
The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 

Dave Sewell writes on the life and politics 
of  the Cuban leader  >>Pages 14&15

CASTRO, CUBA  
AND SOCIALISM

Durham TAs—
‘We won’t be bullied’ 

Teaching assistants are battling against a Labour 
council trying to slash their pay  >>Pages 10&11

 BUILD FIGHT  
  AGAINST  
 RACISM

RACIST AND far right parties 
across Europe are trying to fol-
low Donald Trump’s success in 
the US.

Anti-migrant, anti-abortion, 
anti-NHS Paul Nuttall, the new 
Ukip leader, hopes to patch up 
the racist party’s recent splits 
(see page 7). He is pitched as 
someone who can reach out to 
embittered workers—but his 
agenda would mean disaster for 
the working class.

It would further divide us in 
the face of attacks from the rich 
and the bankers.

In Austria the Freedom Party 
candidate Norbert Hofer has 
his second attempt at becoming 
president this weekend (see page 
8). 

Marine Le Pen of the Front 
National is expected to reach the 
final round of the French presi-
dential race next year.

Hofer and Le Pen are more 
than just vile bigots and ruling 
class thugs. 

They are using their votes to 
build up fascist organisations that, 
if not confronted, could replicate 
the horrors of the 1930s. The 
French Tory candidate chosen

>>Page 3

FAR RIGHT ON THE RISE IN EUROPE
TORIES & UKIP ATTACK MIGRANTS
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ANTI-RACISM

Diane Abbott 
demands Labour 
backs migrants
SHADOW HOME secretary 
Diane Abbott has slammed 
calls for Labour to 
oppose immigration.

“We are running the risk of 
going to a very dark place on 
issues of race and migration,” 
she warned at an anti-racist 
meeting last week.

Her comments were at odds 
with other Labour politicians 
from left and right. 
>>Page 6

SOUTH KOREA 

Movement splits 
ruling class in 
South Korea 
IN A sign of the growing 
pressure on South Korean 
president Park Geun-hye 
to resign, she announced 
that MPs would decide 
her fate on Tuesday. 

A powerful movement 
demanding Park’s 
immediate resignation has 
rocked South Korea since 
late October. 
>>Page 4

ITALY 
Austerity-lite 
gives dangerous 
boost to right
ITALIAN PRIME minister 
Matteo Renzi’s referendum on 
constitutional reforms is the 
next opportunity for voters 
in a large economy to give 
the establishment a kicking. 

But a general strike on 
Friday of last week may shift 
politics to the left.
>>Page 15 ANTI -RACISM protest in London  Picture: Guy Smallman
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l PRESIDENT OBAMA last 
week pardoned a turkey. Its 

a quaint tradition to comemorate 
the genocide of Native Americans. 
Troublemaker wonders if he 
shouldn’t rather pardon Chelsea 
Manning, jailed for leaking military 
files including those which showed 
attacks by the US on civilians. For 
more go to chelseamanning.org

 How we got Ukip to cancel 
their  march on the courts
NIGEL FARAGE promised 
to lead a march of 100,000 
on the Supreme Court this 
weekend. So where are 
they? No one seems to 
know.

“We’re as confused as you 
are,” Ukip-backed Brexit 
campaign Leave.EU told 
Troublemaker. “We’re trying 
to get some details. 

“We’ve seen our name put 
to it and we’re getting a lot 
of calls about it, but as far as 
we know we’re not organis-
ing it.”

Which was odd as they 
then cancelled the protest.

The line from the Ukip 
offices was “Ukip aren’t 
organising it. Have you tried 
Leave.EU?

“Nigel has talked about 
it, and obviously we’re 
encouraging people to go  
if they want to, but I don’t 
know any more about it 

than you do.” Farage’s office 
wouldn’t take Troublemaker’s 
call without first screening it, 
“due to the huge number of 
unsolicited calls we receive”.

They later called back to 
testily tell us the demon-
stration was cancelled. As 

the Leave.EU team press 
release eventually observed, 
“We have been genuinely 
humbled.”

lPRESS BARONS, jour-
nalists, Conservative 

MPs, and Ukip politicians got 

together on Wednesday even-
ing at the Ritz in London to 
celebrate Nigel Farage.

The “anti-establishment” 
party was organised by the 
Barclay brothers, who own 
The Telegraph newpapers 
and The Spectator magazine 
as well as the Ritz. Arron 
Banks, who donated over  
£7 million to Leave.EU was 
present too.

The room was deco-
rated with large prints of 
the former Ukip leader with 
Donald Trump. 

Farage was presented with 
a pyramid of Ferrero Rochers. 

Farage gloated, “For those 
that are here that aren’t par-
ticularly happy with what’s 
happened in 2016. 

“I’ve got some really bad 
news for you—it’s going to 
get a bloody sight worse next 
year.”

We’ve been warned.

lUS PRESIDENTS are all given a 
Secret Service code name. Barack 

Obama is Renegade, and so on. Donald 
Trump’s code name is Mogul.

It seems appropriate that he should 
be given a name derived from an the 
head of an Islamic dynasty. Zahiruddin 
Muhammad Babur became the first 
Mughal Emperor. He founded the Mughal 
Empire in Hindustan in 16th century.

 Housing bosses get 
all the jam cash
CHANCELLOR Philip 
Hammond made much 
of putting money into 
building more homes 
in last week’s Autumn 
Statement (see page 17).

The idea is that this will 
benefit ordinary people 
struggling in Britain—or 
the Jams as they are now 
known. But maybe it will 
also benefit Hammond.

He’s a beneficiary 
of a trust that controls 
Castlemead Ltd—which 
is “a company 
engaged in 
construction, 
house-building 
and property 
development”.

lTHE biggest 
builders—

Persimmon, Taylor 
Wimpey, Barratt and 
Berkeley Group raked in 
more than £2 billion in 
profits last year.

Eight directors of major 
housebuilders together 
earned £230 million in the 
past five years. 

Two bosses, Tony 
Pidgley and Rob Perrins, 
of Berkeley, have taken 
£141 million in pay and 
share sales since 2011. 

The number of 
households 
living in 
temporary 
accommodation 
in England 
increased 
45 percent in 
the last six 
years to 73,120.

‘Gutted’ cops didn’t 
help with bombs 
ROGER SMITH was 
surprised to find himself 
in trouble with the police.

They seized 12 types 
of controlled substances, 
including more than two 
kilos of gunpowder from 
him. Smith faces jail 
when he is sentenced in 
December. 

Prosecutor Michelle 
Heeley said Smith “had 
it in his mind” that he 
was going to defend the 
country from 
an attack by 
Isis.

“He had 
gathered his 
weapons, got 
his patriotic 
flags ready, 
and made 

explosives at home in 
order to do that”.

Smith, told the jury 
he had felt “pretty 
gutted, shocked and 
disappointed” when 
police turned up at his 
home to conduct the 
search.  

Smith told PC Phil 
Eddy, “we will be fighting 
side by side in a few 
years, when the Muslims 
come to behead us. You 

mark my 
words”. 

Smith 
claimed, “I 
certainly 
did not say 
‘you treated 
me like a 
Muslim”.

Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘You did us all in 
#Labourfamily 
proud’
Stella Creasy MP on Ed Balls’ 
contribution to socialism

‘We’re very proud 
of you! #Strictly 
won’t be the 
same without 
you’ 
David Cameron joins in 

‘You’ve brought 
a smile in a grim 
year and at last 
shown the public 
what a top bloke 
you’ve always 
been’ 
Kevin Brennan MP

‘Now for God’s 
sake find Ed Balls 
a seat ’
Times columnist Janice Turner

‘It would be 
the height of 
arrogance to 
start putting this 
one in the bag’
Tory not a Tory honest Zac 
Goldsmith being self aware 
about his by-election campaign

‘Why did he 
bother?’
Communist Party boss  
Rob Griffiths doesn’t like our 
article on Fidel Castro  
(see pages 14&15). That or he 
doesn’t think Castro should 
have bothered—it wasn’t clear

No hospital 
beds—no 
equipment 

BRITAIN HAS fewer 
hospital beds per person 
than all but two European 
Union (EU) countries 
revealed a report from 
the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development.

The report looked at  
28 countries. It found that 
Britain has fewer medics 
than all but two. It has the 
third fewest MRI scanners 
and the second lowest 
number of CT scanners.

There are 2.8 doctors 
per 1,000 people in 
Britain. The EU average 
is 3.5. The only countries 
with fewer doctors were 
Poland and Romania.

And the Tories want 
to slash the NHS further 
—while scapegoating 
migrants who could help 
expand it.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW@

£100 voucher 
for scabbing
PRISON GUARDS who 
broke their recent strike 
will be rewarded with 
£100 shopping vouchers.

Cash to cover the 
handouts will allegedly be 
raised by docking the pay 
of staff who took part in 
the national walkout.

The governor of HMP 
Long Lartin in Worcester 
wrote to scab screws, 
“Please pop into my 
office... I have a small 
token of appreciation for 
you.” Guards will pocket 
Love2Shop vouchers 
that can be used in 
stores like Argos, Boots, 
Debenhams. Toys ‘R’ Us 
and Mothercare.

Roger Smith

FAT CAT OF 
THE WEEK
George Osborne  
former Tory chancellor
lReceived £320,000 
on top of his salary for 
delivering a number of 
speeches in the US 
lHe is owed payments 
of £81,174 and £60,578 
from JP Morgan for two 
speeches. And another 
£80,240 for one speech 
to Palmex Derivitives. 
That’s nine hours work 
in total.

Tony Pidgley

FARAGE



 Unity vigil in  east London 
after vicious acid attack
by MIRIAM SCHARF and ROB FERGUSON

ACTIVISTS IN east London are 
organising to make sure their area 
is not divided by racism. 

They held a vigil on Tuesday of 
this week following an acid attack 
on a Pakistani food courier.

Imran Khan is still in shock from 
the attack he suffered earlier this 
month in Barking.

He was delivering a pizza from the 
business he runs when he was sur-
rounded by a large group of youths 
and young men. 

They shouted Islamophobic abuse 
and demanded food.

“They were calling me ‘Paki’ and 
things like that,” Imran told Socialist 
Worker.

He passed over the pizza, which 
was thrown back in his face. The 
group then demanded money amid a 
further torrent of racist abuse.

A passer-by called the police 
and the group ran off. Imran had 
to return to the same road to make 
another delivery when he was tar-
geted by two youths.

They squirted the acid through his 
car window, over his face and eyes.

“I was in real pain, with burning all 
over,” said Imran. 

“A man from the local shop rushed 
out and poured water all over my 
face otherwise it would have been 
far worse.”

Angry
He added, “To be honest I feel emo-
tional and angry. I feel that the attack 
and everything that has happened to 
me is because of my religion and my 
race.”

Imran suffered burns to his face 
and neck and was hospitalised as a 
result of the attack.

Other delivery firms in the area 
told Socialist Worker that they regu-
larly suffer racist and Islamophobic 
abuse.

Imran is worried that what hap-
pened to him could happen to other 
people too. 

He asked, “What could they do to 
someone who was more vulnerable?”

Newham Stand Up To Racism 
called an anti-racist vigil on Tuesday 
with Barking and Dagenham Trades 
Council and the National Union of 
Teachers. 

Council leader Darren Rodwell 
was set to speak.

Campaigners in the area have 
shown before that racism can be 
beaten back here. 

In 2006 the fascist British National 
Party (BNP) won 12 council seats in 
the borough. 

But after a mass campaign the BNP 
lost every one of the seats four years 
later.

A month later BNP candidate 
Richard Barnbrook failed in an 
attempt to get back onto the council.

Today there is a filthy climate 
of Islamophobia and racism being 
whipped up by press and politicians. 
We need to organise locally to take 
this on. 

What happened to Imran cannot 
be allowed to stand.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Imran Khan was attacked in 
Barking while delivering a pizza
lA large group of youths and men 
shouted racist abuse before two 
youths squirted acid over his face
lOther delivery firms in the area 
have said they regularly suffer 
racist and Islamophobic abuse
lAnti-racists are organising in the 
wake of the attack to make sure 
that their area is not divided
lThe borough’s strong history of 
anti-racism has previously beaten 
back fascists

IN THIS WEEK

 1955
Rosa Parks arrest 
fuels bus boycott
ROSA PARKS was 
arrested on 1 December 
1955 for refusing to give 
up her seat on the bus to 
a white passenger.

Her resistance sparked 
a city-wide bus boycott 
in Alabama. Later that 
month courts ended bus 
segregation there.

IMRAN KHAN following the acid attack in Barking, east London

>>>from page one
last week to run against  
Le Pen, Francois Fillon, has 
built his campaign around 
copying her ideas. 

He combines an anti-gay, 
anti-Muslim agenda with 
promises to smash workers’ 
conditions and organisation.

Here Theresa May has 
made promises to cut 
immigration one of her key 
priorities.

Shamefully even in Labour 
many leading figures have 
called for taking a tougher 
anti-immigration line.

We need a movement 
against capitalism’s despair, 
built on workers’ unity, not 
bosses’ scapegoating.

The growing acceptance of 
racist myths and repression—
particularly against 
immigrants and Muslims—is 
our enemies’ chief weapon.

But the vast majority of 
people are horrified by far 
right groups and violence 
against migrants. 

They can be won to an 
anti-racist movement.
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lSaturday 10 December
Winter Appeal for 
Refugees, including 
delegation to Calais
lFriday 20 January
Protests across Britain 
as Donald Trump is 
inaugurated US president
lSaturday 4 February
trade union conference
lSaturday 18 March
National demonstrations 
against racism
standuptoracism.org.uk

DIARY DATES



‘It’s our turn 
to fire you’, 
workers tell 
president
Mass protests have split South Korea’s 
ruling party over a vote to impeach 
its leader, write Workers’ Solidarity 

IN A sign of the growing pres-
sure on South Korean president 
Park Geun-hye to resign, she 
announced that MPs would 
decide her fate on Tuesday. 

