
jail blair

THEY KILLED A MILLION FOR 
OIL AND AMERICAN POWER

TEACHERS

School strike has a big 
impact across England
Teachers across England struck on Tuesday  
in a battle against Tory education policies 
and cuts.

The NUT union called the action to demand 
that the government gives guarantees over 
teachers’ pay and conditions across all schools.
>>Page 20

TORIES

When thieves fall out—
infighting over leadership
DIVISIONS IN the Tory Party have made the 
race to select a new leader chaotic. 

It’s Tory on Tory violence as the bitter 
leadership race has descended into a 
bloodbath.

Boris Johnson is already out.
>>Pages 2&3

LABOUR
Defend Corbyn—
confront the right 
MOVES TO oust Jeremy Corbyn from 
the Labour leadership continued 
this week—but big rallies and some 
union leaders backed him up. Corbyn 
is under pressure to compromise. 
But a deal won’t save him.
>>Pages 4&5
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It makes House 
of Cards look like 
Teletubbies’
Boris Johnson ally and Tory MP 
Nigel Evans on the fun and games 
in the Tory party

‘Even her patience 
and understanding 
will have been 
pushed to the 
limit by this act of 
national self-harm’
Ex spin chief Alastair Campbell on 
German chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
likely reaction to Brexit

‘The EU vote has cut 
off one of our wings, 
but we are still 
flying’
European Commission president 
Jean-Claude Juncker is making the 
best of it

‘As if Nato’s 
gone, the trans 
Atlantic alliance 
is dissolving, and 
every country 
is rushing off to 
its own corner. 
That’s not what’s 
happening’
US president Barack Obama moves 
to calm ‘post-Brexit vote hysteria’

‘Others gasped, 
some began crying’
The Daily Telegraph reports on Tory 
MPs’ reaction to Gove’s candidacy
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Good riddance as Farage 
says goodbye at long last
NIGEL FARAGE “stepped aside” 
as leader of the racist Ukip party 
on Monday saying he wanted his 
“life back”. 

The last time Farage did this, 
after he failed to win a seat at 
the general election, he came 
back a few days later.

He can’t credibly pull the 
same trick twice. 

It follows increasingly public 
feuding between Farage and 
Ukip’s only MP Douglas Carswell.

Farage even said last week 
that Carswell could be kicked 
out of the party.

Farage’s move is a tribute 
to everyone who campaigned 
against Ukip.

There were rumours that if 
Andrea Leadsom became Tory 
leader she would find a way to 
bring Farage into her fold. 

But Farage’s demise 
underlines that Ukip has not 
received a massive boost from 
the Leave vote.

Another leader who some 
on the Remain side said would 
now be dominant has been 
sidelined.
Charlie Kimber
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THIEVES 
FALL OUT

It’s Tory on Tory 
violence as bitter 
leadership race 
descends into a 
bloodbath, writes  
Simon Basketter
DIVISIONS IN the Tories have 
made their race to select a new 
leader chaotic. 

Two weeks ago David Cameron 
was safe in his job. A week ago he 
looked set to be replaced by Boris 
Johnson. 

Leading Brexit Tory Johnson 
awoke last Thursday looking for-
ward to becoming Britain’s next 
prime minister. He went to bed with 
his career in smouldering ruins.

Exactly how depends on who you 
believe. But it seems that Johnson 
was characteristically too smug by 
half. The deal for justice secretary 
Michael Gove’s support involved 
him becoming chancellor.

But Johnson also needed energy 
and climate change secretary 
Andrea Leadsom on board if he was 
to get a clear run at home secretary 
Theresa May. 

She fancied the chancellor job as 
well. So Johnson promised her the 
job on condition she wouldn’t con-
test the leadership. But apparently 
she never got the memo and stood.

Furious
Gove was appointed Johnson’s cam-
paign manager. But Gove was furi-
ous that the Treasury job he thought 
he had was being taken away.

So he “spontaneously” announced 
he was running for prime minister. 
And he happened to have a 5,000-
word manifesto to hand. 

Johnson’s support crumbled 
and so did he. Boris could still 
have made it to the final race with 
Theresa May. But one insider said, 
“Boris felt he could become another 

Corbyn. He might win with the 
membership but not have enough 
support in parliament.” 

Wherever he went last week he 
was booed by one side or another. 
Then London mayor Sadiq Khan 
sold off his unused and unloved 
police water cannon.

Gove pronounced, “I know my 
limitations. Whatever charisma is, 

I don’t have it. 
“Whatever glamour may be, I 

don’t think anyone could ever asso-
ciate me with it.”

Conservative grandee Ken Clarke 
called on him to “do us all a favour” 
and “stand down now”.

He said, “This kind of public per-
formance is more suitable for elec-
tion to a student union.” 

On Monday Gove was third 
favourite in the race behind May 
and Leadsom. Fittingly for a Tory, 
May campaigned at the posh Henley 
regatta last weekend. 

Two other candidates put their 
names forward but looked unlikely 
to get very far.  Work and pensions 
secretary Stephen Crabb makes 
much of his humble origins, less of 

his homophobia.
Former defence secretary Liam 

Fox resigned in disgrace after one 
too many meetings with lobbyists 
and arms dealers.

George Osborne’s reign of austerity 
is over—at least for fat cat bosses
by DAVE SEWELL

TORY CHANCELLOR George 
Osborne revealed on Monday 
his response to Brexit—a tax 
giveaway for the bosses.

In an interview with the 
Financial Times newspaper, 
he said he would cut the 
corporation tax rate to just  
15 percent. 

That’s down from the current 
rate of 20 percent and the 
planned cut to 17 percent 
announced in March—and less 
than half the rate under former 
Tory prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher.

Based on current receipts this 
would be a bonanza of more 
than £11 billion for the bosses.

It would make for what 
Osborne calls a “super-
competitive” economy where big 
businesses pay barely more than 
the 12.5 percent charged in tax 
haven Ireland.

But Osborne’s authority is in 

tatters after he admitted last 
week there was no chance of 
eliminating the deficit by 2020.

Tory leadership hopeful 
Theresa May echoed the retreat.
This arguably breaks the “fiscal 
charter” Osborne launched to 
much pomp last year.

And it means the Tory 
government has given up on 
the project that justified all its 
attacks since 2010—the promise 
that it would balance the budget.

Osborne and other leading 

Tories still want to slash public 
services, welfare, wages and 
pensions. But the fiscal retreat 
weakens their basis for doing so.

It confirms what was 
already clear—that Osborne’s 
projections and forecasts for 
the economy were just made up 
numbers. 

The admission that the money 
is there to throw at the bosses 
is a chance to demand it goes 
to working class people’s needs 
instead.

Ex Ukip leader Nigel Farage

COLLEAGUES TURNED rivals Michael Gove and Theresa May

NHS

 Doctors reject contract

JUNIOR DOCTORS have voted to 
reject a proposed new contract 
cobbled together by the British 
Medical Association and Tory 
health secretary Jeremy Hunt. 

BMA members in England 
voted by 58 percent to 
42 percent to reject the proposed 
dangerous new contract on 
a 68 percent turnout. This is 
a clear mandate to reject the 
deal—and call more strikes that 
can scrap the toxic contract.

The chair of the BMA’s junior 
doctors’ committee Johan 
Malawana resigned following 
the vote. He had pushed for 
members to accept the deal. 

Hunt claims the new contract 
is essential to bring in  
“seven-day working” in the NHS 
to improve patient safety.  In 
reality the Tories want to smash 
unsocial hours pay and terms 

and conditions to soften up the 
NHS for privatisation. 

The Tories have said the deal 
will cut the cost of weekend 
working by a third.

This deal will make Saturdays 
and Sundays ordinary working 
days and reduce extra night 
shift pay from 50 percent to 
37 percent.

Junior doctors working less 
than one weekend in eight would 
only be paid normal pay rates 
and those working weekends 
more often will receive a rise of 
between 3 and 10 percent.

The BMA should immediately 
call a programme of industrial 
action before the contract is 
scheduled to be imposed in 
August. 

The Tories are divided, the 
whole establishment is in crisis 
and teachers across England are 
set to strike again in autumn. 

Reigniting this dispute can 
help to boot the Tories out. 

STATE OF PLAY
lTheresa May had 110 MPs 
backing her on Monday. There 
were 25 MPs for Michael Gove, 
21 for Stephen Crabb, 31 for 
Leadsom and eight for Liam Fox
lTory MPs choose two by Friday 
and members vote in the summer

Leadsom’s lolly is stashed offshore
ANDREA LEADSOM, a banker 
and former City minister, used 
scams that could reduce the 
tax on her family assets and 
has accepted donations from 
businesses with roots in tax 
havens. 

She created with her fellow 
investment banker and husband 
Ben a buy-to-let company 
Bandal.

In 2005, 24 percent of its 
ownership was transferred to 
entities described as “children’s 
settlement”. 

This had the potential of 
reducing the inheritance 
tax burden on her assets.

Offshore
A charge from the 
offshore bank Kleinwort 
Benson in Jersey was 
placed over some of the 
company’s properties.

After Leadsom 
became an MP, Bandal’s 

charges were made onshore 
and offshore loans were 
cleared.

Her brother-in-law, Peter de 
Putron, based in the tax haven 
of Guernsey, is reported to 
have donated £816,000 to the 
Conservative Party.

Largesse
Part of his largesse comes 
from a British company called 
Gloucester Research, which 

has given Leadsom and the 
Tories £281,000 since 
2007.

Its parent company 
was in the British Virgin 
Islands tax haven. 

De Putron also 
gave £300,000 to the 
“no to voting reform” 
campaign and another 
£680,000 to a Tory 
think tank with which 
Leadsom is personally 
associated.

Andrea Leadsom

Their disorderly retreats are our chance
AUSTERITY ISN’T the only Tory 
policy to be damaged by the Leave 
vote.

Transport secretary Patrick 
McLoughlin announced last 
week that a decision on airport 
expansion around London, due this 
month, would be delayed until “at 
least October”.

It’s the latest in a series of 
delays. Business has long lobbied 
for an environmentally disastrous 
extra runway, with Heathrow 
airport as a frontrunner.

The Tories would love to give 
it to them. But it has long been a 

source of division in their ranks.
Theresa May, Michael Gove, 

Boris Johnson and Zac Goldsmith 
all have constituencies that could 
be affected by noise and pollution 
from extra flights.

Meanwhile the Le Touquet 
treaty that sees France guard 
Britain’s border from refugees is 
coming increasingly under fire.

Leading French Tory and likely 
presidential election candidate 
Alain Juppe this week became the 
most senior politician to call for 
scrapping it.

“We must move the border back 

to where it belongs,” he said.
This opens a breach in 

the border regime and helps 
campaigners demanding that the 
refugees in Calais are allowed into 
Britain.

Theresa May had long called for 
Britain to pull out of the European 
Convention on Human Rights 
(EHRC) even if it stayed in the EU.

But as part of her leadership bid 
she dropped the signature right 
wing pledge.

With the Tories on the back 
foot, now is the time to hit them 
hard and win gains for our side.

Tory chancellor George Osborne

On other pages...
Compromise won’t save Corbyn 
from the Labour right >>Pages 4&5

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 



 Peace offer 
 won’t stop 
 Labour MPs  
 conspiring
Jeremy Corbyn is under pressure to 
compromise with the right—but that 
can’t save him, argues Nick Clark

MOVES TO oust Jeremy Corbyn 
from the Labour Party leadership 
continued this week—but rallies 
and some union leaders backed 
him up.

Labour MP Angela Eagle was 
again threatening to launch a lead-
ership challenge as Socialist Worker 
went to press. 

Meanwhile, Corbyn and some of 
his opponents have been rumoured 
to be moving towards a compromise 
to try and end the crisis.

Eagle suggested on Monday that 
she would launch a challenge if 
Corbyn “doesn’t take action”. 

She did not explicitly say she 
would challenge Corbyn if he 
refused to step down, as some news 
websites reported.

But she said, “There are many 
people—MPs, party members up 
and down the country—asking me 
to resolve this impasse and I will if 
something isn’t done soon.

“I have the support to run and 
resolve this impasse and I will do so 
if Jeremy doesn’t take action.”

Eagle had been expected to chal-
lenge Corbyn towards the end of last 
week following a vote of no confi-
dence in his leadership by Labour 
MPs.

A total of 172 Labour MPs voted 
for the motion of no confidence. 
Only 40 voted in Corbyn’s favour.

But she appeared to hold back 
amid reports that Labour MP 
Owen Smith was also preparing a 
challenge. 

Labour’s deputy leader Tom 
Watson tried to negotiate a deal 
with Corbyn.

Encourage
Reports emerged over the weekend 
suggesting that Watson and other 
Labour MPs had tried to encourage 
Corbyn to step down.

They had tried to negotiate a deal 
for Corbyn to “retire with dignity”, 
promising that a future leader would 
adopt some of his left wing policies.

BACK STORY
A leadership stand-off paralysed 
the Labour Party after its MPs 
passed a vote of no confidence in 
left wing leader Jeremy Corbyn
lMPs Angela Eagle and Owen 
Smith were both expected to 
make leadership bids last week
lEagle was making threats again 
as Socialist Worker went to press
lRallies in Corbyn’s support 
have brought thousands onto the 
streets in several towns and cities
lMany of his opponents voted for 
the Iraq War in 2003

Corbyn then wrote an article for 
the Sunday Mirror newspaper insist-
ing that he wouldn’t step down, 
but offering to “reach out” to his 
opponents. 

That same day Unite union leader 
Len McCluskey used a television 
interview to tell MPs that their plan 
to oust Corbyn “had failed”.

But he said trade unions could 
“bring both parties together and 
resolve this issue”.

“The alternative is that we’re 
plunged into a civil war that will be 
bitter and ugly and may never allow 
the Labour Party to reunite again.”

