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 STOP  
 THIS 
 BIGOT

US SOCIALISTS SAY…

INAUGURATE THE RESISTANCE

by ERIC FRETZ in New York, US

THE ELECTION of Donald 
Tr u m p  h a s  g i v e n  a n  
ideological boost to the most 
aggressively rapacious of the 
ruling class and their free 
market media figures.

But tens of thousands of 
people will take to the streets 
across the US this weekend to 
oppose him. 

Trump has boasted of using 
his wealth and fame to grope 
women. 

He has suggested overturn-
ing the Roe v Wade national  
guarantee of legal abortion.

This has angered many and 
led to the calling of the Wom-
en’s March in Washington on 
Saturday.

Trump is not just more of the 
same. 

As well as the economic 
aspects of his election there 
is the impact on refugees and 
other migrants. 

There are also attempts to 
mainstream racism, sexism and 
homophobia.

Trump’s election has energised 
the right wing. 

He ran a racist campaign, 
and many hard and soft racists 
voted for him on that basis. 

But only a minority of his 
voters voted for him because 
they were racist. 

Worse than the small groups 
of racists who embraced Trump 
were the larger groups of work-
ing class non-racists who went 
along with that racism for other 
reasons. 

Trump’s appeal was that

>>continued on page 3

EUROPEAN UNION

Fight May’s 
vision of a 
racist Brexit 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

TORY PRIME minister 
Theresa May came out for a 
right wing, racist “Brexit” on 
Tuesday. 

May scapegoated migrants 
for the problems that people 
face. 

“The sheer volume has put 
pressure on public services, 
stretched infrastructure and put 
downward pressure on wages 
for working class people,” she 
said—as if she cares about the 
lives of working class people.

“As home secretary, I 
saw how you can’t curtail 
immigration numbers as a 
whole, while there is free 
movement from the EU.”

May added, “What I am 

proposing cannot mean 
membership of the single 
market.”

Since the vote to leave the 
European Union (EU) last 
June, the Tories have been 
torn between bigotry and the 
demands of big business. 

Their friends in the City 
of London financial district 
wanted to maintain access 
to the EU’s neoliberal single 
market. 

But the EU’s rulers made 
clear that it would mean 
keeping the freedom of 
movement for EU migrants. 

The Tories’ right wing 
supporters and backbenchers—
and many senior ministers—
see slashing immigration as the 
main priority. 

They are trying to win over 
Ukip supporters by ramping 
up racism. May tried to fudge 
these divisions with
>>continued on page 2

Theresa May



THERESA MAY giving her Brexit speech on Tuesday 

 Tories could stumble on  
 the road towards Brexit
>> continued from page 1

the meaningless phrases of “Brexit 
means Brexit” and “red, white and 
blue Brexit”. 

Now, in an attempt to assert con-
trol, she has come down hard on 
the side of slashing immigration. 

May ’ s  chance l l o r  Ph i l i p 
Hammond fought to keep Britain 
in the single market. 

Now he has been forced to aban-
don these hopes—and is trying to 
placate big business with promises 
of giveaways (see below). 

But this will not make the 
divisions within the Tory party  
disappear or solve the crisis for the 
ruling class. 

May has come out with a clearer 
position. But time is running out 
for the Tories—who are commit-
ted to triggering the EU’s Article 50  
process for leaving the EU in March.

They also face obstacles.

Delusion
May’s talk of making a Britain a 
“global trading nation” is steeped 
in delusion. The Tories will not 
simply be able to negotiate a free 
trade deal with the EU and the US. 

The Supreme Court is likely 
to rule that MPs and Lords must 
approve triggering Article 50 in a 
parliamentary vote. 

Another legal case is being 
brought forward in an attempt to 
block Brexit. 

The EU’s Article 127 suggests 
there should be a separate process 
for leaving the European Economic 
Area, which includes some coun-
tries not in the EU.

This could slow the process for 
leaving the single market. 

The danger is that opposition to 
May and her racism builds around 
a defence of the neoliberal single 
market. That’s what the Liberal 
Democrats—and some in the 
Labour Party—hope to do. 

We have to seize on Tory weak-
ness to fight for a socialist and  
anti-racist alternative that says, 
“Yes to freedom of movement, no 
to the single market” (see page 5).  

That means building a powerful 
movement against racism and aus-
terity that can unite our side and 
take on the Tories and bosses.  

HILLSBOROUGH

 Retired cops  
 will not be  
 disciplined
EVERY FORMER police officer 
under investigation over 
allegations of misconduct 
relating to the Hillsborough 
disaster will escape disciplinary 
proceedings.

The cops’ pet watchdog, the 
Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) confirmed 
that there would be no 
disciplinary action as all the 
officers have retired.

More than 170 complaints 
have been made in relation to 
the retired officers. They include 

complaints that officers falsified 
witness statements.

Some 96 Liverpool football 
fans died as a result of the 1989 
disaster. 

Police failed to monitor 
numbers in the pens and 
allowed thousands of fans to 
stream into pens that were 
already full.

South Yorkshire Police then 
organised to divert the blame 
for the disaster onto the fans.

New inquests into the deaths 
last April cleared fans of any 
wrongdoing. 

They found that the 96 fans 
were unlawfully killed after 
a series of police failings, 
including superintendent David 
Duckenfield’s manslaughter by 
gross negligence.

The Crown Prosecution 
Service is considering charges 
against 23 police officers, 
organisations and individuals 
relating to potential criminal 
offences.

 Don’t line up with bosses
THE LABOUR Party and most 
trade unions responded to 
Theresa May’s speech by 
attacking her for leaving the 
single market.

The Labour Party said that the 
Tories had breached their 2015 
manifesto promise to stay in the 
single market.

Jeremy Corbyn said, “I think 
we need to have a deal that 
ensures we have access to the 
market. 

“We have British jobs 
dependent on that market.”

He added, “We’ll be putting 
a case for market access within 
parliament. We’ll be putting a 
case for regulation of the labour 
market and all the issues that go 
with that.”

Meanwhile Unite union 
leader McCluskey slammed 
“her determination to appease 
the hard right in her party 
and Ukip by talking tough on 
immigration”.

But he also made a dangerous 
concession to May’s racist 
scapegoating of migrants. 

McCluskey said, “Real 
concerns over the freedom of 
movement can be addressed 
by sensible labour market 
safeguards without abandoning 
the single market.”

We need a robust defence of 
migrants’ rights and freedom 
of movement—without lining 
up with the bosses and bankers 
who want to defend the single 
market.

On other pages...
The single market is no solution 
for workers >>Page 5

Hammond’s back-up plan 
is ‘low tax’ haven for rich
CHANCELLOR Philip Hammond 
unveiled the Tory plan for 
British capitalism if other EU 
leaders don’t accept the Tories’ 
Brexit plans.

He pledged to make Britain 
into a low tax, low welfare 
society. 

Many EU leaders saw 
Hammond as an ally in arguing 
for a “soft Brexit”, which would 
keep much of the present set 
up.  

Now that’s off the table, they 
are unlikely to be sympathetic 
in negotiations. 

Hammond is hoping to use 
the threat of a corporation tax 
and trade war with the EU as 
leverage. 

He threatened, “If Britain 
were to leave the EU without an 
agreement on market access, 
then we could suffer from 
economic damage at least in 
the short-term. 

“In this case, we could be 
forced to change our economic 
model.”

May echoed Hammond’s 
words in her speech when 
she said if the EU sought a 

“punitive deal” it would be 
“calamitous”.

This is part of a desperate 
attempt to prove to the City of 
London and big business that 
the Tories are still on their side 
despite abandoning the single 
market.

Top bankers last week 
resigned themselves to losing 
their “passporting” rights, 
which allows them to trade 
freely within the EU.

Yet the bosses will demand 
something in return.

Philip Hammond

A cop at Hillsborough
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PROTESTS

Anti-racist 
action in 
every state
by SADIE ROBINSON

DEMONSTRATIONS hit 
around 50 states across 
the US last Saturday as 
protesters showed solidarity 
with migrants, refugees and 
Muslims.

Donald Trump has 
threatened to build a wall 
between the US and Mexico, 
and to deport thousands of 
migrants. 

Over 1,000 protesters 
joined a rally in Chicago 
organised by the Illinois 
Coalition for Immigrant 
and Refugee Rights at the 
Chicago Teachers’ Union hall. 

Other events took place in 
Washington, California, Los 
Angeles and San Jose.

In Washington placards 
read, “Resist Trump’s 
Hate” and “Tu, Yo, Todos 
Somos America”—which 
means, “You, me, we are all 
America”.

Union
Max Kim, who came to the 
US from South Korea when 
he was six years old, was on 
the protest. He doesn’t have 
legal permission to stay. 

Max told a local 
newspaper, “I stand here 
because I have nothing to 
apologise for.

“I am not ashamed of my 
status because it is a constant 
reminder to myself that I have 
something to fight for.”

In Chicago Rehab Alkadi, 
who came to the US with 
her son four years ago from 
Syria, joined the Chicago 
protest. She said Trump was 
“scary” as he “has said a lot 
of bad things about Muslim 
people”.

Many protesters vowed 
to join a women’s march in 
Washington this Saturday to 
oppose Trump’s inauguration.

US movement must unite 
and fight to defeat Trump
>> continued from page 1

he was an outsider who campaigned 
to drain the swamp and do things dif-
ferently. Meanwhile Hillary Clinton 
was the personification of doing 
things the same.

Even some people who disagreed 
with the outrageous things Trump said 
felt that at least he spoke his mind. 

A significant minority of these 
Trump voters voted for Bernie 
Sanders in the Democratic primary, 
and many could be won back to 
working class politics. 

Clinton’s failure to inspire anyone 
was key to Donald Trump’s election. 
I argued against a vote for Clinton, 
and still would.

Clinton was a friend of Wall 
Street, the ultimate politics insider, 
and a leading hawk in the Obama 
administration. 

She was perfectly happy mouthing 
a few pro-working people phrases, 
and saying, “Tax the rich and rein in 
Wall Street” when she felt she had to. 

But she didn’t mean any of it. Her 
administration would have 
been horrible for the working 
class, and for world peace.

Limit
Working class people had to 
fight no matter who won—
and we should resist 
Trump. The working 
class is not well organ-
ised, not very confident 
and not in struggle at 
the moment. However, 
mobilisation can limit 
how far Trump can go.

I have seen more 
people looking to enter 
activity after the shock of 
the election. Whether this 
will be big enough or fast 
enough is another thing.

There are not nearly 
enough links between activ-
ists and the unions locally. The 

media linked Trump’s 
election with the “white 
working class”. 

This has not helped 
middle class activists 
or Black Lives Matter 
activists to reach out 
to unions or look to a 

general working class 
strategy.

There are some attempts 
a t  communi ty -based 

self-defence, talk of black anti-racist 
patrols, and so on. 

This is an important emerging 
movement the left should support, 
but not in a way that will exaggerate  
the fear. 

We should keep in mind that  
victories on gay marriage and 
transgender rights started from 
defensive struggles. Fifty years ago 
the Black Panthers were born out of 
self-defence.

But the movement needs to be 
linked to more aggressive and gener-
alised struggles.

Many of Trump’s alienated working  
class voters will be very disappointed 
in his administration and his hand-
outs to the rich. What happens with 
that disappointment rests on two 
main factors.

First is the timing of what hap-
pens in a Trump administration and 
the economy. What will happen with 
jobs? Will the disillusion be sudden 
and collective, or gradual, individual 
and demoralising?

The second factor is the mobilisa-
tion of the left and any public activity 
by the organised working class. 

The march on Washington for 
Trump’s inauguration and the many 
demonstrations the same day are an 
important start. 

Weight
But they will only be effective if used 
to build up confidence and continuing  
activity when folks go home. To my 
eyes it is not apparent that any forces 
with enough weight to do so are 
really working to do this, yet.

A third factor is  that the  
non-electoral right may think Trump 
is not going their way enough. 

Explicitly racist groups, anti-immi-
grant groups, the ex-Tea Party, and 
the Christian fundamentalists may 
try to capitalise on working class 
disappointment. 

This is a major danger. And 
it cannot be fought by trying to 
win people back into voting for a 
Democrat again. 

If the discredited mainstream is 
seen as the only left alternative to 
Trump, people will be more likely 
to move further to the right when  
rejecting Trump.

It is crucial to point out the ruling 
class interests behind this millionaire, 
and the necessity of united working 
class based resistance in the work-
place and outside. 

Support for London demo
OVER 50 MPs, trade unionists,  
anti-racism campaigners, faith 
leaders and others have signed a 
statement calling for support for a 
protest on Friday of this week.

The protest, called by Stand 
Up To Racism, marks the day that 
Donald Trump is inaugurated US 
president. It takes place at 5pm 
outside the US embassy in London 
in Grosvenor Square.

Diane Abbott is shadow home 
secretary and president of Stand Up 
To Racism. 

She said, “There is a link 
between inflammatory speeches by 
politicians and racist attacks on the 
street. Now is the time for people to 
unite and stand up to racism.”

The statement says the election of 

Trump is “deeply disturbing”. It calls 
for an “internationalist answer to 
the divisive politics of despair”.

Supporters include Doreen 
Lawrence and Peter Hain. 

Trade union leaders backing 
it include the PCS union’s Mark 
Serwotka, the NUT’s Kevin 
Courtney, the CWU’s Dave Ward, 
the UCU’s Sally Hunt and Unite’s 
Len McCluskey.

Weyman Bennett from Stand Up 
To Racism said, “Trump’s campaign 
for president was marked by 
constant scapegoating of migrants.

“We cannot allow these ideas to 
become acceptable.”
Longer online—go to bit.ly/2iHcr4A  
To add your name to the statement go 
to standuptoracism.org.uk

lFriday 20 January 
 

Stand Up to Racism has organised protests around Britain in 
solidarity with US activists protesting against Trump’s inauguration

Birmingham Bristol Cambridge Cardiff Chesterfield Edinburgh 
Glasgow Huddersfield Leeds Leicester London Manchester Norwich 

Nottingham Portsmouth Sheffield Swansea Southampton

For local details go to standuptoracism.org.uk

INAUGURATE THE RESISTANCE
NO TO TRUMP’S RACISM

On the march for migrant rights 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
last Saturday

Trump threatens 
abortion rights

IN SEATTLE thousands marched against Trump on Monday 
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 Operations  
 cancelled  
 for cancer  
 patients as  
 crisis grows  
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A “LARGE number” of cancer 
patients have had their opera-
tions cancelled due to “severe 
pressure” in the NHS, a senior 
doctor warned last weekend.  

