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LABOUR

Jeremy Corbyn 
must confront 
right wingers
JEREMY CORBYN will 
almost certainly be re-elected 
Labour leader on Saturday.

His victory will be a reason 
to celebrate.

But wrangling over the 
shadow cabinet and whether 
there can be “unity” between 
left and right looked set to 
dominate the Labour Party 
conference.
>>Pages 4,5,14&15

STRIKE 
Junior doctors 
can beat back 
Jeremy Hunt

THE BATTLELINES in 
the fight to defend the 
NHS have been drawn.

Junior doctors plan three 
five-day walkouts in the run-
up to Christmas.

They are fighting Tory 
health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt’s imposition of a 
dangerous new contract—
and need solidarity.
>>Page 20

NUCLEAR POWER

Trade unions back 
deadly energy at 
Hinkley Point
THE DECISION to build a 
new nuclear power plant at 
Hinkley Point is a disaster for 
safety, the environment and 
workers’ living standards. 
>>Page 6

 LET’S TURN 
THE TIDE ON 
THE  TORIES
JEREMY CORBYN is likely to win 
the Labour leadership election 
when the results are announced 
this Saturday.

His win won’t just be a huge vic-
tory for the left inside the Labour 
Party. It will be a victory for every-
one who wants an alternative to the 
politics of racism, austerity and war.

The battle doesn’t end here. For 
a start, Corbyn’s enemies inside 
Labour aren’t going to just throw in 
the towel. 

They are already laying the ground-
work for a fresh assault—there can 

be no unity 
with them. 
But there is a 
bigger f ight—
the one against 
the Tories. It’s been 
reported that Corbyn 
will put Labour on an “elec-
tion footing” if he wins. Some 
believe that Tory prime minister  
Theresa May could call a snap 
general election next year.

Turning the tide against 
the Tories—and the Labour 
right—will take more than  

just an election campaign.
We need to take the enthusi-

asm generated by Corbyn—and the 
anger we all feel about the right’s 
attacks—and turn it into the kind 
of serious resistance that can topple 
the government. 

The People’s Assembly demonstra-
tion outside the Tory’s conference  
in Birmingham next week is the best 
place to start.

March on the Tories, Sun 2 October, 
11:30am, Victoria Sq, Birmingham. 
Called by Midlands TUC and the 
People’s Assembly

HUGE SUPPORT FOR CORBYN
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lWANT TO get ahead with your 
Xmas shopping? Troublemaker 

is here to help with a very unusual 
gift idea—and it’s a bargain too.

You can now buy a mug pictur-
ing the famous Foreign Office cat 
Palmerston, or @diplomog, for just 
£6.50. 

No one will be expecting that on 
Christmas day.

Market forces can’t contain   
cargo chaos death match
THE MARKET is a wonderful thing. 

The container shipping industry has 
over 50,000 merchant ships registered 
in more than 150 countries. They carry 
as many as 16,000 20ft containers at 
a time and carry about 90 percent of 
global trade. 

South Korea’s Hanjin Shipping, the 
world’s seventh largest container car-
rier, controlled a fleet of 141 ships. 
They were worth around £1.35 billion 
and transported more than 100 million 
tons of cargo a year. 

It went bust earlier this year. A 
decade ago tanker freight rates were in 
the region of £35 a metric tonne, but 
this year it dropped as low as £4.

In the face of crippling oversupply 
some 200 unused container ships idle 
at anchor around the world.

In addition there are now an esti-
mated 400,000 containers stranded on 
Hanjin vessels, holding goods worth  
£11 billion.

Happily Hanjin’s collapse has lifted 
prices in the market.

One broker explained, “If you’re a 

ship builder and you have cash, what 
are you going to do with it? You’ll build 
more ships—it’s what they do.

“They just keep slitting each other’s 
throats with lower rates.  

“They’re building larger and larger 

ships to increase their capacity so they 
can cut costs, but with each larger vessel 
ordered they’re making the market 
worse. 

“For at least the last five years it’s 
been a fight to the death.” 

lUKIP’S NEIL Hamilton is doing 
a good job of keeping the 

crisis-ridden party in the news. 
The Ukip group leader of the 

Welsh Assembly last week discussed 
Labour’s electoral prospects at 
the next general election.

“Labour are going to suffer a 
holocaust,” said Hamilton. “And I’m 
looking forward to the blood-letting.”

May makes a mess 
of grammars plan
ONLY ONE in three 
people in England back 
Theresa May’s plans for 
new grammar schools, 
according to a poll for 
The Times newspaper.

It found that just  
34 percent backed the plan. 
Some 25 percent wanted 
grammar schools closed. 

The Times conceded, 
“Mrs May’s 
initial efforts 
to win over 
the country do 
not seem to 
have worked.

“Support 
for grammars 
and academic 
selection was 
38 percent in 
early August, 
before the 

plans were set out.”

l A MATHS quiz for 
students at one of 

England’s oldest grammar 
schools included a bizarre 
attack on gay marriage.

Boys at the Royal 
Grammar School in High 
Wycombe were asked to 
calculate the percentage 
of adults in a town who 

were married.
The question 

told them to 
assume “each 
marriage is 
between one 
man and one 
woman, as God 
intended”.

A retired 
teacher set 
the quiz. 

The head 

Orgreave---police 
are the real victims
PITY THE poor 
police officers who 
can’t seriously injure 
people and frame 
them for riot without 
there being a fuss.

The idea of a public 
inquiry into the Battle 
of Orgreave, where 
police did exactly that 
to striking miners, has 
wound a few people up. 

The National 
Association of 
Retired Police 
Officers 
(Narpo) is 
particularly 
aggrieved.

“Our 
members 
are feeling 
vulnerable,” 

whined Narpo boss 
Steve Edwards. 

“Quite a lot of them 
are elderly now and 
we are concerned 
about their welfare.” 
Shame. Support the 
calls for an inquiry— 
see lead letter page 9 
and go to otjc.org.uk

lIT HAS emerged 
that rubbish train 

company Southern has 
been shortlisted for 

awards for its 
“hard work and 
community 
dedication”, 
including a  
Passengers 
Matter 

accolade.

Bank was 
wrong over 
Leave panic
WAS PANIC whipped 
up over the alleged dire 
economic consequences 
of a vote to leave the 
European Union? It seems 
so.

The Bank of England 
last week admitted it had 
been too negative about 
the financial impact of a 
Leave vote.

Recent minutes from a 
Bank of England meeting 
said, “A number of 
indicators of near-term 
economic activity have 
been somewhat stronger 
than expected.”

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker
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020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW@

Hamilton predicts a holocaust

A good education

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I get nothing’
Tory Jeffrey Archer 
bemoaning sales of counterfeit 
copies of his books in India

‘District Judge 
Roscoe is in 
effect condoning 
anarchy’
Chris Roycroft-Davis of 
the Daily Express newspaper 
on the lack of jail sentences 
for Black Lives Matter airport 
protesters

‘Marxist 
McDonnell’
The Times newspaper with 
an exclusive expose of shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell

‘I’m a Marxist’
McDonnell in 2013

‘Scargill and 
his thugs held 
a mass, violent 
picket’
Tory Lord Tebbit on the 
Battle of Orgreave

‘There are 
massive amounts 
of egalitarian 
spite now. 
Everyone is 
terribly anti the 
upper classes. 
We could even 
have a revolution’
Jilly Cooper, author 

‘Crime 
associated with 
Romanians’
New Ukip leader Diane James 

THAT SINKING feeling

Payday loan 
to payback 
LEGAL LOAN shark CFO 
has been forced to repay 
£35 million for a catalogue 
of wrongdoings.

The company took 
money from its customers’ 
bank accounts without 
permission, charged them 
more than they owed, and 
sent them threatening 
letters.

The Financial Conduct 
Authority (FCA) described 
the firm’s “serious failings” 
as “unfair behaviour”.

CFO Lending will have 
to pay an average of about 
£360 each to 97,000 
customers.

The repayments will 
consist of £31.9 million of 
debts being written off, 
and cash refunds of  
£2.9 million.

STREETING’S 
BLEATINGS
Wes Streeting is nominally 
a Labour MP. This is an 
occasional series on his 
wisdom
lBrother Wes responded 
to talk of peace in the 
Labour Party with, 
“Corbyn can’t lead an 
effective opposition”.  
lWes bleated, “You 
have to have a Shadow 
Chancellor and a 
Shadow Treasury team 
that are credible. John 
McDonnell has been on 
camera, two years ago, 
calling himself a Marxist 
and welcoming the 
financial crash. That is 
not credible.”



SCOTLAND
 Anti-racist  
 campaign  
 is launched
THERE WAS standing room 
only at Stand Up To Racism’s 
(SUTR) Scotland launch 
conference in Glasgow last 
Saturday.

The speakers and the new 
steering committee reflected 
a wide range of support. 

These included leading 
figures from the Scottish 
TUC, EIS union, Sheku Bayoh 
justice campaign, Glasgow 
Campaign to Welcome 
Refugees, Unite Against 
Fascism and others.

Labour and Scottish 
National Party MEPs and 
people from the Green Party 
and Solidarity also took part. 

So did “Glasgow Girl” 
refugee campaigner Amal 
Azzudin and human rights 
lawyer Aamer Anwar.

There was a very serious 
discussion of the challenges 
anti-racists face in the wake 
of recent violent attacks (see 
pages 10&11). 

Complacent
We cannot be complacent in 
Scotland.

There was shock that Nazi 
group National  
Action had collected for 
exclusively white homeless 
people in Glasgow—and that 
police will allow them to 
continue.

Activists pledged to 
keep up the annual SUTR 
demonstrations on United 
Nations anti-racism day in 
March.

They vowed to build a 
Scotland-wide campaign 
against the building of new 
detention facilities to replace 
Dungavel.

The next step will be 
building SUTR meetings 
locally including on housing 
estates and in colleges.
Talat Ahmed

 Tens of thousands march  
 to say refugees welcome
by DAVE SEWELL

UP TO 20,000 people from across 
Britain marched through cen-
tral London last Saturday to say 
“refugees welcome”. Around 200 
people demonstrated in Leeds on 
the same day.

The London demonstration was 
called by a wide range of NGOs and 
campaigns, including Stand Up to 
Racism.

Jess, a doctor from Brighton, 
brought her children “to show that 
we should open the borders and 
accept people”.

IT support worker Alan said it 
was “immoral” that the government 
was ignoring “a huge humanitarian 
crisis”.

Bournemouth student Katie said 
she was “really disappointed at how 
shit the government has been” over 
the crisis.

The protest was called partly to 
pressure two summits of world lead-
ers on Monday and Tuesday (see 
page 17). 

But campaigners face resistance at 
every level.

Rose and Urvashi from north 
London are part of a campaign lob-
bying Labour-run Haringey coun-
cil to take in four Syrian families by 
Christmas.

Commitment
“It’s not a lot, but it’s a start,” said 
Rose. “Haringey has a lot of capacity 
for refugees but the council refuses to 
make any commitment.”

Urvashi added, “When we go out 
with our petition everyone is shocked 
the council won’t take any refugees. 
This is something everyone wants—
except the council.”

Some placards showed butterflies 
and Paddington Bear to symbolise 
migration. 

Others displayed defiant slogans 
such as “open the borders” and “no 

one is illegal”. Amnesty activists’ plac-
ards were covered in signatures from 
supporters in their area.

Some marchers drew attention to 
the role of Britain’s rulers’ wars in cre-
ating the refugee crisis.

Kat from the Campaign Against the 
Arms Trade said, “Big arms companies 
are fuelling wars. 

“And they’re often the same compa-
nies profiting from enforcing Europe’s 
borders.”

The march was smaller than last 
year’s, which was addressed by newly 
elected Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn. 

There was a tiny turnout from 
unions and the Labour Party. But its 
size showed the resilience of support 

for refugees. It came days after the 
latest death at Britain’s border in 
Calais, of a teenage boy trying to join 
his family in Britain.

At a closing rally seven year old 
Ahmed, who nearly suffocated in the 
back of a lorry escaping Calais last 
year, spoke through a translator. 

“Thank you all for trying to make a 
difference,” he said. 

“I am one of the lucky few, but I 
still feel for all the people stuck in the 
jungle and around the world.”

IN THIS WEEK

 1984
Police clash with 
miners in Maltby
POLICE targeted a 
mass picket of striking 
miners in Maltby, near 
Rotherham, on  
21 September 1984.

Over 6,000 miners 
faced police in riot gear.

At least two pickets 
and three cops were 
injured.

PART OF the 20,000-strong march for refugee rights in London  Picture: Guy Smallman 

More online
For a longer version of this article  
go to bit.ly/2cVM9aO

STAND UP
TO RACISM 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER
Speakers include Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn, 
journalist Owen Jones 
and Labour Lord Dubs 
For details and to register  
standuptoracism.org.uk 
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Thousands 
join rally in 
Birmingham 
JEREMY CORBYN held one of 
his final campaign rallies in 
Birmingham last Saturday. Some 
3,000 people rallied in support of 
him in the city. 

Pete Jackson is an activist with 
Birmingham People’s Assembly. 

He said people at the rally were 
“excited about the likelihood of him 
continuing as Labour leader”.

Corbyn also mentioned the 
national demonstration outside the 
Tory party conference which is set 
to take place in Birmingham on 
Sunday 2 October. 

Pete, who has been helping to 
organise the demonstration said, 
“There was a lot of enthusiasm at 
the rally for the demo.

“Lots and lots of people took 
bundles of leaflets away to spread 
the word.”

Flat-out
He added that activists were 
working flat out to build support 
for the demo, with just over two 
weeks to go.

“We’ve leafleted the Aston Villa 
matches, but we’re also targeting 
workplaces such as the council and 
civil service offices. We’re trying to 
reach everywhere.”

The march will take place just 
over a week after the leadership 
election—and coaches will be 
arriving from across Britain. 