A powerful movement demand-
ing Park’s immediate resignation 
has rocked South Korea since late 
October. 

Over one and a half million 
people protested in the capital city 
Seoul last Saturday—and hundreds 
of thousands gathered in other 
towns and cities. A further round of 
mass protests was planned for this 
Saturday.  

People are determined to bring 
down Park. As Hye-shin Park, a 
university student, told Workers’ 
Solidarity, “For the last four years 
Park has been pushing reforms that 
make it easier to fire workers. 

“Now it’s our turn to fire her.”

Plan 
The left wing Korean Confederation 
of Trade Union (KCTU) led the 
march in Seoul towards the Blue 
House, the presidential palace. 

Many people at the protest 
greeted the KCTU’s plan for a one-
day protest strike this Wednesday. 

The crowd cheered loudly when 
the civil service workers and teach-
ers’ unions announced they would 
defy the government and strike. A 

teacher’s union member told the 
rally, “More than anything this pro-
test justifies my union’s struggle 
against Park. 

“Park’s attack on workers’ rights 
and education should stop immedi-
ately—she should be in jail.”

Striking rail workers, who’ve 
resisted opposition parties and their 
union leadership’s call to end their 
walkout, also received widespread 
support. 

Park has tried to intimidate  
workers from joining the move-
ment, but organised workers played 
an important role from the begining. 

Jae-heon Lee, a worker for a 

BACK STORY
A movement demanding the 
South Korean president’s 
resignation has rocked the 
country since October 
lIt erupted after revelations that 
president Park Guen-hye kept a 
secret, unelected adviser
lThe movement also involves 
organised groups of workers
lIt has forced MPs to say they 
will hold a vote on impeachment
lBut protests on the streets are 
demanding Park’s immediate 
resignation 

Hyundai Motors supplier, told 
Workers’ Solidarity, “Some say that 
workers’ participation within the 
protests will bring a backlash.

“I don’t buy it—we workers 
should raise our voices.” 

Up until this protest, the main-
stream opposition parties were hesi-
tant to support the popular demands 
for Park’s resignation. 

But they’ve now said there will be 
an impeachment vote no later than 
next week, in an attempt to shift the 
focus of popular anger away from 
the streets.  

The popular mobilisations have 
caused a sharp division within Park’s 

ruling Saenuri party. A significant 
faction, which is backed by some 
important South Korean capitalists, 
has challenged Park and said it will 
support impeachment.  

Split 
To avoid a party split, leading 
MPs who support Park began talk-
ing about an “orderly resigna-
tion” and forced Park to make her 
announcement. 

As the political turmoil contin-
ues, it is important to organise the 
movement independently from par-
liamentary manoeuvres. 

As the KCTU said, “Parliamentary 

impeachment is too slow and what 
people demand is immediate 
resignation.” 

Such words need to be backed 
up by action, especially strikes by 
organised groups of workers. 

This will not be an automatic pro-
cess, but Workers’ Solidarity is argu-
ing within the movement for more 
mass protests and strikes. 
Workers’ Solidarity is  
Socialist Worker’s sister newspaper 

On other pages...
Fascist could win presidential  
election in Austria >>Page 8

A MASS protest in the capital Seoul   Pictures: Workers’ solidarity

Close link to old dictatorship 
SINCE THE protest 
movement erupted 
in October, president 
Park Geun-hye has 
only angered those 
demanding her 
resignation.

In the last week 
alone, Park has 
pushed ahead 
with strengthening 
military cooperation 
with Japan despite 
widespread 
opposition.

Anger against Park 

runs deep in society. 
She has been steadily 
taking steps to 
glamorise the military 
dictatorship, run by 
her father Park Chung-
hee that ruled South 
Korea until 1979. 

Park is intimately 
connected with the 
regime. She acted as 
“first lady” for five 
years after her mother 
was killed in a failed 
assassination attempt 
on her father. 

A protester carries effigy 
of Park in prison uniform The three banners are demanding the president’s immediate resignation 

More online
Our full coverage of the 
protests in South Korea

socialistworker.co.uk

Unions and the left lead marches 
in South Korea  
bit.ly/2fxeTur

GALLERY: South Korean protests 
demand president  
Park Geun-hye’s resignation  
bit.ly/2gE3zZr

Plus more ...
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Tories’ toughness means 
little when it comes to rich
TORY proposals to 
“crack down” on 
top bosses’ pay and 
protect workers’ 
pensions are a 
hypocritical lie.

Prime minister 
Theresa May said 
on Tuesday that she 
wanted to “create an 
economy that works 
for everyone, not just 
the privileged few”.

This apparently 
meant targeting 
an “irresponsible 
minority of privately 
held companies acting 
carelessly—leaving 
employees, customers 
and pension fund 
beneficiaries to 
suffer when things go 
wrong.”

But the proposals, 
published in 
a government 
consultation 
document on 
Tuesday, amount 

to almost nothing.
They include making 
firms publish the 
difference between 
chief executives’ 
pay and average 
workers’ wages—but 
not making bosses 
pay workers more or 
themselves less.

They also suggest 
introducing a “code 
of practice” for the 
biggest companies, 
which bosses can 

ignore so long as they 
can “justify” it. 

Plans to put 
workers on company 
boards now just mean 
giving workers a 
“voice”.

The Tories’ actual 
plans in last week’s 
Autumn Statement 
(see page 17) show 
whose side they are 
on—holding down 
wages while cutting 
tax for bosses.

Theresa May

Trump school chief funds 
calls to revive child labour
DONALD TRUMP last 
week appointed an 
education secretary 
who helps to run and 
fund a think tank that 
proposed bringing 
back child labour.

The Acton 
Insititute published 
an article saying “a 
long day’s work and 

a load of sweat 
have plenty 
to teach” 

children. It suggested 
work is a “gift our 
kids can handle”, 
although the call to 
“bring back child 
labour” has been 
removed from the 
article’s title.

Trump’s pick for 
education secretary, 
Betsy DeVos, who 
wants to replace 
state schools with 

private schools, 
was on the think 
tank’s board 
for ten years. 
She has given it 

more than 
£800,000 
since 2000 

and her mother Elsa 
D Prince Broekhuizen 
is a director.

But Trump had to 
distance himself from 
Richard Spencer, who 
shouted “hail Trump” 
to a crowd making 
Nazi salutes. 

Breitbart News, 
formerly run by 
Trump’s strategist 
Stephen Bannon, 
called Spencer a 
“leading intellectual 
of the alt-right”. 

Scottish Labour under fire
UNITE UNION leader 
Len McCluskey 
attacked Scottish 
Labour leader Kezia 
Dugdale last weekend. 

He welcomed her 
deputy Alex Rowley’s 
call for Labour “to 
revert to its roots”.

McCluskey called 
for a “progressive 
alliance” to oust the 
Tories—something 
Dugdale opposes.

He added that 
workers’ unity was 
more important to 
him than the British 
union. He accused 

Dugdale of doing her 
party “a disservice” 
by backing the right’s 
coup against leader 
Jeremy Corbyn.

Electoral disasters 
have sown turmoil for 
Scottish Labour. With 
another defeat likely 
in council elections in 
May some are already 
looking to the future.

GMB union Scottish 
secretary Gary Smith 
has also said Scottish 
Labour fails to “sound 
in touch with working 
class people”. 

But he meant it 

should back Trident 
and fracking. He also 
warned that “doing 
deals with the Tories” 
after May’s elections 
to “secure an extra 
few bob in expenses” 
would be a “disaster”.

Support for Corbyn 
has been muted in 
Scotland. 

But neither Labour 
nor the Scottish 
National Party offer 
real resistance to 
the Tories. Both are 
implementing cuts 
that damage working 
class people’s lives.

Donald Trump and Betsy Devos

More online...
Who are the “alt-right”?  
bit.ly/2gsiuqe

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

DEFEND FREE MOVEMENT—
NOT THE SINGLE MARKET

 T 
HERESA May’s Tory 
government wants to 
“have its cake and eat it” 
in Brexit negotiations—
but that’s not going to 

happen.  The revelation about the 
government’s strategy came this 
week from photographed notes 
carried by MP Mark Field’s aide. 

They highlight the deep 
problems facing the Tories. 

Field is Tory party vice 
chair for international affairs. 
Most troublingly for them, the 
document admits, “We think it’s 
unlikely we’ll be offered the single 
market”.  As the MP representing 
the City of London bosses, Field 
knows all too well the demands of 
the banks and big business. 

The majority of bosses opposed 
leaving the European Union 
(EU)—now they demand access 
to the EU single market. 

But the Tories are also 
chasing after racist votes, and 
are determined to deliver fresh 
attacks against migrants’ rights and 
the freedom of movement. 

They also know that there’s a 
deep-seated anger against those at 
the top of society.

May has been quick to promise 
business a shopping list of financial 
sweeteners if Britain does leave 

the single market. Unfortunately, 
Labour’s left wing leadership 
has also courted business and 
promised to defend access to the 
single market. 

Socialists should instead expose 
the single market’s rules that clear 
the ground for the bosses—and 
rule out a genuine welfare state, 
let alone socialist measures. 

At the same time, many Labour 
figures are making dangerous 
concessions on freedom of 
movement for migrants (see page 6). 

While immigration was a factor 
in the Leave vote, racism against 
migrants was not the central 
driving force.  As Labour’s shadow 
home secretary Diane Abbott said 
at the time, it was a “cry of rage 

against the Westminster elite”.
The government is appealing 

against a Supreme Court decision 
that MPs must vote before 
Article 50 can be moved to trigger 
the Brexit negotiations.  

The court will rule on Monday. 
Now the danger is that 

opposition to what the Tories 
plan will fuse around a neoliberal 
defence of the single market. 

Guardian newspaper columnist 
Polly Toynbee pondered a second 
referendum—then said MPs 
should decide because people 
can’t be trusted. Green MP 
Caroline Lucas, who is supporting 
the Lib Dems in the Richmond 
by-election, also outrageously said 
she would block Brexit. 

For Labour and most socialists 
to line up with David Cameron, 
the bosses and the EU was a 
tragedy that allowed the right to 
shape the debate. 

To now side with the single 
market would allow the right 
to capitalise on anger at the 
establishment. 

Socialists must seize on Tory 
divisions to put forward a socialist, 
anti-racist vision of Brexit. 

We say “no to the single 
market—yes to freedom of 
movement”.

WEST IS NO HELP TO SYRIA
F ORCES supporting Syrian 

dictator Bashar al-Assad 
had taken control of up to a 

third of east Aleppo at the start 
of this week.  The area has been 
under siege since 2014 and the 
situation for people there is dire.

Up to 20,000 people were 
trying to leave east Aleppo this 
week. Up to 250,000 people may 
still be trapped there with little 
access to food, water or medicine.

Counter-revolution and 
imperialist meddling has caused 
the chaos in Syria. In 2011 tens 

of thousands of Syrians rose 
up against Assad’s regime. The 
popular revolt was part of the 
Arab revolutions that swept the 
Middle East and North Africa.

Assad launched a brutal 
crackdown and a sectarian civil 
war to weaken the revolt. This 
led to competing groups winning 
control of different areas in Syria.

Imperialist powers, including 
the US and Russia, have supported 
various factions to bolster their 
own influence. None of them are 
interested in peace or in the fate 

of ordinary people in Syria.
Isis controls much of the 

territory in eastern Syria. It is a 
product of imperialist war and the 
defeat of the Arab revolutions.

Another example of the 
terrible cost of intervention can 
be seen in Iraq. Hundreds of 
thousands of civilians are trapped 
as Iraqi troops and sectarian 
militia, backed by US forces, attack 
the Isis-controlled city of Mosul.

Western rulers created the 
suffering—and more intervention 
will only make it worse.

Siding with the 
single market 
lets the right 
hijack anger at 
establishment

‘‘ 
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System’s woes run 
deeper than Brexit
CHANCELLOR PHILIP Hammond’s Autumn Statement 
marked another stage in the low-intensity warfare that 
has gripped the Tory party. They’ve been squabbling 
since David Cameron struck his ill-fated deal with the 
European Union (EU) in February.

The argument focused on the fairly gloomy projections for 
the British economy produced by the Treasury’s supposedly 
independent Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR). 

Along with the Bank of England and most economic 
forecasters, the OBR predicted that the economy would fall 
off a cliff if Leave won the EU referendum.

This proved, as Financial Times columnist Wolfgang 
Münchau commented, “A monumental tactical 
miscalculation”.

Tory Brexiteers and some tabloids mounted a campaign 
against the OBR for talking the economy down because it 
wants Britain to stay in the EU.

Hammond himself probably found the forecasts useful as 
a way of disciplining the Brexiteers around the cabinet table. 
He’s pressing for a deal with the EU that keeps Britain in the 
single market. But so far the economy seems to be holding 
up quite well. Instead of dropping by 1 percent as all the 
forecasts projected, business investment rose by  
0.9 percent in the third quarter of 2016. 

Someone well-connected in the business world told me 
Jaguar Land Rover would cut its investments in Britain 
because of Brexit. But it’s just announced it will add 
another 10,000 jobs in electric car production to its British 
operations.

Where the forecasts are at their grimmest is when it comes 
to wages. The Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) analysed the 
OBR’s figures (see page 17). It argued that in 2021 average 
earnings will be lower than they were at the time of the 
financial crash in 2008. 

Nothing if not a team player, the IFS blames Brexit for 
this grim outcome. The pound has fallen sharply after the 
referendum. This raises the price of imported goods, which 
will push up the rate of inflation and cut real wages.

But this forecast needs to be put into perspective. Average 
earnings fell by 9 percent in the five years after the crash, 
long before Brexit was more than a vague cloud on the 
horizon. The Resolution Foundation has a chart based on the 
OBR’s figures. 

It shows the period since 2008 as marking one of the four 
historic drops in British real wages over the past 250 years.

Sluggish
So the pressure on real wages isn’t something that began in 
June. Mainstream economists try to explain it by the very 
sluggish growth of productivity in British industry. 

