
VOTE LEAVE 23 JUNE 

 SAY NO TO  
 FORTRESS
 EUROPE

TRAPPED IN A STATE
OF EMERGENCY

Dave Sewell reports from Paris 
on the crackdown on Muslims

>>Pages 10&11

GREEK RIOT cops began 
rounding up refugees from 
the border town of Idomeni 
on Tuesday.

The European Union (EU) 
has demanded Greece’s gov-
ernment make sure the refugees 
can’t break through the border 
and travel on into Europe. The 
EU means Fortress Europe—
and supporting refugees means 
tearing it down.

>>Pages 3, 14&15 and 20

EU ORDERS ATTACK ON REFUGEES 

The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 
Wrongly convicted US boxer 

and civil rights hero dies 
>>Page  13

Charlie Kimber on the military repression
 against  socialists    >>Page 17

Britain’s Egyptian  
ally jails the left

RACIST MYTHS   
AND THE EAST END

Tomáš Tengely-Evans  takes on a BBC 
documentary on ‘white flight’ >>Pages 10&11
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REFUGEES HOLD placards at the 
northern Greek border point of 
Idomeni   Picture: PA

FRACKING

Protesters vow to 
fight council bid 
to frack Yorkshire
TORY-CONTROLLED North 
Yorkshire County Council 
accepted Barclays-backed 
Third Energy’s application 
to frack at Kirby Misperton 
in Ryedale on Monday.

It would be the first frack in 
Britain since an operation in 
Lancashire five years ago. One 
campaigner said, “This isn’t 
democracy. It’s a whitewash.” 
>>Page 7

EUROPEAN UNION

Lexit—the case 
against the 
bosses’ EU
THE EUROPEAN Union 
(EU) is forcing austerity 
on people living within its 
borders and its member 
states are waging wars 
outside its borders.

Racism is a cornerstone 
of the ideology that binds 
it together in an imperialist 
project to push the priorities 
of the ruling class.
>>Pages 14&15

FRANCE

Strike movement 
shows how to 
beat Work Law
PETROL shortages gripped 
parts of France at the 
beginning of this week as 
the movement against the 
Labour-type government’s 
attacks tried to “shut 
down the economy”.

Unions turned generalised 
strike calls into total shutdowns. 
>>Page 3
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l POLICE HAVE been rapped for 
creating a sand sculpture of a  

naked female murder victim with a 
spade sticking out of her back. It won 
a team from the Devon and Cornwall 
force first prize in a competition on 
Perranporth beach, Cornwall. 

Devon and Cornwall Police said, 
“If any offence has been caused, 
we apologise for that.”

lSHADOW transport secretary 
Lilian Greenwood wanted 

to know if the Cabinet airports 
committee had met this year to 
discuss building a new runway 
at Heathrow. Cabinet minister 
Oliver Letwin said that to reveal 
a get-together “could harm 
the frankness and candour 
of internal discussion”.

MPs line their pockets with 
more cash than ever before  
MPS’ EXPENSES claims 
have soared by more than 
40 percent in just five 
years.

Some politicians are claim-
ing nearly £3,000 a month 
in rent and up to £25,000 a 
year in hotel bills, the figures 
reveal.

In the years since the 
expenses scandal, claims 
have risen by 43 percent 
from £79 million to £113 
million, according to a book, 
Parliament Ltd, by Martin 
Williams.

He found the bill for flights 
was up 50 percent to more 
than £1 million a year. 

Costs for second home 
rents have r isen from  
£6.2 million before the 
expenses scandal in 2009 to 
£9.3 million last year.

The new system is regu-
lated by the Independent 
Parliamentary Standards 

Authority (Ipsa), which has 
infuriated some MPs with its 
rules.

They refer to Ipsa as “I’m 
Paid Sod All” and complain 

they’re unable to make 
claims for items such as taxis 
because, one MP says, “it’s 
emotive”.

Another complained about 

claims being made public, 
meaning they were wary  
of claiming for first-class 
travel.

“It’s very difficult to work 
in standard class,” the anony-
mous MP said.

“But if you go first, Ipsa 
publishes it as first-class travel 
and the papers love ‘greedy 
MP’ stories. It really annoys 
me.”

Tory Andrew Bridgen 
claimed for nearly £25,000 
of hotel bills after staying in 
a hotel for 165 nights.

New rules mean that politi-
cians can claim up to £150 a 
night for hotels.

Other MPs signed housing 
contracts for renting proper-
ties in London amounting to 
up to £3,000 a month.

Some 46 MPs own property 
in London but rent it out and 
claim funding for rent on a 
separate property.

Buying whipped cream 
won’t help with spots
THE GOVERNMENT has 
introduced confused 
legislation on what 
are no longer deemed 
to be legal highs.

The Home Office writes,  
“A customer who looks 
over 25 attempts to buy 
several containers of 
whipped cream canisters 
containing nitrous oxide 
from a shop at 11pm. 

“They are not buying 
anything else.

“In this scenario 
the cashier should 
consider not selling 
the goods.”

They compare 
this with “a male 
who looks in his 
50s” buying anti-
freeze and other 
products “related 

to car maintenance”. 
“It may be difficult for 

conventional retailers 
to know if a substance 
is affected by the Act or 
not,” the Home Office 
admits at one point. 

The Home Office clearly 
envisions youthful drug 
fiends, unable to stay off 
the stuff even immediately 
ahead of purchasing it.

The document 
asks, “Do they have 
physical symptoms 

of intoxication such 
as bad skin, weeping 
eyes, rash around 
the nose?” 

So those with spots 
and hay fever may 
finding shopping a 
little more difficult 
from now on.

Prince Andrew 
failed to take bribe  
PRINCE Andrew brokered 
a £385 million deal 
for a consortium in 
Kazakhstan. The queen’s 
son was allegedly in 
line for £4 million in 
commission from the deal 
in the oil-rich country 
while acting as special 
trade envoy for Britain.

He used his position 
as a royal to facilitate 
the venture on 
behalf of Greek and 
Swiss clients.

In 2011 he used his 
relationship with 
the Kazakh 
oligarch 
Kenges 
Rakishev 
to help 
a Greek 

utility firm and a Swiss 
finance house bid for 
infrastructure contracts.

The Duke of York 
emailed Rakishev asking 
for assistance for the 
two firms, Aras Capital, 
from Zurich, and EYDAP, 
Greece’s largest water 
firm. For his trouble, 
Prince Andrew was to be 

offered commission. 
The deal collapsed 
when Kazakh police 
opened fire on a 
group of striking oil 
workers and the 

companies, 
not Andrew, 
got cold feet.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I just always 
used to make it 
all up’
Boris Johnson on facts

‘More ethnically 
segregated’
Labour’s Chuka Umunna 
claims migrants don’t integrate

‘Donald  
Trump-style 
solutions’
What Umunna says people 
in Britain will look for if the 
problem continues

‘It has caused 
hardship and 
poverty for 
millions’
Film director Ken Loach on the 
European Union

“Cold, unfriendly, 
charmless, 
not as clever 
as she thinks 
she is, lacking 
imagination, 
unable to think 
outside the 
railway lines and 
intellectually 
dishonest”
A Tory MP on Theresa May

 ‘I would, of 
course, vote for 
her’
The same Tory MP when asked 
if they would back May for Tory 
leader

TORY ANDREW Bridgen in search of a hotel

Spooks fight 
for equality
THE LISTENING people at 
the spy centre GCHQ are 
on a quest.

They write, “GCHQ will 
be running a series of 
girls-only development 
days to inspire and 
encourage girls to consider 
cyber as a career.

“Women are hugely 
under-represented in 
Cyber and yet it is a career 
path that offers a wide 
variety of exciting and 
creative roles.

“GCHQ will be running 
a CyberFirst Girls 
Competition, aimed at 
14/15 year olds.”

They are teaming up 
with Edinburgh Napier,  
Bradford, Worcester and 
Bournemouth Universities.
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French state 
helped out their 
pet drug baron 
FRANCOIS THIERRY was 
the face of the French 
state’s anti-drug policing 
under both centre left and 
centre right governments.

He used the position 
to help France’s biggest 
smuggler import large 
quantities of cannabis, it 
emerged this week.

Thierry personally 
recruited drug kingpin 
“Sofiane H” in prison. 

Sofiane H was freed 
soon after and he became 
a top secret informant for 
the cops.

From then on he began 
monthly “supervised 
deliveries” of tonnes of 
cannabis, in association 
with police and with 
complete impunity.

Cops even picked up 
drugs from Morocco 
on a beach in Spain 
and brought them to 
French territory for him, 
whistleblowers told the 
police watchdog.

A real pig’s breakfast

Prince AndrewPrince Andrew

FIGURE IT OUT
 0  number of facts 

in the Tories 
economic 
forecasts/ 
threats for what 
will happen if 
people vote to 
leave the EU 

 3  number of 
times George 
Osborne and 
David Cameron 
talked about 
DIY recession 
in a B&Q shop 
(geddit?) 

 O  times B&Q staff 
laughed at the 
‘joke’ 



REFUGEES

Anti-racists 
build Calais 
convoy 
ANTI-RACISTS are preparing 
for a convoy to Calais on 
Saturday 18 June. They will 
bring much-needed aid—
and stand in solidarity with 
refugees.

Thousands live in 
desperate conditions in 
Calais. Half of their “jungle” 
shantytown was demolished 
earlier this year, but many 
have returned.

The convoy’s supporters 
include Stand Up to Racism 
(SUTR), the People’s 
Assembly and a number of 
trade unions. 

Activists in York plan a 
convoy of six cars—including 
Labour MP Rachael Maskell. 

Manchester will see a big 
turnout from NHS workers, 
LGBT+ people and students. 

University of Manchester 
student Bethan Turner said, 
“We raised £100 doing a 
collection last week and the 

student union has agreed to 
sort us out with a minibus.”

The convoy also aims 
to take on racism against 
refugees and migrants.

The Tories recently 
pushed through a brutal new 
Immigration Act.  

The European Union (EU) 
is rounding up refugees into 
camps on the Greek islands. 

Both the official Remain 
and Leave campaigns in the 
EU referendum use racism. 

SUTR organised a 
Kick Racism Out of the 
Referendum rally this week. 
Speakers were set to include 
Labour Lord Alf Dubs and 
Green leader Natalie Bennett. 

Bethan said, “The reaction 
to our campaigning has been 
generally positive. 

“It’s not just the idea of 
bringing aid. People respond 
well when you say Britain 
should let the refugees in.”

An international survey 
last week found that some  
70 percent of people in 
Britain think the government 
isn’t doing enough to help 
refugees.

Over three quarters would 
accept refugees into their 
neighbourhoods.
For convoy details and to register 
go to standuptoracism.org.uk 

 Strikes and  blockades in  
 France show how to win
by DAVE SEWELL 

PETROL SHORTAGES gripped 
parts of France at the beginning 
of this week as the movement 
against the Labour-type govern-
ment’s attacks moved to “shut 
down the economy”. 

The Work Law increases working 
hours and gives bosses more power 
to sack workers.

Road blocks have cut off refineries, 
ports, distribution hubs and industrial 
estates since Tuesday of last week. At 
the same time, unions made an effort 
to turn generalised strike calls into 
shutdowns of key workplaces.

After cops cleared several key 
roads, refinery workers held meet-
ings and voted to strike—shutting 
them down from within.

One in ten petrol stations had run 
dry by Sunday. The shortage is severe 
in the north and west and even affects 
the capital Paris.

Blockade 
Valentine Roberts, a student in the 
New Anticapitalist Party in Rennes, 
told Socialist Worker, “Every morn-
ing cars leave to support the blockade 
of a refinery.

“We think the politicians and 
bosses are on the same side, and they 
won’t listen to us until we hit them in 
the wallet. 

“This movement started with stu-
dents who weren’t able to do this on 
our own. Now unions’ calls to shut 
down the economy have given it life.”

Hauliers were the first to begin 
an indefinite strike. Within days the 
government backed down on plans 
to slash their overtime pay, but this 
didn’t end their walkout.

Rail workers and others stepped 
up their strikes this week.

Isidore Ducasse joined an occupa-
tion of a railway line in the small city 
of Poitiers. 

He said, “The train station was cut 

off for an hour and a half. It really 
surprised the police since there was 
a demonstration nearby at the same 
time. 

“I was pleasantly surprised too—
before now the movement hasn’t 
been as strong here.” 

Two nationwide days of action last 
week reversed six weeks of declining 
turnouts, reaching a new high. 

Some 100,000 people marched in 
Paris alone. The next day of action 
was set for Thursday.

Occupying 
Entertainment workers fighting to 
defend their social security scheme 
are occupying high profile theatres.

The “Nuit Debout”—Night on our 
feet—movement launched out of 
mass meetings in city squares last 
month has fed into the direct actions.

Police were sent to attack the 
blockades. Valentine said, “We went 
to join the lorry drivers blocking the 
bypass on Thursday of last week. 

“Police ran towards us, and finally 

drove us out with their truncheons.
“I was hit several times for helping 

a woman over a barrier. My friend’s 
face was covered in blood after a man 
next to her had his head split open.”

The stakes are high for the 
government. 

Each concession has failed to stem 
the revolt—and hardened opposition 
on the right in parliament.

Prime minister Manuel Valls insists 
he will clear the blockades.  

The repression has limited the 
numbers joining the action—and 
provoked fierce debates among those 
who do.

But if the movement succeeds in 
spreading its shutdown it could beat 
back the attack and set an example to  
workers across Europe.

STRIKERS AND protesters block the road in Nantes (above) and 
France’s Labour-type president Francois Hollande (left)  

Labour MP Rachael Maskell

NEWS 3
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VOTING LEAVE CAN BLOW 
HOLE IN FORTRESS EUROPE

T 
HE EUROPEAN Union 
(EU) is erecting fences 
and having refugees 
rounded up into camps.

Refugees on the 
Greek island of Chios are on 
hunger strike against the EU’s 
refusal to let them leave. 

Riot police cleared out refugees 
at Idomeni on Greece’s northern 
border on Tuesday and bussed 
them to camps.

A deal between the EU and 
Turkey to stop refugees has seen 
people illegally returned to Syria. 

The unelected European 
Commission warned Greece its 
citizens would lose the right to 
visa free travel unless it blocked 
refugees. 

Greek minister Yiannis 
Mouzalas reported that at one EU 
meeting he was urged to “push 
migrants back into the sea”.

It was the EU that ordered the 
wall built on Greece’s land border 
that forces refugees to travel by 
more dangerous sea routes. Its 
border force Frontex carried out 
mass deportations from Greece 
into Turkey. 

Top-level EU discussions 
are even considering a floating 
detention centre off Libya’s coast.

This is what’s at stake in the EU 

referendum next month. But you 
wouldn’t know it from most of the 
coverage.

The assumption is that  
anti-racists should automatically 
back the EU, while only 
nationalists, racists and 
xenophobes oppose it.

