
 TAKE THE
 FIGHT TO
 RACISTS

 NO RETREAT ON FREE MOVEMENT

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

A N T I - R A C I S T S  a r e  
organising to push back the 
Tories’ assault on migrants, 
refugees and Muslims.

Jane Loftus, the CWU union’s 
vice president, told Socialist 
Worker, “There are big challenges 
ahead. The Tories will continue to 
try to make working class people 
pay—and use racism to divide us 
and weaken resistance.”

While many racists feel embold-
ened, there is also resistance. 

Where Muslims and migrants 
have been attacked, people have 
mobilised. In the face of the Tory 
and right wing media’s barrage 
against refugees, many people 
have shown solidarity. 

As Nadia Sayed, a Queen Mary 

University student, told Social-
ist Worker, “The difference I’ve 
seen in the last year is that there’s 
a movement against racism. Now 
we’ve got to organise it further.”

That’s why the 18 March Stand 
Up To Racism demonstrations are 

crucial. Naima Omar, a student 
at Hertfordshire University, told 
Socialist Worker, “Building for 
the demonstration is important. 

“We can push back racist ideas 
and shape what happens around 
Brexit.”

There is pressure even within 
Labour and the unions to bend to 
the calls to roll back free move-
ment for European Union migrants 
(see page 5). 

Jane said, “We need a loud 
message that it isn’t migrants 
who lower wages but profiteering 
bosses. We don’t need stronger 
barriers to migrants, we need 
stronger unions.

“I am strongly supporting the 
Stand Up To Racism 18 March 
demonstrations—and the CWU 
backs them too.”

Nadia added, “Many think 
Brexit and Donald Trump winning 
show society is becoming racist. 

 “But there’s nothing inevitable 
about what will happen in 2017—
it depends on what we do to give 
people confidence to fight back.”

‘Building for the 
18 March demo is 
important because 
we want to push 
back against 

 racist ideas’
Naima Omar student at 
Hertfordshire University

DEFEND REFUGEES & MIGRANTS >>PAGES 3&5

1917 
100 years since the Russian Revolution 
put workers in charge >>Pages 14&15

THE BREXIT 
 THAT WE WANT

Alistair Farrow says socialists must make 
their own demands  >>Pages 10&11
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HEALTH SERVICE  

Howls of protest 
greet Tories’ NHS 
demolition plan
HEALTH campaigners held 
a “howl of protest” as Tory 
plans to axe hundreds of 
hospital departments and 
services were published. 

Around 70 people 
joined the protest against 
the Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs) 
outside Downing Street on  
23 December. 
>>Page 17

LABOUR PARTY

Resistance can 
stop Labour’s 
vote shrinking
LABOUR PARTY leader 
Jeremy Corbyn has said he 
will relaunch himself as a 
left wing populist this year. 

The party can do better if 
it promises a real alternative 
to austerity and racism. 

But Corbyn’s plan could 
be thwarted if he allows the 
right of his party to hold 
him back.
>>Page 4

PALESTINE 

US and Israel 
clash over how to 
keep occupation
A ROW over settlement 
building in occupied 
Palestinian territories has 
exposed tensions between 
the US and Israel.

Israeli prime minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu attacked 
US secretary of state John 
Kerry for criticising Israel. 
>>Page 7
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lA SENIOR policy adviser to 
Margaret Thatcher claimed 

that cannabis use was so 
prevalent by black people that 
they gave the drug to babies.

Carolyn Sinclair, who later led 
a government unit responsible 
for promoting racial equality, said 
that the drug was “part of life” for 
black people in 1989.

 Papers show Tories thought  
 poll tax ‘proceeding smoothly’
MARGARET Thatcher  
was threatened with a 
fine for failing to register 
herself for the hated poll 
tax which triggered her 
downfall.

T h e  t a x  t r i g g e r e d  
non-payment and riots led to 
her leaving Downing Street 
in tears after being dumped 
as Tory leader in 1990.

Early the previous year, 
local authorities in England 
and Wales began issuing poll 
tax registration forms.

Documents released from 
the National Archive reveal 
that the Cabinet Office com-
plained it was “most inappro-
priate” to issue a single form 
“asking a number of essen-
tially personal questions” 
about Downing street.

Westminister council then 
threatened Thatcher with a 
fine to get the information. 

Meanwhile  ministers 

believed implementation of 
the poll tax in Scotland was 
“proceeding smoothly” .

S c o t t i s h  s e c r e t a r y 
Malcolm Rifkind told the 
cabinet in April 1989 that 
the number of people who 
would refuse to pay would 
be “relatively small” north 
of the border.

Thatcher was even more 

bewildered by the protests 
against the tax. In March 
1990 she told chancellor 
John Major she had always 
assumed the public would 
blame councils for rises.

On 31  March  1990 
Metropolitan Police commis-
sioner Sir Peter Imbert told 
the prime minister some of 
his officers “came close to 

being murdered”. But it was 
Thacher who went. War crim-
inal Henry Kissinger, former 
US secretary of state,  said “It 
was worse than a death in the 
family.”

lTHATCHER agreed to a 
shoot to kill policy against 

anti-nuclear protesters.
Details of an October 1989 

anti-nuclear break-in at HM 
Naval Base Clyde, at Faslane, 
are disclosed in a secret 
report. 

They  “utterly horrified” the 
prime minister. 

Armed guards at the base 
were subsequently told they 
could “as a last resort, open 
fire” if they feared sabotage.

The Faslane Five were 
tried for trying to board sub-
marine. The case collapsed 
when Dumbarton sheriff court 
ruled that there was no case 
to answer.

l THE US Air Force 134th Fighter 
Squadron carried out strikes against 

Islamic State from Al Dhafra Air Base in 
the United Arab Emirates on  
25 December. 
   According to the airforce “The jet 
had a full load of eight GPS‑guided 
Small Diameter Bombs. Many pilots 
wore a traditional red ‘Santa’ hat 
while flying on Christmas Day.”

Spooks bought 
phone and smokes  
A BIRMINGHAM man who 
gave cash to a Brussels 
bombing suspect claims 
he was recruited by 
MI5 and then “thrown 
to the wolves”.

Zakaria Boufassil said 
he held several meetings 
with the British spooks , 
who paid him £3,000 for 
information and bought 
him gifts, including 
cigarettes, a mobile 
phone and clothes.

Boufassil and 
Mohammed Ali 
Ahmed were 
jailed last month 
for handing 
over £3,000 to 
Mohamed Abrini. 

Abrini 
was spotted 
on CCTV at 

Brussels airport just 
before the bombings 
in March last year.

Boufassil said the MI5 
officers approached him 
after Abrini was arrested 
in April. Six weeks after 
sharing what he knew with 
MI5 about his meeting 
with Abrini, Boufassil was 
arrested by West Midlands 
police on his return from 
a holiday in Morocco. He 
claims to have paid for it 
with the money from  

MI5. 
Boufassil 

tried to tell 
the jury about 
his alleged 
recruitment 
by MI5 but it 
was ruled out 
by the judge.

FA told ‘we aren’t all 
brainless Barbie dolls’
THE Football Association 
wants to get more 
girls into football. 

This is a worthwhile 
and, you would have 
thought, simple 
enough task.

But a document on 
its website included 
suggestions that girls 
should be offered 
“colourful, nice  
smelling” bibs and 
pink whistles.

It suggests that teams 
should, “Advertise in 
places where girls go i.e. 
coffee shops or on the 
back of toilet doors.”

Girls at Lumley 
Primary School in 
County Durham wrote 
to the FA rightly taking 
issue with the tips. 

They wrote, “We aren’t 
brainless Barbie dolls. 

“We don’t all  
like the same 
colour—pink”. 

Another added, 
“We don’t need pink 
whistles and we don’t 
have big mouths, so 
why do we need a big 
mouth water bottle.”

Xmas crusader

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘ If you didn’t 
know they 
were here, you 
wouldn’t know 
they were here’
George Sigler, former marine 
and president of the town 
council in Centreville, where 
the Russian state owned a 
compound which has now 
been seized by the US. Here 
he gives his searing analysis of 
international espionage.

‘In effect a British 
resolution’
British officials on a  
UN resolution criticising illegal 
settlements by Israel

‘We do not 
believe that it 
is appropriate 
to attack the 
government of an 
ally’ 
Prime minister Theresa May 
rolls back on the criticism

‘The steel strike 
is depressing’
Princess Margaret wrote to 
Margaret Thatcher

‘Rather dull, 
all about the 
church, lots of 
clerics. All the 
guests were rabid 
conservatives— 
not a Trotskyite 
to argue with!’
Princess Margaret again to 
Margaret Thatcher
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SMOOTH implementation of the Poll Tax

Council to 
charge £26 for 
falling down
PENSIONERS WHO need 
help to be helped back to 
their feet after a fall at 
home will be charged £26 
by their local council.

Tendring district council 
in Essex said it would 
introduce the fee as part 
of its Careline service 
for elderly people who 
require home care. 

Michael Le Cornu, from 
Tendring Pensioners’ 
Action group, said, 
“People are being fined 
for falling.

“The simple fact is, you 
are getting penalised for 
falling and these people 
are the most vulnerable in 
our society.”

FIGURE IT OUT

1.4   percent of local  
                  authorities’  
                  public health  
                  budgets spent  
                  on mental  
                  health in 
   2013/14

 0.9  percent of local 
authorities’ 
public health 
budgets spent 
on mental 
health in 
2015/16

 O.4  percent of  
east Midlands 
health budget 
spent on 
mental health 
in 2015/16 

Lumley school team

Knighted for 
contributions 
A BOSS who has given 
nearly £1 million to the 
Tories headed this year’s 
New Year honours list.

Sir David Ord (above) 
has given more than 
£930,000 to the party 
since 2013.

Other Tory donors 
receiving honours this 
year include party 
treasurer Dominic 
Johnson, who lent the 
Cameron family his west 
London townhouse rent  
free when the former 
prime minister left office.

M&C Saatchi founding 
director Jeremy Sinclair, 
credited as the brains 
behind the famous Tory  
campaign poster showing 
Tony Blair with “demon 
eyes”, got a CBE.

Zakaria Boufassil



UNITED STATES

 Protests  
 to greet  
 Trump  
US SECURITY services are 
nervously preparing for 
massive protests in the 
capital Washington DC when 
Donald Trump is inaugurated 
president on Friday  
20 January.

Dozens of opponents and 
supporters’ groups have 
applied to hold rallies and 
other events.

One of the protests on the 
day was called by anti-war 
group Answer Coalition.

Spokesperson Walter 
Smolarek said, “We believe 
that we are entering a new 
period of mass mobilisation 
in the United States”.

Demonstrations after 
Trump’s election victory 
have been much larger than 
those in response to previous 
elections. 

The response towards 

Trump is contested, with the 
liberal establishment and 
its failed candidate Hillary 
Clinton trying to avoid 
militant opposition.

Sara Flounders is part 
of the International Action 
Center, another group 
planning to protest on the 
day. 

“There is an effort by 
Clinton supporters and the 
Democratic Party machine to 
keep the message safe,” she 
said. 

“But people who believed 
in the current electoral 
system just days ago 
are changing. They feel 
betrayed.”

Other protests are planned 
in cities around the US, 
including outside Trump 
Tower in Chicago. 

The largest event could 
be a “Women’s March on 
Washington” on Saturday 21 
January.

Solidarity protests have 
been called around Britain 
by local Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) groups. 

They include a protest 
outside the US Embassy in 
central London from 5pm 
on Friday 20 January and 
in Birmingham, 24-25 High 
Street, at 5pm. 

 Fight to open the borders  
 as refugee dies in France
by DAVE SEWELL 

A 17 year old Congolese refugee 
died at the French port of Dunkirk 
on Christmas Eve in the 17th 
known death at Britain’s border 
in 2016.

He fell from a truck, trying to get 
to Britain.

Severe cold and frost were  
forecast throughout northern France 
as Socialist Worker went to press. 
This includes Paris, Calais and 
Dunkirk where hundreds of refugees 
are sleeping rough.

Almost 1,100 people are camped 
at Grande-Synthe outside Dunkirk. 
At least six camps around the Calais 
area are also growing again.

The French state demolished 
the Calais “jungle” shantytown last 
October. But refugees continue to 
risk crossing the border there in the 
hope of finding safety and a decent 
life. 

Yet local authorities have scrapped 
the already inadequate provision of 
a hangar, which was used to shelter 
people from extreme cold.

Conditions 
Some of those taken from Calais to 
“reception centres” around France, 
often in poor conditions, have tried 
to make their way back.

Around 35 young men, mostly 
Eritreans, set off walking along a 
motorway in cold, heavy rain from 
Luchon in southern France towards 
Calais on 22 December. 

Two of them had to be hospitalised 
with hypothermia.

Luchon mayor Louis Ferre 
deplored that “these young boys have 
been abandoned”. 

They had previously held a march 
in the town demanding the right 
to come to Britain. But they were 
among hundreds of youths from the 
Calais jungle to have their asylum 
cases rejected last December.

A magistrates’ court last week 
slammed the authorities in Toulouse 
for keeping 75 unaccompanied 
minors in inadequate conditions.

The migrant youths were kept in a 
hotel with no schooling or training, 
without weather-appropriate cloth-
ing, money or public transport rights.

The judge found “serious and 
persistent breaches of fundamental 
rights”. 

Youths in other sites have held 

hunger strikes over their treatment.
The French and British govern-

ments both hoped the demolition 
of the jungle would get rid of the  
 refugee issue. But their cruel lock-
down continues to make refugees’ lot 
even more dangerous and miserable.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

 All out for March demos
ACTIVISTS ACROSS Britain are 
building for marches against 
racism on Saturday 18 March. 
They are called by Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) and backed by the 
TUC union federation. 

It will be the fifth year of SUTR 
marches in London and Glasgow 
around the time of United 
Nations anti-racism day. 

This is part of an 
international day of 
action first 
called by 
anti-racists in 
Greece.

This year’s 
marches will 
be in solidarity 
with refugees 

and migrants, and against racism, 
fascism, Islamophobia and 
antisemitism. 

It will come at an urgent 
moment to defend freedom of 
movement as the Article  

50 EU Brexit negotiations are 
triggered. 

Some 1,500 
people attended 
SUTR’s conference 
in October, 
vowing to build 
a mass anti-racist 
movement. SUTR is 
calling on activists 
to make 18 March 
“the biggest anti-
racism demonstration 
in decades”.