But this only pushes the problem back—why is 
productivity stagnating? To my mind the best explanation is 
provided by Marxist economists such as the blogger Michael 
Roberts. 

He argues that sluggish productivity both here and in the 
United States is caused by low investment. This is in turn 
caused by the chronically low levels of profitability that lie 
behind the crash and the Great Recession.

It’s true that real wages were beginning to recover in the 
last couple of years. Inflation will surely rise thanks to the 
fall in the pound. 

But who suffers as a result isn’t predetermined—it 
depends on the outcome of class struggle. 

In other words, workers can and should fight to push for 
above-inflation wage increases. This would eat into profits, 
but this just points to a basic truth about capitalism, namely 
that workers and bosses have conflicting interests. 

As the great economist David Ricardo showed 200 years 
ago, when prices rise either wages or profits must fall. And 
capitalism isn’t a charity. 

In both Britain and the US in recent decades, when 
productivity has risen, wage increases have lagged behind. 
The bosses took the lion’s share for themselves.

So Brexit may make the economic situation worse, though 
the actual evidence for this is so far pretty scant. 

But who suffers as a result depends on how well organised 
and determined the two main classes are. 

This puts a heavy responsibility on that almost silent 
group, the trade union leaders.

 Diane Abbott demands that  
 Labour supports migrants
The divisions within 
the Labour Party over 
immigration were 
laid bare at a meeting 
last week, reports 
Dave Sewell

SHADOW HOME secretary 
Diane Abbott has slammed 
calls for Labour to oppose 
immigration.

She warned an audience 
of anti-racists in London last 
week, “We are running the 
risk of going to a very dark 
place on issues of race and 
migration. 

“If we don’t come together 
and campaign hard, the gains 
I’ve fought for all my life 
could be rolled back.”

Abbott was addressing  
a 170-strong Stand Up 
To Racism meeting in her 
Hackney, east London, con-
stituency on Wednesday of 
last week. 

Her comments were at 
odds with other Labour politi-
cians who say Labour should 
promise to bring migration 
levels down.

Right wing Labour MP 
Dan Jarvis was the latest to 
call for “greater control over 
immigration”.

Test
He said on Monday of this 
week that immigration is a 
“crucial test” for Labour.

But Labour MPs on the left 
have also called for immigra-
tion to be reduced.

Shadow foreign secretary 
Emily Thornberry said on 
Sunday, “Do I think that too 
many people at the moment 
come into this country? Yes, 
I think they do.”

She suggested that nego-
tiations  for leaving the 
European Union should 

involve keeping freedom of 
movement but looking at 
“how it is defined and how it 
is applied”.

She also attacked “employ-
ers who take advantage of 
sucking people in from other 
countries and undercutting 
wages and undercutting 
conditions”.

But Abbott inisisted that 
migrants were not to blame 
for bosses’ attacks on workers. 

“There is a very common 
notion now that immigration 
drives down wages and con-
ditions,” she said.

“Immigrants do not drive 
down wages and conditions. 
Predatory employers, a lack 
of trade union rights and glo-
balisation drives down wages 
and conditions.”

She warned that the argu-
ment to drop the freedom 
of movement for European 
Union migrants after Brexit 
could be “actually a cover for 
anti-immigrant feeling”.

Abbott told Socialist 
Worker, “I’m alarmed by 
people saying we need to 
dump freedom of move-
ment because people on the 
doorstep say they don’t like 
immigration.”

Her speech concluded with 

a call on the Labour movement  
to come to a clear anti-racist 
defence of immigration.

“It is time people stopped 
talking about immigrants as a 
problem,” she said.

“Our job is to fight the 
pressure to move to the right 
on race and migration.

“Our job is to say to 
people in the labour move-
ment, what kind of solution 
is it for the underpaid and 
exploited to encourage them 
to think that another section 
of the working class is their 
enemy? 

“It’s not an answer, it’s 
never been answer.”

LABOUR’S DIANE Abbott (main) and Weyman Bennett 
from Stand Up To Racism speaking at the meeting (left)

Protests and rallies against racism
STAND UP To Racism 
(SUTR) activists joined an  
anti-racist march 
organised by the Scottish 
TUC in Glasgow last 
Saturday. As many as 
2,000 people joined the 
march.

And former 
Guantanamo Bay prisoner 
Moazzam Begg slammed 
the Islamophobic Prevent 
strategy at a SUTR meeting 
in Portsmouth on Thursday 
of last week.

The government 
claims that putting 
Muslim children under 
intense scrutiny can stop 
“radicalisation” and 

terrorism. But Moazzam 
said, “You don’t make our 
teachers and educators 
into informants, you don’t 
make our students into 
suspects, you don’t do 
that.

“We really need to stand 
firm and recognise that the 
enemies of all that is good 
strive and thrive on what 
divides us.”

More than 100 people 
were at the Portsmouth 
meeting. 

Some 80 people also 
joined a SUTR meeting in 
Sheffield, 50 students in 
Manchester university and 
35 in Essex University.Anti-racists march in Glasgow

More online
For a longer version, go to  
bit.ly/2gGX3Fz
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Get involved with  
Stand Up To Racism 
and find out more 
about local activities
web 
standuptoracism.org.uk 

email 
info@standuptoracism.org.ukP
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Ukip’s new 
leader can’t 
hide their 
old troubles
Newly-elected bigot Paul Nuttall 
now has to lead a deeply divided 
party, writes Sadie Robinson

PAUL NUTTALL has been elected 
the latest leader of the rac-
ist Ukip party. Whether he will 
be in the post for longer than 
Diane James, who managed just  
18 days, is yet to be seen.

Nuttall’s victory speech addressed 
the deep divisions that exist in the 
party. He warned, “Only unity 
breeds success. People do not vote, 
join or donate to divided parties. To 
those who do not want unity, your 
time in Ukip is coming to an end.”

The election contest was sparked 
after James resigned. She had been 
elected after former leader Nigel 
Farage resigned—and she has now 
left the party. 

Steven Woolfe had been the 
favourite to replace Farage. But 
he left the party after being hos-
pitalised by fellow Ukip MEP Mike 
Hookem.

Nuttall, North West England MEP 
and former deputy leader, admitted 
during the campaign that Ukip had 
become “dysfunctional”. 

“We haven’t covered ourselves in 
glory,” he said.

Nuttall has called for the NHS to 
be privatised as “the very existence 
of the NHS stifles competition.”

Banning
He’s a racist and sexist bigot. Nuttall 
is a leading advocate for ban-
ning the burqa, arguing that “face  
coverings should be banned in any 
public building”. He also wants to 
limit abortion rights.

The election campaign has 
exposed deep and hostile divisions 
that will continue. Failed candi-
dates were at each other’s throats.

John Rees-Evans denounced 
Suzanne Evans for trying to “trash 
the reputation” of Ukip candidate 
Alan Craig. Craig had bemoaned 
what he cal led “gay rights 
Stormtroopers”.

Evans said she would not toler-
ate homophobia if she was elected 
leader. Rees-Evans said it was “not 
acceptable” for her to oppose Craig 
for having what he called “tradi-
tional views”.

The spat reflects a deeper 

argument. Evans said Ukip must be 
saved from the “far right”.

The party’s only MP, Douglas 
Carswell, backs Evans. But others 
in Ukip are bitterly opposed to the 
idea that it should shift toward the 
centre.

So Farage said he was “on the 
fence” over whether to support fas-
cist Marine Le Pen in France in an 
interview with the Sunday Express 
last weekend.

Carswell then told Sky News 
he “would never vote for Marine 
Le Pen in a million years”.

Ukip’s campaigning during the 
referendum on EU membership 
helped to keep the party together 
and hide splits within it. Now that 
the referendum is over, these splits 
are harder to hide.

Ukip chair Paul Oakden, unveil-
ing Nuttall as the new leader, said, 
“This is Ukip’s time.” 

And Farage painted a rosy picture 
of the party. He claimed Brexit had 
not undermined Ukip’s support and 
said the new leader would inherit a 
party in good finances.

In reality Ukip is in financial 
crisis. And its membership is fall-
ing—fewer than 15,500 people 
voted in the election.

But Ukip has been part of push-
ing mainstream politics to the 
right. Anti-racists must continue to 
oppose it—and the racism of the 
mainstream parties that feeds it.

BACK STORY
Ukip has been plagued by 
infighting and spats
lPrevious leader Nigel Farage 
stepped down after the European 
Union referendum
lHis successor, Diane James, 
resigned 18 days after being 
elected
lThen Ukip MEP Mike Hookem 
put prospective leader Stephen 
Woolfe in hospital
lFarage and Ukip MP Douglas 
Carswell have fought over how 
right wing the party should be

RACIST WINDBAG Paul Nuttall 

CHILD ABUSE

Shocking new figures reveal neglect 
and corruption across police forces
THE COPS’ pet watchdog has 
received “complaints”—including 
potential “high level corruption”—
regarding police handling of child 
sexual abuse cases.

Some 187 Independent Police 
Complaints Commission (IPCC) 
investigations are ongoing into 
potential police failings in dealing 
with historic child sexual abuse 
cases. They cover 18 police forces 
in England and Wales.

A BBC Freedom of Information 
request revealed that 27 
completed inquiries have resulted 
in potential disciplinary action 
against up to 15 police officers.

Failures
Of the 187 investigations, 
56 relate to alleged failures 
by South Yorkshire Police in 
responding to allegations of 
child sexual exploitation in 
Rotherham. Another 46 relate to 
the Metropolitan Police and 58 to 
Essex Police.

Some cases include claims 
that police stopped investigations 
despite uncovering evidence of 
abuse. There are also claims that 

investigations were shut down and 
prosecutions not pursued because 
the suspects were politicians.

A separate report found that 
police in London are putting 
children at risk because of 
“serious errors” in their response 
to sexual abuse. The HM 
Inspectorate of Constabulary 
(HMIC) reviewed 384 cases and 
found that three quarters were 
handled inadequately or required 
improvement.

One case involved a ten year 
old girl suspected of being abused 
by her father and witnessing her 
father assault her mother. 

Police did not speak to the 
girl even after an internal review 
highlighted this mistake.

Police also failed to investigate 
allegations that a 13 year old girl 
was being abused by older men—
even after a review highlighted 
the error.

The HMIC reviewed 38 cases 
of missing and absent children—
and judged 36 as requiring 
improvement or inadequate. 

Some 38 cases were referred 
back to the Met because they 

had placed a child or children at 
continued risk.

The Met had assessed one as 
requiring improvement and three 
as inadequate. No action had been 
taken on any of them.

Widespread
Some right wing newspapers 
have tried to downplay the scale 
of child abuse. Yet the abuse 
currently being uncovered within 
football is another sign of how 
widespread the problem is.

Complaints have been made 
relating to alleged abuse by staff 
at Leeds and Blackpool football 
clubs. Other complaints involve 
Crewe, Manchester City, Stoke 
and Newcastle.

More than 20 footballers 
have so far come forward with 
allegations of abuse. Gordon 
Taylor from the Professional 
Footballers’ Association said, “I’m 
expecting there will be more. 

“This could be throughout 
the country in the same way it’s 
been in other professions where 
children are there—in the church, 
in schools.”
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 Nazi Norbert Hofer could win  
 Austrian presidency in re-run  
As Austria’s rulers make peace with 
the fascists ahead of a presidential 
election, only militant opposition on 
the streets will push back the threat
FASCIST NORBERT Hofer was 
favourite to win in the re-run 
of the Austrian presidential  
election this Sunday, 

The Freedom Party (FPO) can-
didate narrowly lost by a few  
thousand votes in May. 

But Hofer successfully appealed 
for a re-run over the way in which 
postal votes had been counted.

It was then postponed due to 
problems with ballot envelopes.
This helped Hofer position him-
self as the “anti-establishment”  
candidate. 

In reality the ruling class was 
preparing to make peace with 
him. Labour-type social democrat 
chancellor Christian Kern made 
his peace with FPO leader Heinz-
Christian Strache on live television 
last week.

He said his party would work 
with the FPO from now on.

Core 
Hofer’s campaign was saturated 
with racism against Muslims and 
migrants. His party was set up by a 
former Nazi minister and SS officer, 
and maintains a hard Nazi core. 

But the Tory and Social 
Democratic Party coalition govern-
ment has played into its racism. It 
has taken the lead in the clamp-
down against refugees in Europe.

Up to 5,000 people joined a pro-
test against a surge of deportations 
of refugees in the capital Vienna 
last Saturday.

David Albrich, a leading member 
of revolutionary socialist organi-
sation Neue Linkswende, told 

Socialist Worker, “The government 
has deported hundreds of refugees 
to Croatia and other countries in 
recent weeks.

“Police are pulling refugee chil-
dren and youth out of schools 
by force, and taking seriously ill 
people out of hospitals and push-
ing them into aeroplanes.”

Regime 
If Hofer wins, it will strengthen the 
FPO’s position to win parliamentary 
elections and form a government. 

It will help it build a movement 
that could one day create a genuine 
fascist regime.

But the FPO faces opposition—
including a “Fuck Hofer” protest 
set to take place the day before the 
election and others planned after-
wards if he wins.

Hofer’s challenger, Green Party-
backed Alexander Van der Bellen, 
has focused on getting support for 
the “centre” against the “extremes”. 

But it is the rotten centre that has 
fuelled racism and allowed the fac-
sists to pose as an alternative. 

David said, “Even some on the 
radical left follow this disastrous 
mistake.

“They argue against confron-
tation and protests as it would  
guarantee Hofer’s success. 

“We need to answer with a broad 
and militant offensive against the 
fascists.”

On other pages...
We won’t be bullied say Durham 
TAs >>Pages 10&11

UP TO 5,000 protested in support of refugees in Austria’s capital Vienna  Picture: Neue LiNksweNde

GREECE 

Workers across public sector walk out 
against Syriza government’s austerity
PUBLIC SECTOR workers struck 
across Greece against austerity 
measures on Thursday of last 
week. 