This is reinforced by left wing 
Remain supporters.  And it’s 
reinforced by the official Leave 
campaign’s racist scaremongering.

But the EU isn’t about bringing 
people together across borders.  

It’s about bringing together the 
ruling classes of some countries to 
compete against the ruling classes 
of other countries—partly by 
putting up borders.

The EU makes it harder to 

travel into Europe from Africa,  
Asia and South America. 

To do so it promotes 
scapegoating myths that can 
then be turned against European 
migrants. So can its machinery of 
border control and repression. 

Building a racist Fortress 
Europe is central to the EU 
project. Bringing down that 
fortress is essential for any real 
internationalism or anti-racism.

Some activists argue that the 
bigger enemy is “Fortress Britain”. 
But the two aren’t in competition. 
Britain’s rulers use the EU to 
police their own borders.

David Cameron is among 
the EU-Turkey deal’s strongest 
backers—because he wants to 
make sure refugees in Greece 
never reach Britain.

 Leaving the EU would be a 
blow to his plans.

Anti-racists must fight for 
open borders and freedom of 
movement.

That means building the convoy 
to Calais on Saturday 18 June. 
It means confronting the racist 
scapegoating coming from both 
sides of the referendum debate.

And it also means voting 
Leave—to blow a hole in the walls 
of Fortress Europe.

PUT BLAIR IN THE DOCK
 THE CHILCOT Inquiry into 

Britain’s involvement in 
the West’s invasion and 

occupation of Iraq is due to return 
its findings on 6 July.

Tony Blair and then foreign 
secretary Jack Straw should 
already be in jail for their attempts 
to deceive millions about the 
existence of Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction (WMDs). The war 
killed one million people. 

People that survived the 
2003 invasion have suffered 
unprecedented levels of cancer, 

child cancer and birth defects.
This is the context for the 

Iraqi army’s operation in Fallujah, 
to clear out Isis, backed by US 
airpower, that began on Tuesday 
morning.

In 2004 the US and Iraqi armies 
launched the brutal Occupation 
Phantom Fury on the city.

They used white phosphorous 
shells, cluster bombs and “napalm-
like weapons”.  

The official US report into the 
attack said “Fallujah… is now  
70 percent estimated to be 

bombed to the ground, no water, 
no electricity.” A city of 300,000 
was reduced to rubble. 

The mass killings and 
devastation provided a breeding 
ground for Isis.  The US and its 
allies are now confronting the 
monster that they created. 

Nobody can be sure what the 
result of the latest assault will 
be—except more deaths. 

Successive British governments 
have backed the US all the way. 
Those responsible must face 
justice. 

Anti-racists  
must fight for 
open borders  
and the freedom 
of movement

‘‘ 
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Fascist vote 
in Austria is 
a warning to 
anti-racists
Austria might have avoided a fascist 
president. But the establishment won’t 
stop the Nazis, writes Dave Sewell

NORBERT HOFER of the fascist 
Freedom Party (FPO) came within 
a few thousand votes of becom-
ing Austria’s president in last 
Sunday’s election.

David Albrich, a leading member 
of revolutionary socialist organisa-
tion Neue Linkswende, told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s deeply worrying that 
he got such a high vote. 

“The FPO is not just a right wing 
populist party that’s using racism to 
win votes and put pressure on politi-
cians. It’s a party with a fascist core, 
which is using racism to build up a 
fascist movement.

“It used its election campaign 
to hold rallies where supporters 
marched and sang First World War 
songs about killing their enemies. 

“Since the beginning of this year 
they have been trying to build a 
racist street movement like Pegida 
in Germany.

Breakthrough
“The fact that he didn’t win gives 
us breathing space, but this is an 
unprecedented breakthrough for 
the FPO and it will embolden them 
further.”

Hofer was narrowly beaten by 
Alexander Van der Bellen, a former 
Green Party leader running as an 
independent. 

The election was a drubbing for 
the establishment. The two coali-
tion parties that have dominated 
Austrian politics since 1945 both 
failed to make the second round.

The FPO’s support has been pre-
sented as a backlash against the 
Tory-Labour coalition’s supposed 
open door policy on refugees. 

But David said, “For several 
months the government has been 
talking about how we’re not able to 
take in so many refugees.

“They put out racist ideas and 
then made them concrete with racist 
policies. They started closing the 
borders, putting up fences and send-
ing in soldiers. This was giving the 
far right what it had always asked 
for—it vindicated the far right and 
gave it a boost.”

The Labour-type Social Democratic 

Party (SPO) was also punished for its  
coalition with the Tory Austrian 
People’s Party (VPO).

David said, “There’s also a deep 
rejection of the establishment 
parties. 

Austria hasn’t been hit as hard 
by the crisis, but wages have been 
held down and it’s hitting living 
standards. 

“But people can see that those at 
the top always get away with what 
they do—like the bankers who got 
bailed out.”

Launchpad
Anti-fascists held small protests in 
the run-up to the vote. David argued 
that these have to be the launchpad 
for something bigger.

He said, “Bellen said he’ll refuse 
to swear in an FPO government if 
they win the 2018 parliamentary 
elections—but only if they call for 
leaving the European Union. 

“We can’t rely on the establish-
ment—fascism can only be beaten 
in the streets.

“About half of Bellen’s voters said 
they were voting to stop Hofer. More 
of them were SPO supporters than 
Greens.  A majority of young women 
said they were voting against the 
FPO. Then there are the huge 
number of migrants who can’t vote. 

“We need a broad street move-
ment that brings together all these 
people and more.”

BACK STORY
The Austrian Freedom Party’s 
presidential candidate Norbert 
Hofer lost by only 0.6 percent 
last Sunday
lThe FPO party has fed off 
racism against refugees that 
the Labour/Tory coalition 
government has whipped up
lHe was beaten by Alexander 
Van der Bellen, an establishment 
candidate 
lBut only a mass movement on 
the streets, not relying on the 
establishment, can stop the FPO

A DEMONSTRATION against an FPO march in Floridsdorf Picture: Neue LiNksweNde

Austrian FPO party is Nazi to the core
THE AUSTRIAN Freedom Party 
(FPO) was formed in 1956 
through a merger of old Nazi 
and German nationalist groups. 

Its first leader was former 
Nazi minister and SS officer 
Anton Reinthaller.

Up until the 1980s it veered 
between its Nazi roots and bids 
to join the neoliberal right. 

The main parties consistently 
reached out to it. Shamefully, 
in 1983 the Labour-type SPO 
even invited it to join a coalition 
government.

Movement
The SPO also attacked migrant 
workers to detract from 
demands for higher wages, 
leaving a legacy of racism 
even in parts of the workers’ 
movement.

But being associated with 
neoliberalism saw the FPO 
plummet in the polls. 

When the coalition cracked 
Jorg Haider took over as party 
leader. From then on it focused 
on attacking immigration.

In 1999 general election 
the FPO won 27 percent. The 
Tory VPO invited it to form a 
coalition. The European Union 

(EU) briefly imposed mild 
diplomatic sanctions, but quickly 
lifted them. Yet the FPO hadn’t 
dropped its Nazi roots.

Haider himself symbolised its 
fascist core. He’d became rich on 
inheriting land that had belonged 
to a Jewish family until the Nazis 
drove them out in 1941. The 
second coalition provoked mass 
anti-fascist protests. It also ended 
in a crisis for the FPO. 

But after Haider’s death in 
2008 new leader Heinz-Christian 
Strache regrouped the party 
around his legacy.

The FPO gained from the 
economic crisis by fanning 

resentment at the Labour/Tory 
coalition and the EU. 

It made attacking Muslims a 
central focus. 

The Freedom Party represents 
an attempt to crush democracy, 
liquidate working class 
organisation and revive the 
horrors of Nazi Germany. 

FPO presidential candidate 
Norbert Hofer told supporters 
after the vote, “The effort is not 
wasted. It is an investment for 
the future.”  The future they 
want must never come to pass—
but EU leaders and mainstream 
politicians will do nothing to 
stop it.

More information at standuptoracism.org.uk

A defaced FPO poster in Austria points to the party’s Nazi roots

Marching in Abuja

INTERNATIONAL 
 Protests against Syriza’s new  
 austerity measures in Greece
GREEK MPs narrowly 
voted for a new round 
of austerity measures 
last Sunday to satisfy 
European Union (EU) 
and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
blackmail.

The vote came days 
before a Eurogroup 
summit of finance 
ministers decided 
whether to withhold 
the latest tranche of 
Greece’s bailout. 

Over 10,000 
people protested 
outside parliament 
and transport 
workers struck as 
MPs debated the 
“multi-bill” of cuts put 
forward by left party 
Syriza.

It includes a 
VAT hike, massive 
privatisation and 
other attacks agreed 
last year.

There are also 
“contingency” cuts to 
be activated in 2017 
if Greece misses its 

budget targets.
Only Syriza and its 

right wing coalition 
partner Independent 
Greeks backed the 
new attacks.

One Syriza MP, 
Vasiliki Katrivanou, 
voted against the 
privatisation and 
contingency cuts 
then resigned from 
parliament.

The IMF uses debt 

as a weapon to force 
vicious neoliberal 
reforms onto elected 
governments. 

But even it thinks 
Greece’s programme 
goes too far without 
debt relief.

It is the EU side, 
led by the German 
government, that 
insists Greek workers 
suffer to pay off all 
the bankers’ debt.

SYRIZA LEADER Alexis Tsipras in parliament

 General strike hits Nigeria  
 and defies state repression
A GENERAL strike in 
Nigeria, west Africa, 
ended after five days 
last Sunday.

The Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) called 
the action to protest 
against a 67 percent 
increase in the price 
of petrol and soaring 
electricity prices.

President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s 
government declared 
the strike illegal 
because of the “threat 
of civil disorder”. 

Cops attacked some 
rallies and pickets. 

The NLC claims 
around four million 

members and  
40 affiliates in several 
key parts of the 
economy.

In some areas there 
was real enthusiasm 
for the action, and 
the capital Abuja saw 
many businesses 
closed. But splits in 
the NLC meant that 
most oil workers did 
not strike, limiting the 
action’s impact. 

The government 
has promised talks 
over the price rises.

Venezuelan left under attack
US imperialists and 
right wing politicians 
are trying to exploit 
growing economic 
turmoil in Venezuela.

A global drop in oil 
prices has badly hit 
the state’s revenues. 

Inflation and 
speculation on food 
prices have led to 
shortages.

Public sector 
workers have been put 
on a two-day week, 
and many factories 
have suspended 
operations due to 
rising costs. 

Right wing 
opposition politicians 
have begun collecting 
signatures to trigger 
a referendum to oust 
centre left president 
Nicolas Maduro.

They include 
figures linked to 
violent protests and 
roadblocks in 2014.

The US has 
declared Venezuela a 
threat. 

Leading politicians 
in Colombia rallied 
in support of the 
Venezuelan opposition 
last week.

Maduro has 
declared a state 
of “economic 
emergency”. He held 
Venezuela’s largest 
ever military exercise 
last weekend.

The US-allied right 
once ruled Venezuela 
using poverty and 
repression. Their 
return would be a 
nightmare.

But Maduro’s rule 
of bureaucracy, oil 
exports and deals 
with bosses has failed 
to defend ordinary 
people’s interests.
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 Radical rhetoric, but  
 Labour has its limits
SHADOW CHANCELLOR John McDonnell has pledged 
that the next Labour government “would surpass even 
the 1945 Clement Attlee government for radical reform”. 

Labour’s left wing leadership set out their alternative to 
the free market at a 1,000-strong conference on the “new 
economy” last Saturday. It represented an important break 
with recent Labour policy. 

New Labour’s strategy in the 1990s and 2000s was 
simple—let profits rip and plough some of the tax revenue 
into public services while prising them open for privatisation. 
After this blew up spectacularly with the financial crisis and 
the ruling class turning to austerity, Labour became the 
Tories’ apologists with austerity-lite. 

This wasn’t just about political cowardice. It flowed from 
Labour’s capitulation to Margaret Thatcher’s claim that there 
is no alternative to the free market. 

Now McDonnell has promised to crack down on bankers 
and make sure Britain “no longer acts as a tax haven for the 
super rich”. More fundamentally, McDonnell said he had a 
vision of “socialism from below”. 

He says this means a “transformation in how capitalism in 
Britain operates” that will bring about “fairer, democratic, 
sustainable prosperity shared by all”.

The Labour leadership’s economic strategy is being 
pulled in two directions—between boosting capitalism 
and challenging it. Those on the Labour left are committed 
to standing up for workers, yet still talk of governing in a 
“national interest”. Radical ideas are floated but then often 
withdrawn.

So when Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership campaign took off, 
his team floated the idea of “People’s Quantitative Easing” 
(PQE). Instead of the Bank of England creating credit to prop 
up banks, Labour would invest in infrastructure and public 
services. Hardly anything is heard about PQE now. 

McDonnell’s team of advisers are mainly moderate 
Keynesians, such as former World Bank chief economist 
Joseph Stiglitz. Their main aim is to rein in the banks, 
rebuild a manufacturing base and boost private investment 
to aid British capitalism.

McDonnell said on Saturday that the “entrepreneurial 
state” was key to this.

Collective
Corbyn explained this would mean “a genuinely mixed 
economy of public and social enterprise alongside a private 
sector”. While there would be space for “collective and 
shared forms of ownership” the economy would still run 
according to the logic of profit and loss. 

Boosting “private investment” means allowing profits to 
rise. During the height of the steel crisis McDonnell said that 
Labour favoured nationalisation—but only as a temporary 
last resort.

A socialist alternative would be nationalisation with steel 
produced for social need, not profit. But McDonnell said 
Labour wouldn’t back full nationalisation because its job was 
to build an “entrepreneurial state”.

In the 1960s then Labour prime minister Harold Wilson 
said the “white heat of the technological revolution” would 
transform British capitalism. But he argued that only a 
socialist government could harness it through a similar 
“entrepreneurial state” policy.

As capitalism dipped into crisis at the end of the 1960s, 
Labour tried to rule in the “national interest”—and sided 
with the bosses.

McDonnell’s speech went further and drew on the ideas of 
the Labour left during the 1970s. Its “Alternative Economic 
Strategy” was wracked with the same contradictions, but 
had some elements that challenged the market.

Attlee’s government made radical reforms at the 
beginning of one of capitalism’s longest booms when bosses 
were more willing to make concessions. 

The scope for bosses to concede such reforms today, with 
capitalism mired in crisis, is low and they will try to crush 
the slightest challenge to austerity. It will take mass working 
class struggle to wrestle reforms from the bosses—and push 
beyond the limits of the Labour left’s vision.

McDonnell used to describe his pastime as “generally 
fermenting the overthrow of capitalism”. That has to remain 
the objective.

TEACHERS AND doctors marched together in London last month   Picture: Guy Smallman

 Reject junior doctors’ deal  
 and fight to defend the NHS
HEALTH secretary Jeremy 
Hunt wants to use a new 
contract deal with junior 
doctors to break momen-
tum and push more attacks 
on the NHS. 