It will be the first opportunity to 
turn the enthusiasm and radical 
mood generated by Corbyn’s 
campaign into action on the 
streets.

Owen Smith lashes out 
at left as he faces defeat
LABOUR LEADERSHIP challenger 
Owen Smith launched an 
attack on Jeremy Corbyn and 
his supporters in a speech last 
Friday. 

He said members of Labour 
left group Momentum were 
trying to “take control of the 
Labour Party bit by bit, seat by 
seat, fair and foul”.

He also said that Momentum 
was using Labour as a “host 
body, seeking to occupy it, 
hollow it out, until it’s outlived 
its usefulness, when you throw it 
aside like a dead husk”.

It came ahead of a Dispatches 
documentary on Momentum 
aired on Channel 4 on Monday. 

The documentary claimed to 
show “evidence” that Momentum 
was organising to deselect 
sitting Labour MPs. Labour MPs 
expressed outrage at the idea 
that party activists might try to 
hold them to account.

Smith also said that the final 
days of the election campaign 
were the last chance “to save the 
Labour Party”. It was a change 
from the conciliatory tone he has 

previously tried to adopt.
Smith’s attack was a desperate 

final attempt to beat Corbyn in 
the election. 

But the message was also that 
the right will continue to battle 
against Corbyn’s leadership—
even if he is elected for a second 
time.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

BRITISH BOMBS HELPED 
END CEASEFIRE IN SYRIA

 T   
HE SHAKY ceasefire 
in Syria has collapsed 
after just a week. British 
forces played their 
role in continuing the 

suffering of people in Syria.
The US, Britain, Australia and 

Denmark bombed Syrian regime 
troops in Deir al-Zour last 
Saturday. It’s a city held by dictator 
Bashar al-Assad’s regime, but 
surrounded by Isis territory.

US ambassador to the United 
Nations (UN) Samantha Power 
said soon after, “If we determine 
that we did indeed strike Syrian 
military personnel that was not 
our intention.” 

How very reassuring. In 
addition, it is clear that some top 
US military officials were wholly 
opposed to the ceasefire deal. 

Regime barrel bombs killed one 
child and nine adults in a rebel-
held southern town on Sunday. 
Then either Russian or regime 
planes pounded a Red Crescent 
convoy unloading food near 
Aleppo. 

The regime did the most killing, 
but Isis also continued to wage 
war throughout the ceasefire.

Russia summoned an 
emergency UN security council 
meeting after the Deir el-Zour 

attack.  The US called this a 
“stunt” then slammed Russia for 
perpetrating or allowing the Red 
Crescent attack.

The conflict in Syria risks 
pitting the armed forces of nuclear 
superpowers against each other.

It will get even worse if the 
Turkish army invades to join a US-
led offensive on Isis’ Syrian capital 
Raqqa.  That would offer Turkey’s 
government a convenient chance 
to roll its tanks over the Kurds in 
Rojava, northern Syria.

The Western-led coalition is 
pushing for the “envelopment” 
of Isis, closing in on Raqqa and its 
Iraqi stronghold Mosul. Targets 
close to these heavily populated 
cities are the main priority of 

Britain’s air force.
US president Barack Obama 

hopes the battle of Mosul could be 
fought before December.  The Iraqi 
army and sectarian Shia militias 
surrounded the Isis-held Sunni 
town of Shirqat this week.

Food there is running short. 
In Mosul competing Iraqi and 
Kurdish politicians are stirring 
up fears of “liberation” bringing 
revenge violence, ethnic cleansing, 
annexation or partition.

Even US and UN officials 
say the battle for the city could 
displace another million people. 
They could join the refugees 
fleeing Aleppo, where the regime 
is blocking aid to starve out rebel 
areas.

At a UN summit on Monday, 
prime minister Theresa May dared 
to dismiss the refugees she is 
locking out even as British bombs 
force more people to flee. 

Syria’s plight is tragic. Politicians 
will say that military intervention 
is the only viable action. 

But it is imperialism and 
counter-revolution that have set 
Syria alight. 

Alongside building solidarity 
for those escaping the flames, we 
must fight to stop our government 
pouring fuel on the fire.

BAND OF BIASED BROTHERS 
T WO MAJOR TV programmes 

attacking Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn and his 

supporters aired this week.
Channel 4’s Dispatches focused 

on Labour left group Momentum. 
Despite a reporter spending six 
months undercover, it revealed 
almost nothing. 

BBC’s Panorama saw several 
Corbyn critics dismiss him as out 
of touch. 

All of the mainstream media is 
biased against Corbyn, but their 
attacks point to a bigger issue. 

The mainstream media is biased 
towards supporting the status quo. 
It is infused with the opinions of 
the rich bosses who own it. 

Some papers are more overt 
than others, but they all share the 
same stereotypes. 

Think of how the prospect of 
junior doctors’ strikes are treated. 
The Daily Mail unashamedly 
attacks them for “putting patients’ 
lives at risk”.

But the Guardian also ran a 
lengthy article detailing opposition 
to a planned junior doctors’  

strike this month.
The media regularly discusses 

austerity as though it is inevitable. 
Voices of workers are heard 
much less than the opinions of 
“important” people and politicians.

For all the pretence of balance 
and objectivity the mainstream 
media takes the side of the 
privileged in society. 

Socialist Worker doesn’t 
pretend to be “neutral”. 

We are proudly and firmly 
on the side of working class and 
oppressed people. 

The confict in 
Syria risks pitting 
the armed forces 
of nuclear powers 
against each other

‘‘ 

 Corbyn has   
 to confront  
 right after  
 the election 
The Labour right will seize upon 
any olive branches as sticks to beat 
Jeremy Corbyn, writes Nick Clark 

WRANGLING OVER the shadow 
cabinet and whether there can 
be “unity” between left and right 
wingers looked set to dominate 
the Labour Party conference. 

Jeremy Corbyn is likely to be 
overwhelmingly re-elected Labour 
leader.

But the Labour right is already pre-
paring for a fresh attack on Corbyn 
after the results are announced at 
the conference in Liverpool this 
Saturday.

Corbyn has said he is prepared 
to try and make peace with some of 
those who are out to depose him. 

“I’m very keen on providing olive 
branches, and indeed a number of 
olive branches have been offered to 
me,” he said.

A number of Labour MPs who 
resigned from the shadow cabinet 
in an attempt to force Corbyn’s res-
ignation have suggested they could 
return if he wins.

Tipped
Labour right winger Dan Jarvis has 
also been tipped for a shadow cabi-
net post.

Yet others have said they will only 
return if the new shadow cabinet 
is elected by MPs and peers in the 
Parliamentary Labour Party (PLP). 

They want to be able to pack the 
shadow cabinet with MPs who will 

undermine Corbyn’s leadership at 
every turn.

Labour MP Lucy Powell all but 
confirmed this when she dismissed 
an alternative proposal from Corbyn 
that could also give party members 
a say. 

Reports suggest that Corbyn pre-
fers a system where a third of the 
shadow cabinet is chosen by the 
PLP, a third by the membership and 
a third appointed by the leader.

But Powell said this “misses the 
point”, adding that the PLP’s demand 
was about “how we can persuade 
people to come back to the table”. 

In other words, Labour MPs will 

BACK STORY
The Labour leadership result was 
set to be announced at the party 
conference this Saturday 
lLeft wing leader Jeremy 
Corbyn looked likely to win 
overwhelmingly 
lHe has said he is offering olive 
branches to some right wing MPs 
who’ve been trying to undermine 
him 
lBut the right is determined to 
launch fresh attacks on Corbyn
lCorbyn and his supporters 
should not be afraid to fight back

only agree to let up their attacks 
on Corbyn if he hands them more 
power.

Labour’s national executive com-
mittee was set to discuss the PLP’s 
proposal as Socialist Worker went 
to press.   

Appease
Corbyn hopes that he can appease 
right wingers by offering them posi-
tions in his shadow cabinet once he 
is re-elected. 

But their demands show that they 
are only interested in unity on their 
own rotten terms.

The right is determined to shift 

the Labour Party back to accepting 
austerity and bashing migrant work-
ers’ rights. 

Right wing MP Rachel Reeves 
argued on Monday that stopping 
free movement of labour should 
be a “red line” for Labour in Brexit 
negotiations. 

But there were some welcome 
signs that Corbyn is preparing to 
take on some Labour MPs who 
helped to engineer the attempt to 
oust him.

Corbyn did not deny that he and 
his allies recently discussed plans to 
remove the Labour Party’s deputy 
leader Tom Watson and general 

secretary Iain McNicol. They have 
both led attacks on Corbyn’s left 
wing supporters and tried to stop 
many from joining the party. 

A member of Corbyn’s team last 
week released a list of Labour MPs 
who have attacked him.

The right used this to attack 
Corbyn—but it is clearly out to get 
him at all costs. 

Corbyn and his supporters 
should not be afraid to fight back.

On other pages...
Letter to a Jeremy Corbyn  
supporter >>Pages 14&15

A THOUSANDS-STRONG rally for Corbyn in July in Liverpool, where the Labour conference will take place  

Right target John McDonnell
FIGURES ON the 
Labour right showed 
how interested in unity 
they are by launching 
an attack on left wing 
shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell last 
week.

Tony Blair’s former 
spin doctor Alastair 
Campbell attacked 
McDonnell on an 
episode of Question 
Time last Thursday.

Campbell told 
McDonnell, “You and 

yours are destroying 
the party.” 

McDonnell replied 
by pointing out that 
Labour lost five 
million votes because 
of Blair’s leadership.

McDonnell was 
later reported to have 
called Campbell a 
“fucking arsehole” 
backstage. 

Socialist Worker 
assumes he was 
exercising restraint in 
the interest of unity.

Shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell 

MARCH ON 
THE TORIES
11.30AM, 2 OCTOBER 

VICTORIA SQ, 
BIRMINGHAM 

Organised  
by the  
People’s Assembly

People celebrate Jeremy Corbyn’s victory in London last September  

Owen Smith—a ‘host body’ for Blairites

 Get Socialist Worker 
 every week
If you liked this issue 
of Socialist Worker, 
why not subscribe? 

For more details 
phone
020 7840 5601 or 
email 
circ@socialistworker.
co.uk
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Hinkley nuclear deal 
could cost the earth
THE DECISION to build a new nuclear power plant at 
Hinkley Point in Somerset is a disaster for safety, the 
environment and workers’ living standards.

The government agreed the joint venture with French 
and Chinese state-owned firms last week, after previously 
postponing the decision.

Unions gushed with congratulations. Unite national 
officer for energy Kevin Coyne said, “Today’s historic 
decision is very welcome. Our members are shovel ready and 
dead keen to start work.”

His counterpart at the GMB, Justin Bowden, said, “This 
is the right decision for the country and the government is 
right to ignore the begrudgers and naysayers.”

Labour tried to have its cake and eat it. Shadow energy 
minister Barry Gardiner called the project “vital” but its 
“extraordinary” price tag unacceptable.

The government guarantees an exorbitant “strike price” 
for energy from Hinkley Point C when it starts generating in 
2025. This means people struggling to pay their energy bills 
will have to stump up an extra £30 billion—a subsidy that 
has ballooned from an initial estimate of £6 billion.

The price makes the project controversial even among 
Tories—as does the role of the Chinese state.

The real case against nuclear power is fundamental, 
however much it costs and whoever is involved. 

The case for it is built on lies. It’s not safe. Accidents, 
though rare, are almost inevitable given enough time. Their 
disastrous effects cover wide areas and last for years, as 
shown at Fukushima in Japan in 2011 and Chernobyl in 
1986 in what is now Ukraine.

Even when running smoothly, nuclear reactors generate 
waste that remains deadly for many centuries. It’s impossible 
to guarantee its containment for all of that time.

Nuclear power is spun as a “low carbon” source of 
electricity, and therefore a solution to climate change.

Trick
But this is an accounting trick—the construction and 
decommissioning of the power plants, the sourcing of fuel 
and processing of waste all generate huge greenhouse 
emissions.

There is an urgent need to both reduce energy 
consumption and roll out large scale wind, wave, tidal and 
solar power. New nuclear dodges this energy transformation.

Unions are cheering because the project will create jobs. 
But the number promised—25,000 for construction and 900 
for operation—is tiny for the size of the investment. For the 
same money the government could create nine jobs for every 
one of the public service jobs it is slashing.

But the controversies do show us two things. First, that 
nuclear power isn’t possible without the state. Its huge cost 
demands state investment and ongoing subsidies. It also 
needs the state to pick up the bill for decommissioning or 
dealing with potentially catastrophic accidents.

Even state-owned EDF is staring bankruptcy in the face 
as its French reactor fleet approaches the end of its life. A 
wholly private firm would have folded before it even started.

Governments pay up for the sake of international prestige 
and a foundation for developing horrific weapons of mass 
destruction.

Second, the rows in the Tory party aren’t going away. 
Underneath them is a failure to meet the needs of British 
capitalism. Hinkley Point C isn’t the only infrastructure 
project bringing this out. Foreign secretary Boris Johnson 
said last week that the “fantasy” of Heathrow airport 
expansion should be “consigned to the dustbin”.

Theresa May is to give MPs a free vote on airport 
expansion to try and prevent cabinet resignations.

London airport expansion is a long term preoccupation 
of the bosses the Tories serve. Yet for almost a decade their 
divisions have stopped them delivering it.

Like Hinkley Point C, unions back it despite its cost to 
the climate. Instead of shoring up the Tories’ faltering 
environmental vandalism we should be fighting to stop it.

The firms building Hinkley Point C have their eye on 
contracts for a new generation of reactors, starting with 
Bradwell in Essex and Sizewell in Sussex.

These would lock us in to decades of dangerous, toxic 
energy that neither we nor the planet can afford.

