
 OPEN THE
 BORDERS
Why we say let the refugees in  >>Pages 3,4&5

FRENCH COPS push back a large crowd of refugees as they line up at a processing centre in the ‘jungle’ near Calais, northern France, as the 
mass expulsion from the camp began this week Picture: PA

HOW SUEZ KNOCKED 
OUT BRITISH EMPIRE

John Newsinger on the failed invasion of  
Egypt 60 years ago >>Pages 14&15

We expose the men 
carving up YOUR city

Alistair Farrow goes undercover at the
speculators’ convention >>Pages 10&11
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 NO TO CALAIS CLAMPDOWN SOUTH AFRICA

Student revolt 
grows despite 
cops’ repression
A STUDENT involved in 
the “fees must fall” protests 
in South Africa died after 
he was hit by a car last 
Thursday. Benjamin Lesedi 
Phehla was taking part in a 
road block after a march.

Police shot student leader 
Shaeera Kalla in the back 
with rubber bullets at Wits 
University in Johannesburg.
>>Page 8

TEACHING ASSISTANTS

Vote to strike 
at Labour-run 
Durham council
TEACHING assistants 
have voted by 93 percent 
to strike in Durham.

They could lose up to 
23 percent of their pay in 
a move Labour councillors 
claim is about “equality”.

Rank and file 
organisation forced 
reluctant union officials to 
act instead of surrender.
>>Page 7

ROTHERHAM 12

Nazis targeted 
town for racism 
and violence
FASCISTS TOOK part in 
marches in Rotherham to 
attack Asian people, a court has 
heard. A group of Asian men, 
known as the Rotherham 12, 
are on trial. They were 
charged with violent disorder 
following a counter-protest 
against a Britain First march.
>>Page 6
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lA LIB Dem request for 
information on foreigners 

recently arrested in Cumbria 
for sex offences revealed one 
Abyssinian, one from West 
Pakistan and one from the 
German Democratic Republic. 
West Pakistan ceased to exist in 
1970, Abyssinia in 1974, and East 
Germany in 1990.

Ukip candidates fall out over 
‘homosexual  donkey’ banter
THE UKIP leadership battle is 
underway and candidates are on 
the offensive—against each other. 
Suzanne Evans, Paul Nuttall, Raheem 
Kassam and John Rees-Evans had 
announced their plans to stand as 
Socialist Worker went to press.

Self-professed “unity candidate” 
Nuttall claimed he would “bring the fac-
tions together” in the party. Happily, the 
leadership battle seems to be deepening 
the divisions.

Evans attacked Kassam, who has 
pledged to “continue Nigel Farage’s 
legacy” if elected, for being “far right”. 
Former leader Nigel Farage said, “I 
won’t be voting for her.”

Farage stood down following the 
Leave vote in the European Union ref-
erendum. His successor, Diane James, 
resigned after 18 days.

Steven Woolfe had been expected to 
replace James. 

But he left the party after an “alterca-
tion” with Ukip MEP Mike Hookem left 
him hospitalised.

Ukip is in a quandary over which 

direction to go in. Evans wants Ukip to 
occupy the “centre ground” and appear 
less “toxic”. Others don’t want Ukip 
watered down.

As Farage put it, “Ukip is a radical 
political party and needs to go on being 
a radical political party.” For “radical” 
read “racist”.

Meanwhile Rees-Evans marked his 
leadership bid by apologising for previ-
ously claiming a “homosexual donkey” 

tried to rape his horse.
The “playful banter” was a “mistake” 

he said.
He made the comment in response to 

a question about whether some gay men 
prefer sex with animals.

After decades of racist scapegoating 
by mainstream politicians, Ukip still has 
worrying levels of support.

But anti-racists should celebrate their 
troubles.

l VIRGIN IS bragging that more than 
15,000 people have applied for 

78 vacancies to drive their new trains, 
claiming it’s a sign of their company’s 
popularity. If Troublemaker were them, 
we’d save the bragging to the interview 
stage. They’ll no doubt discover the 
applicants are regular passengers who 
think sitting in the drivers’ seat is the only 
way of ensuring they don’t have to stand.

Kelvin MacKenzie is 
provocatively stupid  
TREVOR Kavanagh writes 
in the Sun newspaper 
this week, “CHANNEL 
4’s Fatima Manji made 
a fool of herself by 
accusing my old editor 
Kelvin MacKenzie of 
discrimination after she 
wore a hijab to report the 
Islamist truck massacre 
in Nice”. 

He 
drones on, 
“Absurdly, 
Ms Manji 
claims 
she was 
‘singled out 
personally 
by Kelvin 
MacKenzie 
because of 
my religion’. 

In fact she singled herself 
out by dressing as she 
did. 

“She knew precisely 
what she was doing.”

Last week the press 
regulator IPSO ruled that 
Kelvin MacKenzie and the 
Sun did no wrong. 

And who is on the 
board of that 

esteemed 
body? Well, 
none other 
than Trevor 
Kavanagh.

lTo see how 
the Sun 

peddles lies 
over migrants 
go to  
bit.ly/2e3yCx2

Bosses want to 
privatise staff
PwC accountants  
boss Marcus Robinson 
told delegates at a Multi 
Academy Trusts (MATs) 
Summit that each school 
having its own back-
office functions was 
untenable and suggested 
an “exchange” model 
of services to “boost 
efficiency”. 

“Why can’t those 
MATs that already have 
good services be able to 
share those out to other 
MATs in a way that feels 
commercial, but in a way 
that generates a surplus?”

Parliament’s Public 
Accounts Committee 
reported that other 
schemes to share 
government back-office 
functions have been less 
than successful.

One saved  
£90 million—but at a cost 
of £94 million.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker
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Empty Virgin train

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It’s horrible’
Disgraced billionaire  
Philip Green says the collapse 
of retailer BHS has affected 
him and his family

‘The misery of 
dealing with this 
on a daily basis is 
not fun’
Green again

‘It was an honest 
mistake’
Green’s holding company 
Taveta Investments on the 
decision to sell BHS for £1

‘It’s difficult being 
a government 
minister’
Treasury minister Simon Kirby 

‘Incredibly 
boring’ 
Countess Raine Spencer, who 
died last week, on Karl Marx

‘Jeremy dying 
may be the only 
way out’
A Labour MP gets behind 
Corbyn

‘There are always 
going to be 
500,000 people 
in the country 
who are off the 
page nuts. They 
have all joined 
the Labour Party’
Another Labour MP shows 
their backing of the Labour 
Party’s growth

 Historic Bryn Estyn 
abuse cop convicted  
THE CONVICTION of 
former North Wales 
police inspector Gordon 
Anglesea for indecent 
assault against two 
teenage boys has been 
a long time coming. 

His conviction last week 
comes after that of John 
Allen, the former owner of 
Bryn Alyn and Bryn Estyn 
children’s homes in North 
Wales, who 
was convicted 
of a further 
33 offences 
against 
children. 

Both 
convicted 
men were 
arrogant 
and thought 
because of 

their powerful positions 
they could abuse 
vulnerable children at will. 

Anglesea said it 
was a conspiracy by 
the survivors so they 
could obtain money.

He won £375,000 
damages in 1994 over 
allegations that he had 
abused children during 
visits he made to the Bryn 

Estyn children’s 
home just 
outside 
Wrexham. 

A total of 
340 people 
have made 
contact with 
the Operation 
Pallial. Nine 
people have 
been convicted.

Kelvin MacKenzieChild abusing cop 

Ukip conference delegates  Picture: Guy Smallman

Mental health 
admissions up
TORY CUTS have led to 
a 72 percent rise in A&E 
admissions for mental 
health problems.

Hospital emergency 
units, with budgets 
already slashed to 
breaking point, had to 
deal with an extra 67,000 
psychiatric patients in 
2015.

When the Tories came 
to office in 2010, 92,948 
people visited A&E with 
psychiatric conditions. 
Last year the figure was 
160,450. The 72 percent 
increase far outstrips the 
26 percent rise in total 
A&E admissions for the 
same period.

Internet means 
we’re all toast 

IN THE “internet of 
things” age, even 
household items such 
as fridges are hooked 
up online. Flaws in this 
network of sentient 
appliances were exploited 
for a hack that shut down 
swathes of the web last 
week. Jeff Jarmoc, a 
security expert, said, “In 
a relatively short time, 
we’ve taken a system 
built to resist destruction 
by nuclear weapons and 
made it vulnerable to 
toasters.”



ANTI-RACISM

Activists 
organise 
solidarity
ACTIVISTS ARE organising 
in their workplaces, colleges 
and towns and cities to 
build on the 1,500-strong 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
conference that took place 
earlier this month. 

Trade unionists have been 
taking the message into 
their workplaces with stalls, 
petitions and badges. 

Liz, a Unison union 
member at Camden council 
in central London, helped to 
organise a lunchtime stall in 
her workplace. 

“We got permission from 
the council to do a union 
stall campaigning around 
racism,” she told Socialist 
Worker in a personal 
capacity. “We had seven 
union stewards doing it right 
by where people have to go 
for lunch. 

Collected
“People were really 
pleased to see the union 
campaigning around racism. 
They left their details and 
we collected £60 for the 
badges.”

Workers in Camden 
council planned to hold 
another stall this Tuesday. 

Sam, a health worker in 
east London, is building a 
Stand Up To Racism group 
in her workplace. “I got a 
core of people who want 
to get involved through 
doing stalls in the hospital 
canteen,” she told Socialist 
Worker.  

“Now we’re going for 
a workplace meeting and 
we’re also looking to link up 
with students in the area.”

Activists are also building 
local SUTR groups, with a 
number of areas planning 
public meetings.

Activities
Dozens of people met in 
Cambridge on Monday night 
and left enthused to hold 
local SUTR activities. The 
meeting was introduced 
by the Labour mayor of 
Cambridge and the leader of 
the council also came. 

In Cardiff activists held a 
local organising meeting last 
Thursday. 

Jeff Hurford from the 
group told Socialist Worker, 
“We had four people come 
off the back of the demo 
to let in child refugees 
last Saturday and they all 
wanted to help build the 
group.

“People have got involved 
in organising a music event, 
a rally and organising 
refugee solidarity.”
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

Solution to the refugee 
crisis—open the borders 
by SADIE ROBINSON 

AUTHORITIES IN France began 
removing migrants and refugees 
from the Calais “jungle” camp on 
Monday. Some 8,000 refugees, 
including 1,500 children and 
young people, are being thrown 
to the wind.

The figure is down from over 
10,000 refugees who were there in 
September. Some left ahead of the 
demolition.

But around 1,300 unaccompanied 
children remained in the camp—and 
the demolition puts them at risk.

Daniela is a volunteer in Calais with 
the group Help for Refugee Children. 
She told Socialist Worker, “It’s a com-
plete shambles. People are confused—
they don’t know what’s going on.

“Children are bound to disappear 
because of the lack of organisation, 
staff and information. And quite a 
few minors don’t have phones or a 
contact number.”

The Tories initially refused to 
enact the Dubs Amendment to the 
Immigration Act that would allow 
unaccompanied children into Britain. 
But pressure from anti-racist cam-
paigners has forced the government 
to accept some children.

Citizens UK estimated that around 
200 children have come to Britain 
from Calais in the past week. But the 
government has left many more at 
risk of harm.

Daniela said, “The British authori-
ties have not done much. Saying that 
some children have managed to cross 
is just not enough.

“All vulnerable children should be 
in Britain, and should have left Calais 
long before this. It shouldn’t be just a 
‘good amount’ so it’s covered by the 
media and we can pat ourselves on 
the back.”

Demolishing the Calais camp 
will not solve the refugee crisis and 
it’s not meant to. People have fled 

warzones and poverty in the hope of 
finding sanctuary in Europe. 

Western powers are responsible 
for much of the destruction that has 
created the crisis.

European governments have 
cracked down on refugees. This has 

not stopped people arriving—it has 
only forced them to take more dan-
gerous routes.

But it has encouraged racists 
and right wingers—who are now 
demanding even more repression  
(see page 5).

Many migrants in Calais want to 
come to Britain because they have 
family here or because they speak 
English. Others don’t want to stay in 
France because they’ve experienced 
racism there.

Why shouldn’t these people be 
allowed to come to Britain?

The Tories and those at the top of 
society try and scapegoat migrants 
for lack of housing, pressure on  
services and low pay. Migrants  
have caused none of these things.  

The real problem is Tory austerity 
and bosses’ attacks.

It’s the rich who are a drain on our 
resources, not migrants.

There is plenty of money to fund 
decent services, jobs and homes for 
everyone. 

And there is more than enough 
room and resources for refugees to 
be welcomed into Britain.

Socialist Worker believes that  
everyone should have the right to 
move freely across the world. We 
should demand that the government 
lets in all the refugees.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

REFUGEES ARE rounded up as cops clear the camp (above). Children 
have gone missing as a result of previous clearances (left)
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Debs Gwynn

Welcoming refugees and countering the fascists

IN BRIEF 
Clearances don’t deal with 
reasons people seek refuge
THE CLEARANCE of 
the Calais “jungle” 
won’t solve the 
refugee crisis. 

The camp grew 
out of the Sangatte 
centre, run by the Red 
Cross, which opened 
in 1999. It housed 
around 1,000 migrants 
outside Calais.

The British 
government attacked 
Sangatte, claiming it 
encouraged refugees 
to come to Britain. 

Closed
Nicolas Sarkozy, then 
France’s minister of 
the interior, closed 
Sangatte in 2002.

Refugees then 
built temporary 
accommodation or 
lived under bridges 
and in woods. 

Outside Calais an 
area they called the 
“jungle” began to 
emerge. 

There have been 
various “jungle” 

camps around Calais 
since then. Refugees 
set up camp and 
move elsewhere when 
the authorities close 
them down.

The authorities 
bulldozed one camp 
in April 2009. 

By July a new camp 
was set up.

Clampdowns 
don’t stop people 
from seeking refuge 

because they don’t 
deal with the reasons 
people seek refuge. 

