
REVOLT
 DEMO SAT 16 JULY, LONDON & GLASGOW
12 noon, BBC HQ, Portland Place, London W1 l 1pm, Donald Dewar Statue, Glasgow
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The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 
Wrongly convicted US boxer 

and civil rights hero dies 
>>Page  13

Don’t let Blairites and warmongering MPs impose 
Angela Eagle as Labour leader >>Page 20

SUPPORT CORBYN 
AGAINST THE RIGHT

MAY A NEW PM BUT 
TORIES STILL DIVIDED

Why leadership coronation can’t solve the 
Conservatives’ crisis >>Page 6
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CHILCOT

How lies created 
Tony Blair’s case 
for war in Iraq
TONY BLAIR lied to justify 
the 2003 war on Iraq—
and wanted regime change 
there since at least 2001.

The findings and evidence 
given to the Chilcot report are 
the strongest proof that Blair 
lied and plotted to launch the 
war. 

The war wasn’t down to 
“mistakes”—it was deliberate. 
>>Pages 7,10,11&12

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Fury at police 
killings spark 
mass protests
THE RACIST killing of 
Alton Sterling and Philando 
Castile by police in the 
US last week has sparked 
an eruption of anger.

Protests have taken place 
in cities across the US and 
in Britain. Thousands turned 
out with a few hours’ notice. 

The US police have 
responded with violence.
>>Pages 4,5&15

ANNIVERSARY

Revolution and 
war in Spain 
remembered
ONE OF the great struggles 
of the 20th century broke out 
80 years ago this month when 
General Franco launched 
a military coup in Spain.

Franco expected a quick 
victory. He hadn’t counted on 
the revolutionary movement 
that his coup unleashed. 
>>Pages 14&15
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lDAVID CAMERON earlier 
this year pledged to offer 

unaccompanied child refugees 
stuck in camps in Europe sanctuary 
in Britain. An amendment to that 
effect to the Immigration Act was 
passed in May.

So far not one child has been 
identified as “eligible” to come to 
Britain.

Testing times as pupils fail 
exams they are meant to fail
TROUBLEMAKER WAS shocked to 
hear the results of this year’s Sats 
tests for primary school children. 
Nearly half failed to meet govern-
ment targets in reading, writing and 
maths. 

Strangely, the figure for those failing 
to reach the targets last year was just 
15 percent.

This apparent drastic decline in 
children’s abilities was definitely not 
entirely foreseen and predictable.

 It was absolutely not a deliberate 
ploy by the government to ram through 
its agenda to privatise schools.

It just so happened that the tests this 
year were much harder than they had 
been in previous years. 

And the fact that “failing” schools 
are open to “intervention” and forced  
academisation is just a coincidence.

Education secretary Nicky Morgan 
has definitely not been doing all she 
can to attack schools so that they can 
be turned into academies.

It just so happens that last year 
the Tories couldn’t write off enough  

schools as “failing”. 
So Morgan created a new category of 

“coasting” that would let her “intervene” 
in many more schools.

Unfortunately two reports into acad-
emies were also released in the same 
week as the Sats results.

The Sutton Trust’s Chain Effects 2016 
report found that most academy chains 
it studied “are achieving results that are 
not improving”.

They also “may be harming the pros-
pects of their disadvantaged students”.

In the same week the Education 
Policy Institute produced a league 
table of academy trusts and councils in 
England. 

It found that academy trusts aren’t 
better than councils at raising standards 
in schools.

The Department for Education’s 
response? “Our ambition remains for 
all schools to become academies.” 

But  i t ’ s  def in i te ly  a  pol icy  
based around helping children and 
improving education—not an ideologi-
cal agenda.

lTORY PEER Lord Lexden asked about 
maintaining the “cherished” tradition 

of printing laws on vellum—made from 
calf skin. Earlier this year the House 
of Lords decided to end the practice. 
The Cabinet Office overuled them.

Lord Bridges of Headley says 
he is pleased to be discussing 
this “pressing matter” given that 
“not much else is going on”.

Councils selling and 
renting offshore
COUNCILS ARE flogging 
property off shore. 

Private Eye magazine 
identified 48 freehold and 
56 leasehold properties 
that have been sold by  
41 local planning 
authorities in the decade 
up to 2015 to offshore 
companies registered in tax 
havens. As there are  
326 authorities several 
hundred such sales 
will have occurred. The 
most prolific sellers 
of property offshore 
were Leeds, Watford, 
Plymouth and Camden.

The identity of those 
behind offshore companies 
often cannot be identified. 
No one knows who is 
behind the company 
Winchesta Comercio 

Internacional. Hampshire 
county council sold its 
offices at the St Thomas 
Centre, a church in 
Winchester, in 2014. The 
company paid £759,940 
and sold it on the very next 
month for £1.2 million. 

At least 1,000 council 
properties, valued at  
£1.2 billion, are also leased 
by offshore companies. 

Expensive secret 
publicity landing 
The Daily Mail frothed 
last week, “THE RAF’s 
state-of-the-art new 
fighter jet touched 
down in the UK for 
the first time”. 

Two F-35B Lightning 
2 aircraft did indeed 
arrive at RAF Fairford. 

Thanks to the drop in 
the value of sterling the 
aircraft cost  
£100 million when they 
left the US and £115 
million when they arrived.

The jets will take 
part in air shows. They 
will be the RAF’s most 
expensive PR campaign. 
Two years ago, the RAF’s 
first F-35B had to be 
retired from air show 
duties before starting 

due to catching fire. So 
the jets are accompanied 
by a planeload of US 
technicians and security 
personnel for minor 
repairs. If something 
serious breaks the whole 
aircraft will have to be 
shipped back to the 
US under a tarpaulin 
for top secret repairs.

Andy defends 
Dave at tennis

WIMBLEDON champion 
Andy Murray bizarrely 
chose to show sympathy 
with prime minister David 
Cameron during a TV 
interview after his victory.

Murray said, “It’s a 
pleasure to play in front 
of you. The prime minister 
of the country here as 
well. I think playing in a 
Wimbledon final is tough 
but I certainly wouldn’t 
like to be a prime minister, 
it’s an impossible job.”

The crowd’s cheers for 
Murray turned to boos 
quickly after Cameron was 
mentioned.

The laws

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I think we could 
potentially be 
talking about a 
new party’
Millionaire Arron Banks 
threatens a new ‘Ukip on 
steroids’ if Theresa May 
becomes Tory leader

‘May declares 
war on the fat 
cats’
A preposterous Daily Mail 
headline on Theresa May

‘Is Corbyn like 
Steely Stalin?’
And another

‘Absolute riot’
Owen Paterson MP predicts 
what would happen if Theresa 
May was unopposed for Tory 
leader

‘Theresa May 
plans a workers’ 
revolution’
The Sun gets excited at its new 
leader

‘It was illegal’
Lord John Prescott on the Iraq 
war – he voted for the invasion 
as deputy prime minister

‘I will live with the 
decision for the 
rest of my life’
Prescott is the real victim, 
though

‘I think it’s 
important we 
all have our 
principles but…’
Labour leadership challenger 
Angela Eagle

PROTESTING AGAINST tests
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Michael Gove’s 
racist mug
TORY MICHAEL Gove, who 
was last week eliminated 
from the race to become 
Tory leader, admitted he 
had a racist mug.

Emblazoned with 
an iconic portrait of 
Uncle Sam, it carried 
the words, “Jihad?! 
I’ll give you jihad you 
miserable, rag-headed, 
heathen bastards!” 

But Gove insisted it 
was a piece of “junk” that 
had been sent to him.

He said he had thrown 
it away and it did not 
reflect his political views.

A spokesman for 
Gove said he could not 
be specific about when 
the mug was discarded 
or how long he had it.

Former Ukip leader 
Nigel Farage will 
continue to draw cash  
as an MEP for next two 
years. This includes—
l£84,000 a year salary

l£3,684 monthly general 
expenditure allowance

l£3636 yearly travel 
expenses for travel outside 
the UK, on top of his travel 
expenses to and from the 
European parliament

l£260 daily subsistence 
allowance which will be 
available to him as long as 
he shows up and signs the 
register

ZIP IT
UKIP!



ANTI-RACISM
March after 
firebombing
HUNDREDS OF people 
marched after a Romanian 
shop in Norwich was 
firebombed early last Friday 
morning. 

Stand Up to Racism and 
the People’s Assembly called 
a solidarity protest for the 
next day. Around 300 people 
turned up in the pouring 
rain.

We chanted, “refugees 
welcome here” and marched 
to the shop with messages 
of solidarity. 

Tens of thousands of 
pounds have been raised to 
repair the shop via a crowd-
funding site.
Tim Knight-Hughes

Harlow unites 
against racism
HARLOW residents gathered 
in the town centre last 
Saturday to show solidarity 
with migrants and ethnic 
minorities in the wake of a 
rise in reported incidents of 
hate crime.

The event was attended 
by a wide variety of people 
including local councillors, 
teachers, nurses and charity 
workers. 

One of the organisers, 
Adam Cochrane, said, “We 
are here to say that wherever 
you’re from, whatever 
your ethnicity, religion 
or sexuality, you are our 
brothers and sisters and you 
are welcome here.

“People who weren’t part 
of the rally were coming 
over to thank us and show 
support.”

A delegation from Harlow 
is being organised to join 
the national demonstration 
against racism and 
austerity on 16 July.
Visit bit.ly/2a2lbvU for more 
information

Migrant workers die at 
Birmingham recycling site
by SIMON BASKETTER

FIVE WORKERS were killed when 
they were crushed by tonnes of 
concrete and scrap metal at a recy-
cling plant last week.

They had travelled across con-
tinents to get a better life for them-
selves and their families. The reality 
of work in deregulated Britain means 
they are dead. 

One worker pulled himself out of 
the pile of rubble despite a broken 
leg while the bodies of his workmates 
remained trapped.

The men died when a 26ft retaining 
wall next to where they were working 
collapsed at the Hawkeswood Metal 
Recycling plant in the Nechells area 
of Birmingham. 

It buried them in tons of concrete 
and scrap metal which the wall was 
holding back.

The victims were agency workers. 
Four were originally from Gambia 
and one from Senegal. All had come 
to work from Spain.

Members of their families and 
friends gathered outside the plant.

It is thought that one of the victims, 
Ousman Jabbie, had worked at the 
recycling plant for less than a week. 

Children
He had moved in with Alimamo 
Jammeh, another of the victims, in 
the Aston area of the city.

Both men had only recently heard 
their wives and children had been due 
to join them in Britain.

Mohammed Jangana and Bangaly 
Dukureh also died in the accident.

The fifth victim Saibo Saillah, 
who was living in Edgbaston, was 
the father of five children, including 
three-year-old twins.

All the men were believed to have 
been receiving the minimum wage.

One former worker said that he and 
others had been concerned about the 
walls. “They were leaning. When we 

were cleaning they were shaking,” he 
said.

Mafugi Jammeha, a friend of 
Jagana and Dukureh, said the men 
would be paid by the hour and some-
times turn up at work only to be told 
they were not needed after a couple 
of hours. 

“Some of them have a language 

barrier so they can’t get into other 
jobs straight away, so they have to 
start at this place.” 

Hawkeswood Metal began trading 
more than 40 years ago. A fire broke 
out on a 700-tonne scrap metal heap 
at the plant in February this year. In 
August 2011 more than 100 tonnes 
of shredded scrap metal caught fire.

The company was fined £50,000 
after being prosecuted by the Health 
and Safety Executive when a work-
er’s arm was broken on an unguarded 
conveyor belt in 2010.

It recorded an annual turnover 
of more than £30 million, reporting 
a net profit in 2015 of £327,000 in 
accounts submitted in February this 
year, and employs 26 people. 

The Health and Safety Executive 
fatality statistics released last 
week show a provisional total of  

144 workers killed in work-related 
incidents in the year to April. This 
is slightly up on last year’s total of  
142 and 136 the year before that.

There has been an increase in 
deaths in construction, up from 35 to 
43. This was the third work-related 
multiple fatality in less than a year 
in England. 

Four people were killed and many 
more injured in the Bosley Wood 
Flour MiIl explosion on 17 July 2015. 

Four more were killed in the col-
lapse of a boiler house which was 
being prepared for demolition at 
Didcot Power Station on 23 February 
2016. 

The body of Michael Collings was 
recovered but the other three work-
ers still lie under the rubble nearly  
20 weeks later to the horror and grief 
of their families.

The rubble that killed the workers at Hawkeswood (above) Rescue 
workers search for bodies at Didcot power station in February (left)

MORE ONLINE
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no to war on Iraq
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2 �Chilcot report destroys 
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3 �Corbyn’s peace offer 
won’t stop Labour MPs 
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bit.ly/29tQpiO

4 Putting our class on the 
screen—Tony Garnett
bit.ly/29ypmOU

5 Slaughter at the 
Somme—100 years on 
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WHAT WE THINK Fury at police killings in the US  
 spark mass protests in Britain
 by ALISTAIR FARROW

THE RACIST killing of Alton 
Sterling and Philando Castile by 
police in the United States last 
week has sparked an eruption 
of anger. 

Videos of their deaths, uploaded 
to social media, have been viewed 
millions of times. Thousands of 
people have taken to the streets.

Protests took place in the US 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, where the 
murders took place. 

More broke out in Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Los Angeles, 
Memphis, Nashville, Newport, 
RI, New York City, Oakland, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, San 
Francisco, Washington D.C. and 
other cities.

The police responded with vio-
lence and mass arrests. 

Micah Xavier Johnson used a pro-
test in Dallas to target the police. He 
killed five officers, injured seven 
more and wounded two other 
people. It was an individual attack 
on the forces used by the state 
to violently repress ordinary people.  

Johnson had been trained and 
taught to use violence by the US 
army during a tour in Afghanistan. 

Demonstrations took place 
last weekend in Britain as well. 
Thousands  turned  out  with a 
few hours’ notice. 

Solidarity
Anthony Hamilton told Socialist 
Worker, “Last Friday the first of the 
solidarity demonstrations in Britain 
started on London’s South Bank. 
It started small, maybe ten people 
near the skate park after a call was 
put out on Twitter. 

“The woman who first made the 
call said she never expected anyone 
to act on it. She only thought her 
friends would turn out. But quickly 
over 100 protesters gathered.

“The average age was about 
18 years old. We headed off to 
Parliament Square.

