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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY ... 
‘I will bring back 
waterboarding and 
a hell of a lot worse’
Trump promises to bring back 
torture last November 

‘He has stated 
publicly that 
he does not 
necessarily believe 
in torture or 
however you want 
to define it … I don’t 
necessarily agree”
Trump reassures us he does not 
agree with defence secretary  
general James ‘Mad Dog’ Mattis, 
who says torture is ineffective

‘It’s divisive and 
wrong to stigmatise 
because of 
nationality”
British foreign secretary  
Boris Johnson not commenting on 
Tory immigration policy

‘We look forward 
to hosting the 
president later this 
year”
Theresa May gets excited about 
meeting fellow bigot Trump again 

‘Perhaps other 
countries needed 
to be added to an 
executive order 
going forward’
White House chief of staff  
Reince Priebus responds to 
criticism of the Muslim ban 

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

DONALD  TRUMP ’S  ra c i s t 
onslaught reached fever pitch 
last weekend as he placed a ban 
on people coming to the US from 
seven Muslim-majority countries.  

Racism, alongside sexist bigotry, 
was one of the central pillars of 
Trump’s presidential election cam-
paign. Any hopes that he would let 
up once he got into the Oval office 
have been cruelly smashed.

Talking about the Muslim ban, 
Trump crowed last Sunday, “You see 
it at the airports, you see it all over.  
We’re going to have a very strict 
ban.”

“It really is a massive success story 
in terms of implementation at every 
single level,” added a senior adviser. 

That “massive success” led to  
109 people being detained in US  
airports and 173 people being pulled 
off flights to the US. 

Below 
This will be just the beginning of 
Trump’s campaign of bigotry and 
division if he is not met by resist-
ance from below. 

Fortunately his racism and sexism 
have been confronted—by tens 
of thousands protesting outside 
airports and millions joining the  
women’s marches. 

Under pressure from protesters, 
politicians and judges have openly 
criticised Trump. 

A legal ruling by a federal court 
in New York City temporarily over-
turned Trump’s executive order (see 
below).

But  Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) agents were defy-
ing the ruling and continued to 
detain people. 

Democratic congress member Don 

Beyer described how “four members 
of Congress asked CBP officials to 
enforce a federal court order and 
were turned away”.

The resistance to Trump is cru-
cial and must be as unrelenting as 
the vicious attacks he’s unleashed on 
working class people.

Trump announced last Friday 
that even permanent US residents—
“green card holders”—were blocked 
from entry to the US. By Sunday, 
White House chief of staff Reince 

Priebus was forced to back down 
over this. 

On top of preventing Muslims 
coming to the US, Trump wants 
to increase deportations of “ille-
gal” migrants. To complement this, 
Trump is ploughing ahead with his 
plans to build a 2,000-mile long wall 
along the Mexican border. 

He compared it to Israel’s apart-
heid wall that cuts off Palestinians—
and Israeli prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu congratulated Trump.

The firm which built Israel’s wall, 
Magal Security Systems Ltd, is push-
ing for the contract for Trump’s wall.

Trump’s toxic brand of politics 
is on the verge of causing a global 
political crisis. The movement can 
use that crisis to fight for a genuine 
alternative to Trump’s politics. 

Establishment in trouble
THE PRESIDENT’S determination 
to push through his campaign 
promises has deepened divisions 
in the ruling class.

Even senior Republicans have 
broken ranks to criticise Trump 
over the Muslim ban. Bosses 
of tech firms such as Google, 
Facebook and Apple have openly 
criticised Trump. 

But these people had nothing to 
say when Barack Obama limited 
immigration from Iraq in 2011 as 
US bombs were raining down on 
its capital Baghdad. 

They were silent when the US 
turned Libya into a graveyard. 

They partly object to Trump 
tearing up the neoliberal rulebook 
which capitalists have been 
playing with for the past 30 years. 

By announcing the US’s 
withdrawal from the Trans Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) he has angered 
vast swathes of bosses.

Trump is trying to stuff 
influential government positions 
with his close associates.  

In an executive order signed 
last weekend, Trump appointed his 
chief strategist Stephen Bannon 
to the National Security Council. 
Bannon is a white supremacist and 
fascist sympathiser.

Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker@
Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW

Trump unleashes racist 
attack with Muslim ban

RESISTANCE FROM below can wipe the racist smirks from Team Trump’s faces 

On other pages...
US activists talk about how they’re 
resisting Trump>>Pages 10&11
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What’s an executive order? 
TRUMP’S USE of executive 
orders is the most controversial 
in recent history. 

Executive orders have long 
been a feature of US politics—
presidents can use them to 
initiate legislation without 
Congress having to pass it. 

But executive orders are not 
a magic bullet that Trump can 
fire at his opponents. As with 
everything in politics, it comes 
down to a question of power. 

The movement on the streets 
has forced him to back down 

on some details—and forced 
Democrats to take at least some 
action.

Sixteen Democrat state 
attorneys have declared Trump’s 
Muslim ban unconstitutional. 

Governors, city mayors and 
even police chiefs have said 
they will defy Trump’s order 
to end the “sanctuary city” 
immigration policy. 

The LA chief of police said 
he would refuse to cooperate 
with the push for increasing 
deportations.
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 Protests  
 round-up
IN BOTH Leeds and 
Edinburgh around 5,000 took 
to the streets. There were 
4,000 in Bristol and 3,000 in 
Glasgow and Liverpool.

Alex said the Liverpool 
protest was “called in less 
than a day and had an 
amazing turnout”.

A protest in Newcastle, 
also called in around a day, 
drew 2,500 people. “The 
crowd was largely young 
and the atmosphere was 
electrifying,” reported Jack.

Some 2,500 were on the 
street in Oxford. 

Dean Smith called the 
protest in Manchester with 
two days’ notice. Some 
10,000 people showed up, 
with thousands chanting, 
“Fuck Donald Trump.”

Sheffield saw at least 
2,000 demonstrate outside 
the town hall. 

One speaker promised that 
“we are just getting started.”

Chanted
There were between 1,500 
and 2,000 people on the 
protest in Birmingham. 
Protesters chanted, “Donald 
Trump has lost the plot—
Muslims welcome, Trump is 
not.” 

Smaller cities saw big 
protests too including up to 
5,000 in Brighton and some 
1,000 in Exeter. Over 1,000 
people demonstrated in York. 
Nottingham saw a protest of 
up to 3,000.

Even Falmouth saw 400 
attend a protest organised 
through Facebook by a 
Falmouth University student. 

Around 300 people joined 
demonstrations in Hastings 
and Leicester.

Some 750 people 
protested in Cambridge, 
500 in Portsmouth, 500 in 
Dundee, 400 in Preston, 
100 in Huddersfield, a few 
hundred in Aberdeen and 
around 60 in Coventry and 
Broadstairs.
Hundreds more joined protests 
in many other towns. For a full 
report go to bit.ly/2kcloBG

 Rage erupts across Britain as  
 tens of thousands join demos
CHANTS OF, “Dump Trump” and, 
“Shame on May” rang out through 
towns and cities across Britain as 
tens of thousands joined protests 
on Monday night. 

The 100,000 people who joined 
the Women’s March in London 
started the resistance. 

The protests against the Muslim 
ban have pulled even more people 
into the rising movement against 
Trump. 

Sanjit was one of the thousands 
of first-time protesters who joined 
the protest of 30,000 or more in 
London—though it was so packed it 
was hard to count. 

“We can’t sit back while this atroc-
ity is happening,” he told Socialist 
Worker. 

“I’ve walked past demonstrations 
before, but this is the first one I’ve 
taken part in.”

Urgency
A sense of urgency filled the air 
as people kept streaming onto 
Whitehall. Maize, another first-time 
protester, added, “I don’t know 
how much protesting will achieve, 
but I want to be on the right side of 
history.”

The same was true in town after 
town and city after city (see right).

In Manchester some 10,000 gath-
ered outside the town hall chanting, 
“Refugees in, Theresa May out”.

Neil Terry was one of 5,000 people 
who protested in Leeds. 

He said, “It was mostly young, men 
and women and multiracial—people 
are uniting against our common  
enemies Trump and May.”

And Jules from Oxford said the 
atmosphere there “was electric”.

Many people had come straight 
from work. 

One civil service worker in 
Birmingham said, “I gave out  
30 Stand Up To Racism badges at 
work this morning, then we came as 
a delegation to the demonstration.”

For George, a student at Queen 
Mary University in east London, “It’s 
not just about Trump—this is about 
Theresa May too. Her refusal to stand 
against him is disgusting.” 

Many said the British government 
was being “cowardly”. For Alice in 

London, May is a “kiss-ass putting 
trade deals ahead of morals”. 

Others pointed to May’s own 
racism and bigotry. As Rahma, a 
university student in London, said, 
“Trump’s Muslim ban is legitimising 
racism. 

“The British government is not 
speaking up—but if we don’t con-
demn it, it will happen here.”

A large number of homemade plac-
ards showed solidarity with Muslims. 

Zara Mohammed from Muslim 
student organisation Fosis told the 
crowd in Glasgow it was “absolutely 
inspiring to see so many people 
across Britain protesting and saying 
we will not accept Trump”. 

Some people are starting to point 
to the bigger problem of the system. 

Student Aisha said, “The countries 

on Trump’s list are ones that the US 
is already bombing—it’s part of creat-
ing the problem.”

It’s now essential to keep up the 
fight. 

Emily, a sixth form student from 
west London, said, “We’re here to 
voice our opinion and we’ll be doing 
the same on Saturday’s protest.”

Zak Cochrane from Stand Up 
To Racism told the London pro-
test, “They say 2016 was a year of 
despair—2017 is a year of hope.

“We showed that when we organ-
ise, we can push back racism and 
Trump.”

Are you protesting?
Send reports and pictures to 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

AT LEAST 30,000 packed central London Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Protesters in Leeds                  Picture: Neil terry
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reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

To receive alerts go to 
socialistworker.co.uk and add 
your email address in the 
‘Email updates’ box

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 
Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
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More online

Gallery—Thousands join 
protests against Trump’s 
Muslim ban 
bit.ly/2kmFCvf

Get ready to protest when 
Trump comes to Britain 
bit.ly/2jPOHeU

Plus there’ll be coverage 
from the protests this 
weekend

For our full coverage of 
protests against Trump

socialistworker.co.uk
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Stay on the 
streets and 
escalate to 
beat back 
the bigots 
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

DEBATES RAGED on Whitehall 
and across Britain on Monday 
night about where the rising 
movement against Donald Trump 
and Theresa May could go next.

To the most militant people on 
the protests, it was clear that the 
movement needed to spread if it’s 
to score more victories. 

As Lesley from London told 
Socialist Worker, “There’s a time to 
say no and that time is now. 

“If everyone stands up who 
opposes Trump, we can get rid of 
him.”

The thousands who came out in 
London and the thousands more 
around the country can and must 
be built on. 

The demonstration outside the US 
embassy this Saturday—and others 
around Britain—have the potential 
to be huge. 

Protesters in London told Socialist 
Worker how they thought the move-
ment from below could exploit the 
divisions at the top to win real gains. 

Razak Eshake told Socialist 
Worker, “I want Britain out of the 
special relationship with the US. 

“I want to stop Theresa May  
copying US policy towards refugees 
and migrants.”

Scrapheap 
The Tories’ strategy to boost big 
business’ profits after Brexit is high 
risk and will throw working class 
people onto the scrapheap—if we 
let them. 

Asim Zaman told Socialist Worker, 
“Theresa May and Boris Johnson are 
desperate and think they can get a 
good deal from Trump.

“They’re naive—he’s  said, 
‘America First’ and he’ll stick to 
that.”

The protests are important 
because they give our side a sense 
of power and boost our confidence 
to fight back. “People are scared, 
but angry,” Riley from San Antonio, 
Texas, told Socialist Worker.

Axel from Austin, Texas, added, 
“The protests at the airports give 
Americans hope, which is what a lot 

of them need at the moment. They 
need to know they can fight back.”

In the Guardian newspaper  
novelist Francine Prose argues for 
increased disruption, including 
strikes such as those by the New 
York Taxi Workers union.

Possible 
Niko, a University College London 
student from New York City, agreed. 
“The question we need to ask is how 
do we get him out?” he asked.

“You need to be a nuisance until 
you win—we need to be as disrup-
tive as possible.”

Certainly we need to deepen the 
resistance in university and college 
campuses, schools and workplaces. 

Asim argued that “we can’t let the 
movement stop here”.

“I’m going to the protest on 
Saturday, but that can’t be the end 
of it,” he said. “In 50 years, what are 
we going to say we did?”

He’s right—if we want to shape 
history we need to stay on the streets 
and escalate.

We need to be bold. If Trump 
comes to Britain, we will have to 
close down colleges and walk out 
from work. 

As Trump attacks migrants and 
Muslims, a crucial next step will be 
the demonstrations called by Stand 
Up To Racism in London, Glasgow 
and Cardiff on 18 March.

ANGER AGAINST Trump on Whitehall in London  

Resistance sweeps across US in  
response to Trump’s racist ban 
PROTESTS SPREAD across the US 
in response to Donald Trump’s 
latest horror show last weekend. 
The US president has banned 
people from seven Muslim-
majority countries from coming 
to the US. 

Hundreds protested outside 
New York City’s JFK airport last 
Friday and Saturday in response.

Taxi drivers went on unofficial 
strike at JFK in protest against 
the travel ban. The New York Taxi 
Workers Alliance union tweeted 
there would be no service 
between 6pm and 7pm—but it 
went on beyond that.

Activists held protests outside 
airports in Atlanta, Austin, 
Baltimore, Boston, Boise, 
Chicago, Dallas and Detroit last 
Saturday. 

Some 1,000 people also 
demonstrated outside San 
Francisco International Airport.

Thousands protested outside 
the White House on Sunday. Over 
10,000 people joined a protest in 
Battery Park in New York City.

On the same day around 
10,000 rallied in Washington 

DC near to the White House, 
chanting, “No hate, no fear—
refugees are welcome here.” 

1,000 protesters marched 
on the Lambert St Louis 
international airport in Missouri.

Organiser Keith Rose told 
Socialist Worker, “It was very 
interesting because there were so 
many people who said they had 
never gone to a protest before.

“That might have been the 
majority of the crowd.”

The #MuslimBan and 
#NoBanNoWall hashtags trended 

on Twitter as people looked 
for protests happening close to 
them.

A Brooklyn federal judge 
temporarily overturned Trump’s 
ban on Saturday evening, leading 
to some refugees being released 
from detention in airports.

The protests are a crucial way 
to articulate the outrage people 
feel and to build a movement. 