Most of those 
in Calais come 
from wartorn, poor 
countries—including 
Syria, Eritrea and 
Afghanistan.

The clearance of 
Calais won’t help 
refugees. The real 
solution is to open the 
borders.

Sarkozy (left) at Sangatte in 2002 

‘We have to pressure the 
authorities to do more’
OVER 400 people 
demonstrated in Paris 
outside the interior 
ministry on Monday 
to support refugees 
and oppose the 
dismantling of the 
camp.

The New 
Anticapitalist Party 
(NPA) in France 
said, “As long as the 
borders are closed, 
whether at Calais or 
Ventimiglia (Italian 
border), migrants will 
end up in slums.

“The solution is 
freedom of movement 
and settlement for 
all.”

A group gathered 
to welcome child 
refugees arriving from 
Calais in Croydon, 
south London, on 
Thursday of last week.

Calais volunteer 
Debs Gwynn said 
campaigning has 
“definitely” made a 
difference. 

“It has put pressure 
on the authorities to 
do more,” she said. 
“It has shown that 
refugees are human 
beings.”

Fascists grab an opportunity
RACISTS AND right 
wingers have seized 
on the demolition 
to demand yet more 
repression.

Nicolas Bay from 
the fascist Front 
National said, “The 
solution to Calais is 
not the redistribution 
of such people, it is 
expulsion.

“The place for 
illegals is on flights 
out of France.”

Front National MP 
Marion Le Pen tried 
to blame migrants for 
poverty in France.

Around 100 fascists 
marched through  
the town of La Tour-
d’Aigues in Provence, 
southern France, 
in protest at the 
relocation of  
60 Calais refugees.

But around 
300 pro-refugee 
protesters opposed 
them on a counter 
demonstration 
organised to welcome 
the refugees to the 
town.

‘Shambolic’ 
clearout is a 
risk to child 
refugees 
French cops sow confusion and 
chaos with camp clearance—but it 
could have all been avoided

HUNDREDS  OF  r i o t  cops 
descended on Calais as the 
clearance of the refugee camp 
got underway this week.

Supporters and charity workers 
reported “lines of police” every-
where as refugees queued for hours 
in the cold to leave.

On Monday and Tuesday the 
media presented an image of calm 
in Calais. Le Monde newspaper 
wrote, “When, on Thursday or 
Friday, all the volunteer migrants 
will have taken the bus, only the 
ones who refuse to go will remain. 

“‘Then, we will be finished with 
the humanitarian operation,’ said 
one official. ‘The police operation 
will begin’.” 

Clare Moseley from the group 
Care 4 Calais was in the camp as 
the clearance began on Monday. 

She told Socialist Worker, “There 
was a massive crowd of people wait-
ing who had been stood around 
since 6am. Everybody was very 
tired, cold and hungry. Most of 
them were children.”

Vulnerable
The Help Refugees group said, 
“The most vulnerable group, the 
under 13s, were forced to remain 
in Calais amid all the confusion 
and chaos. Our latest census shows 
there are at least 49 unaccompanied  
children in the Calais camp who are 
13 years old or under. All are eligi-
ble under the Dubs Amendment for 
resettlement in Britain.”

Refugees living in shipping con-
tainers in the camp were evicted on 
Monday and unaccompanied chil-
dren were supposed to take their 
place. 

But minors living in the contain-
ers were also asked to leave. Some 
were told to queue up to register to 
be sent back to the containers. 

Others were told registration had 
stopped for the day. 

Help Refugees said this was 
“extremely distressing and confus-
ing” for children.

All of this could have been 
avoided if the Tories had allowed 
refugees into Britain. Debs Gwynn 

is a teacher and NUT union member 
volunteering in Calais to sup-
port refugees. She told Socialist 
Worker, “The British government 
has dragged its heels.

“Some children could now end 
up being placed with foster fami-
lies before they can join their own 
relatives.

“The government knew they 
were coming and should’ve done 
something about it earlier.”

Up to 1,000 children are expected 
to be housed in the shipping con-
tainers with little official support. 
Others may disappear in the chaos.

Christian Salome is president 
of the refugee aid L’Auberge des 
Migrants (Migrants’ Hostel) group. 

He said, “In the camp there are 
about 2,000 people who don’t want 
to leave” and want to keep trying to 
reach Britain. And French newspa-
per Le Monde reported, “We heard 
many refugees say they had not 
given up trying to enter Britain.”

Clare said many people in Calais 
didn’t want to leave the camp and 
had strong reasons for wanting to 
come to Britain. 

“The biggest reason is family 
ties,” she said. “If you lose your 
home and maybe some of your 
family, you have to go somewhere 
that is foreign to you. 

“It’s very understandable that 
you’d want to be with any remain-
ing family that you have.”

BACK STORY
The Dubs amendment commits 
Britain to taking in child refugees
lUnaccompanied children are 
at risk all over Europe and the 
clearance will put more at risk
lThe Tory government would 
rather spend money building 
bigger fences at Britain’s border 
than helping refugees
lOnly 200 child refugees have 
arrived under the Dubs deal
lIt’s time to step up the pressure 
on the Tories and fight to 
welcome refugees into Britain

PROTESTERS AT the French embassy on Monday  Picture: Guy Smallman

The Tories should let in the refugees
AROUND 150 people protested 
outside the French embassy in 
London on Monday night. 

It was called by Stand Up 
To Racism (SUTR) and Help 4 
Refugee Children in response to 
French authorities clearing the 
Calais camp.  

Mustafa Mohammed, a college 
student, told Socialist Worker, 
“I’ve come to say shame on the 
French government for what 
they’re doing in Calais.”

But many were also furious at 
the Tories for blocking refugees 
at Britain’s border in Calais. 

Roisin, a student from Queen 
Mary University of London, 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
government has the money to 
build a wall to keep refugees 

out so they’ve got money to let 
people in. There are enough 
resources for everyone—if the 
wealth was spread.”

Nahella Ashraf from SUTR 
told the crowd, “One in three 
people have done something to 
help refugees because people do 
care—unlike the government. 

“We need to build the 
biggest anti-racist movement 
this country has ever seen. 
We need local groups in every 
town and city to push back this 
government.”

Paula, a Goldsmiths College 
student, said, “I think they 
should open the borders—and 
we’ve got to come together in 
this country, defend refugees and 
say that they’re welcome.” Tory prime minister Theresa May

Get organised in your area
WEYMAN Bennett, 
co-convenor of Stand 
Up To Racism, said, 
“People don’t try to 
come here to claim 
benefits—they’re 
escaping hardship 
and horror.

“The horror is in 
leaving child refugees 
where they don’t have 
to be because of the 
idea that you have to 
chase Ukip votes. 

“We want the 
biggest possible 

demonstration on 
18 March in support 
of refugees and 
against Islamophobia, 
antisemitism and 
xenophobic attacks.

“We 
need to 
make sure 
our voices 
are heard. 
Join us—
take badges, 
stickers, 

organise in your 
colleges and areas.”
standuptoracism.org.uk

Weyman Bennett

Activist diary 
NOVEMBER
Islamophobia awareness month in 
association with Mend and  
the Muslim Council of Britain

SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER
St Andrew’s Day anti-racism 
march in Glasgow.
Go to stuc.org.uk

SATURDAY 3 DECEMBER
Demonstration at Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre, 
Bedfordshire. 
Called by Movement for Justice

SATURDAY 18 MARCH
Demonstrations in London and Glasgow
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

HEATHROW PLAN IS  
A FLIGHT OF FANTASY

 A 
NY EXPANSION of 
London airports is bad 
news for public health 
and the planet—and 
a third runway at 

Heathrow is perhaps the worst. 
But that’s what Tory prime 

minister Theresa May announced 
this week.

It could mean 220,000 more 
flights a year—and a 10 percent 
increase in Britain’s greenhouse 
gas emissions from aviation. 

Noise pollution for 300,000 
more people would increase the 
risks of heart attacks, strokes and 
dementia. 

We should remember that just 
15 percent of people in Britain 
take 70 percent of international 
flights. 

But like other environment 
wrecking infrastructure 
decisions—such as a new nuclear 
plant at Hinkley Point—big trade 
unions egged Theresa May on.

GMB national officer Mick Rix 
told May to “stop faffing”. 

Unite went to Downing Street 
begging her to “be bold and build”. 
They cited bosses’ figures saying it 
would create 180,000 jobs. 

It’s a betrayal of workers 
whose health and environment 
would be trashed. It’s also fantasy 

economics. Building the new 
runway would mean hiring 40,000 
workers—for a cost of almost 
£17 billion. 

Four times as many public 
sector jobs could be saved by 
using that money to reverse cuts.

The much higher number of 
jobs rest on assumptions of rapid 
growth of trade and investment.

It would be outrageous enough 
if bosses held back trade and 
investment until they got to jet all 
over the world. But it’s not true 
that lack of airport capacity is 
stopping investment.

Supporters insist they need 
more flights to Chinese cities 
such as Chengdu. But British 
Airways (BA) has a Chengdu 

service it is scrapping due to lack 
of demand.

The problems in the economy 
run much deeper and the case for 
expansion is much more shallow. 

Top bosses want to compete 
for flights with other “hub” 
airports in Europe. 

It’s an irrational race that builds 
up the total capacity far beyond 
anyone’s needs.

But it’s now ten years since 
New Labour announced a new 
runway.  There’s still another year 
of consultation before MPs even 
vote on it.

Divisions in the Tory party saw 
David Cameron cancel a new 
runway in 2010, then spend years 
trying to get it back on.  

That’s because Tory heartlands 
would be among those worst hit. 

Cabinet ministers Boris 
Johnson and Justine Greening are 
set to campaign against it. MP Zac 
Goldsmith has pledged to trigger 
a by-election. Five councils—
including Maidenhead in May’s 
own constituency—have hired 
lawyers to block it in court.

Our rulers are still far from 
confident they can make their 
runway dream a reality. Instead of 
helping them, we must make sure 
they never do.

CORBYN MUST REACH OUT
 J EREMY CORBYN’S trouncing 

of the Labour right in the 
leadership contest showed 

the potential to build a movement 
against austerity and racism. 

Thousands joined rallies across 
Britain to support Corbyn—and 
joined Labour because they see 
it as a socialist alternative. It’s a 
sign that hundreds of thousands 
have become radicalised and are 
interested in socialist ideas. 

It shows that deep-seated 
anger at austerity and the 
establishment can be pulled to 

the left as well as to the right.  
But Corbyn is under pressure to 
“unite” with the right. 

And former coup supporters 
have been brought back into the 
shadow cabinet. 

They show no sign of toeing 
the line.  When Corbyn speaks 
out in support of migrants the 
shadow Brexit minister Keir 
Starmer argues more immigration 
controls are needed. 

Nia Griffith, Labour’s shadow 
defence secretary, this week 
repeated that the Trident nuclear 

weapon system would stay—and 
called for action against Russia. 

Even for those who want to 
fight the right, there is a danger 
this great energy will be sucked 
into internal battles. 

But while Corbyn’s support has 
crystalised within Labour, it grew 
out of the movements outside. 

That’s where his strength lies. 
Mobilising cannot be episodic or 
only for election.  We need active 
campaigns over issues such as a 
£10 an hour minimum wage and 
to defend the NHS.  

Top bosses want 
to compete for 
flights with other 
‘hub’ airports  
in Europe 

‘‘ 

Marxism in Scotland 2016 
Ideas to change the world

A day of debate and discussion hosted by the SWP. Registration  
from 9.30am. Get tickets (£3/£5/£10) from Socialist Worker sellers  
or enquiries@swp.org.uk

Saturday 29 October,  
Renfield St Stephens Centre, 260 Bath Street Glasgow G2 4JP
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 Legal aid cuts boost  
 ‘bullies in society’
LEGAL AID reforms have 
put poorer women and 
children at greater risk of 
violence, according to a 
new report.

Other vulnerable groups 
include migrants and people 
with debt and housing 
problems.

The Justice Denied report 
looked at the impact of the 
Legal Aid, Sentencing and 
Offenders Act (Laso), which 
came into effect in 2013. 

It interviewed workers 
and representatives of 
various organisations in the 
justice sector.

One family court adviser 
said, “Children are being 
put at risk of suffering 
significant emotional abuse 
to fit a government agenda.” 

Sian Hawkins from 
Women’s Aid told the report, 
“We are seeing women 
and children having unsafe 
contact with perpetrators of 
domestic violence.”

Laso brought in higher 
domestic violence evidence 
criteria that many women 
can’t meet. 

The report showed that 
the number of domestic 
violence applications for 
legal aid fell by 16 percent 
between 2011-12 and 2015-
16.

Matt Foot from the Justice 
Alliance told the report, “A 
free reign has been handed 
to the worst bullies in society 
like the bullying employer, 
the bullying landlord, the 
bullying partner.”

 Brexit vote is linked  
 to cuts, says report
IMMIGRATION WAS not 
the key factor behind the 
vote to leave the European 
Union (EU), a new study 
suggests.

Researchers at the 
University of Warwick 
looked at the vote across 
380 local authority areas in 
the report, Who voted for 
Brexit? It found, “Fiscal cuts 
are strongly associated with 
a higher Vote Leave share”.

Distinct
It said, “Migration from 
predominantly eastern 
European countries had a 
distinct effect on voters”, 
but immigration in general 
did not. 

The report argues that 
even “drastic changes” in 

immigration patterns would 
have been unlikely to affect 
the referendum result. 

But it claims, “The 
analysis suggests that just 
a slightly less harsh regime 
of austerity could have 
overturned the result of the 
EU referendum.”

But the study doesn’t 
show that cuts caused the 
vote. 

Its correlations could be 
explained by the fact that 
cuts have hit poorer areas 
harder, and poorer people 
were more likely to vote 
Leave.

Worryingly, the report 
seems to bemoan the 
“chasm” between support for 
Ukip and its representation 
in parliament.

 Financial crises are  
 built into the system 
A “SALES culture” in 
retail banks was one of the 
central causes of the 2008 
financial crisis, according 
to a new report released by 
bosses’ research firm New 
City Agenda. 