There was speculation that any 

kind of deal would involve hand-
ing over more power to Labour MPs 
who want to drag the party back to 
the right.

Concessions
Making such concessions would be 
a mistake. Corbyn still has the over-
whelming support of Labour Party 
members. 

More than 60,000 people joined 
Labour in the past week, most of 
them to support Corbyn. And polls 
show he would win any new leader-
ship election.

Both sides fear a damaging split 
in the party, putting pressure on the 

plotters to back down last week—
and on Corbyn to compromise now.

But the right’s attacks won’t stop. 
Corbyn and the Labour left should 
take them head-on—including by 
deselecting MPs that tried to under-
mine him. 

Unity with the right can only mean 
abandoning the anti-austerity, anti-
war politics that inspired Corbyn’s 
supporters when he became leader 
last year.

On other pages...
Who runs Labour—the members 
or the MPs? >>Page 17

Obstacle to backing Corbyn 
SOME OF Jeremy 
Corbyn’s supporters 
in Labour found its 
structures made it 
almost impossible to 
support their leader.

Georgina Harrison 
from Lincoln said, 
“My Labour branch 
refused to even 
consider a motion to 
support Corbyn until 
September. 

“They kept giving all 
kinds of bureaucratic 
reasons. I thought, I 

can’t do anything here, 
even as secretary.”

Georgina decided 

to leave Labour at 
the Socialist Workers 
Party’s Marxism 
festival last weekend 
(see page 8).

She said, “I kept 
hearing all these 
inspiring things. I 
thought, I don’t want 
to be in the Labour 
Party. I’d joined 
Momentum because I 
wanted to help people 
get involved in the 
Labour Party. But this 
is where it’s at.”

Georgina Harrison

Jeremy Corbyn (centre) with Tom Watson and Angela Eagle

 ‘It’s our party  
 too—and we  
 back Jeremy’ 
SEVERAL THOUSAND people 
rallied in defence of Jeremy Corbyn 
in towns and cities across Britain 
last weekend.

Some 3,000 people turned out 
in Manchester’s Piccadilly Gardens 
last Friday (left). Thousands more 
rallied in Liverpool on Saturday. 
Others demonstrated in Sheffield, 
Sunderland, Nottingham, Exeter, 
Penzance and Plymouth.

The rallies were angry and 
defiant. At the Manchester rally 
Hannah McCarthy from Labour 
left group Momentum attacked the 
MPs trying to get rid of Corbyn.

“People who were elected to 
represent us are acting outside the 
interest of the party membership, 
and going against it,” she said.

“It shows no respect for party 
democracy. It shows no respect for 
the beliefs and wishes of the party 
membership, who have a very 
different vision for what we want 
the party to be.”

And in Nottingham, Labour 
councillor Steve Battlemuch 
accused Labour MPs of “stabbing 
Jeremy in the back”.

“At this time, we should have 
been united and fighting against 
the increase in racism,” he said. 
“Instead, the party is fighting itself.

“I have been in this party for  
33 years. It’s my party as much as 
anyone else’s. Our membership 
is increasing, our vote share is 
increasing, and we will support 
Jeremy.”
Read more online bit.ly/29dC19p

Dangerous backsliding 
on defence of migration
LABOUR’S LEFT wing shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell 
said last week that “the free 
movement of people, of labour, 
will come to an end” when 
Britain leaves the European 
Union (EU).

McDonnell became the latest 
prominent figure on the Labour 
left to backtrack on support for 
free movement.

He added that Labour needed 
to “consult with the British 
people on the nature of the 
relationship we have with regard 
to the free movement of people”.

McDonnell had campaigned 
for a Remain vote in the run-up 
to the referendum.

But in a speech before the 
referendum he said Labour 
would “look again at the free 
movement of Labour”.

Socialists should reject 
myths about migration and 
free movement. Migrants aren’t 
responsible for driving down 
wages or pressures on housing.

Immigration controls mean 
repression of migrant workers. 

They legitimise the racist idea 

that some people don’t belong in 
Britain.

Further limitations on free 
movement aren’t inevitable.

Labour under a left wing 
leadership should fight to defend 
migrants—not accommodate to 
racist ideas.

A RALLY to back Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership in Manchester last week 

Wrong message from John McDonnell
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

DON’T LET THE ELITE’S 
CRISIS GO TO WASTE

 B 
ORIS JOHNSON and 
Ukip politician Nigel 
Farage have followed 
David Cameron into the 
sunset.

Tory chancellor George 
Osborne has been humbled and 
side-lined. Hated Tory Michael 
Gove has been monstered for 
stabbing Johnson in the back.

Many on the left warned that 
the right wing would be the main 
beneficiaries of a Brexit vote. 
Instead, it has further stirred up 
the turmoil in their ranks.

So weakened are the leading 
Tories that the obscure junior 
minister Andrea Leadsom 
emerged as a potential leader.

The class they represent is 
reeling too. Arch privatiser Richard 
Branson has led a chorus of 
whining from big business.

From Nato to the European 
enforcers of austerity in Portugal 
and Greece, the forces of 
capitalism and imperialism have 
taken a severe hit.

For all the uncertainty and fear 
many people feel, this is the key to 
navigating the chaos.

There are two sides in our 
society—those at the top and 
the rest of us. Brexit is bad for 
their side, and that makes it an 

opportunity for us. Of course 
their crisis brings dangers too.

When business leaders warn of 
a recession, they are threatening 
to punish us for their system’s 
problems.

The Labour right has made the 
shameful move against Jeremy 
Corbyn it has been plotting all 
year.

And some racists have been 
emboldened to go on a more 
overt offensive. They are helped 
by politicians who claim the 
Leave vote was a rejection of 
immigration.

Tory leadership frontrunner 
Theresa May even warns she 
could deport some European 
Union (EU) migrants resident in 

Britain—a move 77 percent of 
Leave voters oppose.

Fighting this racism requires 
clarity. For years politicians’  
anti-migrant and anti-Muslim 
rhetoric and policies have fuelled 
racism on the streets.

This won’t be stopped by tying 
anti-racism to a defence of the 
undemocratic EU or by smearing 
the popular vote against it.

The EU is a brutally racist 
institution responsible for the 
mass deaths of refugees in the 
Mediterranean and Aegean seas.

Instead we must seize on 
the anger that drove millions 
of working class people to vote 
against the establishment. We 
must turn it against the bosses’ 
and Blairites’ revenge, the racists 
attempting to hijack Brexit and the 
Tories struggling to recover.

This takes socialist organisation 
inside the working class—and 
mass mobilisation.

We need more strikes like 
this week’s walkout by teachers. 
And the national demonstrations 
against racism and austerity in 
London and Glasgow on Saturday 
16 July is a crucial chance to pull 
the situation our way.

Everyone must go all-out to 
build the biggest turnout possible.

PUT CAPITAL ON TRIAL
 THREE BANKERS were found 

guilty of manipulating global 
interest rates this week.

Jay Merchant, Jonathon Mathew 
and Alex Pabon were convicted 
for manipulating the Libor interest 
rate—bringing the total convicted 
bankers in the scandal to five. 

But the scale of manipulation by 
the banks goes much further than 
five bankers. 

Even after we bailed out the 
Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) in 
2008, it carried on rigging Libor 
for three years. Serious Fraud 

Office head David Green said 
the key issue in the case was 
“dishonesty”. 

Corruption isn’t about a few 
dishonest bankers rigging the 
rules—capitalism is built to work 
in their interests. 

Libor is used to set the 
international borrowing rate, from 
ordinary people’s mortgages to 
major investments. 

We’re told it is set by “market 
forces”. 

In reality banks set it to boost 
their own profits. Banks would 

submit borrowing rate estimates 
to the British Bankers Association, 
which would then set the Libor 
rate.

When a crisis hits, institutions 
pretend to undergo dramatic 
reforms. 

Sometimes a few bankers are 
even jailed to protect their system.  

It’s good these social criminals 
have been convicted. 

But to stop corrupt bankers 
ripping us off, we have to get rid of 
the rotten capitalist system they 
serve. 

We must seize on 
the anger that 
drove people to 
vote against the 
establishment

‘‘ 
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 Blair’s Iraq war—a  
 disaster on all sides 
THE EVIL influence that Tony Blair exerts on British 
politics has been on display as his creatures in the 
Parliamentary Labour Party mount their coup against 
Jeremy Corbyn. Historians will discover what influence 
the Chilcot report had on the timing of this revolt, led by 
MPs who voted for the invasion of Iraq in 2003.

But the report itself takes us to the heart of darkness—
Blair’s role in engineering an unprovoked war of aggression. 

We can see everywhere the disastrous consequences of 
the invasion. The dreadful suffering of the people of the Iraqi 
city of Fallujah is an example. The city was victim of two 
assaults by the US in 2004, taken by Isis two and a half years 
ago, and now recaptured by Iraqi government forces. 

The carnage at Ataturk airport in Istanbul and in Baghdad 
over the past week are others.

Blair’s pre-emptive response to the Chilcot report was to 
blame the tragedy of Iraq on “external intervention” by Iran 
and the Lebanese Shia movement Hizbollah. 

But even in capitalist terms this is nonsense. Rational 
people try to anticipate the probable consequences of their 
actions. In a famous meeting at 10 Downing St in November 
2002, three academic experts tried to warn Blair. 

One of them, George Joffe, told the Huffington Post 
website, “Blair wasn’t interested in listening.” In response to 
warnings from the Cambridge academic and the two other 
Iraq experts, Dr Toby Dodge and Dr Charles Tripp, that 
the country could descend into civil war and a Sunni-led 
insurgency, Blair merely responded, in reference to Saddam 
Hussein, “But the man’s evil, isn’t he?”

Blair shared with US neoconservatives the almost infantile 
idea that using Western military power to remove “bad 
people” would make the world a better place. Looking at 
the man now, it seems astonishing that anyone took him 
seriously. 

Clinical
But the idea isn’t dead. In his cool clinical way US president 
Barack Obama has continued it with his programme of 
presidentially authorised drone assassinations.

But the context has changed hugely—to a significant 
extent because of the Iraq disaster. The US administration 
of president George W Bush, eagerly supported by Blair, 
invaded Iraq less because Saddam was an “evil” dictator 
than because he wasn’t “their” evil dictator.

Republican strategists such as deputy defence secretary 
Paul Wolfowitz recognised that US global hegemony was 
threatened by the economic rise of new powers, above 
all China. Seizing Iraq and imposing a pro-Western client 
regime would consolidate US domination of the Middle 
East. Washington would be even more firmly in control of 
what the Marxist geographer David Harvey called the “oil 
spigot”. It would be able to deny potential rivals access to the 
region’s vast energy reserves.

But instead the occupiers found themselves confronted 
with a vast nationalist insurgency. The first battle of 
Fallujah, in April 2004, threatened a general rising of 
Sunnis in western Iraq and Shias in the south. Only a 
strategy of divide and rule prevented the total collapse of 
the occupation. After first installing a sectarian Shia regime 
in Baghdad, they played on fear and hatred of the mirror-
image jihadi sectarianism of Al Qaida in Iraq to encourage a 
US-armed and financed “Sunni Awakening”. 

When Obama pulled US forces out of Iraq in 2010, they 
left behind an authoritarian government dominated by 
sectarian Shiite parties under prime minister Nouri al-Maliki. 

His brutal rule created the conditions for the rise of Isis, 
a coalition of the remnants of Al Qaida and ex-officers in 
Saddam’s army. No wonder then Joffe said Bush and Blair 
bear “total responsibility” for the disastrous plight of Iraq 
today.

But amid the chaos and the horror we shouldn’t lose sight 
of the fact that Iraq was the biggest defeat US imperialism 
has ever suffered. Washington was able to contain the 
consequences of failure in Vietnam through an alliance 
with China and through its support for dynamic capitalist 
economies in Japan, South Korea and Taiwan. 

By contrast, more than 13 years after the invasion of Iraq, 
we continue to see its destabilising effects. Blair isn’t simply 
a war criminal—he served US imperialism very badly.

IRAQI CIVILIANS remove bodies of the victims killed by a bomb in Baghdad last Saturday  

 Bombing in Baghdad shows  
 chaos caused by the West
by ALISTAIR FARROW

THE BRUTAL legacy of the 
failed US and British 2003 
invasion of Iraq was shown 
in Baghdad last Saturday. 

A bomb detonated in the 
centre of the capital is esti-
mated to have killed more than  
200 people and injured hun-
dreds more. 

I s i s  h a s  c l a i m e d 
responsibility.

The shopping district of 
the Karrada area in central 
Baghdad was targeted to 
guarantee high numbers of 
casualties.

A second bomb was deto-
nated in the Shaab district on 
Sunday.

This bombing follows 
many others carried out by 
Isis in Baghdad over the last 
year. 

The most recent on 9 June 
killed at least 30 people and 
more than 150 people have 
died in bomb blasts through-
out May.

Return
The recapture of the city of 
Fallujah from Isis by Iraqi 
army forces last month was 
supposed to be a turning 
point in the country’s return 
to “stability”. 

But it was a horrific attack 
on the city by the US in 2004 
that started the city’s descent 
into hell after it had become 
a centre of resistance. 

The US and Australia 
launched air strikes on the 
city before the Iraqi army 
moved in last week. 

They forced thousands 
of civilians to flee and risk 
being killed by either Isis or 
the Iraqi army. 

Operate
But despite the air strikes 
and defeats, Isis continues to 
operate and grow. 

The puppet Iraqi gov-
ernment and its security 
forces have been criticised 

for failing to provide for the 
safety of civilians. 

Iraqi  pr ime minister 
Haider al-Abadi was met by 
angry crowds when he visited 
the site of the blast. 

He was chased out to cries 
of “thief!” and his convoy was 
pelted with rocks.

The response from Iraq’s 
nominal rulers is to try and 
pin the blame on each other 
while bodies are still being 
pulled from the rubble. 

