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MILLIONS MARCH AGAINST TRUMP 

Reports from around the world  >>Pages 2,3,4,5, 10&11  

BUILD THE 
RESISTANCE

HISTORY

Never again 
—the horror of 
the Holocaust
ON HOLOCAUST Memorial 
Day this Saturday, we’ll 
say—“Never Again”.

The staggering horror of 
the Holocaust seems almost 
beyond comprehension

But if “Never Again” is to be 
more than a slogan, we have 
to understand what paved the 
road to Auschwitz and the 
other Nazi death camps. 
>>Pages 14&15

TRIDENT

Tory nuke plot 
misfires on 
Theresa May
WAS THERESA May’s first 
act as prime minister last 
year to cover up a nuclear 
missile gone haywire?  

That’s the disturbing  
question raised by 
revelations of a Trident  
missile misfiring.

The misfire highlighted 
the dangers of Trident—and 
why we need to scrap it.
>>Page 20

NHS

‘Someone may 
die’—top boss 
says cuts will kill
PATIENTS COULD die 
because of Tory plans to 
close hundreds of hospital 
departments, a top NHS 
boss has admitted.

Shocking footage shows 
Laura Nicholas making the 
admission at a public meeting 
in Braunton, North Devon.
>>Page 7
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‘‘VOICES OF 
RESISTANCE 
‘I need to fight for all 
the freedoms that 
so many women 
have fought for ... 
they are now in real 
danger of being 
taken away.’
Freya Tamayo from New Jersey 
joined a protest against Trump in 
Washington DC last Friday 

‘I absolutely think 
our protests can 
make a difference.’
Adelia was on the Women’s March 
in Washington DC last Saturday 

‘The buses to DC 
from our area sold 
out so quickly. The 
organisation of it, 
and the support and 
fervour around the 
preparation, has 
been tremendous.’
Trump’s election has galvanised 
Fiona Watson who was active in 
politics during the 1970s and 80s 

‘Our students 
have been very 
supportive. A 
Muslim boy gave me 
a pink hijab from 
his sister so I can 
show solidarity with 
Muslims.’
Amy Martin came to the protest 
in Washington last Friday as part 
of a delegation of teachers from 
New York

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker
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OVER 5 million people glob-
ally marched for women’s rights 
and against Donald Trump last 
Saturday, according to the official 
Women’s March organisers.

The  Women ’ s  March  on 
Washington sparked a global  
solidarity movement, with over 670 
protests across seven continents.

Trump has talked about his previ-
ous sexual assaults with pride, has 
encouraged racism and is gearing up 
to attack LGBT+ people. 

The protests worldwide were 
called as women’s marches but the 
atmospheres were inclusive with 
women, men and children marching. 

Australia was the first to join the 
global day of action, with 5,000 
marching in Sydney and 10,000 in 
Melbourne. 

Crowds chanted, “Women united 
will never be defeated”. 

Fighting attacks on women, 
migrants and LGBT+ people were 
at the core of these protests. Claire 
Kelly, a pro-choice campaigner in 
Ireland said, “What Trump repre-
sents is very scary. 

“From LGBT+ rights to migrants 
to the climate, we must fight back 
against him.” 

S o m e 
5,000 pro-

t e s t e r s 
were at 
a  wom-

en’s march 
in Dublin, 
I r e l a n d , 
where the 
fight for a 

woman’s 
right to 

choose 
c o n -

tinues. 
Building stronger campaigns 

against racism, war and neoliberal 
attacks against working class people 
were strong parts of the protest.

Protests took place in Malawi and 
Ghana as well as Kenya, Nigeria and 
South Africa. 

Germany saw marches across 
seven different cities, including 
Berlin, Frankfurt and Munich. 

In Austrian capital Vienna, at 
least 2,000 attended the protest. 

M a r c h  o r g a n i s e r  K a r i n 
Wilflingseder, a leading member 
of the revolutionary socialist Neue 
Linkswende group, spoke to Socialist 
Worker. “Even the statue of famous 
composer Johann Strauss got a pink 

hood,” she said. Student Lisa came 
from neighbouring Slovakia to join 
the march. 

“I am here against Trump, but 
right-wing populist parties are on 
the rise everywhere—we need left 
alternatives,” she said. 

Movement 
Hundreds marched in the Polish 
capital Warsaw from the prime min-
ister’s office to the US embassy. 

A mass movement stopped the 
right wing government in Poland 
pushing through a total ban on abor-
tions last year. 

The protest was not only against 
Trump, but focused on the racism 
and sexism of the government. 

These international women’s pro-
tests spread as far as Antarctica, on 
an expedition ship. 

Reminiscent of the Stop the War 
Coalition in the 2000s, a protest of 
30 men and women and was held in 
Paradise Bay.

Their placards read “save the 
planet” and “women’s rights are 
human rights”. 

Organisers in many countries are 
building for further action, espe-
cially the anti-racism protests on  
Saturday 18 March. 

From Beirut to Berlin—we can fight and win 
DONALD Trump’s 
inauguration was 
greeted with worldwide 
resistance last Friday 
with protests outside US 
embassies.

In Athens hundreds 
of people joined a 
demonstration called by 
anti-racist organisation 
Keerfa.

It was one of several 
across Greece. 

In Amsterdam 
in the Netherlands 
over 4,000 took 

to the street. The 
demonstration was 
called by a coalition of 
anti-racists, feminists 
and refugees.

Targeting 
The mood was militant 
with slogans not only 
against Trump but 
targeting Geert Wilders’ 
racist Freedom Party. 

Meanwhile in Berlin, 
chants of “No hate, no 
fear, immigrants are 
welcome here” rang out 

as hundreds of people 
protested.

There were also 
protests in the Middle 
East and Asia. In 
Beirut, Lebanon, people 
compared Trump to 
the country’s former 
dictators. 

A US flag was burned 
at a protest in Manila in 
the Philippines outside 
the US embassy. People 
also called for an end 
to the presence of US 
troops in the country.

A poster from Berlin 
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Torrent of 
protests rains 
on Trump’s 
first parade
MILLIONS BEYOND the capital, 
Washington DC, joined a wave of 
protests against Donald Trump’s 
inauguration that swept across 
the US last weekend (see pages 
10&11). 

On billionaire bigot Trump’s 
front door step in New York 
City, organisers said that over 
half a million took to the streets 
on Saturday. Even the mayor’s 
office said there were “more than 
400,000” on the Women’s March. 

The mass of protesters marched 
on Trump’s New York town house.  

Eric Fretz is a US socialist in 
New York City. He told Socialist 

Worker, “What’s scary to people 
here is the combination of Trump’s 
extreme, right wing ideology and 
his ultra rich, ultra conservative 
cabinet picks.”

He added, “This could be 
disastrous on many fronts, but it 
is also creating divisions on their 
side. It’s fuelling opposition on our 
side that’s bigger than anything we 
have seen in a long time—as we 
witnessed on Saturday.”

Some 750,000 descended on 
Los Angeles. Democratic party 
mayor Eric Garcetti told the crowd, 
“It doesn’t matter who is at the 
top—it matters what we do at the 
bottom.”

And in Chicago 250,000 turned 
out. Organisers of the Women’s 
March told people that they would 
only have a rally because there 
were too many people—but they 
marched anyway.  

In total, some 550 protests took 
part, including a 50,000-strong 
one in Austin, Texas and one 
10,000-strong in Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

They were an impressive show 
of strength against Trump—now 
that has to be built into a powerful 
movement. 

As one teacher on the New York 
march said, “Everyone felt great 
on the march to see so many 
people—but we need to figure out 
what’s next”. 

Women’s Marches showed we can resist the 
right and fight for a radically different world
THE WOMEN’S Marches last 
Saturday were a brilliant boost to 
everyone struggling for a better 
world.

These are challenging and 
often frightening times.

Billionaire bigot Donald Trump 
is in the White House and racists 
are on the rise in many parts of 
the world. 

Austerity is tearing up working 
class people’s lives—and our 
rulers threaten even more 
terrible wars.

But Saturday gave a glimpse 
of the power that can derail 
the bigots, bosses and the 
warmongers.   

Everywhere there were huge 
numbers of first-time marchers, 
everywhere were homemade 
placards, everywhere was the 
deep sense of fury at inequality, 
bigotry and Trump. 

Discovering 
But it was also combined with 
the joy of discovering just how 
many people across the world 
felt the same. 

The marches exceeded 
expectations, and flow from the 
bitterness that has been brewing 
since well before Trump’s 
election. 

Even such large marches will 
not change Trump’s views. He 
and his toxic fraternity will seek 
to deny their existence or to 
denigrate their message.

Theresa May will not become 
a fighter against racism or 
women’s oppression because 
100,000 marched in London.  

But demonstrations matter 
because they reveal that there 
is a force beyond the deadened 
world of official politics. 

When 600,000 march in 
Washington—or 1,500 in Shipley, 
West Yorkshire—it’s obvious that 
we don’t have to just accept the 
world as it is. 

Inevitably, such mobilisations 
have many political ideas in 
them. It was wrong, for instance, 
for the organisers of the London 
march to send out a tweet 
soliciting support from the Tories 
and Ukip.

But it was removed after 
protest—a sign of the character 
of the wider support. 

Great marches such as those 
on Saturday can change people.

People can go to a march 
thinking that former president 
Barack Obama is the best we can 
hope for against Trump. 

Then they suddenly feel 
the power and the energy of 
hundreds of thousands of other 
protesters around them—and 
much more seems possible. 

The Women’s Marches must be 
the start of a heightened period 
of struggle.

An unaccountable corporate 
elite, slashing public services, 
attacks on disabled people, 
racism, sexism, homophobia and 
climate change are the reality for 
people across the globe. 

They must be resisted now 
with the same determination that 
we saw on Saturday.   

In the US, all of Trump’s actual 
attacks must be contested with 
the same numbers his potential 
ones were last weekend.

Here the sizeable Stand Up 

To Racism protests last Friday, 
which flowed into the Women’s 
Marches, must be the foundation 
for massive demonstrations on 
18 March in London, Glasgow 
and Cardiff. 

 They must be part of 
building a much stronger social 
movement against all forms of 
racism.

The demonstration in defence 
of the NHS on 4 March can now 
be even bigger.

Mobilise 
We now know that it should be 
possible to mobilise hundreds 
of thousands if Trump comes to 
visit in Britain this year. 

The mood we saw on the 
streets must be taken into every 
workplace to encourage more 
resistance. 

We need to push for it to 
strengthen working class 
organisation. 

It shames the union leaders 
and the Labour Party that they 
were almost wholly absent from 
Saturday’s great events.   

At the heart of all these 
mobilisations we need to show 
the power and the relevance of 
socialist, revolutionary politics. 
As many marchers recognised, 
we are up against the whole 
capitalist system, not just one 
man.

Saturday was an inspiration—
let’s build on it.   

ANGER BURSTS onto the streets of Philadelphia in Pennsylvania where Trump won a majority in the presidential election 

WHAT WE THINK

Millions worldwide reject 
Trump’s sexist bigotry

Protesters in Los Angeles 

Protests took place from the US to Latin American, Europe to the Middle East and Asia  

On other pages...
Sadie Robinson reports from  
Washington DC>>Pages 10&11

Get in
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Socialist 
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More online
Full US and global coverage

socialistworker.co.uk

In Washington DC, a tremendous 
protest rains on Trump’s parade 
bit.ly/2kcLRC9

Eyewitness report from the 
Women’s March in Washington 
bit.ly/2kj8Aww

VIDEO: Weekend of protests 
against Trump hits London 
bit.ly/2jSv7Q1
Plus more ...

A protester on the London march 

Bigot-in-chief Donald Trump 
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 Resistance 
 fills streets   
 of London 
 as 100,000   
 join march
AROUND 100,000 people joined 
the Women’s March in London last 
Saturday, rejecting Donald Trump 
and the bigotry he represents  
and thrives on.

The march organisers said people 
“came together to say that they will no 
longer allow the politics of fear and 
division to run rife. Unity, solidarity,  
equality, hope were the calls for the 
day.”

They added that, “A billionaire 
who denies climate change cannot 
protect our planet.  A billionaire 
who is misogynist and racist cannot 
serve unity.

“The same is true here.  Serious 
economic disparity must be 
addressed and we do not trust many 
of those in Westminster to do that 
job.”

For many protesters it was their 
first demonstration. School students 
Grace and Freja were angry about 
Trump promoting sexism.

Grace told Socialist Worker, 
“We’re here to support women’s 
rights because Trump is putting 
them down.”

Student 
Freja said, “You hear what he says 
and we know what guys our age are 
like. Trump sets a bad example.”

Chiara, another school student, 
agreed, “If Trump can say these 
things about women, anyone might 
feel they can.”

It was excellent that around  
300 British Airways cabin crew 
on strike that day marched to 
join the demonstration from 
the TUC headquarters chant-
ing “low pay no way”.

One told Social ist 
Worker, “This is how we 
can raise aware-
ness about our 
dispute because 
there  seems 
to be a media 
blackout.”

Another com-
pared the anger 
against Trump to 
her own bosses, 
saying, “It’s about 
the big and the 
greedy who think they 

can get away with anything. It’s hor-
rendous, and we’ve had enough.”

