
 AFTER CORBYN’S VICTORY

 TAKE THE 
 FIGHT
 TO THE
 TORIES

A BOOST FOR THE STRUGGLE

Corbyn victory should be 
launchpad for resistance 
JEREMY CORBYN’S re-election as Labour 
leader is a boost to everyone who hates 
austerity, racism and war. It must be a 
launchpad for increased resistance, not unity 
with the Labour right. Corbyn called for 
action this Saturday over grammar schools.
>>Pages 3, 4 and 6

NUCLEAR MISSILES

A climbdown over 
Trident and Nato 
LABOUR’S DEFENCE spokesperson 
Clive Lewis shocked some Labour 
conference delegates by declaring the 
party’s support for the Nato military 
alliance and for keeping Trident nuclear 
missiles. Why did this happen?
>>Pages 6&7

BATTLE AGAINST CUTS

Teaching assistants lay 
down challenge in Durham
DURHAM COUNTY Council’s attack on 
teaching assistants’ pay had led to a rank and 
file rebellion that has spread right across the 
county. The dispute has become a serious 
thorn in the side of the Labour-led council—
and the Unison union officials.
>>Pages 10&11

STAND UP TO RACISM CONFERENCE
l Saturday 8 October, London l Speakers include Jeremy Corbyn, Alf Dubs & Diane Abbott 
l Over 1,000 people registered so far l Tickets from standuptoracism.org.uk
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l AN ENID Blyton gift shop in 
Dorset is embroiled in a racism 

row. 
The Advertising Standards Agency 

stepped in after complaints that the 
shop was using a golliwog to adver-
tise itself.

The advert also featured slogans 
such as “English freedom” and 
“political correctness gone mad”.

Incompetent or corrupt Met 
coppers lose millions of files 
S C OT L A N D  YA R D  h a s  l o s t  
13 unsolved murder files and is con-
sidering whether they were destroyed 
by corrupt cops.

The files went missing in 2012.
A search of every single document 

held by the Metropolitan Police Service 
(MPS) has also uncovered fresh intel-
ligence about suspected police corrup-
tion linked to the Stephen Lawrence 
murder.

The force has previously said all rel-
evant material had been handed to the 
1999 Macpherson inquiry into the racist 
murder.

The papers were found to be missing 
in a review of cold cases after two men 
were convicted of Stephen’s murder in 
2012.

Each file contained many boxes of 
documents and were archived at the 
Met’s General Registry in Hendon, north 
London.

The Met said they have no evidence the 
files, all dating back to the 1980s, were 
destroyed by corrupt police officers. 

So they may have been destroyed by 

non-corrupt officers. Operation FileSafe 
has so far examined 900,000 files from 
74 archives held in 34 Met buildings.

Internal briefings reveal how hun-
dreds of thousands of papers have been 
held illegally while many sensitive files 
have simply vanished.

One test search of documents held in 
storage revealed more than half were 

missing. One document states that the 
reviews had “identified wholesale dys-
functional, inconsistent handling of 
unregistered material across the MPS.”

Another document notes that of 
the material held in “deep storage” 
on another site controlled by logis-
tics contractors TNT, 54 percent of the 
records supposedly there were missing 
or misfiled.

A 2014 memo marked “restricted” 
stated, “The MPS does not know what 
information it holds, where it is stored 
or how to retrieve it.” 

A team of 25 officers have been 
reviewing anti-corruption documents 
and is liaising with an inquiry into 
the murder of private detective Daniel 
Morgan.

Just to cover one building’s docu-
ments the 25 coppers would each have 
to look at and then file 22,727,000 
documents.

A 2014 review by Mark Ellison 
QC found files were shredded relat-
ing to Operation Othona, a secret 
1993 corruption report.

lAPPARENTLY A group of poshos 
are up in arms about plans to 

redevelop London’s Hurlingham 
Club at a cost of £19.9 million.

Rich members, including Jeffrey 
Archer, are unhappy as two lime 
trees will be cut down.

One member told a tabloid, “Some 
members might chain themselves 
to the trees to save them.”

Man helps woman to 
break glass ceiling
THE DAILY Mail newspaper 
last week ran an article on 
“the most powerful woman 
in British business”—
new GlaxoSmithKline 
boss Emma Walmsley.

According to the Mail, 
her promotion shows there 
is no “glass ceiling”.

But it was quick to 
explain that her success 
was really down to a 
man.The Mail hailed her 
“VERY understanding 
husband” and lamented 
how Walmsley was able 
to progress because 
his “career had taken 
second place”.

It then spent a good 
few paragraphs detailing 
her haircut, make up and 
clothes.

lDAILY MAIL Tory 
columnist Sarah Vine 

last week described how 
her daughter receives 
extra help at school 
because she is dyslexic.

Vine opined, “The official 
name for these classes is 
SEN (Special Educational 
Needs). I can’t remember 
this, so I once referred to 
it as ‘special needs class’.

“My daughter was 
horrified. Apparently this 
is an inappropriate term 
(obviously, I now jokingly 
say it as much as possibly 
[sic] just to annoy  
her).”

Labour Party over 
run with entryists?
SENIOR Labour figures 
are upset at members 
organising a “party 
within a party”. But only 
if they’re left wing.

Labour Tomorrow, 
which opposes 
elected leader Jeremy 
Corbyn, has raised 
£335,000 since July.

Donors 
include a hedge 
fund manager 
and a couple 
of Lords.

lMeanwhile, 
over to the 

conference 
within a 
conference 
that is Labour 
in Liverpool. 

Here there clearly 
are some entrists.

Not the entirely  
reasonable Momentum 
but the purveyor of 
anti-gay ads the New 
Statesman magazine.

They ran a series 
of poorly attended 
corporate shindigs to 

influence 
the party.

This year’s 
many meetings 
at the Labour 
conference  
have two 
sponsored 
by Raytheon, 
which makes 
weapons 
of mass 
destruction.   

Here comes 
the science 
bit... from Ukip

DOUGLAS Carswell, 
Ukip’s only MP, set 
scientists straight on a 
few things last week.

Going against the 
grain as ever, Carswell 
challenged a top scientist 
by saying the sun’s gravity 
caused tides, not the 
moon’s.

Professor Paul 
Nightingale replied, 
“Douglas, this isn’t a 
controversial point. It’s in 
Newton’s Principia.”

But Carswell remained 
insistent that he in fact 
knew best.
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Save the Lime Tree Two!

Sarah Vine

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I’m the face on 
the placard. I’m 
that bastard’
Former Labour prime  
minister Tony Blair finally 
gets it...

‘When you’re in 
power, okay, you 
alienate people—
but you get things 
done’
...or maybe he doesn’t

‘I have sacrificed 
my career, 
fortune and  
fame for your 
country’
Obnoxious writer  
Julie Burchill’s response to 
the Israeli state after it refused 
her citizenship

‘It’s a reality, 
that’s how  
I travel’
Sports Direct boss Mike 
Ashley on using a helicopter

‘Now Corbyn 
says he will 
nationalise Bake 
Off!’
The Daily Mail loses the plot

‘I realised: the 
bastards, they 
do know and 
they don’t see 
anything wrong 
with it’
Civil rights campaigner 
Bernadette McAliskey 
on realising British politicians 
don’t care about Catholics in 
Northern Ireland

‘I will  stand 
again when all 
Americans are 
afforded the 
same freedom’
US Navy petty officer  
Janaye Ervin on refusing to 
stand for the Star Spangled 
Banner  

GOING UP
Aloquin
Drug company Novum 
increased the price of this 
acne cream 128 percent to 
£10,000 a tube last week.

The main ingredients are 
an anitbiotic and aloe vera 
plant extract. Both are 
inexpensive. The cream 
is classified as “possibly 
effective”. This means 
the US Food and Drug 
Administration consider it 
safe but not much else.

The company Novum put 
up the prices of a number 
of other drugs last week. 
Since May 2015 Aloquin 
has gone up  
3,900 percent.

Gun control for 
Nottingham 
scab union
DISGRACED SCAB 
miners’ union boss Neil 
Greatrex failed to lift a 
ban on him owning guns. 
This is despite calling his 
friend Nottinghamshire 
Police and Crime 
Commissioner Paddy 
Tipping to vouch for him 
in court.

The former president of 
the Union of Democratic 
Mineworkers stole 
£150,000 from sick and 
elderly miners to do up 
his home. Representing 
himself in court to get 
back his gun licence, he 
called one witness, former 
Sherwood MP Tipping. 
The application was 
turned down.



REACTION
 Winning is 
 ‘wonderful’
SUPPORTERS OF Jeremy 
Corbyn erupted in cheers at 
the news he had won. 

At least 700 joined the 
Corbyn-supporters’ event 
The World Transformed 
in Liverpool to hear the 
leadership result.

Debbie, a Corbyn 
supporter, told Socialist 
Worker she felt “really, 
really happy”. She explained 
she never usually took an 
interest in politics, but that 
she was inspired by Corbyn 
because he “speaks to how 
people actually feel”.

Labour member Julie 
said, “I feel wonderful. If 
Corbyn hadn’t won today 
I would never ever have 
voted Labour again.”

Corbyn used his victory 
speech to “thank the more 
than 300,000 supporters 
who have given me their 
trust ... They have given me 
the second mandate in a 
year to lead our party.”

Message 
Corbyn added, “We have 
more in common than that 
which divides us. Let’s wipe 
the slate clean from today.”

One Corbyn supporter 
told Socialist Worker that 
the result was “a message 
that Labour MPs have to 
listen to the members”. 

But the right won’t give 
up (see page 6).

Corbyn also said Labour 
needed to turn outwards 
to take on the Tories, 
including campaigning this 
Saturday over grammar 
schools (see page 4).

He said Labour’s hugely 
increased membership 
could “take our message to 
every part of the country to 
win support for the election 
of a Labour government”.

Owen was for going out 
to “spread the message—
campaigning on the streets 
and the estates”.

The leadership campaign 
has shown the huge 
support for his left wing 
ideas. 

That must be channelled 
into real resistance to beat 
the Tories and to fight for 
a socialist society where 
people come before profit.

 Corbyn  victory should be  
launch pad for resistance
JEREMY CORBYN’S re-election as 
Labour Party leader last Saturday 
is a boost to the whole of the left. 

Not only did Corbyn win, he 
increased his share of the vote to  
62 percent from the 59.5 percent he 
achieved last year.

Corbyn defied the plotting of  
172 Labour MPs who voted “no con-
fidence” in him. 

He won despite Labour’s national 
executive committee (NEC) block-
ing 130,000 people who joined after 
12 January from voting. 

The NEC barred another 50,000 
for “technical reasons” while the 
“compliance unit” weeded out thou-
sands of others.

Corbyn’s success is a clear sign of 
the feeling against austerity, racism 
and war.

He has shown that socialist ideas 
can be popular and that the crisis of 
mainstream politics can be resolved 
to the left. 

But there are now choices to be 
made. 

Instead of being directed towards 
inner-party manoeuvres, his victory 
must be a launchpad for increased 
resistance in the workplaces and on 
the streets.

This is the crucial arena of struggle.

Radical
Workers  are  more  open to  
radical ideas and less likely to blame 
migrants when there are lots of 
strikes and protests. 

Resistance is crucial anyway. It’s 
well over 1,300 days until the sched-
uled general election—we need a 
fightback now.

The Socialist Workers Party (SWP) 
looks forward to continuing to work 
with Corbyn and his supporters. 

We need to resist disastrous Tory 
policies that threaten to destroy 
public services, deepen poverty, whip 
up racism and launch more imperial-
ist wars. 

Corbyn’s rallies have seen large 

and enthusiastic audiences come 
to cheer a socialist message. Those 
people must become a movement in 
the streets and the workplaces that 
can block and then remove this Tory 
government.

Alongside
The SWP is not part of the Labour 
Party. But on Sunday, alongside 
Labour members, we will be part of 
the demonstration at the Conservative 
conference in Birmingham. 

On Saturday 8 October we will join 
the Stand Up To Racism conference 
which is dedicated to building a mass 
anti-racist movement—and where 
Corbyn will speak.

The Labour right wingers who 
have tried so zealously to remove 
Corbyn are not going to halt their 

manoeuvres. They will accept unity 
only on their own rotten terms.

There will now be massive pres-
sure on Corbyn to appease the right. 
That would be disastrous. Boldness 
and a break from “politics as usual” 
won Corbyn his support. He must not 
back down.

Real change will need an assault 
on wealth and power. The election 
of the left wing Syriza government 
in Greece in January 2015 sent hope 
across the world.

But it faced the brutal political and 
financial pressure from the European 
Union, the bankers and the rich.

It is now implementing a worse 
round of austerity than that imposed 
by its Tory predecessors. That’s one 
clear reason why we need a move-
ment independent of Labour.

PEOPLE CELEBRATE the Labour Leadership election result last Saturday  Pictures: Neil terry 

BACK STORY
Jeremy Corbyn was elected 
leader of the Labour Party for the 
second time in twelve months 
after MPs tried to oust him
lHe beat challenger Owen Smith 
by 313,209 votes to 193,229
lOver 74 percent of post-May 
2015 members voted Corbyn, 
according to YouGov, ocompared 
to 37 percent of pre-May 2015 
members. This underlines the 
shift in Labour membership and 
the sort of people who are joining
lUnlike in 2015, Corbyn won in all 
three of the categories of voters—
members, affiliated supporters 
(mostly union members) and 
registered supporters

Waiting for the result

NEWS 3
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‘We want an alternative 
to policies of austerity’
LIVERPOOL University 
student Luke joined 
the Labour Party 
during Jeremy 
Corbyn’s 2015 
leadership campaign. 

“It’s the first time 
I’ve ever really been 
politically engaged,” 
he told Socialist 
Worker.

Corbyn’s argument 
for renationalisation of 
the railways was a big 
motivation for Luke to 
get active.

Peter, a university 
worker in Liverpool, 
joined earlier this year.

Both attended 
Momentum’s fringe 
event rather than party 
conference. 

Peter said 
Momentum’s 
attraction is that it 
“can discuss ideas 
that aren’t 
necessarily 
in line 
with the 
party as a 
whole”.

He hoped 
Momentum can “be 
part of a movement 
that can reinvigorate 
the left”. Despite 
Corbyn being leader 
Peter thought “the 
left is still not setting 
the agenda in the best 
way”.

Neglect
Both sympathised with 
the idea that part of 
the Brexit vote was 
anti-establishment and 
a result of the neglect 
of working class areas 
for decades.

Luke said 
Momentum “is 
articulating the views 
of people left behind 
by Thatcherism” who 
“want an alternative to 
austerity policies”.

