
 STOP THE
 WAR ON
 THE POOR
NEARLY HALF of all children 
in some areas of Britain are 
living in poverty. New figures 
this week released by the End 
Child Poverty coalition (ECPC) 
highlighted the savage impact 
of the Tories’ war on the poor.

Across the country some  
29  percent  o f  ch i ldren— 
3.5  million—are in poverty. In 
some areas the figures are even 
worse. 

More than 47 percent of chil-
dren in Birmingham Ladywood 
are poor. Two other Birmingham 
constituencies, Hodge Hill and 
Hall Green, have child poverty 
rates of over 40 percent.

Shabina Bano is a parent of four 
children in Hall Green who was 
made redundant in July.

“They stopped my working tax 

credit and child tax credit,” she 
told Socialist Worker. “They gave 
me four weeks to find another 
job. I did find one—in a children’s 
 hospital.

“But I collapsed at work. I 
thought I was going through the 
menopause, but I was pregnant.”

Shabina was “laid off” from 
that job. She applied for Job Seek-
ers’ Allowance but has not been 
granted it.

She said the family is “surviv-
ing” because her partner is in 
work. But life is harder. “We’ve 
made lots of cutbacks,” she said.

“We used to go out every  
weekend and have takeaway every 
Friday. Now it’s a luxury we don’t 
have. When I go shopping, I go to
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l�29 percent of 
children in Britain 
are in poverty

l�520,000 food 
parcels were 
given out by the 
Trussell Trust 
in the last six 
months

l�Up to 150,000 
more households 
face eviction due 
to the lowering of 
the benefit cap

GARY YOUNGE ON AMERICA
RACE, CLASS AND VIOLENCE... AND THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION >>Pages 14&15
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3.5 MILLION CHILDREN IN POVERTY
 SAYS SHOCKING NEW RESEARCH

ANTI-RACISM 

Is Britain 
becoming more 
segregated? 
BRITAIN IS becoming 
dangerously segregated— 
according to a deeply 
flawed report. It warns 
of a “growing isolation of 
the white majority from 
minorities in urban zones”. 

But its definition skews 
its conclusions—as people in 
areas it points to told  
Socialist Worker. 
>>Pages 10&11

BREXIT 

Yes to migrants’ 
rights—no to the 
single market 
UKIP INTERIM leader 
Nigel Farage has pledged 
to lead a 100,000‑strong 
demonstration as the 
Supreme Court considers 
the next legal phase of 
the Brexit negotiations. 

Socialists should 
campaign for freedom of 
movement and against the 
single market.
>>Page 6

SOUTH KOREA 

Mass protests 
tell president to 
stand down
A MOVEMENT demanding the 
resignation of president Park 
Geun-hye has exploded onto 
the streets of South Korea. 

Some 200,000 people 
protested in Seoul last 
Saturday. A day of action this 
weekend is expected to bring 
half a million out. 
>>Page 8 
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lTHE DAILY Mail is a parody  
of itself. After judges said 

leaving the EU would have to 
be discussed in parliament its 
headline was, “The judges who 
blocked brexit: one founded a 
European law group, another 
charged the taxpayer millions for 
advice and the third is an openly 
gay ex-Olympic fencer.”

Jail for the poor as coppers’ 
clampdown beggars belief 
CHARLIE JENNINGS received a 
nine-week jail sentence for begging 
in Norwich last week.

He was charged under the 1824 
Vagrancy Act.

Chief Inspector Nick Paling said the 
sentence imposed should serve as a 
warning to others.

He added, “It’s a criminal offence, 
you will go to court and look at this 
result—a term of imprisonment is an 
option to magistrates.”

The cop claimed few people begging 
in Norwich were actually homeless, 
while some were on benefits.

He said people could earn up to £150 
a day or night begging in the city and 
the cash was being spent on drugs and 
alcohol.

“It is seen as a form of employment,” 
he said.

Paling insisted police were not indis-
criminately targeting people after 17 
people were arrested.

The cop added, “We will not toler-
ate this kind of behaviour and we will 
take robust action against those who 

continue to commit such offences.”
Charlie was spotted by a cop sitting 

near a cashpoint. One of the members 
of the public who walked past was seen 
“shaking his head”.

Alastair Taunton, his solicitor, said 
Charlie was currently sleeping rough 
around the city. 

He added, “He’s been struggling on 

his own, his benefits have now been 
stopped as well because he missed an 
appointment.

“Rather than stealing from shops he 
was begging to try to get some money, 
which is a slight improvement because 
he knows stealing is wrong.”

Charlie was ordered to pay a £115 
victim surcharge.

lA BID to pay interns the minimum 
wage was blocked after two Tories 

droned on for more than an hour each.
Tory MP Alec Shelbrooke said his 

Private Member’s Bill—backed by 
Labour—would end the unpaid work.

He told MPs “It’s a disgrace. It’s a 
flashback to Victorian Britain.” But Tory 
MPs David Nuttall and Philip Davies made 
long speeches and the bill ran out of time.

The Tory prison drone 
eagle is stranded  
THE TORIES’ latest 
wheeze is for eagles 
to be deployed to 
take down drones. 

Sam Gyimah, the 
prisons minister, said last 
week, “The new threat 
by drones is a game 
changer, not just for 
prisons but other parts of 
government,” 
he said. “I’m 
working with 
ministers 
across the 
government 
to engage 
with drone 
makers to find 
a solution to 
this problem. 
I’m keeping 
a close eye 

on what is happening 
internationally, 
particularly in Holland 
where they are using 
eagles to stop drones.”

Bill Oddie, who used 
to present Springwatch 
on television, dismissed 
the idea of using eagles 
to attack drones as “pie 

in the sky”.
He said, 

“Why on earth 
would an eagle 
attack a drone 
anyway?

“Unless you 
have got a nice 
fishshaped 
drone to entice 
it, you won't 
have much 
chance.”

Sub standard 
nuke safety? 
DEFENCE minister Harriet 
Baldwin said what pains 
the Ministry of Defence 
takes to trundle nuclear 
warheads round the 
countryside safely. Then 
she revealed there are 19 
decommissioned nuclear-
powered subs still waiting 
to be dismantled. 
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Beyond what 
the facts can 
support’
John Chilcot who took rather a 
long time to write a report on 
the Iraq war explains  
Tony Blair’s views

‘It could be’ 
Ukip’s top donor Arron Banks 
says the party may be finished

‘Losing him 
has caused the 
pressure cooker 
to explode’
Banks on the departure of 
former Ukip leader  
Nigel Farage

‘I’m available to 
rub your ankle 
anytime you 
want’
Former chancellor Ed Balls’ 
message to fellow Strictly 
Come Dancing contestant 
Laura Whitmore

‘Schlitzaugen’
European Commissioner  
Gunther Oettinger refers to 
Chinese ministers as  
“slit eyed”

‘Some will label 
me a quitter, or, 
no doubt, worse. 
Those are labels 
with which I can 
live. The label 
Conservative no 
longer is’
Outgoing Tory MP  
Stephen Phillips steps down

 Lest we forget the 
rising against the war  
THE DAILY Mail 
was outraged 
last week at 
Fifa’s poppy 
ban. But it 
found an extra 
angle to get 
the venom 
really flowing.

Under 
the headline, 
“Irish got away 
with Easter Rising 
tribute”, the Mail 
reported on shirts worn 
by the Republic of Ireland 
football team this year.

The shirts had 
“1916” on them and 
were worn during two 
warm-up matches. 

The Mail moaned, 
“There was no sanction 
from Fifa because its rules 

and regulations 
do not cover 
‘friendly 
fixtures’.”

It wasn’t 
clear whether 
the Mail wants 
more sanctions 
or fewer.

lFOR the 
patriot who 

has everything 
there is the tasteful 

Somme poppy (pictured). 
According to the British 

Legion, for a mere  
£39.99 it is “made 
from British shell fuses 
fired during the Battle 
of the Somme”.

“Each piece offers a 
unique opportunity to own 
a piece of the Somme.”

Droneless

Norwich cop Nick Paling

>>>from page 1
four shops instead of 
one. I’ll go to Iceland and 
Farmfoods where you can 
get bargains. And you 
make it last.”

Tory attacks on jobs, 
pay and benefits have led 
to rising poverty. 

The ECPC said the Tory 
benefit freeze, in place 
until 2020, will mean “low 
income families will find 
it increasingly hard to pay 
for essentials”.

The lowering of the 
benefit cap (see page 7) 
will make this worse.

The ECPC said “cuts 
to in work support under 
Universal Credit” have 
pushed “more working 
families below the poverty 
line”.

Shabina agreed. 
“Single parents have been 
especially hit by Universal 
Credit,” she said.

“I know people who’ve 
had to find £200, £300 or 
£400 a month from their 
own pocket just to cover 
their rent because they get 
less in housing benefit.”

Emergency
The Trussell Trust this 
week also revealed how 
Tory welfare attacks are 
driving more people to 
rely on emergency food 
parcels.

Its food banks gave 
out 519,000 food 
parcels between April 
and September this 
year. Benefit delays and 
sanctions accounted for 
44 percent of referrals.

It gave out 1.1 million 
food parcels in the year 
to April. And it expects to 
have given out more food 
parcels than that by April 
next year.

No child should be in 
poverty. There is plenty of 
money in Britain to give 
everyone a decent life—but 
it’s hoarded by the rich, 
aided by the Tories.

As Shabina put it, “The 
rich are getting richer. The 
government should not be 
making cutbacks.”



FRANCE

 Refugees  
 are still  
 homeless
REFUGEES WHO fled 
the destruction of the 
Calais “jungle” faced new 
repression in Paris last week. 

More than 2,000 people 
had joined the camps in the 
Stalingrad area of Paris.

Police carried out raids 
and evictions. 

Over 100 refugees and 
supporters protested on 
Wednesday of last week, 
shouting, “No police” and, 
“We want a home”.

Most of the people who 
were still in government 

facilities in Calais after the 
jungle’s demolition have now 
been relocated to reception 
centres around France. So 
have hundreds more from 
Stalingrad.

A Tory mayor and 
councillors in Yvelines near 
Paris attempted to reject a 
coach from Stalingrad—even 
blocking the road with a 
banner when it arrived.

But over 500 counter-
demonstrators confronted an 
anti-migrant demonstration 
called by the fascist Front 
National in Marseille.

Many more migrants are 
hiding out around Calais or 
other northern ports in an 
ever more desperate attempt 
to reach Britain. As long as 
the Tories refuse to open the 
border the refugees’ suffering 
will continue.

 Stand Up To Racism gets 
going as new groups form
A MOVEMENT against racism is 
taking shape as activists set up 
local Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
groups across Britain.

The latest in a series of rallies were 
set to take place in Leeds on Tuesday 
and Chesterfield on Thursday. 

They follow three meetings that 
drew in around 350 people last 
week (see box) with more to come 
throughout this month (see page 12).

Anti-racists in Torrington, north 
Devon, were set to hold a rally to  
welcome refugees on Wednesday. 

Dave, an activist and volunteer for 
the Plough Arts Centre, told Socialist 
Worker they had been “flooded with 
donations” for refugees.

A group of boys from the “jungle” 
in Calais are staying near the town 
while they are processed and  
reunited with relatives or given foster 
families.

“Some newspapers said there was 
‘fury’ at them coming,” said Dave. 

Abuse
“Several groups have been set up to 
say they don’t want them, and the 
mayor has had abuse for supporting 
the refugees.

“But the response from the people 
of Torrington has been to say that  
refugees are welcome. We want 
to show that we are many and the 
rotten little racists are few.”

Campaigns including SUTR 
Scotland protested outside a meeting  
of Renfrewshire council in Paisley 
near Glasgow airport on Tuesday.

Councillors were discussing 
whether to allow new immigration 
detention facilities to be built near 
the airport.

These would replace the hated 
Dungavel detention centre marked for 
closure next year, and campaigners  
are determined to block them.

Two new groups emerged on 
Monday night. Some 30 people 
attended an organising meeting in 
Worthing, Sussex, to launch Adur 

and Worthing SUTR. And in Salford, 
Greater Manchester, representatives 
of Salford TUC, Salford Refugee and 
Asylum Network and others agreed 
to set up a group. 

After the rallies SUTR groups 
are taking part in Islamophobia 
Awareness Month alongside Muslim 
Engagement and Development 
(Mend). 

SUTR and Mend in Newham, 
east London, plan to hold events 
at local colleges. Then on Saturday  

10 December SUTR has called a 
winter appeal for refugees. Some 
groups are planning aid delegations 
to refugees in France.

Others are holding local events. 
Artists are set to produce street art 
around the SUTR stalls in Cambridge 
town centre. 

Alongside these actions are cul-
tural events large and small. 

SUTR in south London is host-
ing a comedy night next Monday 
and many other groups plan 

Love Music Hate Racism gigs.
One activist in Derby held a  
sing-along film showing to fundraise 
for SUTR last Friday.

All the activities need to lead 
into an enormous turnout for the 
national demonstrations on Saturday  
18 March.

What’s your story?
Email reports of your SUTR events 
to reports@socialistworker.co.uk

FUAD MOHAMED who runs a 
refugee housing service was one 
of the speakers at a rally of  
160 people in Bristol on 
Thursday of last week.  

He told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
refreshing and I’m much more 
optimistic. Now is a good time to 
do something big.”

A number of people came from 

the Bristol Somali Forum, which 
had organised its own stalls to 
build the rally. 

One Somali woman said, 
“I’m overwhelmed and amazed. 
I never thought people would 
come out to support us.”

Over 50 people attended the 
first meeting of Kirklees SUTR in 
Huddersfield last Tuesday.

And around 140 people came 
out last Wednesday evening in 
Birmingham (pictured).

Unison assistant general 
secretary Roger McKenzie was 
applauded for demanding “more 
than fine sentiments” and calling 
for “action on the streets, and in 
workplaces”.
Longer online at bit.ly/2fz88VS

FIGURE IT OUT
 200  

 
or more refugees drowned 
off the coast of Libya in 
just 48 hours last week—
including three babies

 4,220  

 
people have died 
attempting to cross the 
Mediterranean this year 
so far—more than in the 
whole of last year

Cops raid a Paris refugee camp
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 Durham TAs  
 walk out to  
 stop Labour  
 council’s  
 pay attack  
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

TWO THOUSAND teach ing 
assistants (TAs) walked out of 
schools across County Durham 
on Tuesday for the first day of 
their 48-hour strike against huge 
pay cuts.

