
 LET IN THE
 REFUGEES
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

A MAN who fled the Nazis and 
came to Britain as a child refugee 
has slammed the Tories for lock-
ing out today’s refugee children.

Retired professor Leslie Brent 
told Socialist Worker, “In the 
1930s Neville Chamberlain’s 
 government had come under 
pressure from Jewish and other 
groups to let us in.

“It saved my life—my family 
were all killed in the Holocaust.” 

Brent spoke alongside Labour 
peer Alf Dubs last Friday at the 
London monument to the 1938-9 
Kindertransport trains that 
brought them both to Britain.

It was part of a day of action 

to get children stuck in the Calais 
“jungle” brought to Britain.

The Tories paint  immigrants as a 
drain on society. But Brent’s 
work on  immunology 

helped improve medicine for 
 everyone.

“When I began working in 
the field in 1951, we didn’t 

think it possible to do organ 

 transplants,” he explained. “Since 
then it’s been transformed.”

Brent said, “I don’t know anyone 
who came on the Kindertransport 
who hasn’t made a contribution.”

He added, “While there is a 
wave of prejudice, many people 
would welcome refugees.

“Demonstrations like this, voic-
ing our opinions—and in the end 
voting out this government—can 
help push xenophobia back.”

The situation for those in Calais 
could get even worse when the 
jungle is demolished. It is an out-
rage that the Tories lock them out.

“The government should be 
more generous,” said Brent. “We 
can take them in, we are a rich 
country.”

‘We can take 
them in. We 
are a rich 
country’
Professor Leslie Brent
who escaped the Nazis as 
a boy and whose work 
  since helped to make
       organ transplants
           possible

STAND UP TO RACISM PROTESTS >>PAGES 4&5

War on Mosul
creates new crisis

Horror of Aleppo now repeated on Iraqi city  
>>Pages 6&7

THE CRIME OF 
ABERFAN

50 years since Welsh pit village disaster 
killed 144 people  >>Pages 10 &11
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  CHILD WHO FLED HITLER
  NOW TELLS THERESA MAY

ANTI-RACISM

Right wing report 
accuses the left 
of antisemitism
A PARLIAMENTARY report 
into antisemitism argues that 
75 percent of antisemitic 
abuse and attacks are 
perpetrated by the far right. 

But it then goes on to 
smear the left as antisemitic.

This will shut down debate, 
and could even allow space for 
the idea that Jewish people are 
to blame for Israeli brutality. 
>>Page 3

HISTORY & THEORY

1956—rebirth 
of socialism 
from below
SIXTY YEARS ago this 
week a revolution erupted 
in Hungary. It showed 
that workers have the 
power to take on the ruling 
class and run society. 

People rose up and fought 
against a regime which 
claimed to represent them, 
exposing the lies at the heart 
of Stalinism in the process.
>>Pages 14&15

NHS 

‘We won’t be your 
border cops,’ say 
London midwives
THERESA MAY has given 
the go ahead for a scheme 
at St George’s hospital 
in south London which 
will see pregnant women 
asked for ID before they 
can receive NHS care.

Midwives speak to Socialist 
Worker about the fightback. 
>>Page 17
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l FOR THE Troublemaker 
reader thinking of early Xmas 

presents for the child who has 
everything, how about a £100,000 
rocking horse?

The bling beauty is encrusted 
with 82,000 Swarovski crystals 
and has silver and oak fittings. 

And at a giddy £96,000, Crystal 
costs more than an actual horse.

Labour’s anti-nuke defence 
spokesperson backs Trident
NIA GRIFFITH is one of those who 
quit the shadow cabinet, only to 
return following Jeremy Corbyn’s 
re-election as Labour leader.

The MP for Llanelli was rewarded 
with a promotion from secretary of 
state for Wales to the defence brief.

Happily she has a history of  
agreeing with the leader on the need 
to scrap the Trident nuclear submarine 
programme.

But consistency is not a commodity 
the MP is over burdened with.

So the new shadow defence secre-
tary immediately committed the party 
to replacing Britain’s Trident nuclear 
submarines.

She told the Br i t i sh Forces 
Broadcasting service, “We are already 
committed to Trident going ahead and 
therefore we have to back that.

“In the past, I have had serious doubts 
about Trident—however, it’s party 
policy.

“We’ve taken votes on it at conference 
and we have voted to continue with the 
programme and that is a commitment 

that we will stick to. I don’t see party 
policy changing any time soon because 
the votes have been quite consistent at 
conference.”

That is the sort of principled position 
that has brought success in the Labour 
Party.

lThe Parlimentary Labour Party’s  
latest wheeze for MPs to express their 
“dissent” at least shows they are are a 

determined bunch. They are relentless 
in trying to find new ways to oppose  
Jeremy Corbyn.

The plan is to hold a vote over 
every issue before taking a postition in 
parliament.

The idea is to stop attempts at com-
promise and push the Labour right’s 
agenda.

One critical backbencher called it 
“constructively muscular”. 

l A CORRECTION appeared in the Daily 
Mail newspaper last week. It read, 

“An article on July 30 described the late 
IRA leader Joe McCann as a ‘notorious 
killer’. In fact, he was never arrested for 
or charged with such an offence. We are 
happy to set the record straight.” 

Troublemaker adds McCann was 
unarmed when a soldier shot him in 
the back and killed him in 1972.

 French president hates 
many people in France  
FRANCOIS Hollande 
accepts that France has 
a “problem with Islam”. 
The comments were 
revealed in a new book 
of interviews with the 
French president.

Troublemaker would 
agree that France has a 
“problem” in 
the sense 
that the 
state is 
Islamophobic 
and racist. 

This isn’t 
quite what 
Hollande 
meant, 
however.

Apparently 
the problem 
is that Islam 

“wants to assert itself 
as a religion inside the 
French Republic”. 

It wasn’t clear  
whether less assertive 
Muslims may be more 
acceptable.

Hollande has a go at 
the poor in the interviews 

too, bemoaning 
the French 
football team 
for including 
“guys from 
the estates 
with no 
values”. Such 
people are 
not “prepared 
to know the 
difference 
between good 
and evil”.

Gag against 
army spook
A WITNESS with 
knowledge of up to  
50 kilings sanctioned by 
Britain’s security agencies 
has been barred from 
providing testimony by the 
government.

The Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) refused to lift a 
super-injunction that gags 
Martin Ingram. He is a 
military intelligence officer 
who blew the whistle on 
the activities of a British 
agent inside the IRA.

The MoD obtained a 
court order against Ingram 
in 1999. His real name is 
Ian Hurst and he worked in 
the army’s top secret Force 
Research Unit.

Families of alleged 
victims are suing the 
British government for 
conspiracy to murder and 
alleged collusion.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘First “child 
migrants” arrive’
The Sun doesn’t believe 
refugees from arriving from 
are 14 to 17 years old

‘War zones 
made them grow 
quicker, say 
Home Office’
The Dail Mail doubts them too

‘Cindy Crawford’s 
mini-me Kaia, 14, 
shows off her 
shapely pins’
How the Sun prefers its 
14 year olds

‘Wearing her long 
glossy auburn 
hair loose and 
in a sleek centre 
parting, she 
showed off her 
natural beauty’
The Daily Mail on Liv 
Freundlich, 14, daughter of 
actor Julianne Moore

‘It’s a death 
spiral, of their 
own making’
Stephen Woolfe MEP who is 
leaving Ukip to spend more 
times with his expenses

‘You’ll want to 
know a little 
about myself’
Article introducing the head of 
parliament’s catering service 
to workers. He remains a 
mystery as it didn’t include 
his name

Tough on tax 
avoidance?
CAPITAL GROUP of 
Companies Inc is a 
investment advisory 
business in which Philip 
May plays a leading role.

Capital International 
Ltd company has not paid 
corporation tax since 
2009, and in 2011 it 
received a £1.45 million 
repayment of what it had 
paid then. 

The reason is that the 
fees it receives from its 
parent company in the US 
are less than its apparent 
costs.

How the main fund 
management company 
itself is performing its a 
mystery.

Although based in 
California, it’s registered 
in the US tax haven of 
Delaware and doesn’t 
publish accounts.

“If you’re a tax dodger, 
we’re coming after you,” 
Philip’s wife Theresa said 
in the summer.

 Killer clowns are 
making a royal profit 
KATE Middleton’s mum 
came under fire last 
week for selling “killer 
clown” costumes. 

For her, the craze 
seems less a reason to 
panic and more a reason 
to count her cash.

The Sun was outraged. 
“Clown victims branded 
her firm Party Pieces 
‘irresponsible’ 
and police 
urged sellers 
to withdraw 
the scary 
fancy dress,” 
it reported.

Clown 
victim Owen 
Russell 
said, “It’s 
disgraceful 
that these 

costumes are still being 
sold, especially by a  
family with links 
to the royals.

“They’re supporting 
the craze. Someone 
will get killed.”

Costumes available 
include Scary Clown and 
Deluxe Zombie, complete 
with “blood-spattered 

trousers 
and top”.

Northumbria 
Police and 
Crime 
Commissioner 
Vera Baird, 
meanwhile, 
had some 
excellent 
advice. “Just 
don’t dress 
as a clown.”

Francois HollandeKiller Queen

Ian Hurst

Philip May

Trident renewal is now backed by Nia Griffith



SCOTLAND 

SNP nervy 
of another 
referendum
SCOTTISH NATIONAL Party 
(SNP) leader Nicola Sturgeon 
told the party’s conference 
last week that there will 
be a consultation on plans 
for a second independence 
referendum.

An Independence 
Referendum Bill was due to 
be published this week amid 
speculation that this is the 
first step to holding a second 
vote.

In fact Sturgeon’s pledge 
was very carefully worded. 
She said, “Scotland will have 
the ability to reconsider the 
question of independence 
and to do so before the UK 
leaves the EU—if that is 

necessary to protect our 
country’s interests.

These “interests” centre 
on Scotland being allowed 
access to the EU single 
market, whose rules preclude 
any serious increase in public 
ownership or fundamental 
restrictions on capital. 

However, it will be 
impossible for one part of 
the British state to be in the 
single market and other parts 
to be outside it. So Sturgeon 
hopes to inch towards a new 
referendum on the basis of 
thoroughly pro-capitalist 
policies. 

But Sturgeon and the 
SNP’s problem is that it’s 
very hard to see any road to 
independence soon if they 
work within the parameters 
of mainstream politics.

The fall in the oil price 
has undermined—for 
the bosses—many of the 
economic calculations made 
at the time of the 2014 vote.
Opinion polls are stubbornly 
against independence. 

Radical independence 
campaigner Robin McAlpine 
commented after Sturgeon’s 
speech, “The referendum 
bill was meat for the party, 
but I’m not sure how many 
calories it had in it”.

An independence 
campaign can have meaning 
only if it is linked to anti-
capitalist and anti-imperialist 
politics. 

Right wing report accuses 
the left of antisemitism 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A PARLIAMENTARY repor t 
into antisemitism argues that  
75 percent of antisemitic abuse 
and attacks are perpetrated by 
the far right.

It proceeds to smear the left as 
antisemitic, singling out Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn and National 
Union of Students (NUS) president 
Malia Bouattia.

The House of Commons Home 
Affairs Select Committee report 
argues that antisemitism is a real 
danger to Jewish people. It details 
that the “first half of 2016 saw an 
11 percent rise in antisemitic inci-
dents” from the previous year. 

The report trivialises these inci-
dents by equating antisemitism with 
opposition to Israel and smearing left 
wingers who fight against racism. 

It is a disgrace that Labour MPs 
on the committee backed this report 
which is an attempt to undermine 
Corbyn. The report says he has not 
cracked down on antisemitism which 
has benefited those with “vile atti-
tudes” towards Jewish people.

The report claims that it wants to 
“establish a definition which achieves 
an appropriate balance between con-
demning antisemitism… and main-
taining freedom of speech”. 

Inflammatory
It argues that the “use of the words 
‘Zionist’ in an accusatory or abusive 
context should be considered inflam-
matory and potentially antisemitic”.

This is based on Mick Davis from 
the Jewish Leadership Council (JLC) 
who claims, “Zionism is totally iden-
tified with how the Jew thinks of 
himself”. 

The report then admits that only 
59 percent of Jewish people in Britain 
see themselves as Zionists. 

Its real motivation of defending 
Israel becomes clear in its definition 

of antisemitism. 
So, for the report’s authors it 

is antisemitic to deny “the Jewish 
people the right to self-determi-
nation, by claiming that the exist-
ence of the State of Israel is a racist 
endeavour”. 

Antisemitism and anti-Zionism are 
not the same thing. Zionism is based 
on the idea that Jewish people cannot 

live peacefully alongside others. 
Zionists argue that there needs 

to be an exclusively “Jewish state”, 
because they see antisemitism as 
inevitable.  

When Israel was set up after the 
Second World War in alliance with 
Western imperialism, hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians were eth-
nically cleansed. Opposing a state 

that is built on Palestinian oppres-
sion and the ideology that justifies is 
not racist.

To back up its claims, the report 
descends into lies and smears. 

It argues that “a number of hard 
left organisations, such as Unite 
Against Fascism (UAF) … have taken 
a pro-Palestinian stance”. UAF takes 
no position on Israel and Palestine. 

Resist
The report then claims that “Malia 
Bouattia does not appear to take suf-
ficiently seriously the issue of antisem-
itism”. Bouattia is a committed fighter 
against racism and is being attacked 
because she supports Palestinians’ 
right to resist the occupation.  

Sometimes activists wrongly talk 
of a “Zionist lobby” or the “Israel 
lobby” influencing Western foreign 
policy. Such talk gets the relation-
ship the wrong way around. 

Western powers back Israel 
because it safeguards their imperial-
ist interests in the Middle East. 

Israel feels threatened by a Labour 
leader who supports Palestinian 
rights, and the growing movement 
in solidarity with Palestine and the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
campaigns. 

In desperation, it has tried to 
brand any opposition as antisemitic.  

The Labour right sees this as an 
opportunity to undermine Corbyn and 
the movement that supports him. It is 
another example of their cynical use of 
any issue to attack Corbyn.

