
 NEW TORY CUTS PLAN

 DON’T LET
 HUNT AXE
THE NHS

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

THE TORIES are ramping up their drive to 
cut, privatise, break up and sell off the NHS. 

If NHS bosses push through their latest “sus-
tainability and transformation plans”, hospital 
departments will be axed  everywhere. 

They are a direct result of Tory health sec-
retary Jeremy Hunt demanding £22 billion in 
cuts by 2020-21. 

But health campaigners are fighting back. 

Campaigners plan to march in Hud-
dersfield this Sunday to defend the local 
 hospital’s A&E department. 

The next day ambulance workers in 
Sussex are set to strike over pay.

Junior doctors were also expected to 
announce a programme of industrial action 
on Wednesday.

A serious fightback—with strikes at its 
heart—can stop the Tory plans.

>>Pages 4&5

TURNING THE TIDE ON
THE BURKINI BAN  

Racist and sexist clampdown on Muslim women 
at France’s beaches can be beaten  >>Page 3

Vilified by the right and soft left as extreme 
but liked by millions  >>Pages 10 &11

CAN CORBYN’S
PLANS WORK?  
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AXEMAN—TORY health secretary Jeremy Hunt

IDEAS

Is Karl Marx a 
revolutionary for 
our time?
IN HIS austere new book 
Karl Marx—Greatness and 
illusion, Gareth Stedman 
Jones wants to rescue Marx 
from the Stalinist myth-
making of the 20th century.

But he has little time 
for Marx’s calls for world 
revolution. For him any vision 
of a post-capitalist society is 
illusionary.
>>Page 14&15

BUS WORKERS 

More strikes  
can drive home  
the advantage 
ONE OF London’s top 
transport tycoons broke 
down in fury as over 1,000 
bus workers struck last 
Friday over the imposition 
of roster changes. 

Neil Smith laid down the 
gauntlet to pickets with a 
tirade of abuse. 

The Unite union must call 
more action.  
>>Page 6

REFUGEES 

Calais camp 
swells but Tories 
keep border shut 
BRITISH STATE agencies 
are currently leading 
what they say is Europe’s 
biggest operation against 
people smuggling. 

But these clampdowns 
mean more people, not fewer, 
are risking their lives crossing 
the Mediterranean.
>>Page 7
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lMAINE GOVERNOR Pau l 
Le Page gave a rare honest 

description of US cops’ view of black 
and minority people in footage that 
emerged last week. “You shoot at 
the enemy,” he said. “You try to 
identify the enemy and the enemy 
right now, the overwhelming major-
ity of people coming in, are people of 
colour or people of Hispanic origin.” 

It’s cock-up after Balls-up for 
blundering blokes of Labour
POOR OLD Owen Smith can’t stop 
putting his foot in his mouth.

The Labour leadership contender 
who recently discovered he was a 
 socialist spoke in Hull last week.

The only coverage concerned whether 
he’d made a joke about having a 29 inch 
penis. That would put him on roughly 
the same level of debate as US right 
winger Donald Trump.

Smith’s team insist that far from brag‑
ging about his intimidating masculinity, 
he was making a “ self‑depracating” 
joke about his height.

Troublemaker finds that a bit of 
a tall tale. Or a long shot 
at least.

Then again 
Smith seems 
exactly the 
type who’d 
have the 
wit neither 

to avoid an offensive joke nor to think 
of it in the first place.

Perhaps he did just trip up. Hardly 
surprising really.

Just like when he said he’d “smash” 
Theresa May “back on her heels”.

And when he said that having a wife 
and kids made him “normal” unlike 
 lesbian rival Angela Eagle.

And when he said Plaid 
Cymru party leader Leanne 
Woods was only getting on 

TV because she was a 
woman.

And when he made 
a crass comparison to 
 domestic violence to 

describe the Tory‑Lib Dem  coalition. 
If you’re feeling generous, you could 

say Smith just can’t stop muddling his 
message whenever he’s on camera. Or 
on stage. Or in print.

Exactly the lack of “media savvy” 
his lot claim to obsess about in Jeremy 
Corbyn.

Still, it gives him something in 
common with former shadow chan‑
cellor Ed Balls. He’s preparing for his 
chance to swagger around the set of 
Strictly Come Dancing by serialising his 
 memoirs in the Times newspaper.

Within the first few paragraphs 
he’s committed various driving 

offences, fluffed a TV interview 
and become a running joke on 
Twitter.

But the main point is to say Ed 
Miliband lost the general elec‑
tion through an “astonishingly 
dysfunctional” lack of asking Ed 

Balls for advice.
Which is surprising really since 

Ed Balls was the one to lose his 
seat.

lJUST WHO is the Green Party’s new 
leader? Its MP Caroline Lucas was an 

obvious frontrunner—on a joint ticket with 
Christian pundit Jonathan Bartley.

That’s a major leg-up for Bartley—who 
vocally opposes abortion out of “respect 
for unborn life”—but not for women’s lives.

He also led the dismal Yes campaign in 
the 2011 Alternative Voting referendum. 
So happily he has form in failing.

A surprise guest at 
the Orange Oscars
THE LEADER of the 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP) group on North 
Lanarkshire council 
attended the annual 
Orange Oscars awards.

The Orange Order 
is a cult of unionist 
anti-Catholic bigots. 

You could say its 
British nationalism 
isn’t exactly friendly 
to the SNP. It 
hurls vicious 
insults at 
SNP leader 
Nicola 
Sturgeon 
and bitterly 
fought Scottish 
independence.

The main 
Oscar went 
to a march 

that “deeply concerned” 
Glasgow  SNP councillors 
and saw 20,000 people 
sign a petition against it.

But councillor David 
Stocks insisted he was 
invited to events “from all 
parts of the community”. 

“I don’t see any of these 
attendances as a chore,” 
he added. “I enjoy them”.

Lanarkshire SNP 
members faced 

“heartful 
leadership” 
training this 
week on “how 
to address one 
another”.

It aims to heal a 
rift between young 
activists and an old 

guard “Monklands 
McMafia”.

Shock as old tasers  
could drop charges
ARE YOU feeling lucky? 
If cops fire a potentially 
lethal Taser at you it 
might not fire.

The weapons maker 
claims the killer devices 
are often “well beyond 
their shelf life” and 
“could potentially 
malfunction or not work”

Some might think the 
electric arms dealers 
were just talking up 
the risks to make 
some extra sales.

Troublemaker 
is stunned at 
such cynicism.

Still, it 
would make 
a change 
from 
talking 

them down to shrug off 
responsibility for deaths. 

In any case it worked. 
The Home Office says it 
will upgrade all its Tasers 
by October. 

lCOPS IN Manchester 
failed to record 

38,000 crimes last year. 
These include 16,800 
violent crimes and all 
reports of rape.

Greater Manchester 
Police deputy chief 
constable Ian Pilling 
said the figures were 
“really encouraging.” 

Troublemaker 
wonders what 

he would find 
discouraging.  

Bartley lurks behind Lucas

Intrepid crimefighter Ian Pilling

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Nobody was 
asked’
Northampton Labour 
councillor Danielle Stone 
explains why the local party’s 
nomination for Jeremy Corbyn 
wasn’t submitted

‘We could stick 
with Jeremy’
One thing Owen Smith said at 
the Glasgow hustings that did 
get a good cheer

‘Negotiations 
with the US have 
de facto failed, 
even though 
nobody is really 
admitting it’
German vice-chancellor 
Sigmar Gabriel is giving up on 
the TTIP trade deal

‘Labour’s shadow 
chancellor 
should be taking 
Sainsbury out to 
lunch to pick his 
brains’
Blairite Alan Johnson doesn’t 
get why John McDonnell is 
frustrated with Labour’s Lord 
Sainsbury for donating to the 
Lib Dems in June’s referendum

‘Lie down in front 
of the bulldozers’
What Boris Johnson pledged 
he would do to stop Heathrow 
airport expansion last year

‘Unlikely to 
resign’
How he will actually react 
if Theresa May approves 
Heathrow expansion in 
October, the Telegraph reports

Ed is talking baloney. Possibly balderdash
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STREETING’S 
BLEATINGS
Wes Streeting is nominally 
a Labour MP. This is 
an occasional series 
documenting his wisdom

lBrother Wes attacked 
“Labour’s self-indulgence 
tendency”. Troublemaker 
couldn’t agree more

lThen he sent an eight 
page newspaper about 
himself to all constituents

Prize bigot

Owen reaches a
new low

Creepiness? 
This MP has 
got it covered
SOMEONE ASKED their 
Tory MP what he thought 
about burkini bans. It’s a 
mistake that must never 
be repeated.

Sir Desmond Swayne 
replied. As a “hot-blooded 
male” he can “appreciate 
beauty, which can 
sometimes be enhanced 
by a bikini.” But, he went 
on, bringing nuance to 
his leering, “there can be 
something quite attractive, 
alluring, even sensual, 
about concealment. 

“It leaves more to the 
imagination."

Troublemaker isn't 
generally for banning 
things from the beach. 
But could an exception 
be made for Swayne so 
he doesn’t put people off 
their ice cream?

FAULTY FIRM
Pfizer 
Drug Pusher
lMylan Inc has been 
criticised for hiking the 
US price for anti-allergy 
device EpiPens. 
But Pfizer is the maker 
and gets a slice of the pie 
too
lPfizer just swallowed up 
antibiotics firm Medivation 
for £11 billion. This is 
likely to mean a rise in the 
already inflated US price 
of cancer drug Xtandi
lOwen Smith cut his teeth 
as a Pfizer lobbyist



Activists push to turn the 
tide against ‘burkini’ ban
by DAVE SEWELL

A RACIST, sexist clampdown on 
beaches is polarising France. 

Around 30 resorts had banned 
bathers from “ostentatiously” cover-
ing their bodies by last weekend. As 
well as the “burkini” this has been 
applied to Muslim women wearing 
headscarves or shawls.

This follows years of restrictions 
on Muslim women’s right to wear 
what they want. 

For some the burkini ban is an 
opportunity to increase this repres-
sion and the racism it’s rooted in. 

Former president Nicolas Sarkozy, 
seeking the Tory nomination in next 
year’s presidential election, said, 
“Wearing a burkini is a political, mil-
itant act. Not doing anything would 
make France appear weak.”

Shamefully, both Labour-type 
Socialist Party (PS) prime minis-
ter Manuel Valls and radical left 
presidential candidate Jean-Luc 
Melenchon used similar language.

Horrified
But even many of those who supported  
previous measures were horrified.  
Prominent ministers rapidly dis-
tanced themselves from Valls’ 
remarks and the burkini bans.

T h e  C o l l e c t i v e  A g a i n s t 
Islamophobia in France (CCIF) is 
campaigning to overturn the bans. 
It has reported receiving lots of mes-
sages of support for the women—
including from people who oppose 
the wearing of headscarves.

One example was Marie-Aude. 
Despite “not agreeing with” the wear-
ing of headscarves she was “shocked” 
at “the harassment these women are 
getting from the media and police”.

The youth organisation of the PS—
which defied the government over its 
attack on workers’ rights this year—
pledged to fight the bans.

Several demonstrations have 

already taken place and more are 
planned. Hundreds protested in 
Marseille last Sunday night.

And 300 activists attending the 
New Anticapitalist Party (NPA) 
annual summer school 
defied the ban in Port-
Leucate on Wednesday 
of last week.

They went in the 
sea fully clothed with 
banners saying “no to 
Islamophobia” and “no 
to the burkini ban”, 
then marched on the 
mayor’s office chanting, 
“It’s for women to decide.”

N P A  a c t i v i s t 
Sellouma told 
S o c i a l i s t 
W o r k e r , 

“We were up in arms about the way 
Muslim women are being treated. 
This indignation pushed us to action.”

France’s top constitutional court 
ruled on Friday of last week that 

such bans were “clearly and 
seriously illegal”. The ruling, 
upholding a complaint from 
CCIF and the League of 
Human Rights, was a victory. 
But it’s only a start.

Formally it only directly 
applies to one town. Four 
mayors rushed to say they 
would exploit this techni-
cality. They may drag it out 

until parliament debates a 
nationwide burkini ban in 

September.
Both main 

parties are 

divided. Tory frontrunner Alain 
Juppe opposes it, Sarkozy is strongly 
for it. Leading PS figures oppose it, 
but Valls ominously said the court 
ruling “doesn’t end the debate”.

The dangers are clear. Florian 
Philippot, a vice president of the fas-
cist Front National, seized on the 
debate to call for the Jewish kippa to 
be outlawed in public too.

But there is also an opportunity 
to build on the backlash and start to 
turn the tide.

Sellouma said, “The pressure to act 
came from Muslim activists who were 
the first to move. 

“It will take united work to beat 
these discriminatory laws. In the 
days ahead we need to think about 
how to go on the offensive against 
Islamophobia.”

DEFYING THE burkini ban in Port-Leucate on Wednesday of last week Picture: Phototheque rouge

Fascist Front National vice president Florian Philippot

STAND UP
TO RACISM 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER

Speakers include Jeremy CorbynlDiane Abbott MP 
lKate Osamor MPlClaude Moraes MEPlOwen Jones, 
journalistl Maurice Wren, Refugee Council  
lTalha Ahmad, Muslim Council of BritainlMark 
Serwotka, PCS lKevin Courtney, NUTlWeyman Bennett 
For details and to register  standuptoracism.org.uk 

Racist attack based on lies
FOOTAGE OF armed police forcing 
a woman in Nice to strip caused 
outrage online. So powerful local 
Tory Christian Estrosi vowed to sue 
anyone who distributed pictures.

He called them “a manipulation”. 
Senior journalist Olivier Siou even 
accused the woman of laying a 
“trap” and “provoking” police.

Swim
The woman who filmed the 
incident said, “It’s terrible that it’s 
come to this. Do you really think 
women come to swim with their 
children wearing bombs under their 
clothes?”

The Socialist Party mayor of Sisco 
on the island of Corsica is one of 
those vowing to uphold the ban. 

Incidents there earlier this month 
have been used to justify the bans 
for the sake of public safety.

Around 500 people gathered in 
Corsica’s capital Bastia to march 
on an immigrant area. They 
turned over cars and shouted “to 
arms—this place is ours!” A similar 
mobilisation had trashed a mosque 
nearby on Christmas Day. 

