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EU REFERENDUM

Don’t give racists
credit for the
Leave vote
THE OFFICIAL Remain and
Leave campaigns ramped up
racism against migrants.
But the majority of working
class people are not racists—
including those who voted
Leave in large numbers.
And the three areas outside
London where the “White
British” population is not a
majority voted Leave.
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MARXISM 2016

THOUSANDS RALLIED in Parliament Square to support Jeremy Corbyn

BOSSES AND TORIES IN TURMOIL

IF WE FIGHT
WE CAN WIN
lNO TO AUSTERITYlNO TO RACISMlTORIES MUST GO
Demonstrate 12 noon, Saturday 16 July,
BBC HQ, Portland Place, London W1

How to build
resistance in a
world in crisis
MARXISM 2016 is a five-day
political festival hosted by
the Socialist Workers Party.
Thousands of activists,
campaigners, trade
unionists, students, writers
and academics will come
together at over 150
meetings.
They will discuss how to
win a better world.

marxismfestival.org.uk

MUSEUM WORKERS

Eight-week strike
in Wales shows
action gets results
WORKERS AT National
Museum Wales have voted to
end their dispute after forcing
concessions from bosses.
PCS union members were
on all-out strike over weekend
pay. The deal made real gains,
but there are some problems
with it.
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘The worst day of
my life’

Business minister Anna Soubry
responds to the referendum

‘An electric shock’

French prime minister Manuel Valls

‘I ask all our citizens
to ignore these
noises’
Gibraltar’s chief minister
Fabien Picardo’s reply to
statements from Spanish minister
Jose Manuel Garcia-Margallo

‘A violent, brutal,
immediate massive
move’

The markets’ reaction, as defended
by IMF boss Christine Lagarde

‘A midsummer
night’s nightmare’
Cecilia Malmstrom, EU trade
commissioner, fears for TTIP

‘We are off now to
an Irish pub to get
decently drunk’
The German foreign office

‘Voices more
sympathetic to
the Palestinian
cause will be more
dominant’
A senior Israeli official fears losing
Britain’s influence inside the EU

‘That has to stop’
Calais politician Xavier Bertrand
says France should give up keeping
refugees from reaching Britain

Socialist Worker

Cameron’s
reign of error
has left his
party weaker
THE BRITISH political establishment is in chaos—and the Tory
civil war over the European Union
(EU) referendum is escalating.
The first choice party of British
capitalism is so deeply split it
cannot guarantee it can implement
any policy.
In the referendum, prime minister David Cameron told people that
to vote one way would keep him in
office. It is little wonder many voted
the other way to get him out.
He has resigned and is a lame
duck for a few months while the
Tories vomit up a new leader.
Cameron is the third Tory prime
minster forced out because of splits
over Europe. They were instrumental in the fall of both Margaret
Thatcher and John Major.
Last Friday Cameron walked to
the podium outside 10 Downing
Street and announced, voice breaking, that he was resigning.
This opened up what promises to
be a vicious battle to succeed him
(see below right) after six years in
office and just over a year after he
won an election.

ETON
MESS

His two silver
spoons failed to
cut the mustard
IT IS said that class always comes
through. And all along that was David
Cameron’s problem.
Shortly before he became prime
minister, Cameron was asked by a friend
whether he felt up to the job. With the
arrogance that became his trademark he
replied, “How hard can it be?”
It was certainly a job he was born to.
On Cameron’s own account he was born
with “two silver spoons” in his mouth.
Cameron is King William IV’s greatgreat-great-great-great grandson, which
makes him fifth cousin, twice removed, to
the queen.
Cameron’s father, Ian, and grandfather,
Ewen Donald, were both Eton-educated
senior partners at stockbrokers Panmure
Gordon. Ian ran tax dodging scams for
people even richer than himself.
Cameron, like Boris Johnson, went to
the preposterous Eton school—current
fees £32,000 per year—where the
rich learn to bully and rule, and then
inevitably on to Oxford and its drinking
clubs.
For one Old Etonian to succeed another
as prime minister does begin to smack of
an old school tie stitch-up.
Cameron is the 19th Old Etonian prime
minister. Another seven former prime
ministers went to Harrow, and six to
Westminster.
The biggest fear Cameron’s circle had
was his entitlement and wealth.
After the phone hacking scandal freaked
the establishment, Cameron was able
to get the scandal mired in the Leveson
Inquiry.
Even then reports of country suppers
and rides with Rebekah Brooks brought
diversionary lols. He did manage to claim
memory loss at least 57 times when he
gave evidence to the inquest.
Reports of him having sex with a dead
pig at a posh party didn’t get rid of him,
but it has all added up.
But the haughty arrogance was symbolic
of how the Tories think of us and it was
that arrogance that has got rid of him.

The EU referendum was meant to reunite the split
Conservatives and save their leader’s bacon. Too bad
for them it did the opposite, writes Simon Basketter

Purpose

Cameron was set to attend an
EU summit in Brussels this week,
though for what purpose was
unclear.
Before resigning Cameron apparently said, “Why should I do all the
hard shit only to hand over to someone else.”
Boris Johnson watched and said,
“Oh God. Poor Dave. Jesus.”
Part of the paralysis after the
result is an indication of the scale
of the shock to the system the Leave
vote is.
It took Johnson a few hours to
emerge to booing cyclists who
banged on the roof of his car, shouting “scum”.The reason was that
he had only written a concession
speech to get himself a place in the
cabinet after a Remain vote.
He then had to write a speech
urging Cameron to stay on.
The referendum was supposed to
resolve the divisions over Europe in
the Tories. Instead it has cemented
them.
The decades-deep divisions over
Europe penetrate deep into the
Conservative Party.
Real tensions in Britain’s economic relationship with Europe
provided ready fuel for Tory rows.
In 2005, running out of ideas, they
plumped for a posho rebranding.
The party chose David Cameron—
hoping for a charismatic leader
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who could
lead them
out of their
quagmire.
Cameron
fused the
character of
the nasty Tory
cutter, with
a nod towards
being a younger,
progressive leader.
But he was a conventional Tory.
The dabbling
in hugging the

And now Cameron is going
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e n v i ronment
and poor
people was
short lived.
For the
Tories, the
prospect of
returning to
office was
enough to calm

their divisions—for a while. But after
having whipped up racism and austerity Cameron was worried at the
growth of Ukip to his right.
He offered the referendum to the
Tories to hold them together. He
presumed he would win easily.
The long term impact of that will
be to drive wedges of division deeper
into the heart of the Tories.
That is his legacy.
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The vote to Leave the EU is a revolt
against the rich >>Pages 10&11

Nasty bunch set to knock lumps out of each other
BUNGLING chancellor
George Osborne once
looked like a shoe-in to
succeed David Cameron.
Now he has
backed
down
from

threatening another
austerity budget because
of the Leave vote.
Along the way he has
all but scuppered his
chances of becoming
Tory leader.
Meanwhile, friends of
Cameron accused Boris
Johnson and Michael
Gove of leading a
“mendacious” campaign
and “corroding” trust in
politics.
Gove has endorsed
Johnson’s bid to be
prime minister, setting
up a “nightmare
team” bid to replace
Cameron.

Theresa May is “the grown-up” Tory

Theresa May is likely
to get the backing of
some Cameron loyalists.
A member of
Cameron’s circle said,
“There is a special place
in hell reserved for Boris.
“He and Gove have
basically engineered a
right wing coup. We need
to get behind Theresa.
She’s the grown-up.”
Other Tories have
emerged, including
Jeremy Hunt, Nicky
Morgan, Stephen Crabb
and even the arms
makers’ friend Liam Fox.
After MPs nominate
colleagues for the top job

a ballot is held. It is run
by the chairman of the
1922 Committee—and
only they can vote in the
early stages.
MPs whittle down
candidates to a final two
in a series of votes before
the parliamentary recess
on 21 July. The final
decision is made by party
members before
2 September.
The party’s
conference in
Birmingham in
October will be the
first major event
for the new
leader. It will

be a great opportunity to
demonstrate on Sunday
2 October.

Boris Johnson has his own “special place in hell”
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Gove’s pals
have got
serious beef
THE WAY Michael Gove
prepared for the vote is
an insight into ruling class
cliques and their world view.
Gove spent Thursday evening
hosting a dinner with his wife,
the newspaper columnist Sarah
Vine.
Guests included one of his
special advisers, Henry Newman,
Cameron’s former aide Steve
Hilton, and Kirstie Allsopp, the
television presenter.
Apparently they dined on “an
amazing piece of beef” that was
smoked and thinly sliced by
another guest, the chef Henry
Dimbleby.
His father David was hosting
the BBC’s referendum coverage.
They enjoyed a “jeroboam of
good red wine”. Gove then slept
through the results.

Outrage as
Farage tells
lies on NHS
NIGEL FARAGE triggered
outrage after admitting Leave’s
promise to spend £350 million
a week extra on the NHS
was a “mistake”. He stood
by the racist posters used
in the campaign though.
Right wing Leave
campaigners such as Iain
Duncan Smith also joined in to
deny that they had promised
the cash for the NHS.
“We send the EU £350 million
a week, let’s fund our NHS
instead” had been prominent
on buses and posters.

Marxism 2016
Ideas to change
the world
30 June--4 July
Why did Britain vote
to Leave the EU?
Charlie Kimber
Friday 1 July, 2.30pm

Brexit—a crisis for
British and global
capitalism
Alex Callinicos
Saturday 2 July, 7pm

Where next after
the referendum?
Natalie Bennett and
Joseph Choonara
Sunday 3 July, 4.15pm
Book now marxismfestival.org.uk
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will be immense.
Labour MPs have huge power in
the Labour Party—and the PLP vote
was expected to be overwhelmingly
against Corbyn.

Pressure

The Mirror newspaper ramped
up the pressure even further with
a front page on Tuesday telling
Corbyn to “go now”.
But the size of the rallies on
Monday evening shows Corbyn
has huge support among ordinary
Labour members and supporters.
It is very likely that he would win
any new leadership election.

FIGURE IT OUT

59

	
percent of the Labour
Party membership
voted for Jeremy
Corbyn in the 2015
leadership election

15

	percent of the
Parliamentary Labour
Party nominated him
to get him on the ballot
paper

2/3
Warmonger Hilary Benn had earned his sacking

	of Labour shadow
cabinet members had
resigned to overturn
Corbyn’s leadership by
Monday

Labour left group Momentum,
which organised the London rally,
said 10,000 turned out to support
Corbyn.
Some 300 people were reported
to have come to a similar rally in
Newcastle.
Corbyn also has the support of
a number of Labour MPs such as
John McDonnell, Diane Abbott and
Richard Burgon as well as several
trade unions.
Speakers at the London rally
included Matt Wrack, Dave Ward,
Tosh McDonald, and Ronnie Draper,
leaders of the FBU, CWU, Aslef and
Bfawu unions respectively.

Corbyn was defying attempts to
oust him as Socialist Worker went
to press.
But mobilising the support for
Corbyn in the workplaces and on
the streets—and feeding it into
movements against austerity and
racism—will be crucial to defend
him.
Everyone on the left should
defend Corbyn against the right.



On other pages...
Resist racism coming from the top
after the referendum >>Page 17

Unions must resist the right
SEVERAL trade union
general secretaries
including the leaders of
Unite, Unison and the
GMB have come out
in support of Corbyn.
They have spoken
at rallies and issued
statements of support.
Such support is a
huge boost to Corbyn.
Unions are still
the Labour Party’s
main funders—and
union leaders wield
considerable influence

Dave Ward at the demo

inside the party.
Some union leaders
would have preferred
to back Andy Burnham
or Yvette Cooper

during last year’s
leadership election.
Yet several union
conferences this
year passed motions
defending Corbyn.
Union activists have
to keep the pressure on
their leaders to keep
backing Corbyn.
And they should
demand that no union
money is used to
sponsor MPs who have
tried to force Corbyn
out.

