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ACT NOW
TO BEAT
THE RIGHT

HUGE SUPPORT FOR CORBYN

LABOUR LEADERSHIP
Car workers discuss how 
Jeremy Corbyn can win 
RETIRED UNITE union members in 
Oxford met last week to talk about 
Corbyn, Owen Smith and how the 
Labour Party can overcome the 
right wing bias of the media and 
the power of the establishment. 

>>Page 3

CORBYN CAMPAIGN
Rallies set the tone 
for Labour vote
THE ENTHUSIASTIC support 
for Jeremy Corbyn continues 
with 3,000 people going to a 
rally in Sheffield and 4,000 in 
north west London. There’s a 
deep mood for socialist change.
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by CHARLIE KIMBER 

VOTING STARTED this week in 
the Labour leadership election. 

Jeremy Corbyn is right to say 
we need to “democratise our 
country from the ground up, 
and give people a real say in 
their communities and work-
places—so that the country works

>>Page 3

Reforming capitalism is not the same as socialism, 
argues Sadie Robinson  >>Page 14&15

Police killing black people is nothing but 
legalised murder  >>Page 10&11 and 20

SO WHAT WOULD 
SOCIALISM BE LIKE? DEADLY FORCE
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l“ENTRENCHED” RACIAL dis-
crimination is getting worse, 

particularly for young black people. 
That’s what the Equality and 

Human Rights Commission found 
last week. “If you are black or an 
ethnic minority in modern Britain, it 
can often still feel like you are living 
in a different world,” said its chair 
David Isaac.

School’s too soft when you 
can’t even drug your pupils
NOSTALGIC TORIES want 
to take us back to the 
“selective” schooling sys-
tem of their youth.

But new revelations from 
the National Archive show 
how horrific this could be. 

A school in North Yorkshire 
ran experimental drugs trials 
on its pupils in 1968. It didn’t 
seek their parents’ consent 
and there’s no record of the 
pupils’ consent being sought.

“Dis turbed”  boys  a t 
Richmond Hill Approved 
School were given anti- 
convulsive drug Beclamide 
for six months to see if it 
altered their behaviour.

The Home Office gave the 
go-ahead to the trial.

It also agreed to a similar  
test of powerful seda-
tive Haloperidol on girls at 
Springhead Park Approved 
School near Leeds. This was 
only stopped by school bosses 

worried about what parents 
would think.

Approved Schools were 
boarding schools where chil-
dren who committed offences 
or were simply deemed “out 
of control” were sent by juve-
nile courts.

They were run by charities 
with Home Office funding. 

The tests underline the 

authorities’ contempt for chil-
dren they couldn’t get to do 
what they were told. 

Richmond Hill quack JR 
Hawkings asked if he could 
test drugs on “impulsive, 
explosive, irritable, restless 
and aggressive” boys.

Bob Hammal, who taught 
at the school during the trial, 
said that if teachers had 

known about it they would 
have spoken out to stop it.

“What really did shock 
me more than anything was 
that parental consent was not 
sought and was not thought 
to be necessary,” he said.

The government saw it  
differently. Home Office 
headshrinker Pamela Mason 
said “this sort of research 
is to be welcomed” and “I 
would recommend maximum 
support”.

Springhead psychiatrist 
Joyce Galbraith hoped that 
“by allaying the anxiety of the 
girls chemically, we might 
perhaps settle the school 
a little bit more”. Mason 
thought it “sounds a valuable 
treatment approach”.

Today’s Tories are of the 
same mind. They want to roll 
back the clock to an education 
system that writes children 
off and holds them down.

lTROUBLEMAKER WAS shocked to 
discover that Jeremy Corbyn didn’t 

know who Ant and Dec were.
The duo have previously been in hot 

water over two of their TV shows taking 
viewers’ money for voting contests—then 
not actually letting them pick the winner.

After all the shenanigans in the Labour 
leadership election, surely the debt the 
party owes to their influence is clear.

Jail’s not enough for 
vindictive Liz Truss
LOCKING PEOPLE up in 
jail for having opinions 
the government doesn’t 
like isn’t enough 
for justice 
secretary 
Liz Truss. 

She fears 
jailed Islamist 
“extremists” 
could share their 
opinions with other 
inmates—and is 
determined to stop them.

She plans to isolate 
them from other 
prisoners with separate 
high security units.

Similar efforts were 
made with IRA prisoners 
at Whitemoor prison 
in the 1990s. Brought 
together, they were able 
to organise and escape.

lGERMAN 1970s left 
wing armed group 

the Red Army Faction 
(RAF) 
had an 
unexpected 
revival 

last week.
Anti-Brexit 

band Society 
Syndrome 
accidentally 
used their 

logo in the video for their 
song Little Englanders.

They were trying to 
salute First World War 
veteran Henry Allingham, 
who fought in the Royal 
Air Force (RAF).

The RAF—also known 
as the Baader-Meinhof 
Gang—was unavailable 
for comment.

Gold for stinginess 
as Paralympics cut
SOME OF the world’s 
top disabled athletes 
may not be able to 
attend the Paralympic 
Games at Rio de Janeiro 
in Brazil as these face 
massive funding cuts.

The 
organising 
committee 
for the Rio 
Olympics 

hasn’t 
stumped 
up the 

dough that 
is due. 
Venues 
and 

transport are being 
scaled back and athletes’ 
travel grants delayed.

Luckily for them, 
richer countries’ teams 
aren’t affected.

The International 
Olympic Committee 
is still flush with cash 
after the mega-money 
spinner of London 2012.

But it wasn’t about to 
put its hand in its pocket 
for disabled people 
from poor countries.

The poor are generally 
under-represented at 
the Paralympics.

Funding difficulties 
had already seen 
prominent disabled 
athletes excluded from 
taking part at Rio.

Ant OBE and Dec OBE

Nigerian table tennis
star Faith Chinenye
Obiora can’t go to Rio

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘What you 
are doing is 
absolutely 
tremendous’
Theresa May on Tory organiser 
Mark Clarke’s road trip 
campaign. It saw accusations 
of bullying and harassment 
and the suicide of a volunteer

‘In the face of 
provocation, 
the nation must 
defend itself’
French prime minister Manuel 
Valls takes a measured view of 
women who bathe in a ‘burkini’

‘I’ve said it loudly 
and clearly and 
I’ll say it again: 
I’m not going to 
get involved in 
the leadership 
contest’
Labour London mayor Sadiq 
Khan earlier this summer

‘Childishly 
transparent and 
craven’
Proper Blairite Dan Hodges 
is losing patience with fake 
socialist Owen Smith

‘Corbynites, 
Momentum and 
the rest of the 
hard left, get out 
of the people’s 
party’
Labour MP Tom Blenkinsop has 
no interest in a broad church. 
He’s even blocked left wing 
fellow Labour MPs on Twitter

CHILLING FILES at the National Archive

ALL RISE
13.5%
of black, Asian and 
minority ethnic (BAME) 
workers can’t get 
the hours they need, 
according to the TUC

111,000
BAME workers would 
escape underemployment 
if this fell to 11.5 percent, 
the rate for white workers
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STREETING’S 
BLEATINGS
Wes Streeting is nominally 
a Labour MP. This is 
an occasional series 
documenting his wisdom

lStreeting fears voters 
won’t elect Labour under 
Jeremy Corbyn. So how 
can Wes convince them?

lHe told journalists not 
wanting war with Russia 
made Corbyn “unfit to 
hold the office of prime 
minister” and “the same 
coin” as Donald Trump

FAULTY FIRM
Southern Railway 
Notorious rail operator
lDelays and cancellations 
have hit passengers hard—
but handed the company a 
£27 million profit
lIt got £28.5 million in 
compensation to give 
passengers. But it made it 
so hard to claim that only 
£1.6 million reached them
lRail firms pocketed a 
total £81 million of such 
compensation last year



IN BRIEF
Israel bombs 
Gaza—again
THE TOWN of Beit Hanoun in 
northern Gaza was attacked 
by Israeli military forces 
last Sunday. F-16 fighter jets 
and tanks fired missiles and 
artillery shells.

Several Palestinians were 
injured in the attack.

Gaza and two million 
Palestinian people have been 
under siege from Israel ever 
since occupying troops left 
in 2005. Gaza has suffered 
countless attacks and 
invasions by Israeli forces 
since then.

Fire deaths up 
after job cuts
THE NUMBER of people who 
have died in fires has jumped 
by 15 percent over the past 
year to 303, the Home Office 
has revealed. It is the single 
biggest percentage increase 
in fire deaths for 20 years, 
and the second consecutive 
rise according to government 
statistics.

The Fire Brigades Union 
(FBU) blamed government 
cuts to fire and rescue 
service budgets of more than 
30 percent since 2010 and 
the axing of 9,600 firefighter 
jobs.

Women’s pay 
lags behind men
WOMEN WHO return to 
work part-time after having 
a baby continue to earn less 
than men for many years 
afterwards, says a report 
by the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies.

During the subsequent  
12 years, the gap grows to  
33 percent of men’s hourly 
pay rates. On average, 
women earn 18 percent less 
per hour than men.

Corbyn can win---but not 
without help, say workers
HAS JEREMY Corbyn made the 
Labour Party unelectable? It’s the 
main charge against him from the 
Labour right and even parts of the 
“soft left”.

It was one of the main subjects 
among former car workers at Cowley, 
Oxford, in a discussion with Socialist 
Worker journalist Tomáš Tengely-
Evans and others at a meeting last 
week. 

It was organised by their Unite 
union retired members’ branch. It 
brought together workers who have 
seen previous Labour governments 
and taken part in bitter class struggles.

Vince argued that working class 
people can see through the right 
wing smears. “Politicians walk all 
over working class people, but Corbyn 
doesn’t, that’s why people are voting 
for him despite what the right says.”

He said the right was “attacking 
him because they feel threatened, 
they know things will change once 
he gets into power”.

Dan, a Labour councillor who sup-
ports Labour left group Momentum, 
stressed that, “There’s incred-
ible antagonism from the media. 
Overcoming that is a massive, mas-
sive challenge.”

Support for Corbyn shows that a 
significant minority within society 
has shifted to the left, but some ques-
tion how deep Corbyn’s appeal is.

Engaged 
Dan argued, “While a minority of 
people are politically engaged, the 
majority of the electorate are not par-
ticularly engaged or particularly on 
board with left wing ideas.

“The question is how to get them 
on board. The policies that Corbyn 
offers are in their interests, but it’s 
hard to get them to see that when he’s 
portrayed as someone who wants to 
embrace terrorists or hates England.” 

Another retired worker argued 
that working class people read-
ing right wing newspapers was the 

biggest problem. “You talk about the 
media, but the sad thing is that most 
of the working class read The Sun 
and Daily Mail,” he said. 

“The Sun is the most read 
newspaper.”

Bill argued that the difficulty 

comes because “all our lives we’ve 
been taught that they’re our betters”. 

But he thought history shows that 
it’s possible to overcome this. “We 
went through the 1930s and had that 
shitbag Ramsay MacDonald—that’s 
real right wing infiltration into the 
Labour Party,” he said. 

“After the war there was an elec-
tion coming and the Labour Party 
never thought it could win faced with 
the popularity of Winston Churchill. 
But we had an overwhelming major-
ity, with the strongest socialist  
manifesto announced in this country.” 

Dan argued that mobilising 
Labour’s mass membership could 
overcome the challenges.

“The Labour Party membership 
is now over 500,000—much higher 
than it’s been for decades,” he said. 

“If the Labour Party was able to uti-
lise these people to get the message 
across, we could achieve electoral 
success.”

He argued that “a real social move-
ment could successfully bypass and 
overcome the opposition from the 
establishment”. 

That’s true—but electing a left 
government would not be the end of 
that opposition. 

As Bill warned, “You have a push 
for a socialist programme but the 
big challenge is going to come after-
wards—you’ve got the establishment 
to beat.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

RETIRED CAR workers in Cowley, Oxford Picture: SocialiSt Worker

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1 Trotsky was right—we 
need a revolution
bit.ly/2bmD5N3

2  Royal Mail pension cut 
must be met with action
bit.ly/2bbhCZE

3  How Grunwick strike 
changed everything
bit.ly/2bzLbkd

4 Ukip keeps on tearing 
itself apart
bit.ly/2be7jCG

5 Take back our trains 
from the fat cats
bit.ly/2bzL5Jo

‘Shitbag’—Ramsay MacDonald

STAND UP
TO RACISM 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER

Speakers include Jeremy CorbynlDiane Abbott MP 
lKate Osamor MPlClaude Moraes MEPlOwen Jones, 
journalistl Maurice Wren, Refugee Council  
lTalha Ahmad, Muslim Council of BritainlMark 
Serwotka, PCS lKevin Courtney, NUTlWeyman Bennett 
For details and to register  standuptoracism.org.uk 

Act now to beat the right
>>continued from page 1

in the interests of the 
millions, and not just the 
millionaires”.

Such ideas terrify the 
bosses and the Tories 
who want to hang on 
to their power. But they 
also face bitter attacks 
from the Labour right. 

London mayor Sadiq 
Khan and Scottish 
Labour leader Kezia Dugdale were 
the latest figures to call for a vote 
against Corbyn this week. 

The divisions in Labour go deep. 
There must be no compromise with 
Corbyn’s opponents who want to 
make sure the party sticks with the 
pro-business agenda that proved 

disastrous in the past. 
Everyone should support 
Corbyn’s polices. But just 
re-electing him will not be 
enough. 

We need action now 
against the Tory attacks 
that threaten the NHS 
and other vital services. 
We need more strikes and 
protests against austerity 
and racism and nuclear 

weapons.
One chance to build the fightback 

is the demonstration at the Tory 
party conference in Birmingham on 
Sunday 2 October.

Everyone who hates the Tories, 
everyone who backs Corbyn, should 
be there.

NEWS 3
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Rallies set 
the tone for 
a tense vote 
in Labour
As ballot papers are sent, leadership 
race is still drawing in new people, 
reports Tomáš Tengely-Evans

SUPPORT FOR Jeremy Corbyn’s 
campaign continued to grow as 
ballot papers for the Labour Party 
leadership election went out on 
Monday.