The mob was reacting to a brawl 
in Sisco, supposedly after Muslim 
men had attacked people for taking 
photos of a woman in a burkini.

But as the press circulated this 
story witnesses rapidly debunked 
it. There never even was a burkini. 
The mayor banned them anyway, 
legitimising the lies told to justify 
racist violence.

Protest hits 
London 
embassy
HUNDREDS gathered outside 
the French embassy in 
London last Friday chanting, 
“Say it loud, say it clear, 
Muslims must not live in 
fear,” and, “Our bodies our 
lives, our right to decide.”

They joined a protest 
called by Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) and 
Muslim Engagement and 
Development. Many were 
young Muslim women. 
Student Enaab told Socialist 
Worker, “The hypocrisy really 
gets me. People say I must’ve 
been forced to wear my 
headscarf. But it’s this law 
that forces women to dress a 
certain way.”

Smaller protests took 
place in Manchester and 
Birmingham—and in 
Edinburgh last Saturday. 
Around 50 women also held a 
“beach party” protest outside 
the embassy last Wednesday.

Dress
In Birmingham, Amina told 
Socialist Worker, “Once they’re 
telling us how to dress, what 
next—how to eat? You already 
hear complaints against halal 
food—will they ban that? 
The horrifying thing is this 
is just over the Channel. If it 
becomes the norm over there, 
could it end up happening 
here? It’s really scary.”

State Islamophobia isn’t 
just a French issue—and nor 
is resistance. 

On the London protest, 
student Haadiya said, “We 
face Islamophobia from all 
around us. A lot of people are 
afraid to speak out for fear of 
being seen as ‘extreme’. So 
it’s really important we take 
a stand when they try to limit 
our freedom of speech.”

SUTR joint secretary 
Weyman Bennett underlined 
the importance of the coming 
SUTR conference on Saturday 
8 October. “We can win this 
if we stand together,” he said. 
“We need everyone here to 
become a leader of SUTR in 
their workplace or school.”
Watch video of embassy protest 

youtu.be/
vbvXmv0lkH0

“It’s really important we take a
stand,” protester Haadiya said
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Protest to 
save A&E in 
Huddersfield
HUNDREDS PLAN to march through 
Huddersfield this Sunday as part of 
the campaign to save the accident 
and emergency (A&E) department at 
Huddersfield Royal Infirmary (HRI). 

Their march comes after NHS 
bosses released consultation 
findings about plans to centralise 
all acute care at Calderdale Royal 
Hospital in Halifax. 

Some 60 percent said they would 
be hit negatively by the plans. 

Martin Jones from the Hands 
off HRI campaign told Socialist 
Worker, “They actually said people 
were against it because they didn’t 
understand the plans.

“But the nearest A&E is in Halifax 
which is a difficult car journey away 
and we’re quite a rural area.”

NHS bosses will announce their 
final decision on 20 October. 

The campaign has already 
mobilised thousands of people. 

Over 5,000 people marched 
through Huddersfield in February 
and some 1,000 protested outside 
one of the consultation meetings in 
April. Martin said, “The campaign is 
organised into local groups and a lot 
of leafleting goes on.”

He added, “The only weakness 
is that health workers aren’t really 
involved yet, but we’ve got to work 
on that.”

Huddersfield shows there is a 
mood to fight for the NHS—and that 
it’s possible to turn that into mass 
resistance. 
Demonstrate Sunday 4 September, 
assemble 12 noon at HRI for march to 
Greenhead Park

Homerton workers fight 
against company’s cuts
HEALTH WORKERS at Homerton 
University Hospital in Hackney, 
east London, are fighting attacks 
on their jobs and hours. They 
work as porters, cleaners and 
domestic and security staff for 
outsourcing giant ISS. 

ISS took over the “facility 
management contract”, which is 
worth £45 million over five years, 
last October. 

They have since threatened job 
cuts or “redeployment” if workers 
don’t accept a reduction in hours. 

This would mean them losing 
between 20 and 25 percent of 
their pay. 

Protest
They held a 50-strong lunchtime 
protest outside the hospital 
last Thursday. Jeremy Corbyn, 
shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell and shadow health 
secretary Diane Abbott have sent 
messages of support. 

But many of the workers want 
to go further. As one Unison 
union member told Socialist 
Worker, “We’ve got to go on 
strike. We didn’t have the living 

wage or London weighting 
allowance before, so we fought 
for it and that’s how we got it.

“This company got the contract 
for another five years—we’ve got 
to fight now.”

Unison should immediately 
ballot its members for strikes. 

Protesting at Homerton hospital

NHS under 
attack, but 
there’s also 
a fightback
A new cuts plan that will affect every 
part of England threatens the core of 
the NHS, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans

THE TORIES are ramping up 
their assault on the NHS with 
plans to shut hospital depart-
ments across England. 

NHS England bosses’ latest attack 
is a direct result of Tory health sec-
retary Jeremy Hunt demanding that 
the NHS makes £22 billion in “effi-
ciency savings” by 2020/21.  

The majority of the sustainability 
and transformation plans (STPs), 
which cover 44 areas in England, 
have not been published.

But all 44 areas have been 
ordered to identify “unsustainable 
departments”. 

Details of the plans for seven 
areas, including north west London, 
were leaked last Friday.  

Suffered
Oliver New, secretary of the Ealing 
Save Our NHS campaign, told 
Socialist Worker, “We’ve already 
suffered a programme of cuts 
because our area was a prototype 
for the STPs. 

“They shut down two accident 
and emergency (A&E) depart-
ments at Hammersmith and Central 
Middlesex hospitals two years ago. 

“Ealing Hospital’s A&E is their 
next target.”

The plans to “consolidate acute 
services” would mean slashing the 
number of hospitals in north west 

London from nine to five. 
The Tories and health bosses 

claim the STPs are about improv-
ing patient care by consolidating  
health services in “centres of 
excellence”. 

But Anne Drinkell, chair of 
the Charing Cross Save Our 
Hospitals campaign, hit out at their  
spin. “The STPs are just another 
way of imposing cuts that we’ve 
been resisting for four years,” she 
told Socialist Worker.

“They claim it will improve care, 
but their decisions are based on 
cost, not clinical reasons.”

Oliver added, “Yes of course 

BACK STORY
In a taste of what’s to come 
elsewhere, north west London 
hospitals are under attack again
lEaling A&E is next on the 
chopping block 
lA&E departments at 
Hammersmith and Central 
Middlesex closed two years ago
lClosures will mean people are 
at risk of deaths which could be 
avoided, especially in rural areas
lStrikes and local campaigns 
can force the Tories back and 
help fight to keep our NHS public

some operations in high speciality 
areas are best done in big centres, 
but we always need local hospitals 
that provide emergency care.” 

Some existing attacks give a 
sense of what the STP assault 
means. 

Emergency
Devon is one of three areas where 
the NHS England boss Simon 
Stevens’ “Success Regime” is being 
piloted. 

Its “A Case for Change” report 
means that accident and emer-
gency, children’s, maternity and 
stroke services could be removed. 

The Success Regime also claims to 
be about improving patient care, 
but the real aim is to “find” £440 
million in savings. 

Dave Clinch from the Save North 
Devon Hospital Services campaign 
warned, “The risk is that lives will 
be lost. 

“We’re one of the most acute 
hospitals—the nearest ones in 
Plymouth, Exeter and Taunton are 
more than an hour away.”

These plans are not being incor-
porated into the local STP plans. 

An operational report from North 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust said, 
“The Case for Change … will be 

incorporated into the sustainability 
and transformation plans.”

But health campaigners are 
resisting these attacks and junior 
doctors were also expected to 
announce a programme of indus-
trial action this Wednesday. 

The Tories are determined to 
break up and privatise the NHS 
but a serious fightback—including 
hard-hitting strikes—can repel their 
assault. 

On other pages...
Labour’s “rigged purge” of Corbyn 
supporters >>Page 20

A PROTEST in west London against A&E closure in 2012—health bosses told the same lies then as they are now Pictures: Guy smallman

Ambulance workers to strike
Outsourced ambulance 
workers in Sussex plan 
to strike next Monday. 

The 60 GMB union 
members, who provide 
non-emergency 
medical transport, 
work for subcontractor 
Coperforma.

It took over on  
1 April after 
the previous 
company went into 
administration. 

Coperforma’s chief 
executive Michael 

Clayton publicly stated 
his commitment 
to funding all 
outstanding pension 
and holiday liabilities 
and paying all 

outstanding wages. He 
said it a staff meeting 
and at the East Sussex 
County Council’s 
overview and scrutiny 
committee in June.

The firm reneged 
on these promises last 
week. 

The workers have 
still not been paid 
some £45,000 in 
overtime and unsocial 
hours payments.

They voted by  
78 percent for strikes. Junior doctors take on Jeremy Hunt

Michael Clayton

FIGURE IT OUT

£22bn
  cuts demanded by Tory health 

secretary Jeremy Hunt

£440mn
  that Devon NHS Trust is being 

forced to slash from its 
forecast deficit

44   areas lined up by the 
Tories as the places 
where cuts are needed 
to bring down the NHS 
budget

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

THE FIGHT FOR A BETTER 
SOCIETY IS NO FANTASY

 E 
VERY SOCIALIST dreams 
of winning a better 
and fairer world, one 
which isn’t run in the 
interests of the rich. But 

that doesn’t mean our dreams 
are simply “fantasy” as former 
Labour shadow chancellor Ed Balls 
suggested this week.

Balls attacked Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn’s left wing policies 
(see pages 10&11) as “utopian 
fantasy” that could never win an 
election, let alone work.

He also argued that Labour 
wasn’t ready and “didn’t deserve” 
to win the last general election. 
He said previous leader Ed 
Miliband appeared reluctant to 
promise more clampdowns on 
migrants and more cuts.

His comments were slightly out 
of step with current Labour MPs, 
who have adapted to Corbyn’s left 
wing politics to try and sap away 
his support. 

They have been compelled 
to back Owen Smith for the 
leadership after he claimed to be 
anti-austerity and can only talk 
vaguely about listening to people’s 
“concerns” about immigration.

Having lost his seat at the last 
election, Balls can comment from 
a distance on the battles inside 

Labour more openly.
But, among all the plotting and 

smearing, Ball’s argument is at the 
heart of Labour’s split.

It’s because it’s so central that 
the right are now trying to rig 
and fix the leadership election by 
blocking thousands of people from 
voting on trumped-up grounds.

The question is whether it’s 
possible for Labour to champion 
a radically different kind of society. 
Or whether it’s more “realistic” 
to try and manage the current 
system.

Ed Ball’s fantasy, shared by 
Corbyn’s enemies, is that only the 
latter is possible—and that the way 
to achieve it is to mimic the Tories.

Labour’s defeat at the last 

general election shows what a 
delusion this really is. Labour went 
into the election having essentially 
accepted all the core Tory policies 
on austerity and immigration. 

More than a decade of New 
Labour in government had lost 
Labour five million votes. And 
the financial crisis of 2008 should 
have put an end to the idea that 
capitalism can be managed in the 
interests of all.

Yet those at the top of Labour 
drew the opposite conclusions. 
They argued then, as Balls is arguing 
now, that Labour had actually lost 
because it was too left wing.

Corbyn rejects all that. He was 
the only candidate in last year’s 
leadership campaign to argue that 
Labour should be an alternative to 
the Tories, not a pale imitation.

That’s why he has remained 
so popular among Labour’s 
membership—despite MP’s 
attempts to unseat him.

Fighting for that different 
society means challenging the 
system, not going along with it as 
Balls wants.

That means building resistance 
in the workplaces and on the 
streets and political organisation 
that has the potential to turn our 
dreams into reality.

GOOD RIDDANCE TO TTIP
SENIOR POLITICIANS who 

still claim that the TTIP 
trade deal is on track are 

becoming hard to find.
TTIP was supposed to bring 

together the European Union 
(EU) and the US in the world’s 
biggest trading zone—bulldozing 
environmental and workplace 
regulation.

In theory that’s something 
the elite on both sides are very 
keen on. Yet after 14 rounds of 
negotiations they can’t seem to 
agree on the terms of the deal.

French minister Matthias Fekl 
moaned, “The Americans give 
nothing or only crumbs.”

And with a US presidential 
election looming, both main 
candidates have come out against 
the proposed TPP treaty.

If TTIP and TPP fall apart it will 
be a victory for campaigning by 
activists, trade unions and NGOs.

The promises of globalisation 
bringing better living standards 
were shown up years ago.  The 
economic crisis and disastrous 
wars have sapped trust in 

politicians and big business.
The shock of Brexit may have 

dealt the killer blow to TTIP. It 
certainly robbed the US of its 
most important ally inside the EU.

Most of all it’s a reminder that 
the ruling class doesn’t always get 
its way.

Capitalist society unites them 
against those they exploit, but 
also divides them in savage 
competition with each other.

That’s a weakness that should 
give us hope when we’re building 
fights against them.

Labour’s  
election defeat 
shows it’s the 
right who are 
deluded

‘‘ 

A one day conference hosted by 
International Socialism Journal

ldebates in Marxist ecology 
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ANALYSIS 
DAVE SEWELL 

Blame capitalism 
for Venezuela crisis
THE RIGHT argue that if we vote for a socialist such as 
Jeremy Corbyn then Britain will end up like Venezuela. 
But Venezuela’s problem isn’t too much socialism—it’s 
not enough.

The country, whose former president Hugo Chavez 
proclaimed “21st century socialism”, is deep in crisis. It has 
the world’s highest inflation rate—720 percent and rising. Its 
currency has plummeted to less than 1 percent of its official 
value, making it hard to import food.

Hunger is endemic. Buying food at subsidised shops 
where price controls operate involves queuing for four 
hours, only on certain days, and sometimes still getting 
nothing.

Medicines and sanitary products are scarce. Chronic 
power blackouts have seen factories close and public sector 
workers move to a two-day week. Growing numbers are 
emigrating, or depend on products sent by relatives abroad.

What’s caused this disaster?
The right say that market forces ran the economy 

smoothly until Chavez and his successor Nicolas Maduro 
interfered with them. In reality, this is a crisis of the 
capitalist system that they didn’t confront.

The biggest problem is the collapsing price of oil, 
Venezuela’s main export.When the oil price was high Chavez 
could fund anti-poverty programmes without confronting 
the rich. Maduro can no longer do this.