Khadiee Afflick told Socialist 
Worker, “Waiting in silence for the 
Democrats in the United States to 
win in four years’ time is a way of 
silently giving in. 

“The fear is, if Trump is president, 
what does that mean for Britain?”

“Things don’t change if you’re 
polite and stay at home,” said 
Marina. 

“I’m angry and I refuse to be 
silent. There can be change but we 
have to fight for it.”

Gabriel, said, “I’m from the US, 
but I’m also half Mexican.

“What we’re seeing with Trump 
isn’t just happening there. I’ve 
been in Britain for three years and 
seen the rise of discrimination and 

scapegoating.
“We have to stand together.”
People from many politi-

cal positions marched along-
side each other. Discussions  
about  how to  de fea t 

Trump’s sexism and 
racism were going 
on throughout the 
demonstration.

P o o j a  f r o m 
California joined 

the march. “I hate 
crowds but I hate 
Trump more,” she 
told Socialist Worker. 
“A lot of people who 

are normally quiet are 
out today.”

THE WOMEN’S March in London was massive  

Protesters shut down shopping 
district as Trump is inaugurated 
PROTESTS ORGANISED by Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR) took place 
across Britain as Donald Trump’s 
inauguration took place on 
Friday of last week.

The largest was in London, 
where 2,000 joined an angry and 
powerful rally at the US embassy.

“We stand in the tradition of 
the civil rights movement,” said 
Weyman Bennett from SUTR. 
“The majority is not on Trump’s 
side, we can beat him.

“Trump is a bridge of reaction 
from the US to Britain. He’s given 
confidence to Boris Johnson and 
Nigel Farage.”

Protester Dorothy Guerrero 
told Socialist Worker, “There’s 
a challenge here, what were 
previously political taboos are 
becoming the mainstream— 
they’re in the centre.”

Adam Taylor joined the 
protest. He said there was “a 
profound sense of wrongness 
about this man becoming 
president”.

Adam was angry at Trump’s 
lies, “He said he was going to 
‘drain the swamp’ but his cabinet 

is packed with billionaires and 
bankers.

“This protest is part of a global 
voice against a racist, sexist 
bigot. I’m here to be a part of 
that voice.”

Speakers from the stage 
argued that Trump’s politics 
need to be challenged with a 
movement from below.

“Hate crimes have to be 
opposed,” said Ian Hodson, 
national president of the Bfawu 
union. “The hate and division 

from Trump, the Tories and the 
media cannot go unchallenged.

“In this darkest hour, by 
standing together we can change 
the world.”

People weren’t just 
angry about Trump’s racist 
scapegoating. Catherine from 
Dublin joined the protest. 
“Trump is a self-confessed sex 
abuser,” she said. “Misogyny 
does not even describe his 
attitude to women.”

Naima Omar from student 
SUTR said, “Racism is not 
confined to the US and Trump. 
We face a battle here too. Muslim 
students especially are facing the 
Prevent programme which spies 
on them.”

Speakers including Lindsey 
German from Stop the War 
slammed Trump for his 
militarism and imperialism.

After demonstrating outside 
the embassy, protesters headed 
off into the centre of London and 
marched down Oxford Street and 
Piccadilly Circus.

It grew larger as it marched—
to well over 2,500.

Outside the US embassy 
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BA strikers join the march 
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Gabriel from 
the US 
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People attack their Trump-supporting Tory MP

Thousands across Britain 
join Dump Trump protests
IN TOWNS and 
cities across Britain 
protesters gathered to 
oppose Donald Trump 
last Friday.

The events were 
called by local Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR) 
groups and others 
including Campaign 
Against Climate 
Change, Abortion 
Rights and Stop the 
War.

Over 500 people 
marched on the 
US consulate in 
Edinburgh. There 
were lots of university 
students including 
LGBT+ groups.

Up to 700 people 
also rallied in central 
Glasgow.

Over 500 people 
joined the rally in 
Manchester, including 
Muslim activists 
against Prevent, 
Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign supporters, 
LGBT+ activists and 
many others who 
hate what Trump 
represents.

Student Grace said, 
“It’s unacceptable that 
he’s president after all 
he’s said and done.

“How can a 
president enforce 
the law if he says 
Mexicans are rapists?

“It shows that it 
isn’t enough if the 
law says people are 
equal.”

In Bristol up to  
400 protesters caused 
gridlock by taking to 
the streets. 

Around 150 people 
protested in Cardiff, 
with US student Alex 
and councillor Ali 
Ahmed leading the 
destruction of a giant 
Trump-head piñata.

There were over 
200 in Norwich and 
300 in Newcastle, over 
60 in Huddersfield 
and up to 100 in 
Nottingham.

Shame 
The 50 protesters in 
Portsmouth’s Guildhall 
Square tore down 
a “wall of shame” 
representing Trump 
and his values.

But at an indoor 
event in Chesterfield 
campaigners built a 
“wall of solidarity” and 
sang a version of Pink 
Floyd’s song “Another 
Brick in the Wall”.

Around 70 people 
gathered in central 
Brighton for a protest 
called by SUTR and 

the People’s Assembly.
Over 50 people 

protested against 
Trump in York. 
Called by SUTR, the 
demonstration was 
joined by anti-war 
activists and  
anti-frackers.

There were also 
evening protests 
in places including 
Birmingham, 
Bradford, Lancaster, 
Leeds, Liverpool, 
Oxford, Sheffield, 
Southampton and 
Swansea.

The following day 
Women’s Marches 
were held across 
Britain. 

Some 2,000 people 
joined protests and 
assemblies in both 
Manchester and 
Edinburgh, around 
1,500 in Shipley, West 
Yorkshire, (see below) 
while up to 1,500 
marched in Bristol and 
200 in Cambridge.

Out against bigotry in Edinburgh 

Turnout in Shipley shows 
there is a mood to resist 
AROUND 1,500 people 
marched in Shipley, 
near Bradford in 
West Yorkshire, last 
Saturday. 

They were 
protesting against 
Donald Trump and 
his supporter, local 
Tory MP Philip Davies 
who has said that he’d 
vote for Trump “in a 
heartbeat”.

Davies is notorious 
for his right wing 
views. Last August 
he told a “men’s 
rights”conference, 
“feminist zealots really 
do want women to 
have their cake and 
eat it”. 

The march was 
organised by a group 
called the Shipley 

Feminist Zealots. 
A lively rally heard 

speeches and spoken 
word recitals.

Trump’s sexism, 
mocking of disabled 
people and racism 
were compared with 
Davies’ views.  

The crowd agreed 
when a speaker 

stated, “To push back 
the right wing we need 
unity. 

“To achieve this we 
need to puncture the 
myth that somehow 
migrants are to blame 
for the mess that the 
neoliberals have made 
of running the world.”
Lesley McGorrigan

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

TRUMP PLANS RIGHT WING 
HORROR SHOW FOR WORLD

 A
S MILLIONS marched 
against him over the 
weekend, Donald Trump 
and his coterie of jackals 
have reminded the 

world why he is so despised.
In his inauguration speech 

Trump declared, “We share one 
glorious destiny.” He added that, 
“From this day forward, it’s going 
to be only America first”.

He said, “It’s time to remember 
that old wisdom that whether we 
are black or brown or white, we 
all bleed the same red blood of 
patriots.”

“We must protect our borders 
from the ravages of other 
countries destroying our jobs.”

Trump claimed to want to end 
the “American carnage” where 
“mothers and children are trapped 
in poverty in our inner cities”—
while preparing more carnage of 
his own. 

On inauguration day, Trump 
launched a vicious attack on 
women’s right to choose. One of 
his first presidential decrees bans 
federal funding for NGOs that 
support abortion. 

Another gives government 
departments the power to gut the 
flawed “Obamacare” state medical 
insurance programme. That was 

just the start.Trump’s team have 
detailed some £8.4 trillion of cuts 
to federal departments’ budgets 
over the next ten years.

Meanwhile, the people taking 
some of the top jobs in Trump’s 
White House have shown chilling  
indifference to ordinary people.

Trump’s energy secretary Rick 
Perry reportedly didn’t know that 
his job includes responsibility for 
the US nuclear weapons arsenal.

Education secretary Betsy 
DeVos recently said she thinks 
guns should be allowed in schools 
because of “potential grizzlies.” 
She supports the school vouchers 
programme, which means states 
will pay private schools to educate 
students. No wonder there is so 

much opposition—and that Trump 
seeks to deny it. 

A series of estimates put the 
crowd at Trump’s inauguration 
“celebration” at around 160,000 
to 200,000. That’s one third of the 
Women’s March the next day and 
far smaller than the crowds for 
Barack Obama’s inaugurations.

But White House press officer 
Sean Spicer said, “This was the 
largest audience ever to witness 
an inauguration, period.” 

Trump remains a disruptive 
figure, untrustworthy for much 
of big business. He underlined 
this on Monday when he signed 
an executive order to withdraw 
from the negotiating process of 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership—the 
deal to isolate China so carefully 
put together by Obama.

But he will govern for the rich, 
the military and the powerful.

Last week he publicly accused 
the US security services of leaking 
reports detailing his ties to Russia. 
Days after, he said to CIA bosses, 
“I know maybe sometimes you 
haven’t gotten the backing that 
you’ve wanted, and you’re going to 
get so much backing.”

Last weekend’s protests need 
to be a taste of things to come if 
Trump is to be defeated.

LEFT WHISPERS IN FRANCE
 A FTER FIVE years in office 

hammering workers, the 
Labour-type Socialist Party 

in France looks set to pick an 
outspoken opponent of its own 
policies as presidential candidate.

Benoit Hamon is one of two 
ministers whose resignations 
in protest at austerity brought 
down prime minister Manuel Valls’ 
cabinet in 2014. Now he is well 
ahead of Valls in the centre left’s 
primary election.

President Francois Hollande 
already made history by declining 

to stand, faced with record low 
approval ratings of 4 percent.

If elected, Hamon vows to 
repeal the Work Law that French 
workers fought so valiantly against 
last year and to introduce a 
universal basic income. 

He would take in more 
refugees, end France’s dependence 
on nuclear power and cut the 
working week to 32 hours. 

Hamon is unlikely to win 
the presidental election. Bitter 
resentment at Hollande’s policies 
has splintered the Socialist Party. 

Splits from its left and its right 
wing have both pulled ahead of it 
in the polls. The race is dominated 
by homophobic Tory Francois 
Fillon and fascist Marine Le Pen.

Turnouts in its primary were 
low. And Hamon kept aloof from 
the movement against the Work 
Law, emphasising parliamentary 
manoeuvres that failed to stop it.

But despite these limitations, 
his success shows that the mood 
that Jeremy Corbyn and Bernie 
Sanders tapped into is alive in 
France as well. 

He remains a 
disruptive figure, 
untrustworthy 
for much of  
big business 

‘‘ 

Socialist Worker  25 January 2017
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SATURDAY 18 MARCH

lMigrants and refugees welcome 
lStand up to racism, Islamophobia   
    and antisemitism

NATIONAL DEMOS

London, Glasgow, Cardiff 

Trade union conference

SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY
Hamilton House, London WC1H 9BD

STAND UP TO RACISM

lNational conference aimed to mobilise 
   for 18 March demonstrations and take  
   anti-racism into the workplaces 

To register go to standuptoracism.org.uk
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Stop playing Labour 
right’s Brexit game
THE LABOUR Party is getting itself into yet another 
pickle. This time it’s over Theresa May’s plan to trigger 
Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty and start the two-year 
countdown to Britain leaving the European Union (EU).

Jeremy Corbyn said last week he would instruct Labour 
MPs to support triggering Article 50. But now we learn from 
the Financial Times newspaper that “scores of Labour MPs” 
plan to vote against.

This is predictable enough among right wing New Labour 
supporters who campaigned to stay in the EU and then 
blamed Corbyn when they lost.

But shadow business secretary Clive Lewis, backed by 
some on the left as a future leader, says triggering Article 50 
is “not in the best interests” of his constituents.

Guardian columnist Owen Jones has come up with the 
even more helpful line. “Jeremy Corbyn has no choice but to 
back Article 50, and some of his MPs have no choice but to 
defy his order to back the triggering of it,” he wrote.

Opposing Article 50 makes some sense if you are a  
to-the-bitter-end opponent of Brexit and will do anything 
to stop it. Often this stance goes along with a contemptuous 
and elitist dismissal of the majority of voters who opted to 
leave. 

So far the hope that people will eventually change their 
minds when confronted with the reality of Brexit doesn’t 
seem to be working out.

The latest YouGov poll puts support for leaving the EU 
single market at 57 percent and for leaving the European 
Customs Union at 56 percent. Understandably, remainers 
are much less enthusiastic than leavers.

Clive Lewis and the Labour right want to stay in the 
neoliberal single market but dump freedom of movement for 
workers throughout Europe.

Pressure from them and from Unite general secretary Len 
McCluskey has pushed Corbyn into weakening his support 
for freedom of movement. Though he did this in such a 
hesitant and half-hearted manner that he succeeded in 
satisfying no one.

Threaten
The rebellion over Article 50 will simply add to the confusion 
at a moment when the Tories are beginning to get their act 
together.

May had the confidence to threaten last week to walk 
away from the negotiations with the rest of the EU because 
she thinks she has a new ally in Washington.