ACTIVISTS DELIVERED solidarity to Calais last month  

Record number 
drowned in  
Mediterranean 
OVER 5,000 people were 
killed trying to cross the 
Mediterranean Sea into Europe 
during 2016, up more than a 
fifth from 2015.

European Union (EU) and 
Nato attempts to clamp down 
on the most-used routes 
have driven refugees to more 
dangerous ones.

The most significant attempt 
was an EU deal with Turkey to 
stop refugees reaching Greece.

More than 16,000 people 
are now trapped in camps on 
Greek islands.

The camps are designed to 
hold only 7,000.

Needed 
Greek immigration minister 
Iannis Mouzalas last week 
admitted that the government 
needed to improve living 
conditions and get people into 
better accommodation.

But the plans he announced 
included more policing and 
new special detention centres.

Only granting people free 
movement and safe passage 
can address the ongoing 
refugee crisis and stop the 
deaths. 

But there is resistance to the 
border regime. 

On New Year’s Day over 
1,000 African migrants 
attempted to storm the fence 
around the Spanish territory of 
Ceuta in Morocco.

lSaturday 4 February, 12 noon-5pm 
 
NUT headquarters, Hamilton House,  
Mabledon Place,  
London WC1H 9BD

To register go to standuptoracism.org.uk

Stand Up To Racism 
trade union conference 

Racist Donald Trump 

On last year's protest in London 
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Resistance 
can stop the 
Labour vote 
shrinking
If Jeremy Corbyn wants Labour to 
move to the left in 2017 he’ll have  
to fight the right, argues Nick Clark

LABOUR PARTY leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has said he will re-launch 
himself as a left wing populist 
this year. 

But his plan could be thwarted if 
he allows the right of his party to 
hold him back.

The move could help to revitalise 
Labour, which is performing poorly 
in opinion polls. 

The most recent survey, by 
YouGov for The Times newspaper 
this week, showed Labour’s support 
at 24 percent.

But a bold programme that prom-
ises to fight for ordinary people 
against the rich could connect with 
anger in society created by years of 
austerity.

Promises to end austerity and rad-
ically change society led to Corbyn’s 
resounding victories in two Labour 
leadership elections.

Corbyn gave a flavour of what his 
re-launch could look like in a video 
message released last month.

Establishment
He said, “I’ve spent over 40 years 
in politics campaigning for a better 
way of doing things, standing up for 
people, taking on the establishment, 
and opposing decisions that would 
make us worse off.”

This is a good start—and could 
go much further. A strong left wing 

programme could include a £10 an 
hour minimum wage and building 
more council housing to end the 
housing crisis. 

Crucially it has to involve fight-
ing racism and defending migrants. 
And Corbyn should call mass meet-
ings, rallies and demonstrations to 
involve ordinary people in fighting 
for those demands.

It should also involve fighting to 
leave the European Union (EU) on a 
left wing, anti-racist basis. 

Corbyn said in his video that 
Labour would not block Britain’s 
exit from the EU when the govern-
ment triggers the Article 50 process 

BACK STORY
Labour can shift left if Corbyn 
stands up to the right
lLabour is behind the Tories in 
the polls by seven percentage 
points
lThe right wing of the party 
argues that to win elections it 
needs to look to New Labour
lBut Labour consistently 
dropped votes throughout the 
New Labour Years
lCorbyn can win new people by 
talking left—and fighting back 
against the Labour right

to leave. He added, “A Brexit that 
protects the bankers in the City and 
continues to give corporate hand-
outs to the biggest companies is not 
good enough.”

A left wing Brexit programme 
(see pages 10&11) could connect 
with  the people who voted to Leave 
the EU in order to hit out at the 
establishment.

But Corbyn could face opposition 
from Labour MPs who want to drag 
the party back to the right.

Labour faces a by-election in 
Copeland, Cumbria, early this year.

Labour MP Jamie Reed—from the 
party’s hard right—plans to resign at 

the end of this month. Labour’s hold 
on the seat is marginal—and sup-
port for the racist Ukip party there 
seems to be growing.

In the 2015 general elec-
tion Ukip’s share of the vote in 
Copeland shot up from 3 percent 
to 16 percent.

Racism
Now some in Labour argue that 
stopping Ukip means standing a can-
didate that panders to Ukip’s racism.

Yet right wing policies have done 
nothing to help Labour in Copeland. 
With Reed as MP— and under the 
leaderships of Tony Blair, Gordon 

Brown and Ed Milliband—Labour’s 
share of the vote there has fallen 
steadily.

Labour can do better if it  
promises a genuine alternative to 
austerity and racism. 

The crucial way to give work-
ers confidence—and to push back 
the Tories and shift the polls—is to 
raise the level of struggle. 

The central battles are in the 
streets and the workplaces.

On other pages...
The Brexit that we want >> 
Pages 10&11

CORBYN NEEDS to appeal to the movement outside Labour to pull the party leftwards  Picture: Guy Smallman

FIGURE IT OUT
 37  years. Labour’s time 

in control of Glasgow 
city council looks to be 
drawing to a close after 
it has cut services to 
the bone

 15  percent. Scottish 
Labour’s share of the 
vote according to a 
recently-leaked poll 

 50  percent. Poll finding of 
Scottish Labour’s drop 
in votes since the 2015 
general election. 

No takers for Scottish Labour 
THE LABOUR right 
insist that being 
electable means being 
right wing. But opinion 
polls in Scotland show 
how disastrous that 
can be.

Leaked research 
carried out by Scottish 
Labour show the party 
faces a near-wipeout 
at council elections in 
May. 

Labour is predicted 
to come third—behind 
the Tories and the 

Scottish National 
Party (SNP). 

In Glasgow Labour 
looks set to lose 
control of the council, 
which it has controlled 
for 37 years, to the 
SNP. 

Glasgow Labour 
councillors are 
spending their last 
days in charge 
attacking their own 
council workers (see 
page 19).

Labour’s support 

in Scotland collapsed 
after it lined up with 
the Tories to campaign 
for a No vote in the 
Scottish independence 
referendum in 2014.

Right wing Scottish 
Labour leader Jim 
Murphy resigned after 
failing to rescue his 
party. 

Current leader 
Kezia Dugdale, who 
has publicly attacked 
Corbyn, is doing no 
better.Between a rock and a hard place—Kezia Dugdale stands to lose heavily in Scotland

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK
Top cop ‘confused’ over 
his Hillsborough evidence
THE HEAD of 
London’s Metropolitan 
Police Sir Bernard  
Hogan-Howe gave a 
misleading account 
of his evidence at the 
Hillsborough football 
disaster, according 
to the Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC).

Yet the police 
watchdog found 
him innocent of any 
misconduct.

It said Hogan-
Howe, Britain’s most 
senior police officer, 
should have been 
“more diligent” but 
that he made “an 
unfortunate mistake”.

Hogan-Howe had 
claimed he made 
a statement to the 
Taylor inquiry into 
the disaster about his 
actions on the night. 
However, he had 
never made such a 
statement.

He also claimed 
that he was asked 

to add to his 
statement following 
the Hillsborough 
Independent Panel 
report in 2012. This 
was also false.

The Metropolitan 
Police said Hogan-
Howe had been 
“confused”.

It took the IPCC 
three years to publish 
its report following 
complaints made by 

the family of Adam 
Spearritt, who died at 
Hillsborough.

Hogan-Howe was 
in charge at the boys’ 
club at the ground on 
the day of the disaster, 
where families waited 
for news of missing 
relatives. Adam 
Spearritt’s name was 
wrongly read out there 
in a list of people who 
were alive and well.

London Met commissioner Bernard Hogan-Howe

Garden villages are no Eden 
FOURTEEN “garden 
villages” are set to 
be built as part of 
the Tories’ plan to 
tackle the housing 
crisis. And three more 
“garden towns” are 
supposed to bring the 
total of new homes 
created by the scheme 
to 200,000. 

But these new 
announcements 
will not address the 
underlying problems 
which have created 
the crisis. 

It looks increasingly 
likely the majority 
of these homes will 
not be “affordable” 
housing, let alone 
the council housing 
needed.

Talking about one of 
the proposed villages 
in St Austell, Cornwall, 
councillor Dick Cole 
said, “Local people 
were promised 40 to 
50 percent affordable 

housing.” Now it 
stands at 30 percent. 

The Department 
for Communities and 
Local Government 
has put aside just 
£6 million for future 
villages. 

That means that 
funding for any new 
villages will have 
to come from the 
private sector, which 
means “affordable” 

housing quotas will be 
squeezed. 

Much of the 
opposition to the new 
plans has focused on 
villages being built on 
green belt land. 

The real scandal is 
that the Tories’ plans 
to tackle the housing 
crisis by opening up 
the sector even further 
to the market are 
woefully inadequate.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

Socialist Worker  4 January 2017

Letchworth Garden City in Hertfordshire

NHS crisis on New Year’s Eve 
AMBULANCE workers 
in London were forced 
to record emergency 
calls using a pen and 
paper after “technical 
issues” on New Year’s 
Eve.  

Staff at London 
Ambulance Service 
(LAS) were forced to 
do this for five hours 

on one of the busiest 
nights of the year. 

Ambulance 
services are already 
overstretched. 

Poverty pay 
and rocketing 
workloads have 
pushed ambulance 
workers out of the 
NHS—and bosses’ 

are now increasingly 
relying on private 
ambulances. 

This is one 
reason why Health 
Campaigns Together 
have called a national 
demonstration in 
defence of the NHS 
on 4 March  
(see page 17). 

NO MORE BACKSLIDING ON 
DEFENDING MIGRANTS

 I
T’S NO surprise that 2017 
begins with attacks on migrant 
workers. But it’s disappointing 
that so many come from 
members of the Labour Party.

Shadow Brexit minister Keir 
Starmer called on New Year’s 
Day for “a fundamental rethink of 
immigration rules”. He singled out 
the “free movement” of European 
Union (EU) nationals.

This lined him up with Theresa 
May’s team at Downing Street, 
who reiterated that they will 
look at banning EU migrants from 
claiming benefits.

Now an unexpected leadership 
race inside the Unite union has 
entered the same slippery terrain.

Right wing challenger Gerard 
Coyne spoke in Birmingham on 
Monday. He said, “There can be 
no compromise on the principle 
of taking back control of our 
borders.”

He pitched curbing immigration 
as a defence of workers, claiming 
that “the presence of a very large 
number of foreign nationals has 
added to the pressures they 
already face at a time of austerity”.

Trade unionists from the region 
rapidly slammed him in an online 
statement. 

“When we allow groups of 

workers to be used as scapegoats 
for the failures of employers and 
the state, we compete against 
one another for scraps instead 
of fighting together for victory,” 
it said.

Incumbent Len McCluskey—a 
powerful figure on the Labour 
left—tried to have his cake and 
eat it. Unlike Coyne he rightly 
called for opposing racism and 
welcoming refugees. 

But he also echoed the code 
words of the right that “we must 
listen to the concerns of working 
people” on immigration.

McCluskey claimed, “Workers 
have always done best when the 
labour supply is controlled and 
communities are stable.”  

This is a fantasy.
Communities have never been 

stable. For centuries capitalism 
has repeatedly transformed 
the way we live—be it through 
bosses’ attacks, workers’ 
resistance, new technologies or 
waves of migration.

Anti-immigrant measures have 
been used to divide and repress 
workers in the bosses’ interests.

The row reflects tensions 
over how to respond to a 
rising challenge from the right. 
McCluskey triggered the race in 
Unite to bolster his authority as 
Labour’s faction fights seep into 
the union.

He further made a nod to 
the right this week by saying 
that if Labour’s poll ratings don’t 
improve then Jeremy Corbyn 
could step down before 2020.

The working class has the 
strength to win, but only if 
workers unite for their class 
interests—migrants included. 
Turning on free movement takes 
us further in the wrong direction.

We need more strikes and 
protests to beat back the 
Tories—and a fight against 
racism.  The Stand Up To Racism 
demonstrations on 18 March are 
crucial.

AID IS NOT THE SCANDAL
 T HE RIGHT wing media 

has got into a frenzy over 
foreign aid. Britain spends 

0.7 percent of its gross national 
income on foreign aid—that’s 
far too much for the likes of the 
Daily Mail newspaper.

The Daily Mail on Tuesday 
demonised families in Pakistan 
who receive meagre amounts.

Tory MP Philip Davies said, 
“We are clearly the mugs of the 
world.” Instead of exposing the 
real scandals of massive waste—
Trident, tax cuts for the rich, 

handouts to corporations—the 
Tories point at foreign aid. 

In fact the money often comes 
with conditions and is frequently 
used to promote the British 
state’s interests abroad. 

If it finds its way to ordinary 
people, that’s to be celebrated. 
Some £725,000 of the 2015 
foreign aid budget went to 
Medical Aid for Palestinians.

Good—but it in no way comes 
close to making up for the horrific 
legacy of British imperialism that 
devastated countries across half 

the world and continues to bear 
down on many.  

The Daily Mail bemoaned a 
£6.1 million aid payment to Yemen 
made in 2015.

Meanwhile, Britain is selling 
weapons to the Saudi regime that 
is waging a brutal war against 
Yemen. 

We stand for international 
solidarity with workers across the 
world, exposure of the real role 
of the British state—and a global 
struggle that goes a lot further 
than handouts. 

Anti-immigrant 
measures have 
been used to 
divide and 
repress workers

‘‘ 
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 Russia row exposes  
 imperialist rivalries
ARGUABLY THE biggest political winner in 2016 was not 
Donald Trump but Russian president Vladimir Putin.

He began the year with the Russian economy badly 
squeezed by a falling oil price and sanctions. They were 
imposed by the US and the European Union (EU) after Putin 
seized Crimea and partitioned the rest of Ukraine.

But at the end of 2016 Putin was sitting pretty. The oil 
price is rising. The brutal use of Russian airpower to prop 
up Bashar al-Assad’s regime and a new alignment with 
Turkey have made Moscow the main power-broker in Syria. 
And Putin hopes Trump will be a much better disposed US 
president than Barack Obama.

Meanwhile, Obama has devoted his last days in office to 
what amounts to a scorched-earth policy aimed at constraining 
his successor. His most important intervention so far has been 
a CIA report trailed in the New York Times newspaper.