Meanwhile severe drought has rendered the hydroelectric 
dams that power Venezuela useless. Neither of these 
problems are former bus worker Maduro’s doing.

Of course, a decade of relying on oil revenue didn’t help. 
But Venezuela’s rulers were simply following the absurd 
capitalist logic about what a resource-rich country should do 
in a time of high prices.

Imperialist
The only thing the Venezuelan right and its US and 
European imperialist backers would have changed was 
letting the poor get a share.

Today’s crisis would be far worse in a Venezuela with no 
food subsidies or price controls.

According to some surveys, around half the population 
now supports neither Maduro nor the right wing opposition.

The right represents the forces that tried to topple Chavez 
in 2002 and led a violent street movement against Maduro 
in 2014. It showed its contempt for ordinary people and 
democracy.

But Maduro himself is resorting to increasingly desperate 
authoritarian measures. Troops have been deployed to keep 
order. Widely used motorcycles were briefly banned from 
the streets of the city of Cumana to address “looting”. One 
decree even allows workers to be drafted into 60 days forced 
agricultural work.

This is like trying to put a sticking plaster on a gaping 
wound—or to hold back the tide at gunpoint. 

Socialism would mean making human need, not profit, 
the basis for organising society. 

We saw the possibility for this after 2002-3, when poor 
Venezuelans mobilised in their millions to defeat a coup and 
a bosses’ strike.

Self-organisation flourished, representing not just hopes 
for change, but a force that could realise them.

The left government did all it could to co-opt or contain 
this self-organisation. 

It decided early on to adapt to capitalism—and some 
figures grew very rich.

Big industries stayed mostly in private hands. Key sectors 
were nationalised, only for officials to follow the market’s 
priorities at an international level.

Other firms were rightly taken over after workers 
campaigned to save their jobs. But without a deeper socialist 
transformation of the economy these could not succeed.

But now people are starting to chant in the food queues. 
In 1989 an oil slump, economic disaster and neoliberal 
attacks triggered the “Caracazo” riots that marked the 
beginning of the end for the old political elite.

If that happens again we’ll get a glimpse of what socialism 
is really about—workers fighting capitalist priorities to assert 
their own interests. 

The challenge will be to take that further than Chavez did.

Bus workers can drive home 
advantage with more strikes
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

ONE OF London’s top 
transport tycoons broke 
down in fury as over 1,000 
bus workers struck last 
Friday over the imposition 
of roster changes. 

Tower Transit boss Neil 
Smith laid down the gaunt-
let to strikers with a tirade 
of abuse at the picket line at 
Westbourne Park bus garage. 
He called drivers “bastards” 
and their Unite union rep 
“full of shit”. 

Tower Transit is one of 
the bus firms contracted by 
Labour mayor Sadiq Khan’s 
Transport for London (TfL).

The 24 hour strike hit 
the Atlas Road depot and 
Westbourne Park garage 
in north west London and 
the Lea Interchange depot 
in east London. It involved 
over 1,000 drivers, engineers 
and controllers in Unite, and 
affected 28 bus routes. 

Strength 
The workers were set to walk 
out again this Monday but 
Unite called off the strike so 
bosses could “reflect on the 
strength of feeling” among 
workers.

But bosses have shown 
that they have no intention 
of negotiating and the strike 
had them on the run. 

As Smith told the pickets, 
“Go on strike for a month and 
I will make no concessions. 
Do you know where I make 
my money? In Singapore, in 
Australia.”

He then claimed workers 
were only interested in “hurt-
ing the company”.

“You are hurting us every 
day,” one driver shouted back. 
“You sack the drivers, you 
cut our pay and you cut our 

schedules. You take money 
from every single driver and 
put it in your pocket.”

This is how bus firms in 
London increase their profits. 
TfL pays them a set income 
and takes the revenue. So to 
turn a profit, companies must 
reduce costs. 

Tower Transit’s turnover 
was over £100 million in 
2015, up 40 percent on the 
previous year. Yet Smith had 

the cheek to call a union rep 
a “thief”. 

He went on, “I have no 
respect for you. I have con-
tempt for you.”

Stand 
One driver told Socialist 
Worker, “You see what we’re 
up against. We’ve all got bills 
to pay, we’ve all got families 
but we’ve got to stand up to 
this.”

But the strike is strong and 
picket lines were big. 

“What he forgets is he 
actually works for TfL,” one 
driver said.

He’s right and it raises 
questions why the public 
transport body is handing 
cash to bullying managers. 

“Sadiq Khan said he would 
support the bus drivers if we 

voted for him but we are still 
waiting. 

“Why are we still work-
ing with different conditions 
and different pay?” asked one 
driver.

Unite must call more 
action to force bosses to back 
down. 

As one driver told Socialist 
Worker, “We should have 
continued to show them that 
we are totally strong on the 
issues. 

“We are hoping that the 
union is arranging other 
strike dates so the company 
does not get the impression 
that that was it.”

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

STRIKING BUS drivers (above) weren’t impressed by bus 
tycoon Neil Smith (left) calling them “bastards”

‘Show of strength’ on Weymouth mass picket
OVER 50 bus drivers 
and their supporters in 
Weymouth held a mass 
picket last Friday.

It was a “show of 
strength”, as one striker 
put it, in their long-
running dispute against 
First Group’s poverty pay.

The Unite union 
members are paid £8.80 
an hour—70p less than 
First employees in Yeovil 
and nearly £2 less than 
drivers at rival firms in 
Bournemouth. 

Delegations from Labour 
left group Momentum 
and the Unite community 
branch joined the picket. 

Weymouth motorists, many 
sounding their horns in 
solidarity, were treated to a 
rousing rendition of “There 
is power in the union”—led 
by musician Billy Bragg. 

The union and bosses 
were looking to go into 
talks at government 
conciliation service.

But First bosses last 
week demanded calling off 
stikes as a precondition for 
talks. Unite rightly refused 
to be held to ransom. 

Workers were set to 
strike again on Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday of this week.
Tim NichollsOn the mass picket in Weymouth
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Calais camp 
swells—but 
Tories keep 
border shut
Letting refugees apply for asylum 
while waiting at Britian’s borders in 
Calais won’t stop their suffering

THE BORDER Force boat Valiant 
was scrambled on Thursday 
morning of last week to inter-
cept a small dinghy crossing the 
Channel. 

They took six men into custody 
for questioning.

The next step would typically be 
to detain or deport them.

British state agencies are cur-
rently leading what they say is 
Europe’s biggest operation against 
people smuggling. 

But these clampdowns mean 
more people, not fewer, are risking 
their lives at sea.

Around 6,500 people were res-
cued near Libya on Monday alone. 
Boats can sink on the long crossing 
to Italy with hundreds of lives lost, 
and not be discovered for weeks.

Migrants in Italy were part of the 
relief effort following last week’s 
tragic earthquake. 

But French police frequently 
clash with them at the border to 
make sure they don’t travel any 
further.

Italy became the main route for 
refugees entering Europe only after 
the European Union blocked the 
shorter route into Greece. 

But some 2,800 people still 
entered Greece in August.

More than 57,000 refugees are 
now trapped there. 

The United Nations sounded the 
alarm last week about their living 
conditions and vulnerability to 
exploitation by organised crime.

The proportion of refugees who 
reach Britain is minuscule. 

Fled
Twice as many refugees fled to 
Uganda in just five weeks this 
summer than claimed asylum in 
Britain in a year, according to the 
Refugee Council.

The refusal to let people in has 
created a horrific situation at the 
border in Calais. 

Thousands live in abject depriva-
tion in a rapidly swelling “jungle” 
shantytown.

A man died there last week. 
Groups of Sudanese and Afghan 

migrants clashed, and police dis-
persed them with water cannons. 

Activists say armed cops marched 
into the intersection between 
Sudanese and Afghan areas of the 
jungle next day—and posted a 
close-up photo of the man’s body.

Blood
Campaign group Calais Migrant 
Solidarity accused cops of trying to 
whip up violence as an excuse for 
more repression, and warned that 
if this happens “the state will have 
blood on its hands”.

Xavier Bertrand, the Tory presi-
dent of the Calais region, called 
this week for Britain to let refugees 
apply for asylum while they are still 
in Calais.

This is a demand many refugees 
and organisations support, as fewer 
people would have to risk their lives 
and spend thousands to cross the 
Channel illegally.

But the authorities find any 
excuse to reject asylum claims—and 
Bertrand makes clear that Britain 
doing this would help him step up 
deportations.

The solution is much sim-
pler—open the border and let the 
migrants in.

On other pages...
Standing up to racism at Notting 
Hill Carnival >>Page 17

BACK STORY
Whole of the north drowned as 
Atlantic tidal wave hits Britain
lFirst back story point goes here 
for two or three lines and then it 
stops
lSecond back story point goes 
here for two or three lines and 
then it stops
lThird back story point goes 
here for two or three lines and 
then it stops
lFourth back story point goes 
here for two or three lines and 
then it stops

THE “JUNGLE” refugee camp in Calais  

Council privatisation brings chaos 
but SNP and Labour push on anyway
LABOUR-RUN GLASGOW City 
Council is set to privatise its  
IT services after its joint venture 
that currently runs the service with 
outsourcing giant Serco comes to 
an end. 

It is following in the footsteps 
of its Labour and Scottish National 
Party (SNP) counterparts at 
Edinburgh City Council into a deal 
with Canadian multinational CGI 
Group.

Glasgow’s Serco joint venture 
saw the firm incur massive fines 
for missing laptops, losing personal 
data and a network crash lasting 
weeks.

Now Labour chiefs are looking 
at handing over complete control 
for all IT services to schools, social 
workers, benefits provision and 
payroll to another private firm.

A decision is to be made in the 
coming weeks with an award of 
the contract in March 2017, just 
weeks before councillors are up for 
re-election. 

If Labour was trying to ensure it 
loses control of Scotland’s largest 
council it is certainly going about it 
in the right way.

But it is unlikely the SNP 
opposition in Glasgow would do 

any different. The SNP cut a joint 
decision with Labour in Edinburgh 
to hand a seven-year £190 million 
deal to CGI. 

The SNP Scottish government 
also contracts CGI, and with 
disastrous consequences.

The firm is behind the recent 
fiasco of European Union (EU) 
farming subsidies that saw nearly 
20,000 farmers without payments, 
some for several months. 

The SNP has paid out millions 
in overtime to clear the backlog 

and avoid up to £125 million in 
EU fines. In all cases the rationale 
for the outsourcing is “efficiency 
savings”—cuts—and the blame 
always lies somewhere else, not 
with those making the decision. 

The councils blame the Scottish 
government’s cuts to local 
government budgets and the SNP 
in turn blames Westminster and 
the Tories. 

Yet nobody ever does a thing 
to seriously challenge austerity. It 
underlines the pressing need for a 
political alternative.

Workers In Glasgow also now 
face huge uncertainty. 

At Scottish Borders council 
staff complain of worse terms and 
conditions since CGI took over.

Unions must take a lead in 
resisting privatisation and the push 
to provide services on the cheap.

Edinburgh schools built through 
privatisation deals were only 
recently re-opened after they were 
found to be unsafe for children to 
be in them. 

That scandal is just one 
reminder why we need to end 
the love affair with privatisation 
that politicians of all mainstream 
parties have.

FIGURE IT OUT

7,300
 number of refugees were stuck 
living in the Calais “jungle” 
camp by July, according 
to charities L’ Auberge des 
Migrants and Help Refugees

10,000
refugees could end up trapped 
in the camp by the end of 
September if they continue to 
arrive at the same rate 

BACK STORY
Glasgow’s Labour council has 
faced revolt over its £130 million 
cuts plan
lThey backed down over plans 
to scrap public holidays for 
council workers after GMB and 
Unison union members voted to 
strike
lAnger at Labour austerity has 
fuelled the rise of the SNP
lThe SNP government slashed 
£500 million from council 
budgets this year—and also 
pushed privatisations
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Australian 
protests  
for refugee 
rights grow
Thousands protest as opposition 
to refugee detention surges, 
reports James Supple in Sydney
A NEW wave of anger in Australia 
is engulfing the government over 
its offshore detention camps for 
refugees.

Thousands demonstrated across 
the country last weekend to demand 
it “bring them here”. 

The renewed outcry comes 
after the leak of over 2000 official 
 incident reports showing the scale 
of the physical and sexual abuse 
of refugees dumped on the Pacific 
island of Nauru.

The government tried to dismiss 
the reports, attacking the media for 
reporting on them.

But over 100 former deten-
tion workers issued a statement 
 confirming the truth of the reports 
and calling for the asylum  seekers to 
be brought immediately to Australia.

More whistle-blowers are speak-
ing out, defying threats of jail for 
doing so.

Katie Price, who spent two years 
working with families on Nauru, 
told how, “I watched these chil-
dren’s lives being destroyed by 
these camps. They went from 
energetic, cheeky, normal kids to  
completely devoid of all emotion.”

Abuse
Even the government’s own Moss 
report, released last year, confirmed 
that the reports of abuse on Nauru 
were true.

Many refugees on Nauru have 
been held there for three years. They 
have been holding daily  protests 
since March, sending photos and 
videos to  supporters in Australia. 

There is also a stand-off over 
the fate of the detention camp on 
Manus Island in Papua New Guinea. 

In April the country’s Supreme 
Court found that the detention of 
asylum seekers there breached its 
constitution.

The Australian government has 
now agreed that the camp will 
close, but is still refusing to take the 
asylum seekers back. 

For three years it has been trying 
to convince a third country to 
accept refugees from the camps. But 
even efforts to bribe poor countries 

such as Cambodia into taking them 
have failed. Further court action is  
under way in Papua New Guinea to 
force the Australian government to 
readmit them.

Government efforts to win votes 
through scapegoating have failed.

During the recent election, the 
immigration minister declared that 
more refugees would only drain the 
welfare system.

But the government’s vote 
plunged, and its majority in parlia-
ment stands at just one seat.

While the Labour opposition 
 continues to support offshore deten-
tion, 50 of its election  candidates 
and MPs are now on record as 
opposing elements of the party’s 
policy.

Six pastors and a nun were 
arrested after occupying the prime 
minister’s office on Monday, 
demanding refugees be let in. 

The campaign earlier this year to 
prevent the return of 267 refugees 
to Nauru and Manus Island already 
in Australia succeeded.

Not a single one has been sent 
back to the offshore camps.