He said austerity 
policies “are killing 
people, throwing 
them out of work or 
making them work 
for free”.

Corbyn’s 

strengthened mandate 
is a blow to the Labour 
right. 

Pressure to unite the 
two wings of the party 
could abandon tens of 
thousands of people 
who have joined in the 
last year.

Peter said he 
didn’t want his “ideas 
watered down” for 
the sake of unity with 
the right. He added 
that the ball was “in 
their court” to make 
compromises.

Luke agreed but 
said, “You can’t impose 
unity”. He added, 
“Labour hasn’t won an 
election since 2005. 
Austerity has failed, 
the debt has gone  
up while living 
standards and wages 
have gone down.  

“We 
need to 
trump the 
arguments 
of the 
right.”

‘Politicians need to tell the 
truth—especially Labour ones’ 
OVER 60 people 
joined a Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) 
fringe meeting at 
Labour’s party 
conference on 
Monday of this 
week.

Talha 
Ahmad from 
the Muslim 
Council of 
Britain argued 
for people to 
turn Stand Up To 
Racism into a “great 
movement”.

The meeting chair, 
a Labour member, 
called on more 
Constituency Labour 
Parties to get involved 
with SUTR.

He said, “Our party 
is absolutely united 

 

 
 
on the question of 
refugees.”

SUTR co-convener 
Sabby Dhalu blamed 
politicians for 
whipping up racism. 
She said, “When 

politicians say 
immigration is the 
problem, it leads to 

racist attacks.
“Politicians 

need to tell the 
truth—especially 
Labour 
politicians.”

Weyman 
Bennett, also 
co-convener, 

called for Labour 
members to join 

with other  
anti-racists to build a 
“mass movement”.

He said, “We need 
to make sure there’s 
a call to arms for 
resistance. 

“We need to do this 
together.”
For more go to  
standuptoracism.org.uk
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Labour will 
‘hit streets’ 
to fight the 
grammar 
scam Tories  
by SADIE ROBINSON

LABOUR LEADER Jeremy Corbyn 
has announced a day of action 
against Tory plans for new  
grammar schools. 

He declared that Labour members 
across Britain would “hit the streets” 
this Saturday to campaign for “inclu-
sive education for all”.

C o r b y n ’ s  a n n o u n c e m e n t 
means Labour will call on every 
Constituency Labour Party to take 
action on Saturday. 

Shadow education secretary 
Angela Rayner promised that 
“half a million leaflets” would be 
distributed. 

“We will not let Theresa May get 
away with segregating children by 
creating new grammar schools,” she 
said. 

“Labour is united against her plan 
to provide a privileged education for 
the few, and a second-class educa-
tion for the rest.”

Rayner also said Labour would 
“work with all people of goodwill” 
to stop the Tory plan. 

Position
The Daily Telegraph newspaper 
claimed Corbyn’s position could 
“alienate the party’s traditional 
supporters”.

It argued that ordinary people 
support grammars.

In reality there is widespread 
opposition to May’s grammar school 
plan—even from some Tories.

Treasury minister Jim O’Neill 
resigned last week partly  
in opposition to grammars.

Many people know that 
grammars entrench inequal-
ity and benefit the rich at 
the expense of everyone 
else. 

That’s why May’s plan 
has enraged people who 
suffered the gram-
m a r  s y s t e m  
as children. Rob 
and Nick both 
faced the gram-
mar system in 
England in the 
1970s.

Rob told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
not true that working class kids get 
a leg up.

“You never hear about the 
kids who got into grammar and 
were punished, and had a terrible  
time.

“I had mates who fell into that 
category. 

“They would have been better off 
in a comprehensive.”

Nick added, “When people 
get all nostalgic about grammar 
schools they tend to forget that, if 
you have a grammar school, you’re 
going to get half a dozen secondary  
moderns.”

NUT union general secretary 
Kevin Courtney has called on 
NUT divisions to organise street 
stalls next Saturday as part of the  

c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t 
grammars. 

The union is also 
fighting Tory fund-
ing cuts and privati-
sation policies.

E v e n t s  a r e 
already planned in  
many parts  of 
Englan. Contact 
your local NUT 

b r a n c h  t o  
f i n d  o u t 
more details 
a b o u t  
the cam-
p a i g n 
where you 
are. 

BACK STORY
The 1944 Education Act 
divided schools into grammars, 
secondary moderns and 
technicals. Most children went to 
secondary moderns.
lBetween 1965 and 1975 most 
schools in Britain become 
comprehensive—teaching 
children from a mix of 
backgrounds and abilities, with 
no selection. It was a huge step 
forward.
lThere are still grammar schools 
in Britain and areas where 
children face the 11-plus exam.

JEREMY CORBYN speaking at the Labour Party conference in Liverpool

Transforming the economy debate 
sees the Labour left reinvigorated
A DEBATE on the economy at 
Labour Party conference reflected 
a Labour left feeling reinvigorated 
and confident after Jeremy 
Corbyn’s re-election as Labour.

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell promised that Labour 
would bring “a society that’s 
radically transformed, radically 
fairer, more equal and more 
democratic”.

The hall erupted when he said, 
“That’s our vision to rebuild and 
transform Britain. In this party you 
no longer have to whisper it. It’s 
called socialism.”

Some of McDonnell’s promises, 
such as his plan to set up a national 
investment bank or “support 
business hubs across the country”, 
seemed fairly pedestrian.

Concession
He also made a dangerous 
concession to racist scapegoating 
of migrants. McDonnell said 
Labour would “address the 
concerns that people have raised 
in the undercutting of wages and 
conditions, and the pressure on 
local public services”.

But McDonnell also committed 
to raise the minimum wage to at 
least £10 an hour and to repeal the 
Trade Union Act. These promises 
were some of the best received 
parts of his speech.

Labour delegate Chris told 
Socialist Worker, “It was a brilliant 

speech. I really liked the part about 
the living wage.”

He added, “We’ve finally got a 
shadow chancellor who’s talking 
about the rights of trade unions.”

Another delegate said, “I thought 
it was excellent. I liked the bit 
about repealing the Trade Union 
Act—speaking as someone who’s 
a trade unionist and works for the 
NHS.

“Now the party needs to unite 
around it.”

Delegate Nicole added, “It was 
an inspiring speech. It takes the 
party in the direction it needs to go. 
It reaches out to all the members—
and I’m a big McDonnell fan.”

McDonnell’s speech followed a 
debate on four motions. The Usdaw 
union proposed one to campaign 

for the living wage and promise a 
minimum wage of £10 an hour if 
Labour is elected.

Yet Usdaw’s general secretary 
John Hannett, whose union backed 
Owen Smith for Labour leader, used 
his speech to make a thinly veiled 
attack on the left.

Turning to McDonnell on the 
platform, Hannett said, “Opposition 
is a cold place. You can have all the 
moral arguments you want—all the 
principles. 

“But you can’t put them into 
action if you don’t win power.”

Unite union general secretary 
Len McCluskey spoke to a different 
motion. He got big cheers when 
he said he was tired of people 
“lecturing” Labour’s leadership 
about the need to win elections.

He said, “Of course we need to 
win power. But we need to win 
power for our people—for working 
people.

“If you have no stomach for the 
fight—depart the battlefield.”

CWU union general secretary 
Dave Ward also got big cheers. 
“This is a moment when the country 
needs fundamental change—not 
tinkering round the edges,” he said.

The mood on the conference floor 
showed the support among Labour 
members for left wing  
policies. 

Turning that support into a 
movement that can fight for them 
will help make them a reality.

John McDonnell

Angela Rayner pledges to fight ‘segregation’ 

Young Corbynistas Peter and Luke 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

DON’T PASS UP CHANCE 
TO MOBILISE THE FIGHT

 W
HEN TORY leader 
Theresa May moved 
into Downing 
Street, the pundits 
claimed that the 

Tory splits had been healed.
But Mays “Brexit means Brexit” 

slogan can’t paper over deep 
divisions about how to solve the 
crisis for Britain’s ruling class that 
erupted in June.  

They need to keep the City 
of London and bosses on side by 
fighting to stay in the neoliberal 
Single Market.  At the same time 
the Tories are planning a new 
crackdown on European Union 
(EU) migrants’ rights—and 
many would like to end the free 
movement of labour altogether.  

But the EU won’t allow Britain 
to have one without the other. 

It’s not just Brexit that divides 
them—opposition to May’s 
grammar schools plan from senior 
Tories shows another weak point.

On just these two issues, 
our side could galvanise mass 
opposition.  The majority of 
people support EU migrants’ 
right to remain and oppose May’s 
plans to bring back segregation in 
education. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s re-election 
as Labour leader shows that 

hundreds of thousands have 
become radicalised.  After 
decades of being told that there is 
no alternative to the free market, 
many believe a different sort of 
society is possible. 

To have shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell openly declare, 
“We have a vision—it’s called 
socialism,” is a sign of how politics 
has shifted leftwards.  But our 
side is not taking advantage of the 
potential to take on the Tories. 

The day Corbyn was elected 
summed up the problem.  As we 
celebrated Corbyn giving the 
Labour right a hell of a beating, 
the British Medical Association 
called off its planned programme 
of strikes.  When junior doctors 

previously struck it became a focal 
point for anger at Tory attacks on 
the NHS and austerity.  

A programme of hard-hitting 
strikes, backed by mass solidarity, 
could have beaten hated health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt.

A victory for the junior 
doctors would have dealt a severe 
blow to austerity and given 
confidence to other workers. 

Instead of outrageously 
supporting Trident nukes and 
fracking at Labour conference, the 
union leaders should be heading 
a fight.  We need to cause trouble 
for the bosses wherever we 
can—and whenever workers fight 
we have to mobilise solidarity. 

But just relying on a diet 
of local disputes—however 
inspirational—is not enough.  We 
need national action. 

In addition, fighting racism and 
defending migrants is a key task 
for socialists. Only by uniting 
workers can we build a movement 
capable of taking on the Tories. 

That’s why we need to turn 
Stand Up To Racism into a mass 
social movement.  We have a real 
opportunity to build on the mood 
expressed in the support for 
Corbyn.  We must not let it pass. 

PHONEY TEARS FOR SYRIA
T HE US, Britain and Russia 

squabbled at the United 
Nations on Monday about 

who was to blame for the latest 
atrocities in Syria. 

Meanwhile, both sides tore up 
a phoney ceasefire agreement. 
The US, British and French 
ambassadors stormed out of the 
UN. Britain’s ambassador accused 
Russia and Syria of war crimes. 

In truth all of these powers—
and the Syrian regime—have 
blood on their hands.  All have 
pretended to care for people 

in Syria but put their own state 
interests first.

And the foul hypocrisy isn’t 
confined to Syria. 

In Yemen the Saudi regime is 
bombing civilians using weapons 
made in Britain.  

Tory foreign secretary Boris 
Johnson has just withheld 
British support for a UN-backed 
“independent inquiry” into the 
war, effectively scuppering it.

A leaked memo from Britain’s 
Committee on Arms Exports 
Control earlier this month said 

that because of alleged human 
rights abuses “it is very difficult to 
continue to support Saudi Arabia”. 

But the British state approved 
£3.3 billion worth of arms sales to 
the Saudi regime in the first year 
of the war and has supported it 
since. 

Our rulers have no problem in 
backing forces that carry out war 
crimes if the criminals are acting 
in their interests. 

One thing is certain, more 
bombing will only deepen the 
horror in Syria.

Hundreds of 
thousands believe 
a different  
sort of society  
is possible

‘‘ 
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Best of both worlds is 
a dangerous illusion
AN IMPORTANT discussion took place at the Momentum 
event in Liverpool last weekend on Parliamentary 
Socialism in the 21st Century. It was billed as an 
exploration of the ideas of Ralph Miliband, the father of 
Ed and David.

He wrote brilliantly about the barriers to achieving change 
through the parliamentary system.

Leo Panitch, the co-editor of Socialist Register, was one 
of the speakers. He argued a position that is increasingly 
popular with supporters of Jeremy Corbyn. He said that the 
old-style reformism pushed by most social democratic parties 
across Europe, including Labour, has failed.

But so, he argued, has the idea of insurrection and 
overthrowing the capitalist state. Instead we need a 
combination of parliamentary struggle carried through by a 
Corbyn-led Labour Party backed up by a strong movement 
outside parliament.

It seems attractive. Why not support strikes, protests and 
campaigns but also work for a Labour victory and then use the 
movement to shape a Labour government?

This isn’t a novel idea. It has been around for a century or 
more, and was very popular during the rise of the movement 
around Tony Benn in the 1970s and 1980s.

Certainly it’s an improvement on the Labour right’s idea 
that only parliament matters and that strikes and militant 
protests are a distraction or harmful.

But it avoids a crucial issue. The reality is that, at every 
point, either the parliamentary struggle or the struggle 
outside parliament dominates. One disciplines the other. For 
the Labour Party, in the end parliament rules.

Why this week was Corbyn-supporting Clive Lewis allowed 
to make a speech praising the Nato imperialist alliance and 
supporting Trident nuclear missiles? 

Perhaps Lewis believes some of this stuff. But the greater 
pressure on him, and Corbyn, is the belief that Labour needs 
unity to win an election. That means gigantic concessions to 
pro-Trident trade unions and to mainstream opinion in favour 
of Nato.

Structure
Labour’s leaders can march against Trident, but in the end 
they will grudgingly put the parliamentary struggle first. The 
Labour left lacks any alternative to the present state structure 
and the very limited democracy of parliament. So they fear 
openly challenging the belief that they must “defend Britain”.

Such pressures would be intensified 100 times if Labour 
were in government. Then extra-parliamentary struggle 
would be ruthlessly subordinated to maintaining “our 
government”. This is the lesson of every previous Labour 
government and of governments today from Syriza in Greece 
to the African National Congress in South Africa to the 
Workers’ Party in Brazil.

Each were carried to office on high hopes. Each 
systematically separated itself from its base and governed in 
the interests of “the nation”—which has meant bowing down 
to big business.

Once you accept that parliament is the prime method of 
achieving change it engulfs, in the last instance, everything 
else. In truth there will always will be a tension between 
campaigning movements and Labour. Labour will always put 
its electoral performance first.

The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament was right to 
denounce Lewis’s speech, however warm its leaders may feel 
towards Corbyn.

Labour will not become the social movement we need. 
None of this should stand in the way of constant and 

intensified cooperation and united activity between Labour 
members, campaigns, and activists outside the party. Indeed, 
with the Tories on the attack we need it more than ever.

