
The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 
Wrongly convicted US boxer 

and civil rights hero dies 
>>Page  13

Labour’s right and soft left terrified of party 
members  >>Pages 4&5 and  14&15

WHY WE BACK 
JEREMY CORBYN

SAY IT LOUD! BLACK 
LIVES MATTER

Ukip racists implode  >>Page 7
Movement rocks Brit cops  >>Page 3

£1  |  No 2516  |  10-16 August 2016  | socialistworker.co.uk  

OFFSHORE WORKERS

Oil strikers escalate 
their action over 
pay in North Sea 
WORKERS EMPLOYED by 
Wood Group on Shell North 
Sea oil and gas platforms 
struck for 48 hours last 
week against new cuts to 
their pay and conditions.

They are set to step up the 
action.

It was the Unite and RMT 
union members’ second joint 
strike in as many weeks.
>>Page 7

PRIVATISATION

Runaway profits 
derail safety on 
the railways 
PRIVATE TRAIN firms are 
wreaking havoc on the 
railways. Privatisation has 
failed on every level.

Yet the scam has let 
bosses make billions for 
decades. Now they want 
more attacks on workers. 

But a series of strikes 
over safety could stop them 
in their tracks.
>>Pages 10&11

SYRIA 

Aleppo siege 
broken, but area 
still under fire 
SYRIAN OPPOSITION forces 
in Aleppo were fighting to 
recapture the city as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

This new offensive comes 
after they managed to break a 
month-long siege of the rebel-
controlled eastern half of the 
city last Saturday. 
>>Page 8
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l A POLICE force has apologised 
after posting a photograph of 

two men dressed in Nazi uniforms 
on its official Twitter page. Greater 
Manchester Police (GMP) removed 
the tweet from their traffic feed, 
which showed the men wearing 
SS uniforms and standing next to 
a German military Kubelwagen. 
Why they did it at all is unclear.

 Millionaire bosses trouser 
 whopping 10% pay rises
BRITAIN’S RICHEST cor-
porate bosses got pay rises 
of 10 percent on average 
last year.

The ten highest-paid 
bosses grabbed £200 million 
between them, according to 
the High Pay Centre.

Their average annual 
salary is now £5.5 million—
compared to £5 million in 
2014.

According to the data chief 
executives were paid 140 
times workers’ average wages 
in 2015, a small decline on 
the previous year when they 
were paid 148 times.

The jump in average pay 
last year was driven by espe-
cially large increases for a 
small number of chief execu-
tives. The median pay pack-
age rose more modestly to 
£3.97 million, a £100,000 
increase on 2014.

Sir Martin Sorrell, the 

founder of advertising agency 
WPP, was paid £70 million 
by the advertising group last 
year compared to £43 million 
in 2014. BP chief executive 
Bob Dudley’s pay increased 
by a fifth to £13.3 million.

For the average worker, 
wages rose by 2 percent  in 
2015, according to the Office 
for National Statistics. 

l MSPs who studied at Glasgow, 
Aberdeen, Edinburgh, St Andrews 

and Dundee make up a majority of 
the Scottish parliament. They account 
for 90 percent of cabinet members 
and 70 percent of all ministers. 

Glasgow was attended by one 
quarter of MSPs, half of all ministers 
In contrast Oxbridge accounted for 
26 percent of all Westminister MPs.

Pigs have got their 
snouts in the trough
CHIEF constables and 
senior officers are 
grabbing tens of thousands 
of pounds in expenses—
on top of huge salaries.

Cops claim them to pay 
for things such as lunches 
and household bills.

The Daily Mail 
said chief constables 
“routinely” claim for costs 
when moving house.

Among the more 
bizarre findings 
were that head 
of Police Scotland 
Phil Gormley 
lives “for free in 
an apartment 
in a castle”. 

Meanwhile 
Essex chief 
constable 
Stephen 

Kavanagh claims nearly 
£7,000 a year for upkeep 
of his £1 million mansion.

His pay package is over 
£200,000—yet he claimed 
£4.50 for Tube tickets.

For Alan Pughsley of 
Kent police, one payout 
happily led to another. 

Pughsley got a £6,801 
“housing allowance” in 
2014/15 to go towards 
his £1 million home. 

Then he got a £4,508 
“compensatory 
grant”—to cover 

the extra tax he 
had to pay after 
receiving the 
housing allowance.

And some top 
cops are working 

the equivalent of 
a four-day week. 

Our subsidies help 
out quaffing MPs
WE SUBSIDISED food 
and drink for MPs, peers 
and parliament staff by 
£3.7 million last year, 
according to new figures.

It must be on account 
of their outrageously 
low salaries and 
expense allowances.

The subsidies mean 
MPs and Lords can get 
a lasagne for £2.90 or 
a cup of tea for 60p. 

Our subsidy for the 
House of Commons 
alone was £2.5 million 
in 2015/16—up from 
£2.4 million the 
year before.

A 
spokes-
person 
helpfully 

explained, “A subsidy 
is unavoidable”.

lOUR subsidies gave 
our glorious leaders 

discounts on drink in 
the past two years. 

But the cheapskates 
still went for the less 
pricey options.

Parliament polished 
off 19,416 bottles of 
House Sauvignon and 

12,251 bottles of 
House Merlot. 

That’s on top of 
34,488 pints of guest 
ale, 211 litres of 

Gordon’s gin 
and 67.9 litres 
of Famous 
Grouse whisky.

FAT CATS OF 
THE WEEK
No. 74 
Banks 
Institutions of greedy fat 
cats that helped spark the 
financial crisis
lThe Bank of England cut 
interest rates last week
lBut two thirds of banks 
initially refused to say they 
would pass on the cut to 
their customers
lMany backed down 
under pressure, except 
Lloyds Banking Group

Glasgow University

67 of these for MPs

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I’d have to go for 
Trump’
Clint Eastwood on who he’d 
support in the upcoming US 
presidential election

‘When I grew 
up, those things 
weren’t called 
racist’
Eastwood bemoans political 
correctness and hankers after 
a simpler time

‘If we have them 
why can’t we use 
them?’
What Donald Trump allegedly 
asked about nuclear weapons 
that could kill millions

‘The whole 
stinking system 
needs to be 
scrapped’
The Sun newspaper gets 
angry about honours

‘Chilling new face 
of policing’
Even the Daily Mail newspaper 
is concerned about London’s 
new robo cops

‘They buy bottles 
of alcohol and 
leave them 
outside my 
brother’s front 
door just for that 
picture and they 
think it’s funny’
Lindsay Gascoigne on  
The Sun’s treatment of her 
alcoholic brother Paul

Cam’s housing 
scam bags him 
yet more cash
MANY WORKERS will 
have suffered the stress 
of unexpectedly losing 
their job. But most won’t 
have the help that David 
Cameron has.

Cameron left Downing 
Street after losing 
the European Union 
referendum vote in June. 

Since then he’s saved 
nearly 40,000 living 
rent-free in a house 
provided by Tory activist 
and businessman 
Dominic Johnson. 

Before that he stayed 
in a seven-bedroom 
mansion—again free of 
charge—provided by PR 
guru Sir Alan Parker.

Cameron owns 
two houses.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW@

Ban everything 
say councils
SINCE 2014 councils can 
ban anything they deem to 
have a “detrimental effect” 
using a Public Spaces 
Protection Order (PSPO).

There is an on the 
spot £100 fine or a court 
appearance and a £1,000 
penalty for breaking them.

Ferndown, East 
Dorset banned cycling, 
skateboarding, model 
aircraft, and “annoyingly” 
flying kites.

Lancaster banned 
anything that causes 
“annoyance”. Kettering 
slapped a curfew on 
under 18s, who must 
now be home by 11pm.  

The London Borough 
of Hillingdon banned 
gatherings of two or more 
people unless they’re 
waiting for the bus. 

TEN FAT CATS 

 Ê   Sir Martin Sorrell, WPP, £70.416 million

 ËTony Pidgley, Berkeley Group, £23.296 million

 ÌRakesh Kapoor, Reckitt Benckiser, £23.190 million

 ÍJeremy Darroch, Sky, £16.889 million 

 ÎFlemming Ørnskov, Shire, £14.638 million

 ÏBob Dudley, BP, £13.296 million

 ÐErik Engstrom, Relx, £10.869 million

 ÑMike Wells, Prudential Financial,  
 £10.031 million

 ÒMichael Dobson/Peter Harrison, 
Schroders, £8.905 million

 ÓAntonio Horta Osorio, Lloyds Group, 
 £8.773 million

Martin Sorrell



 Protests challenge racist
 police over black deaths
by ALISTAIR FARROW

ANTI-RACIST campaigners con-
tinued to hold rallies and protests 
across Britain last week.

Some 200 people marched 
from the Broadwater Farm estate 
in Tottenham, north London, 
to Tottenham police station last 
Saturday.

They were demanding justice for 
Mark Duggan and all other victims of 
police racism and violence. 

The march marked five years since 
police shot Mark dead in Tottenham.

People chanted, “The police are 
the biggest gang in the city.”

Carole Duggan, Mark’s aunt, told 
the crowd outside the police station, 
“Black people are used as practise for 
new policing methods.” 

She criticised the police investiga-
tion into events leading up to Mark’s 
killing. 

Stand up to Racism activists and 
others joined the protest in solidarity.

Black Lives Matter protests 
brought some cities and major trans-
port hubs across Britain to a standstill 
last Friday.

Disruption
Protesters shut down roads lead-
ing to Heathrow airport, causing 
major disruption. Six activists 
used concrete to link themselves 
together. 

Other activists shut down 
the tram system in Nottingham 
and a motorway near to 
Birmingham.

Protests happened later 
that day in Manchester, 
London ,  Ca rd i f f  and 
Nottingham. The march in 
Manchester had some 100 people 
on it.

Brett is a Black Lives Matter activ-
ist from Manchester. He told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s great what people are 
doing, I think it’s having an effect. 

“Once we’ve done this shut down, 
we need to think about what’s 
next?

“Laws about the police should 
be in place, because then they’d 
be thinking twice about how 
they treat us.”

Some 300 people also came 
to Altab Ali park in east London 
last Friday evening.

Opportunity
Marcia Rigg, whose brother 
Sean Rigg died in Brixton police 
station in south London in 
2008, spoke at the rally. “This 

is an opportunity to tell the world 
about deaths in Britain,” she said.

Malia Bouattia, National Union 
of Students (NUS) president, linked 
together deaths in police custody 

with the Islamophobic Prevent strat-
egy. “We call on public service work-
ers being forced to implement Prevent 
to refuse to comply,” she said.

After listening to speeches activists 
broke into regional London groups. 
As the event wound down 50 activ-
ists marched from Whitechapel to 
Old Street in east London. 

In the face of racism being pushed 
from the top of society, unity is cru-
cial as this movement goes foward. 
The United Families and Friends 
Campaign annual march for justice 
is on Saturday 29 October in central 
London. Go to uffcampaign.org for 
more information

BLACK LIVES Matter march in Manchester  Pictures: Neil terry

Get the message?

More online...
Our fury matters —interviews with 
black activists bit.ly/29RFv1t

 Man dies after pepper spray
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

A MAN died after police pepper 
sprayed him during a disturbance in 
Dalbeattie, Scotland. 

Alan Hay, 50, died in 
hospital on Tuesday of 
last week after collapsing 
outside a G4S security 
van at Barlinnie prison in 
Glasgow. 

An investigation has 
been launched by the 
police investigations and 
review commissioner 
(PIRC), Scotland’s police 
watchdog. 

The “incapacitant” 
spray, known as Captor 

Pava, “primarily affects the eyes 
causing closure and severe pain 
... greater than that caused by CS 
[gas]” according to the Association 
of Chief Police Officers. 

It can also cause skin 
blistering and breathing 
problems.

Hay’s is the second 
recent death involving 
Police Scotland’s use of 
pepper spray to come 
under investigation by the 
PIRC.

Sheku Bayoh died last 
year as he was being held 
down on a pavement, 
seconds after being hit 
with pepper spray and  
CS gas.Captor Pava spray

New cops to terrorise us
LONDON'S Met Police 
last week unveiled 
the first of a new 
generation of “elite” 
cops.

They are armed 
to the teeth with 
pistols and semi-
automatic rifles, 
riding motorbikes and 
decked in military 
fatigues and helmets.

Police chiefs say 
they will be stationed 
at major landmarks to 
prevent terrorism.

They plan to 

deploy 600 of them 
in London and 1,500 
around Britain.

 Killer cop  
 complains
THE POLICE officer who 
shot dead unarmed Azelle 
Rodney has complained 
to the Radio Times that 
the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
treats police “as criminals”.

Anthony Long is punting 
his new documentary, 
Secrets of a Police 
Marksman.

Long shot Azelle six 
times during a police 
operation in north London 
in 2005.

An inquiry in 2013 found 
that there was no “lawful 
justification” for the killing. 

But Long was cleared of 
Azelle’s murder last year.

Long killed two other 
people during his career 
and was once described 
by a senior officer as “The 
Met’s very own serial 
killer”.