Picture: Guy Smallman

Thousands rally against
‘detached’ Labour MPs
THE RALLIES this week had the
feel of Corbyn’s huge public
meetings during his leadership
election campaign last year.
They were also angry and
defiant. Chants of “Tories out—
Corbyn in” rang out across
Parliament Square in London
and at Grey’s Monument in
Newcastle city centre.
It’s incredible and appalling
that just when all the attention
should be on the Tories’
problems, the right has stirred
up a crisis in Labour.
They fear that Corbyn’s
left wing politics means he
couldn’t lead a Labour Party
credible enough to govern in
the “national interest”—and is
therefore unelectable.
That’s why they’re at odds
with the Labour members who
support Corbyn because they
want a better world for those at
the bottom of society.
Labour activist Daniel Kebede
was at the Newcastle rally. He
told Socialist Worker, “It was
very angry. There were shouts
of ‘shame on you’ whenever

The Brexiteer Tories are
discovering that European states
won’t make life easy for them.
Their promises, such as
more money for the NHS, have
disappeared without trace.
The Tory leadership contest
will divide them even more
sharply. Another Scottish
independence referendum is on
the agenda. A general election is
possible this year or early in 2017.
The release of the Chilcot
report next week will unmask
at least some of the bloody
lies behind the Iraq war. If it
doesn’t, there will be fury at the
whitewash.
These hammer blows reinforce

‘‘

This is a genuine
crisis—and it can
be resolved in
the interests of
the working class

Out for Corbyn in London on Monday

someone mentioned the name of
a shadow cabinet minister who
has resigned.
“There was a feeling that
the Parliamentary Labour
Party is very detached from the
membership. That they just don’t
know what they’re doing—that
they’re in some ivory tower.”

Another Labour leadership
election seems likely. Corbyn
must be on the ballot paper and
win. Trade union leaders who
have supported Corbyn must not
now betray him. The MPs knifing
Corbyn should be deselected and
cut off from union support.
But there is a broader battle
taking place. We need to fight for
solutions to the crisis that unify
and mobilise the working class.
We must ensure anti-austerity
and anti-racist forces emerge
stronger—and that the right is
defeated.
It is good that people from
Newcastle to Tower Hamlets
have already taken to the streets
against racism and fascism.
The more strikes, protests
and occupations for our side, the
better the outcome of the Leave
vote. Such action must involve
everyone, however they voted in
the referendum.
The England-wide teachers’
strike is one important focus. The
march against austerity and racism
called by Stand Up to Racism and
the People’s Assembly on 16 July
in London is another crucial date.
Why should the Tories get away
with any attacks on our side?
The teachers can win, steel jobs
can be saved. The Trade Union
Act can be defied.
Union leaders can be part of
bringing the Tories down or give
them the space to survive.
Social change never comes
without turmoil. We have to seize
the time.

W

E HAVE to shape
how the crisis
unfolds. We have to
be participants in
the outcome, not
spectators of manoeuvres at the
top of society.
This is the context of the
attempt to remove Jeremy
Corbyn as Labour leader. At first
sight it is perplexing that just as
the Tories disintegrate Labour
MPs turn on their own leader.
But they see a wider struggle.
Corbyn and his supporters want
Labour to be an anti-austerity and
anti-racist party. The majority of
Labour’s MPs think Labour should
not pose a threat to the bosses.
They agree with Tony Blair who
“wouldn’t want to win on an
old-fashioned leftist platform.
Even if I thought it was the route
to victory, I wouldn’t take it”.
Corbyn’s opponents want
Labour to shift sharply rightwards.
Most Labour MPs never accepted
Corbyn as leader. The only issue
was when to strike him down.
Urged on by the Financial

Get Socialist Worker
every week
If you liked this issue of Socialist
Worker, why not subscribe?
You’ll receive 20 pages of news,
analysis and political debate every
week for just £5 a month
For more details phone
020 7840 5601 or email
circ@socialistworker.co.uk
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to the Parliamentary Labour
Party (PLP).
It was followed up with a series
of staggered and coordinated
resignations.
They claim they have lost confidence in Corbyn’s ability to lead the
party after the result of last week’s
European Union referendum.
In reality they are outraged
that their members and supporters defied them to elect a left wing
leader last year.
They have been looking for an
opportunity to get rid of Corbyn
ever since and wrest back control
of the party. The pressure to resign

THOUSANDS TURNED out to support Jeremy Corbyn at 24 hours notice on Monday evening

“I joined the Labour Party because
of Jeremy Corbyn. But if they keep
this up there won’t be a credible
left wing alternative to vote for.”
Corbyn’s speech to the rally
was a reminder of why so many
people voted for him. He called on
supporters to “stay together strong
and united for the kind of world we
want to live in”.
His election was a victory
for everyone who wants to fight
against austerity, racism and war.
That’s why everyone on the left
has to defend him.

Paralysis

Times newspaper, saying that
“having unsheathed the dagger
Labour MPs cannot now draw
back”, they will fight to the end.
Everyone on the left needs to
back Corbyn against the right.
But he will not survive unless
he mobilises outside parliament—
and the Labour Party. It is time
for an open fight, not conciliation.

(below)

Two thirds of Labour’s shadow
cabinet resigned on Sunday and
Monday. Several more shadow
junior ministers and aides joined
in—bringing the number of resignations to more than 50 over the
course of three days.
Other Labour MPs and candidates have joined calls for him to
resign.
It came after Hilary Benn, then
Labour’s shadow foreign secretary,
told Corbyn early on Sunday morning that he had “lost confidence” in
his leadership.
Corbyn rightly sacked Benn.
But Labour MPs Margaret Hodge
and Ann Coffey submitted a
motion of no confidence in Corbyn

Jeremy Corbyn has been under
attack from his shadow cabinet
since the EU referendum
lHilary Benn was the first
minister to say he did not have
confidence in Corbyn’s leadership
lMPs Margaret Hodge and
Ann Coffey submitted a motion of
no confidence
lConcerted resignations from
the shadow cabinet followed
lThousands have attended
protests in defence of Corbyn’s
leadership

One of Corbyn’s election rallies

one another. The government is
marked by inertia, paralysis and
drift. This is a genuine crisis.
And it can be resolved in
working class people’s interests,
not the elites that suffered a
hammering in the referendum.
Many on the left have plunged
into gloom. We do not share
that view. There are dangers and
potential pitfalls, but also a chance
to break the austerity consensus
and hurl back the racists.
The Leave vote has weakened
our enemies. It is time to step up
the assault on the establishment.
Racists will seek to gain in the
atmosphere of turmoil.
Politicians’ and the media’s
racist scapegoating long before
and during the referendum
encouraged them—and some will
step up violence and harassment.
But they can be defeated.

workers

Resigned

BACK STORY

B

RITAIN’S rulers
face seismic political
questions after the Leave
vote—and none have
any answer.
David Cameron departed just
hours after the referendum result.
The man who headed up the
most brutal austerity since the
1930s, attacked migrants and
presided over the Islamophobic
campaign against London mayor
Sadiq Khan is gone.
Chancellor George Osborne
emerged from hiding on Monday
to reassure the stock markets
that “our economy is as about as
strong as it could be”. The result
was a big slump in share prices.

and confron
ting French

As Labour MPs line up to overturn
their leader, Nick Clark argues that
the left must mobilise to defeat them

NO CHANGE WITHOUT
TURMOIL---SEIZE THE TIME

(above)

CORBYN WAS elected last year
after hundreds of thousands
of Labour Party members and
supporters voted for him. Tens of
thousands of people had turned
out to hear him speak at election
rallies across Britain.
Christine Campbell was one
supporter at the rally in London on
Monday. She told Socialist Worker,
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Movement
that elected
Corbyn needs
to defend him

ng refugee
s at the
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Fight to stop
right wing’s
scheme to
oust Corbyn
THE RESULT of a vote of no confidence in Labour Party leader
Jeremy Corbyn was set to be
announced shortly after Socialist
Worker went to press.
Labour MPs are waging a campaign to remove Corbyn as Labour
leader. But a large rally outside
parliament on Monday evening
showed that Corbyn still enjoys
huge support from Labour’s members and supporters.
The vote was a culmination of
three days of coordinated resignations by Labour shadow ministers.
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TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

Empires are weaker
after shock of split
THE VOTE to leave the European Union (EU) last week
hasn’t just plunged the Tories and British ruling class into
crisis. It has struck a blow against US imperialism and
the EU bosses’ club, which imposes austerity across the
continent.
The EU is in the midst of a profound crisis and its rulers
are desperate to keep their project together. They fear
Britain leaving could bust it open.
After Britain, who’s next—Italy, The Netherlands, France?
After five years of brutal austerity the EU hasn’t managed
to resolve the eurozone crisis. Now the world’s fifth largest
economy—the second biggest in Europe—has said it wants
to break away from the EU.
Brexit already sent shockwaves through a global economy
mired in stagnation and it could make the eurozone crisis
flare up again. The EU still needs to maintain links with
British capitalism. But desperate to contain the new British
disease, its rulers have taken a firm line.
Jean Claude-Junker, the European Commission president,
demanded that Britain trigger the Article 50 process of the
Lisbon Treaty immediately.
Article 50 would begin two-year long negotiations about
the terms of withdrawal, but Britain will be automatically
removed if no agreement is reached.
The Tories were hoping for “informal talks” before
withdrawal, giving them time to elect a new leader. But
German chancellor Angela Merkel has now ruled this out.
This fraught process will amplify their crisis—and Brexit
is already causing problems for the EU’s rulers. The US
and EU have been negotiating the Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership (TTIP), which would rip up workers’
rights and prise open public services to privatisation.
US president Barack Obama said Britain would join the
“back of the queue” for a trade deal with the US if there was
a Brexit. Despite some US overtures about future deals, TTIP
is already dead for Britain.
Brexit has already scuppered Obama’s hopes of having
TTIP signed before he leaves office in January and it could
put the whole deal in jeopardy. This is just the thin end of
the wedge for US imperialism.

Pentagon

Since end of the Second World War the US has pushed for
more European integration. The US needed a stable western
European capitalism and a junior partner to help it police its
global interests. That’s partly why Obama and the Pentagon
urged so strongly for Remain.
Up until now the US also relied on Britain to push its
interests within the EU when it was at odds with Germany or
France.
But this is about to get a whole lot more difficult. Jim
Stavridis, Nato’s former supreme commander in Europe,
warned, “The US must face the fact that the UK will likely be
less of an effective and reliable partner in global affairs.”
Brexit will further shift the balance of power within the
EU towards Germany, which is problematic for the US. As
Ben Cardin, the most senior Democrat in the Senate foreign
relations committee, said, “Germany will become even more
dominant in the EU.
“We have an excellent relationship with Germany, but it
will be a challenge for us to deal with the EU, as we don’t
have Britain as our interlocutor.”
The US and EU have already come to blows over their
imperialist interests. For instance, during the Ukraine crisis
the US and Britain pushed for sanctions against Russia, but
Germany resisted this because of its business ties.
These sorts of imperialist tensions will come to the fore
more, and leave the US without an important and obedient
ally in the EU.
This takes place against a broader contradiction. While
the US remains the world’s strongest military superpower, it
is facing intense economic competition. This isn’t just from
rising powers like China, but also from its own imperialist
allies such as Germany.
So Brexit piles on pressure while US imperialism faces
crises from the Middle East to the South China Sea.
Leaving is a blow to the capitalists and imperialism—but
the left must now fight to impose a socialist solution to their
crisis.

GRAPH SHOWING the value of the pound against the dollar. The drop marks the result of the EU referendum

Bosses use Brexit as excuse
for more austerity and cuts
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE GLOBAL rich claim
that last week’s vote to
leave the European Union
(EU) will cause economic
catastrophe.
US billionaire George
Soros said people in Britain
“stand to suffer significantly”
because of the vote. Panic
in the immediate aftermath
of the referendum result
seemed to back this up.
The pound fell to its lowest
level since 1985 last Friday.
Some £120 billion was wiped
off the value of the FTSE 100
share index and a record
£1.5 trillion from global
share prices.
Most bosses’ and business organisations backed
Remain, despite splits in the
ruling class. This is because
the EU works in their
interests.