She hopes Donald Trump’s enthusiasm for Brexit and 
disdain for the EU will give her “global Britain” a powerful 
alternative in a free-market “Anglosphere”. Never mind 
that it’s quite unclear how this vision fits with Trump’s 
declaration in his inaugural speech that “protection will lead 
to great prosperity and strength.”

The Sunday Telegraph newspaper reports that Trump “is 
planning a new deal for Britain”, involving closer financial 
and defence cooperation and fewer trade barriers.

Then will come a “full monty” state visit to Britain in 
the summer. According to one crony, “Trump has taken to 
calling Mrs May ‘my Maggie’ in private.”

No doubt there’s a lot of wishful thinking on both sides, if 
not pure fantasy. Nevertheless, May hopes to seize on Trump’s 
advent to office in the hope it can give Brexit a coherence that 
the pro-leave right has so far failed to provide.

In these circumstances it is completely irresponsible for 
EU supporters within Labour to start a fight over Article 50.

This isn’t just because it will allow the Tories and Ukip 
to portray Labour as anti-democratic and seek to tear away 
those of its supporters who voted to leave. Accepting Brexit 
is indispensable to offering an alternative to neoliberalism.

Back in September Corbyn made a speech arguing that 
the vote to leave reflected “the failure of an entire economic 
model to provide the chances and opportunities to a 
generation of our people”. It started mapping out a set of 
alternative policies.

It’s essential for Corbyn to continue on this path. He hasn’t 
done so sufficiently coherently or robustly—witness his 
U-turn on maximum salaries.

These hesitations have a lot to do with the barracking and 
outright sabotage of the Labour right. Lewis, Jones, and their 
like should stop playing the right’s game.

‘Time for a shake-up’ after 
fall of sectarian assembly
New elections in 
Northern Ireland are 
an opportunity for 
‘real, tangible change’ 
say candidates for 
People Before Profit

ELECTIONS TO a new 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
will take place on 2 March.

The devolved assembly  
collapsed after the Democratic 
Unionist Party leader and 
first minister, Arlene Foster, 
became embroiled in a  
green-energy initiative that 
will cost hundreds of millions 
of pounds.

Months of wrangling and 
brinkmanship from the main-
stream parties lie ahead. 

But there is an alternative. 
Gerry Carroll, who topped the 
poll in West Belfast last May, 
and Foyle assembly member 
Eamonn McCann will stand 
again for People before 
Profit. So will a number of 
other candidates.

Alternative
According to Gerry, “This is 
a once in a lifetime election. 
The establishment has let 
people down, and people are 
crying out for an alternative. 

“We think that we can win 
two seats in West Belfast. If 
we do, it will represent an 
enormous shift in the balance 
of politics here. It will signal 
that change is on the way, 
that people have had enough, 
and that the big parties can 
no longer rely on people to 
vote for them.

“The old is dying and the 
new is beginning to be born.”

Ivanka Antova is the  
candidate for South Antrim 
and Padraigin Mervyn is 
standing in South Belfast.

Padraigin said, “Every 

time I turn on the TV or look 
at the news, a new scandal 
has erupted at Stormont. 
Sometimes you don’t know 
whether to laugh or cry. Time 
and time again the big parties  
in the Assembly have let us 
down. They have failed to 
deliver real, tangible change 
for people here.”

Michael Collins—the other 
candidate in West Belfast—
added, “People across this 

city are infuriated at the 
recent RHI scandal which 
wasted up to £600million,  
while people are on the 
streets homeless, while  
pensioners are struggling to 
heat their homes, and work-
ers are being denied a decent 
pay rise. But people in this  
community aren’t stupid. 
They know that they have 
been let down.”

Eamonn said in the assem-
bly, “We are talking in a 
vacuum. This is the way 
that the assembly ends—
not with a bang but with a  
whimpering diminuendo of 
interest as we slink away 
having achieved absolutely 
nothing on the big issues that 
I confront in the interests of 
the majority of the people.” 

“The executive have 

collapsed under the weight 
of their own contradictions. 
The flaws in the system were 
not in the edifice of the exec-
utive; the flaws are in the 
foundations of the system.”

Break
Fiona Ferguson is the candidate  
for North Belfast. Fiona said, 
“Now is the time to make a 
change and break the old 
voting patterns.

“Send a message to the 
establishment that enough is 
enough. It’s time for a shake-
up. It’s time for an alterna-
tive type of politics that puts 
people before profit.”

EAMONN MCCANN, assembly member for Foyle (above) 
and Fiona Ferguson, candidate for North Belfast (left)

Spies not blamed in ‘travesty’ of abuse inquiry
by SIMON BASKETTER

CHILDREN suffered decades of 
sexual, physical and emotional 
abuse in homes run by the state, 
charities and churches in Northern 
Ireland, an inquiry found last week.

Sir Anthony Hart chaired the four-
year Historical Institutional Abuse 
inquiry. He said payouts of up to 
£100,000 should be made to those 
who suffered the worst abuse or 
were sent to Australia.

Hart found “systemic failings” at 
20 of the 22 institutions probed over 
allegations from 1922 to 1995. But 
he rejected claims that a paedophile 
ring involving British establishment 
figures abused boys at the Kincora 

home in Belfast. 
There have long 

been suspicions that 
security services 
protected William 
McGrath—who ran 
the home and did 

abuse children—because of his links 
to Loyalist paramilitaries. Among the 
first to voice concerns was former 
Army information officer Colin 
Wallace in 1975. He was swiftly 
moved from his post.

Colin said, “The astonishing 
claim by the authorities, including 
the Intelligence Services, that they 

knew nothing about the 
allegations surrounding 

McGrath’s sexual 
activities until 1980 is 
a total travesty.”

Security services 
refused to give 
evidence. It emerged 
in the inquiry that 
files about Kincora 
have been “lost”.

Kincora boys’ home (main),
Colin Wallace (inset)

More online...
Read about the campaign at  
peoplebeforeprofit.ie/north

lRead Colin Wallace’s full 
statement at bit.ly/2jJW6Lc
lRead more about Kincora at 
bit.ly/2jQh4dd
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‘Someone may die’—top NHS 
boss admits new cuts will kill
In an exclusive report, Tomáš Tengely-Evans lifts the lid on the consequences of the Tories’ new 
closure plans—in the words of the North Devon hospital chief helping to draw them up
PATIENTS COULD die because of 
Tory plans to close hundreds of 
hospital departments, a top NHS 
boss has admitted.

Shocking footage shows Laura 
Nicholas making the admission at a 
public meeting in Braunton, North 
Devon.

“You say that if an ambulance 
has to drive past a hospital to go 
somewhere else, someone may die,” 
she said. “That may be the case, but 
we have to balance that against the 
whole range of other people who 
may not have access to any services 
at all.”

The Tories are imposing local 
Sustainability and Transformation 
Plans (STPs) on the NHS in 
England, dividing it into 44 “foot-
prints” and slashing £22 billion by 
2020.

Drafting
A s  n e w  D e v o n  C l i n i c a l 
Commissioning Group director of 
strategy, Nicholas has taken a lead 
in drafting the region’s STP.

Her comments were made at a 
meeting last December, called in 
response to local NHS budget cuts 
but where people demanded she 
answer questions about the STPs.

Dave Clinch of the Save Our 
Hospital Services campaign in 
Devon told Socialist Worker, “I can’t 
believe that Nicholas would want to 
play one death off against another. 
We’ve said all along that people will 
die—and now Nicholas has pretty 
much admitted that.”

Devon has already been hit by 
NHS boss Simon Steven’s “Success 
Regime”. Its “A Case for Change” 
report said that accident and emer-
gency, children’s, maternity and 
stroke services could be removed 
from North Devon District Hospital 
in Barnstaple.

These plans have now been 
incorporated into the local STP.
Under the cover of a drive to cen-
tralise acute services and improve 
patient care, the STPs’ real purpose 
is to slash services across the board. 

This includes cutting £557 mil-
lion from Devon’s health and 
social care budget. Patients will 

be forced to travel to the near-
est hospital in Exeter—around 
40 mi les  f rom Torr ington, 
50 miles from Barnstaple and  
80 miles from Lynton.

The NHS crisis claimed three 
patients’ lives at Worcestershire 
Royal Hospital earlier this month.

Nicholas’ comments show that 
this will only get worse if the Tories 
succeed in pushing through their 
plans. But there has been growing 
resistance to the STPs, with local 
groups springing up to oppose them.

Labour-run Waltham Forest coun-
cil in north east London became the 
latest local authority to refuse to sign 
off on the local STP. This was due 
to sustained pressure from the local 
health campaign, which lobbied 
councillors and gained the support 
of three local Labour Party branches. 

This is a major roadblock for 
the Tories—more Labour councils 
should refuse to sign them.   

The national demonstration in 
defence of the NHS on Saturday 
4 March is an opportunity to unite 
the fights and push back the Tories’ 
assault on the NHS. It is called by 
Health Campaigns Together and 
backed by the Unite union. 

Other unions—and the Labour 
Party—should back and build the 
demonstration.

On other pages...
‘To fly to starve’—British Airways 
cabin crew strike >>Page 17

Brighton protest shows anger at the cuts
by JULIE SHERRY

OVER 1,000 people joined a 
march for the NHS in Brighton 
last Saturday, organised by 
the Sussex Defend the NHS 
campaign.

NHS campaigners are coming 
on to the streets to oppose the 
latest threat facing an NHS 
already in crisis—the Tories’ 
£22 billion cuts. 

These Sustainability 
Transformation Plans (STPs) are 
an attempt by the Tories to get 
councils to agree to their fresh 
package of NHS cuts.

The Brighton demonstration 
showed how to mobilise to stop 
these attacks.

It was backed by the trades 
council and led by shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell.

The demonstration was 
threaded through with union 

banners and flags—Unison, GMB, 
Unite and a good showing from 
the RMT—as well as Labour Party, 
Momentum and Green Party 
banners.

Starting from the hospital, 
marchers made their way to 
the train station to highlight the 
links between the attacks on 
the NHS and the current battle 
by Southern Rail strikers (see 
page 18).

Speakers at the rally, from 
NHS workers to community 
campaigners, stressed the 
need for councils to refuse to 
implement the STP cuts. The 
march was cheered by people 
stopping to applaud as the march 
passed by.

Theresa May has tried to deny 
the crisis in the NHS and turn 
the blame onto migrant workers 
instead.

But the big turnout for the 
demonstration in Brighton shows 
the deep-seated rage working 
class people feel towards the 
Tories’ assault on the health 
service. 

Active fighting campaigns that 
are mobilising action to defend 
the NHS can resist the cuts. 

The NHS was built on migrant 
labour—as speakers pointed 
out—so strong campaigns can 
undermine the Tories’ attempts 
to whip up racism to divide us.

BACK STORY
Tory cuts are running the NHS 
into the ground
lSustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs) are 
the latest attack on the NHS
lIf allowed to go ahead, the 
Tories will slash £22 billion off 
the NHS budget by 2020
lNHS boss Laura Nicholas has 
admitted that the cuts could 
mean more people will die
lResistance to the cuts can shift 
the political debate

PROTESTERS MARCH from the hospital to the train station in Brighton  Pictures: Julie sherry

National Demonstration  

Saturday 4 March 

 

#OUR NHS lDEFEND OUR NHS
lNO CUTSlNO CLOSURES 

lNO PRIVATISATION

Assemble 12 noon, Tavistock Square,  
London WC1 (nearest tubes 

Russell Square and Euston) and 
join the march on parliament

McDonnell on the march
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‘We’re here 
to stay,’ say 
EU migrant 
workers 
Nick Clark spoke to migrant workers 
about how they’re organising to 
defend their freedom of movement

EUROPEAN MIGRANTS living 
in Britain have spoken out after 
Tory prime minister Theresa May 
announced plans to end freedom 
of movement.

May’s plans—announced in a 
speech on leaving the European 
Union (EU) last week—would make 
it harder for EU migrants to live and 
work in Britain.

Now some EU migrants have 
told Socialist Worker what they 
fear could happen if May gets her 
way—and how we can defend free 
movement.

Ulrike Schmidt from Walthamstow, 
east London, is originally from 
Germany but has been living in Britain 
for 28 years. She said the threats to 
end free movement made her feel 
“deeply distressed and anxious”.

She said, “I’ve been teaching 
here for 23 years and engaged in 
the community and in the multicul-
tural society I believed in.

“Now they raise all these plans 
like they only want EU migrants 
who earn a certain amount. Well I 
only earn £18,000 a year.

“Or we have to get private health 
insurance. I can’t get private health 
insurance—just forget it. Or things 
like employers should have to pay 
£1,000 to have a migrant worker.”

Distressed
She added, “All this makes me feel 
deeply distressed and anxious. I 
could go back to Germany, but I’m 
not employable there anymore. All 
the qualifications I have are from 
here.”

Ulrike explained that the effect 
of ending free movement would be 
harder on some EU migrants—such 
as Roma people—than on others. 

She said, “People from the Roma 
communities can’t just go back. 
The Roma are escaping unfair 
discrimination.

“In other European countries 
Roma children are regularly put in 
schools for children with learning 
difficulties. When they get to Britain 
they make spectacular progress in 
British schools.”

She added that there needed to 

be “mass demonstrations” to defend 
freedom of movement.

“I’m going to help organise a 
bloc of migrants on the Stand 
Up To Racism demonstration on 
Satursday 18 March—EU workers 
here to stay.”