Clare Marx, Royal College of 
Surgeons (RCS) president, warned 
that cancer services are no longer 
protected. 

“It is increasingly clear that no 
part of the system and no patient is 
immune from the pressure the NHS 
is experiencing,” she said. 

RCS members are reporting that a 
large number of hospitals have can-
celled operations this month. 

Figures released last November 
showed that the NHS had missed 
its target of 85 percent of cancer 
patients receiving treatment within 
62 days.

There is a growing humanitarian 
crisis within the NHS. More than 
four in ten major hospitals declared 
an alert in their accident and emer-
gency (A&E) departments in the first 
week of this month. 

Outrageously Tory prime minis-
ter Theresa May has tried to blame 
health workers for the disaster—and 
told GPs to take up the slack (see 
column, right). 

Yannis Gourtsoyannis is a junior 
doctor in London and sits on the 
British Medical Association’s (BMA) 
junior doctors’ committee. He told 
Socialist Worker, “The NHS crisis 
was caused by the government, not 
a bad winter.

Warning
“We’ve been warning 
them for a couple of 
years that the NHS 
was on the brink—
now we’re sadly 
being proven right.”

T h e  T o r i e s ’ 
Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans 
(STPs) will make things 
worse by slashing hospital 
departments and services 
across England. 

But there is grow-
ing resistance to the 

plans. A 250-strong consultation 
forum for the Cornwall and Isles 
of Scilly STP erupted in anger last 
week. 

Health bosses aim to slash  
£277 million from the local budget. 

Some 100 people joined an 
emergency protest outside the 
Department of Health on Whitehall, 
London, on Thursday of last week. 

It was jointly organised by the 
People’s Assembly and the Junior 
Doctors Alliance. 

Dozens more joined a similar pro-
test outside Bristol Royal Infirmary. 

Health campaigners are now 
gearing up for a national demon-
stration in defence of the NHS on  
4 March in central London. 

Health Campaigns Together 
called the protest, which is backed 
by the Unite union and the People’s 
Assembly.

Yannis said, “It’s important for 
health workers and campaigners 

to come out onto the streets. 
“The preparations are 

going well, with a lot of 
interest in the trade union 
movement, the Labour Party 
and Momentum.”

He added, “We’re in 
talks with the government, 
but the government is not 

listening. 
“Junior doctors may 

need to take fur-
ther industrial 
action later in 
the year.”

BACK STORY
There is a growing crisis in the 
health service as Tory cuts bite
lNearly half of major hospitals 
declared an alert in their A&Es in 
the first week of this month
lThe NHS has missed its target 
for the time it takes to treat 
cancer patients
lNow hospitals have cancelled 
operations—including for cancer 
patients—due to the pressure
lThe Tories have tried to blame 
workers—but resistance to their 
cuts is growing across England

CAMPAIGNERS JOIN a howl of protest against the Tories’ assault on our NHS Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Tories and privateers caused the  
 chaos in the NHS, not migrants
NOBODY CAN seriously deny the 
crisis in the NHS. But some want 
to deflect the blame from the 
Tories and scapegoat migrants 
for the problems.

Health secretary Jeremy Hunt, 
the butcher of the NHS, has long 
denounced “abuse” by “health 
tourists”. 

And the Tories have given their 
blessing to schemes that make 
patients show passports.

Sections of the media are 
cynically ramping up the same 
message.

This is having an effect. One 
poll last weekend showed that 
more people blamed immigration 
for the problems in the NHS than 
government funding cuts. 

Yet a 2013 government report 
on migrants’ use of the NHS 
showed there was no direct 
evidence of “health tourism”. 

The Daily Mail newspaper this 
week claimed that health tourism 
“is thought to cost up to  
£280 million a year”. 

Even if that were true it 
would be nothing compared 
to the £22 billion NHS 

cuts proposed through the 
government’s Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs). 

Nor would it compare to 
the tens of billions of cuts that 
preceded the STPs.

The Tories’ catastrophic cuts to 
social care budgets lie behind the 
health service crisis. 

In addition NHS privatisation 
has almost doubled under the 
Tories. A staggering £48 billion 

of our NHS has been handed to 
private health firms that cream 
off an average 10 percent profit a 
year from their contracts.

These are the real parasites, 
not migrants.

Much of the blather about 
“health tourism” is code 
for “black people receiving 
treatment”. The Mail’s 
“revelations” this week included 
the story of a Nigerian woman 
who gave birth to quads. 

She went into premature 
labour on a flight to London and 
one of the babies died.

What should have happened? 
Should she have been refused 
treatment until she had shown 
she could pay for it? 

Should another baby have 
been left to die?

The government wants people 
to blame NHS workers, or older 
people or migrants in order to 
deflect from its own crimes.

We should not let them fool 
us. Blame Theresa May, Hunt and 
privateer Richard Branson, not 
migrants.
Eleanor Claxton-Mayer 

Tory health secretary Jeremy Hunt

Tory prime minister Theresa May

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

Nicola Sturgeon

 GP slams May and says,  
 ‘We can’t take up slack’
by JACKIE TURNER,  
GP in East London

IT’S OUTRAGEOUS 
that Theresa May 
has said GPs should 
do more to take 
up the slack for 
what’s happening 
in accident and 
emergency units.

The whole of the 
NHS is in crisis—it’s 
not just hospitals. 

We have fewer 
doctors, fewer nurses 
and fewer beds per 
head than any other 
developed country. 

General Practice is 
struggling. A recent 
British Medical 
Association survey 
found that 84 percent 
of GPs fear we can’t 
provide safe care. 

The government is 
trying to deflect blame 
onto those who are 
working really hard—
but the blame lies at 
its door. 

I had my hip 
replaced this month. 
The care has been 
fantastic. Health 
workers go the extra 
mile even though 
they’re under pressure 
and understaffed. 

But GPs cannot take 
up the slack. I know 

plenty of GPs working 
12 to 14 hours a day 
without a break. 

General Practice  
is essential. Some  
90 percent of patient 
contact is done by 
us—that’s about 
340 million patient 
contacts a year.

The Tories’ ultimate 
aim is privatisation 
and bringing in an 
insurance-based health 
service. 

Some argue that 
we should tender 
mass resignations in 
protest—I’m against 
that because the 
government could 
bring in a private 
company. 

Some people, like 

me, say we should 
work to rule. 

We’ve all got to 
be on the 4 March 
demonstration to 
defend the NHS. 

But we also need 
to be involved in our 
local health campaigns 
and getting patients 
involved.

We have to tell 
Theresa May “No—
it’s not safe for our 
patients”. If she insists, 
we have to take more 
radical action by 
closing our lists to new 
patients.

It would be painful 
for us, but that’s 
what will ensure 
safe care and get the 
government to listen.   

Striking junior doctors last year—the crisis is across
the whole of the NHS  Picture: Neil terry

 Maternity risks in Scotland
A BRITISH Medical 
Association (BMA) 
rep in Scotland has 
warned that the 
NHS is heading for a 
crisis with services 
“stretched to breaking 
point”.

Peter Bennie, 
chair of the BMA in 
Scotland, said staff 
shortages could 
lead to “system 
breakdown”. 

His comments 
came days after 
Glasgow’s Queen 
Elizabeth University 
Hospital said it could 

not admit expectant 
mothers due to lack 
of space in maternity 
wards.

First minister 
Nicola Sturgeon also 
confirmed that plans 
for a network of 

trauma centres have 
been delayed.

Shona Robison, 
Scotland’s health 
secretary, recently 
claimed that 
Scotland’s devolved 
health service was 
performing better than 
A&Es in England and 
Wales. 

Bennie said that 
GPs were “fed up” 
with this “mantra”.

In reality the 
Scottish government’s 
austerity measures 
have left it drastically 
underfunded.

 Labour should block attack
THE LABOUR Party 
has called a second 
national campaigning 
day in defence of the 
NHS this Saturday. 

The first day of 
action took place in 
November last year.

In some areas 
this saw rallies and 
protests organised 

alongside groups such 
as Keep Our NHS 
Public.

Yet in others, 
Labour simply used 
the time to canvass for 
votes.

Labour should use 
Saturday to build for 
the demonstration 
on 4 March and as a 

launchpad for a mass 
campaign in defence 
of the NHS. 

Every Labour 
council should refuse 
to back the STPs. 

Some have 
done so—and total 
opposition would be a 
significant problem for 
the government.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

THE SINGLE MARKET IS NO 
SOLUTION FOR WORKERS

 T
HERESA May’s 
programme for 
Brexit is steeped in 
toxic nationalism and 
xenophobia. But nostalgia 

for the European Union (EU) is no 
solution—and neither is clinging 
to the single market.

These represent an 
internationalism of the most 
phony kind, the internationalism 
of bosses.

The people at the top of 
countries enriched by colonialism 
band together to rip off the rest of 
the world—and exploit those at 
the bottom.

The EU claimed to have brought 
peace, yet it has spearheaded 
the build-up of Nato in eastern 
Europe and backed Israeli 
oppression in the Middle East.

It claimed to be about the 
free movement of people. Yet it 
continues to build up a “Fortress 
Europe” of border controls that 
is directly responsible for the 
drowning of 5,000 refugees last 
year alone.

The single market was set up by 
the bosses for the bosses.

It bans many reforms that 
would threaten companies’ profits. 

Renationalising the railways 
or taking back the NHS from its 

privatisers would require a break 
from the single market.

Its rules have even been used 
to fine trade unions for striking—
and are the hope of Southern rail 
bosses as they try to outlaw the 
current strikes.

The single market follows the 
same logic as the TTIP treaty that 
the trade union movement across 
Europe rightly opposed. 

Yet union leaders are lining up 
to defend it.

For example, TUC general 
secretary Frances O’Grady said, 
“If we leave the single market, 
working people will end up paying 
the price. It’d be bad for jobs, for 
work rights and for our living 
standards.”

Such a view is based on the 
fallacy that different classes have a 
common interest.

Bosses say that anything that’s 
bad for profits is bad for jobs. They 
say it about having to pay their 
taxes or the minimum wage. They 
say it about any remotely effective 
strikes.

But letting them get their way 
won’t stop them making layoffs if 
they decide it’s good for business. 
There’s no shortcut to building 
resistance.

There is an alternative to May’s 
racist nationalism and the bosses’ 
single market.

It is to fight for a Brexit that is 
based on working class demands. 

These can be defending the 
NHS, abolishing anti-union laws 
and pushing for a £10 an hour 
minimum wage.

They must include defending 
and extending the rights of 
migrants and refugees as well 
as EU nationals living here, and 
full support for freedom of 
movement. 

And they should defend our 
rights, demand tough action on 
climate change, a new referendum 
on Scottish independence, and 
solidarity with workers across the 
world.

THE INFAMOUS EIGHT
 AS THE rich and powerful 

gather for their Davos 
conference, Oxfam released 

shocking new inequality statistics.
It showed that eight men are 

worth as much as the poorest  
50 percent of the world—some 
3.5 billion people.

It also showed that wealth is 
becoming more concentrated. Last 
year 62 people were worth the 
same amount as the poorest half 
of the world. 

Among the infamous eight are 
Jeff Bezos, founder and CEO of 

poverty-paying firm Amazon. He’s 
worth over £37 billion.

Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft, 
is another. He’s worth over  
£60 billion.

They make Donald Trump’s 
fortune of some £3 billion look 
like small change.

Their empires are built on our 
backs and their wealth comes 
from our labour.

Attendees at Davos will take 
short breaks from guzzling caviar 
and quaffing champagne to nod at 
the figures and murmur platitudes. 

“Something must be done,” they’ll 
say. 

But it’ll be drowned out by the 
tinkling of silverware and crystal 
glasses.

They are there to debate 
the way forward for the system 
which has created the obscene 
concentration of wealth Oxfam 
highlights.

These figures are a stupendous 
condemnation of those who claim 
that there’s “not enough to go 
around”—and an argument for 
socialism.

Single market 
rules have been 
used to fine trade 
unions for 
holding strikes

‘‘ 

Socialist Worker  18 January 2017

Socialist Worker
 For updates from the Trump protests in Washington:  socialistworker.co.uk
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Obama must take 
his share of blame
BARACK OBAMA departs the US presidency amid a 
cloud of praise and nostalgia.

This is hardly surprising. More people voted for Hillary 
Clinton than for Donald Trump. And Obama’s elegance and 
restraint is in marked contrast with the antics of his cunning 
but thuggish successor.

In a society as permeated by racism as the US, Obama’s 
occupancy of the White House was remarkable for having 
taken place at all. And—as his farewell speech in Chicago 
last week reminded us—he is a great public speaker.

But what about the substance? Martin Wolf devoted a 
column in the bosses’ Financial Times newspaper to “How 
Barack Obama rescued the United States economy.” 

Much of his case rests on the fact Obama took office in 
January 2009, in the immediate aftermath of the financial 
crash the preceding autumn.

Wolf quotes the final report of Obama’s Council of 
Economic Advisers, “It is easy to forget how close the US 
economy came to an outright depression during the crisis.”

It’s true that this collapse halted in 2009, and that the US 
economy is now growing faster than the rest of the advanced 
capitalist world. 

Obama deserves some credit for this. But he essentially 
continued the emergency measures taken by the previous 
administration of George W Bush. And, as the Marxist 
blogger Michael Roberts pointed out recently, “The 
‘recovery’ after the end of the Great Recession in 2009 has 
been the weakest in post-war US economic history. 

“US investment and consumption have still not recovered 
to levels relative to GDP seen before the Great Recession.” 

Moreover, research by the Economic Policy Institute 
shows that in 2015 the bottom 95 percent of households still 
had incomes that were lower than in 2007. 

That figure alone is enough to explain why there was a 
pool of anger for Trump to mobilise against the incumbent 
Democrats.

Anger helped to bring Obama to office as well. In 
March 2009 he told the CEOs of the leading banks, “My 
administration is the only thing between you and the 
pitchforks.”