Turmoil

They are in turmoil because
the vote didn’t go their way.
Bosses may cut investment
if they feel their ability to
make profit has been weakened. But this doesn’t mean
economic meltdown or cuts
are inevitable.
Firms that were planning
to cut jobs to protect profits
anyway may now cynically
blame it on the Leave vote.
Bosses have a lot invested
in Britain and won’t simply
abandon it while there is
money to be made. And it

is costly and complicated to
move jobs elsewhere.
Some warned that firms’
use of an “EU passport”,
where those based in Britain
can trade in the EU, is under
threat. Yet countries such as
Norway still have access to
EU markets without being a
member of the EU.
Some of the panic is
overblown. One story on
the Guardian website was
headed, “Firms plan to quit
UK as City braces for more
post-Brexit losses”.
But the story showed that
most firms did not plan to

leave Britain. It was based
on a survey by the Institute
of Directors.
Nearly two thirds of more
than 1,000 bosses surveyed
said the Leave vote was bad
for their business. But just 20
percent said they were “considering moving some of their
operations” out of Britain.
Just 5 percent said they
planned to make workers
redundant. Nearly half said
the vote would have no effect
on their investment plans.
Billionaire George Soros says
people could suffer

Punishment promised
TORY chancellor George
Osborne will use the
EU vote as an excuse to
make more cuts.
In reality Tory
austerity is part of a
long-term project to shift
wealth from workers to
bosses.
In a
statement
on Monday
of this week
Osborne
warned “it will
not be plain
sailing
in the
days
George Osborne

ahead” and that Britain’s
economy would need
“an adjustment” in the
future. “There is going to
be an impact on public
finances,” he said.
Osborne has shifted
from a previous threat
of an emergency
“punishment budget”.
He indicated that
there would be no new
package of cuts until the
autumn.
But he laid the ground
for future attacks. “You
should not underestimate
our resolve,”
he warned.

Threatened

Bosses have been making cuts
for years. HSBC threatened to
scrap 1,000 jobs in Britain in
the event of a Leave vote. Yet
just last year it announced
8,000 job cuts as part of a
“restructuring”.
The rich have fought to
protect their profits since the
financial crash of 2007-2008.
They want us to pay for their
crisis.
The cuts and austerity
ordinary people have suffered are a political choice—
they are not inevitable.
The rich are in crisis and
are weakened by the EU vote.
That means we have more of
an opportunity to push them
back. The deciding factor in
whether we see more austerity and cuts is whether there
is resistance.
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Eight-week
walkout in
Wales ends
with gains
National Museum Wales workers
ended an all-out strike after winning
a better offer, reports Nick Clark
WORKERS AT National Museum
Wales voted to end their dispute
last Friday after forcing concessions from bosses in their fight
over weekend pay.
PCS union members voted by
78 percent on an 81 percent turnout
to end their all-out strike after more
than eight weeks.
Workers had been striking indefinitely since 28 April against bosses’
attempts to scrap weekend premium payments.
This move could have cost some
workers as much as £3,000 a year.
The deal strikers have got from
bosses is a clear improvement on
previous offers—and shows that
all-out action gets results.
Bosses have agreed to pay workers compensation buyouts equal to
five years of weekend payments.
Workers have the option to take
this as a lump sum, spread out over
five years, or over four years with
pension contribution deductions.
The deal also means no worker
will have to work more than 50 percent of weekends in a year.

Impressed

Leading PCS officials had recommended acceptance of the offer,
and many strikers see the result as
a victory.
PCS assistant branch secretary Geraint Parfitt told Socialist
Worker, “I’m quite impressed. We’re
a branch of just over 200 members
to achieve. This shows that if we can
do it, anyone can do it”.
PCS general secretary Mark
Sertwotka said it had been “an
incredible campaign by museum
staff who can be very proud of what
they’ve achieved through standing
together and refusing to be bullied”.
The fight to save the premiums
lasted for more than two years.
But it was only when the workers launched their all-out strike that
the Welsh first minster, Labour’s
Carwyn Jones, stepped in to broker
a deal.
Welsh ministers had previously
tried to keep the dispute at arm’s
length despite the fact that the

BACK STORY

National Museum Wales workers
were on strike over weekend pay
lBosses had wanted to scrap
weekend premium payments
lPCS union members began
an indefinite strike against the
attack—and won concessions
lA new deal will see bosses pay
compensation to workers
lNo one will have to work more
than half weekends in a year
lBut some strikers are rightly
concerned that workers won’t get
recognition for weekend working

museums are publicly funded. But
there are also problems with the
deal—and some strikers are rightly
unhappy with it.
It means that workers no longer
get recognition for weekend working once the buyouts have been paid
in full. New starters will not get the
compensation.
This will mean a split workforce
until all the existing workers have
been paid their full buyouts.
There are also concerns that the
deal could commit the PCS to working with bosses to make cuts.
Geraint said, “Some of the members aren’t happy. For some there’s
still the principle of weekend
working”.
But the deal is testament to the
strikers’ determination to stay out
so long.
Geraint thanked supporters for
the solidarity that’s helped strikers
keep going.
He said, “We’ve been all over the
country talking to people to raise
support.
“I’m happy to go anywhere and
tell people what we’ve done. And if
anyone wants us to support them
when they fight, I’m happy to go out
and show solidarity”.
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Teachers prepare to strike against
the Tories >>Page 20

PICKETING THE National Museum Wales site in Cardiff during the strike

CHILCOT REPORT

Anti-war newspaper is blocked from
reporting as Iraq report is published
SOCIALIST WORKER has been
blocked from reporting from the
publication of the Chilcot report
into the Iraq war.
A press spokesperson told
Socialist Worker last week that
its reporters would not be given
access to the official media event.
The Chilcot report is set to be
published on 6 July. It is reported
to contain heavy criticism of
warmonger and former Labour
prime minister Tony Blair for his

role in launching the invasion of
Iraq in 2003.
The official publication event
in central London will include a
media “lock-in” where journalists
will get a first look at the report’s
executive summary.
There will also be a statement
from the report’s author
John Chilcot.
Despite applying for press
access several weeks ago, Socialist
Worker was told its reporter would

PROTEST

Chilcot —Time for Truth and Justice
Wednesday 6 July, 10am
Queen Elizabeth II Centre, London SW1P 3EE

PUBLIC MEETING

The People’s Response to Chilcot

Thursday 7 July, 7pm
Mary Ward House Conference & Exhibition Centre,
London WC1H 9SN
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not be allowed in due to “a limited
number of spaces”.
Socialist Worker has consistently
opposed the war on Iraq. We have
reported from inside the anti-war
movement since the launch of the
Stop the War Coalition in 2001.
We exposed Blair’s lies while
other newspapers fell in behind
the war.
Journalists from many of those
newspapers will have access to the
event.
lTHE GOVERNMENT has spent
at least £600,000 on legal advice
trying to stop a torture case going
to court.
Abdel Hakim Belhaj and his
wife Fatima Boudchar say British
intelligence was complicit in their
detention, rendition and torture.
They were rendered to Libya in
2004 in an operation conducted
by MI6, the CIA and Libyan
intelligence. Their case is against
the government, former home
secretary Jack Straw and former
MI6 spy chief Sir Mark Allen. Faxes
from Allen to Libya discussing the
“air cargo” were revealed in 2011.
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Frustration
for the left
in Spanish
elections
Unidos Podemos’ mixed messages
damaged the left coalition’s chances,
writes Andy Durgan
THE SPANISH state’s general
election brought disappointment
for the left last Sunday.
Polls had predicted significant gains for the left. The Unidos
Podemos (Together We Can) coalition of Podemos and the United
Left was expected to overtake the
Labour-type Socialist Party (PSOE).
But Unidos Podemos lost over
1 million votes and remained third
with 71 MPs. PSOE was down just
five seats with 85 MPs.
The winners were the Tory
People’s Party (PP) with 137 MPs.
It regained 400,000 votes from the
new right wing party Ciudadanos.
The elections come six months
after last December’s elections produced a stalemate.
So why were the polls so wrong?
And why didn’t Unidos Podemos
make the breakthrough?
It is clear that some voters were
ashamed to admit who they had
voted for, but the real reasons are
more complex.

Targeted

Other parties viciously targeted
Unidos Podemos for “communism”
and claimed Venezuela financed it.
This probably had some impact on
PSOE voters.
Faced with polarisation in the
campaign, older voters turned out
in greater numbers to back the traditional parties. It is also possible
that the panic around Brexit helped
the PP to present itself as a guarantor of “stability”.
But more important was the
confusion surrounding Unidos
Podemos’ programme. Despite
some left rhetoric, its leader Pablo
Iglesias repeatedly insisted that they
were the “true social democrats”.
He underlined the need to form a
government with the PSOE.
The PSOE in turn denounced
Iglesias for having blocked the possibility of kicking out PP prime minister Mariano Rajoy in December.
Then the PSOE proposed a government based on themselves,
Ciudadanos and Podemos. In office
the PSOE presided over the mass

BACK STORY

The Tory PP party manged to
hang on as the largest party
in the Spanish state’s general
election last Sunday
lA coalition of Podemos and the
United Left hoped to overtake
the Labour-type PSOE party
lOther parties attacked it for
“communism”
lIts leadership sent out mixed
messages on key issues
lThe PP hopes it can form the
next government, but it cannot
rule on its own

destruction of jobs, workers’ rights
and public services.
Presenting itself as an indispensable ally in bringing about “change”
probably cost Unidos Podemos
many of the votes it lost.
Unidos Podemos defended the
need for a Catalan independence
referendum. The other parties said
it was “against the constitution”.
Iglesias had previously said the
constitution needed to be thoroughly revised. Now he defended
it, adding to the confusion.
Everything now points to a PP-led
coalition.
The European Union has already
announced that any government
will have to carry out a new austerity package.
The result also eliminates the
possibility of the Spanish parliament
allowing a Catalan referendum.
Despite this disappointment,
Podemos has had unprecedented
successes in barely two years of
existence. It still managed to win in
Catalonia and the Basque Country
and sustained much of its support
in other areas.
To build on this it needs, with
United Left and other forces, to turn
to the streets and lead opposition.
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UNIONS MARCH against the Work Law in Paris last Thursday

Picture: Force Ouvrière

French movement must move quickly
by DAVE SEWELL

FRENCH UNIONS called their
eleventh day of action against
the Work Law as it finished its
passage through parliament’s
upper house on Tuesday.
Labour-type president
Francois Hollande and prime
minister Manuel Valls are
determined to continue “until
the end”.
They’ve gone on the offensive
against workers’ right to
demonstrate. On the last day of
action last week, the march in
Paris was banned until the last
minute.
Unions were offered a static
rally in the Bastille square,

Marxism 2016
Ideas to change
the world
30 June--4 July
STRIKES AND
RESISTANCE
IN FRANCE
with Axel Persson, French
rail worker
Friday 1 July, 2.30pm

Book now marxismfestival.org.uk

but faced with the prospect of
mass defiance the government
authorised a very short march.
Cops surrounded the circular
march and made dozens of
arrests.
Yet even under these
conditions 60,000 people turned
out, with a total of 200,000
across France.

Movement

The “citizens’ referendum”
on the Work Law, organised
by unions, further shows the
continuing support for the
movement.
New opinion polls register
67 percent against the Work
Law and 60 percent say that the
movement is “justified”.

Unions have warned that
they would continue to mobilise
as parliament prepares for its
final debates on the Work Law
through July.
But time is not on their
side—the government is slowly
wearing down the movement.
A programme of one-day
actions spaced out over a long
period risks demoralising
workers—especially if their
marches will be inside a gauntlet
of police.
And the government is trying
to bring forward the vote in
parliament to shorten the
window of opportunity.
To defeat the government will
take more than union leaders
are presently offering.

Mexican teachers defy cops
TEACHERS are
maintaining
roadblocks in the
Mexican state of
Oaxaca in defiance
of brutal state
repression.
Police repression
has included the
killing of nine activists
earlier this month.
The teachers are
fighting an education
reform passed in
2013.
It aims to make

schools easier to
privatise and to bust
the powerful teachers’
union.
Meanwhile,
health workers led
their second huge
demonstration in the
capital Mexico City
last Sunday.
They are fighting
against a proposed
law that pushes
privatisation of the
Mexican health
service.

The roadblocks
have been running
for weeks following
a three-day strike
across four states in
May.
More than 2,000
teachers have been
fired across Mexico
for refusing to take
a new standardised
teaching test.
Thousands more
sackings were
announced after the
strike.
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Just a
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Cox killer
was a Nazi

State murder
in Ireland

Illustration: Tim Sanders

A FASCIST supporter was
responsible for the killing of
Jo Cox.
But the racist climate that
legitimised the attack was
created by the likes of Nigel
Farage, Boris Johnson,
George Osborne, David
Cameron and yes, even
Labour MPs like John Mann.
They have peddled hatred
in the same way religious
fanatics such as
Ian Paisley did during the
loyalist sectarian campaign
of the 1970s and 1980s in
Ireland.
The whole EU debate has
been run on both sides with
an anti-immigrant,
anti-Muslim, racist agenda.

Phil Rowan
South London

THE MURDER of Jo Cox
was a shocking event.
However, the media
failed to say that the “white
community” as a whole are
responsible for the crime.
The entire Muslim
community is held
responsible when Muslims
committ acts of terrorism.
But it is those who run
the media who are the
aggressors—they terrorise
whole communities.
Today the target is the
Muslim community, in the
1930s it was the Jews.