The Unison and ATL union mem-
bers’ action closed or severely dis-
rupted around 100 schools.

“Even those schools that opened 
cancelled sporting events, maths 
and literacy,” striking TA Jan told 
Socialist Worker. 

Workers are determined to push 
back the Labour council’s plan to 
sack them on 31 December and 
rehire them the next day on worse 
contracts.

This would slash their pay by up 
to 23 percent.

TA Lisa told Socialist Worker, 
“This time last year—on the 25th 
anniversary of me starting work in 
my school—I was told I’d be made 
redundant.

“On my 26th anniversary I’m out 
on strike. 

Supportive
“It’s been amazing—the school 
is covered in placards, flags and 
balloons. 

“All the parents have been sup-
portive, and teachers have stood 
with us on the picket line.”

Jan said ex-miners had joined her 
picket line. Their simple message 
was, “Stick it out—the solidarity is 
there.” Jan added, “We feel rejuve-
nated and raring to go.”

Children made signs in support of 
the TAs. School cooks, and even a 
head teacher at one school, brought 
breakfast to the pickets. 

At Lanchester school, where a 
Labour councillor is a school gov-
ernor, 50 joined the picket line to 
express their disgust at what the 
council is doing.

TA Megan told Socialist Worker, 
“We’ve been waiting so long for this. 
It has been a difficult decision but 
now we’re all out together we’re 
feeling really good.”

The Labour council has a major 
fight on its hands. It assumed the 

TAs would meekly accept the pay 
cut. Nothing could be further from 
the truth.

“The feeling is we need to strike 
again, sooner rather than later,” Jan 
said.

Escalating 
Lisa agreed, “TAs are very much in 
favour of escalating the action and 
moving to three days, four days a 
week. We don’t want to but we’ve 
no choice. We won’t be ignored—
we’ll fight this all the way.”

Strikers were set for a central rally 
outside County Hall on Wednesday. 

Unison general secretary Dave 
Prentis was also set to join them. 

He said the battle was “a strate-
gic dispute with a hostile employer”. 

Those words now need to be 
backed up with action.

Megan said TAs would be going 
into their union stewards’ meeting 
this week to “argue for more strike 
dates as soon as possible”.
Megan is speaking at the Unite the 
Resistance conference on Saturday 
—see advert page 5 and go to 
uniteresist.org 
Send the TAs a solidarity message 
through the rank and file committee, 
request a speaker to address 
your union branch and find out 
how to donate to the strike fund 
spartacusannie@gmail.com

BACK STORY
Durham Labour council wants to 
slash teaching assistants’ pay by 
up to 23 percent 
lRobert and Claire are both 
Durham teaching assistants and 
stand to lose over £8,000 a year 
lAfter Claire had their first 
child in December she planned 
to reduce the days she worked 
each week. But that is no longer 
possible “as we won’t be able to 
keep our home”
lThey say the council is “robbing 
us of a living wage”

STRIKERS ARE determined to resist the attacks  

 Trouble upon Tyne as Labour  
 chiefs threaten to slash wages 
A LABOUR council in the north 
east of England has told workers 
to take a pay cut of thousands 
of pounds or lose 100 jobs. 
Newcastle City Council plans to 
slash more than 1,800 workers’ 
wages by up to a third.

Some workers could lose 
almost £4,000 a year—and 
bosses admitted that others 
could lose even more. 

The announcement is part of 
the Labour council’s £70 million 
cuts package.

Bosses intend to scrap 
shift allowances, weekend 
enhancements and to change the 
time the night rate of pay begins 
from 8pm to 10pm.

Newcastle City Unison union 
branch secretary Paul Gilroy 
slammed Labour’s cut as “a 
disgrace”. 

“Many of the staff affected 
care for the most vulnerable 
adults and children across the 
city and this is the thanks they 
get,” he said. 

Unions were meeting with their 
members last week to discuss 
their response. Gilroy said that 

“industrial action cannot be ruled 
out at this stage”.

Councillors have bleated on 
about how they don’t want to 
cut workers’ pay and conditions, 
but at the same time insist the 
council “must become more 
competitive”. 

Yet councillors voted last 
month to increase the chief 
executive’s pay by £24,000—
more than the average council 
workers’ salary. The top boss’s 

pay bracket is now up to 
£175,000 a year. Four other 
senior council officers got pay 
hikes of nearly £20,000. 

This was justified by an 
“increasing managerial 
challenge” to “take the 
organisation through a period of 
significant change”. 

Put another way, it’s 
management’s reward for driving 
through austerity.

Labour council leader Nick 
Forbes defended the pay 
inequality—because it’s not as 
bad as at some other councils.

Just a fortnight ago deputy 
leader Joyce McCarty was 
saying “it is only right” to pay 
staff enough “to have a decent 
standard of living”. Councillors 
at the time were slapping each 
other on the back for increasing 
the “Newcastle Living Wage” to 
£8.25 per hour.

No one would begrudge low 
paid workers that rise.

But surely it would be better to 
actually implement the outside of 
London living wage rate of  
£8.45 an hour.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK
Not guilty verdict for cop 
in Sean Rigg perjury case
THE TRIAL of former 
Metropolitan Police 
sergeant Paul White 
delivered a not guilty 
verdict on Tuesday. 

White had been 
accused of perjury 
in relation to 
evidence he gave at 
the inquest into the 
death of Sean Rigg. 

Sean died at 
Brixton police station 
in 2008.

The trial at 
Southwark Crown 
Court heard how 
White claimed that 
he had checked on 
Sean while he was 
being held in a van 
in the yard of Brixton 
police station. 

White made this 
claim three times, at 
two separate IPCC 
interviews in 2009 
and then again at the 
inquest in 2012. 

At the inquest he 
was confronted with 
CCTV footage that 
showed his claims 
were not true.

These facts were 
agreed by both the 
prosecution and the 
defence.

The defence 
case rested on 

White’s inability to 
remember the events 
leading up to Sean’s 
death. 

This was because 
of the amount of 
time that passed 
between 21 August 
2008 and two 
interviews conducted 
by the Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) 
on 20 and 26 March 
2009.

Therefore, the 
defence argued, 
White was not lying 
when he said he 
checked on Sean in 
the van.

When shown CCTV 

footage of himself, 
White was asked if 
he could remember 
the actions the 
courtroom saw him 
taking. 

“I can work out 
from what I’ve seen 
on CCTV and what 
I’ve read,” he replied.

White was 
collected from 
Southwark Crown 
Court by a police 
van. 

Once the trial 
ended on Tuesday, 
Sean’s sister Marcia 
Rigg said, “My 
brother was dying 
in the van and you 
knew it.”

Sean Rigg died at Brixton police station in 2008

 West Midlands cops to face  
 misconduct proceedings
COPS FROM West 
Midlands Police 
(WMP) will face 
Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission 
(IPCC) misconduct 
proceedings. They 
relate to the arrest 
and racial abuse 
of Don Lorenzo in 
Birmingham in 2007.

Police were 
called to his flat in 
Edgbaston. An internal 
investigation by 
WMP’s Professional 

Services Department 
into the incident 
in 2009 found that 
officers had done 
nothing wrong.

A jury reached a 
verdict in 2011 that 
Don had been racially 
abused and assaulted. 

In Don’s lawyer’s 
advice following the 
hearing, he describes 
how the jury agreed 
that “police officers 
called him a ‘fucking 
nigger’” and that 
“police officers kicked 

and punched him”. 
In 2012 WMP  

appealed against the 
ruling. Their appeal 
was overturned. 

They spent almost 
£150,000 in legal fees 
trying to block Don’s 
case.

Eight police officers 
and one staff member 
will face misconduct 
proceedings as a 
result of the recent 
investigation. 
Longer version at 
socialistworker.co.uk

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

WE CAN WIN IF LEFT CAN 
OFFER A WAY FORWARD  

 P
OLITICS IN 2016 have 
been bad enough to 
trigger a “Brexistential 
crisis”, Guardian 
newspaper columnist  

Jay Watts argued.
“Like Princess Diana’s death 

or 9/11,” he said, the Leave vote 
and the US election campaign “are 
world events that we struggle to 
compute”.

The US election result wasn’t 
known as Socialist Worker went 
to press. 

But whoever won, a bigot who 
brags about sexual assault had 
dominated the race.

A rise in racist attacks followed 
the Brexit vote. Now Ukip’s Nigel 
Farage claims he will lead a march 
of 100,000.

But that’s not the whole picture. 
The new president-elect of the 
US, whether Donald Trump or 
Hillary Clinton, will be the most 
hated and distrusted in its modern 
history. 

Trump would lead a Republican 
Party in more open revolt against 
him than the Parliamentary Labour 
Party is against Jeremy Corbyn.

Clinton would have legal threats 
hanging over her from the start. 

Her Democratic Party would 
be wary of the resentment that 

saw “democratic socialist” Bernie 
Sanders win 13 million votes for 
opposing her—then jeers for 
backing her.

Either president would try to 
rule for the rich and against their 
own working class supporters—
but will not necessarily find it easy 
to do so.

The election follows a modest 
surge in struggles from below. 

We’ve seen Sioux-led 
environmental protests at Standing 
Rock to Black Lives Matter and 
strikes at Verizon, fast food chains 
and elsewhere. 

In Britain there has been a 
long term rise in racism against 
migrants, but the majority of 
people polled want an immediate 

guarantee of EU migrants’ rights.
Four months of Theresa May 

have seen dizzying U-turns, cabinet 
splits and two MPs’ resignations.

Her government does not look 
capable of simply rolling over all 
opposition. 

Farage talks big for an interim 
leader of a party mired in farcical 
faction fights.

But there is no room for 
complacency. 

Fascist parties are gaining 
support in several countries 
across Europe. 

Mainstream politicians’ 
scapegoating of migrants here 
fuels racism. Fascist groups could 
grow in strength again.

But threats to the status quo 
should not mean that we defend 
the dire set-up that exists now.

That drove many on the 
left to defend the imperialist, 
undemocratic bosses’ club that is 
the European Union. 

It has driven calls to support 
the warmongering career 
politician Clinton.

Our hope lies in overthrowing 
the system that both represent. 

Instead of panicking about our 
rulers’ tribulations, we should 
seize the opportunities to exploit 
their weaknesses.

DON’T LOSE MOMENTUM
 L ABOUR CAN fight—to 

defend migrants and the 
NHS, for affordable housing 

and a £10 an hour living wage.
It can fight for everything that 

inspired hundreds of thousands of 
people to re-elect Jeremy Corbyn. 

The key is to involve those 
people in big campaigns that can 
win. There’s certainly potential. 

Mass rallies during last 
summer’s leadership contest were 
the backbone of a campaign that 
led Corbyn to a thumping victory.

It would be a crime if that 

potential was thrown away.
Unfortunately Corbyn supporting 
group Momentum looks as if it 
might do just that.

Many of Momentum’s leading 
figures prefer to focus on battles 
inside the Labour Party.

They think mobilising their 
membership for election 
campaigns is like turning a tap on 
and off. 

Without any activity that can 
involve most of Momentum’s 
members, a dispute between 
a small number of activists 

threatened to split the 
organisation. 

Last Saturday a meeting of just 
over 30 leading activists spent five 
hours discussing how to fight over 
Momentum’s internal structures.

They hope that battling inside 
Momentum will help them to 
wage similar battles inside Labour. 

This will not inspire the people 
who signed up to support Corbyn 
looking for a different kind of 
politics. 

Outward looking campaigns 
that fight for change in society can.

Threats to the  
status quo should 
not mean we 
defend the dire 
set-up that exists

‘‘ 

Socialist Worker  9 November 2016

 Prisoners riot in Bedford
AROUND 230 
prisoners protested 
over terrible living 
conditions and took 
control of at least 
two wings of Bedford 
Prison last Sunday. 

The riot forced 
prison guards to 
retreat to a “safe 
place”. It lasted for 
more than six hours.

Police from across 
Britain arrived shortly 

before 5pm. They only 
reported the situation 
as “resolved” later 
that night.

A report by Her 
Majesty’s Inspectorate 
of Prisons in May 
found prisoners in 
Bedford lived in 
crowded and cramped 
conditions. 

It also found a 
dramatic increase in 
self harm and drug 

problems among 
inmates.

One prisoner said 
inmates were being 
kept in their cells 
longer and fed in their 
cells “like dogs” ahead 
of the riot.

Mobile footage 
reportedly taken 
during the riot showed 
prisoners celebrating 
after taking control of 
one wing.

Newcastle Labour boss Nick Forbes BUILDING FIGHTING UNIONS  
IN THE ERA OF JEREMY CORBYN 

11am, Saturday 12 November, Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church,  
235 Shaftesbury Ave, London WC2H 8EP. Go to uniteresist.org

Unite the Resistance conference 

Speakers include lJohn McDonnell lMegan Charlton,  
Durham TA l Hannah Lawson, PCS National Museum Wales

On other pages...
Is Britain becoming more  
segregated? >>Pages 10&11
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STORMY WEATHER forecast for Theresa May and Jeremy Corbyn after last week’s High Court decision 

 Courts cause confusion and  
 chaos for Tories and Labour
N I G E L  FA RAG E ,  t h e  
former Ukip leader who 
is in temporary charge 
again, has pledged to 
lead a 100,000-strong  
demonstration in London. 

He wants to march on the 
day the Supreme Court con-
siders the next legal phase of 
the Brexit negotiations.

Farage’s threat poses seri-
ous questions for how the left 
should respond to the setback 
the Tories suffered last week.

The High Court decided 
that the government cannot 
trigger Brexit negotiations 
wi thout  par l iamentary 
approval. 

This threw Tory prime 
minister Theresa May’s time-
table into chaos.

Triggers
The court decided that both 
the House of Commons and 
the Lords will have to agree 
before the government trig-
gers Article 50. 

Triggering Article 50 will 
begin the two years of negoti-
ations to leave the European 
Union (EU). 

The ruling could at the 
very least slow the pro-
cess beyond May’s target of 
moving Article 50 before the 
end of March 2017.

As well as a flurry of 
amendments from MPs, the 
government could face foot-
dragging by unelected Lords.