Thousands joined rallies and 
meetings across Britain through-
out last week. Some 3,000 people 
turned out in Barkers Pool Square 
on Friday of last week for one of 
Sheffield’s largest rallies in years. 

And a large queue snaked back 
from the Ruach City Church in 
Kilburn, north west London, as up to 
4,000 people came to hear Corbyn 
speak on Sunday.

School student Clementine told 
Socialist Worker, “This is the first 
time I’ve been involved in anything 
political, I just heard about it on 
Twitter. Jeremy Corbyn seems dif-
ferent to traditional politicians.”

His campaign to be re-elected as 
Labour leader is bringing in new 
people—on top of the tens of thou-
sands who joined since last summer. 

Genuine
Emrah, a new Labour member, said, 
“I wasn’t involved last year, but I 
saw the right was attacking some-
one who represents the people. He’s 
a genuine socialist.”

Mass support for Corbyn has 
pulled the debate inside Labour to 
the left, forcing his challenger Owen 

Smith to pose as a socialist. But new 
members like Harley from Haringey 
in north London, who joined Labour 
two weeks ago, aren’t convinced by 
Smith’s rhetoric. 

He asked, “If Owen Smith is really 
a socialist then why is he challeng-
ing Corbyn?”

Successive polls indicate that 
Corbyn is likely to beat Smith, but 
his campaign is going all-out to 
mobilise members. Some 280 people 
joined a meeting with shadow chan-
cellor John McDonnell in Ilford, east 
London, on Wednesday of last week 
to build local support. 

Natasha, an activist in Labour left 

group Momentum in neighbouring 
Newham, told Socialist Worker, 
“After Corbyn won I thought, ‘We’ve 
got out Labour Party back.’ And the 
left has never been stronger. But 
we’ve got to keep the momentum 
going and start fighting.”

After the leadership election 
Corbyn tried to compromise with 
the right to reunite the Labour Party. 
But Natasha said, “We were hope-
ful of working together, but if one 
side doesn’t want to work together 
there’s nothing you can do.”

One argument is whether to 
deselect the 170 MPs who voted to 
unseat Corbyn, and replace them 

with candidates who represent the 
membership.

“I don’t think Corbyn will call for 
deselection because it’s seen as divi-
sive,” said Natasha, “but we need to 
find 170 new comrade MPs.”

Essential
It’s essential to take on the Labour 
right. But beating the establishment 
that hates Corbyn and everything 
he stands for will take a battle well 
beyond the Labour Party.

It will take a mass movement on 
the streets and in workplaces to chal-
lenge the power of the ruling class.

At the Sheffield rally the biggest 

cheer went to John Dunn from 
the Orgreave Truth and Justice 
campaign.

“After we re-elect Jeremy we need 
to go forward and not just campaign 
for a politicians’ parliament,” he 
said.

“We’ll get real justice when we 
abolish this rotten system that looks 
after a minority and replace it with 
a socialist society.” 
Thanks to Mike Heaney 

On other pages...
Sadie Robinson asks what would 
socialism look like? >>Pages 14&15

Too democratic for Watson
BALLOT PAPERS for 
the Labour leadership 
election have been 
sent to nearly 
650,000 people. 
They include 350,000 
Labour members and 
168,000 from unions 
and other affiliated 
organisations.

Another 129,000 
people paid £25 
to be registered 
“supporters”—despite 
the right’s attempts 
to cull left wing 

supporters. Some 
130,000 people who 
recently joined Labour 

were barred from 
voting.

The result will be 
announced at the 
Labour conference 
in Liverpool on 
24 September.

The Labour right 
long campaigned 
for this system to 
reduce union leaders’ 
influence. That 
backfired. Now deputy 
leader Tom Watson 
backs a return to the 
old system.

Tom Watson

by 

Khan and 
Dugdale look 
to the right 
LONDON MAYOR Sadiq Khan has 
come out in support of leadership 
challenger Owen Smith—despite 
previously claiming he would 
remain neutral. 

Khan, who won the mayoralty 
by a landslide on a Labour ticket 
in May, claims that a Corbyn-led 
Labour Party cannot win elections. 

He angered many Corbyn 
supporters who campaigned 
for him in the face of Tory Zac 
Goldsmith’s racist campaign. The 
4,000-strong rally in Kilburn booed 
loudly when Khan was mentioned. 

Scottish Labour leader Kezia 
Dugdale also came out for Smith 
on Monday. Dugdale, who led her 
party to third place behind the 
Scottish National Party and the 
Tories in May’s Scottish parliament 
elections, said Corbyn couldn’t 
appeal to enough voters. 

At the most recent hustings 
Smith argued that Corbyn was 
wrong for not “reaching out” to 
Tory voters. 

At the Kilburn rally, former 
Unison union shop steward and 
Labour member Albert said the 
Labour right were “hypocrites”. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“Labour lost over five million votes 
under Tony Blair and the people 
attacking Corbyn lost two general 
elections in 2010 and 2015.

“What we need to do is reach 
out to working class people, our 
natural supporters, who’ve been 
left behind. 

“We’ll win by fighting for our 
class.” 

Owen goal as soft Smith 
infuriates Blairites
HARD BLAIRITES in Labour 
are losing patience with Owen 
Smith. Dan Hodges wrote in 
the Mail on Sunday newspaper 
that “Corbyn is shambling along 
to another victory” thanks to 
Smith’s “spineless, incoherent, 
incompetent campaign”.

“Against a strong candidate, 
running an aggressive, well-
focused campaign, Corbyn could 
have been forced to put up a 
fight,” he said. “Owen Smith is 
not that candidate.”

The attacks on Corbyn won’t 
end with the election.

Mohammed, a new Labour 
member in west London, told 
Socialist Worker, “They’re 
definitely going to try it again.

“They were planning this 
for months and they won’t be 
satisfied if Corbyn wins. Some 
even want David Miliband back.”

Hodges’ rant also shows that 
the alliance against Corbyn is 
much broader than the deeply 
pro-capitalist Blairite hardcore.

Some wings of Labour are 
more opportunistic. Divides can 
be bitter between even those like 

Tony Blair and Gordon Brown 
who agree on most things—let 
alone those who don’t.

But Labour’s focus on elections 
means all wings, including the 
left, feel pressure to unite. A 
movement outside can push 
Corbyn not to compromise with 
those out to destroy him.

Owen Smith’s hamfisted leadership bid

SUPPORTERS RALLYING to hear Jeremy Corbyn speak in Matlock, Derbyshire, last week  Picture: Neil terry

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

IT’S RIGHT TO DROP THE 
WARMONGERS’ ALLIANCE

 L 
ABOUR LEADER Jeremy 
Corbyn struck fear into 
Britain’s rulers when he 
said he would avoid war if 
a Nato ally was attacked. 

His challenger Owen Smith 
was quick to resurrect Cold War 
fantasies about Russian troops, 
with snow on their boots, 
marching across Europe. Labour 
right wingers accused Corbyn 
of “a gross betrayal of Labour’s 
internationalist principles”.

But there’s nothing 
internationalist about a military 
alliance that waged a brutal war on 
the people of Afghanistan. 

There’s nothing internationalist 
about its warships patrolling 
Fortress Europe’s borders to keep 
out desperate refugees. 

Nato is one of the biggest 
obstacles to peace—and Corbyn 
was right to speak out against it. 

It was formed in 1949 to 
officially defend democracy against 
Russia and the Eastern Bloc’s 
imperialist Warsaw Pact alliance, 
but its real aims were much bigger. 

When our rulers claim 
that Nato is a cornerstone of 
“collective defence”, they mean of 
their own interests—not ours.  

As the US took over from 
the declining British Empire in 

1945, it wanted to bring Europe’s 
old imperialist powers under 
its leadership. The senior Nato 
military commander in Europe has 
always been a US general. 

Having been weakened by 
the Second World War, Europe’s 
rulers accepted US domination 
to protect their interests. Nato 
reserved the right to act against 
“communism” and “subversion” 
within member states. 

The alliance has played a 
particularly important role for 
Britain’s ruling class, which is why 
Corbyn’s stance has panicked 
them so much. 

Britain’s rulers thought they 
could maintain their place at 
the top table as part of Nato. 

British general Lord Ismay, Nato’s 
first secretary general, said the 
alliance’s aim was “to keep the 
Russians out, the Americans in and 
the Germans down”. 

That’s why Labour’s right wing 
foreign secretary Ernest Bevin 
pushed hard for the alliance’s 
formation.

But even the left of the party 
has largely shied away from calling 
for Nato withdrawal to avoid 
rattling the ruling class too much.

In the 1983 general election 
Labour campaigned for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament. But its 
manifesto still declared, “Labour 
believes in collective security—
the next Labour government will 
maintain its support for Nato.”

Corbyn has also previously said 
there wasn’t “much appetite” for 
withdrawal.

If he tried to take Britain out of 
Nato, Britain’s ruling class and its 
international allies would mobilise 
against him.

The anonymous generals 
threatening coups could even 
come out of the shadows.

Corbyn’s stance is absolutely 
right—but to follow it through 
would require mass mobilisations 
from below and to fundamentally 
change the system.

DON’T IMPOSE GENDER
S OUTH AFRICAN athlete 

Caster Semenya won the 
women’s 800 metre gold 

medal at the Olympics.
But she immediately faced a 

storm of criticism as, completely 
naturally, she has high testosterone 
levels. She is therefore accused of 
not really being a woman.

Many of the winners in Rio 
had advantages such as money 
and time for training, skilled 
back-up teams, unusual physical 
characteristics of strength 
and height and—no doubt—

performance-enhancing drugs. 
But only Semenya faces calls to 

be removed from competition.
British athlete Paula Radcliffe said 
Semenya should “take medication” 
to suppress the testosterone 
levels, or “have an operation or 
choose not to compete”. 

Lord Sebastian Coe, president 
of the International Association 
of Athletics Federations wants 
Semenya banned from competition. 

Such threats lead to the 
mutilation of women. In 2013 four 
young female athletes from poor 

countries, all with high but entirely 
natural levels of testosterone, were 
sent to a clinic in France where 
doctors proposed major surgery 
including partially removing their 
clitorises.  All four agreed and were 
allowed to race at future events.

The body of Caster Semenya, 
and of any other woman, is 
nobody’s business but their own. 
Her success should be celebrated, 
not denigrated. Sport should not be 
used in an effort to impose gender 
stereotypes and reactionary ideas 
about “real women”.

Nato is for the 
‘collective 
defence’ of  
their interests—
not ours

‘‘ 
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READ MORE
Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and  
the fight for socialism
Second edition
A Socialist 
Worker 
pamphlet 
by Charlie 
Kimber
Order yours 
today from  
020 7840 
5600 or 
aidenl@ 
swp.org.uk £3

A one day conference hosted by 
International Socialism Journal

ldebates in Marxist ecology 

lfossil fuel capitalism

lbiodiversity and species extinction

lscience and socialism
Saturday 15 October l 10.30am—5pm 
Student Central, Malet St, London, WC1E 7HY

MARXISM AND
NATURE

isj.org.uk l 0207 840 5640 l isj@swp.org.uk
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn builds the
anti-Tory demonstration (see left)
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Tories fear Brexit—
we need to shape it
THE LEFT must start to contest the debate about what 
will happen when Britain leaves the European Union (EU). 
At the moment the argument is dominated by competing 
right wing visions.

Brexit will raise fundamental questions about what sort of 
society we want to live in. Socialists, however they voted in 
the referendum, have to make their voice heard. 

Some reports suggest that prime minister Theresa May 
is considering waiting until after the French elections next 
spring or the German elections next autumn before invoking 
Article 50. 

This is what would begin two years of negotiations that 
will lead to a formal exit from the EU.

Other reports last week said that April 2017 is the latest 
May would want to trigger Article 50.

The Tories’ problem is that as soon as the negotiations 
start they will disappoint one or other crucial source of their 
support.

Most sections of big business want full access to the 
EU’s single market. This makes it easier for them to move 
capital around and compete against rivals. It’s particularly 
important to the bankers.

London is currently Europe’s major international financial 
centre with a central role in cross-border bank lending, 
hedge funds and foreign currency trading. It is by far the 
biggest centre in the world for trading the euro.

Financiers are obsessed with what is known as 
“passporting”, the ability to do business and sell services 
throughout Europe without obtaining permission in each 
individual country. Analysis from Ashurst global finance says 
this is “a central pillar of the EU financial services regime”.

But to secure this will very likely require agreeing some 
version of freedom of movement for workers. 

That would mean not carrying through the restrictions 
on migrants’ rights promised by David Cameron or the extra 
restrictions on immigration that the Tories think are needed.

Tempted
May’s choice is either to upset business or to upset those 
newspapers and voters who accept racist myths about 
immigration. 

With Ukip in crisis, May will be very tempted to make a 
pitch for its supporters.

Whatever May decides, the calm of recent weeks for the 
Tories will soon dissipate. 

Meanwhile, some bosses and writers in newspapers such 
as the Guardian are buoyed by a faint hope that Brexit might 
not happen at all. At the very least they hope it won’t take 
place before a general election can give an opportunity to 
block it.

They hanker after the normal EU version of democracy 
where voters are forced to keep voting until they deliver the 
result that the pro-austerity elites want. 

Politically this is backed by the Liberal Democrats—and 
Jeremy Corbyn’s opponent Owen Smith.

Smith thought there might be a way to peel off some of 
Corbyn’s support by identifying with those who want the 
Leave vote of 23 June overturned. This could be through a 
second referendum or by the Labour manifesto for the next 
general election pledging to keep Britain in the EU. 

Corbyn has rightly said the vote has to be respected and 
implemented. Now he needs to get on the front foot and set 
out clearly the demands for the Brexit he wants. 

Instead of seeking to reverse the Leave vote, trade unions, 
Corbyn supporters and other socialists should fight for 
our own version of Brexit. There are obvious basics—full 
rights for all EU nationals in Britain, defence of freedom 
of movement, and no reductions in workplace, social or 
equality rights.