Graham
West London

Victory in
Lisbon docks
LISBON DOCKERS won an
important victory in their
strike against precarious
work at the end of May
this year, effectively
ending casualisation in
Lisbon.
However, the dockers are
not prepared to stop there.
They want similar
guarantees against
casualisation in other ports
in Portugal.
They held a protest in
Lisbon on Thursday 16
June against precarious
work and were joined by
dockers from throughout
Portugal.
There were also
delegations from the call
centre union campaigning
against poorly paid and
stressful agency work in
their industry.
The demonstration was
extremely loud and defiant.
In their chants they vowed
“lutaremos até ao fim”—to
fight to the end.

Robert Vinten
Lisbon

The state stopped convoy to
Calais but can’t stop solidarity
MYSELF AND 19 others travelled
from Wakefield to Folkestone to
take much-needed aid to people
in Calais. We were part of the
nationwide convoy of 250
vehicles.
Our group from West Yorkshire
were stopped at the French
border control and detained for
two hours.
We were issued with official
notification of refusal to enter on
grounds of danger to public order,
national security, public wellbeing
and international relations
between EU states.
Our passports were stamped
with a refuse entry notice but we
are going to challenge this.
This is the criminalisation of
aid work. Everyone I was with
was disgusted by the way the
British and French police worked
together to deny us entry.
It shows the racism at the heart
of our government’s refusal to let
in refugees and the fundamentally
racist nature of the state.

Umit Yildiz
Wakefield

lI CONVINCED some of my
friends to come along on the
convoy and to raise money for it.
When we were told that we
wouldn’t be let across the border
we were furious.
It shows that the state is
completely against us, they don’t
care one bit about refugees. If
we’d been driving lorries carrying
goods for sale there would have
been no problem.
Because we were taking aid to
people who need it and making a

The convoy protests at the border

principled political point we saw
how quickly they move to shut you
down.
What freedom of movement do
we have if we can’t take aid across
a bit of water to people who need
it? There are no guarantees.
My friends aren’t very political
and they were so angry.
They started to see the
corruption of the state and the
collusion between the French and
British states.
I’ve been to the Calais camp
before and people there are
surprised and happy to see people
from Britain coming to deliver aid
and solidarity.
No matter what we do, the state
will always be against us and the
powerful will always try to stop us
from uniting.
A lot of people on the convoy
learnt that lesson when we were
refused entry.

Noor Dabbous
Manchester

lTHE POLITICAL changes that
have taken place since the convoy
to Calais have been huge.
LGBT+ Against Islamophobia,
along with thousands of others, set
off on the Convoy to Calais.
This week, the Tory government
is in crisis and Britain has broken
from one of the major capitalist
institutions.
We weren’t surprised by the
British government’s acceptance of
the ban on the convoy.
Each of us there that day left
with a small sense of how it feels
to be a person trying to break
through the walls of Fortress
Europe.
People are rejected for the crime
of trying to move across borders
put up by the powerful.
Shame on the French
government, and shame on our
own that was complicit.
Dani Singer
LGBT+ Against Islamophobia

lTHE ONLY humanitarian
solution to the refugee crisis is to
open the borders and let all the
refugees come here!
We will continue to campaign
against the camps and continue to
show our solidarity with the
refugees and disdain at Hollande’s
shameful sabotage.
Everyone I was with was
disgusted when we were met with
border guards and shut gates.
But state racism won’t stop us
organising against the racism
being pushed from the top of
society.

Laura Hunton
West London
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GOOD TO see
Troublemaker (Socialist
Worker 15 June)
highlighting and
condemning the collusion
between the security
forces and Ulster loyalist
paramilitaries.
This collusion
is revealed by the
Northern Ireland Police
Ombudsman’s recent
report into the 1994
Loughinisland massacre.
Six men, including an
87 year old, were gunned
down (in a pub, watching
football) because they
were Catholic. No other
reason.
John Shemeld
Nottingham

First the EU,
now the Tories
LET’S START a civil
revolt against the
establishment, they don’t
speak for me.
People take to the
streets and take the
power back from these
corrupt bigots!
@dillion_carr
on Twitter
#BREXIT? WE need to
make sure its a #Lexit
and not a mess!
Dorje Boleskine
on Twitter
WE NEED to unite in
order to stop the racists
from capitalising on the
EU referendum result.
Millions of people
voted to get rid of the
EU, let’s not abandon
that vote to the racists.
Robert Hamilton
Brentford

Sanders sells
out movement
I WAS disappointed
to see Bernie Sanders
announce that he will
vote for Hillary Clinton
at the Democratic Party
convention.
This is a betrayal of
the movement behind
him. If he had split with
the Democrats rather
than fold back into the
party US politics would
have been a lot more
interesting.
The fact that
11.9 million people voted
for Sanders shows the
mood for real change in
US society. Young people
especially turned out to
support him because of
his principled opposition
to the Iraq War.
His endorsement of
Clinton is a slap in the
face to those people.
Jennifer Farrow
Dundee
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FEATURE

T

HE CENTRAL feature of
the referendum result
was a revolt against
the establishment.
People who are generally forgotten, ignored
or sneered at delivered a stunning
blow against the people at the top
of society.
The reasons for that rebellion
are contradictory, but that does not
change the essential character of
what has taken place.
Labour MP Diane Abbott was
right to say it was a “roar of defiance against the Westminster elite”.
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn
said, “One clear message from last
Thursday’s vote is that millions of
people feel shut out of a political and
economic system that has let them
down.”
Labour left group Momentum,
which backed Remain, said, “Much
of this vote reflected anger in communities which have experienced
many years of industrial decline
with the subsequent loss of secure
employment.
“Many such working class communities have been utterly neglected for
years by those in power”.
Remain had the support of the
Tories, Labour, the Scottish National
Party, Plaid Cymru, the Lib Dems,
the Greens and Sinn Fein.
Practically every bosses’ organisation and international finance
body, thousands of “top executives”
and the leaders of dozens of states,
including the US, backed Remain.
Yet 52 percent of people voting
backed Leave.

Class

There was a strong class element.
A detailed poll by Lord Ashcroft
showed the AB social group (professionals, managers, lecturers and
teachers) were the only social group
where a majority, 57 percent, voted
to Remain.
C1s (most white collar workers)
divided fairly evenly. But nearly two
thirds of C2s (skilled manual workers) Ds (other manual workers) and
Es (pensioners, unemployed, people
on benefits) voted Leave.
Around two thirds of council and
housing association tenants voted to
leave.
The Daily Mirror newspaper’s
analysis showed that the areas voting
Leave had an average weekly wage
of £410.47 compared with £459.52
for Remain.

A REVOLT
AGAINST
THE RICH
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Leave victory has boosted
radical left across Europe

T

HE LEAVE vote has given
confidence to socialists in
Portugal fighting the EU’s
neoliberal demands.
Left Bloc leader Catarina
Martins said, “If the European
Commission undertakes the
grave measure to apply sanctions
on Portugal the European
Commission declares war against
Portugal.
“If that happens Portugal can
only answer by saying no to the
sanctions and announcing it is
willing to hold a referendum
to take a stand against the
blackmailing.”
She urged the left to oppose
the EU to cut across Nigel Farage,
French fascist Marine Le Pen and
racist forces.

Speakers

The Left Bloc had earlier held
an opening rally for its national
convention where several
speakers celebrated the Leave
vote.
Eric Toussaint from Belgium is
a long-time campaigner against
the imposition of debt on the
global South. He said Leave had
“made me wake up in the best of
moods”.
“It is a rejection of the

neoliberal EU and shows that it
can be defeated and lays the basis
for future exits around Europe on
a radical left basis,” he said.
Zoe Konstantopoulou is former
Syriza president of the Greek
parliament. She compared the
Leave vote to the Oxi (“No”)
referendum a year ago that
rejected an EU austerity deal.
“This is a day that proves that
people write history,” she said.
“A day that proves that people
are more courageous than their
leaders.”
In an interview with Mediapart
Stathis Kouvelakis, previously a
member of the central committee
of Syriza, said he celebrated the
Leave vote.
He said the vote could be
“confiscated by the right wing
and xenophobic forces”. But it
could also be “an opportunity
for the progressive forces in the
struggle against the neoliberal
and authoritarian Europe”.
Kouvelakis added, “In February
2015 during a meeting in London
to celebrate the victory of our
party in Greece, Jeremy Corbyn
came to talk to me. He said, ‘Do
you have a plan B? Because the
EU will crush you, starting with
attacking your banking system’.”

The vote to leave the European Union last week defied
the establishment and revealed a deep disaffection
towards a system that has failed working class people,
argues Charlie Kimber
BACK STORY

Socialist Worker backed a Leave
vote in the EU referendum.
lThe EU promotes neoliberalism
and the rights of bosses over
workers
lIt upholds immigration controls
that condemn refugees to drown
in the sea
lGo to bit.ly/28SdRTt for more on
the result and to socialistworker.
co.uk/special/159/x for more on
the EU

S

OME PEOPLE voiced
their anger against the
system in a racist way,
scapegoating immigrants and refugees.
This was undoubtedly

a factor.
Ukip took 3.8 million votes at the
general election just over a year ago.
And the mainstream Leave campaign
was headed by racists and horrible
right wing forces.
But it doesn’t explain the vote,
and it is a terrible mistake to
see all Leave voters as racists
(see page 17).
There is an insurgent feeling
with a strong anti-elitist element
at the base of society. Socialists
and anti-racists need to direct and
shape this, not sniffily condemn it.
The sense of a revolt against the
establishment penetrated even the
bosses’ heads. Nigel Wilson, chief

Socialist Worker

‘‘

There is a revolt
going on against
the top of society.
It can be dragged
left or right

At Downing Street last Friday

executive of Legal & General, said
the electorate was “fed up of the rich
and the elite shouting at them, telling
them how to vote”.

S

IR RICHARD Lambert,
former Financial Times
editor, said, “This vote
represents in part the
frustration of those
who have not benefited
from economic growth in recent
decades.”
Jean-Pierre Mustier of the asset
management group Tikehau said,
“This is a massive repudiation by the
electorate of the near unanimous
view of our economic/financial/business elites.”
Other factors mattered.
A majority of young people voted
Remain, over-45s voted Leave.
People with university degrees
voted Remain, those whose formal
education ended at secondary school
or earlier voted Leave by a large
majority.
London was the only region to
vote for Remain, although even in
the capital over 1.5 million people
voted Leave.
Every other English region

backed Leave—by 58 percent in
Yorkshire and Humberside, 54 percent in the North West, 59 percent
in the West Midlands and the East
Midlands, and more than 50 percent
in both the South East and South
West.
Wales voted by 53 percent for
Leave, Scotland voted by 62 percent
for Remain.
Just as in many other parts of
the world, there is a revolt going
on against the people at the top of
society.
It can be dragged left or right.
The deep pools of bitterness and
frustration across Britain fuelled the
Leave vote.
There is a particularly marked
association between areas blighted by
30 years of desolation after
Thatcherism and a Leave vote.
Almost 70 percent of people in
Doncaster voted Leave, and 57 percent in the steel and former mining
area of Neath Port Talbot also voted
Leave.
In Hartlepool 70 percent voted
Leave along with 61 percent in
Sunderland.
This revolt against the rich and
powerful must be built on.

Scotland could vote again Labour pains

T

HE REFERENDUM result
has opened up the
possibility of another vote
on Scottish independence.
Scottish National Party (SNP)
leader Nicola Sturgeon has said
such a move is “highly likely”.
Sturgeon said that it was
“democratically unacceptable”
that Scotland voted to Remain but
could now be forced to leave the
EU.
There is no timetable for
another referendum, but Sturgeon
is consolidating her position.
Her problem is she has no
power to hold “indyref2” without
Westminster consent.
Similarly her claim that the
Scottish parliament could block
Brexit by not giving its consent
is no more than symbolic.
Westminster can override
Holyrood.
But although the British
parliament can get its way, it
could come at a huge political
cost—momentum is with the

independence supporters.
The Labour Party in Scotland
is now actively considering
supporting another referendum,
the only sensible move if it is to
revive its fortunes, as are the Lib
Dems.
But Scotland’s sole Labour MP,
Ian Murray, has done nothing to
convince disillusioned members
and voters the party has changed.
Instead he has supported
attempts to depose Jeremy
Corbyn.
Even the Daily Record
newspaper has backed a second
referendum.
Less than two years ago it
carried the infamous “vow” on
its front page urging Scots to stay
with the union.
Socialist Worker supports
the breakup of the British state
but we don’t share Sturgeon’s
“passionate belief” in the EU
bosses’ club.
That’s why we say yes to
independence, no to the EU.