“On the way we were cheered on 

by crowds of people. By the time we 
reached the steps onto Westminster 
Bridge I turned to see over 1,500 
people marching behind me.”

The protest had a big impact on 
those who took part.

“The atmosphere was electric,” 
said Anthony. “As we took the 
streets, confidence grew. At first 
people were unsure about march-
ing on the road and where to go. 

“But before long we were march-
ing past Downing Street, on to the 
BBC and finally the US embassy.”

Another protest took place in 
Brixton, south London, on Saturday. 

It started as a small gathering of a 
couple of hundred people and grew 
into a march of some 2,000.

At Oxford Street on Sunday the 
mood was militant and defiant. 
When police tried to arrest some-
one, people surrounded them and 
they backed off.  

Some marchers said the problem 
isn’t just racist cops but the system.  
“Capitalism is the root cause of 
oppression,” said Ikram, who was 
marching in Brixton.

“We need to offer a different 
solution. Capitalism is given chance 
after chance to fix these problems 
but fails each time.” 

On other pages...
Revolt in Zimbabwe against the 
state’s cuts >>Page 8

PART OF the protest in Brixton, south London, last Saturday		  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Black power salute at solidarity demo
SOME 700 people marched 
in Bristol at 24 hours’ notice 
under the slogan of “Black Lives 
Matter” last weekend. 

The crowd gathered in the car 
park of the Malcolm X centre in 
the heart of the St Pauls area of 
Bristol.

 The majority of the protesters 
were black people from St 
Pauls—word had spread around 
via social media and word of 
mouth. 

We marched to the college 
green in front of the council 
building. Everyone was uplifted 
by the protest and the sense 
of solidarity with those facing 
police murder in the US was felt 
by all there.

There was a one minute 
silence for those killed in the US, 
with the whole crowd doing the 
black power salute.

In Liverpool, a demonstration 
was called at 24 hours’ notice to 
show solidarity with the victims 
of racist, violent police in the US.

The orginal organisers 
postponed the demo only for 

others to decide to go ahead. 
Around 150 people set off into 

Liverpool city centre chanting, 
“Black Lives Matter”, “No justice, 
no peace, no racist police”, 
“Hands up, don’t shoot” and 
other slogans. 

Dozens joined the march 
and many more applauded and 
showed their support. It was 
notable the numbers of older 
white people clapping. 

Police made no attempt to 
interfere, despite no one having 
sought permission.

Some 300 people marched 
on the Steel House Lane 
police station in Birmingham 
and sat down outside to hear 
performance from MCs and 
poets. 

One of the organisers, Olivia, 
spoke to Socialist Worker. 

She said, “We wanted to show 
the families of Philando Castille 
and Alton Sterling that we hear 
their cries across the seas and 
that we stand with them.” 
Thanks to Huw Williams,  
Alex May and Bridget Parsons

BACK STORY
Police killings of two black men 
in the US have sparked protests
lVideo footage emerged of  
Alton Sterling and Philando 
Castile’s deaths at the hands of 
cops
lBut they are only two of many 
black people who have been 
killed by the police
lPolice have killed 571 people 
this year by last Sunday
lThousands have joined angry, 
militant and confident protests 
across the US and in Britain

Zak Cochrane

IN BRIEF 

On the march in Birmingham � Picture: Geoff Dexter

 March against racism and  
 austerity, Saturday 16 July
ZAC COCHRANE from 
Stand up to Racism 
spoke at the Brixton 
protest.

He called on people 
to come on the No 
to Austerity, no to 
Racism, Tories must 
Go demonstration in 
London this Saturday.

A Black Lives 
Matter bloc has 
been organised to be 
part of the march, 
bringing together the 
fight against racism 
internationally with 

the struggle against 
poverty and injustice.  

“All black people, 

all white people need 
to come out next 
Saturday,” he said. 

He also urged 
people to link together 
the issues of refugees, 
institutional racism 
and police killings.

Protest—Saturday 16 
July, 12 noon, assem-
ble BBC Broadcasting 
House, London W1A 
1AA. For details of the 
Black Lives Matter bloc 
go to BlackLivesMatter 
Bloc on No to Austerity 
No to Racism demo on 
Facebook

 ‘We need to show we care’
CAPRES Turner 
organised the 
3,000-strong 
demonstration in 
London’s Oxford 
Street last Sunday. 

She said, “I called 
it out of frustration 
and anger. 

“Someone needs 
to show that London 
cares because 
racist murders are 
happening here too.

“Racism has been 

going on for a long 
time, but I saw a 
video of what had 
happened in the US 
and it horrified me. 

“I thought 
something has to be 
down, now.

“The police will 
keep murdering 
people unless we do 
something about it.

“Today is an 
amazing turnout, and 
it’s full of the energy 

of young people. It’s 
so positive.

“We need to get 
rid of racism. Just 
because we are pro-
black it doesn’t mean 
we are anti-white. 

“We need to stand 
up for each other, 
and we can’t allow 
racism to go on 
from generation to 
generation.”
Thanks to Gary  
McFarlane

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

Protesters in Liverpool last Sunday � Picture: Alan Gibbons

Protesters marching in Birmingham last Saturday � Picture: Geoff Dexter

 Protesters debate best way  
 to build resistance and win
THE PROTESTS have 
been a site of big 
debates about how to 
challenge institutional 
racism, the police and 
capitalism. 

Some people 
argued that it’s 
possible to make the 
police less racist by 
getting more black 
officers. 

But others said 
that in countries with 
black police forces 
ordinary people are 
still oppressed.

Protester Kelvin 

Mayers told Socialist 
Worker that winning 
liberation meant 
fighting for radical 
change.

“You can fiddle with 
the nobs, but unless 
you turn the whole 
machine off, nothing 
is going to change,” 
he said.

New layers of 
people have become 
politicised through 
these protests.

Protester Tobi told 
Socialist Worker there 
was a sense that “this 

is just the start of 
something, not the 
end point.”

Catherine, who 
was marching 
in Birmingham, 
explained the reasons 
behind the anger that 
brought people onto 
the streets.

“We went from 
chains to lynchings 
to bullets,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“Our masters have 
changed but we’re still 
not free. We need to 
start standing up.” 
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WHAT WE THINK

MAY NO FRIEND OF WOMEN
 THERESA MAY has made 

the Tory party the most 
progressive party in 

Britain according to right wing 
newspapers. They celebrated the 
ushering in of a woman prime 
minister—by printing pictures of 
her kitten heels—and heralded 
May as a “new Thatcher”.

Margaret Thatcher was a 
ruthless fighter for her class who 
sought to strengthen the rich at 
the expense of workers. 

May’s supporters hope she will 
do the same.

May hailed being called a 
“bloody difficult woman” and has 
worn a T-shirt reading, “This is 
what a feminist looks like”. 

By this she means that people 
like her—a former banker from 
a privileged background—can get 
ahead despite being female.

She does not mean that 
working class women should have 
equality, let alone liberation. She 
has fought to keep them down.

May voted for the bedroom tax 
and benefit cuts, and has viciously 
targeted the most vulnerable.

She clamped down on soup 
kitchens in central London. 
And she was behind the racist 
billboard vans telling “illegal” 
immigrants to “go home”.

The Tories are not more 
progressive because they have 
a woman leader. And May will 
not bring benefits for ordinary 
women. We still have a nasty party 
intent on making us pay for a 
crisis caused by the rich.

 Working class women, and 
men, can only successfully resist 
that through struggle.

It’s an outrage 
that a tiny cabal 
of Tory MPs can 
choose the  
prime minister

‘‘ 
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jail blair

THEY KILLED A MILLION FOR 

OIL AND AMERICAN POWER

TEACHERS

School strike has a big 

impact across England

Teachers across England struck on Tuesday  

in a battle against Tory education policies 

and cuts.
The NUT union called the action to demand 

that the government gives guarantees over 

teachers’ pay and conditions across all schools.

>>Page 20
TORIES

When thieves fall out—

infighting over leadership

DIVISIONS IN the Tory Party have made the 

race to select a new leader chaotic. 

It’s Tory on Tory violence as the bitter 

leadership race has descended into a 

bloodbath.

Boris Johnson is already out.

>>Pages 2&3

LABOUR

Defend Corbyn—

confront the right 

MOVES TO oust Jeremy Corbyn from 

the Labour leadership continued 

this week—but big rallies and some 

union leaders backed him up. Corbyn 

is under pressure to compromise. 

But a deal won’t save him.

>>Pages 4&5
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OUR RULERS’ CRISIS IS NO 
SPECTATOR SPORT

 B 
RITAIN’S rulers breathed 
a sigh of relief when 
Theresa May became 
prime minister without 
the need for a vote. But 

don’t believe everything is now 
calm.

The aftershocks of the 
European Union (EU) Leave vote 
are still being felt. Cameron is 
evicted from Downing Street. 
Boris Johnson and Michael Gove 
will be remembered as failed 
assassins. And Andrea Leadsom 
had to be stopped because she 
had a chance of winning and 
causing even more tumult.

It’s an outrage that a tiny cabal 
of MPs from the millionaires’ 
party can choose the prime 
minister. There should be a 
general election.

May now has to negotiate with 
the EU over Brexit, although she 
says she won’t begin the formal 
process until next year.

It will not go smoothly.  And 
her cabinet selections will leave 
bitter and resentful enemies.

Yet given the chance to skewer 
the Tories, Labour MPs are 
obsessed with removing Jeremy 
Corbyn. Much more is at stake 
than a change of leadership. 

Last week Neil Kinnock (who 

led the party to defeat in the 
1987 and 1992 elections) said, 
“In 1918, in the shadow of the 
Russian Revolution, they [Labour] 
made a deliberate, conscious, 
ideological choice that they would 
not pursue the revolutionary 
road. They would pursue the 
parliamentary road to socialism.”

Kinnock added that because 
of this the MPs had to approve 
of the leader. Therefore Corbyn 
must go.

The special role of Labour 
MPs has been established for 
a century. The battle between 
Corbyn, backed by hundreds of 
thousands of members, and the 
MPs questions that arrangement.

Nobody today expects Labour 

to lead a revolution. But shouldn’t 
it back struggle, oppose war, put 
forward an alternative to austerity 
and argue against racism? 

This is Corbyn’s vision, and 
the outcome of the fight affects 
everyone fighting the Tories.

The MPs who want Corbyn out 
crave a pro-business, pro-Nato, 
pro-capitalist party. Many want 
to overturn the EU referendum 
result. The Chilcot report saw 
their hero Tony Blair stripped of 
his last shreds of reputation. They 
want revenge against the left. 

Everyone should get behind 
Corbyn, and the unions should 
cut off all funds to the MPs who 
moved against him.

Corbyn will survive only if the 
movement outside parliament 
grows stronger.  

This is a time of turmoil. It’s no 
good being simply a spectator of 
events at the top of politics.

Those who have struck and 
marched against austerity, sent 
solidarity to refugees, fought 
racism, or taken to the streets for 
Corbyn have shown the way. 

The thousands of people who 
raged at police brutality in the last 
week gave us all a lesson. It’s time 
for action to shape the outcome 
of Britain’s political crisis.
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Dangerous divisions 
in the working class
THE BREXIT referendum revealed a united ruling class 
and a divided working class. A few eccentrics aside, big 
business backed Britain’s membership of the European 
Union (EU). They are now united in mourning the result 
of the vote. 

They will also largely back Theresa May, who is now Tory 
leader and set to be prime minister. The referendum and the 
turmoil that followed it represented a temporary breakdown 
in the political mechanisms through which capital dominates 
society. 

The bosses will see May as their best bet for restabilising 
these mechanisms and negotiating an acceptable deal with 
Brussels.

But the referendum saw the working class badly split. 
The predominantly manual layers voted to Leave, while the 
white-collar sections tended to vote to Remain, as did a large 
majority of Black and Minority Ethnic people.

This represents a real crisis for the labour movement. 
The weakening of the organised working class has left trade 
union organisation concentrated mainly among public 
sector white-collar workers like the teachers who struck so 
impressively last week.

The Labour Party’s hold on manual workers has been 
visibly slipping, as is shown by Ukip’s inroads into its safe 
northern seats in the general election last year. 

Given this, as John Curtice pointed out in the Guardian 
last week, Jeremy Corbyn did a better job of getting Labour 
voters to back Remain than David Cameron managed with 
his own supporters.

Ross McKibbin writes in the London Review of Books: 
“Corbyn’s unenthusiastic support for Remain, the sense that 
he was simply going through the motions, which clearly 
enraged many Labour MPs, means that he is probably closer 
to the feelings of much of the Labour electorate than the 
PLP.”

Threaten
But the result has opened up a further division in the 
working class. Brexit could threaten the right of citizens 
from the rest of the EU to live and work here. 

Also writing in the London Review of Books, Jeremy 
Harding points out that they constitute a substantial section 
of workers: “There are now some 3.3 million EU citizens 
born outside the UK residing in Britain, of whom around two 
million are in work. 

“I make that around 5 percent of the total population, and 
6 or 7 percent of the workforce.”

These workers play a crucial role across the economy—
agriculture, construction, manufacturing, hospitals, 
universities, leisure. They are too important for British 
capitalism to dispense with. But if EU citizens lose their right 
to enter and remain in the EU, then a substantial group of 
workers will become much more vulnerable and insecure, 
weakening the working class as a whole.

Unfortunately, so far it has been Labour and even Tory 
politicians who have moved faster on the issue than the 
trade union leaders.

Before the result Unite union general secretary Len 
McCluskey was advocating a retreat from the principle of 
free movement of labour within the EU even if Britain voted 
to remain. 

Since the vote Sally Hunt, the general secretary of my 
own union, the UCU, has written to business secretary Sajid 
Javid demanding that he “ensure that the best and brightest 
staff and students from across the EU will continue to be 
supported to work and study in the UK”.

But who decides which people are “the best and 
brightest”? This terrible phrase is a very dangerous 
concession to the idea pushed by Boris Johnson and Michael 
Gove during the referendum campaign that Britain adopt a 
points-based system of immigration control. Trade unionists 
need to press their leaders to defend the unconditional right 
of EU citizens to enter and remain in Britain.

The issue of EU citizens is an example of how the Brexit 
vote has reshuffled the political pack in Britain. 

It’s now very urgent for begin to overcome the divisions 
within both the left and the working class more broadly over 
the referendum. We may have a change of Tory leader, but 
we still have a nasty government to fight.