But many junior doctors 
are frustrated that the British 
Medical Association (BMA) 
cobbled together the deal 
with Hunt. 

And reinforcements could 
be joining the NHS battle if 
the junior doctors fight on.

Ambulance workers in 
the Unison, GMB and Unite 
unions are being consulted 
on strikes over low pay. 

GPs in the BMA voted 
last week to be canvassed 
on handing in mass undated 
resignation letters and 
taking industrial action over 
funding.

And NHS students fighting 
bursary cuts plan to march on 
Saturday 4 June.

Privatisation
Aislinn, a junior doctor 
in London, told Socialist 
Worker, “Junior doctors 
can vote no to the deal and 
join up with the bigger fight 
against NHS privatisation. It 
is not too late.”

The BMA has called a 
“referendum” on the deal 
between 17 June and 1 July. 

Hunt claims the new con-
tract is necessary to bring 
in “seven day working” to 
improve patient safety. 

Yet the NHS already  
provides 24/7 emergency 
services. The deal would 

stretch resources that are 
already inadequate for five 
days across seven days. 

Aislinn said, “The ‘cost 
neutrality’ makes it a bad 
deal. There’s a shortage of 
50,000 NHS staff and what 
the deal’s talking about is 
not possible until they’re 
recruited.”

The Tories have said the 
deal will cut the cost of week-
end working by a third.

Junior doctor Mona said, 
“The purpose is to deskill 
the workforce so it’s cheaper 
and more attractive for 
privateers.”

Hunt wanted to make 
Saturday a regular work day, 
slash unsocial hours pay and 
scrap financial penalties on 
bosses who overwork doctors. 

This deal makes Saturdays 
and Sundays ordinary working 
days and reduces extra night 
shift pay from 50 percent to  
37 percent.

Penalties
It replaces penalties for 
overworking doctors with a 
weaker “guardian role”.

Junior doctors working 
fewer than one weekend in 
eight would only be paid 
normal pay rates. 

Those working weekends 
more often will receive a rise 
of between 3 and 10 percent.

Trade unionists built real 
solidarity with the strikes, 
and the BMA and NUT teach-
ers’ union organised a joint 
demonstration in London. 

But most union leaders, in 
particular the TUC, only gave 
rhetorical support. That left 
the BMA more open to pres-
sure to back down.

There is still a mood to 
fight to save the NHS. And 
the junior doctors’ dispute 
is the key link that can force 
back the Tories. 

Junior doctors should cam-
paign to reject the deal—
escalating strikes can win. 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Plan for direct action
AROUND 50 health 
campaigners and junior 
doctors organised a 
meeting on fighting 
NHS privatisation 
in Peckham, 
south London, 
last Sunday. 

They plan 
a mass 
direct 
action on 
Thursday  
30 June 
in central 
London. 

Niki, 
a junior 
doctor, 
told the 
meeting, 

“People need to stand 
up and say, ‘Keep going, 
we’re right behind you.’ 

“We need to 
encourage our 
leaders to be bold.” 

Keeping up the 
junior doctors’ action 

is crucial to the 
wider fight.

If the junior 
doctors win, 
it will boost 
everyone 

fighting NHS 
privatisation. 

“If they lose, 
it will give Hunt 
the green light 
to steamroll 
further attacks.” 

On strike for safety

Jeremy Hunt
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 Fury over  
 fracking as  
 protesters  
 vow to fight
A Yorkshire council has provoked 
a wave of resistance by supporting 
fracking, says Kim Hunter

PROTESTERS HAVE vowed to 
fight on after a Yorkshire council 
gave the go-ahead to fracking.

Tory-controlled North Yorkshire 
C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  a c c e p t e d  
Barclays-backed Third Energy’s 
application to frack at Kirby 
Misperton in Ryedale on Monday. 

It would be the first frack in 
Britain since an operation in 
Lancashire five years ago caused an 
earthquake. 

A crowd gathered outside County 
Hall in Northallerton as the decision 
was announced chanting, “We say 
no”.

Jo, a campaigner from the Frack 
Free Ryedale group, said, “This isn’t 
democracy. It’s a whitewash.”

A consultation saw 4,375 
respondents object to the fracking 
proposal—compared to just 36 who 
backed it.

And a protest outside County 
Hall on Friday of last week drew 
1,000 people. Campaigner Kathy 
Clarke told the protest, “We won’t 
stop until we defeat this industry 
completely.”

A local councillor added, “People 
feel betrayed. The council has been 
told to ignore the concerns of people 
outside.”

The council planning officer 
had recommended that councillors 
accept the fracking application. One 
councillor said he had never known 
a planning office so swayed by an 
applicant.

Blasting
Fracking aims to extract gas and 
oil locked in shale rocks by blasting 
them with a mixture of water, sand 
and chemcals.

It has caused earthquakes and 
releases the greenhouse gas meth-
ane into the environment. But 
bosses hope to make huge profits 
from it—and the Tories are push-
ing it.

Lancashire County Council voted 
down an application from Cuadrilla 
to frack last year. 

But the Tories took the decision 
out of their hands.

Campaigners are realising the 

need for a centralised fightback. 
Elizabeth from Frack Free 

Lincolnshire said, “It’s not often 
organised workers mobilise against 
an industry. 

“But we need a return to the 
1970s, when unions worked with 
environmentalists at Faslane.”

She added that the Unite, Bfawu 
and PCS unions all have good poli-
cies against fracking. 

“We need more and we need 
their active support,” she said.

Campaigners are keen to take the 
fight to the Tory government. 

Pete Jordan said, “It’s obvious 
from the number of groups repre-
sented here today that we could 
coordinate at a national level.”

Another protester said, “We need 
someone in politics to give a lead.” 

People signed a petition after 
Monday’s decision calling on the 
Labour and Green parties to head 
up the fight against fracking.

The Tories are determined to 
push ahead. 

But they are playing a dangerous 
game as anti-fracking campaigners 
begin to make common cause with 
other people fighting back.
Go to Frack Free Ryedale on Facebook 
for more details

On other pages...
Southern trains guards strike for 
passengers’ safety >>Page 16

BACK STORY
North Yorkshire County Council 
has accepted a fracking plan
lFracking aims to release gas 
and oil trapped in shale rocks
lIt’s dangerous—causing 
earthquakes and releasing the 
greenhouse gas methane
lBut the bosses and the Tories 
back it because they see the 
potential to make money
lAnti-fracking campaigners in 
Yorkshire have held huge demos
lThey plan to fight on despite 
the council’s decision

PART OF a 1,000-strong protest in Northallerton on Friday of last week Picture: Neil terry

 The battle is on to stop library cuts---  
 now unions must coordinate action
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

THE BATTLE to save libraries is 
hotting up.

Across Britain in the past six 
years 343 libraries have been axed 
by local councils pushing Tory 
cuts. Nearly 8,000 library jobs 
have been slashed.

But there have been strikes, 
both unofficial and official, and big 
local protests in recent months.

Workers struck in Bristol last 
month, closing all libraries for a 
day. They oppose the axing of five 
libraries and changes to their terms 
and conditions by the Labour-run 
council. 

Library workers in Lewisham, 
south London, struck last Saturday 
against plans to close four 
libraries. Workers voted to elect 
a strike committee to take the 
struggle forward.

Up to 350 people joined the 
Unison union strikers on a march 
to the Labour council’s offices.

A popular chant warned 
councillors not to do the Tories’ 
dirty work.

Around 30 marchers came from 
nearby Lambeth. Labour has closed 

two libraries there since 1 April 
with plans to close a third next 
month.

Furious local opposition has 
seen strikes, a ten-day library 
occupation and a 2,000-strong 
march. 

Councillors claimed the cuts 
would save money. 

But the council’s bill for private 
security at the sites is up to three 
times more than the daily running 

costs for the libraries.
Labour is mirroring what the 

Tories are doing in Barnet, north 
London.

Barnet Tories are cutting library 
jobs by almost half and some 
libraries are losing up to  
70 percent of their space.

Barnet Unison libraries 
convenor (pc) Hugh Jordan was 
on the march in Lewisham. 

He told Socialist Worker, “We 
intend to take industrial action 
against this. 

“Every library service in the 
country is under attack. 

“The loss of one library is a loss 
to us all. In London we need to 
have a city-wide day of action for 
libraries.”

Bringing together the fights can 
make every local campaign and 
union branch stronger in the battle 
to stop library cuts. 

Unions should be coordinating 
action and calling on Labour’s 
recently elected city mayors and 
local councillors to stand up to 
Tory austerity. 

If we wait until the next 
elections to stop the cuts there 
could be nothing left to save.

LIBRARIES

On the Lewisham protest
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Teachers 
build strike 
to defend 
education
Support is growing for action to 
beat cuts, academisation and other 
attacks, reports Sadie Robinson

THE NUT union has begun 
a ballot for strikes to defend 
teachers’ terms and conditions. 
It comes as the Tories plan mas-
sive funding cuts and want to 
push more schools to become 
academies.

Kevin Courtney is deputy general 
secretary of the NUT. In a video to 
teachers he said the plans could see 
them lose maternity and paternity 
pay, or be forced to work more days.

Courtney added that cuts and 
deregulation can only mean “con-
ditions will get worse”.

The Tories’ new funding formula 
will snatch away over 20 percent of 
school funding from some London 
boroughs. Some 18 local authorities 
face cuts of 10 percent or more.

The government claims its policies  
will help the most disadvantaged 
children. In fact it will make educa-
tion worse—particularly for work-
ing class children.

Simon Murch is joint divisional 
secretary of Sheffield NUT and on 
the union’s national executive com-
mittee (NEC).

Unqualified
He told Socialist Worker, “Already 
some academy chains are seeking 
staff cuts and are advertising for 
unqualified teachers. And the gov-
ernment still intends that all schools 
will become academies.

“We want a guarantee that every 
teacher in an English state-funded 
school will be covered by national 
pay and conditions. And we demand 
that the government commit to 
proper funding for schools.”

The attacks have sparked wide-
spread resistance. Redbridge council 
in east London last week voted 
unanimously to oppose forced acad-
emisation. This follows a strong 
campaign by parents and teachers 
in the borough.

The mood has even spread to 
grammar schools.

NUT members at Simon Langton 
Girls’ Grammar School in Kent 
voted overwhelmingly for strikes 
against academisation in an indic-
ative ballot. Students there also 

protested earlier this month.
Young NUT members met in 

Coventry for a curry on Thursday 
of last week. They arranged ballot 
parties, where teachers get together 
and vote collectively, and recruited 
five new union reps.

Over 60 people came to a public 
meeting on defending education in 
Leeds on Wednesday of last week. 
All school unions were represented.

NUT and anti-academy activists 
organised a meeting of over 100 in 
Bristol last Saturday. A teacher from 
Chicago spoke via Skype about the 
fight to defend education in the city.

The Tories have already with-
drawn a threat to force every 
English school to become an acad-
emy by 2022.

They are still committed to acad-
emisation—but the shift shows they 
can be pushed back.

The NUT ballot ends on 22 June. 
England-wide school strikes would 
be a big blow to the government.

Simon said, “Every NUT member 
needs to make sure all their col-
leagues vote yes in the ballot.

“We need to strike this term and 
call escalating action in the autumn. 
Let’s press home our advantage while 
the Tories are weak and divided.”

On other pages...
White paper is a blueprint for 
cashing in on university >>Page 10

BACK STORY
Teachers could strike against 
Tory attacks on education
lAn NUT union ballot closes on 
Wednesday 22 June
lTory education secretary  
Nicky Morgan has withdrawn 
a plan to force all schools in 
England to become academies
lBut mass academisation is still 
on the cards
lPlanned cuts would decimate 
school funding in some boroughs
lTeachers also face attacks on 
their terms and conditions

TEACHING ASSISTANTS protest in Durham 

Classroom struggle as workers defy 
Labour council’s ‘galling’ raid on pay
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

LABOUR-RUN Durham County 
Council voted last week to 
sack 2,700 teaching assistants 
(TAs) and rehire them on worse 
contracts with up to 23 percent 
lower pay.

The council intends to impose a 
new contract by January 2017 to 
ensure “fairness”, said councillor 
Jane Brown, the cabinet member 
for corporate services.

Teaching assistant Harold told 
Socialist Worker that workers 
were “outraged” by the attack. 
“Schools are getting to keep the 
money from this cut but are being 
told they can’t spend on teaching 
assistants. People are so angry—
the atmosphere is just awful.

Awful
“They are driving through a 
huge pay cut to already low paid 
workers. Some households face 
up to a £5,000 pay cut from 
this. Everyone is worrying how 
they are going to pay rent or 
their mortgages—it’s absolutely 
terrifying.”

The council says the new 

contract will pay the TAs only 
during term time rather than  
52 weeks of the year. It argues 
that people should only get paid 
for the time they work.

But Harold said the council’s 
case is “wholly inaccurate”.

“A portion of our wages are 
held back from term time to 
pay us during the holidays. It’s 
our money. They also claim we 
only work 32 hours but I have a 
contract for 37 hours a week.”

Brown insists the council must 
“protect public finances” from 
unfair pay claims from other 
school workers who are only paid 
during term time.

Yet Harold said the council 

revealed to the workers’ Unison 
union that it had received “zero” 
unequal pay claims historically.

Harold said, “The most galling 
thing is that this is being done by 
a Labour council.”

Shockingly the proposals were 
pushed through by a vote of just 
57 to 18 in favour, with four 
abstaining. Nearly 40 percent of 
the 126 councillors failed to even 
turn up. 

Conflicts
It has been claimed that conflicts 
of interest prevented many 
Labour councillors from voting.

Harold doesn’t buy it. “I think 
it’s because it’s such a divisive 
issue they didn’t want to be tarred 
with that brush and were worried 
about getting re-elected,” he said. 
“You can see through the lies.”

Workers must demand Unison 
launches a full strike ballot 
immediately to resist the attack. 
Harold agreed, “We should go 
straight to a strike ballot—that’s 
the kind of action we need.”

Solidarity event hosted by Durham 
trades council, Thursday 9 June, 
7pm, Durham Miners Association, 
Flass Street, DH1 4BE

Sacked teaching assistants  

Wage slasher—councillor Jane Brown
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Welcome poll 
on refugees
DESPITE THE best efforts 
of politicians and the 
media to make us hate 
and fear refugees, a new 
poll shows the limit of 
their power. Over three 
quarters of the public are 
willing to see refugees 
move into their area.

And 70 percent 
say the government 
should do more to help 
those fleeing war and 
persecution.

Sasha Simic
East London

Corbyn must 
fight the right
JEREMY CORBYN is 
the only reason that I 
would vote for Labour 
again. I’m a 64 years old 
active socialist and trade 
unionist. It’s about time 
all Labour MPs pulled 
together to fight this Tory 
government.