Hospitals only responded to 
emergency cases. Ferries to and 
from the islands were halted and 
thousands marched in the capital 
Athens.

Greece’s left Syriza government 
is pushing a new round of cuts to 
wages, pensions and jobs as part 
of its bailout agreement with the 
European Union (EU).

Public sector union federation 
Adedy announced that five years 
of cuts had reduced the number of 
people employed by the state from 
936,000 to 567,000.

It’s part of a broader set 
of planned “reforms” being 
demanded by Greece’s creditors, 
including an attack on workers’ 

rights. They want to make sackings 
easier for bosses and hit union 
funding.

Stavros Kioutsoumbelis of the 
Adedy executive said, “We have to 

push back because they are leading 
us back to middle ages in terms of 
labour rights.”

Unions have called a nationwide 
general strike on Thursday of next 
week.

The government warned that 
the proposals “would be a social 
disaster”.

 It is haggling with EU and 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) bosses this week to water 
them down.

But it has poor form in saying 
no to those who can cut off 
the government’s income by 
withholding bailout money.

It’s been eight years since the 
global financial crisis and years of 
EU and IMF-imposed austerity. 

But workers in Greece are still 
fighting attempts to make them 
pay the bankers’ bill.

PALESTINE 

Israel fans flames of hatred
ISRAELI POLITICIANS have led 
a backlash against Palestinians 
after huge fires spread across 
the Israeli state and the West 
Bank last week.

Minister Naftali Bennett said, 
“Only someone who this land 
does not belong to would be 
capable of setting fire to it”.

Some 35 people—including 
25 Palestinians—had been 
reported arrested after fires 
destroyed 32,000 acres of 
forest.

Israeli government figures 
said the fires were “political 
arson” against the Israeli state. 

It’s possible that some fires 
were started by Palestinians as 
an act of resistance. 

They came as Israel 
announced plans to build 
500 new settlement homes in 
occupied East Jerusalem.

Yet other Israeli authorities 
said the fires most likely began 
as the result of an unusually 
dry winter and strong winds.

Liberal Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz suggested blaming 
Palestinians was an attempt 
to divert attention from the 
government’s “negligence” of 
the fire service.

Marchers in Athens  
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Every little 
helps the rich
ONE TESCO store was 
accused last week of 
making children from a 
state school queue to 
go in, but those from a 
private school go right in.

Challenged about this 
discrimination on Twitter, 
Tesco replied that the 
store manager “said the 
private school normally 
have a lesser amount of 
children which is quicker 
and easier for the store”.

It seems Tesco is 
fully in favour of giving 
special treatment to the 
privately educated. 

Michael John Booth
Bradford

How soon can 
Farage leave?
DONALD TRUMP wants 
Nigel Farage to represent 
Britain as ambassador to 
the US? Excellent idea.

Farage already 
qualifies by keeping up 
the tradition of British 
politicians having their 
heads up US presidents’ 
arses.

And his departure 
would free up a space 
in Britain for a child 
migrant from Calais.

John Curtis
Suffolk

Anti-racism is a fight for the 
interest of the working class
AT A recent meeting my union 
branch—health workers in the 
Unite union—affiliated to Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR). They agreed 
for me to write an SUTR article in 
every issue of our monthly 
newsletter.

It goes out electronically to 900 
members, and stewards distribute 
copies every month around 
canteens and staff rooms across a 
large NHS trust. 

This will be a great way to make 
SUTR a visible presence in the 
workplace. It allows us to make 
contact with people in other 
unions to discuss building an 
anti-racist culture in the 
workplace.

This in turn will help identify 
anti-racists who can help build 
SUTR and the national demo on 
Saturday 18 March.

A few days later I got Preston 
trades council to affiliate to SUTR.

Last week I attended Unite’s 
regional health sector committee. 
It agreed to support SUTR and 
submitted a motion to the north 
west regional committee.

It asked the region to provide 
transport for the demo and to 
encourage branches to send 
delegates to the SUTR trade  
union conference on Saturday  
4 February.

We can raise SUTR at every level 
within the trade unions, and 
strengthen anti-racism in the 
workplace through our union 
branches and in local areas 
through trades councils.

At the same time we can 
pressure bodies higher in the 

union structure to pass anti-racist 
policies, turning affiliations into 
concrete support.

Mick Mulcahy
Preston

lLABOUR MP Stephen Kinnock 
says the party fails to represent 
the interests of the “white working 
class” because it has been too 
obsessed with diversity.

There’s no evidence of Kinnock 
supporting the working class.

His constituency includes Port 
Talbot steel works, but he’s been 
lacklustre at best in campaigning 
for it. In parliament he has done 
little to oppose the welfare 
reforms that have hammered his 
constituents.

It’s also wrong to suggest that 
“diversity issues” and the interests 
of the working class—even the 
“white working class”—are in 
competition with each other.

Even the white section of the 
working class is diverse—men and 

women, straight and LGBT+. And 
crucially, allowing our class to be 
divided into an “us” and “them” 
only benefits the ruling class. 
That’s a disaster for black people—
and the “white working class” too.

Alice Greenlees
Swansea

lTHE SUGGESTION that people 
should show passports and utility 
bills before they get NHS care was 
blatantly cynically timed the day 
before the Autumn Statement.

Philip Hammond made it clear 
the NHS will continue to be 
starved of funds, even though he 
knows it’s collapsing. So there’s a 
move to pretend it’s the fault of 
foreign passport holders.

Lots of people have a foreign 
passport but pay tax in Britain.

Not all taxpayers have utility 
bills to show—only one person in 
a household has their name on the 
bills. And lots of elderly people 
don’t have passports. My own 
mother couldn’t jump this hurdle. 

People who need healthcare 
should get it, full stop. And until 
politicians are stopped from 
investing in tax-avoiding firms that 
take NHS money for private profit, 

I won’t believe this measure has 
anything to do with who pays tax.

It’s aimed at diverting 
opposition to NHS cuts. It’s aimed 
at making us distrust “foreigners”. 
It’s aimed at delaying people who 
look different or speak a different 
language when they’re in need.

It’s a racist disgrace.
Lin Clark

Bristol

A right to 
storm out
SOCIOLOGY teachers are 
often accused of having a 
left wing bias. But some-
times the right wing does 
our job for us.

Last week 800 A-level 
sociology students attended 
a conference whose final 
speaker was Mail on 
Sunday columnist Peter 
Hitchens.

He opened by berating 
them, insisting they listen 
with open minds.

He went on to demand a 
return of grammar schools, 
savaging their “second rate” 
comprehensive education 
as a social experiment 
“sacrificing quality”.

Hitchens didn’t engage 
with a student who argued 
that the Finnish education 
system was least selective 
and most successful. He 
stormed off the stage to the 
derision of students—who 
took to social media to tell 
their mates.

Hitchens said on Twitter, 
“One day this experience—
of not having their 
insolence indulged, and of 
being challenged—will do 
them good.” The students 
used slightly more colourful 
language about this 
repugnant right winger 

Simon Shaw
East London

 Teamsters  
  want change
THE TEAMSTERS’ union in 
the US recently elected its 
general president. The vote 
showed how progressive 
activism for reform from 
the bottom up is spreading 
in the labour movement.

Incumbent James Hoffa 
narrowly beat left 
candidate Fred Zuckerman, 
with the press and the 
bureaucracy on Hoffer’s 
side. I am a campaign 
worker for Teamsters for a 
Democratic Union (TDU), a 
member of the Teamsters 
rail section and organiser 
for Zuckerman’s Teamsters 
United campaign.

Zuckerman and his 
group has alliances in TDU 
and used TDU resources. 
TDU had an organisation of 
experienced activists.

Radical reformists, allied 
with union activists, took 
the lead. Socialists and red 
progressives should see this 
as organising at the shop 
floor level. We TDU are 
experts at that and it shows 
in the push for reform 
democratic in this election.

JP Wright
Louisville, US

Just a 
thought...

Stephen Kinnock—no fan of diversity

For trans 
liberation
THE SOCIALIST Workers 
Party held a day school on 
trans oppression recently.

More and more people 
are identifying as a different 
gender to that assigned at 
birth, or seeking gender 
identity treatment. This has 
been accompanied by a 
wider questioning of a rigid 
binary definition of gender.

Socialists should 
welcome this openness in 
challenging the way that 
gender is so rigidly defined 
and stereotyped.

The oppression of 
transgender people is all too 
real. The US state of North 
Carolina passed a law 
prohibiting the use of 
bathrooms by trans women.

In Britain, some feminists 
including Germaine Greer, 
have argued against trans 
rights. But there is no 
reason to counterpose trans 
rights with those of women. 

The structures that 
control and limit our bodies 
and our desires need to be 
overthrown to create a new, 
liberated world for all.

Michael Dance
North London
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MEET THE WOMEN STANDING UP TO LABOUR IN COUNTY DURHAM

‘WE WON’T 
BE BULLIED’
County Durham teaching assistants are battling against 
the odds—and pushing their union officials—to take 
the fight to a Labour council trying to slash their pay. 
Raymie Kiernan spoke to the women leading the fight 

‘D
URHAM County 
Council is the most 
underhanded pack 
of bastards you’ll 
ever meet in a 
day’s march—and 

I fully support what you are doing.”
That was one man’s simple message 

to striking teaching assistants (TAs), 
who were protesting in Consett, 
County Durham, on Wednesday of 
last week. 

This Labour council is prepar-
ing to sack around 2,000 TAs on  
31 December—and rehire them on 
up to 23 percent less pay.  

But council bosses underesti-
mated the resolve of the low paid and 
undervalued, predominantly women 
workers. As TA Helen told Socialist 
Worker, “They thought we were a 
soft target, but I couldn’t look my 
children in the eye if I didn’t fight.”

She added, “It’s been a revelation 
for me. I’ve learned that what you read 
in the press or see on the telly is not 
necessarily true—it’s just one side of 
the story.”

Alison, another TA in Consett, 
said, “I didn’t think in a million 
years that I’d be on a picket line or 
demonstrating. 

“But I couldn’t believe that a 
Labour council, that’s supposed to 
be fighting for the people, was doing 
this and claiming that it’s about 
equality and fairness.

“It’s not fair, it’s not right and it’s 
not equal—but we’ve come together 
and we’re stronger for that.”

Fighting back has given the TAs 
confidence in their own power. 
Helen said, “I tend to stay away from 
confrontation. 

“But when you’re with a big group 

and you know that people are 
backing you it feels fantastic—it 
lifts your spirits.”

Many who had never been active 
before have spoken at some of the 
countless trade union and cam-
paign meetings to build solidarity. 

TA Jan told Socialist Worker, “I 
like to think I’m the quiet one on 
the committee. I’ve found speaking 
at meetings absolutely nerve rack-
ing but it’s built my confidence.”

The council insists its plans are 
in the interests of “equal pay”. 

But Alison said bosses’ claim 
that TAs are paid for hours they 
don’t work and get too many 
holidays is “ludicrous”. “I’m 
not aware of anybody else in 
Durham County Council that 
does a job on a par with what 
we do,” she said. 

“We’re not the same as other 
council workers—we don’t have 
the same rights to take holidays 
when we want or to work flexi time.”

A
LISON AND Helen’s 
determination gives 
a taste of the rank 
and file revolt that’s 
taking place across 
the county. Well over 

half of the 2,000 striking TAs were 
actively involved in last week’s 
two-day walkout—picketing, pro-
testing and campaigning on the 
streets. 

But this fight is not led by union 
officials—the County Durham 
Teaching Ass is tants  Act ion 
Committee is the real driving force. 

It started with a Facebook page 
just over 12 months ago when one 
TA decided to do something. Now 
there’s the “Twitterati”— the TAs’ 
social media team—and even a 

It’s not fair, it’s not 
right and it’s not 
equal. But we’ve 
come together and 
we’re stronger 
for that

‘‘ 
“meme queen”. Others organise TAs 
who are willing to speak to newspa-
pers, and on the radio and TV.

There are people making hats, 
badges, leaflets and car stickers for 
the TAs’ Value Us campaign.

Anne, a rank and file committee 
member, told Socialist Worker, “The 
committee evolved from two people 
talking. Then it was three people, then 
four people talking and meeting and 
it’s just got bigger and stronger and 
more confident to where we are now.”

Someone on the Facebook group 
suggested there should be a meet 
up for all TAs, regardless of which 
union they were in. This was after the 
unions had organised some meetings 
which left many feeling like the offi-
cials had given up without a fight.

The first rank and file gathering was 
at Sacriston Cricket Club in March. 
“There were about 100 people there 
but nobody knew who was going to 
run the meeting,” explained Anne.

“I had some big bits of paper and 
pens. We put them out on the table 
and wrote out our concerns and wor-
ries and the actions we could take.” 

From there the Facebook page 
took on a life of its own. It became 
a vital tool for TAs, who often work 
in small numbers across 270 county 
schools, to talk and get organised.

Durham trades council activists 
then got involved and attended the 
next meeting. 

The late Durham miners’ leader 
Davey Hopper met the TAs around 
that time. Anne said, “Davey was 

targeted by councillors and various 
people asking, ‘Why are you getting 
involved?’ We were organising our 
first big rally at the miners’ hall. 

“He told us he’d had union people 
on the phone and everyone was 
trying to stop it from happening.

“But it went ahead and was really 
quite successful. It was then we 
decided that we really needed to set 
up a proper committee.”

That committee has mobilised 
hundreds of TAs for protests at 
Durham County Hall and indoor ral-
lies. These have built a firm belief 
that the council can be beaten—
it has also forced union officials to 
organise ballots and call strikes.

Kate, another committee member, 
said, “We never wanted to be fight-
ing against the union leaders. But 
it took them so long to get their act 
together—we could have been strik-
ing a long time ago instead of it 
taking a year.”

Anne said there was a post in the 
online group one day that summed 
it all up. It simply said, “I trust the 
committee before I trust my union.” 