They have pressured 
politicians and judges into taking 
action and they must continue if 
Trump is to be defeated.

More online
Full US and global coverage

socialistworker.co.uk

Protests against Trump’s Muslim 
ban sweep the US—and planned 
in Britain too 
bit.ly/2kGubvB

Voting suppression in the US 
while Trump gives “alternative 
facts” 
bit.ly/2kGfg4G

Plus more ...

Crowds fill JFK airport in New York  
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

TIME TO GET RID OF THIS 
SICK CAPITALIST SYSTEM

 D
ONALD TRUMP is 
not just “business as 
usual”. He represents 
something more overtly 
and aggressively racist, 

sexist and undemocratic than 
most politicians.

When Trump faces opposition 
his instinct is to lash out and to 
act as a swaggering bully.

All ruling classes get their way 
by a combination of force and 
fraud. They try to persuade you 
that there is no alternative. They 
control much of the media to 
bombard us with their ideas.

If you’re still not convinced then 
they have the police, prisons and 
armies to do the job.

Trump seeks to rule much 
more by force than fraud.

He stands on the bloodied 
foundations of the 25 year-long 
“war on terror”. He builds on the 
fact that during Barack Obama’s 
eight years in office there was not a 
single day when US military forces 
were not at war with somebody.

Trump’s racism is founded on 
the legacy of slavery in the US— 
and the continuing inequality and 
the reality of police killings of 
black people.

Repellent 
His repellent sexism reflects a 
society where women are still 
discriminated against, frequently 
patronised or ridiculed and often 
face violence.

Trump’s disregard for the 
environment flows from 
predecessors who drew back from 
placing the slightest obstacle in the 
way of corporate power.

Trump, just like Theresa May, is 
the expression of a sick capitalist 
system which puts profits before 
people. 

In the US over the past  
30 years the incomes of the 
poorest 50 percent have been 
static. The incomes of the top one 
percent have risen by 300 percent. 

It is a class society rotten with 

hypocrisy. Many of the leaders 
now expressing horror at Trump’s 
immigration policy have spent 
years hurling up their own walls. 

Trump and May represent a 
world where just a few people 
own and control vast amounts of 
wealth and most of the rest have 
little or nothing.

It is a system where eight 
billionaires own as much 
combined wealth as the poorest 
half of the world’s population.

We need to target Trump and 
his collaborator May.  A victory 
over the Muslim ban would be a 
huge boost to the fightback.

But we have a much bigger 
score to settle with the system.
We need to fight to take the 
wealth from the super-rich and 
use it for the benefit of all.

We need to push for real 
democracy where the decisions 

about what is produced and 
how it is produced are taken 
democratically.

We need to fight every example 
of racism, sexism and homophobia 
—but also to tear out the roots of 
all oppression.

We need a socialist society.
It has been great to see the 

Labour Party elect a left wing 
leader. We are on Jeremy Corbyn’s 
side against the right, but Labour 
remains dominated by the right. 

And as the EU crushing Greece’s 
Syriza government showed, electing 
left wingers is not enough to 
overcome the unelected bosses. 

One hundred years after the 
Russian Revolution we need 
another revolution. Not the sort 
of society it became under Joseph 
Stalin—but one inspired by the 
early years of workers’ power and 
liberation for oppressed people.

In the struggles that have taken 
on Trump we can glimpse the 
potential of ordinary people to 
change the world.

Winning change takes 
organisation. The Socialist Workers 
Party wants to work with as broad 
a range of people as possible 
against Trump and May. But we’re 
also building a socialist force at the 
centre of all these movements.

If you want to change the world, 
join us.
To join the SWP go to bit.ly/2jPPJrh 
or turn to page 16

Trump and May 
are expressions 
of a system that 
puts profit  
before people

‘‘ 
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SATURDAY 18 MARCH

lMigrants and refugees welcome 
lStand up to racism, Islamophobia   
    and antisemitism

NATIONAL DEMOS

London, Glasgow, Cardiff 

STAND UP TO RACISM

 Tories’ immigration system  
 is a racist hell for refugees
IF PEOPLE from Iran, 
Iraq, Libya, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria or Yemen 
arrive in Britain 
without the right visa 
they risk deportation 
or detention.

These are the 
countries Donald 
Trump is targeting. 

If they are fleeing 
war or persecution, 
they can apply for 
asylum. 

But the system is 
stacked against them.

 Changes made by 
Theresa May as home 
secretary make it 
harder to appeal.

If they simply want 
to make a better life 
for themselves, the 
responsibility is on 
them to prove they 
won’t be a “burden”. 

The rules are 
complex and vicious.

Even having family 
here already or 
applying to study at a 
British university is no 
guarantee.

Getting a work visa 
often requires having 
a job already lined 
up from an employer 
who says they tried 
to employ a British 
or European Union 
national first.

The most recent 
data is for the three 

months to September 
last year. 

Britain turned down 
some 1,596 asylum 
seekers from those 
seven countries.

Deported 
It also detained 
1,062 people from 
those countries—and 
deported or otherwise 
“removed” 65. 

This doesn’t count 
those who left after 
life in Britain was 
made impossible for 
them.

May’s tenure in 
the Home Office was 
centred on making 
that the case. 

In a major speech 
she vowed to create a 

“hostile environment 
for illegal migration.”

Muslims from any 
country—even British 
citizens—are made 
objects of suspicion 
by the government’s 
Islamophobic Prevent 
agenda. 

Even young children 
can be taken out of 
school if deemed to 
be “at risk” of being a 
terrorist, sometimes 
on the most absurd 
grounds.

The movement 
rising up in Britain 
against May’s support 
for Donald Trump 
must also fight the 
racist policies she 
has driven through at 
home.

A protest outside Yarl’s Wood detention centre 

 Prepare to protest when  
 Trump comes to Britain
CAMPAIGNERS have 
vowed that if US 
president Donald 
Trump comes to 
Britain for the pomp 
and luxury of a formal 
state visit, he’ll be met 
with mass protests.

Prime minister 
Theresa May invited 
him to Britain during 
her recent trip to the 
US. 

And the 
swaggering racist, 
sexist, homophobic, 
billionaire has 
accepted.

It’s unusual for such 
a new head of state to 
be invited. 

But Theresa 
May, unelected 
and diplomatically 
isolated, is desperate 
for an ally to bolster 
her standing. 

May’s decision to 
roll out the red carpet 
for Trump could prove 
to be a major mistake. 

She has tied herself 
closely to the monster 
in the White House, 
creating an axis of 
austerity and racism.

Her invite to Trump 
immediately caused 
outrage across Britain.

More 1.3 million 
people had signed a 
petition calling for its 
withdrawal as Socialist 
Worker went press.

Stand Up To 
Racism, the People’s 
Assembly, the Stop 
the War Coalition and 
CND have jointly said 
they will organise a 
mass demonstration if 
Trump comes here.
For updates go to 
standuptoracism.org

FIGURE IT OUT 
In just three months 
Britain detained 
l360 Iranians 
l340 Iraqis 
l9 Libyans
l82 Somalis 

l154 Sudanese  
l114 Syrians 
l3 Yemenis 

In the same period 
Britain deported or 
‘removed’ 
l28 Iranians
l25 Iraqis
l2 Libyans 
l2 Somalis 
l3 Sudanese 
l5 Syrians 

And it denied 
asylum to 
l765 Iranians 
l608 Iraqis
l121 Libyans
l40 Somalis
l43 Sudanese
l59 Syrians
l3 Yemenis

We’ve had a taste of our power  Picture: Duncan Brown
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Gamble on Trump 
will surely backfire
THERESA MAY must have thought it was a smart move 
to become the first foreign leader to meet Donald Trump 
in the White House. 

The Mail on Sunday newspaper said the meeting 
“catapulted her into the front rank of world leaders”. But it 
doesn’t look like such a smart move now.

The inauguration of a new US president always leads 
to much agonising this side of the pond about the “special 
relationship” between Britain and the US.

Before he abandoned the left, Christopher Hitchens wrote 
a good book on the subject, Blood, Class, and Nostalgia.

He shows how the idea of a deep Anglo-American bond 
gave the ruling class of the US a sense of historical depth 
and sophistication. Its British counterpart gets a feeling 
of sharing in global power with the supposedly culturally 
inferior Americans despite the loss of empire.

Hitchens quotes Tory prime minister Harold Macmillan. 
“We are Greeks in this American Empire. You will find the 
Americans much as the Greeks found the Romans—great 
big, vulgar, bustling people, more vigorous than we are and 
also more idle, with more unspoiled virtues, but also more 
corrupt.”

It’s easy to imagine May thinking of her relationship with 
the “great big, vulgar, bustling” Trump in these terms—
steering him towards “100 percent” support for Nato, for 
example.

The fact that their meeting turned symbolically around a 
bust of Winston Churchill is pure Anglo-American kitsch. 

Hitchens calls “the Churchill cult” in the US “the residue of 
a half-forgotten transition whereby the strategic majority of 
the American establishment crossed over from isolationism 
to interventionism”.

But here brute political reality intervenes—Trump seems 
set on taking a step back into isolationism. He is abandoning 
the commitment to a global liberal capitalist order that US 
imperialism embraced precisely when allied to Churchill’s 
Britain during the Second World War.

Sympathiser
His inaugural address proclaimed “America First”. This was 
slogan of Charles Lindbergh, the Nazi sympathiser who tried 
to keep the US out of the war.

From Trump’s point of view his promise of a rapid trade 
deal with Britain when it leaves the European Union (EU) 
showed how he will conduct foreign policy. 

He will prioritise bilateral relationships with states over 
multilateral institutions such as Nato, the World Trade 
Organisation, and the North America Free Trade Agreement.

For May the meeting offered an opportunity to make 
concrete her vision of “global Britain” deepening trade links 
outside the EU.

This is a way of making Brexit more plausible. But it 
also helps to put pressure on the rest of the EU in the tough 
negotiations once she triggers the Article 50 process to leave.

Before the meeting the main risk May ran seemed to be 
that of antagonising the rest of the EU if she aligned herself 
too closely with Trump.

But this seems like a relatively minor problem in the 
wake of his executive order barring citizens of seven Muslim 
countries from entering the US. May’s failure to promptly 
and forthrightly condemn this despicable racist measure is 
likely to rebound very badly on her. 

The evening before she met Trump she made a speech in 
Philadelphia in which she denounced Tony Blair’s “liberal 
interventionism”. 

This was Blair’s excuse for the wars the US and Britain 
waged in Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

Blair took the “special relationship” to its lowest point 
when he glued himself to the presidency of George W Bush. 

Bush and Blair drenched the alliance in the blood of the 
victims of occupation of Iraq. They covered it in the lies 
about Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass destruction that 
were used to justify the invasion.

But the bombardment of reactionary measures issuing 
from Trump’s pen look set to make Bush seem comparatively 
enlightened by comparison. 

It remains to be seen how the US and other capitalist 
classes manage to cope with Trump. But there’s no doubt 
that May will rue the day she held hands with him.

Bombed then banned—US 
crimes in travel-ban states
DONALD Trump’s “Muslim 
ban” order applies to seven 
countries—all of them 
hammered by the US war 
machine and its allies such 
as Britain.

The effect is to stop  
desperate refugees fleeing 
the chaos that US bombs 
and bullying created.

Yemen
AT LEAST ten women and 
children were among those 
killed by a US raid last 
Sunday, using missiles and 
helicopter machine guns, 
local sources reported.

Military intervention in 
Yemen has killed 10,000 
people, around half of them 
civilians, in two years.

The war is led by US ally 
Saudi Arabia—using bombs 
made and sold by Britain.

Syria
THE CARNAGE of counter- 
revo lu t ion  has  k i l l ed  
hundreds of thousands.

They are caught between 
the revenge of dictator Bashar 
al-Assad and his allies on one 
hand, the terror of Isis on the 
other—and now bombing by 
the West and Russia too.

Thousands have died 
under US, British and other 
states’ bombs. And Western-
supplied arms are killing 
Syrians from all sides of the 
conflict. Britain continued to 
sell the Assad regime military 
equipment as late as 2013.

Sudan
SUDAN IS one of  the 
world’s biggest sources 
of refugees due to ethnic 

cleansing and the brutal 
regime of president Omar 
al-Bashir.  

US sanctions were in 
force until this year. They 
were overturned by Barack 
Obama in order to enlist  
al-Bashir’s regime as an ally in 
US “anti-terror” operations.

Somalia
THE US has spent decades 
making Somalia a hellhole. 

First it backed dictator 
Major General Mohamed 
Siad Barre. Then it invaded 
directly, then backed an  
invasion by Ethiopian forces.

Libya
A 2011 revolt against dic-
tator Muammar Gaddafi 

was hijacked by the West, 
desperate to return to the 
Middle East after its defeat 
in Iraq.

The uprising represented 
a real alternative to Gaddafi. 
The intervention installed a 
puppet regime that rapidly 
disintegrated. 

Today Libya is ruled 
by warring rival statelets 
and militias. Some receive 
European Union (EU) funds 
to police refugees driven into 
the hands of traffickers by EU 
border closures.

Iran
TRUMP’S BAN reverses a 
slow thawing of relations 
between Iran and the US.

For much of the last decade 
sanctions against the regime 
have punished the poor—and 

the recurring threat of war 
would have made things far 
worse.

The Iranian state and its 
allied militia jail, torture 
and kill opponents, and car-
ried out a bloody clampdown 
after mass protests in 2008.

Iraq
US, BRITISH and allied 
bombs, the Iraqi army and 
various sectarian militia are 
fighting to retake Iraq’s sec-
ond city Mosul from Isis. The 
battle has killed over 1,000 
people, more than half of 
them civilians, according to 
the United Nations.

The US sanctions and its 
invasion in 2003 killed well 
over a million Iraqis and 
plunged Iraqi society into an 
ongoing violent collapse.

THE AFTERMATH of a Saudi-led bombing raid in Yemen  

May signs shameful deal with Turkish dictator
AFTER VISITING Donald 
Trump, Tory prime 
minister Theresa May flew 
to Turkey. 

She was there to pledge 
her friendship with 
president Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan—and sign a  
£100 million arms deal.

It will see BAE Systems 
collaborate with Turkish 
companies to build a 
specialist fighter jet, the 
TF-X.

May said it could open 
the way to billions of 
pounds worth of business. 

She became the first 
foreign leader to visit 

Turkey since Erdogan 
ordered a wave of arrests 
and sackings in the wake 
of last summer’s failed 
coup. 

Thousands of those 
targeted opposed the coup 
but Erdogan has seen an 
opportunity to smash his 
opponents. 

Kurdish people have 
been particularly hard hit. 