This report’s smears will shut 
down debate, and could even allow 
space for the idea that Jewish people 
are to blame for Israeli brutality. 

The left should take no lectures 
on antisemitism or racism from the 
people who produced this report. 

SINGLED OUT—Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn (main) and NUS 
president Malia Bouattia (inset)

More online...
Is the left to blame for antisemitism? 
socialistworker.co.uk/art/42618/x

SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon
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Solidarity rally in wake of a 
north London racist attack 
HARINGEY Stand 
Up To Racism held a 
protest on Tuesday 
of last week after 
reports emerged of a 
racist attack in north 
London. 

On 28 September a 
young Muslim woman 
had her hijab ripped 
off while walking down 
the High Road.

It took 11 days for 
the police to issue 
a public appeal for 
witnesses. 

Around 50 people 
joined the protest. Part of the emergency protest  Picture: Kieran Sutton
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‘Children in 
Calais must 
be brought 
here safely 
—like I was’
AS THE demolition of the “jungle” 
shantytown in Calais looms, the 
Tories are coming under increas-
ing fire for abandoning refugees 
including young children.

British officials were in Calais this 
week identifying children, who have 
families in Britain, who will be let 
into Britain. Around 100 children, 
out of more than 1,000 children and 
9,000 adults in Calais, are expected 
to be brought over.

The first round arrived on 
Monday. On the same day the first 
giant concrete slabs of the new wall 
the Tories are funding in Calais 
went up between the jungle and the 
motorway.

Home secretary Amber Rudd 
claimed she was doing all that was 
possible for the children in a short 
space of time. This was a filthy lie. 

Officials ignored attempts by char-
ities in the “jungle” to identify much 
larger numbers of children. The gov-
ernment chose to send officials at the 
last minute. 

It refuses to take the simplest, 
quickest and fairest measure—open-
ing the border to let everyone in.

Urgent
The issue is urgent. The demolition 
of the whole Calais camp is expected 
to begin on Monday. 

Labour peer Alf Dubs addressed 
a rally at the Kindertransport mon-
ument outside London Liverpool 
Street station last Friday.

It was a part of a day of action 
called by Stand Up to Racism.

 “I shudder to think of the con-
sequences of the way the camp is 
being bulldozed,” Dubs told the 250-
strong rally. “The children have to 
be brought here in safety. They have 
the right to the same opportunities in 
Britain that I had.”

No-one chooses to live in the 
squalid, dangerous jungle. They have 
nowhere else to go.

The French government plans to 
disperse them to mostly rural areas in 
centres including converted hangers 
and barns. The fascist Front National 
and its allies have held demonstra-
tions against their arrival, though in 
some places they have faced counter 
protests. Others  among the refugees 

face deportation. But many refu-
gees driven out may simply return to 
Calais or one of the other camps in 
northern France. 

The Tories have shown that they 
know this by pushing ahead with 
their wall. Construction has been 
held up for weeks by a legal chal-
lenge from local right wing politi-
cians, now overruled.

They argue that if the camp is 
being demolished there’s no need for 
a wall. But cops and bulldozers have 
repeatedly been sent to smash up ref-
ugee settlements around Calais. The 
number of desperate people 
there is higher than ever.

One man died 
and another was 
injured after a 
train hit them near 
Dunkirk last Friday. 
They lived in the 
Loon-Plage camp 
that has already 
been demolished 
and returned sev-
eral times.

It brought the 
number killed by 
the border so far 
this year to 15.

The horror 
at the border 
will continue as 
long as it remains 
closed. Anti-racists 
must keep up the 
pressure to force it 
open.

BACK STORY
There are two categories of child 
refugees who can be let in from 
Europe
lThe Dublin Convention allows 
children who can prove they have 
relatives here to be brought in
lThe amendment moved by Lord 
Alf Dubs to the Immigration Act 
2016 also says unaccompanied 
child refugees in Europe should 
be brought in
lAs of Monday, not one child 
had been let in under the Dubs 
amendment

ACTIVISTS RALLY in Portsmouth on one of many demonstrations last weekend Picture:  John Woods

Anti-racist protests demand that 
refugees are allowed into Britain
PROTESTS TOOK place across 
Britain last Friday and Saturday 
to demand child refugees are let 
in under the Dubs amendment. 

The action was called out of 
the Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
conference. It culminated in 
up to 1,000 people marching 
on Downing Street in central 
London on Saturday.

Shelley, who had volunteered 
in Calais, said “We only got the 
amendment passed because 
of pressure. Now we’ve got 

to keep up the 
pressure so it’s 

acted on.”
Around 100 

people joined 
the 

demonstration in Cardiff, 
including the city’s mayor, 
Unison and PCS union branches 
and refugee charities.

Marianne Owens from the PCS 
union’s national executive called 
for more campaigning “to get in 
not just the children, but all the 
refugees”.

There were about 30 
protesters in both Nottingham 
and Portsmouth on Saturday. 
The 11 people petitioning in 
Lancaster were well received 
with people queuing up to sign.

Around 140 people joined a 
lively protest in Oxford, with 
Labour and Green councillors, 
trade unionists and refugee 
campaigners. 

There were up to 60 people 
outside Chesterfield train station 
and around 50 in Sheffield.

Among the 50 people at a 
vigil in Manchester was Somali 
student and first time protester 
Farhiyo, who said, “I really relate 
to what we are doing tonight. 
My mum came as a child from 
Somalia—that’s why I am here.”

Around 20 people on stalls 

in Brixton, south London, were 
mobbed by hundreds of people 
who signed petitions, took away 
leaflets, bought badges and 
made donations. Campaigners 
also held stalls in Birmingham, 
Huddersfield and Cambridge.

Students
Earlier on Friday students 
gathered at the Universities of 
Bristol, Essex, Hertfordshire, 
Kingston and Leeds and King’s 
College London.

A total of 80 people took 
part in Bristol. Workers also 
gathered for solidarity selfies at a 
number of hospitals, schools and 
colleges. 

SUTR activists also lobbied 
Ealing council in west London 
on Tuesday of last week as it 
voted to demand the government 
implements the Dubs 
amendment.

Raj Gill, Unite Community 
west London branch secretary, 
said, “There cannot be walls or 
borders for the human race.”
Thanks to everyone who sent reports. 
Full coverage at bit.ly/2ed15Sr

BIRMINGHAM
Wednesday 2 November, 7pm,
Priory conference rooms, 
Quaker Meeting House, 
40 Bull St, B4 6AF.
With Natalie Bennett, Unison 
assistant general secretary 
Roger McKenzie and others

BRADFORD
Thursday 20 October, 7pm, 
The Bradford Hotel, Hall Ings, BD1 5SH

BRISTOL
Thursday 3 November, 7.15pm,
Broadmead Baptist Church, 
1 Whippington Court, BS1 3HY.
With mayor Marvin Rees and others

GLASGOW
Thursday 17 November, 7.30pm,
Unison union office, 
84 Bell St, G1 1LQ

LIVERPOOL
Thursday 20 October, 7pm, 
Unite union building, 
Jack Jones House, 
2 Churchill Way, 
L3 8EF

MANCHESTER
Saturday 29 October, 2.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS.
With Rebecca Long-Bailey MP,
Gus John and others

After the Stand Up To Racism conference ...

Activist diary 
SATURDAY 22 OCTOBER
Open organising meeting for a campaign 
to defend freedom of movement
1.30pm at University College 
London’s Darwin Building (B40 LT) 
in Gower St, London WC1E 6BT
More information at 
freemovementlabour.wordpress.com

SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER
United Families and Friends 
Campaign remembrance procession 
for those who die in police custody
Assemble 12 noon, Trafalgar 
Square, London WC2N

SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER
Love Music Hate Racism show
8pm at Richmix, 
35-47 Bethnal Green Rd, London E1 6LA
Register at richmix.org.uk

NOVEMBER
Islamophobia awareness month 
in association with Mend and 
Muslim Council of Britain

SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER
St Andrew’s Day anti-racism 
march in Glasgow.
Go to stuc.org.uk

SATURDAY 3 DECEMBER
Demonstration at Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre, Bedfordshire 
called by Movement for Justice

FRIDAY 27 JANUARY
Holocaust Memorial Day
SATURDAY 18 MARCH
National Stand Up To Racism 
demonstrations in London and Glasgow 
as part of international day of action

CONFRONTING 
THE RISE 
IN RACISM

For more information and to get involved with the campaign 
go to standuptoracism.org.uk 

Alf Dubs (left) and Leslie Brent (right)  Picture: Guy Smallman
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AS TORIES FIGHT, WE NEED 
A VISION OF A LEFT BREXIT

 I
T’S NEVER a good sign for 
a prime minister when they 
are forced to say they have 
“full confidence” in their 
chancellor only a few weeks 

after appointing him.
Newspapers are awash with 

top Tories anonymously talking 
up cabinet rows over chancellor 
Philip Hammond. It’s the latest sign 
of the splits over the European 
Union (EU) that have wracked the 
Tory party— and haven’t been 
ended by the Leave vote.

The Tories have been torn 
between bigotry and big business’ 
demands. 

Many bosses want to stay in 
the EU’s neoliberal single market, 
which also has rules about free 
movement of workers. 

But a substantial section of 
Tory and Ukip supporters want 
to clamp down on immigration at 
almost any economic cost. 

At the Conservative Party 
conference Theresa May played 
down the single market and tore 
into migrants.

This enraged many bosses, 
particularly in the City of London. 
The Tories have had to rush to 
reassure them.

May met Carlos Ghosn, the 
head of Nissan, last week. She 

promised him that the government 
would compensate the car giant 
for any tariffs it might face after 
Brexit. 

Then it was revealed that 
the cabinet will discuss Britain 
continuing to pay billions of 
pounds into the EU budget 
to maintain market access for 
bankers.

Such manoeuvres to pressure 
the Tories underline how bosses 
use their unaccountable power 
to bend governments to their 
will. They don’t care how people 
voted—they demand to get the 
outcome they want anyway.

And this is with the Tories 
in office. Imagine the firestorm 
bosses would unleash against a 

Labour government led by Jeremy 
Corbyn.

Most of the Tory cabinet voted 
to Remain. 

But the Leave-supporting 
minority, who claim to be more 
in line with both their leader and 
voters, accused Hammond of 
trying to “undermine Brexit”. 

Ordinary people’s interests lie 
on neither side of this fight.

Some may be tempted to see 
Hammond’s caution as an antidote 
to May’s nationalism. But he’s the 
bigot who last year called African 
refugees “marauding migrants”.

The EU defends a system of 
exploitation and oppression, which 
is why Hammond is reluctant to 
leave it. 

The Tories’ racism and their 
support for business pull them in 
different directions. 

The tension comes from a 
ruling class that needs both to 
use migrants and to demonise 
them.

That contradiction could drive 
them to ever more dangerous 
extremes. 

Or it could tear them apart if 
our side puts forwards its own 
vision of Brexit—and starts a 
much bigger fight over austerity 
and racism.

WOMEN UNDER THREAT
 FOOTBALLER CHED Evans 

was found not guilty of rape 
last week, following a retrial 

after his conviction for rape in 
2012.

At the retrial his accuser’s 
sexual history was put before the 
court and used against her. Former 
solicitor general Vera Baird said 
this would discourage women 
from reporting rape. 

Lawyers were banned from 
questioning women who allege 
rape in court about their sexual 
behaviour or history in 1999. Yet 

the Court of Appeal said that 
Evans’ case was “exceptional”.

The retrial heard that two men 
who claimed to have had sex with 
the accuser gave similar accounts 
to that of Evans. One said she was 
a “confident sexual partner”. 

Why this should make her 
immune to rape is unclear. 

What this is really about is 
judging women based on their 
sexuality and behaviour. 

Evans’ supporters had offered 
£50,000 for information and hired 
private investigators. Prosecuting 

barrister Simon Medland QC said 
this was “akin to a bribe”.

Evans’ girlfriend sent Facebook 
messages about the reward to a 
witness in his original trial after 
Evans’ conviction. 

The jury at Evans’ retrial was 
not told about the messages. 
The two men who gave evidence 
at the retrial denied the reward 
influenced them.

As Evans told police officers, 
he “could have had any girl” he 
wanted because “footballers are 
rich”.

The Tories are 
being torn 
between bigotry 
and the demands 
of big business 

‘‘ 
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Only pulling out can 
ease Syria’s torment
THE SYRIAN war is an obscenity, a brutal meat-grinder 
that consumes mainly the innocent.

The initial popular revolutionary impulse that dictator 
Bashar al-Assad tried to crush by brute force still weakly 
survives. But it is now subsumed by the rivalries of 
imperialist powers and their local clients and allies.

The fighting goes on because it is in these powers’ 
interests.

Russia’s intervention last year has proved to be a game-
changer. It has propped up the Assad regime, which it is 
currently helping savagely to retake parts of the biggest city, 
Aleppo. 

The interests of the rival powers interweave in complex 
ways.

Last November, Turkey shot down a Russian warplane. 
But, particularly since the failed Turkish coup in July, the 
two states have drawn closer. In late August, Turkish troops 
penetrated deep into Syrian territory.

The preoccupation of Turkey’s president Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan is to prevent the Kurdish nationalist forces that 
now control an enclave in Syria from linking up with their 
counterparts in Turkey.

According to the Financial Times newspaper, “Russia gave 
Turkey a free hand against Syrian Kurdish forces to whom it 
had offered temporary and opportunistic support.”

Meanwhile Turkey diverted its Syrian rebel allies away 
from defending Aleppo.

Russia’s abandonment of the Kurds underlines that it 
is an imperialist power, like the US. Russia’s aim in Syria 
seems primarily to force the West to abandon the sanctions 
imposed in retaliation for its intervention in Ukraine.

More generally it demands recognition of its role as a 
global power-broker. So far this isn’t working out too well. 
Since the breakdown of the short-lived Syrian ceasefire in 
September the West has been upping the rhetorical ante.

Western foreign ministers met in London last Saturday. 
Boris Johnson, trying to brush up his Churchillian image, 
told a House of Commons committee last week that they 
would discuss “the more kinetic options, the military 
options” on Syria.

Posturing
This posturing means very little. A spokesperson for Theresa 
May said the British government has “no plans for military 
action”.