I

T IS a tragedy that Labour
did not back Leave. If it
had done so it would have
transformed the debate.
There would be more
discussion about democracy,
breaking from austerity and
resisting corporate control
and less about racism.
Instead, by campaigning
alongside the Tories for
Remain, some Labour MPs
have cut themselves off from
substantial sections of workers.
A substantial section of
those who voted Remain felt
it was the best way to push
back the racism of Nigel
Farage and Boris Johnson.
Others were persuaded that
the EU stands for workers’ rights
and that a Leave vote would
strengthen vile right wing forces.
Socialist Worker
disagreed, but we are united
with those forces against
austerity and racism.

On the march against austerity in Ireland

Chickens home to roost

T

HE PEOPLE Before
Profit Alliance in Ireland
welcomed the Leave vote
as “chickens coming
home to roost for corporate
and increasingly undemocratic
Europe”.
Brid Smith MP said, “This vote
should be seen as an opportunity for
an alternative Europe. I welcome
this blow to the EU project.
“The EU has never been about
a workers’ Europe. Its recent
treatment of Greece and Ireland
shows its primary concern is not the
welfare of citizens or refugees but
the welfare of the banks and the
bond holders.”
Gerry Carroll is a member of
the Northern Ireland assembly.
He said, “There are ‘reasons to be
cheerful’ about the outcome. David

Cameron—one of Europe’s biggest
austerity mongers—is gone.
“The British establishment,
from top to bottom is in turmoil,
and Britain may well be facing its
biggest constitutional crisis for a
century or more.
“The Tory party, which seemed to
be in a position of unquestionable
strength just months ago, is split.
And the neoliberal project of the EU
is in a deep crisis.”
Eamonn McCann, also a member
of the Northern Ireland assembly,
said, “There is no need for the
pessimism and near panic which
seems to have descended on many.
“There is no inevitable outcome
here. It’s all to be fought for. We
repeat the slogan we put forward
during the referendum–In or Out,
the fight goes on.”
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.
INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.We are for an end
to all forms of discrimination
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and file
movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or go to
www.swp.org.uk
or phone 020 7840 5602 for
more information

WHAT’S ON
WORKER
{ SOCIALIST
PUBLIC MEETINGS }
LONDON: SOUTHWARK

After Chilcot—blood on
Blair’s hands
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Camberwell Leisure Centre
(Room 2),
Artichoke Place (off
Camberwell Church St),
SE5 8TS
WAKEFIELD

Muhammad Ali—a fighter
against racism and war
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,WF1 3LJ

WORKER
{ SOCIALIST
BRANCH MEETINGS }
Weekly meetings to discuss
political issues and our local
interventions. All welcome.
BOLTON

Muhammad Ali—a fighter
against racism and war
Thu 7 Jul, 6.30pm,
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRISTOL

Do all revolutions end in
tyranny?
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CHELMSFORD

The Kurdish movement
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
DUNDEE

The socialist tradition in
the US
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH

Can we get rid of the Tories?
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW: NORTH

The war on drugs
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Fred Paton Centre,
19 Carrington St (near
St George’s Cross
underground), G4 9AJ
GLASGOW: SOUTH

The politics of food
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St,
G42 7RA
HUDDERSFIELD

Capitalism in crisis—
was Marx right?
Wed 6 Jul, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LONDON:TOWER HAMLETS

After Chilcot—blood
on Blair’s hands
Wed 13 Jul, 7pm,
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG

LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST

What would a socialist
society look like?
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
LUTON

After Chilcot—blood
on Blair’s hands
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood Crescent
(enter via London Rd car park),
LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON

Muhammad Ali—a fighter
against racism and war
Wed 6 Jul, 7pm,
Chorlton Central Church
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, M21 8BF

Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

After the EU referendum

Where next for the fight
against the Tories?
ABERDEEN
Thu 7 Jul, 6pm,
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG

NORWICH
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

BARNSLEY
Thu 7 Jul, 6.30pm,
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm,
International
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

BIRMINGHAM:
CITY CENTRE
Wed 6 Jul, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BURNLEY
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
St Paul’s, Hills Rd,
CB2 1JP
CARDIFF
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN

OXFORD
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Restore, Manzil Way
(off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
The Remain campaign couldn’t save David Cameron’s bacon
DORCHESTER
Sat 9 Jul, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club, Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
DUDLEY
Wed 6 Jul, 8pm,
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
DY8 1EP
ESSEX
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
EXETER
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG
HARLOW
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX

LEICESTER
Wed 6 Jul, 7pm,
Leicester LGBT Centre,
15 Wellington St, LE1 6HH
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Swarthmore Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St, L7 7DX

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: KINGSTON
Thu 14 Jul, 7pm,
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich Community
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd
(near Greenwich mainline
rail and DLR station),
SE10 8JA

LONDON: BRENT
AND HARROW
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove,W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 6 Jul, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd,
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 6 Jul, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
MANCHESTER
Wed 13 Jul, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

COLCHESTER
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET

HOME COUNTIES
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm,
Trinity Church Hall (upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd (near
St Albans City station),
AL1 3RD

COVENTRY
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB

HULL
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm,
Relax Coffee House,
Newland Ave, HU5 3BG

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU

MEDWAY
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Nucleus Arts Centre
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

DONCASTER
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH

LANCASTER
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH

NEWCASTLE
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ

MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE

Marxism and ecology
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS

NOTTINGHAM

MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT
AND LEVENSHULME

The Chartists—Britain’s first
working class movement
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
International Community
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

NORWICH

After Chilcot—blood
on Blair’s hands
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF

Racism, resistance
and revolution
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Inspire, 747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR
France—workers and
students vs the government
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA

PLYMOUTH

PORTSMOUTH

Why we say open the borders
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Southsea Community Centre,
St Paul’s Square, PO5 4EE

LONDON: EALING
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St, Acton,W3 6ND

YORK

LONDON

The myths of neoliberalism
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,YO10 4AH

{

MOVEMENT
EVENTS

Fascist EDL not
welcome in London
Sat 16 Jul, 12am,
Central London,WC2E 9RZ

}

BIRMINGHAM

Unwelcome Tory Party
Conference protest
Sun 2 Oct, 12am
DORCHESTER

Convoy to Calais report back
Mon 1 Aug, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club, Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ

POOLE
Mon 18 Jul, 7.30pm,
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,BH15 1DB
ROTHERHAM
Wed 13 Jul, 7pm,
Talbot Lane Methodist
Church Centre, Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD
Thu 7 Jul, 7pm,
Central United
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near
Crucible Theatre), S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Thu 7 Jul, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm,
Carriages,The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
WIGAN
Wed 6 Jul, 7pm,
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD
WOLVERHAMPTON
AND WALSALL
Wed 6 Jul, 7.30pm,
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
Marxism and Nature
Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am,
London WC2E 9RZ.
Day school hosted by
International Socialism

NOTTINGHAM

A Very Capitalist
Condition— a history and
politics of disability
Thu 14 Jul, 4.30pm,
Five Leaves Bookshop,
14a Long Row W, NG1 2DH
NATIONAL

Stand Up to Racism
Conference
Sat 8 Oct, 10am,
Friends House,
173-177 Euston Rd, NW1 2BJ

CONTACT
THE SWP
Phone 020 7840 5600
Email
enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW
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How did Malcolm X think
we could defeat racism?
Antony Hamilton’s new book A Rebel’s Guide to Malcolm X holds vital lessons
for all revolutionaries, Nadia Sayed and Naima Omar told Alistair Farrow
A REBEL’S Guide to Malcolm X,
a new book by Antony Hamilton,
looks at Malcolm’s life, legacy and
the relevance of his ideas today.
Hamilton shows how Malcolm X
was an implacable fighter against
racism, who came to understand that
racism is central to capitalism.
Throughout his life, Malcom experienced racism and police repression.
When his family home was firebombed in 1929 in a racist attack,
police tried to pin the blame for it on
his father Earl Little.
Little was an organiser for
Marcus Garvey’s Universal Negro
Improvement Association (UNIA).
Malcolm reacted to racism by
moving to the fringes of society, and
was sent to prison for petty crime.

some of the NOI’s leaders. This led to
his expulsion, and later his assasination at the NOI’s hands in 1965.
Following his expulsion he
embarked on a political journey. “I
feel that what I’m thinking and saying
is now for myself,” he said.

Pilgrimage

Separate

In prison, family members visited and
convinced him to join the Nation of
Islam (NOI).
His personal experiences seemed
to confirm the NOI’s ideas that black
people must form a separate society
free from white influence.
On leaving prison Malcolm quickly
rose through the NOI’s ranks and was
appointed a minister for its temple in
Harlem.
Yet his analysis of society didn’t
end with the doctrine of the NOI.
NOI leader Elijah Mohammed was
adamant that members should not be
politically active. The Nation’s members were even instructed not to register to vote.
But Malcolm made many political

MALCOLM X and Martin Luther King are often portrayed as opposites

interventions and the organisation
grew hugely because of them.
He saw the growing Civil Rights
movement as a force that could challenge racism, so he positioned himself and the NOI at its centre.
When NOI members stopped New
York police from beating a black

person in the street in 1957, they
were beaten and arrested.
Malcolm organised a protest outside the police station. Action like
this gained him, and the organisation, national prominence.
But over time this sort of organising brought him into conflict with

Malcolm travelled across Africa and
the Middle East.
He met figures such as Ghanaian
leader Kwame Nkrumah and witnessed struggles against colonialism
in places such as Algeria.
On a hajj pilgrimage to Mecca he
met black and white Muslims.
The political arguments he had
during this period transformed his
understanding of how to fight racism.
He came to see that black and white
unity was necessary to defeat it.
The world we live in has been
shaped by the US Civil Rights movement and Malcolm X’s life and work
was central to these.
Towards the end of the 1960s
black ghettos in Newark and Detroit
rose up against racism and police
violence.
Malcolm’s words are as relevant
now as they were prophetic then.
He said, “I believe that there will
be a clash between those who want
freedom, justice and equality and
those who want to continue the systems of exploitation.”
A Rebel’s Guide to Malcolm X
Antony Hamilton
Bookmarks, the socialist bookshop
£3

‘It made me proud to be a ‘The book brings out his
black Muslim revolutionary complexity and evolution’
SOCIALIST WORKER spoke to
Naima Omar and Nadia Sayed
(see right), two black revolutionaries in the Socialist Workers Party,
about Malcolm X and the fight for
socialism.
NAIMA SAID, “The main thing
I liked about the book was
seeing Malcolm X evolve.
“It’s interesting how
people have made a
contrast between him
Civil Rights leader
Martin Luther King.
“In the end they
were coming closer
together with
their different
viewpoints.
Naima Omar

Mainstream interpretations of
Malcolm X say he was moving
to the right after rejecting black
separatism.
“But the book shows he was
moving to the left.
“Malcolm X’s
uncompromising politics can
also tell us about how to deal
with reformism today.
“He understood that it
is capitalism that causes
racism and sexism.
“I wanted to know
more after reading
the book. Reading
this book made me
incredibly proud to
be a black Muslim
revolutionary.”

NADIA said, “I had come across
Malcolm X’s tragic childhood
before and the racism he faced.
“But I had never been
taught anything more than his
involvement in the Nation
of Islam.
“But he’s a far more
complex character
than mainstream
accounts give him
credit for.
“The book
also touches on
contemporary
politics, and
it would have
been really
interesting
to see what
Malcolm would
Nadia Sayed

have said about the way Muslims
in Britain and the US are treated
today.
“Muslims are constantly
having to apologise whenever
somebody who is Muslim does
something bad.
“The Rebel’s Guide
series are short books
covering these huge
historical figures but seem
to pack so much in.
“For a book of this size,
it does him justice.
“The series is good
introductory material
for radical figures.
“This book brings
out a lot of his
complexity and his
evolution.”
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EVENT
MARX WALK
Sundays, 11 am
Criterion Theatre
London WC1H 0AL.
£7 or £5 concession
www.marxwalks.com

KARL MARX is one of the
most influential thinkers of
the modern era.
His work inspired protests,
strikes, rebellions and
revolutions.
But Marx wasn’t just an
abstract philosopher. He said,
“Philosophers have until now
interpreted the world, the
point is to change it.”
The walk takes you round
the places in Soho where
Marx lived and worked, and
looks at the influence of his
revolutionary ideas.