ANALYSIS 
DAVE SEWELL Police face questions over 

Rotherham child abuse case
A court has been 
told that police took 
no action on rape 
allegations and lost 
evidence, reports  
Sadie Robinson

A COURT last week heard 
evidence of police failings 
in a sexual abuse case. 

It  also heard that a  
13 year old girl suffering 
sexual abuse was threatened 
at gunpoint and warned not 
to tell anyone. 

Eight men are on trial at 
Sheffield Crown Court facing 
a variety of charges including 
rape, indecent assault and 
false imprisonment. 

They deny 19 charges 
relating to three complain-
ants. The alleged offences 
took place in the Rotherham 
area in South Yorkshire in 
2003.

The court was played a 
2013 police interview with 
the main complainant on 
Monday of this week. 

In it, the woman said 
defendants Ishtiaq Khaliq, 
Waleed Ali, Asif Ali and 
Masoued Malik raped her in 
2003 when she was 13. 

Defendants
She said defendants Waleed 
Ali and Basharat Hussain had 
indecently assaulted her. 

In police interviews given 
in 2003, the complainant 
reported being repeatedly 
raped by defendant Sageer 
Hussain.

In the 2013 interview she 
said a group of older men 
befriended her and two 
friends, and gave them alco-
hol and cannabis. 

“Sageer Hussain became 
the main person in my 
life,” she said. “He was 

very controlling and turned 
from being a nice to a nasty 
person.”

She said that at one point 
during the alleged abuse, 
an unnamed older man had 
picked her up and put a gun 
to her head.

“He said, ‘If you tell any-
body what’s happening I’ll 
shoot you’,” she said. 

The woman said she real-
ised there was something 

“very wrong” but “I didn’t 
understand what was hap-
pening to me”.

She said she felt she was 
in a “black hole with no way 
out”.

The court was played 
police interviews with the 
complainant from 2003 last 
week. 

Jury
The jury heard that the girl 
reported the alleged rapes 
within weeks, but that police 
took no action.

Michelle Colborne QC told 
the court that police lost bags 
of the girl’s clothing given to 
them as evidence.

Colborne said the girl and 
her family faced “threats and 
intimidation” after report-
ing the abuse and withdrew 

the allegations.
The court also heard evi-

dence suggesting that Sageer 
Hussain was aware the girl 
was going to talk to the 
police. 

In a 2003 interview she 
said that, just days before, 
she was told to get in the 
back of a car with Hussain.

The girl said, “Sageer 
said I was a white bitch and 
punched me in the mouth. 
He said if I opened my mouth 
again, he would do it harder.”

The family sought help 
from their local MP at the 
time, Labour home secretary 
David Blunkett. 

They eventually moved to 
Spain to escape. 

The trial continues.
For more on the trial see  
bit.ly/2clEF3j

THE TRIAL at Sheffield Crown Court (above) heard that 
help was sought from Labour’s David Blunkett (left)

Cops won’t face charges over Sean Rigg’s death
THE CROWN Prosecution 
Service (CPS) has decided 
that no police officer will 
face charges over Sean 
Rigg’s death.

Sean died in Brixton 
police station, south 
London, in August 2008 
following prolonged 
restraint by the cops.

An inquest jury in 
2012 returned a damning 
verdict criticising the 
actions of the police and 
the unsuitable use of 
restraint. 

An independent review 
heavily criticised the 
original IPCC watchdog’s 
investigation and the IPCC 

made the decision to re-
open the disciplinary and 
criminal investigations 
into Sean’s death.

But following a review 
of the evidence the CPS 
said there is insufficient 
evidence to charge any of 
the five officers involved 
in the arrest, restraint and 
detention of Sean. 

Marcia Rigg, Sean’s sister, 
said, “More than eight years 
after my brother died, I 
was informed that none of 
the officers involved in his 
death will face prosecution 
for what happened that day. 

“After a damning 
review of the original 

IPCC investigation, and a 
successful challenge of the 
decision not to prosecute 
an officer for perjury, I had 
hoped for an opportunity 
to get justice.”

Deborah Coles, director 
of Inquest, said, “The 
CPS’s decision is deeply 
disappointing but not 
surprising given their track 
record. 

“Sean Rigg’s family have 
struggled at every stage of 
this process for truth and 
justice, demonstrating the 
deep flaws in the system 
that should hold the police 
to account after deaths in 
custody.”Marcia Rigg fighting for justice
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Counters in 
fight to stop 
Post Office 
selloff plan
Privatisation, job losses and pension 
cuts fuelled a 4,000-strong strike—
but more action is needed to win 

AS MANY as 4,000 Post Office 
workers struck across Britain 
last Thursday against bosses’ 
plans to close offices and slash 
their jobs and pensions.

The CWU and Unite union mem-
bers work in crown Post Offices and 
the admin and supply chain.

Post Office bosses say the attacks 
are needed because of reduced  
government funding. In reality 
they are scheming to close the Post 
Office down and sell it piecemeal to 
private companies.

Mark Worthington, a CWU rep 
in Manchester said, “This is another 
attack on working conditions. 
We’re facing massive redundan-
cies and franchising—that means 
privatisation.

“The Post Office belongs to you 
and me. There’s enough money, but 
the executive board has been given 
a remit to tear it apart.”

Bosses want to close down more 
than 100 crown Post Office branches 
and outsource them to companies 
such as WHSmith. They also plan 
cuts to admin, supply chain and 
cash handling services.

Some 2,000 jobs could be lost 
as a result. The privatisation could 
lead to attacks on workers’ terms 
and conditions—and weaken their 
union.

CWU member Phil said, “New 
workers will lose everything the 
previous generation has fought 
for—decent pay, pensions. They’ll 
be in part time jobs in WHSmith on 
minimum wage, no decent pension 
and no union recognition.”

Pension
Bosses also want to close the cur-
rent defined benefit pension scheme 
and replace it with a worse defined 
contribution scheme. This could 
cost workers thousands of pounds.

Mole Meade, a CWU rep in south 
London, would be hit “to the tune 
of about 45 percent off my annual 
payments, and about 30-35 percent 
on my lump sum at the end of my 
working life”.

He added, “The Post Office 
want to say, we’re making a profit. 

They’re making a profit off the 
backs of all the poor people they’ve 
got rid of, or cut their pension.”

Strikers and supporters in 
London rallied outside parliament 
before moving on to a meeting 
nearby to talk about the campaign.

Political
CWU general secretary Dave Ward 
said there needed to be a political 
campaign to save the Post Office. 
He said, “This is a moment when we 
have to take this fight on and link 
our industrial and political agenda.”

Ward promised to “look at doing 
things differently”.

“A number of people have sug-
gested to me occupying offices,” he 
said. “We’re not going to discour-
age that.”

He added that there would need 
to be more industrial action but, 
“We’re not going to strike them into 
submission. We have got to work 
hard to bring about a very different 
type of campaign.”

The attacks in the Post Office are 
part of a bigger attack on workers in 
the public and private sectors. But 
they won’t be stopped by political 
campaigning alone.

A campaign with industrial 
action at its heart—one that links 
up with other struggles such as the 
junior doctors—could inspire other 
workers to fight back.
Thanks to Laila Hasan

BACK STORY
Post Office bosses want to close 
more than 100 crown branches
lThey would be outsourced to 
firms such as WHSmith, in a 
piecemeal privatisation
lThe plan includes up to 2,000 
job losses and deep pension cuts
lIt follows 2013’s wholesale 
privatisation of Royal Mail—and a 
no-strike deal between the CWU 
union and Royal Mail bosses
lThe CWU union vows to fight 
with political campaigning, but 
more strikes are needed to win

RALLYING OUTSIDE parliament during the Post Office strike last week Picture: Guy Smallman

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Rank and file teaching assistants are 
taking their union leaders to school
STRIKING TEACHING assistants 
lobbied MPs on Wednesday of 
last week, with five coachloads 
travelling down to Westminster 
from Derby.

The Unison union members 
struck for 24 hours against a 
25 percent pay cut imposed by 
Derby City Council in June.

They rejected the Labour 
council’s latest 
“insulting, derisory 
and divisive” 
offer to give 250 
workers a £2,000 
payment and the 
other 900 nothing. 

The council is 
moving to term time 
only contracts as part 

of an equal pay 
review, costing 
some workers 

up to £500 per month.
Teaching assistants at Durham 

County Council face the same 
attack, rubber stamped by Labour 
councillors last week.

Unison general secretary Dave 
Prentis blamed the “cruel squeeze 
on finances from Westminster, 
as the government continues its 
austerity fuelled war on public 
services”.

He also criticised both Labour 
councils as “the ones 
making the terrible 
and self defeating 

decision”. He 
pledged the 
union would 
back the 
workers 
“every day 

until they get 
the deal they 

deserve”.
Someone should 

tell Unison officials 
such as Helen 
Metcalf, regional 
organiser in 
Durham, who 
talked up the 

council’s offer there as “much 
improved”.

As a rank and file committee 
pointed out, “It is the same offer 
as before with a slight variation.”

Workers will still lose between 
20-25 percent of their pay—
unless they work an extra 4.5 
hours a week to lose 10 percent.

Unison is currently running a 
consultative ballot on this “final” 
offer. The rank and file group is 
agitating to reject it and demand 
a strike ballot.

Around 400 teaching assistants 
joined meetings it organised last 
week. They ran their own ballot, 
which produced a 97 percent vote 
to strike.

The council and Unison both 
state it is the “best deal that can 
be reached by negotiation”.

The rank and file argue, “That 
doesn’t mean it’s the best we can 
get by industrial action. 

“We are not just fighting for 
ourselves but also for the future 
of our profession, our schools and 
our children. Together we are 
stronger and we can win this.”
Raymie Kiernan

Teaching assistants in Durham

7NEWS Socialist Worker  21 September 2016



 Strike and  
 protests
 confront  
 Greek Nazis
Golden Dawn fascists are facing 
opposition, writes Greek socialist 
and anti-fascist  Giorgos Pittas

THOUSANDS OF people joined 
dozens  of  demonstrat ions 
against fascism across Greece 
last Saturday—including at the 
Keratsini neighbourhood of 
Piraeus near Athens.

It marked three years since mem-
bers of Nazi party Golden Dawn 
murdered anti-fascist rapper Pavlos 
Fyssas there.

The protest was full of trade 
unionists—teachers, hospital work-
ers, shipping and dock workers and 
others—as well as students. 

There were also Pakistani and 
African migrant groups, and 
Albanian migrants protesting over 
a recent death in police custody.

Pavlos’ killing is one of three 
cases covered in the trial of Golden 
Dawn as a criminal conspiracy. 

The others are an attack on 
Communist Party trade unionists 
in the same week, and an attack on 
Egyptian fisherfolk in June 2012.

The court finished hearing evi-
dence relating to Pavlos’ killing last 
week, and this week the Egyptian 
fisherfolk’s turn begins.

Hospital
They were attacked at night, their 
home smashed up and their heads 
smashed in. One almost died.

The attack came shortly after a 
Golden Dawn rally nearby where an 
MP, trying to win support from fish-
mongers and fishing boat owners, 
vowed to put a stop to alleged thefts 
by migrant workers.

After Saturday’s demonstration 
the fisherfolk joined Pavlos’ family 
and friends for a candlelit vigil to 
show their unity against the fascists.

Large numbers of young people 
came to a hip-hop concert on 
Sunday. 

Public sector union federation 
ADEDY called a stoppage so that 
workers could join the protest against 
Golden Dawn outside the court.

At Patras in western Greece the 
fascists are suing the Communist 
Party mayor who rightly refused 
them a venue for an open meeting.

Anti-racist and anti-fascist move-
ment Keerfa is set to protest outside 

state broadcaster ERT next Monday 
against the TV coverage it is giving 
a Golden Dawn rally.

Both Golden Dawn and Tory 
party New Democracy (ND) have 
tried to hold protests in areas where 
refugees have been put in camps. 

This is particularly the case in the 
islands where refugees are detained 
in European Union “hotspots”.

The policy has started to bear 
its rotten fruit—fights sometimes 
break out among the overcrowded, 
hungry and desperate inmates. 

The media seize on this and exag-
gerate it.

Then ND mayors or Golden Dawn 
groups issue statements saying 
people don’t want refugees in their 
area.

Last week in Oreokastro in 
Thessalonika in northern Greece a 
parents’ association and the mayor 
came out against letting refugee 
children attend school.

This caused an outcry from 
organisations locally and nationally. 

Campaigning by parents’ asso-
ciations and teachers’ unions mean 
child refugees were able to start 
school last week. 

The teachers’ union in Oreokastro 
put out a statement saying refugees 
are welcome, racists and fascists are 
not.
For more from the trial go to  
jailgoldendawn.wordpress.com/ 
international

BACK STORY
Anti-fascists in Greece are 
organising to oppose the Nazis 
of Golden Dawn
lIt is three years since Golden 
Dawn members murdered anti-
fascist rapper Pavlos Fyssas
lThe Syriza-led Greek 
government, alongside the 
European Union,  has set up 
detention camps for refugees
lThese have become targets for 
fascists and other racist forces
lBut there is also widespread 
solidarity with refugees

 Egyptian shipyard workers still face  
 jail threat for organising resistance
by CHARLIE KIMBER

A VERDICT in the trial of  
26 workers from Egypt’s 
Alexandria Shipyard has been 
delayed for a further month.

Fourteen of the accused will 
endure another month in police 
custody.

The decision was expected 
last weekend, with the workers 
potentially facing three-year 
sentences from a military court.

They were arrested after staging 
a sit-in at the yard in May.

It called for payment of 
bonuses, permanent contracts 
for 36 temporary workers, and to 
allow workers to receive promised 
promotions.

Military police surrounded the 
workers and arrested 13 of them, 
together with a clerical worker.

Egyptian socialist activist Hisham 
Fouad has written about the 
importance of the case. 