THERESA MAY was announced as Tory leader on Monday	

Tories have a new leader—
but their party’s still divided
by SIMON BASKETTER

THE CHAOS in the Tory 
party keeps on giving. David 
Cameron was set to leave 
Downing Street as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

T h e r e s a  M a y  w a s 
announced as Tory Leader 
on Monday after Andrea 
Leadsom dropped out of the 
contest.

Before the Tory leadership 
election descended to a cor-
onation one Tory MP said, 
“Brexit killed Cameron. Gove 
has killed Boris and shot him-
self in the head at the same 
time. 

“The class of 2001 has 
gone to the scaffold. It feels 
like a revolution, not a 
referendum.”

Risen
Quite a lot of Tories and 
some of their newspapers are 
getting excited. 

They think that, by being a 
woman, the new Tory leader 
will be Margaret Thatcher 
risen from the dead.

Andrea Leadsom had been 
competing for the part of 
Thatcher II. 

Her campaign manager 
Iain Duncan Smith com-
plained of “black ops” to stop 
her. 

So they took to the streets 
with a surreal comedy march 
on the House of Commons.

But on Monday she pulled 
out saying the last thing 
the Tories needed in these 

difficult times was people 
voting on things. 

In her somewhat brief 
campaign May presented 
herself as not quite the rabid 
right winger she clearly is. 

She has suggested cracking 
down on “crony capitalism”.

She promised, “We will 
put ourselves at the service 
of ordinary, working people 
and we will strive to make 
Britain a country that works 
for everyone”.

And she announced plans 
to put a couple of work-
ers on company boards—an 
idea she nicked from former 

Labour leader Ed Miliband.  
May worked for the Bank 

of England before becoming 
a financial consultant. 

That gave her the insight 
to say, “It is apparent to any-
body who is in touch with 
the real world that people do 
not feel our economy works 
for everyone” because it was 
“ordinary members of the 
public” who “made real sacri-
fices after the financial crash 
in 2008”.

Vowed
While part of a government 
that has brought in ruinous 
cuts and austerity on work-
ers, May has consistently 
voted to increase poverty.

She voted against curbing 
payday lenders, and against 
banking reforms.

May recently complained, 
“Taxes for the lowest paid 
went down, but other taxes, 
like VAT went up.

“Fixed items of spend-
ing—like energy bills—have 
rocketed.” 

May has consistently voted 
to raise VAT since 2010 and 
voted against acting on 
energy bills in 2013.

The Tories will now pre-
tend to be united for a while. 
But the splits, crisis and chaos 
are just under the surface. 

This makes them as fragile 
as they are vile.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

She may, she may not
MAY CLAIMS “housing 
matters so much” and 
apparently supports 
the need to build 
more houses. But she 
voted against building 
100,000 affordable 
homes in 2013.

She demanded, “Doing 
something radical and 
the full disclosure of 
bonus targets and the 
publication of ‘pay 
multiple’ data—that 
is, the ratio between 
the CEO’s pay and 
the average company 
worker’s pay.” But on 
12 October 2011, May 
voted against more 
jobs for young people 

funded by a tax on 
bank bonuses. May 
said she would, “crack 
down on individual 
and corporate tax 
avoidance and evasion”.

In April 2016 she 
voted against proposals 
intended to reduce tax 
avoidance and evasion.

But May is consistent 
in her racism. She has 
overseen harsh legislation 
and brutal deportations. 

She now says that the 
right of EU nationals 
to stay in Britain can’t 
be guaranteed. And 
she has promised to 
curb migration to the 
“tens of thousands”.

Andrea Leadsom lost out
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 Tony Blair should be put  
 in the dock over Iraq war
by NICK CLARK

WARMONGER AND former 
Labour prime minister Tony 
Blair could face a motion of con-
tempt in parliament following 
the release of the Chilcot report 
last week. Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn is reported to be ready to 
vote for it.

The report into the Iraq war 
found that Blair had helped to 
invade Iraq in 2003 on the basis of 
“flawed” intelligence (see pages 10, 
11 & 12).

Blair had argued that the invasion 
was necessary as the Iraqi regime 
under dictator Saddam Hussein had 
weapons of mass destruction. This 
was a lie.

The report does not accuse Blair 
of lying. But the motion set to be 
tabled this week will accuse him of 
misleading parliament.

Outrage at Blair is widespread—
not mainly because he lied to par-
liament but because his lies led to 
the deaths of a million Iraqi people.

A protest outside the report’s 
release event in central London last 
Wednesday gave a flavour of that 
anger. The protest was called by 
the Stop the War Coalition, which 
organised against the war in Iraq 
from the outset.

Abe Hayeem was one of around 
200 people at the protest. He said, 
“The invasion was a deliberate 
attempt to topple Saddam Hussain.”

He added that Blair and former 
US president George Bush should 
“face justice in a criminal court” for 
launching the invasion.

And Stop the War convenor 
Lindsey German told Socialist 
Worker, “People have hopes that 
Blair will be held to account.

“There is criticism in the report 
that mistakes were made. But the 
first mistake was going to war in the 
first place.”

Blair responded to the report 
with a snivelling speech in defence 
of himself. 

Agonising
He said the invasion was “the hard-
est, most momentous, most agonis-
ing decision I took in ten years as 
British prime minister”. He went on 
to justify it at length.

And Alastair Campbell—Blair’s 
former spin doctor who concocted 
“intelligence” justifying the war—
claimed that the report had cleared 
him.

Others are also trying to exon-
erate themselves. John Prescott, 
deputy prime minister at the time, 
wrote in the Mirror newspaper 
to express his “great sadness and 
anger” over the war that he voted 
for.

Prescott revealed that, despite 
backing the war at the time, he 
actually had several “concerns” that 

show he was on the right side all 
along.

And Tory MP David Davis, who 
was set to table the motion, also 
voted for the war.

The millions of people who 
marched in 2003 didn’t need to wait 
for thirteen years and a 12 volume 
report to know the war was wrong. 
Lindsey German said, “Millions of 
people saw the war for what it was.

“All our predictions were carried 
out”.

The revelations in the report are 
another blow to our rulers in deep 
crisis—that’s why they’re trying 
to weasel their way out if it. We 
shouldn’t let them.

Tony Blair is a mass murderer. 
He must be put in the dock for his 
war crimes—along with everyone 
else responsible for the slaughter.

On other pages...
How lies created case for Iraq war 
>>Pages 10&11

PART OF the two million-strong anti-war protest in London on 15 February 2003	 Picture: Ray Smith

Corbyn sorry but MPs aren’t
LABOUR PARTY leader Jeremy 
Corbyn made an official 
apology for the Iraq war on 
behalf of Labour after the 
Chilcot report was published.

He said the apology 
was “owed first of all to 
the people of Iraq. 

“Hundreds of thousands 
of lives have been lost 
and the country is still 
living with the devastating 
consequences of the war and 
the forces it unleashed.

“They have paid the 
greatest price for the most 
serious foreign policy calamity 
of the last 60 years.”

Corbyn added, “The apology 
is also owed to the families of 
those soldiers who died in Iraq 

or who have returned home 
injured or incapacitated.”

But not every Labour 
MP is sorry for the war. 

Angela Eagle, who is 
challenging Corbyn’s 
leadership (see page 20) 
warned against taking 
“revenge” against Blair 
for the invasion.

She voted in favour 
of the war in 2003.

And Labour MP Ian 
Austin heckled Corbyn 
as he condemned the 
war in parliament. 

Austin shouted at 
Corbyn to “shut up” as he 
criticised the invasion.
For a list of current MPs who voted 
for the war go to bit.ly/29yZALW

True impact 
of invasion  
is ignored
NOT MUCH is written in the 
Chilcot report on the effect of 
the war in Iraq on the Iraqi 
people or Iraqi society.

The war killed around a 
million Iraqi people—most of 
them civilians.

Some Iraqis were tortured 
by British soldiers—most 
infamously at the battle of 
Danny Boy in 2004, where a 
teenager was also killed.

The battle gets one mention 
in the report’s 2.6 million 
words. The camp where the 
torture took place is referred to 
twice in passing.

The report also notes that 

the invasion was followed by a 
civil war in Iraq but claims that 
“divisions were not created by 
the coalition”.

The truth is that the 
sectarian divisions in Iraq—and 
the chaos in Iraq today—are 
direct results of the 2003 
invasion.

Alex Megone, protesting 
outside the report’s launch last 
week, said, “The war has been a 
disaster. It’s responsible for Isis. 
People in Iraq can’t live normal 
lives because of the war.”

Murad Qureshi added, 
“No Iraqi is grateful for the 
intervention. They are scathing 
about it.”

FIGURE IT OUT
	1.6	� million Iraqis 

fled the country 
between 2006 and 
2010

	 1	� million Iraqis 
were killed as a 
result of the war 
according to a 
report by physicians 
published last year

	1.3	� million across three 
countries died 
due to the ‘war on 
terror’ according to 
the same report

Hurt by a bomb in Baghdad in 2008
—war made Iraq more unstable
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 Revolt in  
 Zimbabwe  
 against the  
 state’s cuts
Struggle is helping to break down 
fear of hated dictator Robert 
Mugabe, reports Charlie Kimber

PROTESTS, STRIKES and stay-
aways have swept Zimbabwe 
in southern Africa as people 
revolt against food shortages, 
unpaid wages, corruption and 
repression.

Robert Mugabe, who has ruled 
for over 35 years, faces his greatest 
opposition on the streets for many 
years.

A socialist activist in Zimbabwe 
told Socialist Worker, “I do not 
know if the protests will be success-
ful, but it is very significant that 
the fear is beginning to go and the 
hopelessness is beginning to go.

“People are desperate but they 
are also angry, and that is a strong 
mix.”

The economy is collapsing. 
Zimbabwe does not produce its 
own currency and instead uses the 
US dollar. It has now virtually run 
out of dollars and therefore cannot 
import vital goods such as maize 
and petrol.

Food shortages are growing.

Rocked
Civil service workers, doctors, 
teachers, nurses and many other 
groups of public sector workers 
were told that they would not be 
paid for June until 14 July and some 
launched strikes. 

Rocked by the action, the govern-
ment brought forward the pay date 
by a week. 

But further strikes are possible 
over continuing attacks on workers.

The regime is so desperate that it 
even postponed payments to some 
army units and sent them on leave, 
although it has paid the most impor-
tant groups on time.

On 1 July traders who move 
between South Africa and Zimbabwe 
held protests when new restric-
tions and charges were imposed on 
imported goods in order to reduce 
currency outflows.

Last Monday protesters gathered 
in the capital, Harare, in advance of 
the civil service strike. Police bru-
tally attacked the demonstration 
and arrested 57 people. 

But repression did not break the 

resistance. A mass “shut down” of 
the country on Wednesday of last 
week was a success in many areas. 

Businesses closed in Harare and 
other cities and towns, with the 
streets deserted and informal trad-
ers staying home.

Barricades went up in some cities 
and towns and activists burnt tyres 
and blocked roads. Further protests 
were set for this week.

The International Socialist 
Organisation has issued a statement.

It said, “United and in action 
the people have power. They have 
struck fear in the heart of the brutal 
and corrupt dictatorship. 

“People power works. It brought 
down dictators in Burkina Faso, 
Mubarak in Egypt and Ben Ali in 
Tunisia.

“But these countries teach us that 
unless workers and the poor organ-
ize themselves, remain independ-
ent and place forward their class 
interests their struggles will be 
hijacked by elites in the opposition, 
turncoats from the regime, middle 
classes, business, NGOs, regional 
and imperialist centres to cobble 
up rotten and sell out neoliberal  
compromises.”

It called for a general strike to 
bring down the regime, break from 
the control of the IMF, and fight for 
socialist policies.

 South African election could mean hope
SOUTH AFRICA’S local 
government elections, set for  
3 August, will see a bitter battle 
between the ruling African 
National Congress and its 
opponents on both left and right.

The Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF), led by Julius 
Malema, is building support 
by saying it is more radical 
than the ANC. It promises to 
speed up land reform, root 
out corruption and take action 
against the multinationals and 
white-owned big business.

The EFF highlights the lack of 
basic change for ordinary people 

more than 20 years after the end 
of apartheid.

It points out, for example, that 
only 8,000 out of 24,000 state 
schools have flushing toilets.

It says, “Our struggle is about 
the restoration of black dignity 
which has been systematically 
dismantled through centuries of 
racism”.

The EFF is expected to make 
gains.

The ANC is also challenged 
in some areas by the right wing 
Democratic Alliance which is 
trying to build an openly pro-
capitalist force.

TEN thousand 
members of the 
Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Senior 
Staff Association of 
Nigeria (Pengassan) 
began an indefinite 
strike last week. The 
action could quickly 
bring much of oil 
production to a halt.

It follows a general 
strike which lasted 
five datys in May 
but did not include 
most sections of oil 

workers.
The Pengassan 

strike makes positive 
demands about 
workers’ rights.

But it also 
includes some 
pro-multinational 
sentiment.

It is crucial that 
the strikes mix with 
the wider struggle for 
economic and social 
justice. Nigeria’s 
government and the 
oil giants are also 

facing intensified 
attacks on pipelines 
and installations from 
a group known as the 
Niger Delta Avengers.

The government 
recently signed deals 
with a new swathe of 
Chinese firms.

The militants 
are protesting 
at the way the 
multinationals wreck 
the environment and 
ignore the needs of 
local people. 

Tyres burning during the stay-away in Bulawayo�

Julius Malema

NIGERIA

 Workers go all out to stop the petrol flowing

Oil slicks are ruining the Niger Delta

Public sector workers were told
that they wouldn’t be paid for June
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Chilcot and 
bomber Blair
EVERYONE KNOWS we 
were lied to about the so 
called weapons of mass 
destruction that didn’t 
exist (Jail Blair, Socialist 
Worker, 6 July).

Why is this man still 
walking around with not 
a care in the world after 
all those soldiers died 
fighting for a lie? 

It’s a case of one rule 
for us and another for 
politicians.

Michael McDermott
on Facebook

lTONY BLAIR—war 
criminal, blood on his 
hands.

Stephen Bebbington
on Facebook

lAND THEY wonder why 
politicians are universally 
despised these days.

I remember that at the 
time many people found 
it difficult to believe that 
the prime minister could 
be a liar. 

Not a problem you 
have now.

Duncan Brown
on Facebook

lTHE Blairites organising 
against Jeremy Corbyn 
are the same people who 
voted for invading  
Iraq.