In any case, the only Western decisions about Syria that 
matter will be taken not in London, but in Washington.

As long as Barack Obama remains US president, there is 
very little likelihood of serious Western military intervention 
in the Syrian war.

Obama has made his extreme reluctance to return to the 
Middle East quagmire so clear it has weakened secretary of 
state John Kerry’s bargaining hand with Russia. Obama’s 
military priority in the Middle East is the operation now 
under way to recapture the Iraqi city of Mosul from Isis. 

Hillary Clinton, who now looks set to succeed him, will 
almost certainly pursue a more belligerent global policy.

But both the US and Russia will still operate according 
to the same strategic calculus that governed the Cold War. 
In other words, they will try to avoid a direct clash that 
unleashes a nuclear war that would end civilisation.

Media sources have been talking up the prospect of such a 
clash. The intelligence website Stratfor says Russia is “locked 
in a multi-theatre confrontation” with the US. But the fact 
remains that Russia’s relative economic and military power 
is much less than that of the old Soviet Union. 

Its best chance of increasing its global weight is by 
teaming up with China—and the two states have started 
holding join military exercises. But China’s rulers certainly 
don’t want a general war over Syria.

This doesn’t mean that what’s happening isn’t dangerous.
As in the case of the greatest crises of the Cold War, Berlin 

1961 and Cuba 1962, there is a risk that a local conflict can 
escalate out of anyone’s control.

Johnson is apparently lobbying for a Western-imposed 
no-fly zone in Syria—a move that could, given the Russian 
military presence there, escalate in just this way.

This is one good reason why the US, Russia, and all the 
other outside powers should get out of Syria.

Tory reforms mean shoddy 
housing gets even shoddier
Two in five homes 
are inadequate after 
years spent wrecking 
council housing for 
private landlords, 
says Alistair Farrow 

FOUR IN ten homes in 
Britain are either too 
expensive, too cramped 
or too shabby to live in, 
according to housing char-
ity Shelter.

Its Living Home Standard 
report, released this week, 
rates housing on five cri-
teria—affordability, con-
dition, space, stability and 
neighbourhood.

It found 40 percent of 
housing to be inadequate.
Some 73 percent of this is in 
London. 

The report found that pri-
vately rented housing tends 
to be the most unaffordable. 

This won’t come as a sur-
prise to private tenants who 
pay an average of 40 percent 
of their wages on rent.

Angry
“There’s all sort of things 
to pay for, school costs and 
so on,” said Lou, one of the 
people interviewed for the 
report.

“I’m so angry about it all, 
and so disappointed that 
even when I work so hard I 
still find it hard just to make 
ends meet.”

The research behind the 
report, carried out by polling 
company Ipsos Mori, is based 
on the idea of a standard for 
housing similar to the Living 
Wage standard for pay.

It clearly shows that hous-
ing in Britain is in a deep crisis.

The report found that 
68 percent of local author-
ity housing doesn’t meet its 

standards. The percentage 
of homes owned outright by 
their occupiers or through 
mortgages that are inade-
quate, though still significant, 
is smaller.

At first glance this could 
seem to back up the Tories’ 
argument for more privately-
owned housing. But it is 
really down to the systematic 

underfunding which many 
council estates have seen. 

When a council seeks to 
knock down an estate, it can 
deliberately run it down. 
This makes people less likely 
to want tenancies there, and 
drives down house prices so 
leaseholders can be bought 
off more cheaply. 

The Housing and Planning 

Act is set to come into effect 
in April 2017.

It will increase the council 
house selloff and allow hous-
ing associations to implement 
the disastrous Right to Buy 
policy.

The Shelter report rightly 
condemns the shocking state 
of housing in Britain today. 

It is the Tories in govern-
ment, their mates in private 
building and property firms 
and the councils pushing 
through redevelopments who 
are to blame.

The only solution is to fight 
them and their plans—and 
to demand not more private 
ownership but secure, well 
maintained council housing.

WRECKERS FINISH off a council estate after years of running it down  Picture: Guy Smallman

Social care cuts feed back into the NHS crisis
ADULT SOCIAL care 
services in England are at 
“tipping point”, according 
to the Care Quality 
Commission watchdog.

Its annual report found 
that 49 percent of adult 
social care services rated 
as “requires improvement” 
had not improved.

A further 8 percent of 
services were downgraded 
to “inadequate”. 

The Tories’ assault 
on council budgets has 
decimated services. This 
has seen the number of 
people receiving council-
funded social care fall 
from 1.1 million in 2009 to 

850,000 in 2013-14. 
The number without 

access to care has shot up 
to over 1 million last year 
from 800,000 in 2010.  

This has a double impact 
on the NHS.

It forces more people 
to seek help in hospitals, 
driving a 3 percent rise in 
admissions last year. 

It also means hospitals 
find it harder to discharge 
patients. 

This crisis will only get 
worse as the NHS faces 
further pressures in the 
winter months. We need 
a fightback to defend the 
NHS.

On other pages
We won’t be border cops, 
say midwives >>Page 1711:30am, Hamilton House, Mabledon Place, London WC1H 9BD

FIGURE IT OUT

26%
 fewer people get social 

care funded by their 
council than in 2009

70%
 more bed days are lost in 

the NHS as a result

49%
 of social care services 

needed improvements 
and didn’t make them
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Mosul to join Aleppo as a 
city razed by imperialism
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE UNITED States and Russia 
backed brutal assaults on major 
cities this week.

Both are designed to boost 
their control in a strategically and 
economically crucial part of the 
world—regardless of the cost in 
civilian lives.

Tens of thousands of Iraqi troops 
and police, supported by Iraqi 
Kurdish units and sectarian militia, 
have begun an assault on Mosul in 
northern Iraq. 

The offensive was prepared by 
wave after wave of bombing. US, 
British, French, Jordanian and 
Australian jets and helicopters are 
providing air support to the Iraqi 
regime and its allies.

Mosul was overrun by Isis in 
2014 in what was described as a 
“total collapse” of Iraqi government 
security troops.

The forces that now claim to be 
liberating Mosul are the same ones 
that smashed Iraqi society and killed 
hundreds of thousands of people 
after the 2003 US-led invasion.

Many of them are backing or 
taking part in the bloody Saudi 
Arabian war in Yemen (see right).

 
 
Isis’s rule has been appalling, but 
civilians are now terrified of the air 
and artillery assaults and the gun 
battles in the streets.

There will be precious little “free-
dom” for many when the sectarian 
Iraqi militias arrive.

There are some reports that Isis 
will withdraw from the city and 
seek to fight a guerrilla war.

But lieutenant-general Stephen 

Townsend, commander of the 
US-led coalition, said the assault 
could last weeks and “possibly 
longer”.

British, US, French, Italian, 
German and Australian “special 
forces” and “trainers” are on the 
ground to advise and support local 
forces in battle and to direct artil-
lery salvos.

Mosul is a major city. Lise 
Grande, the United Nations (UN) 
humanitarian coordinator for Iraq, 
warned last weekend that she could 
see “a worst-case scenario” in which 
“one million civilians may be forced 
to flee their homes”. 

Crossfire
The UN said families are at 
“extreme risk” of being caught in 
crossfire, tens of thousands may 
end up besieged or held as human 
shields and thousands could be for-
cibly expelled.

Meanwhile Russian attacks on 
Aleppo in Syria continue.

Every day civilians are murdered 
by raids from the air and the assaults 
of the Syrian army. Humanitarian 
aid agencies have been unable to 
get into eastern Aleppo since the 

siege resumed on 4 September.
In three large districts, markets 

have run out of flour completely. 
Pumping stations have been dam-
aged by bombing. Most of the city—
including parts of the government-
held west—has no running water.

Neither the US nor Russia has 
anything to offer the suffering 
people of the Middle East. Only a 
renewal of the revolutionary wave 
of 2011 can provide a way out. 

IRAQI GOVERNMENT troops capturing the town of Qayyara from Isis in August, as part of their long march on Mosul 

No fly zone is no solution
BRITAIN IS to 
impose sanctions 
on Syria, foreign 
secretary Boris 
Johnson announced 
this week.

He and other 
MPs have also 
mooted a no-fly 
zone over Aleppo.

They want to 
use the horror of 
Aleppo to overturn 
opposition to 
intervention by  
floating what sound 
like softer options.

But a no fly zone 

means sending 
fighters to shoot 
down planes. That 
means bombing 
air defences—often 
in built up areas.

Sanctions 
punish ordinary 
people hardest.

Ex US secretary 
of state Madeleine 
Albright famously 
said in 1996 that 
the deaths of half 
a million Iraqi 
children from 
sanctions against 
Saddam Hussein 

were “worth it”.
Johnson and his 

chums are no more 
concerned about 
Syrian 
deaths 
today.

A ‘blueprint 
for war’ in 
Somalia
US PRESIDENT Barack Obama’s 
administration has intensified 
a clandestine war in Somalia, 
east Africa, during the last year 
according to a report in the New 
York Times newspaper.

It says the US is using special 
operations troops, airstrikes, 
private contractors and African 
allies in an escalating campaign.

“Hundreds of American 
troops now rotate through 
makeshift bases in Somalia, 
the largest military presence 
since the United States pulled 
out of the country after the 
‘Black Hawk down’ battle of 
1993,” said the report. It called 
the campaign “a blueprint for 
warfare that president Obama 
has embraced and will pass 
along to his successor”.

Somalia’s proximity to crucial 
shipping lanes means that the 
US has tried for decades to 
influence it, including backing 
an Ethiopian invasion in 2006.

Its intervention now is about 
preventing raw materials and 
strategic territory coming under 
the influence of China—not 
about helping ordinary people.

US cruise 
missiles 
hit Yemen
US NAVY ships launched 
Tomahawk cruise missiles 
against targets on the coast 
of Yemen on Thursday of last 
week. It is a major escalation 
of the US support for the Saudi 
Arabian assault on the country.

The US says that the missiles 
were fired as a defensive 
measure after attacks on its 
ships. But both the Houthi 
rebel movement that controls 
Yemen’s capital Sanaa and the 
army that backs them angrily 
denied firing on US vessels.

The cruise missile attacks 
came a few days after the US 
was supposed to be concerned 
about the murderous scale of 
civilian casualties that have 
resulted from Saudi bombing.

One recent airstrike on a 
packed funeral hall killed over 
140 civilians and wounded 
hundreds more.

Russian president Vladimir Putin with 
Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad

Bomber Boris Johnson

Read more...
Syria—revolution, 
counter-revolution and war  
pamphlet, £3, order from 
enquiries@swp.org.uk

MOSUL, IRAQ—assault by
US-led coalition and sectarian
Iraqi militia could displace as 
many as a million new refugees

ALEPPO, SYRIA—more than 
30,000 people have died under the
bombing and siege by the Syrian
regime and its ally Russia

SANAA, YEMEN—more than
140 people died in one airstrike  
this month, in a brutal 18 month 
onslaught led by Saudi Arabia

US commander in chief Obama

MIDDLE EAST IN FLAMES
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Joint strike 
at cinemas 
steals show 
in Hackney
London cinema workers are winning 
support in their fighting for the 
living wage, writes Alistair Farrow

STRIKERS AT the Hackney 
Picturehouse cinema in east 
London  we re  boos ted  by  
solidarity last Saturday. 

The Bectu union members were 
joined on the picket line by striking 
workers from the Ritzy cinema in 
Brixton, south London. 

Their walkouts shut down  the 
two cinemas, which are both owned 
by Cineworld.

The workers are demanding the 
London Living Wage of £9.40 an 
hour and maternity, paternity and 
sick pay. 

They also want pay rises for man-
agers and supervisors.

Workers from the Hackney 
Picturehouse are also demanding 
union recognition. 

There is a feeling that senior 
management have ignored workers 
for too long.

Livia, a Hackney striker, told 
Socialist Worker, “They use the 
forum, which is a bogus represent-
ative body, to deflect our criticism 
of management.”

Oscar agreed. “In the last vote 
in the staff forum we rejected their 
pay offer,” he said. “But the head of 
the forum completely ignored our 
decision.”

Bectu branch secretary Alasdair 
explained that the head of the 
staff forum is appointed by senior 
management. 

Recognition 
“I t ’ s  completely  funded by 
Picturehouse and was set up after 
our Bectu union got recognition at 
the Ritzy,” he said.

Around 100 trade union-
ists and other supporters came 
to the picket line and brought  
solidarity over the course of the day.

Antonia Bruce, a Bfawu bakers’ 
union member from the Fast Food 
Rights campaign in Glasgow, was 
one of them.

“It’s so important to join up all 
our struggles,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “The cinema workers’ fight 
is the fast food workers’ fight.”

Dean Ryan from the Unison 
branch at Islington council was 

another to offer support. He told the 
picket line how Unison had a similar 
fight to get leisure centre staff the 
London Living Wage. 

“But it’s not enough,” Dean said. 
“If you go down to the estate agents’ 
window you can see that ordinary 
people are paying most of their 
wages in rent.”

Determined 
Workers have shown that they are 
determined to win—more strikes 
can force bosses to give in to their 
demands. 

A l a s d a i r  s a i d ,  “ I d e a l l y 
Picturehouse will come back to us 
and tell us that everyone will be 
paid the living wage.

“If not, we’re prepared for a 
longer battle. 

“We’ve got a lot of support—and 
we’re going to win.”

A win at Picturehouse can inspire 
other workers to unionise and to 
fight for decent pay.
Rush messages of support to  
hphbectu@gmail.com 
For more information on the Hackney 
Picturehouse dispute go to Facebook 
page A Living Wage for Hackney 
Picturehouse Staff 
For more information on the Riztzy 
cinema dispute go to Facebook page 
A Living Wage for Ritzy Staff

BACK STORY
Workers at two London cinemas 
are fighting for the London 
Living Wage of £9.40 an hour
lWorkers at the Ritzy cinema in 
Brixton have already struck twice 
in the last month
lWorkers from the Hackney 
Picturehouse struck for the first 
time last Saturday 
lThe Hackney workers are also 
fighting for union recognition 
lThey won support from local 
trade unionists and campaigners 
on the picket line 

PICKETING THE Hackney Picturehouse  Picture: Guy Smallman

It’s the end of the Great Barrier Reef—
and it will now be used for a coal port
SWATHES OF the Great Barrier 
Reef’s coral have died after a 
devastating “bleaching” event 
triggered by ocean warming 
this year. It is one of a series 
of alarming signs of capitalism 
driving whole ecosystems to 
destruction.