IN THIS WEEK

 1977
The NF did not 
pass in Lewisham
THOUSANDS OF people 
blocked the Nazi National 
Front (NF) from marching 
in Lewisham, south east 
London, on 13 August 
1977.

The anti-Nazi protest 
marked a turning point in 
pushing back fascists in 
Britain.

 Lawrence  
 CCTV out
POLICE HAVE released CCTV 
images of a witness they 
want to trace in connection 
with the racist murder of 
black teenager Stephen 
Lawrence.

The images show a man 
who police believe was in the 
area when Stephen was killed 
in Eltham, south east London, 
in 1993. Images of the man’s 
jacket were circulated in 
1993 and 2013.

Gary Dobson and David 
Norris were found guilty of 
Stephen’s murder in 2012. 

But other members of the 
gang that killed Stephen 
were not convicted and the 
case remains open.

An inquiry found that 
police obstructed the original 
investigation and that the 
Met Police is institutionally 
racist.
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 Corbyn--- 
 we’ll win by  
 offering an  
 alternative
An obsession with ‘credibility’ goes 
to the heart of the divisions in the 
Labour Party, writes Nick Clark

THE DEBATE in the Labour lead-
ership contest reflects tensions at 
the heart of the party.

Leadership challenger Owen 
Smith has pitched himself as the 
“radical, credible” alternative to left 
wing leader Jeremy Corbyn.

Smith and his supporters paint 
Corbyn as unelectable.

But the size of Corbyn’s rallies 
show huge support for him among 
Labour members and supporters.

Thousands of people turned out 
to hear Corbyn speak in Swansea 
and Merthyr Tydfil in South Wales 
last week, as well as Heartlands in 
Cornwall.

Corbyn had received official back-
ing from 120 local Labour Party 
branches as Socialist Worker went 
to press. Smith had just 24.

Popularity
Corbyn’s popularity has forced 
Labour’s right to tack left to try and 
win back his supporters. This was 
clear at the first leadership hustings 
in Cardiff last Thursday.

Smith took positions that would 
have been unthinkable for any 
Labour leader in the past two dec-
ades. He constantly talked about 
how he agreed with Corbyn.

But he insisted that Labour can’t 
win a general election with Corbyn 
as leader. “Without being able to 

win I don’t see how we can do any-
thing other than protest,” he told the 
audience.

This is partly about reassuring 
the Labour right and MPs in the 
Parliamentary Labour Party. 

But it’s also aimed at appealing to 
ordinary Labour members and any 
wavering Corbyn supporters.

Young Labour members who 
back Smith told Socialist Worker 
they worried that Corbyn wouldn’t 
accommodate to the right. 

One said, “I supported Corbyn last 
year. But I’ve grown disillusioned 
with him and his inability and 
almost refusal to use mainstream 

BACK STORY
Labour MPs want to push out left 
wing leader Jeremy Corbyn
lCorbyn won a huge mandate of 
60 percent of the vote to become 
leader in September last year
lBut most MPs are to the right of 
him and claim he isn’t a credible 
leader who can win elections
lYet Labour membership has 
soared since Corbyn became 
leader (see figure it out, below)
lMany people joined to defend 
Corbyn because he represents an 
alternative to austerity

media, which is so important to win-
ning elections.”

Another said, “If we’re going to 
help people we have to be in power 
and we have to win elections—we 
have to be credible.

“Jeremy has a lot of good things 
to say. But Owen has some fantastic 
socialist policies that I feel he can 
deliver on. 

“And he’ll have the backing of 
MPs, which is so important.”

During the Cardiff hustings 
Corbyn showed signs of trying 
to accommodate to the pressure 
to prove himself “electable” and 
“credible”. He mirrored Smith’s 

explanation that being anti-auster-
ity was all about being “financially 
responsible”.

And he came dangerously close 
to agreeing with Smith on immi-
gration controls. Smith had said  
immigration “causes problems” in 
some areas of the country.

Challenged
But Corbyn challenged the idea that 
winning elections meant being more 
right wing. “In the last general elec-
tion we were not an anti-austerity 
party,” he said.

“We lost because we failed to 
offer an alternative. We can win 

a general election and we’ve been 
winning elections all this year.”

Labour member Mary Fletcher 
was at the Cornwall rally.

She said, “I have been a member 
for a very long time, except during 
the Iraq war. It is the first time we 
have had a leader and I've thought, 
yes.

“I am really full of joy to see him 
saying the things I think Labour 
should stand for.”

On other pages...
Corbyn—not Smith or Jones 
>>Pages 14&15

 Right threatens split in party
SHADOW chancellor 
John McDonnell has 
accused supporters 
of Owen Smith of 
threatening to split the 
party.

The possibility of a 
split stems from a real 
division in Labour. 

Most members see 
the party as a vehicle 
for radical change—
and overwhelmingly 
back Jeremy Corbyn.

But the pressure 
to get elected means 

Labour MPs want the 
party to appeal to 
right wing voters. 

The vote of no 
confidence by 172 MPs 
in Corbyn show they 
will refuse to accept 
him as leader.

McDonnell said, 
“There is no way I am 
ever going to allow 
this party to split.” 

But keeping Labour 
together can mean 
accommodating to the 
right. The Labour left 
should refuse to give 
in to blackmail from 
the right. 

John McDonnell

Owen Smith supporters at a small rally in London last month  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Judge rules against NEC  
 in row over who can vote
A HIGH Court ruling on Monday 
of this week said that some 
130,000 Labour Party members 
had been wrongly prevented 
from voting in the party’s 
leadership election.

The party’s national executive 
committee (NEC) decided last 
month on who would be eligible 
to vote.

It said that anyone who had 
joined Labour since 12 January 
would not be allowed to vote. 

This meant that new members 
would have to pay £25 to sign up 
as registered supporters if they 
wanted to vote.

But a judge agreed with the 
five new members who brought 
the case to the high court. 

They pointed out that Labour’s 
website had promised party 
members a right to vote in 
elections.

More than 130,000 people 
have joined Labour this year so 
far—and many did so to support 
Corbyn. 

The Labour right had hoped to 
use the NEC decision to damage 
Corbyn’s vote. 

Labour was set to appeal the 
ruling on Thursday of this week. 

But the judge, Mr Justice 
Hickinbottom, warned the party 
against “false hope”.

He added that it was his “firm 
judgement” that the party’s rules 
did not allow the NEC to impose 
a six-month cut off.

Mr Justice Hickinbottom

LABOUR LEADER Jeremy Corbyn and Owen Smith at the first leadership hustings in Cardiff last week  Picture: PA

FIGURE IT OUT

515,000
 total membership of the Labour 
Party as of 7 July this year

128,000
 number of people who joined 
Labour in the two weeks 
following the EU referendum

200,000
 number of members Labour had 
at the general election on 7 May 
2015

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

TURN THE RADICAL MOOD 
INTO A MASS MOVEMENT

 O
NE THING the surge 
in support for Jeremy 
Corbyn shows is that 
working class people 
are seething with anger 

against politicians and the bosses.
Those at the top of society have 

pushed austerity and neoliberalism 
to enrich themselves—and tried 
to direct ordinary people’s anger 
against migrants and the poorest.

But now hundreds of thousands 
are also looking towards socialist 
ideas as an alternative. This 
leftward shift among a substantial 
minority has fused around Jeremy 
Corbyn’s leadership campaign. 

And the Labour right are trying 
every bureaucratic trick in the 
book to halt this left insurgency 
within the party they’ve controlled 
for so long. 

Won
But in elections to the party’s 
national executive committee 
(NEC) on Monday, the six left 
candidates won all the seats that 
represent constituency parties. 

Earlier that day the High Court 
overturned the NEC’s ban on new 
members voting in the leadership 
election. 

These were important blows to 
the right, but we have to turn this 

radical mood into mass movement 
on the streets and in workplaces.

That’s where our real power 
lies, not in the High Court or the 
Labour Party NEC. 

Strikes are at a low level overall 
(see page 6). But high profile and 
disruptive strikes at Southern rail 
(see page 20) and on offshore oil 
rigs (see page 7) show the power 
workers have—when they use it.

And the long dispute on buses 
in Weymouth (see page 19) shows 
that workers can be prepared to 
mount a sustained campaign.

Strikes hit the Tories and bosses 
where it hurts. We need more of 
them.

When working class people 
fight back together, socialist and 

anti-racist arguments can get a 
bigger hearing in society.

Such a working class movement 
can pull society to the left. It’s the 
only thing that can really defend 
Corbyn. But more importantly, it 
has the power to win real change 
from below. 

Corbyn has begun to articulate 
a left wing alternative to austerity, 
most recently pledging to tax the 
rich to fund public sector pay rises.

Break
That’s a clear and welcome break 
from New Labour’s subservience 
to the rich.

But millions of households 
are already being “stretched to 
breaking point”, as a new survey 
into spiralling housing costs by 
charity Shelter found this week.

Theresa May may pose as a 
“moderate”. But she remains 
committed to the same agenda 
that has made working class 
people’s lives so much harder.

We can’t afford to wait for a 
Labour government.

Let’s fight back now—starting 
with the People’s Assembly 
demonstration at the Tory party 
conference on Sunday 2 October 
in Birmingham. And let’s give the 
other side a kicking.

THE TOP OF THE CLASS?
 THE TORIES could open new 

grammar schools. The right 
wing press eagerly explained 

that this is part of Theresa May’s 
drive to boost “social mobility”.

The Daily Mail newspaper 
reported that grammars have a 
“higher proportion of pupils from 
ethnic minorities than the average 
secondary school”. 

The difference is small—just 
6 percent. And it compares things 
of vastly different scales.

There are just 163 grammars in 
England teaching around 164,000 

children. By contrast, 3,401  
state-funded secondary schools in 
England teach 3,193,420 children.

The article aimed to imply 
that grammars help overcome 
disadvantage. This sleight of hand is 
required because they do precisely 
the opposite.

Grammar schools entrench 
inequality. Children have to “pass” 
a test to get into them—those 
who “fail” to go lower-status, 
lower-funded secondary moderns. 

Much is made of the few 
working class people who pass 

the test. But the vast majority of 
those in grammars still come from 
wealthier backgrounds.

Grammars aren’t about helping 
the “brightest” working class 
children. They write off millions of 
working class children as failures.

Campaigners rightly fought for 
comprehensive education and to 
push back elitist grammars. 

As with academies, the Tories 
use the spin of “helping the 
disadvantaged” to try and make 
our education system more 
divisive. We shouldn’t fall for it.

A leftward shift 
by a substantial 
minority has 
fused around 
Corbyn

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
SADIE ROBINSON

Strike figures don’t 
tell the whole story
OFFICIAL FIGURES show a sharp drop in the number 
of working days “lost” to strikes in 2015 compared to 
2014.

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) recorded 
170,000 days lost last year, the second lowest figure since 
records began in 1891. The figure in 2014 was 788,000.

The relatively low level of strikes in Britain is a real 
problem. Serious attacks are taking place too often with 
little fightback. 

But the figures don’t necessarily show a recent shift 
in class struggle. As the ONS pointed out “the number of 
working days lost has remained broadly the same” since 
1996. 

The figures have been relatively low since the 1990s, 
punctuated by small spikes. There was a 78 percent jump in 
days lost to strikes between 2012 and 2013. 

Just as this didn’t signify an upturn, falls don’t mean 
struggle is dead.

2005 saw the fewest days lost to strikes, 157,000. Yet 
disputes in the following years drew millions into action. In 
April 2008 hundreds of thousands of workers in the NUT, 
UCU and PCS unions struck together.

Up to two million workers struck over pensions in 
November 2011. The official figures only show 997,000 
days lost to strikes that month—but it’s still more than the 
previous two years put together.

Some 1.4 million workers across public sector unions 
struck on 10 July 2014—contributing to an official loss of 
386,000 days that month. 

The report said last year’s drop in days lost is “mainly 
attributable to a number of large scale public sector strikes 
in 2014”. Days lost in the public sector fell from 716,000 in 
2014 to 90,000 last year.

This is because union leaders, instead of building on the 
2014 strikes, refused to call further walkouts. It doesn’t 
indicate a sudden drop in workers’ willingness to strike.

Disputes
In fact the ONS found that 90 percent of ballots calling for 
strikes delivered a yes vote last year. The percentage of 
disputes lasting over one day was “noticeably higher”— 
70 percent compared to 54 percent in 2014.

And some 170,000 days were lost to strikes between 
January and May this year—the same figure for the whole 
of 2015.

The ONS recorded 155 stoppages in 2014 and 106 
in 2015. 2015 also saw the lowest number of workers 
involved in disputes since 1893—81,000.

But the ONS has changed the way stoppages are 
counted—and confirmed that this would affect figures for 
the number of workers involved.

“Prior to 2015 a dispute was counted as a new stoppage 
if there was a gap of more than one month between 
instances of industrial action,” the report said.

“From 2015 disputes with a gap of more than one month 
between instances of industrial action are counted as a 
single stoppage.”

So, if 100 workers struck in January 2014 and again 
in March, this would be recorded as 200 workers being 
involved in two separate stoppages.