Paul Harris
on Facebook

THE MAJORITY of 
Labour Party candidates 
for whom we have 
the opportunity to 
vote—for national and 
local government—are 
unsupportable. 

All that many of us 
could achieve by voting 
Labour is to create more 
elected opponents of 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

Phil Johns
on Facebook

Justice for the 
96 families
WHEN WILL South 
Yorkshire Police and any 
others see the inside 
of a court room over 
Hillsborough? They 
smeared Liverpool fans, 
imposed a cover up and 
treated the families of 
those killed appallingly.

I hope there’s not  
the whitewash and 
hollow apologies there 
was over Bloody Sunday 
in 1972 when the British 
army murdered  
14 civilians in Derry.

Hillsborough families 
may be waiting a long 
time.

Robert Gillan
Glasgow

Your words 
insult Syrians
YOUR ARTICLE talks 
about “Syria’s civil war”.

It’s a revolution, not a 
civil war. You insult the 
Syrians fighting dictator 
Bashar al-Assad when 
you reduce their struggle 
to a communal one.

Dick Gregory
on Facebook

‘One day longer, one day 
stronger’ at Verizon strike 
NEARLY 40,000 of us at Verizon 
telecoms in the US have been on 
strike for six weeks. This is a big 
battle for all US workers. 

The strike is being watched 
closely by the media, the whole 
labour movement—and by the 
bosses’ side too.

Verizon is a very profitable 
company. It made £27 billion profit 
in the past three years but the 
bosses want more. 

They want a workforce that is 
prepared to live away from home 
for weeks at a time and go wherever 
they want, whenever they want. 

You might be sent to an area 
hundreds of miles away from your 
home to do an installation. You’d 
stay there three weeks, be back at 
home for a month then off to 

another area for three weeks. 
We’ve had support from very 

many groups of workers—
firefighters, steel workers, finance 
workers, teachers, hospital 
workers—lots of people. It’s what 
has keep us going. 

The company is fighting very 
hard. At the beginning of May the 
bosses took away our health 
insurance. That’s a big thing here. 

They have used managers of 
course to do some of our work, but 
they have also brought in hundreds 
of scabs. Maybe 1,000. 

But they are not efficient and 
they sometimes cause a lot of 
damage to the network.

Last week a brother was hit by a 
scab truck on a picket line in 
Massachusetts. It’s the second time 

it has happened in the state.
The truck drew up to the pickets 

and then lurched forward. The 
company said the pickets had got 
too close!

My union, the CWA, has agreed 
to a department of labour mediator 
coming in to run talks. 

I’m a bit nervous about this. In 
2011 we had mediation and it 
ended with us making lots of 
concessions. 

We can’t do that this time. 
Thanks to everyone who has 

supported us to keep it going. We 
have a chant on the picket line, 
“One day longer, one day stronger”. 

Raymond, Verizon striker
New York

Give to the Verizon strikers’ solidarity 
fund at bit.ly/1sBlE0x

Our ‘storm 
of protest’ 
saves pass
WIRRAL LABOUR council 
informed me and 413 other  
retired council workers in 
March that they were 
taking away our Passport 
for Life due to budget cuts. 

These give free entry to 
council-run leisure centres 
—in recognition of long 
service—on retirement. 

But we were told that 
from 1 April it would no 
longer be valid and would 
now cost £29 per month.

I decided a campaign 
was needed to reinstate 
them, and started by 
contacting the Unison 
union to make contact with 
other retired workers 
affected. 

At the first meeting in a 
community hall 15 came 
along. We organised an 
action plan. By mid April 
45 retired workers had 
joined the campaign.

There was not a lot of 
enthusiasm at this stage to 
“storm the town hall”.

We wrote letters to MPs 
and to Jeremy Corbyn 
explaining what his Labour 
Party on the Wirral were up 
to.

We also pushed for the 
north west region of Unison 
to give backing for a legal 
challenge, which we got on 
the 10 May.

Just six days later the 
council did a U-turn due to 
a “storm of protest”. We 
forced the council leader to 
admit that “the council got 
this one wrong”.

The union has taken the 
majority of the credit in the 
press but it acted almost 
solely due to the pressure 
from below. The success lay 
in the organisation of  
45 people taking concerted 
and co-ordinated action.

Norman Meddle
Give Us back our Passports for 

Life, campaign organiser

Let’s go all 
Robin Hood 
on housing
THE CURRENT London 
housing crisis is fuelling 
inequality for the coming 
generations. We need to 
teach our children that 
political activism is the key 
to changing their future. 

We should campaign for 
rent controls, against buy to 
let mortgages, against 
foreign property investment 
and don’t even get me 
started on inheritance tax. 

We need to be getting all 
Robin Hood about this by 
increasing tax on large 
savings and using the 
money to invest in housing. 

London will remain at its 
core unfair and unequal 
until sweeping economic 

and political changes are 
made. I once thought 
education could transform 
the future of our young 
people, now I know we 
have a lot more work to do.

Elizabeth Cooke
North London

Our school walkout got 
battered—but still won
READING YOUR school 
student strikes article 
(Socialist Worker, 11 May) 
reminded me of a small 
protest I led at school for 
girls to be allowed to play 
football. 

They relented in the end. 
It was a disaster—we got 
battered—but still we won 
the right to play!

I was also involved in 
organising sixth form 
students to go to an anti 
student loans demo in York 
on a Wednesday afternoon 

—when usually there was 
sport but no academic 
classes. 

We were hauled up in 
front of the principal and 
threatened with expulsion. 

He knew who the 
ringleaders were as the 
student union president 
grassed us up. We survived 
without being expelled, but 
the president got his 
marching orders, and new 
union reps were voted in!

Peta Rosenberg
on Facebook

Just a 
thought...

Developments are driving the poor out                Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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National census figures show that 
Newham’s ethnic minority popula-
tion has gone up by 122,700—128 
percent—between 1991 and 2011. 

The “White British” population, 
only measured as a distinct group 
since 2001, has gone down from  
34 percent to 17 percent. But it 
remains the largest single group 
and more people report a British or 
English national identity than before. 

The increase in Newham’s ethnic 
minority population doesn’t mean 
that the borough is segregated. But 
the BBC presents this false image 
and doesn’t challenge people’s 
misconceptions. 

In the programme Peter 
Bell, secretary of 
East Ham 
Working 
M e n ’ s 
Club, said, 
“ I  c a n ’ t 
b e l i e v e 
what’s hap-
pened here, 
it could be 
Baghdad. 

“ I  d o n ’ t 
t h i n k  t h e 
Muslim commu-
nity want to be 
part of the tradi-
tions here.”

Bus driver Tony 
Cunningham, whose 
father was a Jamaican immi-
grant, said, “Most of the 

Muslims stick together, their children 
stick together. If you are an outsider, 
they don’t want anything to do with 
you whatsoever.”

Leanne and Amy Oakham, who 
we’re told are from one of the “oldest 
East End families”, discuss how they 
wouldn’t date someone who wasn’t 
white. 

But this supposed segregated 
nightmare clashes with both people’s 
actual experiences and the figures.

Nadia said, “There was no tension 
or hostility in my college.

“In my groups of friends, there was 
a Nigerian, a Jewish person and two 
others who just thought of themselves 
as English—and that wasn’t unique.

“Even if it wasn’t socially, every-
one would talk in the classroom and 
no one was reluctant to do so.” 

Ethnic mixing has actually gone 
up in Newham since 1991 accord-

ing to national census 
figures.

A l m o s t  e v e r y 
ethnic group meas-
ured in the census 

became more 
evenly spread 
in the 20 years 

to 2011. 
E i g h t 

o u t  o f 
the ten 
m o s t 
e t h n i -
c a l l y 
diverse 

wards in east London boroughs are 
in Newham. 

Diversity and mixing isn’t just true 
in terms of wards in Newham, but 
also within households. 

Across east London the proportion 
of people living in households with 
more than one ethnic group has gone 
up. 

Mixed
In Newham, discounting one person 
households, 34 percent are mixed 
compared to the national average of 
12 percent. 

Those recorded as “mixed ethnic” 
has gone up by 65 percent between 
1991 and 2011 and account for 5 per-
cent of the total population. 

That’s not to deny the racist atti-
tudes that people can express, but 
that’s hardly surprising in the context 
of a right wing assault on migrants 
and refugees.

But racist attitudes aren’t static 
and can change through struggle and 
people’s experience of living with one 
another. 

Tahir said, “I remember when I 
moved to Newham there was only 
two or three ethnic minority families 
on our street. 

“Some families who’d lived there 
for years had moved. 

“Initially it felt strange living there 
and they were not happy, but after 
living together and mixing that’s 
changed.”

But the notion of “white flight” is 

itself spurious. Paul Watt, a reader in 
urban studies at Birkbeck University, 
spoke to Socialist Worker. 

He said, “The move to Essex and 
the Home Counties is due to long 
term pressures and it isn’t exclusive 
to east London. 

“The London County Council built 
large estates out of town in the 1920s, 
such as Becontree and St Helier’s. 

“Then as some people became 
more affluent after the war they 
moved out of east London.”

Paul explained that suburbanisa-
tion is not exclusive to white people. 
He said, “Asian people in east London 
are moving to Redbridge and black 
people in south London are moving 
to Kent.” 

Element
Paul said, “My take is that there was 
an element of white flight in the 
1950s and 1960s, but now it doesn’t 
have such a racialised charge. 

“In the last 10 to 20 years it’s been 
about social housing and this has 
gotten a lot worse.

“Working class people relied on 
council homes and they’re no longer 
being built and people can’t afford to 
live in Newham.” 

He added, “But when there’s a per-
ception of decline people can look to 
migrant groups.”

The BBC and the right have again 
raised a mythical image of the East 
End’s working class—precisely so it 
can divide it. 

‘THERE HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN
IMMIGRANTS’

THE LAST Whites of the 
East End is based on the racist 
premise that ethnic diversity is a 
bad thing. It presents a mythical 
image of East End working class 
communities, where everyone 
looked after one another before 
the “outsiders” came. Berlyne 
Hamilton, a retired Ford car 
worker, has lived in Newham 
since he emigrated from the West 
Indies in 1960. He told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s just another way of 
camouflaging racism. “Thank 
god Newham is not like it was 
then,” he said. “When I came, 
black workers couldn’t get 
decent jobs at Ford and you 
had a racist union. “But I was 
the first black person elected 
onto the Works Committee and 
helped change that. “You’d then 
have some people say, ‘It would 
be alright if only they weren’t 
all Jamaican. But apart from 
my Dominican accent, what 
was the difference when I was 
walking down the street? “We’ve 
now got multicultural schools. 
Where my granddaughter goes 
there’s all sorts of different 
kinds of teachers and children.” 
Immigration is not a new 
phenomenon. The working class 
is always changing. As Berlyne 
said, “There’s always been 
different people coming. When 
I came from the West Indies, it 
was mostly Irish people.”

This segregated 
nightmare clashes 
with both people’s 
actual experiences 
and the figures

‘‘ 

CAPTION GOES here ljke this

FEATURE 1010

Blueprint for cashing 
in on universities 

 
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE TORIES’ new education 
white paper proposes cuts 
to working class access to 
universities. It gives business 
more power and will trash higher 
education (HE).

This is the backdrop for the two 
day strike by 60,000 university 
workers this week.

Like other attacks, the 
changes are presented as positive 
ones that will help the most 
disadvantaged. And, like others, 
they will do the opposite.

The white paper is obsessed 
with making HE more 
“competitive”. The “explicitly 
pro-competition” Office for 
Students will inspect and regulate 
providers. Institutions will be 
graded and any “failure” will be 
the teachers’ fault.

So the Tories plan to assess 
teaching “quality” partly by 
looking at “contact time” with 
students. And “retention rates 
are a good proxy for student 
engagement”.

Account
Like school league tables, this 
takes no account of the impact of 
cuts—or students’ circumstances.

Poorer students are more likely 
to quit courses because they can’t 
afford to continue. Some students 
have to work or look after 
children while studying.

Working class students have 
few of the advantages those 
from richer backgrounds enjoy. 
The value of their education will 
be immense—but it won’t be 
measured as such by the Tories.

“Failing” institutions could 
have funding cut, lose their 
powers to award degrees or face 
limits on their student numbers.

Some may “exit the market 
completely”. For the Tories, this 
is a “crucial part of a healthy, 
competitive and well-functioning 
market”.

The paper adds, without irony, 
“The government should not be 
in the business of rescuing failing 

institutions”. The risk of closure 
is such that the Tories will force 
institutions to draw up “student 
protection plans”.

The paper admits providers 
could try to “game” the system by 
taking fewer poorer students.

It claims institutions will be 
judged partly on whether they are 
“widening participation”.

“The government has made it a 
part of everything we do to drive 
fairness of opportunity and to 
stamp out discrimination,” it says.
In reality all on offer for students 
is more debt. Institutions that do 
well “will be able to alter fees”.

The paper exposes the Tories’ 
real view when it denounces 
institutions that recruit students 
“not capable of benefitting from 
higher education”.

Fat cats will replace institutions 
forced to the wall. “We will make 
it quicker and easier for new 
challenger institutions to enter 
the market and award degrees,” 
says the paper. 

Removed
Any “regulation” that gets in the 
way will be “removed”.

New providers won’t have to 
“demonstrate a lengthy track 
record”. This echoes how private 
firms with no educational 
experience have set up academies 
and free schools. 

The paper warns that a “skills 
shortage” has hit “the nation’s 
productivity”. It plans to rectify 
this by giving bosses more power.

A new body will allocate 
research funding. Its “business 
facing focus would be enshrined 
in future legislation”.

More business people will join 
regulatory bodies and reviews. 
New Degree Apprenticeships will 
“help employers get the skills they 
need”. Bosses will get more say in 
course content and “curriculum 
design”.

The white paper makes 
terrifying reading. It must be 
fought.
Education campaigners are drawing 
up an alternative white paper—go to 
heconvention2.wordpress.com

Tory universities minister Jo Johnson

In reality all  
on offer for 
students is  
more debt

‘‘ 

 WHITE    
 FLIGHT
 MYTHS
 AND THE   
 EAST END
A BBC documentary this week says that “Cockney 
culture” in London’s East End is dying out—and that 
Muslims and migrants are to blame. East End resident 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans sorts the fact from the fiction

T
HE LAST Whites of the 
East End, the BBC’s new 
programme, whips up 
racism against Muslims 
and patronises working 
class people. Relying 

on anecdotal assertions it claims 
that Newham’s “Cockney culture” is 
dying as white people flee to nearby 
Essex. 

The programme comes after a  
barrage from the right wing press 
scapegoating migrants, and rein-
forces that racism. 

Nadia Sayed, who studied at 
Newham Sixth Form College, told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s going to be 
really disruptive and intensify divi-
sions in the community. 

“Saying that ‘Cockneys’ have 
been driven out specifically plays to 
Islamophobic prejudice. 