Criticised
Mohammed al-Karbouli, a 
member of the Iraqi parlia-
ment’s security and defence 
committee, criticised al-Aba-
di’s visit to the site and his 
record on security. 

“All the politicians in Iraq 
are responsible for these 
blasts, including Abadi,” said 
one woman. 

“We are being targeted 
while they are sitting safe and 
sound in their palaces. 

“They are the ones who 
are allowing Isis to come here 
and murder people.” 

I s i s  d i d  n o t  c o m e  
from nowhere. The British 
and US invasion is responsi-
ble for the sectarian conflict 
that is tearing apart Syria 
and Iraq and fuelling Isis’s 
growth. 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Drones killed civilians
A REPORT released 
by the US Office of the 
Director of National 
Intelligence last week 
acknowledged civilian 
deaths in drone attacks 
outside war zones 
between 2009 and 2015. 

The report said 64 to 
116 “non-combatants” 
were killed in drone 
strikes “outside areas 
outside of active 
hostilities”.

But it gave no figures 
for civilian deaths inside 
“areas of hostility” such 
as Syria.

The Bureau of 
Investigative Journalism 
has disputed the 

number of attacks and 
the amount of civilian 
deaths. 

It said that between 
380 and 801 civilians 
have been killed in the 
same time period. 

And other human 
rights groups have 
said these figures are 
conservative.

The document uses 
opaque language to 
define “non-combatants”. 

For example it says 
that “males of military 
age may be non-
combatants”, suggesting 
that any young man 
could be a potential 
target.

Prime minister Haider al-Abadi
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 Solidarity  
 on streets  
 after racist  
 incidents
Hate crime reports have risen 
but anti-racists are fighting back, 
reports Tomáš Tengely-Evans

ANTI-RACISTS ARE organising 
to make sure an attack on a Halal 
supermarket in Walsall doesn’t 
boost the racist right. 

A “Molotov cocktail” was thrown 
into the Kashmir Halal Meat and 
Poultry shop in the West Midlands 
town on Monday of last week. 

The suspect was described as 
white. Police have said inquiries 
suggest the attack was “not based 
on the victim’s membership of any 
ethnic group”. 

Martin Lynch is Stand Up to 
Racism convenor in Walsall. He 
told Socialist Worker, “We have an 
active Stand Up to Racism group, 
which includes people who voted 
both Remain and Leave in the 
European Union (EU) referendum.  

“We will need to bring together 
as many people as possible to stand 
against Islamophobia and racism.”

Activists in Stand Up to Racism in 
Cambridge also responded to racist 
cards against Polish migrants being 
handed out in the Huntingdon area 
last week. The laminated cards 
read, “Leave the EU—no more 
Polish vermin”. 

A group of local residents organ-
ised a “Community Cake Exchange” 
and there was a constant stream of 
support from passing people and 
cars. The Stand Up to Racism group 
produced leaflets reading “Tu jest 
wasz dom” (Here is your home in 
Polish) and supported it. 

The Leave vote was not primarily 
driven by racism. But some racists 
wrongly think that the vote means 
a majority are on their side. 

Crime
The National Police Chiefs’ coun-
cil says hate crime reports have 
risen by 57 percent in the wake of 
the vote. There were 85 reports in 
the four days after the referendum 
result compared with 57 over the 
same period a month ago.

The official Remain and Leave 
campaigns whipped up racism. 

Recent racist attacks follow years 
of racism and Islamophobia being 
pushed by the Tories, some in 
Labour and the right wing media. 

Catherine Heseltine from the 
Muslim Public Affairs Committee 
(Mpac) told Socialist Worker, 
“It’s nothing new for those of us 
who’ve been campaigning against 
Islamophobia.

“We’ve already seen a rise in 
attacks, particularly on women.

“There has been a spike and it 
has become more acceptable, but 
Brexit has put such attacks in the 
spotlight.”

A new report by the Muslim char-
ity Tell Mama showed that “offline” 
Islamophobic attacks rose by  
200 percent in 2015. It recorded 
437 “offline” incidents, up from  
146 in the previous year.

Many others will have gone 
unreported.

Martin said, “The racist and fas-
cist right have had some strength in 
the Black Country.

“But during the last 15 years 
we’ve waged a successful fight and 
pushed them back—we’ll have to do 
that again.”

The joint People’s Assembly and 
Stand Up to Racism demonstration 
on 16 July in central London is key. 

Every anti-racist must make sure 
that thousands of people mobilise to 
oppose racism and austerity.

On other pages...
Protesters were right about the 
Iraq war >>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
Activists have organised against 
racism in the aftermath of the 
European Union referendum
lThe vote to Leave has been 
wrongly seen by some as being 
largely driven by racism
lThis has made some racists 
feel more confident 
lRacist attacks, particularly 
against Muslims, were on the 
rise before the EU vote
lCharity Tell Mama recorded a 
200 percent rise in Islamophobic 
“offline” incidents in 2015

LABOUR LEADER Jeremy Corbyn joined protesters in Islington, north London, last Saturday to say no to 
hate crime  Picture: Dean ryan

 ‘Biggest protest for decades’ chases  
 handful of Nazis out of Southampton
by GUY SMALLMAN

A MOTLEY crew of racist and 
fascist groups had threatened to 
march in Southampton last 
Saturday under the banner of 
“South Coast Resistance”. 

Local people were quick to react 
and organise a counter-protest.

The racists said they would meet 
in the city centre at 12 noon. 

A broad coalition of community 
groups, trade union branches and 
anti-fascist groups mobilised to 
occupy the site from 11am.

Local chair of the Unite union’s 
Community branch Glyn told 
Socialist Worker, “It was the 
biggest protest against racism in 
Southampton for decades. 

“Over 1,000 people were there. 
One grandmother said she’d been 
scared for her physical safety—
until she got there and saw how 
big the protest was.

“People just kept coming and 
coming.”

Proud
There was music, a choir and 
a broad range of speakers who 
talked about the proud history of 
unity in Southampton. 

It is one of the first truly 
multicultural cities in England 
stemming from its past as a busy 
port.

Just 16 racists showed up and 

were protected by police in a pub 
nearly a mile away. 

When the counter-protest 
started marching towards the 
fascists, police took them to a 
nearby station and onto a train 
out of the city. The protest then 
became a victory march from the 
station to the local civic centre.

Glyn said, “The fascists had to 
scuttle away to their train because 
of the counter-protest. We then 
marched up through the high 
street. 

“People outside pubs were 
saying, ‘Well done’. We’re a port 
city—we’ve always had migrants 
here.”

ANTI-FASCISM

Part of the anti-fascist counter-protest in Southampton  Picture: Guy Smallman 
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THE OPENING night of Marxism 2016 Picture: Guy Smallman 

Big debates on what the 
EU Leave vote means
SOCIALIST WORKER editor 
Charlie Kimber introduced a 
session on After the Leave vote–
what is the way forward for the 
British left?

He said the vote was an 
“anti-establishment” one. 
Racism was an element in the 
vote, but this racism is also 
“mainstream and long term”.

Two Labour Party members 
who had voted Remain spoke 
in the discussion, and stressed 
the need for the left to unite in 
fighting racism and austerity.

The Leave vote was a feature 
of many other meetings too. 
Panos Garganas from Greece 
said ordinary people there felt 
the Leave vote “gives them 
more strength to resist”. Marnie 
Holborow from Ireland said 
there were “claps and cheers” at 
the vote because “it was such a 
blow against the elites”.

Green Party deputy leader 
Shahrar Ali and SWP member 
Joseph Choonara discussed 
where next after the EU 
referendum. Shahrar said he 
was “disappointed” at the 
Leave vote. But he said it 
was “patronising” to claim 

that people had “voted in 
ignorance” and he did not back 
a second referendum.

Joseph said the Leave vote 
had implications that go 
“way beyond this country” 
in damaging the EU and 
weakening Nato. “The EU has 
acted as a last line of defence 
for capitalism,” he said. “We 
have to welcome a defeat for a 
neoliberal organisation.”

Both speakers stressed the 
opportunities for the left to 
build on the deep discontent 
shown by the Leave vote, and 
the need to challenge racism.

One speaker from the 
floor said that the vote had 
encouraged the right. But 
another said people had voted 
“to give Cameron a kicking”. 

And another said ordinary 
people had “contradictory 
ideas” that meant anger could 
be channelled into fear of 
immigration—and socialists 
had to challenge this.

More online...
for videos of some meetings go to 
youtube.com/user/swpTvUk

Marxism 2016---we can 
exploit the bosses’ crisis 
by SADIE ROBINSON

AROUND 2,700 people gath-
ered at  the Marxism 2016 
festival last weekend. Hundreds 
heard former Guantanamo Bay 
detainee Moazzam Begg address 
the opening rally on Thursday of 
last week. 

Newly elected People Before 
Profit MP Brid Smith from Ireland 
also spoke alongside French 
train driver Axel Persson and 
others. Sheila Coleman from the 
Hillsborough Justice Campaign 
spoke about the struggle to expose 
state injustice. 

She said, “The police got away 
with their behaviour because it was 
sanctioned by the state.”

The event, hosted by the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP), took place at 
a time of intense political crisis. 

Discussions about the meaning 
and implications of the Leave vote 
in the European Union referendum 
ran through it (see right).

Activists debated how socialists 
should relate to the Labour Party, 
the state of fascist groups in Britain, 
the level of class struggle and much 
more.

Karen Reissmann introduced a 
session on From Benn to Blair—
Labour from the 1970s to the 1990s. 

She described how Labour’s strat-
egy of electing left wing candidates 
to councils only saw them coming 
under pressure to make more cuts.

Speakers in a number of meet-
ings stressed the need to build activ-
ity outside parliament to fend off 
attacks and defend Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn.

Advanced
Writer Tariq Ali introduced a meet-
ing on The American Empire and 
its Discontents. He argued that the 
US was an “ultra imperialist” power 
that had united other advanced cap-
italist powers under its leadership.

He said, “The dominance of the 
US remains unchallenged.” In the 
discussion others argued that Ali 
underplayed the weaknesses of US 
imperialism.

Alex Callinicos introduced a 
meeting on Imperialism Today. He 
said the failure of the US in Iraq was 
a “bigger defeat” than the one it suf-
fered in Vietnam.

Weyman Bennett introduced a 
discussion on the state of the Nazis 
and in Britain. He stressed the need 
to properly define fascism as a spe-
cific threat to the working class and 
democracy.

Weyman said anti-fascists had 
held back the Nazis in Britain, but 
their frustration meant they could 
be “incredibly violent”.

He and others stressed that the 
main focus for anti-racists in Britain 
is not fascist groups but fighting 
racism in the mainstream.

Alex Kenny from the NUT union 
joined a panel meeting on resist-
ing Prevent and Islamophobia. A 
speaker from the Muslim Public 
Affairs Committee said this racism 
“has not emerged since the Brexit 
vote. It was years of drip, drip.”

Socialists and activists from across 
the globe spoke at the event. Ron 
Margulies introduced a meeting on 
Turkey, Syria and the Kurds. Ilan 
Pappe spoke on Israel–the apartheid 
state while Lucia Pradella looked at 
migrant struggles in Italy.

Stathis Kouvelakis and Panos 
Garganos discussed Greece and 
Syriza today. Stathis said it was “a 
lie” to say that Syriza leader Alexis 
Tsipras “had no choice” in pushing 
through austerity in Greece.

Panos said the “majority of the 
working class in Greece is to the left 
of Alexis Tsipras”.

Sheila Coleman, Gareth Peirce 
and Joe Rollin led off an emo-
tional meeting on the lessons of 
Hillsborough and Orgreave for jus-
tice campaigns.

Courses explored aspects of 
Marxist theory including alienation, 
the dialectic, exploitation and accu-
mulation. Other meetings debated 
the origins of women’s oppression, 
gene editing, art and revolution and 
Shakespeare.

Serious debates reflected the 
gravity of the political crisis. But 
there was also a strong sense that 
ordinary people can shape events in 
a left direction.

MY MARXISM 
Joanna Papa-Serjura, 
Brighton student
“I’VE ALWAYS been interested in 
Marxism and decided to study 
modern history because of that. 
I’d never heard of a solution 
to the system until I heard of 
socialism.

“I saw a poster for the festival 
and came to see what the 
SWP’s ideas were about.

“I’ve really enjoyed it. I’ve 
been here since Friday and I 
don’t want to go home. It feels 
great when you meet a lot of 
like-minded people.” 

Lauren Barnes, 
Manchester student
“THERE ARE so many meetings 
at Marxism. You can choose 
what’s important to you and 
meet people interested in the 
same things.

“The panel 
discussion on 
fighting 
Islamophobia 
and sexism with 
Nahella Ashraf 
and Maz Saleem 

was really 
good. It had 
four minority 
women on the 
platform–I 
haven’t seen 
that before.”

Hannah, PCS union 
rep from National 
Museum Wales
“I’VE BECOME more involved in 
class struggle politics through 
our dispute. I’ve become a rep 
and got active in grassroots 
struggles.

“It was a huge honour to 
speak at the opening rally 
and I’ve ended up 
staying for the whole 
five days. 

I’ve made links with 
people here. The level 
of debates has been 
impressive—it’s 
been really 
eye-opening. I’ll 
definitely come 
next year.”

Stuart Brown, Labour 
Party member
“It’s the third or fourth time I’ve 
been to Marxism. It’s important 
to recharge your batteries. It 

helps me to get a 
focus for all the 
arguments going 
on. Two years 

ago I went to all the 
theory meetings. 
But now it’s all 

kicking off, so 
it’s good to 
talk more 
about what 
we do now.” 

Lauren

Hannah

Stuart

8 NEWSSocialist Worker 6 July 2016



LETTERS Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BWLETTERS Socialist Worker 6 July 2016

9

Support the 
school strike
THE STRIKE by the 
National Union of 
Teachers this week is 
very important.