The Culture of British 
Retail Banking report 
pointed out that, since 
2008, retail banks have been 
charged  
£38.5 billion in fines. 

And it argued that the 
problem has not gone away. 
“It is not unlikely that more 
bad news will come to light,” 
it said.

The report concludes 

that regulators need to be 
strengthened. But it said this 
would take “a generation” to 
have any effect.

One of the authors, 
Andre Spicer, accidentally 
pointed out that the problem 
is cyclical and part of 
capitalism. 

He explained how banks 
have reacted to financial 
crises over the last 300 
years. “What we found is 
that there would be a crisis, 
a public outcry, new laws 
would be put in place and 
then slowly over time these 
would be watered down,” 
he said.

 Nazis targeted Rotherham  
 to stir up racism, trial hears 
The ‘Yorkshire’s 
Finest’ group has 
links to fascist 
organisations such as 
the National Front, 
reports Phil Turner

NAZIS TARGETED a town 
where a grandfather was 
killed in a racist murder 
to stir up violence against 
Muslim families, prosecu-
tors have admitted.

A jury heard that fascists 
calling themselves Yorkshire’s 
Finest were known to take 
part in far right marches in 
Rotherham to violently attack 
Asian people.

A  g r o u p  o f  A s i a n 
m e n  k n o w n  a s  t h e  
Rotherham 12 are  on 
trial at Sheffield Crown 
Court. They were charged 
wi th  v io len t  d i sorder  
following a peaceful counter-
protest against a Nazi Britain 
First march in Rotherham in 
September last year.

Police have admitted 
that no special measures 
were taken on the day to 
stop violence breaking out 
at a “flashpoint” pub where 
fascists regularly gathered.

The court heard that a 
group of drunken fascists 
stood outside the William 
Fry pub being racially abu-
sive and threatening violence 
before attacking Asian men.

Notoriety
Super in tendent  S imon 
Wanlass was one of the com-
manders on the day. He said 
he had never heard of the 
pub, knew nothing about 
its notoriety and it had not 
been discussed at planning 
meetings. 

He said no formal dis-
persal plan for counter 

demonstrators had been 
agreed. He denied direct-
ing demonstrators along 
Mansfield Road and Wellgate 
towards the pub. 

Defence barrister Michael 
Mansfield QC asked him 
why the demonstrators were 
led “into an ambush by well 
known violent individuals.” 

Wanlass replied, “I can’t 
help with that.” 

He had been in charge of 
policing the Unite Against 
Fascism counter protest in 

All Saints’ Square. He denied 
“kettling” demonstrators 
there.

 Police had intelligence 
that the leaders of Yorkshire’s 
Finest would be at the gather-
ing, the court heard. 

The fascists deployed a 
known tactic of joining the 
march only to disappear in 
order to carry out attacks.

Sheffield Crown Court 
heard that the group was 
made up of veteran foot-
ball hooligans with links to 
fascist organisations. These 
included the English Defence 
League, the British National 
Party and the National Front.

In  a  l i s t  o f  agreed 
facts between prosecu-
tion and defence lawyers, 
Yorkshire’s Finest were 
described as racist and fas-
cist activists with a history of 

involvement in extreme vio-
lence. The jury was handed  
photographs from the group’s 
Facebook site, one of which 
shows a Union Jack with the 
words “We arrive, We fuck 
shit up, We leave”.

The court heard that 
the fascist group sought  
opportunit ies  to  carry 
out attacks on Asians and 
Muslims to give themselves 
a more militant image than 
other far right organisations.

Nazi  demonstrat ions 
were held 14 times between 
August 2014 and September 
2015. They created an atmos-
phere of fear and anxiety.

The trial continues.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

ROTHERHAM (above) saw 14 fascist protests between 
August 2014 and September 2015   

 Pictures: Darren FlinDers/Flickr anD chris Page/Flickr

 Join 19 November education march
STUDENTS AND lecturers 
will unite for education 
and march through 
London on Saturday 19 
November. They will be 
saying no to cuts, no to 
fees and no to debt.

The National Union 
of Students said, “The 
government is waging 
war on students and our 
education.

“Further Education 
colleges have been cut to 
the core, with huge job 
losses and course closures. 

“Tuition fees are rising 
and the government is 
forcing universities to run 
like businesses. Students 

are facing higher debt 
than ever before with 
maintenance grants and 
NHS bursaries scrapped, 
student loan terms 
changed and tuition fees 
set to reach £12,000 by 
2026.

“The government has 
ignored students and staff 
for too long—this has to 
stop.”

The march will have an 
international dimension. 

November will see 
protests to defend free 
education in 12 other 
countries—and the 
ongoing battle against fees 
in South Africa (page 8).Say no to fees—join the protest

REPORT ROUND-UP

FIGURE IT OUT
 40%  

of colleges and sixth 
forms in England could 
close due to Tory cuts

 17% 
real terms pay cut that 
college workers have 
suffered over the past five 
years 

 £12,000 
expected value of annual 
university tuition fees by 
2026
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TAs vote for 
strikes to 
stop pay cut 
in Durham
Rank and file pressure has forced 
the union to act against a huge 
attack, writes Raymie Kiernam 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS (TAs) 
have voted by 93 percent to strike 
against huge pay cuts being 
pushed through by Durham’s 
Labour-run council. 

Unison union stewards were set 
to meet this Wednesday to discuss 
the next steps. 

The union represents the over-
whelming majority of the 2,700 TAs 
in Durham. ATL union members 
also voted by 84 percent to strike.

The low paid, largely female 
workforce could see their pay 
slashed by up to 23 percent in 
a move Labour councillors have 
absurdly claimed is about “equality”. 

Megan, a Unison rep and a 
member of the rank and file teach-
ing assistants’ (TAs) committee, 
spoke to Socialist Worker. “I’m 
over the moon that TAs have had 
the courage and strength to stand 
up to these life-changing pay cuts,” 
she said. 

“I personally stand to lose £3,500 
a year but many others could lose 
£4,000 or £5,000.”

Amounts 
The council claims its attack only 
amounts to a 10 percent pay cut.

But that’s if TAs work an extra 
4.5 hours a week—those who 
cannot work more hours will lose 
thousands of pounds a year. 

Many TAs will be forced out 
of the job they love because they 
cannot afford to accept such drastic 
pay cuts and schools will lose very 
experienced staff. 

Labour thought its cuts plan 
would pass without opposition, but 
rank and file resistance has scup-
pered this. 

It has also forced union officials 
to act after they initially looked to 
be offering only surrender. 

Constant campaigning including 
a series of protests and rallies has 
pressurised officials into action and 
built a rank and file network across 
the county. 

The TAs’ campaign has also 
drawn in Labour Party members 
who are helping build wider public 
support.

Two weeks ago Durham Miners 
Hall was filled again with around 
400 TAs.

This time Unison leader Dave 
Prentis addressed their rally. He 
must ensure an urgent national 
appeal goes out to Unison branches 
for financial support and solidarity 
for the Durham TAs.

The teaching assistants will need 
the full backing of their union and 
the trade union movement against 
a council that has resorted to dirty 
tricks to ram through its attack.

“We’re not asking for a penny 
more,” said Megan. “The council 
has forced us into this and we’re 
determined to fight just to keep 
what we’ve got.”

TAs will maintain a protest out-
side Durham County Hall all this 
week with industrial action likely 
after October half term. Many 
TAs don’t just want token one-day 
action—they want the officials to 
lead and lay out a strategy to win.
Megan is speaking at the Unite the 
Resistance conference on  
12 November—see uniteresist.org 
Send messages of solidarity, 
donations to the fighting fund and 
requests for a TA to address your 
union meeting to  
spartacusannie@gmail.com 
 
 

On other pages...
Meet the men carving up your city 
>>Pages 10&11

DURHAM TAs marching on the Tory conference in Birmingham earlier this month  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

TRANSPORT 

Southern rail owners trouser millions 
in public money despite failed service
THE TORIES’ favourite rail 
firm stands to pocket another 
£48 million despite its woeful 
Southern rail service.

Bosses at Govia have stung 
track owner Network Rail, a 
public company, with the bill 
for fines for disruption it said it 
wasn’t responsible for. 

The company runs several rail 
franchises in Britain—and the 
bill covers all of them. 

But news of bosses grabbing 
tens of millions of pounds more 
in public money will anger 
passengers and workers.

Locked 
The company is locked in a 
bitter battle with Southern train 
guards, who struck for three 
days again last week.

It is also fighting other staff 
on its vast Govia Thameslink 
Railway contract for the Tory 
government.

Bosses have gone to war with 
rail unions to push through 
changes that attack jobs, safety 
and the unions. Passengers have 

endured mass cancellations and 
endemic delays, while bosses 
have tried to pin the blame on 
workers.

The Southern train guards, 
RMT union members, are set 
to strike again on 4 and 5 
November and drivers in the 
Aslef union are balloting for 
strikes over their own issues. 

This is a critical escalation 
against bosses’ plans. It could hit 
Southern hard and needs to lead 
to action as soon as possible 

The RMT is set to hold 
a national demonstration 
on Tuesday, 1 November, at 
Westminster’s Old Palace Yard 
from 12.30pm followed by a 
rally inside parliament.

BACK STORY
Whole of the north 
drowned as Atlantic tidal 
wave hits Britain
lCivilisation largely 
unaffected as normal 
people continue business 
as usual
lMotorways converted  
into ringroads to avoid 
devasted northlands
lJoy as Last of the 
Summer Wine villlage 
destroyed by landslide
lJoy as Last of the 

BUILDING FIGHTING 
UNIONS IN THE ERA 
OF JEREMY CORBYN 

Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church,  
235 Shaftesbury Ave, London WC2H 8EP

Saturday 12 November

Unite the Resistance conference 

11am—5pm

Speakers include lJohn McDonnell, shadow 
chancellor lMegan Charlton, Durham TA  
l Hannah Lawson, PCS National Museum 
Wales l Ian Hodson, BFAWU union president 

Pickets at Victoria station in London   Picture: Guy Smallman
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 Fees revolt  
 grows amid  
 repression  
 from cops 
South African authorities are trying 
to criminalise a wave of protests on 
campuses, writes Charlie Kimber 

A STUDENT involved in the “fees 
must fall” protests in South Africa 
died after he was hit by a car 
last Thursday. Benjamin Lesedi 
Phehla, a student at Tshwane 
University of Technology, was 
taking part in a road block after 
a march.

The driver who crashed into 
protesters is being investigated for  
culpable homicide.

Enraged that the protests against 
a fee rise of up to 10.5 percent have 
not gone away, the authorities are 
trying to criminalise the protesters. 

Police shot student leader 
Shaeera Kalla in the back with 
rubber bullets last week at Wits 
University in Johannesburg.

Kalla said from hospital, “At the 
time, we all had our hands up in the 
air and some of us were negotiating 
with police not to shoot at the group.

“I was shot 13 times in the back, 
at a very close range in a targeted 
attack on students.

She described how, while in 
“extreme pain” in the hospital’s 
emergency room, she “was greeted 
by three policemen who demanded 
I provide them with a statement”.

Heroic
The heroic protests need broader 
support to succeed. 

Students in the Keep Left social-
ist organisation issued a statement 
last week.

It said, “We stand firmly with the 
demands of the fees must fall move-
ment and the strategy to shut down 
our universities. 

“Students have been a lightning 
rod for the working class since 
the late 1960s and much more  
frequently since the turn of the cen-
tury. 

“Austerity measures have under-
mined access for black and working 
class students.

“These lessons of history are not 
lost on our ruling class, which fears 
that student struggles may encour-
age a wider uprising. 

“The neoliberal offensive was 
never limited to education. The state 
and the government are determined 

to push through the harshest auster-
ity programme with the forthcoming  
mid-term budget. 

“They need to fend off any 
attempts to blunt their offensive. 
The new student movement pre-
sents a clear and present danger to 
this strategy. 

Crudely 
“This is why they are intent on 
crudely cutting off the heads of our 
new student movement. 

“We appeal to the student mili-
tants to keep the fight going—but 
if the fight is to survive, we have to 
extend it. We have to call on organ-
ised workers and trade unions to join 
us in open civil disobedience.  

“As students our power is a potent 
spark. But it can be extinguished if 
we don’t campaign for real solidar-
ity among those who have the power 
to bring the economy, and the entire 
rotten system, to its knees.”

The government is facing a 
deep political crisis. President 
Jacob Zuma and the ruling African 
National Congress are reeling after 
a series of election defeats and 
scandals.

The Numsa metalworkers’ union 
said this week, “Our students are 
being shot, killed and injured 
because they are simply demanding 
the right to free education!”

It is time for united action.

More online...
Keep Left statement on protests 
bit.ly/2dBBqVZ

BACK STORY
Student protests have rocked 
the South African state
lPolice have responded brutally, 
the latest death is a consequence 
of the state’s response
lStudents have appealed for 
workers to join the struggle
lTo win, the movement must 
broaden its organisation and 
demands

SHAEERA KALLA confronts police. She was one of a group of students shot with rubber bullets  

EGYPT

Housing protests are sign of the deep 
political and economic crisis in Egypt
by ANNE ALEXANDER 

A SPONTANEOUS demonstration 
by up to 1,000 people in the 
Egyptian city of Port Said last 
week brought frustrations over 
the country’s social crisis onto the 
streets.

The protest erupted after the 
Housing and Development Bank 
suddenly demanded an additional 
deposit from people who had 
signed up to a scheme offering low 
income housing.

Hundreds of demonstrators 
gathered outside the governor’s 
offices in the coastal city, chanting, 
“No to the bank”. 

Brutal
Protests on this scale are now 
rare in Egypt, and the authorities’ 
response was rapid and brutal. 

The local security chief, General 
Zaki Salah al-Din, called on the 
demonstrators to leave or face 
arrest.

Minutes later, armoured cars 
ploughed through the crowd 
and the security forces rounded 
up dozens of people, including 
women and young children.