Everyone should take part in the mobilisations that Corbyn 
and his supporters call for. But it’s also right to insist that 
parliament is not the key arena of struggle and that we need 
an independent revolutionary movement.

That’s why the man who was the subject of the Momentum 
meeting, Ralph Miliband, wrote in 1976, “The belief in 
the effective transformation of the Labour Party into an 
instrument of socialist policies is the most crippling of all 
illusions to which socialists in Britain have been prone”. 

He called for a new socialist party.

A MEETING at The World Transformed conference last weekend    

Left draws crowds as right 
plots and sulks behind pub
by NICK CLARK and  
RAYMIE KIERNAN in Liverpool 

HUGE CROWDS flocked 
to The World Transformed 
event in Liverpool last 
weekend. It was organ-
ised by Labour left group 
Momentum.

The event coincided with 
Labour’s conference this 
week. It was a showcase for 
the enthusiasm and inter-
est in radical left wing ideas 
that the election of Jeremy 
Corbyn as Labour leader has 
generated.

There was a big working 
class Liverpool audience and 
people debated Labour’s rela-
tionship to social movements.

Many warned against 
focusing on internal fights 
because, as one described 
it, it “would be the death of 
Momentum”.

Rail worker Craig thought 
the event was “a good idea” 
because “it gives you a more 
left wing view of the Labour 
Party”.

Frustration
Craig reflected the frustration 
felt by many Labour mem-
bers towards their elected 
representatives.

He said, “There was a big 
march today to stop the clo-
sure of Liverpool Women’s 
Hospital. But not one single 
Labour councillor or Labour 
MP from Liverpool turned up.

“They were all sitting 
having their nice meals but 

they should be out on the 
streets with us—they are an 
utter disgrace.”

Hundreds packed into dis-
cussions on topics such as the 
future of the left in Europe, 
Black Lives Matter and 
how to build a social move-
ment. Some sessions had  
300 people in them.

People queued down the 
street to get into a rally on 
the type of society the left 
can strive to build. It was a 

world away from a rally in an  
alleyway round the back of 
a pub held by right wing 
Labour members on the 
same day.

There, men in suits dis-
cussed how to keep right 
wing, pro-austerity politics 
in the Labour Party.

MP Chris Leslie said, “I 
don’t believe in fibbing to the 
electorate. That we have this 
magic money tree growing in 
Parliament Square”.

He added, “There are lots 
of people who are not going 
to give up, and fight for the 
Labour Party we know.”

Pleaded
MP Ruth Smeeth pleaded 
with right wing Labour mem-
bers to stay in the party and 
fight the left. She said, “The 
people in the CLPs who’ve 
already started resigning—
we’ve got to go back and beg 
them to stay.”

Hilary Benn, who trig-
gered the attempt to remove 
Corbyn in June, used his 
speech to congratulate 
Corbyn on his victory.

“It is no good debating 
and arguing among our-
selves,” he added. “We have 
to look outwards.”

To cheers from most of 
the older men, MP Conor 
McGinn compared the fight 
in Labour to his “favourite 
film”, Zulu. Quoting a scene 
from the film he said, “Why 
us? Because we’re here. We 
stand our ground and we 
will prevail.”

An anti-austerity party?
AROUND 150 left wing 
Labour members joined 
a Labour Assembly 
Against Austerity fringe 
meeting last Sunday.

They celebrated 
Corbyn’s re-election—
and the fact that 
Labour had kept an 
anti-austerity leadership.

Labour activist Kathy 
said shifting left could 
help Labour connect 
with ordinary people.

“We were out 
knocking on doors 
in the 2015 general 
election, speaking 
to people on 
estates,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

“They said 
they could 
see no 
difference 

between us and 
the Tories. That’s 
why we lost.”

MP Richard Burgon 
said, “Anti-austerity has 
gone from being the 
fringe of the party to 
being the mainstream.

“Last year John 
McDonnell said Labour 
was now an anti-
austerity party. 

“This year we made 
that permanent.”

He warned Labour 
activists against 
getting drawn into 
protracted internal 
battles. “Let’s leave 
the constitutional 
wrangling 

and other 
obsessions 
to others,” 

he said.
Richard Burgon 

ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER
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Messy climbdown sees Labour 
move to keep Trident renewal  
The Labour Party conference saw Corbyn-supporting shadow defence minister Clive Lewis 
back a policy of supporting Trident nuclear weapons and praise the Nato military alliance
LABOUR’S NATIONAL Executive 
Committee (NEC) passed a pol-
icy at its conference last weekend 
to oppose “aggressive wars”. 
But its commitment to weap-
ons of mass destruction and the  
military seems firm.

Shadow defence secretary Clive 
Lewis, who supports Jeremy Corbyn, 
told the conference that Labour has 
a clear policy in favour of renewing 
Trident nuclear missiles.

Apparently Lewis had planned to 
say he would not try to change party 
policy on Trident because it was 
crucial for defence workers’ jobs.

But the line was cut at the last 
minute. This at least leaves the pos-
sibility of Labour opposing Trident 
renewal—just.

Lewis said, after the speech, “I 
won’t be coming back to conference 
between now and the next election 
to try to undo the policy we have on 
Trident as things stand.”

Labour’s review of Trident was 
put on hold during the party lead-
ership election. The GMB and Unite 
unions are determined to back 
Trident renewal.

The Guardian newspaper 
reported Jeremy Corbyn, “has agreed 
to put to one side any attempt to 
reverse Labour’s support for renew-
ing Trident in a bid to reduce ten-
sions with unions and rebel MPs” 

This is a mjor significant retreat 
if true. In his speech Lewis said, “I 
am clear that our party has a policy 
for Trident renewal.”

He added, “I want to be clear that 
our party’s policy is also that we all 
share the ambition of a nuclear-free 
world. So we will take steps to make 
that ambition a reality.”

Weapons
In other words, he’s against nuclear 
weapons in general, but for build-
ing new ones. Lewis also announced 
that a Labour government would 
build three new ships to support 
aircraft carriers.

He said that the work of building 
nuclear weapons system would be 
welcomed by business and “unions 
like GMB and Unite”. 

“Your members help defend us 
and we will help defend them,” he 
said.

The Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament said, “How can 
Labour claim to work for multilat-
eral disarmament if it supports the 
government building a new nuclear 
weapons system at a cost of £205 
billion? 

“This means Labour is supporting 
nuclear rearmament.”

Lewis defended the Nato impe-
rialist alliance, saying it was in 
keeping with Labour’s values of 

“collectivism, internationalism and 
the strong defending the weak”.

Corbyn has previously called on 
Nato to disband.

Lewis committed the party to 
spending 2 percent of gross domes-
tic product, Britain’s total economic 
output, on defence.

The Tories pushed through a 
motion in parliament to support this 
spending target in March last year. 
The now shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell voted against.

Even then shadow defence minis-
ter Kevan Jones, who later resigned 
in protest at Corbyn, refused to 
commit a future Labour government 
to the 2 percent target.

Despite all the calls for unity, the 
pressure to keep making conces-
sions on defence and Trident in par-
ticular is clearly having an impact.

CLIVE LEWIS wants to keep the policy backing Trident 

FRACKING
Union outraged 
at promised ban
SHADOW ENERGY secretary 
Barry Gardiner told Labour 
conference that a Labour 
government would impose an 
“outright ban” on fracking.

The GMB union outrageoulsy 
said this was “nonsensical” 
and asked, “Which henchman, 
hangman or head-chopper do 
we want to buy our gas from?”

The Tories are pushing 
fracking, which is 
environmentally damaging and 
unsafe. Gardiner said, “The next 
Labour government will ban 
fracking in the UK.

“Fracking locks us into an 
energy infrastructure that is 
based on fossil fuels long after 
our country needs to have 
moved to renewables.

“The next Labour government 
will back the clean technologies 
of the future.

“We will consult with our 
colleagues in industry and the 
trade unions about the best way 
to transition our energy industry 
to create the vital jobs and 
apprenticeships we are going 
to need for the UK’s low-carbon 
future.”

Industry
Gary Smith, general secretary 
of GMB Scotland, said, “We 
heat our homes with gas and 
British industry is absolutely 
dependent on gas.

“By closing the door to it, 
we would be closing 
the door to energy 
independence in the 
UK, which in the 
current context 
seems absolutely 
nonsensical.”

Unison 
union general 
secretary Dave 
Prentis said he 
wanted to “keep 
the debate open” 
on fracking. 
“Nobody can say 
for definite that 
fracking is the 
way forwards. 
We will work 
out whether 
or not it is safe 
and whether 
or not it 
should go 
ahead.”

Scotland against unity
SCOTTISH Labour 
Party leader Kezia 
Dugdale, who 
backed Owen Smith 
for Labour leader, 
hasn’t got the hang 
of pretending to 
be united with 
Jeremy Corbyn.

In a recent 
newspaper article 
Dugdale wrote, “I 
don’t think Jeremy 
can unite our party 
and lead us into 
government”. 

BBC News 

asked her about 
the article in 
the immediate 
aftermath of 
Corbyn’s re-election 
last Saturday.

Change
Dugdale said, “I’m 
not changing that 
view. It’s very clear. 
It’s written down.”

A little later 
she said that “of 
course” Labour 
could win a 
general election 

under Corbyn.
A day later at a 

meeting of Labour’s 
National Executive 
Committee 
(NEC) Dugdale 
again attacked  
Corbyn, accusing 
him of trying to 
“undermine” her. 

Corbyn had 
suggested the 
Scottish rep on 
the NEC should 
be elected by 
Scottish Labour 
Party members.

Anti-fracking protest
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Protesters in US face ‘barbaric 
oppressor’ after cops kill again
by ALISTAIR FARROW

P R OT E STS  E R U P T E D  i n 
Charlotte, North Carolina, on 
Tuesday of last week after police 
shot dead black man Keith Scott.

Keith, who had been waiting 
to pick his son up from school,  
suffered a traumatic brain injury. 

The protests have been taking 
place despite curfews and a state 
of emergency that was declared last 
Wednesday night.

Sonya Patrick, a Black Lives 
Matter activist from nearby 
Wilmington, was there. She told 
Socialist Worker, “Young people 
have come out in their thousands.” 
This is in comparison to the few 
hundred that usually protest after 
police brutality cases.

“The press are quick to call  
looters savages but not the law 
enforcement that are shooting 
unarmed people,” she said. “The 
system is corrupt and it’s the ones 
who control it that are barbaric. 

“They’re the terrorists.”
The savagery of the police attack 

has motivated people—and so 
has the lack of response from the 
establishment. 

Sonya said, “The state of North 
Carolina has done nothing and the 
president can’t do anything with-
out congressional consent.” She 
went on to criticise Barack Obama 
for his silence.

Cancel
The mayor of Charlotte told presi-
dential candidate Hillary Clinton to 
cancel a scheduled visit. Her rival 
Donald Trump said that “drugs 
are a very, very big factor” in the 
Charlotte protests, a statement he 
later withdrew.

Police initially refused to release 
their footage of the shooting, in vio-
lation of federal regulations. This 
became a central demand of the 
protests. 

Cops claimed that Keith had a 
gun and a “marijuana 
cigarette”.

When they finally 
released the footage 
last Sunday, it seemed 
to show that Keith 
was not armed, had 
his hands lowered and 
was calm before he was 
shot.

Charlotte-Mecklenburg police 
chief Kerr Putney claimed, “People 
can interpret anything they want 
based on one piece of evidence.”

Keith’s family dispute the police 

version of events. In particular they 
have suggested that what cops 
claim was a gun was more likely a 
book.

Another video taken on a phone 
by Rakeyia Scott, Keith’s wife, does 
not show any object where police 
claimed to have found a gun. 

This has raised concerns that the 
police may have placed it there. 
On the video Rakeyia can clearly 
be heard asking the police not to 
shoot her husband. There is then a 
burst of gunshots. 

Keith’s death has stirred mem-
ories of the killing of Jonathan 
Ferrell. The 24 year old was shot 
10 times by white Charlotte cop 
Randall Kerrick three years ago.

Kerrick was charged with vol-
untary manslaughter, but the case 
ended in a hung jury and a mistrial. 
Prosecutors decided not to retry 
him, and the case was dismissed.

The current epidemic of kill-
ings by police is bringing to a head 
anger against an establishment that 
always ruled through racism. Sonya 
said, “This is not a new problem, 
we are dealing with an oppres-
sor. They’ve come up with another 
system because people started 
fighting back.”

PROTESTERS DEFY cops in Charlotte, North Carolina, on Wednesday of last week 

FIGURE IT OUT

10
more people died at the hands 
of the police in the seven days 
after Keith’s killing, according 
to the Guardian newspaper’s 
database The Counted

795
lives have been lost after 
contact with police this year

The United Nations working 
group of experts on people of 
African descent points out that 
police violence is causing more 
deaths of black people than 
lynching did in its worst year

Sonya is set to speak at the 
Black Lives Matter session at the 
Stand Up to Racism conference 
in London on Saturday 8 October 
standuptoracism.org.uk

Old cronies reunite for presidential 
debate where everybody is the loser
ELEVEN YEARS after Hillary 
Clinton sat in the front row at 
Donald Trump’s wedding, the 
two US presidential candidates 
met again for a debate on 
Monday night.

These are the two least 
popular presidential candidates 
ever. There is little enthusiasm 
for either, and around 10 percent 
of voters say they will vote for 
the Green’s Jill Stein or the right 
wing libertarian Gary Johnson.

The pundits declared Clinton 
the winner. She certainly looked 
the respectable politician against 
an outsider. But Trump has 
prospered by being a fake  
“anti-elitist”.

Clinton called out Trump 
as a bigot and a conman. 
She pointed to his right wing 
conspiracy theories, his 
sexism and “long record 
of engaging in racist 
behaviour”.

Clinton said Trump’s 
refusal to release his 
tax returns showed 
he was hiding 
“something terrible”.

Trump turned 
the tables with 

Clinton’s own email scandal. She 
conceded to making a “mistake”. 
Clinton pointed out that Trump’s 
claim to have opposed the Iraq 
War wasn’t true. But she voted 
for it.

Clinton has made some 
more left wing noises after a 
fiercely contested race for the 
Democratic Party nomination 
against Bernie Sanders. While 
still playing to the right, Trump 
sought to detoxify his image.

Clinton criticised the 
disproportionate jailing of 
black and Hispanic men. Trump 

defended racist stop 
and search and called 
for more police.

Clinton laid into 
her rival’s “Trumped-
up trickle-down 
economics” and called 
for investment and 
tackling inequality.

But she was broadly 
upbeat about the 

economy, a world away from 
ordinary Americans.