They’re also the ones 
who organised to deliver 
a vote to intervene in 
Syria to warmonger David 
Cameron.

They have absolutely 
no shame. Now more 
than ever we need to 
defend Corbyn against 
attacks from the  
right.

Gabby Thorpe 
by email

lIT’S GOOD that Chilcot 
shows that Tony Blair 
lied.

But what about 
George Bush? 

He’s living out his 
days in luxurious 
retirement when millions 
of people’s lives have 
been destroyed by his 
actions.

Robert Caraway
by email

lARREST THE war 
criminal Tony Blair.

Martina Pica-Antonio
on Facebook

What about 
the journos?
THANK YOU for 
publishing a list of 
current MPs who voted 
for the Iraq war. 

Would it be possible to 
publish a list of journalist 
commentators who 
argued for it?

Stephen Norrie
by email

Don’t squander this chance 
to finish off the hated Tories 
THE LEAVE vote shows a clear 
rejection of the establishment, of 
endless austerity and constant 
attacks against the working  
class.

These attacks have been 
imposed by both Labour and Tory 
councils with very little fightback 
by the main unions.

The media and some politicians 
have used anti-migrant racism, 
Islamophobia and the race card to 
divide us. 

But let’s not get carried away 
thinking that the vote to Leave is 
delivering working class voters 
into the right wing camp.

The lack of a fightback against 
austerity has caused soft racism 
among some sections of the 
working class. 

I can understand Labour 
supporters and some of my left 
wing comrades voting to Remain 
because of the worry of a move to 
the right.

Some said that workers benefit 
from being in the EU. That’s 
nonsense—workers’ rights were 
won by generations of struggle.

The knives are also out from the 
Labour right attacking Corbyn.

Instead of attacking Corbyn they 
should be supporting him and 
calling for a general election. 

Corbyn must be supported all 
the way. But this climate is also an 
ideal opportunity for the left to 
regroup—and push the Tory scum 
into the dustbin of history.

Howard Wilson
Ex-Armthorpe miner

lTHE JUNIOR doctors’ vote 
against the new contract and the 
teachers’ strike last week are great 
opportunities after the Leave vote 
in the EU referendum. 

The Tory party is in crisis and 
Ukip’s Nigel Farage has resigned. 
We need to organise while the 
right are weak and divided. 

Over 100,000 people have 
signed up to the Labour Party in 
the last week. That’s a positive 
development. When our side goes 
on the offensive and links up 
struggles against racism and 
austerity, it can shift the debate. 

That’s why the 16 July 
demonstrations against austerity 
and racism are so important.

Blythe Taylor
Stoke-on-Trent

 Iraq Poem
THE POLITICIAN stands 
before the public

And his voice cracks.
The parent watches the 

politician
And her heart breaks.
A break is a crack.
A crack opened in Iraq
All those years ago.
The crack spread and 

spread.
Seeds were cast in the 

crack
And a poisonous weed 

grew
And more hearts broke.
New cracks widened and 

ran
And new seeds were 

sewn
And more and more 

poisonous weeds
Spill out and grasp our 

limbs.
The politician stands 

before the public.
His voice cracks.
His heart does not break.

Alan Gibbons
Liverpool

 Don’t knock  
 down estate
TENANTS AT the huge 
Northumberland Park 
council estate in north 
Tottenham are gearing up 
to fight privatisation and 
demolition plans affecting 
as many as 1,800 homes.  

Haringey Council wants 
to sell the estate to a new 
joint venture company. It 
wants to do this without a 
ballot of residents and to 
make a 20 percent profit. 

A new residents’ group 
called Northumberland 
Park Decides has been 
launched. It demands a 
vote in a secret ballot on 
any demolition proposals, 
and proper repair and 
maintenance of the estate 
in the meantime.  

Paul Burnham
North London

 Strikes have  
 made the  
 union grow
NUT UNION reps are 
reporting that membership 
has gone up after last 
week’s strike. 

One rep said he has been 
trying to get a teacher to 
join for 20 years—she 
finally did on Monday and 
was on the picket line.

Another rep said their 
school faced an inspection 
from local authority officers 
after the school had just 

had a good Ofsted report. 
I told the rep to tell the 

head that staff were not 
prepared to go through this 
and were covered by the 
union’s action short of strike. 

Minutes later I got a 

message from the rep 
saying the head had agreed 
and inspectors were going 
to celebrate with staff 
instead.

Sally Kincaid
Leeds

 Has the EU scuppered a  
 new independence vote?
THE SCOTTISH National 
Party called for Scotland to 
have a second referendum 
so it can stay in the 
European Union (EU). 

But has this been fatally 
undermined by the EU’s 
cold response? 

The bosses’ club came to 
the brutal conclusion that 
Scotland is not in a position 
to bring enough political, 
economic and military 
assets to the table. 

Member states such as 
Spain feared supporting 

such a call would bolster 
Basque calls for 
independence. 

They will always put 
their national interests first 
and veto the EU supporting 
a call for a referendum.

For socialists who 
supported Lexit the EU’s 
reaction comes as no 
surprise.

A referendum without 
the promise of EU 
membership is likely to fail.

Adrian Jarvis
Stockport

Just a 
thought...

Teachers protest in London during last week’s strike 
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 HOW LIES
 CREATED
 CASE FOR 
 IRAQ WAR
Tony Blair did not go to war in Iraq because of ‘mistakes’ 
or ‘honestly held beliefs’—evidence given to the Chilcot 
inquiry exposes a deliberate process of lies to justify 
intervention, writes Nick Clark

T
ONY BLAIR lied to justify 
the 2003 war on Iraq—
and wanted regime 
change there since at 
least 2001. The Chilcot 
report into the war, pub-

lished last week, is explosive.
Its findings—and the evidence they 

are based on—are the strongest proof 
that Blair lied and plotted to launch 
the war that devastated Iraq.

Chilcot said judgements about Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) 
“were presented with a certainty that 
was not justified”. This careful and 
legalistic language is dynamite.

Yet the report does not accuse Blair 
of lying or even exaggerating. Instead 
it suggests that Blair’s decision to join 
the US in invading Iraq was a mis-
taken “matter of judgement”. It even 
accepts that Blair genuinely believed 
that Iraq had WMDs.

Yet the meat of the report—and the 
evidence submitted to the inquiry—
contradicts this.

It shows how Blair, along with 
some of his close ministers, civil serv-
ants and the intelligence services, set 
out to manufacture a case for war.

Blair had been contemplating 
regime change in Iraq since at least 
2001 (see page 12). He said as much 
when he gave evidence to the Chilcot 
Inquiry in 2011.

Blair said, “There were two ways 
of dealing with it—change of heart or 
change of regime. That was more or 
less as it remained throughout.”

In April 2002 Blair met then US 
president George Bush for private talks 
at Bush’s ranch in Crawford, Texas. 

The two used the meeting to work out 
how they could start a war in Iraq.

Evidence submitted to Chilcot shows 
Blair spent the weeks in the run-up to 
the meeting figuring out a plan.

Blair sent a memo to one of his 
advisers in March telling him that 
he needed to work out a “strategy” 
ahead of Crawford.

Blair said, “The persuasion job on 
this seems very tough. My own side 
are worried. Public opinion is fragile. 
International opinion—as I found at 
the EU—is pretty sceptical.

“Yet from a centre-left perspective, 

the case should be obvious. Saddam’s 
regime is a brutal, oppressive military 
dictatorship. So why isn’t it? Because 
people believe we are only doing it to 
support the US. And the immediate 
WMD problems don’t seem obviously 
worse than 3 years ago.”

He finished, “We have to re-order 
our story and message. Increasingly, 
I think it should be about the nature 
of the regime.”

Blair’s foreign secretary Jack Straw 
was in on the plot. In a memo to Blair 
on 25 March he voiced concern that 
most Labour MPs would oppose mili-
tary action against Iraq.

Straw said, “Colleagues know that 
Saddam and the Iraqi regime are bad. 
But we have a long way to go to con-
vince them as to

“a) The scale of the threat from Iraq 
and why this has got worse recently.

“b) What distinguishes the Iraqi 
threat from that of eg Iran or North 
Korea.

“c) the justification for any military 
action in terms of international law.”

Tellingly, he added, “The whole 
case against Iraq and in favour (if 
necessary) of military action needs to 
be narrated with reference to interna-
tional law.”

Chilcot said the Crawford meeting 
resulted in a “profound change in UK 
thinking”, with Blair accepting “the 
possibility that the UK might partici-
pate in a military invasion of Iraq”.

It was actually where Blair per-
suaded Bush to take a strategy that 
Chilcot referred to as “the UN route”. 
This was designed to ensure Britain’s 
involvement in the war.

It involved demanding that 
Saddam Hussein allowed weapons 
inspectors into Iraq, then seeking per-
mission from the UN Security Council 
to invade if inspectors were blocked.

It was never meant as an alter-
native to invasion—but was sold to 
Bush as the pathway to war.

B
UILDING UP support for 
that war was a crucial 
part of Blair’s strategy. 
He wanted to argue that 
Iraq had WMDs—and 
posed a real and imme-

diate threat.
To do this, Blair and his spin doctor 

Alastair Campbell commissioned a 
dossier on Iraq’s WMDs from Britain’s 
Joint Intelligence Committee (JIC). 

The Chilcot report acknowl-
edges that this dossier, published in 
September 2002, was intended to 
“make the case” for war. 

The intelligence used was false 
which is why it was dubbed the 
“dodgy” dossier (see page 12). But it 
is also controversial for having been 
“sexed up”—sensationalised—by 
Campbell.

An entire chapter of the report is 
given over to looking at how the dos-
sier was put together.

It shows that Campbell had signifi-
cant influence over the structure and 
language used.

And it describes several examples 
of Campbell suggesting draft changes 
and asking for rewrites before the 
dossier was published.

In his published diaries Campbell 
recalled a meeting with JIC chair 

John Scarlett “to go through what 
we needed to do communications 
wise to set the scene for Iraq, e.g. a 
WMD paper and other papers about 
Saddam”.

At first the dossier was to focus 
on WMDs in four countries—North 
Korea, Iran, Libya and Iraq. Bush had 
described these as an “axis of evil” in 
a speech that January.

But as the Chilcot report explained, 
“The threat from Iraq was viewed as 
less serious than that from other key 
countries of concern—Iran, Libya 
and North Korea.”

Straw was worried. After reading 
a draft on 8 March he commented, 
“Good, but should not Iraq be first 
and also have more text? The paper 
has to show why there is an excep-
tional threat from Iraq. It does not 
quite do this yet.”

This is because Iraq did not pose an 
“exceptional threat”.

Scarlett, who was in charge of pro-
ducing the dossier and apparently 
neutral, had a solution.

In a memo dated 15 March he com-
mented, “The foreign secretary felt 
that an earlier draft did not demon-
strate why Iraq posed a greater threat 
than other countries of concern.

“You may still wish to consider 
whether more impact could be 
achieved if the paper only covered 
Iraq. This would have the benefit of 
obscuring the fact that in terms of 
WMD, Iraq is not that exceptional.”

In the meantime Blair and Bush fol-
lowed their strategy in the UN as best 
they could. In the end they went to 
war without the UN Security Council 

resolution Blair wanted to justify it.
In the weeks before the invasion 

UN weapons inspector Hans Blix 
suggested that Iraq may not have 
the WMDs that Blair insisted were 
there. 

Another inspector, Mohammed  
El Baradei, said there was no evi-
dence that Iraq was building nuclear 
weapons. Blair ignored them both.

Chilcot’s report is clear that Blair’s 
decision to go to war at that point was 
wrong. It said, “Diplomatic options 
had not been exhausted. The point 
had not been reached where military 
action was the last resort.”

But the report starts to excuse 
Blair, even pinning some of the blame 
for the invasion on Iraq.

“Iraq had acted suspiciously over 
many years,” it said. This “led to the 
inferences drawn by the government 
and the intelligence community that 
it had been seeking to protect con-
cealed WMD assets”.

T
HE REPORT also seems 
to accept the idea that 
Blair had been look-
ing for an alternative to 
regime change.

“The US was explic-
itly seeking to achieve a change of 
regime; the UK to achieve the disar-
mament of Iraq, as required by UN 
Security Council resolutions,” it said.

It squares the circle by explaining, 
“The belief that the best way to influ-
ence US policy towards the direction 
preferred by the UK was to commit 
full and unqualified support, and seek 
to persuade from the inside.”

The report is even softer on Straw 
and Campbell. It seems to take at face 
value Straw’s claims that his memos 
to Blair were all about finding a 
“peaceful solution”.

Even more remarkably, the report 
finds that Campbell’s control over the 
JIC’s dodgy dossier was not evidence 
“that No.10 improperly influenced 
the text”.

If the conclusions seem wilfully 
blind to what the evidence shows, 
that’s probably because they are.

The Chilcot team—made up of 
three knights and a baroness—was 
seen as a safe pair of hands to deal 

with the inquiry. One of them once 
wrote a speech for Blair justifying 
“humanitarian intervention”—in 
other words, war. John Chilcot has 
worked for both MI5 and MI6.

One of their major worries was 
that the war—particularly the dodgy 
dossier—had “produced a damag-
ing legacy”. It had undermined “trust 
and confidence in government state-
ments, particularly those which rely 
on intelligence which cannot be inde-
pendently verified”.

The point of the inquiry was to 
show that the government and the 
state could “learn lessons” from the 
disaster and regain people’s trust. 

Finding that Blair deliberately lied 
to take Britain to war—and that gov-
ernment minsters, civil servants and 
the intelligence services colluded—
doesn’t help that.

Instead the report found that  
combining intelligence with the 
government’s “interpretation and  
presentation of the evidence in order 
to make the case for policy action” in 
the dodgy dossier was “a mistake”.

And it says the JIC should have car-
ried out a “formal reassessment” of 
Iraq’s WMDs before the war started. 
But it stops there.

The report is damning for Blair—
in as gentle and apologetic a way as  
possible—for what it calls his poor 
judgement and mistakes. Everyone else 
just about gets away with it. Sort of.

But the report tells us what many 
knew already—the Iraq war was a 
disaster and, along with the US, the 
British state is to blame. 

Its authors can’t hide that.