If the workplace actions during 
the campaign to “let them stay” can 
turn into actions to “bring them 
here” the camps could be shut down 
for good.

BACK STORY
The movement for refugee  
rights threatens to destabilise 
the government
lRefugees are held in offshore 
detention facilities where sexual 
assault and other abuses are 
widespread
lWhistleblowers have confirmed 
reports of abuses
lProtests against the racist 
policy have spread across 
Australia with thousands 
taking part

SYRIA

Turkish forces attack Kurds in Syria
by CHARLIE KIMBER

TURKISH TANKS, backed by US 
air strikes, swept into northern 
Syria last weekend and attacked 
Kurdish YPG forces. 

The YPG has previously been 
supported by the US in the 
battles against Isis.

The Turkish government 
is determined to prevent the 
emergence of a Kurdish area in 
the north of Syria. 

It has declared that Kurdish 
forces must not cross to the 
west bank of the Euphrates 
river. When the YPG-dominated 
Syrian Democratic Forces group 

drove Isis out of Manbij, west 
of the Euphrates, the Turkish 
government and the US warned 
them to retreat immediately. 

Attack
The Kurds agreed, but Turkey 
took the opportunity to attack 
them, and the US decided to 
back the Turkish assaults rather 
than the Kurds.

However, this raises doubts 
about whether the YPG will play 
the role the US has allotted it of 
assisting the assault against  
the Isis centre of Raqqa in Syria.

Imperialism offers no hope 
to the Kurds or the people of 
Syria. 

Millions set to strike in India
TENS OF millions 
of Indian workers 
were due to hold a 
nationwide general 
strike on Friday of 
this week. Called 
by nearly all of the 
country’s trade union 
groupings, the strike is 
against the economic 
and labour policies 
of the Narendra Modi 
government.

In particular 
the unions oppose 
proposed “reforms” 

that will remove 
basic legal protection 
from huge numbers 
of workers, make it 
easier to sack people, 
ram through increased 
contract work and 
enable employers to 
hire at less than the 
minimum wage.

Unions are calling 
for a universal 
minimum wage of 
15,000 rupees (£175) 
a month.

Modi’s government, 

elected in 2014, 
is centred on 
his neoliberal 
Hindu‑chauvinist BJP 
party. It has tried 
to clear the way for 
the corporations but 
has faced consistent 
opposition.

The BMS  
“union” opposes the 
2 September strike. 
It is controlled by 
members of the RSS, 
the BJP’s fascist‑like 
core.

THE MANUS Island refugee detention centre in Papua New Guinea 

FIGURE IT OUT
 276  million people in India 

living on less than 
£1 a day, the official 
absolute poverty limit

 53  percent of India’s 
wealth is owned by 
the top one percent 
of individuals in the 
country

 15  thousand rupees 
(£175) per month. The 
amount unions want 
as a national minimum 
wage

A YPG fighter in Syria

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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Ant or Dec? 
Who cares?
THE MIRROR newspaper 
makes a big issue about 
Jeremy Corbyn not 
recognising Ant and 
Dec.  

I wish that I couldn’t 
recognise them.  

The Mirror has 
consistently nailed its 
colours to Owen Smith’s 
mast.  

Given a choice 
between Corbyn, Smith, 
and Ant or Dec I think 
I would go for Jeremy 
Corbyn by a massive 
margin.

Rob Murray
South Tyneside

Reject British 
honour system
WELL DONE to Howard 
Gayle, former Liverpool 
player, for knocking back 
an MBE.  

The ruling classes 
work on the assumption 
that we can be bought 
off by dangling a few 
baubles in our face. 

But Howard, who has 
worked hard to break 
down racism in football, 
told them to stick it.

Alan McShane
Liverpool

Gender is a 
construct
IT’S 2016 and women 
are still being told 
to reduce or shrink 
themselves if they’re 
considered “too much” 
by the mainstream. 

Newsflash! Men and 
women have the same 
hormones, in varying 
degrees. 

What’s normal for 
one person might not be 
normal for the next. Get 
used to it.

Clare Selina Farmer
on Facebook

Defend the 
welfare state
NOBODY LIKES to have 
things stolen from them. 

So why are so many 
people so indifferent 
when it’s the government 
robbing us? 

Public services such 
as libraries are being 
closed all the time. 

Schools are forced 
to become academies, 
which are private entities 
in all but name.

There’s a land grab 
going on, and it’s our 
land.

The time has come to 
make a stand and save 
the welfare state, before 
we don’t have one left to 
save. 

Colin  
South London

Just a 
thought...

A modern call centre 

Call centre workers need organisation
THE COMPANY that had 
dominated the telephone 
fundraising market, Pell and 
Bales (P&B), ceased trading 
last week. 

Profits were so good that 
Simon Pell sold the 
company to a venture 
capital firm called Panther 
for a reported £10m in 
2008. 

But for those of us who 
worked at P&B life wasn’t so 
good. Every day targets 
needed to be met—and, if 
they weren’t, managers 
would make your life hell. 

We were low-paid and on 
zero-hour contracts and at 
risk of the sack for minor 

indiscretions. We organised 
and won the London Living 
Wage and the first pay rises 
in 6 years. Sacked union 
activists such as myself were 
reinstated. 

Change came after the 
tragic suicide last year of 

92-year-old Olive Cooke. 
She had been tormented 

by charity cold-callers. 
This is what has caused 

the crisis that has led a 
number of fundraising 
agencies to close and lay off 
hundreds of workers.

This is the result of 
outsourcing and the drive 
for profit. 

Unions in the charity 
sector need to oppose 
outsourcing and campaign 
for workers to be taken on 
in-house with decent pay, 
conditions and on 
permanent contracts.

Pat Carmody
Oxford

Celebrate 
Grunwick
IN YOUR article on Grun-
wick (SW 17 August) you 
refer to the strike by Asian 
workers in 1965 at Cour-
tauld’s Red Scar textile mill 
in Preston. 

You point out the courage 
and determination of the 
strikers, and that the unions 
and white workers in 
general did not support 
them. 

Ray Challinor, a member 
of the International 
Socialists (forerunner of the 
SWP) publicised the strike 
and raised money. 

A mass strike meeting of 
900 people gave him a 
standing ovation. 

At the time there was 
some discussion of the 
formation of separate black 
unions. 

Ray’s intervention may 
have helped, in a small way, 
to avert that danger.

There is a full account of 
Ray’s role and the text of a 
Labour Worker article he 
wrote at bit.ly/2biejJW.

He should not be 
forgotten.

Ian Birchall
North London 

YOUR FEATURE on the 
Grunwick strike celebrates 
the struggle of the Grunwick 
photo processing workers. 

However, there’s more to 
be said about the refusal by 
postal workers at the nearby 
Cricklewood sorting office 
to handle Grunwick’s mail. 

The Grunwick managing 
director described it as 
“cutting the jugular vein of 
Grunwick”. But it was called 
off by UPW union “leader” 
Tom Jackson.

The action underlines 
strike leader Jayaben Desai’s 
comment that the strikers 
were “drowning in support, 
starving for action”.

Sheila Cohen
London  

Nato could plunge  
the world into conflict 
YOU SAY in your editorial 
(24 August) that Nato was 
formed in 1949 to 
officially defend democ-
racy against Russia and 
the Eastern Bloc’s imperi-
alist Warsaw Pact alliance. 

But its real aims were 
much bigger.

The Warsaw Pact was 
only formed in 1955. This  
shows that just as there is 
no real reason for Nato to 
exist now, Western 
imperialism even jumped 
the gun then. 

It made out the threat 
was greater than it was. 

The inclusion of 
Portugal in Nato when it 
was a fascist dictatorship, 
and Greece and Turkey 
when they were military 
dictatorships show the 
emptiness of the alliance’s 
democratic credentials.

What we should worry 
about is that an invasion 
of any of the 28 member 
states, or any future 
member, under any 
possible contrived 
situation, could lead to 
World War Three.

Jim Hutchinson
Gateshead

Richard Branson is taking 
Virgin passengers for a ride 
RICHARD BRANSON was keen to 
try and prove that Jeremy Corbyn 
did not have to sit on the floor of 
one of his overcrowded, 
overpriced trains. 

Hearing the words 
“renationalise the railways” must 
bring fat cat Branson out in a cold 
sweat.  

It’s true that he pays around  
£3 billion to the government for 
the opportunity to make himself 
even wealthier from these rail 
franchises. 

But he still rakes in massive 
profits.  

You can bet Branson keeps a 
close eye on the profit margins 
though. 

The moment he isn’t making 

enough from his railway franchise 
he will drop it like he has with so 
many other Virgin subsiduaries. 

Corbyn quite rightly says that a 
nationalised rail service could be 
run for the needs of people rather 
than the profits of a few fat cats 
like Branson.  

Mark B
Manchester

CORBYN’S TRAIN ride was brought 
to the public attention by Virgin 
East Coast claiming there was no 
overcrowding. 

All the train companies make 
profit for shareholders.

Between 1997 and 2012 on the 
West Coast Mainline, Virgin Trains 
paid out a total of £500 million in 

dividends, having received a direct 
subsidy of £2.5 billion. 

To put it another way  
£500 million was taken out of the 
railway and given to individual 
shareholders.

Despite the success of the 
publicly-run East Coast line the 
government re-privatised the line. 
It was handed to Virgin Trains and 
Stagecoach in March 2015, so 
future profits will go to corporate 
shareholders instead of being used 
to lower fares and fund investment.

The success of East Coast is a 
clear indication of what the 
railways would look like if they 
were run for people, not for profit. 

Deryck de Maine
Edinburgh
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JEREMY
CORBYN’S

Rivals attack Corbyn’s policies as 
‘loony left’ but millions back them 
nevertheless. Raymie Kiernan and 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans look at what 
difference his policies could make

J
EREMY CORBYN is put-
ting forward the policies 
that he believes a Labour 
government should carry 
through to make Britain 
a country that works for 

“the millions not the millionaires”. 
He has called, for example, for an 

extra £500 billion in public spend-
ing. This would be used to build new 
homes, boost the NHS and education 
and reduce income inequality. 

He proposes to set up a National 
Investment Bank to direct moves 
towards a hi-tech and green-based 
economy.

Corbyn wants a “national educa-
tion service” that includes free child-
care, the abolition of tuition fees and 
a boost for adult education services.

Even a brief glance shows such pol-
icies are far better than the ones that 
Corbyn’s challenger Owen Smith is 
putting forward.

Corbyn’s leadership and the infu-
sion of new members has pushed 
Labour leftwards. Smith knows he 

cannot confront directly a substantial 
amount of what Corbyn says.  

So Smith, the supporter of the 
chicken coup and former pharma-
ceuticals industry lobbyist, says he 
will “deliver a revolution in workers’ 
rights”.

But the detail reveals the weak-
ness of his vision. Smith, for example 
says he agrees with Corbyn that zero 
hours contracts should be outlawed. 
But he quickly added that a one-hour 
contract could be acceptable.  

Corbyn says the millions of work-
ers earning less than the Living Wage 
should earn above it. Smith proposes 
“a true living wage”—extended to all 
adults.

In his pitch for the youth vote he 
said the minimum wage “would be 
raised to meet the living wage of 
£8.25, giving an annual pay rise of 
£5,369 to a worker aged between 
18-20”. It’s right that young people 
should not be paid less for doing the 
same job as older workers.

But for the 87.5 percent of workers 

in Britain aged 25 and over Smith’s 
“true living wage” would leave them 
in the same place as the Tories’ 
phoney National Living Wage in 
2020.

Try as he might, it’s hard to believe 
Smith will go beyond changing some 
of the Tories’ worst policies since 
2010, and even then it’s clear he’s 
supported some of what they’ve done.

Supporters of Jeremy Corbyn see a 
much more principled, genuine poli-
tician. He goes further than Smith 
on workers’ rights.  He argues that 
workers should have “a real say in the 
organisations they work for, and the 
boardrooms that control them”.

Collective bargaining with trade 
unions “should be mandatory” at 

firms with more than 250 workers 
and in general “sectoral union bar-
gaining rights” should be introduced.

The Guardian newspaper also 
recently reported “aides to the Labour 
leader” saying that a Corbyn govern-
ment would “repeal” 1999 union 
legislation that was passed by Tony 
Blair’s government.

But this example shows that 
Corbyn’s policies need to go much 
further if they are to offer real change. 
What we should be fighting for is the 
scrapping of all anti-union laws.

Corbyn’s calls for nationalisa-
tion of transport and health services 
(see boxes) strike a chord with huge 
numbers of people. But like his argu-
ments on workplace rights and union 

representation, reversing privatisa-
tion and the market in our public 
services needs more radical policies 
and a wider fight than in parliament.

Corbyn’s polices are based in the 
idea that with a bit of pressure bosses 
can be pushed into working alongside 
workers as the economy grows for all. 
But it’s an illusion.

Britain’s bosses will fight tooth and 
nail to protect their position. Virgin’s 
Richard Branson’s obvious hatred for 
Corbyn is one early sign of the hos-
tility a left-led Labour government 
would face.

It wouldn’t just involve manipula-
tion of CCTV pictures. Labour would 
face the much more serious with-
drawal of investment and manipula-
tion of currencies and bonds.

Privatised public services are cash 
cows for corporations and improv-
ing workers’ pay and conditions is a 
direct challenge to their profits. 

Supporters need to do more than 
hope for a Corbyn government in 
2020. Improvements in working class 
living standards will be the result of 
class struggle outside parliament. We 

need mass demonstrations that 
demand the kinds of things Corbyn 
calls for—that’s the best way for his 
supporters to strengthen his posi-
tion against the Labour right.

But we have to go further and 
use the industrial power of workers 
to show the bosses that we aren’t 
taking no for an answer.

The obvious hatred 
of Virgin’s Richard 
Branson for Corbyn 
is an early sign of 
the hostility a 
left‑led Labour 
would face’

‘‘ 

Vampires carry on bleeding the NHS 
PRIVATISATION, BUDGET cuts 
and the decimation of social care 
services have combined to cause a 
perfect storm in the NHS.

While private companies 
leech millions in NHS contracts, 
hospitals are sinking in debt 
and poverty pay and rocketing 
workloads are pushing staff out 
and hitting patient care hard.

That’s why most health workers 
support Jeremy Corbyn’s pledge 
that a Labour government would 
“renationalise” the NHS.