If the same strikes took place in 2015, they would be 
recorded as 100 workers involved in one stoppage.

This also means that workers who strike more than once 
in a month are classed as one group of workers taking part 
in one stoppage.

So there are some problems with the figures, and they 
don’t tell the whole story.

Sometimes workers have won concessions simply by 
threatening to strike. For instance, between January 2000 
and December 2008 the RMT union balloted for action  
50 times, but only 18 of those led to strikes.

And it would be wrong to make comparisons with high 
points of struggle, such as 1926, and draw depressing 
conclusions. They are exactly that—high points, not the 
norm. 

But workers remain the group with the numbers and 
economic muscle to get rid of class society and create a 
socialist world. Dismissing them as powerless means giving 
up on that goal.

Bank of England’s desperate 
measures won’t stop turmoil
by DAVE SEWELL 

THE BANK of England 
(BoE) is fighting to avert a 
new recession by throwing 
billions of pounds at the 
City of London.  

The bank’s governor Mark 
Carney announced a dra-
matic set of “stimulus” meas-
ures last Thursday—and 
warned that growth would 
be far slower than previously 
predicted. 

He said, “We took these 
steps because the eco-
nomic outlook has changed 
markedly”.

Most significantly the BoE 
cut the basic interest rate to 
a record low of 0.25 percent, 
which should make it cheaper 
for banks to lend money to 
businesses. 

But banks are worried 
about their profit levels 
because capitalism remains 
mired in slump. 

Bosses haven’t been able 
solve the problems of low 
profitability that caused the 
global crash.

So Carney promised to 
protect their profits with a 
£100 billion sweetener—the 
new “term funding scheme”. 

Easing 
To try and boost lending the 
BoE also announced £70 bil-
lion of quantitative easing 
(QE). 

The BoE will create new 
money electronically and use 
it to buy “bonds” and “gilts” 
from companies and the 
government. 

These are large IOUs 
with the promise of future 
repayment. 

So banks and the govern-
ment are effectively being 
handed cheap, long-term 
loans. Bosses cautiously 

welcomed the moves, but 
their effect will be limited. 

The Tories and Carney 
are desperate to boost 
investment. 

But bosses aren’t holding 
back on investment because 
borrowing is expensive. 

They aren’t investing 
because profitability across 
the capitalist system remains 
low.

In 1992 the BoE had to 

slash the basic interest rate 
from 10 to 6 percent amid 
the turmoil that followed the 
“Black Wednesday” crisis. 

Emergency 
Carney could only nudge 
it down slightly from the 
already record low of  
0.5 percent—adopted in 2009 
supposedly as a short term  
emergency measure.

No amount of free money 
can drag a system based on 
maximising profits out of a 
crisis of profitability. 

But it could still boost 
commodity prices and fuel  
speculat ion—and even 
reverse the slowdown in 
London’s housing prices. 

The  Bank  o f  Japan 
and the Reserve Bank of 
Australia announced similar  

moves last week. 
Governments are under 

pressure to ease austerity and 
take advantage of low inter-
est rates to fund investments.

It adds to expectations that 
new Tory chancellor Philip 
Hammond could do this in 
his Autumn Statement.

Unlike the Tories, Labour’s 
left wing leadership demands 
that investment and QE are 
used to benefit working class 
people. 

But it will take a fight to 
make sure any move away 
from austerity is used to ben-
efit the people it hurt, not 
those who pushed it. 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

MARK CARNEY’S (left) new measures can’t hold back 
gathering storm clouds over the City of London (main)

 Survey shows up extent of historic child abuse
ONE IN 14 adults in 
England and Wales 
suffered sexual abuse 
when they were children, 
according to figures 
released last week.

The Crime Survey 
for England and Wales 
revealed abuse taking 
place on a large scale over 
a long period of time.

Some 11 percent of 
women and 3 percent 
of men told the survey 
they had been sexually 
assaulted as children.

The report spoke to 
some 35,000 adults and 
3,000 children. 

New questions about 

childhood abuse were 
included in the survey for 
the first time.

Its findings suggested 
that 567,000 women aged 
between 16 and 59 had 
suffered “sexual assault 
by rape or penetration” as 
children. 

The figure for men in 
the same age range was 
102,000.

Some 30 percent said 
the perpetrators of these 
types of attacks were most 
likely to be a friend or 
acquaintance. 

A further 26 percent 
were attacked by a family 
member. For other types of 

sexual assault, 42 percent 
said their attacker was a 
stranger.

The vast majority, some 
75 percent, did not report 
sexual assaults at the time 
due to embarrassment, 
humiliation or fearing they 
would not be believed.

The figures emerged 
in the same week that 
the independent inquiry 
into child sexual abuse in 
public institutions plunged 
yet again into crisis. 

Its chair, Dame Lowell 
Goddard, became the 
third chair to resign her 
position.
Sadie Robinson Dame Lowell Goddard 
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Oil strikers 
escalate 
action over 
pay attacks
An oil workers’ strike in the North 
Sea shows how to beat the energy 
bosses, reports  Raymie Kiernan

WORKERS EMPLOYED by Wood 
Group on Shell North Sea oil and 
gas platforms struck for 48 hours 
last week against new cuts to 
their pay and conditions—and 
are set to step up the action.

It was the Unite and RMT union 
members’ second joint strike in as 
many weeks.

Bosses want to slash benefits 
such as training, sick pay and travel, 
as well as pay. All in workers face 
a 30 percent cut and around 60 of 
them could lose their jobs.

It is part of an employer’s offen-
sive that has used a downturn in 
global oil prices to cut jobs and 
impose worse conditions to main-
tain profits.

Offshore contractors are the 
ones doing the dirty work but the 
major firms are behind it. The Wood 
Group dispute is no different. “It’s 
Shell that are pulling the strings 
in the background,” Wood Group 
worker Frank told Socialist Worker. 

He said the undercutting by rival 
contractors is “one reason why I’m 
losing my job”. Frank said the firm 
Archer that is taking over the ser-
vices contract employs people “on 
less than half the money we’re on”.

Grant
The crisis is having a big impact in 
Aberdeen. Shock new figures reveal 
a 33 percent rise in people applying 
for a crisis grant from the Scottish 
government. Some 7,750 people 
applied for one in 2015/16—just 
250 short of Edinburgh, a city of 
comparable wealth but over double 
the population.

It is also undermining safety. 
Hydrocarbon releases were up 
almost 10 percent last year and 
there is a dangerous backlog of 
safety critical maintenance.

Shell insists the strikes are having 
no impact on its operations but this 
is questionable. 

The workers are involved in crew-
ing services for everything from the 
helidecks to unloading boats to 
bringing food supplies. “Imagine it’s 
like a wee town,” Frank said. 

But the everyday essentials must 

be delivered hundreds of miles 
offshore.

A continuing overtime ban is 
starting to bite. Offshore worker 
Geoff said on his platform deck 
crew refused to unload a boat and 
“we never bunkered fresh water”. 

This was last weekend. Harsh 
weather conditions could delay 
another delivery until Wednesday.

He said, “We are now running 
out of potable water. The laundry 
is shut. We have to re-use towels, 
no clean clothes and no long show-
ers.” It would seem workers’ action 
is causing a bigger stink than bosses 
are letting on.

Frank said, “They’re obviously 
worrying about it escalating.” 

He said there is talk of them 
clearing workers off the rig before 
more action takes place but they 
would require helicopters to land 
first.

Unofficial action in the 1990s 
could provide an example, said 
Frank. “We just stuck a container 
on the helideck and nothing could 
land.”

As other contractors announce 
more jobs cuts the Wood Group 
workers provide a shining example 
of how workers can hit back at the 
bosses. 

Send messages of solidarity to the  
offshore workers fighting back to  
oil.rmt.secretary@gmail.com and 
offshoreunite@gmail.com

STRIKE DATES
Wood Group workers on seven 
Shell platforms are preparing 
to down tools over the next few 
weeks
lCrew on the Curlew strike on 
15, 22, and 29 August
lBrent Alpha and Bravo go out 
on 16, 23 and 30 August
lNelson, Gannet and Shearwater 
strike on 17, 24 and 31 August
lBrent Charlie faces a series of 
two six-hour stoppages a day on 
16, 20, 23, 27, and 30 August and 
3 September

AN OIL rig which ran aground off the Isle of Lewis in the Atlantic Ocean on Monday of this week. It was 
being towed out to sea in severe weather conditions   

Ukip racists tear each other apart as 
Brexit vote leads to leadership crisis
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE RACIST Ukip party has 
descended into civil war after the 
favourite to be the party’s next 
leader, Steven Woolfe, was banned 
from standing.

The party’s national executive 
committee (NEC) ruled that 
Woolfe could not stand as his 
application wasn’t received in time. 
The ruling led to bitter infighting 
among Ukip members and three 
NEC members resigned.

The scale of the crisis drove 
Ukip deputy leader, Paul Nuttall, 
to say, “I fear our party could be 
broken beyond repair”.

Threats
He wrote in the Daily Express, 
“All I read and hear these days are 
insults, name-calling, resignations 
and threats of expulsions.”

The vitriol against the decision 
pushed a group of NEC members, 
Piers Wauchope, Adrianne Smyth 
and Toby Coke, to publish a 
statement last Sunday. 

“Things have gone too far,” it 
whined. “If you were to arrive 
late at an airport and missed your 
flight, would you vilify the airline, 

call for it to be disbanded, or 
post pictures of people wielding 
rifles on Facebook calling for the 
airline’s management to be shot?

“That, in essence, is exactly 
what members of YI [Young 
Independence] have done.”

The statement claimed that 
Ukip members “attacking the NEC” 
wanted to “abolish” the NEC and 
were “hostile to Ukip’s internal 
democracy”. 

They may have a point.
Former leader Nigel Farage is 

allegedly working with Woolfe’s 
allies to call an extraordinary 

general meeting with the aim of 
abolishing the NEC.

Farage recently attacked the 
NEC as “total amateurs” and 
“among the lowest grade of people 
I have ever met”. 

He provoked the leadership 
contest when he resigned after the 
European Union (EU) referendum.

Woolfe, Ukip MEP for the 
North West of England and Ukip’s 
spokesperson on migration, was 
expected to succeed him. 

Attacking
He makes much of his mixed 
race heritage while attacking 
immigrants coming to Britain.

The approved candidates for 
Ukip leader are Bill Etheridge, 
Diane James, Elizabeth Jones, 
Jonathan Arnott, Lisa Duffy and 
Phillip Broughton.

Ukip was widely expected to be 
boosted by the Leave vote in the 
EU referendum. Instead it is in 
deep crisis and losing members. 

And that crisis is likely to 
continue after a new leader is 
elected.

Woolfe’s backers have already 
declared that any new leader will 
not have a clear mandate if Woolfe 
is kept off the ballot paper.Steven Woolfe—not on the ballot
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PEOPLE CELEBRATE the breaking of the siege in Aleppo 

 Aleppo siege broken but  
 bombs still pound area
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

SYRIAN OPPOSITION forces in 
Aleppo were fighting to recap-
ture the north western city as 
Socialist Worker went to press. 

This new offensive comes after 
they managed to break a month-
long siege of the rebel-controlled 
eastern half of city last Saturday. 

After breaking through, the 
opposition forces managed to cap-
ture most of the regime’s military 
complex in the west of the city.

Airstrikes by the regime and 
Russia have been pounding the 
area in a desperate attempt to stop 
their advance. 

The siege and bombardment of 
Aleppo, which was a centre of the 
popular revolution of 2011, shows 
the brutality of the regime.

Shattered
Dictator Bashar al-Assad has 
only hung on because of Rus-
s ian intervent ion.  But  the  
sectarian civil war launched by 
Assad has shattered society and 
deliberately marginalised genuine 
revolutionary forces. 

The areas not under the regime’s 
control are run by an alphabet soup 
of forces. The opposition offensive 
in Aleppo is being conducted by 
two groups, Fatah Halab (Aleppo 
Conquest) and Jaysh al Fatah 
(Army of Conquest).

The Army of Conquest is a sectar-
ian outfit, backed by Saudi Arabia, 
which includes the former Jabhat  
al-Nusra front. The US considers it 
to be a “power broker” because it is 
fighting both Assad and Isis.

While al-Nusra grew out of the 
revolution it tried to stamp its 
authority in rebel-held areas and 
dismantle the revolution’s popular 
committees. 

Syria is being torn apart by 

imperialist rivalries between a 
host of world and regional powers, 
including the US, Russia, Turkey 
and Gulf states. It has become one 
of several battlegrounds between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

To assert their imperialist inter-
ests, these powers are either inter-
vening directly or backing different 
armed groups. 

For instance, Iran backs the 
Assad regime and Saudi Arabia, 
other Gulf states and Turkey back 
the Army of Conquest. 

Meanwhile the Syrian National 
Council (SNC), which is backed by 

the West, congratulated the rebels 
on recapturing the city. 

The US can see Russia and 
Turkey edging closer together and 
is keen to position itself against 
that. 