Andrew Smith of the 
Campaign Against Arms 
Trade said the deal was “a 
slap in the face for human 
rights campaigners and 
political prisoners across 
Turkey”.More hand-holding—this time with president Recep Tayyip Erdogan
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 Job centres  
 targeted in  
 Tory assault  
 on the poor 
One job centre in ten is for the chop 
—but resistance to the closures has 
already started, reports Nick Clark

THE TORIES are preparing a fresh 
attack on the poor, announcing 
plans to close more than one in 
ten job centres last week.

Activists, benefit claimants’ 
groups and trade unionists have 
vowed to resist. That means the 
Tories have a fight on their hands 
to push the closures through.

The plans, announced on 
Thursday of last week, will mean 
that many benefit claimants will 
have to travel further to get to their 
nearest job centre.

This means it could cost them more 
to get to their appointments. And 
they are more likely to be sanctioned  
for missing appointments or being 
late.

Many of the closures will take 
place in some of the poorest and 
most deprived areas—such as the 
Castlemilk estate in Glasgow.

The Castlemilk job centre is one 
of eight closures announced in 
Glasgow last December.

Its closure will mean that benefit  
claimants—including disabled 
people—will have to spend two 
hours travelling to and from 
appointments. Each trip will cost 
almost five pounds each.

Speaking at a street meeting in 
Castlemilk last Saturday, local res-
ident and campaigner Jean Devlin 
said, “We need to act now.

Ravaged
“There are about 900 people here 
affected by this closure. This com-
munity has been ravaged by the 
Tories’ austerity attacks.”

A street meeting of some  
50 people on Friday of last week 
was a sign of the pushback against 
the plans since the closures were 
announced.

PCS union activists believe the 
Tories announced the Glasgow  
closures early to gauge the level of 
resistance the rest would face.

They had expected further 
closures under plans to slash 
the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) estate, including 
job centres, by 20 percent by 2020.

But activists, benefit claimants’ 

groups and the PCS have responded 
with large public meetings.

Regional newspapers have 
also got on board with the cam-
paign, and Scottish National Party 
and Labour MPs and MSPs have  
challenged the cuts in parliament.

Dave Owens—a member of the 
PCS’ DWP group executive committee  
(GEC)—spoke to Socialist Worker 
in a personal capacity.

Scale
He said, “The scale of the attacks 
was less than some people had 
expected—partly due to the resist-
ance in Glasgow.”

But he added that the plans still 
mean 78 job centres will be closed—
and many more “co-located”, or 
moved to offices further away.

“This has to be seen as part of the 
attack on social security,” Dave said. 
“It’s a massive attack on services to 
the public.”

The closures also mean hundreds 
of DWP workers lose their jobs.

The DWP GEC is set to meet 
on 16 February to decide on its 
response. Regional PCS branches 
will be having consultation meetings 
in the run-up to the meeting.

Dave said that the PCS had to join 
up with benefit claimants’ groups—
but that there also had to be national 
strikes to stop the closures.

“This is a massive attack on 
jobs,” he said. “There has to be a  
dedicated campaign—including 
industrial action, nationwide.”
Thanks to Drew McKewan

PROTESTING OUTSIDE Castlemilk job centre in south Glasgow Picture: Duncan Brown

Richest 0.01 percent dodge more tax 
as children fall into ‘stark’ poverty
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

BRITAIN’S SUPER rich have dodged 
£1 billion more in tax since the 
Tories set up a new HM Revenue & 
Customs (HMRC) unit in 2009 to 
make them pay more tax. 

But the income tax paid by 
everyone else rose by £23 billion 
over the same period. 

The wealth of the richest has 
soared alongside the growth of 
food banks and a big drop in 
working class living standards. 

This grotesque fact of Tory 
Britain was revealed last week by 
a Westminster Public Accounts 
Committee report. 

These “high net worth 
individuals”—around 6,200 fat 
cats with £20 million or more—
represent less than 0.01 percent of 
Britain’s population.

Alarming
Yet the committee found it 
“alarming that HMRC has around 
one third of these individuals under 
enquiry at any one time.” Last year 
alone those investigations had a 
“value of around £1.9 billion extra 
tax revenue that might be due”.

The tax revelations came 

days before the Royal College 
of Paediatrics and Child Health 
released its landmark State of 
Child Health report. 

It was a further indictment 
of Tory rule, “with those from 
the most deprived backgrounds 
experiencing much worse health 
compared with the most affluent.”

The report said, “Children living 
in our wealthiest areas have health 
outcomes that match the best in 
the world. But the gaps between 
the rich and the poor are stark, 
and some of the outcomes amongst 
our deprived groups are amongst 
the worst in the developed world.”

It said “stark inequalities” have 
widened in the last five years.

In a failed attempt to hide the 

impact of their brutal austerity on 
the poor, the Tories tried to drop 
household income as a measure of 
child poverty 18 months ago.

Since 2010 the number of 
children in absolute poverty has 
increased by half a million.

And as a direct result of Tory tax 
and benefit changes since 2010, 
the number of children in relative 
poverty will have risen from 2.3 to 
3.6 million by 2020. This is before 
housing costs are factored in.

Poverty
Childcare and housing are two 
of the costs that take the biggest 
toll on families’ budgets. After 
childcare costs, a further 130,000 
children are pushed into poverty.

Some 28 percent of children live 
in poverty. And the Tory lie that 
work is the solution to poverty is 
smashed by the fact that 68 percent 
of them have at least one parent in 
work.

So while the Tories have 
harassed the poor and disabled, 
and slashed public services, they 
have allowed the richest to dodge 
even more tax that could fund our 
services.

The fat cats should be made to 
pay for their own crisis.

That’s rich—a super yacht

BACK STORY
The Tories want to claw back 
money from the DWP budget
lThe Tories want to cut 20 
percent from the DWP estate
lSome estimates put the 
number of jobcentres up for the 
chop at 78
lOne in ten jobcentres are in line 
to be shutdown
lAs many as 750 jobs are at risk 
from the DWP cuts
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 Labour MPs 
set to defy  
 Corbyn on  
 Brexit bill
Corbyn is right to reject Tory plans 
and trigger Article 50—but Labour 
rebels weaken him, says Nick Clark

RIGHT WING Labour Party MPs 
are preparing a fresh assault on 
party leader Jeremy Corbyn with 
a plot to defy him over leaving 
the European Union (EU).

At least 18 Labour MPs have said 
they will vote against the bill to trig-
ger Article 50 this Wednesday.

Two shadow ministers have 
resigned their positions to oppose 
the bill, which would begin the pro-
cess of leaving the EU.

And Labour MP Heidi Alexander 
has put an amendment to the bill 
that would kill it altogether.

It comes after Corbyn demanded 
that his MPs vote for the bill. 

He said that he was imposing a 
“three line whip”—meaning there 
would be heavy pressure on them 
to vote for it.

The planned rebellion is part 
of another right wing attempt to 
undermine Corbyn and force con-
cessions out of him. 

It also shows the strength of the 
Labour right’s commitment to the 
EU.

The 18 Labour MPs say they are 
opposed to the Tories’ vision of 
Brexit. But many Labour MPs’ real 
concern is leaving the bosses’ single 
market, which is designed to help 
giant corporations make huge prof-
its at workers’ expense.

Ditch
Many Labour MPs who want to stay 
in the single market also want to 
ditch freedom of movement for EU 
migrant workers. 

They think that attacking 
migrants can help them to win 
back support in constituencies 
such as Stoke-on-Trent Central and 
Copeland—where they fear losing 
out in the by-elections scheduled for 
23 February. 

Labour’s shadow Brexit minister 
Keir Starmer spoke at a meeting of 
Labour members in Islington, north 
London, last month.

He is said to have described 
Labour’s position as access to the 
single market “plus immigration 
limits”.

Former Islington mayor Phil Kelly 

said Starmer explained Labour’s 
support for Brexit “is a mere form of 
words to enable Labour candidates 
in seats where a majority voted 
Leave to claim that they favour 
immigration controls”.

Corbyn has to be defended 
against the right. But he has made 
too many concessions. He has also 
said he wants to keep access to the 
single market but that Labour is “not 
wedded” to freedom of movement.  

Will
He has rightly moved amendments 
to the Tories’ plans and said, “We 
repeat the will of the British people, 
but not the will of the Tory govern-
ment to impose fewer rights at work 
and worse public services.”

He promised to “amend the 
Article 50 Bill to prevent the 
Conservatives using Brexit to turn 
Britain into a bargain basement tax 
haven off the coast of Europe”. 

But this is also partly about  
satisfying the Labour right, which 
wants to keep access to the single 
market.

Corbyn is right not to block 
Article 50 but his concessions to the 
right have left him weaker. 

He has to fight for a genuine left 
alternative to the Tories’ Brexit—
which must include defending free-
dom of movement and be fought 
for in the workplaces and on the 
streets.

BACK STORY
The Tory government is set 
to introduce its Brexit bill into 
parliament this month
lLabour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
opposes their plan but not 
triggering the process to leave 
the European Union
lSome right wing Labour MPs 
are preparing to defy Corbyn
lThey wish to override the vote 
in the referendum
lBut Corbyn is making too 
many concessions to them and 
weakening his own position

 Stoke election not all about migration
RACIST UKIP leader Paul Nuttall 
is challenging Labour in the 
Stoke-on-Trent Central  
by-election on 23 February.

Nuttall has attacked 
Labour for supporting “open 
door immigration and crude 
multiculturalism”.

He has said, “Quite simply, 
Labour, especially the Labour 
of Corbyn and Abbott and 
Thornberry, has betrayed the 
English working class.

“We will replace Labour as 
a patriotic voice of working 
people.”

Stoke voted by a big margin to 
leave the European Union (EU) 
in last year’s referendum.

Nuttall is campaigning on a 
promise of a “real Brexit” which 

includes attacking migrants. 
But it would be wrong for 

Labour to make the mistake of 
seeing a vote for Brexit as simply 
a vote against immigration.

Vote
Mark McEvoy from Stoke told 
Socialist Worker his Leave 
vote “had nothing to do” with 
immigration

He said, “It’s more to do with 
European law and the way that 
businesses benefit.”

For many Leave voters the 
referendum was a chance to hit 
out against the establishment.

Labour can connect with those 
people with a vision of a Brexit 
that attacks the bosses and the 
rich.

 New U-turn is a nuclear error
LABOUR IS also 
fighting a by-election 
in Copeland in 
Cumbria. 

But Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn 
has dropped his 
opposition to nuclear 
power in the run-up to 
the election.

Copeland is home 
to the Sellafield 
nuclear power plant. 

Corbyn has long 
opposed nuclear 
power, but after 

visiting Copeland last 
month said he would 
back plans to develop 
nuclear 
power 

plants. But nuclear 
power is dangerous, 
expensive and dirty. 

Socialists should 
oppose it.

LABOUR MPs are far from united 

FIGURE IT OUT
 50  percent more 

carbon emissions 
are produced from 
whole nuclear cycle 
from uranium mining 
onwards

 70  billion pound cost 
of decommissioning 
and cleaning up all 
Britain’s current 
nuclear sites

 10  years at least to build 
new nuclear plants 
and even longer to 
generate electricity 

Paul Nuttall in his Ukip leader uniform

Part of the Sellafield nuclear power plant
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Back Corbyn, 
but critically
JIM Hutchinson (Letters, 
25 January) says 
Socialist Worker is being 
unfair to Jeremy Corbyn.

But here in Kirklees 
the Labour council just 
threatened to use Tory 
anti-union laws to stop 
social workers striking.

The same council 
is cutting services and 
doing the Tories’ dirty 
work, all without a word 
of criticism from Corbyn.

We desperately hope 
Corbyn is successful. 

But we can’t give up 
the right to criticise if 
Labour policies attack 
the working class. If we 
do, we disarm ourselves.

June and Martin Jones
Huddersfield

Don’t trust 
Tories on NHS
YOU REPORT an NHS 
boss admitting “someone 
may die” because of new 
Tory cuts plans. It’s not 
really surprising, but it’s 
still yet another example 
of the government’s 
uncaring attitude.

Ian Williams
on Facebook

Workers have 
had their fill
I ENJOYED reading 
about the Harrods boss 
sacked after the dispute 
over tips (Socialist 
Worker online).

Did she fall on her fork?
Richard Faulkner

on Facebook

Whose is the 
real freedom?
FREEDOM OF movement 
is not, as Jacek 
Szymanski argues, a 
worker’s right (Letters, 
25 January). It is a right 
for employers to obtain 
cheap labour.

Workers have the 
advantage of being able 
to move to a different 
country, but they have 
the disadvantage of not 
being able to get a job in 
their own country.

They may have to take 
worse pay and conditions 
due to an oversupply 
of labour. This is a real 
difficulty for workers.

John Bossano
on Facebook

Keep up the 
good work
I SAW your stall outside 
Bolton College. I support 
your message—Trump is 
unbelievably awful.

Tom
Bolton

Just a 
thought...Let’s burst 

the bubble
THE FILM La La Land has 
been so over-hyped that, 
having seen it, I feel 
cheated. Its biggest failing 
is the lack of any attempt to 
locate its story in a world 
the rest of us share.

It portrays life in a 
technicolour bubble. There, 
even the dead end job you 
take is a doddle, serving 
drinks to film stars with an 
understanding boss.

You own fabulous 
clothes and go to parties 
around swimming pools 
with unlimited food and 
drink. There’s no racism or 
police violence.

Everyone is beautiful 
with no money worries.

Some people will say a 
musical is necessarily a 
fantasy and we should just 
enjoy the escapism. But the 
best musicals contrasted 
their escapism with reality.

The Wizard of Oz starts 
and ends in the Dust Bowl. 
42nd St showed women 
struggling to escape poverty 
with dreams of stardom.

Watch this film on TV in 
a year or two and don’t add 
to the studio’s vast profits.

Alex May
Liverpool

The rich are 
worthless
IN YOUR editorial on the 
disgusting inequality in our 
society (18 January), you 
state that, “eight men are 
worth as much as the 
poorest 50 percent”.

These eight men may 
have as much money as 
3.5 billion people, but their 
“worth” is entirely 
debatable.

Maurice Whyte
by email

 Is air we can breathe  
 too much to expect?
IN LONDON last week we 
were told that the air is 
toxic and that we should 
stay indoors and “reduce 
activity”. That’s easy 
enough for someone who 
hasn’t got the stress of bills 
and rent, but for a lot of 
people it’s just not possible 
if we want to eat.

If the air is that toxic, 
everyone should be 
protected, not just those 
who can afford it.

It is a basic human right 
to have clean air and it’s 
outrageous that it is fast 
becoming a luxury! I feel 

worst for construction 
workers who have to do 
heavy labour outdoors.