“A bill is already going through 
parliament and Muslim students are 
being told that they don’t know about 
‘Britishness’—whatever that is.”

Mortal
The programme presents immigra-
tion, and Muslims in particular, as a 
mortal threat to “white working class 
culture”.

Tahir Talati is chair of Muslim 
Education and Development (Mend) 
in Newham. He told Socialist Worker, 
“They always say that Muslims don’t 
want to integrate, but when we move 
to a community they say white people 
are leaving.”

POVERTY AND 
RACISM TRAP 
RACISM AND poverty reinforce 
one another and can trap 
people in certain areas. Tahir 
said, “We’re sometimes densely 
populated in certain areas, but 
that doesn’t mean we don’t want 
to live alongside white people.”

Newham is one of the poorest 
boroughs in London and 
deprivation affects all ethnic 
groups.

In its 2010-27 local economic 
forecast Newham Council noted, 
“Deprivation has increased in the 
domains of income, barriers to 
housing and services and living 
environment. 

“The deprivation in the barriers 
to housing and services domain 
has increased dramatically, and is 
primarily due to low incomes.”

The assessment found the 
highest poverty rates among 
Asian Bangladeshi and Asian 
Pakistani households who had 
poverty rates of 61 percent and 
59 percent. That’s compared with 
33 percent among “White British” 
households and 22 percent 
among Black Caribbean 
households. 

Increase in the 
ethnic minority 
population  
doesn’t mean 
segregation

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
EDUCATION

A protester in Newham in 2013
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

HUDDERSFIELD
The EU—a left case for exit
Wed 8 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP
MEDWAY
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Thu 16 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
ROTHERHAM
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 15 Jun, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
TELFORD
Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right?
Thu 23 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,Wellington,
TF1 1PY
YORK
Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right?
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Priory Street 
Community Centre,
15 Priory St,YO1 6ET

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 2 Jun, 6pm, 
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
What do we mean by 
dialectic materialism?
Thu 2 Jun, 6.30pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Mental health in crisis
Thu 2 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Bad medicine—how pursuit 
of profit ruins our healthcare
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
A history of immigration 
controls in Britain
Thu 9 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Spain 1936—civil war 
and revolution
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY
The EU—a left case for exit
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR

CAMBRIDGE
France—workers and 
students vs the government
Thu 9 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue 
(off Clarendon Rd),
CB2 8DB
CARDIFF
Egypt’s new revolution?
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Women and revolution
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
France—workers and 
students vs the government
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,
CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
Hillsborough—Tories, 
lies, cops and cover-ups
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
Convoy to Calais—
open the borders
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH
DUDLEY
Is the revolutionary paper 
relevant in the digital age?
Thu 9 Jun, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
The EU—a left case for exit
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
The General Strike—
90 years on
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
ESSEX
After the elections, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
GLASGOW: NORTH
Tony Cliff and the 
SWP tradition
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Fred Paton Centre,
19 Carrington St (near  
St George’s Cross 
underground), G4 9AJ

GLASGOW: SOUTH
Lenin—the early years 
before the Bolsheviks
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St,
G42 7RA
HARLOW
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Are we heading for another 
economic slump?
Wed 1 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,HD1 5JP
LANCASTER
Paris Commune of 1871— 
when workers took power 
Thu 9 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The fight against 
the blacklist
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Upstairs West Riding Pub,
38 Wellington St,
LS1 2DJ
LEICESTER
The EU—a left case for exit
Wed 8 Jun, 7pm, 
Leicester LGBT Centre,
15 Wellington St,
LE1 6HH
LIVERPOOL
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,
L7 7DX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove,
W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: EALING
Will the next world 
war start in Syria?
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St,
Acton,W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
Corbyn and the unions 
—what’s going on?
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
The politics of mental health
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Bernie Sanders—can there 
be a Red in the  White House?
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: KINGSTON
The struggle for 
freedom in Palestine
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Academies and testing— 
how can we fight the Tories’ 
plans for education?
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA

LONDON: NEWHAM
Marxism and women’s 
liberation
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure 
Centre (Room 2),
Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St),
SE5 8TS
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Is class relevant in 
the 21st century?
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite the 
Tesco on Bethnal Green Rd),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Alexandra Kollontai and 
women’s liberation
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Mental health under 
capitalism—and the fight 
for the alternative
Wed 8 Jun, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Easter 1916 in Ireland—
the rebellion that rocked 
the British State
Thu 9 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
Paris Commune 1871—
when workers took power
Thu 9 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Inspire,
747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR
NORTHAMPTON
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Wed 8 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Lab,
95-97 Charles St,
NN1 3BG
NORWICH
What is a revolutionary 
party?
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
France—workers and 
students vs the government
Wed 8 Jun, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
POOLE
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Mon 13 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB
PORTSMOUTH
Hillsborough—Tories, 
lies, cops and cover-ups
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central,
Rivers St,
PO5 4EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
France—workers and 
students vs the government
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Trotsky and the united front
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

SWANSEA
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WAKEFIELD
Fracking, climate change 
and capitalism—the socialist 
case for the environment
Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,
WF1 3LJ
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
The Battle of Orgreave— 
lessons from the Great 
Miners Strike of 1984/5
Wed 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

COLCHESTER
The trade unions, 
the left and the EU 
referendum—a debate
Thu 16 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Church St,
CO1 1NF
GLASGOW
No to Islamophobia! 
Refugees Welcome! 
Deport the Nazi Scottish 
Defence League 
Sat 4 Jun, 12.30am, 
George Square,
G2 1DU
LONDON
Bursary or Bust—
continuing the fight to 
save NHS bursaries
Sat 4 Jun, 1pm, 
St Thomas’ Hospital,
Westminster Bridge Rd,
SE1 7EH
The People’s Chilcot Tribunal
Wed 8 Jun, 3pm, 
Amnesty International 
Human Rights Centre,
17-25 New Inn Yard,
EC2A 3EA
MANCHESTER
The left debate on the 
European Union
Natalie Bennett (Green 
Party leader) and Joseph 
Choonara (SWP)
Wed 1 Jun, 7pm, 
Central Methodist Hall,
Oldham St,
M1 1JQ
No to Racism in the EU 
referendum—a night of 
spoken word and DJs
Fri 10 Jun, 8pm, 
Texture MCR,
67 Lever St,
M1 1FL
NATIONAL 
June 18 Convoy to Calais
Sat 18 Jun, 10am, 
Central London,
WC2E 9RZ
Marxism and Nature
International Socialism 
journal day school 
Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am, 
Central London,
WC2E 9RZ
Marxism Festival 2016— 
ideas to change the world
Thu 30 Jun, 8am, 
Central London,
Institute of Education,
20 Bedford Way,
central London,
WC2N 5DN
marxismfestival.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM & 
WEST MIDLANDS
Thu 26 May, 6.30pm, 
The Priory Rooms,  
40 Bull St,  
Birmingham, B4 6AF

LONDON: NORTH 
& NORTH EAST
Thu 9 Jun, 7pm, 
Kurdish Community Centre, 
11 Portland Gardens, 
Haringey, N4 1HU

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 8 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Karibu Centre,  
7 Gresham Rd,  
Brixton,
SW9 7PH

SOCIALIST WORKER RALLIES

Is socialism 
possible?

Capitalism means racism, climate change, 
poverty and war...

More information at 
standuptoracism.org.uk

Socialist Worker  25 May 2016



 REVIEWS & CULTURE 13
Socialist Worker 25 May 2016

David King—reclaiming the 
Russian Revolution of 1917
The designer and photographer David King died last week. Jackie Shellard 
looks at his political and artistic contribution to the working class movement
DAVID KING, the photographer and 
designer who died last week, was 
best known for his collections of 
posters, images and artefacts from 
the Russian Revolution. 

King’s interest in the Russian 
Revolution was not purely academic.  

As art editor of the Sunday Times 
magazine, he went to Russia in 
1970 to research an article on the 
centenary of Russian revolutionary 
Vladimir Lenin’s birth. 

He soon found that a lot of the 
material he collected there had been 
doctored or falsified.

Leon Trotsky and other leading 
revolutionaries central to the 1917 
Russian Revolution had effectively 
been removed from history.

Much of his work from this point 
was dedicated to reclaiming the  
revolution and recreating a world 
that was lost when Joseph Stalin 
rewrote the history books.

Records 
King’s books are not simply photo-
graphic records, but are designed 
to guide the reader to a true under-
standing of the period. 

In The Commissar Vanishes—the 
Falsification of Photographs and Art 
in Stalin’s Russia, he reveals how 
photographs were retouched in an 
attempt to change history. 

For instance, he placed a 1918 
photograph of the Council of People’s 
Commissars—the revolutionary cab-
inet—beside a 1970 version of the 
same photo.

The original 33 members have 
been reduced to 4 as many of these 
commissars, including the revolu-
tionary leader Trotsky, were mur-
dered during the Stalinist period. 

Although the design of his beau-
tifully produced books is integral to 
them, King  was interested in content 

far more than in form. 
In oppressive regimes, he said, 

“design doesn’t much matter.  The 
horrors of the regime are what 
matter”.  

So with Nazi films he argued, “I 
don’t care how well it’s filmed or 
what the lighting’s like.  It’s a disgust-
ing Nazi rally”.

In the 1970s King designed anti-
apartheid posters and posters and 
logos for the Anti Nazi League. 

He produced some of  the 
most iconic political posters of  

the period. 
His final book, John Heartfield—

Laughter is a Devastating Weapon, is 
a collection of works by the radical 
German artist. 

Heartfield used art as a weapon 
against the Nazis in his political mon-
tages of the 1930s.

In Red Star Over Russia—a Visual 
History of the Soviet Union from 
1917 to the Death of Stalin, King 
writes, “Even as a child I detested 
capitalism. 

“When my uncle, who was a 

socialist, taught me about the true 
nature of the ruling class I agreed 
with him that it clearly had to be 
overthrown. 

“I used to dream, like all children, 
how life would be in the 21st century. 

“If anyone had told me that there 
would still be inequality, racism, 
kings, queens and religious maniacs 
stalking the planet I would have con-
sidered them crazy.”

King’s books and exhibitions stand 
as clear expressions of his political 
commitment.

A 1918 photograph of the Council 
of People’s Commisars (above). In 
the 1970 reproduction only three 
are present after many of them 
were removed (inset)

AN ANTI Nazi League poster from 
the 1970s, designed by King (left)

EXHIBITION

THE GREAT BRITISH  
GRAPHIC NOVEL EXHIBITION
Cartoon Museum, London 
cartoonmuseum.org  
Until 24 July  
£7, free for under-18s

THIS EXHIBITION showcases 
graphic novels from A 
Harlot’s Progress by Hogarth 
in 1732 to 1980s classics V 
for Vendetta and Watchmen.

The exhibition includes 
a full colour cover and four 
pages from Charley’s War, 
which tells the story of an 
underage soldier in the First 
World War.

The Cartoon Museum 
is celebrating its tenth 
anniversary and will host a 
number of linked events over 
the summer.

RADIO

ARMANDO IANNUCCI—
FACTS AND FANCIES
Radio 4 and BBC iPlayer, 
Saturdays, 10.30pm

WRITER AND satirist 
Armando Iannucci presents 
essays on topics from 
greetings cards to dictators 
across five 15-minute 
episodes.

TELEVISION
THE OUT-LAWS
Channel 4 and on 
walterpresents.com  
Due to be screened early June

THE OUT-LAWS is Channel 
4’s version of Belgian 
comedy The Clan.

It tells the story of four 
sisters who conspire to kill 
off Jean-Claude, the hated 
husband of their fifth sister.

Jean-Claude is buried 
in the first episode and 
flashbacks tell his story.

But it seems the sisters 
weren’t the only ones who 
wanted him dead.

And they face another 
battle as they fight for a 
payout on Jean-Claude’s life 
insurance policy.

A page from Charley’s War

 Wallander goes to South Africa for township tension
TELEVISION
WALLANDER
BBC1, Sundays 9pm

THE BBC’S fourth series 
of detective drama 
Wallander, the first since 
author Henning Mankell 
died last year, remains 
fresh.

The first episode, The 
White Lioness, looks at 
South Africa through the 
prism of the “Scandinavian 
noir” crime genre.

When Inge Hedemann, 
a Swedish national, goes 

missing Kurt Wallander 
(Kenneth Branagh) 
abandons an international 
police conference and gets 
to work. 

The lead suspects are 
husband Axel and prison 
gang member Mobasha.

With Scandinavian 
noir’s reliance on bleak 
landscapes and moody 
atmospherics, the setting 
may seem strange. 

But the genre’s 
pioneers, communist 
writers Maj Sjowall and 
Per Wahloo, used crime 
drama to uncover what 

they saw as a criminal 
society. 

Mankell has peered 
underneath Sweden’s 
liberal veneer to uncover 
racism and corruption. 

The first episode nods 
to this repeatedly. 

Max Khulu, head of 
the local tourism board 
and once a “communist 
firebrand”, now wants 
police to keep white 
tourists safe. 

Travelling through 
a township, Wallander 
stumbles across a left 
wing election rally, with 

a speaker berating the 
ruling ANC’s betrayals. 

These nods seemed 
more subtle in Mankell’s 
originals, now they seem 
contrived.

The plot can be hard to 
follow. Mankell’s original 
storyline for The White 
Lioness from the 1990s—
about a plot to assassinate 
Nelson Mandela—was 
more ambitious and better 
structured. 

But it won’t be hard for 
a new audience to get into 
the series.
Tomáš Tengely-EvansKenneth Branagh as Wallander
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will have a huge debt on their 
shoulders from the time they’re 
born in Ireland.

“The outcome of that is 
severe social decline. The min-
ister for finance has described 
this as ‘picking the low-hanging 
fruit’. There are special educa-
tion facilities put into schools to 
help Travellers—this was cut by 
86 percent.”

Union
Trade union leaders should be 
leading the fightback. Instead, 
disgracefully, they have lined 
up with the bosses to defend 
the EU. Francis O’Grady, gen-
eral secretary of the TUC has 
said that “The broader labour 
movement is united behind the 
benefits of EU membership for 
working people.”

But where was the EU 
when the Tories announced 
their plans to privatise every 
single school in Britain, asked 
Choonara.

“Did the EU turn around 
and say, no you can’t do that? 
Absolutely not”, he said.

Trade union leaders have 
argued that workers should 
look to the EU to defend their 
rights and conditions at work.

But Lorraine Douglas, a 
Unison member speaking in 
a personal capacity, retorted 
angrily from the floor.

“If I see one more meme tell-
ing me that the EU gave me 
equal pay I think I might lose 
my temper”, she said. “For the 
record, it was the women who 
struck at Dagenham that won 
equal pay!”

Those on the left who defend 
the EU are also defending the 
Tories from their worst crisis in 
decades, Callinicos warned.