Proxies
These shifting alliances between 
the powers, and their proxies, bring 
misery to ordinary Syrians. 

There is no short cut out of the 
horror—only independent mobili-
sations against Assad and all the 
imperialist powers offer a way out. 

Small civil society groups trying 

to carry on the tradition of the revo-
lution are under attack from armed 
factions. They are shut out from 
“peace talks” between the imperi-
alist powers and Assad. 

But under the cover of a cease-
fire in March Syrians did take to the 
streets in their thousands. While 
the revolution has been crushed, its 
legacy could shape genuine strug-
gles ahead.

IN BRIEF
Olympic protest 
at Rio games
THOUSANDS OF people 
protested in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, on Friday of last week as 
the 2016 Olympic Games began.

They opposed the new 
government of interim president 
Michel Temer, who took office 
after parliament voted to 
impeach centre left president 
Dilma Roussef.

Teacher Manuela Trindade 
said, “We want Temer out. It 
was a coup.”

They also highlighted the 
money spent on the games in 
a city whose local government 

has declared its acute funding 
problems a “public calamity”.

Several ticket holders were 
ejected from a women’s soccer 
match on Sunday for wearing 
T-shirts saying “Temer out” and 
holding signs saying “Come 
back democracy”.

Hunger strike hit 
jails in Israel
MORE THAN 80 Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails 
launched a mass hunger strike 
last week. 

They are demanding an end 
to administrative detention, 
which the Israeli state uses to 
lock up prisoners indefinitely.

The hunger strike was 
originally called in solidarity 
with prisoner Bilal Kayid, who 
has been on hunger strike for 
more than 50 days. 

‘Taskforce’ to 
ban BDS activists
THE ISRAELI government has 
announced plans to deport and 
ban Boycott Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) activists from 
entering the state of Israel.

A statement released by the 
Israeli state said it would launch 
a “taskforce” aimed at stopping 
BDS activists travelling to the 
occupied West Bank and East 
Jerusalem.

SOUTH AFRICA

 Anger at lack of change drives electoral setback for ANC
SOUTH AFRICA’S ruling party the 
African National Congress (ANC) 
has suffered its worst electoral 
setback since the end of apartheid. 
It took just over half the vote in 
elections last week.

High unemployment, a 
stagnating economy and a series 
of corruption scandals under 
president Jacob Zuma bolstered 
opposition. 

Pretoria, the capital, was 
wrested from the ruling party’s 
control in municipal elections. 

The ANC fared not much better 
in Johannesburg, the country’s 
biggest city, where it will have to 
join a coalition.

It suffered another humiliation 

in its symbolic birthplace, Nelson 
Mandela Bay, where the right wing 
opposition Democratic Alliance 
(DA) won enough seats to form a 
coalition. 

The DA is trying to build an 
openly pro-capitalist force.

Unopposed
The ANC has ruled virtually 
unopposed since the end of white 
minority rule in 1994. Zuma 
claimed that the ANC would rule 
“until Jesus comes back”. 

To its left the Economic 
Freedom Fighters (EFF), led by 
Julius Malema, built support by 
saying they are more radical than 
the ANC. The EFF promised to 

speed up land reform, root out 
corruption and take action against 
the multinationals and white-
owned big business.

The EFF highlights the lack of 
basic change for ordinary people 
after more than 20 years of ANC 
rule.

The ANC’s share of the vote  
fell from 62 percent in 2011 to  
54 percent nationally. The DA  
won 26.4 percent. 

The EFF won 8 percent of the 
vote and now holds the balance in 
Johannesburg and Pretoria. 

It was not clear whether the EFF 
would enter into coalitions, or who 
with.
Simon BasketterSouth African president Jacob Zuma

Woman holds sign—”Temer Out”

More online...
Syrian refugees keep legacy of 
revolution alive bit.ly/20QsIRu
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A lesser evil 
does exist
YOUR COLUMN on 
whether or not the 
Democrats are a lesser 
evil in the US election 
got it the wrong way 
round (Socialist Worker, 
2 August). 

I supported Bernie 
Sanders, but Hillary 
Clinton is a warmonger 
and possible psychopath. 

Trump has said he 
would defund Nato, be 
isolationist and have a 
dialogue with China and 
Russia.

The world would be 
a marginally safer place 
with Trump than Clinton. 

The US has been the 
most destabilising force 
for evil in the world for 
many decades.

Geoff Bridges
on Facebook

What’s the 
Hinkley point?
IT’S GREAT news that 
the plans for a new 
nuclear plant at Hinkley 
Point have been delayed 
(Socialist Worker, 
2 August).

I hope it’s scrapped in 
favour of technology that 
at least works!

Tom Stanger
 on Facebook

Serious times 
for China
YOUR FEATURE on 
the South China Sea 
was excellent (Socialist 
Worker, 26 July).

My Socialist Worker 
subscription is worth its 
weight in gold.

China and India are 
also crossing swords. 

This is under-reported 
but it’s getting serious.

Otto Lujan
Hull

Migrants’ win 
good for us all
GOOD ON workers at the 
Falwey refinery (Socialist 
Worker, 27 July)! There 
are too many shitty 
bosses in this country.

Ade Ball
on Facebook

lMIGRANT workers’ 
victory at Fawley shows 
that when we are united, 
and unionised, we can 
win.

Burger firm Byron’s 
decision to work with the 
state in their racist bid 
to criminalise migrant 
workers was disgusting. 

But it was not 
shocking given the level 
of racism being pushed 
from the top of society. 

Jane Harper
Eastleigh

NHS  treats LGBT+ people 
like second class citizens
SEVERAL LEADING media outlets 
have responded to  
ground-breaking advances in HIV 
prevention with homophobic 
slurs.

The uproar centres on a drug 
called Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PrEP).

Like the contraceptive Pill, it’s a 
preventative drug. Instead of 
stopping someone getting 
pregnant, it reduces by 80 percent 
the risk of contracting HIV.

The NHS should be jumping at 
the chance to fight the HIV 
epidemic in Britain.

Eight gay men contract the 
virus every day.

But NHS services are arguing 
between themselves about who 

should fund the drug. 
Earlier in the year NHS England 

said local authorities were 
responsibile to fund the drug. 

A high court ruling this week 
decided that the buck stops with 
NHS England.

But its first action was to 
decide to appeal the decision in a 
bid to shirk the responsibility of 
making PrEP available.

NHS England claimed that 
money spent on PrEP will detract 
from other treatments, and 
“deprive…children with cystic 
fibrosis a drug which could help 
them breathe.”

LGBT+ people are downgraded 
to second class citizens, whose 
health is not seen to be as 

important as “the worthy unwell.” 
A blame culture says that 

“irresponsible gays” bring HIV 
upon themselves. And NHS 
England is still trying to insist 
that the financial crisis in the NHS 
is somehow the fault of the sick 
for demanding too much.

NHS chief executive Simon 
Stephens has said that “the prices 
that the manufacturer is seeking 
to charge probably also need to 
take a substantial haircut to 
represent value.”

Its continued existence is proof 
that LGBT+ people still have a 
long way to go before we are truly 
regarded as equals.

Dani Singer
East London

With social 
media we 
can win
CHANGES IN the way that 
people get information 
have undermined the  
capitalists’ ability to limit 
the success of socialist 
movements.

The impact of the 
internet has been huge. As 
a result there is no longer 
any reason why a socialist 
cannot lead the Labour 
Party to electoral victory. 

The press socialises 
people into the norms, 
values, and beliefs of the 
dominant social group. 

Cultural hegemony is 
when people think that 
economic and social 
conditions are natural 
rather than created by 
people with a vested 
interest in the system.

This includes the belief 
that the rule of the 
dominant class is 
legitimate.

But now anyone with a 
reasonable mobile phone 
can record content and 
have it broadcast by news 
channels. We are in a 
period where still and 
moving images, in addition 
to the printed word, are 
now in a free for all.

Nobody controls the 
internet. I can publish 
anything I like. All it needs 
for an audience is someone 
willing to read or listen and 
pass it on to friends.

The Parliamentary 
Labour Party has the 
support of the majority of 
the capitalist mass media in 
its opposition to Jeremy 
Corbyn, yet despite this 
thousands support him.

All the left now has to do 
is keep on keeping on and 
not let the bastards grind us 
down. The road to power is 
wide open.

Martin Langley
West London

Stop Khan’s  
Wimbledon 
housing con
LONDON MAYOR Sadiq 
Khan has nodded through 
plans to redevelop  
Wimbledon Greyhound 
track as a football ground 
with only  
9 percent “affordable 
housing”.

Housing for 600 people 
is being built there.

Khan had previously said 
that developers needed to 
include 50 percent 
“affordable” homes on any 

new development. The 
thing with Sadiq Khan is 
that he doesn’t do what he 
says he’s going to do.

Where are all these 
houses going to go, and 
who’s going to have them? 

Galliard Homes are 

building the houses but 
they’re not going to live up 
to what they’re promising.  

They’re certainly not 
going to be for the working 
class or the unemployed.

Sheila Hill
South west London

Workers in Britain need 
to catch French disease
THE FRENCH Work Law is 
a brutal and direct attack on 
workers’ rights in France. 

Unions there have called 
a day of action to have it 
repealed on 15 September.

Here in Britain we have 
the Trade Union Act, which 
is a bruising attack on our 
working rights. 

We need to go to our 
union meetings and go up 
the chain of command to 
demand they call a strike 
on 15 September too.

We can raise solidarity 
with the French workers 

and also put pressure on 
the Tories to repeal the 
Trade Union Act here.

We need to be speaking 
to other union reps and 
work colleagues about the 
Work Law and the Trade 
Union Act.

This can help to build 
towards solidarity action 
and make sure that our 
colleagues are aware that 
the struggles that we face 
are the same as those in 
France and wider.

Neil Terry
Bradford

Just a 
thought...

Proposed redevelopment plans in Wimbledon 
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Private train firms are wreaking 
chaos on the railways and making 
passengers’ lives a misery. Now they 
want to ram through even more 
attacks—but a series of strikes to 
defend safety could stop them in their 
tracks, writes Raymie Kiernan

I
F YOU think your morning com-
mute is a bit hellish, spare a 
thought for those on the 7am 
Brighton to Bedford service. 
The route had the most over-
crowded train in Britain last 

year, carrying 540 more people 
than it was meant to—129 percent 
over capacity.

But it is not unique.
On a typical weekday well over 

half a million people arriving into 
London train stations during the 
morning peak face nightmare jour-
neys. And if you use Manchester’s 
Oxford Road station in that rush hour 
you may have a similar story to tell.

This snapshot from the latest 
Department for Transport figures is 
an indictment of rail privatisation.

It has failed on every level. 
Journeys are slower and more 
overcrowded than publicly owned  
services in Europe. We were prom-
ised lower public subsidies and a 
cheaper service. Instead fares have 
risen by an average of 117 percent 
and subsidies by 300 percent since 
privatisation in 1995.

Big firms have milked this scam for 
over two decades.

The top five took £3 billion from 
us between 2007 and 2011, made  
profits of £504 million and gave  
90 percent of it to shareholders. 
We have funded 90 percent of new 
investment in recent years.

But bosses want more. Enter driver 
only operation—or DOO. This attack 
lies behind strikes by train guards in 
Scotland, London and the south east 
of England this year. 

DOO is driven by government 
policy (see box). Rail companies, 
the Tories at Westminster and the 
Scottish National Party (SNP) gov-
ernment in Scotland want DOO 
extended across the network.

The Railway Safety Standards 
Board (RSSB), a body funded by 
operators, has admitted that DOO 
could increase risks to passengers 
and the severity of incidents.

But its report last year looked 
at the “most cost effective way” to 
extend it. It argued that “adopting a 
strategy of guard redundancies deliv-
ers the greatest economic benefit”. 
And “the best estimate for return over 
five years would be £350 million”.

In Scotland the SNP’s flagship 
plan to electrify the line between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow to speed 
up journeys is based on DOO. It is 
a big project with lots of cash and 
politicians’ credibility sunk into it. 
Platforms are being lengthened for 
longer trains to cope with rising pas-
senger numbers.

The SNP is on the side of Abellio 
Scotrail bosses in the current dispute 
over DOO.

It even incentivises the firm to 
push through the change. In the 
franchise agreement the SNP govern-
ment commits to use its “discretion” 
to “reimburse” losses “arising from 
industrial action”.

Down south the collusion is more 
blatant. Govia Thameslink Railway 
(GTR) seems akin to a hired gun for 
the Tories. GTR receives a set fee, dif-
ferent to any other rail franchise, to 
take on the unions and push through 
big changes on Britain’s biggest and 
busiest network.

Scotrail and GTR bosses, and poli-
ticians, have repeated the same myth 
to justify cuts and attack the strikes. 
They claim that workers are wasting 
passengers’ time with strikes just to 
keep control of the train doors.

The impression is that the guards 
just like being the ones who get to 
push the buttons.

RMT union rep Victor said this is 
“ridiculous”. He works for Southern, 
which is part of GTR.

Safely opening and closing doors 
isn’t just about pushing buttons. 