How is it that in one of 
the richest countries in the 
world people are unable to 
get clean air?

It’s unacceptable, 
especially as the technology 
to do something about it 
exists.

Maybe if the government 
weren’t so keen on helping 
big businesses burn fossil 
fuels this problem would be 
fixed.

Jasmine Fischer
North London

Let’s sink Tories’ Trident lies 
like Dalyell took on Thatcher
FORMER Labour MP Tam Dalyell, 
who died last week, should be 
remembered as a principled 
opponent of the lies used to justify 
wars.

He resigned from Labour’s front 
bench due to its support for the 
Falklands War of 1982. He then 
hounded Margaret Thatcher for 
months over the sinking of the 
Argentine ship General Belgrano.

Dalyell helped to prove that the 
ship was sailing away from the 
Falklands when it was attacked by 
a British submarine, killing 323 
people—most of them sea cadets. 

They died so that Thatcher 
could halt a possible peace deal.

In 2003 I remember him coming 
to speak to an offsite Stop the War 

meeting at the hospital where I 
worked. It was brilliant to have a 
Labour MP come to talk to us 
about Tony Blair’s lies.

When he retired in 2005, Dalyell 
described Blair as “by far the 
worst” of the eight prime ministers 
he had known.

Dalyell was a long way from 
Socialist Worker’s views on many 
other issues. But his contempt for 
the secrecy and lies at the top of 
society should be celebrated.

Diana Swingler
East London

nIF THE Tories had any sense 
they’d take the recent failed 
missile test as an opportunity to 
scrap Trident. You can’t call it a 

deterrent if everyone knows it 
doesn’t work.

We could plough the billions 
saved into the NHS, social 
housing, renationalising the 
railways, welfare and new 
infrastructure projects.

Instead they will most likely say 
this is why we need to renew 
it—and spin it to get even more 
public money for Trident.

Chris O’Neil
on Facebook

nMAY KNEW of the misfire before 
MPs voted on Trident renewal—
but kept this from them. Surely 
her position is no longer tenable.

Nick Browne
on Facebook

 Disability  
 benefit cuts  
 are a killer
I WAS subjected to the 
government’s test for the 
Pip disability benefit in 
2015 after it replaced the 
DLA. Most of the money 
was stopped while I had a 
six-month fight against 
the Department for Work 
and Pensions.

Two neighbours with 
greenhouses were able to 
give me fruit and 
vegetables.

Some 1,651 people 
died at the hands of 

former work and pensions 
secretary Iain Duncan 
Smith’s policies—and 
they were not all suicides.

The way they assess 
disabilities is stacked 
against the mentally ill 
such as myself, and 
people with Asperger’s 

syndrome or autism.
If Tories were allowed 

to use workhouses, they 
would. Now Theresa May 
has made the world even 
more dangerous. We need 
mobilisation to stop them.

Amina Siegersen
Glasgow

Gone but not forgiven—Iain Duncan Smith (right) with Theresa May
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looked set to become law.
On May Day more than two mil-

lion migrants and their supporters 
refused to go to work and marched 
in towns and cities across the US in 
protest at the bill.  

They wanted to show what 
a “day without immigrants” 
would look like. 

It was the largest mass 
protest in US history. 
And the strikes had a big 
impact.

The Washington 
Post newspaper 

reported, “More than half of the 
1,147 construction workers on pro-
jects at Dulles airport did not show 
up.” 

It added that strikes shut 
down at least one major 

port, closed crossings at 
the Mexican border 
and shut down meat-
processing plants.

School  s tudent 
Kim Jones was one 
of those who walked 
out of class to join the 
protests. 

She told Socialist Worker it was 
“amazing”. She added, “I bet the US 
lost a lot of money on May Day.”

S o m e  p e o p l e  i n  M e x i c o 
took action to show solidarity.  
“We remind the gringos that they 
are a country of immigrants,” said 
marcher Felipe Gomez. 

Disgracefully Democratic politi-
cians had backed a “compromise” 
that would force around two million 
migrants from the US.

Migrant rights advocate Armando 
Navarro said, “The only political 
avenue that we had available to us 

was to take to the politics of the 
street. We combined the power of 
the streets with our economic power 
of denying people profit.”

The movement didn’t stop every 
racist attack from the US govern-
ment—but it did stop the bill.

It showed ordinary people can fight 
and win, and that resistance in the 
streets and workplaces will be crucial.

FEATURE 1010

The rules have 
changed now  
Fiona Watson 
New Jersery
TRUMP’S ATTACKS have 
woken up a lot of people. 

People who had previously 
not seen themselves as political 
have become politicised like 
we’ve never seen before. 

The Women’s Marches last 
Saturday were fantastic. 

There have been huge networks 
established since the election. 

Locally there are now 
groups discussing what 
needs to happen next. 

They are discussing when 
to plan the next march.  

There is a resistance 
movement forming. 

People are seeing their basic 
rights being stripped away 
and there is a recognition 
that democracy has to 
be fought for again. 

How remains to be seen, but it is 
not going to be business as usual. 

The Women’s Marches and later 
protests were  electric and people 
are not going to just sit back now. 

1111

Strikers rally in Glasgow

St Andrew’s House picket line, Edinburgh

HOW DO  
WE BEAT 
TRUMP?

Resistance is 
emerging
Adelia Shiffraw
East Coast
TRUMP HAS only been in the 
White House for weeks and 
he is already steamrolling 
free speech and advancing 
an undemocratic agenda.

 But the resistance I have 
witnessed keeps me hopeful. 

Knowing that a massive 
resistance is emerging 
restored some hope in me.

The Women’s March brought 
about an inspiring outpouring 
of solidarity the likes of 
which I have never seen.

It’s only the beginning.
We need to do a hell of 

a lot more than protest. 
We need to work on 

empowering women, people 
of colour and other minority 
groups to run for office so 
that we may have a truly 
representative democracy.

I truly felt safe at the Women’s 
March in Washington DC, but 
many others did not and I have 
some criticisms about the march.

I appreciate that people of 
all kinds finally understand 
that our democracy is 
on life support.

However, it’s about damn 
time that our approach to 
this resistance movement 
is truly inclusive.

The pink pussy hats 
may have been effective 
in terms of visibility, but 
some of the “pussy” rhetoric 
felt narrow-minded. 

Womanhood isn’t defined by 

genitalia and I’m not here 
for ignoring trans people.

We can’t just chastise folks 
who are new to resistance—
but everyone needs to 
check their privilege.

I volunteered for the Bernie 
Sanders campaign in  
Arkansas. 

The amount of support 
a democratic socialist was 
able to garner even in the 
South blew me away. 

I hoped that the Democratic 
Party would take him and his 
massive amounts of followers 
seriously, but it didn’t and 
now we’re all paying for it. 

I’m a registered Democrat 
who knows that the party 
needs a radical makeover.

I think the two-party 
system is archaic and 

undemocratic—we need to 
fight and change the system.

Huge protests have erupted following the 
inauguration of Donald Trump.  
Socialist Worker spoke to activists from across 
the United States about how they’re organising 
to bring down the monster in the White House.

Making links 
across struggle
Alan Dicker
El Paso 
Texas, Detained Migrants 
Solidarity Committee activist 

WE EXPECT Donald Trump 
will expand the draconian 
migrant detention system that 
Democrats and Republicans have 
been building for decades.  

We already face enormous 
obstacles just to document the 
abuses that occur in detention, 
but now organising will be 
more heavily repressed.

Asking the Department of 
Justice to investigate the Border 
Patrol or instances of police 
brutality is no longer an option. 

Guards and officers will 
be emboldened to strip 
migrants of rights. 

However, the Women’s March 
brought out a lot of people who 
may have never marched or 
protested before. It gives us hope 

that a lot of people are now really 
thinking about how to build 
effective, committed opposition.  

I also think the Women’s 
March is a starting point for 
making common links across 
struggles. The threats towards 
women coming from the ruling 
class are interlinked with threats 
towards migrants, workers and 
marginalised communities. 

Things are not good. But in 
the face of Trump’s offensive 
against migrants, we need 
to continue fighting back. 
Go to bit.ly/2j7LuIO for more info 

Stop legalising 
torture 
Mike Otterman
New York 
Author of American Torture 

TRUMP HAS signed an executive 
order to reopen black 

site prisons. But 
executive orders 

don’t magically 
change laws. 
Two days into 
his presidency, 
Barack Obama 

issued an 
executive 

order to close Guantanamo  
Bay. 

Due to Republican opposition 
and a lack of political will and 
capital to push for its actual 
closure, Obama failed to deliver 
on this important directive.

Black site prisons are 
torture sites—and torture is 
currently illegal under US 
law, including for the CIA. 

Regardless of what Trump says, 
tweets or signs, the only way to 
change this fact is through new 
legislation striking down this  
ban. 

He would face significant 
Republican opposition to legalising 
torture, let alone the pushback 
from Democrats and civil  
society.

Economic and 
racial justice 
Mike McCabe
New York

BERNING GREEN is a network 
of individuals formed during the 
Sanders presidential campaign. 

Its purpose is inspiring and 
empowering 
ordinary people 
to advance 
progressive 
ideas in the 
communities 
they live in. 

We 

promote economic and racial 
justice for all and think that 
health care is a right and not a 
privilege. 

Berning Green supports 
progressive local and national 
campaigns, such as around 
affordable housing and 
gentrification. We support 
workers’ rights and advocate 
worker co-operatives.

Environmental issues are at 
the top of our agenda when it 
comes to confronting our new 
government. 

We want laws that ban 
fracking and prevent further 
drilling for pipelines. 

Our goal is to build green 
environments, which will create 
jobs and secure our world for 
our children.

PROTESTING OUTSIDE the Republican congressional retreat in Philadelphia last week

Adelia

Mike

Mike

We need more 
activists   
Keith Rose St Louis 
Civil rights and LGBT+ activist 

THE WOMEN’S March 
organisers in St Louis 

had not reached out 
to the local black 
women who had 

organised the 
movement around 
police killings 
in Ferguson. 

A community 
meeting was 

called, and there were some 
very heated exchanges.  

On the day of the march, there 
were tens of thousands of  
people. 

At the end of the event a 
white woman was arrested.  

In response to the cops  
telling her to get out of the way, 
she said, “Didn’t you hear what 
they were just saying over there?  

“We have to stop following 
orders, we have to take the 
streets, we have to resist.”

It was clear that she had never 
thought those words before, 
much less said them out loud. 

But there she was, resisting 
the state—the Women’s March 
had made an activist out of her.

Keith

E
VEN BEFORE the explo-
sion of protests over 
Donald Trump’s Muslim 
Ban, thousands of peo-
ple had demonstrated 
across the United States 

throughout the first week of his 
presidency. 

They followed huge Women’s 
Marches in the US and across the 
world on Saturday 21 January.

Campaigners spoke to Socialist 
Worker about the significance of the 
protests, the inspiration of the move-
ment—and what needs to happen 
next.

Sonya Patrick from Wilmington, 
North Carolina, is an activist with 
the Black Lives Matter movement. 
“Trump’s election has been a wake-
up call, but so were the Women’s 
March demonstrations,” she said.

“In Wilmington, a relatively small 
town, we saw the largest protests 
there have ever been. 

“New people are leading a move-
ment which has yet to fully take 
shape—that’s exciting.”

Carmen Hulbert helped set up the 
Latinos for Bernie group, which sup-
ported self-described socialist Bernie 
Sanders for the Democratic presi-
dential candidate, in New York City. 
“This is a defining moment in our 
history,” she said.

“Either we fight to move forward, 
or our clocks turn back 50 years.”

The Women’s March has launched 
a campaign for the first 100 days of 
Trump’s presidency—10 Actions for 
the First 100 Days.

The campaign said, “Now is not 
the time to hang up our marching 
shoes—it’s time to get our friends, 
family and community together and 
make history.”

Anger
Sonya stressed the need to stay 
active—and said that anger at Trump 
could grow. “People who voted for 
him are in for a rude awakening,” 
she said.

“Soon a lot of them will see that the 
promises he made about improving  
their lives were completely hollow.”

Carmen said she is considering 
running for her local city council to 
provide a left wing alternative. 

She also thinks battles over the 
environment have the power to 
mobilise big numbers. “Trump 
is  blatantly attacking every  
environmental agency and group, as 
well as supporting the Keystone and 
DAPL pipelines,” she said.

 “On 29 April we will join the 
march over climate change spon-
sored by 340.org.”

In less than a week in office 
Trump set in motion a series of brutal 
attacks—but Republican administra-
tions can be pushed back. 

In 2006 a mass movement cen-
t r e d on migrant workers 

stopped Republican 
president George 
W Bush’s admin-
istration from 
snatching away  
rights.