Researchers from the Climate 
Council in Australia returned 
to the reef to see if it had 
recovered. 

Around half the bleached coral 
were dead. Others left too weak 
to resist predators had declined 
further since the bleaching. The 
reef is less diverse. Survivors are 
mostly of compact “brain coral” 
species while more delicate 
“plate coral” are collapsing and 
fewer fish species are found.

Ian Angus, editor of the 
Climate and Capitalism website, 
visited the reef this summer.

He told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
even scarier when you realise 
Australia’s government plans to 
build the world’s biggest coal 
port right on top of it.”

He explained, “Life works 
in cycles, with everything in 
balance with everything else. 
Every species we wipe out tips 
the balance a bit further.”

Giant pandas were officially 
downgraded from “endangered” 
status to merely “vulnerable” 
last month. 

Implications 
But Ian warned, “A lot of the 
discussion around biodiversity 
centres on the big and visible. 

“Those big mammals are 
important. But we’re killing 
off microorganisms at the 
same rate, which has huge 
implications for the soil and all 
the life that depends on it.”

Decline in bee populations 
passed a new milestone this 
month, when seven yellow-faced 
bee species became the first 
added to the US endangered list.

Insect expert Ted Benton told 
Socialist Worker, “About a third 
of what we eat depends on bees 
cross-pollinating plants.

“The decline of bees is 
creating a pollination crisis 
for agriculture. And it’s the 
intensification of agriculture 
itself that’s driving bees towards 
extinction—undermining its own 
existence.

“The bees are the canaries in 
the coal mine—we need to do 
something really radical.”

Benton and Angus spoke at 
a very succesful day school on 
Marxism and Nature hosted 
by the International Socialism 
journal last Saturday, which 
attracted some 150 people. 

On other pages...
Southern rail strike hits back at the 
bosses >>Page 19

Dying coral 
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Hungary 1956 
shatters myth
WE SHALL soon rightly 
be celebrating the 
sixtieth anniversary of 
the Hungarian Revolution 
(see pages 14 and 15).

We should remember 
that it was not just a 
glorious example of 
workers’ resistance and a 
threat to Stalinism. 

It also shattered the 
lie peddled by the West 
that Stalinism was what 
socialism looked like.

Rulers in both 
Eastern Europe and the 
West were—and are—
threatened by the power 
that 1956 in Hungary 
demonstrated.

We should recall this 
struggle with great pride, 
fight again and fight even 
better next time.

Marian Rees 
West London

Private eye 
anti rulers? 
ZEKRIA Ibrahimi is of 
course right (Socialist 
Worker, 11 October) that 
Private Eye is neither of 
nor on the left, and quite 
happy to lay into the 
Socialist Workers Party 
among others.

But it’s not 
straightforwardly  
pro-establishment. 

Its willingness to 
investigate and expose 
scandals makes it 
often a thorn in the 
establishment’s side. 

Ben Drake
York

Be for Labour 
in Scotland 
ARTICLES IN Socialist 
Worker appear to write 
off Labour in Scotland 
and cheer the Scottish 
National Party. 

This is very strange 
for a socialist newspaper. 

Labour, under Jeremy 
Corbyn, is the only major 
party to oppose Tory 
austerity and to fight for 
workers’ rights. 

Stewart Cook 
Falkirk

Change going 
to come?
PRIME Minister  
Theresa May spoke at 
the Tory conference 
repeatedly of “a change 
to come”. She was 
echoing the words of 
Sam Cooke’s well known 
song which was inspired 
by the US Civil Rights 
movement.

It is a masterpiece 
that has nothing in 
common May’s politics.

John Appleyard 
Liversedge

Time to get organised after 
the anti-racism conference 
RACIST ATTACKS have increased 
across Europe since the European 
Union (EU) referendum.

But the scapegoating of 
migrants and refugees by 
politicians and by the media has 
been happening for decades.

It is significant that racism is 
most prominent in areas with 
fewer migrants and refugees.

The Stand Up To Racism 
conference was important in 
providing people with the 
confidence to oppose the drive to 
make racism mainstream.

Marion O’Malley
North London

WE NEED unity in action to 
combat the rise of the far right 
across Europe. That was the

message to take away from  
the Stand Up To Racism 
conference.

The rise of the far right is being 
fuelled by politicians such as 

Ukip’s Nigel Farage and backed by 
the mainstream media.

We need to organise Stand Up 
To Racism groups in our schools as 
a matter of urgency. 

Hannah
East London

I ATTENDED the Stand Up To 
Racism conference on behalf of the 
East London Teachers Association 
(NUT). 

It showed me how important it 
is carry on the fight against the 
government’s divisive agenda as 
well the rise of fascism sweeping 
across Europe. 

With collective action we can 
make a big difference. 

Francoise
East London

No borders 
on Cable St
YOUR FEATURE on the 
Battle of Cable Street 
(Socialist Worker,  
5 October) pointed out that 
the anti-fascist slogan “They 
Shall Not Pass” was a 
translation from the Spanish 
workers keeping Francisco 
Franco out of Madrid.

Yet this is not the only 
international connection.

France had already seen 
anti-fascist agitation spill 
over into the biggest wave 
of strikes and occupations 
ever to hit the country. 
Meanwhile, US workers in 
the tyre and car plants were 
perfecting “sit-down 
strikes”—factory 
occupations—which took 
off at the end of 1936.

This was all in the midst 
of the depression, and as 
the Nazis gained a 
stronghold in Germany.

Working class struggle in 
1936 was not confined by 
the boundaries of nation 
states.

John Shemeld
Nottingham

Leeds took 
on Mosley 
IT WAS disgusting to see 
Leeds MP Rachel Reeves’ 
comments about the city 
being a “tinderbox” of 
racism. Leeds has a proud 
history of fighting racism. 

Just before the Battle of 
Cable Street, on 27 Sept 
1936, fascist leader Oswald 
Mosley visited Leeds.

Some 1,000 fascists were 
met by a crowd of 30,000  
anti-fascists who drove  
Mosley out of town. 

Reeves should join the 
Leeds Stand Up To Racism 
group instead of whipping 
up racism.

Steve Johnston
Leeds

We say nae 
to a Nazi gig
FASCIST BAND Bound for 
Glory were due to fly into 
Scotland this week to 
peddle their Nazism. But 
there are reports that 
campaigning has forced 
the event’s cancellation.

We remain watchful. 
Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) and others spoke to 
music venues in 
Edinburgh and Falkirk, to 
ask them to check 
bookings. 

We contacted officials 
in both cities to say there 

would be a mass protest 
against any such filth. 

UAF Scotland has heard 
that the sound company 
booked to do the event, 
after realising they had 
been duped, cancelled 

their booking. 
UAF Scotland will be 

vigilant in case fascists 
cobble together an event 
in an effort to save face. 

Stephen McBroom
Edinburgh

Defend Jackie Walker 
—without conditions 
I WAS disappointed 
Socialist Worker said Jackie 
Walker, of Momentum, was 
“foolish and incorrect”  in 
comments she made at a 
Jewish Labour Movement 
(JLM) meeting (Socialist 
Worker, 4 October). 

She was suspended from 
membership of the Labour 
Party. On the issue of a 
definition of antisemitism, 
the comment that she had 
not heard a “definition she 
could work with” was the 
definition that the JLM 

speaker gave. She does of 
course understand 
antisemitism. The attack on 
Jackie is part of the witch 
hunt that the Labour right 
are attempting to use 
against Corbyn supporters. 
It is sad that Momentum 
nationally caved in. 

Jackie has wholehearted 
support from Momentum 
activists. Socialist Worker 
should stand against the 
witch hunt too.

Jon Flaig
Kent

Just a 
thought...

Anti-fascists in Scotland have mobilised repeatedly

Francoise, Hannah and Marion at the 
Stand Up To Racism conference last week
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A coal slide killed over a hundred 
people—most of them children—yet 
it could have been avoided, writes 
Sadie Robinson. It was caused by  
bosses’ neglect and the complicity of 
some miners’ union leaders

O
NE HUNDRED and 
for ty four  people 
died in the Aberfan  
disaster 50 years ago 
this week—including 
116 children. Yet no 

one has been held accountable.
This was not simply an awful 

accident. It flowed from a policy 
backed by both Labour and Tory 
governments. 

On 21 October 1966 a coal tip col-
lapsed and slid down a mountain into 
the South Wales village of Aberfan. 
It smashed through a farm, a junior 
school, part of a senior school and 
several houses. 

People were buried alive before 
they had time to understand what 
was happening.

Gaynor Madgwick was eight years 
old and in Pantglas Junior School on 
the day of the disaster. Two of her 
siblings, Carl and Marylyn, died in 
classrooms either side of her. 

In a new book on the disaster and 
its aftermath, Gaynor describes how 
“360,000 tons of colliery waste” shot 
down the mountain towards the 
school.

A spring underneath the tip had 
made it more unstable. “When it 
filled with water, it became some-
thing like ready mix concrete,” wrote 
Gaynor. “A deadly sludge carried on 
a thin sheet of water.

“This moving mountain quickly 
reached a speed of 30 miles an hour.”

A 13 year old schoolboy described 
seeing “a big wave of muck” with 
“trams, trees, trucks, bricks and boul-
ders in it”.

One miner and bereaved parent 
described the horrible impact. “I’d 
never seen anything like it,” he said. 
“The front of the school was there but 
there was no back.”

Coal waste filled the classrooms 
and Gaynor was trapped under a pile 
of rubble. “Children were scream-
ing,” she wrote. 

“Bodies lay crushed and buried 
and the survivors lay looking at their 
best friends, dead.”

Ordinary people rushed to help 
in the aftermath of the disas-
ter. Residents and others joined 
the rescue efforts. By Saturday 
an estimated 2,000 volunteers  

had arrived.
A disaster fund raised around 

£1,750,000 with donations coming in 
from across the world. This response 
was in stark contrast to how survi-
vors and the bereaved were treated 
by officials.

It took Lord Robens, the chair of the 
National Coal Board (NCB), 36 hours 
to reach Aberfan. On hearing of the 
disaster he chose to stay in Guildford 
where he was being installed as chan-
cellor of the University of Surrey. 

This didn’t stop the NCB telling the 
government that Robens was person-
ally directing relief work.

The NCB paid £500 compensation 
to each bereaved family. It called this 
a “generous offer”, having originally 
offered £50. Gaynor wrote, “It was 
little more than the amount paid out 
per farm animal”.

Bereaved
The Charity Commission recom-
mended that the disaster fund pay 
£500 to each set of bereaved parents. 
The fund’s management said it should 
be £5,000. 

The commission’s response? “Each 
case should be reviewed to ascertain 
whether the parents had been close 
to their children and were thus likely 
to be suffering mentally.”

The Labour government under 
Harold Wilson raided the disaster 
fund in 1968 to help pay to remove 
the tips above Aberfan. These 
tips were known to be unsafe and 
shouldn’t have been there in the first 
place.

Gaynor wrote, “Initially the gov-
ernment wanted £350,000. It was 
then reduced to £150,000. There was 
outrage.”

A lengthy campaign finally got 
the money refunded nearly 30 years 
later. But inflation would have 
increased the value of the money  
12 times over.

Veteran BBC broadcaster Vincent 
Kane reported on the disaster and its 
aftermath. He told Socialist Worker, 
“Half a dozen or so organisations or 
individuals should have brought help 
to those stricken people, but instead 
they betrayed them.

“It was because the surviving com-
munity resisted or objected to what 

these organisations were doing or 
trying to do to them that they came 
to be seen generally as ‘the problem’.

“The organisations were the prob-
lem and survivors were the victims.

The 1967 Tribunal Inquiry into the 
Aberfan Disaster found that the NCB 
had no tipping policy and that it had 
legal liability for compensation.

It concluded, “Blame for the dis-
aster rests upon the National Coal 
Board.”

Yet the NCB faced no corporate 
sanctions. No one was prosecuted for 
manslaughter or any other offences. 
No one was dismissed or demoted.

But people in Aberfan were clear 
who was responsible. 

At an inquest into the deaths of 30 
of the children, the coroner gave the 
cause of one child’s death as asphyxia 
and multiple injuries. 

The father replied, “No, sir, buried 
alive by the National Coal Board.”

The ‘indispensable’ man with blood on his hands 

 PROFESSOR IAIN McLean 
has written about the 
disaster. He says the failure 
to hold anyone to account 

was “rooted in the ‘high politics’ of 
the 1960s and 1970s”.

Iain told Socialist Worker that a 
government policy of pit closures 
made NCB chair Lord Robens feel 
“indispensable”.

“Governments of both parties 
thought that the NUM was a 
dangerous enemy to have,” 
explained Iain. But they wanted the 
coal industry to be “slimmed down”.

“And the only person they could 
trust to do that without provoking 
mass strikes was Alf Robens. 

“Robens knew they thought 
that. Therefore he believed he was 
indispensable and would not be 
sacked however he behaved.”

Vincent Kane explained how 
Robens was helped by some 
officials at the National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM).

“On pit closures the facts speak for 
themselves,” Vincent told Socialist 
Worker. “Lord Robens became 
chairman of the Coal Board at roughly 
the same time as Will Paynter became 
general secretary of the NUM. 

“At that time there were 698 pits 
in Britain with 583,000 miners. 
When they both left office ten 
years later there were 292 pits and 
283,000 miners.

“In ten years Robens closed  
60 percent of the mines and made 
60 percent of miners redundant. 
And at no stage in that decade 
did the miners’ leadership object, 
protest or campaign against that 
closure policy.”

Vincent said that safety problems 
with tip number seven above Aberfan 
were ignored because of this policy.

“Robens formed a close working 
partnership with Paynter,” he said. 
“Robens convinced him that the 
only way to save the coal industry 
in the long run was to close pits that 

were ‘uneconomic’ or ‘problematic’.
“Coal Board officials, managers 

and engineers at Merthyr Vale 
colliery were keenly aware that 
the pit would become exceedingly 
‘problematic’ if tipping had to stop. 