Despite the crackdown, there 
are signs of growing resistance 
from workers and the poor to the 
regime’s efforts to make them pay 
the price for its economic failures. 

Subsidised supplies of key 
commodities keep running out.

Nearly 90 percent of Egyptians 
are eligible to buy basic goods 
including food and medicine at 
subsidised prices.

A rash of strikes and attempted 
strikes over the last few months 
points to growing anger from 
below. 

Leading
Cairo bus drivers called for a strike 
at the beginning of the new school 
year. The police swooped in to 
arrest leading activists from the 
garages. 

This followed a sit-in by workers 
at the Nasr Industries coke plant 
in Helwan and a strike by 3,000 
ceramics workers in August.

The regime’s financial difficulties 

have increased recently as money 
and fuel from the Gulf states which 
bankrolled president Sisi’s counter-
revolution has begun to dry up. 

Saudi oil deliveries were 
suspended earlier this month, 
prompting panic as government 
officials scrambled to find 
alternative suppliers.

The regime has turned to 
international lenders, securing 
agreement from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a  
£10 billion loan in August.

The IMF’s prescription for the 
Egyptian economy will do nothing 
to ease pressure on the poor. 

Its neoliberal policies promote 
more austerity and cuts to basic 
services.

Some 1,000 protested in Port Said despite cops’ warnings to stay away
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End causes of 
refugee crisis
WE SHOULD call for all 
refugees to be allowed 
into Britain. But we need 
to go further.

Pointing out that 
ending the refugee crisis 
means reversing the 
effects of capitalism 
and imperialism will be 
tough. 

But isn’t that what 
being a socialist is all 
about? 

Hugh Parsons
Swansea

Poverty sees 
lives cut short
SHOCKING new 
statistics show that 
women in Tower 
Hamlets in east London 
have the lowest “health 
expectancies” in Britain. 
They can only expect 
to live in good health 
to 56.

That’s 15 years less 
than women in wealthy 
Richmond upon Thames.

Tower Hamlets isn’t 
just bad for women. 
The borough also has 
the lowest male life 
expectancy of all London. 

This is no accident—
it’s down to working 
class people growing up 
and living in poverty. 

Martha Jones 
Tower Hamlets 

Skinheads 
were violent 
DON LETT’S BBC Four 
documentary on the 
skinhead subculture 
(Socialist Worker, 19 
October) was seriously 
flawed.

Letts tried to pass off 
the 1960s phenomenon 
as a harmless music and 
fashion trend, similar to 
the earlier “mods” and 
“rockers”. 

I lived though those 
skinhead days—it was 
all about violence and 
nothing else. I will never 
have any nostalgia for 
the late 1960s. 

Stan Bailey
Southwick, West Sussex

There are two 
evils in US 
HAVING TURNED a blind 
eye to extreme right 
views for years the US 
establishment—including 
Democratic candidate 
Hillary Clinton—are 
getting the kick-back. 

After the election, 
the US left needs 
to build a serious 
“Neither Republican nor 
Democrat, but Socialism 
from Below” movement.

Dermot Smyth
Chesterfield

‘We dug through the night 
to help people in Aberfan’
THE ABERFAN disaster of 1966 
happened on a Friday (Socialist 
Worker, 19 October), and 
broadcasts told people to keep 
away. But by the Saturday evening, 
they’d put out an appeal for 
people to relieve those who were 
there. 

I got there by around 7pm and 
my brother Eric and his friend had 
come from Glynneath. 

We worked through the night, it 
was a slog digging through the 
collapsed slag heap. 

We were trying to keep the 
drainage ditches clear, because all 
the pipes had burst and water was 
coming down. 

There were one or two bodies 
recovered that night. 

At 7am the Civil Defence leader 

wanted the tip and the disaster 
scene cleared. 

Some people were doing stuff to 
finish off, I was standing having a 
cup of tea.

He came on the loudhailer and 
said if we didn’t leave immediately, 
we’d be forcibly removed.

I did not take kindly to that 
fellow. 

To speak to people who’d been 
helping all night like that was 
pretty low. 

A lot of people in South Wales 
knew someone who was affected. 
The mother of one of the teachers 
at the junior schools worked in my 
wife Gwyneth’s hair salon. 

He managed to get half his class 
out, but the other half didn’t make 
it. The poor guy had a total 

breakdown eventually. 
Since then a lot of what people 

had been saying about the causes of 
the disaster have been confirmed. 

The National Coal Board (NCB) 
had the information and ample 
warning, they just did not act upon 
it. There had been tip collapses 
before. 

The chair of the NCB was Lord 
Alf Robens, who’d also been a 
Labour MP and shadow minister, 
before he joined the Conservative 
Party in 1979.

The NCB was guilty, but no one 
ever suffered for it or was 
prosecuted. It’s just a shame it was 
a Labour government that let it 
happen. 

Ronald Evans
Aberdare, South Wales 

Remember 
Poland ‘56  
DURING 1956 there 
weren’t only important 
developments in Hungary, 
but in Poland too (Socialist 
Worker, 19 October).

It all started in the 
western city of Poznan on 
28 June. Workers in the 
biggest factory, Zispo 
(Cegielski), struck for wage 
increases and better 
working conditions. They 
went onto streets with 
banners saying, “We want 
bread and freedom”. 

Workers from other 
factories joined in. An 
enormous crowd gathered 
in the square outside 
Poznan’s city hall. From 
there protesters rushed to 
prisons, freed many 
prisoners and grabbed 
some firearms. 

Others moved on to 
attack a secret police 
headquarters. Armed 
workers also clashed with 
the police. 

The same morning 
Poland’s Stalinist 
government sent in army 
units to drown the uprising 
in blood. In the afternoon 
tanks and soldiers entered 
Poznan and soon 
established full control of 
the streets. But sporadic 
clashes were still taking 
place on 30 June. 

The uprising was just a 
beginning. 

In October 1956 workers’ 
councils sprang up across 
the country and the 
“reformist” Communist 
Party leader Wladyslaw 
Gomulka was brought to 
power. 

Poland only narrowly 
avoided Hungary’s fate—an 
armed Russian intervention. 

Polish workers stood in 
solidarity with their 
Hungarian comrades, 
fighting against the same 
Stalinist oppression. 

Jacek Szymanski
North London

Barking up 
the wrong 
tree in Haiti
HAITI IS often held up as 
the worst case of 
deforestration in the world.

But Peter Wampler, a US 
professor, has published 
new research that shows 
this is not the case.

Wampler’s findings 
haven’t gained much 
traction. That’s because 
they don’t fit the dominant 
narrative that 
overpopulation and poverty 

cause deforestation. This 
blames the poor for 
environmental destruction. 

Sometimes there is a 
correlation between poverty 
and deforestation, but that 
doesn’t prove causation.

Haiti does have problems 
of deforestation, but that’s 
because its resources have 
been ruthlessly exploited by 
wealthy firms and countries. 

Katherine  West
Salford

I had to show passport 
when I was pregnant 
WHEN I was pregnant in 
New Zealand and seeking 
treatment in a public 
hospital, the receptionist 
informed me she was 
calling the immigration 
department (Socialist 
Worker, 19 October). 

I showed her my 
passport as a citizen. No 
one else had to, but I 
thought I was being helpful. 
But she tried to deny me 
treatment anyway. 

After looking at my 
passport she suddenly flew 

into an uncontrollable rage 
and had to be restrained by 
a colleague. 

The atmosphere turned 
from a patient-carer 
relationship to a criminal-
punisher one based on my 
skin colour alone. I don’t 
know if New Zealand even 
had a requirement for such 
checks. The documentation 
is only secondary when 
these attitudes are 
institutionally encouraged.

Name provided
 Australia

Just a 
thought...

Deforestation in Haiti
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MEET THE MEN
CARVING UP
YOUR CITY

Alistair Farrow goes undercover 
at speculators’ convention

‘Private firms are interested in protecting profits. One 
way to do this is by holding onto land, not developing it.’

W
E ARE “interested 
in working with 
anybody who’s 
got money and we 
don’t really care 
where it comes 

from”. So said Sir Edward Lister, 
chair of the government’s Homes 
and Communities Agency, who also 
happens to consult for real estate 
giant CBRE. 

He was addressing an invitation-
only meeting at the Mipim property 
fair last week.

This year’s fair was the biggest ever. 
Over 4,000 property bosses descended 
on Kensington Olympia in west 
London looking to stitch up deals.

Local authorities and firms rented 
stalls to attract potential suitors, at a 
minimum cost of £3,645. 

An individual ticket costs over 
£600—but Socialist Worker snuck 
in for free. At one stall heavy with 
cheese and wine, marketing execu-
tive Mark Wing told Socialist Worker 
how the deals are done. 

“We’re involved in bringing parties 
together, marketing areas to attract 
the right kind of people to them,” he 
explained.

“We brand local authorities, indus-
tries and areas to make them attractive  
to investors.”

Next Socialist Worker shuffled 
through a back door into an invite-
only “investors meeting”. There, 
bosses demanded the government do 
more to “risk-proof” their investments 
in the wake of Brexit.

“One of the things that attracts 
people to the UK is the relative sta-
bility,” said John Slade, CEO of BNP 
Paribas Real Estate in the UK. “But pop-
ularity is more important to politicians 
than the future of our businesses.”

Min i s te r  fo r  communi t i e s  
and local government Sajid Javid 
did his best to foster his popularity  
among his friends in international 
finance at a behind-closed-doors 
“investors breakfast”. 

“The government remains abso-
lutely committed to ensure that the UK 
remains one of the most open places 
for investment,” he said.

It wasn’t enough for the crowds of 
property speculators.

Capita boss Richard McCarthy 
joined the chorus of free marketeers 
pleading with the Tories to hold their 
hands through the choppy waters of 
Brexit.

“Without de-risking, people will 
not put their money on the table,” 
he whinged. “People will not knock 
buildings down and build new ones.”

Bosses know that the economic 

recovery since the financial crash of 
2008 has been weak—and are scared 
of risking their money. 

Javid stressed that the Tories are 
committed to providing “investment 
opportunities” to their mates. But 
there are debates at the top of soci-
ety about how to do this.

The Tories see infrastructure  
projects like HS2 and Crossrail as 
opportunities for bosses to cash in. 
The state foots the bill for construc-
tion, then firms jump in to develop 
the areas around new transport links.

HUB is one of those firms. Its man-
aging director Steve Sanham told one 
meeting, “We’ve been successful by 
identifying parts of London which 
are soon to benefit from infrastruc-
ture upgrades.”

When asked why the firm was 
developing in Abbey Wood, east 
London, he said, “It’s at the end of 
the Crossrail and Crossrail is an abso-
lute game changer.”

Socialist Worker gained access to 
another invitation-only meeting by 
virtue of getting there early to eat the 
free biscuits. 

Bosses were arguing about how 
best to push the market further into 
housing and to loosen planning con-
trols. It is not an answer to the crisis.

Lister claimed that last year was 

the best year for housebuilding on 
record, yet just 140,000 homes were 
built.

In 1968 some 425,000 homes were 
built, over 180,000 of which were 
local authority homes. Mass council 
house building is proven to be the 
best way to house people. 

Private firms are only interested in 
protecting their profits.

One way they do this is by holding 
onto land rather than developing it, 
in order to push up prices. Bosses at 
Mipim protested their innocence.

Liz Peace is chair of the Curzon 
Urban Regeneration Company, which 
has overseen regeneration around 
Birmingham’s proposed HS2 station.

She claimed, “Housing companies 
do not land bank. Once they’ve bought 

the land they want it developed.”
But the nine biggest construction 

firms are sitting on land which the 
Guardian newspaper estimated could 
be used to build 600,000 homes.

John Slade was blunt about it. “If 
supply is going down, then that’s good 
news for investors,” he explained.

But it’s not good news for the hun-
dreds of thousands of people in Britain 
on waiting lists for council housing.

While ordinary people face cuts, 
there’s plenty for the housing vultures.

Chief Executive of the Regeneration 
Investment Organisation Tony 
Danaher summed up the govern-
ment’s position. “We’d take money 
off the devil,” he said. 

“The fact is we don’t need to. 
There’s a wall of capital available.”

We’d take money 
off the devil, the 
fact is we don’t 
need to. There’s a 
wall of capital 
available 
Tony Danaher 
Regeneration guru

‘‘ 

‘We can work with’ the 
politicians in Whitehall
THE DEPARTMENT for 
Communities and Local 
Government released its annual 
report into social housing selloffs 
as Mipim got underway. 

Of the 21,992 dwellings sold 
over the past year, 12,557 were 
sold by local authorities and 9,435 
by housing associations.

The local authorities figure is 
a 1 percent increase on last year. 
The housing association figure 
represents an 18 percent rise.

CEO of Notting Hill Housing 
Group Kate Davies told a meeting 
at Mipim, “Many housing 
associations are now developers. 
We’re making £120 million a year 
from selling homes to the private 
sector.” The government is giving 
housing associations less money 
for building one property. 

“In 2004 it was £150,000,” 
Davis said. “Now it’s about 
£20,000.” This pushes housing 
associations to increasingly behave 
like private companies, reinvesting 
profits made from selling housing 
into their businesses.

The Tories’ Housing and 
Planning Act will accelerate 
privatisation. It forces local 
authorities to sell off council 
housing. The proceeds will be used 
to encourage housing associations 
to extend Right to Buy.

The government is bullying 
local authorities and county 
councils to accept redevelopment 
deals. As Sir Edward Lister 
crowed, “At the Homes and 
Communities Agency we now 

just bypass these authorities that 
aren’t redeveloping.”

Lister explained how councils 
can push through redevelopment 
projects. “It doesn’t actually 
matter if you don’t own all of the 
land if you’re a local authority,” 
he said. “You just need the 
willingness to acquire it and the 
commitment to get there.”

He bragged, “We’re linked to 
all the government departments, 
DCLG, the Treasury. We can draw 
on all these people and can pull 
the strings.”

Tony Danaher agreed. “We have 
a group of politicians in Whitehall 
we can work with,” he explained.