It said Russian intelligence hacked and leaked the emails 
of the Democratic Party and Hillary Clinton and her team in 
an effort to deliver the presidential election to Trump.

These claims have been vigorously taken up by Democrats 
and their counterparts this side of the Atlantic, such as the 
Guardian newspaper. Russian cyber warfare is becoming the 
standing alibi for the failures of the neoliberal centre. This 
stretches from absurd claims about the Brexit referendum 
to warnings of Russian interference in the German federal 
elections this autumn.

The hypocrisy involved is stunning. In his massive history 
of the CIA, Tim Weiner describes how the agency cut its 
teeth during the Cold War. It did this by—quite illegally—
funnelling cash donated by private businesspeople to fund 
the Christian Democrats’ successful campaign in the Italian 
elections of April 1948.

James Angleton was the CIA station chief in Rome, and 
a key figure in postwar US intelligence. He boasted that 
“he had penetrated the Italian secret service so deeply that 
he practically ran it. He would use its members as a bucket 
brigade to distribute the cash.” This was the first of the many 
elections the CIA has tried to fix on several continents.

Murky
The truth about the Russian hacking belongs to the murky 
world of intelligence. Here, facts are hard to come by and, 
at least in the case of the CIA according to Weiner, bungling 
and failure are the norm. 

More interesting in this case is Putin’s reaction to Obama’s 
retaliatory expulsion of 35 Russian diplomats. He overruled 
his own foreign ministry and announced he would do 
nothing. The Financial Times newspaper explained, “Putin 
looks past Obama to Trump.” It quoted Fyodor Lukyanov, 
chair of the Council on Foreign and Defence Policy, 
“America’s way of dealing with Russia was always to change 
it. Trump is not about to change anybody. 

“Both he and Putin hate political correctness, and he is 
focused on national interest instead. That is exactly what the 
Russians wanted from the Americans all the time.”

More precisely, what Putin wants from the US is 
recognition of Russia as an imperial power with its own 
limited sphere of influence. The Harvard academic Simon 
Saradzhyan told the Washington Post newspaper, “Putin 
has succeeded because he only picks fights with the US 
when Russian vital interests are at stake and Russia has a 
reasonable chance of prevailing.

“The primary consideration here is whether the United 
States is willing to commit its full might: In Ukraine, US 
vital interests were not at stake, and ultimately the Obama 
administration decided they were not in Syria.”

Maybe Trump and Putin can collaborate in the Middle 
East, but conflicts won’t disappear. The row over Trump’s 
phone conversation with the Taiwanese president underlines 
that he has China in his sights.

But Putin’s lengthy efforts to court China have recently 
borne fruit, with joint Chinese-Russian military exercises in 
the South China Sea. If friction grows between the US and 
China, Putin may have to choose between his new friends.

What we call “the US”, “China”, and “Russia” are 
geographically based capitalist power-complexes. Their 
interests sometimes overlap, but often conflict. Even as 
dramatic a change of personnel as Trump’s victory isn’t going 
to dissolve these rivalries.

JOHN BERGER with an ad for his BBC series Ways of Seeing, which is also a book (below)

 John Berger---a firm Marxist   
 who transformed art history
by JOHN MOLYNEUX

JOHN BERGER, who died 
on Monday at the age of 
90, was the most impor-
tant writer on art in the last 
60 years or more. 

There will be those in the 
academic and art worlds who 
would reject this judgment. 

But in terms of influence 
on the wider culture globally, 
it is clearly true. 

This is all  the more 
remarkable because he was 
an intransigent rebel and 
Marxist. 

One of his earliest works, 
a collection of essays taken 
from his time as the New 
Stateman art critic, was 
called Permanent Red. 

The title was a declaration 
of intent that, “I would never 
compromise my opposition to 
bourgeois culture and soci-
ety.” He stood by his word.

Berger was much more 
than an art writer. 

Political
He was a painter, poet, nov-
elist, film writer, playwright, 
political and social essayist, 
philosopher and more. 

H i s  r a n g e  w a s 
extraordinary. 

It went from examining 
the lives of peasants in the 
French Alps, among whom 
he lived for over 30 years, to 
looking at animals, to a dia-
logue with Zapatista leader 
Subcommandante Marcos. 

This exceptional breadth 

of knowledge and sensibil-
ity made his writing on art so 
powerful. 

However it was on art 
that he made his major intel-
lectual contribution and 
for which he will be most 
remembered. 

This brings us to his best 
known work—the TV series 
Ways of Seeing and book of 
the same name, in 1972. 

It is hard now to remember 
or express how revolutionary 
these were at that time.

Ways of Seeing was, in 
form and content, completely 
different from and opposed 
to the kind of “culture” pro-
grammes broadcast by the 
BBC both before and after. 

It advanced, without con-
cessions, a serious Marxist 
argument about the entire 
Western art tradition since 
the Renaissance. 

The book did the same and 
together they represented a 
challenge to the way in which 

art was normally understood 
and presented. 

Art history was never the 
same again.

Berger looked at oil paint-
ing from its beginnings in the 
fifteenth century to the nine-
teenth century. 

His case, in essence, was 
that it was uniquely adapted 
to depicting objects and 

people as things to be owned 
as private property.

In other words, it was an 
expression of capitalist social 
relations. 

His argument included 
a critique of how this sys-
tematically depicted women 
not as active subjects but as 
objects to be looked at and 
possessed.

Revolutionary
This was particularly revolu-
tionary at the time.

Another hugely important 
book was his Success and 
Failure of Picasso (1965). 

This explained Picasso’s 
greatness and recognised 
how his immense wealth and 
adulation isolated him and 
damaged his art.

Berger’s writing was dis-
tinguished by its ability to 
sustain a Marxist critical 
approach without losing 
sight of the intense crea-
tive human engagement 
involved in every serious 
work of art.

And this intense human 
engagement was a qual-
ity that Berger brought to 
everything he wrote and 
said,whatever the subject. 

I often disagreed with his 
specific artistic judgements. 

But reading anything by 
Berger involved entering into 
an intimate relationship with 
an extraordinarily engaged 
human being.

His commitment to human 
emancipation was inscribed 
in his every word and look.

Read and watch more
lALL FOUR programmes 
in John Berger’s 
Ways of Seeing BBC 
series are available 
to watch on YouTube. 
Go to bit.ly/1iuuFS5

lDEFENDING Picasso’s 
late work by John 
Berger. Published in 

International Socialism 
Journal in 1988. Read 
it at bit.ly/2iDBOox

lTHE Nature of Mass 
Demonstrations by John 
Berger. Published in 
International Socialism 
Journal Autumn 1968. 
Read it at bit.ly/1op1IUu
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 US and Israel split over how to  
 keep up the racist occupation
The fake two-state solution used to 
co-opt Palestinian organisations is 
wearing thin, argues Nick Clark
A ROW over settlement building 
in occupied Palestinian terri-
tories East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank has exposed tensions 
between the US and Israel.

Israeli prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu attacked US secretary 
of state John Kerry for criticising 
Israel’s settlement building. 

Kerry said continuing to build 
settlements threatened the future 
of a two-state solution. 

A two-state solution would alleg-
edly see a state of Palestine set up 
in the West Bank and the Gaza strip 
with a capital in East Jerusalem, 
existing alongside a state of Israel.

This would mean giving up the 
rights of millions of Palestinian ref-
ugees to return to their homes after 
Israel’s creation in 1948 brought 
widespread ethnic cleansing.

Years of occupation also mean 
any future Palestinian state would 
be dependent on Israel.

And Israel demands that its set-
tlements now in the West Bank 
should also form part of a future 
Israeli state—effectively annexing 
even more Palestinian land.

Extreme
Kerry said, “The Israeli prime min-
ister publicly supports a two-state 
solution. But his current coalition 
is the most right wing in Israeli his-
tory with an agenda driven by the 
most extreme elements.”

Netanyahu called Kerry’s com-
ments “unbalanced” and “obses-
sively focused” on settlements.

He was supported by US presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump, who said 
Kerry had treated Israel with “dis-
dain and disrespect”.

The row came after the US 
abstained in a vote at the United 
Nations (UN) calling on Israel to 
halt all settlement building. The US 
normally uses its veto at the UN to 

protect Israel.
Netanyahu’s right 

w ing 

Likud party leads the coalition gov-
ernment. Likud thrives on anti-Arab 
racism and attacking Palestinians. 

It won the Israeli elections in 
2015 after promising to expand 
settlements in East Jerusalem. Its 
main coalition partner, the far right 
Jewish Home party, demands full 
annexation of the West Bank.

The continual attacks on 
Palestinians are fuelling discontent 
and unrest in the Palestinian territo-
ries and the growth in Palestine soli-
darity movements around the world.

Israel is becoming increasingly 
isolated. It is a key US ally in the 
Middle East so some US politicians 
want it to tone down its rhetoric and 
pretend to want peace.

Promise
The US has also used the promise 
of a two-state solution to co-opt 
the Palestinian Authority (PA), led 
by the Fatah party, into policing 
Palestinian resistance.

Maintaining the fiction means 
throwing the PA a bone every now 
and then. But the Israeli state has 
accelerated settlement building and 
refuses to even negotiate with the 
PA. 

Meanwhile Israel routinely 
refuses Palestinians permission to 
build their own homes in the West 
Bank, forcing them to build “illegal” 
houses that could be demolished.

More than 1,500 Palestinians 
were made homeless by demoli-
tions last year—the highest number 
since the UN started recording 
demolitions in 2009.

The PA’s inability to challenge 
Israel and its “security coordi-
nation” with occupying Israeli 
forces are making it unpopular. 
So the US is finding it difficult to 
keep the two-state fiction alive.

With Trump’s support encour-
aging the Israeli government, 
it’s going to get even harder.

PRO-GOVERNMENT MILITIA in Mosul last month 

Hospital hit and refugees displaced 
in bloody and chaotic battle of Mosul
THE US-LED assault on Mosul 
in Iraq is causing increasing 
numbers of civilian casualties. 

At the end of December at least 
seven people were killed when a 
warplane bombed the city’s Ibn-
Al-Athir hospital compound. It is 
the second time a Mosul hospital 
has been hit.

The attack on Mosul is not 
going to plan. Iraqi prime 
minister Haider al-Abadi said he 
expected it to be retaken by New 
Year. But only about a quarter of 
the city is back under government 
control.

After two months of grinding 
fighting and heavy casualties, 
the Iraqi government paused the 
campaign in December to let its 

forces regroup. 
The battle has already 

displaced some 118,000 people, 
the United Nations (UN) 
Office for the Coordination 

of Humanitarian Affairs said 
recently, and “In a worst-case 
scenario as many as one million 
people could be forced from their 
homes.”

A representative from the UN’s 
refugee agency added, “Civilians 
in Mosul face a stark choice. If 
they stay, they risk hunger and 
being caught in the crossfire. 

“If they flee, they risk being 
killed by snipers or landmines.”

There was rightly widespread 
denunciation of the Syrian and 
Russian destruction of Aleppo in 
Syria.

But the killings in Mosul show 
the hypocrisy of such criticism 
from the US and Britain, the 
architects of Iraq’s destruction.

BACK STORY
The West Bank and East 
Jerusalem have been occupied 
by Israel since 1967
lThey are now run by a tame 
Palestinian Authority (PA) which 
polices them on Israel’s behalf
lA “peace process” cast these 
territories as the core of a future 
Palestinian state
lYet Israel has persistently built 
illegal settlements
lThis has made it harder to 
sustain the fiction that a two-
state solution is even possible

Saudis use British bombs in war on Yemen
SAUDI ARABIA’S military 
finally admitted last 
month that it has used 
British-made cluster 
bombs in Yemen.

Cluster bombs scatter 
explosive devices over 
a wide area. Children 
are particularly at risk. 
Britain signed a treaty 

outlawing them in 2008.
In May last year 

Amnesty International 
“found evidence of 
US, UK and Brazilian 
cluster munitions used 
by the Saudi Arabia-led 
coalition forces.”

Saudi general Ahmed 
al-Asiri denied using 

cluster munitions in the 
attacks mentioned.

Tory defence 
procurement minister 
Philip Dunne told MPs 
“we assess that no UK-
supplied cluster weapons 
have been used.” 

But last month al-Asiri 
admitted British-made 

BL-755 cluster munitions 
had been used.

Tory defence secretary 
Sir Michael Fallon 
swiftly assured MPs that 
“There is nothing to be 
gained from shunning or 
boycotting Saudi Arabia.” 
For a longer version go to 
bit.ly/2hJLfDa

Iraq

US artillery pounds the city

John Kerry and Binyamin Netanyahu
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A resolute 
march for a 
New Year’s 
resignation
South Korea’s ruling class may 
sacrifice the president to save the 
regime, says Workers’ Solidarity

PROTESTERS BROUGHT in the 
New Year in South Korea with 
another mass protest to demand 
the immediate resignation of 
president Park Geun-hye. 

One million people protested in 
the capital Seoul last Saturday with 
many staying after midnight. 

It was the largest demonstration 
since parliament voted to impeach 
Park four weeks ago.

The constitutional court is 
speeding up the procedure 
to rat i fy the impeachment. 
Some commentators say its  
verdict may come out this month. 

Prosecutors are also taking steps to 
investigate the Samsung corporation  
for bribing Park.

The ruling class seems willing to 
sacrifice Park to save the rest of the 
regime and regain political stability. 

Acting
It is demanding all political par-
ties cooperate with prime minister  
Hwang Kyo-ahn, who was appointed 
by Park and is now acting president. 

Hwang was a “public safety”—
meaning security police in Korean—
prosecutor before he became a  
government minister.

But protesters demand his imme-
diate resignation too because he 
is pushing through Park’s policy 
agenda, a legacy which people call 
the “accumulated evils”.

The construction workers’ union 
leader spoke on behalf of the KCTU 
trade union federation. 

To huge applause he said, “The 
prime ministerial lies at the core of 
these accumulative evils are what 
we need to exterminate and he 
should step down right away.”

There were tears when the fam-
ilies of victims of the Sewol ferry  
disaster that cost 305 lives 
denounced the government for its 
attempted cover-up.

The protests are having a radi-
calising effect. One young woman 
said, “I had little understanding of 
the rail workers’ strike or on the dif-
ficulties faced by casual workers. 

“I thought words like ‘comrade’, 
‘revolt’ were for someone else. 