There is one terrorist 
in this world that the 
world needs to be 
aware of and his name 
is Tony Blair, the 
world’s worst 
terrorist.”
Sarah O’Connor
whose brother, 
Bob, a soldier,  
was killed

‘‘  I don’t think Blair 
believed what he was 
saying. He knew that 
he was manufacturing 
and massaging the 
intelligence reports.”
Reg Keys,
whose son 
Tom, a soldier,  
was killed

‘‘ 

PROTEST IN Baghdad against the bombing of the Shia shrine of the 
Golden Mosque in Samarra, 2007 (top) Men pray near the bodies of 
bomb-attack victims in Baiji, 2007 (above) 	

WOMEN WALK past  
the scene of a car-bomb attack 
in Kirkuk in 2007 (below). The 
car bomb targeted the traffic 
police chief of Kirkuk, killing 
at least seven people and 
wounding 50 others 	
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 Blair backed 
 regime
 change to
 court Bush
Downing Street accused Iraq 
of having weapons of mass 
destruction in a bid to distract us 
from its real war aims
BRITAIN HAS closely allied 
itself to US interests since the 
decline of the British Empire. 
This explains why it was so keen 
to support the war on Iraq, which 
was waged for oil and US power.

Chilcot said the “close strategic 
alliance with the US has been a cor-
nerstone of the UK’s foreign and 
security policy since the Second 
World War”.

The report added, “Mr Blair 
rightly attached great importance 
to preserving and strengthening it.”

Regime change in Iraq had been 
official US policy since 1998. After 
the 11 September attacks on the 
World Trade Centre in 2001, US 
president George Bush set his sights 
on seeing that policy through.

The Chilcot report described 
how the attacks “changed percep-
tions about the severity and like-
lihood of the threat from interna-
tional terrorism.

“Governments felt a responsibility 
to act to anticipate and reduce risks 
before they turned into a threat.”

Blair declared that Britain would 
stand “shoulder to shoulder” with 
the US and joined an invasion of 
Afghanistan in October that year. 
The invasion followed a meeting 
between Blair and Bush at the White 
House just a few weeks earlier.

Christopher Meyer, then British 
ambassador in Washington, claims 
Bush had told Blair, “When we have 
dealt with Afghanistan, we must 
come back to Iraq.”

Chilcot said that for Blair, stand-
ing “shoulder to shoulder” with the 
US meant “an essential demon-
stration of solidarity with the UK’s  
principal ally as well as being in the 
UK’s long-term national interests”.

The report added that Britain 
“could not share the US objective 
of regime change” due to “extensive 
legal advice”.

Yet evidence given to the inquiry 
suggests Blair was already contem-
plating regime change. 

That December the head of MI6 at 
the time, Richard Dearlove, passed 

three papers on Iraq to Blair’s policy 
adviser David Manning. One said 
that the removal of Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein “remains a prize 
because it could give new security 
to oil supplies”.

Getting rid of Hussein would also 
“open political horizons in the GCC 
[Gulf Cooperation Council] states, 
remove a threat to Jordan/Israel.”

The paper suggested a “route 
map” for regime change that 
focused on building support for a 
coup against Hussein.

Shortly afterwards, Blair sent a 
paper to Bush suggesting “a strat-
egy for regime change in Iraq”.

It said, “This would build over 
time until the point was reached 
where ‘military action could be 
taken if necessary’, without losing 
international support.”

Chilcot said Blair argued that, 
“when a rebellion occurred, the 
US and UK should ‘back it militar-
ily’. That was the first step towards 
a policy of possible intervention in 
Iraq.”

TWO MILLION people joined the anti-war march in London on 15 February 2003	 Picture: Jess Hurd

Contempt for the millions who marched
THE anti-war movement 
gets a brief mention in 
the Chilcot report. 

It said, “On 15 
February, as part of a 
weekend of worldwide 
protests, a march 
organised by the Stop 
the War coalition, the 
Campaign for Nuclear 

Disarmament and the 
Muslim Association of 
Britain took place in 
London.

“The police described 
it as the UK’s biggest ever 
demonstration.”

The report also 
reveals Blair’s contempt 
for the anti-war 

movement. Blair sent 
a secret memo to US 
president George Bush 
dated 26 March 2003. 

In it he complained 
of the “fatuous irony 
of millions of liberal-
minded people taking to 
the streets effectively to 
defend the most illiberal 

regime on earth”.
In fact very few of 

the protesters defended 
Saddam Hussein’s 
regime. But they could 
see, correctly, that the 
death and destruction 
caused by Bush and 
Blair’s invasion would be 
catastrophic.

Blair’s lies about the weapons of mass destruction
THE REPORT slammed Blair 
for his claim that there were 
weapons of mass destruction 
(WMDs) in Iraq.

Blair used the “dodgy dossier” 
published in 2002 to make the 
case for war by insisting that 
Iraq had WMDs.

He insisted in his foreword 
to the dossier that “what the 
assessed intelligence has 
established beyond doubt is 
that Saddam has continued to 
produce chemical and biological 
weapons, that he continues in 
his efforts to develop nuclear 
weapons, and that he has been 
able to extend the range of his 
ballistic missile programme”.

In a speech to parliament, Blair 
said the dossier was “extensive, 
detailed and authoritative”. Yet 

the Chilcot report found that this 
was baseless.

The report said, “The assessed 
intelligence had not established 
beyond doubt either that Saddam 
Hussein had continued to 
produce chemical and biological 
weapons or that efforts to develop 
nuclear weapons continued.

“It also stated that Iraq had 
the means to deliver chemical 
and biological weapons. It did 
not say that Iraq had continued 
to produce weapons.

“The dossier made clear that, 
as long as sanctions remained 
effective, Iraq could not produce 
a nuclear weapon.”

Reports produced by MI6 
and the Joint Intelligence 
Committee (JIC) made 
“judgements” rather than 

certainties 
about Iraq’s 
WMDs.

A JIC 
report earlier 
that year 
admitted that, 
“Intelligence 
on Iraq’s 
weapons 
of mass 
destruction 
(WMD) and 

ballistic missiles programmes is 
sporadic and patchy.”

The Chilcot report said the 
inquiry did not question “Mr 
Blair’s belief” that Iraq had 
WMDs. It added that these 
beliefs did not match the JIC’s 
assessments.

“The deliberate selection of a 

formulation which grounded the 
statement [in the foreword] in 
what Mr Blair believed, rather 
than in the judgements which 
the JIC had actually reached in 
its assessment of the intelligence, 
indicates a distinction between 
his beliefs and the JIC’s actual 
judgements,” it said.

Yet Chilcot criticised the JIC 
for not making it clear to Blair 
that the dossier didn’t prove that 
Iraq had WMDs.

But as the report 
acknowledged, “The dossier was 
designed to ‘make the case’ and 
secure parliamentary and public 
support for the government’s 
position that action was urgently 
required.”

Blair’s words were entirely in 
keeping with that aim.

Sir John Chilcot
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Film’s focus on change should be directed at system
FILM
THE HARD STOP 
Directed by George Amponsah
In cinemas Friday 15 July

THE POLICE killing of 
Mark Duggan in 2011 
rekindled the tensions 
that have existed for 
generations. 

This enjoyable new 
film by George Amponsah 
reflects on the riots it 
sparked and explores the 
lives of Mark’s friends 
Kurtis and Marcus in the 
years following.

Despite the emotionally 
charged topic the film has 

some genuinely funny 
moments and highlights 
the police racism faced by 
black people. 

Marcus was charged 
with instigating the riots— 
he serves 32 months in 
prison during the course 
of the film. 

It also tracks Kurtis’ 
difficulties in finding work 
due to earlier convictions. 

Lack of opportunities 
was one of the driving 
forces behind the riots. 

Kurtis describes how 
difficult he is finding 
it to stay “straight” 
when he is denied job 
after job because of his 

record. He says he and 
his family would be 
better off economically 
if he returned to pushing 
cocaine. 

Through Marcus and 
Kurtis, we get a glimpse 
into a system that is 
stacked against them from 
birth because of racism 
and class. 

We see them trying to 
navigate the system while 
continuing their fight for 
justice for Mark.

However the film does 
not offer any solutions. 

It ends with the Tolstoy 
quote—“Everyone thinks 
of changing the world, but 

no-one thinks of changing 
himself.”

The irony is that 
changing yourself does not 
work when you live in a 
rotten system. 

Kurtis’ happy ending 
is being able to clean 
toilets in a minimum wage 
job. He previously had 
to commute to Norwich 
because it was the only 
place he could get work. 

This is not a world we 
should accept—it is not us 
as individuals who need 
to change. It’s the racist 
system we live under that 
we have to fight.
Kate Hurford

Exodus is a unique record 
of the resilience of refugees
The BBC’s exploration of the refugee crisis in Europe exposes the impact of 
racist immigration controls on desperate people, writes Margaret Woods
AN EXTRAORDINARY  new 
three‑part documentary turns a 
spotlight on the largest movement 
of people since the Second World 
War that has seen millions of refu‑
gees forced to flee to Europe. 

Exodus: Our Journey to Europe 
airs on BBC2 this week. It combines 
a professional film crew and footage 
filmed by refugees on camera phones. 

The first episode covers the refu-
gees’ lives and journeys and moves 
between the Turkish port of Izmir, 
Aleppo in Syria and the Greek Islands. 

We meet Tarek and his lively 
eleven year old daughter, Isra’a. 
She is an engaging mix of streetwise 
and touchingly naive as she dodges 
between the illegal street stalls 
watching for police raids. 

Syrian refugees cannot work 
legally in Turkey and run these stalls 
to earn enough to live and continue 
their journey. 

Tarek is unwilling to take the sea 
journey after the much-publicised 
tragic death of three year old Aylan 
Kurdi last summer. 

Rubble
Hassan is a teacher who fled after 
being arrested on a demo. Scenes of 
his previously happy life in Aleppo 
with his nice apartment and commu-
nal swimming pool are contrasted 
with Aleppo now, a city reduced to 
rubble. Sobbing traumatised toddlers 
run from the bombs. 

He negotiates with smugglers for a 
ticket on a boat to Greece and discov-
ers that they lie. The boats are over-
crowded and the lifejackets are fake. 
His first attempt fails when the boat 
nearly sinks.

What becomes clear is that none of 
these people were poor. 

Before the war they had businesses 
or professions. They sold all their 
property to make the journey. 

When Tarek and 16 of his extended 
family eventually get on a boat he 
pays over £10,000.

When Hassan reaches Greece he 
only has the clothes on his back. His 
luggage was lost on the sinking boat.  

One of the family comments that 
nobody would leave their home and 
risk their children’s lives in the sea if 
there was any other choice.

The documentary captures the 
constant change and uncertainty in 

refugees’ lives as they move between 
hope and fear for the future. 

And when they finally reach 
Greece they don’t find the Europe of 
their dreams. Instead there is chaos, 
squalor, political hostility and legal 
barriers.

It brings out the resilience of people 
in the most adverse circumstances. 

Their conversations are full of 
references to bombs and death but 
there is hope for a new life as they 
support and encourage each other to 
continue.

This is a moving portrait of an 

epic journey told in an intimate 
way. It gives voice to refugees in 
a manner that is fairly unusual in 
documentaries. 

It is also crammed full of infor-
mation about every aspect of the 
situation. 

The second and third episodes 
promise to continue in the same way. 
This is riveting and harrowing view-
ing but as a record of a human situa-
tion unique in modern times it is well 
worth watching.
Exodus: Our Journey to Europe 
Available on bbc.co.uk/iplayer

REFUGEES ARRIVED from Macedonia waiting for papers to be processed in Presevo Serbia	

The killing of Mark Duggan 
sparked riots in 2011

RADIO
THE PRICE OF PFI
Radio 4, available on iplayer 
bbc.in/29aQRRD

CRUMBLING SCHOOLS and 
fire risk hospitals feature in 
this radio programme that 
aired last week. 

It shines a spotlight on 
Private Finance Initiative 
(PFI) projects promoted 
by successive Tory and 
Labour governments—
and provides useful 
ammunition for activists.

Fat cats who trousered 
billions of public money 
have stitched up PFI 
contracts to keep us paying 
when it all goes wrong.

The rule seems to be 
the more fundamental the 

buildings are, the worse 
deal the public gets.

Teams of lawyers 
negotiate in secret to let the 
corporate vultures get away 
with as much as possible. 

Politicians claimed that 
PFI would provide high 
quality buildings and the 
state paid contractors a 
premium for that over 
decades of repayments, 
instead of paying building 
costs upfront.

But the programme 
questions why public 
bodies are paying more 
than they bargained for.
Raymie Kiernan

THEATRE
BACKSTAGE IN BISCUIT 
LAND
Battersea Arts Centre, London, 
19-23 July bit.ly/28XTqE4

JESS THOM has Tourettes, 
a condition that makes 
her say ‘biscuit’ 16,000 
times a day. Her unusual 
neurology gives her a 
unique perspective on life, 
one she’s about to unleash 
on the world.

This two-woman solo 
show weaves comedy, 
puppetry, singing, and 
incredible tics to explore 
spontaneity, creativity, 
disability, and things you 
never knew would make 
you laugh.

Geranium bashing and 
penguin group sex may 
or may not feature—no 
two shows can ever 
be the same. Thom is 
neurologically incapable of 
staying on script, and that’s 
when the fun begins.

Crooks in suits?
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O
NE OF the 
great strug-
gles of the 
20th century 
b roke  ou t  
80 years ago 

this month when General 
Francisco Franco launched 
a military coup in Spain.

Democracy had only 
existed in Spain for five 
years and Franco expected a 
quick victory. But he hadn’t 
counted on the revolution-
ary movement that his coup 
unleashed.

In 1936 Spanish society 
was brittle. The monarchy 
had collapsed a few years 
earlier and a Republic was 
established in 1931.

Struggles broke out after 
the Republic failed to keep 
promises on land reform and 
improved living standards.

An anarchist uprising in 
Barcelona in January 1933 
was brutally crushed. A gen-
eral strike was called in 1934. 

But its leaders got cold feet 
and it only took root in one 
area—the northern province 
of Asturias.

There armed miners fought 
security forces, led by Franco, 
for two weeks before they were 
beaten. 

Some 3,000 miners were 
slaughtered, 10,000 wounded 
and 40,000 workers jailed. 

Workers’ alliances sprung 
up across the country but were 
derailed by reformist politicians. 

Two pro-capitalist Republican 
parties, the Communist Party, 
the Socialist Party, the UGT 
union federation and other 
groups agreed an electoral pact.