But where residents are 
organised they can throw a 
spanner in the profit machine.

Notting Hill is the developer 
of the Aylesbury estate 
“regeneration” project in 
Southwark, south London. 

“The council did a very good 
job replacing all the social 
housing with social housing in 
addition to other tenures,” said 
Davis. 

Except that isn’t what 
happened. Notting Hill is set 
to increase social rents if the 
redevelopment goes ahead.

“It’s a 20-year scheme, and on 
top of that we’ve got delays,” she 
said. “The secretary of state has 
stopped the council buying out 
leaseholders.”

This refers to the DCLG’s 
decision to overturn some of 
the compulsory purchase orders 
(CPOs) on the Aylesbury.

Jerry Flynn from the 35 percent 
campaign told Socialist Worker 
the decision is significant. 

“It’s been a great shock to the 
council,” he said. “They’ve been 
using CPOs as a stick to beat 
leaseholders with. 

“The decision could have far-
reaching consequences.

“Southwark council should 
reconsider the Aylesbury 
regeneration before it goes any 
further. There should be an 
immediate halt on the demolition 
while it does that.”

Homes for whopping rents are 
the new way to make big bucks
FIRMS ARE falling 
over themselves to 
muscle in on the 
soaring private rental 
market. 

According to 2015 
research from Paragon 
PLC the private rented 
sector (PRS) has 
“more than doubled 
since 2001 and is now 
the second largest 
housing tenure”. 

Its report added, 
“PRS is now home 
to 4.9 million 
households.”

The increase is 
largely because 
council housing has 
been gutted and the 
majority of people 
can’t afford to buy 
their own homes. 

But bosses and 
investors think that the 
change in numbers is 
down to the market 
reflecting what people 
want.

Tory policy for 
housing focuses on 
getting people to 
buy houses. But this 

ideological drive is out 
of sync with the needs 
of capital.

As one investor 
told Tory Sajid Javid, 
“What’s making 
life difficult for us 
as investors is this 
fixation on home 
ownership.” 

More firms are 
ploughing capital into 
building blocks of flats 
for rent. 

It’s more profitable 
in the long term than 
selling developments 
on quickly. 

One US investor 
obligingly explained to 
Socialist Worker how 
big international firms 
are looking to invest in 
Britain. 

“International funds 
want to buy large units 
but there’s a problem 
with how ownership 
has developed in the 
UK,” he said.

The Right to Buy 
policy of selling off 
council homes has 
created more mixed 

tenure housing areas. 
This means the 

prospect of large-
scale renting is more 
complicated here than 
in countries such as 
Germany.

There, private 
renting is the norm. 
Investment firms and 
pension funds can 
buy, sell and build 
whole blocks as long 
term investments.

Dan Wilkinson from 
the Generation Rent 
campaign told Socialist 
Worker that the market 
isn’t offering any 
solutions. 

“In theory, 
investment in new 
homes to rent should 
be better,” he said. 

“The problem is 
that the government is 
subsiding this instead 
of investing in social 
housing.”

Liz Peace was 
candid about why 
funds invest in PRS. 

“They do it to make 
money,” she said.

We’re linked to all 
government 
departments and 
we can pull strings 
Sir Edward Lister

‘‘ 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

DERBY
Capitalism versus the 
climate—why won’t 
our rulers act?
Thu 3 Nov, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
DE22 3BL
ESSEX
Fighting the rise of racism
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, Chelmsford,
CM1 2QL

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 2 Nov, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
October 1917—ten days 
that shook the world
Thu 3 Nov, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
From Black Power to Black 
Lives Matter—a rebel’s 
guide to Malcolm X
Wed 9 Nov, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Capitalism versus the 
climate—why won’t 
our rulers act?
Thu 3 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Marx’s theory of history
Thu 3 Nov, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
US elections—is 
Hillary Clinton the 
lesser of two evils?
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BURNLEY
Is fascism on the rise again?
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Bob Marley—roots, 
reggae and revolution
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue (off 
Clarendon Rd), CB2 8DB
CARDIFF
Hinkley Point—why nuclear 
power is not the answer
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
A rebel’s guide to 
Antonio Gramsci
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
COVENTRY
Capitalism versus the 
climate—why won’t 
our rulers act?
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DUNDEE
Socialists and the 
European Union
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
Syria—revolution,  
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
EXETER
From Black Power to Black 
Lives Matter—the fight 
against racism today
Thu 3 Nov, 6.30pm, 
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St, 
EX4 6AW
HUDDERSFIELD
How Jews resisted the Nazis 
in the Second World War
Wed 2 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
The Paris Commune—
when workers took power
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd, HU6 7RZ

LANCASTER
US elections—is 
Hillary Clinton the 
lesser of two evils?
Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Capitalism versus the 
climate—why won’t 
our rulers act?
Thu 3 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
After Corbyn’s 
re-election—how do we 
fight for socialism?
Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Lane, L1 3BT
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Fighting Islamophobia 
and the Prevent agenda
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove, W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Pamphlet launch: 
Syria—revolution,  
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Wed 2 Nov, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: HACKNEY
Syria—revolution,  
counter-revolution 
and civil war 
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd 
(corner Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Black Lives Matter—police, 
racism and the state
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA

LONDON: NEWHAM
The Black Jacobins—Haiti’s 
revolution against slavery
Wed 2 Nov, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTHWARK
Theresa May, Hillary Clinton, 
Angela Merkel—do women 
in power make a difference?
Thu 3 Nov, 7pm, 
Room 6, Peckham Pulse, 
(near Peckham Library),
SE15 5QN
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Can Theresa May 
save the Tories?
Wed 2 Nov, 7pm, 
Oxford House, Derbyshire St  
(opposite Bethnal Green 
Rd Tesco), E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Capitalism and 
species extinction
Wed 2 Nov, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
80th Anniversary of 
Cable Street—how we 
broke Mosley’s fascists
Thu 3 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MEDWAY
No to grammars—what sort 
of education do we want?
Thu 10 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, Chatham,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Capitalism versus the 
climate—why won’t 
our rulers act?
Thu 3 Nov, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
The case against Trident
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Why is capitalism 
addicted to fossil fuels?
Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
What is imperialism?
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Islamophobia, the burkini 
ban and a woman’s 
right to choose
Thu 3 Nov, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
POOLE
The burkini ban and the 
rise of Islamophobia
Thu 10 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St, BH15 1DB
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Bring down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 3 Nov, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
How can we end the 
housing crisis?
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

SWANSEA
What is imperialism?
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
YORK
Hungary 1956—when 
workers seized control
Wed 2 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BRISTOL
Confronting the 
rise in racism
Speakers: Marvin Rees, 
Mayor of Bristol, and others
Thu 3 Nov, 7.15pm, 
Broadmead Baptist Church,
1 Whippington Court,
BS1 3HY. 
Organised by Stand 
Up To Racism
MANCHESTER
Confronting the 
rise in racism
Speakers: Rebecca Long Bailey 
MP, Gus John and others 
Sat 29 Oct, 2.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS.
Organised by  
Stand Up To Racism
BIRMINGHAM
Confronting the 
rise in racism
Wed 2 Nov, 7pm, 
Priory Rooms, 40 Bull St,
B4 6AF.
Organised by Stand 
Up To Racism
DORCHESTER
After the Stand Up To 
Racism conference—
fighting Islamophobia today
Sat 5 Nov, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, 
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Portrait of Palestine
With Tim Sanders and friends
Tue 29 Nov, 6-9pm,
Four Corners Gallery,
121 Roman Rd, London, 
E2 0QN.
Entrance £10 including 
refreshments
NATIONAL
National Libraries, Museums 
& Galleries demonstration
Sat 5 Nov, 12 noon, 
The British Library,
96 Euston Rd, NW1 2DB. 
Backed by Unison, 
Unite and PCS
Educational trip to 
Krakow and Auschwitz
Thu 3 Nov, 8am.
uaf.org.uk 
National demo—United 
for Education
Sat 19 Nov, 10am, 
Central London,  WC2E 9RZ.
Organised by NUS and UCU.
Marxism 2017
6-9 July 2017,  central London. 
Hosted by the SWP
SCOTLAND
Marxism Festival 
Scotland 2016
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s,
260 Bath St, 
G2 4JP
Hosted by the Socialist 
Workers Party

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 30 Nov, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

BRISTOL
Wed 23 Nov, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue (off 
Clarendon Rd),CB2 8DB

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
Thu 24 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Lane, L1 3BT

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 30 Nov, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra 
Rd, facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP

LONDON: EALING
Thu 3 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd, W5 2RE

LONDON: NORTH
Wed 23 Nov, 7.45pm, 
Kurdish Community Centre,
11 Portland Gardens, N4 1HU

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Thu 1 Dec, 7pm, 
Oxford House, Derbyshire St  
(opposite Bethnal Green 
Rd Tesco), E2 6HG

MANCHESTER
Thu 17 Nov, 7pm, 
Mechanics institute,
103 Princess St, M1 6DD

NEWCASTLE
Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ

NORWICH
Thu 24 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), S1 2JB

YORK
Wed 23 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

After Corbyn’s 
re-election: 
how do we fight 
for socialism?

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn addresses Stand Up To Racism national conference
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Don’t miss out on the best of new African cinema 
FILM FESTIVAL
FILM AFRICA
28 October—6 November 
filmafrica.org.uk

THE ROYAL African 
Society presents its sixth 
film festival showcasing 
its pick of the best 
new African film and 
filmmakers this month.

With over 50 titles 
from across 22 African 
countries, including world, 
European and British 
premieres, Film Africa 
2016 takes place across 
11 London venues with an 

eclectic mix of narrative 
features, documentaries 
and short films.

A few special strands 
highlight topical issues 
and current cultural 
trends emerging from the 
continent.

One is titled Why I’m 
Here: Stories of Migration 
while Nollywood Nights 
focuses on popular stars of 
the world’s second biggest 
film industry—in Lagos, 
Nigeria. 

A special double bill, 
Soweto: 40 years on, 
reflects on the anniversary 
of the famous black 

student uprisings in South 
Africa and explores the 
country’s current political 
climate.

Another strand, Music 
on Film: Sounds of the 
Continent, celebrates 
Africa’s musical icons 
and its rich soundscapes. 
This will feature live 
performances.

Along with panel 
discussions, workshops 
and also school screenings 
there is much to enjoy.

As thousands of 
students have taken to the 
streets across South Africa 
in recent months, calling 

for wide-ranging reforms, 
a praise song for Solmon 
Mahlangu could often be 
heard.

It’s fitting that 2016 
should mark the year 
that his remarkable story 
finally makes it to the 
big screen, exactly forty 
years after the Soweto 
student uprisings in which 
Mahlangu played a key 
role. 

South African director 
Mandla Dube’s debut 
feature Kalushi: The Story 
Of Solomon Mahlangu 
opens the festival this 
Friday.

Smuggling out the message 
from offshore asylum camps
Chasing Asylum is a documentary filmed in secret which exposes the detention 
cruelty the Australian government wants to keep hidden, writes Chris Breen
THIS HARROWING but powerful 
film to be shown on BBC Four next 
week exposes the human impact of 
the Australian government’s cruelty 
to refugees. 

It uses secret footage to show the 
brutal realities for refugees inside 
Australia’s offshore detention camps 
on the islands of Manus, Papua New 
Guinea, and the Republic of Nauru.

Footage is cut with statements from 
former prime ministers, immigration 
ministers and navy commanders who 
demonstrate their callous contempt for 
people who simply want a better life.

The Australian government has 
gone to great lengths to hide what is 
happening inside its offshore prisons, 
banning journalists and lawyers, and 
threatening whistleblowers with jail.

Chasing Asylum breaks open that 
secrecy. The damning footage inside 
the offshore refugee prisons is one 
of the film’s strengths. It is currently 
showing in cinemas across Australia. 

In early October, footage was pro-
jected on the Australian high com-
mission building in London. Director 
Eva Orner wanted to “goad Alexander 
Downer, the Australian high commis-
sioner to the UK, to finally engage in 
a debate about what’s going on”.

Architect
Downer was an architect of Australia’s 
“Pacific Solution” and a vocal sup-
porter of offshore detention.

The film includes smuggled-out 
interviews with detainees, and snap-
shots of the appalling conditions 
and the bleak daily life for impris-
oned  refugees. Indefinite detention 
has caused many to develop mental 
illnesses, a few have even returned 
home, only to flee again to seek 
asylum elsewhere.

The interviews with former 

detention centre workers are com-
pelling. They speak about their jour-
neys from naivety to outrage at what 
is being done to the people they 
thought they were there to help. 

Their stories add to the grim and 
heart breaking first-hand footage.

The film is not perfect. It ends with 
a dedication to former prime minister 
Malcolm Fraser. In the film he says 
that Australia took 70,000 refugees 
from Vietnam because “it was the 

right thing to do”. But this glosses 
over Fraser’s  support for the Vietnam 
War which caused the refugee crisis. 

And while the film shows some of 
the inspiring resistance of the refugees  
themselves, the growing solidarity 
movement in Australia is absent.

This would have been a useful 
antidote to one interviewee’s claims 
that the detention horrors have hap-
pened because “we let them”.

This ignores both how anti-refugee 

sentiment has been whipped up by 
politicians and the mainstream media, 
and how the refugee  movement can 
shift public opinion. 

Despite minor criticisms, the film 
remains a must-see for its exposure 
of the offshore detention cruelty 
that the Australian government is 
 desperate to keep hidden.
Storyville: Chasing Asylum—Inside 
Australia’s Detention Camps,  
BBC Four, 1 November, 9pm

AUSTRALIA’S BORDER Force stopping a refugee boat Picture: BBc/Nerdy Girl

Director Mandla Dube

EXHIBITION
‘WE ARE THE LIONS’—  
COMMEMORATING THE 
GRUNWICK STRIKE 1976-78
Brent Museum & Archives, 
Willesden Green Library,  
95 High Rd, London NW10 2SF. 
Mon-Fri 9am-8pm, Sat-Sun 
10am-5pm, until 27 March

FORTY YEARS ago Asian 
women workers at the 
Grunwick photo processing 
plant in north west London 
walked out. Their strike, 
which lasted for nearly two 
years, was a game-changer 
in the struggle against 
racism.