But after participating in these  
protests, I feel I am becoming a  
different person.”

Moderate forces in the move-
ment, especially the NGOs and 
the Stalinists, are arguing that the 
movement needs to form a strategic  
alliance with the official opposition 
parties. 

But the official opposition don’t 
even support the key demand of 
the movement and are preoccupied 
with the upcoming presidential  
election. 

In contrast, the radical left is argu-
ing for the importance of increasing 
organised workers’ involvement in 
the movement. 

Contract workers on strike 
against layoffs at the General 
Motors car plant spoke at the 
Christmas Eve protest. When it was 
reported at last Saturday’s protest 
that they had won, there was a big 
cheer from the crowd.

Package delivery workers—clas-
sified as independent contrac-
tors under the law—also joined 
Saturday’s protest to call for solidar-
ity as they prepare to launch their 
own trade union.

After our proposal, the radical  
left is meeting to discuss wider 
cooperation on how to increasingly 
bring such voices to the movement.
Workers’ Solidarity is Socialist  
Worker’s sister publication in  
South Korea

BACK STORY
A mass movement has been 
demanding the resignation of 
South korea’s president
lProtesters have taken to the 
streets since late October after a 
corruption scandal was exposed
lPresident Park Geun-hye 
allowed a special adviser to 
interfere in her office
lMajor corporations are also 
implicated in the scandal
lPark may now be sacrificed 
to save her regime as the ruling 
class looks to restore order

‘We want more than removal of Park’
THE RULING class is counting on 
the fact that opposition parties 
are not seeking fundamental 
change. 

The establishment, from the 
right wing press to the official 
opposition parties, argues that 
people should allow the prime 
minister to stabilise the country 
and wait for the constitutional 
court to decide. 

Elections
Opposition parties are 
preoccupied with upcoming 
presidential elections. They are 
not interested in the demands 
raised by the movement such as 
scrapping labour “reforms” that 
attack the working class.

But protesters won’t just 

leave matters to the parliament 
and the Constitutional Court. 
They are demanding that Park’s 
policies are scrapped and the 
cabinet must go along with her.

“I want to see more than 
the removal of Park alone,” 
said a young, unorganised 
worker. They participated in a 
Christmas Eve protest which 
saw around 700,000 march and 
expressed the feelings of many 
protesters. 

“I have worked for four years 
but my wage is still fixed to the 
minimum wage set by law and 
I have no prospect of a wage 
increase,” they said. “I want 
this situation to change, and 
my life to change—that is the 
reason why I am protesting.”

Workers’ influence grows 
THE ROLE of 
organised workers in 
the movement to get 
rid of Park has grown 
in importance. 

The annual 
workers’ rally in  
mid-November acted 
as a springboard 
for one of the larger 
protests against Park.

In Busan, the 
second largest city, 
70,000 people took 
to the streets on 
Christmas Eve. The 

city’s tube workers, 
who were on strike for 
economic demands, 
played an important 
role in increasing the 
size of the protest.

The movement 
needs to use 
organised workers’ 
power to halt 
production to remove 
Park’s “accumulated 
evils” agenda. 

The trade unions 
are the organised 
force that make up 

the biggest part of the 
mobilisations, but do 
not have hegemony 
over the movement 
for the moment.

The ruling class 
does not have a firm 
grip on the situation.

The Workers’ 
Solidarity newspaper 
sells several thousand 
copies on every 
protest, and our 
members are key 
to organising the 
protests.

Protesters march with symbols of Park and her inner circle in jail Pictures: Workers’ solidarity

Marching to the presidential palace

“Arrest Park”
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The West is 
inappropriate
THERESA MAY saying 
US Secretary of State 
John Kerry’s comments 
on Israeli settlements 
were “inappropriate” was 
cringeworthy.

What is inappropriate 
is the West’s constant 
support for war criminal 
Binyamin Netanyahu.

Steven McNamara
Middlesbrough

Scandal of 
arms exports
BRITAIN exports  
£7.7 billion worth of 
weaponry every year.

The government 
allows military exports 
under Open Individual 
Export Licences, which 
reduce transparency.

How much do our 
arms exports contribute 
to the displacement of 
people due to war?

Jo Rust
Norfolk

Life sucks for 
agency staff
JOHN’S LIFE really 
sucks. He works for an 
agency where he has no 
rights.

Days, hours, shifts, 
pay and role are not set 
and can change without 
a word of notice.

Thousands like our 
John are employed but 
have no “job”. This 
employer terrorism is 
completely legal.

Michael Coward
Plymouth

Hypocrisy is a 
‘British Value’
IN 2014 Sajid Javid 
said Britain was great 
because “far from being 
ruled by central diktats, 
our culture is based on 
freedom.”

Now Javid wants 
every new public sector 
worker to swear an oath 
to “British Values”.

What a wonderful 
example of one 
British value—political 
hypocrisy.

Sasha Simic
North London

What about 
the veterans?
I WAS a bit disappointed 
about your article on 
the victory of the Sioux 
Native Americans.

A crucial turnaround 
was when they were 
joined by thousands of 
military veterans. This is 
really inspiring.

David Paenson
Frankfurt, Germany

Just a 
thought...

Teachers on strike last year 

 NUT figures show strikes built the union
IT’S NOW completely 
irrefutable—the national 
teachers’ strike last 
summer caused the NUT 
union to increase its 
membership.

The numbers are rough 
and approximate.

Some 8,000 teachers 
joined the NUT in the 
run-up to the strike.

No comparable spike in 
membership numbers has 
happened in previous 
years at the same time in 
the year.

The strike made the 
difference.

In the past when the 
NUT struck nationally, 

some would say that new 
members quickly leave 
and never start paying 
subs.

Some 2,500 of the 
8,000 did leave. But 5,500 
have remained and are 
now paying subs.

They have not been 
taken off the national 
database. 

A “clean up” of the 
database has occurred, 
which was reported at an 
NUT national executive 
commitee meeting. 

The point is that 
workers join a union 
when a union fights.

Any socialist or union 
rep instinctively or 
empirically knows this. 

And if we had carried 
on fighting, perhaps even 
more would have joined 
and stayed.

Stefan Simms
West London

 How I got  
 the DWP  
 sanctioned
THIS IS the story of a 
“career seeker” (preferred 
over job seeker). He used a 
debt collection agency to 
gain money that the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) said was 
rightfully his.

The story starts in 
November 2015, when his 
claim began. A letter on  
5 January 2016 gave a 
monthly payment of 
£160.04.

Another letter the 
following day said the 
payment would be  
£717.82. Meanwhile our 
“career seeker” wrote to the 
DWP stating that payment 
between 21 November and 
20 December was 
somewhat lacking.

On 2 May a letter arrived 
stating that £320.35 owed 
from December 2015 would 
be paid within five days.

No money appears.
His regular payment 

from DWP arrives. He 
writes to them on 27 May 
stating that the £320.35 
had not yet appeared.

As autumn approaches a 
more aggressive letter gives 
them 14 days to cough up.

Faced with unending 
silence, a debt collection 
agency was engaged on  
26 October to chase the 
sum. On 2 December 
£307.78 arrives in the bank 
account.

It takes nearly a year for 
a government agency to 
correct an error. It had to 
be “sanctioned” into 
correcting what it admitted 
was an error on its part. 

I, as an unemployed 
person, had to pay someone 
to get what was due. I 
could have done without 
the expense.

Name and address supplied

It’s wrong not to fight 
Labour’s council cuts
MARVIN REES’ election as 
Labour mayor for Bristol 
last year was welcomed as 
a break from austerity. 

But in response to 
central government cuts, 
Rees has announced huge 
cuts to the council 
workforce and services. 

He wants around  
£120 million worth of cuts 
over the next four years—
and has already demanded 
1,000 council jobs go.

It’s thought that  
80 Bristol schools will no 
longer have school crossing 
patrols and that charges for 

dementia care will rise.
This will be the tip of the 

iceberg and the impact of 
the cuts will be devastating. 

At present the left within 
the Labour Party has, by 
and large, remained silent.

Labour probably has over 
10,000 members in the city 
and Momentum is a 
significant force. 

Not confronting  
Labour-implemented cuts is 
a fatal error. It opens up 
the possibility of the right 
taking advantage.

Huw Williams
Bristol

The football abuse scandal 
shows up class prejudices  
THE LONG overdue spotlight on 
the horrendous sexual abuse of 
youngsters in football has shocked 
millions. 

Ex-players, notably Andy 
Woodward and Steve Walters, have 
shown immense bravery by 
waiving their anonymity to tell of 
their abuse by an ex-coach at 
Crewe Alexandra.

Notorious paedophile Barry 
Bennell also worked at other, 
senior clubs. Since the scandal 
broke last November, over  
80 suspected abusers at a 
staggering 98 teams are being 
investigated. 

Some alleged victims were as 
young as seven. Equally sickening 
has been the news that top clubs 

such as Chelsea recently paid a 
former player £50,000 not to go 
public with allegations that he was 
sexually abused. The investigation 
into Crewe Alexandra director 
Dario Gradi hints at a wider 
cover-up by senior figures.

This speaks volumes about how 
players were seen by some at the 
top of clubs.

Numerous ex-players have 
recalled how the “Blazer brigade” 
in charge often saw players as 
lucky to be playing and treated 
them as working class oiks.

Apprentices, and often players, 
were viewed as wage slaves. 

A few were glorified, such as 
George Best, but most were 
expected to know their place.

A climate of machismo and not 
questioning those in charge added 
to a world where powerful figures 
preyed on children. 

Vicious “tackles” and 
drunkeness by players was often 
tolerated if games were won.

Premier League executives claim 
that youngsters are safe in the top 
flight soccer academies. This flies 
in the face of those such as former 
player Pat Nevin who said he 
“wouldn’t be surprised” to 
discover young footballers still 
being abused.

Only a public inquiry into the 
allegations, not by the Football 
Association, can get to the truth. 

Paul Sillett
East London
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THE 
BREXIT 
THAT WE 
WANT

Guaranteed rights and 
funding 
No reductions in 
workplace, social or 
equality rights. Guarantee 
continued funding for all 
social projects funded by 
EU money

Defending migrants
Defend and extend the 
rights of migrants and 
refugees. 
Full and indefinite rights 
guaranteed now for all EU 
nationals. 
Let in all refugees, yes 
to freedom of movement 
for workers, stop 
scapegoating

No trade deals that 
stop nationalisation 
No to the single market 
with its restrictions on 
nationalisation and no 
to any return of the TTIP 
deal or any other that 
favours the multinationals

Tough action on 
climate change 
Effective action on climate 
change, a ban on fracking 
and an agriculture policy 
focused on access to 
good-quality affordable 
food and environmental 
protection

A new referendum on 
Scottish independence 
Brexit raises the issue of 
the unity of the British 
state. People in Scotland 
should have a choice 
on whether to stay part 
of it—unlinked from EU 
membership. We want 
a radical independence 
battle

Internationalism and 
global solidarity  
For internationalism and 
solidarity with workers 
across the world. 
Full support for all 
struggles against austerity 
and racism

As well as fighting 
austerity and racism, 

defending the NHS and 
fighting the anti‑union 

laws, there are specific 
demands around Brexit 
that the whole working 
class movement needs 

to unite around. Here 
Alistair Farrow sets 

out Socialist Worker’s 
contribution to an urgent 

debate

T
HE VOTE to  l eave 
the European Union 
(EU) hurled the ruling 
class into chaos—and 
the effects are still 
playing out. 

It’s time for the working class 
movement to seize hold of the debate 
and stop Brexit being dominated by 
varieties of toxic Tory solutions.

If a working class solution is fought 
for then it can hit the Tories when 
they are vulnerable.

Capitalists like certainty. Market 
stability means they can predict how 
much money their investments will 
make and how their businesses will 
fare.

The Leave vote opened up a gaping 
hole of doubt.

“London is the centre of global 
financial markets, and that is being 
put into question,” said tycoon Jacob 
Wallenburg last December. “That is 
not in the interest of either the UK 
or Europe.

“Uncertainty—that is exactly what 
it is creating.”

The Tories don’t have a clue about 
how this will resolve itself. Just like 
top bosses, they didn’t believe it 
would happen and don’t know how 
to navigate through it.

The Tories are in disarray, caught 
between the interests of capital and 
their own membership. 

Theresa May wants to act in the 
interests of big business and limit the 
effects of being outside of the single 
market. 

But she knows that to come out 
too strongly in favour of freedom of 
movement would mean alienating 
the Tories’ core membership. 

The rift in the Tories over the EU 
has existed for decades—and it hasn’t 
gone away. 

But Labour is hardly in any better 
shape over Brexit. There is a basic 

question—are the trade unions 
and the Labour Party seeking to 
overturn or block the Leave vote 
or are they trying to shape what 
sort of Brexit emerges?

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell set out the party’s 
“five red lines” for Brexit in July 
last year.

These included protecting free 
trade and the City of London as 
well as remaining in the European 
Investment Bank (EIB).

Jeremy Corbyn is set to invite 
the leaders of other European social 
democratic parties to London next 
month. He wants them to hear from 
people who “have not had their voices 
heard” so far in the Brexit debate.

Included in this group will be busi‑
ness leaders and NGOs.

“I have every confidence that the 
principles of solidarity, internation‑
alism and socialism that we stand 
for can be at the heart of European 
politics in the 21st century,” Corbyn 
said at a meeting in the Czech capital 
Prague last December.

“That’s why it is vital that our rhet‑
oric cannot be used to legitimise the 
scapegoating of refugees or migrant 
workers.” 

It’s a breath of fresh air that a 
Labour leader is standing up for 
migrants. But other Labour politi‑
cians have been whipping up racism 
by claiming that the referendum 
shows that people have “legitimate 
concerns” over immigration.

A series of Labour MPs—includ‑
ing Rachel Reeves, Stephen Kinnock 
and Emma Reynolds—have come out 
firmly for doing away with freedom 
of movement for workers.

And powerful figures from inside 
the party are trying to undermine 
the referendum result and the party’s 
leadership.

Tony Blair slithered out from under 

his rock to declare, “We’re 
the insurgents now.” 

Sir Keir Starmer, the 
anti‑Brexit shadow Brexit 
 minister, said that “the 48 percent 
feel like they’re being written out of 
history”.

These are the figureheads of the 
movement that is trying to pull the 
Labour leadership away from making 
demands for workers and towards 
the interests of the bosses. 