The government is there-
fore appealing to the Supreme 
Court, and Farage’s march 
is designed to pressure the 

judges to allow the appeal.
Amid the confusion Tory MP 
Stephen Phillips resigned 
from the Tories and will leave 
parliament. 

Phillips was pro-Brexit but 
said he was unhappy that the 
Tories had tried to avoid par-
liamentary approval for the 
process. 

While an MP, he has 
topped up his salary by 
£750,000 a year working as 
a barrister and judge.

Labour has also been 
thrown into confusion by the 
court’s decision.

Labour leader Jeremy 

Corbyn said on Sunday that 
Labour MPs would not vote 
to trigger Article 50 unless 
the Tories agreed to the par-
ty’s “Brexit bottom lines”.

These were British firms’ 
access to the single market, 
no watering down of EU 
workplace rights, and guar-
antees on safeguarding con-
sumers and the environment. 

They also included a prom-
ise that, if capital investment 
is lost as a result of Brexit, 
then the British government 
will make up the shortfall. 

Movement
There is apparently no 
“bottom line” over freedom 
of movement of workers.

Corbyn was then contra-
dicted by deputy leader Tom 
Watson who said Labour 
would not block Article 50. 

Labour’s shadow Brexit 
secretary Keir Starmer has 
also said there were no cir-
cumstances in which Labour 
would block Article 50.

The issue of the single 
market may not sound cen-
trally significant. 

But single market rules 
are precisely those that have 
been used to smash the anti-
austerity struggle in Greece. 

They include the regula-
tions used to force through 
privatisation and prevent 
nationalisation. 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Fight for a left Brexit
ANY socialist  
approach to Brexit 
has to say clearly that 
we are for freedom of 
movement of workers 
and against membership 
of the single market. But 
it’s wrong to try to halt 
Article 50 in parliament.

There should be 
debate, campaigning 
and struggle to shape 
the type of Brexit 
that is agreed. 

But this must not 
become an attempt to 
reverse the referendum 
result by the back door—
as many MPs and liberal 
commentators would like. 

If Labour seeks to find 

a pretext to vote against 
Article 50 this will 
simply strengthen the 
forces of the racist right. 

It will mean the racists 
find it easier to pose 
falsely as “champions 
of the people”.

The answer to 
Nigel Farage is not to 
demonstrate against 
Brexit. Labour and the 
trade unions have to 
campaign for a positive 
vision of a Brexit. 

This must include 
more rights for migrants 
and refugees, defending 
and extending workers’ 
rights, and breaking 
from austerity policies.

 Open warfare after  
 Brexit court ruling
IS BRITAIN beginning to experience the kind of “culture 
war” that divides the political elite in the US? 

Until recently the tops of both Democrat and Republican 
parties were broadly agreed in supporting neoliberalism and 
maintaining a global empire enforced by the Pentagon. 

But back in September 1992 Pat Buchanan proclaimed 
on behalf of the Republican right a “cultural war”. He 
denounced Bill and Hillary Clinton for pursuing an agenda 
on issues such as abortion and LGBT+ rights that was “not 
the kind of change we can tolerate in a nation that we still 
call God’s country”.

The anger generated over these so-called “social issues” 
has gradually migrated from the margins to the very centre 
of Republican politics. It now powers Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign.

Brexit has created what is beginning to look like a similar 
kind of polarisation in Britain. The political establishment 
and its allies in the corporate media share broadly the same 
outlook. That is support for neoliberalism and austerity, and 
for Nato and the alliance with the US. Hence their shared 
distaste for Jeremy Corbyn.

But they are divided over the European Union (EU). The 
Leavers among them have been cock-a-hoop since 24 June. 
They celebrate the bright although largely indeterminate 
future the vote to leave the EU has opened. 

The Remainers, meanwhile, are seething with rage at 
what they regard as the theft of their future. But they talked 
quite as much nonsense during the referendum campaign as 
the likes of Boris Johnson and Michael Gove did.

The High Court ruling that the government can’t activate 
Article 50 to leave the EU without parliamentary approval 
has brought the mutual loathing to white heat.

Comparing the coverage in the media is like watching 
different ideological apparatuses of the British state at war 
with one another. Meanwhile, to gauge the attitude of the 
capitalist class itself one has only to look at the pound. This 
has had its best week in the currency markets since March. 

The bosses want either no Brexit or as soft a Brexit as 
possible. What Karl Marx called the economic base and the 
ideological and political superstructure of British society are 
out of alignment with one another.

Extinguish
The High Court judgement concludes that the executive 
cannot use the royal prerogative to extinguish rights created 
by the European treaties. This seems perfectly reasonable 
on democratic grounds. Left wing Labour MP Tony Benn 
often denounced the way governments hid behind the 
prerogative.

But even if the Supreme Court upholds this judgement, 
this won’t stop Brexit, despite the urgings of some 
Remainers. For example, Polly Toynbee writes in the 
Guardian newspaper, “It’s not anti-democratic to try to stop 
what so many other countries see as an incomprehensible act 
of economic suicide.” 

Most MPs—74 percent—may have voted to remain. But—
among the voters—only 39 percent of constituencies voted 
remain. That makes a parliamentary vote to reject the results 
of the referendum suicidal as well as undemocratic.

But the High Court judgement does underline two things. 
First, negotiating Brexit is going to be very difficult indeed 
for Theresa May. 

She will have to balance the interests of big business, the 
demands of the Tory Brexiteers, and the hardball tactics that 
the rest of the EU will use. Steering Article 50 through both 
houses of parliament will make this that much harder.

Secondly, the content of Brexit remains a largely open 
question. May’s mantra “Brexit means Brexit” has become a 
laughing stock. She has allowed the Tory right to impose its 
own meaning—an ultra-neoliberal, xenophobic Britain that 
probably doesn’t fully correspond to her own objective.

But there’s no reason to accept the Brexiteers’ definition 
of life outside the EU. Corbyn has made a stab at defining an 
economic alternative, but he hasn’t had much support from 
the rest of the left. 

Too many are still mourning their lost fantasy object of 
the EU, or engaging in Toynbee-like daydreams. It’s time to 
develop and fight for an anti-capitalist alternative that can 
break out of the establishment culture war.

 Ukip leader Nigel Farage
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 Thousands face eviction  
 due to lower benefit cap
by DAVE SEWELL

A TIGHTENING of the benefit cap 
from this week will make up to 
150,000 more households unable 
to pay their rent. It would also 
affect over 300,000 children.

The majority of those affected 
will be lone female parents and 
their children—and they will lose 
as much as £500 a month.

Some 250 households in Leeds 
are already hit by the cap. The coun-
cil expects a further 1,150 to face 
cuts—and campaign group Hands 
Off Our Homes (HOOH) puts the 
figure closer to 1,900.

The government insists this is 
about making sure people on ben-
efits don’t get more than low paid 
workers—“making work pay”.

This punishes people for not get-
ting jobs that aren’t there or that 
they can’t apply for due to their 
caring responsibilities and child-
care costs.

And many benefit claimants are 
in work. The cap only spares those 
who do more than 16 hours a week.

The total amount a household 
can claim from most working age 
benefits was capped in 2013.

The cap was reduced from £500 
a week to £385 for households 
outside London and from £350 to 
£258 for single people starting from 
Monday of this week.

In London it was slashed to £442 
for households and £296 for single 
people.

These include households where 
someone works part-time. The 
majority are lone parent households.

The amount claimed sounds 
high, and it is. But most of it goes 
straight to private landlords who 
charge extortionate rents.

John Davies of HOOH told 
Socialist Worker, “These landlords 
often aren’t the sort to let people 
get behind on rent, so we could see 
whole families being evicted.”

Crisis
The cut is likely to cause an even 
more intense crisis for local gov-
ernment. John explained, “When 
someone is in that position either 
the council bails them out or they 
lose their home.

“But if that happens the council 
has a statutory obligation to provide 
accommodation for the children. 
And that can cost tens of thousands 
a week.”

For this reason many councils are 
looking to absorb much of the cut 
through measures such as a discre-
tionary housing payments (DHPs). 
But this won’t help everyone.

And the funding the government 
provides for DHPs already falls 
short of mitigating the bedroom tax, 
forcing councils to top it up. John 
said, “Based on the council’s fig-
ures, this will cost them £600,000 a 

quarter. We think it will be more like  
£1.7 million.

“As it is, they’ve been making cuts 
for so long that there’s no flesh left 
and they are well into the bone. 

“And George Osborne’s cut to 
council house rents leaves Leeds a 
£283 million hole in its budget for 
the next ten years.”

It could take three months for the 
new cap to be implemented, with 
big cities such as Leeds taking the 
longest. That’s a window for build-
ing resistance.

HOOH is trying to make contact 
with people affected by the cap—
and addressing Labour Party ward 
meetings. 

John said, “The council hasn’t 
wanted to touch us for a long time. 
But this is starting to galvanise 
Labour members.”

On other pages...
Rotherham 12 trial hears of cops’ 
failings >>Page 16

HUNDREDS OF thousands of homes in Britain are empty—and the benefit cap could create even more 

Free schools’ waste of cash
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE COST of failing 
free schools is rising, 
according to Department for 
Education (DfE) figures. 

The government has 
spent nearly £2 million 
on free schools that failed 
to open since 2011. 

Last year was the most 
expensive year so far.

Some £700,000 was 
spent on five free schools 
that didn’t open.

Free schools are a way 
for the government to 
undermine state education 
and open schools to the 
market and privatisation. 

They receive public funding 

but are run privately.  The 
government gives grants 
to trusts that intend to 
open a free school. 

But the funding can’t be 
reclaimed if a free school 
project is cancelled before 
opening, as long as it has been 
spent according to DfE rules.

The Tories set a target 
of 500 new free schools 
opening between May last 
year and May 2020.

Toby Young, who heads 
the New Schools Network 
charity that lobbies for more 
free schools, wants the 
figure to be even higher.

Labour shadow education 
secretary Angela Rayner said 
money is “being wasted on an 
ideological Tory obsession”.

RIGHT TO BUY
Key housing 
policy will 
be delayed
THE TORY policy of extending 
Right to Buy to housing 
associations is in trouble. 

A senior civil servant at the 
Department for Communities 
and Local Government (DCLG) 
spoke at a National Housing 
Federation meeting last 
weekend.

She said the government 
has too many issues to deal 
with after the vote to leave the 
European Union to push through 
the issue.

“The Brexit vote has made 
us think about timing and 
is leading to a delay in the 
process,” said Hilary Davies. 

“The new government is 
supporting Right to Buy, but you 
can imagine what is at the top 
of their to-do list currently.”

The policy is a key part of 
the Tories’ hated Housing and 
Planning Act. Shelving it will 
have implications for the rest of 
the Act.

Implemented
It is increasingly unlikely that 
the Act will be implemented by 
April 2017.

Davies went on to say that 
the Tories’ housing policy under 
Theresa May would be outlined 
in a White Paper due alongside 
the Autumn Statement on  
23 November. 

The possible delay over 
Right to Buy comes as 
housing bosses and bankers 
are pressuring the Tories to 
shift away from pushing home 
ownership. They see the private 
rental sector (PRS) as more 
profitable. 

UBS bank criticised the 
Tories’ “obsessive policy of 
home ownership for all”. It 
called for financial incentives 
to encourage investment in the 
PRS. 

Fights against the Housing 
Act and to defend council 
housing must include private 
renters.
Protest outside parliament on  
23 November. Go to bit.ly/2eEN7tZ 

FIGURE IT OUT
 1.9  million homes were 

sold under Right 
to Buy between 
October 1980 and 
March 2013

 11  thousand were sold 
off in 2012—almost 
double the previous 
year’s figure 
according to Shelter

 59  thousand families 
were in temporary 
accommodation 
in June 2014 in 
England
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 Tories back  
 clampdown  
 by Turkish  
 government
Britain’s government has given its 
seal of approval to the Turkish state’s 
crackdown, writes Charlie Kimber

THE BRITISH government has 
lined up to support the Turkish 
state’s brutal assault on demo-
cratic rights.

As the regime of Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan last week arrested oppo-
sition MPs, Tory foreign secretary 
Boris Johnson praised the regime. 

“Turkey is critical for our secu-
rity, for our struggle against terror 
and, of course, critical for managing 
the conflict in Syria,” he said. 

He made vague noises about 
“serious concerns” over “the han-
dling of media and politicians”. But 
the main message was clear—carry 
on with the crackdown.

This should come as no surprise. 
The British government last year 
stated that Turkey was a “priority 
market” for arms exports.

On Friday of last week the 
Turkish authorities detained 11 MPs 
from the pro-Kurdish and left wing 
Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP).

Those seized include the party’s 
co-chairs Selahattin Demirtas and 
Figen Yuksekdag.

The MPs were held on trumped-
up terror charges. This is a major 
escalation of a clampdown that has 
seen Kurdish and left wing media 
outlets closed down and the joint 
mayors of Diyarbakir arrested.

Arrests
The Turkish government has also 
announced plans to reintroduce 
the death penalty and ordered the 
arrests of the editor-in-chief and 
columnists of Cumhuriyet, one of 
Turkey’s oldest newspapers.

Access to social media sites 
Twitter, Facebook and Whatsapp 
was blocked for hours in large parts 
of Turkey last Friday in order to 
make protest more difficult.

Dermirtas released a statement 
through his solicitor saying, “Those 
who think they can break our will 
with cheap conspiracies only con-
firm their own pitiful nature. 

“No matter what the circum-
stances, we will continue our  
democratic and political struggle.”

Erdogan’s repressive regime has 
used July’s failed coup as an excuse 

to bear down on all forms of opposi-
tion. The HDP denounced the coup 
attempt but Erdogan thinks he can 
get away with the crackdown partly 
because other countries are so des-
perate to keep Turkey’s backing for 
their manoeuvres in Syria.

Despite intense attacks from the 
state, the HDP received more than 
five million votes—11 percent of 
the total—in November 2015. It is 
the third largest party in Turkey’s 
parliament.

Thousands of people joined an 
emergency rally called by support-
ers of the HDP and the Kurdish 
struggle in London last Saturday.  

The demonstration was organ-
ised by Democratic Unity of Forces, 
made up of 17 British-based Kurdish 
and Turkish organisations.