But Obama didn’t use the crisis to at least try to reform 
the neoliberal version of capitalism that has enriched the 
bankers and impoverished everyone else. Instead he restored 
the status quo.

Emergency
Apologists will point to the constraints imposed by the 
US political system. But early 2009 was a moment of 
emergency. And Obama had Democratic majorities in both 
houses of Congress. 

He had no interest in really changing American society. 
This became clear when the administration took over and 
rescued General Motors (GM) and Chrysler. 

Steven Rattner, who oversaw the resulting reorganisation 
of the auto industry, quotes the famous saying of the odious 
Rahm Emmanuel, Obama’s first chief of staff, “Never let a 
crisis go to waste.”

Rattner explains, “We used the growing economic 
catastrophe to achieve changes and sacrifices that would 
have been impossible in another environment.” 

In other words, they used the threat of bankruptcy to force 
the United Auto Workers union to concede plant closures 
and cuts in wages and benefits. These restored GM and 
Chrysler as profitable private sector firms.

Across the board, Obama restored a marginally modified 
version of the existing system. 

He wanted to replace US boots on the ground in the 
Middle East with a methodically organised system of 
targeted drone assassinations run from the White House. 

Even in its own terms this policy failed. Obama sent 
US combat troops back to Iraq and to Syria, and broke his 
promise to pull out of Afghanistan.

Barack Obama’s election was an extraordinary event 
that provoked extraordinary hopes. From the start he 
disappointed them. 

Very soon, the right wing Tea Party movement were 
leading the pitchforks against him. If a candidate who speaks 
their language is now replacing him, Obama must take his 
share of the blame.

Labour council threatens to 
use Tory law against strikers
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

A LABOUR-LED council is 
threatening to use the Tory 
anti-union laws against a 
group of its own workers 
in Kirklees, West Yorkshire.

The shock news came 
last week after social work-
ers announced they were set 
to strike on 27 January and 
begin a programme of indus-
trial action.

The Unison union mem-
bers’ long running dispute 
with council bosses includes 
workloads, pay and manage-
ment bullying. 

But council chiefs gave 
the union the ultimatum to 
call off the strike by 4pm on 
Monday or they would “take 
immediate steps to obtain an 
injunction”.

Kirklees Unison branch 
secretary Paul Holmes said 
union members “will be furi-
ous” about the threat. 

He added, “If they carry 
on with their threat of legal 
action we would look at bal-
loting the whole membership 
of 6,000 members.”

The council’s actions come 
in the aftermath of an Ofsted 
report that found Kirklees 
children’s services to be 
inadequate. 

Failing
The report said the council 
was failing in all the areas 
that Unison has campaigned 
on for five years.

“Unison members have 
clearly understood that the 
best way to fight privatisation 
would be to fight now to win 
their basic demands,” Kirklees 
Unison chair Nick Ruff (pc) 
told Socialist Worker. He said 
the injunction threat from the 
Labour council was “unprec-
edented in that it will be the 

first Labour administration to 
use the courts to stop demo-
cratically supported strikes. 

“The consequences for 
Labour and Jeremy Corbyn 
could be disastrous,” he said.

Labour’s shadow chancel-
lor John McDonnell promised 
in 2015 to lead a national 
fight against council cuts. 
Instead Labour councils are 
managing Tory austerity.

T h e r e  w e r e  a n g r y 

denunciations of Labour 
councillors at a protest out-
side Tower Hamlets town hall 
in east London on Tuesday of 
last week. Tower Hamlets is 
one of Britain’s poorest bor-
ough council areas. 

Ram
Yet Labour is looking to ram 
through £58 million cuts 
that would include slashing 
youth services and privatis-
ing nurseries.

Bristol’s Labour mayor 
Marvin Rees has announced 
cuts of £102 million while 
trying to raise council tax by 
5 percent.

Rees added that the coun-
cil should “do fewer things 
ourselves, with partners, vol-
unteers or community groups 
taking on other services.” In 

Glasgow Labour has been at 
war with several groups of 
workers providing council 
services for one of Labour’s 
many council-owned firms. 

Outsourced workers have 
fought to demand better  
conditions and council 
employees are opposing more 
privatisation. 

In Derby and Durham, 
Labour councils are facing 
resistance from thousands of 
teaching assistants over pay 
cuts of a quarter.

It’s time McDonnell and 
Corbyn launched a real fight 
against council cuts.

JOHN MCDONNELL (right) on a council workers’ picket 
line. But why are Labour councils making Tory cuts?

Start campaign against school cuts
SIX EDUCATION unions 
have denounced Tory cuts 
to school funding as a 
“national scandal”.

The Tories claim that 
schools in need of more 
money will benefit from 
their new “funding 
formula”.

But as the unions point 
out, the changes will hit 
some 98 percent of schools 
across England. 

The NUT, ATL, NAHT, 
GMB, Unison and Unite 
unions said primary 
schools stand to lose an 
average of £339 per child 
by 2019-20. For secondary 
schools the figure is £477.

The cuts will lead to job 
losses, bigger class sizes, 
cuts in support for children 
with special educational 
needs, and slashing of 
subjects.

Nine out of the ten 
constituencies set to lose 
the least have Tory MPs.

The NUT has called on 
local branches to organise 
campaigning events 
against the cuts in the run-
up to the government’s 
budget on 8 March. 

The cuts have the 
potential to unite school 
workers, parents and 
others in a mass campaign.
Sadie Robinson

Marching against funding 
cuts         PICTURE: GUY SMALLMAN

On other pages...
Council workers resist the 
cuts >>Page 18

Bristol mayor Marvin Rees

FIGURE IT OUT
 98%
of schools across England 
are to be hit by the 
funding cuts

 15% 
of funding—what schools 
will lose in the hardest hit 
constituency, Bermondsey 
and Old Southwark

 90% 
of the ten least badly hit 
constituencies have Tory 
MPs
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 Corbyn’s   
 ‘populism’  
 could tap  
 into anger 
Jeremy Corbyn ‘relaunch’ can help—
but he must stop backsliding on 
immigration, writes Nick Clark 

LABOUR LEADER Je remy 
Corbyn’s speech to the Fabian 
Soc ie ty ’s  con fe rence  l as t 
Saturday was a better “populist 
relaunch” than his official popu-
list relaunch earlier that week.

The speech was much more 
like the ones he gave to mass  
rallies during his leadership election 
campaigns.

It blamed the Tories, the “super-
rich”, the “privileged few” and their 
“rigged system”. He also suggested 
practical measures, such as publicly-
owned energy companies, universal 
childcare and large-scale council 
house building.

Corbyn made a show of defend-
ing migrant workers, but he 
also repeated the suggestion 
that low pay is caused by bosses 
hiring migrant workers. He even  
suggested that migrants were taking 
British-born people’s jobs. 

But there is no evidence 
that migrants are to blame for  
unemployment or low wages. 
Corbyn has to stop making danger-
ous concessions to racist arguments. 

Desperately
Yet mostly his speech was an 
encouraging sign that the “popu-
list relaunch” could tap into the 
anger in society—something Labour  
desperately needs to do.

It came at the end of a torrid 
week for Labour. The party did 
badly in two council by-elections 
and came behind the Tories in one 
poll on who would better manage 
the NHS crisis.

Tristram Hunt, Labour MP for 
Stoke Central, also resigned to 
take a high-paying job at the V&A 
museum in London. 

Hunt is firmly on the party’s right 
and is no loss—under him Labour’s 
share of the vote fell drastically in 
Stoke Central. In the last election 
support for the racist Ukip party 
shot up—meaning the coming  
by-election could be difficult.

By the end of last week Labour 
right wingers began to hint again 
that Corbyn should go. But it was 
clear from the Fabian conference 

that they are clueless. Everyone 
argued that Labour had to be seen 
to be tougher on immigration, but 
no one could quite agree on how. 

Lower 
MPs Emma Reynolds and Stephen 
Kinnock argued for their “progres-
sive” immigration controls that  
discriminate against lower paid and 
non-EU migrants. 

Meanwhile MP Margaret Hodge 
demanded deportations. 

Beyond that none of them really 
knew what to do about Labour’s 
crisis.

Walthamstow MP Stella Creasy 
said Labour’s troubles had some-
thing to do with a “cultural division”.  
What this means wasn’t clear—but 
it had something to do with TV 
series Mrs Brown’s Boys. 

Corbyn came closest when he 
spoke of engaging with people who 
voted Leave because “it was their 
first chance to exercise a bit of real 
power and say what they thought 
about a system that was stacked 
against them”.

Corbyn’s “left populism” could be 
Labour’s best chance of doing that—
but it will have to be based on a rise 
in working class struggle.

On other pages...
Taking the fight against racism 
into workplaces >>Page 17

BACK STORY
Jeremy Corbyn had another 
‘populist’ relaunch last week
lHis speech at the Fabian 
Society conference attacked the 
“super-rich” and the Tories
lHe advocated nationalisation 
and council house building
lBut he also made dangerous 
concessions to arguments 
around immigration. 
lThe right wants to oust Corbyn 
as leader but it is split 
lConcessions to racist ideas will 
only weaken Corbyn’s position

JEREMY CORBYN’S speech was similar to ones he gave to mass leadership rallies  Picture: Neil terry

Focusing on internal battles is a dead 
end for Labour left group Momentum
SHOCK CHANGES to Momentum 
last week threaten to make the 
Labour left group narrower 
and more inward-looking. They 
will mean that new Momentum 
members will have to also be 
members of the Labour Party. 

Existing Momentum members 
will also have to have joined 
Labour by 1 July or be “deemed 
to have resigned” according to 
the group’s new constitution.

Momentum is also now 
committed to affiliating to 
Labour. The changes were forced 
through by the group’s founder 
Jon Lansman as part of a faction 
fight inside the organisation. 

They were designed to exclude 
Lansman’s opponents.

Annual 
Momentum will now have its 
first annual conference on  
18 February, but without 
any votes. A new national 
coordinating group will make 
most of the decisions nationally.

Many ordinary Momentum 
members are unhappy with 
the changes. Mick Skiggs, a 
prominent activist in Portsmouth 
Momentum, told Socialist 
Worker, “There’s a lot of 
people upset with it. We were 
a grassroots movement that 

wanted to campaign around 
issues—not fight each other.”

Many Momentum groups have 
focused on building broad-based 
campaigns against austerity and 
racism.

Mick said, “We’ve had public 
meetings on the NHS. We had 
doctors and nurses coming and 
talked about what we’ll do—
there’s even been talk of direct 
action.”

He added, “We’ve been 
campaigning for anti-austerity 
Labour candidates and been part 
of Stand Up To Racism.”

But the changes threaten to 
cut Momentum off from people 
outside Labour—and could mark 
a turn away from campaigning.

An email sent to Momentum 
members last Saturday 
announced the coming launch 
of Momentum Solidarity. It will 
“support groups and members to 
engage in community activism”.

But the problem is that—with 
some local exceptions—both 
sides of the faction fight in 
Momentum have become fixated 
on internal campaigning.

This is a dead end. 

Momentum founder Jon Lansman has pushed though changes  
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Brutish air 
is a bloody 
awful bully 
to strikers
Cabin crew at British Airways are 
standing up to intimidation from 
their bosses, writes  Dave Sewell 

BRITISH AIRWAYS (BA) cabin 
crew were set for their second 
round of strikes from Thursday. 
Their bosses are punishing those 
who joined the last walkout by 
denying them work—and pay.

Sam, a Unite union member, told 
Socialist Worker, “We struck for two 
days. But those who were down to 
do a trip for longer than that were 
marked as taking industrial action 
for the whole trip. 

“People have called in saying 
they’re willing to work, but they’ve 
not been paid.”

The dispute is about poverty 
pay in BA’s “mixed fleet” section. 
Workers struggling on as little as 
£12,000 a year are forced to top up 
their income with allowances from 
their flights.

Slogan
BA’s main slogan is “to fly, to serve”. 
On strikers’ homemade placards it 
becomes “to fly, to starve”.

Sam said, “Some people were on 
nine day trips and face losing the 
whole nine days’ pay. 

“That’s about a £400 hit to 
their salary, plus losing all their 
allowances.

“BA are trying to get their own 
back for the industrial action. 

“We’re on full time contracts, so 
we’re looking into whether that’s 
even legal, but we also need to 
ramp up the strikes.”

The dispute involves almost 
3,000 workers, based at London 
Heathrow airport but with some 
pickets and protests at other 
airports. 

They were set to strike on 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

All new BA cabin 
crew have been hired 
into the mixed fleet, 
on worse terms than 
existing staff, since 
Un i t e  backed 
down first in a 
previous dispute 
in 2010. 

Bosses are play-
i n g  d o w n  t h e 

union’s ability to resist now. But 
strikers accuse the company of “cov-
ering up” the impact of their action.

Sam said, “They say everything 
was normal, but we know they had 
to charter flights and put people up 
in hotels. 

“They cancelled 48 flights in 
advance so they didn’t have to 
cancel them on the day.

“The day after they cancelled a 
lot more flights, in advance, because 
of a bit of snow. 

Advance
“Normally they don’t cancel flights 
in advance because of weather, but 
see how it is on the day. 

“They were trying to save face 
because they were short of crew 
and had spent so much on under-
mining the strike.”

The 2010 dispute could have 
been won. And this one can win. 
BA’s actions have only added to 
workers’ anger—and the experience 
of striking together has boosted 
their confidence.

Sam said, “There was a larger 
turnout than we expected, and 
support has only grown since. 
Everybody’s really united now. 

“And this will be a longer strike 
that could cause more disruption.

“Of course we don’t want to be in 
that situation of causing disruption. 
But it’s the only way we can make 
the company listen.”
To send messages of support or to 

donate to the fighting 
fund go to  
bit.ly/2jotYQc

ON THE picket line at Heathrow last week Picture: SocialiSt Worker

PENSIONS

Shareholders of large companies rake 
in billions that could pay off deficits  
BIG FIRMS constantly bleat about 
how they cannot afford their 
pension schemes. 

But research by a pension 
consultancy company shows that 
nearly half of Britain’s top 100 
companies could have cleared 
their entire pension deficits with 
the payment of just one year’s 
dividends that are paid out to their 
shareholders.