That makes the need for a strong 
workers’ movement to pull in the other 
direction more important than ever.

Don’t let May and Johnson dictate terms

Corbyn stands up 
for migrants but 
other Labour 
figures whip up 
racism

‘‘ 

Italy’s referendum backfired badly on the ruling class last year

Banks on the brink again as Italian 
government faces a fresh crisis

 THE EU is heading for 
another crisis. The Italian 
referendum defeat for 
Matteo Renzi at the end 

of last year has highlighted the 
fragility of the economy.

Paolo Gentiloni, became the 
new prime minister after Renzi 
resigned. He entered office to be 
greeted by a howling banking 
crisis.

Monte dei Paschi di Siena 
(MPS) bank, Italy’s third largest, 
was on the verge of going under 
and had to be bailed out by state 
funds.

Under EU rules any state 
funding to a bank must be 
accompanied by losses for the 
bank’s depositors, including 
workers and family businesses.  

Such a move will be politically 
explosive.

The Financial Times columnist 
Wolfgang Munchau gloomily 
predicted, “One day Italy will 
be led by a party in favour of 

withdrawal from the euro. When 
that happens, euro exit would 
turn into a self-fulfilling prophecy.

“This would imply the biggest 
default in history. The German 
banking system would be in 
danger of collapsing.”

There is terror about 
“contagion” where the fall of one 
bank spreads problems to others, 
just as in 2008.

Subsidiary
The pressure on MPS has also 
focused attention on UniCredit, 
Italy’s biggest and most important 
lender, which has been looking 
to raise as much as £11 billion 
in fresh capital and offload 
£17 billion in bad debts.

Unicredit owns 
Hypovereinsbank, Germany’s 
fourth largest bank.

Banca Nazionale del Lavoro, 
Italy’s eighth largest lender, is 
owned by BNP Paribas, France’s 
biggest bank, while Cariparma, 

the country’s 11th largest lender, 
is owned by Credit Agricole, 
another French bank.

Deutsche Bank, Germany’s 
largest bank, also has a 
substantial Italian subsidiary.

The potential for financial 
chaos is clear.

Elections are scheduled in 
the short or medium term in the 
Netherlands, France, Germany 
and Austria.

In each case right wing populists 
are making a strong challenge. 
That’s an obvious danger in terms 
of the rise of racism, but it also 
could see further hammer blows 
against the EU. 

The question may become not 
so much what Britain looks like 
when it exits the EU in 2018, but 
what sort of EU will exist by then.

It’s in the interests of workers 
across Europe, whether they live 
in countries that are in the EU or 
not, to unite against the bankers’ 
and the bosses’ agenda.

We can’t trust the Tories on the EU deal
AFTER THE Leave vote 
TUC general secretary 
Frances O’Grady said 
that working class people 
“must not pay the price for 
the economic uncertainty 
caused by Brexit”.

That is a good principle, 
but what does it mean? 

The TUC says that, “The 
top priority is to protect 
access to the EU’s single 
market”. But the single 
market is a mechanism 
to enforce neoliberalism 
across a continent.  

O’Grady’s other solution 
to economic uncertainty 
was to appeal to Theresa 
May to push ahead with 
projects such as the third 
runway at Heathrow, and 
the nuclear power station 
at Hinkley Point. 

But the Tories were 
fully committed to these 
projects anyway—and 

they aren’t in the interests 
of working people.

It’s a mistake to look to 
the Tories to get the best 
from Brexit. 

Brexit will raise 
fundamental questions 
about what sort of society 

we want to live in. 
Socialists, however they 

voted in the referendum, 
have to make their voices 
heard.

We have to leave 
behind the divisions 
before and after 23 June. 

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn could do the 
whole working class 
movement a great service 
by heading up a radical 
set of demands that break 
from capitalist logic and 
instead put workers first.

Don’t capitulate 
to racism
ANTI-RACISM HAS to 
be at the heart of all 
the Brexit debates.

Ukip, many Tories 
and the right wing 
press see harshly 
curbing migration as 
the central question.

Some Labour people 
have gone along with 
them.

While polls show 
that immigration is 

an important issue 
among voters, this is 
hardly surprising given 
the levels of racism 
being pumped out by 
politicians. 

And a 
large majority 
or people 
support 
guarantees of 
the rights of 
EU nationals 
who live in 
Britain.

The centrality of 

racism to the debate on 
Brexit makes initiatives 
such as the Stand Up 
To Racism conference 
on 4 February and 
building solidarity with 
refugees even more 
important. 

It means 
defending EU 
workmates’ rights 
and coming on 
the 18 March 

SUTR protests 
in London 
and Glasgow.
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{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ESSEX
The February 1917 
Russian Revolution
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL

LONDON: EALING
In the era of Trump—how 
powerful is the media?
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge, YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
A rebel’s guide to 
Eleanor Marx
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Royal Hotel,
Ablewell St,WS1 2EL

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

NATIONAL
It’s our NHS national 
demonstration
Sat 4 Mar,
central London.
Called by Health Campaigns 
Together with the 
People’s Assembly and
supported by the Unite union 
For more information go to 
healthcampaignstogether.com

National demonstrations: 
Refugees and Migrants 
Welcome—Stand Up To 
Racism, Islamophobia 
and Antisemitism
Sat 18 Mar,
London and Glasgow.
Organised by 
Stand Up To Racism
Marxism 2017
Thu 6 - Sun 9 Jul,
central London.
Organised by the SWP 
swp.org.uk

ABERDEEN
Wed 11 Jan, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 11 Jan, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT  
Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

BRADFORD
Thu 12 Jan, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ

BRISTOL
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

BURNLEY
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St,
BB11 1NR

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm, 
St Paul’s,
Hills Rd,
CB2 1JP

CARDIFF
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community  
Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

COLCHESTER
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,
CO2 7ET

DUNDEE
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

EXETER
Thu 12 Jan, 6.30pm, 
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St,
EX4 6AW

GLASGOW
Thu 12 Jan, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 11 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade 
(near both train and 
bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LANCASTER
Thu 12 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 12 Jan, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: BRENT 
AND HARROW
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove, 
W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 11 Jan, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd 
SW2 1EP

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd 
(corner Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd), 
N15 3QH

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station), 
SE10 8JA

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 11 Jan, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove 
(next to Morrisons 
car park), 
E15 1HP

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 11 Jan, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St ,
E2 6HG

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd  
(off Hoe St),
E17 4QU

MANCHESTER
Thu 12 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting  
House,
6 Mount St,  
M2 5NS

MEDWAY
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

NEWCASTLE
Thu 12 Jan, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, 
NE1 6HQ

NORWICH
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way 
OX4 1YH

PLYMOUTH
Wed 11 Jan, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF                                                                                                                                        

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, 
PO5 4EZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 12 Jan, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), 
S1 2JB

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, 
SO15 2GY

ST ALBANS
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall 
(upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd 
(near St Albans 
City station), 
AL1 3RD

SWANSEA
Thu 12 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, 
SA2 0BP

TELFORD
Thu 19 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington, 
TF1 1PY

YORK
Wed 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,  
YO10 4AH

Prospects 
for socialists 

in 2017 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW
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The White King tries too much—and fails as a result
FILM
THE WHITE KING
Signature Entertainment 
in cinemas 27 January

THE WHITE King is a 
dystopian family drama. 
It’s set in a world of great 
technological advances, 
but the mass of people are 
repressed into a  
peasant-like existence. 

Young protagonist 
Djata is growing up in a 
totalitarian regime, trying 
to free his “traitor” father 
from a hard labour camp.

His world is bleak, with 
relentless poverty, intense 
labour and a violent 

school system. And brutal 
treatment of people in 
desperate circumstances is 
not confined to fiction. 

At the time of filming on 
location in Hungary, the 
government was building 
a wall to keep refugees 
out. 

Sadly, the film tries to 
straddle so many genres 
it doesn’t quite succeed in 
any of them. 

Ultimately it is a 
muddled story and is 
neither searing political 
critique nor good-natured 
adventure. 

It should have tried 
to cover less ground 
as it leaves too many 

unanswered questions. 
We are told that there 

was some kind of uprising 
30 years ago, which led to 
the totalitarian state of the 
Homeland. 

More context would 
have been more useful. 

Actors Jonathyn Price 
and Fiona Shaw are 
delightful as always, and 
shine as Djata’s conflicted 
grandparents.

I can understand why 
this book was adapted into 
a film. 

But it has the 
unfortunate fate of being 
released in the same 
era as bigger budget 
productions such as 

The Hunger Games and 
Divergent trilogies that 
follow a similar theme.

Aside from the implied 
actions of Djata’s father, 
The White King does 
not show anything of 
the resistance to the 
regime. That’s a major 
reason why people like 
dystopian future dramas—
not because the idea of 
floating cars is particularly 
exciting for people. 

It’s about the idea 
that people will always 
challenge the injustice of 
the existing order and try 
to shape the world they 
live in.
Sarah Bates

Hedda Gabler exposes the 
societal pressure to conform
National Theatre’s contemporary translation of Henrik Ibsen’s play satisfies a 
taste for melodrama but many will prefer his early work, says John Baker
HEDDA GABLER is not a nice 
person. In fact, she must be one of 
the most repellent anti-heroines in 
world theatre. 

Hedda is selfish, ill-tempered, 
lying, manipulative, destructive, cruel 
even from childhood, and downright 
demonic in her actions.

It only becomes easier to empa-
thise with her in the latter part of the 
play. The fact that she too is a victim 
is made brutally apparent.

So how did Henrik Ibsen come to 
write this work in 1890?

He was a universally admired pioneer 
of realism and modernism in theatre,  
and a hammer of the bourgeoisie. 

But by the time he wrote Hedda 
Gabler, he’d moved on from the 
examining social issues to a preoc-
cupation with the psychology behind 
people’s actions. 

Straitjacket
Hedda is the daughter of an aristo-
cratic general, who left her nothing 
but his duelling pistols. 

Her  tragedy is that she makes no 
effort to escape the straitjacket of 
provincial middle-class life. 

Having drifted into marriage to a 
man she does not love, she descends 
into a self-destructive spiral. 

By contrast Hedda’s friend Thea 
Elvested faces similar barriers to 
taking control of her life. But she 
treads a path not littered with vic-
tims of malice. 

Respec tab le  soc ie ty  mus t 
have detested this play. Despite 
abandoning direct  advocacy  
of social change, Ibsen does not 
shrink from exposing the pressure to 
conform. 

It takes on the hypocrisy, the sex 

beyond the marriage bed, the corrup-
tion, the centrality of money to peo-
ple’s lives, the imperative to clamber 
up the greasy pole. 

The production is in modern dress, 
there are cans of soft drink, the  
language of Patrick Marber’s transla-
tion is contemporary. 

The impoverished circumstances 
of Hedda’s marriage is suggested 
by the stage being lined by sheets 
of unpainted plasterboard, with the 
joins showing.

It contains no more than a piano, 
a couch, a desk and chair and the 
duelling pistols in their case upon 

the wall. Meanwhile, the intermit-
tently harsh, slanting lighting con-
jures alienation. 

Nuclear
The entry and exit of characters via 
the auditorium emphasise the isolat-
ing nature of the apartment and the 
claustrophobia of the nuclear family. 

The production makes effective 
use of the tinkling of a piano, the 
occasional use of Joni Mitchell’s 
album Blue.

All agree that Ruth Wilson plays 
Hedda well. Kyle Soller impresses 
as her young husband, as do Sinead 

Matthews as a courageous Thea 
Elvested and Chukwudi Iwuji as a 
passionate Lovborg.    

So if your taste runs to melodrama 
given full rein by the director, hurry 
to the National Theatre. 

However, theatregoers who con-
sider themselves socialists might 
prefer to approach Ibsen’s work 
through plays such as A Doll’s House 
or An Enemy of the People.

Hedda Gabler will be broadcast by  
National Theatre Live on 9 March 2017 
—with the cheap seats at Lyttelton 
Theatre already gone this looks the 
best way to avoid forking out £60

THEA ELVSTED, played by Sinead Matthews, and Chukwudi Iwuji as Lovborg Picture: Jan VersweyVeld

Djata in The White King

MUSIC
PROTEST FOR DUMMIES
by Steve White  
& The Protest Family 
Out now. 
stevewhiteandtheprotestfamily.
bandcamp.com

PROTEST FOR Dummies is 
an unashamedly political 
album. 

It never hectors or 
lectures but will make you 
laugh, cry, tap your foot 
and sing along.

“We’re a hardworking 
band, we’re a hardworking 
family” Steve and the band 
declare on this, their third 
studio album. 

Despite the band’s steady 
gig schedule since their 
formation in 2009, this 

is not self-praise. Instead 
it’s a barbed attack on 
successive governments’ 
attempts to co-opt the 
language of the working 
class and to divide us into 
“strivers” and “skivers”.

Musically the band are 
still occupying that space 
that’s neither punk nor 
folk but at the same time 
is both. It’s similar to the 
likes of The Men They 
Couldn’t Hang and The 
Levellers. 

What’s that you say? The 
world’s gone to hell in a 
handcart? This band knows 
a song about that.

Part of a hardworking family

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 1917—Russia’s Red Year  
Tim Sanders and 
John  Newsinger

2 Reminisences of 
RAR—Rocking Against 
Racism 1976-1982  
Roger Huddle and 
Red  Saunders

3 The Leveller Revolution 
John Rees

4 Another day in the 
death of America  
Gary Younge

5 Lenin on the train
Catherine Merridale

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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Russian and 
German soldiers 
celebrate not 
fighting in 
December 1917 
(above). Main 
panel clockwise: 
A protest during 
the February 
revolution, armed 
workers on May 
Day, women and 
soldiers march 
together, an 
outdoor meeting 
of the Petrograd 
Soviet 
Centre: Viktor Deni 
“Death to capital— 
or death under the 
heel of capital!”

H
This is the first of 
series of weekly 
articles on the 

Russian Revolution. The 
Socialist Workers Party 
will also be holding  
events throughout 
the year including a 
major conference on 
4 November.

H
The dates of the 
Russian Revolution 
can be confusing. 