The British-based Solidarity with 
the People of Turkey campaign 
said, “We are calling for an end to 
the state of emergency and for the 
release of all the arrested HDP MPs, 
as well as all opposition journal-
ists, writers and academics arrested 
under the recent purge on opposi-
tion media outlets.”
Tweet solidarity to @HDPenglish and 
go to SPOT (Solidarity with the  
People of Turkey) on Facebook 

Read more online
More news, analysis and reports 
on Turkey at bit.ly/2eOsp8w

BACK STORY
In July a coup backed by 
sections of the army failed to 
seize power in Turkey
lIt signalled the deep divisions 
within the Turkish ruling class 
in a society destabilised by 
revolution and war in Syria
lPresident Erdogan used the 
coup to increase his personal 
power and crush his enemies
lThe popular mobilisations 
on the streets that helped beat 
the coup can also beat back his 
regime’s current crackdown

Mass movement to get rid of hated 
president has power to go further 
by WORKERS SOLIDARITY 

A MOVEMENT demanding the 
resignation of president Park 
Geun-hye has exploded onto the 
streets of South Korea. Some 
200,000 people protested in the 
capital Seoul last Saturday, as did 
tens of thousands in other cities.

This follows demonstrations 
of tens of thousands the previous 
weekend.

A day of action called for this 
weekend is expected to bring half 
a million people out. 

The protests are in response 
to revelations that Park has 
long kept a secret, unelected, 
“adviser”. Choi Soon-sil has 
influenced government policy 
from university admissions to key 
government appointments.

Choi is being charged with 
fraud and abuse of power. She is 
suspected of coercing companies 
into donating over £54 million 
to charities and organisations 
associated with her.

The offices of electronics 
manufacturer Samsung have been 

raided as part of the investigation 
into her activities. 

The firm reportedly donated 
over £2 million to a German 
front company Choi set up to 
fund her daughter’s horse riding 
lessons.

Despite all this, it’s not certain 
that Park will be forced to step 
down. If she is, there will be a 
presidential election within two 
months. 

During the December 2012 
presidential election, the ruling 
class almost unanimously backed 
Park. She is the daughter of the 
former military dictator Park 
Chung-hee. 

Bosses hoped Park would be 
the “Korean Thatcher” at a time 
when Korean capitalism was 
becoming increasingly unstable.

But the near-unanimous 
support she once enjoyed is 
coming unstuck. 

Park has been forced to 
publicly apologise twice within 
ten days as her approval ratings 
fell to a historic low of 5 percent. 

But although the South Korean 
ruling class is in crisis, Park 

may be allowed to limp through 
to the presidential elections in 
December 2017.

The political crisis is a golden 
opportunity for radical left 
activists and militant trade 
unionists to build pressure 
on the left wing Korean 
Confederation of Trade Unions 
(KCTU) leadership. 

The left of the working class 
movement is campaigning to 
press the KCTU to call a general 
strike. Railway workers are 
already out. 

Workers Solidarity, along with 
other left wing organisations, has 
initiated a petition calling for the 
KCTU to call a general strike—
some five thousand workers 
signed in just two days. 

The radical left is in a better 
position than ever to play a 
leading role in the movement. 

This is a new, turbulent period 
in which the revolutionary left 
can build the class struggle and 
make real gains.
Workers Solidarity is Socialist 
Worker’s sister newspaper in  
South Korea 

OVER 200,000 people joined protests across South Korea last Saturday  Picture: Workers solidarity

 South Korea

8 INTERNATIONAL Socialist Worker 9 November 2016



LETTERS Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BWLETTERS Socialist Worker 9 November 2016

9

Fisk is right 
about poppy
I WAS glad to see Robert 
Fisk talk about the 
“disgrace” of the poppy.

He’s right to point 
out the hypocrisy of 
warmongering politicians 
who “mourn” the victims 
of their conflicts.

The political class 
doesn’t care about the 
war dead.

Jackie Carter
West London

nTHE governing football 
bodies could resolve the 
row about the poppy 
ban effortlessly. White 
poppies for peace would 
keep everyone happy.

William Burns
Edinburgh

Remembering 
racist history
BBC RADIO 4 dedicated 
a programme to Asquith 
Xavier, who came to 
Britain from the West 
Indies and worked as a 
train guard.

When he sought a 
transfer in 1966 he found 
that management and 
the National Union of 
Railwaymen operated a 
colour bar.

We have become a 
much more tolerant 
society. 

But when racism rears 
its ugly head we should 
condemn it.

John Appleyard
West Yorkshire

Refugees and 
signs of stress
IT’S WITH great 
sadness I’ve read the 
recent attacks on  
unaccompanied child 
refugees in other papers.

Neither my children 
nor I have faced daily 
bombings, starvation, 
threats of rape, forced 
conscription and no 
health care.

But if we had, I 
suspect we might look a 
bit older than our actual 
years.

Jo Rust
King’s Lynn

System loves 
Sir Shifty
EVEN THE Pensions 
Regulator seems 
determined not to let Sir 
Philip Green off the hook 
over the theft of BHS 
workers’ pensions.

The gap in the pension 
scheme is £571 million.

Billionaire Green has 
done nothing effective 
to resolve it—yet gets to 
keep his knighthood. 

Shelley Palmer
Louth

Just a 
thought...

Ukip’s Suzanne Evans 

 We must keep Ukip out of our schools
SUZANNE EVANS, Ukip 
leadership candidate, has 
said more good “kippers” 
need to become teachers.

The idea is dangerous 
and ridiculous.

Teacher standards 
state that equality and 
inclusion should be 
actively promoted in 
schools. 

But the right wingers 
of Ukip would be unable 
to do this—and would be 
breaking the law.

Teaching children 
about British history is 
important. We need to be 
able to learn from history 
so the same mistakes are 

not made again.
Although if you look 

at the utter disaster of 
the dismantling of the 
Calais camp, where 1,500 
children have been left 
with only volunteers 
supporting them, I’m 

not sure we have learnt 
enough. 

I don’t think Ukip 
can be taken seriously 
as a party, especially 
with recent events that 
have occurred between 
members. 

And I certainly don’t 
think they should become 
teachers to influence 
childrens’ knowledge of 
history. 

To think “kippers” want 
to teach children the right 
way to remember history 
is quite frankly scary and 
very worrying. 

Amy Barry
Sheffield

Orgreave 
shows up 
Tory fears
HOME SECRETARY Amber 
Rudd’s refusal to  
investigate the Battle of 
Orgreave is outrageous, but 
not surprising.

Orgreave was a 
potentially crucial 
development in the miners’ 
strike—and Margaret 
Thatcher, the police and 
press colluded to prevent it. 

The slogan “Turn 
Orgreave into Saltley” 
summed it up.

In February 1972 the 
first national miners’ strike 
since 1926 was biting. 

Saltley coking works in 
Birmingham became a 
flashpoint. Some 30,000 
Birmingham engineers 
struck to support the 
miners and up to 15,000 
marched to Saltley. 

The mass picket closed 
the works and the strike 
went on to victory. 

We must remember what 
Thatcher’s government was 
scared of—defeat at the 
hands of the working class.

Pete Jackson
Birmingham

nAMBER RUDD said there 
is a difference between 
South Yorkshire Police 
(SYP) handling of  
Hillsborough and Orgreave.

She is right. At 
Hillsborough it was sheer 
incompetence and  
cover-up. 

At Orgreave the SYP 
went organised, armed 
with long sticks, horses and 
with the full support of 
Margaret Thatcher’s 
government to attack the 
miners.

It is no surprise that 
the Tories don’t want an 
inquiry!

Alan Watts
North London

SNP aids Theresa May 
by backing Heathrow 
THE SURPRISE decision by 
the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) to support the new 
Heathrow runway is 
outrageous.

It goes completely 
against the SNP's claim to 
be green.

And importantly it helps 
to stabilise a viciously right 
wing Tory government by 
handing 56 parliamentary 
votes to Theresa May. 

This will enable her to 
overrule the Tory rebels in 
parliament on this issue.

The SNP has always 
abstained on matters that 

did not directly affect 
Scotland but not in this 
case. 

The whole matter stinks.
Duncan Brown 

Glasgow

nGEORGE Osborne said 
last week that migrants 
don’t take jobs from people 
born in Britain.

But he went on to say a 
skills shortage was a “big 
problem”.

Either way, it’s still 
blaming working people.

Sammy Stone
Bristol

Tories’ attacks on benefits 
make claimants more sick
THE GOVERNMENT’S claims to 
help Employment Support 
Allowance (ESA) sickness benefit 
claimants into work are ridiculous.

I used to work until I was 
hospitalised with a severe brain 
illness. Since then I’ve had 
aggressive migraines and become 
very sensitive to bright lights and 
loud noises.

I never know when I’m going to 
have an attack. I can go days 
without one and then wake up one 
morning so ill I can’t get up.

I can’t get disability benefits 
because I can still walk. But I have 
to wear sunglasses just to go 
round the supermarket.

When I was called into the job 
centre the lights made me ill. But 

you have to go for your 
appointments or they cut off your 
income.

It doesn’t matter how hard you 
try to explain what illness you’ve 
got, they aren’t interested. 

I ask them what will happen if 
I’m hospitalised again. Aggressive 
migraines can cause strokes or 
brain haemorrhages. They say that 
won’t happen, but they don’t know 
that.

I’m not allowed to see the report 
on me. If I appeal I can only win 
£40 a fortnight backdated. That 
doesn’t even cover the bills.

Now I have been told to find 
voluntary work or lose my 
benefits. 

I would lose my house—I don’t 

know how they expect me to live.
But the work they want me to 

do is in a shop. I can’t work under 
the bright lights.

I’ve applied at the marketplace. 
But if the lights make me ill I’ll 
have to come home, and the job 
centre will be checking up on me 
every week. 

I don’t know what to do. 
People think being sick off work 

is like a holiday. I wouldn’t wish it 
on anybody.

If someone can’t work they can’t 
work. But the government keeps 
piling on the pressure. That 
doesn’t help people—it only makes 
them more ill.

Chlare
Scarborough
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 IS BRITAIN
 BECOMING
 MORE
 SEGREGATED?
A report claiming to show parts of Britain being 
‘segregated’ by ethnic minorities and Muslims has fed 
racist scaremongering and political posturing. But its 
flawed definitions paint a misleading picture, residents 
told Tomáš Tengely-Evans

B
RITAIN IS becoming 
dangerously segregated— 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
deeply flawed report 
t h a t  a n t i - m i g ra n t  
politicians and newspa-

pers have received with glee.
Entitled “Is segregation increas-

ing in the UK?”, by “experts”  
professors Ted Cantle and Eric 
Kaufmann, it warns of a “growing 
isolation of the White majority from 
minorities in urban zones”. 

In his glowing foreword right wing 
Labour MP Chuka Umunna says 
it will “inform the work of the All 
Party Parliamentary Group on Social 
Integration, in particular our ongoing 
inquiry into immigration”.

But the report’s definition of  
segregation is selective and misleading,  
and this skews its conclusions—as 
people in the areas it points to told 
Socialist Worker.

The Daily Mail newspaper rounded 
on Savile Town in Dewsbury, West 
Yorkshire, as “one of the most racially 
homogenous” places identified in the 
report.

“Not because everyone is an indig-
enous Yorkshire man or woman … 
but exactly the opposite,” it ranted. 
Apparently Muslims have “forced” 
white people out.

But Mohammed Pandor, a Mufti, 
from Dewsbury, said, “Savile Town 
is not a ‘no-go’ area just for Muslims 
and mixing does go on.

“If someone who wasn’t Asian 
walked through no one would bat an 
eyelid.”

Which version is true? The 
National Census figures bear out 
Mohammed’s account. It found that 
all religious groups were “less segre-
gated” in 2011 than in 2001 across 
the borough of Kirklees.

This means their homes are more 
spread out across different areas. 

This residential segregation of ethnic 
groups also decreased through the 
1990s as Caribbean and Pakistani 
people have continued to spread out 
beyond the areas where they origi-
nally settled. 

Even people who live in relatively 
concentrated areas are likely to mix 
with other ethnic groups outside of 
the home, at work or school.

As Mohammed said, “When I went 
to school, I was the only Asian boy 
apart from one other from Pakistan. 
My children went to a non-Islamic 
school too. The majority of people 
send their children to schools that 
aren’t Muslim, because they want the 
school to reflect society.” 

Another kind of mixing is on the 
increase too—within households 
and families. One in ten households 
in Kirklees contain more than one 
ethnic group. The proportion of the 

This view of ‘social 
cohesion often has 
one target in 
particular—
Muslims

‘‘ There’s enforced 
segregation in 
some areas as the 
poor are being 
driven out

‘‘ population identifying as “mixed 
ethnic” has increased by 75 percent 
during the 2000s. 

How does the report get the place 
so wrong? The problem is in how it 
measures segregation. The places 
where it says segregation is going 
up are those where the proportion of 
“White British” people in the popula-
tion is going down.

No wonder right wingers who see 
this as a problem have seized on it.

But the people in Britain who are 
most likely to be limited to mixing 
mostly with members of their own 
ethnic group are white and middle 
class.

That doesn’t count as segrega-
tion because their perceived values 
and culture are seen as the norm for 

British society. It’s only a problem if 
the people who aren’t “integrating” 
are ethnic minorities.

This view of “social cohesion” often 
has one target in particular—Muslims. 

Mohammed said, “This is just part 
of the scapegoating that’s going on 
and the media has an important part 
in it. They always need a scapegoat—
first it was Jewish people, then it was 
Irish people and now it’s our turn.”

D
EFINING segregation 
as a fall in the white 
population also lumps 
together everyone who 
isn’t white. This leads to 
the misleading claim of 

segregation in parts of Birmingham 
and Bradford.

Mirfat Sulaiman who lives in 
Birmingham’s Handsworth area said, 
“There aren’t many white people in 
Handsworth—but it’s a very mixed 
area with people from all over the 
world.”

She added, “People mix at work 
and in the community. I don’t go to 
the swimming pool at the moment 
because it’s really run down, but it’s 

a place where you could sit down and 
just chat with the ladies.”

This points to one of the causes 
for the segregation that does exist—
social deprivation. Racism means 
people from ethnic minorities are 
more likely to be locked out of some 
jobs and priced out of some housing.