The companies in the FTSE 
100 index handed out £69 billion 
to shareholders, more than five 
times the £13 billion they made in 
pension contributions. 

Dividend payments go 
overwhelmingly to people who are 
already very rich.

Cleared
Of the 60 companies that say their 
pension scheme is in deficit, 46 
could have cleared their whole 
shortfall by withholding a year’s 
dividends. 

These included BP and 
Royal Dutch Shell, the energy 
groups, GlaxoSmithKline, the 
pharmaceutical maker, and 
Unilever, the consumer goods 
group. 

The Pensions Regulator, the 
toothless government body 
supposed to watch over the 
health of pension schemes, has 
recommended safeguarding 

schemes by redirecting some 
dividends. But the JLT Consultancy 
that produced the research says, 
“We did not find much evidence of 
employers adjusting their dividend 
policies following guidance.”

In fact, instead of securing 
future pension payments, 
companies are shutting down the 
present schemes and replacing 
them with worse ones.

This means they can keep the 
money for profits and dividends. 

Last week Royal Mail announced 
it had begun “consulting” workers 

on the fate of its 90,000-member 
scheme. In recent months, Tata 
Steel UK, BMW, Marks & Spencer 
and US multinational Honeywell 
have laid out similar plans. 

The CWU union that organises 
Royal Mail workers said that any 
unagreed pension changes will 
spark a national strike ballot.

When the bosses and the 
government come with their sob 
stories about pensions, unions 
should not give in to the blackmail. 

The money is there to fund 
decent pensions for all.
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Yassar wasn’t 
“neutralised”
AFTER THE shooting 
of Yassar Yaqub a 
spokesman for armed 
police officers was asked 
on Radio 4 about all the 
killings by police. 

He said he thought 
“killing” was too strong a 
word and gladly provided 
his own euphemism—
“neutralised.” 

Yassar Yaqub was 
not “neutralised”. He 
was murdered by West 
Yorkshire Police.

Dave Ramsden
Bradford

lTHE POLICE claim 
Yassar Yaqub was a drug 
dealer with a gun in his 
car.

It’s funny how you 
never hear of white drug 
dealers being shot dead 
by police.

Tegs Parry
on Facebook

lTHE KILLING of Yassar 
Yaqub is shocking.

This is what happens 
when police are armed.

Sheila Benson
on Twitter

Revolution is 
an inspiration
I LIKED your introductory 
article on the Russian 
Revolution (Socialist 
Worker, 3 January).

The revolution is an 
inspiration to us in times 
when it feels like we 
can’t change anything.

It shows what ordinary 
people can achieve in 
overthrowing their rulers 
and creating a new 
society.

Alice Greenlees
Swansea

Don’t vote for 
Labour racism
THE LABOUR MPs 
calling for English 
language tests and 
regional visas have no 
shame (Socialist Worker 
online bit.ly/2i5xP4x).

They give left cover 
to racism—but Socialist 
Worker still calls for a 
vote for Labour.

Anthony Dooley
on Twitter

I support the 
Tube strike
OVER 800 London 
Underground jobs 
providing vital safety 
cover have been cut.

When I travel on the 
Tube I want to be able to 
do so safely. 

That’s why I support 
the Tube strike.

James Eaden
on Facebook

My story shows why all of us 
should back Southern strike 
RECENTLY WHILE travelling by 
train from Glasgow to London I 
became ill.

A friend contacted the train 
guard who made an 
announcement over the PA system 
requesting help from any doctors 
on board.

While I was being treated by a 
doctor, the guard contacted 
Cumbria emergency services for an 
ambulance. 

When the train arrived at 
Carlisle, the paramedics were 
waiting and took me to Carlisle 
Hospital for treatment.

Later I wondered what would 
happen if someone fell seriously ill 
on a driver-only operated train—
the kind that Southern Rail are so 
desperate to introduce.

What happened to me illustrates 
perfectly one of the issues at the 
heart of the dispute with Govia 
Thameslink Railway (GTR)—
Southern’s owner—and the Aslef 
and RMT unions. 

Guards on trains are essential 
for health and safety, and put 
passenger safety and well being at 
the core of what they do. 

By contrast, GTR’s shameless 
pursuit of profits puts passengers 
at risk.

GTR management and 
Department for Transport director 
of passenger services, Peter 
Wilkinson, not only don’t care 
about passengers but have 
contempt for the unions and their 
members. 

Disgracefully, Wilkinson has said 

that he wants a “punch-up” with 
the unions and has called train 
drivers “muppets”. 

GTR, Wilkinson and the Tory 
government want to break the 
unions.

This must not happen. Faced 
with a Tory-inspired bullying and 
vindictive management, the unions 
have no alternative but to escalate 
the strikes planned to take place 
this week. 

Every trade unionist, activist 
and rail passenger should send 
messages of support and solidarity 
to the rail unions as well and 
donate to the strike fund. 

Their fight is our fight. Together 
we can win.

Alex  Muir
Glasgow

 Recipe for  
 good chefs
A RESTAURANT comprises 
several sections. My chefs 
work upwards of 50 hours 
a week.

 It isn’t the hours worked 
or the intensity of a busy  
and pressured service, nor 
even working Saturdays, 
that constitute the sacrifice 
at this end of the restaurant 
business. 

It is ambition and 
commitment to a 
successful career at the top 
end that drives the crew 
toward the extra effort 
called for, a clear and 
focussed desire to see and 
learn from the best. 

The comparisons with 
the theatre are apt.

Shaun Hill
Head chef, the Walnut Tree, 

Monmouthshire

 It’s not a bad  
 Prospect
I BROADLY agree with  
your article raising 
concerns about the merger 
of the Bectu and Prospect 
unions (Socialist Worker,  
3 January).

But it’s worth noting that 
the Prospect executive has 
to my knowledge never 
rejected any requests for 
industrial action ballots. 

Moreover socialist 
activists within Prospect 
have won the union over to 
a position where it now 
describes itself as 
“politically independent” 
rather than “politically 
neutral”. 

This is an important shift 
and it is hoped by many 
activists that the merger 
will strengthen that and 
other shifts to the left.

Tom Machell
Prospect CMD Sector Executive 

(personal capacity)

 The councils  
 and refugees
HACKNEY STAND Up to 
Racism is putting pressure 
on Hackney council to take 
more Syrian refugees and 
unaccompanied children.

Only three families were 
given sanctuary in the 
borough by last Christmas. 
This is pitifully low. 

At a meeting with two 
councillors last week, 
refugee support groups and 
Hackney Stand Up To 
Racism discussed what the 
council could do. 

There was frustration at 

the council’s slow pace, but 
also practical suggestions 
for improvements.

The councillors expressed 
a willingness to put across a 
pro-refugee message. 

There needs to be real 

pressure from councils 
across London on the Home 
Office to cough up more 
funds—pressure backed by 
lobbies and protests.

Gareth Jenkins
East London

 Let’s have a real fight  
 to save our theatre
TORY Scarborough borough 
council has disgracefully 
voted to demolish the 
unique Futurist Theatre. 

It could have given us 
back our building at no 
cost, but prefers to spend 
£4 million on demolition. 

It will then hand the land 
to multi-millionaire, 
Tory-donating, anti-union 
Flamingoland owner 
Gordon Gibb. 

The people of 
Scarborough put up a 
spirited defence of the 

building, culminating in a 
200-strong march last week. 

So I was disappointed at 
a recent public meeting 
when the Labour group 
leader simply said “Vote 
Labour” to avoid more of 
the same. 

Limiting action to the 
ballot box in two years time 
will see another cherished 
building demolished. 

Let’s create the fighting 
opposition our town needs.

Kim Hunter
Scarborough

Just a 
thought...

Hackney Stand Up To Racism supporters delivered aid to Calais
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699,000 – the number of public 
sector jobs the Tories are still 
planning to cut
50 – percentage of new jobs in 
the first quarter of 2010 that 
“underemployed” people who 
wanted more hours
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 TRUMP ANNOUNCED last 
week that he will leave his 
empire in the hands of his 
two sons, Donald Jr. and 

Eric, as well as company CEO 
Allen Weisselberg.

He is desperate to 
deflect criticism of his 
conflicts of interest.

It is fanciful to think that 
Trump will not retain an interest 
in his former businesses 
while in office, particularly if 
they are run by his sons.

In total, his cabinet has a 
combined wealth of at least 
£10.7 billion (see boxes). 
It’s more than the wealth 

of the 70 poorest countries 
in the world combined. The 
idea that his government 
will defend the interests of 
ordinary people is laughable.

Who are his rivals at the top?

 IN THE primary stages of the 
election process Trump faced 
opposition from the majority 
of the Republican party 

establishment.
Those hostilities remain.
Trump’s bitter rival Paul Ryan 

used allegations concerning 
Trump’s ties with Russia to 
attack him last week. He 
said that Trump “will learn to 
appreciate” the intelligence 
community after the president-
elect accused the FBI and CIA 
of leaking documents.

Ryan also poured cold 
water on Trump’s plans for a 
deportation force, saying that 
there will be no one “knocking 
on your door this year”.

Allegations about Trump’s 
personal life and connections to 

Russia emerged on Wednesday 
of last week. That would 
have been an ideal time for 
Republican opponents to make 
a move, but most of the party 
in congress issued statements 
backing Trump.

Yet tensions emerged again 
the next day when Trump’s 
choice for secretary of state, 
Rex Tillerson, faced hostile 
questioning at a senate hearing 
into his nomination. Mark Rubio, 
who challenged Trump at the 
primary stages of the election, 
grilled Tillerson about his ties 
to Russian president Vladimir 
Putin.

Trump’s position is far from 
unassailable. Militant protests 
and working class action can 
make his position untenable.

What will Trump’s first term 
mean for ordinary people?

 FOR BLACK and Latino 
people, women and  
LGBT+ people, the 
prospect of a Trump 

presidency is terrifying.
He and his Christian 

fundamentalist vice president 
Mick Pence hope to roll back all 
the gains that were won through 
struggle in the late 20th century.

As governor of Indiana Pence 
introduced a law which forced 
women to bury unborn foetuses. 
Trump has called Mexicans 
“rapists”. Attorney general Jeff 
Sessions used to support the  
Ku Klux Klan. These are tastes of 
the things to come.

During his election campaign 
Trump used racism to tap into 
the misery of ordinary people’s 
lives. He talked of jobs going 
abroad or being “stolen” by 
“illegal” migrants.

A recent study showed that 
the average wage for the poorest 
half of US adults—117 million 
people—stands at £13,170 a 
year before tax.

Yet Trump’s tax policies will 
increase the already huge gulf 
between the rich and everyone 
else.

His income tax cuts will 
hand the richest 0.1 percent 
a 19 percent tax cut while the 
poorest 1 percent will get just 

7 percent.

And it’s estimated that the 
proposed tax cuts will add over 
£9 trillion to public debt over 
the next decade. That could be 
an excuse to gut services such 
as public education and welfare 
which the poorest rely on.

Trump also wants to scrap 
Obamacare. This is a crooked 
and flawed health policy, yet it 
gave 20 million people in the US 
access to healthcare. 

But hundreds of thousands 
of people, if not millions, have 
already protested against his 

presidency. More demonstrations 
are planned for the weekend 
of his inauguration. Trump is 
nasty—but he’s unlikely to get 
an easy ride.

Is there anything corrupt 
about Trump’s new cabinet?

What does ‘protectionism’ 
mean—and can it save jobs?

 TRUMP’S rhetorical 
solution to the poverty 
of ordinary people has 
been to slam firms for 

taking jobs to other countries—in 
particular Mexico.

His response is to hand 
out perks to businesses—a 
tactic used by Democrats and 
Republicans for decades.

When the firm Carrier/United 
Technologies announced it 
would be taking a plant, and 
800 jobs, from Indianapolis to 
Mexico, Trump intervened. It 
cost nearly £6 million in tax 
credits from the state of Indiana.

A 2012 investigation found 
that state, town and city 
governments were giving away 
over £65 billion a year in perks 
to firms to stop them from 
moving. And in states that don’t 
hand out incentives, corporate 
tax is often low or non-existent.

Some of Trump’s proposals 
could cause him problems. For 
instance, he has threatened 
to increase import tariffs to 
35 percent for some companies. 
But if he does other countries 
could follow suit, trashing 
Trump’s plan to turn the US into 
an export-driven economy.

And international ruling 
classes will oppose Trump’s 
economic policies if they hit the 

movement of capital 
worldwide.

Trump has said he 
will pull the US 
out of the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership and 
opposes the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (Nafta).

These trade deals haven’t 
benefited workers in the US or 
elsewhere—which is why many 
unions rightly oppose them.

But there is a danger of 
unions being sucked into 
supporting Trump. The United 
Steelworkers went so far as 
to endorse Wilbur Ross, the 
billionaire set to become 
commerce secretary (see box).

Now the United Autoworkers 

union has said it wants to work 
with Trump to defeat Nafta.

Union membership has 
plummeted from 20 percent 
of workers in 1992 to just 
12 percent today. 

That has led to right wingers 
holding onto power through 
deals with bosses.

Looking to protectionism and 
Trump to defend workers is a 
disaster. Working class people 
have to put forward their own 
vision of society—one which 
isn’t tied to a fictional “national 
interest.”

Will millions be deported?

 TRUMP WANTS to launch 
a disgusting campaign 
of mass deportations of 
“illegal” migrants.

Previously he planned to 
deport as many as 11 million. 
Now he says he will target “gang 
members” and “drug dealers”.

“We have a lot of these 
people, probably two million—it 
could be even three million,” he 
said. “We are getting them out 
of the country or we are going to 
incarcerate.”

This is a recipe for even more 
hate crimes, which the FBI secret 
police says have spiked since 
Trump’s election. But Trump’s 
racist immigration policies are a 
continuation of Barack Obama’s 
deportation programme.

Anthony 
Enriquez from 
the Immigrant 

Defence Project pointed out, 
“The infrastructure to carry 
out his announced plans 
already exists. The idea of mass 
deportation has already been 
normalised.”

He said Trump is likely to 
widen the definition of an 
“illegal” immigrant in order to 
meet his targets.

According to the Department 
of Homeland Security there were 
1.9 million “removable alien 
criminals” in the US in 2013. 