“If Leave is successful it will 
take out the two main figures 
in that government, Cameron 
and Osborne”, he predicted. 
“Anyone who thinks that this 
will lead to a smooth succession 
of Boris Johnson into Downing 
Street is kidding themselves.

 “An opportunity exists. It’s 
something that can be taken up 
across Europe. We can take that 
opportunity and we have to.”

Argyri Erotokritou from 
Antarsya, the Greek anticapital-
ist coalition, said international 
solidarity was crucial—and that 
meant confronting the EU.

“The potential Lexit win 
would show us that we are not 
alone in this fight like the EU 
and our government says,” she 
said. “We can win a workers’ 
and refugees’ Europe, free from 
racism, austerity and wars.”

Anti-austerity 
strikers in Greece 
burn the EU flag 
(top). Over 150 
people joined the 
Lexit meeting in 
London last week 
(above)

T
HE European Union 
(EU) is forcing 
austerity on peo-
ple living within 
its borders and 
its member states 

are waging wars outside its 
borders.

Racism is a cornerstone of the 
ideology that binds it together 
in an imperialist project to push 
the priorities of the ruling class. 

This was the message coming 
out of a busy meeting in cen-
tral London on Wednesday of 
last week that called for a left 
wing, internationalist exit from 
the EU.

It was organised by Lexit, 
the Left Leave campaign, bring-
ing together different socialist 
groups and trade unions.

The EU referendum in Britain 
represents an opportunity to 
tear apart the Tory party—
and to begin to break up one 
of the major global capitalist 
institutions. 

Alex Callinicos from the 
Socialist Workers Party in 
Britain emphasised this point. 
“Virtually every major capital-
ist institution has come out in 
support of Remain—Lloyds, the 
Bank of England, the CBI, the 
list goes on,” he said.

Imperialism
“The EU is one of the most 
important projects of Western 
imperialism. Since the late 
1940s the United States, which 
remains the dominant power in 
global capitalism, has promoted 
European integration to secure 
a prosperous and stable junior 
partner for managing global 
capitalism.”

The opportunity to strike a 
blow against such a key tool of 
the ruling class is one that any 
serious socialist must grab with 
both hands. Without a confron-
tation with the EU, many of the 
left’s goals and demands are 
impossible.

Rob Griffiths, general secre-
tary of the Communist Party of 
Britain, said, “Even the kind of 
policy that John McDonnell is 
advocating, the idea of People’s 
Quantitative Easing, that the 
Bank of England can buy out 
bonds issued by public sector 
bodies in order to fund capital 
investment.

“This is explicitly outlawed 
by Article 123 on the Treaty of 
the Functioning of the European 
Union.

“Why on earth is he arguing 
to stay in a setup that would 
completely outlaw one of the 
key policies he is hoping to 
implement?”

One of the great lies of the 
EU is that it promotes free 
movement.

The reality is a Fortress 
Europe of racist borders.

Since the recent deal between 
the EU and Turkey came into 
effect just 177 refugees have 
been allowed into Europe out 
of 2.7 million Syrian refugees 
in Turkey.

Joseph Choonara, one of the 
organisers of the Lexit cam-
paign, spoke from the floor and 
pushed the point.

“We shouldn’t rely on the EU 

as any kind of defender against 
racism or attacks on refugees,” 
he argued.

“And we should be clear that 
the logic of Fortress Europe 
is underpinned by ideologies 
every bit as nasty as French, 
British or German nationalism.”

He pointed out that Syrian 
Kurds are being moved to 
Turkey, where the government 
is bombing Kurdish people.

“And if you’re an Afghani 
or an Eritrean then you simply 
don’t have refugee status,” he 

said. “It’s absolutely barbaric 
and immoral.” 

The racism at the heart of 
the EU has been exposed by its 
brutal treatment of refugees. 

Brid Smith, a recently elected 
TD to the Irish Dail, underlined, 
“They’ve pushed tens of thou-
sands of people back into the 
arms of one of the most des-
potic regimes in the world.”

And the EU has done nothing 
to stop the rise of fascism and 
racism in European countries.

Lindsey German, a leading 

figure in the anti-war move-
ment, spoke on behalf of 
Counterfire.

“There are no sanctions at all 
put on the racist and far right 
governments in countries such 
as the Czech Republic, like 
Slovakia, like Hungary,” she 
said. “There are sanctions on 
Greece attacking them over the 
economic policies.”

D
AVID Cameron has 
asserted, with no 
evidence what-
soever, that the 
EU has prevented 
wars. For him, the 

war in the former Yugoslavia 
didn’t happen and the impe-
rialist interventions by EU 
states across the Middle East 
don’t count. 

German mocked his argu-
ment, pointing to the “French 
colonial war in Algeria” in 
particular.

The EU has also played a cen-
tral part in the low-level war 
which is developing in Ukraine 
today.

Quim Arrufat from the 
Popular Unity Candidacy (CUP) 
in Catalonia looked beyond 
the borders of the EU, where 
the bloc, its members and its 
allies are wreaking death and 
destruction.

“They are bombing our 
brothers and sisters in south-
east Turkey and Kurdistan, 
through Libya, Syria, Palestine 
and Iraq,” he said. “Avoiding 
war is something which they 
have not achieved.”

In Ireland, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal and Cyprus the EU 
has imposed austerity. The 
European Central Bank is cur-
rently demanding £6 billion 
more cuts from the Spanish 
state.

People in Greece resound-
ingly rejected austerity in a  
referendum in 2015. But the EU 
demanded a punishing bailout 
deal anyway.

Callinicos said, “The idea of 
a progressive Europe has died. 
It died last summer in Greece, it 
died when the leaders of the EU 
treated with contempt the mas-
sive vote against austerity and 
imposed an even more vicious 
settlement on Greece.”

Smith said,  “The EU institu-
tions bailed us out to the tune 
of 84 billion euros.

“The yearly 9 billion euro 
interest payments will continue 
until 2054. People in Ireland 

 EXIT
STAGE 

 LEFT
Socialists and anticapitalists come out fighting to put their 
own case against the bosses’ EU, reports Alistair Farrow

The idea of a 
progressive 
Europe died 
last summer 
in Greece

‘‘ 
Alex Callinicos

Watch on the web
lSocialist Worker has produced 
a short video of the Lexit meeting 
in London. To watch it, go to 
socialistworker.co.uk/art/42780/L
lFor videos of the full speeches 
of all the platform speakers, go to 
socialistworker.co.uk/art/42779/T
lFor more coverage of the EU 
and the referendum debate, go to 
socialistworker.co.uk/tag/view/54 Irish TD Brid Smith speaking in the Lexit video

GET INVOLVED
Lexit, the Left Leave 
campaign, launched last 
month to call for a left wing 
vote against the EU
lIt brings together the 
Socialist Workers Party, 
RMT union, Indian Workers 
Association, Communist 
Party and other left groups.
lLexit campaigners have 
taken part in debates and 
meetings across Britain as 
the referendum draws nearer
lFor more information and 
Lexit campaigning materials 
go to leftleave.org

IRELAND’S NEW 
POLITICS  
Brid Smith and 
Richard Boyd Barrett

IMPERIALISM 
TODAY  
Alex Callinicos

WHERE NEXT 
AFTER THE EU 
REFERENDUM?  
Natalie Bennett and 
Joseph Choonara

PLUS activists from all 
over Europe and beyond

marxismfestival.org.uk 

MARXISM 2016
30 JUNE - 4 JULY

Don’t abandon the EU 
referendum to the racists

Should the anti-EU 
left campaign to leave 
or hold their tongues? 
Dave Sewell argues 
we have to stick to our 
principles
MANY OF the left recognise 
the anti-worker, anti-refugee, 
undemocratic rottenness 
of the European Union 
(EU) but plan to vote for it 
anyway—at least “for now”.

Guardian columnist Paul 
Mason made one of the most 
explicit cases for this position 
last week, arguing for “Brexit 
(one day)”. He wrote that 
the EU “is not—and cannot 
become—a democracy”.

It proved it could “crush 
the left wing government 
of Greece”. It “subordinated 
workers’ right to strike to 
an employer’s right to do 
business”. It makes austerity 
and the “economic principles 
of the Thatcher era” a “non-
negotiable obligation”.

All that is apparently 
cancelled out by, “In two 
words—Boris Johnson.”

The racist Tory right and 
Ukip, not the left, brought 
up the debate on the EU. 
They, not us, are the most 
visible face of “Brexit”.

Damage
That much is true, but it 
doesn’t follow that they would 
be the ones to benefit—or that 
they could do more damage 
without the EU’s “constraints”.

The biggest beneficiary so 
far of the Tories’ EU splits has 
been Jeremy Corbyn. Some 
recent polls suggest that if a 
new election was called, he 
could become prime minister.

Johnson is a vile bigot—
but so is David Cameron. 
The EU hasn’t held him 
back from wreaking misery 
upon the poor and viciously 
attacking workers through 
the Trade Union Act. But 
the Tories’ divisions have 
held him back to an extent.

Education secretary Nicky 
Morgan and health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt have been left 
isolated and defensive against 
teachers and doctors. The 
vicious welfare reforms that 
were once the Tories’ flagship 
policy are in chaos after Iain 
Duncan Smith’s resignation.

The Tory manifesto was full 

of attacks that haven’t made 
it into the queen’s speech.

As the Daily Mirror 
newspaper’s editorial noted, 
“David Cameron is so anxious 
to avoid creating fresh 
controversy within his party 
ahead of the June 23 poll 
that he has been forced to 
limit the damage inflicted 
on working people.”

The chaos in the Tory 
party would only deepen if 

Cameron lost the referendum. 
A new leadership election 
would be bitter and damaging 
to the government.

Many argue that a Leave 
vote now would boost racism 
and xenophobia. But that 
would be a risk at any point. 

Allowing racists to 
dominate the Leave campaign 
by refusing to intervene 
is a recipe for disaster.

And strengthening 
Cameron and Fortress Europe 
won’t help that fight.

Telling people that the 
choice is between Cameron, 
the EU and the bosses on one 
hand or Farage and the racists 
on the other is dangerously 
counterproductive.

Far from isolating the 
Eurosceptic right, it risks 
driving those workers who 
can’t stomach toeing the 
Remain line into their arms.

Mason says it will be right 
to confront the EU “when you 
have a Labour government, 
and the EU is resisting it”.

But the EU is on the 
attack now—enforcing 
cuts, negotiating TTIP and 
repressing refugees. And every 
argument used to defend it 
today will make it harder to 
argue against it tomorrow.

EU leaders are terrified of 
the double crisis they face this 
summer, with both Britain’s 
referendum and a new 
standoff with Greece. If the 
left helps them through it the 
opportunity may not return.

When your tactics seem to 
contradict your principles it’s 
usually time for a rethink. 

If you agree that the 
EU is a bosses’ club and a 
racist Fortress Europe, you 
should vote to Leave it.

PAUL MASON argues the time is not right to leave the EU

EU leaders are 
terrified of the 
double crisis 
they face this 
summer

‘‘ 

READ MORE
The EU—a left 
case for exit
A Socialist Worker 
pamphlet by Joseph 
Choonara. Cover price £3 
or ten copies for £20

Phone 020 7840 5600 
to place your order

EUROPE  
EXPLAINED 
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Guards strike for passengers’ safety
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

HUNDREDS OF trains were 
cancelled and passengers 
had to cram onto limited 
Southern train services on 
Wednesday of last week as 
train guards held a solid 
24-hour strike. 

Bosses want them to focus 
on bringing in more money, 
but guards fear for passenger 
safety.

Strikers were furious at 
the “lies” pumped out by 
Southern. “They’re trying to 
make out that we’re strik-
ing because we’re not being 
allowed to control the train 
doors,” striker Ali told Social-
ist Worker. 

“But this is not about some 
power trip—it’s about safety 
for passengers.”

Forcing
Southern is trying to force 
guards into a new on-board 
supervisor role.

It will focus on issuing 
penalty fares to passengers 
and leave drivers with sole 
safety responsibility—and is 
known as driver only opera-

tion (DOO). Strikers said that 
on such a busy network DOO 
was a recipe for disaster.

Drivers on Southern and 
Gatwick Express in the Aslef 
union have now also voted  
84 percent for strikes on an 
82 percent turnout. 

Management have said 
they may go to court to try to 
stop the action.

Bosses have “very strong 

business reasons” for intro-
ducing the new role.

Both firms are part of the 
new Govia Thameslink Rail-
way (GTR) for London and 
the south east. It is the larg-
est in Britain in terms of pas-
sengers, staff and fleet. 

It is run by transport 
giants Go Ahead Group and 
Keolis, under a management  
contract with the Department 

for Transport (DfT). GTR 
bosses are in line for a large 
bonus if they hit targets for 
cutting ticketless travel.

The union argues that this 
lies behind the change in 
guards’ duties.

Guards get a small commis-
sion on tickets sold but under 
their new role this will be paid 
only on full priced tickets.

Victor, a Southern RMT 

union rep, said, “Don’t be 
in any doubt, what happens 
here will have a lasting effect 
across the country. They 
don’t want unions involved. 
We’re fighting for the safety 
of everyone using trains.”

The Tories are behind the 
attack. 

The DfT’s head of pas-
senger services has publicly 
warned of “punch-ups” with 
the unions. 

Penalty
GTR claims to want to “work 
collaboratively and to seek 
agreement” but the actions of 
its subsidiary show that bosses 
want a regime of fear to get 
their way.

Workers are effectively 
being told “accept the new 
role or leave”. 

Southern even t r ied 
to blame workers for the 
stress bosses are putting 
them under saying “unprec-
edented levels of sickness” 
had caused “ongoing disrup-
tion” to services.

But strikers say bosses’ fail-
ure to negotiate and not recruit 
enough staff is to blame.

Southern intends to sack 

every guard who does not 
accept the role.

It has said workers can 
forget about any redundancy 
payments if they continue to 
strike.

The firm hopes to ramp 
up the financial pressure and 
force workers to accept the 
changes. 

Bosses docked two days’ 
pay for each strike day last 
month and withdrew work-
ers’ parking permits and 
travel passes for their whole 
family. 

Victor  told Social is t 
Worker that the intimidation 
backfired. “Once they hit our 
families it took it to a whole 
new level.”

The train guards are deter-
mined to fight—and they 
deserve everyone’s support 
and solidarity. 
Tweet @Keeptheguard 
with your support and go 
to  Facebook “Southern 
Guards dispute page”.

nRMT members working as 
train guards in Scotland begin 
a ballot for strikes and action 
short of strikes this week over 
the extension of driver only 
operation on Abellio Scotrail. 

SOUTHERN STRIKERS picketing at Victoria station last week              Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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Britain’s brutal Egyptian ally 
rounds up and jails socialists
Under the dictatorship of Abdel Fattah el-Sisi socialists and the left are bearing the brunt of the 
crackdown on protest—mobilising international solidarity is crucial, writes Charlie Kimber

 Journalists fight back as regime covers up the truth
SECTIONS of Egyptian 
journalists are 

refusing to be intimidated 
by the repression.