Angry
Andrei Dudau, a Romanian food 
worker from Poole in Dorset is also 
worried about what ending freedom 
of movement could mean. He’s also 
deeply angry—and after 14 years in 
Britain is considering leaving.

He said, “A couple of years ago 
I would wonder about whether I 
needed citizenship. I always thought 
I’d spend the money on something 
else instead.

“A colleague at work told me I’ll 
always be an immigrant, even if I’ve 
got citizenship. So I’ll put two fin-
gers up and go. There are 27 other 
states I can go to.

“The only thing keeping me here 
in the first place is the fact that I 
have a steady job. But as soon as the 
company says, we have to let you 
go—that will be the time to leave. I 
don’t want to be a second class citi-
zen here.”

On other pages...
How we’re organising to defend 
free movement >>Page 9

WHAT WE THINK
Socialist Worker supports 
workers’ right to move freely  
between EU countries
lWe also believe in international 
solidarity across national borders 
everywhere—both inside and 
outside the EU
lThe fight against capitalism 
must also be a fight to bring 
down these borders
lThese two positions are 
distinct. The fight to defend free 
movement is defensive. The fight 
to bring down all borders is a 
long-term revolutionary demand

‘On a work visa you’re basically a slave’
ONE FORM of scapegoating, 
used to justify ending freedom 
of movement, says that migrants 
are a drain on public services.

A similar argument is 
that workers from the EU 
“undercut” British-born workers. 
Unfortunately some on the left 
and in the trade unions have 
accepted parts of this argument.

But as London hotel worker 
Rafel Sanchis, originally from 
Catalonia, explained, many 
industries depend on migrant 
workers. He said, “There’s a lot 
of EU migrants in my sector.

“We always talk about how 
difficult it would be to run our 
sector without EU migrants. It’s 
the same in health, transport 
and cleaning.”

And Andre said, “I’ve been 

here for 14 years and paying 
taxes. Where did I contribute 
more—Romania or here? 
How do I put a strain on the 
economy?”

Andrei had been a rep in the 
Unite union, but said he had 
stopped because of other trade 
unionists’ support for ending 
freedom of movement.

Support
He said, “How can you call 
yourself a trade unionist or an 
internationalist when you’re 
saying you want people to come 
on a work permit? Do you know 
what a work permit implies?

“On a work visa you’re 
basically a slave to the company 
because the visa depends on 
your employment. So you can’t 

just leave the job if your rights 
are broken. You have to do 
what the company tells you to 
or they’ll put you back on the 
plane. 

“I’ve seen cases like that. That’s 
what the work permit means.”

The way to stop bosses driving 
down wages and conditions is to 
unite to fight them

Rafel said, “You have to say, 
everyone who wants to come 
here and participate is welcome. 
Everyone—from one continent 
to another—are the people who 
are working hard.

“We have to take part in any 
campaign. Join a union and 
support your colleagues. Support 
refugees and people from other 
unions fighting to make ends 
meet.”

Don’t be divided by Tory racism after Brexit
LIKE many EU migrants, Ulrike 
and Andrei wanted a Remain 
result in the EU referendum—and 
say they have seen a rise in racism 
since the vote.

Ulrike said, “There’s hostility 
directed towards migrants. I’ve 
been fighting racism all my life. 
Now it hits me deeply inside and I 
find it very difficult.

“There’s been a lot of 
Islamophobia and a lot of racist 
abuse.”

And Andre said, “It’s the whole 
political climate. I’ve visited 

Christchurch a few times for 
holidays over the past few years 
and never had any issues.

“But last year I felt that because 
I was speaking a foreign language 
with my partner everyone was 
looking at me.”

But Andre also blames the 
right wing media and Theresa 
May for scapegoating migrants. 
“I’ve got so tired of Theresa May,” 
he said.

“She will always use whatever 
means she can to shift the blame. 
Now it’s immigrants. 

We’re the scapegoats for 
everything that’s bad”.

Rafel also blamed May for 
encouraging racism. 

He said, “She’s also 
encouraging the racists in Britain. 
That’s a bit scary. 

“As a migrant in hospitality you 
can see some of the customers 
treat you differently. And there’s 
been the rise in racist attacks.

“Not everyone who voted to 
Leave is a racist. But the way the 
politicians talk encourages some 
people.”

BOSSES BRING down wages, not migrant workers    Picture: Guy Smallman

Ulrike is a teacher
from Germany

Rafel is a hotel worker 
from Catalonia

Andrei is a food worker 
from Romania

8 NEWS AND COMMENTSocialist Worker 25 January 2017



LETTERS Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW Socialist Worker  25 January 2017

9

Boycott the 
student survey
STUDENTS AT Kingston 
University voted last 
week to take a stand 
against the Tories’ attack 
on higher education 
by boycotting the 
government’s National 
Student Survey (NSS).

The NSS is used to 
grade universities—
rankings which the 
Tories want to use to 
justify some universities 
hiking their fees, 
creating a two-tier 
system.

Richard Donnelly
South London

Don’t mock 
dead prisoners
ALEC PROVAN (Letters, 
11 Jan 2017) writes that 
the Islamophobe who 
was sentenced to nine 
months in jail for racist 
abuse died in prison just 
after Christmas. 

“What a shame,” he 
adds, ironically.

Revolutionary socialists 
should not rejoice at the 
death of a prisoner. 

 Tim Evans
Swansea

Theresa May 
the extremist
THERESA MAY gave a 
speech last week, saying 
people’s anger can feed 
parties of the “hard left” 
and the “extreme right”.

So, let’s keep pushing 
“hard left” and make sure 
Theresa May’s nightmares 
become a reality.

Richard Purdie
Bradford 

Corbyn’s on 
our side 
I THINK Socialist Worker 
has been a bit unfair 
to Corbyn. In all his 
statements he has made 
it clear that he is in 
favour of free movement. 

When Corbyn and what 
he stands for is under 
attack we should stand 
four square behind him.

Jim Hutchinson
Gateshead 

Eat a piece of 
humble pie
I HAVE been reading 
Socialist Worker for  
40 years and its record 
of supporting workers’ 
struggle is second to 
none. However, while 
being very quick to 
criticise others there is 
never a hint of self-
doubt. Perhaps a little 
humility is called for?

Mick Hawker
Sheffield

What free movement is and 
how we can fight to defend it
SOCIALISTS DEFEND refugees’ 
rights and argue for open borders 
in principle. Therefore it is often 
accepted as obvious that we 
support the freedom of movement 
inside the European Union (EU).  

But there is a clear distinction 
between those two things.

The fight for a world without 
borders will be long and difficult. 

By contrast, the freedom of 
movement inside the EU is an 
existing workers’ right, enjoyed 
not only by migrants in Britain, 
but by British-born workers too. 

Millions of Britons use it to live 
and work on the continent. The 
Tories are hell bent on taking away 
that right. 

If we don’t resist, soon that vital 
freedom will be gone for ever.

The question of immigration 
and freedom of movement is the 
most burning issue in Britain right 
now. Worryingly, some people have 
accepted the lie that immigration 
lowers wages and have rejected 
the principle.

The Tories’ attack on freedom of 
movement is an assault on workers’ 
rights. We need to be clear that 
abandoning that freedom is a 
betrayal of the whole working class. 

Our fight against racism has to 
be translated into a number of 
specific questions. One of them 
has to be a resolute defence of 
freedom of movement. 

Jacek Szymanski
North London

nSOCIALIST WORKER pointed out 
that the RMT union is opposed to 
free movement of labour (Socialist 

Worker, 18 January). But earlier 
this month two London branches 
—Finsbury Park and Bakerloo—
passed motions supporting it.

The motion said that migrants 
and immigration are not to blame 
for stagnating wages and squeezed 
services. It said, “If and when 
employers do use one group of 
workers to undercut another, our 
answer is strong workplace 
organisation and united struggle.

“We will not accept one group 
of workers being turned against 
another.”

The motion also pointed out 
that migrant workers have always 
played a central role in the union 
movement. It added, “We should 
support freedom of movement.

“The wealth workers produce is 
free to travel uninhibited across 
borders. The workers who produce 
it should have the same freedom.”

The motion resolved to 
“campaign against increased 
border controls being part of the 
Brexit deal”. It also pledged to 

support campaigns for migrants’ 
and refugees’ rights.

It is possible to argue for free 
movement, even within a union 
where many oppose it, and win.

Phil Rowan
South London 

nMY UNITE union branch decided 
to back Ian Allinson for general 
secretary. We nominated Ian by 
five votes to four. 

We should not be pessimistic 
about how we can shape the 
argument and relate to the best 
members in our meetings—
particularly around the key 
question of freedom of movement.

I made the case that trade 
unionism is founded on solidarity 
and that defending free movement 
was an integral part of this.
Conceding this means blaming 
others rather than organising 
resistance to the Tories. 

Therefore there should be a 
candidate on the ballot who 
unequivocally backs free 
movement and Ian is the only 
prospective candidate offering 
this. This was important in 
winning over people who were on 
the fence.

A show of hands was taken for 
incumbent Len McCluskey and Ian. 

The vote went in favour of Ian 
and it was markedly young 
members of the branch that voted 
for him. The arguments around 
freedom of movement seemed to 
have a stronger resonance with 
these members.

Mark Dunk 
South London 

Use right 
language
WE NEED to respond to 
Theresa May’s statement 
about taking mental health 
more seriously on a cultural 
level, as well as to pointing 
to the chronic underfund-
ing.

The abuse that people 
with mental health illness 
suffer is quite staggering. 

Labelling irrational 
situations as “crazy” or 
“mad” shows a breathtaking 
lack of awareness. 

Just as we wouldn’t 
dismiss a physically disabled 
person as a “cripple”, 
neither should we use terms 
that mental health sufferers 
find offensive.

John Curtis
Ipswich

Election is an 
opportunity
THE ELECTION for the 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
is a great opportunity for 
left wing People Before 
Profit (PBP) party to 
improve on their two 
Members of the Legislative 
Assembly (MLA).

For once the key election 
issue is not a sectarian one.

The governing DUP’s 
republican opponents in 
Sinn Fein were slow to 
realise how outraged 
people would be at the 
heating subsidy scandal. 

They were pushed into 
triggering the election by 
their angry supporters.

But the election will be 
for a reduced number of 
MLAs. This could make it 
difficult for those, such as 
PBP MLA Eamonn McCann, 
who got in last time on the 
final count of transferred 
votes.

John Shemeld
Nottingham

March for 
health 
THE TORIES are out to 
destroy the NHS along 
with other public services.

Workers are being 
drowned in paperwork 
and services are being run 
down to such a poor 
quality.

This is to soften them 
up for privatisation.

That makes the 
Saturday 4 March 
national demonstration in 
London so important in 
the fight to save the NHS.

Fran Manning
South London

Just a 
thought...

Defend migrant rights after Brexit

ACTIVISTS IN Chesterfield build a “wall of solidarity” on the day Trump was inaugurated   Picture: callum Salfield 
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SPEAKING 
POWER TO 
TRUMP
Sadie Robinson reports from Washington on the huge 
demonstrations that greeted the inauguration of new  
US president Donald Trump

D
ONALD TRUMP has 
a fight on his hands. 
The racist, sexist bil-
lionaire was sworn in 
as US president last 
Friday. But he couldn’t 

do so without provoking hundreds 
of thousands of people in the US—
and millions across the globe—to 
take to the streets to oppose him.

An enormous Women’s March 
filled the streets of Washington DC 
last Saturday. It was impossible to 
move.

From early on Metro stations were 
overrun with a sea of placards and 
pink “pussy hats”. Protesters were 
taking issue with Trump’s comment 
that his celebrity status made it easier 
to grab women “by the pussy”.

Hundreds of thousands protested 
in states across the US at the same 
time—and on the Friday to mark 
Inauguration Day.

Trump’s sickening sexism has infu-
riated people, but it was far from the 
only reason people protested. When 
asked why they were there, most 
people had to wait a minute before 
responding, because there were so 
many possible answers.

Fears about the impact of Trump 
on education, reproductive rights, 
climate change, the supreme court, 
health care, nuclear power and 
racism came up again and again.

Many complained about Trump’s 
refusal so far to release his tax returns 
and his family’s refusal to live in the 
White House, costing millions in 
extra security.

T a r a  P i s t a r  f r o m  t h e 
Washington County Teachers’ 
Union said it was about “democ-
racy”. “He may be elected but he 
needs to know that a large major-
ity of people don’t support him,” 
she told Socialist Worker.

Like many others Tara was 
furious at Trump’s apparent 
plans for education. “I think 
it’s disgraceful that he has 
nominated Betsy DeVos for 
education secretary. 

“This is someone who knows 
nothing about public schools or 
has no understanding of chil-
dren with needs.

“The education system is going 
down the toilet already and she has 

no idea what we deal with every 
day.”

Alexandria Medellin came to the 
Women’s March with 150 students 
from Hamilton College in New York. 
“I’m most worried about education,” 
she told Socialist Worker. “I have a 
12 year old sister and I want her to 
have the same opportunities in public 
school that I had.

“But I think a Trump administration 
will want to cut back on funding and 
some classes, such as art, will be cut.”