If Trump’s plans go ahead, the 
number of migrants in detention 
could rise from 45,000 people a 
day to three million.

Some states, such as 
California, have speculated 
about refusing to cooperate. But 
it will take a mass movement 
to pressure states into defying 
federal law.

As Donald Trump’s inauguration to the White House 
looms closer, Alistair Farrow draws up a guide for 
taking down the boss of bullying and bigotry

CREEPY CABINET
The monsters and millionaires on 
Trump’s gold-plated team
lJared Kushner, 
Trump’s son-in-law 
—set to be a key 
adviser. His business 
interests include a 
New York real estate 
empire and other 
investments. He has 
promised to sell off 
his private interests.
lJeff Sessions, 
attorney general— 
forced to promise to 
abide by federal law 
at his nomination 
hearing. Worth 
£6.1 million.
lRex Tillerson, 
secretary of state— 
former ExxonMobil 
CEO. Worth £300 
million. Had interests in 
156 different companies 
or “entities” before 
assuming office. Has 
close personal ties with 
Vladimir Putin.
lBetsy DeVos, 
education secretary—
billionaire heiress. 
School voucher 
programme. Family 
worth £4.2 billion.
lWilbur Ross, 
commerce secretary— 
former asset-stripper. 
Worth £2 billion.

CREEPY CABINET
The monsters and millionaires on 
Trump’s gold-plated team

lAndrew Puzder, 
labour secretary—
CEO of CKE 
restaurant empire. 
Opposes rises in 
minimum wage and 
increasing amount 
of workers entitled to 
extra overtime pay. 
Allegations of abuse.
lBen Carson, 
housing and urban 
development 
secretary—worth 
£21.3 million.
lRyan Zinke, interior 
minister—supports 
expanding coal and gas 
extraction industries. 
Once said, “Climate 
change is not a hoax, 
but it’s not proven 
science either.”
lSteve Mnuchin, 
treasury secretary 
—former Goldman 
Sachs executive. 
Worth £37.7 million.
lRick Perry, energy 
secretary – Former 
Texas governor. Worth 
£2.5 million.
lDonald Trump— 
Forbes magazine puts 
the new president’s 
own personal wealth 
at £3 billion. Golden tower—one of many buildings Trump named after himself

A Ford factory in Mexico where the firm
has moved all its small car production

United Auto Workers union members in the US

The racist Ku Klux Klan has already
had a boost from Trump’s election

Protesters take on Trump’s immigration policies in Cleveland

Right wing Republican Congress leader Paul Ryan is no fan of TrumpDemonstrations against Trump—like this one in Florida—began before he took office

Trump’s sons Eric and Donald Jr



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ESSEX
The 1917 February 
Revolution in Russia 
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Police, racism and the state
Thu 26 Jan, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BOLTON
Was Robert Burns 
a socialist?
Thu 26 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),BL1 1DY
CAMBRIDGE
Fascists in the US—
who are the alt right?
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP
CARDIFF
Did the Russian Revolution 
lead to socialism?
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Fascists in the US—
who are the alt right?
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,  S40 1QN
HUDDERSFIELD
Revolutionary ways of 
seeing art—the ideas 
of John Berger
Wed 25 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LANCASTER
Syria—revolution, 
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
The shape of 
imperialism today
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: HARINGEY
Can Corbyn beat the Tories?
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH

LONDON: NEWHAM
What is cultural 
appropriation?
Wed 25 Jan, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Why is capitalism 
addicted to fossil fuels?
Wed 25 Jan, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St 
(opposite Bethnal 
Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Is a robot after your job?
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MEDWAY
The case for a left Brexit
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre,
272 High St, ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Fascists in the US—
who are the alt right?
Thu 26 Jan, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, Market St,
NE1 6HQ

PORTSMOUTH
What does it mean 
to be a revolutionary 
socialist today?
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Corbyn and Labour 
today—can socialism come 
through parliament?
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

SWANSEA
Marine Le Pen in 
France—could a fascist 
become president?
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Environment Centre,
Pier St,SA1 1RY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL                
Prospects for 
socialists in 2017
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW
YORK
Will the trade union 
leaders ever lead a fight?
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,  YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

NORWICH
Trump and foreign 
policy—dangerous 
directions for the world
Wed 25 Jan, 7pm, 
Norwich Quaker 
Meeting House,
Upper Goat Lane, 
NR2 1EW.
Organised by Norwich 
Stop the War
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Remembering the Holocaust 
—the lessons for today
Thu 26 Jan, 7pm, 
Islington Town Hall,
Committee Room 1,
Upper St, 
N1 2UD.
Organised by Stand 
Up To Racism.
standuptoracism.org.uk

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

ABERDEEN
Wed 25 Jan, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS

BRIGHTON
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF

COVENTRY
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 26 Jan, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 2 Feb, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, 
N7 6QT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,

141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist  
Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

ST ALBANS
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall 
(upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd 
(near St Albans City  
station),
AL1 3RD

After his inauguration—
can Trump be stopped? 

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

The Holocaust—why we say never again
BRADFORD
Thu 26 Jan, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ

DUNDEE
Wed 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

HARLOW
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX

LONDON: EALING
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 26 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU

MANCHESTER: 
CHORLTON
Wed 25 Jan, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF

MANCHESTER: 
CITY CENTRE
Thu 26 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 26 Jan, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

BOOKMARKS 
the socialist 
bookshop

£3

£3

£2

£3

BOOKMARKS 
the socialist 
bookshop

£3

£3

£2

£3

1 Bloomsbury St,  London 
WC1B 3QE l 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

BOOKMARKS 
the socialist 
bookshop

£3

£14.99

£3

£9.99

1917: RUSSIA’S 
RED YEAR

A graphic history of 
revolution by Socialist 
Worker's cartoonist Tim 
Sanders and columnist 
John Newsinger

Protesters against Trump’s election in San Francisco last November

Socialist Worker  18 January 2017



 REVIEWS & CULTURE 13
Socialist Worker 18 January 2017

Splinterlands—we need to fight to write a new ending
BOOK 
SPLINTERLANDS 
by John Feffer 
Haymarket Books 

ANYONE LOOKING 
for hope of a better 
future won’t find it in 
Splinterlands.

Foreign policy analyst 
John Feffer’s dystopian 
novel is a believable but 
pessimistic view of the 
kind of future the global 
situation could produce.

It’s 2050. There are 
no global empires left. 
Europe is racked by war, 
with the European Union 

(EU) a distant memory. 
US capital Washington 
DC was destroyed by an 
“extreme weather event” 
in 2022. Brazil, Russia, 
India, and China have all 
splintered.

Protagonist Julian West 
contemplates the world he 
predicted in his decades- 
old seminal academic text, 
which shares the book’s 
title.

He is writing an updated 
report commissioned, or 
so he thinks, by shadowy 
corporation CRESPR 
International.

Capitalism’s 
inequalities have only 

been amplified in the 
Splinterlands of 2050 by 
decades of crisis. 

The roots of this 
“market authoritarianism” 
are traced to a “nationalist 
international”, the early 
warnings of which were 
the elections of Donald 
Trump, Marine Le Pen and 
others.

Utilising virtual reality 
technology, West’s 
“avatar” reconnects with 
his estranged family who 
are now scattered across 
the world.

One of West’s sons has 
grown obscenely rich off 
“disaster economics”. 

Feffer argues it could 
have been different. “If 
several EU countries 
hadn’t set up internal 
borders against refugees, 
migrant workers and 
perceived terrorists.

“If the US hadn’t 
made one last effort to 
preserve its global military 
‘footprint,’ if the world 
community hadn’t paid 
mere lip service to its 
previous commitments to 
curb carbon emissions, the 
story might have turned 
out differently.”

We have to fight for a 
different, better, ending. 
Raymie Kiernan

You won’t believe the truth 
about Trump and fake news
As fake news dominates our social media in the era of Donald Trump,  
Simon Basketter looks at how lies are manufactured and who profits
US PRESIDENT-ELECT Donald 
Trump screamed “fake news” 
at a press conference last week 
in response to some piss-taking 
allegations.

A dubious document produced by 
a British spy has been published by 
BuzzFeed and referenced by CNN.

It was a novel turnaround as 
many in the mainstream media had 
claimed fake news was responsible 
for Trump’s election.

Fake news is more than simply 
news you don’t like. It isn’t the Sun 
newspaper claiming Jeremy Corbyn 
is dancing a jig at the cenotaph when 
he was merely walking down the 
street.

It isn’t even fake when the 
Guardian newspaper suggested that 
Yassar Yaqub was a drug dealer since 
an anonymous neighbour said so.

So what is fake news? The growth 
of social media has created a crisis for 
the mainstream media as readers go 
online and use social media for news. 

Chamber
People like to share, follow and friend 
things they have an affinity to. But 
this also creates an echo chamber. 

This chamber provides advertis-
ers with a group of people who share 
interests and ideas.

That creates a market to exploit. 
It is also why Facebook wants you to 
post photos and videos on their site 
rather than on a competitor’s.

The focused advertising uses algo-
rithms to target adverts to your inter-
ests. If you can tap into this market 
there is money to be made—tiny 
amounts per click but it mounts up.

Sensationalism is an integral 
part of journalism. But the pressure 
to cash in encourages “click bait” 

headlines. The Daily Mail newspaper 
has a sidebar of shame with celebri-
ties in swimwear.

But others have crashed the 
market. Some fake news is produced 
purposefully to make money from 
the click advertising. They focus on  
producing what would get clicks. And 
if it works, they exaggerate it to get 
more clicks.

Bizarrely some of this doesn’t exist 
at all. One cyberforgery ring has cre-
ated over half a million fake internet 

users and 250,000 fake websites 
to trick advertisers into paying out 
millions.

Crooks
Where crooks and big business go the 
state is never far behind. The spooks 
of a state creating fake news is noth-
ing new.

From the British producing the 
Zinoviev letter in 1924 to prove that 
the Labour Party was run by the 
Bolsheviks, it is standard practice.

What has changed is some of the 
methods.The Syrian civil war has 
produced fake news from overzeal-
ous supporters of one side or another. 
But much was produced deliberately 
by states as a propaganda war. 

There are three reasons fake news 
is here to stay and you won’t believe 
number three. One, the drive to 
profit. Two, the lies needed to defend 
those profits. And three, Donald 
Trump is US president.
Longer version on bit.ly/2jBtcw8

A stark look at our future? 

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  1917—Russia’s red year
Tim Sanders  
and John Newsinger 

2  Reminiscences of 
RAR—Rocking Against 
Racism 1976-1982
Red Saunders and  
Roger Huddle

3  1917—stories and  
poems from the 
Russian Revolution
Boris Dralyuk (Editor)

4 Landscapes— 
John Berger on art
John Berger and Tom Overton

5 Fascism—what it is and 
how to fight it
Astra Taylor

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

THEATRE 
THIS HOUSE
Directed by Jeremy Herrin 
Garrick Theatre,  
Covent Garden, 
London WC2H 0HH. 
Tickets from £12 
Until 25 February 
nationaltheatre.org.uk

IS A political revolution 
coming? Will the Labour 
Party collapse? 

Can the United Kingdom 
stay united?

The year is 1974, not 2017. 
The House is dramatic and 
satirical at how the Labour 
government of 1974-79 tried 
to hang onto office as it 

sold out its working class 
supporters and compromised 
with the establishment.

 Set in the House of 
Commons, the play focuses 
on the world of the Whips.

They go to often farcical 
lengths to influence a divided 
set of bitterly MPs from left 
and right.  

While limited by its 
focus on parliamentary 
manoeuvres, it remains a 
thrilling take on politics. 

A house divided 

DONALD TRUMP accuses CNN of ‘fake news’
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READ MORE
lA Night Out with Robert 
Burns—the Greatest 
Poems 
by Andrew O’Hagan and 
Robert Burns 
£7.99 

lDiscovering the Scottish 
Revolution, 1682-1746 
by Neil Davidson 
£19.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

demonstrations and attacked 
printers who published the 
Rights of Man and other radical 
works.

Burns had been optimistic 
that the movement for parlia-
mentary reform would succeed, 
but he was proved wrong.

In 1793-4 the notorious  
treason trials, presided over by 
the vengeful Lord Braxfield, 
took place in Edinburgh.

Radical Scottish lawyer 
Thomas Muir was convicted 
of “seditious practices” and 
“exhorting persons to purchase 
and peruse wicked publications 
and writings”.  This was a refer-
ence to Paine’s Rights of Man.

Muir was sentenced to  
14 years transportation to a 
penal colony in Australia.

Similarly, William Fysse 
Palmer, a Unitarian minister 
from Dundee, was sentenced to 
seven years.

P
ITT’S government  
r a m p e d  u p 
r e p r e s s i o n  i n 
1795  w i th  the  
“gagging acts”—
t h e  S e d i t i o u s 

Meetings and Treasonable 
Practices Acts. These draco-
nian laws effectively outlawed 
free speech.

The reform movement in 
Britain was driven under-
ground, although in Ireland it 
continued until the defeat of the 
United Irish Rebellion in 1798.

It was only a matter of time 
before the Pitt government’s ire 
turned to Burns. 

Soon enough he was being 
investigated “as a person dis-
affected to government”. The 
elaborate spy network set up 
by the Lord Advocate Robert 
Dundas was also keeping a 
close eye on Burns. 

It was only Burns’ fame as a 
poet and his personal contacts 
that stopped him from being 
arrested and tried for sedition.

Some of Burns’ most radi-
cal work was written at this 
time. The Dagger is a superb 
satire advocating support for 
the French Revolution and 
parliamentary reform—and a  
scathing attack on Burke. 

Similarly The Tree of Liberty 
supports both the French and 
American revolutions and 
laments the repression of the 
reform movement in England. 

It would become a potent 
symbol of the Scottish reform 
movement. 

His iconic A Man’s a Man 
For A’ That denounces aristo-
cratic power and privilege and 
champions equality. “The rank 

is but the guineas stamp … The 
honest man, tho’ e’er sae poor, 
Is king o’ men for a’ that,” it 
goes. 

The poem ends with perhaps 
one of the best known of Burns’ 
lines—“That Man to Man the 
warld o’er, Shall brithers be for 
a’ that.”

By 1795 Burns was seriously 
ill, but he did not recant his rad-
ical views as some critics have 
suggested.