But we should be bolder. Pressure to repeal the Trade 
Union Act should be part of the debate about Brexit. We must 
defend the (disgracefully meagre) rights of refugees. But we 
should also seize the moment and demand the people in the 
Calais “jungle” be let in and press for open borders.

We want action on climate change, a ban on fracking 
and an agriculture policy focused on access to good-quality 
affordable food and environmental protection. There is also 
another chance to press for independence for Scotland.

We need to fight for a left wing Brexit.

Landlords double their profit 
from welfare in just a decade
New figures show 
how the Tories are 
pushing the market 
into housing—and 
the damage it does, 
says Alistair Farrow

THE AMOUNT of housing 
benefit going to private 
landlords has doubled 
to £9.3 billion over the 
last decade. The figure 
comes from a new report 
by the National Housing 
Federation.

The amount of people 
receiving housing benefit 
who live in private accom-
modation has increased from 
one claimant in four to one in 
three since 2008. 

People living in privately 
rented housing receive  
£110 a week in benefit, 
almost a quarter more than 
the £89 a week received 
by those renting in social 
housing.

This difference partly 
expla ins  the  d ispar i ty 
between the increases in the 
number of claimants and 
the total being pocketed by 
landlords. 

It also shows the ideological  
nature of the changes the 
government is making in 
its bid to push the market  
further into housing. 

Scandal
The Tories’ housing poli-
cies have created this  
scandal while their mates in 
the private housing industry  
cash in. More than a third of 
Tory MPs are private land-
lords who stand to profit.

R i g h t  t o  B u y — t h e 
Thatcherite policy of sell-
ing off council homes—was 
extended under Brandon 
Lewis, the former Tory 

minister for housing. It 
allowed private landlords 
to buy up council homes to 
let out to private tenants at 
market rates.

The Housing and Planning 
Act will accelerate this pro-
cess, forcing councils to sell 
off “higher value” property. 

In London and other 
a r e a s  “ h i g h e r  v a l u e ” 
means  anywhere  wi th 
a roof and four walls.

The Scottish government 
scrapped Right to Buy on  
31 July. 

And Scotland and Wales 
are largely exempt from the 
Housing and Planning Act.

The struggle against the 
Act is crucial for the future of 
housing in England. 

Developers
It is set to come into effect 
in April 2017 and will force 
working class people out of 
areas that property develop-
ers are eyeing up.

It needs to be made 
unworkable. 

Activists can put pressure 
on Labour councils to refuse 
to collect the data needed to 
implement the Act.

Hous ing of f i c ia l s  in  
2 0  L o n d o n  b o r o u g h s 

demanded this month that 
Tory minister for housing 
and planning Gavin Barwell 
“urgently pause the imple-
mentation of the Housing 
and Planning Act”.

This is a good start. 
However, it will not be 
enough to defeat a key piece 
of Tory policy. 

The Axe the Housing Act 
campaign is holding a summit 
in October in central London. 

It will bring together coun-
cillors and activists from 
across London and England 
to organise the resistance to 
the Act and will be a crucial 
next step. 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

THE TORIES want to see streets like this everywhere—as 
they and their mates cash in on the housing crisis

College victory in battle to resist racist Prevent
ANTI-RACISTS WON a 
victory in the fight against 
the Tories’ Islamophobic 
“Prevent” agenda last 
week. 

Edinburgh College 
bosses agreed to remove 
references to Prevent in 
“bSafe” staff training after 
lecturers threatened a 
boycott.

Prevent forces public 
sector workers to spy for 
signs of “radicalisation” 
—and mainly targets 
Muslims.  

Penny Gower, the EIS- 
Fela union learning rep 
(pc), told Socialist Worker, 
“Lecturers don’t want to 

turn our students into 
suspects.

“There should be the 
space for them to raise 
concerns about such things 
as British foreign policy 
without fear.”

Remove
Management agreed to 
remove references to 
Prevent from the bSafe 
training—which ranges 
from safeguarding to 
dealing with fires

However, the college 
has not stepped outside of 
Prevent.

The Scottish National 
Party (SNP) Scottish 

government does not have 
power over Prevent.

But it does have some 
influence over how it is 
implemented. 

The large teaching 
unions, including EIS, 
UCU and NUT have 
policies against Prevent, 
but it needs strong 
campaigning from below 
to take it on.

As Penny said, “This 
shows that in some 
cases we can do things 
practically.”

And this puts growing 
pressure onto the Tories’ 
racist policy. 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans Protesting against racism

GET INVOLVED
Keep up to date with 
the Axe the Housing Act 
campaign
lSee Axe the Housing 
Act—secure homes for all 
on Facebook
lGo to bit.ly/2b93akJ for 
Unite Community Housing 
Crisis Roadshow across 
the south east of England

ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER
ANALYSIS 
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Southern strikes on  right 
track as bosses feel heat
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

BOSSES AT Govia Thameslink 
Railway (GTR) face fresh strikes 
in their battle with rail workers’ 
unions to undermine safety and 
slash services. 

RMT union train guards on GTR’s 
Southern franchise have announced 
a new 48-hour strike, set for 7 and 8 
September, and they could soon be 
joined by station staff. 

An RMT stations ballot returned a 
70 percent strike vote last week and 
other unions are preparing to join 
the fight.

The TSSA union is balloting more 
than 250 GTR station staff over plans 
to close or partially close over 80 
ticket offices and axe over 40 staff. 
The ballot closes on 2 September.

Drivers in the Aslef union at GTR’s 
Southern and Gatwick Express ser-
vices are expected to announce a 
strike vote on 31 August.

Station cuts or axing train guards 
and extending driver only operated 
(DOO) trains are the specific issues. 
They have huge safety implications 

for the public. But this dispute is also 
intensely political. 

The Tories are pulling the strings. 
They want to extend DOO, slash 
jobs and boost profits while pushing 
through attacks across the board to 
weaken the unions.

The Department for Transport 
(DfT) has essentially hired GTR for 
a set fee to intimidate and bully staff 
and tell lies about the reasons for its 
shocking service. It has no incentive 
to run a decent service as, unlike 
other franchises, bosses don’t rely 
on revenues for profit.

Cancellations and delays are 
blamed on workers. This has seen a 
rise in abuse towards staff.

Bosses have also used existing 
anti-union laws to block strikes while 
attempting to create the impression 
that new ballot thresholds are not 
being met in the most recent vote.

The Tories’ new Trade Union Act 
dictates that ballots of transport 
workers must see 40 percent of all 
those eligible to vote opt for strikes 
for it to be legal. 

Right wingers may think that 
RMT’s recent stations ballot did not 
meet this threshold, but the simple 
fact is that this new legal require-
ment is not yet in place.

Boardroom
The Tories’ friends in the board-
rooms and the press whine that only 
one in four eligible voters backed 
strikes. But the government they 
support got the same backing of 
eligible voters.

Some 274 out of 330 Tory MPs 
also fell short of 40 percent of the 
vote.

This is a battle over whether 
companies are able to step up their 
profiteering on the railways or not. 
Southern is the biggest network in 
Britain—if the bosses and Tories’ win 
there they will push to roll out DOO 
everywhere.

Every trade unionist and every 
train passenger should back the 
unions’ fight for safety and back the 
strikes 100 percent.

GTR management have caused chaos  

Racist spin on train crash
THE SUN newspaper went into 
full Islamophobic mode last 
week over a train accident.  
Rail accident experts 
released a report on a train 
derailment at Paddington in 
London two months ago.

No passengers were 
involved but the train hit 
a mast carrying overhead 
cables bringing them down 
and causing extensive delays.

The driver happened 
to be a Muslim and it 
was during Ramadan. 

The Sun was quick to claim 
“his fast caused the rush-
hour derailment”, headlining 
it “Ramadan train wreck”. 

However, the Rail 
Accident Investigation 

Branch (RAIB) said it was 
“unable to determine” 
whether fasting was a 
factor in what happened. 

It suggested instead that 
inexperience could be a factor. 

The driver had only driven 
on the track section once 
during his training, and 
on one further occasion 
since qualifying. 

What’s really worrying is 
that RAIB went on to note 
that managers thought “strict 
compliance” with some safety 
instructions “is not possible at 
Paddington”. That’s “because 
the station is very busy”.

But why let facts get 
in the way of a good 
Islamophobic story.

MURDOCH PRESS

Court rules 
for Sheridan
MEDIA BARON Rupert Murdoch 
failed last week in his bid to 
overturn Scottish socialist 
Tommy Sheridan’s 2006 
defamation victory against the 
now defunct News of the World 
newspaper.

Murdoch’s News Group 
Newspapers argued that 
Sheridan’s 2010 perjury 
conviction meant the 2006 
judgement was “unsafe” and 
that new evidence backed up 
its case. This would have made 
a new trial necessary. 

The judges ruled the new 
evidence was not “essential to 
the justice of the cause”. They 
said the court should be “slow 
to interfere” with the verdict of 

a civil jury who were effectively 
“judges of fact”. It said they 
were “entitled to believe parts 
of what a witness said, and to 
disbelieve other parts”.

The result means the 2006 
judgement and £200,000 
damages awarded still stand.

The judges also felt they 
“should not ignore” Sheridan’s 
allegations of phone-hacking by 
Murdoch’s empire. 

Its “disregard for proper 
journalistic conduct” and 
“wilful contempt” of the 
criminal process also fed 
into their decision. These 
allegations arose from evidence 
recovered from police raids 
surrounding phone hacking.

Sheridan is seeking to have 
his perjury conviction  
re-investigated and referred 
to the High Court to get the 
conviction quashed.

FIGURE IT OUT
 £253 million 

The pre-tax loss that 
Murdoch’s News Group 
Newspapers posted in March 
of this year

 6%  drop in turnover 
for News Group 
Newspapers

 9%  circulation drop for 
the Sun newspaper 
since 2014

Tommy Sheridan

GTR CEO Charles Horton
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Bomb slaughters Kurds as the 
Turkish state clamps down
Kurdish people in Turkey are under 
assault by Isis and the Turkish state 
in the aftermath of the failed coup, 
argues Charlie Kimber
AT LEAST 54 people died and 
a further 69 were injured last 
Saturday when a suicide bomber 
attacked a Kurdish wedding in 
the Turkish city of Gaziantep, 
near the border with Syria. Isis is 
widely reported to be responsible.

The bride and groom and many 
of those attending were members 
or supporters of the pro-Kurdish 
People’s Democratic Party (HDP). 

The HDP blamed Turkish presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan for 
the killings, saying he had allowed 
Gaziantep to become “a nest for 
Islamic State”. It said he had also 
ignored previous evidence that 
Isis had plans to attack a Kurdish 
wedding. 

Attack
It added, “It is significant that this 
attack happened on the very night 
the Kurdistan Communities Union 
(KCK) announced it would negoti-
ate and seek a resolution with the 
Turkish government. 

“When in October 2015 the KCK 
announced it would like to restart 
peace talks, two suicide bombers 
attacked the Ankara train station. 
Following the Ankara bombing, 
images of bloody carnage spread 
around the country, discussion 
of peace and resolution was pre-
vented, and people were pushed 
away from hopes of a more stable 
country.”

Erdogan denounced the attacks. 
But he quickly added that there is 
“absolutely no difference” between 
Isis, the followers of Fethullah 
Gulen who are blamed for the recent 
coup attempt—and the Kurdistan 

Workers Party (PKK). Erdogan’s 
regime has also stepped up repres-
sion of Kurdish newspapers.

Last week a court in Istanbul 
ordered the closure of the pro-
Kurdish Ozgur Gundem newspaper 
for spreading alleged propaganda 
on behalf of the PKK.

The move comes as Can Dundar, 
editor in chief of another opposition 
newspaper, Cumhuriyet, resigned 
from his position. He said he would 
live abroad after having been con-
demned to five years in prison for 
allegedly divulging state secrets.

Turkey has closed more than  
130 media outlets and jailed over 
50 journalists since a state of emer-
gency was declared in the wake of 
last month’s failed military coup.

More online...
Tug of war in Turkey over coup 
aftermath >>http://bit.ly/2bbZ8Xz

RELATIVES GRIEVE outside a hospital after a bomb attack at a Kurdish wedding in Gaziantep 

Economic Freedom Fighters enter 
dangerous alliance in South Africa
THE DEMOCRATIC Alliance (DA) 
has grabbed the mayoralty of two 
crucial South African cities. The 
party openly backs big business 
and has its roots in some of the 
white parties that existed under 
apartheid.

Solly Msimanga was elected 
mayor of Tshwane (Pretoria) 
last week and Herman Mashaba 
elected mayor of Johannesburg 
this week.

Elections
The DA’s success is a result of 
the decline in the ruling African 
National Congress (ANC) vote 
at the recent local government 
elections.

Crucially it is also because of 
decisions taken by the Economic 
Freedom Fighters (EFF) to back it 
against the ANC. 

The EFF, which says it is a 
radical socialist alternative to the 

ANC, found itself as “kingmaker” 
where no one party had a majority 
in several municipalities. 

For example, in Johannesburg 
the ANC holds 121 council seats, 
the DA has 104 and the EFF has 
30.

Determined to unseat the ANC, 
the EFF made a set of demands 
to both the ANC and the DA and, 
when neither would fully accept 
them, voted for the DA.

EFF leader Julius Malema said, 
“A revolutionary can never be 
neutral. We are caught between 
the two devils and had to choose a 
better devil. We had to take sides, 
if we were wrong, this is history, 
let history judge us.” 

Malema emphasised that there 
would be no formal coalition with 
the DA. 

But the EFF’s decision is still a 
betrayal of those who voted for 
it expecting to see intransigent 

opposition to all the pro-capitalist 
parties. It should have refused all 
deals with the ANC and the DA.

The EFF’s votes for the DA 
mayors could, in the longer term, 
give a shot in the arm to the crisis-
wracked ANC. 

Privatisation
However, the DA will not find it 
easy to run the big cities. Policies 
of marketisation and privatisation 
will worsen the problems of 
poverty, lack of housing and health 
care that affect millions of black 
people. 

This will eventually unmask the 
real agenda of the pro-business 
DA.