He said, “It has to be understood 
in the context of a widespread 

attack on workers by the military 
regime as it pursues a plan of 
counter-revolution aimed at 
reversing the gains of the 2011 
revolution through attacks on 
opposition political groups, 
students and youth movements. 

“Terrorising workers also serves 
the goal of imposing austerity 
policies.”

Leading trade unionists from 
the port cities of Portsmouth in 
Britain and Piraeus in Greece have 
backed the solidarity campaign. A 

message of support also came from 
electricians at the Rosyth shipyard 
where workers are taking their 
own action.

The delay in the verdict until 
18 October must be used to build 
wider solidarity.

Send a message to president el-Sisi 
calling on him to free the workers and 
end military trials for civilians.  
Email: p.spokesman@op.gov.eg  
Twitter: @AlsisiOfficial  
Go to egyptsolidarityinitiative.org for 
further details

Workers taking part in the sit-in

Ireland

TENS OF thousands joined a march in Dublin last Saturday against water charges. Legislation to allow 
for the charges’ suspension for nine months was passed in June. Activists want them wholly abolished 
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Expel donor 
over Nazi jibe
SO SORRY to hear 
Michael Foster, who 
compared Jeremy 
Corbyn supporters to 
Nazi stormtroopers, has 
been suspended from the 
Labour Party. 

I was hoping he would 
be expelled. 

He was the Labour 
candidate for Camborne 
& Redruth at the last 
election. 

He was more 
interested in telling 
people how many  
so-called celebrities 
he was friends with. A 
totally useless individual.

Mike Archer 
Camborne, Cornwall 

A Lammy to  
the slaughter
DAVID LAMMY graced 
Haringey Sixth Form 
College on Friday of last 
week. He told us how 
proud he is of his four 
storey house.

I asked why he wasn’t 
publicly backing Jeremy 
Corbyn. Lammy replied, 
“He’s from Islington” 
and, “He didn’t grow up 
with a single mother!” 

Lammy went on, “I 
won’t have a white man 
who went to grammar 
school controlling what I 
think.” 

But both Lammy and 
Corbyn went to grammar 
school on a scholarship.

Andriana Sotiris
North London

Racist media 
behind attack
THE MEDIA that 
deplores the brutal racist 
attack on a pregnant 
woman in Bletchley 
(see pages 10&11) daily 
pumps out poisonous, 
anti-immigrant 
propaganda. 

Britain’s racist media 
has blood on its hands. 

Editors of right 
wing papers should be 
charged with incitement 
of race hatred.

Sasha Simic 
North London

Tidings of joy 
and class war
THERESA MAY says she 
wants to defend British 
traditions like Christmas. 

We should defend the 
tradition of working class 
militancy.

The junior doctors 
strikes could shake this 
government. And we’d all 
enjoy Christmas a little 
more if the Tories were 
on the back foot!

Blythe Taylor
Stoke-on-Trent

Orgreave justice campaign 
says keep the pressure on 
I WAS among the Orgreave Truth 
and Justice Campaign members 
who met home secretary Amber 
Rudd in parliament last week.

We got a date by which Rudd 
will tell us whether she’s going to 
launch a public inquiry into 
Orgreave. We will know by the end 
of October. 

This is good news—but now we 
need to keep the pressure on.

What happened at Orgreave was 
serious and unprecedented. Police 
attacked miners picketing the 
Orgreave coking plant in Sheffield 
during the 1984-85 Miners’ Strike. 

They seriously injured countless 
pickets then falsely arrested them. 
Junior officers have said parts of 
their witness statements were 
dictated to them by senior officers. 

But there was an orchestrated 
attempt to hide the truth, and 
distorted media coverage backed 
up the police.

Despite evidence of assault and 
falsification of evidence no police 
officer has been held accountable. 

The trial of miners who were 
wrongly prosecuted collapsed—
but there was no public inquiry 
into how and why that happened.

Orgreave has had a long-lasting 
impact. Many miners still suffer 
physical and psychiatric injuries. 
But the impact goes much wider.

Five years later South Yorkshire 
Police used similar tactics to smear 
Liverpool fans after the 
Hillsborough disaster. 

Today we still see police using 
kettling, excessive force and mass 

arrests. We still see the media 
backing up the police version of 
events.

There must be a public inquiry 
into Orgreave. I don’t think there’s 
any wriggle room for them 
anymore.

We ask supporters to tweet and 
email Amber Rudd demanding a 
public inquiry. Write to your MP 
and get them to do the same. 

Follow us on social media and 
publicise the campaign to 
everyone you know.

Miners are still waiting for truth 
and justice 32 years on. Please be 
part of the campaign to make sure 
they get it.

Joe Rollin
Orgreave Truth and Justice Campaign

For more information see otjc.org.uk

 Education  
 for the few
THE TORIES have made 
themselves vulnerable with 
their new pronouncements 
on education reform.

The move to reintroduce 
grammar schools and, 
despite their protestations, 
secondary moderns is a 
dramatic attempt to appeal 
to the core of Tory 
membership. 

Theresa May talks of 
“practical steps not dogma” 
and of “freeing up the 
school system to work for 
everyone.” 

Her rhetoric is of 
“supporting individual 
talents” and “maximising 
social mobility to create a 
great meritocracy.”  

Yet the dogma and 
mystification is there and 
plain for all to see. 

Testing and class division 
at 11 ultimately “raises 
standards” for 15 percent of 
young people at the 
expense of most in society. 

Class
Talk of “what parents want” 
is simply about what 
middle and upper class 
parents want.

Grammars were 
abolished and replaced by 
local, comprehensive, 
community schools.

This social model of 
education saw student-
centred learning and an 
active model of enquiry 
become the aspiration and 
the educational norm. 

The “meritocracy” in 
May’s system, with its 
trickle-down suggestions, 
means exclusion for most. 

Teachers, doctors and 
rail workers should come 
together and fight for 
public provision, public 
infrastructure and the 
public good.

If they did, it could 
sweep the weak and 
divided Tories away. 

John Clossick
South London    

We can finish off the Tories’ Housing Act
GROWING opposition to 
the government’s attacks 
on tenants and housing is 
hitting home.

Council leaders, 
including Conservatives, 
in the Local Government 
Association, have publicly 
attacked central parts of 
the Housing and Planning 
Act.

A summit of tenants, 
trade unions, councillors 
and housing campaigners 
on 22 October is 
attracting lots of interest. 

In a speech at a 
property developers’ 

conference housing 
minister Gavin Barwell 
backed off from the 
fairytale that everyone 
can buy their own home. 

Instead he wants to 

promote more private 
renting, a very lucrative 
business for landlords.

Where we’re organised, 
we can jump on every 
sniff of weakness and 
splits—even if they are 
between big developers 
and private landlords. 

We need active 
resistance to beat this—
and to make a reality of 
Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn’s promise to build 
500,000 new council 
homes.

Eileen Short
Defend Council Housing

 Who can represent the 
workers? Not a boss
THE GOVERNMENT has 
appointed a former 
company director as the 
voice of workers on the 
board of the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE). 

Susan Johnson has been 
chief executive or director 
at various big firms. 

She was chief executive 
of the Northern Business 
Forum.

The HSE was originally 
set up to encourage “social 
partnership” and to try to 
remove class conflict from 

occupational health and 
safety. 

Now the Tories have 
abandoned any pretence of 
listening to workers. 

There is only one TUC 
representative left. 

The HSE has been cut by 
45 percent, and health and 
safety regulation has been 
undermined. Unions must 
fight for workers’ rights. 

If the Tories want a fight, 
let’s give them one.

Simon Hester
North London

Just a 
thought...

Marching against Housing Act
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was built in 2011 in the building of 
the old Plough pub.

The fascist British National Party 
(BNP) organised protests against it 
being built in 2010. 

Afterwards the mosque was fire-
bombed and a pig’s head left outside.  

Priya said that racism in the 
town got a lot worse during that  
time. “When they were building 
the mosque someone spray-painted 
‘Paki—leave this country’ on our 
shop,” she said. 

“It’s been better since then, but this 
attack is making me think it might be 
getting worse again.”

Politicians and the right wing 
media have built up racism—and 
Muslims in particular have been 
under attack.

Samarah told Socialist Worker, 
“The media has played a big hand 
in racism, with the idea that all 
Muslims are terrorists. 

“In my 15 years living here I’ve 
only experienced racism twice, but 
lots of my friends have. 

“You find yourself looking 
over your shoulder. 

Dobia said, “There’s 
growing Islamophobia 
in Europe and France  
(see right) and the  
issue of the burkini 
ban has high-
lighted that.

“ I  t h i n k 
that’s seeping 
through to 
here.”

A
S AN anti-racist vigil 
was  tak ing p lace 
outs ide the Coop 
last Thursday one  
racist shopper shouted 
“rapefugees” at crowd. 

Dobia added, “All that you hear 
on the TV is about Muslims and what 
they’re doing to Europe. The media  
has definitely played a role.”

In Bletchley it’s not only fascists 
such as the BNP who’ve had a hand 
in whipping up racism. 

Ukip also pushed hard in the area. 
Mohamed said, “We’ve had the BNP 
and English Defence League, but 
during the election you couldn’t drive 
around the roundabout without Ukip 
posters being on it. Why did they pick 
Milton Keynes?” 

But Ukip kept 
only one seat in 
the 2014 council 
elections. 

Anti-racists are 
organising in the 
town again in 
the wake of the 
attack. 

A r o u n d  5 0 
people joined the 
vigil last Thursday 

that was organised by 
Milton Keynes Stand 

Up to Racism. 
Kate Hunter 

from the group 
told Socialist 

W o r k e r , 
“There ’ s  a 

Hatred on 
the rise in 
Europe

 THERE HAS been a serious 
rise in attacks on migrants 
in Britain. Racists have felt 
emboldened by “Brexit” as 

both the official Remain and Leave 
campaigns whipped up racism 
during the referendum. 

But the rise in racism and attacks 
against Muslims and refugees is not 
specific to Britain—it’s on the rise 
across Europe.

In Poland racist attacks have 
risen by one third within a year. 

In 2015 some 962 hate crimes 
were investigated in Poland, a 
38 percent increase on 2014. While 
official statistics for 2016 haven’t 
been released, the Never Again 
Association expects they will be 
substantially higher. 

The Never Again Association 
is recording between five and 
ten racist incidents daily while 
previously it recorded the same 
number weekly.

Meanwhile, in Germany refugees 
face near daily attacks. 

In the east German city of 
Bautzen police said there was a 
“clash” between 80 people and 
refugees last Wednesday. 

Attacks
In Poland a sharp rise in 
Islamophobia is causing the attacks. 
Only 20,000 Muslims live there, 
some 0.5 percent of the population, 
but politicians are painting them as 
a danger to Poland’s “Catholicism 
values”. 

Neighbouring Slovakia’s  
Labour-type prime minister Robert 
Fico said “Islam has no place in 
Slovakia”. 

Across Europe the ruling class 
is facing crisis and a deep-seated 
anger from ordinary people.  

Their main scapegoat differs, 
whether that’s Muslims in Poland 
or Polish migrants in Britain, but 
they’re all trying to divide us.   

In eastern Europe politicians 
are trying to channel the 
anger provoked by EU-imposed 
neoliberalism against refugees.

In Britain politicians and the 
media have been whipping up 
racism against eastern European 
migrants to keep workers divided. 

That’s why we have to build a 
mass movement against racism 
and in solidarity with refugees, 
rooted in workplaces, colleges and 
neighbourhoods.

That starts with the Stand Up to 
Racism conference on Saturday  
8 October.

We should build Stand Up 
to Racism groups in our cities, 
towns and workplaces to make 
the anti-racist arguments about 
immigration. Wherever there’s an 
attack on a Muslim or a migrant, 
we have to organise solidarity. 

Such a mass movement can sap 
away the racists’ confidence and 
unite working class people against 
those at the top of society who push 
racism.
For more information go to  
standuptoracism.org.uk

minority of racists in Milton Keynes, 
but we’re an anti-racist town. 

“Racists objected to the mosque 
being built before and obviously they 
feel emboldened now.” 

Some people are also angry at 
the amount of time that it took the  
police to release the details of the 
attack. 

Labour councillor Mohamed Khan 
told Socialist Worker, “This attack 
took place on 6 August but they’ve 
only said something now. 

“When I met with the police today 
they said, ‘Are you accusing us of 
something’. I said, ‘Maybe I am, I 
have to represent people’.

“It’s probably because she’s a 
Muslim woman.”

Maciej argued that the attack 
didn’t fit the mainstream narrative 
after the Brexit vote. 

He said, “You have the Polish 
ambassador going around where 
a t tacks  on  Po l i sh  migrants  
took place.

But Muslims and Asians are  
being attacked in Poland and the gov-
ernment isn’t saying anything about 
it. 

“I think they’re focusing on it  
now because  o f  the  Brex i t 
negotiations”. 

Kate said, “We’ve now been invited 
to the mosque and we’re planning a 
march through Bletchley in a couple 
of weeks’ time.

“We’ll make our presence felt, 
show that we’re united and make the 
racists lose their confidence”.

Anti-racists 
are organising 
in the town in 
the wake of 
the attack

‘‘ 

A PREGNANT woman was attacked 
outside a Co-op in Bletchley, Milton 
Keynes (left). People responded 
with a vigil last week (above and 
below)  Pictures: Guy smallman

RESIST 
RISING 
RACISM
An attack on a pregnant woman in Bletchley has focused attention on racism. 
People in the Milton Keynes town told Tomáš Tengely-Evans about their 
experiences, the impact of the EU vote—and how they are fighting back

T
HE HORRIFIC attack on 
a pregnant woman in 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes, 
has sent anger and fear 
through Muslim people 
in the area. 

The woman, who was beaten out-
side the Co-op shop on Water Eaton 
Road on 6 August, miscarried in 
hospital. Police are treating it as a 
possible racist attack and last week 
arrested a man who has since been 
released on police bail. 