In June 1796, an ailing Burns 
wrote a defiant letter to Maria 
Riddell shortly before he died.

“If I must write let it be 
Sedition or Blasphemy,” he 
writes.

We should celebrate Burns 
as a radical poet, a champion 
of the poor and the oppressed.

He stands clearly in the  
tradition of revolutionary 
change.

Burns was in 
correspondence 
with radicals such 
as feminist Mary 
Wollstonecraft 
(top). The ruling 
class try to absorb 
Burns—here on a 
£10 Scottish bank 
note (above)

R
OBERT Burns’ 
real, radical  
l e g a c y  i s  
buried by the 
rul ing class 
who l ike  to 

claim him as “their own”.
Most people associate 

the 18th century Scottish 
poet with singing Auld 
Lang Syne on New Year’s 
Eve or Burns Supper events 
marking his birthday on  
25 January. 

At such events, we’re pre-
sented with a sentimental 
and romanticised portrayal 
of Burns.

Bu t  Bu rn s ’  poems , 
songs and letters reveal 
a revolutionary, who was 
unapologetically on the side 
of the poor and oppressed. 

He was born into a family 
of tenant farmers in Alloway, 
Ayrshire, in 1759.

I t  was  a  per iod of  
revolutionary upheaval and 
new ideas—which would have 
a lasting effect on his work. 

As capitalist development 
t r a n s f o r m e d  f e u d a l 
agriculture, most farmers 
were pushed into a life of 
brutal, grinding poverty.

This is brilliantly captured 
in Burns’ poem The Vision, 
where he describes himself as 
“half mad, half fed and half 
sarket” (clothed).

Religious
But the development of capi-
talism also gave birth to the 
“Scottish Enlightenment”.

This great intellectual flow-
ering—and Burn’s Presbyterian 
religious upbringing—had a big 
impact on his work.

At the time two groups—the 
“New Lichts” (new lights) and 
“Auld Lichts” (old lights)—
were waging a war for the soul 
of Scottish Presbyterianism.

Burns supported the New 
Lichts, who were influenced by 
the Enlightenment’s egalitarian 
ideas.

His satirical monologue Holy 
Willies Prayer is a scathing 
attack on the religious hypoc-
risy of the conservative Auld 
Lichts.

But Burns wasn’t just an idle 
bystander during this tumultu-
ous period.

He wrote poems, songs 
and letters to radical newspa-
pers, such as The Edinburgh 
Gazetteer, in support of the 
1765 American Revolution and 
1789 French Revolution.

His song Ballad on the 
American War (1784) was 
one of his first openly political 
songs.

It expresses support for the 
American Revolution, and the 
disarray it caused William Pitt 
the Younger’s Tory government.

After reading it, prominent 
Scottish clergyman Hugh Blair 
allegedly remarked “Burns’ 
politics always smell of the 
smithy”.

This radical politics ran 
throughout his work. But by far 
the biggest influence on Burns 
was the French Revolution.

He uses Ca Ira, the French 
revolutionary song, in some 

of his poems and songs such 
as his The Rights of Women  
in 1792.

This poem also shows that 
Burns was limited by the  
dominant beliefs of his time,  
but supported much greater 
freedoms for women.

Part of one version of Ca 
Ira translates as, “It shall be 
so, liberty will be established, 
despite the tyrant everyone will 
rise up.”

Burns was accused of sing-
ing Ca Ira in a Dumfries Theatre 

and disrespecting the king by 
keeping his hat on during the 
national anthem.

One of Burns’ most famous 
poems, Scots Wha Hae from 
1793, is sometimes wrongly 
characterised as nationalist. 

In fact, it concludes by 
invoking the Tennis Court Oath 
of the French revolutionaries, 
“Let-us-do or die!” 

The last verse reads, “Lay the 
proud usurper low! Tyrants fall 
in every foe! Liberty’s in every 
blow! Let us do—or die!” 

Burns wasn’t just a passive 
commentator and he tried to 
help the French Revolution. In 
his job as an excise man Burns 
bought four canons from the 
Rosamund, a ship impounded 
for smuggling.

He then sent them to help 
the new French revolutionary 
government.

Nor did Burns just champion 
revolutions abroad—he backed 
the movement for parliamen-
tary reform in Britain.

Burns was a member of a 
number of radical clubs and 
associations that sprung up 
in the wake of the French 
Revolution.

T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  t h e 
Edinburgh Crochallan Fencibles 
and the Dumfries Friends of the 
People.

He was also in correspond-
ence with some of the leading 
radicals of the time, such as 
feminist Mary Wollstonecraft, 
ant i - s lavery  campaigner 
William Roscoe and Scottish 
republican Maria Riddell.

Burns’ support for these rad-
ical causes influenced others. 
His support for Irish freedom 
inspired the Ulster Weaver 
poets, who backed the 1798 
United Irish Rebellion and 
its Belfast Northern Star 
newspaper.

He believed that people in 
any country had the right to 

rebel against a government that 
did not rule in the interests of 
the people.

The organisations and causes 
that Burns was associating  
himself with were clearly  
radical and revolutionary. 

As the French Revolution 
took hold and support grew 
in Britain, Pitt’s government 
launched a brutal crackdown 
on radicals.

But this didn’t deter Burns—
in late 1794 he declared we 
should shed no tears for a 
“perjured blockhead” after the  
execution of King Louis XVI.

T
HE intel lectual 
figurehead of the 
reactionary back-
lash in Britain was 
the conservative 
Edmund Burke. 

In his Reflections on the 
Revolution in France from 
1790 he argued that civilisa-
tion would be “trodden down 
under the hoofs of the swinish 
multitude”. 

The radical Tom Paine’s bril-
liant pamphlet The Rights of 
Man was a stinging response to 
Burke.

In this fight, Burns knew 
whose side he was on. 

He embraced Paine and 
loathed Burke, referring to the 
him in his Dumfries Epigrams 
as a “poisonous reptile”.

Conservative groups, such 
as The Association for the 
Preservation of Liberty and the 
Dumfries Loyal Sons of Natives, 
sprang up. 

They distributed right wing 
propaganda and attacked Burns 
and other radicals.

M o n a r c h i s t  l o y a l i s t s 
disrupted radical meetings, 
burned effigies of Tom Paine at 

BURNS—
AN AULD 
RADICAL
The ruling class loves to claim the 18th century Scottish 
poet Robert Burns as its own. Yet through Burns’ poetry, 
Charlie McKinnon uncovers his real, revolutionary legacy

The biggest 
influence on 
Burns was  
the revolution 
in France

‘‘ 
Tory prime minister
Pitt the Younger 

A PRINT of a radical meeting agitating for parliamentary reform in 1795

Mutiny and rebellion in the 
shadow of a world war

The brutality of the 
First World War  
and shortages at 
home meant Russian 
soldiers were ready to 
rise up in 1917
THE RUSSIAN Revolution was 
born amid the slaughter and 
chaos of the First World War.

Up to 2,500,000 Russians 
were killed in the war and 
up to 5,000,000 wounded. 

Conditions for soldiers 
were dire. The Russian 
revolutionary Leon Trotsky 
wrote, “The troops soon 
turned out to have neither 
weapons nor even shoes.”

Untrained soldiers were 
sent into battle without 
arms or ammunition. 
Russia suffered a series of 
demoralising defeats.

But the bitter experience 
of the war had an impact 
on soldiers’ ideas. 

Trotsky wrote, 
“‘Everything for the war!’ 
said the ministers, deputies, 
generals, journalists. ‘Yes,’ 
the soldier began to think 
in the trenches, ‘they are 
all ready to fight to the 
last drop…of my blood.’”

A secret service agent 
reported that the army was 
“full of elements of which 
some are capable of becoming 
active forces of insurrection”.

Meanwhile ordinary people 
in Russia starved and froze as 
the war sucked up resources.

Much of Russia’s 
agricultural machinery 
and other equipment 
was in need of repair. 

Russia relied heavily 
on imports for goods and 
raw materials but the war 
virtually stopped them.
Factories were starved of raw 
materials, hitting production.

 Writer Arthur Ransome 
described Russia as under 
siege and without provisions. 

“Russian towns began to be 
hungry in 1915,” he wrote.

Russia’s national income 
fell by a third during the war. 
As the government borrowed 
and printed money to fund the 
war effort, inflation soared.

In Moscow, retail prices 
doubled in the first two years 
of the war. By early 1917 they 
had trebled in twelve months.

Food prices rose more 
than any other commodity. 

Peasant landowners, or 
Kulaks, hoarded grain to 
push prices up even higher.

In 1916 the average worker 
ate between 200 and  
300 grams of food a day. In 
1917 people were allowed 
just 450 grams of bread a day. 

In reality people went 
days without food.

The war put extra strain 
on Russia’s transport system, 
paralysing the economy. In 
the summer of 1915 more 
than a fifth of trains were 
being used to evacuate people 
and move equipment. 

Over half a million 
peasant households were 
displaced and there were 
fewer agricultural workers 
left to harvest food. 

“The number of peasants 
who could not sow their 
fields increased,” wrote 
Trotsky. “Peasant hostility 
towards the war sharpened 
from month to month.”

The war created up to six 
million refugees across the 
Russian empire, transforming 
cities and towns. 

Historian Peter Gatrell 
described how in the 
cities of Ekaterinoslav 
and Pskov, one in four 
inhabitants were refugees.

Newspapers characterised 
the refugees as a “human 
torrent” and even “locusts”. 

Some people resented 
the refugees while for 
others the crisis added to 
their anger at the Tsar.

Food shortages and 
the brutality of the war 
sparked the strikes and 
protests that kickstarted 
the February Revolution.

Workers at the huge 
Putilov factory in Petrograd 
struck on 4 March 1917. 

Four days later women 
textile workers struck and 
protested in Petrograd 
demanding bread and peace. 
Other workers joined them.

When soldiers were called 
to suppress the protests, 
they rebelled and joined 
in. Eventually all 150,000 
soldiers of the Petrograd 
garrison joined the revolution.

A wave of mutinies among 
soldiers and sailors followed.
The February Revolution got 
rid of the Tsar and ushered 
in a provisional government. 

But workers, soldiers and 
sailors also set up workers’ 
councils, or soviets.

In October, another 
revolution put the soviets in 
charge. The new workers’ 
government immediately 
took Russia out of the war.

War provoked the 
revolution. Ultimately the 
revolution put an end to it.
This is the third in a series of 
weekly columns on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage 
at tinyurl.com/sw1917

RUSSIAN AND German soldiers defied orders and fraternised

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION

1917 TIMELINE
22 January 1917
lThe Bolshevik party helps 
organise protests marking 
the 1905 Bloody Sunday 
massacre of demonstrators
lIn Moscow some 30,000 
workers strike
l A further 145,000 
workers strike in Petrograd. 
Baku, Nizhni Novgorod, 
Novocherkassk, Voronezh, 
Kharkov, Rostov-on-Don, 
the Donbass area and other 
cities. 
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‘Why I am standing for Unite leader’
The nomination period for the Unite union’s general secretary election opened on Monday. 
On the Fujitsu picket line, striker Ian Allinson told Socialist Worker why he's standing
FOR IAN Allinson, chair 
of the Unite union at IT  
services firm Fujitsu, the 
union needs a shake-up. 

“There are lots of great 
things about Unite but 
despite that we’re seeing job 
losses, pay squeezes, cuts to 
our vital services and our 
rights being eroded,” he said. 

Incumbent Len McCluskey 
has  branded  Uni te  a 
“f ightback union”.  But 
Allinson argues that “we keep 
missing opportunities” to put 
that into practice—from the 
NHS to the Trade Union Act.

Allinson has pledged 
to take only his current 
wage if elected, rather than 
McCluskey’s six-figure salary, 
and “to breathe life into the 
culture of grassroots activity”.

Some have argued that 
the left’s priority should 
be defending McCluskey, 
despite his flaws, to stop right 
winger Gerard Coyne. 

Allinson disagrees. “Coyne 
would be a step backwards, 

but if he’s such a threat then 
McCluskey shouldn’t have 
forced the election in the first 
place,” he said

“Secondly, it’s wrong to 
assume there’s some fixed left 
vote that I’m splitting. Without 
a rank and file candidate 
fewer people would vote.

“A lot of people are 
unhappy with the status quo 
and are definitely not voting 
McCluskey. The danger is 
that some of that discontent 
could go to Coyne. 

Direction
“It’s important to give it a left 
voice and a more constructive 
direction.”

T h e  e l e c t i o n  i s 
overshadowed by debates in 
the Labour Party—of which 
Unite is the biggest affiliate.

“McCluskey’s supporters 
are saying it’s a referendum 
on Jeremy Corbyn and that’s 
why you have to back him,” 
said Allinson. 

“But publicly McCluskey’s 

very defensive about Corbyn.
“He’s also undermined 

Corbyn. He put pressure on 
Corbyn to allow a free vote 
on renewing Trident nuclear 
weapons rather than have a 
principled opposition.”

McCluskey has also played 
a key role in weakening 

Corbyn’s defence of freedom 
of movement.

“He’s succeeded in getting 
the union’s policy to be that 
the question was ‘difficult’ 
and that there needed to be 
a ‘debate’,” said Allinson. 

“Since then he’s talked 
about wanting to restrict 

employers’ rights to hire 
people based on where 
they’re from. 

"Our members are from all 
over the world. As soon as you 
give an inch to the idea that 
our problems are caused by 
immigration you’re dividing 
our members, dividing our 
class and undermining our 
own strength.”

A l l in son  a rgues  fo r 
s t a n d i n g  u p  t o  t h e 
scapegoating. “Not long 
ago we had Labour prime 
minister Gordon Brown and 
then general secretary Derek 
Simpson putting forward 
the ‘British jobs for British 
workers’ slogan,” he said. 

"But last year strikers 
at the Fawley oil refinery 
fought and won equal pay for 
workers irrespective of their 
nationality. 

“It ’s  possible to win 
people towards a principled 
opposition to racism. 

“It’s not an easy argument 
and we won’t always win 

it, but you never win an 
argument by not having it.”

McCluskey and Coyne 
don’t want Allinson on the 
ballot paper, so the next few 
weeks are crucial.