In addition there may be far 
more strikes and protests now 
from the ANC-aligned unions who 
previously tended to hold down 
struggles against “their” party 
when it was in office. 

Threat of wider war in Syria
A FEARSOME ratcheting up of 
tension between the US and 
Russia’s allies in Syria took 
place last week.

The Syrian air force of 
dictator Bashar al-Assad 
bombed Kurdish YPG militia 
units in Hasakah province in 
the north of the country. 

US special forces troops were 
embedded with the YPG and 
came close to being directly 
attacked.

A few days later two US 
F-22 military jets on patrol 
over Hasakah flew close to 
two Syrian fighter jets and 

“encouraged” them to leave. 
Last weekend the 

commander of US forces in 
Iraq and Syria, Lt. General 
Stephen Townsend, said, “We 
will defend ourselves if we feel 
threatened.” This could lead to 
clashes with Russian forces.

Another senior defence 
official said, “If the Syrians try 
this again, they are at great risk 
of losing an aircraft.”

The multi-imperialist 
intervention in Syria is 
murderous for Syria’s 
people—and threatens horrific 
escalation.

Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan
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Hottest July 
is a warning
NASA HAS said that 
July was the hottest 
month the world has 
experienced since 
records began. 

It’s absolutely 
vital that there is an 
immediate programme 
of renewable energy 
production and an end to 
fossil fuel extraction and 
burning.  

This is possible and 
affordable. 

The £30 billion 
of subsidies that 
the government is 
considering for Hinkley C 
nuclear plant should 
instead be the basis for 
a genuinely sustainable 
energy policy.

Sandra Murray
Southampton 

The IMF funds 
Egypt’s tyrant
THE dictatorship  
of General el-Sisi in 
Egypt has secured a 
£8 billion loan from the 
International Monetary 
Fund. What a disgrace 
that they are funding this 
butcher.

The loan’s conditions 
include cuts in subsidies 
that will hit the poor.  

The only beneficiaries 
will be the military caste 
and its allies. 

Jim Palmer
West London

Who will see 
film on Blair?
DAVE RAMSDEN says 
in his review of George 
Galloway’s film about 
Tony Blair (Socialist 
Worker, 10 August) that 
“it’s not clear whether 
the film will go on general 
release”.

I cannot see this 
film going on even a 
limited general release. 
It surely it falls into the 
same category as the 
Ken Loach films about 
the trade union leaders. 
These were kept out of 
the public domain for 
obvious reasons in the 
early 1980s. 

Ramon Harris
by e-mail

Strange world 
of elite sport 
I ENJOYED watching 
much of the Olympics. 

But we have produced 
an elite of super-athletes. 

Over a quarter of  
the British population  
is officially inactive 
because they do less than 
30 minutes of activity a 
week, including walking.

Janice Hemmingway
North London

The stench of hypocrisy 
runs through this society
AT LEAST three French towns have 
banned the wearing of “burkinis”.

This has supposedly been done 
in the name of “emancipating 
women” and “combatting 
terrorism”. 

Forcing women to wear less 
clothing on a beach is as sexist 
and oppressive as forcing women 
to wear more clothes. We should 
defend women’s right to wear 
whatever clothing they like.

The level of racist hypocrisy is 
staggering. This ban is the latest 
measure by French authorities, to 
witch-hunt and criminalise France’s 
Muslim population. 

Some schools have removed 
non-pork meal options for 
children. Public sector employees 
are banned from wearing the 

hijab. The wearing of a veil is 
completely banned in public.

The terrible attacks in Paris and 
Nice had absolutely nothing to do 
with what Muslim women wear.

The left must stand in solidarity 
with the oppressed, which includes 
challenging sexism and 
Islamophobia.

Julie Webster
Nottingham

lI COMPLETELY oppose the 
politics of Anjem Choudary who has 
been convicted of urging support 
for Isis. But I’m also outraged at the 
way this case has been treated. 

Choudary has been called “the 
devil” by the Sun newspaper and 
now faces many years in jail—not 
for actions but for words he spoke. 

There will be no jail for those 
who, on a daily basis, condemn 
Muslims as terrorists.

When Charlie Hebdo journalists 
were murdered in Paris we heard a 
great deal about the sacred right of 
free speech. This has disappeared.   

Choudary may have encouraged 
people to go to Syria to fight for 
Isis. That’s a tragedy. 

But the government’s racism and 
policies such as the Prevent agenda 
have alienated and radicalised far 
more people than Choudary did. 

And the greatest recruiting tool 
for Isis was Tony Blair with his “War 
on Terror”. Even after the Chilcot 
report revealed some of his crimes, 
he is very unlikely to face justice.

Ann Jones 
Birmingham

Defend our 
public space 
OUR COUNCIL is proposing 
to sell off a square in the 
centre of Swansea in South 
Wales and allow the new 
owner to build shops or 
cafes on a part of it. 

Although the council 
says it would secure public 
access at all times, it’s not 
clear how that would work.

We’ve had some brilliant 
protests and gatherings in 
the square. We’ve shown 
our support for refugees, 
protested against the 
bombing of Syria, and seen 
off a “White Pride” event 
organised by fascists.

At the moment anyone 
can just turn up and hold a 
gathering. But there’s plenty 
of evidence from other cities 
that private ownership tends 
to erode public access. 

The square is part of our 
common heritage in 
Swansea. If the council 
“disposes” of Castle Square 
it will pass out of public 
ownership for the 
foreseeable future and we 
won’t get the land back.

Shockingly there has 
been no public discussion 
about this proposal, just a 
notice in the local paper. 

But we’re getting a 
campaign together and 
telling the council that 
Castle Square is not for sale! 

Alice Greenlees
Swansea 

Tories gave in 
to food firms
I AM angry that the 
government dropped plans 
to curb junk food adverts 
and will instead “challenge” 
manufacturers to cut the 
sugar in products. But I’m 
not shocked. Profit always 
comes before our health.

Tamar Reynolds
East London

How can football fans 
stand with Palestine?
I WAS pleased that Celtic 
football fans unfurled 
Palestinian flags at last 
week’s game against the 
Israeli team Hapoel Be’er 
Shiva. 

Supporting Palestine 
meant defying the Uefa 
football authority’s ban on 
political acts inside 
grounds.

The club may now be 
fined. 

This has led some Celtic 
fans to say we should “obey 
the rules”—even if they are 

stupid rules. But that means 
accepting silence in the face 
of a symbol of injustice. 

However, I also would 
argue that it would have 
been even more effective if 
there had been a boycott of 
the match.

When the South African 
rugby team came to Britain 
in the 1970s this was the 
tactic adopted—along with 
pitch invasions—and it was  
hugely effective.

Alan Cameron 
Glasgow

Just a 
thought...

Stress is the norm
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Pressure at 
work today
I WORK for an insurance 
company in Norwich.

On the surface it appears 
quite a good well paid job, 
but there is no union and 
every moment of the 
working day is timed to the 
second by a PC desktop app 
called Opus. 

Productivity is measured 
to a fraction of a percent. 

Not only do we have to 
be productive, and are 
watched by the line 
managers intensely, but the 
quality of our work 

(running insurance 
policies) must be perfect. 

A whole layer of workers 
are employed to check 
other workers’ output and 
to find infractions of the 
rules for letter writing. 

Instead of hiring new 

people when there is too 
much work, the 
management are forcing 
the back office staff to go 
on the phones. 

Most of the more 
experienced workers 
refused, but those on 
probation felt they had to 
say yes.

The result is very 
inexperienced staff are 
being thrown in at the deep 
end with no planning and 
little training. It is very 
stressful.

This is a textbook 
example of how the 
management of big 
companies are trying to 
deal with the recession.

Name and address supplied
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Cops love their “non-lethal” Tasers so much that their use 
is rocketing. But they are an ideological tool in the hands 
of our rulers—and there’s no way of making them safe, 
argues Dave Sewell. Pictures by Guy Smallman

T
HE DEATH of Dalian 
Atkinson last week 
exposed the deadly 
nature of Tasers. Yet 
cops are using them 
more and more.

Officers raised, aimed or fired a 
Taser 3,128 times in 2009. By 2014 
this had tripled to 10,062. 

In 2013, when Jordan Begley died 
in Manchester after a nine-second 
Taser burst, more than one cop in ten 
was Taser-trained. 

The Police Federation wants every 
officer to carry one.

Tasers were rolled out to firearms 
officers in 2004, then specially trained 
units in 2008. They were sold as a 
“non-lethal” alternative to guns.

But Lee Freeman, assistant chief 
constable of Lincolnshire police, 
explained that Tasers mean offic-
ers don’t have to “wait” for weapons 
specialists. 

A report this year showed that 
police in Lincolnshire topped the 
chart in terms of Taser use per 10,000 
of the population in 2014.

At least ten people have died 
after being tasered in Britain. In 
the US police Tasers were linked to  
49 deaths last year alone, accord-
ing to the Guardian newspaper’s The 
Counted database.

Tasers fire two barbs into the vic-
tim’s body then discharge 50,000 
volts of electricity through their cen-
tral nervous system. This can disrupt 
the heart’s rhythm. 

The fact that Tasers are deadly is no 
secret. They even carry a manufactur-
ers’ warning. And they are one part of 
a bigger picture—a tendency for cops 
to get more and bigger weapons.

In the US, the Department of 
Defense can now transfer army gear 
to the police. They sent in tanks 
against protesters in Ferguson, 
Missouri, in 2014.

In London and some other cities in 
Britain, cops wielding machine guns 
have gone from being a rarity to a 
common sight.

London’s Metropolitan Police 
recently unveiled new “anti-terror” 
units armed and armoured like sol-
diers on a battlefield.

Heavily armed robocops don’t help 
ordinary people who are victims of 
crimes such as burglary or sexual vio-
lence. And they don’t stop terrorism.

After the Paris attacks last November, 
French police were desperate to be 
seen as  doing 
 something useful.       

S o  t h e y 
pulverised a 
building in  
the area 
o f 

St Denis with thousands of machine 
gun  bullets—killing their own dog in 
the process. The suspects inside had a 
single pistol.

The Met’s frantic clampdown after 
the 7/7 attacks in London in 2005 
achieved nothing but the killing of 
unarmed electrician Jean-Charles 
de Menezes wh had no connection 
to terrorism.

The real purpose of the police is to 
keep the population in line—through 
intimidation, routine harassment or 
responding to “public order events” 
such as riots and protests.

But the militarisation that US 
investigative journalist Radley Balko 
called “the rise of the warrior cop” 
had to overcome several obstacles.

Our rulers rule through fraud as 
well as force. They want to maintain 
the illusion of ruling in the interests 
of everyone. Troops patrolling the 
street tend to undermine this.

Exceptional
So a central plank of the ideology of 
capitalist states is a “civilian” police 
force distinct from the army (see 
box). In Britain in particular there is 
a widespread sense that “our” police 
don’t use guns.

Attempts to overturn this ideology 
risk damaging the cops’ legitimacy.
One way to overcome this is to create 
a sense of an exceptional threat—then 
turn the exceptional response into 
the rule. Greater Manchester Police 
trained rooftop snipers on a 2011 
TUC march. A decade of responses 
to terrorist scares—real, threatened 
and imagined—had helped normalise 
the presence of armed cops.

New mobile metal walls were 
developed ostensibly as a defence 
against chemical warfare. The Met 
first deployed them to control the 

route of marching public sector 
workers who struck in 

November 2011.
A n o t h e r 

way is to develop  methods that can 
be presented as non-lethal to side-
step any outrage.The British state has 
always used its empire as a testing 
bed—notably Ireland. Police there 
were routinely armed from the nine-
teenth century.

Cops in Northern Ireland had a 
“shoot to kill” policy for much of the 
“Troubles”. Riot shields pioneered 
there were brought to Britain after 
the 1981 Brixton riots.

Britain used “non-lethal” water 
cannons in Ireland long before former 
Tory mayor Boris Johnson introduced 
them to London.

Dietrich Wagner was blinded and 
almost killed by such a cannon on 
a protest in Stuttgart in 2010. He 
warned, “They are lethal weapons 
and do serious bodily harm.”

Rubber bullets were invented for 
British soldiers in Northern Ireland—
and killed people including 11 year 
old Francis Rowntree in 1972.

In theory they are aimed at the 
ground to bounce at people. 
Even this can be deadly. But in 
practice soldiers fired directly 
at the body.

Similarly, manufacturers’ 
guidelines clearly warn that 
Tasers must be aimed away 
from the chest. This wouldn’t 
make them safe. But in any 
case cops routinely fire close to 
the heart. Gwent Police found 
that 82 percent of its Taser dis-
charges hit people in the chest.

After a 2009 review, Simon 
Chesterman of the Association 
of Chief Police Officers said 
officers are trained “to go for 
the biggest thing they can see”.

So “the chances are that 
clearly you’re going to aim for 
the torso”. 

Despite firing a deadly weapon in 
the deadliest way possible, cops still 
insist they aren’t guns. Those at the 
top fear losing this distinction in the 
furore over Dalian Atkinson’s death.

Labour MP Keith Vaz, chair of the 
home affairs select committee, has 

called for a review of Taser guide-
lines. He says police training 

must stress that they are “a 
last resort”.
Training already stresses 

that cops should only use Tasers 
where there is a severe threat of 

violence or where cops face vio-
lence. The training is ignored. As 

If cops’ weapons make you feel unsafe, you could find yourself a target

Conventional use

‘Drive-stun’ mode
Holding the Taser
against suspect as a
compliance technique.
Thiscan be done
withoutcartridge or
after deployment

Firing two barbs which
stay connected to the
main unit. Electrical
current causes
temporary paralysis.
Cartridge must be
replaced after each use

Barbs

Blast
doors

Range
6.4 m(21ft)

Range
Point blank

Replacable
cartridge

Extra
cartridge

Laser

Exposed
electrodes

10,329
Total number of Taser deployments
in 2015:

8,408

Non-discharges
(Taser drawn but not fired)

1,921

Discharges

Heart attacks
are possible

Suspects
often collapse, leading to
other injuries such as
concussion

Secondary injuries

Cardiac arrest

Rapid contraction
of muscles can cause
paralysis

Paralysis

Excessive force

Roll up for the filth’s big top arms fair
EVERY YEAR the Home Office 
holds a secretive “Security and 
Policing” arms fair. Handpicked 
exhibitors can tout wares 
“too sensitive to show in a 
more open environment”.