Marv Scott grew up in Blackburn, 
where the report notes the “White 
British” population has shrunk from 
76 percent to 66.5 percent between 
2001 and 2011. 

He said, “The word segregation 
is misleading and it hides many  
factors—low pay, quality housing 
shortages and of course racism.

“I grew up in a typical working 
class terrace in the 1970s and ‘80s. 
There was no segregation as far as 
we were concerned—we used to go 
round Asian friends’ houses for tea. 

“We moved to a bigger house as 
our family grew and so did our neigh-
bours if they could afford it. But many 
were taxi drivers or factory workers—
on low pay and long hours. 

“So the Asian community in 
Blackburn has more or less stayed 
where I grew up. These houses were 

small—two up, two down. They still 
exist across many towns in Lancashire 
and Yorkshire.” 

Mirfat agreed, “If white people 
are more likely to move out that’s 
because they can afford to live in a 
better area. But If you’re a migrant, 
you tend to live in more run down 
areas where the rent is cheaper—they 
can afford it, but we can’t.”

Racism can play a more direct role 
in shaping where people live. It can 
drive people to seek the support and 
protection of people from the same 
background as them.

James, a refugee from Gambia 
who now lives in Birmingham said, 
“A friend of mine lived in Walsall in 
a predominately white area. 

“When she came home from work 
there’d be rubbish left around her 
house and sometimes things were put 
through her letterbox. That’s someone 
who has lived in Britain for 32 years.

“It got bad to the extent that she 
had to move to Birmingham because 
of her children.” 

R
ACISM ALSO shapes 
what are seen as “good” 
and “bad” areas in the 
first place. Mohammed 
said there had been “an 
element of white flight” 

from Savile Town.
“If someone wanted to live here 

they’d be welcome to, but we can’t 
force people to stay,” he said.

“When my parents came to Savile 
Town in the 1960s, we were the first 
Asian family on our street. 

“But our neighbours didn’t want 
to live next to an Asian family and 
they sold up. An Asian family moved 
in, then the neighbour opposite sold 
up too.”

But this has to be seen as one ele-
ment of a much broader process, 
warns University College London 
lecturer Dr Stephen Jivraj. He co-
authored a report busting claims of 
segregation, “Ethnic Identity and 
Diversity in Britain”.

He told Socialist Worker, “What’s 
taking place is not segregation in 
terms of people living in separate 
space. The white population is declin-
ing in some areas, but that’s part of 
a process that’s been going on for the 
last half century.

“Even during the 1950s when there 
were relatively few migrants, there 
was an outward move from the cities 
by more affluent people.

“Then when you had an influx of 
migrants in the 1950s, 1960s and the 
1970s, the populations in inner cities 
were often replenished by migrants.” 
He added that in general, “White 

people are not avoiding mixed areas 
in cities.

“But as the white population 
moved out to the outer areas, migrant 
populations moved into the poorer 
inner areas. 

“Then as the white population 
moves further, the ethnic population 
then move into those outer areas.

“But that’s not exclusively white 
people—in Leicester large numbers 
of Asian people are moving out to the 
suburbs as they’ve moved up.”

There is a kind of enforced segre-
gation in many areas—with housing 
policy, low pay and benefit cuts driv-
ing out the poor. 

Cantle and Kaufmann position 
themselves as moderate liberals, not 
rabid racists. They call for incentives 
for white people to live in mixed 
areas, for example.

The report even acknowledges 
that “segregation can be said to be 
declining nationwide” both “in terms 
of overall diversity” and the way it is 
“more evenly spread”. 

But they do worry about “some excep-
tions”. Their methods are fundamen-
tally flawed, and this gives dangerous  
support to the myth of a segregated 
Britain that racists love to use.

Stephen said, “The problem is how 
the term ‘segregation’ is used. When 
academics like me talk about segre-
gation they largely mean ‘residen-
tial segregation’—but that’s part of a 
natural process. 

“In around 100 or 200 years time 
every area will be like Newham in 
east London—super diverse.

“In some parts of life more could 
be done to encourage more mixing—
for example not many people from 
ethnic minorities are at the top of pro-
fessions. But segregation is not going 
up in everyday life.”

Nigel Farage (right) and other hard 
right politicians complain about 
migrants changing the character 
of British streets. They want to 
go back to mythical days of an all 
white Britain

Some parts of British society, 
such as the police, are extremely 
segregated (above). But the 
report’s authors seem untroubled 
by this

Ethnic mixing in the City of 
London trading offices (above). 
The rich are among the most 
segregated parts of our society, so 
why does the new report not take 
them to task?

Mixed—Newham in east London

This is what diversity looks like: Protesting against Nazis in Dewsbury
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Bring down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 16 Nov, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BRADFORD
After the presidential 
election—where 
next for the US?
Thu 17 Nov, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Bring down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 24 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BURNLEY
Hinkley Point—is nuclear 
power the answer?
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Over the Rainbow—
LGBT+ liberation for 
the 21st Century
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN. 
Book launch
COLCHESTER
Capitalism vs the 
environment—why 
won’t our rulers act?
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,
CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
Russia in Syria—
is the intervention a 
force for good?
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
What we mean by 
democratic centralism
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH
DUNDEE
Hungary 1956 and the 
crisis of Stalinism
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
HARLOW
Syria—revolution,  
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Thu 24 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Syria—revolution,  
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Wed 16 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
The Paris Commune 
1871—the first time 
workers took power
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

LANCASTER
Bring down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 17 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Hungary 1956—when 
workers seized control
Thu 17 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: EALING
What next for Britain 
and the EU?
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge, YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE

LONDON: HACKNEY
Islamophobia—why do our 
rulers scapegoat Muslims?
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Is Africa paying the cost 
of climate change?
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Is the media all powerful?
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA

LONDON: NEWHAM
From coal mines to call 
centres, how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 16 Nov, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
80 years since the Battle 
of Cable Street—how we 
drove back the fascists
Wed 16 Nov, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
After the presidential 
election—where 
next for the US?
Wed 23 Nov, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, 
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MEDWAY
After the presidential 
election—where 
next for the US?
Thu 24 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Syria—revolution, 
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
The politics of disability
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

NOTTINGHAM
Syria—revolution, 
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Rosa Luxemburg—
reform or revolution?
Wed 23 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
POOLE
Arguments for revolution
Wed 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB
PORTSMOUTH
After the presidential 
election—where 
next for the US?
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
ROTHERHAM
After the presidential 
election—where 
next for the US?
Wed 16 Nov, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Bring down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Thu 17 Nov, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church, 
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Why does capitalism 
breed war?
Wed 23 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
YORK
Lessons from Chile 
1973—can socialism come 
through parliament? 
Wed 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

LONDON
Portrait of Palestine
With cartoonist Tim 
Sanders and friends.
Tue 29 Nov, 6-9pm,
Four Corners Gallery,
121 Roman Rd,
E2 0QN.
Entrance £10 
NATIONAL
National demo—United 
for Education
Sat 19 Nov, assemble 12 noon, 
Park Lane (nearest tube 
stations Marble Arch 
and Bond Street).
Organised by National Union 
of Students and University 
and College Union
Marxism 2017
Thur 6-Sun 9 July 2017,
Central London. 
A four-day political 
festival hosted by the 
Socialist Workers Party. 
marxismfestival.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 30 Nov, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

BRISTOL
Wed 23 Nov, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Avenue 
(off Clarendon Rd),
CB2 8DB

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Lane, 
L1 3BT

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 30 Nov, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP

LONDON: NORTH
Wed 23 Nov, 7.45pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
4 Vincent Rd,West Green,
N15 3QH

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Thu 1 Dec, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG

MANCHESTER
Thu 17 Nov, 7pm, 
Mechanics institute,
103 Princess St,
M1 6DD

NORWICH
Thu 24 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 1 Dec, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

SWANSEA
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Environment Centre,
Pier St, SA1 1RY

YORK
Wed 23 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Priory Street 
Community Centre,
15 Priory St,
YO1 6ET

After Corbyn’s re-election 
How do we fight 
for socialism?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

1 Bloomsbury St,  London 
WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

BOOKMARKS 
the socialist 
bookshop

£3

£3

£2

£3

£9.99

STAND UP TO RACISM PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRIGHTON
Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
AO1 Arts A,
University of Sussex,
Falmer, 
BN1 9RH.
With Sally Hunt (UCU), 
Zak Cochrane, Azad Ali

EDINBURGH
Thu 17 Nov, 7pm, 
LG08 David Hulme Tower,
University of Edinburgh,
South Bridge, 
EH8 9YL.
With Tommy Sheppard MP, 
human rights lawyer Aamer 
Anwar and others.

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Sat 19 Nov, 2pm,
Harmony Hall, 10 Truro Rd, 
Waltham Forest, E17 7BY

OXFORD
Thu 17 Nov, 7pm,
Oxford Town Hall, 
St Aldate’s, OX1 1BX

PORTSMOUTH
Thu 24 Nov, 7pm,
Portsmouth Friendship 
Centre, Elm Grove, 
Southsea, PO5 1JT.
Speakers include Amanda 
Martin (NUT) and others

Confronting the 
rise in racism
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THEATRE
TRAITORS, CADS AND  
COWARDS
by Martin McNamara 
11-12 November,  
West London Trade Union Club, 
London W3 6ND.

IN THE military wing of 
Wandsworth Prison Liam, 
an Irish rebel from the 
1916 Easter Rising in 
Dublin, has been brought to 
London for questioning. 

He is bunked in with 
Alfred, a shell-shocked 
veteran of the trenches up 
on desertion charges. His 
other cell mate is Henry, 
a conscientious objector 
court martialed for refusing 
his call up papers.

Can three very different 
“Traitors to the King” find 
common ground?

EXHIBITION
JEREMY DELLER—THE  
BATTLE OF ORGREAVE
Until 26 November. Free entry. 
Worcester City Art Gallery and 
Museum, 
Worcester WR1 1DT. 

JEREMY DELLER’S artwork, 
The Battle of Orgreave, was 
a spectacular recreation of 
the day police unleashed 
violence on striking miners, 
orchestrated by a historical 
re-enactment expert. 

More than 800 people 
participated in the event, 
including former miners 
and former policemen, 
reliving the events from 
1984. 

On loan from The 
Tate’s Artangel Collection, 
the exhibition includes 
a documentary film 
directed by Mike Figgis. 
Objects, images and audio 
recordings from the artist’s 
archive of materials for the 
reenactment of the battle 
also feature.

Brutal reality of US power 
exposed in new play on war
Arcola Theatre’s new production, Drones, Baby, Drones, has uncomfortable 
questions on warfare for a liberal conscience, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans
MOST FILMS and plays about 
drones focus on the “psychologically 
tortured” pilots without looking at 
the people they’ve murdered. 

But Drones, Baby, Drones uses two 
plays to give a more nuanced and 
interesting look at the reality of the 
US and Britain’s wars. 

The first play, This Tuesday, 
revolves around the infamous 
Tuesday morning meetings at the 
White House. Here the top brass, 
spooks and crooked government law-
yers advise the outgoing US president 
Barack Obama on the next hit.

Like a Roman emperor, we’re told, 
the president points his thumbs up or 
down to decide. 

Each scene focuses on different 
characters in the room—first up are 
CIA agent Maxine and lawyer Jay. 

Despite being in hospital because 
her daughter was in a car crash, 
Maxine is determined to make the 
Tuesday meeting. They’ve been 
tracking a top Taliban commander 
for months—and now’s their chance. 

But the problem is there will also 
be a Pakistani secret service agent 
and a wedding party in the village. 

In each scene one character plays 
the role of the others’ liberal con-
science. Meanwhile, between sets, 
a drone-like camera projects onto a 
screen—its target is the audience. 

Next up is the military, resentful  
of the CIA taking over the war. Captain 
Garcia tries to convince General Crow 
not to sanction the hit and capture the 
target for intelligence.

Argues
Staffer Doug argues with his lover 
Meredith who’s figured out where he 
goes on Tuesday mornings.

Slightly uncomfortably, you can 
end up agreeing with them instead 
of their consciences. As Doug asks, 
what’s Meredith’s objection to drones 
as opposed to bullets and tanks? 

It’s not a comfortable question—
if you don’t question the whole war.  

This point is brilliantly brought 
home in the second play, The Kid. 

At first, it seems like it will fall into 
the usual drone-production mould. 

Pilots Seana and Pete, who’ve just 
taken out the Taliban target, are 
drinking with their partners. A damp-
ner falls on the gross celebration 
when Seana reveals there was “col-
lateral damage”—an Afghan child. 

Pete’s partner Alice tries to defuse 
the situation arguing that the “point 
of war is killing kids”—why else 
would people fear the US? 

Her speech is the play’s most 
absurd—but also the most truthful 
about the reality of US power globally. 
Drones, Baby, Drones is on until  
26 November. Go to arcolatheatre.com

Prints that railed against oppression
BOOK 
SEE RED WOMEN’S WORKSHOP— 
FEMINIST POSTERS 1974-1990
Available from Bookmarks bookshop 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

SEE RED Women’s Workshop was 
founded by three ex-art students 
in 1973 who met through an 

advert placed in radical feminist 
magazine Red Rag.

See Red grew out of their 
meeting and a collective was 
formed producing silk screened 
posters for the Women’s 
Liberation Movement to combat 
the negative images of women in 
advertising and the media.

The collective on average 

numbered six but, in all, about 
45 women passed through the 
workshop during its lifetime.

A full colour book of all the 
original posters they produced 
collectively, alongside others 
commissioned for radical groups 
and campaigns, is now available.
You can read more and see posters at 
seeredwomensworkshop.wordpress.com

Shaking off colonial restrictions in 1960s Bamako
PHOTOGRAPHY
MALICK SIDIBE—THE EYE OF  
MODERN MALI
Terrace Rooms, South Wing, Somerset 
House, Strand, London WC2R 1LA. 
Until 15 Jan 2017. Free entry. 
somersethouse.org.uk

PHOTOGRAPHER MALICK Sidibe 
became known as “the eye of 
Bamako” for his black and white 
images chronicling youth culture 
in Bamako in the wake of Mali’s 
independence in 1960.

He captured the confidence of 
the young in a country shaking 

off the restrictions of French 
colonialism. “Music was the real 
revolution,” Sidibe once noted, 
and his photos often carry the 
pulse of their unheard soundtrack.