“We need a genuine 
debate,” he said. “If that 
was reduced down to more 
of the same versus turning 
the clock back it would be a 
disaster for members.”

HOW IT WORKS
lUnite branches and 
workplaces can nominate 
either incumbent Len 
McCluskey, right winger 
Gerard Coyne or striking 
worker Ian Allinson
lA candidate needs at 
least 50 nominations
lNominations close on  
17 February 
lThe ballot starts on  
27 March and ends on  
19 April
lDetails at ian4unite.org

IAN ALLINSON (left) and fellow strikers picketing last week
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Taking the 
fight against 
racism into 
workplaces   
The Stand Up To Racism trade union 
conference is a chance to organise against 
racism, writes Eleanor Claxton-Mayer

TRADE UNIONISTS are building 
for the Stand Up To Racism trade 
union conference on Saturday  
4 February. It will place trade 
unions at the forefront of the fight 
against racism. 

The Tories and right wing press are 
ramping up racist rhetoric to blame 
migrants for attacks on worker’s pay 
and conditions, public services being 
cut and privatisation.  

The conference on 4 February 
in London is for all trade unionists 
who believe in fighting racism and  
challenging racist attacks on workers. 

Jim Board, a Unison union member 
from Doncaster, has been building 
support for the conference in his 
union. 

“People are recognising the threat 
of racist populism and the gains made 
in Europe by the racists,” he said. “It 
is much more present in people’s 
minds.”

Defend 
As the Tories are refusing to guaran-
tee European Union (EU) migrants’ 
rights, one of the conference’s focuses 
will be fighting to defend them. 

Workshops on defending the free 
movement of labour and challeng-
ing racism in the workplace are set 
to take place as part of the day. 

Speakers include NUT teachers’  
union general secretary Kevin 
Courtney and Susan Matthews from 
the Unite union. 

Pete Edwards, a PCS union rep 
from Cardiff, said that many unions 
in his area have funded delegates to 
travel to the conference. 

“Migration is a debate in unions at 

the moment,” he said. “This confer-
ence is vital to bolster the defence of 
free movement.”

The conference will seek to arm 
trade unionists with anti-racist argu-
ments for their workplace. 

Arguments 
Liz Wheatley from Unison in Camden 
in north London told Socialist Worker, 
“Working in the public sector means 
there are arguments about what 
causes cuts. 

“It is important not to let racism 
divide us.” 

The conference will discuss build-
ing the national Stand Up To Racism 
demonstrations on 18 March in 
London, Glasgow and Cardiff. 

These demonstrations, backed by 
the TUC, are a crucial part of build-
ing an anti-racist movement on the 
streets and in the unions.

To fight the bosses over pay cuts 
and austerity it is essential to chal-
lenge racism. 

The recent attempts to force 
people to show passports in hospi-
tals to use the NHS is an attempt to 
blame migrants for the cuts to the 
health service. 

These racist ideas must be defeated 
to take on the real issue of funding 
cuts in the NHS.

The anti-racist movement is grow-
ing within workplaces, universities 
and in local campaigns. 

The conference is an important 
step in the fight for worker’s rights 
and against racism. 

All trade unionists should attend 
the conference and be a part of the 
fight against racism.

GLORIA MILLS from the TUC general council speaking at the Stand Up To Racism conference last year
 Picture: Geoff Dexter

‘We support the free movement of 
labour’—trade unionists speak out
FREE MOVEMENT of labour has 
become a key debate. Workers 
currently have the freedom to 
travel across the European Union 
(EU) under current rules. 

This should not be confused 
with bringing down borders in 
general, which Socialist Worker 
also supports. 

Some in the labour movement 
have decided that protecting 
freedom of movement is now 
unfeasible—despite the fact that 
it has existed for decades. 

But many unions, and the TUC, 
back free movement.

One TUC briefing said, “The 
right to move from one country 
to another benefits us and 
UK citizens living in other EU 
countries also benefit from the 
right of all EU citizens to be 
treated equally.”

TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady wrote in the run-up to the 
EU referendum, “Public concern 
that free movement of labour 
is being used to undercut jobs, 
wages and conditions will not be 
answered by freezing or further 
undermining workers’ rights.”

The PCS union, while not 
having policy on free movement, 
supports the principle. A 

spokesperson told Socialist 
Worker, “The debate about 
immigration has been poisoned. 

“We in the labour movement 
must do more to combat the lies 
and prejudice peddled by some 
politicians and sections of the 
press. 

“The way to tackle issues of 
insecure work, undercutting of 
wages and exploitation is the same 
as it as ever was, through strong, 
well organised trade unions.”

Ronnie Draper, general 
secretary of the Bfawu union, 
agreed. He told Socialist Worker, 
“We support the free movement 
of labour 100 percent. We think 
immigration is good for the 
country.

Immigration
“The NHS would collapse without 
immigration, as would a lot of the 
food industry.

“We had a debate on this at our 
regional council last week. 

“Migration is being blamed for 
everything, but it’s the employers 
who exploit migrants.”

The UCU union has agreed to 
“determinedly oppose any attempt 
by politicians to restrict the rights 
of migrant workers and refugees”.

The union is committed to 
campaigning for “the continuing 
right of EU residents for freedom 
of movement”.

The NUT union will debate its 
position on free movement later 
this month. Its general secretary, 
Kevin Courtney, signed a letter 
in the Guardian newspaper last 
week that said free movement 
“can build our collective power”.

Manuel Cortes, general 
secretary of the TSSA union, was 
another signatory along with 
Pete Campbell from the British 
Medical Association’s junior 
doctors committee. 

Unfortunately some unions, 
such as the RMT, told Socialist 
Worker they oppose free 
movement. And Len McCluskey, 
the leader of Britain’s biggest 
union Unite, has claimed, 
“Workers have always done 
best when the labour supply is 
controlled.”

But not everyone agrees. We 
can’t defend some workers by 
attacking others. 

We can push back against the 
pessimism and racism that will 
lead to further divisions—and 
must urgently do so.
Sadie Robinson

Stand Up To Racism 
trade union conference 
lSaturday 4 February, 12 noon-5pm 
 
NUT headquarters, Hamilton House,  
Mabledon Place,  
London WC1H 9BD To register go to standuptoracism.org.uk
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Glasgow janitors show grit as 
bosses plan to seize houses
LIVELY ACTION by janitors in 
Glasgow last week frustrated 
bosses’ efforts to undermine 
their strike. But bosses could 
now be gearing up to kick some 
workers out of their homes.

Janitors “paid a visit” to 
private contractors hired by 
Cordia to salt school grounds 
in the icy weather. It caused 
hours of disruption as the 
contractors hid round a corner.

And drivers making school 
kitchen deliveries refused to 
cross picket lines, leaving scab 
managers to do the work.

The Unison union members 
are in a year-long dispute with 
Cordia, a Glasgow Labour 
council-run firm.

Workers are demanding the 
payments that are available to 
council employees for dirty or 
physically demanding work. 
These are worth up to £1,000 
a year.

Rejected
The janitors are staging their 
latest two-week strike. They 
unanimously rejected a new 
offer last week that meant 
more money “but the negatives 
were too much to take,” striker 
Steven told Socialist Worker.

The company’s refusal to 
backdate the offer is a “make 
or break” for many strikers. It 
also includes “flexible working” 
and extra “handyman” duties.

And there is a vicious 
attack on the resident janitors 
whose house came with the 

job—around a third of the 
workforce. Bosses want to 
create new “cluster” areas, 
cutting the number of janitors 
by up to a quarter.

“Now they’ve been told if 
they apply for new jobs in the 

clusters they must move out 
of their houses,” said Steven. 
“Some guys have stayed in 
these houses for 20 years. 

“People should be able to 
apply for a job without the fear 
of losing their home.”

Workers suspect the real 
plan is to sell off the houses. 
“This is not on. We want this 
taken off the table completely,” 
says Steven.

More talks and a mass 
meeting were set for this week.

IN BRIEF 

Fire chiefs to train 
up private scabs
BOSSES AT South Yorkshire 
fire brigade have signed 
a deal with private firm 
Securitas to recruit and train 
scabs in case of a strike.

The contract would see 
bosses spend £20,000 on 
scab labour for one 24-hour 
strike—and as much as 
£126,856 for a week.

The fire authority is in 
dispute with the Fire Brigades 
Union over job cuts.

New Post Office job 
cuts and selloffs
POST OFFICE bosses plan 
to slash over 400 jobs and 
privatise 37 Crown Post Office 
branches.

The announcement comes 
on top of job cuts and 
privatisations announced last 
year—and strikes by workers 
in the CWU and Unite unions.

Bosses aim to slowly 
privatise the Post Office by 
replacing high street offices 
with counters in shops.

A CWU letter to union 
branches said activists should 
fight to save Post Offices with 
community based campaigns. 
This can succeed if combined 
with serious strikes.

Are port bosses 
taking the piss?
AROUND 100 dockers, 
hauliers and supporters 
protested outside the Port 
of Liverpool on Friday of last 
week for better facilities.

Unite union regional officer 
Colin Carr said lorry drivers 
queue to enter the port in 
“intolerable conditions”.

Site owner Peel Ports 
admitted that conditions 
“need to be looked into”—but 
by councils and companies 
outside the port.

Deportations are 
just plane wrong
SUPPORTERS OF the 
Movement for Justice 
campaign marched in Brixton, 
south London, last Saturday 
against mass deportations on 
charter flights.

Britain deports planeloads 
of people to Nigeria, Ghana, 
Jamaica, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. One Jamaican 
deported in September said 
they were strapped up on the 
plane “like a dog in chains”.

Talks promised over 
M62 police killing
A PLANNED protest against 
police brutality in Bradford, 
West Yorkshire, has been 
postponed.

Activists had planned to 
protest on Friday over the 
police killing of Yassar Yaqub.

Campaign group We 
Are Bradford said it was 
postponed for talks with 
police, MPs and councillors.

A protest to mark Donald 
Trump’s inauguration will still 
go ahead.
lCheck We Are Bradford on 
Facebook for updates

STRIKERS IN Derby on Monday  Picture: Derby city unison

School workers battle Labour’s pay cut
DERBY TEACHING assistants (TAs) began 
a week of half-day walkouts on Monday in 
their fight against Labour-run Derby City 
Council’s attack on their pay.

TAs were forced onto new term time 
only contracts last summer that slashed 

their pay by a quarter. The Labour council 
claimed this was about ensuring equal pay.

After initially allowing the attack to go 
through without any industrial action, the 
TAs’ Unison union began striking after the 
council imposed the new contracts.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

KIRKLEES

PFI cleaners 
want action
CLEANERS AND caretakers 
in 18 private finance 
initiative-built schools in 
Kirklees, West Yorkshire, 
have voted to strike against 
their employers’ refusal to 
implement the April 2016 
pay offer.

The Unison union 
members also demand 
bosses recognise their union, 
allow a health and safety 
committee and pay the 
Yorkshire Living Wage. 

During the ballot 
employers conceded on all 
the demands except the 
payment of the living wage. 
Despite this workers voted 
overwhelmingly to strike to 
secure all of their demands.

GLASGOW

Resisting IT 
privatisation
GLASGOW council IT workers 
continued their three-week 
walkout against privatisation 
this week.

A strike of all IT workers 
last year was followed up by 
a selective strike of highly 
skilled workers for three 
weeks in December and 
again after the holiday break.

Labour insists the 
council’s IT services must be 
privatised to save money. But 
workers fear attacks on their 
conditions and a worsening 
of the service.

FOOD WORKERSHOUSING CAMPAIGNS

Aylesbury occupation holds off eviction
by ALISTAIR FARROW

CAMPAIGNERS occupying 
the Thurlow Lodge 
community hall on the south 
London Aylesbury estate are 
the latest stumbling block to 
Southwark Labour council’s 
redevelopment plan.

The Divine Rescue charity 
serves food to homeless and 
low-income people there.

One week into the 
occupation, activists, tenants 
and service workers held 
a solidarity party to raise 
funds last Sunday. The Axe 
The Housing Act (ATHA) 
campaign and trade union 
branches sent donations and 
messages of solidarity.

Evict
The charity is set to meet 
council representatives 
this week. The council’s 
move to evict Divine Rescue 
follows its attempts to clear 
leaseholders out of the same 
building, Wendover House. 

It issued Compulsory 
Purchase Orders (CPOs) to 
eight leaseholders, but were 

defeated by campaigners in 
the courts—twice.

Within three days of 
reiterating the council’s 
support for closing the 
centre, councillor Fiona 
Colley had climbed down. 

“It will be some time 
before Wendover is 
demolished and the council 
wants to see Thurlow Lodge 
continuing in community 
use,” she announced.

Valerie from Divine 

Rescue said, “When we were 
on our own we didn’t realise 
there were so many people 
who felt the same way and 
would help us. We don’t feel 
so isolated anymore.”

Beverley, one of the 
leaseholders, said, 
“Southwark council had 
taken our homes. But 
together we’re stronger, 
together we can win.”
lGo to facebook.com/
southwarkdch

ESTATE REGENERATION

Vague report is not enough
CAMPAIGNERS MET last 
week to discuss responses 
to a Mayor of London report 
into estate regeneration. 

The report fails to specify 
where funding should come 
from. Nor does it mention the 
need to build council housing.

Its promises are 
ambiguously worded.

It is still in the consultation 
phase until 14 March. Tenants, 
residents and campaigners 

should send responses to the 
consultation before this date. 

The central demand should 
be that tenants and residents 
should get a vote on what 
happens to their homes. 
lRespond to the consultation 
at erguideconsultation@
london.gov.uk 
Next campaign meeting— 
Thursday 26 January, 7pm, 
Bread and Roses, 68 Clapham 
Manor St, London SW4 6DZ

Harrods 
feels heat 
over tips
RESTAURANT WORKERS at 
the posh Harrods department 
store in Knightsbridge, west 
London, have secured a 
meeting with management 
this week.

They were set to discuss 
trade union recognition and 
the distribution of tips.

One worker told Socialist 
Worker, “In the end we wrote 
our demands down and went 
to management.

“They’ve said they’re 
taking a 50-50 cut of tips but 
they won’t put it in writing—
there’s nothing on paper.”

The United Voices of the 
World (UVW) union, which 
represents the workers, held 
a protest earlier this month.