Trump slammed Clinton for 
initially pushing the trade deals 
that she herself now opposes.

Clinton objected to being 
“blamed for everything that’s 
ever happened”—but pointed to 
the “pretty good job” done by 
her husband and predecessor 
Bill Clinton in the 1990s.

That included the devastating 
Nafta trade deal and vicious 
welfare cuts.

Trump is catching up in the 
polls.

Reporters asked students 
at Penn State University why 
Clinton’s lead among young 
voters has collapsed from  
24 points to five. Anay Pope 
found her “slimy”. “There’s 
probably nothing Trump can say 
to make me vote for him,” she 
said, but added, “She makes it 
hard to vote for her.”

American horror story—Trump and ClintonBlack Lives Matter in Charlotte
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Selloffs stop 
operations
FOUR YEARS ago 
my privatised health 
provider refused 
me an operation for 
fear its failure would 
compromise its figures.

I told my GP this, 
who said I was being 
“cynical”.

The GP swanned 
off to the area Clinical 
Commissioning Group 
(CCG). In practice CCG 
means Cuts Coming 
Guaranteed.

Nigel Coward
West London

TUC wrong on 
air expansion
IT’S NOT only nuclear 
power that some unions 
are wrong on (Socialist 
Worker, 21 September).

A climate motion 
was voted down at TUC 
conference after some 
argued airport expansion 
was good for jobs.

Liz Ryan
West London

Defend Lula 
against elites
THERE IS an 
international campaign 
in defence of ex leader of 
Brazil, president Lula.

Lula is one of the 
most important left wing 
leaders in the world. 

The Brazilian elites 
cannot accept the 
support for him.

Please show your 
support for him at 
standwithlula.org

Sara Vivacqua
by email

Miliband’s in 
a glass house
DAVID MILIBAND said 
Jeremy Corbyn has 
made the Labour Party 
unelectable.

This from the man 
who failed even to be 
elected leader!

Alan Whyte
Gateshead

System fails 
young people
CAPITALISM is 
destroying young 
people’s self esteem.

The Young Women’s 
Trust charity said young 
people lack confidence 
and fear for the future.

Many live with parents 
because they can’t find a 
job or don’t earn much.

It’s awful that people 
blame themselves for 
this when it’s the system 
that is at fault.

Laura Allen
Bradford

I worked in a grammar, and 
they don’t help the poorest 
THERESA MAY says grammar 
schools can offer a better 
education to pupils whose parents 
cannot afford private education.  

But grammar schools lower the 
standard of education overall and 
don’t solve any of the issues May 
claims they do.

May says we currently have a 
system of “selection by house 
price”. However, house prices go 
up significantly when they are in 
the catchment area for grammar 
schools.

Most of those who pass the 
11-plus have accessed rigorous, 
expensive private tutoring.

The state boarding grammar 
where I worked is an example. 

It seemed like a good model for 
local working class kids. Wealthy 

families pay for facilities and 
extra-curricular opportunities, 
while working class boys and girls 
get access to an almost private 
standard of education.

In reality the eight-mile 
catchment is home to three of the 
county’s best performing prep 
schools.

It’s not hard to guess who gets 
the highest scores on the entrance 
tests each year.

The return of grammar schools 
disguises a break for the rich as an 
opportunity for the poor.

And it would complete the move 
towards performance related pay 
(PRP) for teachers.

Grammar schools and PRP 
prioritise results above anything 
else. They are the perfect 

ideological allies.
Yet research shows that 

performance linked pay doesn’t 
motivate the workforce. 

We already have a teaching 
crisis in Kent. It is no coincidence 
that this is one of the counties that 
held onto grammar schools.

Kent Messenger newspaper 
recently published statistics 
suggesting that as many as  
49 schools in Kent were without 
headmasters as of 17 September.

NUT union regional secretary 
John Walder said the pressure of 
league tables and results played a 
huge role in this crisis. 

The idea that grammar schools 
are the answer is laughable.

Freddie Hulbert
Kent

 Say no to  
 selection  
 in schools
MY BROTHER, who had 
learning difficulties, failed 
the 11-plus in the 1960s 
and attended the local 
secondary modern school. 

He was dumped in the 
“bottom stream” and 
basically left to rot.

My parents moved to a 
neighbouring authority 
where he went to the 
comprehensive.

There he received 
support, gained CSE 
qualifications and then got 
on an apprenticeship 
scheme leading to a career 
as an electrician.

I passed the 11-plus to 
go to grammar school. It 
was girls only and very 
academic. 

Facilities for subjects 
considered suitable for 
boys, such as woodwork, 
metalwork, even physics, 
were non-existent.

Subjects that I would 
have found interesting, 
such as sociology, 
economics and politics, 
were not available.

Non-academic subjects, 
such as art or needlework 
were not treated seriously.

While I no doubt did 
benefit from the education 
offered, it was narrow. 

And I regretted not 
having the connection with 
the opposite sex enjoyed by 
comprehensive students.

Theresa May claims that 
grammar schools of the 
future will be different. 

She says nothing of what 
might happen to kids like 
my brother.

However, strait-jacketing 
and dividing children at  
11 will happen, when we 
should all be together, 
enjoying as broad and 
supportive an education as 
possible.

Anne James
Chesterfield

 Fighting the  
 fascist threat  
 in France
CHRISTINE DELPHY is 
right to blame right wing 
French politicians for 
Islamophobia (Socialist 
Worker, 14 September). 

The left in France is in 
disarray on how to resist 
Islamophobia. For some the 
issue doesn’t exist.

Others blame Muslims 
for not accepting the values 
of the French republic.

In France there are many 

local initiatives, such as the 
numerous groups that 
provide support for those in 
the Calais jungle.

Le Pen’s fascist Front 
National and mainstream 
candidates will ramp up 

racism in next year’s 
presidential election.

Pulling the initiatives 
into a national movement is 
of pressing urgency.

Mike Healy
Charente, France

 Junior doctors’ action  
 flags up NHS problems 
READ THROUGH the 
letters sections of most 
newspapers and you are all 
but guaranteed to see a few 
letters deriding the junior 
doctors. There are others 
who support them.

But what argument is 
there? 

The fact that junior 
doctors are striking is the 
biggest pointer that 
something is cripplingly 
wrong with where our NHS 
is heading.

Doctors historically have 

eschewed industrial action. 
They have sworn an oath 

to save lives—unlike the 
politicians who ruin them. 

Yet they have found it 
necessary to undertake one 
of the strongest campaigns 
of action Britain has seen 
for a long time.

This shows that their 
actions are vital. We must 
join them on picket lines 
from 5 October and make 
their fight everyone’s fight.

Jake Elliott
Huddersfield

Just a 
thought...

A rally for the fascist Le Pen in France
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Rank and file teaching assistants in 
Durham are fighting for their very 
livelihoods. Their battle has pitted 
them not just against the Labour‑led 
council but their own union officials 
too. Workers at the heart of the 
fightback spoke to Raymie Kiernan

W
H E N  D u r h a m 
County Council 
announced a huge 
pay  a t tack  on 
teaching assis-
tants, it probably 

didn’t expect to meet much resist-
ance. Officials in the workers’ 
Unison union probably didn’t expect 
too much trouble either.

Instead, the move provoked a rank 
and file rebellion that has spread 
right across the county. The dispute 
has become a serious thorn in the 
side of the Labour‑led council—and 
the Unison officials.

Durham County Council plans to 
sack all 2,700 of its teaching assis‑
tants by 31 December and rehire 
them on worse contracts that mean 
less money for more hours. This  
23 percent pay cut is life‑changing, 
as workers told Socialist Worker at a 
hundreds‑strong rally last week.

“There are people losing nearly 
£5,000,” said Sam, a teaching assis‑
tant (TA) of around 30 years. “One 
TA sold her house in a panic and has 
moved back to her parents.

“Another remortgaged her house. 
She was struggling as it was but it 
won’t be until she’s 75 that she’s 
mortgage free because of the pay cut. 
She’s due to retire at 67. What’s she 
going to do for the next eight years?”

Cuts
These are only two of the heartbreak‑
ing stories that are a result of Durham 
Labour councillors’ implementation 
of Tory spending cuts. Labour has 96 
of the council’s 126 seats.

Jane Brown, Durham County 
Council’s cabinet member for cor‑
porate services, insists it’s not about 
spending cuts. She said it was with “a 
heavy heart” that councillors voted in 
May to sack the TAs.

Continuing to employ TAs on 

52‑week contracts, when they only 
work during term time, was “inequal‑
ity”, Brown said, and poses “financial 
risks of equal pay claims”. The con‑
tracts will bring “fairness and parity” 
so that TAs “are paid only for the 
hours they actually work”.

Leave aside the fact that councillors 
get a £13,300 allowance, for which 
some attend two meetings a month 
on  average. And leave aside Brown’s 
extra £13,300 cabinet member allow‑
ance and, until recently, such perks as 
an £8,850 clothing allowance.

Her justification smacks of little 
understanding of the reality of work‑
loads in schools.

“If they actually paid us for the 
hours that we work we’d be a damn 
sight richer,” said Sam. “TAs used to 
work hours and hours above their 
contract. It was just the done thing. 
Working an extra two hours a day 
was the norm.”

Contracts
Sam said all that goodwill is gone 
since the council went on the attack. 
Now many of them are not prepared 
to work beyond their contract and 
want to organise a broader boycott 
of extra hours.

TA Agnesa told Socialist Worker 
that council chiefs weren’t being 
honest. She said, “When they say they 
are ‘bringing us into line with the rest 
of the country’ they are only bringing 
us into line with the way that we’re 
paid, not the amount that we’re paid.”

“If they regraded us in line with 
other councils and moved to term 
time only contracts we’d stay on sim‑
ilar pay to now. They keep telling us 
it’s not about saving money so why 
don’t they do that?”

Sam added, “The pay scale for 
my job in Durham is £15‑19,000 a 
year. The same job in Newcastle is  
£22‑25,000 a year for term time only. 

If they had regraded us to the 
same scale we wouldn’t really 
have been bothered. But this is 
an insult.”

Even though the council is 
saying the over £4 million it will 
save is staying within school 
budgets there are no guarantees 
after this year that it won’t cut 
school budgets in subsequent 
years.

There are fears that this is the 
beginning of a wave of attacks.

But TAs are determined to 
resist. Agnesa said, “I think they 
thought ‘these women will just 
accept it’ and that we’re just 
doing it for a bit of pin money 
but it’s not like that—it’s a 
profession.”

Lisa, another TA, added, “We 
don’t just wash paint pots—
we’re all highly skilled. People 
have had enough of putting up 
with things for an easy life and 
are standing up for themselves. 

“If you think you’re going to lose 
your house and you can’t feed your 
kids, you realise that you’ve got to 
fight. I want to be able to look my 
daughter in the eye and say I fought.

“They say it’s not a cut—but it’s a 
cut for us. And it’s a bigger cut if you 
are not offered additional hours or 
you can’t do the additional hours, so 
where’s the equality in that?”

She added, “One thing we’ve real‑
ised by coming together is how une‑
qual it is across Durham. That’s why 
we’re pushing for a collective county‑
wide regrade.”

The TAs’ dispute has widespread 
support—and seen a high level of 
participation among the rank and file. 
TAs have filled the Durham Miners 
Hall twice in the past three months 
with 350‑400‑strong rallies.

The vast majority of them are 
Unison members, some are in the GMB 
or ATL unions, while only around 300 
are not in a union. The potential for a 
union‑led fightback is enormous.

But Agnesa said, “Many 
TAs feel that Unison 
hasn’t really put up much 
of a fight.”

A common percep‑
tion is that some officials 
have too cosy a relation‑
ship with County Hall. 
They have called no 
protests and have effec‑
tively blocked industrial 
action. And they haven’t 
even spoken at the TA 
solidarity rallies, despite 
invitations.

TAs rejected the coun‑
cil’s new contract by 95 
percent six months ago. 
Four months ago council‑
lors voted to implement it 
anyway. 

Helen Metcalf, Unison’s 
regional organiser, said 
there was “no option but 
to lodge a formal dispute 
and ballot our members 

for industrial action”. Unison 
members are still waiting for that 
strike ballot.

Another consultation, this 
time on the council’s offer of 
two years’ “compensation”, 
ends on 27 September. Metcalf 
is now quoted in the local 
press saying how “pleased” she 
was with the council’s “much 
improved” offer.

When this was mentioned at 
last week’s solidarity rally TAs 
booed.

Agnesa said she hasn’t met “a 
single TA that’s pleased with the 
offer”. She added, “I would like 
to ask her if she would be pleased 
if it was her pay being cut—I sus‑
pect probably not.”

How Durham Unison officials 
could put the current offer out 
for consultation beggars belief. 
It’s true they haven’t helped to 
organise the county‑wide oppo‑
sition to the council full time 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS perform 
a vital role in the classroom, 
helping children learn and grow in 
confidence Picture: PA

Simon Henig—Durham council boss

officials. But they should at least be 
able to notice a big minority of TAs 
are angry enough to mobilise.

Why has Durham Unison allowed 
relations with its members to sour 
so badly? Why has it blocked activ‑
ist TAs from becoming stewards for 
months now?

And why did Unison officials tell 
the TAs in August that they knew 
nothing about the council’s plans—
despite the fact they had already 
negotiated the latest offer with the 
council during talks in July?

One TA wrote to Unison general 
secretary Dave Prentis to say she 
“doesn’t have a lot of faith in the local 
representation”. He had previously 
promised to intervene personally. 
But the fact he got regional secretary 
Claire Williams to respond to the 
letter left the TA “very disappointed”.

Prentis should put his words into 
action. And Williams should pull her 
finger out before TAs start leaving her 
Durham branch in droves. Despite 
itself, Unison in Durham has seen 
an active and mobilised membership 
develop in the last six months.

Rank and file TAs have created 
a network spanning over 200 of 
Durham’s 270 schools. They organise 
between schools and produce regular 
bulletins.

“Our strategy is to not just be 
victims and accept these pay cuts,” 
Agnesa said. “We can reject this offer 
and vote for industrial action—it’s 
the only choice we’ve got. 

“We’re not just fighting for our‑
selves, we’re fighting for the future 
of the schools and our profession.”

Sadly they feel like they are 

battling their union as well as the 
council.

“I never thought I’d have to fight 
like this for a job I’ve done for 26 
years,” Lisa said.

“None of us had met each other 
before last November when this 
started but I don’t speak to anyone 
else at the minute. We speak all 
night, every night planning, coordi‑
nating, emailing and messaging. It’s 
such a strong bond we’ve got now.”