Our schools are being 
underfunded. And forced 
academisation is still a 
real possibility.

The government is 
failing our youth and, as 
cliched as it is to say, the 
youth are the future. 

We need to give them 
a future of opportunity, 
not one of insecurity.

Sam Kav
Croydon

Farage put off 
Leave voters
THE LEAVE vote would 
have been even bigger if 
the Farage factor was not 
so prominent. 

Nigel Farage 
constantly banged on 
about immigration. 

Some voters were 
deterred from voting 
Leave mindful of being 
called racist.

Subhash Varambhia   
By email

lONE OF my main 
reasons for voting to 
Leave was knowing that 
Cameron would have no 
choice but to resign.

Paul Harris
On Facebook

EU is not for 
migrant rights
IT IS ridiculous to 
claim that the EU is a 
progressive force for 
migrants. 

Relatively few, mostly 
white, Christian people 
can take advantage 
of the right of free 
movement. Many of the 
poorest workers simply 
can’t afford to.

Fortress Europe forces 
millions more migrants, 
who are not so white and 
maybe not Christian, to 
risk their lives at sea. 

The promise of free 
movement does not 
apply to those who most 
need it.

Paul Salgado
Bogota, Colombia

Christians not 
all ‘neo-cons’
ARE Christians like me 
welcome as supporters 
of yours? It is so sad that 
some think we are all 
establishment Trumpist 
neo-cons. Please be 
assured we are not. 

The gospels have 
been misquoted to suit a 
racist, discriminatory and 
elitist agenda.

Nick Monaghan
West Yorkshire

Just a 
thought...

On a recent protest in France 

 State hasn’t stopped struggle in France
THE FRENCH government 
is in crisis. It was elected 
on a left wing basis four 
years ago. Yet it has 
ridden roughshod over its 
supporters’ aspirations, 
most recently with its new 
Work Law. 

Millions of workers 
have struck and marched 
over the past three 
months against the law. 

Their resistance has 
met rising repression.

This culminated last 
month with an attempt to 
ban a union protest—
something that hasn’t 
happened in the past  
50 years. The government 

had to back down and 
allow the march. 

But its vacillations 
showed how the political 
crisis in France has led to 
desperation within the 
government.

The ban on the London 

to Calais convoy showed 
the same mix of 
authoritarianism and 
desperation.

The government hopes 
to escape the wrath of 
people in France by 
scapegoating migrants 
and diverting attention 
towards sport. 

But the ongoing mass 
movement demonstrates 
that this doesn’t work. 

What is needed is more 
pushes until the bullies 
crumble. All the better if 
this can come from both 
sides of the Channel!

Sylvestre Jaffard
Paris

 Corbyn at  
 crossroads
THE KEY people on both 
sides of the European 
Union (EU) referendum 
debate were Tories. The 
referendum was all about 
the Tories. 

But the media turned its 
vitriol on Corbyn to try and 
distract from the Tory civil 
war.

Corbyn won the biggest 
mandate from his party of 
any politician in living 
memory. All of us on the 
left need to defend him. 

Neil Terry
Bradford

lJEREMY Corbyn’s sacking 
of Hilary Benn was very 
welcome to anti-war 
activists in Leeds.

Benn was heckled by 
activists at a recent rally for 
“Another Europe” in Leeds 
after he mentioned the 
word “internationalism”. 

They understood, like 
Corbyn, that real 
internationalism comes 
from below. 

It does not come from 
capitalist institutions such 
as the EU or imperialist 
wars championed by 
“Labour lieutenants of 
capital” such as Benn.

Christian Hogsbjerg
Leeds

lSOCIALIST WORKER is 
absolutely correct to call for 
the left to get behind 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

It is also correct to say 
that Corbyn should wage 
an open fight against his 
critics in the Parliamentary 
Labour Party (PLP).

If Corbyn is to win this 
battle he must appeal not 
only to Momentum. 

He must also appeal to 
the wider left with a 
programme of fighting 
austerity, racism and war.

John Curtis
Ipswich

 We blocked Prevent,  
 and you can do it too 
TRADE UNIONISTS at 
Edinburgh University and 
Edinburgh College have 
made a breakthrough in 
opposing the racist Prevent 
programme.

At the university activists 
from the UCU and EIS 
union in the School of 
Education unanimously 
passed a statement at a 
general school meeting. 

It called on the university 
to refuse to implement 
Prevent and declared that 
training will not take place 
in the School of Education.

It also mandates the 

Head of School to 
campaign against Prevent 
within the university. 

Activists intend to build 
on this by working with 
colleagues in other schools 
to take similar action.

In Edinburgh College 
mass meetings across all 
campuses have voted 
overwhelmingly against the 
introduction of Prevent 
training. 

This had been scheduled 
for June and has now been 
dropped. 

Penny Gower
Edinburgh

Cuts at councils are putting  
vulnerable children at risk 
BRADFORD, WEST Yorkshire, is 
one of the most deprived areas in 
Britain. The link between poverty 
and vulnerability is well known.

I’m a teacher dealing with 
young children who are often very 
vulnerable. 

There is a risk of these children 
suffering harm ranging from 
emotional abuse to physical or 
sexual abuse.

Guidelines and safeguarding 
practices agreed between the 
school and Bradford council’s 
children’s services department set 
out how to raise concerns.

However reporting concerns has 
recently been made a lot more 
difficult as a result of a baffling 
change in reporting. 

We are now being instructed to 
get consent from parents before 
we can highlight concerns. This 
applies in all cases except where a 
child has an injury or in cases of 
sexual abuse.

In practice this means that, if a 
parent refuses to grant permission, 
we cannot refer concerns to a 
social worker.

Recently a child in my school 
made an allegation that his main 
parent’s new partner threatened to 
assault him. He said he was scared 
to go home. 

But this was not referred to a 
social worker because the parent 
refused to give permission.

I spoke to an administrator 
about the change, who said it is 

the result of increased workloads 
and short staffing. 

This makes vulnerable children 
more vulnerable. 

It means that, at earlier stages 
of abuse when it can often be 
stopped, the abuse is being 
ignored.

While workers in children’s 
services say they are understaffed, 
management at the council clearly 
have money. 

The council recently splashed 
out thousands of pounds on some 
lights at the top of a building, and 
£15,000 on a statue.

The health, safety and wellbeing 
of children should be paramount.

A teacher
Bradford
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M
ILLIONS IN Britain 
and across the world 
made their judgment 
on Tony Blair and 
the Iraq war long 
before the Chilcot 

report finally published. They know 
he, along with then US president 
George W Bush, is responsible for 
the destruction of a country and the 
death of over a million Iraqis.

The Iraq war was Blair’s fifth mili-
tary intervention in his first five years 
of office. But the scale of the mass 
movement against the war in 2003 
means he and his fellow warmongers 
can never shake off its shadow. 

The war will be remembered as an 
illegal war based on lies and Blair’s 
determination to act as the US’s lap 
dog. The world was told that Iraq’s 
dictator, Saddam Hussein, was an 
evil butcher and a threat to the West.

This was the same Saddam Hussein 
who had long been a Western ally. The 
US had poured arms into his regime 
even as he used chemical weapons 
against Iraq’s Kurdish minority. 

He was only portrayed as a mur-
derous dictator when the US ruling 
class decided their imperialist project 
needed an even more pliant regime.   

Bush seized on the 9/11 attacks 
on the US to finish the job of regime 
change in Iraq. Now the warmongers 
could go all out to take Hussein down, 
but in the name of the “war on terror”.

Blair committed to support Bush 
but they didn’t foresee the wave of 
rage that would meet their plans. 

In the weeks following 9/11 
mass meetings in London filled with 
socialists, trade unionists, pacifists, 
young and old, and the Stop the War 
Coalition (StW) was launched. 

StW mobilised tens of thousands 
against the attacks on Afghanistan 
in the autumn of 2001 and led the 
opposition to an invasion of Iraq.  

Local StW groups sprung up in 
almost every city, town and village. 
Every week there were meetings, mass 
rallies, vigils and demonstrations. 

Trade unions, student groups and 
school students joined the anti-war 
movement. A minority of Labour MPs 
stood out against the war drive of 
their leadership. Artists and celebri-
ties performed to raise funds.

Most significantly, the anti-war 
movement was strengthened by the 
involvement of tens of thousands of 
Muslim activists. 

The Labour government had been 
waging war against Muslim countries 
and Muslims were being targeted as 
terror suspects. Islamophobia was 
rising. 

But in the anti-war movement 
many Muslims found a political 
home. This unity in the face of impe-
rialist war and racism was what 
made the anti-war movement such 
a formidable force. 

Britain had never seen a mass 
movement like it before.

People could see through 
the claims that Hussein had 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Blair came to parlia-
ment in September 2002 
to declare that they could 
be used against Britain at  

45 minutes warning.
It was a lie. But Blair 

would do anything to drive 
through his false case for 

war. He relished being Bush’s clos-
est ally and assured Bush that Britain 
would join the US in war whatever 
their other Western allies decided. 

As the threatened invasion became 
imminent StW called mass protest 
after mass protest, nationally and 
locally. These culminated in the 
historic national demonstration of  
15 February 2003. 

Gridlocked
It was the highpoint of the resistance 
to the war. Demonstrations took 
place across the world in more than 
800 cities. It’s estimated that up to  
30 million people marched.

For days before newspapers in 
Britain printed guides for the day—
transport details, the march’s routes, 
what food to bring, what to wear. The 
Mirror newspaper printed placards.

London was gridlocked all day and 
late into the evening as two million 
protested. Some simply never made 
it to Hyde Park, such was the crush. 

It was the biggest ever demonstra-
tion in British history. 

Leading anti-war activist Salma 
Yaqoob wrote later of the day, “This 
was an extraordinary experience for all 
of us. If you want to know what soli-
darity feels like, think back to that day. 

“If you doubt that ‘another world 
is possible’, think back to that day.”

Yet all this was not enough to stop 
the war. On 20 March the US led an 
invasion of Iraq with its allies, coined 
the “Coalition of the Willing”.  

It ushered in the bloody devasta-
tion of war and occupation.

No weapons of mass destruction 
were ever found. 

This was no surprise to the millions 
who had protested. They had learned 
not to trust their leaders’ justifica-
tions for imperialist slaughter.

Yet while the movement had not 
stopped that war, it had a profound 
impact on the warmongers’ project.

Western rulers held back from 
planned attacks on other regimes, 
such as Iran. Also, at every turn the 
anti-war movement ensured the con-
sequences of the war in Iraq and the 
wider “war on terror” were kept in 
the spotlight.

The West was shown to be freely 
using rendition and torture. Despite 
his election promises Barack Obama 
has still not closed the US’s infamous 
prison camp in Guantanamo Bay. It 
is still holding prisoners after years 
of captivity without trial.

The US project to dominate the 
region through this brutal war failed. 
Today the US is back bombing Iraq. 
Once again the ordinary people of 
Iraq are suffering the heaviest burden 
of brutality. The war on terror has 
increased terror and violence across 
the globe.

When the Tories argued to join the 
US bombing of Syria in December, 
for the second time in less than three 
years, thousands protested. 

This time the Tories won the vote, 
helped by ranks of Labour MPs who 
backed air strikes. But the latest drive 
for a war saw a new generation join 
anti-war veterans on the streets.

The protests were nothing like the 
2003 revolt in scale. But they showed 
that the ruling class cannot escape 
the deep rooted anti-war sentiment 
in British society. 

This is a legacy of the magnificent 
opposition to the Iraq war that exposed 
the true nature of imperialist wars and 
the politicians who wage them.

US TROOPS brutalised Iraqis after their ‘victory’ over Saddam Hussein

Anti-war groups 
sprung up in every 
city, town and 
village. Every week 
there were protests

‘‘ 

The Chilcot report into the Iraq war was set to be published this Wednesday. 
It is expected to expose the lies the West used to wage war on Iraq in 2003. 
But millions of people at the time saw through the lies and joined one of the 
biggest movements Britain has ever seen. Judith Orr tells the story

‘Shock and awe’ aimed to 
leave puppet government
THE INVASION launched in 2003 
was a disaster for people in Iraq and 
the Middle East.

The rise of the brutal and 
reactionary Isis and the chaos in Iraq 
today are direct consequences of the 
war and occupation.

Long before the invasion the West 
imposed years of barbaric sanctions 
which stopped even basic medicines 
getting into the country. Over half a 
million children died as a result.

The country experienced 
an epidemic of poverty and 
shortages, and the destruction of its 
infrastructure.

The invasion itself was relatively 
easy for the US and Britain. It 
began with a “shock and awe” 
barrage of missiles that destroyed 
what remained of the country’s 
infrastructure. The plan was to 
destroy Hussein’s regime and leave a 
puppet government in its place.

It didn’t work. 
Having disbanded the Iraqi army 

they found there were no forces left 
to defend a puppet regime. 

And the plan of removing all 
public sector workers affiliated with 
Hussein’s Baath Party forced out 

as many 100,000 people—making 
it difficult to run government and 
public services.

Within weeks of US president 
George W Bush declaring victory 
a wave of protests launched a 
resistance movement that would 
eventually force the West out.

In April 2003 US soldiers opened 
fire on a demonstration in the Iraqi 
city of Fallujah, killing 13 unarmed 
people. That summer resistance 
organisations began to grow and 
attacks on Western troops rose.

By October 2003 most of Iraq’s 
towns and cities were under 
the control of a popular armed 
resistance. Over the next few years 
this insurgency would stretch 
occupation forces to breaking point.

The Iraqi resistance failed to 
develop into a national movement 
that crossed sectarian lines. But 
growing chaos in Iraq led to splits 
in the US ruling class. Some wanted 
to negotiate their way out while 
others wanted another “surge” of 
troops.

British soldiers were ordered 
out of Iraq in 2009. US soldiers 
followed in 2011.