It’s the rank and file leaders, who 
before this had no experience of trade 
union organising, who have credibil-
ity among members. 

The committee members are inun-
dated with messages every night 
because TAs look to them. It’s a tes-
tament to their fighting spirit. 

The TAs’ revolt has also split the 
Labour Party, with many party mem-
bers supporting the strikers rather 

than the councillors.
Three Constituency Labour Party 

(CLP) meetings in the North East of 
England voted unanimously against 
the council’s attack last weekend.

 

T
HE TAs’ campaign has 
blown apart the cosy 
relationships at County 
Hall between council-
lors and union officers. 
Anne said, “We haven’t 

got on board with them, they’ve got 
on board with us.

“But as long as they do what 
they’ve promised, we’ll work with 
them and have their banners and all 
the rest of it.

“We are the union—each and 
every TA is the union. The TAs are 
looking to our committee, but there 
has to be a balance because we have 
to work with our union. The union 
has the negotiating power.” 

The pressure that the rank and file 
is able to exert was clear last week. 

Unison branch officials were drag-
ging their feet over announcing dates 
for the next walkouts. The minority 
union fighting the contracts, ATL, did 
announce a strike.

Anger was growing on the first 
day of the 48-hour strike, not only 
because the officials were too slow 
but because the unions weren’t work-
ing together.

Anne said, “The message had 
spread that Unison wasn’t striking, 
but people want to strike the week 
after and the week after that right 
up until Christmas.”

The phone lines at Unison’s 
office were jammed as TAs bom-
barded it with calls demanding 
more strike dates. By the end of 
the day Unison had announced a 
one-day strike this Thursday to 
be followed by a three-day strike 
starting next Tuesday.

Jan told Socialist Worker, “I 
think the TAs and the commit-
tee have been instrumental in 
getting the ATL and Unison to 
work together. 

“That’s the whole point 
of solidarity. This fight is the TAs 

I found speaking at 
public meetings 
was absolutely 
nerve-racking, but 
it built confidence

‘‘ 

against the council, not the unions 
against each other.”

She added, “The strikes are grow-
ing stronger because people are not 
afraid now to come out and picket—
they’re growing in confidence.

“I’d like everyone to know that all 
the solidarity we’re getting is having 
a massive impact on the TAs and is 
buoying people up.

“It’s very nerve-racking but it 
also makes you very proud. All of 
the TAs—they’re making history 
together.”

Kate explained what is driving the 
revolt. “We’re committed to the chil-
dren,” she said.

“We’re committed to these little 
people that we want to help grow 
into fully rounded adults.”

TAs don’t do their job for the 
money. But many fear they won’t be 
able to afford to continue in their pro-
fession if the council slashes their pay 
by a quarter on 1 January. 

Now with two strikes under 
their belt, and public support going 
through the roof, TAs have the bit 
between their teeth.

When 700 TAs marched in this 
year ’ s  Durham 

Miners’ Gala parade, one of the trade 
union movement’s biggest events, it 
was a major turning point for them.

Anne said, “At Davey Hopper’s 
funeral someone said to me, ‘You’re 
making history—it’s a political 
change you’re making.’ It was a bit 
scary—it struck me then this was big. 
But I always say feel the fear and do 
it anyway. And it’s only got bigger.

“We’re going to win. They can’t keep 
ignoring this amount of people. The 
longer it goes on and the closer it gets 
to May’s council elections, the more 
uncomfortable they’re going to get.”

Anne thinks the action in the final 
week of term should be “all out all 
week”.

Durham TAs are making history 
but not in circumstances of their 
choosing. It would be difficult to meet 
a more determined group of workers.

Every trade union activist must 
build solidarity and help the TAs 
defeat this rotten Labour council’s 
callous attack on their pay.

Send the TAs a solidarity message 
through the rank and file committee, 
request a speaker to address your union 
branch and find out how to donate to the 
strike fund spartacusannie@gmail.com

Durham TAs demand that the council regrades them all  Picture:  Perri NewtoN 

Alison (left) and Helen have drawn strength from the collective—they’re not giving up 

Standing tall at County Hall against Labour’s attack (below, left) Picture: 

Perri NewtoN The life-changing pay cuts will mean TAs lose thousands of 
pounds a year (below, right)
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
The gig economy—from 
coal mines to call centres
Wed 7 Dec, 6pm,
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Socialist Worker 
Appeal fundraiser
Thu 8 Dec, 6pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Trump and Le Pen—right 
wing populists or fascists?
Wed 7 Dec, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Imperialism today
Thu 8 Dec, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Marxism and ecology
Thu 8 Dec, 7pm, 
The Bradford Hotel,
Hall Ings, BD1 5SH
BRISTOL
Syria—revolution, 
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY
Who was Leon Trotsky?
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
The gig economy—from 
coal mines to call centres
Thu 8 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Signal Box,
Glenalmond Ave (off 
Clarendon Rd),
CB2 8DB
CARDIFF
From Standing Rock to 
West Papua—indigenous 
struggles today
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Trade unions in the 
era of Corbynism
Thu 8 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
Capitalism versus the 
climate—why won’t 
politicians act?
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB

DUNDEE
The state of class 
struggle in Britain
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Trump, fascism and 
racism—what’s going on?
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
The resistible rise of 
Marine Le Pen
Thu 8 Dec, 7pm, 
Avant Garde, 33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HARLOW
What’s up at Standing 
Rock? The Dakota 
Pipeline vs the Sioux
Thu 8 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Socialists and the 
First World War
Wed 7 Dec, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LANCASTER
Marxism and the oppressed
Thu 8 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LIVERPOOL
How Trump won—and 
how he can be fought
Thu 8 Dec, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,
L7 7DX
LONDON: EALING
Capitalism versus the 
climate—where now a 
year on after Cop 21?
Thu 8 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge, YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd, W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
Fighting fascism today
Thu 8 Dec, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
The invention of 
tradition—why do we 
bother with Christmas?
Wed 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Organising to win—
socialists and struggle 
in the workplace
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Sexism and the system 
—a rebel’s guide to 
women’s liberation
Wed 7 Dec, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Imperialism today
Thu 8 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS
OXFORD
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

PLYMOUTH
After I, Daniel Blake—the 
fight for welfare benefits
Thu 8 Dec, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF
POOLE
Arguments for revolution
Wed 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St, BH15 1DB
PORTSMOUTH
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SOUTHAMPTON
Why we support strikes
Wed 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Syria—revolution, 
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Thu 8 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
YORK
Bring down the borders—
why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
What’s going on at 
Standing Rock? The 
Dakota Pipeline dispute
Sat 3 Dec, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Stand up to racism 
and Islamophobia
Tue 6 Dec, 6pm,
Barnsbury Community Centre, 
12 Jays St, Barnsbury Estate, 
N1 0TJ.
Organised by Stand 
Up To Racism
MILTON KEYNES
Confronting the 
rise in racism
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Centre,
Fishermead Boulevard,
MK6 2LA.
Organised by Stand 
Up To Racism

Socialist Worker
[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker 
(Britain)

To receive alerts go to 
socialistworker.co.uk and 
add your email address in the 
‘Email updates’ box

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications 
on. Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp. 
Send ‘start’ 

Send your reports and 
views to  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

1 Bloomsbury St,  London 
WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

BOOKMARKS 
the socialist 
bookshop

£3
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£3
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1 Bloomsbury St,  London 
WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 
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BOOKMARKS 
the socialist 
bookshop
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SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 7 Dec, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd 
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP

MEDWAY
Thu 8 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

WAKEFIELD
Wed 7 Dec, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St,
WF1 3LJ

In the era of Trump, Brexit 
and Corbyn—how can we 
fight for socialism?

Socialist Worker  30 November 2016
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Pilger film exposes US brutality in the Pacific Ocean
FILM
THE COMING WAR ON 
CHINA
by John Pilger

VETERAN LEFT wing 
filmmaker John Pilger 
turns the tables on 
US scaremongering 
about Chinese military 
expansion by exposing 
the imperialist history of 
the US in the Asia-Pacific 
region.

His new film gives a 
historical context for the 
US government’s build-up 
of forces there to counter 

China’s rise.
The longest and most 

powerful segment looks 
at the appalling treatment 
of people in the Marshall 
Islands, a US colony in a 
key strategic location.

They were driven from 
their homes so that Bikini 
Atoll could be blown up in 
a nuclear weapons test. 

Then they were sent 
back to perhaps the 
world’s most radioactive 
places, where many 
developed cancer and 
died.

Today those doing 
menial jobs on a US base 

there commute home to 
an island dubbed “the 
slum of the Pacific”. 

There’s no electricity on 
this island, nor running 
water or healthcare.

Pilger also looks at 
militarisation through a 
US base on the Japanese 
island of Okinawa—and 
the resistance against it on 
the streets and the ballot 
box.

Activists in the South 
Korean island of Jeju talk 
of their opposition to a 
US missile base targeting 
China.

These segments 

make Pilger’s case for 
building the global “third 
superpower” of mass 
movements against a 
nuclear imperialism that 
could kill us all.

The film is less than 
the sum of its parts. A 
segment on China feels 
padded and redundant. 
Too many clips rely on an  
already-outdated map of 
US bases, and some of the 
analysis is shallow at best.

But at its best it is a 
stinging rebuke to a lying 
and lethal empire.
Screenings from 1 December. 
Go to bit.ly/2glerPi for details 

 It’s back to school for young  
 and old with this exhibition
There are hard plastic chairs and work on the walls—but this is no ordinary 
classroom. The ABC of Capitalism is seriously good fun, writes Geoff Brown
WHY DOESN’T school teach you 
about the important things? Why 
is it that we finish years of educa-
tion without knowing how the world 
works? Why isn’t capitalism on the 
national curriculum?

The Finnish artist Riiko Sakkinen 
has tried to answer these questions 
with a new exhibition, The ABC of 
Capitalism at the Bury Art Museum 
and Sculpture Centre.

The result is serious and good fun. 
His idea is to create a classroom—
tables, chairs, teaching materials,  
everything needed for a hands-on 
session. 

It even starts with A4-sized copies 
of Margaret Thatcher to be coloured 
in and labelled.

The space is bright, friendly, and 
well-lit, just as a primary school class-
room might be. 

There’s a giant Scrooge McDuck on 
one wall and Pinocchio with a plac-
ard saying, “Capitalism is the best of 
all possible worlds” on another. 

The blackboard raises questions 
about capitalism’s relation to democ-
racy, freedom and happiness, listing 
37 different kinds of capitalism, from 
crony capitalism to state capitalism.  

Pity
It’s a pity that the wall map of the 
world with “204 capitalist coun-
tries” written on it has Cuba and 
North Korea labelled “Not capital-
ist”. Clearly a follow-on lesson needs 
to correct this. 
Meanwhile everything is ready for 
the lesson to start.

This is what happened when the 
show opened with a group of ten 
to 14 year olds whose work is now 
proudly displayed. 

The exhibition gets sharper in a 
second space, aimed perhaps at sixth 

formers or adults. 
It is filled with “Heroes of 

Capitalism”, giant portraits of plu-
tocrats, politicians and free market 
ideologues, each with a short quote. 

It’s the only part of the exhibition 
where the artist’s left sympathies 
become clear. 

So alongside Adam Smith, 
Thatcher, and Steve Jobs, US banker 
Warren Buffett tells us, “There’s class 

warfare, but it’s my class, the rich 
class that’s making war and we’re 
winning.”

John D Rockefeller has a different 
view, “God gave me my money.” 

Meanwhile former Chilean dicta-
tor Pinochet thinks, “The rich people 
are those who create wealth, and you 
have to treat them well so they will 
continue to give wealth.”

The exhibition is best experienced 

with both halves of the exhibi-
tion brought to life as it was in the  
opening session.  

I recommend coming in num-
bers with a wide age range for a fun  
discussion of a serious question.

The ABC of Capitalism. Bury  
Art Museum and Sculpture Centre, 
Moss St, Bury BL9 0DR.  
Open Tue—Fri 10am—5pm and Sat 
10am—4.30pm until 18 March 2017  

THE EXHIBITION includes a simulated primary school classroom

Filmmaker John Pilger

Hip-hop artist Common

 P
ic

t
u

r
e
: 
G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n

MUSIC
BLACK AMERICA AGAIN
by Common 
Def Jam Recordings 
Out now

VETERAN HIP hop artist 
Common’s new album 
Black America Again is the 
latest in a new wave of 
politically charged hip hop.

It’s title track Black 
America Again riffs off 
Donald Trump’s election 
slogan, “Make America 
great again”. 

But its words and music 
video speak to the Black 
Lives Matter movement, 
and anger at police racism.

The video opens with 
the type of grainy mobile 
phone footage that’s all too 

familiar. A cop throws Alton 
Sterling, a black man from 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to 
the floor. 

The camera turns away 
and gunshots are heard.

Then in fades the piano 
and Common’s opening 
lyrics, “here we go again/
Trayvon’ll never get to be 
an older man”.

There’s no shortage of 
political hip hop at the 
moment. But Common’s 
new album is among the 
best.

BOOK LAUNCH
REMINISCENCES OF RAR
Central London book launch 
Conway Hall,  
25 Red Lion Square, 
WC1R 4RL. 
Mon 5 Dec, 7pm

CELEBRATING A movement 
of both cultural and 
political importance, 
Reminiscences of RAR—
Rocking Against Racism 
1976-1981 hears from a 
number of collaborators, 
rockers and fighters.

Rock Against Racism 
began in 1976 in response 
to a rise in racist attacks 
and the growth of the Nazi 
National Front.

This book brings 
together the reminiscences 
of activists and supporters 
during the period.

The launch event will 
host talks, readings and, of 
course, music. 

It won’t just look back at 
the events of 40 years ago, 
but also at the struggles 
and fights we face in 
Britain today.
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by the Cold War, what Castro 
meant by socialism was more 
about aligning with one super-
power to resist the other. 

A reluctant alliance with 
Russia became central to his 
rule.