One stallholder is BAE, whose 
armoured cars put down protests 
in Bahrain. Another is Chemring, 
which sold former Egyptian despot 
Hosni Mubarak the tear gas used 
against revolutionaries in 2011.

No wonder dictatorial regimes 
including Saudi Arabia shop there.

But foreign customers make 
up less than a third of attendees, 
and military customers less 
than an eighth. The main buyers 

are police, border and 
security forces in Britain.

Naturally, Taser maker 
Axon flogs its “innovative 
public safety technologies” 
there. There’s even an 
award for the most 
innovative firms.

Last year’s winner was Reveal 
Media for making body cameras 
to record cops’ actions.

These had been a demand 
of several justice campaigns 
and were brought in partly 
to try and defuse anger over 
police killings. But the cops 
who arrested Dalian Atkinson 
weren’t even wearing theirs.

The year before the award 

winner was RepKnight, which 
makes software for monitoring 
social media. Perhaps they’ll be 
in for a slice of the £1.7 million 
earmarked for the Met’s new unit 
to hunt down online “trolls”.

The pile of cash up for grabs is 
huge. Cops get £12 billion every 
year. Much of it goes on equipment, 
with some forces paying up 
to ten times the going rate.

Robo cops love stunning after effects
TASERS CAN also 
be used for “pain 
compliance”—hurting 
someone until they do 
what they are told.

This involves holding 
a Taser directly against 
someone’s body, 
a technique called 
“drive stun”. Some US 
forces officially use 

this portable torture 
method.

In Britain, cops’ 
training shows them 
how to do it, then 
tells them not to.

Neil Basu of 
the Association 
of Chief Police 
Officers said the 
training was in 

case of “emergency 
circumstances where it 
is needed”.

The Police 
Federation wants 
the technique to be 

officially authorised. 
Drive stuns made 
up 16 percent of 
police Taser firings 
in 2014.

Police’s ancestors were bosses’ own militia
POLICE IN Britain were 
founded to protect property and 
keep workers down. When the 
industrial revolution brought 
together millions of working 
class people in mushrooming 

cities, the establishment grew 
terrified of the “mob”.

Their fears grew as workers 
began to organise for their rights.

The state had the army. But 
wherever it stationed barracks 
they provoked resentment. And it 
didn’t always trust soldiers, who 
often felt closer to the workers 
than to their commanders.

If the army was sent in to 
control protests, workers could be 
killed—creating outrage. Letting 
bosses form their own militia of 
“yeomanry” only made this worse.

Yeomanry charged into a  
peaceful mass rally in St Peter’s 
Field, Manchester, 197 years  
ago last week, killing at least  
15 people and injuring hundreds.

This “Peterloo” massacre created 
such uproar that the government 
feared an armed uprising.

The following decade saw 

professional police forces set 
up—notably the Met in 1929.

Unlike soldiers, cops were 
carefully taught to look down 
on the populations they “served” 
with suspicion and contempt—
particularly large gatherings.

And they were trained to 
contain rallies and riots without 
repeating the Peterloo scandal. 

Their batons could do real 
damage. And the guns were still 
there when these weren’t enough, 
with troops used against strikers 
well into the 20th century.

But for an institution built 
on violence the new police 
made a big show of not carrying 
weapons. Tasers were made 
to continue this hypocrisy.

DEADLY
FORCE The terrible toll of Taser victims 

YOU’RE NEVER too 
young, old or ill to 
get electrocuted by 
coppers.

Tasers were used 
to threaten or shoot 
children at least 407 
times in England and 
Wales in 2014-15. 
Some 57 of these were 
14 years old or younger, 
according to the 
Stopwatch campaign.

West Yorkshire 
Police tasered a man 
alone in a bus depot 

and unresponsive due 
to hypoglycemic shock 
in 2005. The Met 
tasered an 82 year old 
man in west London 
in 2011—leaving him 
hospitalised for days.

Black people are 
three times more likely 
to be tasered in Britain 
than the population 
as a whole. And more 
than two thirds of 
police Taser victims 
have mental health 
problems.Dalian AtkinsonDEADLY: A police Taser can and does kill
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

GLASGOW: SOUTH
Black Lives Matter— 
race, class and revolt
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St,
G42 7RA

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Leon Trotsky— 
a fighter for our time
Wed 7 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
How Europe 
underdeveloped Africa
Thu 1 Sep, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Fighting austerity— 
building to “Unwelcome 
the Tories” in Birmingham
Wed 31 Aug, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
The situation in Kashmir
Thu 1 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
The case against 
immigration controls
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
The way forward in Brighton
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brighthelm Centre,
North Rd,
BN1 1YD
BRISTOL
Can Corbyn beat the 
establishment?
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY
How we fought racism
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue 
(off Clarendon Rd),
CB2 8DB
CARDIFF
Is socialism possible?
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Central Perk Cafe,
2 Donald St,
Roath, CF24 4TQ
CHESTERFIELD
What would socialism 
look like?
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
Can Corbyn beat the 
establishment?
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH

EDINBURGH
The battle for Labour’s 
soul—from Bennism 
to Corbynism
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
ESSEX
Black Lives Matter—
Marxism and fight 
against racism
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
EXETER
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. David’s Hill, EX4 3RG
HARLOW
Why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
The case against 
immigration controls
Wed 31 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP

LANCASTER
Corbyn, the Labour 
Party and the struggle 
for socialism
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Spain 1936—revolution 
and Civil War
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,
L7 7DX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Why we need socialism
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
A very capitalist 
condition—a history and 
politics of disability
Wed 31 Aug, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,SW2 1EP

LONDON: EALING
Carnival is ours—
Black Lives Matter
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St,
Acton, W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
A Rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
The politics of food
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd, N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: KINGSTON
Is the media all powerful?
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East, KT1 2PT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
The case against 
immigration controls
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd,
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Can Corbyn beat the 
establishment?
Wed 31 Aug, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove,
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
What would a 
revolution look like?
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
Room 6, Peckham Pulse,
SE15 5QN
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Eleanor Marx and the 
New Unionism
Wed 31 Aug, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St,E2 6HG

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Terrorism—what do 
socialists say?
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Lancashire textile workers’ 
fight against slavery during 
the US Civil War
Wed 31 Aug, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Reform or revolution?
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MEDWAY
Marxism and religion
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
The united front in 
theory and practice
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
OXFORD
War, imperialism and 
counter-revolution—where 
does Isis come from?
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way, OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Germany 1918-23—the 
revolution that could 
have changed history
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EY

ROTHERHAM
Jeremy Corbyn, the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism
Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SCARBOROUGH
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Wed 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Scarborough Central Library,
The Reading Room,
Vernon Rd,
YO11 2NN
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Political Islam and 
imperialism
Thu 1 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Pride and the struggle 
for LGBT+ liberation
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right?
Thu 1 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WAKEFIELD
Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right?
Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,
WF1 3LJ
YORK
Syria—revolution, counter- 
revolution and civil war
Wed 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Priory Street 
Community Centre,
15 Priory St,
YO1 6ET.
Pamphlet launch

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BIRMINGHAM
Unwelcome Tory Conference 
to Birmingham 2016
Sun 2 Oct, 12noon
Birmingham
DORCHESTER 
Creeping privatisation 
of the NHS
Fri 2 Sep, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Stand Up to Racism 
Conference
Sat 8 Oct, 10am, 
Friends House,
173-177 Euston Rd,
NW1 2BJ
Marxism and Nature
A one-day conference 
hosted by the International 
Socialism journal
Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am, 
Central London,
WC2E 9RZ
To book online go to
isj.org.uk/day-school-
marxism-and-nature
GLASGOW
Marxism Festival 
Scotland 2016
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St,
G2 4JP

PLACE 
Title 
23 Feb, 6pm, 7.5pt bold

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BOOKMARKS

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London, WC1B 3QE

020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

the socialist bookshop

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to 
your phone
Save 07494 519595 
as Socialist Worker 
WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the 
number 
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An insightful tale of racism, poverty and alienation
FILM
BLACK
Directed by Adil El Arbi and 
Bilall Fallah. In cinemas now

BLACK IS a film 
adaptation of books by 
author Dirk Bracke—
influenced by William 
Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet and Arthur 
Laurents’ West Side Story, 

It is largely set in 
Molenbeek, a district of 
Brussels in Belgium. 

This is where some of 
those involved in recent 
terror attacks in Brussels 
and Paris were from. 

The location is a critical 
element to the plot. 
Molenbeek is an area with 
high unemployment and 
many recent immigrants.

It’s where we meet 
young Marwan (Aboubakr 
Bensaihi) and Mavela 
(Martha Canga Antonio), 
who start dating despite 
being from opposing 
gangs, the 1080s and 
Black Bronx.

The film’s most violent 
and inhumane moments 
are between and within 
the gangs.

It seemed that it was 
trying to tackle too 
many issues within a 

limited time frame and 
the dramatic plot was in 
danger of overshadowing 
its comment on race, 
gender and class.

But, surprisingly, it 
works because it focuses 
on social divisions and 
the racism faced by young 
people who seek a sense 
of belonging within the 
gangs.

The couple ultimately 
face the consequences of 
their decision to leave the 
gangs.

Marwan is seen as 
disloyal and Mavela is 
seen as someone else’s 
property. When Marwan 

looks to leave the gang 
and get a job his elder 
brother and gang leader 
Nassim tells him it’s futile. 
“You were born here but 
you’re still different, you’ll 
always be a foreigner,” he 
says.

This film is worth 
going to see and gives 
an insight into the lives 
of immigrants and the 
racism, poverty and 
alienation they suffer.

It also tries to 
understand what can drive 
someone to have so much 
hatred for the country 
they are brought up in.
Naima Omar

Can revival of 1973 classic 
help forge new movement?
The Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, Black Oil goes on tour across Scotland 
this month. The revival of this influential play is timely, writes Dave Gilchrist
JOHN MCGRATH’S 1973 play The 
Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, 
Black Oil is one of the great works 
of modern Scottish theatre. 

It was revived last summer in 
Dundee and will play again in thea-
tres across Scotland from the end of 
this month through to late October.

The original play was 7:84 Theatre 
Company’s first production. It 
marked a new beginning for drama in 
Scotland, and the way the work was 
staged is still influential to this day.

Offshore oil exploration was then a 
new industry just starting up. Despite 
promises of high pay, working condi-
tions were terrible. 

The play put this in a historical 
context. 

It looked at how Highland crofters 
fought back against the big Scottish 
landowners who were throwing them 
off the land to make way for sheep.

Workers
Young left wing theatre workers John 
McGrath and his partner Elizabeth 
MacLennan set up 7:84 to produce 
work that was meaningful to their 
fellow workers. 

It took its name from a statistic 
published in The Economist maga-
zine that 7 percent of the population 
owned 84 percent of the wealth in 
Britain.

At that time workers in Britain 
were engaged in waves of local strikes 
and much bigger confrontations such 
as the miner’s strike of 1972.

McGrath had also visited Paris in 
1968 and saw the factories closed by 
striking workers, the gates draped 
with red flags. 

He believed that revolution was 
not only about economics but also 
creative and spiritual freedom. In this 

atmosphere a new left wing move-
ment grew up in the theatre.

7:84 wanted to tell these sto-
ries in a way that was relevant and 
meaningful. 

It staged the show not in tradi-
tional theatres but in local halls 
throughout Scotland on a format 
based on the ceilidh—Scottish dance 
entertainment.

It was performed with music and 

songs in Gaelic and English. There 
were jokes, dances and the actors 
often spoke directly to the audience. 

At the end everyone was invited 
to dance, drink and discuss the play. 

McGrath and MacLennan wanted 
their work to be a dialogue between 
the audience and the performers—
and be part of building a movement 
for socialism.

They raised an awareness of 

popular and radical traditions of 
Scottish theatre that continue today. 

Powerful recent works such as 
Gregory Burke’s The Black Watch 
and Rona Munro’s The James Plays 
have used the radical techniques 
 pioneered by 7:84 and others. 

Questions
Dundee Rep’s new production of 
The Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, 
Black Oil raises questions. 

It has been widely praised but is 
also said to be much slicker than the 
original. Is this a gain or a loss? 

And touring established theatres, 
not local halls, changes the way 
the audience can interact with the 
performance. 

This is partly to do with the 
economics of the present theatri-
cal system but also the loss of the 
 movement that existed in the 1970s. 

Thousands of ordinary working 
class people were looking for change 
and hungry for ideas as to how to 
bring it about.

Theatre workers were consciously 
part of that.

That movement for a better kind 
of society revived around the Scottish 
independence referendum and now 
around Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership 
of the Labour Party. 

It is timely, then, to see this revival 
of McGrath’s play. Perhaps it can be 
part of building a new movement for 
socialism.  

Part of that would be a new 
 theatrical movement for  working 
class people with young people 
 writing and devising new plays that 
help us discuss how we fight.
The Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, 
Black Oil tours 31 August—22 October. 
More details at cheviottour.co.uk

IMAGE FROM the new production’s publicity

EXHIBITION
LABOUR PAINS—TENSIONS 
AND DIVISIONS, FROM COLE 
TO CORBYN
People’s History Museum, 
Manchester. Free entry. Until  
26 September. phm.org.uk

THE PEOPLE’S History 
Museum in Manchester is 
offering historical context 
to the current turbulence 
within the Labour Party. 

A new exhibition 
examines past and present 
tensions using artefacts 
from the museum’s 
collection and Labour Party 
archives. It includes Nye 
Bevan’s resignation letter 
from 1951, on display for 
the first time ever.

The museum comments 
that the tensions “have 
been a recurring theme 
since at least the 1930s”.