FILM

EAST END FILM FESTIVAL
Until 2 July
London
eastendfilmfestival.com

THE EAST End Film Festival
features international
premiers, independent film
releases, music and art.
This year’s films include
The Hard Stop. It follows
friends of Mark Duggan as

Mark Duggan

they seek justice following
his death. Mark was killed in
Tottenham, north London, at
the hands of the Metropolitan
Police in 2011.
Friends Marcus Knox
Hooke and Kurtis Henville
will join a special postscreening debate after this
showing.
The festival takes place
across different locations in
east London.

Marxism 2016
Ideas to change
the world
30 June--4 July
A Rebel’s Guide
to Malcolm X
book launch
Sunday 3 July, 11.45pm
Book now marxismfestival.org.uk
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O

NE hundred years
on from the start
of the Battle of
the Somme it’s
almost impossible not to fall
into cliches about the scale
of the slaughter.
The battle started on
1 July 1916 and was the bloodiest day in British military history with some 60,000 casualties—over 20,000 of them
killed. The fighting would grind
on until November of that year.
It has become symbolic of
the “war of attrition” that characterised the fighting in western
Europe.
But the First World War
began very differently when it
was launched in 1914.
The French army marched off
to war in brightly coloured uniforms with bands playing them
into battle, looking like something out of a previous age.
German student volunteers
marched off arm in arm to a
great adventure only to end up
in the graveyards that mark the
first clashes.
The carnage in the early battles was incredible. Massed
ranks of soldiers experienced the
horrible reality of 20th century
weapons—artillery, machine
guns and aimed rifle fire.
Battles in open country came
to an end as the year went on.
The allies—France, Britain and
Belgium—and the German
army attempted to outflank
each other in a “race to the sea”.
By the year’s end the armies
were dug in on a line of trenches
stretching from Switzerland to
the French coast.

Coordinated

The small professional British
army, usually deployed to
police the empire, was all but
destroyed in the battles of 1914.
A further reserve of trained
territorial divisions was
expended during allied offensives in 1915.
Meanwhile volunteers were
being recruited in Britain in
their hundreds of thousands.
By the spring of 1916 the
British army fielded 70 divisions—ten times more than in
the summer of 1914.
The British offensive on the
Somme was supposed to be part
of a coordinated push with the
French.
But the German army interfered with their plans. They
attacked the French positions
at Verdun in February in an
attempt to “bleed white” the
French army.
The British attack on the

‘‘

Thousands of
wounded were
left for days in
the heat of no
man’s land
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EYEWITNESS
BOTSWANA

Diamond exploitation may
be forever, but anger grows

Huge guns rained down
shells day after day

Somme was now seen as even
more urgent.
The British army was led
by Sir Douglas Haig. Historian
John Keegan described Haig as
a man “in whose public manner
and private diaries no concern
for human suffering was or is
discernible”.
Haig and his generals believed
that they had planned the attack
down to the tiniest detail.
But the Germans had had two
years to dig in on the Somme.
Some dugouts had been driven
thirty feet down into the chalk,
with machine gun nests and
acres of barbed wire.
A week long bombardment
using over 1 million shells
would prepare the way. It was
believed that any Germans who
survived would be too stunned
to put up resistance.
In reality the bombardment
made little impact on many
German positions and often
failed to cut the barbed wire at
all. The top brass didn’t really
trust the new troops and so
decided they would move forward “at a steady pace in successive lines”.
The layout of the neat allied
war cemeteries at the Somme
give us a clear picture of what
happened that day.
For thousands of soldiers
lumbering forward under the
weight of 60 pound packs the
attacks were over in moments.
One young soldier recalled,
“The date 1 July is engraved in
our hearts, along with the faces
of our pals. We were two years
in the making and ten minutes
in the destroying”.

Trenches

MAIMED SOLDIERS were merely collateral damage

20 million died for
a global land grab

SLAUGHTER AT
THE SOMME
One of the most horrific battles of the First World War began
100 years ago this week. Michael Bradley looks back at the
causes of the carnage

Only five of the attacking divisions entered German lines.
The rest were stopped in no
man’s land, many before they
had left their own trenches.
A Sergeant from the
Third Tyneside Irish brigade
described the scene.
“I heard the ‘patter, patter’ of
machine guns in the distance.
By the time I’d gone ten yards
there seemed to be only a few
men left around me.
“By the time I had gone
twenty yards, I seemed to be on
my own. Then I was hit myself”.
The scale of the disaster was
monumental. A fifth of the
attacking troops died, with a 50
percent casualty rate. Some regiments simply ceased to exist.
In some areas German troops
were so sickened by the carnage
that they stopped firing to let
the lightly wounded escape to
German officers
their own lines.

Thousands of wounded soldiers were left out for days in
the heat of no mans’ land while
thousands more died there.
Unburied bodies lay out in
the open for months, resulting
in a terrible stench. Huge clouds
of flies fed off the bodies in the
summer heat.
But the battle didn’t stop
then. By the end of July the
Germans had lost 160,000
men, and the British and French
some 200,000.
By 19 November, when the
battle was finally brought to a
halt, roughly 600,000 men had
been lost on both sides. The
Allies had moved forward only
seven miles.
Some now argue that the
battle of the Somme was part
of a learning process that led
to future successes. But similar

tactics were used throughout
the war, regardless of the losses.
The slaughter on the Somme
has come to symbolise the
futility of “the war to end all
wars”. That’s why the whole
First World War anniversary
period has become an ideological battle ground.
It’s important to our rulers
to justify the slaughter, to help
shore up support for future
wars.
It should be just as important for socialists to expose
the awful reality of millions of
workers giving their lives in a
bosses’ war.

T

HE First
World War was
a land grab on
a grand scale
with millions of victims,
not just in Europe but
across the globe.
As the Somme
offensive was prepared
the war was already in
its third year. The death
toll was incredible.
By the end of the
war there were around
20 million dead—some
11 million of them
military personal and
the rest civilians.
Years of imperialist
rivalry had led to
war in August 1914,
the spark being the
assassination of
the Austrian arch
duke Ferdinand.
Accident and military
mobilisation timetables
may have been the
tipping point into
war. But the conflict
was no accident.
Europe had lurched
from one crisis to
another for decades.
This was a war
waiting to happen.
As early as 1887 the
revolutionary Frederick
Engels had envisaged,

READ MORE

lEmpire and Revolution—
a socialist history of the
First World War
by Dave Sherry, £7.99
lTo End All Wars—a story
of protest and patriotism
in the First World War
by Adam Hochschild , £9.99
Industrial production mechanised
war and

brought death to millions

Available at Bookmarks.
Phone 020 7637 1848 or
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

“A world war of an
extent and violence
hitherto undreamt of.
“Eight to ten million
soldiers will slaughter
each other and devour
the whole of Europe
until they have stripped
it barer than any
swarm of locusts”.
Germany was
the most powerful
economy in Europe.
Its rulers wanted their
own global empire.

Empires

France and Britain were
defending their own
enormous empires,
with Britain’s held
together by the world’s
most powerful Navy.
The empires were
about expanding and
protecting markets for
each of the powers’
own ruling classes. The
war began as those
competing powers ran
up against each other.
Russian revolutionary
Lenin described the
powers as “plunderers
armed to the teeth”
who had driven “the
whole world into their
war over the division
of their booty”.

Despite the diamond
magnates’ profits, the
shine is coming off
exploitation, writes
Botswanan socialist
Motsomi Marobela
THERE WAS much pomp and
cheering about the recent
discovery of a 1,111 carat
diamond in Botswana. Named
“Lesedi La Rona” (Our Light),
it is by far the largest found
since 1905.
The diamond magnates,
Lucara, expected the stock
market bells to ring millions
of dollars as they offer it to
the highest bidder.
For some this diamond has
a special significance, not in
the money but the pride. They
would have kept the stone in
Botswana for posterity and to
attract tourists.
The workers who brought
this stone from the ground
added the real value and have
little reason to celebrate.
The working environment
in mining is repressive and
jealously guarded by probusiness labour laws.
Harassment, persecution
and dismissals of union
leaders are common.
For the Boteti communities
whose land Lucara is scraping
dry, the excitement rings
hollow too. They live in
poverty and despair.
There are hardly any jobs
and many people depend on
government drought relief.
Africa is a rich continent,
but its people remain poor
because of plunder by
Western multinationals
and the wretched cycle of
capitalist accumulation.
It has enormous natural
resources—such as diamonds,
copper, gold, coal and
uranium.
These resources find their
way back to rich, developed
countries where they are
processed to add value and
exported back as finished
products.
Botswana’s celebrated
economic prosperity and
liberal democracy is rooted
in mining extraction and
exploitation. It has been more
of a curse than a solution.
The national bourgeoisie,
the multinationals and the

Lesedi La Rona is up for auction in London this week

BACK STORY

Sotheby’s in London was
set to auction off a huge
diamond on Thursday
lNamed Lesedi La Rona,
meaning “Our Light”, it is
the second largest diamond
ever discovered
lBotswana’s economy is
dominated by mining. Its
capital Gabarone is also
known as Diamond City
lBut this comes at a cost of
exploitation, repression of
unions and dispossession of
indigenous people

government are the main
beneficiaries—not the
ordinary people who sweat
and toil to dig the diamonds.
The well-known case of
the indigenous San people,
who were forced from their
ancestral lands for Gem
Diamonds, is an historic sore
on Botswana’s democracy.
Diamond mining’s high
reliance on capital means
it has created very few jobs
while churning out billions in
revenue. To maximise profits
jobs have been cut, and in a
repressive work environment

‘‘

Africa is a rich
continent. Its
people are poor
because of the
West’s plunder

strikes are not tolerated.
The government is in
partnership with DeBeers,
founded by notorious
colonialist Cecil Rhodes,
to mine diamonds—and
perpetuate his legacy of
exploitation.
Their joint venture
Debswana fired over 461
miners in 2004 for asking for
better pay, while the bosses
pocketed enormous bonuses.
The government stood
firm in support of its business
partner. It then dawned on
the workers that they are on
their own.
This year marks the 50th
anniversary of Botswana’s
independence—a milestone
journey from British
imperialism.
But power was transferred
from a civilian leader to
military general Ian Khama
in 2008. And, since the
establishment of his feared
secret service, life has taken
a turn for the worse.
Journalists, lawyers,
judges and opposition
activists have been
persecuted.
Extra-judicial killings have
seen people shot and their
killers later pardoned.
There is light at the
end of the tunnel because
oppression and exploitation
breeds consciousness.
In the last general election
the ruling party lost ground
to the opposition.
The rebellion was partly
out of anger following the
mysterious death of an
opposition leader.
Could Lesedi La Rona be
the political light that ushers
in revolutionary change?
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Open anger at Unison conference
by RAYMIE KIERNAN in Brighton

Trade unions face a huge
challenge in the fight against
austerity and new legal
attacks. Union leaders’ failure to demand more than
token resistance has led to
discontent among workers.
Frustration at Dave
Prentis, general secretary of
the Unison trade union, was
laid bare at its national conference in Brighton last week.
Members’ living standards
have been under attack for
years.
But
the
union’s
leadership has offered little
strategy beyond waiting for a
Labour government while the
party implements Tory austerity at a local level.
Local government pay
sellouts and the unwillingness to lead health workers
into battle alongside junior
doctors to defend the NHS
have fuelled the anger.
For some former Prentis
allies his appeals for unity
at the conference fell on
deaf ears. Several national
and service group executive

members and chairs joined
dozens of branch officials at
a fringe meeting of up to 300
delegates calling for change.
North West regional convenor Paula Barker argued
that “Unison is becoming
broken” by a “repeated pattern of capitulation” and a
“crisis” in the union’s democracy.

need to be prepared to resist
the act”.
Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn told the conference,
“The next Labour government will repeal the act—but
we’ll go further and extend
trade union and employment
rights.”