Carly was among many first-time 
marchers. “His cabinet appointments 
have been very worrying,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “He’s going to try 
and reverse the gains we have made 
over the past 50 years.

“I hope they get the message from 
today that people won’t take this  
sitting down. People say millennials 
won’t put up with things but it’s not 

just millennials. It’s everybody.”
Maya flew in from California to 

protest in DC. “I think Trump will 
introduce a lot of corruption,” she 
told Socialist Worker. “It will be very 
hard to reverse that.

“I think he should know that there 
are many more people who will fight 
him rather than support him.”

Mary was concerned about Trump 
repealing Obamacare, which, despite 
its serious flaws, has given millions 
of Americans access to health care 
for the first time. “My cousin had no 
insurance and the hip replacement 
he got with Obamacare changed his 
life,” she said.

For protesters, Trump’s claims 
that he will help workers and 
create more jobs in the US were a 
joke. Government worker Kim said, 
“Trump has had all these luxury 
hotels and businesses. Several went 
bankrupt and he didn’t pay people.

“He doesn’t care about people. 
What does he know about trying to 
find a job?”

Many marchers feared Trump 
would turn back the clock on hard-
won rights. One chant summed this 
up, “Donald Trump, go away—racist, 
sexist, anti-gay.”

Dani and Lauren felt they could 
become a target under a Trump 
administration. “We want to have a 
child,” explained Dani. “How can we 
have a mixed race child as a same-
sex couple in Trump’s America?”

Jan, a retired administrator for 
a women’s rights organisation from 
Michigan, said Trump “represents 
the total reversal of everything I 

have worked my whole life for”.
“I grew up during the Civil Rights 

movement, the anti-Vietnam war 
movement and the movement for 
women’s rights,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “I think our whole govern-
ment has become too focused on  
elections and has forgotten about real 
people.”

K
I M  SA I D  Tr u m p ’s 
administration “looks 
like fascism to me”.  
“The whole tone of this 
election was so ugly,” 
she added.

Liza Knapp from Massachusetts 
agreed. “I’m a Christian pastor,” she 
told Socialist Worker. “I couldn’t be 
true to my calling if I didn’t speak out.

“The language used during the 
election stirred up xenophobia, 
racism and sexism. We are trying to 
show that this is not the true face of 
America.”

Medina Haeri flew in from Geneva, 
Switzerland, to be on the Women’s 
March. She had lived in the US for 

over 30 years. “My family emigrated 
to the US when I was a small child,” 
she told Socialist Worker.

“I feel I owe the US a lot as it gave 
my family a lot of opportunities. But 
the America reflected in the elec-
tion didn’t ring true to me. It’s really 
sad. Immigrants will be deported 
even though they make such a 
contribution.”

For Ashley Bunn, who drove eight 
hours from Toledo, Ohio, to demon-
strate, Trump is “a manifestation of 
everything my people have fought 
against”.

“I need to be on the right side of 
history,” she told Socialist Worker. 
“Some people were discouraging, 
saying protests don’t achieving any-
thing. But our country is founded on 
protest.

“As a person of colour I wouldn’t 
be able to be here if it wasn’t for 
protests.”

Many people were gleeful that the 
Women’s March dwarfed the number 

of Trump supporters who turned out 
on Inauguration Day. Kim said she 
had never seen anything like it. And 
demonstrators were buoyed by the 
fact that others across the world were 
marching in solidarity, excitedly shar-
ing news of global protests.

The demo was a real mix of 
people—young and old, black and 
white, seasoned activists and first-
time marchers.

T
HE VAST ma jo r i ty 
of the placards were 
homemade. Many cel-
ebrated being a “nasty 
woman”—in response 
to Trump’s infamous 

denunciation of Hillary Clinton. 
People had badges declaring, “I 
am a nasty woman”.

Protesters mocked Trump with 
chants including, “We want a 
leader—not a creepy Tweeter,” and 
“Hands too small to build a wall”.

There were angry boos as the pro-
test passed the Trump International 
Hotel. And the anger wasn’t confined 
to those demonstrating in the streets.

Pat from Michigan brought a 
homemade sign reading, “Hear our 
voices” signed by relatives, friends 
and co-workers who couldn’t be on 
the march.

Everywhere, conversations were 
taking place between demonstrators 
and others about Trump. 

It was clear that many feel he 
doesn’t speak for them.

Kenny was working giving tours in 
DC on the day of Trump’s inaugura-
tion but said he would have joined 
the protests otherwise. He told 

Socialist Worker, “I believe Trump 
should be protested about. A lot of 
things he’s said do not fit the script 
for an American president.

“As a person of colour, I believe 
Trump is an overt racist. He’s not for 
the people, he’s for the rich.”

Lots of protesters would have pre-
ferred Clinton to win the presidency 
rather than endure the horror of 
Trump. 

But there was also a sense that her 
supporters weren’t entirely comfort-
able with her and the Democrats.

Bernie Sanders, a self-proclaimed 
socialist who Clinton defeated to 
become the Democratic presidential 
candidate, was very popular among 
marchers. Barb from the Westport 
Unitarian Church said, “I’m very dis-
appointed in the Democrats. I am a 
Bernie Sanders supporter—I am in no 
way a Hillary supporter.

“As far as I’m concerned, she is not 
a supporter of women. And she’s a 
warmonger, while I’m for peace.”

Carmen Hulbert helped to set up 
Latinos for Bernie from NYC. She 
told Socialist Worker, “I was a Bernie 
person at the Democratic convention. I 
voted for the Green candidate Jill Stein 
in the end. That was the only option, 
you had to stay with your conscience.

“Bernie Sanders was the candi-
date this country needed. I think he 
could’ve won.”

Mike McCabe, also from New York 
City, agreed. “If Bernie had stood, 
we’re confident he would’ve won. 
This presidential race put Trump in 
the White House. We definitely need 
an alternative party.”

Carmen added, “The day after 
Clinton lost, she said it was because 
she was a woman. Then it was FBI 
director James Comey, then Wikileaks. 
Then it was Russia. It’s rubbish—she 
was just a very poor candidate.”

S
OME FELT a failure of 
the political system 
had helped Trump win. 
Constance said, “A lot of 
Trump supporters have 
been left behind by the 

Democrats.”
First-time marcher Usha told 

Socialist Worker, “Both Sanders and 
Trump picked up on a real problem 
—that middle and working class 
Americans don’t think politics is 
working for them.

“I think the Democrats should 
work on that.”

Joseph came from California to 
protest in DC. “I don’t fault the work-
ing class men and women who voted 
for Trump,” he told Socialist Worker. 
“People are working ten-hour days or 

two jobs and still struggling to pay 
the bills.

“Trump stood in front of them and 
said, I will help you.”

The protests were defiant. On 
the Women’s March from the stage, 
speakers asked if demonstrators were 
afraid of Donald Trump. This sparked 
a resounding, “No!” from the crowd.

Liz Ibarra, who has campaigned 
against oil pipelines, told Socialist 
Worker, “Trump is never going to be 
my president.” The sentiment was 
echoed on thousands of placards on 
protests across the US.

Individual trade unionists and 
small groups did join the protests last 
weekend, but they didn’t have a big 
enough organised presence. 

And, understandably on such 
huge demonstrations, there were 
wildly differing views on what should 
happen next.

Some people said getting more 
Democrats elected is the way to limit 
Trump’s attacks. They said the next 
focus would be on elections in two 
years’ time. 

Others stressed that ordinary 
people must stay organised and keep 
fighting.

Many did feel that this could 
happen and that opposition to Trump 
can grow as he breaks promises he 
made during his election campaign.

There is a sense that more and 
more people across America have 
decided enough is enough and that 
they need to take a stand.

Whether Trump gets away with his 
assaults will depend on whether ordi-
nary people resist. The protests prove 
the potential for that.

Protesting last Friday at the inauguration

Preparing to march

Marching to the Whitehouse Tara and friend Carmen and Mike

Jan Lauren and Dani

Hair enough

Trump’s sickening 
sexism has 
infuriated people, 
but it was far from 
the only reason 
people protested

‘‘ 



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

RALLIES, GIGS AND
PUBLIC MEETINGS

 STAND UP
 TO RACISM
 MIGRANTS 
 WELCOME
Events to build mass protests on 

Saturday 
18 March
in London, Glasgow and Cardiff
standuptoracism.org.uk
BARNSLEY
Sat 18 Feb, 1pm,
Barnsley Central Library, 
Market St, S70 1WA.
Speakers include 
Roger McKenzie (Unison), 
Pauline McCarthy (Bfawu, 
Labour Party NEC)
BIRMINGHAM
Love Music Hate Racism gig.
Fri 24 Feb, 7pm-1am,
The Crossing, High St, Digbeth, 
B5 5SU.
Acts include Gabbidon Band, 
Beat Goes Bang, Namiwa Jazz, 
Zara Sykes
BRISTOL
Thu 9 Feb, 7.15pm,
Broadmead Baptist Church, 
Union St, BS1 3HY.
Speakers include Moazzam 
Begg (Cage), Cllr Hibaq Jama 
(Labour), Terry Karampini, 
Nahella Ashraf
LEEDS
Sat 25 Feb, 12 noon,
Leeds Civic Hall, Council 
Chambers,  Calverly St,
LS1 1UR.
Speakers include
Julie Ward MEP (Labour), Cllr 
David Nagle (Labour), Weyman 
Bennett, speaker from Mend
LEICESTER
Wed 1 Feb, 7pm,
Adult Education College, 
54 Belvoir St, LE1 6QL.
Speakers include
Natalie Bennett (Green), 
Roger McKenzie (Unison), 
Cllr Riyait Singh (Labour)
LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 2 March, 7.30pm,
Old School Rooms, 
The Round Chapel, 
2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU.
Speakers include
Diane Abbott MP (Shadow 
home secretary), Gary Younge, 
Lucia Pradella, Zak Cochrane
LONDON: HARINGEY
Thu 28 Feb, 7.30pm
Kurdish Community Centre, 
11 Portland Gardens, N4 1HU.
Speakers include 
Catherine West MP (Shadow 
foreign office minister), Seema 
Chandwani (Tottenham Labour 
Party), Bibi Khan (Wightman 
Road Mosque)
LONDON: NEWHAM
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm,
Stratford Picture House, 
Salway Rd, E15 1BX.
Speakers include 
Stephen Timms MP (Labour), 
Leslie Brent (Kindertransport 
refugee), Siema Iqbal (Mend), 
Lucia Pradella, Claire 
Moseley (Care4Calais), Brian 
Richardson
SHEFFIELD
Tue 7 Feb, 7pm,
United Reform Church, 
Norfolk St, S1 2JB.
Speakers include Moazzam 
Begg (Cage), Louise Regan 
(NUT), Azad Ali (Mend), 
Zaiban Alam (Rotherham 12 
barrister), Zak Cochrane
YORK
Wed 15 Feb, 7.30pm,
Priory Street Community 
Centre,  Priory St, YO1 6ET.
Speakers include 
Moazzam Begg (Cage),
Rachael Maskel MP(Labour), 
Laura Munteanu,
Cllr Denise Craighill (Green),
Nahella Ashraf

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ESSEX
1917—the February 
Revolution
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
The shape of 
imperialism today
Wed 1 Feb, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
After his inauguration—
can Trump be stopped?
Thu 2 Feb, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
BOLTON
Fake news, celebrity 
culture and other lies
Thu 26 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
After his inauguration—
can Trump be stopped?
Thu 2 Feb, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane (opposite 
the ice rink), BD5 0BQ
BURNLEY
Red Clydeside
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St. James’s St, BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Rock against racism—
lessons for today
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP
COVENTRY
After his inauguration—
can Trump be stopped?
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DUNDEE
Is identity the key to 
fighting oppression?
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
Is the long depression over?
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
HUDDERSFIELD
Marxism and art—John 
Berger’s ways of seeing
Wed 1 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LIVERPOOL
After his inauguration—
can Trump be stopped?
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, L1 3BT
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Marxism and art—John 
Berger’s ways of seeing
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close 
to the station), W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Is the long depression over?
Wed 1 Feb, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP

LONDON: HACKNEY
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON
After his inauguration—
can Trump be stopped?
Thu 2 Feb, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Fascists in America—
who are the alt-right?
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich station), SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
From coal mines to 
call centres—the 
working class today
Wed 1 Feb, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Prisons in crisis—
the criminalisation of 
the working class
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd, E17 4QU

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Can there be a revolution 
in Britain?
Wed 1 Feb, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church, 
Barlow Moor Rd, 
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
From Enoch Powell to 
Donald Trump—the 
resistible rise of the right
Thu 2 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Marxism in the 21st Century
Thu 2 Feb, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Is a robot after your job?
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
PORTSMOUTH
After his inauguration—
can Trump be stopped?
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
China and capitalism today
Wed 1 Feb, 7pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 2 Feb, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB
TELFORD
Fascists in America—
who are the alt-right?
Thu 23 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,  The Parade,
Wellington, TF1 1PY

CHESTERFIELD
Brexit—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

DUDLEY
The EU, migration 
and racism.
Wed 1 Feb, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP

HULL
Brexit—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Cafe Licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Brexit—what do 
socialists say?
Wed 1 Feb, 7pm, 
Oxford House,Derbyshire St 
(opposite Bethnal Green Rd 
Tesco),E2 6HG

OXFORD
Why socialists defend free 
movement of labour
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

SWANSEA
Brexit—what do 
socialists say?
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

YORK
Brexit—what do 
socialists say?
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

SOCIALIST WORKER 
MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Pride, Politics and Protest.
Wed 1 Feb, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

BRISTOL
From Stonewall to Trump.
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

LONDON: EALING
Sexuality and socialism.
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd, W5 2RE

LONDON: HARINGEY
LGBT+ resistance 
to the Nazis.
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney 
Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

 LGBT+ history 
 A fight for 
 liberation

SOCIALIST WORKER 
MEETINGS

LANCASTER
Remembering the 
Holocaust, fighting 
fascism today.
Thu 2 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Why we say never again.
Thu 2 Feb, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

MOVEMENT EVENTS

EDINBURGH
Holocaust memorial day.
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

Holocaust 
memorial

SOCIALIST WORKER MEETINGS

Brexit, racism 
and migration

THERESA MAY joining an immigration raid when she was home secretary

MANCHESTER: 
LONGSIGHT AND 
LEVENSHULME
Food, agriculture 
and climate
Thu 2 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Inspire,  747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR

NOTTINGHAM
Climate change—Why 
won’t our leaders act?
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

SOUTHAMPTON
Why is capitalism in 
love with fossil fuels?
Wed 1 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist
Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY

SOCIALIST WORKER MEETINGS

Capitalism vs the climate

Protesting for the planet

Socialist Worker  25 January 2017
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The magnificent unknown bluesman—Hayes McMullan
MUSIC
EVERYDAY SEEM LIKE  
MURDER HERE
by Hayes McMullan 
lightintheattic.net

STEEPED IN the brutal 
horror of lynch-mob 
racism, blues music can be 
traced back to the darkest 
days of the chain-gang 
chants and church-group 
spirituals. It eventually 
spilled out into the local 
dances and finger-popping 
juke joints.