War trigger for Arab Spring
A WAVE of rage 
against war swept 
across the Middle 
East at the prospect of 
an attack on Iraq. 

On 15 February 
the biggest 
demonstrations 
took place in Iraq’s 
and Syria’s capital 
cities—200,000 
marched in Damascus. 

On the day the West 
invaded Iraq tens of 
thousands of  
anti-war protesters 
defied the authorities 
and a security 
crackdown, taking 
to the streets across 
Egypt. Thousands 

poured into Tahrir 
Square in central 
Cairo. 

It’s hard to 
believe today but in 
2003 Tahrir Square 
looked to London for 
inspiration. Seeing 
the mass movement 
on the streets of 
Britain standing 
up to imperialist 
intervention gave 
activists confidence.

These protests 
were an important 
ingredient of the 
revolution that took 
place eight years 
later. 

One Cairo activist, 

Mohamed Ahmed, 
told Socialist Worker 
in 2003, “Every day 
people are more 
angry and bitter 
about the invasion 
of Iraq. They have 
also had a taste 
of freedom in the 
streets. 

“We believe that 
this movement has 
only just 
begun.” 
He was 
right.

Tony Blair receives the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom from US president George W Bush Revolt against regimes

Iraq’s 
descent 
into hell
6 August 1990 United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) 
imposes sanctions on Iraq after 
its invasion of Kuwait

16 January 1991 US and Britain 

invade Iraq in first Gulf War. 
Conflict ended in February that 
year but left Saddam Hussein in 
place. Sanctions continued

11 September 2001 Terrorist 
(9/11) attacks in New York and 
Washington. US responds by 
threatening war in Afghanistan

21 September 2001 Stop 
the War Coalition launched 
following mass rally in London

7 October 2001 US, Britain and 
other Western forces launch war 
in Afghanistan

18 November 2001 Over 
100,000 march in London 
against Afghanistan war

29 January 2002 George Bush 
makes infamous “Axis of Evil” 
speech 

24 September 2002 
Government publishes “dodgy 
dossier” on weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq. It claims 
Hussein had chemical missiles 
which could be launched at 
British bases in Cyprus within 
45 minutes

28 September 2002 400,000 
march in London against war 
on Iraq

November 2002 tens of 
thousands of army reservists 
called up in preparation for 
invasion

15 February 2003 two million 
march against Iraq war in 
London. More protests take 
place in the following weeks, 
including walkouts by hundreds 
of school children across 
Britain

Saddam Hussein was a US ally The Sun newspaper repeats claim

The Sun newspaper revelled in
Thatcher’s war—and celebrated
its killings

20 March 2003 US, Britain and 
other Western forces invade Iraq

14 April 2003 US declares 
victory in Iraq

28 April 2003 US soldiers 
fire on protesters in Fallujah 
demanding troops out. They 
killed 13 unarmed people

1 May 2003 George Bush makes 
“mission accomplished” speech

January 2004 Photographs 
emerge showing evidence of 
torture by US forces in the Abu 
Ghraib prisoner camp in Iraq

April 2004 US forces launch 
new assault in Fallujah, 
bombarding the city using 
depleted uranium

September 2007 British army 
forced out of Iraqi city of Basra 
by popular resistance

April 2009 Britain begins its 
withdrawal from Iraq

July 2009 The Chilcot Inquiry 
into Britain’s involvement in the 
Iraq war is launched

May 2011 Last British soldiers 
leave Iraq

December 2011 Last US troops 
leave Iraq

February 2013 Anti-government 
protests begin in Fallujah and 
spread across Iraq. Protest 
camps set up, mirroring events 
in the Arab Spring of 2011. 
Protests are violently put down

January 2014 Isis insurgency in 
northern Iraq develops into civil 
war. Isis takes control of Fallujah

August 2014 US begins new 
campaign of airstrikes against 
Isis in Iraq

September 2014 Britain joins 
US and other Western forces in 
bombing Isis in Iraq

February 2016 Iraqi army 
begins siege of Fallujah

22 May 2016 Iraqi army 
launches assault on Fallujah 
backed up by Western airstrikes 
with tens of thousands of 
civilians trapped inside

June 2016 Iraqi army declares 
victory in Fallujah. But more 
than 80,000 civilians have been 
forced to flee

Isis on the marchAbu Ghraib prison—torture



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

HOME COUNTIES
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall 
(upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd (near 
St Albans City station),
AL1 3RD
HULL
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Relax Coffee House,
Newland Ave,
HU5 3BG
LONDON: KINGSTON
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 14 Jul, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT
MANCHESTER
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Wed 13 Jul, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NORWICH
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
POOLE
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Mon 18 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB
ROTHERHAM
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Wed 13 Jul, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
TELFORD
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
What do socialists say about 
the mental health crisis?
Thu 14 Jul, 6pm, 
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BRADFORD
Muhammad Ali—a fighter 
against racism and war
Thu 14 Jul, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Is socialism possible?
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF

CHELMSFORD
The Kurdish movement
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
DUNDEE
How do we fight oppression?
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Shakespeare—why 
does he matter?
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
EXETER
System change not 
climate change
Thu 14 Jul, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St David’s Hill,
EX4 3RG

GLASGOW: NORTH
The roots of women’s 
oppression
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Fred Paton Centre,
19 Carrington St (near St 
George’s Cross underground),
G4 9AJ
GLASGOW: SOUTH
The war on drugs—what 
do socialists say?
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St, G42 7RA
HUDDERSFIELD
Marxism and women’s 
liberation
Wed 13 Jul, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LANCASTER
How do we fight 
women’s oppression?
Thu 14 Jul, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Muhammad Ali—a fighter 
against racism and war
Thu 14 Jul, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,22 Caledonia St,
L7 7DX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Muhammad Ali—a fighter 
against racism and war
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close, Ladbroke 
Grove (very close to the 
station), W10 5XL
LONDON: HACKNEY
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU

LONDON: SOUTHWARK
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure Centre 
(Room 2), Artichoke 
Place (off Camberwell 
Church St), SE5 8TS
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd, E17 4QU
NORWICH
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Muhammad Ali—a fighter 
against racism and war
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN

PORTSMOUTH
Rosa Luxemburg—
socialism or barbarism?
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Southsea Community Centre,
St Paul’s Square,
PO5 4EE
YORK
Who were the Black 
Panthers?
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BIRMINGHAM
Unwelcome Tory Conference 
to Birmingham 2016
Sun 2 Oct, 12 noon.
bit.ly/1TVEg5t
COVENTRY
Fascist Britain First 
not welcome
Sat 30 Jul, 12 noon.
See Unite Against Fascism—
Stop Britain First—Coventry 
on Facebook for more details 
of the counter-protest
DORCHESTER
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Sat 9 Jul, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
GLASGOW
Marxism Festival 
Scotland 2016
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath Street,
G2 4JP
NATIONAL
Demonstrate—No to 
austerity. No to racism. 
Tories must go.
Sat 16 Jul, 12 noon,
BBC HQ, Portland Place,
London W1.
Organised by the People’s 
Assembly and Stand 
Up to Racism
Stand Up to Racism 
Conference
Sat 8 Oct, 10am, 
Friends House,
173-177 Euston Rd,
NW1 2BJ.
Conference themes
• Refugees Welcome
• No to Islamophobia 
and anti-Semitism
• Black Lives Matter
• Stop scapegoating 
immigrants
• Yes to Diversity
standuptoracism.org.uk
Marxism and Nature
Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am, 
Central London,
WC2E 9RZ.
This one day conference, 
hosted by the International 
Socialism journal, will explore 
the relevance of Marxist 
ideas to our understanding of 
environmental issues, discuss 
the specific reasons why 
capitalism is so destructive and 
debate different approaches 
to science and nature.
isj.org.uk
NOTTINGHAM
A Very Capitalist 
Condition—A History and 
Politics of Disability
Thu 14 Jul, 4.30pm, 
Five Leaves Bookshop,
14a Long Row W,
NG1 2DH

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

BARNSLEY 
Thu 14 Jul, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP

BRISTOL
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

BURNLEY
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
CB2 Cafe, 5/7 Norfolk St,
CB1 2LD

CARDIFF
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, 
CF24 4HX

COLCHESTER
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET

COVENTRY
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, 
CV1 3BB

DONCASTER
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH

DUDLEY
Wed 13 Jul, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,DY8 1EP

HARLOW
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 13 Jul, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP

LONDON: EALING
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade 
Union Club,
33-35 High St, Acton,
W3 6ND

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 14 Jul, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd, 
SE10 8JA

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 13 Jul, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 13 Jul, 7pm, 
Oxford House, Derbyshire St 
(opposite Bethnal Green 
Rd Tesco), E2 6HG

MANCHESTER: 
CITY CENTRE
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS

MEDWAY
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, ME4 4BP

NEWCASTLE
Thu 14 Jul, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ

OXFORD
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

SHEFFIELD:  
CITY CENTRE
Thu 14 Jul, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near  
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 13 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist 
Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Thu 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

After Chilcot—blood on Blair’s hands 
Photo Op by kennardphillipps.com
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EXHIBITION
THE 60s AND 70s IN 
BLACK AND WHITE—JOHN 
WALMSLEY
Guildford Museum, 
Guildford, Surrey GU1 3SX. 
Free 
Until 10 September 
guildford.gov.uk

IN 1968 photographer 
John Walmsley was still a 
photography student at the 
Guildford School of Art.

In June students in the 
new art colleges went into 
occupation against the lack 
of resources. 

This was happening against 
the backdrop of a movement 
against US imperialism and 
the Vietnam war. 

In March thousands had 
marched on the US embassy 
in Grosvenor Square in 

central London. Walmsley 
captured both of those 
momentous events on film. 

This exhibition is an 
opportunity to see the 
photographs and there will 
also be talks alongside it. 

Marching on the US embasssy

A spirited defence of alcohol 
against middle class panic
The Tate’s Art and Alcohol exhibition shows how working class drinking has 
been stigmatised—to avoid any deeper questions, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans
FEW THINGS stir up the middle 
class’s love for moral panic as much 
as alcohol. 

Tate Britain’s exhibition looks at 
how artists have depicted the “ills” 
of drinking since William Hogarth’s 
print Gin Lane in 1751. 

Society is shown on the verge of 
breakdown—and the booze-soaked 
poor are to blame. 

Gin Lane is a horror show, set 
against a backdrop of urban and 
moral decay. 

A riotous mob fights in the street, 
an inebriated man is wheelbarrowed 
by his drunken friends, a coffin hangs 
from an undertaker’s shop front.  

In the foreground a baby falls from 
the hands of its mother, who is off 
her head on gin, to an almost certain 
death. 

Hogarth was a brilliant satirist. As 
part of the rising bourgeois class, he 
skewered a morally bankrupt aristo-
cratic London with its corruption and 
“rotten boroughs”. But the aristoc-
racy weren’t his only targets. 

Hogarth’s print’s fear of gin was 
fuelled by a bigger fear of the growing  
working classes and a patronising 
contempt for them. 

Missing 
What’s missing from the exhibition is 
Gin Lane’s counterpart—Beer Street. 
They were intended to be viewed 
together. 

Here healthy-looking drinkers 
swill real ale, while the streets are 
a beehive of activity full of booming 
shops and merchants. 

It implies that if workers drank 
British-brewed beer and not imported 
gin, there would be no problem.

This depiction of working class 
drinkers recurs in other paintings. 

Julius Caesar Ibbetson’s two paint-
ings, An Unmarried Sailor’s Return 
and A Married Sailor’s Return con-
trast a night of booze, sex and vice 
with dinner in the family home. 

The family is the cornerstone of 
patriotism after the turmoil of the 
French Revolutionary Wars.  

This sort of moralism by reaction-
aries and liberals has rightly been 

sneered at with equal contempt. 
Writing in the Chartists’ Northern 

Star newspaper in 1844, the revolu-
tionary Frederick Engels toasted the 
Bavarian Beer Riots.

The Bavarians who were “much 
addicted to its consumption in rather 
large quantities” revolted against 
higher duties.

“If the people once know they can 
frighten the government out of their 
taxing system, they will soon learn 
that it will be as easy to frighten them 
as far as regard more serious mat-
ters,” Engels wrote.

A spirited defence of drinking is 
welcome—but both capital’s and 
the working class’s relationship with 
alcohol is a bit more complex. 

For example, what should we 

say about the way some construc-
tion workers are still paid in pubs 
in a deliberate move to make more 
money for the brewers? 

Moralistic sneering aside, it is not 
something to be celebrated. 

Contradictory 
One of the most contradictory paint-
ings in the exhibition is George 
Cruikshank’s The Worship of Bacchus 
(1862). It seems just like the others, 
showing the ills of drinking on a 
titanic scale. 

A father teaches his son to drink, 
once grown up he’s a captain who lets 
his ship burn.

In the middle of the square desti-
tute children hold signs saying “No 
father, no mother”. Next to them a 

drunken man beats a woman. 
As a zealous advocate of temper-

ance Cruikshank does misfire, but he 
is trying to point out the hypocrisy of 
Victorian society. 

Why did so many drink gin? It was 
encouraged as a cheap import, and 
was arguably safer than the water 
supply, so grew in popularity. 

Hogarth’s subjects are damned to 
squalor, placated on cheap gin, and 
then sneered at for it—but that’s not 
something worth moral panic.