A bill crimi-
nalising undoc-

u m e n t e d 
m i g r a n t s 
and anyone 
judged  to 
have helped 
them enter 

or stay in 
t h e  U S Sonya

Carmen

On other pages...
Protests explode against Trump’s 
Muslim Ban >>Page 4
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STAND UP TO RACISM RALLIES

Refugees and 
migrants welcome—
stand up to racism, 
Islamophobia and  
antisemitism
Mobilising events for national
demonstrations on

Saturday
18 March
in London, Glasgow and Cardiff
lstanduptoracism.org.uk

BARNSLEY

Sat 18 Feb, 1pm,
Barnsley Central 
Library, Market St, 
S70 1WA.
Speakers include 
Roger McKenzie 
(Unison), Pauline 
McCarthy (Bfawu, 
Labour NEC)
BLACK COUNTRY

Wed 15 Feb, 7pm,
West Bromwich 
Town Hall, High St, 
West Bromwich, 
B70 8DT.
Speakers include 
Louise Regan 
(NUT),  Roger 
McKenzie (Unison), 
Cllr Jackie Taylor 
(Labour), Azad 
Ali (Mend), Ian 
Hodson (Bfawu), 
Colleen Molloy 
(City of Sanctuary), 
Weyman Bennett 
(SUTR)
BOLTON

Sat 11 Feb, 2pm,
Bolton Methodist 
Mission, 
Victoria Hall, 
37 Knowsley St, 
BL1 2AS.
Speakers include 
Yasmin Qureshi MP, 
Yusuf Tai (Mend), 
Karen Reissmann 
(health worker)
BRISTOL

Thu 9 Feb, 7.15pm,
Broadmead Baptist 
Church, Union 
St, BS1 3HY.
Speakers include 
Moazzam Begg 
(Cage), Cllr Hibaq 
Jama (Labour), 
Terry Karampini 
(migrant activist), 
Nahella Ashraf 
(SUTR)
HULL

Thu 16 Feb, 7pm,
Hull Afro-
Caribbean Centre,                                                           
25/26 Park St, 
HU2 8RR.
Speakers include 
Janet Alder (justice 
campaigner), 
Yunus Bakhsh 
(employment 
rights barrister)

LEEDS

Sat 25 Feb, 12 noon,
Leeds Civic Hall, 
Council Chambers,  
Calverly St,
LS1 1UR.
Speakers include
Julie Ward MEP 
(Labour),  
Cllr David Nagle 
(Labour), Weyman 
Bennett (SUTR), 
speaker from Mend
LEICESTER

Wed 1 Feb, 7pm,
Adult Education 
College,  
54 Belvoir St, 
LE1 6QL.
Speakers include
Natalie Bennett 
(Green), Roger 
McKenzie (Unison), 
Cllr Riyait Singh 
(Labour), Zak 
Cochrane (SUTR)
LONDON: HACKNEY

Thu 2 March, 
7.30pm,
Old School Rooms, 
The Round Chapel, 
2 Powerscroft Rd, 
E5 0PU.
Speakers include
Diane Abbott MP 
(Shadow home 
secretary), Gary 
Younge (journalist), 
Lucia Pradella 
(campaign for free 
movement), Zak 
Cochrane (SUTR)
LONDON: HARINGEY

Tue 28 Feb, 7.30pm
Kurdish Community 
Centre, 
11 Portland 
Gardens, N4 1HU.
Speakers include 
Catherine West MP 
(Shadow foreign 
office minister), 
Seema Chandwani 
(Tottenham Labour 
Party), Bibi Khan 
(Wightman Road 
Mosque)
LONDON: NEWHAM

Thu 9 Feb, 7pm,
Stratford Picture 
House, Salway Rd, 
E15 1BX.
Speakers include 
Stephen Timms 
MP (Labour), 

Leslie Brent 
(Kindertransport 
refugee), Siema 
Iqbal (Mend), Lucia 
Pradella (campaign 
for free movement), 
Claire Moseley 
(Care4Calais), 
Brian Richardson 
(SUTR)
NOTTINGHAM

Wed 1 Mar, 7pm,
Nonsuch Theatre,
N_SPACE, 
32a Clarendon St, 
NG1 5JD.
Speakers include 
Roger McKenzie 
(Unison), 
Shelly Asquith 
(NUS), Brendan 
Woodhouse (FBU)
SHEFFIELD

Tue 7 Feb, 7pm,
United Reform 
Church, 
Norfolk St, S1 2JB.
Speakers include 
Moazzam Begg 
(Cage), Louise 
Regan (NUT), 
Azad Ali (Mend), 
Zaiban Alam 
(Rotherham 12 
barrister), Zak 
Cochrane (SUTR)
STOCKPORT

Tue 21 Feb, 
7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting 
House, 2 Cooper St, 
SK1 3DW.
Speakers include 
Ameen Hadi 
(SUTR), Dianne 
Ngoza (Rapar), 
Dawn Taylor 
(NUT, Stockport 
Trades Council)
YORK

Wed 15 Feb, 
7.30pm,
Priory Street 
Community Centre,  
Priory St, YO1 6ET.
Speakers include 
Moazzam Begg 
(Cage), Rachael 
Maskell MP 
(Labour), Laura 
Munteanu (Roma 
activist),
Cllr Denise Craighill 
(Green), Nahella 
Ashraf (SUTR)

WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Capitalism in crisis—when 
will the long depression end?
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Can Corbyn beat the Tories?
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
BOLTON
Is this a rerun of the 1930s?
Thu 9 Feb, 6.30pm,
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St, BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Antonio Gramsci—reformist 
or revolutionary?
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Glyde House,  
Little Horton Lane, BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Brexit, racism and migration
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
COVENTRY
Russia before the revolution
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DUDLEY
How can we fight 
Trump’s misogyny?
Wed 8 Feb, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge, DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
The Women’s Liberation 
movement
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Capitalism in crisis—when 
will the long depression end?
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
HUDDERSFIELD
Can Trump be stopped?
Wed 8 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP
HULL
Brexit—what socialists say
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd, HU6 7RZ

LANCASTER
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Brexit—what socialists say
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Swarthmore Education  
Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
How can we end the 
housing crisis?
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove,  W10 5XL

LONDON: CENTRAL
How can Palestine be free?
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Room 130, Foster Court 
Building, UCL, 
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: EALING
Understanding 
imperialism—why does 
capitalism generate wars?
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge, YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
 W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
How do we dump Trump?
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, 
E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Women’s liberation 
and revolution
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd, 
N15 3QH
LONDON: LEWISHAM
A rebel’s guide to Lenin
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd,
SE10 8JA
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Workers’ councils and 
the fight for socialism
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd, E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Fake news and alternative 
facts—media in the 
21st century
Wed 8 Feb, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, 
M21 8BF
NEWCASTLE
Can Corbyn beat the Tories?
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ
SCARBOROUGH
Why is capitalism 
addicted to fossil fuel?
Wed 8 Feb, 7pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SOUTHAMPTON
What led up to the 
Russian Revolution?
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Fake news—who 
controls the media?
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Who are the alt-right?
Thu 23 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade,
Wellington,  TF1 1PY
WAKEFIELD
Can Trump be stopped?
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre,
Lower York St, WF1 3LJ
YORK
Marxism and art—John 
Berger on ways of seeing
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,  YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
After Trump and Brexit—
what is to be done?
Sat 4 Feb, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Hosted by Dorset Socialists
LIVERPOOL
Film showing—Selma
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St, L7 7DX
NATIONAL
Climate refugees—
climate crisis  and 
population displacement
Sat 11 Feb, 10am-5pm,
National Union of Teachers,
322 King St,
London WC1H 9BD.
Register at campaigncc.org

BIRMINGHAM:
CITY CENTRE
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St, 
B4 6AF

BRISTOL
Mon 6 Mar, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

LEEDS:
CITY CENTRE
Sat 25 Mar, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON:  CENTRAL
Wed 8 Mar, 7pm, 
Student Central, Malet St,
WC1E 7HY

MANCHESTER
Sat 25 Mar, 7pm, 
Mechanics Institute,
103 Princess St, M1 6DD

SHEFFIELD
Thu 2 Mar, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB

YORK
Wed 1 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Priory Street 
Community Centre,
 15 Priory St, YO1 6ET

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 8 Feb, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP

CARDIFF
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, 
CF24 4HX

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

COLCHESTER
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET

HARLOW
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX

LIVERPOOL
Thu 23 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,L7 7DX

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 8 Feb, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, 
E15 1HP

MANCHESTER: 
CITY CENTRE
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS

MEDWAY
Thu 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, ME4 4BP

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Wed 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way, OX4 1YH

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 15 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
Rivers St, PO5 4EZ

SHEFFIELD: CENTRE
Thu 9 Feb, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB

Fighting for LGBT+ liberation 
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 ‘Alternative facts? Just take 
the gloves off and call it lying’
Director Mick Jackson told Tomáš Tengely-Evans about his film Denial, the 
Nazis who try to cover up the Holocaust—and why we must speak out today
DAVID IRVING is a Nazi and 
Holocaust denier who mas-
queraded as a respectable 
military historian in order to push  
antisemitic propaganda.

We can openly write this because 
Irving lost a landmark libel trial 
against US historian Deborah 
Lipstadt and her publisher Penguin 
Books in 2000. 

Director Mick Jackson’s latest film 
Denial is a dramatic and truthful 
account of this battle. 

Mick told Socialist Worker, “As 
Deborah says, this is a movie about 
truth, lies and opinions. 

“When you make a movie about 
truth and lies, you have to be truth-
ful to the story and yourself as a film-
maker. Even if that structure makes 
the film less exciting in a normal nar-
rative sense, that’s what you have to 
do.”

All the dialogue in the court room 
is taken directly from transcripts. 

Portraying Irving was bound to be 
difficult, but Timothy Spall is eerily 
convincing as a ruling class, racist 
character.

Servants
Irving tries to bat accusations of 
racism away by telling reporters that 
he has black servants—a rich man’s 
take on “I have black friends”.   

Some might find Irving to be a 
ridiculous, bumbling racist, not a 
dangerous Nazi. He didn’t walk 
around in a black shirt and was 
accepted by high society as a serious, 
if “eccentric” right wing historian.  

Mick explained, “We didn’t make 
up a character for Irving or psycho-
analyse him.

“Everything we put into Timothy 
Spall’s mouth had come out of 
Irving’s mouth, whether that was in 
a speech or interview he gave or arti-
cle or book he’d written. They are all 
Irving’s own words”. 

But, Mick added, “We had to leave 
out some of the more 

extreme things 
I r v i n g 
said. In 
the sum-

ming  up 
of the trial, 

Irving meant 
to  say  ‘My 
Lord’ to the 

judge but said 
‘Me in  Fuhrer ’ 
without realising. 

“ I t  w o u l d 
sound like we 
made it up, 
because it just 
sounds so 
ridiculous.”

D u r i n g 

the trial, Irving is boxed in and 
denied the chance to talk his way out 
through rhetoric. 

Mick said, “In a crowd of tens of 
thousands, you can deflect a question 
with a witty comment like a stand-up 
comic and listen to the crowd roar. 

“But in the courtroom someone is 
saying, ‘You must answer the ques-
tion, Mr Irving’, ‘You said this, on 
this occasion and then said the oppo-
site—are you lying?’”

Nonetheless, listening to Irving 
makes uncomfortable viewing.

The scenes outside the courtroom 
are some of the best, and they’re also 
closely based on reality.

Through them the film manages 
to pull off a hard balancing act—
between the drama of the court-
room and having to deal with the 
Holocaust. 

This dilemma is reflected in 
the real, running tension between 
Deborah Lipstadt (Rachel Weisz) 
and barrister Richard Rampton 
QC (Tom Wilkinson) outside the 

courtroom. “When Rampton and 
Lipstadt met, they were talking two 
different languages,” said Mick. 

“She’s talking the language of 
moral dedication and passion, he’s 
talking the language of law, logic and 
strategy—and they seem to be pass-
ing each other.”

Tension
Mick explained that this tension is 
“where Denial’s double meaning 
comes in”.

“Deborah has to deny herself to 
serve the truth, because Irving is 
denying the truth to serve himself,” 
he said. 

At the beginning Lipstadt is told 
that Britain is a club, which Irving 
has always tried to be part of. 

When he loses the case, Irving 
goes to shake Rampton’s hand, as if 
it was all a game of cricket at Lord’s.
Rampton turns his back—Irving has 
been cast out, with no hope of get-
ting back in.

That he was ever in “the club” 

speaks volumes. Denial will bring 
an important story to a new genera-
tion. For Mick the film has a wider 
significance.   

“The resonances of the story are 
still going to be topical—it’s been 
amazing how immediate that’s been 
in the last few months,” Mick said. 

“Alternative facts, fake news, cam-
paign rhetoric—these are all euphe-
misms for lying.”

He added, “The mainstream media 
in the US, particularly the New York 
Times newspaper, have been slow to 
use the word lie. Instead they will 
say something like, ‘Radically at odds 
with what others say’. 

“I think it’s time to take the gloves 
off and when lying is practised to 
name it as lying—that’s what hap-
pens in this courtroom.”
Denial is on general release

HISTORY TALK
WILLIAM CUFFAY AND THE 
LONDON CHARTISTS
William Morris Gallery  
Lloyd Park, Forest Rd  
London, E17 4PP. 
13 February, 7.30pm. Tickets 
£5 (booking recommended), 
roger.huddle@ntlworld.com or 
07973 443 030

HASSAN Mahamdallie, 
author of Crossing 
the River of Fire—The 
Socialism of William 
Morris, shares his thoughts 
on William Cuffay and the 
London Chartists.

The 1832 Reform Act 
extended the vote to more 
men with property but the 
working class still did not 
have a vote. A national 
campaign involving men 

and women called for 
change and they became 
known as the Chartists, the 
first mass working class 
movement in Britain.

Red Saunders’ 
reimagined photograph—
on display in the gallery—
of a meeting of the London 
Chartists in 1842 features 
William Cuffay, the son 
of a slave and the elected 
president of the London 
Chartists.

Cuffay was transported 
to Tasmania for his 
endeavours, later 
pardoned, and continued to 
be politically active there.

EXHIBITION
HE WILL NOT DIVIDE US
Museum of the Moving Image, 
New York. 
Online at hewillnotdivide.us

THE PUBLIC is invited to 
say, “He will not divide us” 
into a camera mounted on 
a wall outside a museum 
in New York, repeating the 
phrase as many times and 
for as long as they wish. 

Open to all, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, 
it is being live-streamed 
continuously for four years 
—or for the duration of 
Donald Trump’s presidency. 

The installation was set 
up by actor Shia LaBoeuf, 
who was then arrested 
after a livestreamed 
confrontation with a Nazi.

It can be tedious, but 
skipping back through the 
live feed can reveal some 
gems. If you’ve some spare 
time, give it a watch.

William Cuffay and the London 
Chartists, 1842

DEBORAH LIPSTADT (right), who took on David Irving, with Rachel Weisz who portrays her in the film

Director Mick Jackson
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More online...
Never again! The horror of the  
Holocaust bit.ly/2kBox1j
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D
emonstrations 
are powerful. 
They can put 
manners on 
an arrogant 
boss or poli-

tician. And mass protest 
can bring down a dictator, 
and change the balance 
of power between the rich 
and poor across the globe.

Al Capone once called 
capitalism the “legitimate 
racket of the ruling class”. 
US president Donald Trump 
is a dystopian embodiment 
of that. 

The massive protests 
against Trump last weekend  
were a powerful riposte to 
the idea that society is inex-
orably moving to the right. 
And the protests affect those 
who take part.

Collectively standing up 
for ourselves and others 
breaks down the atomised 
grind of life under capitalism. 

Those at the top want us  
to be passive observers of  
politics—but when we march 
we are putting ourselves at 
the centre.

Protest pushes against the 
habit of subordination that 
capitalist society puts upon us. 

We saw this recently in 
South Korea, where mass 
political protests have shaken 
the system.

To those at the top, our  
protests are either irrelevant 
or inexplicable. Or, if too large 
or militant to ignore, they are 
immoral and illogical.

It is compulsory for journalists  
who spend their lives propping 
up the status quo to disparage 
large demonstrations.

They point out that the 
people protesting know what 
they are against but not what 
they are for.

A former Tory MP Ian 
Gilmour wrote a book on rioting.  
He noted that our rulers “are 
convinced that the ruled can 
have no cause for complaint; 
hence they infer that popular  
violence must stem from 
licentiousness, perversity or 
agitation”.