This exhibition is the late 
artist’s first solo exhibition in 
Britain. It has 45 original prints 
from the 1960s and 1970s based 
around the themes of Nightlife in 
Bamako, Beside the Niger River, 
and The Studio.

An eclectic gallery soundtrack 
recreates the spirit and soul of the 
nightclubs Sidibe frequented and 
the party atmosphere of his own 
Studio Malick. Christmas Eve, Happy Club, 1963

ONE OF the many posters produced by the collective Picture: See red Women’S WorkShoP
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class cult that’s been 
ska’d for life?
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Loach benefit film

3  Caravaggio— 
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the boundaries of a 
new society

4 Chasing Asylum 
film smuggles out 
the message from 
Australia’s offshore 
camps

5 How revolutionary 
times produced  
revolutionary art
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READ MORE
lAnother Day in the 
Death of America 
by Gary Younge 
£16.99

lSay it Loud: Marxism 
and the fight against 
racism 
Edited by Brian Richardson  
£9.99

lA Rebel’s Guide to 
Malcolm X 
by Anthony Hamilton  
£3 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

T
HE US elec-
t i o n s  h a v e 
exposed a soci-
ety in crisis. At 
the heart of 
that crisis are 

two burning issues—rac-
ism and inequality.

So a recent book, Another 
Day in the Death of America 
by journalist and author 
Gary Younge, couldn’t be 
timelier. It examines race 
and class in the US—taking 
as its starting point the 
deaths of ten young people 
on a single day in 2013.

Each death was a trag-
edy, but they all pointed to a 
wider tragedy—that this was 
a normal day. 

None of the deaths were 
deemed significant by the 
police, nor newsworthy by 
the media.

“If you look at the way the 
police deal with the deaths 
in the book—they don’t deal 
with them,” Younge told 
Socialist Worker. 

“If you look at how the 
media deals with these 
deaths—they don’t report 
them. Evidently black lives 
don’t matter that much.”

Younge’s book paints a com-
plex picture of racism as part 
of the system as a whole.

“America was a slave state 
for 200 years, an apartheid 
state for a hundred years and 
a formally non-segregated state 
for the last 50 years,” Younge 
points out.

Figures from the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics show that 
black people are dispropor-
tionately likely to be the vic-
tims of violent crime. Younge 
links demands of the Black 
Lives Matter (BLM) movement 
with demands for wider social 
change.

Controls
One response to the high 
number of shooting deaths in 
the US has been a campaign for 
gun controls—which Younge 
supports. 

But he adds that gun controls 
alone won’t address the prob-
lems with the system. 

“One of the reasons for writ-
ing the book is that it’s not just 
guns that are the problem,” he 
explains.

“It’s a problem that would 
not be possible without the 
easy availability of guns but it’s 
a problem that isn’t going to be 
solved by introducing controls.

“The solutions put forward 
by the gun control lobby, such 
as background checks, would 
save lives, but not as many as if 
you addressed social problems.”

He points out that socialised 
medicine for mental health 
patients would save more lives 
than gun controls. So would 
investment in inner cities, youth 
services and public schools.

Younge adds, “One of the 
troubles that the gun control 
movement has is that people 
look at communities where it’s 
a problem as totally separate, 
as if the people who live there 
aren’t even proper people or 
even human.”

Organisations and social 
movements such as Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) have begun to 
challenge the problems at the 
heart of the system.

The BLM movement, Younge 
argues, “is a reinvigoration and 
reconstitution of groups who 
were doing things anyway.”

He points to Charlotte, North 
Carolina, which was rocked by 
protests in September after 
police killed Keith Lamont Scott.
Backtrack to 23 November 2013 
and Stanley Taylor was killed 

by gunfire in the town. 
“There’s a guy called Mario 

Black who’s a primary school 
teacher who went to school with 
Stanley’s mum,” said Younge. 
He was one of the people who 
were there organising because 
he had those connections.

“It’s just that we’re not really 
watching and the time when we 
hear about BLM is usually when 
we see a video of a cop shoot-
ing someone in broad daylight.”

The BLM movement is uneven 
and its politics are contested. 

When its national leaders  
met Hillary Clinton last month, 
some endorsed her campaign 
and some didn’t.

DeRay Mckesson, one of 
the movement’s figureheads, 
refused to endorse Clinton, but 
said he would be voting for her 
personally. 

“He represents himself,” 
Younge told Socialist Worker. 
“There isn’t really much in the 
way of formal organisation so 
you get individuals doing what 
they do.

Speaking before the election, 
Younge said the choice between 
Clinton and Trump in the elec-
tion had been a poor one.

“You’ve got  a  woman 
who called black people  
‘super-predators’ and who is 
continuing the legacy of her 
husband, part of which was to 
massively increase the jail pop-
ulation of African-American 
bodies.

“On the other hand you’ve 
got this thug Donald Trump. 
People are terrified of what his 
election might mean.”

B
UT HOPE was 
alive in the pri-
m a r y  s t a g e s 
when the cam-
pa ign  beh ind 
Bernie Sanders 

pointed towards a different 
kind of politics.

“A man who called himself 
a democratic socialist mounted 
a serious challenge to a very  
well-funded and well-connected  
presumptive nominee.”

Since trying to corral the 
movement behind him into the 
Democratic Party, Sanders has 
also begun a campaign group 
called Our Revolution.

“The people that I’ve spoken 
to who supported Bernie are 
still very active doing local 
things or are involved in Our 
Revolution,” said Younge. 

He pointed out that this 
development is different from 
the support for Barack Obama 
in 2008 because this time their 
candidate didn’t win. 

Struggle
“When Obama won, people 
thought, ‘We’ve won’. Well, you 
didn’t win, Obama won. If you 
want to win, you’ve got to stay 
out there in the struggle.

“Because Bernie lost, there’s 
a significant section of people 
still engaged. 

“Sad ly ,  those  peop le 
have very little tradition of  
engagement with the African 
American movement. Bernie 
Sanders did not manage to gal-
vanise this group.”

A poll by Pew Research 
Centre showed that showed  
43 percent of adults in the US 
supported Black Lives Matter 
while 22 percent of adults 
opposed it. A majority of young 
people support it.

“The movement behind 
Bernie Sanders and Black 
Lives Matter kind of took place  
without reference to each 
other,” says Younge. 

“That’s not necessary but 
making those connections takes 
work and we’re going to see if 

BEHIND THE 
AMERICAN 

NIGHTMARE
Journalist and author Gary Younge 

spoke to Socialist Worker about 
racism, class, violence and the 

turmoil in US society—and what 
the election campaign meant

the organisations and individ-
uals are capable of doing that 
work.

“It becomes very difficult 
to organise people when they 
think that, not only could this 
never happen to me but also 
that these people are noth-
ing like me and are different  
to me.”

Y
OUNGE wasn’t 
e n t h u s i a s t i c 
about backing 
Clinton in the 
US election—but 
said it was the 

right thing to do. “She’s more 
hawkish on foreign policy and 
more centrist on domestic 
policy than Obama,” he said.

But, he argued, “Trump is 
of a different order altogether 
from either Romney or McCain 
or even Bush.”

“I would vote for Hillary in 
the same way that I would vote 
for Chirac in 2002 against Jean 
Marie Le Pen. If your house is 
on fire then you don’t look to 
see if it’s dirty water that you’re 
putting the fire out with.” 

Trump’s continuing popular-
ity has been, in part, a reaction  
to the bankruptcy of the US 
political establishment. 

This is typified by Hillary 
Clinton and the “hollowing 
out of the two party system in 
America,” according to Younge. 

He said that this is a result 
of “the neoliberal restructuring 
of Western societies since the 
end of the Second World War. 
It also shows the limits of what 
democracy can achieve within 
the nation state. 

Trend
“If you look at Britain, there’s 
been a general decline in voter 
turnout and a shrinking in the 
number of people voting for the 
two main parties. 
That’s a broad 
trend across west-
ern Europe. 

“It’s also true in 
a slightly different 
way in America 
because American 
parties can contain 
more fractious ele-
ments than parties 
in Europe can. 

“Because of the 
money involved and 
the size of America 
it’s much more diffi-
cult for third parties to become 
involved. You’re left with these 
two parties and if you don’t like 
them you don’t show up.”

Comparing the movements 
behind Bernie Sanders and 

Jeremy Corbyn, Younge said, 
“It took everybody by surprise, 
including Sanders and Corbyn. 
It has that kind of insurgent feel 

about it.
“It’s not a prob-

lem for me that this 
new layer in Britain 
are in the Labour 
Party.

“Maybe there’s 
a contradiction of 
them being in the 
Labour Party that 
then shows itself 
to not be fit for 
purpose.

“Ultimately, the 
aim is not to change 
the Labour Party but 
to change society. 

“Hopefully we’ll 
see the fruits of that 
sooner rather than 

later.”

Hillary Clinton (top) 
and Donald Trump 
were set for their 
final showdown

The people who 
supported 
Bernie Sanders 
are still very 
active

‘‘ 
Bernie Sanders

The Black Lives Matter movement is fuelled by anger at racist murders

INTERVIEW

Why is Labour in such a 
muddle over migration?

Labour needs to 
choose between 
defending migrants 
and pandering to 
racist ‘concerns’, 
writes Nick Clark 

ASK A group of Labour 
politicians what their 
party should say about 
immigration. Each will give 
you a different answer.

Both the left and right of 
the Labour Party are trying 
to strike an uneasy balance 
between defending migrants 
and pandering to racist 
“concerns” around migration.  

They end up with a 
predictably confused position. 

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell recently called for 
a “people’s Brexit”.

He said firmly, “It is not 
migrants who are to blame 
for low pay or insecurity 
at work or the high cost of 
housing.” He also said Labour 
would not promise to limit 
immigration.

But in the same speech 
he suggested that migrants 
“undercut wages”. He’s 
previously said that the Brexit 
vote should mean an end 
to freedom of movement 
for European Union (EU) 
migrants. 

Controls 
In the same week Labour’s 
shadow “Brexit minister” 
Keir Starmer said more 
immigration controls should 
not be “the number one 
priority”.  

But he said Labour accepts 
that “immigration was a big 
issue in in the referendum”. 
He also said, “There has to 
be changes to the way the 
freedom of movement rules 
operate.”

On the surface Starmer 
and McDonnell say broadly 
similar things.

But their difference in 
emphasis shows a tension 
between those who want to 
focus on defending migrants, 
and those who think Labour 
should promise more 
immigration controls.

This split between the 
left and right reflects 
Labour’s confusion about 
immigration—but it’s not 
the cause of it. The problem 

is that both sides of Labour 
desperately want to be all 
things to all people.

Most Labour MPs go along 
with the idea that the vote 
to leave the EU was mainly 
a vote against freedom of 
movement.

They fear that the Leave 
vote—and Labour’s poor 
performance in recent 
polls—shows the party is 
out of touch with working 
class “concerns” about 
immigration.

Their answer is to pander 
to anti-migrant racism. 

Yet the bulk of Labour’s 
supporters, members and 
activists are against leaving 
the EU.  Most of them also 
associate the Leave vote with 
racism—and rightly want 
Labour to take a stand against 
the rise in racist attacks.

So Labour politicians are 
left scrabbling to find ways to 
square the circle.

The Labour right pitches 
immigration controls as a way 
of standing up for working 
class people.

Last week Wolverhampton 
MP Emma Reynolds described 
chairing a meeting of Labour 
MPs on how to increase 

immigration controls after 
Brexit. She contrasted 
their “fair and balanced” 
immigration controls to the 
Tories’ “anti-migrant and 
inflammatory” approach.

But their options were no 
less divisive. They included 
discriminating against 
migrants from outside the 
EU and migrants they called 
“unskilled”.

Prevent 
For their part, the Labour 
left are less keen on talking 
up immigration controls. But 
they do talk about how more 
funding can deal with the 
“impact” of migration—or 
even prevent it.

Neither solution addresses 
the contradiction that’s at the 
heart of Labour’s problem. 
Labour has to decide whether 
it wants to attack migrants or 
defend them.

There is truth in the 
argument that the Leave 
vote showed Labour was out 
of touch with working class 
people—just not in the way 
the right think.

Surveys such as Lord 
Ashcroft’s research show 
that the vote to leave the 
EU wasn’t mostly because of 
immigration.

It was, as anti-racist Labour 
MP Diane Abbott put it, “a 
roar of defiance against a 
Westminster elite”.

McDonnell’s talk of a 
“People’s Brexit for the many” 
rather than a “bankers’ Brexit 
for the few” could be a step 
towards connecting with that 
mood. 

But defending migrants—
wherever they’re from—has 
to be at the heart of it.

John McDonnell wants a “People’s Brexit”—but what kind?

The problem  
is that Labour 
wants to be  
all things to  
all people  
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  Rotherham 12 trial told of cops’ failings
NAZIS ATTACKED anti-fascist 
protesters after a “fantastic” day 
of solidarity marking the rac-
ist murder of a grandfather, the 
Rotherham 12 trial heard.

Sheffield Crown Court heard 
how drunken fascists stood outside 
the William Fry pub being racially 
abusive and threatening violence 
before attacking a group of Asian 
men.

Twelve men were charged with 
violent disorder after a peaceful 
counter-protest against the fascist 
Britain First in September last year.

One defendant, gas engineer 
Mohammed Saleem, said he was a 
steward along with his brothers on 
the counter-demonstration organ-
ised by Unite Against Fascism. 

Two of his children also attended.

Prisoners
Mohammed said Asian fami-
lies had been “prisoners in their 
own homes” during a series of  
14 marches by fascist groups in  
the space of 14 months.

He, his wife and children had suf-
fered racist abuse. His 14 year old 
son was attacked by white youths.

The death of 81 year old Mushin 

Ahmed, who was stamped on and 
killed by two racist thugs, “brought 
it home” he said. He decided to go 
on the demonstration along with 
hundreds of others to show solidar-
ity with Mr Ahmed.

“The atmosphere was fantastic,” 
said Mohammed.

The peaceful counter-protest 

marched to the town hall. As the 
rally ended a group of fascists 
tried to disrupt it by chanting 
racist abuse. “I was shocked they 
were allowed to come up there,”  
Mohammed told the jury.

Demonstrators were forced to 
leave along Wellgate, he said. 
Someone shouted there was a fight.