Priya, who runs the corner shop 
opposite the Co-op, told Socialist 
Worker, “My brother was in the shop 
and saw what happened. Everyone is 
saying that it’s not right—no one can 
replace the baby she lost.”

Across the roundabout from the 
Co-op is Bletchley mosque where taxi 
drivers wait to pick up fares.

Abdul, a taxi driver, told Socialist 
Worker that the assault has had an 
impact in the area.

“I don’t get that much abuse apart 
from the ones and twos,” he said. 
“But we are scared after this attack.

“For the men it’s still alright, but 
Muslim woman are very scared at the 
moment and older people are walk-
ing with younger ones now. 

“My daughter comes to this 
mosque—she’s scared of going out 
now.

“I’m scared for her too and told her 
not to walk this way and walk with 
other people.”

News of the attack comes after a 
possible racist attack on a Polish man 

in Leeds last week. 
And Polish migrant Arkadiusz 

“Arek” Jozwik was killed in Harlow 
last month while three further 
migrants were attacked in the Essex 
town. 

Many migrants are reporting a rise 
in racism in the wake of the vote to 
leave the European Union (EU) on 
23 June.  

Figures released by the National 
Police Chiefs’ Council showed a 
31 percent increase in “hate crimes” 
from 10,883 in 2015 to 15,863. The 
last week of July registered a 49 per-
cent increase to 1,863 on the previous 
year and the following week saw an 
increase of 58 percent to 1,787. 

Abuse
Priya explained that her family has 
also faced some racist abuse recently. 
“About three weeks ago, two men 
came through our shop’s backyard at 
5 ‘o’clock in the morning,” she said. 

“When my husband and I went out 
the men said that they were looking 
for someone. But as soon as they 
heard us speaking our own language, 
they told us to fuck off back to where 
we came from.”

“We contacted the police, but all 
we got was a reference number,” she 
added.

But Priya said that her family 
doesn’t face racism regularly. “It’s 
maybe five or six times a year,” 
she said. “Sometimes when people 
come into the shop and we don’t 
have what we want they tell us to  

go back home.”
Funga Ali and Mohamed told 

Socialist Worker that they had expe-
rienced a lot of racism growing up in 
Bletchley. 

“I went to school here and fin-
ished around 2009,” said Mohamed. 
“We’d walk home through the Lakes 
Estate—it’s one of the most racist 
places in Milton Keynes. 

“Every day as we walked home 
we’d get shit from others, including 
students, who are against Muslims 
and black people. 

“We now drive nice cars. As soon 
as people see us they say we must be 
dealing drugs because there’s no way 
we could have a job.” 

Funga added, “We had people 
saying ‘Paki go home’ and we’ve had 
people shouting ‘Donald Trump’ at us 
recently.

“People are so full of racism.”
But the picture is contradictory as 

most working class people in Britain 
are hostile to racism. 

Mohamed added, “The majority 
of working class people don’t have 
a problem with us just like we don’t 
have a problem with them. 

“But there’s a lot of ignorance.”

S
INCE THE Leave vote the 
focus has largely been 
on EU migrants, particu-
larly those from eastern 
Europe. 

Maciej is a Polish 
m ig r a n t  wor ke r  i n  nea r by 
Hertfordshire. 

He told Socialist Worker, “Some 
people have been asking me when 
I’m going back to Poland, but over-
all I don’t think things have changed 
since June. 

“I think there are problems where 
there were Ukip supporters before, 
such as Harlow, not areas where 
people just voted Leave.” 

He added, “It’s the politicians who 
are to blame for this—not just David 
Cameron and Nigel Farage but the 
Labour Party too. 

They were using immigration in 
the general election and stirring 
people up.” 

The attack in Bletchley didn’t come 
out of nowhere. Bletchley mosque 

Most working  
class people in  
Britain are  
hostile to  
racism

‘‘ 



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BOLTON
Capitalism in crisis— 
Was Marx right?
Thu 6 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Sustainability and 
transformation plans—
the NHS’s death knell?
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BURNLEY
Fighting racism 
then and now
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CHELMSFORD
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Thu 20 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
EDINBURGH
Does Islam oppress women?
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
The politics of food
Thu 29 Sep, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Why we need socialism
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
A Marxist analysis of 
LGBT+ oppression
Wed 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: HARINGEY
Why do borders exist 
under capitalism?
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Corbyn, the Labour 
Party and the struggle 
for socialism
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
LUTON
Black lives matter—race, 
class and revolt in the US
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood 
Crescent, LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
How powerful is the media
Wed 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NORTHAMPTON
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Tue 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Lab,
95-97 Charles St,
NN1 3BG

OXFORD
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
POOLE
The burkini ban and the 
rise of Islamophobia
Mon 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB
PORTSMOUTH
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

ROTHERHAM
Are Hillary Clinton 
and the US Democrats 
the lesser evil?
Wed 19 Oct, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St, S60 2EY
SOUTHAMPTON
The Burston School Strike
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
WAKEFIELD
Why we oppose 
immigration controls
Wed 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,
WF1 3L

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER 
After the contest—
Corbyn and socialism
Mon 10 Oct, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park, DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Cable Street 80th 
Anniversary
Sun 9 Oct, 12 noon, 
Altab Ali Park, Adler St, E1.
Organised by Cable Street 80
NATIONAL
Unwelcome Tory conference 
to Birmingham 2016
Sun 2 Oct, 12 noon, 
Birmingham

Stand Up to Racism 
Conference
Sat 8 Oct, 10am, 
Friends Meeting House,
173-177 Euston Rd,
NW1 2BJ.
standuptoracism.org.uk
United for Education
Protest called by UCU and NUS
Sat 19 Nov, 10am, 
Central London, WC2E 9RZ
ISJ dayschool—
Marxism and nature
Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am-5pm, 
Student Central, Malet St, 
London WC1E 7HY
Libraries,  museums and 
galleries demonstration
Sat 5 Nov, 12am, 
British Library, 
London NW1 2DB

SCOTLAND
Marxism Festival 
Scotland 2016
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St, Glasgow G2 4JP 
Go to bit.ly/2cs9tLC 
to book your ticket 

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

ABERDEEN
Wed 28 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS

BARNSLEY
Thu 29 Sep, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

BRIGHTON
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brighthelm Centre,
North Rd,
BN1 1YD

BRISTOL
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue,
CB2 8DB

CARDIFF
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Perk Cafe,
2 Donald St,
Roath, 
CF24 4TQ

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN

COLCHESTER
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET

DONCASTER
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St, 
DN1 3EH

DUDLEY
Wed 28 Sep, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,DY8 1EP

DUNDEE
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

EXETER
Thu 29 Sep, 6.30pm, 
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St, EX4 6AW

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 28 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP

LANCASTER
Thu 29 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 29 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LEICESTER
Wed 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Leicester LGBT Centre,
15 Wellington St,
LE1 6HH

LIVERPOOL
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,
L7 7DX

LONDON: EALING
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade 
Union Club,
33-35 High St, Acton,
W3 6ND

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 29 Sep, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: KINGSTON
Thu 29 Sep, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd ,
SE10 8JA

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Thu 29 Sep, 7pm, 
Room 6, Peckham Pulse 
(near Peckham Library),
SE15 5QN

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG

MEDWAY
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre,
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

NEWCASTLE
Thu 29 Sep, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ

NORWICH
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 29 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

SWANSEA
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

TELFORD
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY

WIGAN
Wed 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

After the leadership battle—
what next for the Labour Party?

A crowd greets Jeremy Corbyn in Leeds  Picture: Neil terry
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Cowboys take on capitalism in slow-paced shoot-out 
FILM
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN
Directed by Antoine Fuqua 
in cinemas 23 September

DIRECTOR Antoine 
Fuqua’s new take on 
1960s hit western The 
Magnificent Seven has 
provoked debate about the 
film’s intentions.

Is it a swipe at US 
presidential candidate 
Donald Trump? Is it a 
statement about racism 
or the lack of diversity in 
Hollywood? 

No black actors were 
nominated for Oscars this 

year, the second year in a 
row. So the cast of black, 
white, Asian, Mexican and 
Native American actors is 
refreshing. 

In Fuqua’s version 
Sam Chisholm (Denzel 
Washington) leads 
seven hired gunslingers 
to defend a small 
town against vicious 
industrialist Bartholomew 
Bogue. He wants to drive 
them out and destroy their 
village for the gold under 
their homes.

Emma Cullen (Haley 
Bennett) is a stronger 
female lead than is usual 
in westerns. She shoots 

the bad guys as well as 
any of the men and plays a 
leading role in organising 
against Bogue. 

But an unnecessary 
“damsel in distress” 
moment undermines this.

Thugs
Early in the film, before 
his thugs murder people 
and torch buildings, 
Bogue tells the town, 
“With democracy 
comes capitalism. With 
capitalism comes god. You 
are standing in the way 
of god.” It’s not too far-
fetched to imagine at least 
these themes, if not the 

line, being bellowed out at 
a Trump rally.

But Bogue represents 
the tyranny of the rich 
in general, according to 
Fuqua, stealing people’s 
money and pillaging the 
earth and its resources.

If you like westerns 
this has all the belt buckle 
close ups and sweeping 
canyon shots you’ll 
probably enjoy. 

Yet it’s often slow, 
hackneyed and all in, 
pretty boring—even with 
the epic shoot-out. You 
might want to spend your 
money on something else.
Raymie Kiernan

 Blake’s paintings give Emin’s 
famous bed new meaning
An exhibition in Liverpool bringing together Tracey Emin and William Blake 
offers a rare chance to see two very different giants of art, writes Alex May 
TATE LIVERPOOL’S new exhibition 
claims to reveal surprising links 
between artists Tracey Emin and 
William Blake. At first glance there 
are few if any. 

Blake, often penniless, devoted 
his life and artistic abilities to expos-
ing the horror and alienation of 
early capitalist society, contrasting 
this with visions of a future liberated 
humanity. 

Emin makes no secret of enjoy-
ing the wealth and celebrity her art 
brings her.

The first thing you see entering the 
gallery is Emin’s 1999 Turner Prize 
entry, “My Bed”, which didn’t win but 
made her name.

Emin describes a “four day break-
down” when she stayed in bed. 
Getting up then returning to the bed-
room, she saw her life in the mess of 
the bed and wanted to see it in a huge 
space as an artwork.  

Unmediated
A shell or a butterfly wing can be 
beautiful and even move us. However 
they are not art but works of nature 
unmediated by humans. 

Can an unmade bed be art if the 
only mediation is to move it to an art 
gallery?

I think it can and I accept the 
description of it as “an unflinching 
self-portrait in which the artist is 
absent”.  

Recurring themes of birth, death, 
dreams and sex are expressed.

Some critics dismiss Emin as a 
“biographical documentarist” con-
cerned only with “the minutiae of her 
narcissistic personality”. 

But it must be valid to convey 
experiences from your life, as Emin 
does in a variety of ways through 

needlework, drawing, sculpture and 
installations. Six drawings by Emin 
skilfully convey in a few strokes the 
human figure—hers.

The works by Blake here are said, 
in the context of My Bed, to symbol-
ise the absent figure. 

His painting “Pity” shows a winged 
angel snatching a baby from its sleep-
ing mother. Emin has described in 

drawings her feelings about such 
things as an abortion she had. 

Blake’s “Visions of the daughters 
of Albion” accompanies his poem 
attacking colonialism, sexual repres-
sion and attitudes towards women. 

Some of the hostility towards Emin 
by critics, usually male, may be due 
to sexist attitudes. 

I would encourage people to see 

this exhibition. Blake’s works are 
wonderful to see close up and are 
simply dazzling. These make it worth 
the trip to Tate Liverpool on their 
own.

Whether you accept My Bed as art 
or not it’s the first time it’s been up 
North, so go see what you think. 
Tracey Emin and William Blake in Focus 
Tate Liverpool, 16 Sep 2016—7 Sep 2017

TRACEY EMIN’S My Bed (1998) features at Tate Liverpool Picture: tracey emin / the Duerckheim collection 2015

Denzel Washington plays Sam

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Postcapitalism
Paul Mason

2  A Rebel’s Guide to  
Malcolm X
Anthony Hamilton

3 The Long Depression
Michael Roberts

4 The Revolutionary 
Jounalism of Big Bill 
Haywood
John Newsinger

5 Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation
Judith Orr

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

RADIO
EASTERN EUROPEANS IN 
BREXITLAND
Radio 4, BBC iplayer radio 
bbc.in/2bR43vJ

WRITER AND journalist 
Gary Younge meets eastern 
Europeans who live in 
Britain.

He explores the impact 
of the Brexit vote and 
considers how the vote 
and their experiences fit 
into the history of race and 
migration in Britain.

In this first of two 
programmes available, 
Gary talks to Poles and 
Romanians in Bristol, an 
area that voted Remain and 
which has a longstanding 
eastern European 
population.

MUSIC
AN EVENING WITH PEGGY 
SEEGER AND SPECIAL 
GUEST SAM GLEAVES
Multiple venues and dates 
peggyseeger.com

PEGGY SEEGER is a 
genuine “icon” in an age 
where the term is often 

overused. In her 80s she 
delivers a vibrant evening 
of songs new, old and 
traditional on a multitude 
of instruments, coupled 
with sharp, witty chat 
about her life.

Peggy Seeger
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READ MORE
lInside the Labour 
right’s “moderates’ 
meetup” 
Exclusive report 
socialistworker.
co.uk/art/43380/x

lCharlie’s first 
letter to a Corbyn 
supporter in 2015 
socialistworker.
co.uk/art/41267/L

lSocialists and 
Labour series 
What happened to 
Labour’s last left 
wing leaders? Were 
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J
E R E M Y  C o r by n 
i s  a l m o s t  
certainly going to be 
re-elected Labour 
leader on Saturday. 
It will be a reason 

to celebrate—and a time for 
important choices.