A Corbyn-led Labour 
government would reinstate NHS 
student bursaries and end the 
public sector pay freeze to deal 
with the staffing crisis. It would 
inject cash instead of demanding 
£22 billion in cuts.

Joseph, an outsourced health 
worker, told Socialist Worker, “I 
fully support bringing our jobs 
back into the NHS.

“It would be a great idea, not 
just for us, but for the patients 
too. Many patients complain 
about the cleaning and the food 
because everything is done cheap 
quality.”

Joseph works as a porter 
for outsourcing giant ISS in 
Homerton University Hospital 

in Hackney, east London. Not 
content with the £250 million 
profit it made last year, it’s 
threatening to slash workers’ jobs 
and hours.

Dave, another porter for ISS, 
added, “The problem with private 
companies is that they don’t care 
about standards.”

ISS is just one of the many 
multinational companies profiting 
from the NHS. One third of NHS 
England contracts have gone 
to private companies since the 
Tories’ Health and Social Care 
Act 2012 prised open the health 
service.

Untouched
Stopping privatisation 
would mean scrapping 
the Health Act, which 
Corbyn would do 
by supporting the 
private members’ NHS 
Reinstatement Bill.

But this would still 
leave the current 
contracts untouched.

Diane Abbott, 
Labour’s shadow 
health secretary, said, 
“The NHS under Jeremy 
Corbyn will shift 

resources to frontline care and 
away from profit-seeking private 
operators.”

Abbot rightly argued that 
scrapping privatisation means 
“bearing down the costs of the 
private finance initiative” (PFI).

First introduced by Tory prime 
minister John Major in the 1990s, 
the PFI con trick was taken up 
with relish by New Labour. 

PFI meant that private 
firms paid for the building of 
hospitals—and then leased them 
back to the NHS. Not using any 

more PFI contracts in the NHS 
is crucial, but that leaves the 
existing PFI contracts intact. 

Corbyn has said that a Labour 
government could set up a 
public fund to alleviate the 
burden on hospitals. But 
why should the privateers 
get any more money?

Corbyn has begun 
to talk about the root 

causes of the NHS crisis—the 
privatisation that’s breaking 
it apart. 

But to fully deal with 
the problems will mean 

confronting the outsourcers 
head on, not just gradually 
reversing privatisation.

Rail changes must go further  
AS THE latest rise in rail fares was 
announced Jeremy Corbyn laid out 
his public transport strategy, “to 
bring the railways back into public 
ownership” and “extend public 
control over our bus network”.

What does it mean in practice?
“Extricating the railways from 

the mess of privatisation could save 
£100s of millions a year,” Corbyn 
argues.

Private firms are handed 
franchises to run parts of the 
network. They rent train carriages 
from rolling stock companies 
(ROSCOs) often controlled by 
private equity and pension funds.

Corbyn argues we should get rid 
of the ROSCOs “making double-digit 
profit margins” and the state should 
buy the trains. The franchises would 
be run by the state—but only after 
they expire.

Tendering
Franchises often run for seven to ten 
years. It could take until 2029, pretty 
much two general elections, before 
they would all be publicly run.

Another one, possibly two, will 
be in the process of tendering out if 
Labour wins in 2020. Will a Corbyn 
government cancel these tenders?

If not it would be at least three 
years after Corbyn’s Railways Act in 
2020 before the next two franchises 
end and are made public.

Corbyn’s team should campaign 
for a mandate that does not 
let the privateers off so lightly. 
Renationalisation of all the 
franchises is needed as soon as a 
Corbyn government is elected—
and without compensation to the 
fat cats.

There are also problems with the 
plan for buses. Some 4.65 billion 

bus journeys were made last year 
in Britain. Many services provide a 
lifeline to people yet the Tories have 
cut bus grants by 20 percent.

In the ten years to 2013 bus 
companies handed £2.8 billion to 
shareholders. 

Labour’s shadow transport 
secretary Andy McDonald’s “simple 
solution” is the “London-style 
franchise model”. If it was rolled out 
there would be net financial gains of 
£340 million per year, Labour says.

The Transport for London (TfL) 
model saw bus usage grow by a 
third between 2004 and 2013, 
compared to a six percent drop in 
other English metropolitan areas. 
And fares are better in London.

But it is far from perfect. Bus firms 
compete for route contracts. They 
receive an income from TfL and TfL 
takes the revenue. 

So to turn a profit, companies 
must reduce costs. Performance 
statistics determine bonuses or 
losses for the companies.

Pressure from TfL translates into 
high expectations on drivers adding 
pressure on to what’s already a 
stressful job. 

And the competition for routes 
sees pay rates driven down as bosses 
cut costs to bid for contracts.

London’s drivers are on 80 different 
pay rates. And 
the number 
of accidents, 
serious 
injuries 
and deaths 
are on the 
increase. 
Is this 
really the 
solution 
for buses?

 CONVICTED FRAUDSTER Richard Branson Striking back

Waiting for renationalisation

FIGHTING PRIVATISATION at the National Gallery in London
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

GLASGOW: SOUTH
Black Lives Matter—
race, class and revolt
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths,
99 Calder St,
G42 7RA

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Can Corbyn beat the 
establishment?
Thu 8 Sep, 6.30pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Spain 1936—revolution 
and civil war
Wed 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
The case against 
immigration controls
Thu 15 Sep, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brighthelm Centre,
North Rd,BN1 1YD
BRISTOL
France—secularism 
and Islamophobia
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY
Gramsci and the 
revolutionary party
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Jeremy Corbyn, the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Perk Cafe,
2 Donald St,
Roath,CF24 4TQ
CHELMSFORD
Can Corbyn beat the 
establishment?
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
The history of British 
imperialism
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
Pride and the struggle 
for LGBT+ Liberation
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
A generation betrayed—
young people under austerity
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH
DUNDEE
Why prison doesn’t work
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
ESSEX
Black Lives Matter—
Marxism and fight 
against racism
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL

EXETER
Corbyn, the Labour 
Party and the struggle 
for socialism
Thu 8 Sep, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill,EX4 3RG
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Corbyn, the Labour 
Party and the struggle 
for socialism
Thu 8 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre,2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Defend the NHS—
can the Tories destroy 
the welfare state?
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,L7 7DX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Black Lives Matter—
the fight against racism 
in Britain and the US
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,Ladbroke 
Grove (very close to the 
station),W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Can Corbyn beat the 
establishment?
Wed 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: EALING
Reform or revolution—
the debate today
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 High St,
Acton,W3 6ND
LONDON: HACKNEY
The burkini ban and the rise 
of Islamophobia in France
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Can socialism come 
through parliament? The 
experience of Chile
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
How powerful is the media?
Thu 8 Sep, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Are we heading for 
another slump?
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Spain 1936—revolution 
against fascism
Wed 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Bad education—how do 
we stop academies?
Thu 8 Sep, 7pm, 
Room 6,Peckham Pulse, 
(near Peckham Library),
SE15 5QN

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Capitalism in crisis
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
LUTON
Black Lives Matter—race, 
class and revolt in the US
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood Crescent 
(enter via London Rd car park),
LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Are we heading for 
another slump?
Wed 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Thu 8 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
US elections—is Hillary 
Clinton the lesser evil?
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Inspire,
747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR
NEWCASTLE
Marxism and ecology
Thu 8 Sep, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Capitalism in crisis—
was Marx right?
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
The united front in 
theory and practice
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
A brief Marxist history 
of the Labour Party
Thu 8 Sep, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Public services vs private 
greed—why we oppose 
railway privatisation
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
ROTHERHAM
Jeremy Corbyn, the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism
Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,

Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Revolutionaries and the 
movement—what do we 
mean by the “united front”?
Thu 8 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Marxism and ecology
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WAKEFIELD
Capitalism in crisis—
was Marx right?
Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,
WF1 3LJ
WIGAN
Antisemitism, Zionism, 
Labour and the left
Wed 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Trotsky and the united front
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

CARDIFF
Cardiff against Britain First
Sat 10 September,
Go to Cardiff against 
Britian First on Facebook 
for more information
DORCHESTER
After the contest—
Corbyn and socialism
Mon 10 Oct, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Refugees Welcome 
Here demo 2016
Sat 17 Sep, 12.30pm, 
Park Lane,
Central London
NATIONAL
Unwelcome Tory Conference 
to Birmingham 2016
Sun 2 Oct, 11:30am, 
Birmingham
Stand Up to Racism 
conference
Sat 8 Oct, 10am, 
Friends House,
173-177 Euston Rd,
London, 
NW1 2BJ
National libraries, museums 
and galleries demo
Sat 5 Nov, 12 noon, 
British Library,
96 Euston Rd,
London, 
NW1 2DB
SCOTLAND
Marxism Festival 
Scotland 2016
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St,
G2 4JP

ABERDEEN
Wed 7 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,AB10 1JS

EDINBURGH
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL

HARLOW
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,CM18 6BX

HULL
Thu 8 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Relax Coffee House,
Newland Av,
HU5 3BG

LEICESTER
Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Leicester LGBT Centre,
15 Wellington St,
LE1 6HH

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Oxford House, Derbyshire St 
(opposite Bethnal 
Green Rd  Tesco), 
E2 6HG

MEDWAY
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

SCARBOROUGH
Wed 7 Sep, 7pm, 
The Reading Room, 
Scarborough Central 
Library,
Vernon Rd,
YO11 2NN

YORK
Wed 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

A rebel’s guide to Trotsky

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

BOOKMARKS 
the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London, WC1B 3QE

020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Socialist Worker  31 August 2016



 REVIEWS & CULTURE 13
Socialist Worker 31 August 2016

Warmth and colour make a 
simple story truly captivating
Spanish director Pedro Almodovar’s newest film Julieta is an elegant and 
rewarding emotional drama—though far from his best, writes Alan Kenny
PEDRO ALMODOVAR is a director 
who is prepared to take risks. It’s 
one reason why the simple words 
“a film by Almodovar” in his films’ 
titles is enough to excite.

His new film, the story of Julieta 
meeting her child Antia’s father Xoan 
and their lives after, is based on a 
series of Alice Munro short stories.

Themes include terminal illness, 
death, estrangement, sudden death, 
remorse, regret, guilt, loss and grief. 
There’s not much here to raise a 
smile.

Much of the suspense is based on 
Julieta’s unfolding story.

It is Almodovar’s great skill, as in 
many of his other films, that amid the 
tragedy there is a celebration of love, 
friendship, life, human creativity and 
beauty.

This is perhaps his slowest paced 
film ever. That’s the major risk that 
he takes. Even the “action” takes 
place in slow motion.

That ’s  not to say it  lacks 
momentum.

And like all Almodovar’s work it’s 
marked by an attempt to make every 
shot a thing of elegance. This alone 
can sustain a viewer’s interest almost 
as much as the story itself.

It is an achievement to be so mini-
malist in plot development yet so rich 
in the end result.

Culture
This is a director utterly obsessed 
with painting, sculpture, literature, 
architecture and fashion. He sees cul-
ture as a fundamental part of life and 
he’s not afraid to show us the things 
he likes. 

Former musical  col labora-
tor, Japanese composer Ryuichi 
Sakamoto, for example, has his name 
shown on the spine of a book not 

once but twice. Even Xoan’s friend 
Ava’s sculptures are reminiscent of 
Picasso and other modernists’ African 
inspired sculptures.

Few do costume as well as 
Almodovar. The use of colour is fas-
cinating too, particularly the way red 
and blue are used within the central 
family unit.

And what Almodovar film would be  
complete without a stunning musical 
score? Once again it’s by long-time 
collaborator Alberto Iglesias.

Julieta, a school teacher, is played 
brilliantly by both Emma Suarez and 
Adriana Ugarte. 

Fans may miss some of his acting 

mainstays like Carmen Maura and 
Penelope Cruz who have brought so 
much to his films.

But Ugarte and Suarez are wel-
come additions—let’s hope they 
return.

Warmth
Above all Almodovar is interested in 
the complexities of “the human con-
dition” and he examines this with 
great warmth.

It’s a long time since he was the 
rising virtuoso of the post-Franco 
“Movida” cultural movement. 

But what still makes him quite 
unique is his use almost entirely of 

female protagonists and actors.
Expectation has been raised that 

this might be a return to the form of 
2006’s Volver.

Some found Broken Embraces 
(2009) less engaging, The Skin I Live 
In (2011) a bit outlandish and I’m so 
Excited (2013) too farcical.

It’s certainly a return to emotional 
themes that Almodovar is brilliant at 
portraying.

But is it a tour de force of the likes 
of Women on the Verge of a Nervous 
Breakdown (1988), All About My 
Mother (1999), or Volver?

No, sadly, it’s not.
Julieta is in cinemas now

ADRIANA UGARTE in Julieta

EXHIBITION
THE COLONY
by Dinh Q Le 
25 August-9 October 
Wed-Sun, 11am-7pm,  
133 Rye Lane, Peckham, 
London, SE15 4ST. Free entry

GUANO, OR bird droppings, 
was big business in the 
19th century. Wars were 
fought over the precious 
commodity.

After its properties as a 
fertiliser became known in 
Europe and North America 
the Great Guano Rush 
began.

British merchants 
controlled the trade, 
using bonded Chinese 

labourers working in brutal 
conditions.

Vietnamese artist Dinh 
Q.Le’s video installation 
immerses you in footage 
of the desolate Chincha 
Islands off the coast of Peru. 

These mountains of 
guano were at the centre of 
the rush.

The fascinating exhibition 
illuminates imperialist 
tensions with mid-19th 
century maps and photos 
by American Civil War 
photographer Alexander 
Gardner. 

Spectacular aerial images 
of the islands today add 
another dimension. 

THEATRE
GLASGOW GIRLS
Written and directed by Cora 
Bissett and David Greig. 
On tour now

AN EXCELLENT piece of 
musical theatre is back on 
tour. The hit play Glasgow 
Girls is the story of seven 
schoolgirls—four recently 
arrived refugees and three 
local teenagers.

They ran a successful 
campaign against the 
deportation of one of their 
number, a Kosovo Roma 
girl called Agnesa Murselaj 
whose family were granted 
refugee status as a result.

The play highlights 
the bonds of solidarity 
developed between 
refugees and local people 
in working class areas. 

It is at the Citizens 
in Glasgow this week, 
the Playhouse in Oxford 
the week after, Stirling’s 
Macrobert Arts Centre 
the following week and at 
Dundee Rep 12-15 October.