To argue that diminishes the guards’ 
role. It is safer if the doors are con-
trolled by a trained guard.

Victor said, “We get off the train 
and can see the whole train on the 
platform. We wait, we close the doors 
and press that button that everyone 
seems so interested in.

“Our door is still open and we can 
see if there are any dangers to people 
from the train before it sets off. We 
can see this better than the driver.”

The driver’s cab is not as all-see-
ing as bosses imply. Ricky, a Southern 
train despatcher, told Socialist 
Worker, “There are blind spots for 
the driver but they won’t pay to fix it.”

Victor explained how this can pose 
a danger. “If it’s pissing down with 
rain people are going to have umbrel-
las up,” he said. “It can obscure the 
driver’s view of someone coming to 
get on the train when it’s about to 
leave.

“And the driver by this point has 
plenty to worry about on the track 
with signals and driving the train.”

As a train leaves a station the guard 
remains at the door panel checking 
all is still safe. This is part of a guards’ 
duty until a train clears the platform 
by law for safety reasons. “If we see 

someone go under we can stop the 
train,” said Victor.

A driver can’t do this because they 
lose sight of the DOO monitor on the 
platform.

T
WO PAIRS of eyes are 
better than one—but one 
pair of eyes is cheaper, 
and companies think 
new technology makes 
the guard redundant.

“They think they’ve got these per-
fect trains now,” Ricky said. “It’s not 
just guards they want to get rid of—
they think they don’t need despatch-
ers now apparently.”

More accessible, longer trains with 
more space for up to 1,750 people 
are being introduced on another 
GTR line, Thameslink. They will no 
doubt be welcomed on the Brighton 
to Bedford line.

The new electric trains may save 
“enough energy to boil 3,000 kettles 
per day” and be “95 percent recycla-
ble” and we should welcome greener 
trains. But drivers operating the new 
12-car trains without other safety crit-
ical staff will be under more pressure.

At peak times Thameslink runs 
24 trains per hour through central 

London. Yet it said, “We’ll have just 
30 seconds to get people on and off 
these new trains.”

“That’s impossible,” said Victor, 
“These people live in a fantasy world. 
They can’t run a railway now, let 
alone do any of that.”

Every train passenger should sup-
port the unions’ fight for safety. Every 

trade unionist should too. If rail 
bosses are successful it will encour-
age bosses elsewhere to attack other 
groups of workers.

DOO and the role of the guard is 
only part of the bosses’ vision for our 
railways. They push other myths to 
justify cuts in stations.

They claim that ticket office staff 
aren’t needed as there are ticket bar-
riers and passengers use top-up or 
contactless payment cards.

Anyone without a ticket on the 
wrong side of the automatic barri-
ers will know how ridiculous these 
claims are. So too would anyone who 
has ever encountered problems with 
a machine.

This myth also assumes that staff 
simply sell tickets.

Yet anyone requiring assistance to 
travel, such as disabled passengers, 
will be hit by the cuts. Earlier this year 
Southern announced disabled pas-
sengers should give 48 hours’ notice 
to travel, if they required assistance.

It has since been changed to  

24 hours, but it’s still outrageous.
Brighton train guard Simon told 

Socialist Worker, “When stations 
have no staff people will get left 
behind. But we’re determined that 
these plans will not happen.”

E
LLEN CLIFFORD from 
Disabled People Against 
Cuts said, “Southern 
should not be making it 
harder for us to use trains. 
It will make the railways 

inaccessible for many disabled pas-
sengers. Without staff to help us on 
and off trains, many disabled people 
will simply be forced off Britain’s 
rail network.”

Ricky said the new roles that 
bosses want to impose “won’t be help-
ing passengers out at all”.

GTR bosses want to introduce a 
new on-board supervisor (OBS) role 
on Southern by 21 August. It will 
focus on issuing penalty fares to pas-
sengers. Workers fear it won’t be long 
until they’re being penalised for not 
selling enough.

“People with very little money with 
the wrong ticket because they missed 

their train will be treated like crim-
inals,” said Ricky. “That’s what this 
new OBS role is all about—it’s a glo-
rified revenue inspector.”

Victor added, “If they get rid of the 
guards, then this time next year we’ll 
be having the same arguments over 
the OBS role.”

Drivers in the Aslef union took 
a heavy hit when bosses won two 
successive court injunctions against 
them. They were banned from offi-
cially striking over DOO. But now 
they are balloting over another issue.

And it’s not just drivers. Station 
staff in the RMT and TSSA unions 
are both balloting over GTR’s cuts. By 
the end of August the unions could be 
preparing coordinated action.

Southern’s service has been a scan-
dal for many months. Politicians of 
all parties have stuck the boot in over 
its woeful performance. Many have 
said the firm should be stripped of the 
franchise.

“I’ve always said it should be rena-
tionalised,” Victor said. “The service 
is unacceptable and it’s not getting 
any better. These guys know they’ve 
done a wrong un.”

BACK STORY
Staff shunted by 
slasher McNulty
IN 2011 the Rail Value for Money 
Study report, better known as 
the McNulty Review, insisted 
that DOO should be the “default 
position for all services”.

It means drivers have the only 
safety critical role on the train as 
the guards are despatched. And 
other on-board staff—if there 
are any—will focus on boosting 
revenues.

McNulty misleadingly 
claimed that staff costs since 
privatisation had increased by 
50 percent. This ignored the 
fact that the number and length 
of passenger journeys had also 
risen by over 50 percent.

So too had the revenue 
generated by workers, which 
was up 56 percent, more than 
offsetting any increase in labour 
costs. 

The McNulty Review 
suggested over 20,000 jobs 
could be axed. This included 
train guards and catering staff, 
ticket office staff and track 
maintenance 
and 
signalling.

The real 
aim of DOO 
is to boost 
bosses’ 
profits and 
weaken 
workers’ 
organisation.

SLASHING STATION staff has had 
huge implications for disabled 
travellers. Some rail firms now 
demand 24 hours notice before 
wheelchair users travel if they 
think they will require assistance  

Picture: SocialiSt Worker

PROTESTING AT the abject failure 
of the Southern Rail franchise. The 

Tories have done all they can to 
protect the bosses’ profits

SOUTHERN RAIL guards take 
to the picket lines. Strikers are 
fighting for the safety of everyone 
who uses the rail network  

Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

COVENTRY
Black lives matter—the 
fight against racism today
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
What would socialism 
look like?
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Return of the slums and 
the crisis in housing
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Brighthelm Centre,
North Rd,
BN1 1YD
BURNLEY
The housing crisis
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
How powerful is the media?
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue,
CB2 8DB
CARDIFF
After Orlando—the fight 
for LGBT+ liberation
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Turkey in crisis
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
The case against 
immigration controls
Wed 24 Aug, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
EDINBURGH
Black lives matter—the 
fight against racism in 
Britain and  the US
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cavern Bar,
7 Bernard St,
EH6 6PW
EXETER
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm, 
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St,
EX4 6AW
HARLOW
Why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
After the failed July coup 
—lessons from Turkey
Wed 17 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LANCASTER
Jeremy Corbyn, the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Muhammad Ali—a fighter 
against racism and war
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Marxism and ecology
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,L7 7DX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Spain 1936—war 
and revolution
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Maida Hill Place,
2-4 Fernhead Rd, W9 3ET
LONDON: BRIXTON
A very capitalist 
condition—a history and 
politics of disability
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: EALING
The politics of sport
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St,
Acton, W3 6ND

LONDON: HACKNEY
Why do economic 
crises happen?
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Corbyn, Labour and the 
struggle for socialism
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Is the media all-powerful?
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm, 
Islington Town Hall,
Committee Room 1,
Upper St,
N1 2UD
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Can change come 
through parliament?
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA

LONDON: SOUTHWARK
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm, 
Snug room, The Grand Union,
26 Camberwell Grove,
SE5 8RE
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
LUTON
Blood on Blair’s hands 
after Chilcot—what 
really happened in Iraq
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood Crescent,
LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Is the media all powerful?
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church
Barlow Moor Rd,M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
The Paris Commune—
when workers took power
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

MEDWAY
Corbyn, the Labour 
Party and the struggle 
for socialism
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre,
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Imperialism and the 
threat of nuclear war
Thu 18 Aug, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
The case against 
immigration controls
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Marxism and ecology
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
POOLE
Defending the NHS
Tue 16 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB

PORTSMOUTH
Black lives matter—the 
fight against racism in 
Britain and  the US
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Southsea Community Centre,
St Paul’s Square,
PO5 4EE
SOUTHAMPTON
Jeremy Corbyn, the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Turkey and the Kurdish 
struggle for independence
Thu 18 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WAKEFIELD
Blood on Blair’s hands 
after Chilcot,—what really 
happened in Iraq 
Wed 24 Aug, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,
WF1 3LJ
YORK
Spain 1936—the fight 
against fascism
Wed 17 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BRADFORD
Eyewitness report from 
the Calais refugee camp
Wed 17 Aug, 7pm, 
Bradford Hotel,
Hall Ings,
BD1 5SH
BIRMINGHAM
Unwelcome Tory Conference 
to Birmingham 2016
Sun 2 Oct, 12am, 
Birmingham
DORCHESTER
Creeping privatisation 
of the NHS
Fri 2 Sep, 1.30pm,
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Confronting the rise in 
racism—Stand Up to Racism  
national conference
Sat 8 Oct, 10am, 
Friends House,
173-177 Euston Rd,
NW1 2BJ
Speakers include Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn,Diane
Abbott MP, Kate Osamor MP,
NUT general secretary Kevin
Courtney, UCU general
secretary Sally Hunt, PCS
general secretary Mark
Serwotka and Talha Ahmad,
Muslim Council of Britain.
standuptoracism.org.uk 
Day school—Marxism 
and Nature
Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am, 
Central London,
WC2E 9RZ
A one-day conference 
hosted by the International 
Socialism journal
GLASGOW
Marxism in Scotland 
Festival 2016
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St,
G2 4JP

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BOOKMARKS

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London, WC1B 3QE

020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Socialist Worker
 For daily updates and the stories that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

To receive alerts go 
to socialistworker.
co.uk add your email 
address in the 
‘Email updates’ box

Download Whatsapp 
to your phone Save 
07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker 
WhatsApp. Send 
‘start’ to the number 

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Send your reports and 
views to 
reports@ 
socialistworker.
co.uk

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker 
(Britain)

the socialist bookshop
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FILM
THE KILLING$ OF 
TONY BLAIR
Produced by George Galloway 
On DVD. Go to theblairdoc.com

GEORGE GALLOWAY told 
an audience in Bradford 
that his film, The Killing$ 
of Tony Blair, would make 
them angry and it would 
make them cry. He was 
right.

Blair’s “killings” are the 
murder of the Labour Party 
and of one million Iraqis. 

Then there’s the killing 
Blair has made hawking 
himself around despots and 
dictators since he left office.

There are some 
laughs. But the film pulls 
no punches. Former 
establishment figures line 
up to insist that Britain 

joined the invasion of Iraq 
based on a pack of lies.

The film then accuses 
Blair of using his position 
of Middle East envoy to 
feather his own nest.

The last part of the 
film makes a point that 
politicians have worked very 
hard to silence—that the 
invasion of Iraq led directly 
to the formation of Isis.

It’s not clear whether 
the film will go on general 
release. If not, everyone 
should try and seek out it 
out.
Dave Ramsden

Brecht is back—and still as 
popular and relevant today
The great radical playwright’s Threepenny Opera is on in London and will be 
in cinemas next month. Tomáš Tengely-Evans recommends going along
THE THREEPENNY Opera has been 
a big hit at the National Theatre 
this summer. Written by German 
playwright Bertolt Brecht, who died 
60 years ago this week, it tells the 
story of the decadence of “bour-
geois” society.

The play is set in 19th cen-
tury London and follows criminal 
MacHeath (“Mack the Knife”) and the 
respectable businessman Jonathan 
Jeremiah Peachum. In this version of 
London begging is part of an organ-
ised business that includes top cops.

Brecht’s aim was to show that the 
great swindle at the top of society, 
with its revolving doors of politi-
cians and bosses, is no different to 
 organised crime.

When the Threepenny Opera 
 premiered in 1928 it made Brecht an 
international star.

It’s fashionable to claim his plays 
are good despite their politics—or to 
simply dismiss Brecht as a Stalinist 
hack. These were attacks he faced in 
his time. Partly to get around them, 
Brecht began to develop his “epic the-
atre” style.

Distance
Brecht didn’t want theatre-goers to 
passively revel in his plays, he wanted 
them to think critically about what 
was unfolding on the stage. 

To distance the audience he 
chose historical settings or had an 
announcer summarise scenes before 
they began. 

You can’t ignore the politics in his 
later plays. 

The Mother, set during the Russian 
Revolution of 1905, shows a mother 
trying to free her Bolshevik son from 
jail herself become a Communist. 
This is where Brecht’s sober poem In 
Praise of Communism comes from. 

Communism is the “simple thing—
so hard to achieve,” he wrote. 

Brecht’s relationship to the 
Stalinist East German regime was 
contradictory. He believed it was an 
imperfect form of socialism. 