Russia used the Julian or 
Old Style calendar until 
24 January 1918, when 
this was replaced by the 
Gregorian or New Style 
calendar. To convert Old 
Style dates to New Style 

dates, add 13 days. So  
26 October 1917 Old Style 
becomes 8 November 
New Style. Importantly, 
the labour movement 
in Russia celebrated 
International Women’s 
Day and May Day on the 
same New Style date as 
workers elsewhere.

T
H E  R u s s i a n 
R e vo l u t i o n  o f 
1917 ended the 
First World War, 
b ro u g h t  d ow n 
three empires and 

opened the door to a  socialist 
society based on human 
liberation. 

As ruling classes across the 
world shook in horror,  millions 
of people were inspired. The 
working class, always dismissed 
as too stupid or selfish to make 
decisions, now ran society with‑
out any need for the old Tsar, 
landowners or bosses. 

As the Russian revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky said, “The history 
of a revolution is first of all a his‑
tory of the forcible entrance of 
the masses into the realm of rul‑
ership over their own destiny”.

That’s why every pundit—
from the right wing Daily Mail 
to the liberal Guardian—will try 
to bury the revolution under a 
slag heap of lies. 

Desperate to discredit the 
idea that workers can transform 
society, they will claim it was 
just a coup that brought dicta‑
torship and oppression. 

In reality when workers 
seized power in November 
1917, they ushered in a totally 
 different sort of society. 

They had risen up under 
the slogan, “Peace, Bread 
and Land”. Within hours of 
 workers taking control of the 
capital Petrograd, measures 
were brought in to meet these 
demands and give ordinary 
people control over their lives.

Only three years earlier 
Russia had joined the First 
World War, one of the  greatest 
imperialist bloodbaths in 
history. 

It fought alongside Britain 
and France as they strug‑
gled with Germany and 
Austria‑Hungary to carve up 
Europe and the world. 

Now the Bolshevik party, 
which had given leadership 
to the workers’ revolution, 
decreed an immediate end to 
fighting on all fronts.

 

T
HE FIRST World 
War wasn’t ended 
by the armistice 
in 1918, but by 
revolutions that 
b ro u g h t  d ow n 

 warmongering tyrants. 
After 1917, a revolutionary 

wave swept through Europe, 
with revolutions first in Germany 
in 1918 and then Hungary and 
Slovakia in 1919. Workers struck 
and took to the streets. Soldiers 
mutinied in the trenches. 

Along with the war, the 
Russian, Austro‑Hungarian 
and German empires came 
crashing down. The Bolsheviks 
granted the right for people in 
the former Russian Empire to 

decide whether they wanted 
their independence.  

Throughout 1917,  the 
demand for getting rid of the 
old factory managers had been 
growing.

Indeed, in March “carting 
out” had became a popular 
activity in Petrograd, as  bullying 
managers were taken out of 
 factories in wheelbarrows. 

Now the Declaration of 
the Rights of the Toiling and 
Exploited put workplaces in the 
hands of the working class. 

Outside of the cities land was 
taken from the old estates and 
given to the mass of peasants. 

The revolution struck major 
blows for the liberation of the 
oppressed.

For centuries the reactionary 
Orthodox Church had dictated 
“sexual morality”, but now the 
church and state were separated. 

Women were guaranteed the 
right to a divorce, abortion on 
demand and the vote. Russia 
became the first country in the 
world to legalise homosexuality.

Britain’s rulers only conceded 
these rights after mass protests 
much later—equal women’s 
suffrage in 1928, limited abor‑
tion and LGBT+ rights in 1967 
and full divorce rights in 1969. 

These important gains 
weren’t just decrees from above. 

Russian society and ordinary 
people’s ideas changed during 
the revolution. 

T
HE PROCESS of 
fighting against the 
old rulers meant 
that the “muck of 
ages”—reaction-
ary and bigoted 

ideas—could begin to be 
washed away.

This was part of a much bigger 
process of human  liberation. 
Russian  revolutionary Vladimir 
Lenin argued that revolutions 
are “festivals of the oppressed 
and the exploited” who are 
 normally kept down and made 
to feel worthless. 

The revolution unleashed 
people’s creativity as they 
struggled to build a better 
future for themselves, not 
work for a boss or lord’s bene‑
fit. After 1917 there was flour‑
ishing of art,  literature and 
culture.

John Reed was a US socialist 
journalist who reported on the 
Russian Revolution. In his book 
Ten Days that Shook the World, 
he describes how “all Russia 
was learning to read politics, 
economics, history because 
people wanted to know”. 

“We came down to the front 
of the 12th Army, back of Riga, 
where gaunt and bootless men 
sickened in the mud of desperate  
trenches,” he wrote.

“When they saw us they 
started up, with their pinched 
faces and the flesh showing 
blue through their torn cloth‑
ing, demanding eagerly, ‘Did 
you bring anything to read?’” 

This new society was built on 
a much deeper form of democ‑
racy based on the “soviets” or 
workers’ councils. 

In a parliamentary democracy,  
such as Britain, people get to 
vote every five years.  

MPs are elected, but the cap‑
italist state is still run by an 
army of unelected judges, gen‑
erals and top civil servants. 

Real power lies with the top 
bankers and bosses. 

In contrast, soviet democracy 
was based on mass participa‑
tion and workers running things 
themselves. 

Factory, workplace, soldiers 
and neighbourhood coun‑
cils had mass assemblies that 
elected delegates to the soviets. 

Those elected were  delegates, 
not representatives, who could 
be immediately recalled if 
they didn’t act on people’s 
 democratic decisions. 

Having  wi tnessed the 
Petrograd soviet, Reed said that 
“no political body more sensi‑
tive and responsive to the popu‑
lar will was ever invented”.

The soviets had first emerged 
in the earlier 1905 Russian 
Revolution. They were a 
 grassroots creation by workers, 
who used them to direct the 

1917 WHEN
WORKERS  
STORMED 
HEAVEN
A hundred years ago the 1917 Russian Revolution 
ushered in a radical new society. We start our anniversary 
coverage with a look at a year that changed the world

The revolution 
struck major 
blows for the 
liberation of 
the oppressed

‘‘ 
Vladimir Lenin

RUSSIAN  
REVOLUTION

1917

mass strikes against the Tsar 
and bosses. 

The soviets were dissolved 
after that revolution failed, but 
reappeared in 1917 and took on 
a much bigger importance. 

Discontent had been  brewing 
as the war devastated an 
already impoverished society,  
but the final reckoning for 
Tsarism came in February 1917. 

The immediate spark for 
the February Revolution was 
women textile workers striking 
on International Women’s Day 
to demand bread. Mainstream 
historians dismiss their heroic 
struggle as a “bread riot”. 

A strike against victimisation  
at the militant Putilov steel 
works also fed into this. 

O
N 23 February a 
mass demonstra-
tion clashed with 
soldiers—but a 
substantial chunk 
of  the troops 

broke and joined the side of 
the demonstrators. 

Within five days the Tsar was 
gone and a new power known 
as the Provisional Government 
took over.

The Provisional Government 
was led by liberals and reform‑
ist socialists, who aimed to turn 
Russia into a parliamentary 
democracy like the Western 
capitalist countries. 

This was initially popular 
among workers within the sovi‑
ets—after all, a parliamentary 
democracy would be far better 
than the Tsar’s dictatorship. 

Workers and peasants ’ 
demands for change could not 
be met while Russia remained 
fighting an imperialist war. 

B u t  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l 
Government promised to keep 
Russia in the war and didn’t 
want to upset the old social 
order too much. In Russia’s 
large cities, where capitalism 
had begun to develop, there was 
a relatively small but powerful 

working class. Meanwhile peas‑
ants, who made up the bulk of 
the army, wanted to gain con‑
trol of their land from the pow‑
erful landowners. 

People hoped the par‑
ties promising parliamentary 
democracy could deliver on 
reforms, but they failed. 

So after February the working  
class began to radicalise and a 
substantial section began to look 
to the Bolsheviks’ revolutionary  
socialist solutions. Factory 
committees began electing 
Bolsheviks to the  soviets and 
party membership grew from 
10,000 in February to 250,000 
by November. 

This radicalisation was most 
marked in Petrograd where 
workers had already risen in 
July. 

The Bolsheviks fought along‑
side workers, but argued the 
time wasn’t right for a second 
revolution because workers 
outside of the city weren’t with 
them. 

Seeing the situation spiral out 
of control, the Tsarist general 
Lavr Kornilov tried to launch 
a coup. While the Provisional 
Government hesitated, the 
Bolsheviks led resistance and 
gained support among workers. 

B y  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e 
October Revolut ion,  the 
masses were demanding  
radical change, the parties 
supporting parliamentary  
democracy were discredited 
and the old order was desperate  
to reassert itself. 

The Bolsheviks popularised 
the demands of peace, bread 
and land. But they argued that 
only by seizing political power 
could the working class achieve 
them, and raised the slogan, 
“All power to the soviets”. 

Above all 1917 showed—
in John Reed’s words—that 
“workers are capable not only 
of great dreams, but that they 
have in them the power to make 
dreams come true.”

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Did ‘Team Dave’ break rules 
to get Prentis re-elected?

Raymie Kiernan 
writes on an 
investigation into 
alleged malpractice 
in the Unison union 
leader’s election

THE ACTIONS of a group of 
senior Unison union officials, 
known as “Team Dave”, were 
investigated between 19 and 
21 December. 

An Assistant Certification 
Officer (ACO), from the 
trade union watchdog, 
heard evidence of alleged 
widespread malpractice in 
their campaign to get Dave 
Prentis re‑elected Unison 
general secretary.

Prentis won his fourth term 
on 17 December 2015 and 
the election returning officer 
received an unprecedented 
number of complaints. 

His challengers—Roger 
Bannister, John Burgess 
and Heather Wakefield—all 
complained.

The ACO heard how 
assistant general secretary 
Cliff Williams directed the 
Team Dave network of dozens 
of senior Unison employees.

The defence was that 
Team Dave campaigned in 
their personal time. Yet the 
team was founded during the 
union’s  
2015 annual conference in 
a hotel booked and paid for 
using Unison resources.

Williams encouraged it to 
“maximise every opportunity 
to capture support for 
Dave”, to “identify official 
meetings” to “piggyback” onto 
and “integrate” with their 
campaign.

Recorded
Greater London regional 
secretary Linda Perks was 
recorded on 21 October 
2015 instructing paid staff to 
campaign for Prentis.

Perks relayed thanks from 
Prentis for the work staff 
did but warned them not to 
get “caught out saying ‘vote 
for Dave’”. Union rules state 
that staff should not “carry 
out any activities intended or 
likely to affect the election or 
candidature of any person”.

But James Godfrey, a local 
Unison organiser at the time, 
said, “It was a fully united 

management team. The three 
senior regional officials were 
all there.”

Using union resources 
to support candidates is 
prohibited yet Team Dave 
leaflets were stored in the 
region’s office. 

Godfrey said that the code 
to request them—“special 
chocolate biscuits”—was 
“indicative of the subterfuge 
and disdain towards the 
proper conduct of the 
election”.

Another assistant general 
secretary, Roger McKenzie, 
told the hearing he was 
appointed “to investigate the 
actions of Linda Perks” and 
that he was in Team Dave. 

Yunus Bakhsh, the legal 
representative for Burgess 
and others, asked, “An 
investigation into Team Dave 
by a member of Team Dave is 
hardly going to be impartial, 
is it? That tape revealed 
an orchestrated campaign 
against election procedures to 
get Dave Prentis re‑elected.”

Bakhsh added that the 
recording “pointed to Prentis 
having knowledge of the 
actions and Perks having his 
blessing”.

During McKenzie’s 
investigation, Unison’s 
presidential team emailed the 
national executive committee 
(NEC), regional officials, 
service group executive 
chairs, senior and national 
managers, and the London 
region managers.

The email said “an 
independent forensic report” 
of the 21 October recording 
stated “the probability of 
tampering is exceptionally 
high”.

Guidance
The hearing also looked 
at why returning officer 
guidance was changed mid‑
campaign. 
On 15 October last year 
Williams wrote to Team Dave, 
“Remind nominating branches 
that they can publish the fact 
of their nomination together 
with the reasons why.”

NEC member Jon Rogers 
requested guidance from the 
returning officer Electoral 
Reform Services (ERS) about 
the interpretation of election 
procedures. The advice was 
that Team Dave was wrong.

Williams thought this 
was “unfair” and phoned 
Lianne Venner, the senior 
staff member overseeing the 
election, on 16 October, a 
Saturday.

ERS deputy chief executive 
Simon Hearn said ERS was 
told the guidance given to 
Rogers was “incorrect” and 
its “understanding changed” 
after “suggestions” made by 
Venner.

Closing arguments are set 
for 22 February.
For a longer version go to 
socialistworker.co.uk

UNISON MEMBERS lobbied the union’s national executive 
over alleged malpractice in the general secretary election 

Linda Perks 
relayed thanks 
from Dave 
Prentis for the 
work staff did

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
UNISON
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  Activists resist Prevent and racism 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

SOME 60 children a week 
were referred under the 
Tor i es ’  I s l amophob ic 
“Prevent” strategy between 
March 2015 and March 
2016.

Of the 7,500 referrals, 
3,100 were children under 
the age of 18 and 610 were 
under the age of 10. 

Tony Blair’s New Labour 
brought in Prevent in 2005. 

Now the Tories’ Counter 
Terrorism and Security Act 
2015 forces public sector 
workers to spy on Muslims 
for signs of “radicalisation”.

Criticism
New government figures 
show the scale of this racist 
assault. But the state wants to 
bolster it. 

On 27 December Simon 
Cole, chief constable of 
Leicestershire police, lashed 
out against “hysterical” crit-
icism of Prevent as a “spy  
programme”. 

He  c l a imed  i t  was  
“absolutely fundamental” to 
fighting terrorism in Britain. 

But growing opposition 
has forced the authorities 
to try to hide their blatant 
Islamophobia. 

So Cole claimed that 
the Prevent programme 
was about “putting an arm 

around” people at risk of rad-
icalisation.

But Prevent has racism 
and oppression built into 
it.  The figures showed 
that of the 7,500 people 
referred under Prevent some  

54 percent related to “Islamic 
extremism”. 

Anti-racists and Muslims 
are beginning to join forces 
to resist Prevent. 

Around 100 people joined 
a meeting last week on  

fighting the scheme in 
Bethnal Green, east London, 
organised by detainee rights 
campaign Cage. 