This “Popular Front” ignored 
class and political differences to 
try and achieve unity. In prac-
tice it subordinated the left to 
the right.

Pact
Yet the anarchist leaders of the 
CNT union federation approved 
the pact and the far left Poum 
party rubber stamped it. 

The Popular Front was elected 
in February 1936. Workers’ mis-
trust of the government’s prom-
ises saw them begin to put them 
into practice themselves.

Within days workers in 
Valencia were breaking down 
the doors of prisons. Peasants 
began occupying the land. By 
April, strikes had spread across 
the country.

The extreme right was also 
on the move. On the day of the 
election Franco and others said 
the new government must not 
be allowed to take office.

Sections of the upper and 
middle classes were horrified by 
the strikes and felt threatened.

Fascists began a campaign of 
violence against the government 
and the left. The government 
ignored the right and clamped 
down on workers instead.

In July Franco began the fas-
cist uprising. 

At the time he was in com-
mand of the Spanish army in 
Morocco, then a colony. German 
and Italian military planes took 
his troops to Spain.

In Seville and Zaragoza 

thousands of workers were 
rounded up. Many were shot. 
The whole province of Navarre 
was in fascist hands within 24 
hours of the coup.

But widespread militant anti-
fascism, particularly in working 
class areas, blocked Franco.

The government discouraged 
this resistance. It initially refused 
to distribute arms to workers.

Instead it called for people 
to rely on the army—despite 
the fact that large sections had 
already gone over to Franco. 

Workers and peasants took 
things into their own hands. 
Everywhere the fascists met 
resistance but in many places 
the strength of Franco’s forces 
meant it quickly crumbled.

But in most major cities, and 
many areas of the countryside, 
the coup was held back.

The bulk of the organised 
working class was firmly estab-
lished in Barcelona, capital of 
the semi-independent province 
of Catalonia, where the strug-
gle against the coup quickly 

became a revolution.
Armed units of the CNT, 

the FAI federation of anar-
chist groups, and the Poum 
immediately went into action. 
Barricades were built and arms 
stores ransacked.

One worker remembered 
“militants seizing everything 
they could find, from shot-
guns in shops to dynamite in 
the docks. A group of anarchist 
dockworkers made off with all 
the guns in the harbour.”

So strong was the response 
that a section of the security 
forces joined it. As one worker 
recalled, “It was unforgettable. 
The Guardia Civil on the peo-
ple’s side! We knew we must 
win now.”

By the next day the pro-
Franco uprising had been 
defeated.

Within hours Companys, 
Catalonia’s president, had the 
anarchist leaders ushered in 
to see him. “Today you are the 
masters of the city,” he told 
them. “Everything is in your 
power. If you do not need me 
as president of Catalonia tell 
me now.”

The anarchists didn’t take 
power. Instead a central militia 
committee was set up to organ-
ise the armed units. 

Workers were taking over 
factories, transport, food dis-
tribution and hospitals. The 

whole state was almost com-
pletely under workers’ control.

R
AIL worker Narciso 
Julian said, “It was 
incredible,  the 
proof in practice 
of what one knows 
in history.  The 

power and the strength of the 
masses when they take to the 
streets. 

“The city blossomed red and 
black flags, red and black neck-
erchiefs, banners and slogans.   
Almost no one wore hats and 
ties, the bourgeoisie went out 
in old clothes; overalls were the 
dress of the day.”

Workers set about destroying 
the trappings of the Catholic 
society that had oppressed 
them. Women came to the fore. 
Within weeks abortion was 
legalised, birth control infor-
mation published and marriage 
rights turned upside down.

Many other areas of Spain 
followed. Workers’ militias 
replaced armed forces and 
police. Revolution was the way 
to beat Franco.

The government was in 
power, but its physical means 
of enforcing that power had dis-
appeared. It was forced to rule 
in conjunction with workers’ 
organisations.

In Barcelona the revolution 
was deepening. One factory 
after another was taken over 
by workers. Unions ran whole 
industries. And in Aragon, vil-
lage anti-fascist committees 
were set up, property rights 
destroyed and large landown-
ers driven off.

But Franco’s forces were 
moving closer to the capital 
Madrid. It was imperative that 
some form of centralisation 

REVOLUTION 
AND WAR IN 
SPAIN, 1936
This month marks 80 years since fascist General Franco’s 
coup in Spain sparked resistance that quickly turned to 
revolt. Socialist Worker looks at how it could have won

Workers 
destroyed the 
trappings of a 
society that 
oppressed them

‘‘ 
A Poum poster urging
workers to fight 
onwards to victory

LEARN MORE
lBlood of Spain 
by Ronald Fraser, £15 

lRevolution and Counter 
Revolution in Spain 
by Felix Morrow  
bit.ly/29ss4YH 

lLand and Freedom 
A film by Ken Loach

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

and discipline was organised—
the question was, under whose 
control?

In  Augus t  Companys 
approached CNT and Poum 
leaders and suggested the for-
mation of a council. Tragically 
they agreed—and were incor-
porated into the Catalonian 
government.

The same process was hap-
pening elsewhere. The CNT 
and Poum leaders entered 
Basque and Valencian regional 
governments. 

Anarchist leaders of the CNT 
believed their control of facto-
ries and militias meant capital-
ism had disappeared. Leaders of 
the Poum followed a strategy of 
not criticising the CNT, believ-
ing they could win them over to 
confronting state power.

Control
Only the establishment of a 
workers’ state could wrest con-
trol from the old ruling classes 
and transform society.

Yet the new Catalan govern-
ment’s first act was to dissolve 
all the revolutionary commit-
tees. Within weeks a land decree 
was imposed prohibiting the 
division of estates not belonging 
to fascists. Even more significant 
was a decree disarming workers.

Neither the leaders of the 
CNT nor the Poum opposed 
these measures. 

The government had put faith 
in Britain, France and Russia 
coming to Spain’s aid. To ensure 
this, it was necessary to stifle 
any revolutionary fervour.

But only Russia sent aid—
slowly and at a cost. 

Supporting revolution from 
below abroad did not fit with 
dictator Stalin’s efforts to snuff 
out the memory of the Bolshevik 
revolution at home.

The Republican government, 
instead of spreading revolution, 
held it back to maintain the 
Popular Front alliance. Then it 
turned on the left.

Tensions came to a head in 
Barcelona in May 1937. The 
assault guards, one of the police 
forces that existed before the 
revolution, was sent to take con-
trol of the CNT-controlled tele-
phone exchange.

Workers responded with guns 
and barricades. Strikes broke 
out all over Barcelona. They 
resisted the police. But the revolt 
was crushed.

The Communist Party 
Stalinists undermined the 
revolution. 

And forces to its left 
did not build up and 
centralise the workers’ 

committees and militias. 
I n s t e a d  t h e y  j o i n e d  

governments whose aim was the 
destruction of workers’ power.

The Russian revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky said, “The Spanish 
proletariat fell victim to a coa-
lition composed of imperialists, 
Spanish Republicans, Socialists, 
anarchists, Stalinists, and on the 
left flank, the Poum.”

It took Franco another four 
years to finally defeat the rev-
olution. But the outcome was  
four decades of fascism and the 
most terrible repression.

Between July 1936 and 
May 1937 the revolution in 
Catalonia could have spread 

across Republican Spain 
and into fascist-controlled 
Spain too. It would have 
been the best way of both 
smashing Franco and 
bringing socialist change.

THEY SHALL not 
pass! Republican 
banner in Madrid 
(top) and part of 
artist Picasso’s 
Guernica (above) 
depicting the 
impact of fascist 
bombing

MILITIA FIGHTERS against Franco in 1936

Spain’s fascist dictator—General Franco

Uptick of struggle reflects a 
political crisis in the US

Alistair Farrow spoke 
to activists from the 
US about the growing 
movement against 
racist attacks—and for 
a better system

ANGER AT the killing of 
Alton Sterling in Louisiana 
and Philando Castile in 
Minnesota has underlined 
the continuing racism of US 
society. 

And the police reaction to 
the protests that followed has 
confirmed it.

Last weekend Osagyefo 
Sekou was in the St Paul’s 
suburb of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, where Philando 
Castile was murdered by 
police on Wednesday of 
last week. He is from the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation 
organisation. 

“The police are continually 
escalating their violence,” 
Osagyefo told Socialist 
Worker. “Over 100 arrests 
were made in Minneapolis on 
Saturday night alone.”

Samuel Sinyangwe from 
campaign group Campaign 
Zero agreed. “In cities 
across America, police are 
responding to peaceful 
protests with provocation, 
violence, and unconstitutional 
arrests,” he said. 

Protests have taken place 
daily, with people blocking 
highways and facing down 
fierce police repression. 

“This is an uptick,” said 
Osagyefo. “There’s a mix 
of different kinds of people 
on the protests, first time 
protesters and older activists.”

Last year police in the US 
killed 1,134 people.

Black people are the most 
likely group to be the victims 
of police attacks. In 2015 they 
were nine times more likely 
to be killed by police in the 
US than any other group.

The recent protests are a 
response to specific examples 
of police violence but also a 
rebellion against the system 
that produces violence and 
racism. Osagyefo said the 
movement is uneven. 

“The Black Lives Matter 
movement has taken on the 
same meaning as the Civil 
Rights movement,” he said. 
“There are many different 

groups that are organising in 
local areas.”

James Flint was until 
recently a Black Lives Matter 
organiser in Oakland, 
California. He was on a 
Black Lives Matter protest 
in Brixton last Saturday (see 
page 4). 

James told Socialist 
Worker, “People are being 
pushed out of their homes 
and onto the streets.

“You can only push people 
so far before they start using 
guns.”

The recent protests are the 
largest in two years and have 
reignited a movement that 
has the potential to deliver 
social change.

They are part of the same 
process that has fuelled the 
$15 an hour movement, 
the protests against Donald 
Trump, recent high-profile 
strikes and support for Bernie 
Sanders.

The protests have exposed 
the hypocrisy at the heart of 
Barack Obama’s presidency. 

His responses to the killing 
of police officers by an army 
veteran and to the state 
murder of unarmed black 
people have been wildly 
different.

“The vast majority of police 
officers are doing a really 
good job,” said Obama in a 
speech last Sunday. 

He said the vast majority of 
officers “are trying to protect 
people, and do so fairly and 
without racial bias”.

Yet he said protesters who 
criticised the police could say 
things about cops that were 
“stupid or imprudent or over-
harsh.”

Racism has not been 
fundamentally challenged by 
having a black president. 

Yet the inspirational surge 
in protest contrasts with 
Obama’s inability to deliver 
justice.

“At this point I have 
no sense of where we’re 
heading,” said Osagyefo.

 “But there’s a political 
crisis taking place in 
American society and 
the police’s response has been 
to continue to repress.

“So our response must be 
to continue to resist.”

PROTESTERS IN Baton Rouge, Louisiana, last week

BACK STORY
Angry protests followed the 
police killing of two black 
men in the US last week
lThe protests have been an 
outlet for deeper anger at 
the racism in US society
lThey are part of a process 
that has seen strikes and 
support for Bernie Sanders
lPeople who have never 
been on protests are joining 
older activists on the streets
lUS president Barack 
Obama chose to defend the 
cops as protests continue

The protests 
have exposed 
the hypocrisy of 
Obama’s 
presidency
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 Backing for Trident ‘won’t save jobs’
by DAVE SEWELL in Brighton

THE POWERFUL Unite 
union will call on Labour 
MPs to vote with the Tories 
to back the renewal of the 
Trident nuclear missile  
system next week.

The policy was passed by 
a large majority at Unite’s 
conference in Brighton on 
Monday. Around 30 del-
egates spoke in a lengthy 
debate.

General secretary Len 
McCluskey put forward a 
statement from the union's 
executive committee. 

Like existing policy, it sup-
ports nuclear disarmament 
“in principle” but prioritises 
the defence of Trident jobs.

Goal
McCluskey welcomed Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn’s call 
for diversification of Trident 
jobs and argued for pursuing 
this as a long term goal.

But he said, “In 2016, a 
vote not to renew those sub-
marines is a vote to destroy 
those jobs. We can call for 
measures to protect them, 

but under this government 
that will not happen.”

Several speakers called 
this a “fudge”.

Vanessa O’Sullivan said, 
“A principle is not a principle 
unless you stick to it”. 

She said the executive 
position “gives a free pass to 
right wing politicians”.

Dave Kirk said it was a 
recipe for passivity. “It says 
we can’t act on our opposi-
tion to nuclear weapons until 
we get a government that 
gives a ‘cast iron guarantee’ 
on jobs. 

“But we won’t get such a 
government unless we get 
fighting now.”

Supporting the execu-
tive, many workers spoke of 
the devastating effect of job 
losses. 

Others said that Unite is “a 
union not a political party”—
though McCluskey rightly 
insisted that political cam-
paigning is important.

Steve O’Connell said the 
executive statement would 
damage Corbyn. He said, “It 
will be used by our enemies 
and Jeremy’s enemies.”

But McCluskey said, “This 

isn’t about stabbing Jeremy in 
the back.” He spoke of “long 
discussions” with Corbyn, 
who “understands our posi-
tion”.

McCluskey ’s  opening 
speech, stressing that “unity 
is the most important thing”, 
hinted at the reason for the 
compromise.

Delegates from the Trident 
workforce made this overt, 
warning of potential mass 
defections to the GMB union. 
One called anti-Trident 
motions “the biggest possible 
recruitment ad for GMB”.

Steve Sweeney pointed out 
that the 2014 conference’s 
“brave decision” to oppose 

fracking hadn’t stopped Unite 
organising fracking workers.

Many speakers argued 
against counterposing jobs 
and disarmament. Defence 
worker Brett Davis said, “Tri-
dent is not a job defender, it’s 
a job destroyer”.

He explained, “The defence 
sector is shrinking massively. 

Supporting Trident doesn’t 
address that decline—it’s 
only about managing decline. 

“If we are serious about 
jobs we need to put ourselves 
in the vanguard of fighting for 
solutions for the 21st century.

Skills
“We need investment in pro-
ductive sectors of the econ-
omy—and we can’t do that 
while Trident is sucking up 
money and skills.”

Chris Trestrail pointed to 
former defence workers who 
now make train carriages.

He said, “If we don’t make 
a case that our skills can be 
useful, we will just get attack 
and attack and attack.”

Other delegates talked 
about renewable energy.

For the first time the 
Labour Party leadership sup-
ports such diversification. 