But after the Berlin Workers’ 
Uprising of 1953, which was brutally 
crushed by Russian tanks, he wrote 
the famous line, “Would it not be 
easier in that case for the government 
to dissolve the people?” 

What lives on is his beautiful and 
clear language to put across his radi-
cal political message—one which  
resonates today. 

As Brecht put it, “I always thought, 
the very simplest words must be 
enough … That you’ll go down if you 
don’t stand up for  yourself.”
The Threepenny Opera will be  
broadcast to cinemas around Britain on 
Thursday 22 September. 
Go to bit.ly/2b0f78w

The Paris Commune brought to life
THE RED VIRGIN AND THE VISION 
OF UTOPIA
by Mary M Talbot and Bryan Talbot. 
Cape, £16.99

THIS GRAPHIC novel tells the 
real-life story of revolutionary 
and anarchist Louise Michel.

Beginning in Paris, it shows 
how school teacher Michel 
fought on the barricades of the 
Paris Commune of 1871.

The Commune was crushed 

and thousands of Communards 
were massacred at the hands of 
the French state.

Michel escaped execution. But 
she and others were exiled to the 
penal colony New Caledonia in 
the middle of the Pacific Ocean.

The novel tells how Michel 
and her fellow exiles joined the 
indigenous population there in 
revolt against French rule.

The story is told in mostly 
black, white and grey. But shades 

of red here and there pick out 
the scarf on Michel’s neck, the 
flags on the barricades, and the 
blood on the streets.

The tale ends with Michel’s 
funeral on 22 January 1905—but 
the struggle goes on.

As the novel shows, that same 
day hundreds of demonstrators 
were killed in Russia—and the 
1905 revolution began.
Available at 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

GRAPHIC NOVELS are great at capturing the excitement and confusion that lead to revolts

Graphic novel

From the film’s poster

Please support

1917—Russia’s 
Red Year

100th anniversary graphic 
novel by John Newsinger and 

Tim Sanders

Crowdfunding campaign 
to raise £2,000

Donate online at  
kck.st/2axNTa7
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READ MORE
lJeremy Corbyn,  
Labour and  
the fight for  
socialism 
by Charlie Kimber 
£3

lParliamentary 
Socialism—A Study in the 
Politics of Labour
by Ralph Miliband  
£16.95 

lThe Vote—How it was 
won and how it was 
undermined 
by Paul Foot  
£9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

O
NCE again  
t h i s  s um-
mer we are 
witnessing a 
Labour Party 
leadersh ip 

election. And once again 
Jeremy Corbyn is the 
frontrunner.

But there the similarities 
end. For one thing, this time 
the election is the result of 
a savage attack mounted on 
Corbyn by the Parliamentary 
Labour Party (PLP) with the 
aim of removing him as 
party leader. For another, 
the support Corbyn is get-
ting is off the scale.

The rallies he addressed 
when he stood for leader 
last summer were impres-
sive enough. But this time 
they are astonishing. 

Some 10,000 in Liverpool, 
3,000 in Hull, 2,000 in 
Leeds—all in the north of 
England—followed by others 
in Cornwall. This gives the 
lie to the idea that Corbyn’s 
appeal is limited to affluent 
London liberals.

The left Labour journal-
ist Owen Jones has tried to  
poo-poo  these  ra l l i e s . 
He wrote,  “Michael Foot 
attracted huge rallies across 
the country in the build-up to 
Labour’s 1983 general election 
disaster.”

It’s true that Foot addressed 
massive demonstrations against 
unemployment in Liverpool 
and Glasgow in the winter of 
1980-1. 

But he spoke to them as 
unchallenged leader of the 
Labour Party in cities where 
the organised working class 
was then still very strong.  

The 1983 election debacle 
followed a series of defeated 
strikes and a right wing split 
from Labour.

Fiercely
For a leader of the Labour left 
in a fiercely contested inner-
party election, with the bulk 
of the PLP against him, to get 
meetings of such a size is quite 
unprecedented.

Corbyn’s rallies—and the 
increase in Labour Party mem-
bership over the past year—
confirm that a genuine popular 
movement of the left has gath-
ered around his leadership. 

This is also confirmed by the 
fact that the PLP’s chosen chal-
lenger, Owen Smith, is cam-
paigning on an apparently left 
wing programme, acknowl-
edging the change in the party 
membership.

“My heart sort of sank,” a 
right wing Labour MP told the 
Financial Times newspaper. 
“But we recognise that, with the 
‘selectorate’, you have to have a 
soft-left candidate.”

What is happening is more 
broadly unprecedented. 

For the past century, there 
have been three centres of 
power in the Labour Party—
the PLP, the leaders of affili-
ated trade unions, and the mass 
membership in the constituency 
parties (CLPs).

In many ways it has been 

the unions that have played the 
pivotal role—or more precisely, 
the bureaucracy of full-time 
officials that dominate them. 

The role of this trade union 
bureaucracy has always been 
to negotiate the terms on which 
the workers they represent are 
exploited by capital.

Their aim therefore has never 
been to lead workers’ struggles, 
but to achieve compromises 
with capital. 

So they are a fundamen-
tally conservative force within 

the workers’ movement—the 
Labour Party included.

Movements of the left have 
developed in the CLPs in the 
1920s, the 1930s, the 1950s, 
and the late 1970s. 

Each time the union leaders 
wielded their block vote at party 
conferences to defeat them.

Essentially Labour has been 
dominated by a right wing alli-
ance between the PLP and the 
trade union bureaucracy. 

So it has never been a genu-
inely anti-capitalist party. But 

rather, as the Russian revolu-
tionary Vladimir Lenin put it, 
it is a capitalist workers’ party 
that arises ultimately from 
workers’ struggles, but seeks to 
contain them within the exist-
ing system.

But now these mechanisms 
are breaking down—ironically 
in part because of the over-con-
fidence of the right. 

I
N THE era of New Labour 
(1994-2010), they cam-
paigned to transform 
Labour into a conven-
tional “centre-left” party, 
breaking the link with the 

unions. 
Tony Blair never succeeded 

in achieving this. Ed Miliband 
in part owed his own election 
as party leader in 2010 to union 
support.

Partially because of this he 
conceded a key demand of the 
right. 

Henceforth the leader would 
be elected on the basis of one 
person, one vote, by ordinary 
members and supporters in 
affiliated unions.

The removal of the stabiliser 
provided by the union block 
vote made last year’s leader-
ship election sensitive to a 
broader mood of political rad-
icalisation in British society. 

The movements against 
austerity and racism found 

expre s s ion  in  Corbyn ’ s 
candidacy. 

He swept away the New 
Labour mediocrities confront-
ing him, and seems set to do 
the same to Owen Smith.

But the effect is a reconfigu-
ration of power within Labour, 
with Corbyn as leader, backed 
by the membership, confront-
ing a bitterly hostile PLP. 

So far most union leaders 
have backed him.

This has been a crucial factor 
in allowing him to survive the 
mass resignations from the 
shadow cabinet after the vote 
to leave the European Union on 
23 June.

But this polarisation has cre-
ated a highly unstable situation 
that is scaring some of Corbyn’s 
former supporters. Prominent 
among them is Owen Jones.

Mistakes
Without siding with the Labour 
right, he has criticised what he 
regards as mistakes made by 
Corbyn’s team and their failure 
to address “catastrophic” polls.

These criticisms have caused 
widespread anger on the left. 
Jones has responded by saying 
on Facebook, “I’d prefer having 
a bucket of sick being poured 
over me for writing it to sitting 
back while the left just jumps 
off a cliff without resolving 
these problems.”

This is a horrendously mixed 
metaphor, but it’s also a wrong 
one.

Corbyn and the left aren’t 
jumping off a cliff, the Labour 
right are trying to push them 
off one.

It was Hilary Benn, Angela 
Eagle and Co who—when the 
Brexit vote had thrown the 
Tories into disarray—initiated 

CORBYN—
NOT SMITH 
OR JONES
As the Labour leadership contest hots up, Alex Callinicos 
looks at the roots of the conflict gripping the Labour Party 
and explains why it matters that Jeremy Corbyn wins

hostilities by resigning from the 
shadow cabinet. 

And when this failed to force 
Corbyn out, they backed Smith 
against him. 

This is a moment for every-
one on the radical left to rally 
round Corbyn, and people are 
entitled to ask Jones which side 
he is on.

Nevertheless, his self-publi-
cising agonising does point to 
an important problem.

Labour exists fundamen-
tally to win elections. This is 
accepted as much by the left as 
by the rest of the party.

Tony Benn, Corbyn’s mentor, 
was a champion of parliamen-
tary democracy. He wanted 
to see its power extended in 
order to transform Britain  
economically and to win its 
independence from the EU and 
Nato.

Elections
To put it more simply, the 
Labour left exists in order to 
achieve socialism by winning 
elections. 

Therefore the polls matter. 
Maybe the poor figures result 
from a combination of Theresa 
May enjoying a short-term 
bounce and the negative impact 
of the PLP coup.

But if Labour doesn’t regain 
ground electorally in the next 
few months, then, even if 
Corbyn does demolish Smith, 
he will face growing pressures. 

The union leaders, who have 
generally supported him so far, 
may start getting nervous and 
push for a compromise with the 
right.

T
HIS POINTS to 
the tension inher-
ent in wanting, as 
Corbyn and John 
McDonnell argue, 
t o  t r a n s f o r m 

Labour into a social movement 
and simultaneously to 
make it a successful 
electoral party. 

The rhythms and 
imperatives of mass strug-
gles and of the electoral 
cycle are not the same, 
and they may well diverge 
or even come into conflict.

It is because the Socialist 
Workers Party gives prior-
ity to building mass strug-
gles that we remain outside 
Labour. 

For us elections are at 
best one front in the class strug-
gle, and not the most important 
one. 

We are organised to support 
and develop mass movements 

through which working people 
can take direct control of their 
lives.

We see the movement around 
Corbyn helping to achieve this 
goal. So we strongly support 
him against the right. 

Everyone on the left should 
be campaigning hard in the 
broader labour movement for 
him to defeat Smith in the lead-

ership election.
If Corbyn wins a convinc-

ing victory, there will be a 
real chance to transform the 
British left on a more mili-
tant and principled basis.

But  se i z ing  th i s 
opportunity will con-
front us all, inside or 
outside the Labour 
Party,  with tough 
strategic and tactical 
choices.

The stakes are very 
high.

Owen Jones 
(top) and Corbyn 
supporters (above 
below)

Essentially 
Labour has 
been dominated 
by a right wing 
alliance 

‘‘ 

Corbyn rallies supporters

 in Hull Picture: Neil terry

Naked in the chamber—the 
contortions of Nye Bevan

Tomáš Tengely-Evans  
continues our series 
on the Labour Party 
with a look at a figure 
claimed by both the 
left and the right
ANUERIN BEVAN, the 
minister of health who 
founded the NHS, is held 
up by the Labour left as 
representing the party’s 
socialist tradition. 

But it isn’t just the left who 
claim his mantle. Leadership 
challenger Owen Smith says 
his “great hero” is Bevan—
because he knew “principles 
without power” are useless.

Born in the South Wales 
Valleys, Bevan was aged 13 
when he went to work in the 
pits. By 19 he was the chair 
of his union branch during 
a revolutionary period of 
working class militancy.

He was associated with 
The Miners’ Next Step, a 
revolutionary trade union 
manifesto published in 1912 
calling for workers’ control. 

Bevan could see the power 
of the working class to change 
society. But the defeat of the 
1926 general strike began to 
change everything for him.

Labour and TUC leaders 
betrayed workers and left the 
miners to fight on for a year 
until their humiliating defeat.

Lesson
For Bevan the lesson was that 
workers didn’t have power—
and that socialist politics were 
impossible outside Labour. 

He wrote, “The defeat of 
the miners ended a phase, 
and from then on the 
pendulum swung sharply to 
political action. It seemed 
to us that we must try to 
regain in parliament what 
we had lost on the industrial 
battlefield.”

This assessment proved a 
fatal trap. For the rest of his 
life Bevan tried to grasp at 
political power, but always 
saw it disappearing before 
him. 

First he worked to get 
elected onto the local council 
but, “I discovered when I got 
there that power had been 
there, but it had just gone.

“I learned that power had 
slipped down to the county 
council—so I worked very 

hard and I got there and it 
was gone from there too.”

As Bevan told this story 
to the House of Commons in 
1943, he was discovering that 
power had gone from there 
too. 

But by this point he 
didn’t believe there was any 
alternative.

He was critical of Labour 
prime minister Clement Attlee 
and the Labour right for 
diluting the party’s socialist 
policies. But he stayed silent 
as they pushed through 
austerity and sent troops to 
break strikes.

The Labour left believed 
the government was bringing 
about socialism and needed 
to defend it.

The “Keep Left” group of 
MPs were critical when the 
Labour government brought 
in a “voluntary” wage freeze 
in 1948. But their problem 
was that it was “voluntary” 
and wasn’t about “socialist 
planning”.