Early blues players were 
the poets of their day, 
channelling their words of 
truth through music.

One such player was 

sharecropper Hayes 
McMullan, the relatively 
unknown performer of 
the magnificent Every Day 
Seem Like Murder Here.

The songs spring from 
the murky waters of the 
Mississippi Delta, in the 
heart of the racist South.

As the title track 
laments, people 
of colour were 
“born in a desert” 
and “raised in a 
lion’s den”. The 
Depression-era 
sorrow heard in 
McMullan’s beautiful 
voice underpins the 
history of which he 
is part.

The call of his crisp, 

urgent Delta picking style 
is answered 
by delicate 
surges of 
falsetto.

McMullan’s incredible 
singing and guitar work 
sway between the soft and 
lush and the booming and 
loud. His songs are simple, 
but fresh, and retain a 
hopeful openness about 
life, despite the harshness 
of early 20th-century 
America.

In Hurry Sundown, 
we hear, “I said, hurry 
sundown, let tomorrow 
come. Says, she may 
bring sunshine, may 
bring drops of rain.”

An exquisitely raw 
Smoke Hut Lightning 
is featured, a song 
later popularised as 

Smokestack Lightnin’ 
by a certain Howlin’ Wolf.

But Hayes McMullan is 
not a household name. 

Explaining why he 
passed up the chance 
to record with “father 
of Delta blues” Charley 
Patton, he said, “They only 
offered me $5 a song, and 
you know they could make 
thousands off just one 
song.”

This release ought to 
ensure McMullan’s rightful 
place among the better-
known Delta greats such 
as Patton, Robert Johnson, 
Son House and Willie 
Brown.

Do yourself a favour—
listen to this repeatedly. 
You will be rewarded.
Kev Kiernan

The Lower Depths shows a 
society that’s ready to burst
Arcola Theatre’s production of Maxim Gorky’s play captures the contradictions 
of pre-revolutionary Russia and the potential for change, writes Julie Sherry
MAXIM GORKY’S The Lower 
Depths—part  of  the Arcola 
Theatre’s “Revolution” series—is a 
descent into a society on the brink 
of revolution. It paints the intense 
atmosphere of desperation, capturing  
ideas in flux.

It’s first production was in 1902. 
Gorky told the play’s director that 
it should be set in “a poor lodging 
house, stuffy atmosphere… during 
a long monotonous winter. The 
people… bestialized by the hideous-
ness of their existence… lost patience 
and hope… they nag each other. 
Each… tried to prove the other is still 
a human being.”

The height and depth of the stage 
layout places the audience within the 
dingy, iron basement to experience 
up close the pained and spluttering 
Anna on her death bed.

The play never leaves this setting. 
The environment gets under your 
skin, trapping you in this suffocating 
bunker. It brings to life the relentless 
constraints of poverty.

Tearing
Gorky can seem like Russia’s Charles 
Dickens. Yet there is more of a sense 
of a society tearing apart at the seams 
and ready to burst.

The Lower Depths explores the 
human response to such tortured and 
brutalising conditions and is a skilled 
portrayal of women’s oppression.  
The horrors of domestic violence are 
never far from the surface. 

The brutality and injustice is to the 
fore. There is a sense of the perpetrators  
being trapped in a dynamic too. 

Most women characters kick back. 
Natasha finds a potential escape in 

love, but reacts to her prospective 
husband Vaska, telling him, “It’s 
too soon for you to start giving me 
orders!”

Vassilissa plots her abusive hus-
band’s murder. 

The cheerful Kvashnia boasts her 
luck and freedom in landing a hus-
band who died quickly.

The play is full of sorrow—of 
humanity struggling to hang onto its 
soul in soul-destroying circumstances. 

There’s the sadness of the indebted 
actor surviving through alcoholism, 
weeping over lost abilities, or the 
howling desolation of the husband 

who never managed to show his 
dead wife love when she was living. 
But there’s an uplifting sense of 
community.

The arrival of an old man who tries 
to nurture their humanity throws this 
fine balance into flux. A battle for 
ideas plays out—cynicism has been 
a survival technique.

Vaska—struggling not to be 
broken—screams at the old man, 
“Why do you tell these nice little lies?”

The “Tartar” answers, “There are 
lies that are beautiful and there are 
lies that justify injustice.”

The old man remarks, “People  

are always looking for something 
better, God help ‘em.” When asked, 
“You think they’ll find it?” he answers 
positively, “They’re human.” 

The Lower Depths is a snapshot 
of a society on the precipice, told 
through the eyes of the downtrod-
den and apparently hopeless.

In retrospect, you see Gorky’s 
incredible foresight of the potential 
for that to change, and how that came 
from a belief in ordinary people and 
their capacity to transform society.
The Lower Depths. Until 11 Feb,  
Arcola Theatre, London E8 3DL.  
arcolatheatre.com

KVASHNIA BOASTS her luck and freedom having landed a husband who died quickly Picture: robert Workman

Hayes McMullan—a Delta blues great

EXHIBITION
ART REVOLUTIONARIES  
IN LONDON
Galeria Mayoral,  
6 Duke Street St James, 
London, SW1Y 6BN. 
Until 10 February. Free

JUST AROUND the corner 
from posho shop Fortnum 
and Mason are propaganda 
posters urging workers 
to take up arms against 
fascism.

Art Revolutionaries 
celebrates the Spanish 
pavilion at the 1937 Paris 
exhibition. In the midst 
of the Spanish civil war 
it urged support for the 
Republican government—
and sometimes went 
further.

A surrealist manifesto 
designed by sculptor Henry 
Moore calls on artists to 
fight for revolutionary 

change. A pamphlet 
of photos and written 
testimonies exposes the 
horror of aerial bombing in 
Guernica.

Pablo Picasso’s painting 
of the same now hangs 
in Madrid. But there is 
a reconstruction of Joan 
Miro’s painting El Segador 
(The Reaper) celebrating 
the defiant peasants of 
Catalonia, and later works 
by both artists.

This is a small exhibition 
that won’t keep you for 
long, but with entry free 
it’s well worth popping in 
for a taste of the creativity 
unleashed in one of our 
class’s greatest struggles.

THEATRE
NIGHT LIGHT
Directed by Yasmin Sidhwa 
Tour dates include Liverpool, 
Bradford, London and Derby. 
mandalatheatre.co.uk

SOMEWHERE in 
England two teenage 
asylum seekers, fearing 
deportation, hide out in an 
abandoned factory. As the 
cold night unfolds, they 
imagine their future and tell 
each other about their past.

They hear someone else 
arrive. Terrified, they creep 
towards the door where 
they find a familiar figure. 

He joins the teenagers 
and the three of them talk 
through the night about 
home, belonging and the 
system.

Joan Miro’s El Segador
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Inquiry into Anthony Grainger opens
by ELEANOR CLAXTON-MAYER

A PUBLIC inquiry into the 
death of Anthony Grainger, 
a mechanic and father of 
two from Bolton, began last 
Tuesday. 

A firearms officer from 
Greater Manchester Police 
(GMP) shot Anthony dead 
in Culceth, Cheshire, on 
3 March 2012. 

Armed police had moved 
to arrest three men in a stolen 
Audi. 

This was part of Operation 
Shire, which police launched 
in 2011 to investigate the 
group for suspected armed 
robberies.

Police arrested David 
Totton and Joseph Travers, 
who were sat in the car, at 
the scene and Robert Rimmer 
the following day.

Cleared
All three were cleared of 
armed robbery following a 
trial in September 2012. 

Judge Teague QC, chair 
of the inquiry, has ruled that 
the police officer who shot 
Anthony will be kept anony-

mous and named only as Q9.
An inquest into Anthony’s 

death was adjourned in 2012 
until the results of the Inde-
pendent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) investi-
gation.

A final investigation by 
the IPCC found in 2013 that 
there was evidence Q9 may 
have committed a criminal 

offence. This was referred to 
the Crown Prosecution Ser-
vice (CPS).

The CPS did not charge 
Q9, deciding that a jury 
would conclude that the 
officer’s decisions were nec-
essary.

Theresa May, then home 
secretary, converted the 
inquest into a public inquiry, 

without a jury, last March.
This is only the second 

time there has been a full 
public inquiry into a fatal 
police shooting in England 
and Wales.

Q9 fired a single shot at 
Anthony, while Anthony was 
being challenged by another 
officer. Q9 said in his writ-
ten opening statement to 

the inquiry, “I saw the driver 
lower his right hand… It was 
a deliberate movement as if 
to grab a firearm.”

Jason Beer QC is lead 
counsel for the inquiry. He 
said in his opening statement, 
“No firearms or other weap-
ons were recovered from the 
vehicle or from any of the 
occupants or subsequently 
following a search of their 
homes.”

In his witness statement 
to the IPCC in 2012, Trav-
ers said that police “gave no 
warning prior to shooting 
through the windscreen.”

Stealing
Beer said that Anthony 
was previously jailed for 
18 months for stealing a car.

In another investigation, 
Anthony was arrested on sus-
picion of assault but was not 
charged.

Beer told the inquiry that 
GMP used this information to 
keep “warning markers” on 
Anthony, despite the fact that 
he had not been convicted of 
any violent offences.

Some 16 firearms officers 
in unmarked police vehicles 

were involved. The inquiry 
heard that the officers  
“conferred about their state-
ments”, according to the 
IPCC 2013 report.

Intelligence 
It said that the operation 
“relied too heavily on out of 
date intelligence”.

 This “did not support a rea-
sonable view” that Anthony 
was violent or involved in 
armed robberies.

The IPCC concluded that 
firing at the car’s tyres was 
not necessary. They found 
that the use of a CS gas  
canister was not appropriate 
and had not been authorised 
by the home secretary.

There will be two weeks of 
closed hearings at the public 
inquiry for police to give 
secret evidence.

Anthony’s family said they 
have been kept in the dark 
for the past five years over 
his death. 

The family’s opening state-
ment to the inquiry says they 
want “nothing less than the 
complete story of how their 
unarmed son, brother and 
father was killed”.

ANTHONY GRAINGER was shot dead by police in 2012  
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STRIKERS CHEER at their rally in London          Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Learning lessons of the past
MIXED FLEET was created 
after a bitter dispute in 2010 

as a way of hiring new staff on 
worse pay and conditions than 
“legacy” crew.

Nicky Marcus, then a Unite rep, 
was victimised and fired. 

Now she’s back as a Unite 
organiser.

Nicky told Socialist Worker, “I’m 
invigorated to stand with young 
workers, many taking their first 
ever political action.

“But I’m horrified the ‘world’s 
favourite airline’ pays wages 
workers can’t afford to live on. 

“It’s not like BA is struggling—
oil prices are down and profits are 
up.”

She urged supporters to write to 
BA and its new partner Marks and 
Spencer.

Nicky said, “The first strike 
wasn’t entirely successful.

“But it was hugely successful 
in defending the conditions of 
existing crew. 

“If we hadn’t fought, 8,000 other 
workers would be on mixed fleet 
rates.

“But what we wanted to do was 
to stop this happening at all—and 
that’s very difficult.”

Workers’ determination never 
fell short, but Unite’s leadership 
let it dissipate. Mixed fleet crew 
will have to organise to stop that 
happening again.

‘At times I’ve 
had to work 
three jobs’

 I’VE worked at BA 
for five years, I’m a 

senior member of crew, 
and I have to work a 
second job giving out 
leaflets to make ends 
meet.

I had to leave my 
home and move to a 
shared house because 
I couldn’t pay the rent, 
and at times I’ve had to 
work three jobs.