This beat the CIA at the cost 
of becoming a pawn in the 
nuclear arms race. 

Cuba survived the embargo 
by becoming a captive market 
for Eastern Bloc goods—and 
continuing its dependence on 
sugar exports.

Castro created the new 
Communist Party in 1965. 
I t  was a tool  for  state  
control from above, not of 
workers’ rebellion from below. 

Exploitation 
Many of the old Cuban rich 
had fled, but a new ruling class 
was forming based on state  
property—not workers’ power. 

This left the fundamentals 
of capitalist society untouched. 
Exploitation and oppression 
continued. 

Despite major gains in lit-
eracy, many Cubans still have 
poor housing conditions and 
low wages. This is especially 
true of the black Cubans who 
still face institutional racism.

The state’s success in devel-
oping health care is rightly 
celebrated. 

But it is used more for foreign 
policy—such as sending doc-
tors to Venezuela in exchange 
for oil—than provision for the 
poor.

Abortion wasn’t fully decrim-
inalised until 1979. Domestic 
violence remained tacitly 
accepted.

Today lack of opportunities 
drives many women to the pros-
titution that is a major part of 
Cuba’s tourism industry.

Castro persecuted LGBT+ 
people horrifically, with mass 
arrests, forced labour camps for 
“deviants” and special educa-
tion for boys judged effeminate. 

It culminated in the expul-
sion of up to 10,000 gays and 
lesbians from 1980.

Castro’s retirement—and a 
thaw in relations with the US—
was an opportunity for his suc-
cessors to further his retreat 
from Cold War state capitalism 
towards a market-based model.

They hope to follow China 
in opening up to big profits 
while continuing to repress 
opposition.

If they succeed they may find 
that economic growth brings a 
bigger and potentially bolder 
working class, as China’s rulers 
have discovered. Any hope for 

real socialism in Cuba lies with 
those workers.

Castro will be condemned 
by ruling class hypocrites who 
hate him for exposing their 
weakness. 

He will be called a murder-
ous tyrant by those who backed 
Pinochet’s military coup and 
prop up the Saudi regime today.

Castro made them trem-
ble, and gave encouragement 
to rebels and anti-imperialists 
across the world. It was right to 
support his resistance to the US’ 
attempts at revenge.

But he cannot be absolved 
of abusing the idea of com-
munism to rule over a state  
capitalist society.

The socialism he claimed to 
represent is as important as 
ever. But making it a reality 
means workers’ self-activity, not 
state control from above.

THE CIA under 
US president 
John F Kennedy 
(top) backed 
an unsuccesful 
invasion of Cuba 
in 1961. US and 
Cuban presidents 
Barack Obama 
and Raul Castro 
(above) 
 

W
hen Fidel 
C a s t r o 
s t o o d 
trial for 
an armed 
attack on 

the Moncada barracks in 
1953, he dared the court, 
“Condemn me. It doesn’t 
matter. History will absolve 
me.”

Six years later he was 
Cuba’s prime minister and 
led its government for  
49 years before formally 
standing down in 2008.

History must judge him 
both as the freedom fighter 
whose defiance humiliated 
US imperialism and as the 
ruler of a repressive, unequal 
society.

Born in 1926, Castro grew 
up in a Cuba that was essen-
tially a colony. 

Spanish rule had ended 
in 1898, partly through US 
intervention. But the new 
Cuban constitution allowed 
the US to intervene whenever  
its interests were threat-
ened. Guantanamo Bay was 
“leased” to the US and still 
houses the world’s most noto-
rious prison.

US firms bought up land 
and underdeveloped its econ-
omy as a sugar plantation.

Cuba was part of a chain of 
US domination across Latin 
America. 

US f i rms p i l laged i t s 
resources—from United Fruit 
turning Guatemala into a 
“Banana Republic” to the 
copper working thousands of 
Chilean miners to death.

That was backed up by the 
violence of US forces and the 
dictators they propped up. 

Castro was part of a broad 
milieu of middle class student 
nationalists who resented this 
imperialism. He focused on 
armed actions by small and 
conspiratorial groups.

His trial for the Moncada 
attack helped catapult him to 
the head of Cuba’s opposition. 
He named his organisation the 
26 July Movement after the 
attack’s date.

Methods
The attack had involved just 
140 people—and failed. It left 
half of them dead and Castro in 
jail until an amnesty two years 
later. But the failures of other 
opposition forces helped make 
Castro’s methods seem the only 
game in town.

President Fulgencio Batista 
shut down the electoral process  
and parliamentary opposition 
in a 1951 coup.

Massive strikes and protests 
in 1933 had proved the power 
of Cuba’s working class. But the 
Communist Party had joined 
Batista’s first government, 
demobilised workers and dis-
credited itself. 

There were other armed 
groups. But as Batista’s repres-
sion killed their leaders, Castro 
skilfully manoeuvred himself 
and the 26 July Movement to 
their head.

Along with a boatload of 
Cuban exiles—and Argentinian 

Ernesto “Che” Guevara—he 
launched an invasion from 
Mexico in November 1956.

Most were killed, but survi-
vors began a long guerrilla war 
in Cuba’s mountains. Support 
from the peasants helped them 
win battles—and new recruits.

Opposition to Batista grew in 
Cuba’s cities, including general 
strikes and an election boycott. 

The increasingly hated 
regime also began to rot from 
within, and its US backers 
wavered.

Castro used the guerrillas’ 
prestige to secure his leadership 
of the opposition—and ensure 
that his army was the only 
organisation fit to take power 
when the regime fell.

This was a heroic fight. But 
it was nothing like a socialist 
revolution as envisaged by Karl 
Marx and Frederick Engels. 

They made it a central prin-
ciple that “the emancipation 
of the working classes must 
be conquered by the working 
classes themselves”.

In Cuba’s revolution, Castro 
and his allies did all they could 
to limit the role of workers to 
supporting the guerrillas. In 
the jubilation after Batista’s fall 
in January 1959, workers did 
begin to radicalise—and Castro 
considered this a threat.

In February he complained 
that, “In working class rallies, 
banners and demands are put 
forward in the same tone that 
was used when there was a 
non-revolutionary government.

“The masses don’t realise 
this is their government. One 
gets the sensation that they 
still have in mind the idea that  
government and people are dif-
ferent things.”

In little over a year he had 
clamped down on a reviving 
democracy inside the trade 
unions and seized the opposi-
tion press.

The  new government 
brought in the land reforms 
it had promised to peasants, 
while seeking a compromise 
with the US and the rich. 
Their intransigence forced it  
to radicalise.

T
HE US armed 
right wing rebels, 
and threatened 
to stop buying 
Cuban sugar. US 
al l ies stopped 

selling Cuba arms and other 
vital supplies, leading it to buy 
from Russia. 

US-owned refineries refused 
to process Russian oil, so Castro 
nationalised them.

The US-imposed trade 
embargo created hardship for 
ordinary Cubans for decades. 
US agents carried out terror 
attacks that killed civilians.

The CIA under US president 
John F Kennedy even launched 
the Bay of Pigs invasion.

The right wing rebels’ raid in 
1961 failed as spectacularly as 
Castro’s had five years earlier. 
But where he had galvanised 
opposition to Batista, the US’s 
outrageous move galvanised 
support for Castro.

The world had already seen 
the brutal results of US-backed 
coups across Latin America, 
notably in Guatemala in 1954. 
To topple the reformer Jacobo 
Arbenz it bombed the capital 
and sent in troops.

A successful coup in Cuba 
might have looked more like 
what was to happen in Chile in 
1973, when US-backed General 
Augusto Pinochet slaughtered 
thousands. Instead Cuba proved 
that the US could be beaten, 
just 50 miles off its coast.

This was the context for 
Castro declaring socialism in 
December 1961—three years 
after taking power. There were 
two sides to his defiance.

On one hand Castro was 
taking a more strident anti-
imperialist tone. He appealed 
to the poor across the Americas, 
and encouraged Guevara to 
“spread the revolution”.

He was later to send sup-
port and soldiers to the states 
in southern Africa fighting 
apartheid.

But in a world polarised 

CASTRO, 
CUBA AND 
SOCIALISM
History must judge Fidel Castro, who died last week, both 
as a freedom fighter against US imperialism and the ruler 
of a repressive, state capitalist society, argues Dave Sewell  

Fidel Castro 
was part of a 
broad milieu of 
middle class 
nationalists 

‘‘ 
Cuban dictator 
Fulgencio Batista 

Austerity-lite has given a  
dangerous boost to the right

The right has fed off a 
political crisis in Italy 
but workers’ action 
could shift the mood 
to the left, writes  
Simon Basketter 

ITALIAN PRIME minister 
Matteo Renzi’s referendum on 
constitutional reforms is the 
next opportunity for voters in 
a large economy to give the 
establishment a kicking.

Everyone in Italian politics 
now claims to be  
anti-establishment. 

But a general strike on 
Friday of last week may shift 
politics to the left. 

The large CGIL union 
federation joined the action 
after having previously 
supported some of Renzi’s 
labour “reforms”.

Renzi declared that if the 
4 December referendum fails, 
“my political time is over”.

His centre-left Democratic 
Party (PD) came to office 
after voters rejected austerity. 

Yet it pursued cuts at a 
slightly slower speed than 
the European Union (EU) 
demanded.

Renzi is pushing against 
EU-backed austerity measures 
to try and hold onto votes.

He has threatened to 
use Italy’s veto to block 
the EU’s budget unless the 
eurozone relaxes austerity 
rules.

And he has raged against 
the EU for trying to cap his 
government’s 2017 budget 
deficit to well below his 
promised spending.

Non-compliance
Pierre Moscovici, an EU 
finance commissioner, said 
Italy was “at risk of  
non-compliance” with 
eurozone spending rules, 
putting the country at risk of 
sanctions.

Sandro Gozi, Italy’s Europe 
minister, threatened to block 
all decisions on the EU’s  
long-term spending plans, 
which are due to be reviewed 
this month.

But polls suggest that Renzi 
will lose the referendum 
anyway, which will probably 
lead to a general election. 

All his cuts from the Jobs 
Act to pensions and education 

reforms, have been at the 
expense of workers and the 
poor. 

There have been repeated 
strikes and protests. But at 
one level the right has made 
much of the running against 
the government.

The populist Five Star 
Movement campaigns on 
corruption but has demanded 
more clampdowns on 
migrants. It is running at 
29 percent in the polls, 
edging closer to national 
government. 

Five Star leader Beppe 
Grillo proclaimed, “It is those 
who dare, the obstinate, the 
barbarians who will take the 
world forward.”

The hard right Northern 
League and Berlusconi’s Forza 
Italia have used the campaign 
to build support.The Northern 
League’s Matteo Salvini—
running at 13 percent in the 
polls—described the euro as a 
“crime against humanity”.

Credentials
Renzi has campaigned on 
the basis that he has better 
anti-establishment credentials 
than the right.

But voters, who lived 
under a series of unelected, 
technical governments 
between 2011 and Renzi’s 
appointment in 2014, are 
moving away from his failed 
government.

Economic output is down 
by 9 percent from a 2008 
peak. Industrial production 
has dropped by a quarter. 

Some four and a half 
million people now live in 
absolute poverty, and youth 
unemployment is officially 
around 40 percent. 

Italian banks face collapse.
The International Monetary 
Fund warned in July that Italy 
faces a second lost decade 
lasting into the mid-2020s. 

However there are moves 
to shift the struggle to oppose 
Renzi’s anti-worker measures.

Over a million workers 
took part in a general strike 
last month. In Rome a left 
demo for a No vote in the 
referendum attracted up to a 
million people. 

Friday’s general strike can 
continue the trend.

So long! Is Italian leader Matteo Renzi finished?

Matteo Renzi is 
pushing against 
EU-backed 
austerity to 
hold onto votes  

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
ITALY

BACK STORY
Italy’s referendum is over 
parliamentary reform
lIt is a vote of confidence in 
the government
lThe reforms seek to 
ensure stable majorities for 
governments
lThe upper chamber, the 
Senate, would lose powers
lThe lower chamber, the 
House of Representatives, 
would form the legislature
lMost senators would not 
be elected but appointed by 
regional governments
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 Jo Cox killer Thomas Mair’s Nazi links 
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE CONVICT ION of 
Thomas Mair for the murder 
of Jo Cox MP led to discus-
sion in the media of his links 
to Nazi ideology and groups.

But the analysis mostly 
obscured more than it 
enlightened.

Cox was killed because 
Mair identified her as a sup-
porter of Syrian refugees 
and a campaigner against 
racism.

It was not a killing  carried 
out by a “lone wolf” but a 
political act by a man who 
had a long history of work-
ing with far right groups

Much of the press calls 
Mair a Nazi terrorist because 
his bookshelves were stuffed 
with racist tracts and vol-
umes lauding the Third 
Reich.

But this has much more 
rare ly  been l inked to 
 organised Nazi groupings 
that exist today.

When he was arrested 
Mair said, “I’m a politi-
cal activist”. But he was 
no t  p rosecu ted  under  

counter-terrorism laws, ena-
bling people to see him as an 
individual murderer.

Myriad
Yet when he killed Cox he 
shouted, “Britain first. Keep 
Britain independent. This is 
for Britain.” Britain First is 
one of the myriad of Nazi 
groups trying to grow today.

A t  h i s  f i r s t  c o u r t  

appearance Mair gave his 
name as “Death to traitors, 
freedom for Britain”. Nazi 
groups from the BNP to Brit-
ain First to their counterparts  
in Europe and the US peddle 
racism and violence.

But instead of concentrat-
ing on their role, there have 
been plenty of attempts to 
explain Mair’s psychological 
motivation.

One of the lowest points 
was the Daily Mail’s head-
line, “Did Neo-Nazi murder 
Jo over fear he’d lose council 
house he grew up in? 

“Terrorist thought prop-
erty could end up being 
occupied by an immi-
grant family—and the MP 
wouldn’t help him.” There 
you are, it’s migrants taking 
our homes to blame. 