“So they closed their eyes and 
ears to all the warning signs that tip 
number 7 was dangerous and likely 
to collapse and slide.”

Robens offered his resignation 
to the government following the 

inquiry into the disaster. But the 
minister of power Richard Marsh 
rejected it. It was all a sham.

Robens had demanded to see 
the inquiry before it was published. 
Iain said Robens “immediately 
orchestrated a campaign of support 
for himself” among NUM branches.

“Board and union officials worked 
together on this,” he said. “A month 
later, he determined the wording 
not only of his ‘resignation’ letter, 
but, unbelievably, of Marsh’s reply 
rejecting his resignation.”

Vincent said it was “most 
significant” that the government 
kept Robens on. He was protected 
because it was said he was “doing a 
good job and he was the only man 
who could do it.

“And what was the job he was 
doing so well? Pit closures.”

Robens did so well that in 
1970 he was appointed chair of a 
government committee—looking at 
health and safety at work.

Coal bosses refused 
to listen to warnings 
 IAIN MCLEAN and Martin 

Johnes’s book, Aberfan— 
Governments and Disasters, 
looks at the similarities between 

Aberfan and other tragedies, such 
as Hillsborough in 1989.

Iain told Socialist Worker, “The 
parallels are very close in terms of 
those who know they are going to 
be blamed deflecting the blame.”

Robens initially told a reporter 
that “it was impossible to know 
that there was a spring in the heart 
of this tip”.

But the spring is marked on 
Ordnance Survey and Geological 
Survey maps. Many Aberfan 
residents recalled swimming in it.

Disabled miner Philip Brown, 
who lost his niece in the disaster, 
said, “It was not a hidden spring. 
The National Coal Board must have 
known about it because everyone 
in the village did.”

The inquiry found Robens’ claim 
to be false. It condemned a “failure 
to heed clear warnings” and found 
evidence of long running worries 
about the stability of the tip.

The NCB’s Area Mechanical 
Engineer sent letters to the local 
authority about the danger posed 
by the tip.

One, dated 24 July 1963, said 
the NCB “appear to be taking 
slurry up to the existing tip at the 
rear of the Pantglas Schools”.

It went on, “I regard it as 
extremely serious as the slurry is 
so fluid and the gradient so steep 
that it could not possibly stay in 
position in the winter time or 
during periods of heavy rain.”

The same engineer wrote to 
the NCB on 20 August. This letter 
referred to “apprehension” among 
Aberfan residents about the 
potential for the tip to move.

The Aberfan tips had slid in 
1944 and 1963. But the NCB spent 
days at the Tribunal denying the 
1963 slide ever happened.

At 76 days, the inquiry was 
the longest running of its kind 
at the time. Iain said, “The coal 
board tried to deny responsibility 
throughout the inquiry. It could 
have admitted liability on day one. 

Audacious
“When Robens turned up he gave a 
pretty appalling display.”

Robens only deigned to appear 
close to the end to admit that 
the NCB had been at fault. The 
Tribunal called Robens’ behaviour 
“nothing short of audacious”. 

It supported a comment by 
Desmond Ackner QC that NCB 
bosses acted as though they had 
“no more blameworthy connection 
than, say, the Gas Board”.

For some, the denigration of the 
NCB was a golden opportunity to 
advance their own agendas.

Margaret Thatcher, Tory 
power spokesperson at the time, 
criticised the NCB in Parliament. 
Her conclusion? “It is a jolly sight 
easier to exercise control in private 
industry”.

Aberfan—A story of survival, love and 
community in one of Britain’s worst 
disasters by Gaynor Madgwick. £9.99. 
Available from Bookmarks bookshop. 
Go to bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Robens offered his  
resignation but 
ministers rejected 
it. It was all a sham

‘‘ 

MINERS AND their families fought desperately to dig out survivors 

(Main) THE RESCUE operation at 
Pentglas school began with people 
grabbing any tools possible but it 
wasn’t enough to save the lives of 
those suffocated Picture: PA

(Above) A wave of sludge crashed 
through the village

 THE CRIME OF ABERFAN
50 years since Welsh mining community disaster claimed 144 lives

The coal board 
paid £500 to each 
bereaved family. 
They called this a 
‘generous’ offer

‘‘ 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ESSEX
Fighting the rise of racism
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, Chelmsford,
CM1 2QL
LANCASTER
Nursery to university—
the fight for education
Wed 26 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
NEWCASTLE
After Jeremy Corbyn’s 
victory—how do we 
fight for socialism?
Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 26 Oct, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans—
the NHS’s death knell?
Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
YMCA,Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Capitalism versus the 
climate—why won’t 
politicians act?
Wed 26 Oct, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Terrorism—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 27 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St  
(off Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
What is imperialism?
Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane,BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Syria—revolution,  
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,BN1 1AF
BURNLEY
Spain 1936—revolution 
and civil war
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Bob Marley—roots, 
reggae and revolution
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue 
(off Clarendon Rd),
CB2 8DB
CARDIFF
Is the media all powerful?
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
When Haiti meant hope—the 
Black Jacobins’ Rebellion
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
No to grammars—what sort 
of education do we want?
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,  
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET

COVENTRY
Police, racism and the state
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
EDINBURGH
Bring down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
7 Victoria St, 
EH1 2JL
HARLOW
From Black Power to Black 
Lives Matter—a rebel’s 
guide to Malcolm X
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,  
1 Church Leys, Harlow, 
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
The Paris Commune 
1871—an illustrated talk
Wed 26 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP
HULL
The Paris Commune 
1871—the first time 
workers took power
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Grafton Hotel,  
114-116 Grafton St, 
HU5 2NP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Chartism—the first 
workers’ movement
Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
From Black Power to Black 
Lives Matter—the fight 
against racism today
Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
22 School Lane, 
L1 3BT
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW
Kelso Cochrane and 
the roots of Carnival
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre, 
1a Thorpe Close, 
Ladbroke Grove (very close 
to the Tube station), 
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Wed 26 Oct, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: EALING
Fighting sexism today
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club,
33-35 Acton High St,
W3 6ND
LONDON: HARINGEY
William Cuffay and the  
19th century Chartist 
movement
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
What is alienation?
Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, 
N7 6QT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Are we heading for another 
economic slump?
Wed 26 Oct, 7pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,  
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich mainline and 
DLR station), SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
China and the world 
economy
Wed 26 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
A Rebel’s Guide 
to Malcolm X
Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
Room 6, Peckham Pulse, 
SE15 5QN
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
The history of Rock 
Against Racism and the 
Anti Nazi League
Wed 26 Oct, 7pm, 
Oxford House, Derbyshire St  
(opposite Bethnal Green Rd 
Tesco), E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Rock Against Racism—
its history and legacy
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
LUTON
Bring down the borders 
—why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel, 41-43 
Stockwood Crescent (enter via 
London Rd car park),LU1 3SS

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
How can we end the 
housing crisis?
Wed 26 Oct, 7pm, 
Chorlton Library (side door),
Manchester Rd,
M21 9PN
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Capitalism in crisis—
was Marx right?
Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
Why we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Inspire, 747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR
MEDWAY
US power and fracking—
why the Tories won’t 
stop climate change
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),  
272 High St, ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Feminism, women’s 
oppression and socialism
Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Syria—revolution,  
counter-revolution and war
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,

61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
No to grammars—what sort 
of education do we want?
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Restore,Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd), 
OX4 1YH
POOLE
The fight for the NHS
Mon 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St, BH15 1DB
PORTSMOUTH
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), 
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
The politics of the SWP
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church 
Hall, Devonshire Rd, 
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Theresa May, Hillary Clinton, 
Angela Merkel—do women 
in power make a difference?
Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WOLVERHAMPTON & WALSALL
Is the media all powerful?
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe, 
Darlington St, 
WV1 4HW
YORK
Bring down all the 
borders—why we oppose 
all immigration controls
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
After the Stand Up To 
Racism conference—
fighting Islamophobia today
Sat 5 Nov, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
GLASGOW
Marxism Festival 
Scotland 2016
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St, G2 4JP
NATIONAL
National Libraries, Museums 
& Galleries demonstration
Sat 5 Nov, 12 noon, 
The British Library,
96 Euston Rd, NW1 2DB
National demo—United 
for Education
Sat 19 Nov, 10am, 
Central London,
WC2E 9RZ
Marxism 2017
6-9 July 2017, 
central London. Hosted by 
the Socialist Workers Party
POLAND
Educational trip to 
Krakow and Auschwitz
Thu 3 Nov, 8am.
Organised by Unite Against 
Fascism.  
uaf.org.uk

Available from
Bookmarks—the socialist bookshop 

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London, WC1B 3QE

020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

A Rebel’s Guide to Malcolm X
by Antony Hamilton

BRISTOL

Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA,  
14 Narrow Quay, 
BS1 4QA
LANCASTER

Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LONDON: HACKNEY

Thu 27 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd 
(corner Lower Clapton Rd), 
E5 0PU
PLYMOUTH

Thu 27 Oct, 7pm, 
Quaker House,  
74 Mutley Plain, 
PL4 6LF

As the US election looms... 
IS HILLARY CLINTON THE 
LESSER OF TWO EVILS?

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS
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Gun-slinging robots turn fantasies into nightmares
TELEVISION
WESTWORLD
Sky Atlantic 
Continues next Tuesday, 9pm

WESTWORLD DEPICTS a 
society where the rich pay 
vast amounts to take out 
their basest desires on a 
virtual reality populated 
by synthetic humans and 
animals.

They do this in a “Wild 
West” virtual reality where 
there are no consequences 
for their actions.

The programme 
presents these players as 

a bloodthirsty, depraved 
bunch. But it also shows 
them constrained by 
society outside the “game”.

They are unable to 
gratify their desires in the 
real world. Hence the need 
for Westworld.

The show gets 
interesting when a 
synthetic human discovers 
a picture dropped by one 
of the “newcomers”. This 
makes him question the 
nature of his reality. 

Westworld asks what 
would we be like if there 
were no consequences to 
our actions.

The other side of that is 
how the victims fight back.

These are all themes 
that come across strongly 
in Westworld.

The question of the 
brutality with which 
Westworld’s rulers react 
when confronted with 
resistance is yet to play 
out.

The show is only a 
couple of episodes in. 

An uprising of synthetic 
humans against their rich 
tormentors is by no means 
a new motif in science 
fiction. But it’s still one 
readers are sure to relish.

Paintings that pushed the 
boundaries of a new society
A new exhibition explores the work of 17th century artist Caravaggio and his 
followers—and the turbulent period that produced it, writes Julie Sherry
YOU’RE HIT instantly by an envel-
oping rich, dark atmosphere as you 
enter Beyond Caravaggio. It’s the 
incredible power of the intimacy, 
violence and vivacity characteristic 
of his style.

The exhibition explores the influ-
ence of the 17th century Italian artist. 
It is fascinating for how it draws out 
Caravaggio’s impact and influence by 
exploring his works alongside those 
of his followers.

What defines these paintings as 
“Caravaggesque”, is clear. It’s the 
use of dark and light in elevating, 
 celebrating and exposing the richness 
of human drama.

Looking on many of them the 
first thought is “that’s Caravaggio”. 
But the moment you set eyes on an 
actual Caravaggio, you know the 
difference. 

The entrancing darkness of 
his Saint John the Baptist in the 
Wilderness steals the final room. 

Caravaggio depicts the pleas-
ure and pain of human existence 
brilliantly.

Boy Bitten By a Lizard captures 
the moment a boy is bitten while 
 indulging in luscious fruits. 

Grimace
His face contorts in a sudden grimace, 
the flesh of his shoulder exposed and 
a flower in his hair. 

There’s a room of painters who 
developed a light source as the focus 
in a painting. The presence of the 
candle instantly brings Caravaggio to 
mind, yet he never painted a candle 
in any of his works. 

Almost more ground-breaking is 
the space given to seemingly unwor-
thy subjects—ordinary people living 
life—and the intimacy of it. 

Caravaggio’s Rome was a place 

of contradictions and hypocrisies. 
In his short, violent life he took the 
sin, indulgence and drama of Rome’s 
backstreets and brought it into his 
paintings.

Caravaggio’s work is a bold expres-
sion of the tensions that were thrown 
up a century before him. 

The period in which he worked 
was pushing up against the fet-
ters of the feudal ideology, break-
ing through the limits of what was 
deemed worthy of painting. 

Bearing that in mind, Caravaggio’s 

works strike you as all the more 
bold. Some of his followers used his 
method to make sharper points.

Artemisia Gentileschi—an accom-
plished artist at a time when women 
were denied any independent exist-
ence—is worth a mention. 

As someone who fled Rome after 
a gruelling sexual violence trial, her 
work screams out against the injus-
tice and misogyny of her times. 

Her Susanna and The Elders por-
trays a woman caught bathing naked 
by two men leaning threateningly, 

leering over her. Her discomfort, fear 
and pain as she tries to cover herself 
are evident on her face. 

It is a powerful and deeply uncom-
fortable painting. 

She is accusing and defying the 
world around her.

The exhibition is £16. But it is a 
powerful display of works that throw 
up  fascinating  questions about the 
world that sprung them.
Beyond Caravaggio, National Gallery, 
London WC2N 5DN 
Until 15 January

CARAVAGGIO’S PAINTING Boy bitten by a lizard (detail) captured the pleasure—and pain—of everyday life

The rich can live out their most violent fantasies in Westworld
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FILM
IN PURSUIT OF SILENCE
Directed by Patrick Shen 
In cinemas 21 October

SILENCE IS a sound that 
should be explored and it 
has an historical importance 
to human survival that we’ll 
do well to remember.

That’s one of the 
central messages of this 
documentary film.

It will definitely make you 
think about the sounds of the 
world you inhabit. 

That “peace and quiet” 
we often long for in times 
of stress is full of sound. 
Whether it’s a soothing sea 
or a peaceful forest, humans 
love the “silence” of nature.

The film suggests that the 

technology driven societies 
we have constructed rarely 
give us a minute’s peace and 
we are increasingly alienated 
from nature.