Agnesa agreed, “It’s changed me 
and made me much stronger, more 
bolshie and much more confident. 
Three months ago there is no way I 
would have contemplated standing in 
front of a hall full of people to speak.”

Anger, passion and determination 
have helped her get past that.

This struggle has changed the lives 
of all of the TAs on the rank and file 
committee. Lisa said, “I go to scooter 
rallies and Mod events but I don’t really 
talk about scooters any more—it’s all 
about equality impact statuses and pro‑
tests and solidarity. It’s massive change.

“I’ve never been a political person. 
I’ve always voted Labour because 
that’s what you do. My dad was 
a shop steward for years and I’ve 
grown up on everything to do with 
the miners. 

Future
“The way I see it is that it’s ‘the big 
people’ taking from what they think is 
‘the little people’ and that’s not fair.”

If lifelong supporters think this way 
about the party that is supposed to be 
on the side of ordinary working class 
people then Labour has problems in 
the north east. It only needs to look 

north of the border for a vision of a 
possible future if it continues to drive 
through austerity.

Dozens of its councillors didn’t 
have the bottle to show up and vote 
or criticise the cut, though some local 
Labour MPs have spoken out.

Leader Jeremy Corbyn spoke in 
support of the TAs at this year’s Gala. 
But Sam—a “swinging voter”—said, 
“Jeremy Corbyn offered support but 
claims this is a result of austerity cuts 
by the Tories while Durham council 
claims that it is nothing to do with 
austerity.”

Lisa thought the message behind 
Corbyn’s Gala speech was “excellent”. 
But she said, “I still can’t quite grasp 
how, when you’ve got the Labour 
leader saying ‘get this sorted’ and we 
all live in a Labour‑run council, it still 
hasn’t been sorted.

“We’re real people with real lives 
facing real losses. The people in the 
high towers don’t know who’s going 
to lose their house, who can’t feed 
their kids, who’s had to leave the job. 
We need more of a voice in this.

“I’ve always said that I wouldn’t 
slag the council off. But what I will 
say is that I’m 45, I’ve voted Labour 
all my life, as has my dad, grandpar‑
ents, everybody and I will never vote 
a Labour council in Durham ever 
again. If this is us now, then who are 
they going to pick off next?”
To send a message of solidarity or in-
vite a member of the rank and file com-
mittee to address your union branch, 
contact spartacusannie@gmail.com

Not for running away: the TA Team TAs are fighting for decent pay

How Durham 
Unison could put 
the latest offer out 
for consultation 
beggars belief
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A Rebels Guide to Malcolm X
With author Antony Hamilton.
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Scotland, Brexit and a 
second independence 
referendum—what 
do socialists say?
Wed 5 Oct, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Mental health—what 
do socialists say?
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
What would socialism 
be like?
Wed 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Capitalism in crisis—
was Karl Marx right?
Thu 6 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Sustainability and 
transformation plans—
the NHS’s death knell?
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane (opposite 
the ice rink), BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
How powerful is the media?
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brighthelm Centre,
North Rd,
BN1 1YD
BRISTOL
Is the media all powerful?
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY
Revolution and counter-
revolution in Egypt 
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
China today
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue 
(off Clarendon Rd),
CB2 8DB
CARDIFF
Theresa May, Hillary 
Clinton—do women in 
power make a difference?
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHELMSFORD
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Thu 20 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
CHESTERFIELD
The Black Jacobins—
the history of the 
slave revolt in Haiti
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
After the burkini 
ban—sexism and 
Islamophobia today
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,
CO2 7ET

COVENTRY
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
Imperialism today
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH
DUNDEE
October 1917—the 
Russian Revolution
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Does Islam oppress women?
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
HARLOW
Fighting racism—
then and now
Thu 13 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Can change come 
through parliament?
Wed 5 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
From Black Power to 
Black Lives Matter—the 
fight against racism
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St, L7 7DX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Why we need socialism
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
The crisis in education
Wed 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: EALING
Where next in the fight 
against the Tories?
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 Acton High St, W3 6ND

LONDON: HACKNEY
Spain 1936—
revolution betrayed
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), 
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Why do borders exist 
under capitalism?
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Why we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Black British rebels from 
working class history
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
Room 6, Peckham Pulse 
(near Peckham Library),
SE15 5QN
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
The politics of food
Wed 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Black History Month—
capitalism and slavery
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Is the media all powerful?
Wed 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
A Rebels Guide to Malcolm X
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
No to grammar schools—
what sort of education 
do we want?
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Inspire, 747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR
NEWCASTLE
Crisis in the NHS—
how do we save it?
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORTHAMPTON
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Tue 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Lab, 95-97 Charles St,
NN1 3BG
OXFORD
A Rebel’s Guide 
to Malcolm X
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Capitalism vs the 
environment—why 
won’t our rulers act?
Thu 13 Oct, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
POOLE
The burkini ban and the 
rise of Islamophobia
Mon 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB
PORTSMOUTH
Islamophobia, the burkini 
ban and a woman’s 
right to choose
Wed 12 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
ROTHERHAM
Are Hillary Clinton 
and the US Democrats 
the lesser evil?
Wed 19 Oct, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SWANSEA
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Why we say open borders—
let the refugees in
Thu 20 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
WAKEFIELD
Why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,
WF1 3LJ
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Resisting the changing 
face of racism
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
From grammar schools 
to A&E cuts—a forum on 
defending our services
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
After the contest—
Corbyn and socialism
Mon 10 Oct, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Cable Street 80th 
Anniversary
Sun 9 Oct, 12 noon, 
Altab Ali Park, 
Adler St, E1
NATIONAL
Stand Up to Racism 
conference
Sat 8 Oct, 10am, 
Friends House,
173-177 Euston Rd,
London, 
NW1 2BJ
Marxism and Nature
Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am, 
Central London,
WC2E 9RZ.
This one day conference, 
hosted by the International 
Socialism journal, will explore 
the relevance of Marxist 
ideas to our understanding of 
environmental issues, discuss 
the specific reasons why 
capitalism is so destructive and 
debate different approaches 
to science and nature.
Book online at isj.org.uk/day-
school-marxism-and-nature
Educational trip to 
Krakow & Auschwitz
Thu 3—Mon 7 Nov
The purpose of the trip is 
to better understand the 
Holocaust and the Nazis, 
and look at the Nazi threat 
today in Europe to ensure 
that history is learnt from.
See uaf.org.uk for more details 
of the trip and how you can 
get involved. Organised by 
Unite Against Fascism and 
Love Music Hate Racism
Libraries, museums and 
galleries demonstration
Sat 5 Nov, 12 noon, 
The British Library,
96 Euston Rd,
London, 
NW1 2DB.
Backed Unison, Unite 
and PCS unions
United for Education 
demonstration
Sat 19 Nov, 10am, 
Central London.
A demonstration to demand 
an end to the marketisation 
of university and college 
education, backed by National 
Union of Students and 
University and College Union
SCOTLAND
Marxism Festival 
Scotland 2016
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St,
Glasgow, 
G2 4JP.
Meetings include: Will there
be another recession?
Does Islam oppress women?
Scotland after Brexit
Corbyn, the Labour Party and 
the struggle for socialism
Imperialism today: 
the new fault lines.
Registration from 9.30am
Tickets (£3/£5/£10 solidarity
price) available from
Socialist Worker sellers or
from enquiries@swp.org.uk

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

LEICESTER
Wed 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Leicester LGBT Centre,
15 Wellington St,
LE1 6HH

NORWICH
Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

SHEFFIELD
Thu 6 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY

PORTSMOUTH 
PUBLIC MEETING
Wed 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

After the leadership battle 
Where next for Corbyn 
and the Labour Party? 

A crowd greets Jeremy Corbyn in Leeds  Picture: Neil terry

Jeremy Corbyn, 
Labour and the 
fight for socialism

Order yours today  
020 7840 5600 or 
enquiries@swp.org.uk
 

£3

by Charlie Kimber

Socialist Worker  28 September 2016



 REVIEWS & CULTURE 13
Socialist Worker 28 September 2016

A Civil War story that will  
sting racists with its tale 
A film about Confederate deserter Newton Knight punctures the myth of a 
South united behind slavery in the American Civil War, writes Charlie Kimber 
FREE STATE of Jones is rooted in 
the bloody battles of the American 
Civil War of 1861-65.

It emphasises that the war did not 
just pit the “free labour” North against 
the slave-owning Confederate South. 
There was also an “inner war” in the 
South between different classes.

The film centres on the life of 
Newton Knight, a small farmer 
in Mississippi who is part of the 
Confederate army at the beginning of 
the war.

He is sickened by the way the poor 
are used as cannon fodder while the 
slaveowners’ children are exempted 
from the military. 

He deserts the army and his 
doubts about the legit imacy  
of “his” side grow as the authorities 
steal the meagre resources owned by 
ordinary people in order to fuel the 
war machine.  

Knight is eventually forced to flee  
to the swamps to join a group of  
runaway slaves.

Disillusion 
Their numbers grow as disillusion 
with the Confederacy spreads and 
the guerrilla band becomes a small 
army. It defeats Confederate forces in 
a series of battles and secures a large 
part of the state for the Union.

There are great scenes as black 
people fight and kill their former 
owners and seek to establish a soci-
ety of greater freedom and equality  
alongside poor whites. There are also 
very strong roles for women.

The film is very carefully based on 
historical truth. Knight existed, the 
army of blacks and whites did indeed 
take a large area of territory. 

The sense they were fighting a 
“rich man’s war” or a “war for cotton” 

meant that half the Confederate Army 
had deserted by 1863. A year later 
Confederate president Jefferson Davis 
admitted that two-thirds of the army 
was absent.

This was in addition to the 300,000 
Southerners who fled to the North at 
the beginning of the war to fight for 
the Union army.

There were armed bands of poor 
whites and escaped slaves in the 
Southern states of Virginia, Georgia, 
Alabama, Louisiana, Florida and 
North Carolina as well as Mississippi. 

In parts of Texas an alliance of 

poorer whites, Hispanics and slaves 
opposed the Confederacy.

There are problems with the film. 
Although there are confrontations 
between white deserters and escaped 
slaves there is a danger that this  
tension is downplayed for the sake of 
the broader narrative.

Because it also deals with the 
aftermath of the war and even events  
decades later, it also sometimes feels 
overloaded.

Perhaps the most important criticism  
levelled at the film is that it  
substitutes the “white saviour” Knight 

for the centrality of slaves’ own activ-
ity. But this attack is misplaced.  
The film doesn’t say that whites freed 
the slaves. 

Instead it reveals a largely hidden 
history of class division which punc-
tures the myth of a homogenous and 
undivided white pro-slave South. 

Free State of Jones will be enjoyed 
by Socialist Worker readers and will 
spark debates about the American 
Civil War. See it.
Free State of Jones 
Directed by Gary Ross 
Out now in cinemas 

NEWTON KNIGHT (left) threatens to kill a Confederate army lieutenant 

EXHIBITION
A WORLD TO WIN—
POSTERS OF PROTEST AND 
REVOLUTION 
William Morris Gallery, 
London, E17 4PP. 
Until 15 January 2017

THIS EXHIBITION looks at 
a century of radical political 
posters. 

It ranges from the 
Suffragettes in early 20th 
century Britain to the Arab 

Spring that swept north 
Africa in 2011. 

It’s aim is to look at how 
political activists around 
the world have used posters 
to mobilise, educate and 
organise. 

LARRY HERMAN—CLYDESIDE 
1974-76
Street Level Photoworks, 
Glasgow, G1 5HD. 
Until 15 January 2017

PHOTOGRAPHER Larry 
Herman left the US during 
the Vietnam War in the 
1970s.

Here Herman chronicles 
the lives of ordinary people 
on the River Clyde in 
Scotland living through 
intense economic decline. 

Spirit of 60s rebellion and liberation brought to life 
EXHIBITION
YOU SAY YOU WANT A 
REVOLUTION? RECORDS 
AND REBELS 1966-77
Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London, SW7 2RL.  
Tickets £16 
Until 26 February 2017 
vam.ac.uk

RIGHT WINGERS reguarly 
blame the 1960s for all the 
“ills” of modern society.

More nauseating still, 
former radicals turned 
disreputable reactionaries 
often dismiss the era as 
just being about hippies 
dropping acid and 

dropping out. The Victoria 
& Albert Museum’s new 
exhibition avoids both of 
those pitfalls. It captures 
some of the spirit of 
rebellion and hopes for 
liberation. 

Hell 
The exhibition shows 
an establishment under 
attack. 

A Daily Mirror 
newspaper front page 
asks, “What the hell is 
going on in this country?” 

It’s a treasure trove of 
original photographs of 
mass movements, as well 
as contemporary music, 

art and fashion. A large 
section is adorned with 
powerful posters designed 
by Emory Douglas, the 
Black Panther Party’s 
official artist.

One of the best things 
is that it’s interactive, 
with everyone wearing 
headphones throughout. 

We’re shown scenes 
from the US Civil Rights 
march in Selma in 
Alabama and the Kent 
State University  
anti-war protest when the 
US National Guard killed 
four students. 

One room is done 
up as a field at the 

Woodstock Festival. That 
said, the structure of the 
exhibition can make it 
feel like a rather atomised 
experience. 

At one point you can 
follow the main exhibition 
route and walk through 
“Count me out”, or take 
the left “Count me in” 
door. 

Active 
Fighting to change society 
is presented as an active 
decision individuals have 
to take. 

But here the exhibition 
gets slightly weird, with a 
section on communes in 

the US in 1970. We’re told 
that their “user generated 
content” can still be seen 
in Steve Jobs, Apple and 
Silicon Valley. 

In reality, it shows how 
capitalism managed to 
repackage some of the 
radicalism as lifestyle 
chic as a response to the 
gains won by the mass 
movements of the 1960s. 

But the real radical 
legacy of 1960s is a 
rebellion against the status 
quo. 

Perhaps the steep ticket 
price is perhaps a reminder 
of how some have cashed-
in on rebellion. 

A poster from Cuba (detail)

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  A Rebel’s Guide to 
Malcolm X
Antony Hamilton 

2  A Rebel’s Guide to 
Trotsky
Esme Choonara 

3  The Long Depression—
Marxism and the global 
crisis of capitalism
Michael Roberts 

4 When Adam Delved and 
Eve Span—a history of 
the peasants’ revolt
Mark O’Brien 

5 Fascism—what it is and 
how to fight it
Leon Trotsky 

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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READ MORE
lThe Labour Party—a 
Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff and Donny 
Gluckstein, £5
lJeremy Corbyn, Labour 
and the fight for socialism 
by Charlie Kimber, £3
lRevolutionaries and the 
Labour Party 
by Duncan Hallas  
Marxists Internet Archive 
at bit.ly/2d9CvEI

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Jack on top of it.”
It was patriotism that con-

vinced Attlee to back Labour’s 
support for the First World War. 