Bevan finally resigned 
in 1950 after chancellor 
Hugh Gaitskell introduced 
prescription charges while 
increasing arms spending to 
fund the war effort in Korea. 

After Labour’s 1951 general 

election defeat, Bevan led the 
left rebellion against the party 
leadership mainly on foreign 
policy.

The “Bevanites” rebelled in 
parliament after Britain’s first 
hydrogen bomb test in 1955. 
Threatened with expulsion, 
Bevan made peace with 
Gaitskell who became party 
leader. 

Nuclear
In 1957 Bevan denounced the 
left for supporting unilateral 
nuclear disarmament. He 
argued that it would send a 
foreign secretary “naked into 
the conference chamber”. 

The pressure was on 
Bevan to unite the party so it 
could win the 1959 election. 
But his speech had broken 
Bevanism—and after the 
1959 defeat the right went on 
the attack. 

Shortly before his death 
the following year Bevan 
privately complained, “The 
Parliamentary Labour Party is 
rotten through and through 
… it isn’t really socialist at 
all.” 

But having lost faith in the 
ability of working class people 
to change society, the young 
miner militant had gradually 
made peace with the right. 

His contortions stripped his 
left wing clothes one by one 
until he stood naked in the 
parliamentary chamber.
Also in this series: 
lStafford Cripps—a turncoat 
twice over bit.ly/2az9b3Q 
lWhy Lenin said Communists 
must try to affiliate to Labour 
bit.ly/2anvZs5 
lThe Independent Labour 
Party—prioritising parliament 
gave more power to the right 
bit.ly/2aYNNe7

BETWEEN 1945 and 1951 Labour used troops 18 times 
against strikers such as these dockers in London, 1949

The PLP is 
rotten through 
and through 
...it isn’t really 
socialist at all
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A major national conference bringing together speakers, 
organisations and activists from anti-racist campaigns 

across Europe. 
The conference will examine the current struggle 

against racism in Britain and beyond. This includes the 
fight against Islamophobia and antisemitism, defending 
civil liberties and migrants’ rights and building solidarity 

with the Black Lives Matter movement in the US.
The humanitarian crisis in Europe will also be discussed 

with the intention of developing an action plan for activists 
and organisations who want to campaign for more to be 

done for refugees.

standuptoracism.org.uk

CONFRONTING THE  
RISE IN RACISM

STAND UP TO RACISM NATIONAL CONFERENCE 8 OCTOBER 
Friends Meeting House, 173-177 Euston Road, London  NW1 2BJ

Themes include:
• From the US to Britain—Black Lives 

Matter
• Prevent, the Extremism Bill and 

defending civil liberties
• Brexit—defend migrant rights & 

freedom of movement
• Trump to Ukip—opposing right wing 

populism
• Europe and the renewed threat of 

fascism and the far right
• Refugees welcome here
• Love Music Hate Racism
• Austerity and the rise in racism

Speakers include: 
Jeremy Corbyn MP, Labour Leader
Diane Abbott MP 
Kate Osamor MP 
Owen Jones, journalist
Kevin Courtney, NUT general secretary 
Colette Levy, Hidden Child of Vichy   
Claude Moraes MEP,  
Maurice Wren, Refugee Council
Talha Ahmad, Muslim Council of Britain, 
Mark Serwotka, PCS general secretary
Sally Hunt, UCU general secretary
Weyman Bennett, Stand Up to Racism
Sabby Dhalu, Stand Up to Racism
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Tories want to lock up kids and 
punish migrants with isolation
New guidelines to detention centre guards will mean migrants can be kept in solitary 
confinement—even if it could kill them. It’s all part of a new onslaught, says Dave Sewell

LOCKING UP migrants is 
what Theresa May does 

best. Thousands of migrants 
were held in detention centres 
while she was home secretary.

Now May is prime minister things 
are set to get even worse—with soli-
tary confinement and the return of 
detention for children.

The Home Office is set to tell 
guards at immigration detention 
centres they can throw detainees 
into solitary confinement even if 
doctors warn it could kill them.

The draft “detention services 
order” says guards can isolate 
anyone they judge to be “stubborn” 
or “disobedient”. They don’t have to 
tell the person why for up to two 
hours, or even consult an area man-
ager unless the solitary confinement 
extends beyond two weeks.

Any medical advice that this 
may be life-threatening must be 
“urgently considered” but can then 
be ignored as long as the reasoning 
is logged.

The guidance came to light just 
days after a report into the death 
of a detainee chained to his hos-
pital bed in 2012 was released. It 
questioned the use of restraint on 
ill detainees. The new policy could 
lead to further deaths.

Prison
Thousands of asylum seekers and 
migrants are detained every year. 
They have committed no crime, 
but their detention differs from a 
prison sentence only in that there is 
no time limit.

Some—such as the Byron burger 
restaurant workers rounded up 
last month—are detained in the 
run-up to being deported. Others 
are simply waiting for their asylum 
requests to be considered.

The centres are run by priva-
tised guards from firms such as 
G4S, Serco and GEO. Fines for any 
escapes give them an incentive to 
err on the side of harshness.

At Yarl’s Wood in Bedfordshire, 
the only detention centre for 
women, there have been allegations 
of horrific racist and sexual abuse 
by guards.

Some 52 pregnant women were 
locked up in the last five months of 
2015. Twelve of them were held for 
over a month and two of them for 
over three months.

This shows the Home Office is not 
following its own guidelines that 
say pregnant women should only be 
held in “exceptional circumstances”.

After months of resistance the 
Home Office released the fig-
ures last week after a Freedom of 
Information request by the cam-
paign Women for Refugee Women. 

And on the last day of parliament 
last month the Tories announced 
that children would again be held 
in detention centres. 

The announcement rolled back a 
concession made in 2011.

Charity Barnado’s has been help-
ing run a “pre-departure” centre for 
families which will now close. But it 
refuses to take part in running ser-
vices for children inside a centre.

The brutal system of detention 
needs to end—but the Tories are 
going backwards.
Shut down Yarl’s Wood protest,  
Sat 10 Sep, 1pm-5pm, Yarl’s Wood  
immigration removal centre,  
Twinwoods Business Park, Thurleigh 
Rd, Milton Ernest, MK44 1FD.  
Organised by Movement for Justice

PROTESTING AGAINST the detention of migrant workers at a restaurant in London Picture: Guy Smallman

Corbyn to be at conference
LABOUR PARTY leader 
Jeremy Corbyn has joined 

the line-up of the Stand Up 
to Racism (SUTR) national 
conference on Saturday  
8 October in central London.

He joins speakers including 
MPs Diane Abbott and Kate 
Osamor and union leaders 
Kevin Courtney (NUT), 
Mark Serwotka (PCS) 
and Sally Hunt (UCU).

Former child refugee 
Colette Levy, Talha Almad 

of the Muslim Council of 
Britain and Refugee Council 
chief executive Maurice 
Wren will also take part.

SUTR was the main 
organiser of national marches 
against racism in March 
of the past three years.

Its local groups have 
led campaigning in 
solidarity with refugees. 

And it has also been 
part of the Black Lives 
Matter movement.

TUC report can’t 
have it both ways

THE TUC has called for 
anti-racist solidarity, more 

funding for public services and 
clampdowns on abusive employers 
to reshape the debate on 
immigration.

Its new report on “Managing 
migration better for Britain” 
published last week contains 
much that is welcome. But it is 
fatally undermined by dangerous 
concessions.

The report rightly takes on the 
myth that migration is a drain on 
public services. And it is firmer 
than some union leaders on the 
issue of migration and wages. 

It points out that “as a whole, 
migration does not reduce wages 
or increase unemployment”.

It is “unscrupulous employers” 
who “will always seek someone 
to exploit so they can undercut 
existing workers”. 

So the report calls for more 
enforcement, regulation and 
collective bargaining to uphold 
the rights of all workers. This is 
the right approach. However, it 
also calls for more border control 
staff and a ban on advertising only 
abroad for jobs in Britain.

Repression
More border controls mean 
more of the repression that 
keep migrant workers vulnerable 
to bosses. Making it harder to 
hire foreign workers is a sop to 
scapegoating.

Worse still, it calls for 
legalising “local labour clauses” 
in procurement contracts. This 
is inherently discriminatory. And 
“local jobs for local workers” can 
spill over into the explicitly racist 
demand of “British jobs for British 
workers”. Even some of the call for 
more funding in public services is 
couched in dodgy assumptions.

The TUC calls for a “migration 
impact fund” to fund services in 
areas of high immigration.

It’s true that where population 
increases more services are 
needed. But funding more services 
for bigger populations is a simple 
general principle.

Talk of a special fund is about 
perception—showing those who 
see migration as a problem that 
their “concerns” are being dealt 
with. It panders to the very myths 
the report seeks to take on.

Trade union leaders are masters 
of talking out of both sides of their 
mouth. But beating racism will 
take principled consistency.
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Notts anti-fascists   
humiliate Nazi EDL
AROUND 400 anti-fascists 
outnumbered an English 
Defence League (EDL) protest 
in Nottingham last Saturday.

The racist EDL mustered 
around 100 and were only 
able to march due to police 
protection. 

The counter-protest was 
called by Unite Against 
Fascism and joined by trade 
unionists from the NUT, CWU, 
RMT, PCS, Unison and Notts 
trades council.

nUNITE AGAINST Fascism 
has called a protest against 
the Sunderland Defence 
League and North East 
Infidels for this Saturday.

It assembles at 1pm,  
The Murray Library, Chester 
Rd, Sunderland SR1 3SD.

Fight to save rehab 
is on in Glasgow
A CAMPAIGN is forming 
in the south of Glasgow to 
save rehab services from the 
Labour council’s cuts.

The council ran a 
competitive tender for three 
“hubs” to replace local 
rehabs. The centres were 
placed in a price war, with a 
30 percent cut.

Workers could now face 
redundancy.

French state plans 
attack on ‘jungle’
FRENCH AUTHORITIES could 
soon close all the shops and 
restaurants run by refugees 
in the “jungle” shantytown in 
Calais. A court was set to rule 
on Wednesday on whether to 
give them the go-ahead.

A petition has been set 
up to save the Kid’s Cafe, a 
not-for-profit centre that gives 
free meals and language 
classes to children.
lTo sign go to chn.ge/2aD8HtB

Protest against 
arch-enemy council
AROUND 100 people joined 
a protest against the forced 
redevelopment of the Brixton 
arches in south London on 
Tuesday of last week. 

Lambeth’s Labour-run 
council and Network Rail’s 
plans would hike rents up by 
300 percent and evict local 
businesses. The evictions are 
due to take place in the next 
two weeks, but campaigners 
are keeping up the fight. 
Tim O’Dell
lSavebrixtonarches.com

Magistrates find 
against tax protest
PROTESTERS rallied outside 
Tottenham Magistrates Court 
to support retired reverend 
Paul Nicolson on Thursday of 
last week.

He refuses to pay his 
council tax in opposition to 
Haringey Council’s action 
against benefit claimants with 
council tax arrears.

The court issued an order 
against Nicolson.
Paul Burnham

 Serious action can beat back  
 Tories’ redundancy pay attack
by NICK CLARK 

THE PCS civil service workers’ 
union has said it is refusing to 
sign up to Tory government 
plans to cut redundancy 
pay for its members. 

The Tories want to cut 
civil service redundancy pay 
by 25 percent and reduce the 
compulsory redundancy notice 
period to three months. 

They are refusing to talk 
with unions unless they agree 
to accept the changes.

Their attack on the Civil 
Service Compensation 

Scheme (CSCS) comes as 
office closures in government 
departments, such as HM 
Revenue & Customs and the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions, threaten thousands 
of jobs.

The PCS, along with the 
Unite and POA unions, has 
refused to sign up to cuts 
before entering talks. 

But the FDA, Prospect, GMB 
Unison and the Defence Police 
Federation have all accepted 
the cuts.

A statement from the PCS 
said, “We believe it is frankly 
outrageous for the Cabinet 

Office to require unions to sign 
up to the cuts before joining 
the talks. It’s disappointing 
that unions that represent a 
small minority of civil servants 
appear to have agreed to this.”

The PCS has launched a 
parliamentary petition calling 
on the government to stop the 
changes. 

But it will take industrial 
action to stop the attacks on 
redundancy pay—and save 
civil service jobs in the first 
place.

Candy Udwin, who sits on 
the PCS national executive 
committee, said in a personal 

capacity, “Industrial action 
against attacks on CSCS 
would need to run alongside 
our campaigns against cuts, 
privatisation and office 
closures. 

“Industrial action would 
have to include both national 
action and targeted action 
and be a serious, sustainable 
campaign.”

She added, “Relaunching 
the fighting fund and learning 
lessons from the successful 
disputes at National Gallery 
and National Museum Wales 
would show we were serious 
about fighting.”