I can be flying for 
three days then straight 
off to another job on my 
day off. It’s worse for 
colleagues who get bar 
jobs, working late Friday 
then flying out Saturday 
morning.

  James

 STRIKERS’ STORIES

‘They don’t 
care if I can’t 
pay the bills’

 I WAS off when the 
last strike started, 

so I only struck for one 
day. 

But because I didn’t 
fly out that day on a four 
day trip, I lost four days 
pay—even though I said 
I was willing to work.

That’s about £200 
gone. They don’t care 
if I can’t pay the bills. 
They treat us like we’re 
nothing.

In this job unless 
your partner or parents 
support you, you go 
hungry. 

I’ve flown with people 
who’ve had nothing to 
eat until they get on the 
flight.

  Sue

‘We’re angry 
because we’ve 
been lied to’

 I’M a first time 
picket and I was 

very nervous—I barely 
got two hours sleep last 
night. But I feel better 
now we’ve all stood here 
together.

I voted to strike and it 
was a hard decision, but 
there’s so much anger 
because we just feel 
we’ve been lied to.

I applied for a job 
advertised at £21,000 
a year and three years 
later I’m nowhere near 
that.

  Karen

High-flying strikers take 
on low down bosses at BA
‘Mixed fleet’ British Airways cabin crew are waging an inspiring battle against 
poverty pay. Dave Sewell spoke to workers at their ‘strike HQ’ in west London

 ONE OF Britain’s biggest firms 
is finding out that downtrod-

den workers eventually kick back. 
Up to 3,000 “mixed fleet” cabin 
crew began their second strike 
against poverty pay at British 
Airways (BA) last Thursday.

In their Unite union’s “strike HQ” 
near London Heathrow airport, work-
ers talked about how making them 
fly while hungry and tired would put 
passengers’ safety at risk.

For Zuleika the strike is about 
more than money. “Whatever they 
do to us they say, ‘you’re mixed fleet 
so you have to just get on with it’,” 
she told Socialist Worker. “But that’s 
not right—we’re human beings, not 
robots.

“I got really emotional on the first 
day of the strike, hearing all the cars 
beeping and seeing people show their 
support. 

“Everyone was there, looking at 
the time saying ‘It’s my check-in now 
and I’m not there’—even people I 
didn’t expect to strike.

“It was really good because it made 
me feel I’m not on my own any more.”

Injury
Workers are obliged to live near 
the airport, but their wages don’t 
match London rents. An offer of just  
6p more an hour added insult to 
injury, especially alongside raises for 
top executives.

Kelly said, “They’ve made things 
better for themselves, but they’ve left 
us behind. It’s unfair that they treat 
us this way, and it’s unfair that they 
thought we wouldn’t stand up for 
ourselves.”

She was also angry that new plane 
models were adding to their work-
load.  “It’s more passengers, more 

exams and more work—so why isn’t 
it more pay?” she said. 

Shadow chancellor and local 
MP John McDonnell came to show 
support, as did Unite leader Len 
McCluskey. On the minibus to the 
picket line workers whooped and 
cheered. Unite rep and football fan 
Shereen gleefully led chants adapted 
from the terraces to fit the dispute.

Workers deeply resent bosses’ acts 
of “intimidation” and “punishment”.

BA has cut off strikers’ staff travel 
discount and bonuses, and sends 
almost daily emails attempting to 
grind down their confidence.

Claimed
One claimed that the majority of 
crew were going in. But as Miranda 
explained, “They count anyone who’s 
not down to fly today as not striking. 
I’m off duty today, so they’re basically 
saying I’ve crossed a picket line when 
really I’m here standing on it.”

Shereen said, “They say we’re not 
making an impact but it’s just prop-
aganda. They’re having to cancel 
flights, but as long as they do it in 
advance they can claim they’re flying 
at 100 percent.”

These strikers’ defiance should 
inspire workers everywhere.

Sarah said, “It’s not just us. What 
we’re doing is part of a growing feel-
ing worldwide. The middle class is 
shrinking and things are becoming 
divided between those at the top and 
the bottom.

“BA can’t fly aircraft without us—
and we’re not going anywhere.”

Some workers’ names have been 
changed. To send messages of support 
or to donate to the fighting fund go to 
bit.ly/2jotYQc

Worked hard, burned out
UNITE AND other unions 
have supported the expansion 

of Heathrow as a way of 
protecting jobs. But BA’s 
attacks on pay have 
demolished sustainable jobs.

Low pay means most 
workers last between 
one and two years 
before dropping out. 

Kelly said, “It’s 
sad. People want 
to make a career 
of this but they 
can’t afford it.”

Zuleika added, 
“I love the job 
but they just push 
you and push 
you and push you 
until you leave—

they want that high turnover.”
Picking between jobs 

and the environment is 
always a false choice.

McDonnell told 
Socialist Worker, “A lot of 

these workers are my 
constituents.As well as 
better pay they need a 
roof over their heads 

and a future for the 
planet—expansion 
threatens both.”

By calling for 
expansion unions 
are lining up 
with the bosses, 
when only 
confronting them 
can safeguard 
livelihoods.Low pay forces workers out 

Socialist Worker  25 January 2017
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IN BRIEF 

A two-day nuclear 
strike for pensions
AROUND 600 workers 
at two Atomic Weapons 
Establishment sites in 
Berkshire struck on Thursday 
and Friday over pensions.

Bosses of the privatised 
nuclear weapons authority 
want to cut thousands from 
workers’ retirement income.

Another two-day strike is 
planned next week.

Stop Nazi EDL in 
Rotherham
ANTI-FASCISTS are 
mobilising against the Nazi 
English Defence League 
demonstrating in Rotherham 
on Saturday 25 February.

Rotherham Unite Against 
Fascism has called a Unity 
Demo at around midday in 
the town centre.

Peterborough post 
workers may strike
POSTAL WORKERS at a Royal 
Mail centre in Peterborough 
could strike in defence of two 
workers facing disciplinaries.

The CWU union’s Eastern 
No 5 branch is asking the 
union’s Postal Executive 
Committee for permission to 
ballot for industrial action.

Fire bosses send 
home firefighters
TWO FIREFIGHTERS in 
Scarborough were sent home 
after implementing a work to 
rule last Wednesday.

The two had refused to 
operate a two-person Tactical 
Response Vehicle (TRVs) that 
had replaced a full size fire 
engine in recent cuts.

Firefighters in the FBU 
union are refusing to operate 
the vehicles as bosses try to 
“railroad” them through.

Climate refugees 
conference planned
ACTIVISTS ARE building for 
a conference on “Climate 
Refugees” in central London 
on Saturday 11 February.

It aims to explore “a 
global response based on 
justice and solidarity”. More 
information at campaigncc.
org/nationalconference

New offer at Fujitsu 
sees strike halted
A PLANNED strike at IT 
Services firm Fujitsu in 
Manchester was suspended 
on Friday of last week after 
bosses made a new offer to 
end the long-running dispute.

 Unite is not releasing 
details of the offer until it has 
been put to members.

Don’t slice our jobs, 
say pizza workers
WORKERS AT The Pizza 
Factory in Nottingham, owned 
by food giant 2 Sisters have 
voted for strikes for better 
redundancy pay and to 
defend conditions as bosses 
announced job cuts.

Why did TUC snub Southern 
guards in talks with bosses?
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

STRIKING TRAIN guards on 
Southern rail are furious that  
TUC-brokered talks between 
train drivers’ union Aslef 
and management, which 
resumed on Monday, do not 
include their RMT union.

The guards walked out for 
24 hours on the same day 
the talks resumed—the latest 
strike in their long and bitter 
dispute. 

Aslef suspended three days 
of strikes this week for the 
talks chaired by TUC head 
Frances O’Grady and a director 
at rail firm Abellio.

RMT said last week it was 
“awaiting a response” from the 
TUC after writing to request the 
union be involved in the same 
process over the guards dispute. 

The TUC told Socialist 
Worker that Aslef’s dispute “is 
separate to the RMT’s dispute 
with the company. Right now 
we are focused on trying to 
resolve the Aslef dispute.” 

Train guard Victor told 
Socialist Worker, “The TUC are 
letting Southern guards down. 
Why is the RMT not part of the 
talks?

“Drivers and guards are 
fighting for the same thing. 
The TUC are helping the 
company divide and rule.”

Southern’s owners Govia 
Thameslink Railway have been 
hired by the Tories to go to 
war with the unions, get rid of 
guards and extend driver only 

operations.
This undermines safety at a 

time when passenger numbers 
are rising. Unions have called 
for bosses to commit to having 
a second safety critical staff 
member on trains.

The RMT said six times 
more services are travelling 

without a second member 
of staff than promised by 
Southern, since it imposed a 
new onboard supervisor role 
on guards.

Calling off strikes for talks 
without any commitment from 
bosses weakens the unions’ 
position. Some Tory MPs are 

clearly emboldened. 
On Tuesday Chris Philp 

introduced a new bill to 
parliament to ban strikes in 
“critical national services” 
and hand judges the power 
to dictate what industrial 
action is “reasonable and 
proportionate”.

TRANSPORT WORKERS

GREAT WESTERN

Cleaners hit 
out at bullies
CLEANERS WORKING for 
Servest on Great Western 
Railway struck for 48 hours 
last week. 

The RMT union members 
walked out over “serious 
bullying, claims of 
discrimination and poverty 
working conditions”, their 
union said. 

LGBT+ LIBERATION

Anger at death in prison
By LAURA MILES

PEOPLE GATHERED outside 
Pentonville prison in north 
London and Doncaster prison 
last Sunday protesting over 
the death of transgender 
prisoner Jenny Swift.

Jenny died on  
30 December last year. 

She was the third trans 
prisoner to die in UK prisons 
in a little over a year. 

The authorities had 
remanded her to an all-male 

prison run by Serco and 
she had been refused her 
hormone medication. 

Prison staff referred to her 
as “mister”, and she walked 
into the prison naked as 
she refused to wear prison 
clothes.

More than 100 people 
took part in the London 
protest, and some 60 joined 
the protest in Doncaster. 

The protests were part 
of the International Day 
of Solidarity with Trans 
Prisoners.

WOOLWICH FERRY

Strikers not 
ferry happy
WORKERS ON the Woolwich 
Ferry across the Thames in 
east London have called a 
series of 12 one-day strikes 
starting on Friday.

The Unite union members 
are in dispute over a “failure 
to abide by agreements, 
health and safety concerns, 
and a culture of bullying and 
sexual harassment”.

LONDON MIDLAND

Ballot over 
contractor
OVER 500 train guards 
are balloting for strikes 
on London Midland over 
the company’s imposition 
of security contractors on 
trains.

The ballot closes on 2 
February.

STRIKERS AND supporters at Victoria station on Monday   Picture: SocialiSt Worker

UNISON UNION BLACK MEMBERS CONFERENCE

Vote for free movement
HUNDREDS OF black 
workers gathered in Brighton 
for the Unison union’s Black 
Members Conference last 
weekend.

The conference reaffirmed 
its opposition to any attempt 
to curtail the free movement 
of workers from the 

European Union.
Conference highlighted the 

need to build a mass  
anti-racist movement. 

Many activists pledged to 
join the Stand Up To Racism 
Trade Union Conference on 
Saturday 4 February.
Ameen Hadi

Organise to get left wing 
candidate on ballot paper
A WEEK into the 
nominations process for 
the Unite union’s general 
secretary election, at 
least seven nominations 
had been made for left 
challenger Ian Allinson.

Each candidate has 
until 17 February to get 
valid nominations 
from at least 50 
Unite branches or 
workplaces.

Incumbent Len 
McCluskey and 
right wing 
rival Gerard 
Coyne—also 
a senior 
official, 
with 
heavy 
media 
backing—
have 
connections that 

can help them get this.
But Allinson, a rank and 

file worker at Fujitsu in 
Manchester, is relying on 
the support of activists. 
The snap election’s 
timetable makes this 
harder.

Ian told Socialist 
Worker, “This is a good 
start. But we need to up 
the pace to make sure 
there’s a rank and file 
candidate on the ballot 

paper.”
Allinson has 

a guide to 
organising 
nominations 
on his 
campaign 
website.

Go to 
ian4unite.

org/how-to-
nominate-me

UNITE UNION CLEANERS

A fightback 
in London’s 
universities
CLEANERS AT KCL university 
in London were set to strike 
on Thursday and Friday of 
this week.

They are fighting over 
changes to terms and 
conditions including reduced 
working hours and possible 
redundancies.

lCLEANERS AT the London 
School of Economics are 
being balloted for strikes. 
They are fighting for pay and 
conditions parity with other 
workers at the university.

The cleaning services are 
outsourced to firm Noonan, 
which pays the workers less 
than their colleagues in other 
departments and only gives 
them the statutory minimum 
of employment rights.

Cleaners held a lobby on 
campus on Thursday of last 
week.Ian Allinson
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CIVIL SERVICE

Bang to rights over layoffs
by NICK CLARK

CIVIL SERVICE workers at 
the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission (EHRC) 
struck on Wednesday of last 
week against layoffs.

Bosses are set to issue  
14 redundancy notices 
on Tuesday of next week 
although the Cabinet 
Office has asked them 
to reconsider. PCS 
union officials 
have said they 
will fight to 
get them 
withdrawn.