Art and Alcohol 
Tate Britain, 
London SW1P 4RG 
Until 30 September 2016 
Free entry 
tate.org.uk

CARICATURIST WILLIAM Hogarth contrasted the 
respectability of Beer Street (above, left) with the societal 
breakdown of Gin Lane brought about by working class 
drinking (above, right) 

GEORGE CRUIKSHANK (left) also struck a more 
contradictory note with his The Worship of Bacchus

The fear of gin was 
fuelled by a bigger 
fear of the mob and 
contempt for the 
working classes

‘‘ 

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  A Rebel’s Guide to 
James Connolly
Sean Mitchell

2  The EU—a left case for 
exit
Joseph Choonara

3  1916—Ireland’s  
Revolutionary Tradition
Kieran Allen

4 The Rent Trap— How 
we Fell into It and How 
we Get Out of It  
Samir Jeraj and Rosie Walker 
(Left Book Club)  

5 William Shakespeare— 
An Artist for His 
Times, and for Our 
Times (Revolutionary 
Portraits)
Michael Rosen 

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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T
ONY Garnett 
p r o d u c e d 
groundbreak-
ing films and 
dramas that 
c h a l l e n g e d 

dominant ideas and gave 
voice to ordinary people. 

They tried to show work-
ing class life as it really 
was, not as how those at 
the top said it was.

A quarter of Britain’s 
population watched Cathy 
Come Home, which showed 
a family facing homeless-
ness, when it aired in 1966. 

It was just one of the 
films that Tony produced 
alongside director Ken 
Loach—others include Kes 
and Family Life.

Tony’s new autobiog-
raphy The Day the Music 
Died details battles against 
BBC bosses to make radical 
productions.

It also explains why it was 
important to do so.

“When I was young I used 
to think we could make a film 
and change the world,” Tony 
told Socialist Worker. 

“We can’t. But films can 
raise consciousness and give 
voice to people.

“That was one of our main 
objectives. 

“We made sure that work-
ing people, from their point of 
view, were on the screen.”

This was, and still is, rare.
“If the BBC goes to see people 

in Rotherham or Barnsley, 
they will send Penelope, who 
works in central London and 
was brought up in Surbiton,” 
said Tony. 

“She goes up like a visiting 
anthropologist to talk to the 
natives.

“If it’s the BBC it’s usually 
done sympathetically. If it’s 
Channel 4 or Channel 5 it’s to 
laugh at them or to be disdain-
ful at their lives. 

“It’s always a patronising 
view from the outside. Because 
that’s what our media organi-
sations are.”

Impact
Tony said doing things differ-
ently could have a political 
impact.

He said, “People could 
empathise with our characters 
and say, ‘Yes, that’s how the 
world looks to me.’ 

“And then people gain con-
fidence and connect with each 
other, which is the beginning 
of political action.”

Tony took to hiding the con-
tent of his films to avoid bosses 
vetoing them. 

“We were trying to make 
films from the point of view of 
working people, with a social-
ist perspective,” he explained. 
“And that is not allowed. 

“The BBC performs on a 
narrow set of parameters—to 
keep the government and the 
opposition happy because they 
are our paymasters.”

Yet there was some space 
to make radical programmes 
during the 1960s and 1970s. 

“The BBC was confident in 
itself,” explained Tony. “There 

was no political pressure to 
abolish it. 

“It was run by ex-pro-
gramme makers with a liberal 
attitude—because that was the 
attitude in the country.

“It was still limited. You 
couldn’t piss on the queen and 
you had to be careful about 
Northern Ireland. 

“But producers had a bit of 
room—and I took advantage 
of it.”

Tony wrote that he wished 
he had fought for Cathy Come 

Home to be more than a “lib-
eral, handwringing piece with 
no radical solution”.

“I was so preoccupied with 
gliding it through the BBC 
without anybody knowing 
what we were doing,” he said. 

“I said, ‘It’s just a love story 
that Ken is improvising,’ and 
played it down. 

“ I  d idn ’ t  pay  enough 
attention to the political 
implications.”

Tony said that attacks 
against ordinary people have 

made it harder to make radi-
cal films today.

“It’s more difficult for any 
organisation on the left now 
than it was in the 1960s and 
1970s,” he said. 

“So it’s more difficult for 
anyone on the left at the BBC.

“Towards the end of the 
1970s the ruling class decided 
that, to maintain the rate of 
profit, they had to deal with 
the workers.

“There was a new climate. 
And part of it was manage-
ment’s right to manage. 

“Management consultants 
poured into the public sector, 
including the BBC, and more 
creative decisions were taken 
higher up in the management 
chain.”

Interfered
Tony, returning to the BBC 
after a spell in the US in the 
1980s, faced a different cul-
ture. “Things got much nar-
rower politically,” he said. 
“Things were interfered with 
and cut. 

“You couldn’t develop a 
screenplay without a lot of 
executives supervising you 
and telling you, ‘Wrong’.”

But he’s keen to stress that 
the situation can shift fast. 

“In the spring of 1917 the 
Russian revolutionary Lenin’s 
view was that no revolution 

was on the horizon,” he said. 
“And the people proved 

him wrong. The one thing you 
shouldn’t try to predict is the 
future.”

And for all the “bloodlet-
ting” making films was a lot of 
fun. Tony said, “We were doing 
something we believed in.”

F
OR TONY, criticis-
ing the BBC goes 
alongside defend-
ing it against the 
right. He said the 
BBC “shames” right 

wingers who claim the free 
market is the only way to 
organise things.

“ I t ’ s  absolute ly  worth 
defending the BBC,” said Tony. 
“But huge organisations have 
vast problems. 

“They need their  best 
friends to criticise them—while 
defending them.”

He said people must fight to 
stop the Tories scrapping the 
BBC without having illusions 
in union leaders or the Labour 
Party.

As Tony put it, “They might 
be nice people but what is their 
objective role? 

“To betray the working 
class.”

Tony never joined a politi-
cal party, partly because he 
didn’t want to give the BBC an 
“excuse to get rid of me”.

In the late 1960s he was 
asked whether he’d be a 
Labour MP. 

“I said no, and I’m glad,” he 
said. “I would never have taken 
the whip—I’m not obedient. 

“So I’d have been a bitter 
backbench MP that nobody lis-
tened to.

“The scales had fallen from 
my eyes about Labour even 

PUTTING 
OUR CLASS 
ON SCREEN
Tony Garnett, producer of Cathy Come Home, talks to  
Sadie Robinson about battling BBC bosses, representing 
working class life and why we need socialist change

I think we’re  
at a point 
where big 
things are 
happening

‘‘ 
Up The Junction, 1965

then, just as they had about 
Stalinism. I thought I could 
have a bigger effect producing 
films than being an MP. I had 
more fun, anyway.”

The book is also Tony’s per-
sonal story.

It explains how his mother 
died when he was just five, 
after having an unsafe abor-
tion. This was in 1941 when 
abortion was a serious crime. 

His father was harassed by 
police in the aftermath and 
killed himself just three weeks 
later.

Illegal
Tony would later produce Up 
the Junction, which features 
an illegal abortion, and The 
Spongers, where a woman 
drowning in debt kills herself 
and her children. 

He wrote, “I didn’t mention 
to anyone that suicide reso-
nated with me.”

The Spongers was made 
around the time of the Silver 
Jubilee and set in the middle 
of a Jubilee celebration. 

Tony hoped it would make 
the audience “want to fight”.

B
UT THE awfu l 
experiences of his 
early life left him 
with depression 
and feelings of 
guilt.

They affected how he inter-
preted other events, such as 
blaming himself for his part-
ner Topsy’s mental health 
problems.

For decades he tried to avoid 
dealing with his problems by 
throwing himself into work. 

Eventually this proved 
impossible.

Tony visited a psychoanalyst 
three times a week for around 
five years. 

He wrote that the battle to 
“get myself back” was “the 
hardest work I’ve ever done 
and the most painful. 

“It is the work I’m most 
proud of.”

It is refreshing to read some-
one write so candidly at a time 
when mental health problems 
remain shrouded in stigma.

Tony hasn’t written off the 
potential for radical change. 

He said, “I look at my 
grandchildren and I think, 
‘I wish we’d done better’. But 
we are small vessels in a stormy 
sea. And weather changes.

“I think we’re at a point 
w h e r e  b i g  t h i n g s  a r e 
happening. 

“They’ll provide oppor-
tunities if we can be solid. 

And if we’re not, the opportu-
nities are there for the right.”

Tony said we need “funda-
mental socialist change”. 

“It means working people 
getting together and fighting 
these private interests which 
are exploiting them,” he said. 

“ I t  used to be cal led 
revolution.

“It doesn’t have to be bloody. 
But it has to be bottom-up, 
drastic. 

“Not tinkering at the edges 
like social democrats do. 

“I  often get  accused 
of having old-fashioned 
politics. 

“But if you spend your 
life holding democratic, 
socialist beliefs then you 
have an optimism about 
humanity.

“I’m a 51/49 percent 
optimist.”

SCENES from Kes 
(top) and Cathy 
Come Home 
(above). Director 
Ken Loach (below)

Tony Garnett—still optimistic for social transformation Picture: Guy Smallman
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The ideas workers hold are 
fluid and change in struggle 

Marxism can help 
explain why some 
workers have racist 
ideas and how that 
can change, writes 
Alistair Farrow

THE POLITICAL turmoil 
after the European Union 
referendum has provoked 
another round of arguments 
about what working class 
people think.

On the one hand politicians 
keep insisting that the 
message from workers is that 
they oppose immigration. 

On the other, many 
workers support an anti-racist 
Labour leader.

It’s in the establishment’s 
interest to play one up and 
the other down. 

Far from the largely 
working class Leave vote 
being purely driven by racism, 
only a third of Leave voters 
said they voted for tighter 
border controls.

Given the level of racism 
from both official referendum 
campaigns, it is impressive 
that more people did not buy 
into it.

Yet it’s still clearly the case 
that some workers do support 
the racism that our rulers use 
as a weapon against us.

Consciousness is complex, 
and Marxist explanations of it 
can help to demystify it.

The ideas that people have 
are not fixed. They come from 
the world around them and 
their experiences.

Workers often adopt ideas 
that fit with the reality of 
capitalism—such as seeing 
other workers as competition.

That’s why the 
revolutionary Karl Marx said, 
“The ideas of the ruling class 
are in every epoch the ruling 
ideas.”

That’s even more the 
case when racism and other 
capitalist ideology is pumped 
out daily from the top of 
society, from politicians and 
the media.

But workers are also 
brought into conflict with 
capitalism on a daily basis 
and this shapes their ideas 
too.

The way individuals 
understand society is highly 
uneven. Everyone has 

different experiences and 
reacts to them differently.

A minority of working class 
people see that the interests 
of their class pit them against 
capitalism, and consistently 
oppose racism and the bosses.

Another minority of 
hardened reactionaries buys 
fully into the bosses’ ideas.

But the vast majority are in 
between, with a mix of ideas 
that can contradict each other.

The Italian Marxist Antonio 
Gramsci said that a worker’s 
consciousness is generally 

split into two parts. “One 
which is implicit in his 
activity and which in reality 
unites him with his fellow 
workers in the practical 
transformation of the real 
world, and one superficially 
explicit or verbal, which he 
has inherited from the past 
and uncritically absorbed,” he 
wrote. 

This contradictory 
consciousness can be pulled 
in different ways.

What unifies workers is 
their collective exploitation by 
the bosses. That’s the basis for 
collective activity against the 
bosses’ system.

And as people act as a class 
it can help them to think as a 
class. This can undermine the 
ideological basis of racism. 

By striking together and 
going on demonstrations, 
people’s ideas can change and 
the dominant ideas can be 
challenged and overcome.

When a white worker with 
racist ideas stands next to 
their black co-workers on a 
picket line to fight for their 
collective interests racist ideas 
are confronted.

Only through class struggle 
can the battle of ideas be 
won. Parliamentary politics, 
left to the professionals, is 
no substitute for workers’ 
activity. Gramsci said, 
“Every revolution has been 
preceded by a long process 
of intense critical activity, 
of new cultural insight and 
the spread of ideas through 
groups of men initially 
resistant to them.”

Revolutionaries must build 
that activity and intervene in 
these debates on the side of 
class consciousness.

WHY DO some workers read anti-worker newspapers?

KEY CONCEPTS
In order to fight the battle 
of ideas, Marxism explains 
how society shapes them
lClass consciousness is 
the understanding that we 
share common interests as 
workers against the bosses
lIn practice workers have 
uneven consciousness—
some accept the bosses’ 
ideas more than others do
lMost have contradictory 
consciousness—holding 
some ideas that fit with the 
system, others that reflect 
our interest in fighting it

Workers are 
brought into 
conflict with 
capitalism on a 
daily basis
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by DAVE SEWELL

THE FRENCH government 
was forcing its Work Law 
through parliament as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press.

The bill attacking work-
ers’ rights returned to the 
lower house of parliament 
on  Tuesday. Prime minister 
Manuel Valls banned MPs 
from debating and voting 
on it.

As with its first  reading, 
he was forced to use a noto-
rious article of the French 
constitution to suspend 
 parliamentary debate.

The mass opposition had 
split the Labour-type Social-
ist Party (PS) government’s 
majority with backbenchers 
refusing to vote for the law.

Launched
At the same time unions 
launched their  twelfth 
national day of strikes and 
protests against the bill. 

Thousands of workers 
struck and marched in cities 
across France. For the third 
consecutive time the protest 

in Paris took place surrounded 
by police. Marchers had to go 
through systematic searches 
on their way to assemble.

The bill could be overturned 
by a parliamentary vote of no 
confidence in the government 
set for Thursday of this week. 
Both the Tory opposition and 
the  Communist-led left were 

expected to attempt this. But 
success would depend on 
the PS rebel MPs. Most were 
expected to back down under 
threat of expulsion from the 
party and a fear that the 
right could gain from the 
 government’s fall.

Resorting to such drastic 
measures shows how much 

the government’s  authority 
has been damaged by the 
resistance to its attack.

At every point it has had 
to water down the Work 
Law to pacify sections of the 
 resistance.

But the central measure, 
allowing businesses to under-
cut national  agreements on 

working hours, is among 
those that survived.

If it passes, it represents 
a severe setback for the 
French workers’ movement, 
whose struggles have won 
gains enshrined in national 
 bargaining.