Dinh Q.Le

Casement novel falls short of classics about period 
GRAPHIC NOVEL
THE TRIAL OF ROGER 
CASEMENT
Written by Fionnuala Doran 
Published by SelfMadeHero

A NEW graphic novel 
charts the last years of 
Irish nationalist Roger 
Casement’s life. In these 
years he was instrumental 
in organising the 1916 
Easter Rising.

The book begins with 
Casement washing up on 
a beach, having smuggled 
German guns into Ireland 
to arm the rebellion 

against the British Empire.
Before becoming 

involved in the struggle 
for Irish self-determination 
Casement worked for the 
British foreign office.

Horrendous
He exposed the 
horrendous crimes of 
Belgium’s King Leopold II 
in the Congo.

He produced a report 
which inspired Joseph 
Conrad’s novel Heart of 
Darkness. 

Casement’s research 
played a significant part 
in damaging the Belgian 

colonial regime in the 
Congo.

This graphic novel is 
a mix of fiction and fact, 
slightly reminiscent of 
works like A Star Called 
Henry by Roddy Doyle. 

History
While it falls short of 
classic novels such as that, 
it is an interesting look 
at the final years of an 
often-overlooked figure in 
history.

There is much for 
socialists to take from 
the book and enjoy. In 
particular, it ends with a 

transcript of Casement’s 
speech to the court after 
he is found guilty of 
treason. 

The book sets this over 
a series of images such 
as drawings of the Easter 
Rising.

It ends, “surely, it is a 
braver, a saner and truer 
thing to be a rebel in act 
and in deed, against such 
circumstances as these 
than to tamely accept 
it as the natural lot of 
men.”
A transcript of Casement’s  
final speech is available to 
read at bit.ly/2cc7gbHThe new Roger Casement novel
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W
H E N  K a r l 
Marx died in 
1883 there 
w e r e  n o 
more  than 
11 mourners 

at his funeral. But decades 
later in Moscow, author Gareth 
Stedman Jones remarks, wor-
shippers held giant portraits of 
him much as their parents had 
hoisted icons of Christ.

In his austere new book Karl 
Marx—Greatness and illusion, 
Stedman Jones wants to rescue 
Marx from the myth-making of 
the 20th century.

The Marx of the Stalinist 
regime in Russia was a man 
with an iron will, a thinker of 
“merciless consistency”.

For Stedman Jones the real 
Marx was an anxious, sickly, 
flawed human being, who often 
changed his ideas and never 
even finished his masterpiece, 
Capital.

Marx was a great thinker 
who profoundly shaped the way 
people look at the world. He 
produced an enormous volume 
of writings on every conceivable 
aspect of society.

He was also, crucially, an 
active socialist who threw him-
self into the movement and 
struggles of the newly emerg-
ing working class of the 19th 
century.

The young Marx dreamt 
of becoming a poet. He first 
became involved in  radical polit-
ical activity when he became a 
student at Bonn University.

He had grown up among a 
relatively well-off family in the 
German Rhineland.

Germany at  that t ime 
 consisted of a patchwork of 
dictatorial rival princedoms. 
Despite this rule by reac-
tionaries, intellectual debate 
 flourished in the 1830s and 
1840s, especial ly in the 
universities.

Stedman Jones focuses on 
Marx’s Jewish background but 
tracks a range of ideas around 
the young Marx. A new gen-
eration was grappling with a 
society caught between the old 
feudal order and the beginnings 
of the development of industrial 
capitalism.

Marx threw himself into this 
intellectual debate and became 
an enthusiastic advocate of 
democracy. At the age of 24 he 
became editor of a new liberal 
paper, the Rheinische Zeitung. 

The authorities banned the 
paper and Marx was forced into 
exile in Paris in 1843.

In France Marx first came 
across the organised working 
class movement, and began 

his lifelong collaboration with 
Frederick Engels.

Together Marx and Engels, 
building on ideas that stemmed 
from the French Revolution, 
began to develop a new theory 
of society with working class 
struggle at its centre.

Stedman Jones praises 
Marx’s diagnosis of the “inces-
santly restless and unfin-
ished character of modern 
 capitalism”. But this is only one 
aspect of Marx’s ideas, and far 
from the most important.

He has little time for Marx’s 
calls for world revolution.

M
A R X  a n d 
E n g e l s ’ 
C o m m u n i s t 
M a n i f e s t o 
became the 
most influen-

tial political pamphlet ever 
written. Its power lies in the 
way it provides an overall 
view of history and capitalist 
development.

This is the part Stedman 
Jones agrees with. He writes of 
capitalism’s “inherent tendency 
to invent new needs and the 
means to satisfy them, its sub-
version of all inherited cultural 
practices and beliefs, its disre-
gard of all boundaries, whether 
sacred or secular, its destabili-
sation of every hallowed hierar-
chy, whether of ruler and ruled, 
man and woman or parent and 
child, its turning of everything 
into an object for sale.”

The Manifesto also provides 
a clear, concise case for revo-
lutionary socialism. It explains 
how the struggle between 
classes is the driving force of 
history, not ideas or the actions 
of great men.

The  pamphle t  was 
 written at a time when 
industrial capitalism 
was confined to a small 
area of the world.

At  the  t ime  the 
 working class was only 
a tiny minority of the 
world’s population. Yet 
Marx and Engels saw how 
capitalism created a force 
that could become its “grave 
diggers”.

These are the parts 
Stedman Jones disagrees 
with.

It is usual to ignore 

or dismiss the revolution-
ary  content of Marx’s work. 
Stedman Jones instead argues 
that Marx’s politics were 
already “outdated and unaccep-
table” for his contemporaries.

Yet Marx’s ideas were shaped 
by revolutionary struggles that 
were making history—from 
uprisings across Europe in 1848 
to the 1871 Paris Commune 
(see right).

After the defeat of the 
Commune, Marx, plagued by 

ill health, withdrew from 
active political life. But 
right up until his death 
in 1883, Marx contin-

ued to work on Capital 
and to argue for the 
 self-emancipation of 
the working class.

Stedman Jones ’ 
academic view of 

Marx mirrors the unmourned 
Stalinism he is taking on.

For the rulers of the old 
Communist bloc Marx’s works 
became sacred texts, an 
 argument proven if a Marx quote 
is attached. For Stedman Jones, 
finding a text that shows Marx 
didn’t agree with what Stedman 
Jones says Marxism is, becomes 
a similarly killer argument.

S
O  T H E  b o o k 
 culminates with 
an   i n te res t i ng 
 d i s c u s s i o n  o f 
M a r x ’ s  l a t e r 
views of village 

 communes. Marx wrote a  letter 
to revolutionaries in Russia 
about how elements of these 
old structures might prefigure 
future socialist societies.

For Stedman Jones the most 

important thing is to show that 
the Russians forgot about this, 
probably deliberately, and mis-
takenly went on to organise in 
cities. This ignores that Marx 
was arguing that a socialist  
revolution was needed before 
capitalism destroyed the village 
commune.

For Stedman Jones any 
vision of a post-capitalist society 
is illusionary. So if you want to 
rescue his version of Marx from 
Marxism altogether you have to 
rescue Marx from Marx.

Happily there is a villain avail-
able for the bad things Marx 
said. Like a butler in an Agatha 
Christie novel Frederick Engels 
is ever present and guilty.

The evidence is nothing new. 
Marx supposedly kept quiet on 
his dislike of Marxism because 
Engels had the money—and he 

The Communist 
Manifesto 
makes a clear, 
concise case for 
revolution

‘‘ 
Statue of Marx in East Germany. But
Stalinist mythmaking does the real
Marx a disservice

Marx’s lifelong friend Engels 
looking over his shoulder 
(above), workers in arms at 
the Paris Commune (right)

READ MORE
 

Booklets for those 
on the barricades

 IN 1848, the year 
the Communist 
Manifesto was 
published, a wave 

of revolutions against 
the ruling despotic 
monarchies swept 
across Europe.

The working class 
was on the streets and 
putting up barricades 
in cities across Europe.

Marx returned to 
Cologne in Germany 
to edit a radical 
newspaper. He took a 
role in the agitation 
and in the workers’ 
clubs which flourished 
in the revolutionary 
upsurge.

But the capitalist 
class feared the 
insurgent working class 
more than they hated 
the aristocracy. When 
they felt their property 
was threatened they 
retreated from their 
demands for reform 
rather than unleash 
workers’ revolt.

The movement was 
crushed in what Marx 
called the “cannibalism 
of counter-revolution”.

Following the defeat 
of the 1848 revolutions, 
Marx was once again 
hounded into exile. He 
spent the rest of his life 
in London.

The event which had 
the biggest impact on 
Marx was the Paris 
Commune of 1871. 

Workers in Paris 

rose up, and for two 
months took control of 
the running of the city 
before being brutally 
crushed by the ruling 
class.

The Commune 
vindicated Marx’s 
belief in the ability of 
the working class to 
change the system and 
replace it with a more 
democratic way of 
running society.

Marx’s pamphlet 
about the Commune, 
The Civil War in France, 
contains brilliant 
description and 
important lessons on 
the nature of the state. 

Marx grasped that 
the capitalists would 
use their control of 
the state to prevent 
the working class from 
destroying its power.

The working class 
had to dismantle the 
old state institutions 
and create a workers’ 
state under direct 
working class control.

Marx wrote, “The 
working class cannot 
simply lay hold of 
the ready made state 
machinery and wield it 
for its own purposes.”

Stedman Jones sees 
The Civil War in France 
as a form of wish 
fulfilment for Marx.

He is keener to draw 
the lesson that the 
Communards weren’t 
workers at all.

lKarl Marx—greatness 
and illusion 
by Gareth Stedman Jones
Allen Lane, £35

lThe Revolutionary Ideas 
of Karl Marx 
by Alex Callinicos 
Bookmarks, £9.99

MARX OF 
HIS TIME?

never endorsed Engels’ works 
on socialism and evolutionary 
science. But neither did he ever 
dissociate himself from them.

Stedman Jones likes the dyna-
mism of capitalism, so he wants 
to like the young Marx who saw 
the dynamism of capitalism. He 
doesn’t like all that revolution 
stuff, because Stedman Jones 
long ago decided that  revolution 
was nonsense.

Marx’s writings are not a 
dogma to be rigidly followed. 
But they are still the best 
 starting point for anyone who 
wants to understand and chal-
lenge the capitalist system.

As the unfairly maligned 
Engels put it, “Marx was above 
all else a revolutionist. His real 
mission in life was to contrib-
ute, one way or another, to the 
overthrow of capitalist society.”

CLASHES IN Paris in 1848

An epoch of radical social change shaped Karl Marx’s ideas, 
as a new book stresses. But workers’ struggles gave them a 
revolutionary edge that still cuts, argues Simon Basketter

Available at Bookmarks, the socialist bookshop, on 
020 7637 1848 or at bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Pawing or clawing? The 
 enigma of Labour’s Clause 4

For some, the 
difference between 
‘Old’ and ‘New’ Labour 
lies in the party’s 
constitution. The truth 
is more complicated, 
says Nick Clark

THE LONG since deleted 
Clause 4 of the Labour Party 
constitution has almost 
legendary status among a 
layer of Labour members.

Its pledge to secure 
“common ownership of the 
means of production” and 
“popular administration and 
control of each industry and 
service” epitomised Labour’s 
commitment to a form of 
parliamentary socialism.

To many, Tony Blair’s 
removal of it symbolised 
Labour’s fall. It was the 
moment the Party finally 
abandoned any pretence 
of socialism and became 
explicitly pro-capitalist.

Labour’s recent swing to 
the left is why Jeremy Corbyn 
and Owen Smith have both 
talked about re-introducing or 
revising the clause back into 
the constitution.

Yet Labour has always had 
an uneasy relationship with 
socialism. And the story of 
how the party first came to 
adopt Clause 4 in 1918 is a 
revealing one.

Attempts by the left in 
Labour to write socialism into 
Labour’s constitution before 
had failed. 

The party’s leadership 
feared that formally adopting 
socialism would cost Labour 
middle class and right wing 
votes.

Yet in 1918 Labour not 
only wrote socialism into its 
constitution, it championed 
a new programme that 
slammed “The individualist 
system of capitalist 
production”.

It tore into capitalism’s 
“reckless ‘profiteering’ 
and wage-slavery” and 
its “glorification of the 
unhampered struggle for the 
means of life”.

The shift was driven by the 
massive social crisis during 
the First World War.

Revolt against the 
slaughter fuelled the Russian 
Revolution in 1917. Arthur 

Henderson—then Labour 
leader and a cabinet member 
in the coalition government—
was sent to persuade Russia’s 
new government to remain in 
the war.

Henderson’s visit to Russia 
horrified him. He saw workers 
who wanted “supreme control 
in the hands of the working 
people themselves.”

He decided the revolution 
could “only have results that 
will be a disaster.”

Yet workers in Britain were 
inspired by the revolution—
and Britain saw its own rise 
in class struggle. 

Veterans
Union membership rocketed 
during the war. There had 
already been significant mass 
walkouts by the time 200,000 
engineers struck in May 1917.

Revolt against war was 
also beginning to spread, 
and Henderson was terrified 
at the prospect of angry and 
“hardy” veterans returning 
home.

“If barricades are indeed 
likely to be erected in our 
streets they will be manned 
by men who have learned 
how to fight”, he wrote. So 
Henderson looked for a way 

to appeal to the widespread 
anger at the system while 
stopping it from developing 
any further into revolution. 
The answer was Clause 4 and 
the adoption of parliamentary 
socialism.

But Henderson and his pals 
were always clear that the 
point was to build Labour as 
an alternative to revolution 
and “rehabilitate parliament 
in the eyes of the people”. 
They never intended Labour’s 
socialism to be much more 
than a useful slogan.

Sidney Webb, who drafted 
Clause 4, wrote that “The best 
safeguard against ‘Bolshevism’ 
is a strong Labour Party 
in parliament, voicing the 
discontent”.

So for the first time Labour 
was able to adopt socialism 
without fear of damaging its 
electoral chances.

The irony was that it had 
been pushed by people such as 
Henderson who had previously 
argued strongly against it.

In later decades socialism 
once more became seen as an 
electoral liability—leading to 
the right’s assault on Clause 4 
and its eventual abolition.