He claimed that socialists, 
“recognised not only solidarity 
with their fellow countrymen, 
but also the need for preserv-
ing intact the field on which 
they fought their particular 
battles”.

He was apparently pleased 
that Labour’s leaders Arthur 
Henderson and Robert Smillie 
were “socialist pro-war, like 
himself”.

As  mayor  of  Stepney 
Borough council in the 1920s, 
Attlee worked hard to contain 
a wave of unrest and radicalism 
that spread across Britain in the 
aftermath of the war. 

His work, Bew approvingly 
writes, “Was the perfect rebut-
tal to the idea that Labour was 
irresponsible or revolutionary.”

And as Labour leader in 
1940 Attlee joined Winston 
Churchill’s Tories in a coali-
tion government that lasted 
throughout the Second World 
War.

During this time he backed 
the government’s Emergency 
Powers Defence Bill which gave 
it “dictatorial powers for the 
foreseeable future”. 

He was personally respon-
sible for imprisoning Indian 
national liberation leader 
Mahatma Gandhi for the dura-
tion of the war. 

And he backed Greece’s 
royalist government against 
Communist-led resistance 
because it threatened Britain’s 
hold on the area.

Yet he refused to give in to 
demands from the left inside 
his own party to push for more 
reforms while in government. 

Even when Labour was seri-
ously divided, Attlee was more 
concerned about, “Looking like 
a responsible party of govern-
ment, with a truly national 
spirit”.

For Bew, this was far more 
important than giving in to 
what he dismisses as the con-
stant “hounding” of Attlee from 
the Labour left. 

Without any evidence at 
all he insists that it was “the 
Labour Party’s patriotism” 
that won it a landslide in 
the 1945 general election.

It’s hard to miss the 
subtext. 

At the very begin-
ning of the book Bew 
argues that Labour 
l e a d e r  J e r e m y 
Corbyn is “a dis-
tinct break from the 

political tradition in which 
Attlee stood”. He wants us to 
agree that Labour has to ditch 
Corbyn to become electable—

and replace him with someone 
more “respectable”.

But if  there’s any-
thing we can learn from 
Citizen Clem it’s that 

being “respectable” and 
governing in the national 

interest means attacking 
the people Labour claims to  

represent.
Most of Attlee’s achieve-

ments that Bew wants us to 
celebrate are ones we should 
really condemn. 

If the right want own-
ership of Attlee’s “social 
patriotism”, let them 
have it.
Citizen Clem— 
A Biography of Attlee by 
John Bew is out now

Labour Party 
election posters 
from 1945 (above) 
and Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn  
(below)

Will rivalry and repression 
start a nuclear war?

Protesters shot, a base 
bombed and fighting 
talk at the top bring 
old tensions between 
India and Pakistan 
back to boiling point
INDIA AND Pakistan stand 
on the brink of major 
confrontation over the 
disputed territory of Kashmir.

An attack by armed 
militants on an army base in 
the Indian-controlled part of 
the region last week killed  
18 soldiers.

The Indian government 
blames Pakistan, insisting that 
the fighters are backed by 
the country’s secret services. 
It urged its army to take on 
the rebels along the “Line of 
Control” that separates the 
two countries.

Fighting has raged since 
then, with many civilians 
caught between the two sides.

The general secretary 
of Indian prime minister 
Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya 
Janata Party calls for more 
blood. He posted on Facebook 
to demand, “For one tooth, 
the complete jaw. Days of 
so-called strategic restraint 
are over.”

India and Pakistan have 
fought two fully fledged 
wars over Kashmir. Both 
are nuclear powers. It 
would be disastrous if the 
current situation escalated 
into another major military 
confrontation.

Ordinary Kashmiris—
Muslims, Hindus and 
Buddhists—have endured 
three months of crackdowns 
and curfews.

Security forces have been 
battling with protesters 
against India’s military 
occupation in Indian-
administered Kashmir since 
July. They have killed more 
than 80 people and wounded 
thousands—including many 
blinded by pellet guns.

They injured dozens and 
killed a 22-year-old farmer 
when they fired at stone-
throwing protesters on Friday 
of last week. Hundreds of 
villagers came into the streets 
in response, chanting, “We 
want freedom”.

Troops have brought life in 
the region to a standstill, even 
blocking worshippers from 

attending Friday prayers at 
the largest mosques.

All major markets, 
educational institutions and 
public transport as well as 
other businesses are closed. 
But the protests show no sign 
of abating. 

The tensions could draw 
in more countries after Modi 
vowed to Pakistan, “We will 
isolate you”.

India arrested and detained 
leading Kashmiri human 
rights activist Khurram Parvez 
earlier this month, stopping 

him speaking at the United 
Nations human rights council.

China’s government fears 
the clashes could threaten its 
development of the Pakistani 
port of Gwadar. Chinese 
prime minister Li Keqiang 
last week urged Pakistan to 
“reinforce prevention on the 
security risk” and “provide 
safety protection”.

The ruling classes of both 
India and Pakistan are happy 
to stoke tensions, believing 
that sabre-rattling will make 
them popular at home.

The wishes of the Kashmiri 
people are furthest from their 
considerations—as they have 
been since British India was 
partitioned into two states, 
India and Pakistan, in 1947.

The imperialist lobby in 
Britain demanded its local 
allies, the heads of the 
princely states, be allowed to 
decide for themselves which 
to join. The vast majority 
chose India—and Indian 
troops occupied the two areas 
that chose Pakistan.

Kashmir’s ruler Maharajah 
Hari Singh tried to avoid the 
decision. Pakistan sent troops 
to invade, but India seized the 
capital, Srinagar.

Then there was a serious 
secular movement that fought 
for independence for Kashmir 
from both Pakistan and India. 
Some still hold to that goal.

The only way out of this 
dangerous spiral towards war 
is for workers to unite across 
the religious divides—in 
India, Pakistan, and Kashmir.

The left should demand 
self-determination for the 
region, and fight to make 
real the possibility of 
independence.

PROTESTERS THROW stones at troops in Srinagar, Kashmir

BACK STORY
Kashmir is divided between 
Indian and Pakistani rule 
by a Line of Control that 
neither sees as permanent
lTroops from both states 
invaded the territory in 1947.
They have since fought two 
wars over Kashmir
lIndia rules its side with 
brutal repression. Pakistan 
is accused of sponsoring 
deadly terrorist attacks
lSince July a new round of 
protests against Indian rule 
has been met with curfews 
and live ammunition

Troops have 
brought life to a 
standstill, even 
stopping Friday 
prayers

‘‘ 

C
lement Attlee 
is often seen 
a s  a  h e r o 
of  the lef t . 
H i s  1 9 4 5 -
5 1  L a b o u r 

government  c reated 
the welfare state and  
nationalised key industries.

But Attlee also secretly 
developed nuclear weap-
ons, backed wars and 
attacked workers. That’s 
why some on the right also 
hold him up as the ideal 
Labour leader. 

For them, Attlee is a 
respectable moderate who 
could win elections and push 
through real changes. 

This is certainly the thrust 
of historian John Bew’s new 
biography, Citizen Clem.

The book is partly a  
rebuttal to left wing critics of 
Attlee. 

But it’s also an attempt to 
snatch Attlee back from those 
on the left who want to claim 
him.

For  Bew,  patr io t i sm 
is at the heart of Attlee’s  
socialism. He claims this is 
“the glue that bound together 
so much of what Attlee did”.

What Bew means is that 
Attlee believed that everybody 
in Britain—no matter what 
their class—shared a common 
national interest.

And if everyone could unite 
for the good of the nation, the 
nation would come good for 
them.

Bew is enthusiastic about 
this type of “social patriotism”, 
writing with the kind of gush-
ing sentimentality normally 
reserved for the birth of a royal 
baby. 

He explains how Attlee 
“believed that love of country 
could be a noble and unifying 
thing”. 

Solidarity doesn’t mean unity 
between workers, we’re told, 
but “solidarity with your fellow 
countryman”.

It’s stirring stuff. Bew insists 
that this patriotism has nothing 
to do with “uncritical chauvin-
istic jingoism or imperialism”. 

But this assertion rings a 
little hollow after the First 
World War adventure story that 
opens the first chapter.

The tale of brave captain 
Attlee leading his men into Iraq 
reads like a colonial fantasy. 

Attlee is reassured by the 
sight of the union flag flying 
over the bazaar and thinks of 
Blighty as he leads the charge 
against “the Turks”.

Stomach churning though it 
is, Attlee’s “social patriotism” 
tells us something about the 
Labour Party.

The mixing together of class 
and nation is a contradiction 
that goes right to the heart of 
what Labour is all about.

The party claims to give a 
political voice to the working 
class. 

Its links to workers, via the 
trade union leaders, mean it 
can do this in a distorted way.

But Labour’s focus is on 
an institution—parliament—
that supposedly ignores the 

existence of class. 
Instead, MPs are supposed 

to represent all of their con-
stituents, no matter what class 
they’re part of.

The idea of a “national inter-
est” shared by workers and 
bosses—despite the conflict in 
the workplace—is key to help-
ing Labour overcome this.

So Labour promises to 
govern in the national interest, 
which means trying to manage 
the system in the interests of 
everybody. 

But because the health of 
the system depends on bosses’ 
ability to make profits at the 
expense of workers, the national 
interest often involves attacking 
the working class.

Attlee’s 1945 government is a 
good example. Bew accurately 
accuses Ken Loach’s film The 
Spirit of ’45 of “cherrypicking” 
aspects of this government. 

Loach celebrates the NHS 
and the welfare state, but skips 
over Attlee’s role in secretly 
developing the nuclear bomb 

and setting up Nato.
Unlike Loach, Bew wants 

us to celebrate all of Attlee’s 
“achievements”—not just the 
NHS, but nukes and Nato too. 

The formation of the National 
Health Service and the creation 
of the welfare state with the 
National Insurance Bill helped 
huge numbers of workers.

Labour also began nationalis-
ing industries such as coal, gas, 
electricity, rail and even the 
Bank of England. 

It was able to do this not just 
because the system allowed 
it—but because the system 
demanded it.

The British economy needed 
to be “reconstructed” after 
the Second World War—and 
capitalists couldn’t be sure 
of making a profit from these 
industries. 

They were more than happy 
to let the British state do the 
work for them.

Yet when the economy 
began to stumble into crisis in 
1947, the Attlee government 
set about making workers pay. 

It did this with wage freezes, 
ration cuts and other austerity 
measures. 

It co-opted the unions into 
working with bosses to make 
workers work harder—and 
justified it all in the national 
interest.

B
EW GIVES us some 
telling examples. 
For instance when 
dockers in east 
London st ruck 
against the wage 

freeze, Attlee demanded they 
return to work—appealing, as 
Bew puts it, “to a sense of 
patriotic duty”.

“In the current conditions in 
the country, this was a strike, 
‘against your mates, a strike 
against the housewife, a strike 
against the ordinary common 
people’”.

For Bew, Attlee’s assault on 
workers “was social patriotism 
in its purist form”. 

This feels a long way from the 
start of the book, where “social 
patriotism” meant making sure 
workers got a better deal. 

Now it’s all about cajoling 
workers into accepting Labour’s 
austerity.

In fact, patriotism and the 
national interest is apparently 
behind everything that Attlee 
ever did—such as secretly 
developing nuclear weapons. 

Bew describes the devastating  
effect of the nuclear weapons 
dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

Yet he tells us that Attlee’s 
“instinctive and immedi-
ate” response that “Britain 
must have this weapon for 
itself”, was a “brutally realistic 
assessment”.

The weapon was crucial 
to making sure Britain could 
keep some degree of independ-
ence from the US as its empire 
collapsed. 

So in the words of Attlee’s 
foreign secretary Ernest Bevin, 
“We’ve got to have this thing 
over here whatever it costs. 

“We’ve got to have the Union 

LABOUR’S 
PATRIOTIC 
REFORMER
A new biography claims former Labour leader Clement 
Attlee for the right—but it also exposes how Attlee’s 
contradictions are rooted in the party, writes Nick Clark

The mixing of 
class and 
nation goes to 
the heart of 
Labour

‘‘ 

CLEMENT ATTLEE addressing a crowd at the Durham Miners’ Gala Big Meeting in 1936

FOCUS ON 
KASHMIR
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BMA’s retreat lets Hunt off hook
MANY JUNIOR doctors are 
angry and frustrated that the 
British Medical Association 
(BMA) suspended planned 
walkouts last Saturday.

They had planned five-day 
walkouts in October, Novem-
ber and December against 
Tory health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt’s imposition of a dan-
gerous new contract. 

Rory, a junior doctor in 
Manchester, told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s disappointing 
to see the BMA go back first 
given the state of the NHS.”

Disaster
It will be a disaster for the 
NHS, health workers and 
patients if Hunt’s imposition 
goes ahead successfully on 
Tuesday of next week.

Junior doctors’ leaders had 
fought off attempts by the 
BMA Council to suspend their 
industrial action only last 
week. But the junior doctors’ 
committee buckled in the 
face of right wing pressure. 

Committee chair Ellen 
McCourt said industrial 
action had been suspended 

because of the “overriding 
concern about patient safety”. 

But it is the Tories’ attacks 
on the NHS that are under-
mining patient safety.

Rory said, “No one wants 
to put patients at risk, but 
the new contract will mean 
junior doctors working longer 
hours. It will mean more 

tired doctors and that means 
more mistakes can be made. 
That’s what will put patients 
at risk”. 

Junior  doctors  have 
clearly had massive support, 
but it has never been prop-
erly mobilised. 

T h e  L a b o u r  P a r t y 
d idn ’ t  ca l l  fo r  ac t ive  

support .  The 
lack of solidarity from the 
TUC and other union lead-
ers in particular led to the 
junior doctors’ leaders back-
ing down.

A wave of solidarity from 
other workers and mass dem-
onstrations could have cre-
ated a political crisis capable 
of forcing the government to 
retreat. 

Many trade unionists and 
campaigners did organise 
local solidarity, but the TUC 
did not call a national demon-
stration.

This left the BMA more iso-
lated while under pressure to 
back down.

Walkouts
Every time the junior doc-
tors struck, Hunt seemed 
on the rocks. But the large 
gaps between walkouts gave 
him much-needed breathing 
room and sapped rank-and-
file confidence.