THOUSANDS OF LGBT+ people and their supporters joined Pride marches in Leeds (pictured) and in Brighton last 
Saturday. In Leeds activists from Stand Up to Racism and LGBT+ Against Islamophobia joined a lively bloc alongside trade 
unionists and other campaigners   Picture: Neil terry

LGBT+ POST WORKERS 

Unions slam 
payouts for 
post bosses
POSTAL workers’  
unions have slammed 
revelations that top Post 
Office bosses have paid 
themselves hundreds 
of thousands of pounds 
while ordinary workers 
face job losses.

Post Office accounts show 
that chief executive Paula 
Vennells was paid more than 

£600,000 last year. Chief 
financial officer Al Cameron 
got £500,000.

The news comes as Post 
Office workers in the CWU 
union are balloting for 
strikes over Tory plans to 
privatise or close post offices 
across Britain. 

The plans could see some 
2,000 workers lose their 
jobs. The ballot is set to close 
next Friday. 

The Unite union, which 
organises Post Office 
managers, is also preparing 
to ballot. 

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 

Paula Vennells—raking it in

HIGHER EDUCATION 

Walkouts 
can win at 
London Met
AN INDICATIVE ballot 
for strikes at London 
Metropolitan University 
ended as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

The ballot for action is 
against bosses’ plans to 
impose 395 redundancies. 

It also asks if workers 
would call on the union to 
begin a boycott—greylisting—
of the university. 

Bosses have imposed 
compulsory redundancy on 
two leading UCU union reps, 
Mark Campbell and David 
Hardman.

Many workers fear the 
university is being prepared 
for privatisation—and that 
bosses want to weaken the 
union to push it through.

The union should begin an 
official strike ballot. 

Trade unionists 
everywhere should back any 
action the workers take.
Sadie Robinson

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Janitors in Glasgow call a week-long strike over pay
JANITORS WORKING for 
Glasgow City Council-
owned firm Cordia were 
set to begin a five-day 
strike next Monday.

The Unison union 
members, who work in 
schools, are demanding 
the Labour-run council 
pays them the same as 
other council workers 

who do similar physically 
demanding task. 

Brian Smith, Unison 
branch secretary, said, 
“The payment due to our 
members for these duties 
means that they lose 
earnings of £500 to £1,000 
every year.  

Strikers plan to begin 
and end their strike with 

protests outside Glasgow 
City Chambers.

 They also plan to leaflet 
parents at the school gates 
during the other mornings of 
their walkout. 

The janitors have already 
struck for 19 days since 
March. They also began 
boycotting certrain duties, 
such as litter picking, in 

January. 
This is an important 

escalation in their dispute. 
Every trade unionist should 
get behind the janitors.    
lJoin the rally at Glasgow City 
Chambers, George Square G2 
Mon 15 August, 12.30pm 
Send messages of solidarity to 
enquiries@glasgowcityunison.
co.uk
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 Wait for a week of strikes  
 then two come in at once

HEALTH WORKERS

Hospital staff protest over 
attack on hours and pay

CLEANERS, CATERERS and 
security guards employed 
by outsourcing giant ISS at 
Homerton Hospital in east 
London are fighting attacks 
on their hours and jobs.

Around 50 of the Unison 
union members and their 
supporters rallied outside the 
hospital gates on Thursday 
lunchtime of last week. 

The workforce numbers 
some 240.

Hospital bosses awarded 
ISS a new contract last 
October worth more than 
£45 million over five years.

It swallows up all services, 
such as cleaning, portering 
and security, previously done 
by different companies.

ISS have since threatened 
job cuts or “redeployment” 
unless workers accept a 

reduction in hours worth up 
to a quarter of their pay.

Geraldine told Socialist 
Worker, “If we weren’t here 
to do the cleaning it would 
affect the whole hospital. 
How can you care for patients 
in a dirty environment?”

David added, “We are 
already struggling and 
reducing our hours would 
make this work harder.

“We don’t have enough 
staff and don’t have enough 
stock. We can’t dry the mops 
properly—meaning they 
smell and are unhygienic.”

When workers were asked 
if they would be willing 
strike every hand shot up. 
As Geraldine said, “Am I in 
favour of striking? Of course 
I am.”

Unison should immediately 
ballot its members.
lWorkers’ names have been 
changed

SUSSEX

Drivers vote 
to walk out 
for liabilities
HEALTH WORKERS in Sussex 
have voted overwhelmingly 
for strikes in a consultative 
ballot over unpaid back pay.

The GMB union members 
voted by 92 percent on a 
63.5 percent turnout.

Subcontractor Coperforma 
has run health passenger 
transport services in Sussex 
since 1 April. 

When the previous 
contractor went bust, 
outsourcer Docklands 
Medical Services and its 
subcontractor Coperforma 
promised to honour all 
outstanding liabilities. 

Despite this, workers have 
not been paid some £45,000 
in overtime and unsocial 
hours pay. 

BUS DRIVERS and supporters rally on the picket line at Weymouth’s bus depot on Monday Picture: councillor tia roos

LONDON

100 Wood St 
fight is over
THE LONG-running dispute 
by cleaners at the 100 Wood 
Street corporate offices in 
the City of London ended 
last week. The United Voices 
of the World (UVW) union 
members were fighting for 
the London Living Wage and 
against sackings. 

Petros Elia, UVW general 
secretary, told Socialist 
Worker, “These were migrant 
workers and had never been 
in a union before and had 
never been on strike before. 

“But the cleaners’ dogged 
determination saw this 
campaign through to the 
end.”

OFFICE CLEANERS

Nationwide 
gets shifty 
in Swindon
THE GMB union is balloting 
cleaners and security staff 
for strikes at the Nationwide 
building society headquarters 
in Swindon.

They are fighting against 
outsourcer Carillion’s plans 
to slash their working hours 
and make them work at more 
unsocial times.

The cuts had been planned 
to go ahead earlier in the 
year but were cancelled 
following protests outside 
Nationwide headquarters.

The cleaners currently 
work early shifts, but bosses’ 
plans would see many work 
between 5pm and 10pm on 
weekdays. Some would also 
have to work full day shifts at 
the weekend. 

BUS WORKERS

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

ON THE protest outside Homerton Hospital  Picture: socialist Worker

by TIM NICHOLLS

WEYMOUTH BUS workers returned 
to the picket line on Monday in their 
long-running dispute with First for 
pay parity with workers at the 
Yeovil depot. They are the lowest 
paid in First Group.

They had planned to strike for a 
full week—an escalation on the three 
days a week plus weekends they had 
struck previously.

But on Monday morning their 
union Unite announced it was 
extending it to a two-week strike, 
running until Monday 22 August.

The workers had previously 

planned to start their week-long 
walkout last week, but it was post-
poned following a legal challenge by 
bosses.

First has so far spent £400,000 
on their scabbing operation. Their 
replacement drivers are being paid 
£25 an hour plus accommodation 
and food.

Picket
The local trades council, three Labour 
councillors and two Green council-
lors joined strikers at an enlarged 
picket line on Monday morning.

Unite branch secretary Simon 
told Socialist Worker, “Management 
are now saying we can only have 

30 minute breaks between jour-
neys. These are unpaid breaks, and 
the legal minimum. We get no paid 
breaks and we are stopped an hour 
and twenty minutes each day.”

He added, “Management say that 
they are running 90 percent of ser-
vices—but no X54 to Poole, no X52 
to Exeter and no earlies are running.”

First seems to be taking on a small 
depot as a test case for workers else-
where. Victory is crucial.
lSend messages of support to 
Dorchester, Weymouth & Portland TUC, 
via timtucouncil@talktalk.net 
Send cheques payable to  
Unite branch SW/8161 to  
Unite the union, 238 Holdenhurst Rd, 
Bournemouth BH8 8EG

Will Brighton be next?
BUS DRIVERS and engineers in 
Brighton have voted for strikes 
against “draconian” management. 

They accuse bosses at 
Brighton and Hove buses and its 
subsidiary Metrobus in Crawley of 
bullying, intimidation and covert 
surveillance.

Some 71 percent voted for 
strikes in a ballot by the Unite 
union. It is part of a wave of bus 
disputes around Britain which 
has seen walkouts in Leeds and 
Manchester and ballots in Glasgow 
and Yorkshire.
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Rail strike hits 
‘Southern Fail’
Train guards on Southern Rail have defied lies and slurs to launch a five-day 
walkout over safety concerns. Raymie Kiernan reports from the picket lines
THERE WAS extreme over-
crowding on the services 
that Southern Rail managed 
to put on this week. The 
impact of a five-day strike 
by train guards hit hard. 

London’s normally busy 
Victoria station was unusu-
ally quiet during the morning 
rush hour. 

The RMT union members’ 
strike is the longest rail strike 
for nearly 50 years. 

Ali spoke to Socialist 
Worker on the picket line. 
He said, “This is a last resort. 
No one loses a week’s pay 
for nothing but this strike is 
about defending safety.”

They are fighting to retain 
safety trained guards on 
Southern trains, part of the 
Govia Thameslink Railway 
(GTR) company.  

But GTR bosses are push-
ing driver only operation 
(DOO) to get rid of the 
guards. 

The dispute’s importance 
was underlined by an inci-
dent near Northfleet in Kent 
on Monday evening. 

Smoke
Passengers took to social 
media saying, “The driver 
said it hit something on 
the track.” They described 
“smoke outside, then sparks, 
and before we knew it smoke 
begin to fill the carriage”.

One continued, “Members 
of the public pulled emer-
gency cords, ushered us 
up the train. They tried to 
open the doors but couldn’t. 
Eventually they got them 
open and helped lift us and 
our children off.” 

The train was DOO and 
had no guard. 

Thankfully it wasn’t more 
serious.

Meanwhile right wing-
ers took the opportunity to 
whine about bullying union 
bosses and workers holding 
people to ransom. 

Tory pr ime minister 
Theresa May waded in too 
and moaned that unions 
were  caus ing  “misery 

for passengers”. Yet it’s 
May’s own Department for 
Transport (DfT) that is caus-
ing all the misery.

It allows bosses at GTR—
who make a tidy profit from 
a special DfT contract—to 
continue to run a woeful ser-
vice. They allow Southern to 

cancel 350 trains a day with 
no sanction.

Instead they raise ques-
tions over the validity of the 
workers’ action. 

Their media friends say 
it is “controversial that only 
393 guards” were balloted, 
creating the impression this 

is the work of a minority. 
But that is the vast major-

ity of Southern guards and  
77 percent voted for strikes.

In reality the Tories fully 
support the bosses’ right to 
make profit from running the 
railways. 

There is a revolving door 

between the corporate 
boardrooms and government 
ministries. 

The DfT’s managing direc-
tor of passenger services also 
runs a firm that exists to “pro-
mote the formation of private 
sector companies operating 
in the UK rail sector”.

Peter Wilkinson earns over 
£260,000 a year and makes 
public pronouncements 
about driving the unions out 
of the rail industry, predict-
ing “punch ups” with them. 

Warrior
He is a free market war-
rior determined to reap the 
rewards of his position. 

Passengers  are  fur i -
ous with the disruption on 
Southern but there is sym-
pathy for the strikers. Over 
recent months passengers 
have led protests over what 
they term “Southern Fail”. 

Ali said, “When you con-
sider this service and what 
privatisation has cost, it’s an 
absolute cheek that they keep 
putting the fares up.”

GTR blames workers for its 
failures, claiming “unofficial” 
action is leading to “unprec-
edented” sickness levels. 

If they really thought this 
was true they would have ran 
to the courts for an injunction 
by now.

But they are in disarray 
because of solid action by 
the union. 

Bosses insist that unions 
are shouting about noth-
ing, as there will still be a 
second member of staff on a 
train, new onboard supervi-
sors (OBS). But an OBS is not 
safety trained like a guard is.

GTR’s passenger services 
director Angie Doll let the cat 
out of the bag. 

She said, “We simply want 
the flexibility to be able to 
run a train without a second 
member of staff on board.”

Strike vote 
at Virgin
SCOTRAIL BOSSES 
have given RMT union 
members a guarantee 
that there will still be 
train guards on new 
stock. Workers struck 
to demand the role is 
retained. 

But there is still a 
huge question mark 
over who despatches the 
train—guards or drivers.

The union called off 
strikes this month. 

But the dispute could 
be back on again if 
bosses insist drivers 
control the operation of 
doors.

Meanwhile, 2,000 
workers on Virgin Trains 
East Coast (Vtec) voted 
by 83 percent to strike 
to defend jobs, working 
conditions and safety. 

The rail franchise 
is run by Virgin and 
Stagecoach. Vtec bosses 
have told workers it 
is taking a “different 
approach” to talks. This 

seems to involve not 
telling the union what its 
plans are and pumping 
out propaganda to 
workers. 

RMT said the firm 
was “losing a fortune 
every week and are now 
looking to hack back on 
the staffing budget to 
try and prop up their 
position”.

Bosses want train 
guards and other 
onboard staff roles to 
be combined, leading to 
higher workloads and 
undermining safety.

There are also fears 
that depot maintenance 
staff could face cuts 
and that compulsory 
redundancies could be 
made.

STRIKERS ON the picket line at Victoria station in London   Picture: SocialiSt Worker

On other pages...
Runaway profits derail safety  
>>Pages 10&11

Scotrail strikers last month
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