Socialist Worker stood 
with all those who wanted to 
defend it. 

The talk about reinstating 
it is a welcome sign that 
Labour has once more been 
pushed to the left.

But Labour’s commitment 
to socialism was never the 
result of the battle between 
left and right inside the party. 

It was a product of the 
class struggle taking place 
outside Labour.
You can read the whole of 
our Socialists and Labour 
series online bit.ly/2btZQNj

LABOUR CLAIM to be radical was based on Clause Four 

Henderson 
wanted to build 
Labour as an 
alternative to 
revolution

‘‘ 

SOCIALISTS 
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 Fight cuts—don’t implement them
 by RAYMIE KIERNAN

BRISTOL CITY Council 
plans to axe one sixth of its 
workforce in a bid to plug 
gaps in its budget.

Labour mayor Marvin 
Rees was elected in May in 
a revolt against the previous 
cuts-imposing mayor. He now 
plans £43 million of cuts by 
April 2017.

Labour councils’ cuts are 
causing the party problems. 
Its supporters are sick of aus-
terity.

Some 600 posts and 
£21 million were already 
axed in Bristol in 2014, 
according to Steve Craw-
shaw, branch secretary of 
Bristol Unison union.

He is “dismayed” at the 
announcement of another 
1,000 job cuts.

About half of these are to 
go by the end of September 
through voluntary redun-
dancy, according to Bristol 
Cable magazine. 

Anne Lemon, NUT union 
national executive member 
covering the Bristol area, 
told Socialist Worker, “These 

cuts are very deep and will be 
devastating. The unions need 
to mobilise opposition on the 
streets and build support 
among Labour members in 
Bristol who oppose the cuts.”

For another £60 million 
cuts by 2020, Rees has run a 
“budget conversation” to ask 
where the axe should fall.

Crawshaw called on him 
to show “real political leader-
ship” and demand the Tories 
“give us the funding we 
need”. Rees’ cabinet member 

for finance merely promised 
“more tough choices ahead.”

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has rightly denounced 
austerity. He could play a cru-
cial role by leading the fight 
for more council funding and 
against cuts.

Impose
Unfortunately most Labour 
councils meekly impose the 
Tories’ cuts. Some even cloak 
them in “progressive values”. 

Durham County Council 

says its plan to sack 2,700 
teaching assistants (TAs) and 
rehire them on worse con-
tracts is about equality.

The council claims that if 
it doesn’t attack the TAs—
mostly low paid women—it 
could face equal pay claims.

TAs face pay cuts up to 
23 percent. But the work-
ers, mostly Unison members, 
are fighting back and build-
ing rank and file organisation 
across Durham’s 270 schools. 

Agnessa stands to lose 

£3,500 a year. She told 
Socialist Worker, “The coun-
cil say this is not about 
money but many 
TAs believe it’s 
about austerity. 
The whole thing is 
just outrageous.”

It has caused 
a rift in Labour 
locally—and in 
the union.

One rank and 
file TA told Social-
ist Worker, “We 
think they are 
too close to coun-
cillors—we seem 
to be fighting the 
union as well as the coun-
cil.

“We always have to 
justify ourselves 
to them. We’ve 
even been told 

there is 

a ‘conflict of interest’ being 
a Unison steward and on the 

committee that 
fights for all TAs.

“We’re going 
to get sacked on 

31 December—
and we  want 
a strike before 
then, not after 
we’re sacked like 
the union did in 
Derby.”

The council is 
holding an extraor-
dinary meeting on 
14 September. If it 
hasn’t backed down 
by then, the union 

should ballot the 
TAs to strike. As 
Agenssa said, 
“The union is 
not there to do 
us favours—we 
pay for them to 
represent us. 
We’re going to 
keep fighting.”

The ques-
tion is how to 
resist the cuts, 
not which party 

gets to imple-
ment them.

JEREMY CORBYN with Bristol’s new Labour mayor Marvin Rees

Teaching assistants in Durham
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Black Lives Matter takes 
politics back into Carnival  
Notting Hill Carnival’s roots lie in fighting racism, but it’s become corporate 
and heavily policed. Alistair Farrow spoke to Carnival-goers and activists  

OVER ONE million people 
attended this year’s Notting 

Hill Carnival in west London over 
the bank holiday weekend.

It is the biggest event of its kind in 
Europe, but its 1959 roots are more 
radical than its corporate sponsors 
would like. 

The first “carnival”— organised by 
black Marxist Claudia Jones—was a 
defiant response to the racists that 
attacked Notting Hill the year before. 

One of her friends said that she 
“was at her best when there was trou-
ble! To see her in action was to be 
inspired”.

But these radical roots have been 
diluted over the years, explained 
local anti-racist Moyra Samuels. “The 
key thing about Carnival these days is 
the corporate sponsorship—it’s about 
making businesses,” she told Socialist 
Worker. 

Local food stalls 
are being priced out 
though, with the most 
expensive pitches now 
costing £900.

Struggling
“It’s more about making 
money than when I 
started going,” said 
Moyra. “People are strug-
gling to find the money to 
put into the masquerade and 
the floats. 

“It takes all year to organise, 
but people are expected to vol-
unteer and do it for free.”

But Black Lives Matter activists 
joined it this year to put some politics 
back into Carnival. 

Itamar told Socialist Worker, 
“People have taken it very well and 
have brought up their own issues.

“Someone from the carnival 

committee came up and talked about 
how they’re having their own prob-
lems with the policing of the event.”

There were over 400 total arrests 
over the course of the event. 

The right wing press likes to 
whip up stories about “violence” at 
Carnival while ignoring the context. 

Moyra said, “The issue is that wher-
ever people are trying to get through 
the police block off the pavements.

Aggravated
“They take up more space than they 
need and people get aggravated.”

Cops block off whole streets while 
people are crushed on the other side 
of the barriers. 

When asked why the road was 
blocked one copper gave the inspired 
response, “Because there’s a metal 
barrier here.”

The actions of the police do not 
prevent violence—they create the 
conditions for it. The increased police 
presence at Carnival and their “crowd 
control” methods simply make condi-
tions unbearable for people.

Perhaps that experience of routine 
harrassment is another 
reason Black Lives 
Matter activists get 
a hearing when they 
talk about challeng-
ing police violence and 

racism.
“People agree 

with the fun-
d a m e n t a l 
i s sues  that 

we raise about 
the racist use of 
stop and search 
laws and about 
deaths in cus-
t ody , ”  s a id 
Itamar.

PROTESTERS IN Birmingham  Pictures: socialist Worker

Stand up to police who kill
NEARLY ONE third 
of the 27 people shot 

dead by the police since 
2004 were from black 
and minority ethnic 
backgrounds, according 
to the Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC).

The IPCC doesn’t 
count all deaths after 
arrest—in particular not those 
where police restrain someone.

But the Inquest charity does. Its 
figures show that 10 percent of 
the 1,563 people who have died 
after police contact since 1991 
were black.

Former Aston Villa football 
player Dalian Atkinson died in 

August after police 
tasered him in Telford. 

His case has been 
referred to the IPCC. But 
this toothless watchdog 
is part of a system rigged 
against families seeking 
justice for loved ones 
killed by police. 

Dalian’s nephew 
Fabian was right to warn 

that the case could be “pushed 
under the carpet”.  

That’s why Black Lives Matter 
activists were set to protest 
outside the IPCC in central 
London this Friday. 
Protest—Justice for Dalian Atkinson 
Friday 2 August, 6pm, IPCC, 90 High 
Holborn, London WC1V 6BH

Sit-in demands answers
THE JUSTICE for Kingsley 
Burrell campaign occupied the 

building that houses Birmingham’s 
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 
offices last Friday.

They demanded charges be 
brought against the police officers 
involved in Kingsley’s death.

Kingsley called the police after 
feeling at risk on 27 March 2011. 
He was detained under Section  
136 of the Mental Health Act— 
72 hours later he was dead.

Police were called to the mental 
health unit where he was being 
held, forcefully restrained him and 
wrapped his head in a blanket. 

The CPS decided in 2014 that 
there was “insufficient evidence” 

to prosecute anyone. The next 
year the IPCC called on the CPS to 
review its decision. 

This followed an inquest that 
found the restraint “contributed” to 
Kingsley’s death.

Despite this, they are still 
waiting for a decision. His sister 
Kadisha Brown-Burrell told 
Socialist Worker, “We’re supposed 
to have a fair platform across the 
board but we don’t. 

“When it comes to the CPS 
making a decision it’s based on the 
findings of the inquest and if the 
inquest doesn’t give a verdict then 
they don’t prosecute. The system is 
rigged.”
Longer report at bit.ly/2bX9pGu

Kingsley Burrell

Clinton
‘I SUPPORT Black 

Lives Matter, but 
Indian lives matter too 
and people fleeing war 
in Syria and Iraq. Let’s 
fight for everyone’s right 
to come here.

Everyone wants to 
listen to Jamaican 
music. But when it 
comes to supporting 
people who want 
to come here the 
government doesn’t 
want to know.

It costs thousands of 
pounds to come here. 
Now Theresa May wants 
people to be earning 
tens of thousands a year 
just to stay.”

Celine
‘THERE’S racism in 

the way that the 
police treat Carnival 
compared to events like 
Glastonbury festival, 
where there’s just as 
much crime going on.

There’s a stigma and 
prejudice in how they 
treat black people. It 
makes people get angry, 
especially when they’re 
not causing trouble.”

Jeremy 
‘YOU DON’T get a 

sense of freedom 
any more at Carnival.
Every year the police 
are restricting it more 
and more. The roads 
are getting tighter and 
tighter, it’s like they’re 
herding cattle.”

Speak out

Moyra Samuels

Dalian Atkinson

Socialist Worker  31 August 2016
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IN BRIEF 

Ready for sequel to 
Ritzy pay dispute  
CINEMA WORKERS in south 
London were set to announce 
a strike ballot result as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press. 

Members of the Bectu 
union at the Ritzy cinema in 
Brixton are demanding the 
London Living Wage.

A fight for the living wage 
at the Ritzy in 2014 ended 
after 13 strike days. Workers 
won a pay increase but did 
not secure their full demands.

Pru workers won’t 
accept outsourcing
UNITE UNION members at 
Prudential in Reading have 
voted by 97 percent for 
industrial action to save jobs.

The insurance firm wants 
to outsource 81 workers 
dealing with insurance 
payments to Mumbai, India. 
Prudential calls this work 
“Project Jupiter”. 

Workers were set to start 
boycotting work relating to 
Project Jupiter this week.

Journalists vote  
as workloads soar
JOURNALISTS WORKING for 
Newsquest newspapers in 
south London are balloting for 
strikes over low staffing and 
high workloads

A well supported walkout 
last year saw journalists strike 
for nine consecutive days. 

The strikers won the 
London Living Wage for 
trainee reporters, but a 
damaging restructure and job 
cuts went ahead. 

Put extra pressure 
on the Housing Act
HOUSING ACTIVISTS are 
set to hold a protest outside 
parliament next week in 
opposition to the Housing Act. 

MPs return for a week from 
their holidays and activists 
are using the opportunity to 
put them under pressure. 
Some councils in London are 
now openly opposing the Act. 

Parts of it require 
secondary legislation for 
some of its measures to come 
into effect. This means more 
debates in parliament.  
lProtest, Wednesday  
7 September, 11am, Old Palace 
Yard, SW1P 3JY

Pride confronts  
bigotry and racism  
THOUSANDS OF LGBT+ 
people and their supporters 
joined the annual Pride 
march in Manchester last 
Saturday. 

The LGBT+ Supports 
Refugees and Migrants group 
and Stand Up to Racism 
Manchester led a lively anti-
racist bloc. 

In a powerful show of unity 
against homophobia and 
racism, the bloc was joined by 
a number of LGBT+ Muslims.

Other activists lay in the 
road to stop a police float 
from joining the parade in 
protest at the treatment of 
trans prisoners.

Walkout in Swindon 
makes bosses retreat
by NICK CLARK

AN UNOFFICIAL walkout by 
postal workers in Swindon 
forced bosses to reinstate a 
suspended union rep last week.

Members of the CWU 
union at Swindon’s Dorcan 
sorting office took action on 
Wednesday of last week after 
bosses suspended union rep 
Chris Rye. 

As many as 1,000 workers 
at other offices across Swindon 
walked out in solidarity.

Chris had spoken out over 
claims that another worker’s 
sick pay had been stopped. 
Bosses responded by accusing 
him of bullying. 

Reinstate
But they were quickly forced to 
reinstate him after the workers 
struck. An investigation into 
the allegations is still to go 
ahead.

Richard from the CWU 
South West No.7 branch 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
agreement was that the 
suspension would be lifted 
and they will be looking into 
the bullying and harassment 
claims.”

Richard added that the 
walkout followed long-running 

complaints that managers had 
been bullying workers.

He said, “The feeling is 
quite strong across the whole 
area. There’s an intimidating 
and bullying management 
style.”

He also said that managers 
had not been complying with a 
number of national agreements 
between Royal Mail and the 
CWU.

One worker said, “Enough 
is enough. They have treated 
people badly for so long and 
now they go and suspend Chris 
for no reason. It’s ridiculous.”

CWU rep Steve Cox said, 
“We have had seven or eight 
different managers in the 
past two years, which is far 

too many, and there has been 
an awful lot of bullying and 
harassment.”

Complaints of bosses 
bullying workers are 
commonplace in Royal Mail 
offices across Britain.

Managers are trying to 
force heavier workloads onto 
workers, such as taking on 
more deliveries.

The walkout also comes 
as Royal Mail is preparing an 
assault on workers’ pensions. 
The CWU has said it could 
ballot for strikes over the 
attack.

The Swindon walkout shows 
that unofficial action can stop 
bullying bosses—and that 
workers are willing to fight.

FURTHER EDUCATION support workers want decent pay Picture: GlasGow city unison

Cleaners want to sweep 
out low pay at tax office
CLEANERS IN HM Revenue 
and Customs (HMRC) offices 
in Merseyside are set to 
escalate their pay fight with 
three days of strikes next 
week.

The members of the 
PCS union plan to strike 
next Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday against cuts to 
their working hours. This 
follows a two-day strike in 
July.

Bosses at outsourcer ISS 
cut the cleaners’ hours in 
response to the minimum 
wage being increased to the 
Tories’ “living wage” rate of 
£7.20 an hour.