Explore a piece of radical  
working class history at 
this exhibition—based on 
exclusive archive material 
and featuring the original 
strike banner.

More on line
For more on the Grunwick 
strike, go to bit.ly/2bzLbkd

One of the Grunwick strikers

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  A Rebel’s Guide to 
Malcolm X
Antony Hamilton

2  Marxism and Ecology
Martin Empson

3  Facing the  
Anthropocene
Ian Angus

4 Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation
Judith Orr

5 A Rebel’s Guide to 
Trotsky 
Esme Choonara

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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READ MORE
lThe Blood Never Dried— 
A people’s history of the 
British Empire 
byJohn Newsinger 
£13.99

lSuez and the high tide of 
Arab nationalism 
International Socialism 
journal article byAnne 
Alexander 
Online at bit.ly/2dZKX7b

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

S
IXTY years  
a g o  t h i s 
week a cr i-
sis exploded 
for Britain’s 
r u l e r s  t h a t 

would become a defining 
moment in the collapse 
of  the b lood-soaked  
British Empire.

In 1956 Britain backed 
an invasion of Egypt—and 
would eventually invade 
itself—following the nation-
alisation of the Suez Canal 
by Egypt’s nationalist gov-
ernment in July.

The canal had effectively 
been controlled by Britain 
and was supposed to ensure 
its dominance in the Middle 
East. 

The invasion was a desper-
ate effort by Britain’s rulers 
to save themselves. Its defeat 
at the hands of the Egyptian 
people on the one hand—and 
the US ruling class on the 
other—would prove a lasting 
humiliation.

In Egypt as everywhere 
else, the British Empire was 
built on extreme brutality. 
Britain first invaded Egypt  
in 1882.

The attack began with 
a naval bombardment of 
Alexandria that left much 
of the city in ruins and more 
than 2,000 people dead and 
wounded. 

The invasion was completed 
at the battle of Tel-el-Kebir 
where the British had 57 men 
killed while Egyptian fatali-
ties were estimated at between 
2,000 and 10,000. 

The bodies of the Egyptian 
dead were never counted, just 
shovelled into the ground. 

But in the aftermath of the 
Second World War, Britain’s 
grasp on the Middle East was 
slipping. 

Britain was forced out of 
Palestine by Zionist militias 
fighting to set up the state of 
Israel in 1948. And the Iranian 
government’s move to nation-
alise the British oil company 
AIOC in 1951 was another huge 
blow.

In a taste of things to come 
Britain was forced to back 
down after the US made clear 
it would not support any mili-
tary action in Iran.

Danger
The Labour government that 
came to offie in 1945 saw 
the danger it faced in the  
Middle East.

It was determined to keep 
control of Egypt and to main-
tain British military bases there, 
which was vital to Britain’s 
domination in the region. 

British military installations 
occupied 750 square miles of 
the country. 

But the occupation met with 
growing nationalist resistance, 
with an escalating campaign of 
shootings, grenade attacks and 
bombings.

This preliminary to the 1956 
invasion is often forgotten.

The Labour government 
were determined to keep the 
bases no matter what. This 

policy was continued when the 
Tories were elected in October 
1951 and Winston Churchill 
became prime minister. 

Churchill increased troop 
levels to 80,000 and ordered a 
campaign of repression to crush 
the resistance. Villages were 
shelled and houses blown up. 

Following the storming of 
an Egyptian police station by 
British troops which left 40 
police officers dead in January 
1952, there was serious anti-
British rioting in Cairo. More 

than 400 British buildings were 
destroyed and 17 British people 
lynched. 

The government considered 
a full-scale reoccupation of the 
country.

But this would have taken 
thousands more troops which 
were not available. No one 
could say how long they would 
have to stay anyway.

By now the US was giving its 
support to the Egyptian nation-
alist government led by Colonel 
Nasser. 

Even Churchill was being 
forced to recognise that the 
British position was becoming 
untenable. 

On one occasion he had 
wanted the Egyptians told that 
if they gave any more “cheek 
we will set the Jews on them 
and drive them into the gutter 
from which they should never 
have emerged”.

In the end US pressure, troop 
shortages and continued resist-
ance forced the British to agree 
in 1954 to a phased evacuation 
of their bases.

The US was aiming to set 
itself up as the dominant power 
in the region—and that meant 
pushing Britain out. 

Clement Attlee’s Labour 
government had reluctantly 
accepted this. 

But the Tories were not 
reconciled to the changing 
ba lance  o f  fo rces—and 
were furious when Nasser’s 
government nationalised the 
Suez Canal in July 1956.

This was seen as a massive 
blow to British prestige. 

But more than that, the 
Egyptians were seen as delib-
erately trying to destroy the 
British position throughout the 
whole Middle East. 

They were supporting the 
spread of Arab nationalism 
and undermining loyal puppet 
governments. 

T
H E  N E W  To r y 
prime minister, 
Anthony Eden, was 
determined  to put 
a stop to this.

Accord ing  to 
Eden’s private secretary, he 
was “mad keen to land British 
troops somewhere to show we 
were alive and kicking”.

Indeed,  Eden actual ly 
demanded Nasser’s assassina-
tion, telling the foreign secre-
tary Anthony Nutting, “I want 
him destroyed, can’t you under-
stand? I want him murdered”. 

As for what would follow, 
“I don’t give a damn if there is 
anarchy and chaos in Egypt”.

In the event, it was the French 
government that first proposed 
a way to attack Nasser. 

The Labour-type Socialist 
Party government in France 
approached the Tories with a 
plan that involved an unpro-
voked Israeli attack which 
would threaten the Suez Canal. 

Britain and France would 
then invade Egypt under the 
pretext of stopping the fighting. 

The Israelis attacked on  
29 October. 

Collusion
The French barely bothered to 
hide their collusion with the 
Israelis, with French aircraft 
flying from Israeli airfields to 
bomb the Egyptians from day 
one. 

The British were more 
circumspect. 

British aircraft did not start 
bombing the Egyptians until 
1 November—after they had 
ignored a demand that they and 
the Israelis withdraw ten miles 
from the Canal. 

At the time the fighting 

HOW SUEZ 
KILLED OFF 
AN EMPIRE
Britain invaded Egypt sixty years ago—a brutal response to 
the resistance against its decaying empire. The result was 
humiliation. Historian John Newsinger tells the story

was still some distance from 
the Canal, and the collusion 
with the Israelis was clear. The 
ultimatum involved Egyptian 
forces having to withdraw up 
to 135 miles while the Israelis 
could advance up to 110 miles. 

British troops invaded on  
5 November, in effect attacking 
the Egyptians in alliance with 
the Israelis.

The Suez invasion was an act 
of international criminality on 
the part of the French, British 
and Israeli governments. 

The Eden government tried 
to dress its illegal aggression 
up as peacekeeping. But it was 
clear to just about everyone at 
home and abroad that this was 
an unprovoked invasion. 

I
T WAS meant to bring 
about regime change, to 
bring Nasser down and 
replace him with a pup-
pet—and it provoked 
outrage.

In Britain, the Labour opposi-
tion put itself at the head of the 
protests. This was really just so 
much bare-faced hypocrisy. 

Both Hugh Gaitskell, the 
Labour leader, and Nye Bevan, 
the shadow foreign secretary, 
were hostile to Nasser and had 
condemned the Suez Canal 
nationalisation. 

Bevan had actually compared 
Nasser to fictional villain Ali 
Baba. On top of that, they were 
both Zionists.

Indeed, at the time there 
was a very strong “Israel Right 
or Wrong” commitment in the 
Parliamentary Labour Party just 
as there is today. 

Over 80 Labour MPs signed 
a motion supporting Israel in 
1956.

What decided the Labour 
leadership to oppose the inva-
sion was not straightforward 
opportunism, however. Decisive 
was the US attitude. 

Conspiracy
The conspiracy had been suc-
cessfully kept secret from the 
US who had no wish to see a 
revival of British and French 
power in the region. 

At this time, Israel had not 
yet been adopted as the US’s 
closest ally in the Middle East. 

Whatever they said, the 
Labour leadership actually 
opposed the invasion because 
it was in defiance of the US. 

Labour was opposed to any-
thing that compromised rela-
tions with the US. 

Rank and file Labour Party 
members and trade unionists 
opposed the invasion because 

it was wrong. Labour’s leader-
ship had accepted that Britain 
was now a junior partner with 
US imperialism and were recon-
ciled to that. 

The Tories still hoped for 
an independent role for British 
Imperialism.

But fierce Egyptian resist-
ance (see column, right) meant 
they faced getting bogged down 
in a quagmire.

And US economic pressure 
quickly forced a humiliating 
British and French withdrawal 
and then forced the Israelis to 
evacuate Sinai area. 

US imperialism had replaced 
the British and French as the 
dominant power in the Middle 
East. 

Britain’s rulers had to accept 
a new role as the junior partner 
to US imperialism—a role they 
still play today.

Egyptian 
nationalist leader 
Gamal Abdel 
Nasser (top). 
British Tory prime 
minister Anthony 
Eden (above) 
wanted him killed

EYEWITNESS 
RESISTANCE

‘Everyone wanted to throw 
out the invasion’

In 2006 author  
Anne Alexander 
spoke to women at the 
heart of the resistance. 
This is an extract from 
that article

WITHOUT AN extraordinary 
mobilisation by tens of 
thousands of ordinary 
Egyptians, the British invasion 
of Egypt in 1956 might have 
ended very differently.

Shahinda Maqlid organised 
a local battalion to resist 
the invasion along with her 
school friends and teacher in 
her village of Kamshish in the 
Nile Delta.

She said, “I was too young 
so I couldn’t go to Cairo, 
so we organised a defence 
committee of volunteers in 
the village.

“My teacher, Miss Widad 
Mitry, was the head of 
the committee and I was 
a student member of the 
committee—me and all the 
girls at school.”

Leila al-Shal was in 
her second year at Cairo 
University. She said, “Of 
course everyone in Egypt 
wanted to defend their 
country and throw out the 
invasion.

“We set up the Women’s 
Popular Resistance 
Committee in Cairo. A lot 
of women intellectuals and 
students, and housewives 
joined us. 

“We set up women’s 
resistance committees across 
the capital.”

Leila and her friends were 
sent to prepare resistance in 
the Canal Zone.

Training
“We had military-style 
training—how to defuse a 
bomb, how to shoot a rifle 
and so on,” she said.

“At that time the 
government was working in 
alliance with the communists. 

“There was a camp in an 
area near the canal, where 
communist volunteers went 
for training.

“Me and group of my 
friends, most of them left 
wing university students, 
stayed in houses in Ismailiyya. 

We went out into the 
villages with the peasant 

women. We gave lectures and 
in every village we set up a 
pharmacy.”

Young women were at the 
forefront of the struggle, Leila 
added.

“We worked in the midst 
of the men, and in fact they 
were very proud of us. There 
was no feeling that it was a 
problem.

“There was none of this 
‘women shouldn’t go out’, 
‘women shouldn’t do this’, 
‘women shouldn’t do that’.”

Underground
Amina worked in the 
underground resistance in 
Port Said after the Anglo-
French invasion. 

The poorest areas of the 
port city were devastated by 
the attack. They were also the 
heart of the resistance.

Amina said, “There was an 
area called Al-Manakh which 
bore the brunt of the assault. 
The paratroopers were 
dropped on that area. 

“It was an old, poor area of 
the town.

“There was almost nothing 
left standing. When I arrived 
there were dead animals 
everywhere—cows, sheep, 

chickens and pigs.”
British paratroops called 

Al-Manakh “Wog Town”. But 
they were taken aback by the 
ferocity of the resistance. 

Hundreds of bodies of 
local people of all ages and 
both sexes were buried in 
bulldozed mass graves. 

Even a Coca-Cola lorry 
was pressed into service as a 
hearse.

Amina was smuggled into 
the city by fishermen. She will 
never forget the heroism of 
local people.

She said, “Women played a 
magnificent role in Port Said, 
particularly in smuggling 
weapons. 

“The women were right 
in the thick of things. It 
was their children and their 
relatives who were dying 
so they were part of the 
resistance.”

Invaders
Eden thought that the 
Egyptian people would cheer 
the invaders for ridding them 
of Nasser’s dictatorship. 

The resistance in Port Said 
proved him wrong. 

Meanwhile, protests in 
solidarity with Egypt were 
setting the Middle East 
ablaze, turning Nasser into a 
hero of the Arab world.

When the superpowers 
stepped in to condemn the 
invasion and the price of 
sterling collapsed, it was the 
final straw. 

Eden was forced out of 
power and British and French 
troops withdrew a few 
months later.
Read the full article 1956— 
Imperialism and resistance in 
Egypt at bit.ly/2dPRYax

THE BRITISH assault devastated Egyptian cities

I want him 
destroyed, can’t 
you understand? 
I want him 
murdered’

‘‘ Women played 
a magnificent 
role. They were 
right in the 
thick of things

‘‘ 
Winston Churchill 

EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT Gamal Abdel Nasser (right) after announcing the nationalisation of the Suez Canal
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 Campaign grows against Housing Act  
THE CAMPAIGN against the 
Tories’  hated Housing and 
Planning Act took a big step 
forward last Saturday with a 
300-strong summit of activists, 
tenants, residents and councillors.

The Axe the Housing Act cam-
paign is growing as more people 
get involved and start a local group.

Groups of activists came to the 
summit from over 15 towns and 
cities outside London, and most 
London boroughs.

The Tories’ vicious attack means 
council housing could disappear 
within a generation.

Councils
One of the key questions of the 
summit was what Labour councils 
and councillors should do to oppose 
the Act. 

Some 20 Labour councillors 
wrote a letter to the housing min-
ister earlier this year, voicing their 
opposition to the Act.

This is welcome but campaigners 
want to know what that opposition 
means if the Tories push ahead. 