Jeremy will have overcome 
the hostility of the media and 
the slurs from top bosses such 
as Virgin’s Richard Branson.

He will have defied the plot-
ting of the 172 Labour MPs who 
voted “no confidence” in him, 
and the hatred of much of the 
party bureaucracy.  

He will have won despite 
Labour’s national executive 
committee blocking 130,000 
people from voting and then the 
“compliance unit” weeding out 
thousands of others. 

He will have shown that 
socialist ideas can be popu-
lar and that the crisis of main-
stream politics can be resolved 
to the left.

What happens now? There 
will be great pressure to com-
promise and to seek peace with 
at least some of those who have 
spent months attacking the left.

But most of the right have 
made it plain that they will con-
tinue trying to destroy Jeremy. 

Do you think people like Jess 
Phillips MP, who told shadow 
health secretary Diane Abbott 
to “fuck off”, are now going to 
meekly accept Jeremy’s polices 
and leadership? 

How about John Woodcock 
MP who called Corbyn a “fuck-
ing disaster” or Tristram Hunt 
MP who described Labour as 
“in the shit”? Will deputy leader 
Tom Watson, who smeared 
Labour left group Momentum 
as a “rabble”?

Last week’s Socialist Worker 
revealed how the right are 

scheming to keep fighting 
Corbyn—and guffawing at the 
thought of him losing his seat. 

Such people will be unmoved 
by the members’ rejection of 
their arguments. Instead, they 
will demand the party acts as if 
the right had won.

They must be confronted. 
If they threaten to go, good 
riddance. But there’s a great 
danger that you could be drawn 
into endless internal battles.

I ’m for deselect ion of 
Corbyn’s enemies. But you 
might end up directing most of 
your energy to the long slog, 
through tortuous processes and 
endless meetings, to (perhaps) 
get rid of a right winger. 

This is not the crucial arena. 

T
HE BEST way for 
Jeremy to beat 
back the right and 
win the next elec-
tion is to head up 
a much higher level 

of fightback in the workplaces 
and the streets.

Workers are more open to 
radical ideas and less prone to 
scapegoating when there are 
lots of strikes and protests.

Resistance is crucial anyway. 
It’s well over 1,300 days until 
the scheduled general election.

Can you imagine the damage 
the Tories will cause by then? 
We need a fightback now. That 
means defining targets and get-
ting active outside parliament.

We should take confidence 
in everything from the recent 
strike by 150 million people in 
India to the support for Bernie 
Sanders in the US to the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

But in truth there has been 
an alarming lack of real resist-
ance from the trade unions and 
labour movement in Britain 

over the last year. That’s not 
because people wouldn’t sup-
port it—as the widespread 
backing for the junior doctors 
has shown.

Now the left inside and out-
side Labour need to discuss and 
cooperate to shift this.

There are hundreds of thou-
sands of new left wing Labour 
members and the tens of thou-
sands who come to Jeremy’s 
rallies. It would be great to 
get them mobilised—even if it 
means upsetting some of the 
union leaders who have no 

confidence in the possibility of 
success.

We already work together 
against war and racism. That 
work can be strengthened.

Bones
The election campaign has seen 
Jeremy put more flesh on the 
bones of his calls for a country 
that works for “the millions not 
the millionaires”.

But he could set out a pro-
gramme for a left wing Brexit 
and call meetings and dem-
onstrations to battle for it. He 

could choose a small number of 
popular policies and campaign 
hard for them. They could be a 
£10 an hour minimum wage, 
guaranteed full rights for EU 
nationals, or stopping grammar 
schools and educational segre-
gation. What are your ideas?

For a start let’s be together 
next weekend in Birmingham 
demonstrating outside the Tory 
conference, and at the Stand 
Up to Racism conference on  
8 October.

I’m very excited by develop-
ments in Labour, but I’m not 

joining the party. It is still cen-
tred on elections, and the union 
leaders have a huge say in what 
happens. 

For the moment most of 
them support Jeremy. But it 
comes at a price.

A poll in August showed that 
53 percent of Labour members 
and supporters said Britain 
should get rid of its nuclear 
missiles. Just 25 percent were 
in favour of them.

But that won’t go through 
Labour’s conference because 
the Unite and GMB union 
leaders and most MPs support 
Trident.

Most Labour members back 
the junior doctors’ strikes, and 
so does Jeremy. But there’s 
absolutely no push to get 
Labour members on to picket 
lines or to organise support.

Jeremy is right to oppose 
the cuts being dictated by the 
Tories in councils—such as the 
wage cut that teaching assis-
tants are fighting in Durham.

But in Durham, as in many 
other towns, it’s a Labour coun-
cil imposing the cuts. I’m sure 
many on the left regret that, but 
there’s no consistent criticism, 
let alone an attempt to stop 
councils doing it. 

L
ABOUR rema ins 
a  par l i amentary 
par ty.  I ts  struc-
tures and politics 
restrict the capac-
ity for it to become 

a social movement, let alone 
an instrument for socialist 
transformation. 

I hope Labour led by Jeremy 
wins the next general election.

But if that happens, the bank-
ers, the bosses and most of the 
media will react with horror. 
Their profits and their privi-
leges might be threatened!

They will undoubtedly use 
methods such as manipulation 
of currency markets and delib-
erately shrinking the economy. 

Look what happened in 
Greece. The Syriza government 
was elected with an anti-austerity 
mandate then capitulated to 
pressure from bankers, bosses 
and the EU.

It failed to mobilise and 
organise the masses of Greece 
against the unelected elite.

Despite pledges to halt pri-
vatisation, the port of Piraeus, 
the national railway carrier 
and 15 airports have been 
sold off. Thousands of refu-
gees are herded into detention 
centres and threatened with 
deportation.

T h e r e  w a s  a n d  i s 

resistance—but now it’s against 
the leaders of Syriza, not along-
side them.

Jeremy wouldn’t be like that, 
I hear you say.

Of course he wouldn’t want 
to end up implementing the 
bosses’ plans. But neither did 
Syriza prime minister Alexis 
Tsipras. He simply had no 
answer when capital moved to 
crush him. 

And if the financial squeeze 
fails, the ruling class can 
become more brutal. 

Terrified
In the 1970s sections of the 
bosses and the politicians were 
terrified by the scale of work-
ers’ struggle in Britain. A top 
Tory called Ian Gilmour, then 
the shadow defence secretary, 
wrote a book.

“Majority rule is a device,” 
wrote Gilmour. “Democracy is 
a means to an end not an end in 
itself. If it is leading to an end 
that is undesirable, then there is 
a theoretical case for ending it.”

No such measures proved 
necessary. But the threat has 
not gone away.

A “senior serving general” 
told the Sunday Times news-
paper that if Corbyn became 
prime minister, there would be 
“the very real prospect” of “a 
mutiny”.

Elements in the military 
would use “whatever means 
possible, fair or foul,” he said.

This doesn’t mean I think the 
struggle is hopeless. Far from it. 

But in the end power doesn’t 
lie in parliament. It lies in the 
economic ownership and con-
trol by the bosses and the  
unelected army, the police and 
the state. 

The only way we can combat 
economic sabotage from the 
multinationals or the reaction 
of the state would be mobilisa-
tion of workers on a vast scale.

It would need strikes and 
occupations and monster 
demonstrations.

It would require politics 
dragged from the parliamentary 
chambers into the streets. That’s 
why I think we need independ-
ent revolutionary organisation.

Let’s unite in the many strug-
gles where we have so much in 
common. I will always be on 
Jeremy’s side against his right 
wing critics. 

But we also have to keep dis-
cussing how best to open the 
road to socialist transformation.

Charlie Kimber is editor of 
Socialist Worker and joint 
national secretary of the 
Socialist Workers Party

Jess “fuck off” Phillips

A year since his first letter, Charlie Kimber 
warns that no peace is possible with the 
vicious Labour right—and that vital battles 
outside the party risk being neglected
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Tony Benn addressing a Militant rally

MPs slam Cameron’s Libya 
intervention ‘failure’

David Cameron’s 
imperialist war on 
Libya in 2011 is to 
blame for the chaos 
in the country today, 
writes Alistair Farrow

FORMER PRIME minister 
David Cameron carried out 
“an opportunistic policy of 
regime change” in Libya, 
according to a report by 
the Foreign Affairs Select 
Committee last week. 

The war’s dire 
consequences were laid bare 
in the MPs’ report. 

It blamed Cameron for  
“political and economic 
collapse, humanitarian and 
migrant crises, widespread 
human rights violations, the 
spread of Gaddafi regime 
weapons across the region 
and the growth of [Isis] in 
North Africa.”

It said he “was ultimately 
responsible for the failure 
to develop a coherent Libya 
strategy”. 

Cameron should be held 
to account. But just 13 MPs 
voted against intervention, 
among them Jeremy Corbyn 
and John McDonnell. 

“Humanitarian 
intervention” was the lie used 
to justify Cameron’s war. 

This was the line pushed 
by both Liam Fox and William 
Hague, Britain’s defence 
and foreign secretaries at 
the time. They said British 
bombing in Libya was about 
helping the rebellion against 
Gaddafi. 

The report shows this was 
false.

Uprising
One of the real reasons for 
the intervention was to 
stem the revolutionary tide 
sweeping across the Middle 
East in 2011.

Different Western powers 
backed intervention to 
defend and further their own 
interests. 

An aide to former US 
secretary of state Hillary 
Clinton described then 
French prime minister Nicolas 
Sarkozy’s motivations as “a 
desire to gain a greater share 
of Libyan oil production”. 

This was as true of Britain 
as it was of France.

Benghazi in the east of 
Libya had become a focal 
point for an uprising against 
Gaddafi. 

The National Transitional 
Council (NTC) was formed 
out of the uprising but heavy 
military losses and setbacks 
meant it looked to Western 
powers for support. 

That led to compromises 
when it came to constructing 
a government after Gaddafi 
was deposed.

Western powers, in 
particular Britain, could have 

released Gaddafi’s offshore 
funds to the NTC. Instead, 
they provided conditional 
military support, with US and 
British special forces directly 
involved.

The main condition for 
this support, in addition to 
access to oilfields, was the 
UN-backed Government of 
National Accord (GNA)—a 
creation of Cameron’s 
government. 

This is held up by the 
report’s authors as “the only 
game in town”. 

But it cannot form a 
government, largely because 
the country is being pulled 
apart by factions supported by 
different imperial powers. 

The GNA has little control 
of the country outside of 
Tripoli in the west. 

Bombing
General Khalifa Haftar’s 
eastern government has 
recently been supported 
by US, Italian and British 
bombing missions, further 
increasing hostility between 
the two governments. Haftar 
is said to control 80 percent 
of Libya’s oil production.

Regional powers such as 
the Saudi regime also back 
militias with money and 
weapons.

And British and US special 
forces have been operating 
in the country for years, 
guarding oilfields alongside 
private security teams and 
training soldiers.

Between the competing 
imperial powers stoking civil 
war the hopes of the ordinary 
people who joined the 2011 
uprising against Gaddafi have 
been crushed.

DAVID CAMERON in Libya in 2011—thinking about the oil

BACK STORY
In February 2011 people in 
Libya rose up against the 
regime of Colonel Gaddafi
lPopular protests inspired 
by revolutions in Egypt 
and Tunisia were brutally 
repressed by Gaddafi
lThe revolt turned to 
armed struggle and the 
West sought to regain a 
foothold in the region
lBut they have created a 
disaster and the Libyans 
they said would be helped 
by bombs have only suffered

Western 
powers backed 
intervention to 
defend their 
own interests

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
LIBYA
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The case of the vanishing voters 
 by SADIE ROBINSON

HUNDREDS OF thousands 
of people have vanished 
from Britain’s electoral 
registers—and you’re more 
likely to be among them if 
you're young or poor.

The scandal came to the 
fore last week with Tory 
plans to change constituency 
boundaries. The changes are 
based on the number of eligi-
ble voters in each area.

But the Tories have fiddled 
the figures with a new voting 
system, Individual Electoral 
Registration (IER).

Removed
Conveniently, IER will make 
it easier for the Tories to win 
elections as it removed voters 
from groups less likely to vote 
for them.

Nearly 800,000 people 
were removed from the reg-
isters last December as IER 
was completed.

Some 600,000 had van-
ished in the 12 months 
before.

The Tories claimed IER 
would remove inaccurate 

data. But the Electoral Com-
mission (EC) has accepted 
that “not all of the entries 
removed were inaccurate”.

The EC found statistically 
significant falls in registra-
tion between 2014, when 

the last registers under the 
old system were produced, 
and December 2015.

An EC report published this 
year said these falls affected 
younger age groups, private 
renters and people who had 

recently moved house. 
The report looked at 

the accuracy of the regis-
ters—whether there are  
fraudulent entries—and 
“completeness”—whether 
everyone eligible is included. 

It analysed the registers 
against the results of house 
to house surveys.

The local government  
register was missing an esti-
mated 16 percent of eligi-
ble voters. And 15 percent 

were missing from the par-
liamentary register—it was  
“85 percent complete”.

Older people and home 
owners are more likely to be 
registered than the young 
and renters.

The IER has made this 
divide bigger.

Just 65 percent of 18-19 
year olds are on the regis-
ters, a drop of 9 percent since 
2014.

Decline
The EC accepts the true 
decline could be much larger.
Just 27 percent of people who 
have lived at their address for 
up to a year are registered—
down from 40 percent.

Registration among pri-
vate renters  fel l  f rom  
63 percent to 57 percent.

Richer people are more 
likely to be registered than 
poor people—88 percent of 
“ABs” compared to 83 per-
cent of “C1s”. And C1s saw a 
significant drop of 2 percent 
since 2014.

The EC concluded that 
“between 7.8 and 8.3 million 
people were not correctly reg-
istered in December 2015”.