Asim Qureshi from Cage 
told the meeting, “Muslim 
children are being taken 
away from their families—we 
have to challenge this. This 
fits into structural racism.”

Sharp
Muslim school and college 
students are at the sharp end 
of Prevent. 

Some local authorities and 
schools take a softer approach 
to implementing the strategy. 

But the Tories are deter-
mined to enforce it and hope 
to use schools inspector-
ate Ofsted to bear down on 
schools and teachers.

Sultana, a school worker 
from east London, told the 
meeting, “We’re a school 
that’s felt the full weight 
of so called independent 
bodies. 

“The head inspector was 
a Muslim man, but there 
was another inspector from 
Whitehall who was sent to 
inspect him.”

She added, “As school staff 

we’ve realised that we can’t 
take this sitting down and 
have to take it on.”

The Islamophobia being 
pushed from the top is driv-
ing racist attacks. 

Some 200 people protested 
in solidarity with a Muslim 
woman who was attacked in 
Chingford, north east London, 
on 21 December. 

It was organised jointly by 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
and Muslim Engagement and 
Development (Mend). 

Anti-racists also held a 
solidarity protest in Currie in 
Edinburgh on 17 December. 

The protest was called 
after two local residents were 
subjected to racial harass-
ment by four white youths.

This shows the potential 
to build a powerful Stand Up 
To Racism movement against 
racism that can push back the 
Tories’ assault. 
Prevent—why we should 
dissent. A new pamphlet 
brought out jointly by Stand 
Up To Racism and Muslim 
Engagement and Development 
for £2 
Email info@standuptoracism.
org.uk to order copies and for 
details of your local group

A PROTEST over racial harassment in Currie, Edinburgh  Picture: Stand uP to raciSm Scotland 
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 Health cuts  
 that leave  
 you howling  
 with rage
Tory health plans leave the NHS 
struggling to keep the health service 
afloat, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans

HEALTH campaigners held 
a “howl of protest” as Tory 

plans to axe hundreds of hospital 
departments and services were 
published. 

Around 70 people joined the 
protest against the Sustainability 
and Transformation Plans (STPs) 
outside Downing Street  on  
23  December .  The  Tor ies ’ 
scheme divides England into 44 
“footprints”, which must slash  
£22 billion between them.

Cathy Augustine is a health cam-
paigner from Oxford who helped 
organise the protest. “We felt it was 
important to highlight that this is 
a significant day in the struggle to 
defend the NHS,” she told Socialist 
Worker. 

Hundreds also joined similar 
“howls of protest” in Grantham, 
Leeds and Liverpool on the same 
evening. The Tories claim that “cen-
tralising” and “consolidating” ser-
vices into larger clinical hubs will 
improve patient care. 

But a closer look at the footprint 
for Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire 
and Berkshire West shows what the 
STPs would mean for patient care. 

It would replace nine hospitals 
with four unspecified “hubs”. 

Wholesale
While some procedures, such as 
heart surgery, are best done in large 
hubs, the Tories’ plan is for whole-
sale cuts. 

The plan includes a dramatic 
downgrade of the Horton General 
Hospital in Banbury. All the acute 
inpatient services at the hospital, 
including maternity, the children’s 
ward, trauma and accident and 
emergency, would be axed.

Those services would be central-
ised at the John Radcliffe Hospital 
in Oxford. This would force all 
those with a serious condition, who 
need a consultant, to travel some  
28 miles in order to be admitted.

This increase in travel time 
would have a serious impact on 
patient care. 

The STPs aim to shift the burden 
onto primary and community care, 

which is based outside of hospital. 
But the Tories have already deci-

mated social care budgets. 
This means there aren’t enough 

social care packages, which are 
agreed between hospitals and local 
authorities, to discharge patients 
safely and at the appropriate time. 

The real aim is to slash £200 mil-
lion across the Buckinghamshire, 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire West 
footprint by 2020. 

But resistance to the STPs is grow-
ing and health campaigners are now 
building for a national demonstra-
tion in defence of the NHS planned 
for 4 March. It is being organised by 
Health Campaigns Together, with 
backing from the People’s Assembly 
and the Unite union. 

In Oxfordshire health campaign-
ers are building on their latest 
action with “howls” across more 
areas on 28 January. 

Cathy said, “We fully support the 
national demonstration and see our 
activity as being additional—and 
part of the build up to 4 March. 

“In the meantime we’re working 
with Keep Our NHS Public, Labour 
Party members and 38 Degrees to 
continue local action.” 

Fighting STPs? 
Tell us about your campaign  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

HOWLING DOWN Whitehall in central London last month  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Councils can reject Tories’ NHS plot— 
 if grassroots activists force them to

GROWING opposition from 
local authorities is becoming a 

major roadblock to implementing 
the Tories’ Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs). 

Councils have to sign off on 
the local plans before they are 
approved.  

North Devon County Council 
became the latest local authority to 
come out against the STPs in the 
run up to Christmas. 

The Tory-run local authority 
passed two motions calling for the 
process to be halted. 

Mobilised
But this was only possible because 
of a powerful local health campaign 
that’s mobilised thousands on 
demonstrations across the area. 

As Dave Clinch from the Devon 
Save Our Hospital Services 
campaign told Socialist Worker, 
“We’re very pleased with the 
result, but for us this is still part of 
an ongoing struggle.”

Devon has already been hit by 
NHS boss Simon Steven’s Success 
Regime. 

Its “A Case for Change” 
report means that accident and 
emergency, children’s, maternity 

and stroke services could be 
removed from North Devon 
District Hospital. 

The plans, which are a threat 
to patients, have now been 
incorporated into the local STP. 

“The distances people will be 
forced to travel will mean people 
are going to die as a consequence 
of these plans,” said Dave. 

Dave explained how they forced 
a Tory council to oppose their own 
government’s plans. 

“We put pressure on the town 

and parish councils, then district 
councils and then pressed the 
county council’s health and well-
being scrutiny committee,” he said. 

But Dave emphasised that this 
lobbying was only successful 
because of the street mobilisations, 
“The key thing was that we put 
lots of people on the streets and 
held public meetings in towns and 
villages across Devon.

“This all built up the 
atmosphere.” 

Hammersmith and Fulham and 
Ealing Labour-run councils in west 
London have already come out 
against the STP plans. 

Organised
Opposition has included 
a 600-strong meeting in 
Hammersmith Town Hall 
organised by the council.  

Around 40 joined a lobby of the 
inner north east London health 
and well-being scrutiny committee 
on Tuesday 13 December.

Now that the STPs have been 
published, they will have to go out 
to public consultation. 

The growth in local groups even 
before they were published shows 
the potential to stop them.

FIGURE IT OUT
 22  billion pounds to be 

slashed from the NHS 
as part of Tory STP 
health plans

  200  million pounds to 
be cut from one 
STP “footprint”—
Buckinghamshire, 
Oxfordshire and 
Berkshire West—
alone

 9  hospitals to close in 
that area, replaced 
by four unspecified 
“hubs”

Protesting in North Devon
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IN BRIEF 

Harrods protest will 
demand pay justice
THE UNITED Voices of the 
World union is set to hold 
a protest against posh 
department store Harrods on 
Saturday over its refusal to 
pay its restaurant workers the 
full service charge. 

Previous protests at chain 
restaurants such as Pizza 
Express have won victories 
quickly and have seen the 
bosses back down. Although 
the practice of taking service 
charges is widespread, it can 
be defeated when challenged.
lJoin the protest Sat 7 Jan, 
2-6pm, 87-135 Brompton Rd,  
London SW1X 7XL.  
For more information go to  
bit.ly/2iWg9Ve

Weetabix factories 
to face walkouts
WORKERS AT Weetabix 
factories in Corby and 
Kettering are set to begin 
a series of one-day strikes 
this week after talks over 
proposed shift changes broke 
down.

The Usdaw union has 
announced that no two strikes 
will take place in any single 
week—but long gaps between 
action could make it easier 
for bosses to resist.

Stop Home Office 
deportation flights
THE MOVEMENT For Justice 
campaign is set to hold a 
protest against deportation 
charter flights outside the 
Jamaican High Commission 
on Tuesday 17 January.

The protest follows the 
charter flight organised by the 
Home Office to deport people 
to Jamaica last year.
lJoin the protest Tue 17 Jan, 
4-5pm, 1 Prince Consort Row, 
Kensington, London, SW7 2BZ. 
For more information go to  
bit.ly/2iuM1kv

Bectu now biggest 
sector in Prospect
MEDIA WORKERS’ union 
Bectu officially merged with 
civil service workers’ union 
Prospect last Sunday.

Bectu is now the largest 
sector of the Prospect union. 
It will keep some autonomy 
and elect its own executive.

But merging means strike 
votes will have to be approved 
by Prospect’s executive 
committee. It has also had 
to disaffiliate from the CND 
campaign against nuclear 
weapons and from the Labour 
Party on a right wing basis as 
Prospect believes it has to be 
politically neutral.

Unite calls off bus 
strike in Wirral
A PAY strike by bus drivers in 
the Wirral, Merseyside, was 
called off after their Unite 
union accepted a new pay 
offer by Stagecoach. 

Workers had been set to 
strike for seven days from 
Wednesday, at the same time 
as the area’s main train line is 
hit by engineering works.

 Strikers fight Tories’  
 Post Office selloffs
POST OFFICE workers stepped 
up their fight against closures, 
privatisation, job losses and 
pension attacks with a five-day  
strike last month.

But their CWU union warns 
that bosses plan to announce 
more attacks this month.

Post Office bosses had to 
admit that the strike closed 
some 50 offices around Britain. 

And many more of the  
300 offices affected were kept 
open with managers filling in 
for 3,000 workers the CWU 
said had joined the strike.

CWU rep Mole Meade told 

Socialist Worker that the strike 
had gone “very well”. 

He said the workers were 
“not happy” about having to 
strike for five days but “they 
understand why it needs to be 
done”.

Strikers have fought since 
September to save hundreds of 
high street crown post offices, 
which are directly owned by 
the government.

Bosses want to force 
through privatisation of the 
Post Office, replacing the 
closed offices with franchised 
counters outsourced to 

retailers such as WHSmith.
The strikers also rallied 

outside the Department for 
Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy (BEIS) in central 
London. 

They pointed out that 
the Tory ministers in the 
department were the ones 
responsible for the selloffs.

The Tories have slashed 
funding for the Post Office and 
have pushed a programme of 
privatisation through closures 
and job cuts for years.
lLonger article online at  
bit.ly/2iGOGYk

CWU union members join a Post Office strike rally in central London Picture: Guy Smallman

New offer for cabin crew
by DAVE SEWELL

BRITISH AIRWAYS “mixed 
fleet” cabin crew are set to 
vote on a new pay offer after 
their union Unite called off a 
planned strike on Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day.

Unite has over 2,700 
cabin crew members. 
General secretary Len 
McCluskey said, “It will be 
for our members now to 
decide if British Airways 
has done enough to 
meet their concerns.”

They previously rejected 
a 2 percent pay offer. 

The breathless media 
coverage in the run-up 
to the planned strike 

was a reminder of the 
workers’ strength to 
disrupt bosses’ profits.

The details of the 
new offer have not 
yet been released. 

But it would have 
been a mistake to call off 
the Christmas action for 
anything less than a victory.

Check-in staff, ground 
crew and baggage handlers 
at 18 airports had also 
been set to strike over 
pay and conditions on 
23 and 24 December.

This was called off 
after talks at conciliation 
service Acas with 
employer Swissport saw a 
“breakthrough”, Unite said.

POST WORKERS AIRPORT WORKERS
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ANTI-FRACKING

Campers resist frackers
PROTESTERS HAVE set up 
a protection camp in a field 
in Kirby Misperton, North 
Yorkshire, and have vowed to 
stay until gas company Third 
Energy agrees not to frack 
the site.

The protest is in response 
to a High Court decision 
not to overturn planning 
permission for the firm’s 
proposed fracking well near 
the village.

They are calling on trade 
unionists, environmental 
campaigners, 
community 
groups 
and other 
campaigns 
to join their 
struggle.

Over 4,000 
people objected 
to the well. Parish 
councils, town 
councils and Ryedale 
District Council all 
voted against fracking.

Anti-fracking 
activist Sue lives near 
the village. She said, 
“Democracy has failed 
us and the only 
avenue now 

open to us is peaceful, non-
violent direct action.”

Campers are in good 
spirits despite  
below-freezing temperatures 
over Christmas. Stephanie, a 
supporter from nearby Frack 
Free Scarborough, said, 
“People from all walks of life 
are supporting this camp in  
ever-increasing numbers.”

To end fracking once and  
 for all, protection camps will 
need to be part of a mass 

campaign for a 
total ban. 

That need 
will become 
acute in 2017 
if planning 

applications 
swell. 

A solidarity 
day is planned 

at the Kirby 
Misperton camp in 

February.
Kim Hunter
lInvite a camper 
to speak at a 
meeting, send 
solidarity messages 

Scarboroughfrackfree@
gmail.com

ROYAL MAIL

Bully boss gets the boot after walkouts
STRIKING POSTAL workers 
in Accrington, Lancashire, 
forced Royal Mail bosses 
onto the back foot in the 
run-up to Christmas.

Members of the CWU union  
at the Accrington delivery 
office struck against bosses’ 
refusal to remove a bullying 
manager.

A change of manager had 

been recommended in August, 
but nothing had been done.

Martin Berry, branch 
secretary of the CWU’s East 
Lancs Amal branch told 
Socialist Worker, “There’s a 
manager who’s been bullying 
the staff for some time. Now 
they’ve had enough. 

“The manager was using 
foul and abusive language, and 

there’s also instances of non-
payment of overtime.”

The workers struck twice 
in December and planned to 
strike again. But they called off 
their action after management 
said they would “resolve” the 
issue this year.

Berry said, “Royal Mail has 
agreed to remove the manager 
from office”.

OBITUARY
Liam Currie
1993-2016
LIAM CURRIE was a bold, 
bright young socialist and 
a dedicated working class 
fighter. He was insightful and 
witty, and always willing to 
take a stand and speak out.

Liam’s involvement in 
socialist politics accelerated in 
early 2014 during the Scottish 
independence referendum. 

While studying at Glasgow 
Caledonian University he 
worked tirelessly to support 
the campaign for Scottish 
independence. 