The film is visually 
stunning, audio rich and 
is well worth a watch—
and a listen. Its mixture 
of images and sound is 
thought‑provoking and the 
subject matter engages with 
all of our lives. It explores 
the impact of sound, noise 
and silence on our lives, our 
mood and our health.

By the end you may end 
up wondering if capitalism 
has ruined silence.

A scene from the documentary
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were running up against their 
limit. 

This crisis split the bureau-
cracy. A “conservative” group 
feared losing its grip and 
wanted to maintain Stalin’s 
methods, while “reformers” 
wanted to ease repression and 
shift investment away from 
heavy industry. 

This was a fight between two 
wings of the ruling class about 
how best to exploit  workers and 
accumulate capital. 

In Russia the “reformers”, 
under Nikita Khrushchev,  
eventually won the power strug-
gle. The new Russian leadership 
made clear that Rakosi’s gov-
ernment had to change course 
and installed the “reformer”  
Imre Nagy as prime minister. 

He plotted a “new course”, 
but his limited reforms were 
hampered by Rakosi’s  supporters 
and he was ousted in 1955. 

Henchman
But Khrushchev toppled Rakosi, 
who was replaced by his hench-
man Erno Gero in 1956. The 
Russian leader’s “secret speech” 
to the Twentieth Congress of 
the Communist Party that year 
denounced Stalin’s methods 
and “cult of personality”. 

This caused immense ideo-
logical confusion for Eastern 
Europe’s rulers, but it also 
opened up the possibility of 
people questioning society. 

While workers had begun 
asserting their own demands 
on the factory floor, mass oppo-
sition had not spilled over yet. 
That all changed on 23 October. 

As fighting erupted, the 
regime made concessions and a 
new government with Nagy as 
prime minister was announced. 

But workers’ demands were 
now going further than what 
Nagy and the reformers could 
offer. Nagy had begun to 
regain some sort of control by 
4 November, but Russia then 
sent in tanks again fearing the 
situation would spiral out of 
control.

They had cut a deal with 
Janos Kadar, one of Nagy’s 
allies, to bring in a new gov-
ernment. But while Kadar con-
trolled the government build-
ings, real power lay in the 
hands of the workers’ councils. 

This was a situation of “dual 
power”—but only one power, 
Kadar or the councils, could win. 

The workers’ councils had 
begun to try and link up and 
create a central workers’ coun-
cil in Budapest. This could have 
been the basis for a new work-
ers’ regime, but no one had 

raised he slogan of “all power 
to the soviets”, unlike in Russia 
in 1917. 

Some tried to negotiate with 
the Kadar government, which 
proceeded to pick off leading 
revolutionaries. Workers con-
tinued to fight back through 
December, but the regime 
slowly reasserted its control. 

The revolution was crushed, 
but it had reasserted the idea 
that socialism either has to be 
based on workers’ liberating 
 themselves, or it is not worthy 
of the name. 

I t  a l so  shat tered  the 
Communist Party’s ideological 
stranglehold and laid the basis 
for a new anti-Stalinist left.

The Hungarian revolution 
showed the potential power 
workers have.

Workers burn 
images of the 
hated ruler Rakosi 
(top), “Reformer”
Imre Nagy (above)
 

S
IXTY YEARS 
ago this week 
a revolution 
e r u p t e d  i n 
Hungary.  I t 
showed that 

workers have the power 
to take on the ruling class 
and run society. 

Starting on the night of 
23 October 1956 hundreds 
of thousands of people took 
to the streets, building bar-
ricades and fighting pitched 
battles against the secret 
police and Russian tanks. 

Workers struck, seized 
control of their workplaces 
and set up workers’ coun-
cils as alternative organs of 
 political power.

It began when a number of 
student groups called a dem-
onstration in solidarity with 
Polish workers and students 
who were also fighting back. 

A 17 year-old college stu-
dent described their aims. 
“For weeks we had been talk-
ing about reforms—at first in 
education and then more and 
more political and economic,” 
she said. “No one thought it 
would end in revolution.” 

But by Wednesday morn-
ing “an atmosphere of revo-
lution reigned over the city”, 
according to a news report. 
“Tanks were rattling through 
the streets along with trucks 
with steel-helmeted soldiers.”

The previous evening, work-
ers had begun to join the stu-
dents. Thousands then marched 
on the giant Joseph Stalin mon-
ument—and tore down the 
symbol of their oppression. 

One eyewitness told the 
Manchester Guardian newspa-
per, “With hammers, iron pipes 
and other tools, the crowd 
broke the monument in count-
less pieces.”

Oppressed
Russia and Eastern Europe’s 
“socialist” regimes stood 
exposed as brutal dictatorships 
that oppressed workers. 

Another crowd of protesters 
marched on the radio station 
building wanting to have their 
demands broadcast. The AVH 
secret police thugs  guarding 
the building fired a machine 
gun into the crowd.

The revolution had begun. 
Many of those students and 
workers were now fighting 
Russian tanks that had been 
mobilised in the early hours. 

Sections of the Hungarian 
army and police broke with the 
regime and gave arms to the 
revolutionaries. 

Workers set up councils in 
factories and districts to direct 
the revolution and take over the 
state’s functions. 

A young worker who took 
part in the events commented, 
“It was the young workers who 
had made the revolution against 
Communism—the workers on 
whom the whole system was 
supposed to be based.” 

Their rulers were quick to 
denounce them as “reactionary 
insurgents … deeply hostile to 
the cause of building socialism”. 
But Hungarian workers were 

fighting for a genuine social-
ism from below based on the 
 working class running society. 

During the revolution Free 
Radio Kossuth broadcast a 
show from deposed Communist 
leader Matyas Rakosi’s mansion. 
“There were two luxurious bath-
rooms fitted out with gymnastic 
equipment—and in case he lost 
too much weight—draws full of 
vitamin pills,” it mocked. 

But the main problem wasn’t 
just a few corrupt party officials 
lining their own pockets. Russia 

and the Eastern Bloc weren’t 
socialist. They represented a 
form of “state capitalism” with 
the  exploitation of workers at 
its core. 

The ruling class—the bureau-
cracy—operated in much the 
same way as capitalist firms do. 

The Russian Revolution of 
1917, led by Vladimir Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks, was a genuine 
workers’ revolution.

For a brief time the working 
class seized political power and 
ran society through the “soviets” 

(workers’ councils). But social-
ist revolution didn’t spread suc-
cessfully beyond Russia. 

Coun te r - r evo lu t i ona ry 
attacks in the Russian Civil 
War devastated the work-
ing class, undermined the  
soviets and weakened the basis 
of socialism.

But the Bolsheviks remained 
in charge of a sprawling 
bureaucracy often still staffed 
by Tsarist officials. As the 
Bolsheviks desperately tried 
to defend the revolution, 
this bureaucracy was pulled 
between different pressures.

A group around Joseph Stalin 
began to increase their control 
and pushed the slogan of build-
ing “socialism in one country”. 
This bureaucracy developed its 
own set of class interests.

The revolutionary Karl Marx 
argued that capitalism was 
based around “production for 
production’s sake, accumula-
tion for accumulation’s sake”. 
The same was true for the state 
capitalist regimes. 

Within capitalism there are 
two divisions—between work-
ers and capitalists and among 
capitalists themselves. 

I t ’ s  th i s  compet i t ion 
between capitalists that forces 
them to exploit workers and 
accumulate more and more 
capital. If they don’t, they’ll 
be driven out of business. 

I
N RUSSIA and Eastern 
Europe there wasn’t com-
petition between rival 
capitalist firms. Instead, 
capitalist competition took 
place on an international 

level through imperialist and 
military competition. 

This led to the brutal and 
repressive process of industri-
alisation inside Russia—and the 
same method was extended to 
Eastern Europe after the Second 
World War. 

The Hungarian regime 
built up heavy industry at the 
expense of workers’ living 
standards. To facilitate this the 
AVH rounded up opponents.
Communist Party members 
who objected were purged. 

The regime boasted that 
industrial production had shot 
up by 210 percent between 
1949 and 1953. In the same 
period workers’ living standards 
plummeted by 20 percent as 
they were forced to make “sac-
rifices” to build up “socialism”. 

Rakosi’s regime was behav-
ing just like a capitalist firm—
responding to competition by 
squeezing workers.

But the state capitalist 
regimes were not the unshake-
able monoliths as depicted by 
George Orwell in his book 1984.

Boom and slump and crisis 
were just as in-built into 
Russian and Hungarian state 
capitalism as in Western free 
market capitalism. From the 
beginning the bureaucracy had 
also faced workers’ resistance. 

By the time of Stalin’s death 
in 1953, Russia and Eastern 
Europe’s ruling classes were 
facing a crisis. The brutal 
 methods used for accumulation 
and building up heavy industry 

1956 REBIRTH
OF SOCIALISM 
FROM BELOW
On its 60th anniversary, Tomáš Tengely-Evans looks at the 
Hungarian Revolution where workers and students battled for 
power—and shook a regime that claimed to represent them

The Eastern 
Bloc had the 
exploitation  
of workers at  
its core 

‘‘ 
An armed worker

RUSSIAN TANKS roll into Budapest to smash the uprising

Don’t be played by the 
‘gig economy’ hype

A new report hails the 
‘digital platforms’ that 
are making workers 
‘independent’. But the 
claims are misleading, 
writes Alistair Farrow
IS A “gig economy” 
transforming the world of 
work? That’s the claim of 
a report released last week 
by the fat cats’ number 
crunchers, the McKinsey 
Global Institute (MGI).

It claims that between  
20 and 30 percent of the 
working age population of the 
US and the European Union’s 
(EU) 15 founding members 
are in “independent work”.

This is defined as someone 
who, in the last 12 months, 
derived “some” of their 
income from “independent 
activities”. These include 
“providing labour, selling 
goods, or leasing assets.”

Three key features of 
independent work are 
described as “a high degree 
of autonomy, payment by 
task, assignment, or sales, 
and a short-term relationship 
between worker and client.”

So it suggests a major 
break from the model of 
someone hiring out their 
labour to a boss for a wage. 
But things aren’t so simple.

By this definition, a  
full-time worker who owns 
their home and rents out 
a room on the side is an 
“independent worker”.

Over half of those 
identified as “independent 
workers” by the report do 
it to provide “supplemental 
income”. So they could also 
be full-time workers.

Transforming
More typical of the “gig 
economy” image is someone 
who drives their car as a taxi 
for Uber or delivers fast food 
for Deliveroo. The report 
claims that such “digital 
platforms” are transforming 
work.

But while their adverts 
emphasise the chance to work 
“independently”, the workers 
have often been pushed into 
nominal self-employment by 
the bosses’ needs.

The report says some 
30 percent of those doing 
“independent work” do so 

“out of necessity”. Many of 
these people rightly regard 
themselves as workers. 

It’s not an academic 
question. As self-employed 
contractors they are denied 
a steady wage and even 
statutory employment rights. 
As workers they can get 
together and fight for them.

The MGI report is one of a 
series to wildly overstate the 
trend.

Actual self-employment, it 
concedes, stands at 8 percent 
of the working age population 

in Britain, 6 percent in the US 
and 8 percent across those  
15 EU countries. The majority 
of people remain employed in 
“traditional” employment.

MGI’s definition of 
“independent work” is 
based on its own dataset of 
questions asked to 8,000 
people.

Data
It then uses more thorough 
data from individual countries 
to back up its claims. It 
also “scales up” data from 
countries with quite different 
economies to represent the 15 
EU countries as a whole.

One of the key arguments 
put forward in the report is 
that labour markets need 
to respond to this alleged 
change in the nature of 
work by developing “digital 
platforms”.

Similarly, a previous MGI 
report released last year 
pointed to online job websites 
like Monster and LinkedIn 
as ways of addressing 
underemployment and 
unemployment.

Behind this is the argument 
that there are enough jobs for 
everyone—it’s just a question 
of bringing the employer and 
the worker together using 
“innovative” methods.

But unemployment is 
a product of the capitalist 
economy. No clever app is 
about to make it disappear. 
Nor is a digital “gig economy” 
transforming the nature of 
work.

It is, to an extent, being 
used to scam workers out of 
their rights. That’s something 
only the bosses have any 
interest in talking up.

Does this driver work for himself—or for Uber?

Workers can be 
nominally made 
self-employed 
to suit the 
bosses’ needs

‘‘ 

ECONOMICS

FIGURE IT OUT

20-30%
 of working age people are 
now “independent workers” 

according to MGI’s report

30%
 of them carry out such 

activities “by necessity”

8%
 of people are actually in 

self-employment
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 Dario Fo—dramatist for the workers
ITALIAN DRAMATIST Dario Fo, 
who died at the age of 90 last 
Thursday, was one of the great 
artistic and political revolutionar-
ies of the 20th and 21st centuries.

His death has prompted hollow 
eulogies from some members of 
the Italian ruling class. Make no 
mistake, however, the bourgeoi-
sie despised Fo and the feeling was 
entirely mutual.

Fo’s great plays, such as Acci-
dental Death of an Anarchist, Can’t 
Pay? Won’t Pay! and Mistero Buffo 
(a one-man piece that confirmed 
Fo’s brilliance as an actor), are both 
spectacularly funny and savage in 
their satire of the rich and powerful.

Commitment
Accidental Death of an Anarchist, 
in particular, exemplifies Fo’s com-
mitment to responding to political 
events in Italian society.

Following a bomb attack that 
killed 16 people, on a bank in Milan 
in December 1969, the Italian state 
tried to blame the atrocity on the 
revolutionary left. 

This was despite strong suspi-
cions that far right elements con-
nected with the state had planted 
the bomb as a provocation. Soon 

after an anarchist “suspect”, railway 
worker Giuseppe Pinelli, died after 
“accidentally” falling from a fourth 
floor window in the Milan police 
headquarters.    

Fo responded by writing a superb, 
satirical farce, set inside the Milan 
police HQ, which clearly implicated 

the cops in Pinelli’s death. It would 
play to more than a million Italians 
over the next four years.

As the play toured, it was dogged 
by police harassment and bomb 
threats. Often, as with other shows 
staged by the company established 
by Fo and his wife Franca Rame, 

the piece was performed in public 
squares and factories that were 
under workers’ occupation.