Mob
In contrast the Irish revolutionary  
James Connolly wrote, “There 
was a time stretching for more 
than 1,000 years, when the mob 
was without power or influence,  
when the entire power of the 
world was concentrated in the 
hands of the kings, the nobles 
and the hierarchy. 

“That was the blackest 
period in human history. Then 
the mob started on its upward 
march to power—a power only 
to be realised in the socialist 
republic.

“In the course of its upward 
march the mob has transformed 
and humanised the world. All 
hail to the mob, the incarnation 
of progress.”

But the refusal of those in 
charge to give into demands 
leads some to believe that the 
only way to change the system 
is from the inside.

That and repression can 
encourage other people to 

dismiss protests as stunts or 
spectacle.

But a revolutionary socialist  
conclusion is  to deepen  
confrontation. We try to win 
larger numbers of people to 
adopting the best methods to 
bring down the system, not try 
and reform it.

That means escalating strug-
gle. It means building mass 
resistance based on the power 
of the organised working class.

Reforming par l iament, 
breaking windows, or even 

bombing buildings will not 
stop the giant corporations 
from making many millions and 
wrecking billions of people’s  
lives.

But revolutions can.
They break out when the 

great mass of people, whose 
work keeps the system going, 
move into action on their own 
behalf.

Such revolutions have been 
a regular feature of human  
history. Capitalism is by its very 
nature an unplanned, global 

system which creates sudden 
wars and economic crises.

People can suddenly find 
they cannot go on living in the 
old way. They are repeatedly 
faced with a choice between 
enduring a terrible worsening 
of their lives or fighting back.

The fightback does not always 
occur, nor is it guaranteed  
success. But when it does it 
throws the whole of society into 
crisis. Unable to solve its prob-
lems at our expense, the ruling 
class can split down the middle.

Those who give the orders in 
industry, finance, the army and 
the police begin scrapping with 
each other, even though this 
weakens their hold on power 
over the rest of us. Protest can 
widen those splits.

At the same time vast numbers  
of working people begin to 
question things they have taken 
for granted in the past.

Popular street democracy 
can sometimes develop into 
workers’ self-organisation. 
This often results from people 
defending themselves against 
right wing forces or the police. 

There were hints of it in the 
Arab Spring, where uprisings 
challenged dictators across the 
Middle East in 2011. 

People went from defending 
their streets to trying to sack 
their bosses.

Any large demonstration 
involves group decision making. 
Do we listen to the stewards or 
ignore them? Sit down or run, 
chant or change direction? 

These choices are examples  
of people taking a level of 
control.

B
U T  T H E  k e y  
element shaping 
how any revolution 
develops is the 
role of organised 
workers.

Workers’ position in society 
gives them immense power. 
They can bring the system to a 
standstill if they refuse to work. 

And they have the economic 
power, the numbers and the 
expertise to reorganise society 
on their terms.

That’s why strikes throw 
up direct questions on control  
and organisation. 

It is why the media and the 
bosses hate them.

Socialism is about the transfer  
of economic power—away from 
a tiny, greedy elite, and into 
the democratic control of the 
majority, the working class.

During the 1905 Russian 
R e v o l u t i o n  s t r i k e s  f e d 
into huge marches which  
escalated the strikes (see 
column on page 15). In 1917 
again the workers struck to join 
demonstrations. 

International Women’s Day 
and May Day demonstrations 
were used in order to mobilise  
strikes, which fed into the 
revolt.

Protest can shake regimes. 
But workers creating their 
own organisations offers the  
potential to reshape society. The 
first version was the soviet of  
workers’ deputies that emerged 
in St Petersburg.

MARCHING 
MATTERS
How do we follow up the huge worldwide demonstrations 
against Trump? Simon Basketter says we have to look to 
the streets to keep the momentum going

Popular street 
democracy  
can develop  
into self-
organisation

‘‘ 
Irish revolutionary 
James Connolly

THE PROTESTS against Trump gave us a sense of our power
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READ MORE
lThe revolutionary ideas 
of Karl Marx 
by Alex Callinicos 
£9.99

lReform or Revolution 
and the Mass Strike 
by Rosa Luxemburg  
£9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

But the form reappeared 
repeatedly wherever people 
have risen up to challenge the 
system. In Germany in 1918-23 
they were called “Rate”. And in 
Chile 1972-73 they were known 
as “cordones”.

These bodies produced far 
more than simply meetings. 
They offered a chance for  
ordinary people to exert some 
real control over society.

Those elected were truly 
accountable—they could be 
instantly recalled by the people, 
council or cooperative that 
elected them.

And revolutions have to go 
further than setting up new 
democratic institutions. These 
new forms of democracy cannot 
exist side by side with the  
existing state. They have to 
overthrow and dismantle the 
state—or the old ruling class 
will hold onto power.

As the revolutionary Karl Marx 
wrote, “Revolution is necessary 
not only because the ruling 
class cannot be overthrown  
in any other way, but because 
only in a revolution can the 
class overthrowing it rid itself 
of all the muck of ages and fit 
itself to found society anew.”

Entry
Revolutions are about the 
mass entry of ordinary people 
onto the political stage, as they 
actively attempt to shape their 
own futures.

Even in revolutionary times, 
there are people in every  
workplace and locality putting 
across old ideas promoted by 
the bosses and their allies.

These ideas seek to divide us 
with racism, nationalism and 
deference to the upper classes. 

And then there are people 
who say that we have to keep 
the existing system intact and 
then change it slowly. Together 
they can hold us back from 
taking action.

At worst this can disarm us 
enough for the rulers to hang 
on, or worse regroup and crush 
a movement.

With workers’ organised 
struggle at a low level, the  
process of transforming the 
world can seem distant. 

But mass revolts often break 
out soon after the working class 
has been dismissed as dead. And 
revolutions will erupt whether 
we think they are a good idea 
or not.

But whether demos move 
towards working class organisa-
tion and whether strikes move 
towards soviets depend on 
which political forces win out. 

Movements should embrace 
arguments about which way 
forward.

This is a crucial time. The 
barbarism of the “devil we 
know” is getting more and more 
vicious by the minute.

As the great American free-
dom fighter Frederick Douglass 
wrote, “Without struggle there 
is no progress. 

“And those who profess to 
favour freedom, yet deprecate 
agitation are men who want 
crops without digging up the 
ground. They want the ocean 
without the awful roar of its 
waters.”

Socialists need to escalate 
the resistance. 

And we need to be organ-
ised now, in a revolutionary 
organisation, to give future 
revolutions a bigger chance of 
winning.

A makeshift 
hospital in Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square 
(top). Protesters 
in the Egyptian 
revolution learned 
to organise 
themselves. 

Workers in 
Chile march in 
support of left 
wing president 
Salvador Allende 
(above). They 
had organised 
themselves 
in “cordones” 
between 1972-73

1905—a ‘dress rehearsal’ 
to set the stage for 1917

12 years before the 
February revolution, 
another uprising 
shook the Tsarist 
regime to its core

THE STAGE for the 
1917 revolution was set 
by what Lenin called 
its “dress rehearsal” 
twelve years earlier.

In 1905 the Tsar’s regime 
was losing a war with 
Japan—and the humiliation 
made it more vulnerable 
to opposition at home.

This was expected to 
come from disgruntled 
liberal sections of the elite, 
enriched by modern mills 
and factories more than old 
landed estates. Compared 
to elected governments in 
the West, they saw Russia’s 
despotism as a relic holding 
back its development.

This elite was revealed 
as cowardly and timid. 
Students were left to bravely 
fight, and lose, alone.

Concentrated
But the growth of 
Russian capitalism also 
produced a new working 
class concentrated into 
factories and increasingly 
willing to strike.

Some workers echoed 
the liberals’ demand for a 
democratic constitution. But 
for them, democracy was a 
way to push back against the 
same capitalist exploitation 
the liberals’ wealth and 
influence was founded on.

Four workers were sacked 
at the Putilov ironworks in 
the capital, St Petersburg, in 
December 1904 for joining a 
semi-official “union”. It was 
run by the curious figure 
of Georgy Gapon—a priest, 
agitator and police informer.

Strikes engulfed the 
city, drawing in 150,000 
workers in 382 factories, 
shutting off electricity and 
newspapers. Around 130,000 
workers signed Gapon’s 
petition demanding better 
pay and trade union rights 
as well as political reform.

On Sunday 22 January 
he led a peaceful march of 
workers, holding religious 
icons and singing “God save 
the Tsar”. Their petition 
appealed to the Tsar for 

“justice and protection”. His 
regime replied with bullets, 
killing up to 4,000 and 
revealing the Tsar to be the 
workers’ oppressor-in-chief.

Strikes spread throughout 
Russia over the next 
three months. The mass 
execution, jailing and exile 
of workers and peasants 
failed to restore order.

Summer saw mutinies 
shake the navy. Oppressed 
nationalities grew restive. Far-
right groups led murderous 
pogroms against Jews with 
the authorities’ connivance.

Workers launched an 
even mightier strike wave in 
October, a political general 
strike demanding reform. 

To enforce, spread and 
coordinate action, workers in 
St Petersburg set up a council, 
or “Soviet” with delegates 
elected from workplaces.

As the strike movement 
paralysed the country it 
became the real power 
in many cities.

The Soviet’s “flying print 
shop” ran rings round the 
regime’s censorship.

Volunteers would 
invade a print works, 
“arrest” management, and 
occupy. Striking power 
plant workers would turn 

electricity back on to print 
the Soviet’s newspaper.

Soon it was counter-
revolutionaries who couldn’t 
find printers for their rags.

The Tsar eventually issued 
the “October Manifesto” 
for limited constitutional 
reform, showing workers 
what they were capable of.

Yet his proposals were a 
sham of democratic rights, 
and didn’t address problems 
at work. Going back under the 
bosses’ yoke after tasting power 
filled workers with fresh anger.

Strikes took off again, 
demanding an eight hour 
working day and raising the 
question of who ran Russia—
the state or the Soviet.

It took fierce street 
battles to answer it. 

Fought
Troops invaded the cities. 
Workers built barricades 
and fought back.

They were outgunned, 
outnumbered and struggled 
to win soldiers to their 
side. But in Moscow it took 
the regime two weeks to 
overcome resistance.

Repression and terror 
crushed this first Russian 
Revolution. But it revealed 
truths that couldn’t be erased 
to a working class that was 
still rapidly growing.

The 1905 revolution 
showed the liberals were 
more scared of the workers 
than they were of the Tsar. 
Workers would have to lead 
the battle for democracy and 
social change themselves.

This is the fifth in a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage 
at tinyurl.com/sw1917

SOLDIERS FIRE on marchers on Bloody Sunday in 1905

1917 TIMELINE
31 January 1917
lThere are food shortages 
in Petrograd.
lThere are only ten 
days’ flour supplies left. 
Meat supplies have been 
exhausted.
lHuge food queues form. 
Women break into shops 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION
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 School workers besiege council boss 
by RAYMIE KIERNAN in Derby

AROUND 150 teaching 
assistants (TAs) descended 
on Derby Council’s head 
office on Tuesday blowing 
whistles, ringing bells and 
waving flags and placards.

It was their latest 24-hour 
strike with another set to 
follow on Thursday in a long-
running dispute against a pay 
cut of up to 25 percent.

The Labour-run council 
imposed a new contract on 
workers last year. It sees them 
only paid for term times—yet 
they have to survive all year.

Cut
This has cost Marjorie, for 
example, £320 a month. After 
ten years as a TA, she’s down 
to a wage of only around 
£10,000 a year—despite 
working 32 hours a week.

“They’ve taken our money 
and our dignity,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “The coun-
cil chose to cut our pay. I 
can’t even afford childcare.”

Councillors say the pay 
cut is necessary for “fairness 
and equality”, but it’s obvi-

ously the opposite. It echoes 
a similar claim from Durham 
council to justify its attack on 
TAs’ pay.

But Derby TAs are winning 
support in their fight to lift it.

More than 100 angry par-
ents led a noisy protest inside 
the council building last 
Wednesday. Many chanted 
for the council leader to go.

Derby Labour councillor 
Dom Anderson spoke out 
after running a gauntlet of 
hundreds of TAs outside.

He said, “I didn't become a 
Labour councillor to see low 
paid people struggle. There is 
no simple answer but a solu-
tion must be found and I am 
willing to do anything it takes 
to help that happen.”

And Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn told ITV last week, 
“I’m on the side of the teach-
ing assistants and the pupils 
and the parents. Let’s get 
together and sort it out 
quickly.”

But for Marjorie, Corbyn 
could put more pressure on 
council chiefs in his own 
party to stop the attacks.

“Why have the senior 
council chiefs had a pay rise 
but they’re cutting our pay?” 
she asked.

Fight
The TAs’ Unison union has 
belatedly thrown its weight 
behind the fight in Derby. 
General secretary Dave Prentis 
visited last week to launch a 
union ad van explaining the 
scale of the pay cut and asking 
people, “Could you cope?”

But this contrasts sharply 
with the experience of Unison 
activists at other councils run 
or led by Labour (see right).

It took rank and file organ-
isation to push the union into 
action in Durham. Now Derby 
shows that union leaders are 
under pressure from workers 
sick of pay cuts.

TEACHING ASSISTANTS striking on Tuesday  

KIRKLEES

Unison won’t let us out
A UNION official 
“shamelessly suspended” 
a strike by social workers 
in children’s services at 
Kirklees Council, West 
Yorkshire, planned for last 
Friday.

Steve Torrance, Unison 
regional head of local 
government, did not even 
speak with Kirklees Unison  
branch first.

One activist told 
Socialist Worker, “As 
workers met to discuss 
the strike last Tuesday 
we received copies of an 
email exchange between 
Torrance and the council 
chief executive.

“The council offered to 
extend the legal period of 
the ballot to 6 March in 
return for suspending the 
strike. Torrance agreed— 
without any consultation 
with the branch or 
members.”

Torrance then attended 
talks concluding with a 
promise of three months of 
negotiations.

Workers were due 
to meet to discuss the 
outcome of the talks. 

But Torrance informed 
the council that Unison 
agreed to the proposal.

Workers voted by  
46 votes to one to reject 
the proposal and called for 
the action to be reinstated.

The officials eventually 
responded four days later, 
refusing to put the action 
back on until new talks 
have been exhausted. 

Kirklees Unison 
is appealing to the 
union’s Industrial Action 
Committee.

“Despite the actions of 
the officials, the resolve of 
the members to fight for a 
proper deal is as strong as 
ever,” the activist said.
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Labour demolition sparks  
outrage among tenants
Haringey residents are taking on the Labour council over “redevelopment” 
that would destroy seven estates in north London writes Alistair Farrow

 TORY HOUSING minister Gavin 
Barwell is worried. He fears  

“political resistance at a local level”  
could thwart his plans to hand land 
over to rich property developers.