THEATRE
JUST AN ORDINARY LAWYER
Written and performed by Tayo 
Aluko. Tour info bit.ly/2byG0Rt

THIS NEW play by Tayo 
Aluko—best known for his 
superb Call Mr Robeson—is 
about a lesser known figure 
from “black British” history, 
Tunji Sowande. 

A Nigerian with a talent 
for singing and a love 
of cricket, Sowande hit 
institutionalised racism and 
the “colour bar” for six to 
become Britain’s first black 
judge. 

Aluko wonderfully 
portrays Sowande’s “quiet 
eloquence” amid a context 
of rising anti‑colonial and 
anti‑apartheid struggles 
in Africa, and the US civil 
rights and Black Power 
movement.  

The play is a product of 
Aluko’s characteristically 
rich historical research and 
insight. Every socialist, anti‑
racist and  anti‑imperialist 
will love this.
Christian Hogsbjerg

Please support

1917—Russia’s 
Red Year

100th anniversary graphic 
novel by John Newsinger 

and Tim Sanders

Donate online at  
kck.st/2axNTa7

Crowdfunding 
campaign
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T
HE elect ion 
o f  J e r e m y 
C o r b y n  a s 
Labour leader 
has encour-
aged a growth 

in left wing ideas. Many 
people say they support 
Corbyn because they sup-
port socialism. 

And Corbyn’s popular-
ity is so great that even his 
challenger, Owen Smith, has 
declared himself a socialist.

Smith doesn’t want to get 
rid of capitalism. He believes 
that “we live in a capitalist 
society and the Labour Party 
is about trying to achieve 
socialism within that”. 

His socialism is about 
“ameliorating the situa-
tion, not overthrowing it by 
revolution”. 

Corbyn is much more gen-
uine in his desire for change, 
but he still hopes to win it 
within the system.

Yet socialism is so radically 
different to capitalism that 
winning it means overthrow-
ing the system.

Capitalism is driven by 
competition. Society is divided 
into classes—the working 
class and the ruling class, 
which controls the means of 
production.

Bosses compete to make 
the most profits by exploiting 
workers—paying them less 
than the value of what they  
produce and keeping the rest.

Under capitalism, real power 
doesn’t lie with parliament but 
with a tiny group of rich people.

In any case governments 
back up the rich over ordinary 
people. And most of the state—
the police, judiciary, army and 
so on—is unelected.

Control
Our rulers use oppressions such 
as racism and sexism to help 
keep workers divided and wage 
wars for control and influence 
over land and resources.

Capitalism is a brutal, chaotic 
and wasteful system that fails 
the vast majority of humanity in 
the name of making a minority 
obscenely wealthy. 

Socialism would reverse all 
of this.

Under socialism, the mass 
of working class people would 
develop their own institutions 
to collectively organise produc-
tion—and society as a whole.

There would be real demo-
cratic decision-making. Society 
would be organised to meet 
people’s needs, not make  
profits for a few. 

Instead of wasting bil-
lions on arms, for instance, 
people could shift resources to  
housing or nurseries.

Ultimately socialism would 
do away with class divisions, 
inequality and oppression.

Revolutions and revolu-
tionary upheavals in the past 
have shown how dramatic the 
changes can be.

The Russian Revolution 
of 1917 is the only time in  
history when workers suc-
cessfully took state power. 
Working class people set up 

workers’ councils called sovi-
ets and began to run society 
themselves.

Revolutionary journalist 
John Reed’s description of a 
Congress of Soviets meeting in 
his book Ten Days that Shook 
the World gives a flavour of this 
new democracy.

An army officer attacked the 
Congress and claimed to be 
speaking for “delegates from 
the front”.

“Soldiers began to stand up 
all over the hall. ‘Who are you 

speaking for? What do you rep-
resent?’ they cried.“You repre-
sent the officers, not the sol-
diers! What do the soldiers say 
about it?’ Jeers and hoots.”

The revolution saw an explo-
sion of interest in political ideas. 
People who had been illiter-
ate learned to read. Hundreds 
of thousands of leaflets, pam-
phlets, newspapers and books 
were distributed across Russia.

Reed wrote, “The thirst for 
education, so long thwarted, 
burst with the Revolution into 

a frenzy of expression. Russia 
absorbed reading matter 
like hot sand drinks water, 
insatiable.

“Every street corner was 
a public tribune. In railway 
trains, streetcars, always the 
spurting up of impromptu 
debate, everywhere.”

T h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
government quickly brought 
in measures to undermine old 
oppressions. 

It gave women the right 
to abortion and divorce on 
demand. It set up nurseries and 
canteens to shift the burden 
of childcare and feeding from 
individual women and onto 
society as a whole.

Homosexuality was legalised. 
A Jew, Leon Trotsky, was twice 
elected leader of the Petrograd 
soviet in a country that had 
been strongly antisemitic.

The Chinese Revolution 
in 1927 saw a similar shift in 
ideas. In his book The Tragedy 
of the Chinese Revolution 
Harold Isaacs wrote, “Bandages 
were torn from the bound feet 
of children.

“Superstitions and old habits 
suffered. ‘The clay and wood 
gods have already lost their 
dignity,’ said a report from the 
country. ‘The people no longer 
need the Five Classics and the 
Four Books.

“‘What they want is politi-
cal reports’.”

I
N REVOLUTIONS, ordinary  
people come to the fore 
and achieve things they 
never dreamed possible. 
After living in societies 
that insist they must 

“know their place”, they begin 
to glimpse their own poten-
tial. Old hierarchies become 
irrelevant.

In Portugal a revolutionary 
upsurge in 1974-75 saw workers  
occupy factories and soldiers  
elect their officers. Luxury 
houses were turned into cre-
ches or used to house workers.

More recently during the rev-
olution in Egypt some hospital  
workers met in their workplaces 
and set about reorganising  
things on their terms. They 
demanded that old managers 
who had backed dictator Hosni 
Mubarak were removed.

The meetings involved work-
ers on every level, including 
doctors, porters, cleaners and 
admin workers. 

It was a glimpse of what 
could have been, but there 
were not enough organised 
workers involved in the revolu-
tion to bring about a socialist 
transformation.

The old regime was able to 
regroup and violently reassert 
control.

But there is there a way of 
transforming society with-
out challenging the capitalist 
set-up.

The revolutionary social-
ist Rosa Luxemburg argued 
that people who say they want 
socialism through reforms 
aren’t arguing for socialism at 
all.

They “do not really choose 
a more tranquil, calmer and 

WHAT DOES 
SOCIALISM 
LOOK LIKE?
Reforming capitalism is not the same as socialism, argues 
Sadie Robinson. Another society is possible—but can only 
come about through a revolution by working class people

Real power 
does not lie  
in parliament 
but with a tiny 
rich elite

‘‘ 
John Reed wrote of 
revolutionary Russia

READ MORE
lTen Days That Shook 
The World 
by John Reed 
bit.ly/1NCpzyK

lArguments for revolution 
by Charlie Kimber and 
Joseph Choonara 
£3

lReform or Revolution 
by Rosa Luxemburg 
bit.ly/1GKj2fe

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

slower road to the same goal, 
but a different goal. Instead of 
taking a stand for the establish-
ment of a new society they take 
a stand for surface modifica-
tions of the old society.”

Of course, we can win 
reforms under capitalism and 
it is worth doing so. 

It matters whether we have 
an NHS or not, or whether 
abortion is legal or illegal, for  
example. And fighting for 
reforms can spill over into 
bigger struggles and help ordi-
nary people discover their 
power.

But reforms under capitalism 
are not the same as socialism. 
They don’t challenge the privi-
lege of the rich. And they leave 
all the exploitation, oppression 
and horror of the system intact.

Revolution
Socialism can only come about 
through revolution “from 
below”—from the mass activ-
ity of the majority of ordinary 
people. 

As the revolutionary Karl 
Marx put it, “The emancipation 
of the working class is the act 
of the working class.” Socialism 
can’t be handed down to us 
from above. Marxists argue 
that revolution is needed for 
two main reasons. 

First, winning socialism 
requires challenging the ruling 
class and the state machines 
that back them. They will resist 
this. In Russia some 14 armies 
invaded to aid the counter-rev-
olutionary White Army.

The only way to win a socialist  
society is by workers imposing 
it and resisting any attempts 
at counter-revolution from the 
old rulers. The second reason is 
to do with the transformation 
it brings about in those taking 
part. 

Marx wrote, “Revolution is 
necessary, not only because 
the ruling class cannot be  
overthrown in any other way, 
but also because the class 
overthrowing it can only in a  
revolution succeed in ridding 
itself of all the muck of ages and 
become fitted to found society 
anew.”

In the process of creating 
a new world, people begin to 
transform themselves.

Of course revolutions are 
not simple affairs. Any suc-
cessful socialist revolution will 
have to spread internationally 
in order to survive. It will need 
a well organised and rooted  
revolutionary party.

Old ideas and supersti-
tutions won’t completely  

disappear straight away. And 
the ruling class will throw  
everything it has at destroying 
any revolutionary movement.

But a socialist revolution 
can get rid of the exploitation, 
oppression and violence that 
destroys so many lives today. 

And the numbers that the 
working class can mobilise are 
far, far greater than anything 
the cops and the state can throw 
at it.

We have the resources, the 
power and the potential to 
build a very different world. 
Class struggle is built into capi-
talism. And time after time, this 
has grown into a revolutionary 
challenge to the system.

There will be revolutions in 
the future but change is not 
guaranteed. Our job is to push 
for a socialist transformation of 
society.

A WOMAN flies 
the Egyptian flag 
overlooking Tahrir 
square in Cairo 
during the 2011 
revolution (top)

JEREMY CORBYN 
addressing striking 
workers last year 
(above)  

 Picture: Guy Smallman

Workers and sailors in Portugal march freely on May Day 

for the first time just after the revolution in 1974

Being loved wasn’t enough 
for the union leaders

George Lansbury went 
from campaigner to 
Labour leader only to 
be brought down by 
his own side, writes  
Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
GEORGE LANSBURY was 
the Labour Party’s most left 
wing leader before Jeremy 
Corbyn. His willingness to 
go jail during the London 
Poplar council revolt against 
austerity in 1920 had made 
him a socialist hero. He was 
called the “the most loveable 
figure in modern politics”. 

Lansbury was propelled 
into the leadership in 1932 
as a backlash against the last 
Labour government swinging 
sharply to the right.

He was popular among 
members and had support 
from some unions. 

But after Lansbury pushed 
his pacifist foreign policy, the 
union leaders forced him to 
resign just three years later.

Lansbury had been active 
in East End politics since 
the 1880s. He championed 
the movements for women’s 
suffrage and peace.

This radical mood helped 
Labour take Poplar borough 
council in 1919.

Lansbury was determined 
to bring about real change. As 
he said, “Those who pretend 
that a sound Labour policy 
can be pursued without 
making the rich poorer should 
find another party.”

Subsidise
Lansbury raised 
unemployment allowance 
and council workers’ pay, and 
argued that rich boroughs 
should subsidise poorer ones. 

After Poplar withheld its 
financial contributions to 
the London County Council 
to force this change, some 
30 councillors were jailed. 

Within six weeks they had 
been freed because of a mass 
campaign. 

At this point Lansbury didn’t 
see the movement outside as 
an add-on to councillors, but 
hoped to give a lead to it. 

Departure from this sort 
of socialist politics proved a 
disaster for Lansbury. 

He was elected an MP 
in 1922. Labour won the 
1929 general election just as 

capitalism was slipping into 
one its biggest crises. Labour 
prime minister Ramsay 
MacDonald’s response was 
massive austerity. Even the 
TUC and union leaders balked 
at the scale of his attack. 

In the face of growing 
opposition MacDonald broke 
with Labour and formed a 
“national government” with 
the Tories and Liberals. 

In the 1931 election Labour 
was wiped out from 287 to 
just 52 MPs. In response to 
this shuddering defeat the 
whole party swung to the left. 

Union leaders, fed up 
with being treated badly by 
MacDonald and the right, 
initially backed this left shift. 

As a popular left wing 
backbencher, Lansbury fell 
into the leadership.

The left didn’t build 
among working class people 
like Lansbury had done in 
Poplar. Despite left rhetoric 
Lansbury’s Labour didn’t base 
itself on workers’ struggles or 
the fight against fascism.

But as the Labour left got 
inebriated on its own rhetoric 
on the conference floor, union 
leaders demanded sobriety. 

They had to support 
Lansbury to punish the right. 

But now they thought Labour 
had shifted too far to the left 
and that he was making it 
“unelectable”.

So they began plotting a 
campaign to get rid of him.  

Invaded
Their chance to strike came 
at the 1935 Labour Party 
conference after fascist Italy 
invaded Abyssinia (Ethiopia). 

Their hit man was Ernest 
Bevin, leader of the powerful 
TGWU transport union, 
one of the Unite union’s 
forerunners. 

The pacifist Lansbury 
opposed sanctions, backed by 
the threat of military action, 
against Italy. Bevin laid into 
the left, speaking for sanctions. 
He accused Lansbury of 
“hawking your conscience 
around from body to body 
asking to be told what to do 
with it”.

This was a devastating 
blow to Lansbury, who felt 
there was no option but to 
resign. The Labour left was 
crushed and the machine 
moved against other leaders 
such as Stafford Cripps and 
Aneurin Bevan.

Lansbury and the Poplar 
councillors had vowed never 
to break the poor. But because 
he came to accept the focus on 
parliament, the union leaders 
broke his left leadership. 

Also in this series: 
lThe ‘constraint of unity’ fatally 
weakened the Bennite left 
bit.ly/2b4UxRS 
lNye Bevan’s contortions 
bit.ly/2bn4VKA 
lStafford Cripps, a turncoat 
twice over bit.ly/2az9b3Q 
lWhat Lenin said about Labour 
bit.ly/2anvZs5 
lThe Independent Labour 
Party bit.ly/2aYNNe7

GEORGE LANSBURY leaving his East End home

Despite the left 
rhetoric Labour 
didn’t build 
workers’ 
struggles

‘‘ 
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Antarctic melt poses grim threat
 by DAVE SEWELL

AS THE Antarctic winter 
draws to a close, scientists 
watching the continent’s ice 
shelf have found alarming 
signs that it could be falling 
apart.