Last week hundreds 
gathered at the press 
syndicate (union) building 
in Cairo to discuss “the 
battle for dignity” and how 
to deal with a regime that 
tramples on the truth.

Police had stormed the 
syndicate’s premises on 
1 May and arrested two 
journalists for allegedly 
“publishing false news” 
and “plotting to overthrow 
the regime.”

In response hundreds 
of journalists joined 

demonstrations chanting 
“Journalism is not a 
crime.” 

An emergency syndicate 
meeting of over 2,000 
people voted to boycott 
all news relating to the 
interior minister.

It agreed to publish 
his photo “in a negative 
context only” and 
demanded that the 
president apologise for the 
storming of the syndicate 
office.

A parliamentary debate 
saw regime-friendly MPs 
lay into the journalists and 
accuse them of clearing 
the path for terrorism. 

Mostafa Bakri MP 
claimed the syndicate 
had turned its building 
into a sanctuary for 
“revolutionary socialists”, 
the radical 6 April 
movement and the 
remnants of the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

Khaled El-Balshy, the 
head of the Freedom 
Committee of the 
Journalists’ Syndicate, 
has said, “We may go on a 
general journalists’ strike 
or refrain from publishing 
or editing.

“These are proposals to 
be discussed by the next 
assembly.”

REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVISTS who 
have been at the forefront of the 
struggle in Egypt are in the regime’s 
firing line. Mass jailings, rammed 
through without the slightest pre-
tence of judicial procedure, are 
designed to behead the resurgent 
protest movement.

Several of those locked up are 
socialists fighting for democracy and 
a society that serves workers and the 
poor.

Egyptian judges recently handed 
down long jail terms to over 150  
activists seized in the latest crackdown 
on protests. Over 100 defendants were 
given five-year jail sentences and large 
fines, and in another case 51 defend-
ants received two-year jail sentences. 

In Egypt today people can be 
jailed without any taking of evi-
dence, any defence witnesses, nor any  
cross-examination of police. 

Many cases are “heard” by judges 
in a matter of minutes, without the 
chance for lawyers to present a case, 
and often the only “evidence” heard is 
the opinions of secret police officers. 

Detention
People are grabbed in their homes or 
off the streets, herded into detention, 
and presented to the court to have 
their sentence proclaimed by a judge.

Abdel Fattah el-Sisi’s government is 
a key British ally in the region. It came 
to power following a military takeo-
ver in July 2013 but has come under 
increasing pressure. 

Economically bankrupt and with 
internal divisions, it has lashed out in a  
desperate effort to break resistance.

Despite this, some of the largest 
protests for several years took place on 
15 and 25 April. The flashpoint for the 
demonstrations was the regime’s deci-
sion to hand over the strategic Tiran 

and Sanafir islands to Saudi Arabia—
which has bankrolled Sisi.

At some protests people called for 
“the fall of the regime”, a slogan from 
the 2011 revolution which ended dic-
tator Hosni Mubarak’s 30-year rule.

Socialists and the left were cen-
tral to these demonstrations, and 
they are now bearing the brunt of the 
repression.

Some of the people imprisoned 
recently have started a hunger strike. 
In a letter smuggled from prison they 
say, “We have started an open-ended 

full hunger strike in protest at the 
unjust and oppressive sentence that 
has been passed against us, while 
ignoring the simplest definitions of 
justice.

“Forty seven of us will join the 
strike, including engineers, doctors, 
students and labourers living on  
per-day salaries.

“We love life, and that’s exactly 
what pushed us towards this step since 
we found no other path to it. We enter 
our hunger-strike in defence of our 
dreams and future.”

Don’t let 
them rot in 
Sisi’s jails

CONDITIONS in 
Egypt’s jails are 

horrific. The hot 
weather is making 
conditions particularly 
dangerous as detainees 
swelter in the heat.

Prisoners have to 
bribe guards to use the 
toilet or to wash. 

Asmaa Aly, wife of 
detained lawyer  
Malek Adly wrote on 
Facebook, “Malek is in 
solitary confinement 
and has not been 
allowed out to see the 
sun, or even to leave the 
cell. 

“The water and food 
they give him are filthy 
and he has not been 
allowed any visits at all.” 

Dr Taher Mokhtar, who 
has campaigned over 
prison conditions, was 
arrested in January and 
remains in detention.

International 
solidarity is crucial. 

A statement against 
the jailings is supported 
by a wide range of 
campaigners, trade 
unionists, politicians 
and academics, 
including the shadow 
chancellor John 
McDonnell.
Sign the statement,  
download resources and  
find out more  
egyptsolidarityinitiative.org

Journalists protest against the clampdown on the press in Cairo

EGYPT’S dictator Sisi gave Saudi king Salman two islands in thanks for bankrolling his counter-revolution

Socialist Worker  25 May 2016

TARGETED
lMahmoud Ezzat, a 
revolutionary activist

lMohamed Nagy, a human 
rights researcher into violations 
of students’ rights for an 
important human rights NGO

lHaitham Mohamedain was 
told his case will come up later. 
This suggests he may face even 
harsher punishment

A member of Sisi’s special forces
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IN BRIEF 

Rio cinema strikes 
against bosses’ cut
WORKERS AT the Rio cinema 
in, Dalston, east London, were 
set to strike this Wednesday 
against job cuts and attacks 
on the union.

The Bectu union members 
recently won a battle to get 
bosses to pay workers back 
pay from 2013. 

But bosses then slashed 
hours and plan to get rid of 
the posts held by union reps.

Prestwich college 
talks this week
BOSSES AT Prestwich Arts 
College in Manchester 
have cut the number of 
redundancies they threaten to 
impose on workers.

They are now proposing 
one compulsory redundancy. 

Bosses previously said it 
was four and then said two 
was their “final offer”.

NUT union members at the 
college have held six days of 
solid strikes against the cuts. 

Their action has piled 
pressure on the bosses.

They agreed to suspend 
strikes for talks this week.
lSend messages of support 
to roywilkes59@me.com and 
messages of protest to  
office@prestwich.bury.sch.uk

Ripe targets are 
rotten, say workers
UCU UNION members at 
Newcastle University could 
take industrial action to 
defend conditions.

The workers have voted in 
favour of strikes and action 
short of a strike against  
the implementation of 
Research and Innovation 
Performance Expectations 
(Ripe). 

These will introduce a 
number of new “performance 
targets” for workers to meet.

Workers see it as part of the 
Tory plan to privatise higher 
education (see page 10).
lSend messages of support to 
bruce.baker@ncl.ac.uk

Union debates how 
to resist job cuts
POST OFFICE workers met in 
central London on Monday to 
discuss their response to an 
attack on their jobs.

Post Office bosses 
announced plans last week to 
slash as many as 600 jobs in 
its cash handling business. 

The workers’ CWU union 
has attacked the plans and 
organised the meeting to 
discuss the response.

Taxi drivers march 
in Nottingham
OVER 250 taxi drivers in 
the Unite union marched in 
Nottingham to protest against 
the council’s closure of the 
taxi rank at Station Street. 

They were supported 
by the local disabled and 
pensioners’ organisations. 

An angry protest outside 
the council offices demanded 
to see the councillor in charge 
of transport.

 EDL humiliated as its  
 ‘national demo’ flops
by RICHARD MILNER

UP TO 400 anti-fascists, 
trade unionists and socialists 
joined a counter protest 
against the English Defence 
League (EDL) in Coventry 
city centre last Saturday. 

It was called by 
Coventry Unite 
Against Fascism.

The EDL’s national 
demonstration produced 
about 150 supporters. 

They were kept to the 
outskirts of the city centre. 
Swastikas had been daubed 
at various places in Coventry 
the night before.

Two sixth form students 

attending the UAF protest 
spoke to Socialist Worker. 

Nimo said, “It’s really great 
that Coventry has stood up to 

hatred and 
rejected 

intolerance. We need to unite 
against racism but also against 
the system and the Tories who 
breed racism.”

Her friend Anil added, “It’s 
good that there’s so much 
opposition to the EDL. 

“They’re trying to feed on 
peoples’ genuine problems, so 
it’s good to see so many people 
reject their lies. This is a great 
turnout.”

The counter protest was 
supported by a wide range  
of organisations including 
the Unite, NUT, PCS and 
Unison unions, the trades 
council, Coventry Against 
Racism, Coventry Stand Up 
to Racism and Love Music 

Hate Racism.NIMO AND Anil on the demo

Workers’ resolve forces 
council bosses to back off
BOSSES AT Labour-run 
Glasgow City Council suffered 
a major embarassment last 
week as they were forced to 
reinstate public holidays they 
scrapped for council workers.

The council claimed 
“significant progress 
delivering budget savings” 
meant it no longer planned 
to convert six public holidays 
into annual leave.

Its statement coincided 
with both the GMB and 
Unison unions announcing 
that their 2,500 members 
had voted by large majorities 

to strike against the plan.
The workers stood to 

lose up to £500 a year. But 
their strong resolve to strike 
was the real reason for the 
council’s climbdown.

Meanwhile janitors in 
Unison ended their  
week-long strike for equal 
pay. They had taken their 
protest to the council, the 
Scottish parliament and a 
solidarity rally drew over  
100 people.

New strike dates were 
expected as Socialist Worker 
went to press. 

ANTI-FASCISM

SOUTH AYRSHIRE

REFUSE WORKERS at South 
Ayrshire council in Scotland 
began a new phase in their 
dispute over the imposition 
new shift patterns.

The Unite union members 
are resisting new shifts that 
see bin collections up to 
10pm. They previously ended 
mid-afternoon. 

For 12 days from Tuesday 
workers will strike for half an 

hour on each shift. 
The plan will disrupt the 

service for longer than the 
length of the strike as they 
will disrupt the shifts.

The union said bosses 
have refused “meaningful” 
talks and have threatened to 
take the union to court for 
protesting at council offices, 
which bosses claim was 
“illegal picketing”.

COUNCIL WORKERS

Striking janitors at a solidarity rally last week
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HOUSING

Housing staff fight over pay imposition
HOUSING WORKERS in 
the Unite union struck 
for 24 hours on Thursday 
of last week over pay.

The 147 workers, based 
in Manchester and London, 
rejected a 1 percent pay rise 
yet Homes and Communities 
Association (HCA) bosses tried 
to impose the deal.

Manchester Unite rep Kerry, 
spoke to Socialist Worker 
on the picket line. “This is a 
way of showing our employer 
that we will not let them take 
away our terms and conditions 
unilaterally,” she said. “We 
will continue to take action if 
they fail to come back to the 
negotiating table.”

Workers think that the pay 
deal is just the start and that 
bosses plan to restructure 
departments. HCA boss Mark 
Hodgkinson closed 60 stores 
and made almost 1,000 people  
redundant at his job as slasher-
in-chief at HMV.

Further action is planned for 
14 and 15 June. PCS members 
employed by HCA are also 
being balloted to join the 
dispute. 
Thanks to Laila Hasan

nTHE KILL the Housing 
Bill (KTHB) campaign 
met last Saturday to plan 
resistance to the new 
Housing and Planning Act.

Some 60 activists discussed 
the next steps for the 
campaign. The focus was on 
building local groups capable 
of pressuring councils to refuse 
to implement the Bill. 

But the next national event 
is a demonstration on 18 June 
in central London. Tanya 
Murat from Southwark Defend 

Council Housing (DCH) said 
that 90 people came to the 
first KTHB meeting there. The 
leader of the council spoke 
on the platform. The meeting 
agreed to draft a letter to 
new Labour London mayor 
Sadiq Khan calling on him to 
hold a conference of Labour 
councillors opposed to the law. 

nGYPSIES AND Travellers 
demonstrated outside 
parliament last Saturday 
against the Tories’ new 
housing and planning law. 

It means that Travellers 
will be forced to move for a 
fixed period of time each year 
to claim Traveller status. This 
means a choice between stable 
jobs and their identity.

Forcing people to move 
constantly increases the 
likelihood of racist attacks.

Lisa Smith from the 
Advisory Council for the 
Education of Romany and 
other Travellers said, “There’s 
a severe lack of equality. 
There’s a massive amount of 
discrimination and racism.

“It influences policymaker’s 
decisions towards us.”

ANTI-FASCISM ROUND-UP

AROUND 70 anti-fascists 
humiliated a rump of a 
dozen miserable English 
Defence League (EDL) 
supporters last Sunday 
morning in Colchester, Essex.

The EDL’s silent “march” 
turned into a walk 
protected by Essex police. 

The racists were trying 
to capitalise on the 
murder of soldier Lee 
Rigby in Woolwich, south 
London, three years ago.

Passers-by joined the 
anti-racist demonstration 
against the EDL’s poisonous 
Islamophobia.

The police escorted 
the EDL contingent 
away to their transport 
as anti-racists chanted, 
“Bye bye Nazi losers”.
Tony Sullivan

nANTI-FASCISTS in 
Rotherham, South 
Yorkshire, are preparing 
to protest against the 
Islamophobic Pegida group 
on Saturday 4 June.

Pegida is trying to use 
a sexual exploitation 
scandal in the town 
to whip up racism. 

The anti-fascist protest 

will assemble in Rotherham 
town centre at 12 noon. 
lGo to Rotherham UAF on 
Facebook for more details.

nTHE FASCIST Britain First 
group was humiliated in 
Leicester last Saturday 
after it tried to hold a 
stall in the city centre. 

Socialist Workers Party 
members challenged the 
Nazis and won support 
from passers-by. 

Up to 40 people 
challenged around 12 
Nazis, who were eventually 
escorted away by police.

TRANSPORT WORKERS

SOME 150 bus drivers 
joined the picket line at First 
Manchester’s Queens Road 
depot on Tuesday in a fight 
over changes to conditions 
and bargaining procedures.

The strike affected bus 
services across Manchester, 
Oldham, Rochdale, Salford 
and Trafford. A common 
theme among workers 
was having to take a stand 
to stop management 
walking all over them. The 
strength of the action will 
have been an unpleasant 
surprise to bosses.
lMore at socialistworker.co.uk

nTRAM DRIVERS in 
south London have voted 
100 percent for strikes 
over pay in a dispute 
with Croydon Tramlink 
operator FirstGroup.

The Aslef union members 
suffered a cut to their 
pension benefits last year. 
The increased cost of paying 
for their own pension, which 
is up to £120 per month, 
is much more than the pay 
rise offered by FirstGroup.

The union said strikes 
were “inevitable” unless fat 
cat bosses addressed the cut 
to workers’ living standards.

SOCIALISM

SOME 110 people attended 
a Socialist Workers Party 
rally in Sheffield last week. It 
asked, “Is socialism possible?”

Sally Campbell argued 
that capitalism is not meeting 
humanity’s needs and how 
we need a socialist system 
with real wealth distribution.  

Workers from the Pennine 
Foods strike spoke—it was 
inspiring to hear how they 
turned away 12 supply 
vans at the picket line.