Brett said, “Opportunities 
like this don’t come often. We 
need to seize the day and get 
off the fence.”

LEN MCCLUSKEY (left) backs Trident—but will that harm Jeremy Corbyn?�

More online
For more from Unite confer-
ence go to bit.ly/29AsK13 
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SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

BOLTON
Thu 28 Jul, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY

BRADFORD
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ

DONCASTER
Wed 20 Jul,  7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH

HARLOW
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St, L7 7DX

LONDON: KINGSTON
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT

MANCHESTER: 
CITY CENTRE
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

MEDWAY
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St
ME4 4BP

SWANSEA
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

After Chilcot—blood 
on Blair’s hands

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

CHESTERFIELD
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
ESSEX
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Thu 4 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
HULL
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Relax Coffee House,
Newland Avenue,
HU5 3BG
POOLE
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Mon 18 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB
TELFORD
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Muhammad Ali—a fighter 
against racism and war
Thu 21 Jul, 6.30pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BRIGHTON
Can Corbyn defeat the right?
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
From slavery and the Klan 
to police murder—what 
is wrong with the US?
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay, 
BN1 1AF
BURNLEY
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Do we need violence 
to get a revolution?
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue 
(off Clarendon Rd),
CB2 8DB
CARDIFF
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
The Kurdish movement
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
COLCHESTER
How do we fight 
against racism?
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,
CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
The Anthropocene and the 
global ecological crisis
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB

DUNDEE
Why we need a stronger 
anti-racism movement
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
Can workers in France 
beat the government?
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

EXETER
System change not 
climate change
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St,
EX4 6AW

GLASGOW: SOUTH
The war on drugs—what 
do socialists say?
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St,
G42 7RA
HUDDERSFIELD
Artificial intelligence—
utopia or dystopia?
Wed 20 Jul, 6.30pm, 
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LANCASTER
Are we heading for 
another economic slump?
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove 
(very close to the  
station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Black lives matter—the fight 
against racism in the US
Wed 20 Jul, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW2 1EP
LONDON: HARINGEY
What would a revolution 
look like?
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: NEWHAM
What would a revolution 
look like?
Wed 20 Jul, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
After the EU referendum, 
where next for the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure 
Centre (Room 2),
Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St),
SE5 8TS
NEWCASTLE
Pride and anti-racism
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 21 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Muhammad Ali—a fighter 
against racism and war
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
POOLE
How do we fight 
for the NHS?
Mon 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St, BH15 1DB
ROTHERHAM
Black lives matter—the fight 
against racism in the US
Wed 10 Aug, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St, S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
The music of resistance
Thu 21 Jul, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB
YORK
Muhammad Ali—a fighter 

against racism and war
Wed 20 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BIRMINGHAM
Unwelcome Tory Conference 
to Birmingham 2016
Sun 2 Oct, 12 noon.
Go to Unwelcome Tory Party 
Conference to Birmingham 
2016 on Facebook
COVENTRY
Demonstrate—Stop 
Fascist Britain First—
Not Welcome Here
Sat 30 Jul, 12 noon.
Go toDemonstrate—Stop 
Fascist Britain First—Not 
Welcome Here on Facebook
DORCHESTER
Report back from 
Convoy to Calais
Mon 1 Aug, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Book launch—1966 
And Not All That 
with Mark Perryman and 
Michael Lavalette.
Tue 26 Jul, 6.30pm, 
Bookmarks Bookshop,
1 Bloomsbury Street,
WC1B 3QE.
The Refugees’ Story
Sun 17 Jul, 4-8pm,
Ecology Pavilion, Haverfield Rd 
(off Grove Rd), Mile End Park, 
E3 5TW.
Photo exhibition, videos, poetry, 
music, dance, food. Free entry.
Sponsored by Medicins 
San Frontiere, Stand Up to 
Racism, United East End, 
LGBT+ against Islamophobia, 
Tower Hamlets Unison, 
Tower Hamlets BMA, 
Tower Hamlets NUT
NATIONAL
Demonstrate—No to 
austerity. No to racism. 
Tories must go.
Sat 16 Jul, 12 noon,
BBC HQ, Portland Place,
London W1.
Organised by the People’s 
Assembly and Stand 
Up to Racism
Stand Up to Racism 
Conference
Sat 8 Oct, 10am, 
Friends House,
173-177 Euston Rd,
NW1 2BJ.
Conference themes
• Refugees Welcome
• No to Islamophobia 
and Antisemitism
• Black Lives Matter
• Stop scapegoating 
immigrants
• Yes to Diversity
standuptoracism.org.uk
Marxism and Nature
Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am, 
Central London,
WC2E 9RZ.
This one day conference, 
hosted by the International 
Socialism journal, will explore 
the relevance of Marxist 
ideas to our understanding 
of environmental issues.
isj.org.uk
SCOTLAND
Marxism Festival 
Scotland 2016
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St, Glasgow,
G2 4JP

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

 BOOKMARKS 
the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London, WC1B 3QE

020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 Socialist Worker	 13 July 2016

Blood on his hands		         Picture: Guy Smallman
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IN BRIEF 

Protest against the 
EDL Nazis in London
UNITE AGAINST Fascism 
(UAF) has called a counter-
protest against the Nazi 
English Defence League (EDL) 
in London this Saturday.

The EDL plans to protest in 
the capital to whip up racism 
and hate. 

It says that its protest 
is partly against “Muslim 
grooming gangs” and partly 
against the “creeping Sharia” 
it ludicrously claims the 
election of Labour’s Sadiq 
Khan as London mayor has 
ushered in.

The UAF protest will 
assemble from 12 noon in the 
City of London. 
lGo to Demonstrate! London 
Calling..Fascist EDL not welcome 
in London on Facebook

Roma genocide 
commemoration
AN EVENT to remember 
Roma who were killed by 
fascists during the Second 
World War will take place in 
London on Tuesday 2 August.

It assembles at 12 noon 
at the Hyde Park Holocaust 
Memorial.

More Weymouth bus 
strikes on timetable 
AROUND 110 bus drivers 
based at Weymouth and 
Bridport were set to strike 
for three days this week in a 
continuation of their eight-
month dispute over pay. 

They are protesting that 
they are paid less than any 
other First Bus drivers in the 
whole of England and want a 
decent pay rise. 

The Weymouth and 
Bridport drivers earn about 
£8.80 an hour while First 
Group drivers in Yeovil are on 
£9.50 an hour. 

Drivers working for rival 
firms in Bournemouth and 
Poole earn nearly £2 an hour 
more. 

Protest in support 
of Corbyn in York
AROUND 140 supporters of 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn  
protested on Friday of last 
week in York. 

The event was called by 
York Momentum.

Many brought homemade 
placards and strong speeches 
were made against Labour’s 
right wing.

New moves in the 
steel closures fight 
TATA STEEL announced this 
week that it will put the sale 
of its British business on 
hold to explore “strategic 
alternatives”.

There are rumours 
that Tata is considering a 
merger deal for its European 
operations with another giant 
firm.

The Financial Times 
reported last week that, 
“Any deal could lead to large 
numbers of job cuts as part 
of an attempt to find further 
cost savings in the business”.

 Rail bosses threaten  
 safety with their lies 

PASSENGERS PROTESTED on Monday at Victoria Station against Southern rail	

Fresh Glasgow council 
action possible over pay

TRANSPORT WORKERS

NORTH SEA RIGS

A BALLOT of over 200 North 
Sea oil workers on eight 
Shell platforms was due 
to end this week. They are 
employed by oil services 
giant Wood Group, which is 
slashing jobs and conditions.

The Unite and RMT union 
members face their third 
round of redundancies 
in a year as bosses drive 
through new, longer shift 
patterns but keep their 
own perks in place. 

Workers also fear their 
safety is increasingly at 
risk from the cost cutting 
drive in what is already 
an extremely dangerous 
working environment.

Firms have used the 
downturn in oil prices as 
an excuse to push through 
attacks and axe 80,000 
jobs in the sector. Another 
40,000 could go by the end 
of this year if there is no 
resistance from unions.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS

Striking janitors
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BECTU UNION

   This isn’t a good Prospect

OBITUARIES: full versions at socialistworker.co.uk
Matthew Caygill
1955-2016
WE WERE shocked and 
saddened to hear last week 
that longstanding socialist 
activist and historian 
Matthew Caygill had 
unexpectedly passed away.  

Matthew was a much-
loved, inspiring, generous and 
dedicated lecturer at what is 
now Leeds Beckett University, 
where he was vice chair of the 
UCU union branch.  

Matthew joined the 
Socialist Workers Party 
in Leeds in 1977 as a 
postgraduate student. 

During the 1980s, while 
working as a lecturer, 
Matthew played a leading role 
in Leeds SWP and was notable 
as an engaging public speaker.  
He was renowned for the time 
he took with young people in 
their political development. 

During the 1990s Matthew 
drifted out of party activism 
and, after disagreeing 
with the party’s analysis of 
globalisation, also membership 
of the organisation.    

As a very cultured and 
extremely well-read Marxist 
thinker, Matthew helped edit 
Historical Materialism journal 
for a period. 

A great lover of cinema, 
opera and the theatre, in 
recent years Matthew had 

begun research on the 1960s 
counter-culture and New Left.  

His death is a sad loss, 
particularly as his commitment 
to unity against racism and 
austerity will be so important in 
the coming period.     

We send our condolences 
to Matthew’s partner Juliet 
and his family, friends and 
comrades. 
Leeds SWP

Dave Ellis
1947-2016
DAVE ELLIS has sadly died 
due to cancer. He had just 
celebrated his 69th birthday 
and was still working as 
a caretaker at Kirklees 
College in Hudddersfied.

Dave had been an active 
trade unionist and socialist all 
his adult life. He worked as a 
caretaker at the college from 
2001 and quickly became a 

Unison activist and steward. 
I first got to know this great 

man in 2005 when he led a  
14-week caretaker strike for 
equal pay. Dave was on the 
picket line every morning at 
4am having walked four miles 
from his home. 

Dave later became a 
member of Unison’s national 
FE committee and it was in 
this role that he attended 
national conference a few 
weeks ago to move a motion 
on pay on the committee’s 
behalf. 

Dave was a Labour Party 
member but his hatred of Blair 
and the Iraq war led to him 
joining Respect and the SWP. 

He was a committed anti-
racist and anti-fascist and 
never missed a mobilisation 
against the far right. Dave 
was proud of the fact that he 
had lost his teeth when seeing 
off the National Front out of 
Huddersfield in the 1970s.

After the election of the 
Coalition in 2010 Dave 
decided that he had to rejoin 
the Labour Party. Dave was 
the most principled person I 
have ever met. 

Dave leaves behind his 
children Michael and Tracy, 
his grandchildren Aiden and 
Josh and his great grandchild 
Chester. Our condolences go 
to all of them for their loss.

RIP Big Dave.
Nick Ruff

Matthew Caygill Dave Ellis

by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

SCOTRAIL TRAIN guards 
struck again last Sunday in a 
dispute over the extension of 
driver only operation (DOO) 
on Scotland’s rail network, 
which is operated by Abellio.

The RMT union members 
are striking to defend the 
safety role that guards 
play on the railways.

Bosses want to paint 
it as a dispute of workers 
upset that they won’t get 
to press the button to 
open and close doors if 

DOO is extended. This is 
deliberately misleading 
propaganda from Abellio.

It is part of a drive 
to increase profit 
through deskilling and 
it’s not the only firm 
playing at this game.

In the south east bosses at 
Govia Thameslink Railway 
(GTR) are at war with rail 
unions over extending DOO. 

GTR has the full backing 
of the Tory government.

It introduced an “amended 
timetable” on Southern on 
Monday “to provide more 
certainty to passengers” 

after months of scandalously 
low quality service. 

Most media regurgitate 
GTR’s line that this is caused 
by “train crew sickness 
and a reduction in the 
uptake of overtime”.

Incredibly the plan to 
cut 341 services from the 
timetable out of the 2,250 
it runs daily is presented 
as a positive act. 

If it all sounds a bit 
suspect, that’s because it is. 

What lies behind 
the “issues with train 
crew availability” is not 
“sickness” but a company 
not employing enough 
staff and punishing those it 
does employ for striking.

Workers are fighting 
to defend safety on the 
railway for everyone and 
deserve full backing. 

And the next time bosses 
use the rail safety body, 
RSSB, to argue that there is 
“no increased safety risk” 
from DOO, just remember 
what bosses don’t say is 
that they fund RSSB.

LEEDS BUSES

A SIX-HOUR strike of bus 
drivers in Leeds, set to 
take place on Monday, 
was suspended by the 
Unite union for an offer 
of “meaningful” talks.

The offer followed a  
24-hour strike last Friday, the 
third in a month, by more than 
1,000 workers at the Bramley 
and Hunslet Park depots in 

Leeds in a row over pay with 
FirstGroup bosses.

Unite members rejected the 
latest offer and are continuing 
to demand a 36p an hour pay 
rise, backdated to January. 

New talks were expected on 
Tuesday or Wednesday of this 
week. Drivers must keep up 
the battle to win decent pay 
and defend their union.

SOME 150 workers 
employed by Glasgow 
City Council-run firm 
Community Safety 
Glasgow (CSG) are being 
consulted by the Unison, 
Unite and GMB unions 
on industrial action over 
a pay review and cuts 
to unsocial hours pay.

Unions claim that 
firms such as CSG have 
been used by the Labour 
authority to drive down 
conditions but workers at 
CSG have fought back.

This year CCTV workers 
won a 24 percent pay rise 
after a series of escalating 
strikes and a backdated 
pay deal worth an extra 
£4,000 for January to 
October this year. Janitors 

have also been striking. 
The consultation on 

action ends next week 
but the lesson of the 
CCTV dispute is clear— 
striking gets results.

MEDIA WORKERS in the 
Bectu union are voting on a 
merger with professionals’ 
union Prospect.

Socialist Worker believes 
Bectu members should vote 
no. 

Merging would mean 
strike votes would have to 

be approved by Prospect’s 
executive committee.

It would also mean Bectu 
disaffiliating from the CND 
campaign against nuclear 
weapons and from the 
Labour Party on a right wing 
basis as Prospect believes it 
has to be politically neutral.
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JUNIOR DOCTORS

Strikes should be a 
repeat prescription
by ALISTAIR FARROW

HATED HEALTH secretary 
Jeremy Hunt announced 
last Wednesday that the 
government will impose its 
dangerous new contract for 
junior doctors by October.