The Tories and right wing 
press pumped out propaganda 
about “greedy doctors” put-
ting patients’ lives at risk. The 
senior BMA leadership and 
right within the union pushed 
this argument, obstructed reps 

from mobilising and then said 
there wasn’t an appetite for 
action. 

Some BMA members 
are now talking about join-
ing other unions because of 
understandable frustration.

But a left wing exodus will 
not magic up action—it would 
simply leave the bulk of junior 
doctors to the BMA right.

Alternative
The BMA said it is planning 
an alternative to strikes, but 
hasn’t said what form this will 
take.

Some junior doctors have 
set up the Junior Doctors Alli-
ance to pressure the BMA to 
keep up the fight.

Junior doctor Rishi Dhir 
said, “We will continue to 
urge the BMA to consider all 
actions including strikes”. 

Hunt will use a success-
ful imposition to attack other 
health workers’ pay and condi-
tions to soften the NHS up for 
privatisation.

Only serious resistance—
with strikes at its heart and a 
broader campaign in defence 
of the NHS—will stop him.

JUNIOR DOCTORS on the picket line in February  Picture: Guy Smallman

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

Sinister—Tory health secretary Jeremy Hunt

16 NEWSSocialist Worker  28 September 2016



BACKGROUNDCHECK 17

Labour won’t win support by 
clamping down on migrants
As politicians claim Labour needs to clamp down on migrants to win back the ‘white working 
class’, Dave Sewell argues solidarity with migrants needs to be a priority for the movement

Racism isn’t inevitable—it’s pushed by our rulers 
ANTI-migrant 
attitudes have 

hardened across society—
but it is a libel on workers 
to blame it on them. 

Racism against migrants 
isn’t inevitable. People’s 
ideas are always in 
flux, and are shaped by 
struggles in society.

Surveys tend to show 
slightly more open 
hostility among poorer 
people than among 
those at the top.

This difference reflects 
how workers, whose 
living standards have 
fallen, have more reason 
to be afraid or resentful. 

Some can be misled into 
blaming migrants.

But the difference in 
attitudes is far less than 
claimed by the media. 

The real culprits are 
the bosses, the landlords 
and the politicians who 
push austerity—and the 
system they represent.

Union leaders have 
failed to lead the resistance 
that could make an 
alternative credible.

In the absence 
of workers fighting 
together, migrants make 
a convenient scapegoat.

Too many Labour 
politicians push this 

scapegoating rather than 
confront the bosses.
There’s an urgent need to 
take on racist arguments.

That’s one reason why 
Stand Up To Racism and its 
conference on Saturday 8 
October are so important 
(see below).

When anti-racists are 
on the streets it’s harder 
for racists to spread their 
poison. And when workers 
fight together for their 
common interests, it gives 
them a sense of unity. 
Sat 8 October, 10am,  
Friends Meeting House 
London NW1 2BJ 
standuptoracism.org.uk

THE WHOLE Labour right, some 
on the left, and most of the media 
seem to be testing whether saying 
something often enough can make 
it true.

They claim Labour is losing sup-
port, particularly among white work-
ing class people in northern towns, 
because workers don’t like immi-
gration. They conclude that Labour 
can only win them back by pledg-
ing to abolish the free movement of 
European Union (EU) migrants.

One of the latest salvoes came 
from right wing MPs Rachel Reeves 
and Stephen Kinnock in a new Fabian 
Society pamphlet. 

They argue that immigration drives 
wages down and unemployment up. 
But the evidence is so scant they had 
to shift their emphasis from immigra-
tion’s real effects to perceived ones.  

Discriminated 
Kinnock argues, “The impact of 
immigration is not measured, it’s  
experienced”. It takes the form of 
white working class people “feeling 
discriminated against” in favour of 
minorities.

He partially acknowledges that 
they’re obviously not, but says that 
doesn’t matter. “To deny the reality of 
the experience of white working class 
people smacks of ‘class privilege’,” 
said millionaire’s son Kinnock.

They claim that accepting  
anti-immigration myths is a “progres-
sive” way of undercutting racism.

Some even argue that immigra-
tion is the cause of racism, but this 
lets racism off the hook and blames 
the victims.

If that were true, anti-immigrant 
sentiment would tend to be higher 
in areas with high immigration. But 
the Financial Times newspaper’s 

Gavin Jackson found the link is 
weak. It actually points the other 
way—you’re more likely to oppose  
immigration if you live somewhere 
with few immigrants.

The main exceptions are parts of 
eastern England, where large numbers  
of migrant farm workers are isolated 
from British-born town dwellers. 

Reeves and Kinnock call for wearing  
down the stigma that still rightly 
surrounds scapegoating. But this 

normalises the lie that the migrants’ 
presence causes problems—laying 
the ground for more hostility toward 
them.

Repression 
The unions’ and the Labour left’s call 
to revive Gordon Brown’s “migration 
impact fund” is softer than the right’s 
call for repression.

But it still implies that immigra-
tion is a burden people should be 

compensated for. Pandering to these 
myths only strengthens the racism 
that feeds on them.

Labour is indeed paying dearly 
for its failure to “tackle head on” the 
immigration question, as Kinnock 
puts it.

But to do so would mean busting 
racist myths instead of echoing them. 
It means saying loud and clear that 
immigration isn’t to blame for the suf-
fering caused by capitalism.

Why their 
myths do 
not add up

ONE OF Reeves’ and 
Kinnock’s only 

concessions to reality is 
referring to a recent 
study by the Resolution 
Foundation think tank.

Reeves said it found 
that while immigration 
“had no overall impact” 
on British-born workers’ 
wages, “it had caused ‘a 
slight drag on wages’ in 
some sectors”.

But the report 
emphasised that cutting 
immigration won’t 
boost wages. It found 
this “slight drag” too 
marginal compared 
to the overall wage 
“squeeze” for it to be 
responsible for low pay. 

Even this a red 
herring—it doesn’t 
prove causation. 

Sectors 
It only shows that in 
some sectors workers 
have lower wages if 
they are in regions with 
higher immigration. 
It doesn’t show that 
higher immigration 
causes those lower 
wages. 

A study by the 
London School of 
Economics in May found 
no correlation between 
high immigration and 
lower wages.

One of its authors 
Jonathan Wadsworth 
said, “The bottom line 
is that EU immigration 
has not harmed the pay, 
jobs or public services 
enjoyed by Britons.”

Bosses push wages 
down—and workers’ 
struggles can push them 
up. 

But if workers are 
divided, bosses and 
politicians have a freer 
hand to push through 
more attacks to make 
life worse for all 
workers. When workers fight together ideas around scapegoating have less

purchase because of the need for unity

RACHEL REEVES claims Labour can only win back working class support by shifting right  
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IN BRIEF 

Orgreave summit  
to demand justice 
THE ORGREAVE Truth and 
Justice Campaign is holding 
a conference in Sheffield on 
Saturday. It will be a chance 
for activists from a range of 
justice campaigns to share 
ideas on resisting the state 
and organising.
lRegistration from 9am, 
conference from 10am-4pm. 
Saturday 1 October, Quaker 
Meeting House, 10 St James St, 
Sheffield S1 2EW. To register go 
to orgreavejustice@hotmail.com  
and OTJC.org.uk for details

Rotherham 12 need 
support at court
OVER 150 people joined the 
Rotherham 12 campaign’s 
Injustice in the System 
conference in Sheffield last 
Saturday.   

The campaign is defending 
12 Asian men facing trial for 
violent disorder following an  
anti-fascist protest in the 
town in September 2015.

One of the 12, Abrar Javid, 
urged people to protest 
outside Sheffield Crown Court 
on the first day of the trial 
next Monday. The protest 
assembles at 9am. 
lWatch the convention online 
at vimeo.com/184138860

Anniversary march 
in Cable Street
A PROTEST to commemorate 
the 80th anniversary of the 
anti-rascist Battle of Cable 
Street is set to take place on 
Sunday 9 October. 

The march will assemble 
at 12 noon in Altab Ali park in 
Whitechapel, east London. 

Speakers include Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn and 
Cable Street veteran Max 
Levitas.
lFor more information go to 
bit.ly/2cZF5h5 and for the 
events of 1936 read the article 
in Socialist Worker next week

Walkout is just the 
ticket in Hackney
TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Hackney, east London, struck 
on Thursday of last week over 
pay and a victimisation. The 
Unite union members are 
employed by Apcoa.

They want overtime rates 
for evenings and weekends. 

They are also defending 
a union rep who faces 
disciplinary action for 
allegedly failing to fill in a 
holiday request form.

Unite union calls off 
distribution strike
TWO PLANNED 24 hour 
strikes by up to 300 workers 
at Menzies Distribution were 
suspended last week. 

The Unite union members 
are voting on a new pay 
offer with the result set to be 
known on Friday. The details 
of the new offer are not being 
disclosed publicly. 

The workers deliver 
newspapers to shops and 
train stations.

University strike to 
defend reps and jobs
by SADIE ROBINSON 

WORKERS AT London 
Metropolitan University were 
set to strike on Thursday 
to defend jobs, education 
and their union reps.

Bosses want to impose 
395 redundancies. They have 
also imposed compulsory 
redundancy on UCU union 
reps Mark Campbell and David 
Hardman.

Many workers see this as an 
attempt to weaken the union 
to push through more attacks.

Christina Paine, UCU branch 
secretary at London Met, 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
strike will take place during 
induction. Management are 
trying to shift some things 

around in response, but our 
action will cause problems for 
them and have an impact.”

London Met workers backed 
strikes by two to one in a 
recent ballot.

Christina said many felt 
“battle weary” after repeated 
attacks. But she added that the 
vote was a “good indication” 
of the mood and “there is a 
willingness to oppose the cuts”.

The attack at London Met is 
part of a wider assault.

The Tories have paved the 
way for private firms to set 
up universities and take over 
existing ones.

Attacks on workers’ 
conditions are part of 
softening universities up for 
privatisation.

But this also means there 

is potential to build a big 
campaign against the cuts. 

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn pledged to support 
strikers during Labour’s 
conference in Liverpool last 
weekend. 

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell has also promised 
solidarity with the workers. 

Workers across Britain in 
education and beyond have 
taken “solidarity selfies” to 
show their support.
lRush messages of support to 
uculondonmet@mail.com.  
Join picket lines at London Met 
campuses from 8am.  
Join a rally at the Holloway 
Road campus between 
12 noon and 2pm.  
166-220 Holloway Rd,  
London N7 8DB

HEALTH CAMPAIGNERS point out Tory hypocrisy  

March for women’s hospital
AROUND 2,000 people 
marched in Liverpool against 
the closure of Liverpool 
Women’s Hospital on Sunday. 

NHS bosses launched 
a review of women’s and 
maternity services that could 
lead to the hospital’s closure. 

An internal report said 
that the hospital was 
“financially unviable” 
because it ran a £7.3m 
deficit in 2015-16.

Liverpool Women’s 
Hospital is one of only two 
women’s hospitals in Britain.

Protesters gathered 
outside the hospital in the 

Toxteth area and marched to 
the Labour Party conference 
on the waterfront.

Liverpool city centre came 
to a halt as the march passed 
through it. 

More than 40,000 people 
have signed a petition 
against the hospital’s 
closure. 

The rally was addressed 
by Labour’s shadow health 
secretary Diane Abbott, 
Sheila Coleman from 
the Hillsborough Justice 
campaign and radical 
filmmaker Ken Loach, among 
others. 

NHS

ON THE picket line in Brixton 

CINEMA WORKERS 

Ritzy staff return to picket 
line to break pay deadlock
WORKERS AT the Ritzy 
cinema in Brixton, south 
London, struck last Saturday. 
The Bectu union members 
are demanding the London 
Living Wage of £9.40 
an hour and maternity, 
paternity and sick pay.

Workers won a pay rise 
after striking in 2014.

But they did not win the 
London Living Wage that 
they were demanding. 

Bosses have since been 
intransigent. Zena, a Bectu 
member, said, “Management 
agreed to talk to us, 
but now they’ve flat-out 
refused to negotiate.” 

Bectu rep Marc Cowan 
told Socialist Worker, “If 
the company is not going 

to listen we’ll speak to the 
public.”

The union has grown since 
the last round of strikes 
with supervisors and duty 
managers joining after their 
pay wasn’t increased in line 
with inflation. 

Marc said, “The majority 
of staff are behind it. 

“Front of house staff 
and duty managers 
are out here today.”

Workers from the Hackney 
Picturehouse came down 
to support the strike. 

They are balloting for the 
same demands and their 
action would increase the 
pressure on mangement. 
Voting ends on 6 October.
Alistair Farrow 

COLLEGES

Scottish colleges walk out
OVER 2,500 college support 
workers in Scotland struck 
on Tuesday demanding the 
same lump sum pay rise as 
lecturers.

Unison union members 
who struck earlier this month 
were joined by GMB union 
members. 

Bosses argue that “the 
combination of last year’s 
settlement and the current 
offer equates to a 3.6 percent 
pay rise”.

But Glasgow Clyde College 
Unison rep Claire said, “At 
national bargaining it was 
agreed there would be a flat 
rate increase—a percentage 
is not a flat rate.”

 The action was strong 
with dozens joining the 
pickets.  

Strikers were boosted by 
support from some teaching 
staff and from the National 
Union of Students (NUS) 
Scotland. 

Unfortunately there were 

reports of EIS Fela lecturers’ 
union members being told 
that their union would not 
support them if they refused 
to cross a picket line. This 
needs to be addressed.

Strikers were set to protest 
at the Scottish parliament 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press.

They are determined to 
win their fight. Claire said, 
“We’ll continue our industrial 
action until we get equality 
and we’re prepared to keep 
going out until we get that.”
Thanks to Drew McEwan 
and Dave Sherry
lLonger version on 
socialistworker.co.uk 

nWORKERS AT Hull College 
are balloting for strikes to 
stop cuts. Bosses want to 
slash some 141 jobs. 

They have already axed 85 
jobs since 2011.

The ballot of UCU union 
members ends next Friday.

EDUCATION 

STUDENTS 

THOUSANDS OF students 
have started university 
determined to join the 
struggle for a better society. 

At Manchester University 
freshers’ fair Socialist Worker 
Student Society (SWSS) 
members decapitated 
a cardboard cut-out of 
Margaret Thatcher. 

It had been brought to 
the fair by the Conservative 
Future society. 

At freshers’ fairs across 
Britain many students 
supported Jeremy Corbyn 
and wanted to get involved in 
anti-racist campiagning. 

Manal, a Queen Mary 
University of London student, 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
refugee crisis is the biggest 
issue of our generation.