Irish MP Brid Smith talked 
about the success of socialist 

candidates in recent elections 
and the fight against austerity 
and privatisation in Ireland. 

Julie Sherry argued 
that strikes are so 
important because “they 
give people a sense of 
their collective power”. 

Other speakers included 
a junior doctor, a Doncaster 
Women’s Aid anti-cuts 
campaigner and one of the 
Rotherham 12 on the struggle 
against the far right and why 
we can’t let them divide us.
Jemma Jones

P
ic

t
u

r
e
: r

ic
h

a
r

d
 M

il
n

e
r

HCA strikers on picket line
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CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

Welsh museum fight 
can beat the bosses
by NICK CLARK

WELSH MUSEUM workers 
fighting to stop an attack on 
pay look like they are near-
ing a settlement as they 
enter their fourth week of 
an all-out strike. But they 
still need solidarity to help 
them win.

Members of the PCS union 
at National Museum Wales are 
fighting bosses’ plans to scrap 
weekend premium payments 
that could see some workers 
lose as much as £3,000. 

But there were signs that 
the dispute was nearing an 
end after PCS officials and the 
Welsh government reached an 
agreement last week.

PCS branch chair Geraint 
Parfitt told Socialist Worker 
that the chance of reaching a 
decent deal “looks good”. 

He said, “The Welsh gov-
ernment put an offer forward 
and now we have to wait for 
the museum management to 
agree.”

Government
The museum is funded by 
the Welsh government—
any agreement that requires 
extra funding would need its 
approval.

The Labour-led govern-
ment had previously refused 
to have anything to do with 
the dispute. 

But on the day that the all-
out strike began, Welsh first 

minister Carwyn Jones prom-
ised to intervene  after the 
Welsh elections.

And at a lobby of the 
Welsh Assembly earlier 
this month, 20 Assembly 
Members from both Labour 
and Plaid Cymru came to 
support the strikers.

Many strikers are pleased 
that the assembly has finally 
intervened. 

But Peter Broome from 
the Big Pit museum in south 
Wales said, “He should have 
done before now.”

The strikers have had huge 
solidarity from trade unions 
and other supporters. 

The strike fund has raised 
more than £10,000 and strik-
ers have visited towns and 
cities across Britain to raise 

support. The strike has also 
helped to strengthen the 
union. 

Peter spoke to Socialist 
Worker on a visit to London 
to raise solidarity.

He said, “We’ve become so 
strong that management have 
created a monster. 

“The people who I thought 
would be weakest have been 
really active. 

“It’s brought out people 
who wouldn’t expect to be 
militants.”

Candy Udwin, a PCS rep 
at the National Gallery in 
London, told the strikers, 
“You’ve shown that all-out 
works. 

“People have said to me 
that we managed it because 
you’re in the National Gallery, 

in Trafalgar Square. 
“But you’ve shown that you 

can organise in other places 
too.”

The strikers will need con-
tinued support to help them 
keep going. If they can win, 
they will be an inspiration and 
an example to anyone who 
wants to fight back.
lDonate to the strike fund: 
Bank: Unity Trust Bank Account 
name: PCS Amgueddfa Cymru 
107006 Branch Hardship Fund 
Account number: 20364700 
Sort code: 60-83-01. Or donate 
online at bit.ly/26eNhvq
lSign the online petition at bit.
ly/1W2tavK
lInvite a striker to speak at 
your branch. Email branch 
secretary Peter Hill at 
dennishill20@hotmail.com

Revolt against pay deal in the DWP
by NICK CLARK in Brighton

THE START of the PCS union 
conferences on Monday saw 
big debates in the HMRC 
(tax) and DWP (work and 
pensions) sectors.

The DWP Group Executive 
Committee (GEC) faced a 
big revolt over its decision to 
back a pay deal.

A card vote saw the deal 
pass narrowly, with  
43.5 percent against the deal 
and 56.4 percent in favour. 

The deal would mean that 
normal working hours would 
be extended to between 8am 
to 8pm. And Saturday would 
be part of the working week.

It would give above 
inflation pay increases for  
60 percent of workers below 
the top of the pay scale for 
their grade. Some would see 
20 percent rises over four 

years.
But the deal is divisive 

as other workers would see 
increases of only between  
1.3 and 1.6 percent each year. 
Workers could opt out of the 
new contracts—but would not 
see any of the pay increases.

Speakers in favour of the 
deal argued that there was no 
alternative, and no possibility 
of fighting for a better one.

Osborne
Before the debate, PCS 
general secretary Mark 
Serwotka told delegates, “It’s 
not a perfect deal. No deal is. 
We have to persuade other 
public sector unions that we 
have to campaign together to 
beat George Osborne’s pay 
cap.

“The idea that PCS can 
beat the pay cap on its own is 
a hard ask.”

But Kate Douglas from 

Oxford said, “When a union 
fights it makes us stronger. 
The Tories are tearing 
themselves apart. Now is the 
time to fight.”

Jane Aitchison from 
Leeds said, “Our members 
were gutted that their union 
was recommending that we 
accept this deal.

“It will haunt us for years 
and leave us in no position to 
fight back on other issues.”

PCS members will be 
balloted on the deal. Activists 
can still campaign to reject it.

Meanwhile delegates in 
the HMRC sector debated 
the union’s response to the 
bosses’ programme of office 
closures and redundancies. 
A motion for a national ballot 
was narrowly defeated.

The general PCS 
conference was opening 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press.

PCS UNION CONFERENCES

STRIKERS PROTEST outside the National Museum in Cardiff Picture: Marianne Owens

>>continued from page 20

joint statement by the RMT, 
Aslef and Bfawu unions said, 
“Unlike Ukip and others we 
don’t believe Britain should 
be an island unto itself. 

“Our country, and indeed 
many countries, are nations 
of immigrants. We want 
everyone to get a fair rate for 
the job and everyone to have 
the same rights at work.

“We don’t support fortress 
Britain and so we don’t 
support Fortress Europe. We 
profoundly regret children 
and families fleeing poverty, 
persecution and war not 
being allowed into Europe.”

The Tories’ splits last week 
forced David Cameron to 
back a parliamentary motion 
seeking to protect the NHS 
from the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP). 

This is a trade deal between 
the EU and the US that is 
being negotiated secretly. 
But the amendment does not 
mean the government has to 
take legal action to exempt 
the NHS  from TTIP.

TTIP remains a threat—it 
is another reason why it’s 
right to vote Leave.
lFor meetings for a left 
campaign against the EU go 
toleftleave.org and tusc.org.uk

FOOD WORKERS

Pickets defy Pennine  
bosses with solid strike 
by JENNIFER DUNSTAN

MEMBERS OF the Bfawu 
union at food production 
company Pennine Foods in 
Sheffield began a 48-hour 
strike on Thursday of last 
week. 

Hundreds of workers 
joined the picket lines night 
and day to turn back lorries. 

Bosses at the company, 
which is owned by Seven 
Sisters Food, have attacked 
workers’ basic pay and want 
to take away unsociable 
hours rates of pay.

The bosses have already 
cut perks for working on 
bank holidays. Paid breaks 
are also getting slashed.

Workers could lose up to 
£6,000 a year.

One striker told Socialist 
Worker that even the  
40 workers who voted 
against the strike struck. 

Another striker who has 
worked at Pennine for over 
20 years said this was the 
first strike she’s seen there. 

Supervisors phoned 

workers, threatening 
disciplinary action if they 
didn’t come in. But such 
tactics failed.

“If we didn’t fight this year, 
I reckon they will take our 
sick pay, maternity pay, the 
works,” said a striker.

Workers planned a picket 
of Marks & Spencer (which 
Pennine supplies) in Sheffield 
this week and another  
48-hour strike from Sunday 
5 June.
lSend support via the 
Facebook page Support the 
Pennine Strike—Sheffield

Pennine food workers
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TUC DISABLED WORKERS CONFERENCE

AROUND 160 delegates 
attended last week’s annual 
TUC disabled workers 
conference. 

On its first day, a group of 
delegates joined a lunchtime 
blockade in central London 
organised by Disabled 
People Against Cuts. 

Benefits
The focus of the protest 
was the deaths of disabled 
people linked to benefits 
assessment procedures and 
cuts.

This was also a recurring 
theme at the event.  

Much of the event was 
taken up by two question and 
answer sessions. 

Debbie Abrahams, 
Labour’s shadow disability 
minister, expressed sympathy 
for the concerns of delegates 
but made few concrete policy 
promises.  

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell emphasised that 
the new leadership wanted 
to “return the Labour Party 
to its roots as a social 

movement”
He also said that the new 

shadow cabinet represented 
a “political broad church”. 

McDonnell highlighted the 
deaths of disabled people 
due to benefit assessments 
as did TUC leader Frances 
O’Grady, who also addressed 
delegates. 

Prosecuted
McDonnell demanded that 
Tories such as Iain Duncan 
Smith should be prosecuted 
for ignoring a series of 
internal Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP) 
reports triggered by the 
deaths. 

Echoing years of criticism 
of the tests by disability 
activists and others, Several 
of the DWP reports had 
recommended changes to 
assessment procedures. 

Delegates voted to submit 
a motion demanding the 
end of the Work Capability 
Assessment to TUC annual 
conference. 
Roddy Slorach

BIS 

Civil service 
resistance
CIVIL SERVICE workers at 
the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills 
(BIS) struck on Thursday 
of last week against office 
closures and job cuts.

Plans by Tory business 
secretary Sajid Javid to close 
regional offices and relocate 
them to London or simply close 
them permanently could see 
hundreds of jobs lost.

Some 14,000 workers’ jobs 
are at risk and 40 percent 
are set to go if the planned 
changes aren’t stopped.

The largest regional office 
in Sheffield was closed down 
completely by the strike—with 
some 50 strikers on the picket 
line.

Strikers also protested 
outside Sheffield’s Cutlers’ 
Hall, where Javid was speaking 
to bosses at the opulent annual 
Cutlers’ Feast.
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UNI STRIKE OVER  
MORE THAN PAY
by SADIE ROBINSON 

SOME 60,000 university 
workers were set to strike on 
Wednesday and Thursday.

The UCU union members 
are demanding more than the 
bosses’ paltry 1.1 percent pay 
offer. 

They also want to end the 
pay inequality that blights 
the lives of women and casu-
alised workers.

Gender pay equality will 
be the theme of the first strike 
day, while the second will 
focus on casualisation.

A protest against zero 
hours contracts will take 
place at London Metropolitan 
University in north London at 
1pm on Thursday.

Bosses are targeting UCU 
reps, including some on 
zero hours contracts, for 
redundancy.

Christine Paine, who sits 
on UCU’s national executive 
committee (NEC), is one of 
them.

She told Socialist Worker, 
“If we don’t tackle low pay 
and casualisation, we won’t 
tackle gender inequality. 

“At the moment if you 
become pregnant, you’re 

very likely to lose your job. 
It’s outrageous and these are 
political issues.”

Some union leaders want 
to focus exclusively on the 
pay offer. But Sean Wallis, 
UCU vice president at 
University College London 
and and NEC member, told 
Socialist Worker, “The unions 

shouldn’t try to narrow the 
dispute—this is a political 
fight.”

Many workers are also furi-
ous at the Higher Education 
White Paper (see page 10). 

They know that attacks 
on pay and conditions are 
part of a bigger agenda of 
opening up universities to 

profit-making. But there are 
some doubts about the union 
leadership’s determination. 

Sean said, “We’ve had 
disputes where the union 
has balloted for strikes then 
ended the dispute, so there 
are some concerns about 
being sold out.”

Richard Bradbury is a UCU 

rep at the Open University. 
He told Socialist Worker, 

“The union called off planned 
escalation of strikes at the 
Open University and the 
momentum was lost.”

But he added, “It’s always 
possible to win people back 
to being involved, and people 
are angry over pay.”

Workers are considering 
following this week’s walkout 
with more strikes and action 
short of a strike. 

Some activists argue that 
the union should name fur-
ther dates to show that it is 
serious about the dispute. 

Others stress that the 
union has to have a strat-
egy for dealing with bosses’ 
bullying when workers take 
action. 

Some bosses have docked 
whole days’ wages from 
workers in response to action 
short of a strike. 

Sean said, “The union 
leadership will not escalate to 
national strikes in response to  
such tactics. 

“But we need to have a 
response to pay docking.”

The high strike vote of  
over 65 percent shows that 
university workers are pre-
pared to fight. 

The white paper shows 
what’s at stake if the bosses 
and the Tories get their way.

Strikers should demand 
that the union builds on the 
momentum of this week’s 
walkouts and leads a strong 
campaign that can win.
For updates on the strike go to 
socialistworker.co.uk

OPEN UNIVERSITY workers strike against campus closures last November   Picture: SocialiSt Worker

EU REFERENDUM 

Establishment Remain and Leave campaigns ramp up fear, lies and racism 
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

THE EUROPEAN Union 
(EU) referendum Remain 
campaign ramped up 
its attempts to frighten 
people with lies and 
wild claims this week. 

Tory chancellor George 
Osborne said leaving the 
EU would tip Britain into a 
year-long “DIY recession” 
with up to 820,000 jobs 
lost over two years. 

This comes from the 
man who has presided 
over half a decade of 
recession and stagnation 
and slashed over 600,000 
public sector jobs. 

Former chiefs of Tesco, 

Sainsbury’s, Marks & 
Spencer and B&Q were 
also wheeled out to 
warn that leaving could 
have a “catastrophic” 
impact on the economy.

Meanwhile the official 
Leave campaign, headed 
by Tory Michael Gove, has 
disgustingly pumped out 
more racist propaganda. 

On Monday it released 
a poster with a British 
passport, shown as an 
open door with footprints 
leading through it. The 
slogan reads, “Turkey 
(population 76 million) is 
joining the EU. Vote leave.”

The Vote Leave 
campaign said, “We can 
expect to see an additional 

million people added 
to the UK population 
from Turkey alone 
within eight years. 

“This will not only 
increase the strain on 
Britain’s public services, 
but it will also create 
a number of threats 
to UK security. 

Movement 
“Because of the EU’s 
free movement laws, 
the government will 
not be able to exclude 
Turkish criminals from 
entering the UK.”

This was backed up 
with the absurd claims 
that if Turkey, Albania, 
Montenegro, Serbia and 

Macedonia join the EU, “it 
will bring 12,726,000 guns 
into the single market”. 

Such attacks encourage 
racism towards migrants 
in general—and Turkish 
and Kurdish people 
in particular. They 
must be opposed.

The socialist Leave 
campaign, Lexit (see 
pages 14 and 15), utterly 
rejects this racism. 

It underlines the 
need for an anti-racist, 
internationalist and 
anti-capitalist approach 
to pull those against 
the EU leftwards.

In contrast to the Vote 
Leave tirade, a recent 
>>continued on page 19The EU referendum is tearing the Tories apart 
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