The Antarctic ice cap 
contains 90 percent of the 
world’s ice. The question of 
what happens to it could be 
one of the most important for 
humanity’s future over the 
next few centuries.

If it melts, sea levels would 
rise by up to 60 metres which 
would threaten London and 
most coastal cities. And the 
signs don’t look good.

Striking
A satellite-based study of 
the Langhovde Glacier in 
East Antarctica found nearly 
8,000 striking blue lakes have 
formed on its white surface 
since 2000.

They show that ice is  
melting at the top of the gla-
cier, apparently due to rising 
air temperatures. 

The fastest period of lake 

formation was in the summer 
of 2012-13, when tempera-
tures rose above freezing 
point on 37 days.

Worse still, they appear to 
be draining into the depths of 
the glacier.

Bringing water down into 
a glacier’s core is key to 
breaking it apart. The lakes 

are new to the region, but 
similar to meltwater lakes 
found in Greenland—where 
a much smaller icecap is 
already melting fast. East 
Antarctica had been thought 
to be mostly stable.

If this happens on as large 
a scale as in Greenland,  
scientists should expect to see 

“ m e l t -
w a t e r 
plumes” of water 
carrying sediments into the 
sea around the ice shelf. So 
far they haven’t.

G lac io log i s t  S tewart 
Jamieson, one of the study’s 
authors, said the lakes “are 
probably not big enough to 

do much at present, but if 
climate warming continues 
in the future, we can only 
expect the size and number 
of these lakes to increase.”

But the authors stressed 
that they chose Langhovde 
not because it’s special, but 
simply because there is more 
data for it. What is happening 
there is likely to be happening 
all over East Antarctica.

Greenland-style meltwater 
drainage is believed to have 
been part of what caused 

the spectacular break-up 
of the Larsen B ice shelf 
in 2002. 

Then the US National 
Snow and Ice Data 
Center said the Earth 
had lost a major feature 

that had “likely existed 
since the end of the last 

major glaciation 12,000 
years ago.” 

Now another study has 
found that event could be 
repeating. A huge crack is 
developing in the Larsen C 
ice shelf.

It’s Antarctica’s fourth 
largest ice shelf—ice  spread 
350 metres thick over an area 

almost as big as Scotland.
The British Antarctic  

Survey’s project Midas found 
this month that it had reached 
a length of 80 milies—14 
miles longer than when they 
last saw it in March before 
the Antarctic winter.

Since last year it has wid-
ened from 200 metres to 350 
metres.The researchers warn 
that 2,316 square miles of 
ice could soon break away 
and melt.

Destruction
That could mean the whole 
Larsen C ice shelf follows 
Larsen B into destruction.

The pressure on the ice 
is only going to grow. Every 
single month this year has 
broken temperature records. 
Earth was hotter in July than 
in any month in the past 
100,000 years. 

We need urgent action to 
prepare for the mounting 
climate chaos and to bring 
down the greenhouse emis-
sions fuelling it.

Fighting the capitalist class 
who keep increasing them is 
a matter of life or death.

The lakes on top of the Langhovde glacier (main) and a map of 
the new danger zones in the Antarctic (inset) 

Langhovde
glacierLarsen C

ice shelf

16 NEWSSocialist Worker  24 August 2016



 Cuts but no  
 incisions as  
 NHS waiting  
 times soar
Routine surgery faces chronic delays 
in a crisis Tory plans will only make 
worse, warns Tomáš Tengely-Evans

TENS OF thousands of NHS 
patients in England are being 
made to  wai t  longer  than 
18 weeks for routine opera-
tions, a new report by Patients’ 
Association found last week.

The Feeling the Wait report 
found that some 92,739 patients 
were waiting longer than the NHS 
target of 18 weeks in 2015. 

That’s an increase of 80 percent 
from 51,388 the previous year. 

The worst average waiting times 
were for operations mainly for older 
patients, such as hip replacement 
and hernia operations.

Hospital  bosses cancel led  
753 operations “on the day”. The 
report made clear that “equipment 
shortages and a lack of beds were 
the most common reasons” for this.

Some 8,000 beds have been cut 
in England’s NHS under the Tories.

The waiting times add to a grow-
ing crisis in the NHS. The Tories will 
try to seize on this report to bolster 
their case for “seven day working” 
for health workers.

Stretch
But their plan would be “cost neu-
tral”. This means it comes with no 
extra funding—and would stretch 
resources that are already inade-
quate for five days over seven.

The Tories also demand that the 
NHS makes £22 billion in “effi-
ciency savings”.

Sam, an occupational therapist in 
east London, told Socialist Worker, 
“The NHS already provides emer-
gency care 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. It’s not a bad idea to 
provide elective surgery during the 
weekend, but that needs funding.”

She added, “We’re already over-
stretched. The plan will make staff 
more overworked—and that’s bad 
for patients.”

Poverty pay, mounting work-
loads and management bullying are 
driving an acute NHS staffing crisis.

“Many long-time staff have been 
pushed out and it’s really hard to 
hire people to work in the NHS,” 
Sam explained.

In London alone 10,000 nursing 

places remain unfilled. 
The seven day working plan is 

the justification for the new con-
tract health secretary Jeremy Hunt 
is imposing to make junior doctors 
work longer. But Sam said, “It’s not 
just about having more junior doc-
tors or nurses if you want to run 
seven day surgery.

“You need more porters and 
cleaners to make sure the hospital 
is kept clean and you need more 
therapists to care for patients after-
wards. Then you need to keep the 
pharmacy running.”

Hunt’s real plan is to drive down 
health workers’ pay to soften the 
NHS up for privatisation. This will 
only make waiting times and can-
cellations worse.

The Feeling the Wait report 
underlines that the NHS needs 
more funding.

T h a t  c a n  o n l y  c o m e 
from getting  behind health  
workers’ fight against Hunt.

BACK STORY
The Patients’ Association issued 
a report called Feeling the Wait 
last week
lIt found long 
waiting times 
for elective 
surgery on 
the NHS
lIt is the 
latest sign of 
deep NHS 
crisis fuelled 
by cuts and 
privatisation
lDownload it at bit.ly/2bjZR5l

PLUNDER AT sea—former BHS owner Philip Green enjoys his new yacht as workers lose pensions

If your pension scheme’s in trouble 
it’s not because the boss is hard up
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

BRITAIN’S TOP firms threw 
five times more cash at their 
shareholders than they paid into 
workers’ pension schemes last 
year.

Some 87 companies listed on 
the FTSE 100 index paid just 
over £13 billion between them 
into pension schemes. Their 
shareholders grabbed nearly 
£72 billion, consultancy firm LCP 
found.

It’s no wonder so many pension 
schemes are now “unsustainable” 
that LCP warns “we expect to 
see many more pension scheme 
closures announced in the coming 
months and years”.

Of the 56 firms that disclosed 
figures for the pension liabilities, 
over half were in deficit, with a 
combined shortfall of £42 billion.

Gap
But these same fats cats paid out 
dividends worth £53 billion—
enough to bridge the gap with 
25 percent extra to spare.

Pensions are workers’ deferred 
wages, but many bosses take 
“holidays” from paying their 
contribution.

Instead they hog the cash 

for themselves and their 
shareholders.

Former BHS owner Philip 
Green is a particularly disgusting 
example. 

After taking more than  
£580 million in dividends, 
rental payments and interest on 
loans out of the firm, he sold it 
for £1 with a pension deficit of 
£571 million.

As 11,000 BHS workers got 
sacked and their pensions slashed 
Green was buying his third yacht, 
joining a speedboat, helicopter 
and Gulfstream jet.

Other top executives took the 
same pension holidays but made 
sure to look out for themselves.

To avoid changes to tax 
allowances on big pension pots, 
bosses have shifted towards 
taking cash instead. The average 

value of this was £242,000 in 
2015, or 13 percent of total 
executive pay.

Pressure
There seems to be little “pressure” 
to cut the perks of the boardroom 
set or the payouts to shareholders. 
But when it comes to workers, 
everything is considered for the 
chop.

Some 90,000 Royal Mail 
workers are the latest to see an 
attempt to raid their pensions 
(see page 18). If it is similar to 
the current attack on Post Office 
workers’ pensions thousands 
could lose half their pension pot.

Postal workers can beat back 
this attack by striking.

There’s plenty of money to pay 
workers’ pensions. It just needs 
taking off the fat cats.

Hunt the Tory

FIGURE IT OUT

£13 billion
 What 87 top firms payed into 
pension schemes last year

£72 billion 
What the same 87 firms gave 
their shareholders in dividends

£42 billion
 Combined shortfall of pension 
schemes at 56 firms in deficit

£53 billion 
What the same 56 firms gave 
their shareholders in dividends
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IN BRIEF 

Negotiations put 
brakes on strikes 
A SERIES of strikes by 
2,000 RMT union members 
working on Virgin Trains East 
Coast were suspended after 
the union said talks made 
“significant progress”. The 
strikes were set to begin last 
Friday.

The dispute was provoked 
by bosses’ new cuts plan. The 
union said 200 jobs are under 
threat.

Bosses want to combine 
train guards and other 
onboard staff roles. This 
would lead to higher 
workloads and undermine 
passenger safety.

Cabin crew boycott 
BA bosses’ scheme 
BA CABIN crew have voted by 
91 percent to boycott a new 
performance management 
system. The vote for action 
short of a strike by the Unite 
union’s BA section Bassa 
covered 8,800 workers.

Unite fears bosses could 
use their new Dashboard 
Performance Management 
scheme to justify job losses.

But it had yet to call a date 
for the action as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

Slice of action can 
beat attack on jobs
THE UNITE union has said 
it will fight 2 Sisters’ food 
bosses’ plans to axe 325 
jobs at The Pizza Factory in 
Nottingham.

The company also 
announced that it wanted 
to discuss changes to shift 
patterns and terms and 
conditions. Unite said that it 
now has “breathing space” 
before the next meeting with 
the company set for  
20 September.

It should immediately 
ballot its members for strikes. 

London Met strike 
ballot expected 
UCU UNION members 
at London Metropolitan 
University are expected to 
begin balloting for strikes 
against mass redundancies. 

The workers are also 
fighting for the reinstatement 
of union reps Mark Campbell 
and David Hardman. 

They voted by 76 percent 
for strikes in an indicative 
ballot.  
lSend messages of support to 
uculondonmet@mail.com 

Rally against social 
cleansing plan  
HOUSING ACTIVISTS rallied 
outside Haringey Civic Centre 
on Tuesday in opposition to 
the north London council’s 
“community plan”. It will 
mean the demolition of huge 
swathes of social housing, 
Over 4,000 homes are at risk. 

Defend Council Housing 
activist Paul Burnham said, 
“This is one of the worst 
social cleansing plans in 
London.”

Drivers in Weymouth 
go long haul over pay
by TIM  NICHOLLS 

BUS DRIVERS in Weymouth 
struck on Monday in the 
ninth week of their dispute 
against poverty pay.

They plan to strike every 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday for the 
next twelve weeks. It follows a 
two-week strike up to Sunday.

The 110 drivers get £8.80 
an hour—70p less than First 
employees in Yeovil and nearly 
£2 less than drivers at rival 
firms in Bournemouth. They 
are in the Unite union.

The unexpected arrival of 
a cruise ship at the weekend 
threw local services into chaos 
as all the scab labour was 
thrown into servicing the liner.

Unite is calling for talks 
at conciliation service Acas. 
Regional officer Bob Lanning 
said, “The drivers won’t even 
consider suspending the 
strikes until we have a copper-

bottomed agreement for a date 
for the Acas talks.”

Drivers are right not to trust 
bosses. They should strike until 
their pay demands are met.

Unite has called for 
supporters to rally at the picket 
line on Friday morning.
lSend messages of support 
via timtucouncil@talktalk.net 
Send cheques payable to Unite 
branch SW/8161 to Unite the 
union, 238 Holdenhurst Rd, 
Bournemouth BH8 8EG

nBUS DRIVERS and engineers 
at Brighton and Hove buses 
and its subsidiary Metrobus in 
Crawley suspended industrial 
action for talks last week.

The Unite members 
were fighting a “hardline 
management attitude”. But 
the firm has offered to take a 
“fresh look” at its management 
style, according to the union.

Workers had voted to strike 
by 71 percent earlier this 
month.

TIME FOR Inclusive Education campaign supporters on Glasgow Pride Picture: Guy Smallman

Strike vote at Post Offices 
sends warning to bosses
POST OFFICE workers in 
the CWU union have voted 
by 83 percent for strikes 
over plans to slash jobs, 
services and pensions.

They could strike by the 
middle of next month. 

Dave Ward, CWU general 
secretary, said, “Staff in 
the Post Office face 2,000 
job losses this year, the 
closure of their pension 
scheme and a strategy of 
slash and burn from the 
board of the company.”

Franchised
Some 60 of the largest 
Post Office branches are 
being “franchised”.

This involves closing the 
branch, paying existing 
staff to leave and high 
street retailers providing 

an alternative service in 
their own premises. 

The Post Office remains 
in public ownership, but 
funding has fallen from 
£210 million in 2013 to 
£80 million this year.

nWorkers in Royal Mail 
could be moving towards 
a strike ballot over 
attacks on pensions.

Terry Pullinger is the CWU 
deputy general secretary 
for postal services.

He said “The CWU in 
Royal Mail will use every 
means at our disposal, 
including strikes, to defend 
our members’ future 
pensions and prevent 
massive cuts to their 
incomes in retirement.”
Charlie Kimber 

LGBT+

POSTAL WORKERS 

OBITUARY
Norman Smith
1949-2016
NORMAN SMITH was a 
tireless trade unionist activist 
from the 1970s until his 
victimisation after a five-
month long Liverpool social 
workers’ strike in 2004-05. 

If you were in trouble with 
management, there was no 
one you’d want fighting your 
case more than Norman. 

His quiet manner hid a 
dogged determination to 
oppose bullying and injustice. 

Norman’s dedication 
to his trade union work 

was matched only by his 
dedication to the children and 
families he worked with.  