The Tories’ housing plans to imple-
ment business-friendly policies mean 
cuts and threats to peoples’ homes. 

But rather than leading resistance 
to these attacks, some Labour coun-
cils are enthusiastically adopting 
them. 

Ordinary people are fighting 
back—such as council tenants in 
Haringey, north London. 

The Labour- led counci l  i s 
trying to force through a massive  
£2 billion gentrifcation project. 

It wants to demolish seven estates 
and turf out the people who live there, 
all in the name of “redevelopment.”

Campaigners say the council’s plan 
is to build posh new flats in place of 
the estates—so that richer people can 
move in, pay more council tax, and 
make less use of council services.

If this is true, it is a disgraceful 
response by a Labour council to Tory 
funding cuts.

Concerns
The council has admitted that people 
will not be able to move back to the 
estates affected after the redevelop-
ment. But they have waved away  
the concerns. 

At a council committee meeting 
Paul Burnham from Haringey Defend 
Council Housing (DCH) pointed to a 
£100 million shortfall in the coun-
cil’s plans. Shockingly, councillors 
claimed they were unaware of it. 

Residents, campaigners and trade 
unionists are organising against the 
proposals. The fight is at a crucial 
stage with a key vote scheduled for a 

14 February council cabinet meeting.
Nick Rogers from Haringey Labour 

left group Momentum spoke to 
Socialist Worker, arguing that the 
campaign has forced council leaders 
to retreat.  

He described how the regeneration 
proposals were voted down at two 
Labour Party constituency meetings. 

At these, council leader Clare 
Kober claimed that council tenants 
would be allowed to return to the 
Northumberland Park estate on coun-
cil rents and with secure tenancies.  

This is a climbdown from her pre-
vious position, but it’s not enough. It 
applies to only some of those affected, 

and accepts demolition will go ahead.
Paul told Socialist Worker, “The 

Labour councillors are under pres-
sure. But local MP Catherine West has 
fallen short of criticising the council. 
She’s got the revolver, she needs to 
pull the trigger on this.”

Some Labour councillors are rebel-
ling openly against the right wing’s 
demolition scheme. At a recent Labour 
group meeting 17 Labour councillors 
voted to accept a report that called 
for the plans to be postponed. 

But a majority toed the leadership’s 
line.

The Haringey Momentum group has 
thrown its doors open to campaigners 

and tenants and taken a firm position 
against the redevelopment. 

“We’re building a campaign that 
totally opposes the redevelopment 
no matter what,” said Nick.

“We’ll be protesting outside the 
cabinet meeting on 14 February. The 
fact that we’ve had a campaign has 
forced movement from the council.”

If Haringey council is setting a prec-
edent for others to follow, Haringey’s  
tenants are showing how to fight back.

PART OF the Northumberland Park Estate facing demolition Picture: Paul Burnham

Millwall beat council plan
ON THE other side of London 
from Haringey, campaigners 

celebrated a victory last 
Wednesday. 

Lewisham council in south 
east London dropped plans 
to redevelop Millwall 
football club’s land 
around its stadium.

The council had issued 
a Compulsory Purchase 
Order (CPO), which 
would have forced 
the club to sell. 

But after a sustained 
campaign from 
activists, fans and 
the club, the council 
has backed down. 

Out of 54 Labour 
councillors in 

the borough, 45 have backed 
calls for an independent inquiry 
into the deal which would have 
handed the site to property 

developer Renewal.
The firm said that it 

“supports” the inquiry. 
This is unlikely—any 

inquiry could unearth the 
real links that existed 

between former 
Lewisham mayor 
Dave Sullivan, 
Renewal and 
the council. 

These links 
were first 
unearthed by 
the Millwall 

football club’s 
supporters 

Tory bill will boost bosses
THE LOCAL plan being 
implemented by Haringey is the 
result of Tory policy from 2012. 

All local authorities have been 
tasked with producing one and 
they invariably mean making cuts.

The Haringey redevelopment 
project is part of the council’s 
local plan and is one of the 
most extreme examples of 
councils scrambling to pass on 
Tory cuts to ordinary people.

On top of this process, the 
long-awaited but dreaded 
Housing White Paper is 
due to be released next 
month. 

It is expected to drive 
the market even further 

into the supply of  housing. It’s not 
clear if this is simply a thinly-veiled 
attack on activists and Labour councils 
or Tory MPs with constituencies 
in the green belt who oppose to 
housebuilding in their areas.

Minister Gavin Barwell is caught 
between the pressure to be seen 
to find a solution to the housing 
crisis and generating profits for 
building firms. 

What is clear is that the 
Tories will come 
down on the side of 

the corporations 
unless they feel a 

wave of pressure 
from below.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

‘Our strategy 
has been 
effective’

 THE CAMPAIGN on 
Broadwater Farm 

has been focused on the 
local plan, which enables 
developers to come and 
demolish estates. 

We mobilised people 
around that and got 
people to put in planning 
objections to that. It’s 
not a usual strategy but 
it has been effective 
and has won the estate 
concessions. 

We had two public 
meetings on the estate 
where we launched a 
petition..  

Jacob, Broadwater 
Farm Tenants and 
Residents association

 TENANTS’ VOICES

‘They think 
they can kick 
out whoever’

 EVERYBODY is 
fighting back. No 

one wants their estate to 
be broken down and the 
community to disappear.  

I’ve been living in this 
area for almost 30 years. 
My children grew up 
here and went to school 
here. I have made this 
place into my home.

When they’ve got a 
rich firm behind them 
they think they can kick 
out whoever they want.

But people come to 
our meeting to plan what 
to do next. We meet 
every week to organise 
handing out leaflets.

Moriam, Northumberland 
Park council tenant

‘Council won’t 
consult with 
residents’

 THE COUNCIL 
is going to lose 

responsibility for the 
land. Once developers 
take over, there’s no way 
the council’s 50 percent 
share is going to control 
them because they’re 
the ones with the money.  

They say they consult 
you, but when they have 
a meeting they don’t tell 
you. They either have it 
the night before or they 
don’t tell you. 

Lynn, Northumberland 
Park residentDave Sullivan—the former mayor of

Lewisham with links to developers Tory housing minister Gavin Barwell

Socialist Worker  1 February 2017
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IN BRIEF 

Benefit cuts killed 
in Kentish Town
FIFTY PEOPLE held a vigil 
for Lawrence Bond in Kentish 
Town, central London, last 
Wednesday.

Lawrence died from a heart 
attack on his way home from 
the job centre after being 
found “fit for work.” 

Film director Ken Loach 
joined the protest and 
compared the “monstrous 
injustice” to his film I, Daniel 
Blake.

Nominate Allinson 
for Unite election 
BRANCHES AND workplaces 
in the Unite union have 
three weeks left to nominate 
candidates for the union’s 
general secretary election.

Rank and file candidate Ian 
Allinson had 23 nominations 
on Monday, out of 50 needed 
to get on the ballot paper.

Incumbent Len 
McCluskey’s connections in 
the union can get him large 
numbers—but right wing 
challenger Gerard Coyne is 
struggling.
lian4unite.org/how-to-
nominate-me

Peace activists 
target fighter jets
TWO PEACE campaigners 
have been released on bail 
after breaking into weapons 
giant BAE System’s site in 
Warton, Lancashire.

Daniel Woodhouse and 
Sam Walton attempted to 
disarm fighter jets due to be 
sent to Saudi Arabia for its 
brutal war on Yemen. 

Woodhouse said, “We’re 
gutted that we couldn’t 
disarm a plane and stop it 
being used.” 

Nuclear bosses 
attack pensions
WORKERS AT the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment in 
Berkshire struck for two days 
this week over pensions.

Bosses were set to close 
workers’ defined benefit 
pension scheme on Tuesday.

The Unite union said the 
deadline will not end the 
dispute.

Last week unions 
representing 16,000 
nuclear decommissioning 
workers delayed a strike 
ballot on pension cuts after 
“constructive” talks with the 
government.

Housing campaign 
continues fightback
THE THURLOW Lodge 
campaign to keep the south 
London estate community 
hall in the control of ordinary 
people continues. 

Campaigners insist that 
the council recognises the 
Wendover House Tenants and 
Residents Association (TRA).

The TRA should have the 
final say in what happens 
to the hall. The next TRA 
meeting is set for 11 February.
lFor updates go to  
facebook.com/southwarkdch

 Walkout in Woolwich  
 takes on ferry bosses
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

FERRY WORKERS in 
Woolwich, south east London, 
struck for 24 hours in the first 
of twelve planned walkouts 
last Friday.

The GMB and Unite union 
members are fighting alleged 
management bullying and 
sexual harassment. 

They work for Briggs Marine 
Contractors, which operates 
the Thames river ferry crossing 
for Transport for London. 

Unite union member Jake 
told Socialist Worker workers 
were angry about a “culture of 
mistrust and lying” by bosses. 

“Management have refused 
to honour agreements and are 
constantly breaking promises,” 

he said. “We’ve just lost all 
confidence in them.”

Ben, another worker, added, 
“It’s just built up over the 
years—people are fed up with 
how we’re being treated.”

The dispute centres on 
an allegation of sexual 
harassment. 

Onay Kasab, the Unite 
regional organiser told 
Socialist Worker, “One of 
our female members raised 
an allegation of sexual 
harassment. I’m proud that our 
members have come out.”

Workers said cost-cutting 
was leading to serious health 
and safety risks. 

Steve, a GMB union 
member, told Socialist 
Worker, “There could be a 
major accident, because basic 

maintenance isn’t being done 
on the ships.They’ve reduced 
the labour in the workshops by 
around half.”

He added, “Management are 
hanging on for the new ferries 
worth £50 million, but they’re 
only coming in two years.”

Workers are determined 
to resist. As Bob said, “GMB 
members voted 100 percent 
and Unite members  
90 percent to strike. That’s 
a clear mandate for taking 
industrial action from us.”

Every trade unionist should 
build solidarity with their fight 
as they plan their next walkout 
this Friday.
lWorkers’ names have been 
changed  
Send messages of support to 
clive.smith@gmb.org.uk

GMB AND Unite union members on the picket line in Woolwich  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 End of the line for Govia?
THE GOVERNMENT is 
considering stripping Govia 
Thameslink Railway of its 
contract, according to senior 
rail industry insiders. If true, 
it would be a humiliating 
defeat for the Tories.

Rail Business Intelligence 
magazine reported last week 
that plans are far advanced 
enough to have a codename 
and a potential new 
managing director identified.

The Department for 
Transport’s (DfT) denial 
is unconvincing and the 
end of the line may have 
been reached for Govia. 

For more than a year 
its Southern Railway 
service has been woeful. 

The DfT has investigated 
the company’s claim that 
official and unofficial 
industrial action by 
workers has caused its 
poor performance.

It does not bode well for 
the operator that the results 
have not been published and 
the firm has been invited 

to challenge the outcome.
Train guards and drivers 

in the RMT and Aslef 
unions have staged weeks 
of strikes on the network 
in the past ten months over 
the extension of driver 
only operation (DOO).

The Tories hired Govia to 
go to war with the unions 
to impose DOO and then 
roll it out across the rest 
of Britain’s railways.

As the bosses’ Financial 
Times newspaper 
said, stripping Govia 
of its contract “would 
hand the two unions a 
significant victory”.
Raymie Kiernan

TRANSPORT WORKERS

Protesting over Southern

LONDON UNDERGROUND

 Tube walkouts could grow
LONDON TUBE station 
workers were set to strike 
from 6pm on Sunday until 
10am on Monday of next 
week.

A second strike is planned 
from 10am on Tuesday until 
1am on Wednesday.

The RMT union members 
are in dispute over the impact 
of huge staffing cuts that one 
union member said has left 
safety “on a knife edge”.

The TSSA union decided 
not to join the strikes. This is 
a missed opportunity.

The walkout comes a 
week after strikes by Tube 

drivers on the Central and 
Waterloo & City lines.

RMT members on the 
Central line struck against 
the forced displacement of 
drivers.

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said, “This action 
has been provoked by a 
pointless and aggressive 
approach by London 
Underground (LU) that is 
entirely cash-led.

“With massive budget 
cuts in the pipeline at LU 
this is a straw in the wind as 
to how the company expects 
to operate in the future.”

CABIN CREW

 Six days of strikes for pay  
 set to hit British Airways
CABIN CREW at British 
Airways (BA) were set to 
start six days of strikes 
on Sunday in their battle 
against poverty pay. 

The walkout was planned 
for the whole of next week 
except for Wednesday.

The Unite union members 
form BA’s “mixed fleet” set up 
in 2010 on much lower pay 
than its existing crew.

Unite regional officer Nicky 
Marcus is a former cabin crew 
rep sacked by BA. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“It should be a national 
scandal that a company 
making billions is paying 
safety-critical crew barely the 
minimum wage.

“There are crew sleeping in 
their cars or taking second and 
third jobs because they can’t 
make ends meet.”

BA is refusing to talk to the 
union and insists that five days 
of previous strikes have had 
no effect. 

But it was forced to hire 
planes from other airlines to 

cover its routes. One of the 
firms used, Titan, charges 
£650,000 a flight.

Nicky said, “At one point 
three Titan aircraft flew over 
our picket line in ten minutes. 
That’s money that could have 
settled the dispute. 

“And it’s doing real damage 
to the brand.”

Strike days have seen lively 
picket lines at sites around 
London Heathrow airport. 

Nicky said, “The strike has 
had amazing support. It’s 
gathering momentum and 
we’re going to keep going.”
lTo send messages of support 
or donate to the strike fund go 
to bit.ly/2jotYQc

Bristol fights police racism
OVER 200 people packed 
an emergency meeting in St 
Pauls, Bristol, last Saturday. 
It was called in response 
to an assault on Judah 
Adunbi by police, which 
was captured on film. 

People argued that this 
was not an isolated incident. 

Judah, a race relations 
adviser, said, “We have 
been framed, fitted up 
and sent to prison.”

Marvin Rees, the Labour 
mayor, was present and 
spoke from the floor. 

Others commented on the 
racism framing education 
and housing issues.

The fact that Avon and 
Somerset police have not 
suspended the officers 
involved adds weight to 
the argument that only 
strong mobilisations will 
push back racism.

Judah is set to address 

a rally organised by Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR) in 
Bristol on 9 February.

Meanwhile Swansea SUTR 
held a successful meeting 
to launch the new SUTR 
pamphlet opposing the 
Prevent strategy last Friday. 

Speakers included Rob 
Ferguson from SUTR,  
Dr Amer Hamed from 
Swansea Muslim 
Engagement and 
Development (Mend) and 
former Swansea council 
leader David Phillips.