The 
strike was 
solid, with 
around  
20 strikers 
each on 
the picket 
lines in 
London and 
Manchester 

and a 100 percent turnout in 
Glasgow.

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “It tends to be the 
people on the lower pay 
grades that are at risk.

“There are a lot of people 
with families. And it’s going 
to be more difficult for them 
to find work because of cuts 

across the public 
sector.”

He added 
that voluntary 
redundancies 
had left the 
remaining 
workers 
struggling. 
“The same 
amount of 
work is still 

there to be 
done and 
it’s putting 

pressure on the 
people that are 
still here.”

COUNCIL WORKERS

IT strikes 
show how 
to defend
conditions 
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

GLASGOW counc i l  IT 
workers voted last week 
to accept a deal that pro-
tects their jobs, terms and 
conditions and current 
employment status in the 
event of privatisation.

Labour Party councillors 
propose privatising the city’s 
IT service to CGI, the corpo-
ration favoured to take over.

Privatisation is often a  
prelude to cost-cutting 
attacks on workers. But the 
IT workers have won protec-
tion through strikes.

The new deal guarantees 
that in any new set-up work-
ers who are currently council 
employees will remain council  
employees “seconded” to the 
new employer.

Workers who are currently 
“council-linked” employees—
in the council joint venture 
with outsourcing giant Serco 

that currently runs the IT ser-
vice—will remain so in any 
new deal with CGI.

The previous guarantees of 
no compulsory redundancies  
and no relocation from 
Glasgow remain for all work-
ers. The deal will also see the 
council govern over matters 
related to the workers’ jobs. 

The workers’ Unison union 
will still collectively bargain 
directly with the council. 

The council also accepted 
the principle that any new 
workers recruited to the posts 
should be council-linked 
employees.

The deal comes after 
Unison members struck one 
day in November followed 
by selective three-week 
strikes before and after the 
Christmas holidays.

Crucially, the workers 
escalated their action only 
last week, after which council  
chiefs agreed a new deal.

The  s t r ikers  r ight ly 

opposed privatisation, so this 
is not an outright victory. But 
workers have shown how 
strikes can hold back attacks 
from privatisation of services. 

More council workers will 

have to fight to ensure this 
is not just a unique deal for 
Glasgow but is a starting  
point to build from as CGI 
looks to extend its reach 
across the public sector.

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

Hall order?
THE OCCUPATION of the 
Thurlow Lodge community 
hall on the Aylesbury 
estate in south London 
entered its third week. 

Southwark council 
climbed down from threats 
to evict the Divine Rescue 
charity, and didn’t offer it 
alternative premises.

“They said they’re not 
going to kick us out,” said 
volunteer Valerie Msoni.

The council wants the 
charity out of Wendover 
House—the next block 
up for demolition in the 
Aylesbury “regeneration”.

A campaign has also 
been started to defend 
the Stockwell community 
centre in Lambeth, south 
London.

Its owner Hyde Housing 
Association is trying to 
sell off its community 
centres across London.

HARINGEY

‘We’re not moving’, angry tenants tell Labour council
by ALISTAIR FARROW

CROWDS GATHERED outside 
a meeting of Haringey 
council in north London 
on Tuesday of last week.

Tenants and residents 
are fighting plans that could 
bulldoze seven council estates.

The Labour-led council is in 
the process of setting up the 
Haringey Development Vehicle 
(HDV) to redevelop vast 
swathes of the borough.

The £2 billion plans 
represent a dangerous new 
model for local authorities to 
knock down council housing 
on a larger scale than ever.

At the meeting, a council 
sub-committee supported a 
report critical of the plans. 

It pointed to the “lack of 
transparency”, “a fundamental 
democratic deficit” and “the 
absence of any sufficient 

contingency plans to mitigate 
the risks”.

Moriam has been living on 
the Northumberland Park estate 
for 29 years. “I’m not moving,” 
she told Socialist Worker. “This 
is where my children grew up.

“There’s a community spirit 

and we look after each other. If 
I leave, I won’t be able to afford 
somewhere else. I’ll have to 
move out of London.”

Inside the meeting Paul 
Burnham from Haringey Defend 
Council Housing (DCH) tore 
apart the council’s proposals.

The scheme is causing splits 
inside the Labour Party, and 
some members joined the 
lobby. The council is rattled by 
the strength of opposition to 
the plans.

Council leader Clare Kobler 
sent an email to Labour Party 
members in the targeted areas.

“Some estates make such 
poor use of the land they’re 
on,” it reads, that “the waste of 
space cannot be justified.”

Tenants and residents are 
demanding the right to decide 
what happens to their homes. 
They want the council to 
suspend the proposals and to 
give a vote to those affected.

A lobby of a Labour 
group meeting was planned 
on Thursday, demanding 
councillors vote against HDV.
lGo to Haringey DCH on 
Facebook 
Longer report online at  
bit.ly/2jUkEUa

PICKETS IN November Picture: unison GlasGow city Branch

FOOD WORKERS

A tip-top win 
at Harrods
RESTAURANT WORKERS at 
Harrods celebrated a victory 
on Friday of last week after 
the posh department store 
backed down and announced 
it will give them all their tips.

Management recently 
admitted to only giving 
workers 50 percent of 
the service charge. Some 
workers estimated that 
they were owed as much as 
£5,000 in lost tips.

Management caved after 
a short campaign of protests 
by the United Voices of 
the World union. Harrods 
workers have joined the 
union through the campaign. 

From April workers will get 
100 percent of the service 
charge—although bosses are 
cutting it from 12.5 percent 
of the bill to 10 percent.

But this is a significant 
victory for the sector.

EDUCATION WORKERS

 Solidarity halts disciplinary
THE THREAT of disciplinary 
action has been lifted from 
Edinburgh College lecturers’ 
EIS-Fela union branch 
secretary Penny Gower. 

It followed an 82 percent 
vote for strikes in an 
indicative ballot and a flood 
of solidarity messages.

Penny had taken up the 
case of a lecturer who, she 
argued, was unfairly sacked 
without due process.

Management accused her 
of misrepresenting events.

The fact that Penny has no 
case to answer strengthens 
the union’s view that the 
sacking remains unjustified.

A statutory ballot to win 
the lecturer’s reinstatement 
opens on Thursday.

lSIMON O’HARA, who has 
been fighting a long fight 
after he was suspended and 
then sacked, went back to 
work at Birmingham’s Small 
Heath School on Monday.

His return is a tribute to 
the tremendous solidarity 
and fighting spirit of his  
co-workers in the NUT union. 

Teachers held 11 days 
of strikes against plans 
to turn the school into an 
academy and forced bosses 
to withdraw them. They 
escalated to weekly three-
day strikes after Simon was 
suspended.

The union group has been 
strengthened by the battle 
and is cheered that Simon 
is back.

KIRKLEES

Walkout of social workers
SOME 250 children’s social 
workers at Kirklees council 
in West Yorkshire were set 
to strike on Friday.

The Unison union 
members are in dispute 
over issues including 
workloads, pay and bullying. 

The Labour-led council 

threatened workers with 
Tory anti-union laws but has 
since backed down.

Kirklees Unison branch 
secretary Paul Holmes said 
workers “are at the end of 
their tether”.

Fax messages of 
solidarity to 01484 450174.

EHRC strikers in Glasgow
  Pic:  Pcs scotland

Outside the meeting  Pic:  socialist worker



Published by Larkham Printers & Publishers Ltd. Correspondence address: PO Box 71327, London, SE11 9BW. Printed by trade union labour at Trinity Mirror Printing Ltd

More online...
Trident—the jobs destroyer  
bit.ly/2k8B9sY

£1    No.2538    25 January 2017    

Tory nuke plot 
misfires on May
Dave Sewell argues that Theresa May’s missile crisis is a chance to go on the 
offensive against Trident nuclear weapons—and the Tory government  
WAS THERESA May’s first 
act as prime minister last 
year to cover up a nuclear 
missile gone haywire?  

That’s the disturbing  
question raised by revelations  
last Sunday of a Trident  
missile misfiring.

The nuclear-powered HMS 
Vengeance submarine was 
carrying out the first test of 
Britain’s weapons of mass 
destruction in four years last 
June.

It fired a dummy missile. 
The real one would carry 
warheads eight times more 
destructive than the one that 
destroyed the Japanese city 
of Hiroshima in 1945.

It went in the oppo-
site direction—towards the 
United States instead of 
an empty patch of ocean—
and had to be destroyed in 
mid-air.

Normally the footage of 
missile tests is made public. 
This one wasn’t. 

The Sunday Times news-
paper, which revealed the 
incident, called it a “news 
blackout”.

And by a strange coinci-
dence, MPs were preparing 
to vote on the renewal of  
Trident the following month. 

Strange
Newly-installed prime minis-
ter Theresa May made a big 
speech in its favour.

Labour and the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) have 
rightly demanded an expla-
nation for what Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn called 
“a pretty catastrophic error”.

There was even outrage 
among Tories and military 
chiefs.

Admiral Lord West, the 
Labour peer and former First 
Sea Lord, called the cover-up 
“bizarre and stupid”.

Tory MP Julian Lewis, 
chair of the defence select 
committee, said “whichever 
person decided they wanted 
to draw a veil over” the 
failed test “should have been 
sacked”. That person was a 

Tory prime minister.
Former Tory prime min-

ister David Cameron, still in 
office at the time of the test, 
would have been informed of 
its result. 

The decision to withhold 
it couldn’t have been made 
without his approval.

May would probably have 
been briefed during the 
handover even without the 
looming Trident debate. 

P r e p a r i n g  f o r  h e r 
Commons speech in Trident’s 
defence would make that a 
certainty.

She praised Trident as 

“our ultimate safeguard” 
while knowing that it had just 
badly misfired.

Nuclear weapons have 
always gone hand in hand 
with secrecy and lies, not 
least in Britain.

Labour prime minister 
Clement Attlee first decided 
to develop them in 1947 
without telling the public, 
parliament or even the 
cabinet.

In 2015 whistleblower 
Ab le  Seaman Wi l l i am 
McNeilly went on the run 
from Faslane naval base—
where Trident submarines 
are stationed. 

He had to risk jail to reveal 
that health and safety prac-
tices there were a “disaster 
waiting to happen”.

And lie upon lie is needed 
to justify Trident’s existence.

It is supposed to keep the 
world safer. 

Yet the existence of 
nuclear weapons drags 

other countries into a race to 
develop more and more.

There are now enough 
nuclear bombs to destroy 
humanity several times over. 

If even one were fired it 
could incinerate hundreds of 
thousands of people.

Trident is supposed to be 
an “independent” deterrent. 

Yet it cannot be operated 
without US participation.

Its cost is staggering, with 
renewal estimated at up to 
£200 billion over the lifetime 
of the project.

To squander such money 
at a time when Tory aus-
terity is plunging the NHS 
deep into crisis is absolutely 
criminal. 

Politicians claim it is nec-
essary to safeguard jobs. 

Shamefully some trade 
union leaders, such as 
Unite general secretary  
Len McCluskey, go along 
with this.

Destroyer
But Trident is a job destroyer. 
The money it soaks up—
roughly £18 million per 
job—could create up to ten 
times more jobs if spent on 
almost any public service.

The government was 
expected to make a statement 
about the test, the malfunc-
tion and the cover-up in 
parliament on Tuesday.

May’s missile crisis is an 
opportunity to go on the 
offensive against her govern-
ment and against the atrocity 
that is Trident renewal.

Many establishment fig-
ures, even among those most 
riled by the government’s 
conduct, will do all in their 
power to limit the damage to 
the credibility of Trident as a 
whole.

But the one thing worse 
than a misfiring nuclear mis-
sile would be one that was on 
target.

  ARTICLE 50
Fight for an 
anti-racist, 
left Brexit
JUDGES AT the 
supreme court ruled 
this Tuesday that the 
government must hold 
a parliamentary vote 
before triggering Article 
50—the European Union 
(EU) exit process. 

Ministers were 
expected to bring 
forward a bill this week 
to meet Theresa May’s 
deadline for initiating 
the Brexit process by 
the end of March.

The judges also said 
that Article 50 did not 
require the consent 
of the Scottish, Welsh 
and Northern Ireland 
devolved authorities. 

It’s unclear how 
much trouble the ruling 
will cause the Tories. 

A Financial Times 
correspondent wrote 
it was “a minor 
headache that could 
turn into a migraine” 
because opposition 
parties might move 
amendments to a bill 
and the House of Lords 
might seek to block it.

Threatened
Some Labour MPs have 
threatened to vote 
against Article 50 
(see page 6). 

The Tories want a 
racist, nationalist Brexit.

The alternative is to 
fight for a Brexit that is 
based on working class 
demands and opposition 
to scapegoating. Brexit 
raises the question of 
what sort of society 
we want to live in. 

During the course 
of the rows—that will 
continue for years—
we have to defend the 
NHS, push to abolish 
anti-union laws and 
campaign for a £10 an 
hour minimum wage.

A left wing version of 
Brexit means defending 
and extending the 
rights of migrants and 
refugees as well as EU 
nationals living here, 
and full support for 
freedom of movement.

We want to defend 
rights, demand action 
on climate change, a 
new referendum on 
Scottish independence 
and solidarity with 
workers worldwide.
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