The Mirror wrote, “Mur-
derer Tommy Mair became 
a deranged white suprem-
acist  after  his  mother  
abandoned him as a child 
and married a Caribbean 
immigrant.”

Really? Is that the key 
link? Nobody can be sure 
precisely how Mair’s mind 
worked.

We do live in a society 
with state racism, organised  
Nazi groups and  racist 
scapegoating.

This  produces  some 
people who think it might 
be normal to believe that 
migrants will grab your 
house, or to be outraged 
that your mother marries a 
“Carribean immigrant”.

Mair was guilty. But so 
are the media who will 
pause briefly to remember 
Cox and then go back to a 
daily diet of vicious racism, 
thereby helping to create 
more Thomas Mairs.

And the Tories who  
implement racist laws, 
attack refugees and tell 
people that all our problems 
are caused by migrants also 
have blood on their hands.

A MEMORIAL for Jo Cox outside parliament                       Picture: Neil terry 



Mair was not  
a ‘lone wolf’
THOMAS MAIR sup-
ported the National 
Alliance (NA), once a 
prominent Nazi organi-
sation in the US, for 
decades.

He bought a manual 
from the NA in 1999 that 
included instructions on 
how to build a pistol. 

He had links with the 
hard right pro-apartheid 
Springbok Club.

In 1998 Mair wrote to 
Alan Harvey, the editor of 
SA Patriot.

He said that “nation-
alists” in Britain were on 
the ropes, maligned by 
the media and set upon 
by “mobs of Reds and 
Blacks”.

He added, “Despite 
everything, I still have 
hope that the White Race 
will prevail but I fear it’s 
going to be a very long 
and very bloody  struggle.”
For more see bit.ly/2ffCYFN
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 GEORGE Osborne’s 
target of getting 

rid of Britain’s budget 
deficit by 2016 was 
scrapped.

But Hammond still 
wants it gone by  
2020-2025—which will 
mean cuts.

He declared that 
public sector net debt 
as a share of gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
“must be falling” by 
2020.  

And public spending 
this year will be  
40 percent of GDP—
compared to 45 percent 
in 2010.

 HAMMOND said 
£3.5 billion in 

planned welfare cuts will 
still happen, and welfare 
spending will remain 
capped. Cuts from last 
year’s Spending Review 
remain in place.

Changes to Universal 
Credit mean that those 
affected get to keep 37p 
of every eligible pound 
they earn. At 63p in the 
pound, this is a higher 
marginal rate of tax than 
the rich pay. 

And Hammond 
admitted it would only 
amount to £700 million 
a year by 2021/22.

 THE National Living 
Wage will rise by 

just 30p from next April.
It will be £7.50 an 

hour—much lower than 
the £8.45 Living Wage 
and £9.75 London Living 
Wage. It still only applies 
to workers over 25.

The TUC said workers 
will lose an average 
of £1,000 a year until 
2020. A pledge to stop 
workers on the minimum 
wage paying income tax 
was scrapped. Instead 
the threshold at which 
workers start paying tax 
will rise by just £500 
from next April.

Pay down, benefits cut—
Tories still making us pay
There might be a new chancellor, but the same old austerity for workers and 
the poor. Sadie Robinson looks at what Philip Hammond has in store for us

 REAL wages in Britain are set 
to fall below 2008 levels by 

2021 and the poorest third of house-
holds are going to get poorer.

These are the stark conclusions 
from two think tanks, the Institute 
for Fiscal Studies (IFS) and the 
Resolution Foundation (RF), follow-
ing last week’s Autumn Statement.

The IFS said this was the “worst 
decade for living standards since 
the last war and probably since the 
1920s”. 

It expected average earnings to rise 
by less than 5 percent by 2021 in real 
terms—to a level that’s 3.7 percent 
lower than predicted in March. This 
amounts to more than a decade with-
out growth in real wages.

It also means Tories will not 
follow through on chancellor George 
Osborne’s promise of a £9 minimum 
wage by 2020. That’s because the 
minimum wage is calculated based 
on median earnings.

The RF showed that chancel-
lor Philip Hammond’s changes to 
Universal Credit (see box, right) 
won’t stop poverty rising. 

Freeze
It set out how much different house-
holds will lose every year up to 2020 
because of the benefit freeze. At the 
time of this year’s budget, a single 
unemployed household was set to 
lose £170. Now it’s £220.

A single unemployed parent with 
one child was set to lose £300. Now 
it’s £390. Those in work are now set 
to lose £470, compared to £365 at the 
time of the budget in spring.

A couple with one worker and two 
children lose most—£640 now, com-
pared to £495 after the budget.

The RF said the poorest 10 percent 

would see their incomes drop by over 
3 percent by 2020 due to tax and wel-
fare policies. And “the entire bottom 
third” of households would suffer fall-
ing incomes.

This matches government data 
showing that the poorest 30 per-
cent of households will be poorer by 
2019-20.

Poorer
Hammond defended his budget by 
saying he was preparing for a “rainy 
day”. He used lower expectations of 
economic growth—blamed on the 
vote to leave the European Union 
and workers’ “low productivity”—to 
justify yet more austerity.

S h a d o w  c h a n c e l l o r  J o h n 
McDonnell rightly said Hammond’s 
speech gave no hope. 

Unfortunately he appeared to call 
for more money for businesses as well 
as for workers. “The figures speak for 
themselves,” he said.

“Growth down, wage growth 
down, business investment down.”

McDonnell said the Tories’ eco-
nomic plan had “failed”. But the plan 
is to make ordinary people pay for the 
crisis—and so far it is working.

The Tories know that austerity, 
privatisation and cuts are unpopular. 
So they try to present these things as 
inevitable or for the good of ordinary 
people.

Theresa May hoped to “move on” 
from what she sees as a toxic legacy 
left by former chancellor George 
Osborne and David Cameron. In real-
ity she is continuing their project.

TORY CHANCELLOR Philip Hammond

Housing firms will cash in
HAMMOND CLAIMED new 
measures will tackle the 

housing crisis. He said he would 
ban letting agent fees, saying 
landlords should pay them. 

But what is to stop 
landlords hiking up 
rents to recoup the 
cash? Hammond 
announced a  
£2.3 billion fund to 
provide 100,000 homes. 

This is a handout 
to entice private firms 
to build homes—with 
no guarantee that they 
will do so. Any new houses 
won’t be council homes and 
they are unlikely to be 
affordable.

Another fund of  

£1.4 billion will apparently 
produce 40,000 extra affordable 
homes. What the Tories call 
affordable and what is actually 
affordable are two different 

things. And the figure is 
tiny compared to what 
people need. Government 
figures released earlier 
this year showed that 
one in four households in 
London were on council 
or social housing waiting 
lists.Yet the Tories want 
more affordable housing 

sold off. 
They will launch a 

“large scale regional 
pilot of right to buy 

for housing association 
tenants”.

It’s business as usual, with 
more handouts for the rich
THE AUTUMN Statement gave 
the rich yet another boost. The 
threshold for the higher rate of 
income tax will rise to  
£50,000 from £43,001. 

This means more well off people 
will avoid the higher tax rate of  
40 percent.

Hammond slashed corporation 
tax to 17 percent—“by far the 
lowest in the G20”, he bragged.

There were many other 
handouts for the bosses.

Oil and gas bosses will get 
business rate reductions worth 
£6.7 billion. 

An extra £1.1 billion for local 
transport networks in England will 
go into the pockets of private firms.

East West Rail got £110 million. 
“Digital infrastructure” got over  
£1 billion. 

Relief
Hammond unveiled 100 percent 
business rates relief on new 
fibre infrastructure—a tax 
exemption for the bosses.

Rural Rate Relief—given to 
businesses in small rurual areas—
will also rise to 100 percent to give 
“small businesses a tax break”.

Angry protester

On other pages...
The system’s woes lie deeper than 
Brexit >>Page 6
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Weapons factory 
pensions walkout
WORKERS AT the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment 
(AWE) were set to strike for 
the second time on Monday 
of next week to defend their 
pensions.

Bosses say they will close 
workers’ defined benefit 
pension scheme on 31 
December and replace it with 
a weaker alternative.

The workers—in the Unite 
and Prospect unions—
previously walked out on  
14 November. They have been 
taking industrial action short 
of a strike since.

Strikers are set to come to 
Westminster on Monday to 
lobby MPs.

The story isn’t 
over at Newsquest 
JOURNALISTS WORKING at 
local newspapers in south 
London were set to ballot 
again to continue their fight 
against job cuts.

Cuts at Newsquest South 
London have left just nine 
trainee reporters struggling to 
produce 11 newspapers and 
eight websites. 

NUJ union members are 
considering further action 
following several strikes.

Their statement came 
after a column by editor 
Andy Parkes asking readers 
to write more stories for his 
newspapers claimed strikes 
had been “concluded”.

Workers go nuclear 
at bosses’ pay offer
DOUNREAY NUCLEAR plant 
workers have overwhelmingly 
rejected a 1 percent pay offer.

The GMB, Prospect 
and Unite union members 
rejected Dounreay Site 
Restoration Limited (DSRL) 
bosses’ paltry pay deal and 
are demanding more.

DSRL’s parent company, 
Cavendish Dounreay 
Partnership, has taken over 
the running of the site. 

It recorded an increased 
profit of £9 million last year.

Pilots could strike 
over Christmas
PILOTS’ UNION PPU is set 
to hold a ballot for industrial 
action at Virgin Atlantic, 
which could affect flights over 
Christmas and New Year.

Notice for the ballot came 
after the collapse of union 
recognition talks.

The ballot was set to start 
on 29 November. It will ask 
members if they wish to take 
industrial action short of a 
strike over the issue of union 
recognition. 

The ballot closes on  
16 December. 

If members vote in favour 
of action this will begin on 
23 December and continue 
indefinitely.

A ballot for recognition 
was halted in August 
after assurances from the 
company.

But the union said these 
have not been fulfilled.

‘Why can’t schools be 
run by local authority?’
by ANNE LEMON

AROUND 400 parents, 
teachers and students 
protested outside the gates of 
the Winterbourne Academy 
in South Gloucestershire last 
Saturday. Even the leader 
of the council was present.

The Ridings Trust runs 
Winterbourne Academy and 
Yate Academy. This autumn 
the Trust collapsed. 

The new CEO resigned in 
unexplained circumstances 
and a £1 million deficit was 
declared. Now other academy 
trusts are looking to take over.

The lively protest was 
organised by NUT and 
NASUWT union members. 
Banners read, “Parents, 
teachers, students want a 
voice”. 

School NUT rep Lee Everson 
said, “This scandal shows 
how academies were a bad 
idea from the start. There is 

no meaningful government 
oversight of the finances 
until a crisis hits and no local 
accountability.

“The people truly 
responsible for allowing this 
mess to occur have long since 
left the scene.”

He said teachers would pay 
the price as contractually-owed 
pay increments and a 1 percent 
living standards award have 
been suspended. 

Solidarity
And parents and children face 
“instability and worry” over 
the future of their school. But 
he added that there has been 
“fantastic solidarity” among 
workers, students and parents.

The protest followed a 
300-strong public meeting of 
Winterbourne parents and 
students on Tuesday of last 
week. 

The meeting felt things 
were being rushed through and 
people have concerns about 

being taken over by a big 
national trust. 

Some felt the financial 
situation was allowed to 
escalate to create a crisis. 

At the meeting parents 
and students raged about 
secrecy, lack of control and 
accountability. 

Parents asked, “Why 
can’t schools be run by local 
authorities?”

Nigel Varley, South 
Gloucestershire NUT joint 
divisional secretary, said, “I 
rarely get excited nowadays 
but the meeting was one of the 
most remarkable I have been 
to.” 

A delegation plans to lobby 
the education secretary in 
London in the next two weeks.
lSupport the campaign  
by signing a petition at  
bit.ly/2gOaKm8 and go to 
saveourschooltrfwia.com  
for more details.  
Follow the campaign on Twitter 
@SOStrwia

CLEANERS AT King’s College protest in London over staffing levels and unfair workloads 

Nazi hardcore drowned 
out by Bolton anti-fascists
by MARTIN EMPSON

OVER 200 anti-fascists 
outnumbered up to  
80 Nazis from National 
Action and English Defence 
League splinter groups 
in Bolton last Saturday. 

The protest was called 
by Bolton trades council 
and Unite Against Fascism, 
with support from a number 
of mosques in the area. 

The fascists have tried to 
stir up racist hatred around 
a planning application for 
a local mosque. However 
they failed to mobilise 

beyond the ranks of their 
hard-core supporters 
from around Britain. 

Taxi drivers from a 
number of local companies 
had voted to “strike” on 
the day in protest against 
the fascists marching. 

The demonstration 
was called as a unity 
event and, despite the 
chilly weather, there was 
a wonderful feeling of 
people coming together. 

Bolton Stand Up To 
Racism was meeting 
as Socialist Worker 
went to press to follow 
up on the protest. 

CLEANERS

EDUCATION

ORGREAVE

 Ex-miners demand justice
by SADIE ROBINSON

CAMPAIGNERS HAVE put up 
boards around the Orgreave 
area in Sheffield demanding 
an inquiry into policing at the 
Battle of Orgreave.

Police attacked 
striking miners at 
Orgreave in June 
1984 then framed 
many for riot. 

Tory home 
secretary Amber 
Rudd last month 
ruled out a public 
inquiry into the 
Battle of Orgreave.

A spokesperson 
for the Orgreave 
Truth and Justice Campaign 
said, “We intend to remind 

Amber Rudd that we are not 
closing down the campaign.

“We are more determined 
than ever to get justice.”

Campaigners protested 
at a meeting of Doncaster 
council last Thursday. 

Councillors passed a 
motion condemning 
the government’s 
decision not to 
hold an inquiry into 
Orgreave.