In one session, the lead coun-
cillors for housing for the London 
boroughs of Tower Hamlets and 

Camden—Rachel Blake and Patricia 
Callaghan—said that they couldn’t 
break the law. “All the Labour coun-
cils are against this, but are con-
strained by law,” said Callaghan. 

Defeating the Act will require 
defying the law. But Labour coun-
cils will not refuse to implement 
the Act unless they are pressured 

by strong campaigns. 
Saturday’s summit was important 

because it brought a wide range of 
people together to show the scale of 
the opposition to the Act.

The Act will also see councils 
billed for the value of their “higher 
value” council housing stock when 
it becomes vacant, whether or not 

they sell it off. One Green Party 
councillor from Brighton argued 
that Labour should guarantee 
money taken from councils by cen-
tral government will be refunded if 
Labour gets into office.

Philip Glanville, the mayor of 
Hackney in east London, said the 
Act is unworkable at the moment  

and that “we simply won’t be able to 
implement Pay to Stay next year.”

Pay to Stay (PTS) is part of the 
Act which means that council ten-
ants with a household income over 
£40,000 in London and £31,000 
outside London will have to pay 
“market rents”—a big increase.

Spoiling
Even the Local Government Asso-
ciation (LGA), which Tory housing 
minister Gavin Barwell is vice chair 
of, has said PTS is unworkable.

Workshops at the summit came 
up with ideas to push the campaign 
forward—from information spread-
ing to rent rebellions to direct action.

Some argued to involve housing 
associations in the campaign. 
Another idea was a mass campaign 
of spoiling PTS survey forms.

The argument for council hous-
ing as the most affordable and 
secure housing available should be 
central to the struggle against this 
Tory assault. Trade unions should 
actively oppose the Act.

Campaigners now plan to protest 
outside parliament on 23 November 
—the day of the Autumn Statement.

See Axe the Housing Act—secure 
homes for all on Facebook and 
axethehousingact.org.uk for  
more information.

ACTIVISTS CAME up with demands to take the fight forwards   Picture: Axe the housing Act

by ALISTAIR FARROW
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Greek strike 
can beat the 
EU austerity
programme
Public sector unions in Greece are 
gearing up for a new general strike 
against Syriza’s austerity drive, 
writes Panos Garganas in Athens
SYRIZA WON last year’s  election 
by offering social change but has 
instead delivered brutal austerity.

Workers have decided to hit back 
with a general strike next month, and 
are linking their struggles to those of 
the burgeoning anti-racist movement.

Adedy, the Confederation of 
Civil Service Unions, has said 
 thousands of workers will strike on  
24 November. 

The resolution adopted by its  
executive committee states that 
strikes and demonstrations by  
sectors such as hospital workers, 
teachers and pensioners must esca-
late. It appeals to private sector 
unions to join the strike and fight for 
collective  agreements, full-time jobs 
and against benefit cuts.

Health workers struck earlier this 
month and organised a mass demon-
stration that marched across Athens 
to the ministry of health. Contingents 
from each hospital on the route joined 
the protest. Similar demonstrations 
are now planned across the country.

Pensioners protesting against a 
new round of cuts have been tear 
gassed. They have already lost  
45 percent of their pensions over the 
past six years.

Water workers have struck against 
plans to privatise public companies. 

The Troika of the European 
Commission, the European Central 
Bank and the International Monetary 

Fund  demands every 
firm, landed prop-

erty or  share hold-
ing owned by the 
state be trans-
ferred to a “super 
fund” controlled 
b y  G r e e c e ’ s 

 creditors. And 
the Syr iza- led 
government has 
conceded. 

Teachers are 
demanding more 

s ta f f  and 
e x t r a 

fund-
i n g 

for schools. Education has suffered 
some of the worst cuts. 

There are now fewer primary 
school teachers in Greece than police. 

The demand for more teachers is 
linked to the fight for the right of 
 refugee children to go to school.

It is estimated that over 20,000 
 refugee children are stranded in 
Greece. EU governments are not 
allowing their families to travel to 
the countries they would like to go. 

Most are kept in camps isolated  
from the cities. The Syriza-led 
 government has made arrangements 
for just 1,200 refugee children to join 
afternoon classes. 

Isolate
Anti-racist organisations, such as 
Keerfa, and teachers’ unions say this 
is too little and demand full access to 
proper classes for all children. 

They have already moved together 
with parents’ associations to isolate 
groups of fascists that have tried to 
block refugee children from going to 
school.

Anti-racist and anti-fascist activists  
are uniting with the strike movement 
to oppose austerity and racist policies.

Prime minister Alexis Tsipras spoke 
at a recent Syriza congress.

He claimed that the party rep-
resents a modern left that has the 
 courage to implement tough meas-
ures to keep Greece in the EU and 
bring about a recovery. 

He attacked those on the left that 
oppose his government. According to 
him we are isolationist and defeatist. 

Yet, even among traditional Syriza 
members only one third renewed 
their membership between the first 
and second congress. That’s according 
to Avgi, the Syriza daily newspaper. 

Rebuilding a left that supports 
workers fighting back against the 
policies of Alexis Tsipras is the most 
urgent task. 

PROTESTING IN Athens as part of a previous general strike 

SPAIN

Compromises on the left set to help 
the Tories form a new government
A LEADERSHIP coup inside the 
Spanish equivalent of the Labour 
Party may have restored the 
Spanish Tories to office. 

After nine months with no 
government, prime minister 
Mariano Rajoy of the right wing 
Popular Party (PP) hopes to form 
one this week.

This is only possible because 
the Labour-type PSOE has decided 
to abstain on swearing him in. 

Coordinated resignations by its 
executive pushed out leader Pedro 
Sanchez for vowing to vote no.

General elections in December 
and June gave no party—or any 
likely bloc of parties—a majority.

Parliament is split between 
the old PP and PSOE, new 
left party Podemos, new right 
party Ciudadanos (Citizens) 
and various small regional and 
nationalist parties.

The PP lost support over its 
brutal austerity and corruption 
scandals.

Yet it remained the largest 
party in December. 

June even saw some voters 
return from Ciudadanos to 
the PP—and from Podemos to 

PSOE—to break the deadlock.
Rajoy blackmailed PSOE 

with the threat of calling a third 
election on Christmas Day. PSOE 
crumbled rather than risk taking 
the blame.

PSOE claims that, since Rajoy 
has a minority in parliament, the 
opposition will be able to vote 
through reforms he doesn’t want. 
But Rajoy seeks a constitutional 
veto. And his threat of a new 

election if he’s not allowed to 
govern will remain just as potent.

The political establishment’s 
paralysis will continue. The real 
disappointment is the opposition.

When Podemos erupted onto 
the scene in 2014 it looked set 
to sweep aside the old parties as 
Syriza had in Greece. 

Instead it finished third in 
December then lost a million votes 
by June despite allying with the 
Communist Party-led United Left.

Where it had initially 
challenged the whole corrupt 
political “caste”, it now offered 
only a coalition with the PSOE 
that began austerity.

This let the right set the 
agenda and demobilised the left’s 
support.

If the best Podemos can offer 
is propping up the rotten PSOE, 
why vote Podemos?

And if the PSOE can’t bring 
itself to stop Rajoy, why not just 
let Rajoy get on with it?

It will take a re-emergence of 
mass movements like those that 
shook the Spanish state from 
2011-13 to break the deadlock.
Dave Sewell

The left let Mariano Rajoy off the hook

Panos Garganas

Panos Garganas is editor of  
Socialist Workers’ sister newspaper in 
Greece, Workers’ Solidarity

Socialist Worker  26 October 2016
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IN BRIEF 

Forced redundancy 
pushed back in Hull
WORKERS AT Hull College 
pushed back plans for 
compulsory redundancies 
after threatening to strike. 
The UCU union members 
called off a planned strike 
for Thursday of last week 
after the union reached an 
agreement with bosses.

Up to 142 workers were 
initially threatened by 
redundancy plans. But bosses 
still plan to make cuts via 
voluntary redundancies. It is 
still unclear whether cuts will 
affect the college’s nurseries.

Coventry contracts 
victory for union
A GROUP of workers at 
Coventry University scored a 
victory last week over attacks 
on their contracts.

CU Services, a university 
subsidiary firm, had 
decided to re-employ 
workers teaching English 
to international students as 
agency workers.

But the UCU union 
members will now have an 
opportunity to return to their 
original contracts, and will 
be covered by a new union 
recognition agreement.

Firefighters strike 
at nuclear plant
FIREFIGHTERS AT a nuclear 
plant in Cheshire were set to 
strike against job losses and 
attacks on their terms and 
conditions from Wednesday 
this week. 

The GMB union members 
work for the Babcock Fire 
Critical Services at the 
Urenco Capenhurst nuclear 
enrichment plant.  

Protest at John 
Lewis poverty pay
CLEANERS AT John Lewis 
and their supporters are set 
to protest on 5 November in 
protest at their poverty wages 
of £7.35 an hour. 

The cleaners, who are 
members of the United 
Voices of the World (UVW) 
union are also excluded from 
membership of the John 
Lewis partnership scheme. 
lFor more go to bit.ly/2ezpSPY 

Solidarity event for 
people in Turkey
SOLIDARITY WITH the People 
of Turkey holds a conference 
this Saturday on “Turkey after 
the failed coup, and the battle 
for democracy”.
lFor details and to register go 
to tinyurl.com/jsqszw4

Organising for free 
labour movement
ACTIVISTS MET last Saturday 
as part of the Free Movement 
of Labour campaign. 

It is fighting to defend 
freedom of movement across 
Europe after Brexit. 

Proposals included a 
national day of action. 
lSee freemovementlabour.
wordpress.com

Nazis booed, jeered 
and outnumbered
by JON FLAIG

A “WHITE Lives Matter” 
(WLM) march took place in 
Margate in Kent last Saturday.

Barely 30 fascists from 
across the country rallied 
behind the slogan—imported 
from white-supremacist hate 
groups in the US—for the 
march organised by the Nazi 
South East Alliance.

Around 250 anti-fascist 
protesters gathered by the 
railway station to counter the 
WLM march. 

The Nazis’ route took them 
through the middle of crowds 
watching a popular motocross 
event on the main beach. 

Resist
But all morning anti-racism 
campaigners distributed 
stickers, badges and thousands 
of flyers titled “Enjoy the 
Racing—Resist the Racists”. 
This helped bring many in the 
crowd over to our side. There 
was a clear anti-fascist mood in 
town all day.

Hundreds of police 

including 20 mounted officers 
forced a route through the 
crowds and past funfair rides. 
They used horses to clear the 
road as protesters fought to 
slow the march. 

The fascists were drowned-
out and harried all along the 
route. 

People out in town for the 
day booed and jeered the Nazi 
march and speeches. 

A one minute silence for 
fascists convicted for violence 
in Dover on 30 January was 
also disrupted. 

Local shops and cafes 
displayed posters showing their 
opposition.

Meanwhile, an event called 
Margate Rocks Against Racism 
(MRAR) took place on the cliff 
overlooking the town. Crowds 
came and heard local artists 
and speakers. 

It was sponsored by 
Momentum, local Labour 
Parties and trade unions and 
helped to bring a new group of 
activists together. The group 
plans to organise a big MRAR 
event in the town next year.

TRADE UNIONISTS have rallied in support of three cleaners from Kinsley primary school, 
near Wakefield, who have had their pay cut. The Unison members are on indefinite strike. 
On Monday they will hold a “Vampire gathering” against C&D Cleaning Services for 
“bleeding dry low paid workers”—2pm, Claycliffe Road, Barnsley. See more at bit.ly/2egq5Iy 

Labour against austerity
AROUND 300 people 
joined the Labour Assembly 
Against Austerity in London 
last Saturday.

The most powerful speech 
came from shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott. 

She spoke of a time of 
“peril and opportunity” 
and denounced the Tories 
for “learning all the wrong 
lessons” after the Brexit 
vote.

She said the government 
sought to deflect attention 
from austerity through 
“racism, Islamophobia and 
scapegoating”.

Brian, a Labour member 
from Greenwich, told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s great 
to be here as part of the 
largest social democratic 
party in Europe and with 
Jeremy Corbyn as leader. 
I found it useful to start 
discussing the policies we 

actually want to implement.” 
A positive day of 

discussion saw plenty of 
good ideas—from more 
money for the NHS, to £10 
an hour minimum wage, 
to heavier taxation on the 
rich and the corporations, 
to action against climate 
change. 

But there was not enough 
attention to how such 
a programme would be 
carried through and how 
the inevitable opposition of 
powerful forces would be 
overcome. 

Denis Fernando from 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
was part of a workshop on 
“Stop the scapegoating, 
migrants are not to blame”. 

He denounced racism as  
a “weapon of mass 
distraction” and called on 
people to be part of the 
SUTR movement.

CLEANERS

ANTI-FASCISM

FIGHTING THE CUTS

Countering the Nazi filth in Margate
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DEATHS IN CUSTODY

Families remember and demand justice
THE UNITED Families and 
Friends Campaign holds 
its annual remembrance 
procession this Saturday, 
29 October, in London. 

There will be a silent 
procession along 
Whitehall followed by 
a noisy protest at 
Downing Street. 

Struggle
It remembers 
those who have 
died in police, 
prison and 
psychiatric custody 
and continues the 
struggle for justice. 

Black Lives Matter 

activists were set to 
join the campaigners in 
solidarity this year. 

It comes after news that 
three police officers involved 
in the death of Kingsley 
Burrell in Birmingham 
have been charged in 
relation to his death. 

The decision represents 
a step forward in how 
police are treated by the 
criminal justice system. 

It could also be significant 
for other campaigns. 

But there is still 
a long way to go 
to get justice.  

lAssemble 12 noon, 
Trafalgar Square. 

March down 
Whitehall for demo 
at Downing Street

OBITUARY
Gerry Jones
1945-2016
COMRADES IN Coventry 
and Warwickshire, and 
Newcastle Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP) districts 
were saddened to hear of 
the death of Gerry Jones 
last Sunday after a short 
battle with cancer. 