Mohammed said he was still in 
“stewarding mode” and instinctively 
ran to the front to try and stop it. 

He stopped near the William Fry 
pub and a man at the front said, 
“Get that Paki”. 

The man hurled a wheelie bin at 
Mohammed and threw two punches 
before police arrived. Labour  

councillor Taiba Yasseen, a witness 
for defendant Abrar Javid, said the 
counter-protest was “very much 
about unity” and against the “toxic 
culture” of racism.

The police commander in charge 
on the day has been likened to a 
character from TV comedy Fawlty 
Towers.

Mocked
Defence barrister Michael Mans-
field QC mocked Chief Inspector 
Richard Butterworth for adopting 
hotel waiter Manuel’s catchphrase, 
“I know nothing”.

Butterworth claimed he had 
never heard of the Rotherham 
United football hooligans known as 
Section 5 who were linked to the 
fascist group Yorkshire’s Finest.

Mr Mansfield said Butterworth's 
ignorance “beggars belief”. He said 
“incomplete, flawed policing” led to 
the violence started by the group at 
the pub.

He said far right groups had sub-
jected Rotherham to “an invasion, 
an occupation” over several months.

He said, “Fear eats your soul 
because you become occupied, you 
become reactive to what is happen-
ing around you. You do what you 
did that day and defend yourself.”

The trial continues.

FAR RIGHT groups staged 14 marches in 14 months in Rotherham   Picture: SocialiSt Worker

by PHIL TURNER
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 Rich want a smash and grab 
raid on our pension schemes
A crisis in one pension fund in the West Midlands has lifted the lid on an industry determined 
to make workers and pensioners pay for the economic crisis, says Dave Sewell

United action needed against attacks on private sector pensions 
OVER 10,000 workers 
either have live 

disputes, or are being 
balloted for them, as 
private sector bosses 
attack pension rights.

There is a concerted 
attempt to reduce 
bosses’ contributions 
to pension schemes—
putting new workers onto 
worse schemes, then 
downgrading the schemes 
of existing workers.

This means moving 
workers from final salary 
to career average salary 
schemes, or from either 
of these “defined benefit” 
schemes that pay a set 

amount to “defined 
contribution” schemes 
with no guarantee.

The Unite and GMB 
unions are balloting 
for strikes at Scottish 
drinks giant Diageo over 
pension cuts affecting 
1,700 workers.

Defined
It wants to move workers 
from a final salary scheme 
to career average, and 
close its other defined 
benefit scheme to new 
members, leaving only 
defined contribution.

Unite members at 
the Atomic Weapons 

Establishment have 
already voted by 
92 percent to strike 
(see page 18).

Bosses want to close 
their defined benefit 
scheme and slash 
employer contributions.

A consultative ballot 
of 5,000 Unite members 
at the BMW Group of car 
firms ended on Monday 
and could be followed 
by a strike ballot. 
Bosses want to close the 
final salary scheme.

It’s the same situation 
for 1,100 Unite members 
at Honeywell.

A strike ballot is 

underway at Gatwick 
airport where 1,800 Unite 
members are fighting 
the closure of a defined 
benefit scheme which is to 
be replaced by a defined 

contributions scheme.
Post Office workers 

in the CWU and their 
managers in Unite have 
struck twice so far over 
issues including the closure 

of a defined salary pension 
scheme for 3,500 workers.

Pensions were behind a 
three-day strike at Fujitsu 
in Manchester last week.

Union leaders may be 
tempted to use strike 
votes as leverage to 
negotiate concessions 
out of individual firms. 

Such gains would be 
fragile in the face of a 
generalised offensive.

Instead they should 
call and coordinate action 
as quickly as possible.

Nothing short of a 
generalised fightback 
can restore the right 
to a decent pension. 

THE BANKERS who leech off local 
government workers’ pensions 
are demanding cash from cuts‑hit 
councils to stop them  robbing 
workers’ retirement income.

Bosses at the West Midlands 
Pension Fund (WMPF) have asked 
for a “top-up” of £100 million from 
councils, including £65 million from 
Birmingham alone.

They say this is to help plug its 
£2.8 billion deficit. 

Over this looms the threat of  
cutting pensions that workers have 
already paid into, or increasing 
the cost of their contributions. The 
government is reviewing the Local 
Government Pension Scheme (LGPS).

The Thatcherite think tank Centre 
for Policy Studies (CPS) is lobbying 
for it to be scrapped in favour of a 
cheaper, weaker pension scheme. 

But the amount WMPF asked of 
Birmingham is almost the same as 
the £70 million “management costs” 
creamed off by the fund’s financial 
bosses and their contractors. 

Alleviate
Birmingham council has already 
paid the fund £122 million since 
2014—alongside £500 million in 
cuts so far and £250 million still 
to come. So Birmingham council 
leader John Clancy has refused to 
pay, claiming this means he can use 
the money to alleviate the cuts.

Sandwell Council worker Sharon 
Campion is a representative of the 
Unison union on the WMPF board. 
She called the plans “outrageous”.

“It’s ludicrous to say our pensions 
should pay for the cuts,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “Councils should 
be fighting the cuts, not robbing 
money from pension pots workers 
have been paying into.” 

Unison regional officer Mark New 
said, “The cuts are affecting jobs 
and services, and now the council 
is being asked for even more just to 
keep someone in the City of London 
in a sports car.”

WMPF is one of 89 local funds 
within the LGPS. Workers and their 
employers pay in, then when they 
retire they withdraw cash.

In the meantime the money 

is in the hands of unaccountable 
finance bosses. They contract it out 
to  traders who play with it on the 
stock exchange to grow its value—
and cream off as much as they can 
for themselves in fees.

These “management costs” reach 
a staggering £600 million across 
Britain—which Unison believes is 
an underestimate.

Sharon said, “The part we know 

about is just the tip of the iceberg. 
It’s this whole murky world of 
finance. 

“It’s like when you go overdrawn 
and the bank sends you a letter, 
and charge you £20 for sending  
it. Fund managers have hundreds of 
ways of doing that.

“When we were taught about this 
during pensions board  training, I 
asked the trainer, ‘This is just the 

City ripping off the fund isn’t it?’ 
Even he just said yes.”

In theory this makes the fund’s 
value grow. But the return isn’t 
much different to what it would be 
if they were just “passively” invested 
in a bank or long term schemes.

Pension funds belong to  workers. 
Workers have already paid into 
them. They represent deferred 
wages for workers’ labour.

Consulting
But they are also a glittering prize—
and it’s not just greedy bankers and 
spineless councils who are after it. 

The government is consulting on 
a plan to merge the 89 funds into 
a few pools of cash big enough for 
it to raid to fund its infrastructure 
projects.

Unison is campaigning for trans-
parency and regulation of the new 
funds.

It wants to hold back the gouging 
bankers, get a say over investment 
in unethical industries, and ensure 
that the bottom line is workers’ 
interests—not shortcuts for fund-
ing government projects.

More than 105,000 people signed 
its petition to debate this in parlia-
ment, but the government remains 
“evasive”, Mark said.

Cuts have already led councils to 
play different jobs and services off 
against each other, with some even 
polling residents about where the 
cuts should fall. The WMPS crisis 
brings pensions into that mix too.

But Mark said, “It’s become a 
mantra that pension schemes are 
unsustainable. But this is the sixth 
richest country in the world—we 
don’t accept that you can say there 
isn’t enough to fund local govern-
ment workers’ pensions.”

Workers at Gatwick can cause disruption as part of pensions fight

THE TORIES want to raid our pensions to fund spending sprees for projects such as Crossrail

Socialist Worker  9 November 2016
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IN BRIEF 

The Nazis suffer a 
double humiliation
NAZIS FROM the English 
Defence League (EDL) were 
outnumbered by anti-racist 
protesters in Telford last 
Saturday. The EDL held a 
national protest there—but 
fewer than 100 showed up. 

The fascists chanted 
Islamophobic songs.

Anti-fascists also 
outnumbered Nazis in 
Darlington on the same day. 
Around 200 anti-fascists 
joined a protest against a 
march organised by Bishop 
Auckland Against Islam. The 
Nazis mustered around 100.

Trip learns lessons 
from the Holocaust 
SOME 29 people joined 
a trip to the Auschwitz 
concentration camp in Poland 
last weekend. 

It was organised by Unite 
Against Fascism and Love 
Music Hate Racism to help 
people better understand the 
Holocaust and fascism. 

Sour taste of sweet 
firm’s pay offer 
WORKERS IN the GMB union  
at the Tangerine sweets 
factory in York began the first 
of four 24 hour walkouts on 
Tuesday. The firm’s brands 
include Mint Humbugs, 
Barratt Sherbert Fountains, 
Butterkist Popcorn and 
Princess Marshmallows

Workers are striking after 
rejecting a one percent pay 
offer by 86 percent. The 
dispute will include a work to 
rule and an overtime ban.

Aberdeen UCU 
members balloting
UCU UNION members at the 
University of Aberdeen are 
balloting for strikes to save 
jobs. Planned cuts have put 
15 workers in the school of 
medicine, medical science and 
nutrition at risk of redundancy.

Campaign says no 
to more luxury flats
CAMPAIGNERS WERE set 
to hold a protest outside the 
recently-closed Holloway 
women’s prison in north 
London this Saturday. It’s part 
of a campaign for community 
services to be built on the site.

The eight acre site is due 
to be sold on to a developer 
to build luxury flats. 
lJoin the protest 5pm, Saturday 
12 November, Holloway Prison, 
Parkhurst Rd, N7 0NU

Tent dwellers vow to 
stop redevelopment
A CAMPAIGN against the 
selloff of Hornsey Town Hall 
in north London staged a 
sleepout last weekend.

The town hall, its annex 
and the green space to the 
front are to be redeveloped 
into a hotel. “The space 
belongs to us, the people of 
Hornsey,” said John Sinha, 
one of the campers.

Thousands march 
against culture cuts
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

UP TO 2,000 people marched 
through central London last 
Saturday to defend libraries, 
museums and galleries 
under threat from cuts. 

Trade unionists and 
campaigners from Gateshead 
to Warrington, Wales and 
all across London joined the 
march. It was backed by the 
PCS, Unite and Unison unions.

Fiona Barry is a library 
campaigner from Warrington 
where nine out of 11 libraries 
are threatened by cuts. “I’ve 
not seen a coming together of 
campaigns like this before,” 
she said. “This is a crucial 
moment in time when we need 
to defend what we’ve got.

“Just last year Warrington 
libraries saw a loss of 20 
percent of staff and since 2012 
the budget has been halved.”

The march was peppered 
with homemade banners 
and local campaign groups, 

particularly around library cuts. 
Some 50 campaigners from 

the battle to save libraries in 
Lambeth, south London, joined 
one of the biggest delegations.

Several local government 
Unison banners also had good 
delegations around them. 

They included striking 
library workers in Barnet, 
north London and library 
workers from Gateshead, 
Tyneside, who face 
redundancies.

Slash
Gateshead Labour council is 
proposing to slash a third of 
library staff.

Unison rep and library 
worker Deborah said, “They 
have just run a consultation, 
where they tried to pitch one 
library against another. Now 
they want us to provide the 
same service but with fewer 
staff.”

The union has a 
responsibility nationally to 

draw the local fights together 
into national action and not 
leave its branches to fight 
alone.

Saturday’s march was a 
clear sign of the possibilities 
for that to be done.

The march was also joined 
by workers in the PCS from 
National Museum Wales, who 
struck over pay earlier this year.

One said, “The march was 
amazing. I hope that now 
people take notice that culture 
is important to save for the 
future and we stop the cuts.”

National Gallery PCS 
rep Candy Udwin said, 
“Today’s march has been 
such an achievement for 
local campaigns to turn 
out this fantastic national 
demonstration. But we need the 
trade unions and the Labour 
Party to be taking this up.

“We can’t wait until 2020 
to save services. Use the mood 
that’s evident on this march to 
fight the cuts now.”

THOUSANDS TOOK to the streets to defend public access to culture Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Workers go to Defcon One
WORKERS AT the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment 
(AWE) were set to strike 
next Monday then begin 
an overtime ban and 
work-to-rule against an 
attack on their pensions.

Bosses want to close their 
defined benefit pension 
scheme and replace it with a 
defined contribution scheme.

Workers in the Unite 
union voted for strikes 
by 92 percent. Unite 
has 600 members in a 
workforce of 4,000.

AWE manages Britain’s 
nuclear weapons arsenal. 

It has two sites at 
Aldermaston and Burghfield 
in Berkshire, and is a 
privatised consortium of 
Lockheed Martin, Jacobs 
Engineering and Serco.

Its weapons of mass 
destruction should 
be abolished. 

But an attack on its 
workers won’t help the 
anti-nuclear cause.

A victory for the AWE 
workers would be a boost 
to the broader fightback 
against a raft of attacks on 
defined benefit pension 
schemes (see page 17).

FIGHTING THE CUTS

OFFSHORE WORKERS

Bosses’ sham offer rejected
UNITE AND GMB union 
members have rejected a pay 
and conditions offer by the 
bosses’ Offshore Contractors 
Association (OCA).

In a statement the 
unions said workers had 
“overwhelmingly” rejected 
the offer. OCA boss Paul 
Atkinson claimed a pitiful 
0.8 percent pay offer was a 
“substantial pay rise”. 

That would mean less than 
£350 a year but it would also 
be cancelled out by other 
attacks. The “improved sick 
pay” offer amounted to an 
extra £1.50 a week. 

Workers were right to 
reject the insulting offer. 

Bosses have slashed their 
conditions, undermined 
safety and will have axed 
up to 120,000 jobs in the 
industry by the end of this 
year, according to the latest 
estimates.

The officials should use 
their “significant mandate” 
to push for industrial action, 
where possible involving 
other unions, instead of 
simply “seeking a meeting” 
with bosses.

Action by Wood Group 
workers on Shell North Sea 
rigs earlier this year showed 
the power of collective action 
to wring concessions out of 
the employers.

ENERGY

FUTURIST THEATRE

Meeting demands theatre demolition halt
SOME 350 people attended 
an angry public meeting in 
Scarborough on Wednesday 
of last week. They were 
demanding the Tory council 
halt its plans to demolish the 
town’s Futurist Theatre. 