The attempts by the Italian state 
and associated reactionary and fas-
cist forces to intimidate Fo, Rame 
and their company were not unusual.

Fo’s career in television, for 
example, was marked both by great 
success—reaching an audience of 
15 million at one point—and brutal 
censorship. 

When his irreverent, atheistic 
satire Mistero Buffo was screened 
in 1977, it was denounced by the 
Vatican as, “the most blasphemous 
show in the history of television”.

Threats
The right’s threats against Fo and 
Rame went much further than mere 
denunciations. The playwright 
faced numerous death threats and 
was arrested for refusing to allow 
cops into his shows.

In 1973 came the most vicious 
attack of all. While walking in 
Milan, Rame was kidnapped, raped 
and tortured by a gang of five fas-
cists. According to the testimony 
of a policeman 25 years later, the 
news of Rame’s rape was met with 
cheers in the local headquarters of 
the carabinieri.

The couple’s commitment to rev-
olutionary socialist politics never 

wavered, however. In 1985, the 
box office takings from their perfor-
mances in Rome were donated to 
the National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM) in Britain. 

NUM members were engaged 
in a bitter strike against Margaret 
Thatcher’s government at the time.

In 2006, having never before 
held elected office, Fo stood in the 
contest to become the left candidate 
for mayor of Milan. 

Aged 79, he responded to those 
who said he was too radical, saying, 
“Milan, if my music is too loud, it 
means you are becoming too old.”

Having lost the nomination to 
the “moderate” candidate, former 
police chief Bruno Ferrante, Fo 
acknowledged his opponent with 
characteristic wit. “He’s some-
one who says the same things as I 
do”, Fo commented, “only [he says 
them] the day after.”

A constant thorn in the flesh of 
the Italian establishment, including, 
in recent decades, the hated dema-
gogue Silvio Berlusconi, Dario Fo 
reinvented political comedy.

He remains one of the most per-
formed modern playwrights in the 
world. 

This is a good thing because, now 
more than ever, we need his biting 
satire, his political fury and his dev-
astating humour.

DARIO F0 in 1985  Picture: GoruPdebesanez

by MARK BROWN
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We won’t be 
border cops,
say London 
midwives
Bosses face resistance to their plans 
to check passports before giving 
maternity care, writes Dave Sewell 
THERESA MAY has backed a 
scheme by bosses at a London 
hospital  to make pregnant 
women show their passport or 
immigration documents before 
giving birth.

The proposals at St George’s 
hospital in Tooting, south London, 
could become the pilot for a 
 nationwide clampdown.

Marina, a midwife at the hospi-
tal, told Socialist Worker, “I don’t 
think there’s a single one of my col-
leagues who supports it.

“It was drawn up without any 
consultation with us, it was all from 
the finance people—we only heard 
about it on the news.”

She added, “We would never 
deny someone treatment, wherever 
they came from.”

Patients who can’t provide the 
right documents would be referred 
“for specialist document screen-
ing in liaison with the UK Border 
Agency and the Home Office.”

Fear of being deported could 
deter women from coming to hos-
pital, putting their lives in danger.

Organised 
Bosses claimed St George’s hospital 
is the target of an organised “health 
tourism” ring. The right wing press 
claims that so many pregnant 
women come from Nigeria that staff 
refer to a “Lagos shuttle”.

But Marina disagreed. “We don’t 
see many people who I’d call a 
health tourist at all,” she said. “The 
vast majority of women are either 
settled in Britain or trying to settle. 

“It’s true that some are coming 
here to get a better life—but who 
can blame them for that?”

Since 2015 NHS trusts are 
 supposed to charge new migrants 
the cost of their care plus a migrant 
“surcharge”.

This has kept some people from 
getting treatment they need, and 
increased the public health risk of 
epidemics for everyone.

The money is charged after care 
has been given, and then rarely 
chased up. Many trusts can now 
give artificial impressive-sounding 
figures for what they are “owed” 
by migrants—£4.6 million a year at  

St George’s. But that’s a small  
proportion of its £260 million budget. 

The only official estimate of 
health tourism is 5,000-20,000 
people a year in England—where 
the NHS treats a million people 
every 36 hours.

The financial crisis in the NHS 
has driven hospitals to claw back 
every meagre saving they can find. 

Joe Clark, a doctor training at 
St George’s, told Socialist Worker, 
“Quite apart from the fact they 
shouldn’t be doing this anyway, 
it’s dishonest to say it would save 
money for the NHS.

“You can always find one or two 
cases to point to. But it would cost 
a huge amount of money to create 
the machinery of document checks 
to enforce it for a tiny minority.”

Such a bureaucracy would 
demolish the principle of an NHS 
“free at point of use” for everyone.

The scare gives politicians a 
scapegoat for the cuts and privati-
sation that’s driving the NHS crisis.

Marina added, “This proposal 
comes from the financial auditors 
we keep paying to tell us where 
we’re not being ‘efficient’ enough. 

“But perhaps we’d be more effi-
cient if we weren’t paying for these 
financial auditors.”
Some names have been changed 

Got a story?
Email your ideas to  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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St George’s NHS Trust in south 
London wants to force midwives 
to check women’s passports 
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has backed the plans
lThey could become the 
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clampdown against migrants
lBosses claim they’re bringing 
in the plans to target an 
organised “health tourism” ring
lIn reality, their plan finds an 
easy scapegoat for the deep 
crisis in the NHS ST GEORGE’S hospital in Tooting, south London  

Teachers slam racist move to collect 
documents on childrens’ nationalities 
THE TORIES’ plan to make firms 
publish lists of their foreign 
workers may have been dropped, 
but schools still have to collect 
data on their pupils. The school 
census now requires schools to 
ask pupil’s nationality. 

Kauser Jan, a primary teacher 
in Leeds, told Socialist Worker, 
“It’s created a lot of anxiety 
among parents. One parent 
came in asking if they needed 
to show their child’s passports, 
or what to do if they didn’t have 
one.

“They ask us what the 
information is needed for, and 
we don’t have an answer to give 
them.”

Schools don’t need to 
ask for any documents and 
parents don’t have to give any 
information they don’t want—
but this hasn’t always been 
made clear. Some schools have 
allegedly sent different texts and 
emails to families according to 
their perceived ethnicity.

But there is resistance. Kauser 
said, “In my school some parents 
didn’t reply to the letter—and 
nothing is being done to chase 
them up.” 

Paula Champion, a nursery 

teacher in Cambridge, told 
Socialist Worker, “Many 
schools already collect data 
for the purposes of equalities 
monitoring and inclusion.

“So what does the government 
need it for? And who can 
trust them, when it’s the same 
government that wanted lists of 
foreign workers?”

The Tories want the data to 
help them put a figure on the 
cost of supposed “education 
tourism” to feed scapegoating 
of migrants. It will go into a 
database from which the police 
and the Home Office have been 

given information 29 times 
since April 2012. This includes 
requests for immigration 
control.

The NUT teachers’ union 
issued guidance to all its school 
groups last week, urging them to 
contact boards of governors with 
concerns about the census.

It calls on schools to make it 
clear to parents that they can 
say no, to not ask for passport 
numbers or documents and to 
not contact the children directly.

Many teachers want to go 
further. Kauser said, “As part of a 
work-to-rule we already boycott 
25 tasks that aren’t important to 
education. 

“This should be added. 
It doesn’t contribute to 
education—we shouldn’t do it.”

Sally Kincaid, a teacher in 
Wakefield, said the union’s 
guidance meant school groups 
would have to meet and discuss 
the census. 

And that this could be an 
opportunity for teachers to 
organise against it. 

She urged, “Don’t give the 
information. Parents don’t have 
to give the information, so 
teachers don’t have to get it.”

Kauser (left) and Sally (centre)
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IN BRIEF 

Tower bus dispute  
is driving forwards
LONDON BUS workers at 
Tower Transit were set to 
strike on Wednesday and 
Thursday this week in a 
continuing fight against roster 
changes that cut pay.

It was set to be the third 
strike for around 1,000 
drivers, engineers and 
controllers in the Unite union. 

Previous strikes have 
caused disruption to 28 
routes including London’s 
busiest, the 25.

Sites affected are at 
Atlas Road in Park Royal, 
Westbourne Park bus garage 
and Lea interchange depot.

Cabin crew embark 
on striking voyage 
CITYJET CABIN crew based 
at London City airport were 
set to strike for five days 
against a proposed pay cut 
of up to 50 percent.

The action was planned for 
Thursday and Friday of this 
week and Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday of next.

The 36 workers are 
members of the Unite union 
and they voted 84 percent to 
strike.

It coincides with action 
short of a strike by CityJet 
pilots based in Dublin over 
union representation.

Court too scared of 
fracking protesters
THE COURT hearing 
expected to sentence  
anti-fracking activist Tina 
Louise Rothery has been 
postponed in the face of 
solidarity protests.

Originally set for 
Wednesday of this week in 
Blackpool, it will now be put 
back to a different date and 
venue.

Tina was told the decision 
was made “considering the 
safety and security issues 
which may arise at the 
hearing”. More than 100 
people protested outside her 
trial in June.

Oil bosses pat each 
other on their backs
TOP FOSSIL fuel bosses 
joined an “Oil and Money” 
conference in central London 
on Tuesday.

The Campaign Against 
Climate Change and other 
groups protested outside.

Protesters were also set to 
descend on the Drax power 
plant in north Yorkshire on 
Friday.

Food distribution 
workers balloting
THE GMB union is balloting 
workers at food distribution 
giant Bidvest over a 
“derisory” pay offer. 

Bosses only offered 
workers a 0.8 percent pay 
increase this year.

The union is 
recommending that its 
members reject the offer and 
support strikes.

 London Met to face a 
boycott for axing reps
T H E  U C U  l e c t u re r s ’  
union’s Higher Education 
Committee (HEC) has 
unanimously agreed to 
back London Met branch’s 
request to “greylist” the 
university.

The decision, reached on 
Friday of last week, means 
that the union will issue a 
“censure” of the university.

Unless the university 
meets the union’s demands, 
an international academic 
boycott of the university 
could be initiated.

The demands include the 
reinstatement of victimised 
union reps Mark Campbell 
and David Hardman. 

They also include the aban-
donment of increased casuali-

sation and suspending the cur-
rent round of redundancies.

If the university fails to 
negotiate, the boycott will 
come into effect soon.
lPledge your support for the 
boycott at bit.ly/2diijA0

nLecturers at Hull College 
last week postponed a 
strike against compulsory 
redundancies after talks. The 
redundancies are set to affect 
up to 142 workers. Strikes 
were planned for this week 

CLEANERS AT the London School of Economics, employed by outsourced firm Noonan Ltd, 
held a protest on Friday of last week. They demanded the reinstatement of Alba Pasmino, 
who was made redundant with three days notice two weeks ago  Picture: Guy Smallman

CLEANERS

Let us go home to London, 
say tenants sent to Welwyn
TENANTS LIVING in 
Boundary House in Welwyn 
Garden City, Hertfordshire, 
are demanding to be moved 
back to Walthamstow, east 
London, by the council.

Some of them have been 
living with small children for 
up to two years in temporary 
accommodation they say is 

dirty and overcrowded.
Residents have called a 

protest outside the offices of 
the company contracted to 
maintain Boundary House, 
Theori Housing.
lDemonstrate, Friday 28 
October, 11am, outside Theori 
Investments, 840 High Rd 
Leyton, London E10 6AE

Durham TAs ready to fight
TEACHING assistants (TAs)
employed by Labour-run 
Durham County Council 
were waiting for the result 
of their strike ballot against 
pay cuts this week.

The council plans to sack 
all 2,700 of its teaching 
assistants by 31 December 
and rehire them on worse 
contracts that mean less 
money for more hours. 

Under the new contracts, 
TAs who work an extra 4.5 
hours a week will still face 
a 10 percent pay cut.

Those who remain 
on their present hours 
will see their pay fall by 
more than 20 percent.

After months of union 
inaction, TAs forced Unison 

to fight. The union’s general 
secretary Dave Prentis spoke 
at a TAs’ rally last week 
and afterwards pledged, 
“I will be back in Durham, 
joining the picket lines on 
the first day of industrial 
action and I know the whole 
of our union will give their 
support and solidarity”.

The strike ballot was 
the result of rank and file 
pressure on its regional 
and national leadership.

The TAs now need 
massive solidarity to win 
this very important fight.
lSend a solidarity message 
and requests for a TA to speak 
at your trade union branch to 
the rank and file committee at 
spartacusannie@gmail.com

COUNCIL SERVICES

HEALTH CAMPAIGNS

Norwich protest against ward’s closure 
AROUND 100 people 
marched through Norwich 
last Saturday against a 
hospital ward closure.

Managers plan to shut the 
Henderson Unit at the Julian 
Hospital, with the loss of  
24 beds. They claim that it’s 
necessary to “save” around 
£2 million for the local 
NHS trust—only a small 

proportion of £30 million of 
cuts demanded. 

Clive Lewis, Labour MP 
for Norwich South, slammed 
the closure as “short-
sighted” and “symptomatic” 
of bigger problems in the 
NHS.

“The unit was going to 
help with bed-blocking that 
we know we will experience 

through winter,” he said. 
The protest was organised 

by the NHS Norfolk Action 
Group.

Meanwhile, hundreds also 
marched in support of the 
NHS in Bristol last Thursday. 
The People’s Assembly had 
originally called the demo to 
support the junior doctors. 
Thanks to Tim Knight-Hughes

STUDENTS

Rent fighters take action
STUDENTS FROM several 
universities across the 
country were gearing up for 
a day of action this week 
over rents.

It was set for Wednesday 
this week, 2.30pm at Russell 
Square in London. 

The campaign won a 
victory in the last academic 
year at UCL in London when 

the university was forced to 
pay £1.2 million in subsidies 
to students’ rent. The 
campaign has spread to a 
number of other universities. 

Some 150 activists came 
together last month to plan 
coordinated action.
lFor more information about 
the campaign go to 
facebook.com/rentstriker/

EDUCATION

Mark Campbell on the picket line  Picture: Guy Smallman

Demo as trade deal stalls
HUNDREDS OF protesters 
marched in London last 
Saturday against the 
proposed Ceta trade deal 
between the European 
Union (EU) and Canada.