CGT union leader  Phillippe 
Martinez pointed out that 

 previous laws have been 
defeated even after parlia-
ment’s decision. Union leaders 
were set to meet on Wednes-
day to discuss further action.

However their sights are set 
on large scale action only after 
the summer holiday season. 
It could be difficult to rebuild 
momentum in September.

Beyond
But the revolt against the 
Work Law has radicalised 
thousands of working class 
people beyond the limits set 
by the union leaders and 
 parliamentary left.

The Nuit Debout (Night 
On Our Feet) movement of 
assemblies in city squares 
“against the Work Law and its 
world” called a protest outside 
parliament on  Wednesday 
night.

As a nightmarish 2017 pres-
idential election dominated 
by the fascist Front National 
approaches, that revolt needs 
to be built on.

MARCHERS IN masks of French politicians including president Francois Hollande and prime minister Manuel Valls 

More online
For more on French strikes 
go to  socialistworker.co.uk

Revolt dilutes French Work Law
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Members or MPs—who’s in 
charge of the Labour Party?
The turmoil inside the Labour Party has uncovered the deep rift between its members and 
MPs. The cause of the tension lies right at the heart of the party, explains  Dave Sewell

Power in the unions—but which side are they on?
OVER-zealous 
attempts to 

marginalise union leaders 
inside Labour may have 
handed them back the 
balance of power they held 
historically.

Union officials mediate 
between classes. 

They live by showing 
workers that they can win 
some gains from bosses, 
but also that the gains 
bosses concede are good 
enough.

This makes them 
masters at the Labour 
balancing act.

For a long time their 
main role in Labour was 

using union members’ 
“block vote” to veto 
the left wing demands 
of the working class 
membership.

But after the bitter 
1980s Labour’s mass base 
dwindled and so did union 
influence. 

Tony Blair moved 
Labour’s centre of gravity 
so far to the right that 
union leaders found 
themselves to its left.

After unions kept David 
Miliband from becoming 
leader, Ed Miliband went 
on the offensive.

He hounded the Unite 
union for attempting to 

get its supporters selected 
as candidates.

He removed union 
block votes and opened 
leadership elections to 

non-members—presumed 
to be former Tory and Lib 
Dem voters.

This was meant to 
free Labour from any 
remaining accountability 
to workers, turning it 
into a purely electoral 
party more like the US 
Democrats.

Instead working class 
people with hopes of real 
change flooded in behind 
Corbyn.

No longer being 
channelled through union 
leaders’ block votes, they 
gave an historic mandate 
to Labour’s most left wing 
leader in 90 years.

Union leaders once 
more stand between a 
renewed, more working 
class and more left wing 
membership and a largely 
contemptuous PLP.

So far they back 
Corbyn—but at a price.

Unite general secretary 
Len McCluskey’s support 
could be decisive—and 
dependent on Corbyn 
softening his opposition to 
Trident nuclear weapons.

Union members must 
ensure their leaders don’t 
betray Corbyn or squander 
workers’ money on the 
MPs who stabbed him in 
the back.

THE BATTLE to unseat Jeremy 
Corbyn will put to the test the 

question of who runs the Labour 
Party. Is it the MPs who overwhelm-
ingly oppose him, or the membership 
which overwhelmingly backs him?

Labour’s fixation on parliament 
has always meant a hugely privileged 
position for its MPs. From 1922 to 
1981 they had a monopoly on choos-
ing a leader.

The first act of the first Labour 
MPs in 1906 was to form what is 
still formally a separate party, the 
Parliamentary Labour Party (PLP).

Labour’s 1907 conference made 
clear that members’ democratic deci-
sions couldn’t bind MPs.

Philip Snowden, later Labour’s 
first chancellor, said, “Conferences 
will talk; let them talk. Governments, 
including Labour governments, dis-
pose of conference resolutions.”

That’s been the practice ever since, 
right up to Ed Miliband’s front bench 
ignoring a hard-won conference vote 
to renationalise Royal Mail.

That’s why a PLP of 242 people 
now thinks it can face down a Labour 
membership of 400,000.

Division
The PLP’s independence expresses an 
unbridgeable division at Labourism’s 
heart. The Labour project of winning 
reforms through parliament relies on 
looking two ways.

It has to convince workers they 
have class interests of their own and 
need a party to represent them. Many 
workers look to Labour as a force for 
change. Without this Labour loses its 
base.

Yet it also has to show that it can 
rule for “the nation”—not just the 
“private interests” of workers.

MPs say they are answerable to 

their constituents of all classes, not just 
Labour’s working class membership.

They mean that they have to show 
they can be trusted not to endanger 
ruling class interests.

As bosses’ and workers’ interests 
are irreconcilable so, ultimately, are 
the tensions in Labour.

The separation of the PLP cre-
ates a distance that makes them 
manageable.

As Tony Cliff and Donny Gluckstein 
wrote in their book, The Labour 

Party—A Marxist History, “Much of 
the history of Labour revolves around 
the struggle for dominance between 
the party leadership centred on the 
PLP and its supporters outside.”

Yet the PLP doesn’t have fully free 
rein—as Snowden and his leader 
Ramsay MacDonald found when they 
formed a coalition with the Tories in 
1931. The bulk of the party didn’t go 
with them.

There are limits to what its mem-
bers and structures will take, with 

union leaders playing a key role.
Battles inside Labour have taken 

many forms over the years, particu-
larly as capitalism becomes less able 
to concede positive reforms.

But neither side can finish the other 
off without destroying the party—an 
outcome that’s increasingly plausible.

It will be an outrage if the PLP 
topples Corbyn. But it will also be a 
tragedy if the aspirations of Corbyn’s  
supporters are held back by 
Labourism’s limits.

Making 
executive 
decisions

THERE ARE other 
centres of power 

inside Labour. One is its 
full time apparatus of 
around 200 organisers, 
researchers, spin 
doctors and wannabe 
ministers.

They answer to the 
general secretary—
currently Iain McNicol.

In local Constituency 
Labour Parties (CLPs) 
a tension between 
councillors making 
cuts and activists who 
joined to oppose them 
replicates the tension 
over the PLP nationally.

And the national 
executive committee 
(NEC) brings together 
representatives of all 
wings of Labour to test 
the balance between 
them.

Launched
Current members range 
from Corbyn’s staunch 
ally Dennis Skinner to 
Angela Eagle, who could 
be the one to challenge 
Corbyn for leader.

Elections for CLP 
representatives on the 
NEC run until 5 August.

Labour left group 
Momentum has made it 
a priority to get Corbyn 
supporters elected—
in the face of similar 
efforts from right wing 
group Progress.

To howls of 
hypocritical outrage, 
some activists raise the 
possibility of getting 
CLPs to deselect 
sitting MPs in favour 
of candidates who 
represent them.

But for our class to 
win we have to fight on 
the battlegrounds where 
we are strongest.

That isn’t inside 
Labour’s bureaucracy, 
but on the streets and in 
the workplaces.

WITH FRIENDS like these—Jeremy Corbyn with some of Labour’s leading politicians now attacking him 
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IN BRIEF 

Protesters and oil 
bosses in a frackas 
ANTI-FRACKING campaigners 
were set to protest in 
Manchester on Wednesday 
outside a conference 
sponsored by industry lobby 
group United Onshore Oil and 
Gas.

The nearly £1,000 a head 
summit includes sessions on 
“speeding up the decision 
making process”.

Glass bosses blow 
hard, workers strike
OVER 300 workers at 
manufacturer Encirc Glass in 
Chester struck last Thursday 
and Friday. 

They rejected a two-year 
pay deal based on a two 
percent rise in year one and 
the conversion of bonus pay 
into basic pay in year two.

Libraries strike  
to save mobility
LIBRARY WORKERS in 
Greenwich, south east 
London, struck for 48 hours 
from Tuesday to save the 
borough’s mobile library 
services. They are in the Unite 
union.

The cut would save just 
£126,000 a year. The council 
has reserves of £320 million.

Union calls E.Off 
meter fixers’ strike 
A PLANNED four-day strike 
by 400 meter fixers in Bolton, 
Nottingham and Kingswinford 
was suspended last week.

The nearly 400 Unite union 
members previously struck 
for four days last month 
against plans to make them 
work longer as part of a new 
pay deal.

Unite said the second 
walkout had been suspended 
“to enable further talks with 
the company” E.On. 

Disability activists 
stage lively protest
CAMPAIGNS including 
Disabled People Against Cuts 
(Dpac) held a protest outside 
a mental health therapy trade 
conference in central London 
on Tuesday.

Dpac and others have also 
called for nationwide protests 
on Wednesday of next 
week against the Personal 
Independence Payment (PIP) 
benefit.

They demanded mental 
health bodies stop backing 
government schemes putting 
therapists in job centres.

Journos tell bosses 
to spike job cuts
JOURNALISTS AT the Daily 
Post newspaper in north 
Wales have voted to strike.

Changes at the newspaper, 
owned by Trinity Mirror, will 
see six jobs scrapped and 
replaced with six different 
ones. 

The journalists’ NUJ 
union has warned this could 
mean understaffing and 
unreasonable workloads. 

Strike to guard 
safety on lines
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

SCOTRAIL TRAIN guards 
walked out again last 
Sunday in their latest 
strike over bosses’ plans 
to extend driver only 
operation (DOO) on the 
network run by Abellio. 

Instead of negotiating, 
bosses have deployed scab 
managers that have breached 
safety during the strike. 

The guards’ RMT union 
announced more strike 
dates in the ongoing dispute 
with a 48-hour strike set for 
Sunday and Monday. This is 

to be followed by three more 
strike days on 14, 16 and 17 
July.

The workers deserve the 
solidarity of every trade 
unionist.

Kevin Lindsay, the Aslef 
train drivers’ union’s Scottish 
organiser, said, “Aslef will 
not tolerate any extension of 
DOO and will be consulting 
our members over industrial 
action.” 

Aslef need to move 
quickly to a strike ballot 
to strengthen the action 
against Abellio bosses. Hard-
hitting coordinated strikes 
of drivers and guards can 

stop bosses in their tracks. 
And a campaign of political 
pressure on the Scottish 
National Party (SNP), which 
is in charge of Abellio’s 
contract, is also essential. 

SNP leader Nicola 
Sturgeon cannot be 
allowed to get away with 
“desperately recycling 
Abellio’s discredited line” 
said Lindsay.

Sturgeon should come 
out on the side of passenger 
safety and demand train 
guards retain their safety 
role. The issue is about those 
workers having a safety role, 
not commercial duties.

RMT WORKERS and officials protest outside Scotrail HQ 

Weymouth drivers’ pay fight
BUS DRIVERS in Weymouth 
entered their third week of 
pay strikes this week. 

They walked out on 
Monday and were set to again 
on Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday. 

The 110 Unite union 
members want bosses at First 
Dorset to pay them the same 
rate as workers in nearby 
Yeovil. 

One worker said, “There 
is not an end in sight for us. 
All the drivers have had it for 

years. They have always been 
the poor relations.”

They are paid £8.80 an 
hour, compared to £9.50 
an hour in Yeovil. Workers 
picketed First’s offices in 
Weymouth. 

The firm is spending a 
“ridiculous” amount of money 
on bringing in scabs, said the 
striker.

“What they are spending 
at the moment on drivers 
coming down, that would 
have paid for our rise.”

RAILWAYS BUS WORKERS 

OBITUARY
Paul Acaster
1944-2016
PAUL ACASTER has died 
aged 72. His death has 
saddened comrades in 
Sheffield, York and beyond. 
Paul had a tremendous 
fighting spirit and enormous 
appetite for life.

Paul’s early life was 
spent in Sheffield. At school 
he showed early signs of 
rebelliousness and was 
regularly caned by vindictive 
teachers. But he got his 
own back by grabbing and 
breaking the cane over his 
knee.

Paul had to change his 
surname to get round being 
blacklisted.

At Sheffield’s famous 
Bassett’s Liquorice Allsorts 
factory he and other 
comrades produced a rank 
and file bulletin, aptly titled 
“Bitter Sweet”.

Paul was one of a number 
of working class militants 
who came towards the 
International Socialists, 
forerunners of the SWP, in 

the 1970s. 
Being able to bluff his 

way into anything, Paul got 
a job in a steelworks—on the 
strength of a brief chat to 
another comrade. The gaffer 
soon sussed him out but the 
13-week steel strike of 1980 
intervened and he never went 
back. 

After the strike ended 
Paul got a job as a railway 
guard and moved to York 
after meeting partner Eileen 
Burn—at an SWP meeting.

Sheffield comrades wish 
to offer their condolences 
to Eileen, Laura, and Paul’s 
family.
Phil Turner
lLonger version on 
socialistworker.co.uk

Southern rail bosses put brakes on dispute
THE TORY government is 
allowing Southern Rail bosses 
to launch a new timetable 
with 350 less services a day. 

It is yet more evidence 
that Govia Thameslink 
Railway (GTR), Southern’s 
parent company, can do no 
wrong in the Department for 
Transport’s (DfT) eyes. 

The firm has a preferential 
contract with DfT where 

it can cancel thousands 
of trains without facing 
sanctions.

The Aslef rail union hit 
back at Tory David Cameron 
for condemning Southern 
train drivers for “industrial 
action”.

Cameron knows fine well 
that drivers have not been 
taking industrial action.

Aslef general secretary 

Mick Whelan said Cameron 
was “deliberately spreading a 
falsehood to help his friends 
who are failing passengers 
every day by delivering a 
dismal service”.

He said the DfT is “turning 
a blind eye” to the problems 
because “their fingerprints 
are all over the plans to 
introduce driver only 
operation”.

RETAIL WORKERS

Asda in mess over mass equal pay claim 
OVER 19,000 people are 
bringing an equal pay 
claim against the Asda 
supermarket chain. 

The claim deals with the 
time period since the 2010 
Equality Act. Workers in the 
chain’s distribution centres 
are paid more than those in 
the stores.