This is the fourth time ISS 
have cut hours. 

It means some cleaners 
cannot claim Working 
Families Tax Credit because 

they are no longer working at 
least 30 hours a week.
lSend messages of support to 
NWRC@pcs.org.uk Donate to 
the cleaners’ strike fund at  
bit.ly/2c75dok 

nSecurity guards working at 
Met Police offices have voted 
to strike over pay.

The PCS union 
members are employed by 
outsourcer Engie, which 
provides security at central 
communications command 
centres where emergency 
calls are handled.

The strike vote comes 
after Engie offered a 1.6 
percent pay offer. 

Years of low offers mean 
that some workers will have 
seen a pay increase of just 
£1.09 an hour in nine years.

FURTHER EDUCATION

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 

Support staff 
set for battle
FURTHER education (FE) 
support workers held a 
protest outside pay talks with 
Scotland’s college bosses in 
Glasgow last Thursday. 

Workers voted 83 percent 
for strikes after bosses 
awarded lecturers a flat rate 
rise of £450 but only offered 
some support workers £230. 

The Unison union members 
were joined in their protest 
by EIS-Fela lecturers’ union 
members. Support workers 
want parity with lecturers. 

Lecturers won a big rise 
after a one-day strike, a 
programme of extended 
strikes and determined  
political campaigning.

POSTAL WORKERS 

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

RESIDENTS OF the 
Cressingham Gardens estate 
in Tulse Hill, south London, 
have won the right to a 
second judicial review into 
the council’s decision to 
knock down the estate. 

The council’s plan would 
cost £110 million and would 
mean the demolition of large 
parts of the estate. 

The plan also includes 
the formation of a special 
purpose vehicle, a part-
privately owned company, to 
take over the development 
following the demolition.

The first judicial review 
into the redevelopment 
found that the council had 
dismissed alternative plans 
put forward by residents 
unfairly. The council then 
went on with their plans, 
disregarding residents’ 

THE STRIKE spread from one office to several others

concerns and the ruling.
Five other estates 

in Lambeth are up for 
redevelopment and residents 
have been fighting back 
against all of them.

If successful, the judicial 
review could bring the 
council’s plans to a halt and 
could have repercussions for 
the other campaigns across 
the borough. 

 New hope for Cressingham 
Gardens housing campaign 

Cressingham protestPOST OFFICE  

POST OFFICE workers are 
waiting to hear what action 
will be called following their 
83 percent vote for strikes. 

CWU union members 
working at Post Office 
counters, and in the 
admin and supply chain 
sectors, could strike by the 
middle of September. 

The ballot was in response 
to a series of announcements 

this year of cuts to jobs, 
services and pensions.

The scale of the attacks 
is also likely to have 
severe implications for 
union representation. 

The union has warned 
that the Post Office is on 
the path to extinction and 
has said the government 
must now intervene to 
halt privatisation and 

closures. Sixty of the largest 
Post Office branches are 
being “franchised”. 

This involves closing the 
branch, paying existing 
staff to leave and high 
street retailers providing 
an alternative service in 
their own premises. 

Typically this means 
bringing in new staff in part-
time minimum wage roles.
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RAILWAYS

GTR workers hope strike 
won’t face cancellations
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

UNIONS ARE opening a second 
front against the Tories’ favour-
ite rail firm, Govia Thameslink 
Railway (GTR). It runs the ailing 
Southern railway franchise as well 
as Thameslink, Great Northern and 
Gatwick Express.

Station staff across the GTR 
empire are set to strike for 24 hours 
on Wednesday of next week. They 
join train guards on Southern who 
had already called a two-day strike 
from that date. They are RMT union 
members.

The station staff are fighting ticket 
office cutbacks and a major shake-up 
of stations. GTR wants to close ticket 
offices or limit them to morning peak 
hours only at 83 of its stations.

It is also introducing a new multi-
functional role of “station host”. 
These workers will be expected to 
sell tickets, help passengers with 
ticket machines, operate the barri-
ers and take on cleaning and security 
duties—all in the same shift.

RMT estimates this will cut at least 
130 jobs.

 “This is just the first phase of the 
company’s plan,” the union said. 
“Dispatchers and barrier staff will 
also be affected by the company’s cost 
cutting measures in the near future.”

This is part of what GTR bosses 
and the Tories call “modernisation”. 

So is getting rid of train guards 
and extending driver only operation 
(DOO), which provoked the strikes 
on Southern. In this increasingly 

bitter dispute, bosses want rid of the 
guards and refuse to negotiate on 
anything but their plans.

Southern passenger services direc-
tor Alex Foulds said his mind is 
“open” only “to all options that lead 
to the implementation of our pro-
posal” to get rid of train guards.

The last strike was suspended 
midway through for talks “without 

preconditions” that collapsed within 
days.

Many union activists believed it 
was wrong to suspend action with no 
real gains.

One told Socialist Worker he was 
“totally against” doing the same again 
as it will make the union “look weak”. 
Another said, “I hope they don’t 
repeat the previous mistake again.”

DELIVERY WORKERS

SOUTHERN GUARDS picketing before the previous strike was suspended

Why is there 
still no word 
against Abellio 
from the SNP?
RAIL WORKERS and supporters 
are gearing up to protest at 
the Scottish parliament in 
Holyrood, Edinburgh, during first 
minister’s questions on Thursday 
8 September.

The RMT union organised the 
demonstration. It is calling for 
the Scottish National Party (SNP) 
government to intervene in its 
dispute with Abellio Scotrail.

Scotrail still wants drivers to 
take responsibility for dispatching 
trains, undermining safety and the 
role of train guards.

Strikes planned this month 
were suspended for talks with 
bosses but no agreement has 
been reached on the 
crucial issue of who 
dispatches the train.
lDemonstration—Keep 
the guard on the train. 
Thursday 8 September. 
Meet at 11am outside 
Edinburgh Waverley 
Station, Market 
Street entrance

SCOTRAIL

DISABLED PEOPLE

We want 
rights not 
games, say 
activists
TO COINCIDE with the 
Paralympic Games, Disabled 
People Against Cuts has 
called a week of action 
leading up to its conference. 
Events include:

lSun 4 Sept 
Art4Rights

THIS EXHIBITION highlights 
the impact of austerity 
on disabled people, in 
association with the PCS 
union’s culture section.

It will pop up both at a 
location in central London 
and online at art4rightsdpac.
wordpress.com from 2pm.

lMon 5 Sept 
Independent Living

CAMPAIGNERS MARK a 
year since the closure of the 
Independent Living Fund.

A meeting in the House 
of Commons at 2pm will 
launch a report by Inclusion 
London into the impact of the 
closure.

To book a place 
contact ellen.clifford@
inclusionlondon.org.uk

Then pop-up street 
theatre will pay tribute to 
independent living. 

Meet outside parliament 
from 8pm.

lTue 6 Sept
Rights Not Games

NATIONWIDE DAY of action 
with local protests against 
the many different cuts and 
attacks disabled people face. 

For details of your nearest 
protest go to bit.ly/2c0huIR

lWed 7 Sept
Cuts Kill

REMEMBER THE victims 
of welfare reform and tell 
Theresa May the deaths must 
stop as prime minister’s 
questions returns after the 
summer recess.

Meet outside Downing St 
at 12 noon. Bring white 
flowers. Mourning dress 
optional.

lThur 8 Sept
Online action

RIGHTS NOT Games virtual 
protest. For details go to  
bit.ly/2c359T3

lSat 10 Sept
Global Resistance

Dpac’s conference brings 
activists from Canada, 
Greece, Ireland, Bulgaria and 
Germany as well as shadow 
chancellor and long-time 
Dpac supporter Labour’s 
John McDonnell.

For more info or to book, 
contact mail@dpac.uk.net

First minister
Nicola Sturgeon
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Uber Eats riders summon picket line solidarity at the tap of a button
by ALISTAIR FARROW

DELIVERY RIDERS for Uber 
Eats struck last Friday 
against bosses’ attempt to 
cut their pay to £3.22 per 
delivery.

At slow periods this would 
put some workers on as little 
as £3.22 an hour. Strikers 
demand the London Living 
Wage of £9.40 an hour.

The riders deliver food 
from restaurants to people’s 
houses on their bikes. The 
company regards them as 
self-employed.

When Uber started doing 
a delivery service riders 
were told that they would 
be on £12 to £15 an hour. 
But once they had grabbed 
a large share of the market 
they began to drop the rate.

So drivers took a leaf from 
the recipe book of Deliveroo 
workers who struck and won 

in August. They picketed the 
firm’s south London offices 
and plan to continue the 
strikes every Friday.

Nadir told Socialist 
Worker, “We started striking 
yesterday and we’re still in 
the process of organising.”

Uber’s model isolates 
drivers from each other. 
“The company logs you on 
and sends you out, they 
don’t give anyone training,” 
one rider explained.

Tinseltown
But riders turned the tables 
by using special offers on 
Uber’s app to call other 
workers down to the picket 
line and talk to them about 
joining the strike.

Pickets rode together to 
Tinseltown, a restaurant that 
uses the service, and held a 
noisy protest to disrupt its 
business.

Management attempts 

to wear workers down only 
strengthened their resolve. 

Bosses tried to get drivers 
to come in from the picket 
line and talk individually. 
Drivers refused, demanding 
they negotiate collectively.

Workers have received 
anonymous phone calls 
asking for the details of 
strike leaders. One worker, 
Imran, has had his app 
suspended. This effectively 
amounts to the sack.

“I’m afraid but I’m 
standing up for our human 
rights,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “When humans 
unite it’s a strong power, 
which Uber refuses to 
acknowledge.”

With unity and militant 
action the workers can win—
and they know it. Nadir said, 
“We’ll see in the next few 
weeks. Once their profits 
get hurt badly maybe they’ll 
start thinking of us.” RIDERS PICKETING the Uber offices  Picture: Guy Smallman
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LABOUR RIGHT 
STEP UP PURGE
by NICK CLARK 

THOUSANDS OF Labour 
members have had their 
party membership sus-
pended as part of a bid by 
the right to steal the leader-
ship election.

Labour shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell said party 
officials were carrying out 
a “rigged purge of Jeremy 
Corbyn supporters”. 

His comments came after 
several Labour Party members 
complained about receiving 
letters telling them that they 
had been suspended. 

Many have been singled 
out for comments made on 
Twitter or for previously sup-
porting other parties.

Rejected 
One member was told their 
application was rejected 
because “you declared your 
support for the Green Party 
on social media in June 
2015”. 

Surely the Labour Party 
ought to welcome those 
who have previously backed 
another party but now want 
to back Corbyn?

Another member was told 

they had made “inappropri-
ate comments on Twitter on 
13 January 2013”.

Labour has even suspended 
Ronnie Draper, general sec-
retary of the Labour-affiliated 
Bfawu union.  

Draper, who has been in 
the party for 40 years, was 

suspended last Thursday due 
to comments he made on 
Twitter. He said he planned 
to “challenge my suspension 
robustly”. 

He added, “I am extremely 
concerned that suspensions 
and bans are being imposed 
in a politically motivated way. 

“The only explanation I 
have been given is that this is 
something to do with an uni-
dentified tweet I have posted. 
I am now blocked from attend-
ing Labour Party meetings, 
annual conference and voting 
in the leadership election.”

Other suspended members 

include Theresa Rollinson, 
who helped lead the 90-day 
Care UK strike in 2014. 
Former miner John Dunn, 
who is part of the Orgreave 
Truth and Justice Campaign, 
has also been suspended.

McDonnel l  descr ibed 
Draper’s suspension “by 

Labour Party officials” as 
“shocking”.

Corbyn has written to the 
party’s general secretary Iain 
McNicol to raise “concerns 
about whether members are 
being treated in a consistent 
and proportionate manner”.

Clean-out
The Labour right hope the 
clean-out of members will 
narrow the gap between 
Corbyn and his challenger 
Owen Smith. 

Some Labour MPs last 
week released figures from 
their own private polling, 
which they claim shows 
Smith is catching up. 

But Corbyn’s election cam-
paign rolled on with large 
rallies last week. 

They included places 
such as traditionally Tory-
supporting Chelmsford, 
and Dundee where Labour 
lost support to the Scottish  
National Party after the inde-
pendence referendum in 
2014.

The Labour right are fear-
ful of the party’s membership, 
which still backs Corbyn. 

Their solution is to carve 
their own members out of 
the party.

LEADER JEREMY Corbyn (above) and shadow chancellor John McDonnell have hit out at the right’s dirty tricks

Owen Smith loves the EU—just not EU migrants
LABOUR leadership 
challenger Owen Smith 
attacked left wing 
leader Jeremy Corbyn 
over the result of the 
European Union (EU) 
referendum at a leadership 
hustings last week.

He claimed that Corbyn 
was “happy” about the 
result of the referendum 
and suggested he may 
have secretly voted Leave.

Establishment 
Corbyn had been a long-
standing opponent of the 
EU—and a large part of 
the Leave vote represented 
a desire to give the 
establishment a kicking. 

Yet Corbyn officially 
campaigned to Remain 
in the EU in a bid 

to compromise with 
the Labour right. 

Many of his supporters 
see the EU as a defender 
of migrants’ and workers’ 
rights. Smith has tried 
to undercut Corbyn by 
pitching left in a bid to 
sap away some of his 

supporters. His attack 
over the EU referendum 
was part of that.

But Smith also has 
to prove to the Labour 
right that he can be 
a “credible” leader—
which means “listening” 
to people’s “concerns” 

over immigration.
He used a TV interview 

last week to claim that 
schools in his area were 
under pressure from 
“significant numbers into 
South Wales of people 
fleeing the Middle East”.

Yet figures show that 
the idea that migrants 
are putting pressure on 
schools in Rhondda Cynon 
Taf (RCT) is nonsense.

There were more 
than 700 surplus places 
in RCT secondary 
schools and more than 
400 in primaries. 

Just two percent of 
people living in RCT were 
born outside Britain—a 
figure which is falling.
Can Jeremy Corbyn’s plans 
work? Read pages 10 and 11

Jeremy Corbyn, 
Labour and the fight 
for socialism

A Socialist Worker pamphlet by  
Charlie Kimber  £3

Order yours 
today from  
020 7840 5600 or 
aidenl@swp.org.uk
 

Smith hopes to win young Corbyn supporters by backing the EU 
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