THOSE KICKED off the register are left out in the cold

HOW IT WORKS
Individual Electoral 
Registration (IER) was 
introduced between June 
and September 2014. 
Under the old system, one 
person in each household 
confirmed the household's 
eligible voters.
lIER means individuals 
register themselves. 
Details are checked against 
government data. If the data 
doesn't match, for instance 
due to a change of address, 
the voter would have to 
provide extra evidence.
lThe original deadline 
for providing this was 
December 2016. The 
Tories brought it forward to 
December last year. At that 
time, nearly 800,000 voters 
were removed from the 
registers.
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European states stick together to keep desperate out
EUROPEAN STATES band 
together to control 

migration, but they also fall out 
over who pays for EU 
programmes and who takes in 
refugees.

Britain’s government was a 
key sponsor of the EU-Turkey 
pact. Until Brexit happens it 
will remain part of the EU’s 
anti-refugee operation.

Despite threatening the 
status of EU migrants in Britain, 
the Tories hope to keep up 
this grim cooperation—in 
large part through Nato.

Other European countries 
sent boats and guards to 
patrol the Aegean through 

EU border force Frontex. 
But Britain was always 

marginal to Frontex because it 
didn’t join the Schengen space.

So it sent boats through 
Nato instead. Since the Brexit 
referendum British officials have 
reiterated their commitment 
to EU-Nato cooperation.

And Hungary is on course for 
a major confrontation with the 
EU as its hard right government 
opposes taking in any refugees. 
It has called a referendum next 
month on whether the EU should 
be able to override parliament 
and settle refugees there.

The government campaign has 
seen racist posters put up all over 

the country. The slogans include, 
“Did you know that since the 
start of the immigration crisis 
the harassment of women 
has gone up in Europe?”

Luxembourg’s foreign 
minister Jean Asselborn 
called for Hungary to be 
kicked out of the EU.

The resettlement scheme 
itself—which promises that some 
refugees in Greece, Italy and 
Turkey will eventually be offered 
legal passage elsewhere—is 
tokenistic and ineffective.

But it’s essential to the EU to 
keep the countries with large 
numbers of refugees willing to 
act as border guards to the rest.

World leaders look on as 
refugees drown in sea
Dave Sewell looks at a United Nations Refugee Agency report which details 
the scale of the crisis as world leaders plan a new clampdown on refugees

 HEADS of state from around 
the world met on Monday to 

discuss a solution to the acute refu-
gee crisis. This was followed by a 
“leaders’ summit” led by the US on 
Tuesday. 

Aiming for international coopera-
tion could seem like good news. But 
states already cooperate—to hold ref-
ugees back with deadly results.

The  Uni ted  Nat ions  High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
found that by the end of 2015 a 
record 65.3 million people were for-
cibly displaced.

That’s one in every 113 people on 
the planet, more than the population 
of Britain, and a jump of six million 
since 2014.

The stunning figure doesn’t count 
the millions fleeing poverty. Wars in 
Yemen and South Sudan that were 
among the fastest growing sources of 
refugees have only intensified since it 
was compiled.

Determined
The proportion to reach Europe 
is tiny—and Europe’s rulers are  
determined to keep it that way.

Almost two thirds are internally 
displaced within their own countries.

Of the 21.3 million people UNHCR 
counts as refugees—those who have 
fled their country—more than half 
are from war-torn Syria, Afghanistan 
and Somalia. 

The two main destinations were 
Turkey and Pakistan. Five of the top 
ten were in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Some 298,099 refugees have 
reached Europe by sea this year so 
far, according to UNHCR. Almost half 
of these crossed the Mediterranean 
into Italy.

A Turkish, European Union (EU) 

and Nato clampdown on the Aegean 
Sea between Turkey and Greece has 
made the longer, deadlier Italian 
route more important.

So even though the number cross-
ing is down from over a million last 
year, the deaths aren’t slowing down. 
Some 3,210 people are already 
believed to have died in 2016, com-
pared to around 4,000 for all of 2015.

The plan is now to reproduce the 
Aegean clampdown in Libya. The 
EU’s Operation Sophia is sending 
boats and over 1,200 naval person-
nel to train Libya’s rump state and 
police its coast.

And a cash-for-borders deal agreed 

by the EU and mostly African states 
last year is nearing ratification. 
Jordan, Lebanon, Niger, Nigeria, 
Senegal, Mali, Ethiopia, Tunisia 
and Libya are the first to get fund-
ing from a “Migration Partnership 
Framework”.

Migrants
Aiming to grow to more than  
£50 billion, it bribes major countries 
of origin and transit to keep migrants 
out of Europe.

European Commission vice presi-
dent Frans Timmermans promised a 
“results based approach” that would 
“reward those third countries willing 

to cooperate effectively with us and 
to ensure that there are consequences 
for those who do not”.

US Republican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump has deservedly 
been mocked for his pledge to build 
a wall on the US border.

But the Tories are building a wall at 
Britain’s border in Calais—matching 
those the EU has already built along 
its external borders with Turkey and 
Morocco. 

Repressing migration has always 
been wrong. As a response to an his-
toric refugee exodus, it can only trap 
people in war zones or drive them 
into the sea.

THE REAL face of the refugee crisis                        Picture: Guy Smallman

Most refugees 
are children

 A staggering  
51 percent of the 

refugees for whom 
UNHCR had data were 
children. Many had been 
separated from their 
parents.

An amendment to the 
Immigration Act, moved 
by Labour’s Lord Alf 
Dubs, commits Britain 
to bringing in some of 
these children. There 
are estimated to be 
over 800 in the “jungle” 
at Calais on Britain’s 
doorstep alone—many 
with relatives in Britain.

Yet four months after 
the act was passed, not 
a single child has been 
brought in under the 
scheme. There is no 
attempt being made to 
make contact with those 
eligible.

No escape from 
war in Somalia

 Kenya’s government 
declares Somalia to 

be at peace. 
It aims to close 

Daadab, the world’s 
largest refugee camp, 
by November. Over 
320,000 Somalis live 
in Daadab, some born 
there.

UNHCR is offering 
them £300 to return to 
Somalia.

But many find no 
safety, as Amina told 
NGO Human Rights 
Watch. She took her 
children back to her 
village. 

Two days later 
fighting broke out.

They fled to a camp 
inside Somalia, where 
Amina was raped by 
a government official. 
They went back to 
Kenya, but were no 
longer recognised as 
refugees or eligible for 
rations.

Britain can take 
more kids in 

 As of June, Britain 
had resettled 

around 2,600 of the 
20,000 Syrian refugees 
promised by David 
Cameron.

That’s a tenth of the 
26,000 Syrian refugees 
taken in by Canada—and 
just under a tenth of a 
percent of the 2.7 million 
living in Turkey.

His target of 20,000 
by 2020 is in danger of 
being missed.Foreign minister Jean Asselborn
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Lights, camera— 
strike at Ritzy
BECTU UNION members at 
the Ritzy cinema in Brixton, 
south London, were set 
to strike from 12 noon on 
Saturday of this week.

They plan to walk out 
after bosses at Ritzy’s owner 
Picturehouse Cineworld 
Cinemas refused to negotiate 
on their pay claims.

They are demanding the 
London Living Wage, company 
sick pay, maternity, paternity 
and adoption pay and fairer 
differentials. Some 90 percent 
voted in favour of action.

Prudent decision to 
strike wins a victory
INDUSTRIAL ACTION and the 
threat of strikes has won new 
jobs for 82 workers at insurers 
Prudential in Reading.

They faced job losses as 
part of planned outsourcing 
of Prudential annuities back 
office to Mumbai in India.

Unite union members 
began action short of a strike 
on 31 August and had called 
strikes for Thursday and 
Friday of last week. These 
were suspended for talks. 

Haringey united 
against demolitions
RESIDENTS OF Haringey, 
north London, met on Monday 
to discuss the next steps in 
the campaign to stop Haringey 
council from redeveloping the 
Northumberland Park estate 
and parts of the surrounding 
area.
Paul Burnham
lGo to bit.ly/2cXEY4G for more 
information 

Unite members to 
deliver a strike
SOME 300 newspaper 
delivery workers were set to 
strike on Friday of this week 
and Monday of next.

Menzies Distribution 
bosses have offered a pathetic 
pay rise to £7.25 an hour while 
slashing holiday entitlements.

The strike could disrupt 
newsagents across Britain. 

Workers also begin an 
overtime ban on Friday, on top 
of a work-to-rule they have 
been following since 8 August.

EHRC workers 
strike against cuts
WORKERS AT the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission 
(EHRC) could strike against 
cuts.

The Unite and PCS unions 
are balloting for strikes 
against restructuring brought 
on by a funding cut of 
25 percent.

This includes compulsory 
redundancies and the closure 
of offices in Birmingham, 
Edinburgh, Leeds and 
Birmingham.

The EHRC provides support 
to victims of discrimination 
and hate crime. The cut will 
mean fewer caseworkers at 
a time when racist crimes 
appear to be increasing.

UNIVERSITIES 

London Met votes for 
strikes by two to one
by SADIE ROBINSON

UCU UNION members at 
London Metropolitan University 
in north London have voted 
by two to one for strikes. 

The ballot asked whether 
workers would take action 
to reinstate their union reps, 
resist compulsory redundancies 
and defend conditions.

London Met bosses are on 
the warpath. They have imposed 
compulsory redundancy on two 
UCU reps, Mark Campbell and 
David Hardman. They have also 
announced plans for 395 more 
redundancies.

Mark told Socialist Worker, 
“I’m pleased to see that London 
Met workers have voted for 
strikes. Despite the intimidation 
they have faced, they have 
shown they are willing to stand 
up and fight.”

Some 63 percent backed 
strikes in the ballot. It stated 
that, in the event of a yes vote, 
the local UCU committee would 
request the national union to 
initiate strikes beginning on 
Thursday 29 September.

The branch also has its AGM 

next week where workers will 
discuss further action and the 
possible greylisting, or boycott, 
of London Met. Workers have 
said they want the union to 
initiate a greylist—boycott—if 
bosses refuse to back down.

Workers at London Met think 
that bosses are rushing through 
attacks to soften it up for 
privatisation. The Tories’ Higher 
Education White Paper includes 
changes that make it easier for 
private firms to take over and 
set up universities.

Richard Payne has worked 
at London Met for 12 years. 
He told Socialist Worker, “We 
feel like laboratory rats that are 

being experimented on.”
The battle at London Met 

isn’t just about two reps or 
one workplace. It will have 
implications for workers across 
higher education and for trade 
unionists in general. There 
is potential to build a wider 
campaign.

Mark added that shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell has 
pledged his “full support” for 
workers if they voted for strikes. 
Workers elsewhere should 
urgently send messages of 
support and raise solidarity for 
those at London Met.
lSend messages of support to 
uculondonmet@mail.com

SOME 200 workers protested against privatisation of ICT services at Glasgow council on Monday  Picture: Duncan Brown

CIVIL SERVICE

Guards for 
cops strike
SECURITY GUARDS working 
at Met Police control centres 
in London struck on Tuesday 
and Friday of last week. 
Workers were set to strike 
again this Thursday.

The PCS union members 
walked out at the centres 
where emergency calls are 
handled.

They are demanding an 
improved pay offer from 
outsourcer Engie. Pickets 
were well attended.

NHS

March for 
kids’ ward
MORE THAN 700 people 
marched through Dorchester on 
Saturday of last week, opposing 
closure of the Kingfisher 
children’s medical ward. 

The Special Children and 
Babies Unit could move as well. 

The campaign began with 
a demonstration of several 
hundred in June 2015 when 
the review of local hospital 
and medical services was 
announced. 

Campaigners fear that the 
plan is to downgrade Dorchester 
Hospital.
Fred Lindop

EDUCATION

FIRE SERVICE

Job cuts in 
Manchester
FIREFIGHTERS IN Greater 
Manchester could face 
the sack if they refuse 
a new contract.

Bosses have put more 
than 1,000 firefighters on 
redundancy notice. They 
want to slash 250 jobs.  

An FBU union reps’ 
meeting in Manchester 
was set to take place on 
Wednesday of this week. 

It will take strikes to 
stop the attacks on workers 
and save the fire service.SCHOOLS

Backlash 
over U-turn
NUT UNION branches and 
associations have passed 
motions calling on its leaders 
to name more strike dates.

Teachers are fighting the 
impact on their conditions 
of government policies 
and funding cuts. They 
successfully struck across 
England on 5 July. But general 
secretary Kevin Courtney and 
others have argued against 
naming further dates.

Ealing’s NUT committee 
in west London unanimously 
passed a statement last week 
calling on the executive to 
“reconsider its position”.

The motion agreed that a 
strike alongside other school 
workers would be stronger. 
But it said, “We also consider 
the last few years of the rare 
occasional one day strike to 
be ineffective.”

NUT associations in 
Sheffield and Rotherham 
in South Yorkshire also 
unanimously passed motions 
calling for naming more strike 
dates. Teachers in other areas 
should do the same.

Teachers in sixth forms are 
calling on the union to ballot 
them for strikes so they can 
be part of future walkouts. 

The NUT will also hold a 
special conference in London 
on Saturday 5 November to 
discuss merging with the ATL 
union.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

OBITUARIES
Nick Howard
1933-2016
NICK HOWARD, an inspiring 
revolutionary socialist, 
has died a few days after 
his 83rd birthday.

In an extraordinary life, 
Nick was an eyewitness to 
revolution around the world in 
the 1950s. His ten year stint in 
the Merchant Navy was a tour 
of political hotspots.

“I always happened to be 
somewhere where things were 
going off,” Nick said in an 
archive interview.

He was working as a 

ship’s officer and navigator 
sailing in the Suez Canal the 
day Egyptian leader Gamal 
Abdul Nasser nationalised 
it. “Gentlemen, you’re now 
working for Col Nasser,” Nick 
recalled an Egyptian officer 
telling the crew.