Failed

Developing

It is crucial that this newly
developing alliance is not just
sucked back into the union
machine.
It needs to be more than a
mechanism to win union elections—it must focus on solidarity and resistance to austerity.
Workers in Unison face
bigger workloads, more stress,
bullying managers and politicians focused more on cuts
and outsourcing than providing decent services.
Privatisation is now so
common that delegates voted
to change the union’s structure to accommodate what is
now the fastest growing section—the private sector.
This reflects the leadership’s

GENERAL SECRETARY Dave Prentis makes a speech to conference

failure to stop the
outsourcing. It has meant
a transfer of activity to the
branch as officials deal with
multiple restructures and
fragmentation.
A fierce debate over branch
funding saw activists challenge an executive motion,
which the leadership only

Many argued for an
approach of defiance, not
compliance, to make the
Trade Union Act “unworkable”.
Janet from UCLH health
branch in London pointed
out that “the laws make
union leaders more cautious”. But she argued, “We



More online

Unison conference rejects
racism. Go to bit.ly/28XfxhB
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Don’t give
racists the
credit for
Leave vote
Caricaturing the EU vote abandons
half the working class to the racist
right, argues Tomáš Tengely-Evans
THE OFFICIAL Remain and Leave
campaigns and the right wing
media ramped up racism against
migrants and dragged the debate
to the right.
But the majority of working class
people are not racists—including
working class people who voted
Leave in large numbers.
Many who supported Remain,
including left wingers and liberals, argue the result was fuelled by
racism over immigration.
But the idea that Leave was a
racist vote by the “white working
class” doesn’t add up.
The three towns outside of
London where the “White British”
population is not a majority produced Leave votes.
So in Luton 45 percent of the
population is “White British”—it
voted Leave by 56.5 percent on a
66.2 percent turnout.
Similarly in Slough 34.52 percent of the population is “White
British”—people there also voted
Leave by 54 percent on a 62.1 percent turnout.
Meanwhile in Leicester 45 percent of the population is “White
British” and 48.9 percent voted for
Leave on a 65 percent turnout.
People in London backed Remain
more strongly, but Leave still had
strong support among many working class people in the capital.

Multicultural

In Newham people voted Leave by
47 percent on a 59.2 percent turnout. The east London borough is
one of the poorest and most multicultural in London, with only
17 percent of the population being
“White British”.
That’s not to deny that racism
is a real problem or that immigration was an important issue for
many people, particularly Leave
supporters.
But a rightward shift is not
inevitable and polling shows a contradictory picture.
For instance, a poll by Lord
Ashcroft showed that 81 percent of people who thought

BACK STORY

Right wing politicians hope to
gain on the back of the EU vote
lSome have characterised
the Leave vote as being mainly
driven by hostility to immigration
lBut analysis of the vote shows
a more complex picture
lOne poll found that more Leave
supporters felt immigration had
no impact on them than Remain
ones did
lSeveral cities where “White
British” people aren’t a majority
voted to leave the EU

multiculturalism was a “force for
ill” voted Leave. But only 14 percent
of people who voted Leave thought
multiculturalism was a force for ill.
Many working class people voted
Leave to give the establishment
a kicking, while many also accept
some reactionary ideas around
immigration. That’s partly because
there wasn’t anyone high profile
putting an anti-racist argument on
immigration to them.
One Ipsos Mori poll found that,
when asked in the abstract, 42 percent of people said immigration had
a negative impact on Britain.
But some 51 percent of the total,
and 47 percent of Remain supporters, said immigration had no impact
on them personally.
Those saying immigration had no
impact on them personally was even
higher among Leave supporters at
52 percent.
This resilience is significant considering the racist assault from the
right wing media—and it shows
racist ideas are not fixed.
But challenging them means uniting working class people against the
Tories and racist scapegoating—not
abandoning large numbers of workers to the racists.



On other pages...

Will the Leave vote mean
economic meltdown? >>Page 6

DAVID CAMERON campaigned for a Remain vote on the basis of clamping down on migrants’ rights

MIGRANT VOICES

‘What happens next will depend on
whether we can fight back together’
MANY RACISTS will feel more
confident because of the Leave
vote. The racist Ukip party’s leader
Nigel Farage, and those even
further to the right, wrongly think
that the majority of people now
support them.
There have been reports of
racist harassment in the aftermath
of the result.
The Metropolitan Police said
that racist graffiti was left on the
Polish Social and Cultural Centre
in Hammersmith, west London,
last Sunday.
The Cambridge News reported
that laminated cards reading
“Leave the EU—no more Polish
vermin” were being distributed.
Every anti-racist must stand in
solidarity with migrants against
such attacks.

Scared

Jacek Szymanski, a Polish worker
in north London, told Socialist
Worker, “Many migrants are
scared, but that’s because they’re
not given the full picture.
“The official Remain and Leave
campaigns were racist, but I don’t
think the 17 million people who
voted Leave are all racists and
xenophobes.”

benefits—how is that not racist?”
Now Remain-supporting Unite
union general secretary Len
McCluskey and leftist journalist
Paul Mason have joined calls to
restrict EU immigration. This is not
the way to combat the right.

Interests

Nigel Farage, leader of racist Ukip

Racism against migrants, which
produced these attacks, was built
through years of scapegoating by
the Tories and Labour.
Labour produced a mug during
the last election pledging “controls
on immigration”. During the EU
campaign Remain supporters,
including Labour shadow cabinet
members, came out against the
free movement of labour.
A Remain vote would have
allowed through David Cameron’s
racist EU deal, which would have
restricted migrants’ right to claim
benefits.
As Jacek said, “His plan was for
migrants not to be able to have

Adrian Williams, a British Filipino
in London, told Socialist Worker, “I
voted Leave because the EU is not
working in the interests of people
in Britain.
“The Leave vote is bigger than
immigration and it’s bigger than
racism.”
The EU is not a guarantor of
migrants’ rights or a bulwark
against racism. Adrian added, “The
next president of the EU is the
Slovak prime minister Robert Fico,
who said he doesn’t want Muslims
in his country.”
Leaving the EU doesn’t mean
migrants will be deported. Adrian
said, “The NHS is filled with
Filipino workers who are from
outside the European Union.”
Jacek said, “More attacks on our
rights would have come no matter
what the result—what happens
now depends on whether we fight
back together.”
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SOLIDARITY WITH TURKISH ACTIVISTS

Chris Stephenson acquitted

Fascists kicked out
of Newcastle
ANTI-FASCISTS in Newcastle
mobilised to oppose a small
group of Nazis last Saturday.
Around 20 fascists from
the English Defence League,
North East Infidels and the
National Front gathered in
Newcastle.
They were protesting
against immigration and
refugees. Newcastle Unites
and Unite Against Fascism
organised a counter-protest
that drew almost 300 people.

Pension cuts fly in
the face of fair deal
WORKERS AT Glasgow and
Aberdeen airports are voting
on strikes against cuts to
their pensions.
The Unite union is
balloting around 480 workers
employed by owners AGS
Airports, a partnership
between Ferrovial and
Macquarie.
In a consultative ballot
workers rejected changes to
their pensions that would
see their retirement incomes
fall. The union has offered a
proposal that would see an
annual £3.5 million cut.
The ballot closes on
Wednesday 13 July.

Firefighters fight
bosses’ pension cut
FIREFIGHTERS at
Southampton airport are
set to ballot for strikes over
changes to their pensions.
The workers are members
of the Unite union.
They were told by the
company that owns the
airport, AGS, that it would
be drastically reducing its
contributions to workers’
pensions.
Unite offered a deal that
would have cut the bosses’
contributions from 44 percent
of whatever workers put in to
20-21 percent.
This was not enough for
the firm, which wants a
reduction to 17 percent.
Unite regional officer
Phil Silkstone said, “The
company’s response left our
Southampton members with
no other option but to ballot
for industrial action.”

Hotel worker wins a
serving of justice
ME HOTEL has reinstated
victimised worker Robert
Czegely. Robert, a member
of the Unite union’s hotel
workers’ branch, was fired for
having trade union leaflets
after management searched
his locker.
In a statement released
on Monday, Unite announced
that an agreement had been
reached between the union
and the hotel.
The campaign for Robert’s
reinstatement has played a
vital part in this victory.
Demonstrations and
similar activity put pressure
on the hotel and its parent
company, Melia Hotels.

Tina Rothery addresses the crowd outside Blackpool magistrates court

Picture: Stewart Willis

CHRIS STEPHENSON, a
socialist activist in Turkey
and lecturer at Istanbul’s Bilgi
university, has been acquitted
of possessing “propaganda
for a terrorist organisation”.
On 15 March he attended
a court hearing for activists
charged for signing an
Academics for Peace statement
calling on the Turkish state to
stop its brutal war against the
Kurdish national movement.
As Chris entered the court
he was searched by police,
who found invitations to a

Newroz (Kurdish New Year)
celebration in his bag.
The leaflets had been
printed by the People’s
Democratic Party (HDP),
which is being attacked by
Turkish president Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.
Last week at his trial Chris
told the court, “It was the
desire for peace that brought
me here. I still want peace.
“This is not a crime. I
reject all the charges in the
indictment against me.”
Charlie Kimber

Activist refuses to bow Bus workers drive over
to fracking intimidation bosses’ broken promises
TRANSPORT

by AUDREY GLOVER &
ALISON WILLIS
OVER 100 people gathered
outside Blackpool magistrates’
court on Friday of last week
as anti-fracking activist Tina
Rothery faced her first hearing.
Fracking firm Cuadrilla is
suing her for over £55,000—
the cost of evicting an
anti-fracking protest camp in
Lancashire.
Tina insisted she had done
nothing wrong and refused to
give personal financial details
or engage with the process.

The case will be referred
back to Cuadrilla, which has
five days to consider pursuing
the matter. If it does, Tina
could face two weeks in prison.
The protesters, who came
from as far away as Scotland,
wore “I am Tina Rothery”
T-shirts.
There was a strong trade
union presence. Don Naylor
from the Unison union spoke
about the need to get more
support in unions for the fight
against fracking.
Sue Under from Kendal told
Socialist Worker that she had
felt “depressed and compelled

to do something” when she
heard Tina was in court.
Hilary Chuter from
Lancaster said, “We need more
of these protests, we have to
do this for ourselves.”
Tina gave a rousing speech
as she left court. She said that
she had a little wobble but “at
that moment the wind caught
the curtain and I could see
100 faces outside. I realised
it wasn’t me talking but 100
of us.”
She told supporters that in
the fight against gas firms and
the government, “We won’t be
bullied any more.”

LGBT+

Putting the politics back into London Pride
TENS OF thousands of
people marched through
London on the huge LGBT+
Pride march last Saturday.
There was a sense of
unity after the homophobic
massacre in Orlando earlier
this month.
It remains a positive
event, but many LGBT+
activists were also angry that
the trade union and political
delegations had been pushed
to the back.
Corporate delegations
including banks were up
front.
Blake, a school student in
the Labour Party, said, “This
is the corporatisation of the
movement—it’s something

On the Pride march in London 
we’re going to have to look
at more.
“We built the movement.
The corporations wouldn’t
show their faces if it hadn’t
been for us.”
Vala, a student from
Bristol, said, “Pride is a
protest and depoliticising

Picture: Guy Smallman

it is detrimental. It’s about
people fighting for rights. It
should remain political or it
defeats the point.”
Anti-racist activists had
organised a lively bloc
against Tory austerity and in
solidarity with refugees.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

NHS

BMA conference stands against racism
DELEGATES AT the British
Medical Association’s (BMA)
conference slammed French
authorities for banning the
Convoy to Calais this month.
Megan Parsons, a BMA
delegate, told Socialist
Worker, “The motion
condemning the French
authorities went through
unanimously.
“The authorities knew we

were coming weeks ago—
they didn’t want people to
see the conditions.”
Delegates also passed
a motion against charging
migrants for NHS services.
The Tory Immigration Act
tells health workers to check
people’s immigration status.
The motion was proposed
by the Docs Not Cops
organisation.

Megan said, “It’s not our
job as health workers to
check if people are entitled
to free access to health
services, which they should
be.
“And charging one group
just opens the door to
charging everyone.
“We’ve got to look at the
real problems in the NHS—
privatisation and cuts.”