Protests took place in 
other cities around Europe—
including over 300,000 
people across Germany. 

Similar to the proposed 
TTIP trade deal with the 
US, Ceta threatens workers’ 
rights and public services. 

Corporations
It would allow corporations 
to sue governments for 
threatening their profits.

Like TTIP, Ceta now 
hangs by a thread 
after years of secret 
negotiations. 

Canadian prime minister 

Justin Trudeau had to 
cancel a planned trip to 
Brussels this month where 
he was meant to sign the 
treaty.

Every EU member state 
would need to sign it—but 
the regional government 
of Wallonia has blocked 
Belgium signing it.

It had been given just 
seven days to scrutinise 
the document. Walloon 
minister-president 
Paul Magnette said 
this timeframe was “an 
unacceptable violation of 
our democratic principles”.

His Labour-type social 
democratic party is under 
pressure from its left amid 
widespread anger at over 
2,000 layoffs by Caterpillar 
in the region.

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

Demo in London against Turkish repression
AROUND 200 Turkish and 
Kurdish activists and their 
supporters protested outside 
Downing Street last Saturday.

They were highlighting 
repression of workers and 
Kurds and the attacks on an 

independent media by the 
government of Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. He is using the 
failed coup in July to crack 
down on all his opponents. 

Marchers then joined the 
march for refugees (page 4). 

lSolidarity with People of 
Turkey conference, “Turkey 
after the failed coup and 
the battle for democracy”, 
Saturday 29 October, 10am, 
NUT headquarters, London.  
bit.ly/2dvdqCh

GLOBAL JUSTICE
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Southern rail strike
hits back at bosses
by ALISTAIR FARROW

RMT UNION members at 
Southern rail struck on 
Tuesday. It was the start of a 
further three days of action 
over safety and the role of 
guards.

Guards are fighting the 
dangerous driver only oper-
ation (DOO). This would 
reduce them to “supervisors” 
collecting fines and leave 
safety down to drivers alone.

Management have already 
tried to introduce a year’s 
“secondment” under the new 
deal. That would mean new 
starters having their safety 
role guaranteed for just a year.

Southern rail and its parent 
company Govia Thameslink 
Railways (GTR) has tried to 
claim that support for the 
strikes is weak. 

But the RMT union says 
that’s not true. “RMT dis-
putes the bogus figures on 
the number of staff working”, 
said RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash. “Our reps at all 
locations report that morale 
is high and that support for 
the strike remains rock solid.”

One  s t r i k ing  guard 
told Socialist Worker that 
management are getting des-
perate and that “There are 
unconfirmed reports of man-
agers without the Personal 
Track Safety (PTS) training 

scabbing on the strike.”
The National Pensioners 

Convention has supported the 
strikers, condemning GTR’s 
proposed changes as unsafe.

“Driver only trains that stop 
at unstaffed stations will be 
committing an offence under 
the Equality Act 2010, follow-
ing the findings of a ‘mystery 

traveller’ experiment carried 
out earlier this year,” it said.

A recent accident where 
conductors played a key role 
helping people to safety high-
lighted the need for an extra 
worker as well as a driver on 
trains. 

GTR have offered workers  
a “bribe” of an extra £2,000 a 

year to take on their new role. 
But “the safety of passen-

gers and staff is not for sale,” 
said Cash. 

The next strikes are 
planned for 3-5 November.
lJoin the Support Southern 
Conductors protest Tuesday 1 
November, 12.30pm, Old Palace 
Yard, Westminster.

RETAIL WORKERS

Firms face unexpected 
items in the equality area
WORKERS AT the Asda 
supermarket chain have 
won the first battle in a 
legal fight for equal pay. 

An employment tribunal 
has ruled that some 7,800 
workers can now bring a 
case against the employer. 

Asda had tried to argue 
that because workers 
were employed in different 
places their pay wasn’t 
comparable.

The workers bringing 
the claim are employed in 
Asda’s stores and claim 
they are paid £1 to £3 an 
hour less than workers in 
distribution centres. 

The workers bringing the 
claim are mainly women 
and the claim could have 
far-reaching implications 
for the rest of the 180,000 

people who work for the 
firm in Britain. 

It could also have 
implications for pay claims 
beyond Asda. 

A group of 400 workers 
at Sainsbury’s supermarket 
have a similar case.

nA GROUP of 17 workers is 
taking legal action against 
supermarket chain Tesco. 

They claim a recent across 
the board pay rise disguised 
a decrease in pay for unsocial 
hours from double time to 
time and a half.

Workers say the decrease 
represents a net pay cut 
for people employed on an 
hourly wage.

It is a similar claim to one 
being made by workers at 
Marks and Spencer.

STRIKERS AT London Victoria station Picture: Guy Smallman

Newsquest strikers set 
more dates for action
JOURNALISTS working on 
newspapers in south London 
struck for seven days from 
Thursday of last week.

In the middle of this action 
they agreed a further five 
day strike from next Monday.

They are fighting job cuts 
that could pave the way for 
similar attacks on workers at 
local papers across Britain.

Bosses at Newsquest 
South London have put their 
newsroom on redundancy 
notice. They want just 12 
reporters and four editors to 
produce 11 newspapers and 
eight websites. 

But the striking journalists 
from the NUJ union are 
determined to stop them.

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “We’ve had lots of 
support from journalists on 
other papers, politicians and 
the community.”

Journalists at the south 
London papers are already 

overstretched after jobs 
were slashed as part of a 
restructure last year. 

Another striker said, “It’s 
hard to be motivated when 
managers say your job isn’t 
important. We’ve been told 
that the articles are just 
information next to adverts.”

Newsquest bosses are 
ruthless and sneaky. 

They demanded strikers 
call off earlier action for 
talks at the Acas conciliation 
service.

But when the action was 
suspended, managers told 
officials they had nothing 
new to offer.

The NUJ has recently put 
in a national pay claim for 
Newsquest staff.
lMessages of support to 
campaigns@nuj.org.uk 
Donations to a/c 20143387, 
sort code 608301 and email 
bernardr@nuj.org.uk saying 
how much you have given.

Labour brings in the scabs
ANGRY STRIKING bin 
workers in Sheffield stepped 
up picketing on Monday in 
their second one-day walkout 
over pay after scabs were 
brought in from London.

Up to 80 GMB union 
pickets stopped scab wagons 
for a while outside the Veolia 
plant which is contracted by 
Labour-controlled Sheffield 
City Council. 

Workers are furious that 
scabs have been shipped 
in from Haringey council in 
London to break the strike at 
the Bernard Road depot in 
the city. 

The strike breakers 
travelled first class from 
London to Sheffield and were 

housed in one of the city’s 
finest hotels.

“It’s costing them more to 
pay scabs and put them up in 
hotels than it would to settle 
the dispute, but they want 
to weaken the union,” one 
picket said.

The union has called on 
the council to kick Veolia off 
the contract immediately.

GMB members are 
involved in a long-standing 
dispute with the company 
over their refusal to settle a 
pay claim. 

It is their second 24-hour 
strike in two weeks. 
Phil Turner 
l Messages of support to 
peter.davis@gmb.org.uk

BIN WORKERS

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

WORKERS AT the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission 
have voted overwhelmingly 
to strike over cuts.

Workers have been told to 
expect a 25 percent budget 
cut and possible compulsory 
redundancies. 

This follows a 70 percent 
cut since 2010.

The cuts would mean fewer 
caseworkers supporting victims 
of discrimination. 

PCS union general secretary 
Mark Serwotka said, “The 
commission spends hundreds 
of thousands of pounds on 
consultants while getting rid 
of low paid staff who support 
victims of discrimination.”

In a ballot, 82 percent of 
PCS members voted for strikes 
on a 65 percent turnout. 

Unite union members at the 
commission voted 100 percent 
for strikes.

Strike votes at rights body

THE SITES where Britain’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
are developed face strike 
ballots against an attack on 
workers’ pensions.

Bosses at the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment 
(AWE) in Burghfield and 
Aldermaston, Berkshire, aim 
to close the pension scheme 
of 4,000 workers.

AWE is privately-run 
but government-owned. 
The Ministry of Defence 
had promised pensions 
would be safe at the time of 
privatisation.

Instead the defined benefit 
pension scheme is to be 
replaced by a worse scheme.

The Unite union is 
balloting its 600 workers 
across both sites. Voting 
closes on Monday 31 
October.

Workers should vote yes.
Socialists oppose all 

nuclear weapons. But 
weakening workers’ unions 
and pensions does not help 
to beat the system that 
produces such weapons.  

JOURNALISTS

WEAPONS WORKERS LABOUR HISTORY FESTIVAL

Picketing in south London

WELL OVER 100 people 
came to the Barnsley 
Festival of Labour History 
organised by Barnsley trades 
council last weekend. 

The Festival celebrated the 
125th anniversary of our trades 
council being founded. 

We had speakers on 
working class resistance from 
the Yorkshire Rising of 1820 to 
the 1972 and 1984-5 miners’ 
strikes. 

We gave Ken Loach’s 1977 
TV film The Price of Coal its first 
public screening in Barnsley.

 Highlights included 
Anandi Ramamurthy’s talk 
on Asian youth movements 
in Yorkshire in the 1980s—
which finished with the links 
to the Rotherham 12 defence 
campaign today.

Participants also joined a 
Unison union demonstration 
in solidarity with the Kinsley 
3 cleaners on indefinite 
strike to defend their pay and 
conditions. We handed over 
£116 for their strike fund that 
was collected at the festival.
Dave Gibson
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  TRIAL HEARS OF  
 RACIST ABUSES  
by PHIL TURNER 

A PROSECUTION witness in 
the Rotherham 12 trial was 
pictured alongside a group 
of men doing Nazi salutes.

The photograph shows 
Leanne Allott next to her 
former boyfriend and other 
men who were sieg heiling. 

She told Michael Mansfield 
QC it was “just for fun”.

A group of Asian men 
known as the Rotherham 
12 are on trial at Sheffield 
Crown Court. 

They were charged with 
violent disorder following 
a counter-protest against a 
Nazi Britain First march in 
September last year. 

It followed a racist murder. 
Allott told the jury she 

had taken her young daugh-
ter to meet her father at the 
William Fry pub on the day of 
the protest.

She said she saw wood and 
stones being thrown towards 
the pub by Asian men outside 
chanting, “Whose streets? 
Our streets.”

About ten men were 
outside swearing but she 
claimed she never heard any 
racist abuse. She said she did 

not know that the men in the 
pub, including her daughter’s 
father, were associated with 
right wing groups. 

After being shown pictures 
of the Britain First demon-
stration she accepted that he 

and the other men attended.
Allott said she knew one of 

the men but not the others. 
Photographs showed her 
drinking with them. 

She said she did not 
know of the pub’s right wing 

reputation but agreed it was 
frequented by football fans 
known for violent behaviour.

Some of the men in the 
pub were later arrested and 
charged with violent disor-
der. Eight men, mostly from 

outside Rotherham, face trial 
later this year.

Prosecution witness Jason 
Mercer said police forced him 
and counter-demonstrators 
past the pub.

Men outside were shouting 

racist abuse such as, “Why 
don’t you fuck off home and 
go and fuck little girls you 
paki bastards.”

This was first directed at 
a group of Asian boys aged  
11 or 12 years old.

Mercer said he feared for 
their safety. 

He saw one man throw a 
bottle, then about ten men 
started throwing pint beer 
glasses into the crowd.

Mercer said, “I ran to get 
police attention because it 
had potential to turn really 
nasty. I was shouting and 
waving at them and they did 
not move.”

Asked what he thought of 
Nazi groups Britain First and 
Yorkshire’s Finest, Mercer 
replied, “They’re a bunch of 
right wing idiots.”

Another witness, Adil 
Hussain, said men outside 
the pub shouted racist abuse. 
He said they threw bottles at 
an Asian group, who were 
trying to defend people from 
attack.

The trial continues.

PEOPLE AT the Barnsley Festival of Labour History (see page 19) support the Rotherham 12  Picture: Dave Gibson 

EAST LONDON

 Activists rally for youth worker Zac who says police put him in a headlock
by ALISTAIR FARROW

AROUND 150 people 
crowded into the Arbour 
youth centre in Tower 
Hamlets, east London, on 
Friday of last week for a 
public meeting.

They came to show 
solidarity with Zac 
Hussein, a youth worker at 
the centre. 

A video circulated on 
social media appears to 
show two police officers 
holding Zac down. 

Another officer appears 
to say, “Why are you 
spitting at me” before 
advancing on Zac, putting 
him in a headlock and 

pulling him down. Shortly 
afterwards the video ends.

Zac says he did not spit 
at the cop.

The officer has not 
been suspended. The 
Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) is investigating the 
incident, but police are 
also investigating Zac.

Sue Williams, 
the borough police 
commander, said in a 
statement that officers had 
been on “routine patrol”.

“At 8.10pm the officers 
called for additional 
assistance,” she said. 

“One man was arrested 
on suspicion of assault 
on police and a section 

5 Public Order Act 
Offence. He has since 
been bailed.”

Zac told Friday’s 
meeting. “If I didn’t have 
video footage it would be 
my word against theirs.”

Tower Hamlets First 
councillor Rabina Khan 
told the meeting she 
had asked the borough 
commander to make 
a statement about the 
incident. 

“She emailed back an 
inflammatory response,” 
said Khan.

The IPCC is not fit to 
investigate the police. 

It emerged last week 
that irregularities with 
investigative procedures 

have led to the IPCC 
becoming the target of a 
criminal investigation.
Activists have called a 
protest in solidarity with Zac. 
Assemble Saturday 29 October, 
2pm, Altab Ali Park, London E1, 

nA VIDEO emerged last 
weekend that appears 
to show a police officer 
dragging a handcuffed  
13 year old across the 
ground in east London.

Katelynn Murphy King’s 
grandmother said, “She 
tries to get up and he just 
drags her like a piece of 
meat.”

The IPCC decided a 
Met internal investigation 
would be more appropriate 
than an independent one. The Tower Hamlets meeting last week  Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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