The night included music 
and poetry along with food.

Delegations from local 
groups in Swansea, as well 
many local activists and 
individuals also attended.

The meeting agreed to 
build the SUTR demonstration 
on 18 March in Cardiff.
Huw Williams and 
Martin Chapman

IT WORKERS  

SOUTHERN RAIL

A BA striker

ANTI-RACISM

 Save jobs
WORKERS providing  
IT services for NHS trusts 
and corporations are 
organising against mass 
sackings by their employer 
Computer Sciences 
Corporation (CSC).

CSC announced up to 
1,100 job losses last week 
on top of 499 redundancies 
that were announced in 
December.

The workers provide back 
office systems to dozens of 
NHS trusts. 

A senior Unite union 
rep told Socialist Worker, 
“They’re sacking people to 
make more profit and that 
can put patients at risk.

“If a system goes down 
there might not be enough 
people to get it back up.”

Around 50 workers and 
supporters protested at the 
gates of CSC’s Chesterfield 
office on Tuesday. 

Unite is expected to call 
an indicative strike ballot. 
Workers should vote to take 
action against the cuts—and 
other trade unionists should 
support them.
lSend messages of support to 
unite.union.csc@gmail.com

mailto:clive.smith@gmb.org.uk
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 Revolt against King’s
by ALISTAIR FARROW

CLEANERS AT King’s College 
London (KCL) struck on 
Thursday and Friday of last 
week in response to massive 
workloads and understaffing.

Over 90 workers are 
employed by outsourced con-
tractor Servest.

Jubilant picket lines at 
different sites celebrated 
sending a clear message to 
both KCL and Servest man-
agement. The members of 
the Unison union delivered 
a magnificent 98 percent 

vote for strikes. Outside the 
Strand campus strikers lis-
tened to speeches and danced 
to salsa music.

Some of them talked to 
Socialist Worker about the 
change in their working con-
ditions since Servest took 
over the cleaning contract at 
KCL two years ago.

“We’ve been suffering ever 
since,” said Othelia. “We 
tried to fix the problem with 
the company but they don’t 
listen. That’s why we’re out 
today.”

Bosses might think that 

outsourced cleaners, largely 
migrant workers, won’t win 
solidarity from other work-
ers. But that couldn’t be 
further from the truth.

Martha told Socialist 
Worker, “Members of staff 
are supporting us. When I 
told them about the strike 
they said, ‘Bring a solidarity 
letter for us to sign and we’ll 
sign it and circulate it.’”

Students are also organis-
ing to bring solidarity to the 
picket lines. 

Martha told Socialist 
Worker that she thought  

“70 to 80 percent of students 
support us”.

KCL student Lucia agreed, 
“We started up a support 
group two weeks ago and 
there’s already been quite a 
lot of interest.

“We want to link up with 
the other student support 
groups for the different 
cleaners’ campaigns at cen-
tral London universities.”

TRADE UNIONIST AND SOCIALIST COALITION

The elephant in the room
THE TRADE Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
conference last Saturday 
debated standing in the 
May elections.

TUSC includes the 
Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP), the Socialist Party 
and the RMT union.

The SWP argued that it 
would be a mistake to stand 
against Labour in England 
and Wales at this time. The 
Socialist Party and RMT said 
TUSC should stand against 
some Labour candidates.

Debate focused on the 
changed situation with 
Jeremy Corbyn as Labour 
leader. Paul Reilly of the 
RMT’s national executive 
committee said the union 
supported Corbyn—but 
not right wing Labour 
candidates.

Socialist Party deputy 

general secretary Hannah 
Sell said that standing 
against “anti-Corbyn 
right wing councillors” 
is an important “political 
weapon” against the cuts.

SWP joint national 
secretary Charlie Kimber 
said socialists can “explode 
the contradictions” in 
Labour by working with 
Corbyn supporters to fight 
austerity and racism. 

Standing against Labour 
when elections are seen as 
a referendum on Corbyn is 
a barrier to this, he argued.

The conference voted 
overwhelmingly to stand 
candidates. Kimber said 
that the SWP “will not 
be able to take political 
responsibility for candidates 
standing in 2017” and 
would discuss TUSC’s 
decision in its structures.

NHS

Surgical strikers say low pay won’t cut it 
by JOHN DUFF and JEFF HURFORD

THE WORKERS who 
disinfect and sterilise surgical 
instruments at three south 
Wales hospitals struck on 
Wednesday of last week.

They demand better pay to 
recognise the new skills needed 
to operate changing technology 
and to get parity with similar 
workers at other health boards.

The hospitals couldn’t 
run without them, but the 
assistant technical officers at 
the hospital sterilisation and 
disinfection unit (HSDU) in 
Abertawe Bro Morgannwg 
University health board feel 
undervalued.

Around 90 members of 
the Unison union joined the 
strike in Bridgend, Neath Port 
Talbot and Swansea. At a well-
attended march and rally in 
Swansea, strikers talked about 
the increased responsibility 
and accountability that comes 

with changes in the job—and 
about bullying by bosses.

Fiona told Socialist Worker, 
“We’ve got close to  
100 percent solidarity here. 
We’re determined to win.”

Another strike was planned 
on Wednesday of this week, 
severely disrupting  
non-emergency surgery.

Workers want an upgrade to 
the Band 3 pay level—a status 
already won at other health 
boards in the region. Helen 

Cattle, Unison assistant branch 
secretary, said workers “were 
not being taken seriously”.

Their outdated job 
description doesn’t recognise 
what is now a highly skilled 
job. So after two years of 
negotiation, they voted by 
80 percent to strike.

Unison organiser Mark 
Turner told bosses to 
“recognise the anger you 
have created and pay the 
appropriate rate for the job”.

ON THE picket line at KCL’s Strand Campus Picture: SocialiSt Worker

IN-BRIEF

Still no justice over 
Marikana massacre
CAMPAIGNERS picketed 
the annual general meeting 
of mining firm Lonmin in 
London last week over its 
continuing failures over the 
2012 Marikana massacre in 
South Africa. 

They demanded Lonmin 
admit the truth about the 
killing of miners, compensate 
families, fund a monument 
and raise living standards. 

South African bishop 
Johannes Seoka told Socialist 
Worker, “We won’t stop until 
justice is achieved.”

Coming actions at 
cinemas in London
WORKERS AT branches of 
cinema chain Picturehouse 
in London were expected 
to deliver a new vote to 
strike in a ballot closing on 
Wednesday.

Their union Bectu had 
decided to re-ballot after 
bosses launched a legal 
challenge to the initial ballot. 

The delay meant workers 
at Crouch End could join 
the fight for a wage of £9.75 
an hour, alongside those at 
Hackney, Brixton and central 
London branches.

Crunch time in the 
EHRC layoffs row
WORKERS AT the Equality 
and Human Rights 
Commission are set to get 
compulsory redundancy 
notices next week after the 
Cabinet Office approved 
plans to slash its workforce.

The PCS union has already 
held five strikes against the 
plans—and officials have said 
they will continue fighting. 
An escalation of strikes could 
force bosses to withdraw the 
redundancies.

Fracking fights 
across the North
LEGAL CHALLENGES to 
fracking in Lancashire will be 
heard in Manchester, a judge 
has ruled. The Tories wanted 
the hearing to be in London.

It could become a 
focus for protest. Direct 
action continues to disrupt 
Cuadrilla’s building of a 
fracking rig near Blackpool.

A protest against fracking 
was planned in Marsh Lane 
in Derbyshire on Tuesday.

And a rally was set to take 
place on Saturday at the  
anti-fracking camp in Kirby 
Misperton, North Yorkshire.

Camelot is under 
siege by ‘tenants’
TWO PROPERTY guardians 
in Bristol are taking property 
developer Camelot to court 
so it can’t kick them straight 
out of their homes.

The guardians live in and 
look after a former nursing 
home up for redevelopment. 

The case could mean 
guardians get the same 
rights as tenants. At present 
they can be evicted at just 
two weeks’ notice.

CLEANERS EDUCATION

UCU needs 
‘a breath of 
fresh air’
BALLOT PAPERS will go out 
this week for elections in 
the UCU union—and the 
left is winning support.

UCU Left candidate Jo 
McNeill is challenging Sally 
Hunt to become the union’s 
next general secretary. 

Jo told Socialist Worker, 
“It’s always hard to unseat 
an incumbent, but I’ve been 
getting a lot of support.

“I’ve spoken at a lot of 
hustings—unfortunately 
Sally Hunt hasn’t turned 
up to any. But I have been 
inundated with responses 
from members.”

The Tories are pushing 
cuts and privatisation in 
further and higher education.
Workers have fought back.

But instead of building 
on these struggles, UCU’s 
leadership held them back.

Jo said, “There’s a lack 
of motivation to engage 
with the current leadership. 
People feel they have been let 
down repeatedly. There is a 
disconnect between members 
and the leadership.”

The support for Jo to stand 
gave a sign of the discontent. 
She needed 50 signatures to 
stand—and got nearly 230.

Other UCU Left candidates 
include Carlo Morelli for 
vice president, Mandy Brown 
and Richard McEwan for FE 
and Carlo Morelli, Marion 
Hersh, Phoebe Moore and 
Ioanna Ioannou for HE.

“We need a breath of fresh 
air in the union,” said Jo. 
“We need to reignite people’s 
confidence and to organise 
from the ground up.”
Sadie Robinson
lVoting runs until 1 March. Go 
to jo4ucugensec.wordpress.com

More online...
Striking cleaners take on 
KCL bosses bit.ly/2kjbzEP

Assistant technical officers on strike in Bridgend
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 ‘WE’RE GOING TO  
 FIGHT NHS CUTS’      
by  TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

HEALTH BOSSES have hired 
“bouncers” to shield them-
selves from growing anger 
at consultation meetings

Bosses at Dorset Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) 
spent £4,800 on a private 
security firm for meetings dis-
cussing their Clinical Services 
Review.

At a 120-strong meeting 
in Poole, six bouncers were 
shipped in. 

Damien Stone from the 
local Keep Our NHS Public 
group said, “To spend 
nearly £5,000 on security is 
scandalous. 

“They say they welcome 
all views but having intimi-
dating heavies on the door 
isn’t really sending out that 
message.”

Community
If the attacks are pushed 
through, the 13 community 
hospitals would be slashed 
and replaced with seven 
“hubs”. 

The review is a key part 
of the local plan for the 
Tories’ Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs), 
which would axe hundreds 
of hospital departments and 
services. 

They divide England into 
44 “footprints”, with the aim 
of slashing £22 billion by 
2020. The Tories  claim that 
“consolidating” and “central-
ising” services is necessary 
in order to improve patient 
care. 

While some high end 
treatment—such as heart 
surgery—is best provided in 
large hubs, the Tories are 

planning wholesale cuts. 
Every week there is 

another revelation about the 
scale of the NHS crisis.

But opposition to the STPs 
is growing, with local groups 
springing up to oppose them.  

Around 170 people joined 
a “howl of protest” opposite 
parliament in central London 
last Saturday. 

It included a coach load 

of activists from Grantham 
in Lincolnshire.  Stephen 
from the local campaign 
told Socialist Worker, “Since 
August our accident and 
emergency department has 
been closed for 14 hours each 
night.

“Now they’re discussing 
downgrading it to an urgent 
care unit. 

“If  that happens the 

nearest A&E will be Lincoln, 
which is 24 miles away on 
poor rural roads.”

Hundreds more joined 
howls of protest in Liverpool, 
Leeds and Barnstaple in 
Devon. 

Activists also held a “die 
in” in support of the NHS 
outside Manchester Royal 
Infirmary at the same time as 
the howls last Saturday. 

Health campaigners are 
now building for the national 
demonstration in defence of 
the NHS on 4 March, which 
has been called by Health 
Campaigns Together and 
supported by the People’s 
Assembly, the Unite union 
and—agreed last week—the 
Unison union. 

Cha r l o t t e  f r om the 
Horton hospital campaign 
in Berkshire told Socialist 
Worker, “We’re hoping it will 
be another poll tax.

“When enough people say 
no, the government has to 
listen.”

Louder
Stephen added, “It needs to be 
bigger and louder than ever 
before so we can force the 
government to change track.”

A number of local councils 
have refused to sign off on the 
STPs, which is a major road-
block to the Tories’ plans.

Hea l th  campa igne r s 
are now pushing for those 
Labour councils to support 
the demonstration. 

T h e  w h o l e  L a b o u r 
Party—and other union 
leaders—should support 
and practically build the 
demonstration.
For more on the 4 March 
protest go to  
healthcampaignstogether.com

DEFENDING THE NHS in London last week   Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

ANTI-RACISM

 Health workers vow to resist the Tories’ clampdown on migrant rights
by DAVE SEWELL

TRADE UNIONISTS in 
the NHS are building the 
anti-racist movement 
in response to new 
attacks on migrants who 
receive health care.

Some 20 NHS Trusts are 
now checking patients’ 
utility bills or passports 
before giving routine care. 

At a time when staff 
shortages plague the 
service, extra workers 
have been sent to some 
hospitals to carry out the 
clampdown on supposed 

“health tourism”.
More than 8,000 NHS 

patients had their personal 
data given to the Home 
Office for immigration 
checks last year.

This could result in 

their being detained 
and deported.

The number of data 
requests has tripled 
since 2014. Then home 
secretary Theresa May 
had vowed to “create a 

hostile environment” for 
“illegal” immigrants.

Of the 2,224 requests 
between September and 
November, only  
69 were turned down.

Mental health nurse 
Karen Reissmann is a 
member of the Unison 
union’s national executive, 
which agreed to affiliate 
to the Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) campaign.

Speaking in a personal 
capacity, Karen told 
Socialist Worker the anti-
immigration clampdown 
was “unacceptable”.

“It will definitely deter 

people from seeking care 
if they fear that it could 
get them into trouble, 
and that can mean the 
difference between life 
or death,” she said.

 Unison’s policy 
should encourage 
workers to resist. 

The union is among 
those supporting the 
SUTR trade union 
conference on Saturday 
4 February and the 
national demonstrations 
on Saturday 18 
March. It encourages 
branches to affiliate.

The Unison health 

branch in Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire, has put 
£100 towards transport 
to the demonstration. 

Student nurse Sorele 
Swallow told Socialist 
Worker, “It fits the union’s 
national policies, but these 
don’t always filter down to 
a local level unless  
there’s someone 
there raising it. 

“Racism is a big topic 
that gets discussed at 
work a lot. Partly because 
so many health workers 
are not British-born and 
there’s a worry about them 
being marginalised.”

Trade union conference
SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY

Hamilton House, 
London WC1H 9BD

To register go to standuptoracism.org.uk
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