Gerry was a member of 
the SWP in Coventry for 
30 years, where his politics 
guided his role as a long-
time union shop steward at 
Peugeot.

As a revolutionary he 
was an active trade unionist 
with huge respect across 
the Coventry trade union 

movement, as well as being a 
leading activist in the  
Anti Nazi League. 

Gerry moved to 
Northumberland in 2001 
following retirement and 
remained active. Most 
recently he acted as a 
linchpin for the rights of 
migrants in the region and 
founding the Berwick Migrant 
Support Group. 

For younger members 
joining the party Gerry would 
make Marxism sound easy, 
offering a down to earth 
analysis. He will be greatly 
missed. Condolences to all his 
family and friends. 

A full obituary will appear 
soon, along with funeral 
details.

Marching for justice

OFFSHORE WORKERS

Oil barons on attack again
OIL AND gas industry 
workers covered by the 
Offshore Contractors 
Association (OCA) agreement 
are holding a consultative 
ballot on the latest insulting 
deal from employers.

Only Unite and GMB union 
members are voting but the 
agreement also affects many 
RMT/OilC union members. 
It closes on 4 November. 

OCA chief executive Paul 
Atkinson claims the deal gives 
workers a “substantial pay 
rise”— a pitiful 0.8 percent, 
or less than £350 a year, 
that will be cancelled out 

by other attacks. Similarly, 
the “improved sick pay” 
Atkinson offers amounts 
to an extra £1.50 a week.

Offshore union activist 
Harry said, “The offshore 
workforce is sick of the 
historic beating they are 
taking from the OCA on their 
terms and conditions.”

Union activists launched 
a petition last weekend 
calling on Atkinson to 
resign immediately.

Workers should reject 
the OCA deal and call on 
their unions to move to an 
industrial action ballot.

Workers’ conditions offshore are undermined by bosses
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS

 Workers at Glasgow  
 council strike back
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

HUNDREDS OF workers employed 
by Glasgow City Council-run firms 
are taking action this week over 
conditions at the Labour council’s 
“arms-length” companies.

Janitors working for Cordia struck for 
five days from Monday. Unison union 
striker Steven told Socialist Worker that 
more janitors were actively involved in 
this week’s action than before. 

“Some of the striking schools were a 
mess with no heating or hot water,” he 
said. “We’ll carry on until Cordia and the 
council stop dragging their heels.”

By the end of the week janitors will 
have struck 29 days this year. They are 
demanding payments for dirty and physi-
cally demanding work.

Unequal
Community Safety Glasgow (CSG) 
workers struck last weekend in their 
long-running dispute over unequal pay 
arrangements. 

They have now escalated their action 
to striking every weekend for the fore-
seeable future. 

Some are call ing for a two-
week walkout over Christmas and  
New Year.

CSG workers in the Unison and GMB 
unions are fighting a change to shift 
payments. 

The issue in both disputes is the 
lack of parity with other council  
employees. 

Both fights are important for the 
entire council workforce as bosses 
look to drive down conditions across  

the board. 
Both groups were set to protest at the 

city council chambers this week along 
with Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) service workers, 
who are balloting to strike against  
privatisation.

The ICT staff are employed by the 
council’s joint venture with outsourcing 
giant Serco but soon face being farmed 
out to Canadian multinational CGI 
Group, whose tentacles in the Scottish 
public sector are growing.

The workers’ Unison union said 
the CGI deal “represents a clear 
threat to jobs, terms and conditions, 
pensions and services” and is encour-
aging its members to vote yes in  
the ballot.

Workers are set to lobby the council on 
Wednesday ahead of the executive com-
mittee meeting on Thursday to decide on 
entering into full contractual dialogue 
with CGI regarding privatisation.
lSend messages of solidarity to 
enquiries@glasgowcityunison.co.uk

POSTAL WORKERS

Post workers force bosses back in Luton
A PLANNED strike by 
postal workers in Luton and 
Leagrave delivery offices 
on Thursday of this week 
was called off after bosses 
backed down.

Around 250 workers 
had struck on Wednesday 
of last week in a row over 
disciplinaries.

Neal Kidwell is secretary 
of the Eastern No 6 CWU 

union branch that covers the 
area. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“Royal Mail has climbed 
down. People who were 
suspended and moved to 
another office have been 
reinstated.

“It’s also been agreed 
that Royal Mail will look at 
the walks and workload. 

“Without the action, they 

wouldn’t have conceded.”
The strike last week was 

well supported. 
Neal said, “Nobody 

crossed the picket line. We 
had a succession of people 
turning up with mail who 
turned around.

“Because of that, drivers 
were sent home without pay. 

“We’re really grateful to 
them for supporting us.”

Time is ticking for Post Office chiefs as 
workers set to deliver package of strikes
AROUND 3,500 Post 
Office workers in the CWU 
union are set to strike on 
Monday of next week. 

The workers in Crown 
offices (the main high street 
offices), admin and the 
supply chain are fighting 
over pensions, jobs—and 
the future of the network.

At present there are  
310 Crown offices but  
80 could be lost from 
the public network. 

Four are set to close,  
60 to be privatised 
and 16 are to move 
into a retailer under a 
“hosting” arrangement.

“The stakes have never 
been higher for the Post 
Office, its workers and the 
communities they serve,” 
said CWU general secretary 
Dave Ward. “Staff and the 

public are seeing little more 
than a glorified closure 
programme from the Post 
Office and it cannot survive 
by simply cutting costs. 

“We are calling for the 
government as the owner 
of the Post Office to step 
in, halt the cuts and work 

with us to develop a proper 
strategy that will secure 
the future of the service.”

A strike over the same 
issues in September was 
very well supported. 

Subsequently, three 
meetings have been held 
with management at the 
Acas conciliation service. 
But nothing has changed. 

Assistant CWU secretary 
Andy Furey said that 
the attack on members’ 
pensions could see their 
retirement income cut “by 
an average of 30 percent” 
even though the scheme 
under assault is in surplus.

Furey added that the 
“direct benefit scheme had 
recently been described by 
auditors as the financially 
healthiest scheme of its 
type in the country”.

GLASGOW JANITORS on strike in August Picture: Duncan Brown

Fight against victimisation 
at Edinburgh college now
EDINBURGH College 
management is targeting 
Penny Gower, a lecturer 
and the EIS-Fela union 
branch secretary at the 
college. 

This follows widespread 
concerns at the sacking 
of a lecturer who Penny 
represented. 

Colin Paterson was 
sacked for having 
paracetamol in his drawer 
and for having non-work-
related conversations “in 
working time”. 

Penny demonstrated the 
flimsy case against Colin 
and flagged up abuses 
of procedure to union 
members. She has now 
been informed that “the 
principal has decided to 
set disciplinary processes 
in train to answer ‘serious 
allegations’ from unnamed 
complainant/s”.

Among management’s 
“concerns” is that Penny 
“is inappropriately 
encouraging” EIS members 

to strike, and bringing the 
college and HR team “into 
disrepute”.

John Kelly, EIS-Fela 
president, said Colin’s 
dismissal “was not 
consistent with the 
principles of natural 
justice”. He expressed 
concerns at Penny being 
disciplined “for carrying out 
her trade union duties”.

In response, Edinburgh 
College EIS members 
began a strike ballot this 
week. The union seeks the 
dropping of disciplinary 
processes against Penny, 
and the reinstatement of 
the lecturer.

The branch committee 
insisted “it is not Penny 
but college management 
and HR that have brought 
themselves into disrepute”. 
lSend messages of protest 
to Edinburgh College 
Regional Chair ian.mckay@
edinburghcollege.ac.uk  
copied to  
pennygower1@gmail.com

HIGHER EDUCATION

JOURNALISTS

 New strike hits Newsquest
NATIONAL UNION of 
Journalists (NUJ) members 
working for Newsquest 
struck again this week as 
part of their ongoing fight 
against changes to the 
newsroom structure and 
overtime pay.

The changes at the south 
London newspapers which 
the journalists work at will 
mean 11 job losses and pay 
cuts.

Newsquest has pledged to 
keep printing the papers in 

defiance of the strike.
According to the union, 

management has turned 
down their alternative 
proposals in relation to the 
newsroom organisation.

A chapel spokesperson 
said, “We are still feeling 
upbeat and up for the 
fight.”
lSend messages of support to 
@NUJoffocial and  
@Cutsquest  
To donate to the strike email 
bernardr@nuj.org.uk

CWU members in Luton on the picket line last Wednesday  Picture: cWu

CWU leader Dave Ward
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  BATTLE OVER 
HEALTH CUTS
Attacks on acute services in Devon are part of a wider assault on the NHS—
and campaigners want to see a united fightback, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans  
AROUND 4,000 people 
marched through Barnstaple 
in Devon against plans to 
slash hospital services last 
Saturday. 

To chants of “They cut, we 
bleed, it’s the NHS we need” 
and “Hands off our hospital”, 
people marched through the 
town and rallied in the park. 

NHS bosses want to force 
through cuts to acute ser-
vices at North Devon District 
Hospital, including maternity 
and stroke services.

The protest was organised 
by the Save Our Hospital 
Services Devon. 

Dave Clinch from the health 
campaign spoke to Socialist 
Worker. “We asked people to 
wear red because we’re saying 
this has to be a ‘red line’, not 
just for our hospital but for the 
whole NHS,” he said. 

“We turned Barnstaple 
into a sea of red— the protest 
really showed the strength of 
feeling there is.”

Devon is one of three 
areas where NHS England’s 
boss Simon Stevens’ Success 
Regime is being piloted. 

The Success Regime claims 
that it is about improving 
patient care, but the real aim 
is to slash £440 million.

Dave explained, “The 
impact on patients would be 
catastrophic. The nearest hos-
pital would be in Exeter—that’s 
40 miles from Torrington,  
50 miles from Barnstaple and 
70 miles from Lynton. 

“Anyone there is really 
under threat.”

Threat
The attacks are part of a much 
bigger assault that would see 
hospital departments and ser-
vices axed across Britain. 

They form the basis of 
the “Sustainability and 
Trans format ion  P lans” 
(STPs).

An operational report by 
North Devon Healthcare 
NHS Trust said that the 
regime “presents 20 transfor-
mation opportunities which 
will be incorporated into the 

sustainability and transfor-
mation plans”.

The Tories claim the STPs 
are being drawn up for 
clinical reasons because “cen-
tralising” services improves 
care. 

While it is true that some 
high-speciality areas are best 

provided in larger units, 
that’s not what drives the 
changes. 

The real motive is to cut 
spending, and this will slash 
many local services.  

Dave said, “We’re not 
trying to play different hos-
pitals off against one another 

or arguing that the services in 
them are inadequate. 

“Our argument is we need 
care close to where people 
live. At present if someone 
has a stroke near Barnstaple, 
they come to the unit in 
Barnstaple and are stabilised 
before being moved.  Without 

it, they’d have to travel long 
distances.”

Any decisions will have 
to be put out to consulta-
tion after January and would 
probably be implemented 
during the summer. 

But people in the areas 
are determined to resist their 
plans.  

Local Tory MP Peter 
Heaton Jones spoke at 
Saturday’s rally, but a sig-
nificant minority of people 
heckled him. 

Responsible
Heaton Jones argued that 
North Devon should be 
treated as an exception. “It is 
clear the last place we should 
be looking for cuts is in north 
Devon—our geographic cir-
cumstances, the deprivation 
we have here, the travelling 
times,” he said. 

But Dave said, “As a 
Tory MP, he must take 
responsibility for what’s 
happening because they’re 
pushing through big attacks 
on the NHS.”

He added, “If they back off 
from plans here we will obvi-
ously take it as a victory, but 
that doesn’t justify cutting 
NHS services elsewhere.

“This has to be a united 
struggle for the whole NHS”.

nWEST Yorkshire hospital 
bosses unanimously 
backed plans to 
shut the accident & 
emergency department 
at Huddersfield Royal 
Infirmary (HRI) 
last Thursday. 

But health campaigners 
are determined to 
stop the closure.

Hospital bosses want 
to “centralise” all acute 
services in Calderdale 
Royal Hospital in Halifax. 

This will mean longer 
travel times for patients, 
potentially putting safety 
at risk. The Hands Off HRI 
Campaign was set to discuss 
the next steps as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

BIN WALKOUT

‘Let’s fight 
for more,’ 
says striker
REFUSE workers 
employed by Veolia 
in Sheffield struck for 
half a day over pay on 
Tuesday. 

This follows a walkout 
on Saturday of last week. 

Then, more than 50 
workers and supporters 
joined a mass picket at 
the main refuse depot to 
stop strikebreakers taking 
out refuse lorries. 

But scabs had been 
bussed in for 5am.

Later pickets 
moved to the huge 
waste incinerator and 
successfully turned back 
a lorry.

The nearly 90 GMB 
union members planned 
a further half-day strike 
on Thursday, and a work 
to rule on Wednesday 
and Friday.

Union members want 
a 2 percent pay rise. In 
response to this action, 
management has offered 
1.7 percent for this year 
and 1.5 percent for next 
year. 

Offer
Workers held a mass 
meeting on Monday 
morning to discuss the 
offer. 

One told Socialist 
Worker, “I think we 
should fight on to get 
more. They want us to 
sign up to a two-year 
deal when inflation and 
interest rates are going 
up.

“It will be like a pay 
cut.”

Workers are incensed 
at bosses cutting their 
bonuses without notice 
or explanation.

One worker told 
Socialist Worker he was 
earning £12.30 an hour 
for working on Good 
Friday in 1999—and now 
he gets £11.72.

Under the proposed 
new contract, workers 
will not be paid for the 
“turn around” time 
known as ‘Task and 
Finish. 

This can take half an 
hour to an hour.

They are also irritated 
at management removing 
their drinks machine 
while management still 
get free drinks during 
working hours.
Colette Wymer

THOUSANDS OF people 
marched against NHS 
cuts in Barnstaple last 
Saturday—and some 
heckled the local Tory 
MP
Pictures: save Our HOsPital services 
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