“But all of us combined 
can make a difference.” 
lLonger version on 
socialistworker.co.uk 
Follow SWSS on Twitter on 
@SWSSNews  
To join or for more information 
call 020 7840 5610 or email 
swss@swp.org.uk

FIREFIGHTERS 

Strike to hose down bosses
FIREFIGHTERS IN Greater 
Manchester are getting ready 
to fight against plans to impose 
new contracts through the 
threat of redundancies.

The Labour-led fire 
authority in Manchester 
wants to get rid of one in five 
firefighter posts—and force 
those remaining to take on  
12-hour shifts to plug the gaps.

Bosses have put every 
firefighter on notice of 
redundancy and have said 
they could face the sack if 
they don’t sign up to the new 
contracts.

But members of the 
firefighter’s FBU union met last 

week to discuss their response 
and showed they were up for 
a fight.

Manchester firefighter 
Simon Hickman was at the 
meeting. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“People wanted proper hard-
hitting action that will have an 
effect.”

He said it was important 
to fight the changes to stop 
similar attacks coming from 
fire authorities across the 
country.

“If they get away with it 
here it will pave the way for 
them to do the same thing 
nationally,” he said.
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RAIL WORKERS

With Scotrail licked, 
guards take on GTR
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

ABELLIO SCOTRAIL con-
ceded it would keep train 
guards last week in a blow 
to bosses’ plans to extend 
driver only operation (DOO)
across the rail network.

The good news from 
Scotland came ahead of the 
announcement of 14 days 
of strikes by train guards on 
Southern Railway over the 
next two months.

Scotrail unions RMT and 
Aslef said Abellio had agreed 
to guarantee a guard on 
every new electrified train. 
The deal also means guards 
will retain their full status 
and skills.

Safety
Drivers will open doors and 
guards will retain respon-
sibility for passenger safety 
at the interface between the 
train and the platform, clos-
ing the doors and ensuring 
safer train despatch.

This climbdown by Scotrail 
bosses would never have 
been possible without several 
solid guards’ strikes during 
the summer. 

The RMT described it as 
“a major breakthrough in 
the battle against driver only 
operation”.

One of the safety rea-
sons for opposing DOO and 
retaining train guards was 
underlined by a train derail-
ment caused by a landslide at 
Watford just outside London 
last week.

The driver was reportedly 
trapped in the cab and the 
guard ensured all the pas-
sengers got to safety.

Southern guards are 
locked in a major battle 
with parent company Govia 
Thameslink Railway (GTR), 
hired by the Tories to drive 
through attacks on workers 
and unions. 

Solidarity is vital for this 

group of workers. 
Bosses have used all sorts 

of intimidation against other 
Govia workers to prevent 
them coordinating strikes 
with the guards. 

The action on Southern 
begins with a three-day walk-
out on 11 October.
lSend solidarity messages 
for Southern rail workers  to 
1885wackers@gmail.com

nRMT MEMBERS working 
on Virgin East Coast Trains 
have voted for a 24-hour 
strike for next Monday. 

The action is to defend 
200 jobs at risk from cuts 
that endanger safety. RMT 
general secretary Mick Cash 
said, “Our members will 
not pay the price for a crisis 
cooked up in the Virgin/
Stagecoach boardroom.”

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

Butterfields gets a boost
CAMPAIGNING HAS pushed 
an estate agent to take down 
from its website a property 
on the Butterfields estate in 
Walthamstow, north London.

It’s a boost to residents 
fighting evictions. 

Chair of the Tenants 
and Residents Association 
Shahzeb Iqbal called it “very 
good news.” 

Landlord Butterfields E17 
Ltd has issued possession 
summonses. Tenants have 
asked for donations towards 
their legal fees.
lSend messages of support to 
nicole.holgate@gmail.com 
To make a donation contact 
adriennew115@hotmail.com
Go to bit.ly/2ddiv2Q for 
more information

Bailiffs are halted in Bristol   
NEIGHBOURS AND activists 
stopped an eviction in the 
Easton area of Bristol on 
Tuesday of last week.

Nimo Abdullahi’s landlord 
tried to evict her and her 
family after she complained 

about mould. 
Nimo said damp was 

affecting her asthmatic 
children.

Some 30 people stood in 
the way of bailiffs, turning 
them away. 

RAIL BOSSES and SNP minister Derek Mackay (centre) worked together       Picture: Phyllis stePhen

Follow the North Sea deal 
with a war on bosses’ cuts
WORKERS EMPLOYED 
by contractor Wood 
Group on Shell North Sea 
offshore rigs have voted 
to settle their dispute.

The Unite and RMT union 
members accepted a new 
offer from bosses after a 
series of strikes. They were 
the first offshore strikes 
for nearly three decades.

Unite said it “allowed 
us to reduce the levels of 
cuts being proposed to 
our members’ wages and 
terms and conditions.

“We were able to 
secure improvements to 
competency payments. 

“Threats to life insurance, 
health care and sick pay 
have been removed. We 
have a commitment to 

greater work security 
for ad-hoc workers, and 
they now have greater 
opportunities to progress 
into permanent  
posts.”

However, a significant 
minority voted to reject 
the deal. The Unite vote 
to accept was 105 to 82. 

Many workers believed 
more could have been won. 

The Wood Group strikers 
have shown that collective 
action is the only way to 
resist—and that offshore 
workers can fight back.

With bosses still on the 
attack, this dispute provides 
an example and underlines 
why union organisation 
must be strengthened 
for the battles ahead.

ROTHERHAM ABUSE TRIAL

 Police ‘lost clothes’ after 
 rape allegation, court told
POLICE APOLOGISED in 
2003 for questioning a man 
accused of repeatedly raping 
a 13 year old girl, a court has 
heard. Sageer Hussain is one 
of eight men on trial for child 
sexual exploitation offences 
at Sheffield Crown Court. 

The court heard that 
Hussain wasn’t charged and the 
girl withdrew her complaint.

The woman told the 
court, “I withdrew it because 
they wouldn’t give me any 
protection and told me they 
had already lost my clothes, 
there was no DNA, it was my 
word against his.”

The court also heard that 
police are “unable to recover 
a transcript” of the 2003 

interview with Hussain and 
that “the tapes have been 
destroyed”.

 Eight men deny 19 charges 
relating to offences that 
allegedly took place in the 
Rotherham area between 1999 
and 2003.

Defendant Masoued Malik 
told police in October 2003 that 
he had had sex with the girl, 
then 14, around a year earlier. 
He claimed he had not known 
her age and was never charged 
with any offence. 

The woman told the court he 
knew which year she was in at 
school. The trial continues.
Sadie Robinson
lLonger version online at 
socialistworker.co.uk

Fight rise in racist attacks
>>continued from page 20

were 
arrested 
have been 
released on 
police bail. 

Some 
20 people 
joined a vigil 
organised 
by Stand Up 
to Racism 
outside the 
DLR station 
on Monday 
night. 

Khan said, 
“I think since there’s been 
heightened racist attacks 
since Brexit.  We have a lot 
of Polish and Romanian 
people in the area”. 

A minority of racists are 
acting on the belief that 
the Brexit vote means the 
majority of people support 
their ideas. 

But the majority of 
working class people remain 
hostile to racism. 

That racism has 
been whipped 
up by years of 
scapegoating of 
migrants and 
Muslims.
 Now the Tories 
are planning fresh 
attacks and Labour 
right wingers 
want to clamp 
down on the free 
movement of 
labour (see page 
17). 

Khan said, “The 
government needs to do 
more to reduce any tensions 
throughout the country. 

“People are worried 
that they’re not welcome 
anymore or that they won’t 
be able here. 

“The government needs 
to carry forward a message 
of peace and unity and tell 
them they have right to 
stay.” 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans 

Day centre for homeless 
in Bradford fights closure
HOMELESS AND vulnerable 
people in Bradford face a 
bleak future as a day centre 
in the city could close.

The Edmund Street Day 
Centre has been operating in 
the city for 40 years. 

It provides a lifeline for 
thousands of homeless 
people. 

It provides food, washing 
facilities, clothes and help 
with accessing health care 
and support services.

The centre is run by 
Horton Housing.

But Bradford council 
has confirmed that Horton 
Housing will lose its contract 

to run the service. Instead 
the council has awarded 
the tender to the Salvation 
Army.

The Salvation Army plans 
to run the centre from a 
venue 1.5 miles away. 

Campaigners fear 
the service will not be 
maintained and will offer 
fewer facilities.

A campaign called Save 
Edmund Street Day Centre is 
up and running.

It plans to hold a public 
meeting on 6 October.
Neil Terry
lFor more information go to 
bit.ly/2dlN6s7

OFFSHORE WORKERS
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French president wants to 
destroy the Calais camp
FRENCH president 
Francois Hollande spoke 
in Calais on Monday. He 
pledged that the “jungle” 
refugee settlement there 
would be “completely and 
definitively dismantled” 
by the end of the year.

Some 10,000 people 
are trapped there by 
Britain’s border—
including over 1,000 
lone children.

Activists gathered 
in Calais on Sunday 
to mark the death of a 
refugee on the road by 
the port last Saturday 
night—the thirteenth 
known death this year.

The demolition of 
half the camp earlier 
this year scattered 

refugees and made 
conditions even worse.

France has detained 
dozens of people for 
deportation this month 
alone. Not to be outdone, 
Britain’s government has 
begun construction of a 
new wall at the border.

Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR), together with 
Labour peer and former 
child refugee Alf Dubs, 
have called a day of action 
on Friday 14 October.

SUTR joint secretary 
Weyman Bennett said, 
“We’re standing in 
solidarity with the refugees 
because of this immediate 
threat. They should be 
welcomed here—not 
thrown all over France.”

Organise against rise in racist attacks
ANTI-RACISTS ARE 
organising solidarity with 
migrant workers and 
Muslims under attack. 

Around 100 people 
rallied in Bletchley 
in Milton Keynes last 
Saturday in solidarity with 
a Muslim woman who 
was attacked on 6 August. 
The woman miscarried 
in hospital after the 
attack outside the Co-Op 
on Water Eaton Road.  

A man was arrested 
on suspicion of 
racially-aggravated assault, 
but has been released on 
police bail until November. 

When news of the 
attack was released last 
month, it sent fear through 
many Muslim people and 
migrants in the area. 

It took place in 

the context of a rise 
in racist attacks. 

But the rally was 
an important show of 
unity in the town. 

As Labour councillor 
Mohamed Khan told 
Socialist Worker, “The rally 
brought people together 
in Milton Keynes—lots of 
people now feel welcomed 
in the town because of it.

Chased
He added, “When I went 
to school in the 1980s I 
was sometimes chased by 
the National Front, but it 
is different here now.”

The rally was organised 
by Stand Up to Racism 
and supported by the 
CWU, TSSA and Unite 
unions, among others. 

Kate Hunter from 

Milton Keynes Stand 
Up to Racism also 
stressed that the rally 
showed the majority 
of people in Milton 
Keynes are not racist. 

“There’s a minority 
of people who 
have destructive 
views,” she said. 

“But we want our 
voice heard to appeal to 
the best in people. We 
want a united, diverse 
Milton Keynes.”

Zdenek Makar, a 
Czech migrant, was 
killed outside All Saints 
Docklands Light Railway 
(DLR) station in Tower 
Hamlets, east London, last 
Wednesday. A man has 
been charged with murder 
and two teenagers who 
continued on page 19 >>

EVENT
The Stand Up to Racism 
conference is on Saturday 
8 October at Friends 
Meeting House in Euston, 
central London
lSpeakers include Jeremy 
Corbyn, Diane Abbott, 
Lord Alf Dubs, journalist 
Owen Jones
lDetails at 
bit.ly/2bSRYoh

 EU patrols lead to 
refugees’ deaths
As hundreds of people drown, Dave Sewell 
argues that our rulers must take the blame
HUNDREDS OF migrants 
drowned off the coast of 
Egypt last Wednesday.

It was the bitter fruit of 
a European Union (EU) 
naval operation in Libya that 
includes British ships.

An overloaded fishing 
boat believed to have up to  
450 people aboard sank near 
the city of Rosetta. Just 163 
were rescued. 

Some 170 bodies had been 
found as of Monday. Another 
100 may be entombed in the 
ship’s cold store. 

Egypt’s military regime 
took survivors into police cus-
tody—some handcuffed to 
hospital beds.

Apocalypse
“It was like the apoca-
lypse,” said Egyptian Ahmed 
Mohamed. “I swam for ten 
kilometres.”

Seventeen year old Ahmed 
Gamal said, “I just wanted 
to reach Europe and live a 
decent life.”

EU border force Frontex 
warned in June that Egypt 
was becoming one of the 
main hubs for refugees trying 
to reach Europe.

Egypt’s military ruler Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi on Monday 
called for “huge efforts” to 
stop this. 

Lucki ly for him the 
European Commission has a 
£9.8 million aid programme. 

It is offically for “building 
the capacities of the Egyptian 
administration” to confront 

these “migration challenges”.
El-Sisi said, “Society should 

join hands with the state in 
confronting illegal migration 
operations.”

His  bruta l  counter - 
revolution has spurred 
g r o w i n g  n u m b e r s  o f 
Egyptians—particularly the 
young—to flee Egypt. He has 
already set up a Committee for 
the Prevention of Migration.

But the main trigger for the 
growth of migration through 
Egypt is Operation Sophia, an 
EU naval mission launched 
last year to patrol the Libyan 
coast. 

It is presented as a humani-
tarian mission. This is a lie. 
It is the latest in a series of 
clampdowns to drive refugees 
onto successively deadlier 
routes.

The closure of EU land 
borders and restrictions on 
migration through airports 
drove hundreds of thousands 
to cross the Aegean Sea from 
Turkey to Greece.

Nato patrols and an 
EU-Turkey deal made that 
harder this year—so the longer 
“Central Mediterranean” route 
between Libya and Turkey 
overtook the Aegean.

Journey
Some 3.6 percent of those 
making this journey die, up 
from under 0.1 percent on the 
Aegean.

Now Operation Sophia is 
pushing them onto the even 
harder Egyptian route. From 
Rosetta to the Italian island 
of Lampedusa is almost 1,000 
miles.

The Royal Navy’s HMS 
Enterprise is part of the 
action, as was the frigate HMS 
Richmond last year.

Foreign secretary Boris 
Johnson called for stepping up 
the repression this month—
arguing that Operation Sophia 
should include turning boats 
back.

The deaths are a direct 
result of a conscious policy. 
Only opening the borders can 
stop the carnage.

Over 200 people joined joined a solidarity protest at Edinburgh Central Mosque last Tuesday following 
a petrol bomb attack Picture: StePhen McBrooM
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