Amid cries of “Corruption” 
and “It’s not theirs to sell!”, 
people lambasted the 
council. They believe it is 

part of a deal done behind 
closed doors with super-
rich Flamingoland owners, 
the Gibb family, to build a 
rollercoaster on the site. 

Actor Ken Kitson said he 
would demand the keys from 
the council. Activist Kim 
Hunter was applauded when 
she added, “There are 350 of 
us in this room. We should go 

together to demand the keys 
to our building!”

The Futurist is 
Britain’s oldest surviving  
“Supercinema”. It is the 
fifth largest theatre outside 
London, the first designed 
with clear sight lines for 
every seat and has the 
largest circle in the country.
lgoo.gl/HTUZJf

FUJITSU

Workers strike for jobs, pay and pensions
IT SERVICES workers at 
Fujitsu in Manchester brought 
placards demanding equal pay 
to their picket line on Monday.

The Unite union members 
struck on Monday and Tuesday 
of this week and Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday of 
last week over job security, pay 
and pensions.

Monday’s walkout was 

timed to coincide with the 
launch of the new “living 
wage”, as Fujitsu refuses to 
become an accredited living 
wage employer. There were 
around 25 people on the picket 
line.

Bosses encouraged people 
to work from home to break 
the strike—even people who 
were previously banned from 

working from home.
Women at the firm are paid 

an average of 16 percent less 
than men. 

Workers also receive 
lower pay if they are 
disabled. Fujitsu is cutting 
older workers’ pensions 
retrospectively, and is 
planning 1,800 job cuts across 
Britain. 

ANTI-FRACKING

Campaigns unite for demo
HUNDREDS OF people were 
set to march in Manchester 
against fracking on Saturday.

It brings together local 
anti-fracking campaigns from 
across Britain.

North Yorkshire County 
Council granted Third 
Energy—97 percent owned 
by Barclays—permission to 
frack at Kirby Misperton in 
Ryedale. The decision will 
face a judicial review later 
this month.

The government 
overturned Lancashire County 
Council’s decision not to let 
Cuadrilla frack at Preston 
New Road in Little Plumpton.

Politicians from around 
the world are congratulating 
themselves for ratifying last 
year’s Paris deal. But their 

agreement to cut greenhouse 
emissions means less than 
their actions to increase 
them, such as fracking and 
airport expansion.

Protesters were set to 
gather at London Heathrow 
airport against airport 
expansion on Saturday of 
next week.

The Campaign Against 
Climate Change trade 
union group is also hosting 
a discussion with author 
Andreas Malm on the link 
between fossil fuels and 
capitalism in London on 
Thursday.
lUnited against fracking 
demonstration, Saturday  
12 November, assemble 
11am at Piccadilly Gardens, 
Manchester M1

Over a thousand people joined the annual “million mask 
march” protest in central London last Saturday

ANONYMOUS
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RAIL WORKERS

Guards want to escalate 
after Southern pay heist
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

TRAIN GUARDS on Southern rail 
were furious at the latest bullying 
and victimisation of trade unionists 
from bosses during their two-day 
walkout last Friday and Saturday.

Southern’s  operator,  Govia 
Thameslink Railway, is withhold-
ing backdated holiday pay to punish 
guards for daring to fight their 
“modernisation plans”. Other Govia 
workers received the money.

RMT union member and striking 
guard Ali told Socialist Worker the 
move was just a continuation of the 
company’s “dirty tricks”.

He said, “How can they withhold 
our holiday pay? That money doesn’t 
belong to Govia. If that’s not discrimi-
nation, I don’t know what is.”

Many guards have also recently 
had hundreds of pounds taken from 
their monthly pay. The firm said this 
was due to an overpayment of com-
mission but it was done without any 
agreement.

The dispute over the extension 
of driver only operation (DOO) and 
getting rid of guards’ safety role is 
growing increasingly bitter.

Govia bosses have been vindictive 
right from the first walkout over six 
months ago.

Car parking permits and travel 
passes were revoked from strikers 
and their families. Guards were also 
docked two days’ pay for a one-day 
strike.

Bosses have encouraged pas-
sengers to abuse their own staff on 

social media with infamous full page 
adverts in the press, although this 
spectacularly backfired.

The guards feel they have faced so 
much bullying, intimidation and vin-
dictive moves by the company that 
many want to escalate.

Ali said, “Enough is enough. We 
should just walk out the door and 
not go back until 1 January. We’ve 

got nothing to lose.” The next guards’ 
strike is set for 22 and 23 November, 
followed by three 72-hour strikes 
next month.
lSend a message of solidarity to 
1885wackers@gmail.com. Donate to 
“RMT South East Regional Council” 
through RMT Head Office, Unity House, 
39 Chalton Street, London NW1 1JD. For 
bank transfers contact info@rmt.org.uk

CINEMA

All go at the Picket House
THE OPENING of new 
film Nocturnal Animals 
was disrupted at Hackney 
Picturehouse cinema in 
east London on Friday 
of last week as workers 
struck.

Members of the Bectu 
union are fighting for the 
London Living 
Wage of £9.75 
an hour. They 
are targeting 
days when the 
company makes 
the most profits.

“We’ll almost 
certainly call 
strikes on the 
premieres of 
the new Harry 
Potter and Star 
Wars films,” 
one striker told 
Socialist Worker. 
“On a profitable 

night Picturehouse can 
make as much as £50,000.”

Previously they struck 
alongside workers at the 
Picturehouse Ritzy cinema 
in Brixton, south London. 
Workers are organising at 
other sites too.

One rep urged 
supporters, 
“When you go to 
the cinema, talk 
to the workers 
and let them 
know you support 

them.”

RETAIL

HUNDREDS PROTESTED in Brighton in support of strikers last week 

SHIPPING

Aberdeen ferries 
slammed over pay
THE RMT union protested 
in Aberdeen last Friday over 
workers being paid less than 
the minimum wage on a 
Scottish government contract.

Seatruck cargo vessels 
paying as little as £4 an hour 
operate on the Northern Isles 
Ferry Service. 

Seatruck said it was under 
no obligation to pay more 
as the workers are “not 
ordinarily working in the UK”.

FURTHER EDUCATION

Why waste 
time on ‘not 
1p more’?
UNISON UNION officials 
suspended a national walkout 
of Scottish FE college 
support workers, set for 
Wednesday, to ballot workers 
on an offer they “strongly 
recommend” rejecting.

The workers are fighting for 
the same flat rate £450 pay 
rise given to lecturing staff. 
The strike would have been the 
third in as many months. 

The divisive new offer gives 
a 1.5 percent pay rise to all 
support staff earning £22,000 
or more a year, and £400 
to those earning less than 
£22,000. It would mean some 
earning just over the threshold 
getting less than £400 and 
some on higher pay getting 
more than £400.

Instead of wasting time 
with another ballot, the union 
should have escalated the 
strikes to focus the employers’ 
minds. As Unison said, the 
talks with bosses “did not 
produce a penny more for most 
of our members”—so why even 
put it to a ballot? 

Officials have a clear 
mandate to win the same pay 
rise as lecturers. 

They should use it.

BACKGROUND
Bosses seek 
to attack staff 
who save lives
RECENT INCIDENTS underline 
the safety risks brought by Govia’s 
driver only operation (DOO) plans.

Bosses want drivers to have 
sole responsibility for safety, 
and move guards to a new role 
focusing only on money.

Guards want to remain as 
second safety trained workers 
onboard.

RMT South East Region national 
executive member Jeff Slee told 
Socialist Worker, “The actions of 
the guard on a derailed train near 
Watford in September showed why 
we need guards on trains.

“She carried out her duties 
to protect the train, liaised with 
emergency services and organised 
the safe evacuation. All while the 
driver was trapped in their cab.”

In Clapham, south London, a 
person fell between the train and 
the platform but was not visible to 
the driver. The passenger was only 
saved from serious injury or death 
because of the action of platform 
staff. 

But bosses pushing DOO have 
no answer to what would happen 
at unstaffed stations.

MIGRANT CLEANERS and 
supporters marched on the 
John Lewis branch on Oxford 
Street in central London on 
Saturday to demand equal 
pay and conditions.

Employed by a contractor, 
they don’t get the same 
pay or benefits as workers 
employed directly by John 

Lewis. Guillermo said, “This 
is a fight for the working 
class, a fight for migrants. 

“We deserve the Living 
Wage, we deserve dignity 
and the same rights as other 
workers at John Lewis.

“We don’t accept 
discrimination, we don’t 
accept being second class.”Part of the picket line in Hackney P
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

 Third front
in battle of 
Glasgow
HUNDREDS OF Glasgow IT 
workers in the Unison union 
have delivered a 96 percent 
vote to strike against the 
Labour-run council’s plan 
to privatise their jobs.

Labour councillors recently 
voted to “externalise” the 
council’s IT services, which has 
fuelled fears of future attacks 
on pay and conditions. 

Industrial action could be 
launched within a fortnight.

Hundreds of other council 
workers are fighting shoddy 
pay practices at Labour’s “arm’s 
length” council-run firms 
Community Safety Glasgow 
(CSG) and Cordia.

CSG staff walked out 
for four days of action last 
weekend. Bosses refuse to pay 
them the same shift payments 
as council employees in similar 
roles.

Cordia janitors, who have 
struck for nearly 30 days this 
year, announced a two-week 
strike from next Monday.

It came after bosses 
announced a plan that could 
slash the number of janitors in 
the city by up to a quarter.

Janitors demand payments 
for dirty and demanding work. 
These are payments council 
employees get for similar roles.

It’s time the union brought 
these fights together to 
maximise their impact. 

POST

Don’t close Crown 
PO in St Leonard’s
POST OFFICE users and the 
CWU union protested in  
St Leonards, near Hastings, 
against plans to close their 
Crown Post Office.

The planned closure is 
part of a programme of cuts 
and piecemeal privatisation. 
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More online
For more on the Barnstaple 
march go to bit.ly/2efE7wC

 UNITED TO STOP  
 TORY NHS CUTS  
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

OPPOSITION IS growing 
to the Tories’ Sustainability 
and Transformation Plans 
(STPs) for the NHS. 

STPs would slash hospital  
departments and services 
across England. 

The latest draft of the STP 
for Devon was published 
last Friday. It confirmed 
that acute services at North 
Devon District Hospital will 
be under review until March 
2017. 

Health campaigners see 
this as a prelude to running  
down services and full 
closure. 

Dave Clinch from the Save 
Our Hospital Services cam-
paign told Socialist Worker, 
“It didn’t come as a surprise. 

“These plans have been 
long in the pipeline—and are 
part of the broader attacks on 
the NHS.”

Defend
Some 4,000 people marched 
to defend the NHS in 
Barnstaple, north Devon, last 
month. 

The Tories claim STPs will 
“centralise” acute services 
and improve patient care. 
But their plans would slash 

services across the board. 
Dave said, “The impact 

on patients will be horrific—
somebody is going to die if 
the services go.

“Devon is a remote area and 
patients will have a long way 
to travel to the nearest hos-
pital in Exeter. That’s around 

40 miles from Torrington,  
50 miles from Barnstaple and 
80 miles from Lynton.” 

The real reason for the 
attacks is to “save” £557 mil-
lion in Devon’s health and 
social care budget. The STPs 
are being rolled out across  
44 areas. 

Health campaigners in 
Oxfordshire are uniting to 
resist their STP, in particular 
planned attacks at Horton 
General Hospital. 

The plans include down-
grading consul tant - led 
maternity services, the spe-
cial care baby unit and the 

24-hour children’s wards. 
One proposal also threat-

ens the A&E department. 
The new Oxfordshire 

Health Al l iance brings 
together a number of local 
campaigns. 

Dr Ken Williamson, chair 
of the local Keep Our NHS 

Public group, said, “We are 
all coming together because 
of the urgency and serious-
ness of the situation.” 

Dave added, “People are 
making links with what’s 
going on here and the bigger 
attacks on the NHS.

“They want it to be part 
of a national campaign to 
defend the NHS.”

Refused
Seven local councils have 
refused to support their local 
STPs.

In Hammersmith and 
Fulham and Ealing, Labour 
council leaders have said 
they are “totally opposed to 
the north west London STP”.

Hea l th  campa igne r s 
should pressure their local 
councils to follow suit. 

Tory social care minister 
David Mowat has said that 
STPs should not go ahead 
“if councils believe they have 
been marginalised”. 

The Health Campaigns 
Together group has called 
a nat ional  protest  for  
Saturday 4 March. It can be 
a focus for every campaigner.

NORTH DEVON campaigners on a protest in August  Picture: Save Our HOSPital ServiceS 

WELFARE

 Benefit attacks have violated disabled people’s rights, says United Nations
by DAVE SEWELL

TORY BENEFIT reform 
has meant “grave or 
systematic violations 
of rights of people with 
disabilities”, the United 
Nations (UN) has found.

The results of an inquiry 
by the UN Committee 
on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities were 
published on Monday.

The inquiry was 
triggered by campaign 
group Disabled People 
Against Cuts (Dpac).

The Tories dismissed 
its findings. But the 

committee said they 
were based on “reliable 
evidence” including 
official figures, academic 
studies and hundreds 
of interviews.

The report pointed out 
that several measures 
“disproportionally 
and adversely affected 
the rights of persons 
with disabilities”.

Government impact 
assessments “expressly 
foresaw” this before those 
policies were carried out.

It pointed to 13,900 
people who lost their 
Motability adapted cars 
upon implementation of 

the Personal Independence 
Payment benefit up 
to February 2016.

Some 41,792 
sanctions were handed 
out to claimants of 
the Employment and 
Support Allowance 
work-related activity 
group by March 2014.

These cut off people’s 
income for weeks or 
months because they failed 
to jump through enough 
hoops to show they 
were looking for work.

Such cuts are 
undermining people’s 
right to live independently.

The report called on the 

government to carry out a 
thorough audit of how its 
welfare policies impact on 
disabled people’s rights.

It called on the 
government to bring in 
legislation to address this.

It also called on the 
government to challenge 
the “negative and 
discriminatory” stereotype 
that “dependency 
on benefits” stops 
people working.

This vindicates 
years of opposition by 
campaigns such as Dpac.

It also underlines 
the need for continuing 
resistance.A DPAC protest in 2013  Picture: Guy Smallman
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