“Harrods are going 
to be in trouble because 
soon we’re going to have 
enough people for union 
recognition,” said the worker.

“There are people joining 
up every day.”

TEACHERS

SOCIALIST Teachers Alliance 
(STA) members met in 
London last weekend.

The NUT union has called 
on local associations to lobby 
MPs and campaign over school 
funding cuts.

Some STA members 
suggested fighting for 
public meetings, a national 
demonstration and strikes.

Some argued that the 
crisis in teacher recruitment 
and retention has opened up 
potential to fight on workload.

Teachers discussed getting 
union branches to back the 
More Than a Score statement 
against Sats tests and agitating 
for the NUT to boycott Sats.

There was a discussion on 
LGBT+ issues with differing 
opinions aired. Socialist 
Workers Party members 
argued that trans people had 
the right to self-identification.

Many in the STA hope to 
build a bigger left in the union 
with a Teachers for Social 
Justice conference on 25 March.

Associations will discuss 
motions for NUT’s conference. 
They should prioritise motion 
59 on racism and migration and  
motions 31, 29, 37, 5, 20, 55, 
57, 56, 17, 26, 36, 44 and 73.
Sadie Robinson
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RAILWAYS

Safety shame for 
Southern Railway
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

A DISABLED woman was 
left stranded on a freezing 
train station platform for two 
hours by Southern railway,  
it emerged last week.

It was a consequence of 
Southern bosses’ imposition 
of new driver only operated 
(DOO) routes, which axe train 
guards and don’t guarantee  
a second safety-trained staff 
member on trains.

“The train pulled up and 
the doors opened, but no 
one came to assist me,” said 
Sandra Nighy. 

“The driver then got out of 
his cab to say there was no 
onboard supervisor on the 
train and he was not trained 
to help me. I could see he felt 
really bad. 

“The whole situation was 
horrible and embarrassing, 
and it is unforgiveable when 
I had booked assistance  
48 hours in advance.”

Sadly Sandra’s treatment 
is not a one-off. It highlights 
why rail unions, passenger 
groups and disabled activists 
are against the extension of 
DOO.

But Southern’s owners, 
Govia Thameslink Railway, 
are pressing ahead regardless 

and jeopardising safety for 
all passengers, as well as 
undermining accessibility for 
disabled and older people.

Train guards in the RMT 
union were set to walk out 
for 24 hours on Monday 
next week ahead of a fur-
ther three days of strikes by 
drivers in the Aslef union, set 
for Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday.

The service on Southern 
has been exposed as woeful 
for more than a year.

Yet the press focuses solely 
on tales of travel “chaos” and 
“misery” instead of investi-
gating the role of the Tory 
government in drawing out 
this dispute.

There is no real scrutiny of 
the company either. An over-
time ban by Aslef is having a 

massive impact and 25 per-
cent of services are being 
cancelled as a consequence.

Govia has not recruited 
enough drivers to run a proper 
service and relies on drivers 
working on their rest days. 
Aslef says the firm is short of 
a whopping 300 drivers.

Back the Southern strikers’ 
fight for safety and get down 
to a picket line next week.

FUJITSU STRIKES

Workers short circuit managers’ tactics 
—and plan more shutdowns in dispute  
UP TO 300 IT service 
workers at Fujitsu in 
Manchester struck on 
Thursday and Friday of last 
week and Monday of this 
week. 

The Unite union members 
were also set to strike on 
Friday, though a walkout 
planned for Thursday was 
suspended as a “goodwill 
gesture” amid talks.

Fujitsu is holding down 
pay, robbing pensions 
and planning mass layoffs. 
Engineer Warren Bryde told 
Socialist Worker, “I’ve had 
two years on the trot with no 
pay rise but those at the top 
got a massive pay rise.”

Some of the central 
issues are job security and 
making the company stick to 
its agreements.

Fujitsu aims to make 1,800 
redundancies—a fifth of its 
whole workforce in Britain. 

Workers’ union organisation 
is an obstacle to their plans.

Unite rep Lynne Hodge 
has been sidelined by 
bosses. One of the dispute’s 
aims is defending her job. 

Lynne told Socialist 
Worker, “They are trying to 
get rid of me. The point is 
that there’s an agreement 
they should be following 
and they’re not following it. 
With all these redundancies 

coming those agreements 
are important.”

The defined benefit 
pension scheme has been 
retrospectively changed. 
One picket said this would 
rob almost £2,000 a year 
from his retirement income, 
and for a colleague it was 
nearer £3,000.

Only at the Manchester 
site does the union have a 
majority. This makes it an 
important target for bosses.

Senior rep Kevin Davies 
described how the union 
has recruited despite 
management attempts to 
undermine it.

“IT has generally been a 
conservative sector, but as 
firms cut costs people are 
realising that either you take 
action or you lose your job.”
lTo send messages of support 
or to donate go to  
bit.ly/2j15YyV

NUCLEAR WORKERS

Shock and AWE tactics in 
fight for decent pensions
WORKERS WHO develop 
and maintain nuclear 
weapons were set to 
start the first of two new 
sets of two-day strikes to 
defend their pensions on 
Wednesday.

They previously held two 
one-day strikes last  
autumn.

The 600 workers are 
members of the Unite union 
at two Atomic Weapons 
Establishment (AWE) sites in 
Berkshire. 

Bosses plan to close their 
defined benefit (DB) pension 
scheme on 31 January. 

It would be replaced 
by a defined contribution 
scheme—where workers’ 

retirement income depends 
on the stock market rather 
than being guaranteed—
which is worth less.

Socialist Worker opposes 
nuclear weapons, but 
supports workers fighting 
their employer and defending 
pension rights.

AWE was privatised in the 
1990s and is now run by a 
consortium. 

Unite says the attack on 
pensions breaks promises 
made at the time. 

It is calling for its 
members to be taken back 
into the Ministry of Defence 
pension scheme. 

These fights need to be 
brought together.

JUSTICE CAMPAIGNS

Noise demo for Orgreave
THE ORGREAVE Truth and 
Justice Campaign has called 
a “noise demonstration” 
outside the Home Office 
for Monday 13 March.

Campaigners are 
furious after Tory home 
secretary Amber Rudd 
ruled out an inquiry into 
the Battle of Orgreave. 

Police attacked striking 
miners at the Orgreave 
coking plant during the 
1984-85 miners’ strike. Many 
miners were subsequently 

framed for riot.
The Independent Police 

Complaints Commission 
admitted there was 
evidence of police 
committing crimes including 
assault and perjury. 
lJoin the protest—Monday 13 
March 2pm-4pm, Home Office, 
2 Marsham St, London  
SW1P 4DF.  
For transport details and 
publicity go to http://
bit.ly/2iwO2QB or email 
orgreavejustice@hotmail.com

SOUTHERN RAIL is running the service into the ground with Tory support

FRACKING 

Frontlines shift in the fight 
against the fracking firms 
JUST OUTSIDE the village 
of Little Plumpton, near 
Blackpool, one lane 
of Preston New Road 
has been closed off for 
fracking firm Cuadrilla to 
bring in equipment for a 
shale gas well. Protesters 
from surrounding towns 
are taking a stand.

Miranda Cox told Socialist 
Worker, “The Tories say this 
is about energy security for 
us, but it’s about financial 
security for their friends.” 

Protesters are disrupting 
construction by “slow 
walking” in front of trucks.

Ian Roberts said, “The 
Campaign Against Climate 
Change trade union group 

has produced a report for a 
million climate jobs—that’s 
the future, not fracking.”

Localised opposition 
has frustrated the fracking 
firms, but the government 
stands behind them.

nAnti-frackers gained a 
surprise win last week 
when North Lincolnshire 
County Council refused 
planning permission for a 
form of fracking that uses 
acid to eat into sandstone. 
lLonger online bit.ly/2itUibF 
Solidarity day with Kirby 
Misperton Protection Camp in 
Ryedale, North Yorkshire, 
Sunday 5 February, from 11am, 
Kirby Misperton Rd, YO17 6UE

Standing firm against the frackers and police  Picture: Neil terry

FIGHTING THE CUTS 

Butchering 
Bradford 
BRADFORD COUNCIL last 
week cut foster carers’ 
allowance by up to £35 a 
week.

It was passed at a meeting 
on Tuesday of last week in 
Bradford City Hall’s Chamber 
and led to booing and cries 
of “shame” from the public.

The day after the vote 
assistant director of 
children’s services Jim 
Hopkinson posted an advert 
for a head of service for 
social work with a salary of 
more than £60,000 a year.

A spokesperson from 
Bradford People’s Assembly 
said, “Some 50 percent of 
Bradford council’s budget 
has been slashed. 

“There seems to be a 
mood in the council to pay 
for more managers rather 
than staff to help to deliver 
services that people need.”
lFor updates on the anti-cuts 
campaign in Bradford go to  
bit.ly/2jX4ZnJ

‘Hands off our pensions’ 
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 ‘ I will not be silent 
after racist attack’
Nahella Ashraf, an activist from Manchester Stand Up To Racism (SUTR), speaks out after 
being subjected to a racist attack on a trip to Hammersmith, west London, earlier this month
WE WERE in a takeaway 
and had just finished a 
meal, when the man who 
had been sitting behind 
us went to grab my arm. 
He started screaming in 
my face that he wouldn’t  
tolerate people like me.

It happened so fast. The 
people who were with me 
and the people behind the 
counter did come to get him 
off me. But it was interest-
ing that it could happen 
even  somewhere  l i ke 
Hammersmith.

Health
It was quite clearly a racist 
attack. Some people have 
suggested that he must have 
had mental health issues to 
attack someone in a busy 
place.

But the fact that he picked 
out a Muslim woman in a 
crowd is indicative of the 
racism that’s in society.

When he was pulled off 
me, people asked, “What’s 
your problem, what are 
you doing?” He said, “How 
can you say that to me, you 

should be asking her”. He 
then spat in my face.

And as he was pushed out 
of the takeaway, all he was 
saying was, “People like her 
kill people.”

It wasn’t a surprise exactly, 

but it was very shocking. It’s 
a reflection of what’s happen-
ing in society.

The mainstream media 
and the government talk 
about terrorism and indicate 
that when there is an attack 

all Muslims are to blame. 
If you have that rhetoric 
coming from those in author-
ity, it’s going to filter through 
to physical attacks.

It is really important we 
talk about this, because it 

happens all the time. The 
media and the government 
think it’s alright to discuss 
Muslim women in a way 
that you wouldn’t discuss 
any other woman. 

It’s alright to talk about 
the way we dress and to say 
we’re all “submissive” but 
also somehow responsible 
for extremism.

At the same time as they 
talk about how much they 
want to see Muslim women 
“integrated”, they are put-
ting women like myself at 
the forefront of the racist 
attacks.

Attacks
When you look at the figures 
it is Muslim women who, like 
myself, wear the hijab who 
have to deal with the attacks.

And many women don’t 
want to report it. That’s the 
reason I decided to go public.

It took me a couple of days 
and it wasn’t the easiest deci-
sion, but I think it is really 
important that we say this is 
happening.

Theresa May seems quite 

happy to use racism during 
the Brexit negotiations. 
There’s Donald Trump over 
in the US. Racism is going to 
ramp up.

We have to raise aware-
ness that this is happening, 
but also to build the biggest 
anti-racist movement that 
this country has ever seen.

West London SUTR held 
a vigil near the site of the 
attack on last Wednesday.

I’m going around Britain 
addressing SUTR meetings 
in the run-up to the national 
demonstrations in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff on 
Saturday 18 March.

It’s really important that 
we raise the profile of the 
anti-racist movement. 

Let’s build for 18 March. 
Let’s get people out on the 
streets and show the racists, 
the Tories and the press that 
we are the majority.

Let’s show them that they 
don’t represent us, and that 
they won’t divide us on racist 
grounds.
For details of SUTR public 
meetings go to bit.ly/2j071iI

NAHELLA SPEAKING at a meeting in Manchester recently. Watch video bit.ly/2j14dBX

‘Poor’ support for detainees in Britain criticised
by DAVE SEWELL

A POLISH man was 
found dead at Morton 
Hall detention centre 
in Lincolnshire on 
Wednesday morning 
of last week.

Fellow detainees told 
solidarity campaign 
The Unity Centre that 
he was distraught after 
being refused bail to see 
the birth of his child.

It is the second death 
at Morton Hall in little 
more than a month. 

Detainees say mental 
health support is poor, 
and that another man 
is in hospital after 
stabbing himself.

It has prompted calls 

for better levels of health 
care and mental health 
support for detainees. 

The centre is a former 
prison and still run by 

the prison service. 
But unlike prisoners 

with sentences to serve, 
migrants are detained 
indefinitely and cannot 

even have a release date 
to look forward to.

European Union 
nationals can be detained 
if they have committed 
a crime in the past.

Suspected
From last year the 
police and Home Office 
“Operation Nexus” have 
sought to round up 
migrants suspected, but 
not necessarily convicted, 
of past criminality.

Detainees held a self-
organised memorial 
inside Morton Hall, 
attended by all those in 
the dead man’s wing. 

The Unity Centre held a 
protest outside a branch 
of the Home Office in 
Glasgow on Monday.

Shame of deaths at sea
AROUND 100 people 
are believed to have 
died 30 miles off the 
coast of Libya when their 
boat to Italy sank last 
Saturday. Hundreds more 
migrants were rescued 
from overcrowded boats.

Crossing the 
Mediterranean illegally 
is dangerous enough in 
summer. But this is the 
second year running in 
which crossings have 
continued in treacherous 
winter conditions.

A clampdown on 
fishing boats by the 
European Union and 
Nato—including British 
ships—has driven people 
to use inflatable dinghies.

A Somali man died 

last Thursday night in 
a fire at a reception 
centre in Florence, 
Italy. Angry refugees 
took to the streets. 

It follows protests 
in Bologna over the 
death of a woman 
from Ivory Coast.

A record 361,678 
migrants arrived in 
Italy last year. Most are 
still trapped there.

However, French rail 
company SNCF has 
met resistance from 
workers who refuse to 
police migrants crossing 
the Italian border. 

Some train guards 
openly refused to “rat” 
on refugees or join in 
a “migrant hunt”.

MORTON HALL detention centre in Lincolnshire
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