Nick refused to serve on a 
British government supply ship 
after war broke out.

Such events politicised Nick. 
He left the sea after taking part 
in a strike over conditions.

He worked in a maritime 
library then won a scholarship 
to the London School of 
Economics where he joined 
the International Socialism 

Group, later known as the 
International Socialists (IS), 
forerunner to the Socialist 
Workers Party, around  
1961-62.

He met Che Guevara in 
1961 after putting his navy 

service to political use to sign 
up on a Greek ship travelling to 
Havana.

After he graduated from 
the LSE in 1964 he taught 
in Sheffield and built an IS 
branch. He helped draw 
rank and file miners to the 
organisation during the strikes 
of both 1972 and 1974.

He carried out maritime 
research which took him all 
over the world. Other works 
include the history of the 
steelworkers’ unions, a study 
of the Puddlers’ Unions in the 
1860s and a study on teaching 
art therapy.

Nick had his own ideas, 

always argued his own position 
and stuck to his guns whatever 
the circumstances. 

He was as generous in 
discussion as he was as a 
comrade and friend. Politics 
was his life until the end.

Commiserations from 
Sheffield comrades to his 
partner Jenny, daughters 
Rachel and Rebecca and son 
Luke.
Phil Turner
lMore at bit.ly/2d5ZtwD
lNick Howard’s funeral will 
be on Thursday 29 September, 
1.15pm, Hutcliffe Wood 
Crematorium, Periwood Lane, 
Sheffield, S8 0HP

Nick travelling to China

A London Met picket line last year  Picture: Guy Smallman
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SCOTLAND

 Thousands demand  
 second referendum
by DREW McEWAN

LAST WEEKEND marked 
the second anniversary of 
the Scottish Independence 
referendum. 

Two separate rallies in 
Glasgow, joined by around 
2,000 people, revived some-
thing of the colour of the 
referendum campaign—and 
the expectations of what an 
independent Scotland would 
bring. 

In the last two years the 
Scottish National Party (SNP) 
has had 56 MPs elected. 

The SNP continues its 
dominance of the Scottish 
parliament and is expected 
to do very well in local elec-
tions next year.

Demolition
Those two years have also 
seen the almost complete 
demolition of the once dom-
inant Scottish Labour Party, 
now reduced to a rump of the 
force it once was. 

The prospect of the SNP 
securing the councils of 
major cities such as Glasgow 
is now a very real possibility. 

Scottish Labour is in a 
crisis about how to respond.

For socialists the sight of 
independence rallies can 
sometimes grate a little with 
the display of Saltire flags 
and Scottish football tops.

But the aspirations of 
the people who turn out 
at them is vastly different 
from that narrow nationalist 
perspective.

The number of Palestinian 
flags and the rainbow flag 

of LGBT+ liberation pre-
sent showed the grassroots 
movement for independence 
is marked by a progressive 
politics. People want an 
independent Scotland that 

opposes austerity, encour-
ages diversity, welcomes 
refugees and plays no part in 
imperialist wars. 

And they don’t simply 
follow the SNP blindly.

There is continuing pres-
sure on the SNP to press hard 
for a second independence 
referendum. But there were 
no official SNP speakers at 
either of the rallies.

JUSTICE CAMPAIGNS

Rotherham 12 campaign 
hosts justice convention
THE ROTHERHAM 12 
campaign is holding a 
convention, Injustice in the 
System, in Sheffield this 
Saturday. 

Speakers include lawyer 
Imran Khan and solicitor 
Gareth Peirce. 

There will also be 
activists from the 
Hillsborough and Orgreave 
justice campaigns.

The Rotherham 12 
campaign defends 12 Asian 
men arrested following 
an anti-fascist protest 
in Rotherham, South 

Yorkshire, last September.
More than  

400 people joined a 
counter-demonstration 
called by Rotherham Unite 
Against Fascism on  
5 September 2015.

A trial of the men, who 
face charges including 
violent disorder, is due to 
begin in Sheffield on  
3 October.
Sadie Robinson
lEmail  
rotherham12dc@gmail.com 
for more information or go to 
rotherham12dc.org

MARCHERS KEEP the flame burning for Scottish independence 

TRANSPORT WORKERS

 Drivers close Tube line
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

TUBE DRIVERS on the 
Hammersmith & City and 
Circle London Underground 
lines struck for 24 hours 
last week, ending on Friday 
night. 

The drivers are RMT 
union members. One picket 
told Socialist Worker, 
“They’ve only got half the 
Circle running and no 
Hammersmith & City.” 

The other half of the 
Circle line was only running, 
the striker said, due to a 
“cock up” in only balloting 
two out of three depots.

The RMT said, “The 
dispute is over heavy handed 

and aggressive management, 
including putting staff toilet 
breaks on a stop watch.”

The picket added, “We feel 
strongly about the sacking of 
one of our colleagues. 

“Train operators are 
being harassed over 
physical rest breaks and 
there’s a breakdown in the 
negotiating machinery.”

More talks are planned 
but workers expect to strike 
again. 

Union activists must push 
to ensure all drivers are 
balloted next time, and not 
just in the RMT.

A united strike with 
drivers in the Aslef union can 
bring the bosses to heel.

JULIAN COLE

 Paralysis cops to face probe
FIVE POLICE officers could 
face gross misconduct charges 
after student Julian Cole 
was left paralysed following 
his arrest in May 2013.

Julian was arrested outside 
a nightclub in Bedfordshire 
after asking for a refund.

He was restrained by 
security guards before being 
arrested by police officers out 
of the sight of CCTV cameras. 

He only reappeared on 
CCTV as they carried him to 
the police van.

His brother said, “Julian did 
not need five officers to pin 
him down. He is only 5ft 5in 
and was unarmed.”

The Independent Police 

Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) has referred the case to 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
to decide whether to bring 
criminal charges.

The IPCC has said the 
investigation is set to take 
three years, which the family’s 
lawyer says is “too long.”

In a separate statement 
Julian’s mother said, 
“Following contact with police 
officers that night he has 
been left paralysed and in a 
vegetative state and he will 
need 24-hour care for as long 
as he lives.

“Julian is still alive, but  
it cannot be said that he is 
really living.”

TELFORD

March remembers 
Dalian Atkinson
THE FAMILY of Dalian 
Atkinson marched with 
supporters in Telford 
last Saturday to demand 
answers into his death. 

Dalian died soon after 
police shot him with a 
taser outside his father’s 
house last month. 

Two officers have been 
served with gross misconduct 
notices and are under a 
criminal investigation. 

The protest marched 
from the site of Dalian’s 
death to Malingsgate police 
station chanting, “Who 
are the murderers? Police 
are the murderers.”

CALMAC FERRIES

 Unions declare a dispute  
 after bosses’ pay attacks
UNIONS ARE in dispute 
with bosses at CalMac, the 
publicly-owned Scottish 
ferry service. Days of talks 
have produced a pay offer 
that won’t keep pace with 
inflation.

CalMac was awarded 
an eight-year contract by 
the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) government to run the 
Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Service contract earlier this 
year.

Now it is clear that 
CalMac’s successful bid 
committed to only offering 
pay rises based on the CPI 

rate of inflation instead of 
the usually higher RPI used 
previously.

Workers are also angry 
that a bonus that has been 
in place every year for over a 
decade is to be scrapped. 

This applies to everyone 
except people not covered 
by a collective bargaining 
agreement, which includes 
all the senior managers and 
directors. It would seem 
the only reason the SNP 
didn’t privatise CalMac was 
because bosses promised to 
cut costs and attack workers’ 
pay and conditions.

RAIL

RMT union members at 
one of Britain’s largest rail 
freight companies were set 
to strike for 24 hours this 
week. Some 75 percent of the 
union’s Freightliner Heavy 
Haul members voted for the 
action. 

They are demanding a 
better pay deal for ground 
staff, shift managers, clerical 
and supervisory staff.

Bosses offered zero 
percent last year. 

They have since used 
a downturn in the use 
of coal to consult on 
redundancies instead of 
giving workers a pay rise.

Yet Freightliner’s 
directors managed to 
find money to hand 
themselves a 30 percent 
pay rise in the last year.

CLEANERS

Triple trouble 
 in Wakefield 
THREE CLEANERS in 
Wakefield are on indefinite 
strike after contractor C&D 
Cleaning Services cut their 
hourly rate and sick pay.

Bosses refuse to recognise 
their union, Unison, and the 
workers need solidarity. 

Between the three they have 
over 30 years’ service cleaning 
at Kinsley Academy. They were 
outsourced to C&D in April.

They said, “They cut our 
pay from day 1 and we have 
already lost hundreds of 
pounds.”
lSend messages of support 
to contact@unison-wakefield.
org.uk
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  HUNT CAN BE  
 BEATEN BACK
As junior doctors in England prepare for the first of three five-day walkouts, 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans argues that building solidarity can help them to win
THE BATTLELINES in the 
fight to defend the NHS 
have been drawn as junior 
doctors plan three five-day 
walkouts in the run-up to 
Christmas. 

They are fighting against 
Tory health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt’s imposition of a dan-
gerous new contract.

The Tories and the right 
wing press are already pump-
ing out propaganda about 
“greedy doctors” putting 
patients’ lives at risk. 

It was this immense pres-
sure that saw the British 
Medical Association (BMA) 
call off a strike planned for 
last week.

Many feared that the 
BMA’s Council would pull 
their planned walkouts in 
October, November and 
December. 

But rank and file junior 
doctors put pressure on the 
BMA leadership to stand firm. 

Now, as the BMA’s junior 
doctors committee meets 
this Saturday, it’s crucial that 
it focuses on building the 
action.

Resolve
Chris James, a junior doctor 
in south London, told 
Socialist Worker, “The BMA 
had a wobble, but it came to 
the decision that we’ve got to 
stand firm. I think this deci-
sion will give junior doctors 
a new lease of resolve.” 

In an online survey, set 
up by a rep at east London’s 
H o m e r t o n  U n i v e r s i t y 
Hospital, some 78 percent 
said they were against call-
ing off the action. 

Of the 840 junior doctors 
surveyed some 77 percent 
also said that calling strikes 
off would make them con-
sider leaving the BMA or less 
likely to join it. 

Chris added, “No one 
wanted to go on strike, but 
you reach a point where 
they’re just not listening and 
we have to take industrial 
action.” 

Every trade unionist and 

campaigner now has to 
build solidarity—it is crucial 
to boosting junior doctors’ 
confidence. 

In south London junior 
doctors and their supporters 
planned a public meeting this 
week, with speakers from the 

NUT teachers’ and Aslef train 
drivers’ unions among others. 

There are plans for dem-
onstrat ions during the 
walkout in both south and 
east London. 

At the Homerton, junior 
doctors and their supporters 

held an organising meeting 
last Thursday to discuss how 
to mobilise junior doctors 
and build solidarity. 

Many junior doctors will 
have moved hospitals since 
the last strikes because they 
are on an annual rotation. 

A new layer of medical stu-
dents, who weren’t part of 
the industrial action last 
year, have also come into the 
workforce. 

Jackie Applebee, a GP and 
BMA member in east London, 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
junior doctors we were work-
ing with in the Royal London 
hospital have moved. 

“It means we’ve got to 
make new contacts and build 
links inside the hospitals 
again.  

“It can feel like starting 
from scratch, but we’ve all 
got to do it.”

Support
She added, “Some junior 
doctors were feeling nerv-
ous about it so offering them 
practical support is really 
important.” 

Delegates to the TUC 
conference last week unani-
mously passed an emergency 
motion supporting the junior 
doctors. 

The TUC and union lead-
ers must now build practical 
solidarity, not just rhetori-
cal support like the majority 
showed last time. 

PCS general secretary 
Mark Serwotka was right 
to call for a national day of 
action in support of the junior 
doctors during their walkout 
in April. 

And CWU union leader 
Dave Ward called for a 
national demonstration. This 
is the least that should be 
done.

The new contract comes 
in on 1 October—but a seri-
ous fight can still beat Hunt’s 
attack. 

A win for junior doctors 
could also deal a severe blow 
against austerity. 
South London Junior Doctors 
Support Group public meeting, 
Thursday 22 September, 7pm,  
We are 336, 336 Brixton Road, 
London, SW9 3AA.  
Speakers include Chris James, 
junior doctor, Jess Edwards, 
NUT union national executive 
and Finn Brennan, Aslef union 
London organiser

JUNIOR DOCTORS protest against the contract earlier this year Picture: Guy Smallman

Patients at 
risk from 
contract
TORY HEALTH secretary 
Jeremy Hunt claims 
the new contract is 
necessary to bring in 
“seven day working” 
in order to improve 
patient safety. 

But the NHS 
already provides 24/7 
emergency care and 
junior doctors work 
long hours, including 
nights and weekends. 

Hunt’s proposals 
stretch inadequate 
resources for five 
days across seven.

Junior doctor Chris 
said, “We’re falling apart 
already and there is so 
much in this contract 
that’s dangerous for 
patient safety.”

He added, “We see 

the day to day effects 
of staff shortages, 
rota gaps, stress and 
the impact that has 
on patients. I spent 
six months on A&E 
and it was horrific, 
with six to seven-hour 
waits for patients.” 

Hunt wants Saturday 
and Sunday to be 
ordinary working 
days and to cut 
extra night shift pay 
from 50 percent 
to 37 percent.  

The contract also 
replaces financial 
penalties on hospital 
bosses who overwork 
junior doctors with a 
weaker “guardian role”.

Hunt’s real aim 
is to smash health 
workers’ pay and terms 
and conditions to 
soften the NHS up for 
more privatisation. 

He also wants to ram 
through the horrific 
cuts signalled in the 
“sustainability and 
transformation plans”. 

These could shut 
hospital departments 
across England.

Tory minister Jeremy Hunt
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