Former miner 
and councillor 
John Mounsey was 
at Orgreave. He 
told the meeting, 
“It was a brutal 
example of 

legalised state violence.”
lFor more information go to 
otjc.org.uk

ANTI-FASCISM

Celebrating the Rotherham 12’s victory in Rotherham last 
Sunday—up to 300 people attended   Picture: Dick Pitt

JUSTICE CAMPAIGNS

SCOTLAND

SCOTTISH Further Education 
college support workers 
in the Unison union have 
rejected a pay offer by 
almost 90 percent.

They are fighting 
for the same flat rate 
£450 pay rise given to 
lecturing staff for 2016. 

Bosses offered a divisive 
pay deal that would have 
given some workers more 
than others. Unfortunately 
union officials suspended 
a national walkout 
to ballot over it.

With such a resounding 
rejection the union should 

now escalate action to focus 
the employers’ minds. 

Union officials have 
a clear mandate to lay 
out a strategy to win. 

There should be no 
more suspensions of action 
until workers get the same 
pay rise as lecturers.

HEALTH CAMPAIGN

LABOUR PARTY members and 
health campaigners took part 
in a national day of action 
for the NHS last Saturday. 

The Labour List website 
claims 541 events took place 
in “Labour’s largest ever 
campaigning day, outside a 
general election”. 

Labour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn spoke at a rally in 
Oxford and joined local party 
members canvassing. 

At the same time around 
200 people joined a funeral 

procession for the NHS in the 
town centre.  

It was organised by Labour 
Party members working 
together with Keep Our NHS 
Public and local hospital 
campaigns. 

Broad
In Newham, east London, 
members organised a 
“cavalcade” alongside the Save 
Our NHS group, with  
12 people taking part. 

For many socialists in 

Labour, it was a chance to 
push out. 

Natasha is a member of the 
Labour Party and the Labour 
left group Momentum in 
Newham. She told Socialist 
Worker, “Labour should be 
doing more of this, we’re now 
trying to work with other 
boroughs to have another 
national day in March. 

“I’m going to go leafleting 
about the NHS on my estate 
and in front of our school in 
the week.”

But the picture across 
Britain was uneven. 

In some areas, such as 
south London, the right wing 
party machine made sure the 
focus wasn’t on the NHS, just 
leafleting for Labour. 

Short
While a step in the right 
direction, overall it fell short 
of what’s necessary to defend 
the NHS and didn’t mobilise 
Labour’s mass membership. 

That’s partly because it 

wasn’t pushed hard from the 
top and many are still focusing 
on internal battles within 
Labour. 

It cannot just be a PR 
opportunity, but should be 
the beginning of a national 
campaign. 

Labour should support 
and build the national 
demonstration for the NHS, 
which has been called by 
Health Campaigns Together 
for 4 March (see page 20). 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans
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CROSSRAIL

 Workers occupy bosses’ 
 office over missing bonus
by SIMON BASKETTER

OVER 100 construction workers 
protested against Crossrail bosses 
in London last Friday.

They are angry over Crossrail’s 
refusal to stick to the national 
JIB agreement, which allows for 
additional “second tier” bonus pro-
ductivity payments.

The protest started at the Crossrail’s 
Canary Wharf headquarters. It then 
moved to Oxford Street with workers 
blocking the road.

Protesters then occupied the head-
quarters of construction giant Laing 
O’ Rourke. 

Andrew Wolstenholme, chief exec-
utive of Crossrail, part of Transport 
for London (TfL), earned £910,000 in 
2015, including £359,000 in “perfor-
mance-related pay”.

Yet Crossrail bosses have told 
workers to go back to the contrac-
tors, and the contractors say Crossrail 
is responsible for the payments.

A number of contractors issued 
warning emails and texts to dis-
courage workers from attending the 
protest.

According to one worker, “Telling 
people not to protest is typical. They 
don’t want unions and they don’t 
want people organised. But they don’t 
have a choice.

“We are looking for the second tier 
payment. We are not going to put up 
with it, they need to pay up.”

Others were angry that Crossrail 
bosses  re fuse  “ to  recognise 

democratically elected stewards”.
The project has seen a series of pro-

tests over pay and health and safety.
Guy Langston, a regional Unite 

union officer for Crossrail said, “It’s a 
demonstration because they refused 
to talk to the unions in regards to a 
second tier payment.

“Health and safety is an abomina-
tion so these lads have taken it upon 

themselves to come out and have a 
day of action.”

Union activists claim to have been 
subjected to bullying, intimidation 
and surveillance at various Crossrail 
sites.

Bosses have tried to punish work-
ers who have taken part in action or 
trade union activities. Some workers 
have been suspended after organising 
on the project. 

Workers on the Crossrail tunnel-
ling project, run by the Costain-led 
ATC consortium, lost money due to 
the failure of its digital fingerprint 
timekeeping system. 

Bosses had to admit its failure after 
a human timekeeper was appointed. 

Workers complained of issues 
including not being paid properly, 
toilets a two-mile walk away and 
inadequate canteen facilities.

But the protest showed there is the 
potential for workers to win. There 
have already been victories over 
weekend working.

DISTRIBUTION

Job losses 
swept aside
STRIKING JANITORS in 
Glasgow have forced their 
Cordia bosses to retreat over 
plans that could have cut 
a quarter of their jobs.

The Unison union members 
ended a two-week strike last 
week. Faeces and vomit were 
left for hours in classrooms as 
scabs struggled. Nursery staff 
and school bus drivers refused 
to cross picket lines.

More strikes are expected as 
janitors want extra payments 
for their dirty and physically 
demanding work. Other 
council workers get these—and 
Cordia is a council-run firm.

Strikers protested at the 
council’s offices and lobbied 
the Scottish parliament. 

They have won support 
from politicians with eyes on 
May’s council elections. But 
janitors can’t wait that long.

lADMIN WORKERS at West 
Dunbartonshire Council are 
being consulted by their 
union Unison on industrial 
action over a reorganisation 
that threatens some with a 
£5,000 pay cut.

TRANSPORT WORKERS

>>continued from p20
union organisation on the 
railways.

Govia bosses are carrying 
out the attack with the 
full backing of the Tory 
government.

Pushing through DOO 
across the rail industry is 
worth over £350 million 
to rail firms. It could see 
hundreds if not thousands of 
jobs slashed.

The firm has claimed that 
“unofficial industrial action” 
will cost it £38 million 
this year. But it is in the 
firm’s interest to use this 
“estimated” figure as an 

excuse for failing to hit 
targets—and possibly avoid 
fines.

It blames workers for 
its failure to run a decent 
service. But if bosses had any 
proof of unofficial industrial 
action they would have run to 
a judge to take action under 
the Tory anti-union laws.

The guards’ solid action 
this year has had a big 
impact. It hit the revenues 
that go straight to the 
government by £8.4 million 
up to 15 October.

Tory rail minister Paul 
Maynard revealed that 
£4.7 million in compensation 

was paid to Govia passengers 
in the same period.

Govia carries a fifth of 

passengers in England and 
Wales, and its performance 
is so bad it’s dragging down 
national statistics.

It would cost less than a 
quarter of the compensation 
to settle its dispute with train 
guards. Or a tiny fraction 
of the £20 million bailout 
thrown at Govia by the 
transport secretary.

When compared to the 
£157 million in profits 
stockpiled by parent 
company Go Ahead, it’s a 
drop in the ocean.

Joint walkouts could hit 
the bosses hard—and start to 
derail their attack on safety.

ON THE picket line at Arcadia in Solihull, West Midlands, this ‘Cyber Monday’ Picture: christine Lewis

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

POST OFFICES

Striking to 
stop selloff
POST OFFICE workers 
and managers in the CWU 
and Unite unions were 
set to strike for a third 
time this Saturday. 

They are fighting closures, 
job losses, privatisation and 
an attack on their pensions. 

Bosses want to close  
100 Crown Post Offices and 
outsource them to private 
companies such as WHSmith, 
leading to job losses.

They also want to close 
workers’ defined benefit 
pension scheme and replace 
it with a worse defined 
contribution scheme.

The CWU said it planned 
to focus picket lines on 
offices that had been 
earmarked for outsourcing, 
but had not yet been 
picked up by any retailer.

ARCADIA distribution 
workers in Solihull struck on 
Monday—one of the year’s 
busiest online shopping days. 

The GMB union members 
want a rise from the national 
minimum wage of £7.20 to 
£8.45 an hour. “After our 
pension contributions go out 
there’s not much left,” one 
rep told Socialist Worker.

“We need this pay rise.”
Arcadia’s chair is 

disgraced former BHS boss 
Sir Philip Green. The rep 
added, “He can definitely 
afford this if he goes around 
on his million pound yachts.”

Workers plan further 
walkouts next Thursday and 
the following Monday. 
Christine Lewis

“Pay up!” say protesters in Laing O’Rourke’s office   Picture: Art AgAinst BlAcklisting

Watch online...
For a video of the protest go to 
bit.ly/2fHZmX0



Piccadilly Line in a pickle
UP TO 500 London Tube 
drivers were set to strike for 
48 hours from 9.30pm on 
Tuesday of next week.

They work on the Piccadilly 
and Hammersmith & City 
lines. The RMT union is 
coordinating two disputes over 
“a breakdown in industrial 
relations, breaches of 
procedures and bullying and 
harassment of staff”. 

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said, “A major 
engineering problem” on the 

Piccadilly Line “has finally 
boiled over” too. He blamed 
“pressure on services and sheer 
managerial incompetence.”

The union demanded urgent 
discussions at a senior level 
“to give serious consideration 
to the Piccadilly line being 
closed” until the problem is 
sorted out and all trains are 
fixed and safe.

It also called for the 
introduction of Night Tube 
on the Piccadilly Line to be 
postponed.
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More online
Racist NHS passport rules 
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 NOTTS NHS WIN  
 HITS CARILLION
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

CAMPAIGNERS fighting 
to defend the NHS across 
Britain can take heart 
from a victory against out-
sourcing giant Carillion in 
Nottingham last week.

A long-running battle has 
forced Nottingham University 
Hospital (NUH) to look 
into terminating Carillion’s 
contract.

Since winning the contract 
to provide cleaning, laundry 
and catering services in 2014, 
the privateer has run a failing 
service.  

Richard Buckwell is chair 
of Notts Keep Our NHS 
Public (KONP) group. He told 
Socialist Worker, “Carillion 
took charge in January 
2015—things were going 
wrong by the summer.

“When the majority of lifts 
in the main hospital block 
broke down, they were left 
unfixed for a long time. 

Rat
“A rat was then spotted in 
one of the kitchens—and 
there were plenty of other 
hygiene and cleaning issues.” 

“We began protesting as 

soon as Carillion came in 
and got the Unison and Unite 
unions involved. 

“We protested outside the 
board meetings—and on one 
occasioned stormed one.

“This is a real win and it’s 

down to health campaigners 
and trade unions.”

A f t e r  a  p ro te s t  on 
Thursday of last week bosses 
told health campaigners, 
“NUH and Carillion are 
jointly exploring a managed 

exit from the Carillion con-
tract. Estates and Facilities 
staff will remain employed 
by Carillion until such time 
as future arrangements 
are agreed by both parties, 
which we anticipate to be 

January 2017.”
Health campaigners have 

to keep the pressure up to 
make sure that the priva-
teer—not patients—pays 
the price for terminating the 
contract. 

Notts KONP campaign-
ers now plan to take on 
the next big battle—resist-
ing the Sustainability and 
Transformation (STP) plans. 

The STPs would axe hospi-
tal departments and services 
across England. 

Beds
Richard said, “We’d be look-
ing at 10 percent of beds going 
across Nottinghamshire.”

These attacks have gener-
ated campaigns to defend the 
health service across Britain. 

Labour held a “day of 
action” for the NHS last 
Saturday (see page 18).

Nottingham shows that 
health campaigners can win. 
But to push back the Tories’ 
assault it will take a national 
campaign of mass protests 
and hard-hitting strikes.   

Uni te  has  backed a 
national demonstration in 
defence of the NHS, called by 
Health Campaigns Together, 
for 4 March. All trade unions 
and the Labour Party should 
back it.

WORKERS IN the GMB union at St George’s Hospital in Tooting, south London, struck for three days over pay and 
conditions last week  Picture: Guy Smallman 

SOCIAL CARE

 Cuts and profiteering lead to chaos and closures
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

FUNDING CUTS have 
pushed social care to 
the brink of collapse, 
new figures show—and 
profiteering firms are 
compounding the crisis.

There are 152 local 
authorities responsible for 
providing care for older 
people. 

Some 77 have seen at 
least one residential and 
nursing care provider close 
in the last six months, the 
Observer newspaper has 
reported.

As some smaller 
companies go to the 
wall other, much larger, 

corporations are selling 
up and ditching their 
so-called commitment to 
care.

Outsourcing giant Mitie 
was the latest last week to 
cut and run. 

Vultures such as Mitie 
boss Lady McGregor-Smith 
say that having to pay care 
workers a measly £7.20 an 
hour is the reason for the 
crisis.

“Care workers should be 
paid significantly more but 
someone has got to pay for 
it,” she said. 

But apparently that 
someone should not 
be the firms that are 
profiting from workers’ 
labour.The reality of care homes is often far from the pretty publicity

NHS  strike

Drivers vote for walkouts 
as Southern’s crisis grows
TRAIN DRIVERS on 
Southern rail have voted 
by 87 percent to strike. 

Their first walkout is 
planned for  
13 and 14 December.

But unfortunately the 
Aslef union members 
will not be coordinating 
their action with guards 
in the RMT union.

This is a missed 
opportunity to take action 
that would shut down the 
busy London and south 
east commuter network.

Guards were 
preparing for another 

72-hour walkout, set to 
start next Tuesday.

The workers are 
resisting plans from Govia 
Thameslink Railway, 
which runs Southern, 
to extend driver only 
operation (DOO). Both rail 
unions oppose the plan.

Extending use of DOO 
will increase pressure 
on drivers and scrap 
the guards’ role as the 
second safety critical 
worker on the train. 

There is also an 
agenda to attack trade

>>>turn to page 19
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