BUS DRIVERS in Weymouth
extended their strike this
week with action set to
take place on Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday. It follows a fiveday strike from Monday
to Friday of last week.
The Unite union members
want bosses at First to pay
them as much as workers
doing a similar job in nearby
areas. Nearly 90 percent
voted for the strikes.
The strike has had a real
impact. Bosses have been

forced to run a drastically
reduced “emergency
timetable” with some
services cancelled altogether.
Unite regional officer
Bob Lanning accused bosses
of “bad faith and broken
promises”. He added,
“First Bus is a profitable
company and only last week
announced a UK-wide profit
for its bus division of
£52 million—the money is
there, but not apparently for
our low-paid members.”
Dave Sewell

SCOTRAIL
TRAIN GUARDS working for
Abellio Scotrail struck for
three days last week. The
workers’ union, RMT, said
bosses had a “union-busting,
destaffing and deskilling”
agenda.
The dispute centres
around driver only operation
(DOO) trains. This means
the driver becomes the only
safety critical role. Guards
are to be refocussed on
commercial activities.
The union sought
assurances from Abellio
bosses that DOO would

not be extended during the
operator’s franchise. It gave
no such assurances.
However, an email from
bosses sent in error revealed
the key motive for extending
DOO. It said, “Conductor
operation means two skilled
posts on every train making
services harder to operate
during industrial action.”
The guards are set to
strike again this Sunday and
again on 10 and 17 July with
an overtime ban in place
until 16 July.
Raymie Kiernan

ASLEF

Southern rail strikes ban
THE ASLEF train drivers’
union has been forced to pay
Govia Thameslink Railway
(GTR) bosses £250,000 in
court costs and not to strike
over driver only operation
(DOO) on Southern and
Gatwick Express.
The agreement came
ahead of a trial set to begin
on Monday to decide on a
temporary injunction granted
by a judge to stop drivers
starting a legal strike.
Under the terms of the
agreement, the union can
only call industrial action
over DOO if the company
tries to bring it in on trains
longer than 12 carriages.
GTR bosses are backed
to the hilt by Tory officials at
the Department for Transport

to have “punch ups” with the
unions to extend DOO in the
south east.
It’s a worrying sign that
the union gave in before trial.
Several union leaders said
while campaigning against
the Trade Union Bill that
the first time the new laws
were used against any group
of workers, the trade union
movement would back them.
But the same principle
should apply to current laws
too.
Lawyers and legal teams
can’t beat anti-union laws,
old or new, only collective
workers’ action can.
It’s time union leaders
put their full resources
into union organisation to
encourage that.
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CLEANERS

STRIKERS AND their supporters protesting last week

by SADIE ROBINSON

UNIVERSITY workers
across Britain are continuing a rolling programme of
strikes in a bitter dispute
over pay.
The UCU union members are calling for a better
pay rise than the 1.1 percent
bosses have so far offered.
And they want equal pay
for women and an end to casualised contracts too.
Warwick University workers struck last Saturday, to
coincide with an open day.
Justine Mercer is president
of Warwick UCU.
She said strikers used the
action to talk to students and
parents “about the changing
nature of higher education”.
“Our working conditions
are students’ learning conditions,” she said.

Action

“Members have been left with
no alternative but to take this
action.”
UCU members at the universities of Chester, Liverpool,
Warwick, Heriot-Watt and
Oxford Brookes struck last
Friday, along with workers
at the Glasgow School of Art.
Walkouts hit Birkbeck,
Leeds, Sheffield, Glasgow
Caledonian and the London
School of Hygiene and

Picture: Candy Udwin

University strikers
fight for better pay
Workloads
walkout in Indefinite strike demands
east London justice for City cleaners

STRIKING IN Leeds last week

Tropical Medicine the day
before.
Wednesday saw strikes
at ten universities—including Oxford, Manchester and
Reading.
Central Lancashire struck
on Tuesday.
The walkout at Reading
disrupted a “celebration”
held by the university to mark
its 90th anniversary.
Paul Hatcher is president
of Reading university UCU.
He said, “We’re boycotting

Picture: Christian Hogsbjerg

the celebration.
“What have staff got to
celebrate when they’ve suffered a real-terms pay cut of
14.5 percent since 2009?”
Some branches, including
University College London
and London Metropolitan
University, will strike on
5 July—to coincide with
an England-wide teachers’
strike.
lFor a list of upcoming strikes
at other universities see
bit.ly/28W0lMO

TEACHERS AT an east
London school struck on
Tuesday over workloads.
Bosses at Connaught
School for Girls want
them to work an extra
90 minutes a week.
NUT union members
joined picket lines on the
strike day.
Paul Phillips is a NUT
rep at the school. He told
Socialist Worker, “We had
a good turnout of pickets
and the school was closed.
We had supporters on the
picket line too.”
Paul said workload
problems were “not just
specific to our school”.
“This is a national
problem as austerity and
funding cuts kick in,” he
said.
Paul added that an
England-wide NUT strike
next week (see page 20)
is “an opportunity to stand
up for children”.
“This is not just about
our conditions,” he said.
lSend messages of support
to pablophillips2007@
yahoo.co.uk

by ALISTAIR FARROW
CITY OF London cleaners
have been on all-out strike
for four weeks.
The United Voices of the
World (UVW) union members
are fighting Thames Cleaning
bosses’ decision to sack half
of the workforce to save
money. They also demand the
London Living Wage.
The firm spent £20,000
on an injunction to stop the
strike but failed.
Petros Elias, general
secretary of UVW, said,
“We’re going to stay out
until we get the London
Living Wage. The cleaners
are already on poverty wages
and now get half the number
of cleaning hours to get the
same amount of work done.”
Strikers marched with
supporters last week on the
offices of CBRE Ltd, which
manages the 100 Wood
Street building where it
contracts Thames Cleaning.
CBRE is one of the largest
real estate companies in
the world. It made over
£600 million in revenue in

the last financial year, yet it
didn’t pay any corporation
tax.
Alan Gibson from the
National Union of Journalists
spoke to the crowd.
“For 15 years the cleaners
have been cleaning up
rubbish and after all this
time half of them are fired
and the rest are threatened
with the sack,” he said.
“What kind of a way is
that to treat people?”
Candy Udwin from the
PCS union said that at her
workplace, the National
Gallery, CBRE has a cleaning
contract. She said, “I’m
going to be asking questions
of them about why they’re
letting this happen in Wood
Street.”
Victor, one of the strikers,
was defiant and angry,
“There may be few of us, but
we are quality. There may be
few of us but we are fighters
and we have hot blood!
“We’re going to carry on
this strike and we will do
whatever’s necessary to win.”
lDonate to the strike fund
uvwunion.org.uk/emergencyappeal

FOOD AND RETAIL WORKERS

WORKERS AT Marks and
Spencer are facing a cut of
some £1,000 per year in a
new contract deal.
The deal cuts pay for
Sundays, bank holidays and
anti-social hours for over
2,500 workers.
It also slashes pensions
for over 7,000 workers and
forces new starters onto zero
hours contracts.
One worker told Socialist
Worker that bosses are
trying to encourage new
workers to take the deal by
offering a higher hourly rate.

Deal

“We don’t get the same
benefits as people who have
been here longer,” she said.
“The new deal means that
we’ll get an extra £2 an
hour.”
The company has also
threatened workers with the
sack if they don’t accept the

mean that some people will
get a one-off payment of
£500 while losing more than
that every year.
The Usdaw union’s
response has been to beg
Marks and Spencer to
negotiate.

Table
Bosses want two-tier workforce

new contracts.
Marks and Spencer worker
Matt told Socialist Worker
that the attacks are aimed at
older workers.
“For staff who have been
here longer it means quite a
big pay cut.
“Some people I know are
set to lose almost £2,000 a
year.”
The company is offering
workers different levels of
compensation. But these

Dave Gill, the union’s
national officer, said, “The
company is threatening
to sack any staff who do
not accept the contractual
changes.
“We urge the company
to get round the table and
engage with us. M&S staff
need a voice.”
Marks and Spencer bosses
won’t get round the table
if this is the extent of the
union’s strategy.
The company has made
up its mind and only
organisation and action can
beat the bosses back.

GRIMSBY

LEICESTER

2 Sisters
gobbles up
fish supplier
SOME 200 jobs could go
after fish supplier Icelandic
Seachill threatened to close
one of its Grimsby plants in
response to Marks and Spencer
cancelling a contract with the
company worth £60 million.
Bosses are promising
a “significant number of
redundancies”.
The company produces fish
products for the food retailers.
Marks and Spencer has
moved production of the
goods that Seachill made
to a number of different
companies.
These include 2 Sisters, a
part of the Boparan Holdings
food group, the largest food
producer in Britain.

Kumaran had support from Bfawu union leaders

Reinstate Kumaran Bose
AROUND 80 trade unionists
joined a mass picket in
solidarity with Kumaran
Bose in Melton Mowbray last
Sunday. Kumaran is a Bfawu
union activist at Samworth
Brothers in Leicester who
has been victimised for
his trade union activity.
The victimisation came
after hundreds joined
Bfawu in response to bosses
attacking their conditions.

Bfawu activists and
supporters travelled from all
over including a busload of
workers from the dispute at
Pennine Foods in Sheffield
and McDonalds workers
unionising their workplaces.
The protest demanded
that bosses reinstate
Kumaran, recognise the
union and reverse the
attacks on conditions.
Julie Sherry

Picture: Julie Sherry

M&S workers face pay and pensions cut
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SCHOOL STRIKE
FOR EDUCATION
TEACHERS at the NUT conference in March	

TEACHERS WILL take part
in an England-wide school
strike next Tuesday over the
impact of Tory policies and
funding cuts.
NUT union members voted
by 92 percent for the action
on a 25 percent turnout.
They want more funding
for schools and guaranteed
protection for teachers’ pay
and conditions. But underlying the action is fury at the
Tories’ attacks on education
and their impact on children.
Doug Morgan is assistant
secretary of Birmingham
NUT. He said, “The magnificent result shows the strength
of feeling among teachers. We
are not going to be bullied by
the government and are committed to standing up for
education.”

Conditions

Fleur Patten, an NUT member
in Cambridgeshire, said, “The
law means we ballot over pay
and conditions.
“But our working conditions are students’ learning
conditions. We have to get
across that this is about

education.”
Tory cuts could slash more
than 20 percent from the education budget in some London
boroughs. And the Tories
remain committed to pushing
schools to become privatelyrun academies.
Jess Edwards is a primary
school teacher and member
of the NUT’s national executive committee in London.
She said, “The government
agenda of austerity and privatisation threatens to destroy
our schools.
“We are striking because
schools budgets are being cut
by a minimum of 13 percent
and our kids are not worth
13 percent less than last year.
“We want national terms
and conditions for teachers in
all schools. This government
is weak and divided. We can
win if we fight back.”
Leeds NUT rep Kauser Jan
explained what the attacks
meant for children. “Class
sizes are increasing and the
curriculum is narrowing,”
she said. “It’s just testing after
testing.
“If teachers don’t stand up
we will be steamrollered.”
Teachers also stressed the
need to use the strike to speak

A sixth form teacher on strike in March 		

‘‘

We need as
many people
on the streets
and on pickets
as possible”
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to more teachers about the
dispute.
Some said education
secretary Nicky Morgan’s
announcement of a retreat on
forced academisation earlier
this year wrongfooted some
people.
Fleur said, “When I was
campaigning on the streets,
there were people who felt
Morgan had backed off.
“We need to make sure
members understand that this
isn’t true, especially in schools

without reps.”
Doug agreed. “We have
to think about how we can
get into more schools in the
run-up to the strike,” he said.
“We need as many people on
the streets and on picket lines
as possible.”
The Tory attacks have
sparked widespread anger
and resistance. More parents
got involved with anti-academy campaigning.
The strike can win a high
level of support—and parents
and others can join regional
rallies on the day.
NUT members in sixth
forms weren’t balloted for
action this time, but they
hope to join future strikes.
And they are organising to
support those on strike this
time around.
Jean Evanson is an NUT
rep at Shrewsbury Sixth Form
and Shropshire NUT divisional secretary. “We plan to
wear the NUT green T-shirts
on the strike day,” she said.
The government crisis
after the European Union
referendum means the strike
has an even better chance
of winning. And it provides
a uniting focus, however
people voted, to shape a
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positive outcome to the
crisis.
Unison union members in
schools could also join future
strikes. Unison’s local government conference (see page
16) voted to declare “a legal
dispute and lawful national
action and coordinated
strikes in the autumn term”.

Battle

The NUT previously said
a summer strike would be
just the start of a battle to
drive the Tories back. The
notes for members about the
5 July strike says, “We will be
announcing at least two further dates for strikes in the
autumn term.”
An escalating programme
would be a big blow for the
Tories—and teachers want a
fightback that can win.
Fleur said, “Members are
realistic, they know it will
take more than one day.
People are ready to be out
again.”
Kauser added, “Armchair
activists will not change a
thing—you have to show you
mean business.”
London strike demonstration—
Tuesday 5 July, assemble 11am
Portland Place, W1A 1AA