The support the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) gave 
to the social workers’ strike 

led him to join. He attended 
several Marxism Festivals and 
avidly read the publications.

Norman was a wonderful 
mixture of enthusiasms. 
He loved ancient history, 
playing football and watching 
Liverpool FC.  

Norman was a passionate 
socialist who fought for a 
world free of hunger and 
want. But he also enjoyed 
holidays, good wine and food 
and especially real ale. 

He will be missed by his 
family and close friends— 
and by so many more on 
Merseyside and beyond.
Alex May for Merseyside SWP

Big political 
Pride march 
in Glasgow
THOUSANDS OF people 
marched through Glasgow 
last Saturday on the city’s 
Pride march.

Supporters of the Time 
for Inclusive Education (Tie) 
campaign kick-started the 
march.

Mhairi Black, the Scottish 
National Party MP said, 
“While we have made great 
strides for equality, the Tie 
campaign reminds us that 
there is still much to do.”

There was also a lively 
trade union bloc.
ltiecampaign.co.uk

BUS WORKERS 

FIGHTING THE CUTS

Library campaigners take 
fight to Lewisham council
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

AROUND 80 campaigners 
protested in Lewisham, south 
east London, last Saturday 
against the Labour council’s 
cuts to the library service.

Library worker Caroline 
told the rally that 
experienced workers had 
been made redundant or had 
their hours drastically cut in 
the past few weeks. 

She said, “We’re going 
to be left with just three 
libraries for the whole 
borough.”

Austerity has seen  
343 libraries closed across 
Britain, a quarter of staff cut, 
book stocks and opening 
hours slashed. 

Now campaigners have 
teamed up with unions 

to organise a national 
demonstration for libraries, 
museums and galleries on 
Saturday 5 November.

It is supported by the PCS 
and Unite unions and Barnet 
Unison branch in north 
London.

Every library campaign 
and trade union branch 
should back the demo.

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has pledged his full 
support.

Tom is a library 
campaigner in Lambeth, 
south London. He urged 
people to mobilise for the 
national demo. 

“If we don’t join together 
to raise our voice at a 
national level then our 
rulers won’t know we’ve had 
enough of their cuts,” he 
said.

Drivers on the picket line earlier this month 

Norman Smith 
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SOME 70 Scottish National 
Party (SNP) members 
attended the launch of the 
party’s new Socialist Group 
last weekend. 

All four SNP deputy 
leadership candidates spoke 
to the meeting. Tommy 
Sheppard, one of the left 
wing candidates, said “I’m 
proud to call myself a 
socialist, I have been for a 
very long time”.

Chris McEleny, lnverclyde 
council SNP group leader 
said, “The next Independence 
referendum will be won with 
socialist ideas.”

The launch of the group is 
a significant development. 

Several speakers at the 
meeting said that many of 
the 100,000 plus members 
who joined the party since 
the referendum were open 
to left wing ideas. Speakers 
for the group vowed to 
advocate progressive politics 
within the party and also to 
work with the left outside to 
oppose racism and austerity.
Jim Main
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DELIVEROO

Strikes deliver victory and 
show speedy action works
by ALISTAIR FARROW

WORKERS AT the takeaway deliv-
ery company Deliveroo celebrated 
a victory last week as they forced 
management to back down over its 
plans to introduce new rates of pay.

The changes would have seen 
drivers, who are nominally self-
employed, earn £3.75 a delivery. 
The previous rate was £7 an hour 
plus £1 a delivery.

The six-day strike brought up 
demands that went beyond defending 
the original pay rate, such as a real 
living wage and union recognition. 

It has also exposed the weakness 
of the Deliveroo bosses’ position—
bosses have opened a hornet’s nest 
which is proving difficult to close. 

William Shu, Deliveroo CEO, 
completely missed the point in an 
interview last weekend. “We didn’t 
communicate in the most effective 
manner at all,” he said.

But workers understood exactly 
what the new proposals meant. Even 
under the old system some would earn 
as little as £40 for a 12-hour shift.

The company pays nothing 
towards workers’ pensions, does not 
pay for sick leave, and contributes 
nothing to the cost of repairing bikes 
and scooters.

Shu dismissed demands that the 
firm should treat workers as workers 
and not as contractors. 

Arguing for a more “flexible” atti-
tude to employment law, he said, “In 
the economy as a whole you’re going 
to see more of this kind of work. 

There are laws drawn up years ago 
that may be less relevant for today’s 
economy.”

The dispute has shown that work-
ers’ self-activity is the best defence 
against bad pay and poor conditions. 

Deliveroo workers didn’t wait for a 

ballot before taking action—and were 
stronger for not delaying. 

This win has also shown that “pre-
carious” workers can fight back, 
organise and unionise.  

In a brief moment of clarity, Shu 
admitted, “Without the riders, we’d 

have no business.”
One striker said, “This strike has 

exposed Deliveroo and their methods 
for what they really are. A week ago 
Deliveroo were forcing us to sign a 
new contract under the immediate 
threat of losing our jobs.”

FURTHER EDUCATION NHS

Action ballot  can teach 
Scottish colleges a lesson
THE UNISON union 
announced last week that 
its members across 20 
Scottish further education 
(FE) colleges had “voted 
overwhelmingly to strike” 
over pay.

It said the result “will 
cause disruption to 20 
colleges when they resume 
courses at the end of the 
month” if talks failed to 
agree on a settlement. The 
talks were set for Thursday.

The dispute is the result 
of college bosses awarding 
lecturers a £450 flat rate 
rise, while only offering 
support staff £230.

College support staff 
include admin, catering, 
cleaning and security staff 
and classroom assistants, 
technicians and other 
workers. They are calling for 

parity with lecturers. 
Bosses sought to divide 

workers by offering £400 to 
those earning under £22,000 
a year and £230 to those 
earning more. But Unison 
members rejected that and 
called for industrial action.

The lecturers in the  
EIS-Fela union won a 
stunning victory earlier this 
year in a battle for equal pay.

They won by using an 
effective programme of 
strikes. It was backed up with 
a political campaign that saw 
hundreds of strikers protest 
at the Scottish parliament 
just before the parliamentary 
elections.

Bosses caved in after just 
one day of strikes and agreed 
a three-year deal that saw the 
lowest paid lecturers get a  
33 percent pay rise.

DECISIVE ACTION won for Deliveroo workers Picture: Guy Smallman

SNP SOCIALISTS

FIGHTING RACISM

Death was 
‘legalised 
murder’

>>continued from page 20

Olaseni in 2010. He 
died after up to 11 cops 
restrained him. He was 
seeking help as a voluntary 
patient at a Croydon mental 
hospital in south London. 

Black men with mental 
health problems are by far 
the group most likely to die 
after contact with police.

If a member of the 
public kills someone 
they go on trial. 

If a police officer kills 
someone they don’t, at 
least until there has been 
an inquest and a series 
of other investigations.

Rupert Sylvester slammed 
this double standard. 

His son Roger Sylvester 
died after being violently 
restrained by police in 
1999—17 years ago. 

An inquest jury gave 
a verdict of unlawful 
killing in 2003. Police 
officers got this overturned 
the following year.

Rupert said, “A fish rots 
from the head, and that’s 
where this comes from—
from the institutions. 

“We have to rally and 
demonstrate for the 
truth to come out.”

Protests against ISS outsourcers are 
good, but strikes would be even better
HEALTH WORKERS fighting 
attacks on their hours and 
jobs were set to protest 
outside Homerton University 
Hospital in Hackney, east 
London, on Thursday. 

The Unison union 
members work for 
outsourcing giant ISS mainly 
as cleaners, domestics 
and security staff. 

A Unison member told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s not just 
workers who will be affected. 
Patients could be at risk. 

“I question whether we 
have the equipment we 
need, such as the right sort 
of mops and detergents.”

He added, “We don’t have 
enough training either, they 
give cleaners a book to read 
and say they’re trained.”

ISS won the hospital’s 
new “facility management” 

contract, which is worth 
more than £45 million over 
five years, last October.

Since then it has threatened 
workers with jobs cuts or 
“redeployment” if they 

don’t accept fewer hours. 
This would see some lose 

up to a quarter of their pay. 
Unison should 

immediately ballot its 
members for strikes. 
lProtest, Thursday 25 August, 
12.30pm, Homerton Hospital 

nOUTSOURCED health 
workers in Cardiff have 
beaten back bosses’ attacks 
after balloting for strikes. 

The Unison members 
work for outsourcer Engie 
as cleaners, porters, 
caterers and reception and 
housekeeping staff. Engie 
had threatened to slash 
hours, merge jobs and make 
some workers redundant. 

But a 100 percent 
vote for strikes forced 
bosses to back down and 
recognise the union. 

Part of  a previous protest
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Anti-racist activists are 
right to be at Notting Hill
THE DAILY Mail 
newspaper gleefully 
took up the annual drive 
to criminalise people 
attending north west 
London’s Notting Hill 
Carnival this year. 

“Anarchists are set 
to stage protests at 
next weekend’s Notting 
Hill Carnival,” it said. 
It was an attempt to 
trivialise the Black Lives 
Matter movement.

In the north London 
boroughs of Barnet and 
Harrow alone there have 
been at least 15 police 
raids in the run-up to 
the carnival. They want 
to stop people joining in 

with the anti-racist spirit 
of a carnival organised 
by black Marxist Claudia 
Jones in 1959. It was a 
festival of resistance in 
the wake of the Notting 
Hill riot of 1958. 

Black Lives Matter 
activists will rightly be 
at Carnival this year. 

ACTIVISTS BLOCK streets in central London last month  Picture: Guy Smallman

Number of deaths is steadily rising 
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

THE NEED for the Black 
Lives Matter movement 
has been tragically proved 
during the last two weeks. 

The number of people 
dying after coming into 
contact with the police is 
steadily rising—and the 
toothless IPCC watchdog 
is powerless to stop it. 

An IPCC report this 
month showed that 
the number who had 
died in 2015-16 had 
risen by 63 percent in 
the last five years.

The last year recorded 
a 37 percent spike. 

A wholly 
disproportionate number 

of these deaths are of black 
people. On Tuesday of last 
week Abdi Salam Nassir 
fell to his death after police 
were called to his home in 
the Easton area of Bristol. 

An officer “concerned 
with his welfare” 
walked him up to his 
eighth-floor flat. 

Shortly afterwards 
Abdi fell from a 
window to his death.

Died
Last week the inquest 
into the death of a man 
who fell from a London 
hotel returned a verdict 
that he intentionally 
killed himself.  

The man was being 
prosecuted for assaulting 

a police officer during 
a “psychotic episode”. 
A letter arrived at his 
home days after his 
death informing him 
that the case against 
him had been dropped.

Both incidents highlight 
the role of the police. 

The IPCC has proven 
itself to be incapable 
of delivering justice for 
the families of those 
killed after coming into 
contact with the police. 

The police’s function 
is to maintain class rule 
and stifle working class 
resistance, not deal with 
complex personal issues. 

And no changes to 
the IPCC’s structure will 
change the role it plays. 

SOLIDARITY 
lJustice4Kingsley 
campaign rally 
Friday 26 August,  
12 noon—3pm 
Meet outside Birmingham 
cathedral, Colmore Row 
aka Pigeon park. B3 2QB

lUnited Families and 
Friends Campaign annual 
march on Downing Street 
Saturday 29 October 
Assemble 12 noon, 
Trafalgar Square

Police killing was 
‘legalised murder’
Dalian Atkinson’s family faces a long fight for 
justice after his killing, writes Dave Sewell
THE POLICE who killed 
former Aston Villa foot-
baller Dalian Atkinson face 
a criminal investigation, 
the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) watchdog announced 
last Friday. 

Dalian was repeatedly 
shot on Monday of last 
week with a Taser—a “non-
lethal” weapon known to be 
deadly (see pages 10 &11). 
His nephew Fabian Atkinson 
called it “legalised murder”.

“What it boils down to 
is one man killing another 
man,” he said. “Everybody 
sugarcoats i t  but they 
shouldn’t. The police killed 
him. The story is murder.”

Two officers have been 
informed that they face crim-
inal investigations and have 
been served gross misconduct 
notices. 

In a statement Dalian’s 
family said, “We are deter-
mined to get justice for him, 
which means getting to the 
truth.”

They face a long fight. The 

IPCC was set up in 2000 to 
address the perception of an 
unaccountable police force, 
not to get justice for victims 
of police killings. 

The system is stacked 
against families seeking the 
truth, as many told a memo-
rial event for Sean Rigg in 
Brixton, south London, last 
Sunday.

Sean died in the cage 
of Brixton police station in 
2008. A shambolic initial 
IPCC investigation let the 

cops off the hook. Marcia 
Rigg, Sean’s sister, said “they 
made blunder after blunder”.

His family and others 
campaigned to get the IPCC 
decision overturned and win 
an apology and change in 
procedures from the tame 
watchdog.

Their fight continues. Two 
officers are expected to stand 
trial this year. 

This month the Rigg family 
will find out if they can launch 
criminal procedures against 
another officer. They were 
able to overturn the officer’s 
attempt to resign without 
serving his full notice.

The Riggs were also 
instrumental in getting 
prime minister Theresa May 
to launch an independent 
review into deaths in custody 
when she was home secre-
tary. It is due to report back 
in the coming months.

Justice 
But eight years after Sean’s 
death there is still no justice 
in sight.

Around 300 people, most 
of them black, joined an 
event held to mark the eighth 
anniversary. Many of them 
were involved in their own 
fights for justice.

Kadisha Brown-Burrell’s 
brother Kingsley died in cus-
tody in Birmingham in 2011. 

She told the meeting that 
when Kingsley was first taken 
into custody, “I said, if any-
thing happens to my brother 
they’ve got me to answer to. 

“And here I am five years 
later.”

Supporters were set to pro-
test in Birmingham on Friday, 
and put pressure on the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS). 

The CPS is still deciding 
whether or not to pursue 
police over Kingsley’s death 
or drop the case due to insuf-
ficient evidence.

Ajibole Lewis is preparing 
for an inquest next January 
into the death of her son 
>>continued on page 19

Claudia Jones 
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