If it’s successful it could 
result in the difference in 

pay being backdated for  
six years. 

However, it could also 
mean that the pay of 
workers in distribution is 
lowered to match those in 
the stores. 

Workers cannot rely on 
the bosses’ courts to uphold 
their rights.

The GMB union first 
brought an equal pay claim 

against Asda in 2008 for 
300 workers in Manchester 
and Liverpool but withdrew 
to get the bosses into a 
seven-year negotiation.

The process is ongoing 
but shows that equal pay is 
not guaranteed by the EU. 

Workers have won these 
rights and must defend them 
themselves. 
Alistair Farrow

Bus bosses suspend strikers
UNITE UNION bus workers 
in Leeds looked set to 
reject another pay insult 
from First bosses.

They also look set to 
demand action from their 
union over the suspension of 
15 workers including their 
union rep.

Unite member Mark 
said the workers had been 
suspended for comments 

made on social media. 
Unite members were 

meeting to discuss their 
response to the suspensions 
and the latest pay offer as 
Socialist Worker went to press.

More talks were expected 
later this week. But members 
should demand their officials 
set new dates for sustained 
strikes and hit the bosses in 
the pocket to win more.

Strikes are just the ticket
TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Ealing, west London, began 
a week-long walkout last 
Thursday against private 
contractor NSL over pay. 

Unite union rep Patrice 
Samaro told Socialist Worker 
that the workers were fighting 
for equal pay.

He said, “When NSL took 
over, Ealing Council promised 
it would not lead to a two-tier 

workforce but that is what is 
happening.” 

Patrice said, “The company 
has brought in managers to try 
and break the strike.” Ealing 
is a Labour-run authority and 
questions have to be asked 
about why it is allowing its 
contractor to get away with a 
scabbing operation.
lSend solidarity messages to 
samaro1970@yahoo.fr

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Paul Acaster

PRIVATISATION

LEEDS
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HIGHER EDUCATION 

 Strike wave spreads  
 through universities
by SADIE ROBINSON

UNIVERSITY workers 
struck at 33 universities 
on Tuesday—on the same 
day as an England-wide 
teachers’  s t r ike  (see  
page 20). 

UCU union members 
walked out at  London 
Metropolitan University, 
University College London 
and at  univers i t ies  in 
Br ighton,  Birmingham, 
Southampton and Hull 
among others. 

They are in dispute over 
a 1.1 percent pay offer, une-
qual pay for women and 
casualised contracts.

Casualised
The walkouts are part of a 
national campaign that saw 
workers at over 30 universi-
ties strike last Thursday.

Veronique, UCU branch 
secretary at the London 
School of Economics (LSE), 
was one of them. 

“There are 75,000 casual-
ied contracts across higher 
education and 21,000 are 
zero hours,” she said. 

Indy Bhullar was also 
on the picket line at LSE. 

“Universities are spending a 
huge amount on capital and 
estate, but their attitude to 
staff is derisory,” he said. 

Paul Bracken, a UCU 
member at nearby King’s 
College London, said the 
attacks are linked to marketi-
sation in education. 

“The powers that be have 

decided that universities 
should be run like busi-
nesses,” he said. 

“That means bringing in 
managers who need ‘com-
petitive salaries’ to ‘attract 
the best’. 

UCU members also struck 
in Loughborough, Newcastle, 
Northumbria and Cardiff last 

Friday and in Durham on 
Saturday. The union could 
call national strikes in the 
autumn.

Indy said he would sup-
port further strikes if bosses 
don’t back down. “I support 
a union being strong and 
standing up for its members,” 
he said.

HENRY HICKS INQUEST

Police did pursue Henry
NORTH LONDON teenager 
Henry Hicks knew he was 
being chased by police 
before he died in a crash, a 
jury decided last week.

Henry died in December 
2014 after crashing his 
moped.

Police officers chased 
Henry at more than twice 
the speed limit through 
residential streets with their 
lights and sirens on.

Despite this they insisted 
during the inquest that 
Henry did not know they 
were chasing him and so 

they were not in formal 
police pursuit. 

But the jury unanimously 
agreed on Tuesday of last 
week that Henry did know 
he was being followed.

They also found that the 
police were in pursuit, and 
that Henry’s attempt to 
avoid the police contributed 
to his death. 

The decision was 
revealed in a “narrative 
verdict” which records the 
circumstances of the death 
but does not apportion guilt. 
lMore on bit.ly/29oGUQU UNITE CONFERENCE

Nuclear conflict in union
DELEGATES AT the Unite 
union’s policy conference 
in Brighton next week will 
debate the union’s strategy, 
the Labour Party and the 
fallout from Brexit.

One major debate will 
be the renewal of Trident 
nuclear missiles. Unite has 
called for Labour to put 

Trident workers’ jobs before 
nuclear disarmament. But 
several branches, including 
in the defence sector, have 
submitted motions against 
Trident. 

The conference will also 
be an opportunity to build 
more support for movements 
against austerity and racism.

STRIKERS AT King’s College London last week  Picture: Guy Smallman

TEACHERS’ STRIKE

>>continued from page 20

people with no 
qualifications.” Rachel said 
this would harm education—
in more ways than one.

“People who don’t know 
the theory or haven’t studied 
child development won’t 
have the ability to challenge 
whatever the government 
brings in,” she said.

“It’s an ideological 
attack.”

Teachers stressed that 
Tory education secretary 
Nicky Morgan still plans to 
force schools to become 
academies. 

NUT members backed the 
strike by an overwhelming 
92 percent in a recent ballot.  
The turnout was 25 percent 
—but many said that didn’t 
mean that teachers don’t 
want to fight.

Exhausted
“The problem is that 
teachers are utterly 
exhausted,” explained 
Kauser, an NUT rep in Leeds. 

“People are working 
excessively, sometimes for 
60 hours a week. Some 
didn’t get around to sending 
back the ballot paper.”

Others said that an 
apparent retreat by Morgan 
on forced academies had 

disorientated some workers. 
Fleur Patten, an NUT 
member in Cambridgeshire, 
said some felt it was a 
“done deal” that forced 
academisation would not go 
ahead.

And the testing agenda 
is linked to this plan for 
privatisation. 

Sats tests aim to write 
off schools as “failing” and 
impose privatisation as the 
solution.

Kauser told Socialist 
Worker, “People come into 
teaching because they want 
to make a difference.

“But we have 
ridiculous policies 
in education now. 
Parents are saying, 
‘my children are 
stressed and 
not sleeping 
because of 
tests’.

“Children 
and teachers 
are suffering 
mental health 
issues.” Dawn 
from Langdon 
High school 
said, “The 
school is being 
turned into a 
factory. 

“Kids are the input 
and the aim is to churn 
out GCSEs. The creative 
things are being cut. It’s 
taking the joy out of it—no 
wonder so many children are 
depressed.”

Diane, school support 
worker from Unison said, “It 
would be better if everybody 
came out on strike.”

Another support worker, 
Ben, said, “I work in 
behaviour support and they 
want to cut our jobs.

“It would be unimaginable 
if that happened. We do 
invaluable work—without 
us kids with behaviour 
problems would just be 
excluded. 

“That means they’re 
missing out on education and 
can just be left wandering 
the streets.”

Dave, who was picketing 
at Carlton Community High 
School in Pontefract, West 
Yorkshire, said, “Today’s 
strike is having a bigger 
impact than we anticipated. 
The roads are really quiet 
and lots of schools are 
closed.”

Quiet
Sally Kincaid, secretary of 
Wakefield and District NUT, 
agreed. “It’s like a Sunday 
here it’s so quiet,” she said. 
“It is far, far better than 
previous strikes.”

Delegates at this year’s 
NUT conference voted for 
the union to call further 
strikes in the autumn term. 

The union’s acting general 
secretary Kevin Courtney 
has said the union would 
name further dates—and the 
ballot was for discontinuous 
action.

The Unison union also 
voted for “national action 
and coordinated strikes 
in the autumn term” over 
school funding cuts at its 
local government conference 

last month.
Teachers said it was 

crucial that the union 
showed it was serious 

about the fight and 
names more strike 

days.
“I absolutely 

support 
more strikes,” 

said Rachel. 
“This strike is 
intended to build 
momentum for 
the future. We 
are passionate 
about this. We’re 
not going to be 
bullied—and we’re 

not backing 
down.”

CLEANERS 

UNITED VOICES of the World 
union members protested at 
100 Wood Street in the City 
of London this Tuesday.

The cleaners walked out 
indefinitely at the beginning 
of last month against the 
sacking of half their  
co-workers. 

They’re also fighting for 
the Living Wage. 

Supporters from the 
Bfawu  and Unite unions, the 
Blacklist Support Group, and 
other organisations joined 
the demo in solidarity.

Petros Elia, general 
secretary of the union, told 
Socialist Worker, “We’re 
going to stick it out for as 
long as necessary until we 
get our demands met.”

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Tribunal win for workers
SACKED GLASGOW council 
workers  have won their case 
of unfair dismissal and over 
£100,000 in compensation. 

The Employment Tribunal’s 
(ET) judgement is a damning 
verdict on employment 
practices the Glasgow City 
Council-run firm Glasgow Life.

The former Tollcross 
Pool junior managers were 
awarded a “Non-Standard 
Work Payment” for unsocial 
hours during the 2014 
Commonwealth Games.

The pool manager, who 
sought authorisation from 

line manager Debbie O’Brien, 
agreed these payments. 

But senior management 
later asked O’Brien to examine 
staff costs at the pool. 

She appointed herself to 
carry out a formal disciplinary 
investigation into these 
payments. 

“The ET found that the 
disciplinary process was 
“fundamentally flawed”. 

Two other Tollcross workers 
who were also dismissed 
have internal appeal hearings 
outstanding.
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk

Some 400 marched in Lancaster
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ON THE huge march in central London on Tuesday—thousands more joined protests and rallies across England Picture: Guy Smallman

 TEACHERS WAGE 
WAR ON TORIES
by SADIE ROBINSON

TEACHERS IN England 
struck on Tuesday in a battle 
against Tory education poli-
cies and cuts. Thousands of 
schools were closed as the 
walkout made a big impact.

Big marches and rallies 
of striking teachers and sup-
porters took place in many 
areas. In London 10,000 took 
to the streets. 

Junior doctors were among 
those who joined in solidarity. 

In Nottingham over 1,000 
people joined a lively and 
young march with strikers 
from the university in the 
UCU union. About 400 teach-
ers, parents and children 
marched in Lancaster.

Hundreds marched in 
Liverpool ,  Manchester , 
Leeds, Durham and many 
more places. 

In  Coventry  around 
40 teachers picketed the 
Department for Education in 
the city and around 100 joined 
a rally. Many others headed to 
Birmingham for a rally.

Chris Denson is joint sec-
retary of Coventry NUT. He 
told Socialist Worker, “It 
seems that a lot more primary 

schools are closed and lots of 
young teachers are out today 
too, compared to previous 
strikes. In terms of building 
the union the strike has been 
really good.”

The NUT said that 6,000 
teachers have joined the 
union since the strike was 
announced—less than two 
weeks ago. Many parents 
support the action.

Audrey Glover is president 
of Morecambe and Lancaster 
NUT. She told Socialist 
Worker, “Over 50 parents 
have organised a coach to 
come and join our rally.”

Walkouts
She said some schools were 
closed that had been open 
during previous walkouts. 
And even if schools are open, 
that doesn’t mean teachers 
there aren’t on strike.

As Audrey explained, “Our 
big secondary schools are 
open.

“In some cases the head 
has said children will be 
‘supervised’. Some are in halls 
watching films with a couple 
of teaching assistants. There 
isn’t teaching going on.”

Some London boroughs 
face education funding cuts 

of over 20 percent. Teachers 
are furious at the attacks—
and the impact they will have 
on children. 

Jack i e  Robe r t s  was 
marching in London. She is 
head teacher at a school in 
west London but said she’s 
quitting because of Tory 
policies.

“I’ve been teaching for 
28 years,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “But the attacks are 
being carried out to create an 
uneducated proletariat. It’s all 

to benefit the Tories. Music 
and arts are just for moneyed 
families now. The rest have a 
narrow curriculum. 

“I hope the union contin-
ues with the strikes—and 
other unions come out too.”

Sam was picketing at 
Langdon Park School in 
Tower Hamlets, east London. 
She told Socialist Worker, “I’m 
angry about the cuts. A lot of 
children at this school have 
never been out of the area.

Value
“We used to be able to take 
them on trips but there’s no 
money now. There’s a lack of 
value given to the service we 
provide.”

Shannon is a special needs 
teacher at the school. “Cuts 
to the budget means cuts for 
children and services they 
need,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

“We do things like travel 
training so they can be inde-
pendent. We can’t do that 
without money—this affects 
our kids.”

“We pr ide ourselves 
on being a fully inclusive 
school,” added NUT chair 
Dawn.

“I don’t know how that 

will continue with the cuts. 
They will affect support staff 
and learning mentors—those 
people who make a real dif-
ference in the school.”

The school’s 30-strong 
picket line was buoyed by 
Unison union members at 
the school who came to show 
support.

“Cuts mean classes will 
be a lot larger,” Unison rep 
Diane said. 

She added, “Teachers will 
be asked to teach subjects 
they haven’t been trained in. 
We have to stand together.”

Jane, another Unison 
member, agreed. “It’s all 
about the kids,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

“It’s important to stand 
with teachers today as they’re 
doing this for everyone.”

In Cambridge, newly qual-
ified teacher Rachel was 
picketing at her school.

She told Socialist Worker, 
“I’ve spent the last two years 
training to be able to do this 
job properly. 

“I paid £9,000 in tuition 
fees.

“And the government 
wants to replace me with

>>continued on page 19

Dawn (left) and Sam (right) from Langdon Park in east London

It’s important 
to stand with 
teachers—they 
are doing this 
for everyone

‘‘ 
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