He was also centrally 
and actively involved in the 
Fast Food Rights Campaign. 
The motto of the campaign 
described him very well, 

Liam was definitely “hungry 
for justice.” Liam proudly 
participated in meetings, 
marches and even stormed 
McDonald’s and KFC on 
international days of action 
for fast food workers’ rights. 

Most of all he dedicated 
himself to fighting to make 
the world a better place. 
He actively campaigned for 
the rights of workers, the 
unemployed, disabled and 
refugees. 

He gave generously of his 
time, travelled considerable 
distances and attended 
countless public meetings and 
demonstrations for Palestine 
and against racism, fascism 
and war. 

Liam was in his element 
when discussing and debating 
politics or standing up for 
justice and solidarity. 

A keen internationalist, 
he stood firmly in solidarity 
with the Palestinians. He 
marked International Roma 
Day, said “OXI” to austerity in 
Greece, and demanded that 

Black Lives Matter. He helped 
mobilise against the bombing 
of Gaza, Iraq and Syria. 

Liam became an avid 
collector of political badges. 
He was always ready for any 
demonstration, especially 
for Palestine, complete with 
an assortment of Palestinian 
badges, his Palestinian 
keffiyeh (scarf) and often a 
flag as well. 

He was a courageous and 
very political person, never 
afraid to confront injustice. 

Liam did not just imagine 
a better world, he actively 
fought for it, for peace, unity, 
internationalism, social and 
economic justice. 

You will never be forgotten 
dear comrade. We will 
continue the struggle.
Joshua Brown

Liam Currie

Local resistance is building

Socialist 
Worker 
Appeal
Thanks to all our readers 
and supporters for 
donating to our 2016 
Socialist Worker appeal

We reached £119,043

If you would like to donate 
to help us keep covering 
the stories of struggle 
and solidarity go to 
socialistworker.co.uk 
/appeal

Or call 020 7840 5620



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Glasgow council strikers 
carry fight into new year
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

GLASGOW COUNCIL workers were 
set to continue strikes against  
privatisation on Thursday.

IT workers in the Unison union 
were preparing to walk out for three 
weeks over the Labour-run council’s 
plan to hive off all council IT services 
to a private company.

The 39 workers at Access—a coun-
cil joint venture with outsourcing 
giant Serco that runs the authority’s  
IT service—also struck for three 
weeks in December. 

The dispute centres on the 
£400 million proposed privatisation 
of Glasgow IT services by Labour 
Party councillors. 

They are pushing a deal with the 
Canadian multinational CGI Group.

Labour councillors argue this will 
“save” money but workers want the 
IT service to remain in-house and not 
be privatised. 

They fear terms and conditions 
could be attacked.

Janitors, also in the Unison union, 
working for council-run firm Cordia 
were also set to walk out for two 
weeks from Monday. 

They are fighting a long-running 
battle for payments available to coun-
cil workers.

Those who do physically demand-
ing or dirty work receive an 
additional payment, but janitors have 

been denied it. Rather than settle the  
dispute Cordia bosses have focused 
their attentions on how to undermine 
the workers’ action.

The janitors have been told that 
a long promised “Janitorial Review” 
could lead to changes in their wages 
and conditions. 

But they are keeping up the  
pressure with strikes rather than 
waiting on promises.
lSend messages of solidarity to 
enquiries@glasgowcityunison.co.uk

VICTIMISATION

Strikes could stop academy 
and reinstate Simon O’Hara
A BALLOT for strikes to 
demand the reinstatement 
of sacked NUT union rep 
Simon O’Hara ended on  
15 December last year.

Yet the NUT had not 
released the results of the 
ballot as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

Bosses at Birmingham’s 
Small Heath School 
disciplined Simon after 
he helped to lead several 
strikes there. Workers held 
11 days of strikes in a fight 
to stop the school becoming 
an academy.

Teachers at the school 
escalated their action to 
weekly three-day strikes 
after Simon was suspended 
in January last year.

Three days after Simon’s 
sacking last month, bosses 
announced they had a 
sponsor to turn the school 
into an academy.

They are victimising an 

effective union rep because 
they hope this will help 
them ram through the 
academy plan—and more 
attacks on workers. 

But a sustained 
campaign of strikes could 
stop them in their tracks. 
The national union must 
fight this attack.
Sadie Robinson

Cleaners are sacked after 
resisting attacks on pay
by DAVE GIBSON

THREE CLEANERS at Kinsley 
primary school in Barnsley 
were sacked just before 
Christmas by their private 
employer, Barnsley-based 
company C&D Cleaning. 

Cleaning services were 
privatised and the three 
cleaners had their pay cut 
from £7.85 and hour to £7.20 
when the school became 
an academy last April. 

They also endured attacks 
on their holiday entitlement, 
sick pay and pensions. They 
subsequently went on all-out 
indefinite strike returning 
to work in early December.

Unison regional organiser 
Robin Symonds said, “The 
allegations against the 
Kinsley Three were trumped 
up and we will appeal 
against the dismissals. 

“The Kinsley Three 
stood up for their rights. 
C&D are not used to 

employees standing up to 
them and their response 
was to sack them.”

The Kinsley Three have 
got the backing of the wider 
trade union movement in 
Yorkshire. A determined 
active campaign can win 
their reinstatement. 

lTEACHING ASSISTANTS 
(TAs) in Derby were set 
for a two-day walkout on 
Wednesday and Thursday of 
this week in their battle to 
reverse massive pay cuts.

Labour-run Derby 
City Council imposed 
new contracts on the 
TAs last summer. 

The move saw the low 
paid workers’ pay plummet 
by up to £500 a month.

The Unison union 
represents around 
1,200 TAs in Derby. 

Its members struck for 
four days in December after 
rejecting a divisive offer 
from bosses by 90 percent.

IT WORKERS march during a previous strike 

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

Questions 
raised over 
Haringey deal
THE PLAN to redevelop vast 
swathes of Haringey, north 
London, had a spanner thrown 
in the works last month. 

The council is trying to set 
up a special purpose vehicle 
company with the intention 
of half owning it alongside a 
property developer. 

The deal will see £2 billion 
poured into the Haringey 
Development Vehicle.

Haringey councillors voted 
against the deal, which was 
supported by council leaders. 

They have been put under 
pressure by tenants, residents, 
campaigners and trade 
unionists who held a protest 
outside the council meeting on 
14 December.

It emerged last month 
that senior council figures, 
including leader Clare Kober, 
met with PR firm Terrapin 
Communications for 13 posh 
meals worth a total of £770. 

Haringey Labour Party’s 
chief whip, councillor Adam 
Jogee, works as a consultant 
for the firm.

Terrapin Communications’ 
clients include Lendlease and 
Starwood, two of the firms 
on the shortlist for the special 
purpose vehicle deal.

The firm’s director Liz 
Williams said, “Terrapin 
Communications has never 
discussed Hornsey Town 
Hall with any member of the 
cabinet in Haringey.”

But why did leading 
councillors meet the firm? 

SOUTH LONDON

SOUTHWARK council in south 
London face an obstacle in their 
race to redevelop the Aylesbury 
estate in south London.

Sajid Javid, minister for the 
Department for Communities 
and Local Government, 
stopped the council seizing 
eight homes on the estate 
in September last year. It 
followed years of campaigning 
by residents and activists.

The council launched a 
judicial review challenging 
Javid. This was overturned in 
the High Court on  
22 December.

lCAMPAIGNERS AT the 
Cressingham Gardens estate 
in south London were 
dealt a blow last month. 
A second judicial review 
into the demolition of the 
estate was overturned. 

A previous one had found 
major problems with Lambeth 
council’s proposal for the site, 
not least that it had illegally 
withdrawn renewal options 
from the proposal.

Despite this, the council 
voted for demolition again. 

But campaigners are not 
taking the decision lying down. 

“We still have everything 
to fight for, and will fight 
on to save our homes and 
community,” said Cressingham 
resident Andy Plant.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT bosses in 
Scotland have snubbed workers’ 
union representatives over pay.

Unions submitted a pay claim 
in August last year for a £1,000 
flat rate pay rise. But council 
bosses have yet to respond to it. 

The Unison union called it a 
“disgraceful” way to treat workers 
providing vital council services.

Activists in the unions need 
to push again for officials to 
start balloting council workers 
for industrial action. That is 
the lesson from big disputes in 
Scotland’s colleges last year.

Lecturers and support staff 
both won over pay by striking. 

And with council elections set 
for May across Scotland there 
would be no better way to wring a 
better deal on pay out of councils 
than to use strikes to build up the 
pressure.

Simon O’Hara    Picture: Guy Smallman

SCHOOL WORKERS CINEMAS

Wage war 
rolls on
THE CAMPAIGN for 
the Living Wage at 
Picturehouse cinemas 
moved forward with a 
series of strikes last 
month.

Workers at the Hackney 
Picturehouse in east 
London struck on New 
Years Day. They also 
struck for five days from 
15 December last year to 
coincide with the release 
of a new Star Wars film. 

Workers at the Ritzy 
cinema in Brixton, south 
London, also struck on  
16 December. A new 
ballot for industrial action 
will include workers at 
Picturehouse Central 
near Piccadilly Circus in 
London. 

The Bectu union 
members want the London 
Living Wage of £9.75. But 
bosses have rejected their 
claims.
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 STRIKES TAKE ON  
 ‘SOUTHERN FAIL’   
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

THE TORIES are ignoring 
the woeful service of their 
favourite rail firm Govia 
Thameslink Railway (GTR). 
But Southern rail workers 
are continuing their fight 
into the New Year. 

Train guards in the RMT 
union ended a three-day 
strike this Monday—and 
drivers in the RMT and Aslef 
unions were set to walk 
out for six days from next 
Monday.

Figures from late 2016 
revealed that only 62 per-
cent of GTR’s trains arrived 
on time. 

The firm runs five out of 
the six least reliable train 
lines in Britain.

On GTR’s Southern rail 
service just 56 percent of 
trains ran on time, continu-
ing more than a year of bad 
service. 

But the Tories keep rewrit-
ing the rules to cover up the 
poor performance.

This is not just an indus-
trial dispute. It raises key 
issues about privatisation, 
health and safety and the 
links between the Tories and 
their corporate friends. 

Numerous politicians and 
passengers have called for 

the firm to be stripped of its 
contract to run Southern. 
Instead the Tories are help-
ing GTR wage war on unions.

Workers oppose bosses’ 
plans to extend driver only 
operation (DOO) because it 
undermines safety for eve-
ryone. It would leave drivers 

with sole responsibility for 
safety and get rid of train 
guards. 

But the Tories want DOO 
to be the default across 
Britain’s railways. 

Fat cats are cheering 
them on as it could be worth  
£350 million to them. That’s 

on top of the hundreds of mil-
lions in public subsidies they 
pocket each year.

Passengers are sick of pol-
iticians and the press lying 
about their daily experi-
ence—blaming all disruption 
on workers’ industrial action. 
They know that Southern 

has been a mess for at least 
18 months, well before any 
strikes started.

Some 150 passengers pro-
tested in London’s Victoria 
rail station last month.

They then marched on the 
Department for Transport 
(DfT), demanding Tory trans-
port secretary Chris Grayling 
resign.

Under  pressure ,  the  
government has conceded 
that some passengers can 
claim compensation equiva-
lent to one months’ travel.

Yet because the DfT funds 
GTR’s London and south east 
contract, unlike other rail 
franchises, the firm does not 
feel the hit. 

And with fares rising again 
this week—up to 20 percent 
on some Southern routes—
a chunk of the refund will 
be grabbed back from 
passengers.

Three days’ of drivers’ 
strikes in December shut 
down the busy south east rail 
network, affecting hundreds 
of thousands of people.

Next week’s strike will be 
another powerful reminder of 
workers’ collective strength. 

Other unions—and the 
whole of the Labour Party—
need to support the strike 
effectively. 

WORKERS MARCH in London last November   Picture: Guy Smallman

 Action on the Tube after bosses’ cuts put passengers at risk 
THOUSANDS OF London 
Underground (LU) 
station workers were 
set to walk out for 24 
hours this Sunday. 

The RMT and TSSA 
members plan to strike 
from 6pm in a row over 
staffing levels and safety.

They are fighting back 
against the impact of over 
800 jobs axed in recent 
years. 

A current overtime ban 
has exposed inadequate 
staffing levels on the Tube.

Bosses slashed jobs 
and pushed through the 
closure of ticket offices 
on every station in the 
network in their “Fit for 

the Future” reorganisation 
of stations. 

The RMT said a recently 
leaked record of an 
area managers briefing 
“exposed the chaos” 
created by bosses’ cuts.

Constant 
RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said, “With the 
constant overcrowding on 
stations and platforms it 
is only a matter of time 
before there is a major 
tragedy if we don’t act 
decisively. 

“Our dispute is about 
taking action to haul back 
the cuts machine and put 
safety back at the top of 

the agenda.”
TSSA general secretary 

Manuel Cortes, said, “Our 
members are fed up of 
being made scapegoats 
for passenger frustrations 
with the new—and 
failing—ticket-vending 
machines. 

“They are fed up of 
being pressured into 
overtime to try to cover-up 
the misguided decision to 
cull over 800 jobs.”

 He added, “They are 
also fearful because of the 
systemic failure of LU to 
adhere to safety guidelines 
set in the wake of the 1987 
King’s Cross Fire which 
killed 31 people.”Picketing Lambeth North station in 2014 Picture: Guy Smallman

IN BRIEF

Stop on the 
Central Line
WORKERS AT Central Line 
Tube depots at White City 
and West Ruislip in west 
London were set to strike 
for 24 hours next Monday. 

The RMT union 
members are defending 
a colleague they believe 
bosses have treated 
“overly harshly”.

Virgin pay 
strike vote  
TRAIN DRIVERS on Virgin 
Trains East Coast have 
voted to strike by  
71 percent over pay.

 The turnout was 
82 percent. 

Any action would have 
a significant impact on 
the long distance network 
that stretches from the 
north east of Scotland to 
London. 

Bosses have made a 
new offer, which the Aslef 
drivers’ union is consulting 
members on.

Cleaners on 
GWR strike
CLEANERS WORKING for 
outsourcer Servest on the 
Great Western Railway 
struck last month for two 
days.

The RMT union 
members are fighting 
bosses over a wide range 
of issues.

The union said their 
strike was over “serious 
bullying, claims of 
discrimination and poverty 
working conditions”.
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