Hunt was responding to 
junior doctors’ resounding 
rejection of the contract. 
Despite the British Medical 
Association (BMA) not call-
ing for rejection, 58 percent 
voted against on a 68 percent 
turnout.

The contract will mean 
junior doctors are paid 
less for unsociable hours 
and would put lives at risk 
because of increased work-
loads and stress.

In response to the rejection 
vote Hunt said, “We’ve been 
left in a no man’s land that, if 
it continues, can only damage 
the NHS.”

Privatise
But he does not want to save 
the NHS and has previously 
published a roadmap about 
how to privatise the health 
service.

Manchester junior doctor 
Megan Parsons said, “Hunt 
doesn’t want a contract that’s 
best for patients, doctors or 
the NHS.”

After the result of the vote 
were announced on Tuesday, 
of last week, the leader of 
the BMA’s Junior Doctors 
Committee (JDC) Johann 
Malawana stood down. He 
had campaigned for a vote to 
accept the deal.

Newly elected JDC leader 
Dr Ellen McCourt said, “The 
BMA will need to consult 
with members before decid-
ing on the next steps.”

The ballot for strikes is still 
live and the vote must lead to 
restarting the action.

The earlier strikes shook 
Hunt and no time should be 
wasted in taking the fight 
back to the Tories.

Megan said, “We still have 
a mandate for industrial 
action. The only thing the 
government will listen to is 
strikes.

“It would be good to 

coordinate strikes with teach-
ers in the autumn. 

“Quite a lot of the doctors 
I’ve spoken to have raised it 
with me.”

The crisis gripping the 
Tories means that the gov-
ernment cannot withstand 
sustained resistance. 

Hard-hitting strikes could 
win a victory that would be 
a boost to everyone fighting 
for the NHS.

Unite union backs Corbyn  
>>continued from page 20
university can lose touch 
with them.”

George Hickman from 
the union’s graphical, 
paper and media sector 
in the West Midlands told 
Socialist Worker, “I think 
it’s the most important 
motion for the whole 
conference. I’m not a 
Labour Party member, 
but every policy we vote 
on depends on having 
someone in office who 
will work with us.”

In his keynote speech 
on Monday McCluskey 
slammed the Labour 
plotters for “a squalid 
Westminster bubble 
coup” and “an attempted 
political lynching”.

He warned that in 
the coming leadership 
election, “any attempts 
to keep Jeremy Corbyn 
off the ballot paper risks 
a lasting division in the 
party.”

This strident defence 
is welcome and unions’ 
support for Corbyn could 
be decisive. 

But McCluskey also 
acknowledged “the 
legitimate concerns of 
Labour MPs”, leaving the 
door open to concessions 
to the right.

One big debate at 
conference was over 
the renewal of Trident 
nuclear missiles (see page 
16). The decision to back 
the nuclear missiles will 
help Corbyn’s enemies.

JOURNALISTS

24 hour strike channel
MEMBERS OF the NUJ 
union working on the 
BBC World News channel 
struck for 24 hours on 
Thursday of last week.

The strikers are fighting 
against changes to their shift 
rotas which would see them 
working dangerously long 
hours.

Many of the workers at 
the 24-hour news channel 
already work irregular and 
unsocial hours. And an 
investigation by the Health 
and Safety Executive has 
found that workers at BBC 
World News work “excessive 
hours”.

Now BBC bosses want to 
impose shift changes which 
will mean workers have to 
work even longer.

David Campanale, NUJ 
Father of the Chapel (union 
rep) at BBC World News, 
said, “When asked at a 
staff consultation whether 
management was concerned 
that longer hours and more 

days would worsen sickness 
rates, harm already rock-
bottom morale or undermine 
staff productivity, the head of 
the channel replied that this 
was a risk she was ‘prepared 
to take’.

“We are taking action 
on behalf of all members 
who work unsocial shifts—
we are asking only for fair 
conditions.”

ON STRIKE in Newcastle earlier this year	 Picture: Geoff Abbott

EDUCATION

Action over pay keeps on 
rolling at ten universities
by SADIE ROBINSON

STRIKES WERE set to hit ten 
universities this week as UCU 
union members prepared 
to walk out over pay and 
conditions.

Workers have rejected a 
1.1 percent pay offer‑—and 
Unison union members in 
higher education are also 
balloting over this too. UCU 
members are also demanding 
equal pay for women and an 
end to casualised contracts.

Workers struck at the 
University of Exeter and Edge 
Hill University near Liverpool 
on Monday of this week.

Further walkouts took 
place at the Open University, 
Rose Bruford College, Arts 
University Bournemouth and 
Keele University on Tuesday.

UCU members were set 
to strike at Roehampton 
on Wednesday, Canterbury 
Christ Church on Thursday 
and University of Teesside 
and Swansea University on 
Friday.

The action follows 
walkouts at over 30 
institutions last week.
lThe UCU and NUS students’ 
union have called a national 
demonstration in central 
London to defend education on 
Saturday 12 November

Reps are made redundant
MARK CAMPBELL and 
David Hardman, UCU union 
reps at London Metropolitan 
University, have been made 
redundant.

Bosses targeted the reps 
for redundancy in May. 
Their appeals against the 
redundancies have failed.

London Met UCU said Mark 
and David have been made 
redundant because of their 
“activities as trade unionists”.

It added, “If management 
are allowed to get away 
with this, it will act as a 
deterrent to other members 
coming forward as union 
representatives.”

The redundancies come 
as London Met workers 
fear it will become the first 
university in Britain to be 
privatised. Bosses want to 
weaken the union to pave the 
way for the selloff. 

Around 200 people signed 
an open letter protesting 

against the compulsory 
redundancies in just 24 hours 
last weekend. And a protest 
was set to take place at 
London Met on Wednesday of 
this week.

The redundancies are a 
serious attack on high profile 
trade unionists who have led 
struggle. Strikes at London 
Met have the power to stop 
them.

Support and solidarity 
from other trade unionists 
and campaigners can help 
give London Met workers 
confidence to resist.
lSend messages of protest 
to London Met vice chancellor 
John Raftery at j.raftery@
londonmet.ac.uk. Protest at 
London Met, 1pm, Wednesday 
13 July. Join a national 
demonstration for Education 
for All—assemble at London 
Met Tower Building, Holloway 
Road, 11.30am Saturday  
23 July.

LONDON METROPOLITAN

SCHOOLS

TEACHERS AT an east 
London school were set to 
strike on Thursday of this 
week in protest at a plan 
to make them work longer 
hours.

NUT union members at 
Connaught School for Girls 
struck over the issue on  
5 July and shut the school. 

Bosses want teachers to 
work for an extra 90 minutes 

a week.
Workers plan to picket 

from 7am until 8.30am 
at Dyers Hall Road, 
Leytonstone, E11 4AE. 

They have appealed to 
other trade unionists and 
activists to visit the picket 
line to show support.
lSend messages of  
support to pablophillips2007@
yahoo.co.uk

POSTAL WORKERS

POST OFFICE workers 
across Britain are being 
balloted for strikes against 
privatisation.

Bosses at Post Office 
announced plans to sell off 
20 crown post offices on 
Tuesday of last week.

It comes after the 
privatisation of 41 offices 
was announced in January 
of this year. The fresh round 
of selloffs could bring the 
total number of job losses to 
2,000—including some by 
compulsory redundancy.

Offices will be sold off 
to companies such as WH 
Smith.

The announcement also 
follows a switch to a worse 
pension scheme and the 
closure of more than half of 
the company’s cash handling 
operation.

The CWU union is 
balloting its Post Office 
members to strike against 
the closures. Strikes could 
stop closures and save jobs—
workers should vote yes in 
the ballot.

On the picket line last week
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Defend Corbyn
from the right
by NICK CLARK

THE LABOUR leadership 
crisis has brought the deep 
divisions in the party out 
into the open—and they’re 
pushing it to breaking point.

Labour MP Angela Eagle 
finally launched her leader-
ship challenge against left 
wing leader Jeremy Corbyn 
on Monday after almost two 
weeks of dithering.

She appeared to have been 
waiting for the outcome of 
talks between deputy leader 
Tom Watson and Unite union 
leader Len McCluskey before 
launching her challenge.

The pair had been trying 
to stitch up a deal that could 
smooth over the gaping 
chasm between the party’s 
members and MPs.

Erupted
That division underpins 
everything that has happened 
inside the Labour Party since 
the crisis erupted last month.

Corbyn has the resounding 
support of the vast majority 
of Labour’s members and 
supporters. 

Labour’s membership has 
more than doubled since 

Corbyn was elected—and 
more than 130,000 people 
have joined the party since 
23 June, most of them to sup-
port him against the right. 

Rallies across Britain in 
defence of Corbyn have 
attracted hundreds, and 
sometimes thousands, of 
people (see below).

All those who support 
Corbyn are at odds with most 
Labour MPs, whose contempt 
for their members is on open 
display.

Corbyn’s opponents say 
his left wing politics mean 
he isn’t “credible” and is 
unelectable.

They believe MPs should 
have a veto on what the 
members want and so tried 
to make Corbyn either 
compromise or quit.

In the end the gap proved 
too wide to bridge. 

MPs insisted that any deal 
would have to involve Corbyn 
stepping down. But Corbyn 
has so far refused to budge. 

Speaking at the Durham 
Miners’ Gala last Saturday 
he said the pressure he was 
under was nothing compared 
to that faced by ordinary 
people.

Conflict between members 
and MPs threatens to split 
the party. Labour’s ruling 
national executive commit-
tee was meeting as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

It was to decide whether 
Corbyn would be allowed on 
the ballot paper in the new 

election without nominations 
from 51 MPs and MEPs. It is 
unlikely that Corbyn could 
get enough nominations, and 
so could be kept off the ballot 
paper. 

But Corbyn’s supporters 
say party rules mean he 
should automatically get on 
the ballot paper as only chal-
lengers need to be nominated.

Opponents
Corbyn is the firm favourite 
to win any new leadership 
election so his opponents 
want to block him. But if they 
do huge numbers of Labour 
members could leave.

Corbyn’s strength lies in 
the strong support he has 
inside and outside the Labour 
Party. He has to keep stand-
ing firm and not compromise 
under threats and blackmail 
about maintaining party 
unity.

Trade unionists need to 
step up pressure on their 
union leaders to keep back-
ing Corbyn (see right). 

And the support for 
Corbyn on the streets has to 
feed into a movement against 
austerity and racism that can 
strengthen him and the left 
more broadly.

Unite union  
backs Corbyn
by DAVE SEWELL in Brighton

DELEGATES AT the Unite 
union conference this 
week were furious at 
moves against Jeremy 
Corbyn—and wanted the 
union to take a stand. 

Catherine Anderson, 
a delegate from the 
North East Yorkshire 
and Humber region told 
Socialist Worker, “We 
should support Corbyn 
and stand up against the 
coup to remove him. We 
should hold those MPs 
accountable to the people 
who elected them—and 
that means deselections.”

Catherine is one of 
hundreds of thousands of 
people to join or rejoin 
Labour since Corbyn 
became leader. She 
explained, “I used to be 
a very active member 
but became disillusioned 
under the Blairites. I 

believed Corbyn was 
taking Labour back to 
what it used to be after it 
lost its way.”

Unite is one of Labour’s 
biggest financial backers. 

Cindy Callaghan from 
the education sector in 
Scotland said, “We need 
to take a stand much 
more forcefully—such as 
withdrawing funding from 
Labour if there’s a legal 
challenge to keep Corbyn 
off the ballot paper.”

Adrian Cowley, from 
the automotive sector in 
the East Midlands region, 
told Socialist Worker, 
“He’s got the backing 
of the people—the 
problem’s just with some 
of the MPs.”

Previous Labour leaders 
have sought to sideline 
Unite inside Labour. But 
Adrian said, “We should 
have a say—the Labour 
Party was set up by the 
unions in the first place. 

“And we’re closer to 
the workers, the normal 
people, while the people 
in parliament who’ve 
come up through

It’s crucial to build outside of Labour
JEREMY CORBYN’S “new 
politics” is a decisive break 
with an out-of-touch elite 
and it’s the Westminster 
bubble versus the rest of us. 

That was the message 
to Labour Party members 
and Corbyn supporters at a 
London rally organised by 
Momentum last Wednesday.

It tapped into the mood 
to defend Corbyn against 
the orchestrated attacks of 
the Labour right wing. At 48 
hours notice close to 2,000 
supporters filled the Troxy 
theatre in east London.

Corbyn apologised for 
the horror of the Iraq war 
the same day. The stark 
divisions in the party 
couldn’t have been clearer.

Labour “should not be 

led by someone who is 
unrepentant about their 
pro-war voting record” 
argued shadow business 
secretary Jon Trickett MP. 

“Leaders without 
popular movements 
cannot succeed,” he said.

Corbyn is Labour leader 
because of support from 
social movements. But the 
key message of Momentum’s 
rally was that the only 
struggle that really matters 
is inside the Labour Party.

Concretely that meant not 
a single speaker mentioned 
this Saturday’s People’s 
Assembly and Stand Up to 
Racism demonstrations.

The idea of a snap general 
election was rubbished–
although Trickett has 

subsequently called for one. 
The central drive is still a 

Labour government in 2020.
Diane Abbott argued, 

“This is a struggle for the 
soul of the Labour Party. 
The party’s not going to 
split but some MPs have to 
respect party democracy.”
Raymie Kiernan

The rally in east London �

250,000	 CAME to the Durham Miners’ Gala to hear Corbyn speak� Picture: Neil Terry

Where Eagle dares to tread
ANGELA EAGLE has 
pitched herself as a 
“strong” leader who could 
unite the Labour Party.

She describes herself 
as a “practical socialist”, 
relying on her background 
in the party’s soft left 
and her history working 
for trade unions. 

She has emphasised 
her history of voting 
for NHS funding and 
the minimum wage.

But her record of 
voting for war in Iraq 
and bombing in Syria 
undermines this.

Eagle voted for 
tuition fees and is also 
in favour of Trident 
nuclear missiles. 

She wants to appeal 
to some of Corbyn’s 
supporters as a leader on 
the left who can “reach 
out” to Labour’s voters 
and “save” the party.

The only people she 
would save are those 
on Labour’s right.

“Stop talking about Iraq!”
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Unite leader Len McCluskey�

>>continued on page 19
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