
UNITE FOR 
 OUR NHS

PATIENTS’ LIVES are being lost as relentless  
Tory attacks have pushed the NHS past 
breaking point.

NHS England’s finances are “deteriorating 
at an alarming rate” and impacting “patients’ 
access to services”, a MPs’ report warned this 
week.

The Sustainability and Transformation 
Plans (STPs) that will axe hundreds of hospital  
departments and services across England will 
only intensify this crisis.

In a disgusting effort to shift the blame, the 
Tories and right wing press are attempting to 
turn people’s anger against migrants.

Their racist smears paint migrants as 

“health tourists” who drain the NHS’s precious 
resources—and they are bringing in racist 
rules to restrict access to care.

Carlos is Spanish and works in the NHS in 
south London.

He told Socialist Worker, “Throughout history  

they always try this to divide us, but the NHS 
was built by migrants and without us it would 
not work.”

We won’t beat back the Tories’ assault if we 
don’t fight all their attempts to split us up.

As Carlos said, “Migrants, health workers 
and other workers have to unite against the 
real enemy—the Tories.”

l ‘It’s Our NHS’ national 
demonstration  12pm, Saturday  
4 March, Tavistock Square, 
London WC1 (nearest Tubes Euston 
and Russell Square)  

Migrant health 
worker speaks 
out

BLAME TORIES 
NOT MIGRANTS  

NO CUTS, CLOSURES OR  
PRIVATISATION

JOIN THE DEMONSTRATIONS  
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LABOUR

Right wing to 
blame for loss in 
Copeland election
LABOUR DEFEATED the 
racist Ukip party in Stoke last 
week, but lost in Copeland.

But it’s not Jeremy Corbyn’s 
leadership that has led to  
a long-term decline in the 
Labour vote.

The policies peddled by the 
right wing MPs who want him 
out will only make matters 
worse.
>>Page 4

SOCIAL CARE

The antisocial 
Tories’ uncaring 
society revealed
PATIENTS ARE being forced 
onto a conveyor belt of 
misery by the decimation 
of health and social care.

Deep funding cuts to 
local authority services are 
feeding back into the NHS 
crisis.

The lack of care packages 
also affects people’s physical 
and mental health.
>>Pages 10&11

ISLAMOPHOBIA

Moazzam Begg 
says, ‘The state 
targets Muslims’
FORMER Guantanamo Bay 
detainee Moazzam Begg 
spoke to Socialist Worker.

He said, “We’ve had 
15 pieces of ‘anti-terror’ 
legislation passed in this 
country since 9/11. People are 
detained in Britain without 
charge or trial.”
>>Pages 14&15
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l SOME PEOPLE haven’t been 
watching the news. Cornwall 

council has voted to launch a  
campaign for Truro to become 
European Capital of Culture 
in 2023, an award decided by 
the EU. It seems an optimistic 
spend but the intrepid 
councillors have stumped up 
£536,000 on having a go.

 Tories’ spiteful attack hits  
 150,000 disabled people
TORY MINISTERS have rewritten the 
law to deny increased benefit pay-
ments to more than 150,000 people.

Two tribunals had ruled in December  
that the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) should expand the 
reach of Personal Independence Payment 
(PIP)—which helps some disabled people 
fund their living costs.

That would cost £3.7 billion—so 
they unveiled emergency legislation last 
week  to stop the change happening.

Tory disabilities minister Penny 
Mordaunt said her move would “make 
sure we are giving support to those who 
need it most”.

Disabled people are assessed for each 
type by totting up their circumstances 
under a “points” system, where eight 
points get a basic rate and 12 points an 
enhanced rate.

The first tribunal said more points 
should be available in the “mobility” ele-
ment for people who suffer “overwhelm-
ing psychological distress” when travel-
ling alone.

That would have handed new 
money to 143,000 people who previ-
ously received nothing for the mobility  
element of PIP.

Half of them would have received the 
enhanced rate of £57.45 a week, and the 
other half the standard rate of £21.80 a 
week, the DWP said.

Another 21,000 people would 

have moved from the standard to the 
enhanced rate, giving them an extra 
£35.65 a week.

The second tribunal recommended 
more points in the “daily living”  
element for people who need help to take  
medication and monitor a health condi-
tion. This would have affected just over 
1,000 people, a DWP impact assessment 
said.

lAROUND 800 Motability cars a week 
are being snatched from disabled people 
as a result of cruel changes to the ben-
efit system.

So far, 48,500 people have had their 
vehicles taken from them as they trans-
fer from Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) to PIP. This represents 45 percent 
of disabled people being reassessed as 
part of the move.

Meanwhile, the MS Society says it 
estimates 1,489 people with multiple 
sclerosis have had their mobility sup-
port downgraded since PIP started to 
replace DLA.

l CLIVE LEWIS has denied he 
registered website addresses in 

preparation for a leadership bid. Some  
four domain names all supporting Lewis 
for Labour leader were registered on  
29 June last year—cliveforleader.co.uk; 
cliveforleader.org.uk; cliveforlabour.
co.uk and cliveforlabour.org.uk2. 

Lewis said, “None of this is 
true. I haven’t done this.”

 Coppers treat child 
victims like criminals
COPS ARE treating 
children who have 
suffered violent crimes 
like criminals, according 
to a new report. The 
Victims’ Commissioner 
report said children felt 
“they were not believed 
nor taken seriously 
because of their age”.

Eliza, aged 14, said, 
“The police 
questions 
came across 
like I was the 
perpetrator.” 

Seventeen 
year old 
Hayley 
added, 
“Every time 
I went into 
the interview 

room I felt like a 
criminal.”

Gemma, also 17, said, 
“They didn’t care because 
we were teenage girls.”

Police recorded crime 
figures show that a 
disproportionate number 
of children and young 
people suffer violent and 
sexual offences. Just 

under a third 
of female 
rape victims 
are aged 
under 16 and 
many more 
crimes will go 
unreported.

It said, 
“Lessons are 
still not being 
learnt.”
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I haven’t said 
anything about 
who was and 
wasn’t in–um’ 
Michael Gove on whether 
Rupert Murdoch was in the 
room when he interviewed 
Donald Trump

‘Every day I try to 
do something to 
rescue the Labour 
Party from his 
leadership’
Former Labour cabinet 
minister Lord Mandelson 
attacks Jeremy Corbyn

‘Copeland has 
been held by 
Labour. The 
Tories haven’t 
taken Copeland’
David Dimbleby as BBC 
coverage goes a bit Oscars

 ‘The recognition 
of diversity 
has grown into 
a cancerous 
cultural tyranny’
Trevor Phillips, the former 
chair of the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission

‘We are probably 
not going to 
forecast the next 
financial crisis. 
Our models 
aren’t up to it’
Gertjan Vlieghe, a member 
of the Bank of England’s 
Monetary Policy Committee

Pensions 
bonanza for 
the bosses
COMPANIES ARE pouring 
a packet into directors’ 
retirement funds. This at a 
time when the government 
paved the way for firms to 
slash the pension payouts 
of 11 million workers.

Research by 
shareholder group 
Manifest found that every 
year the average FTSE 
100 chief executive gets 
the equivalent of  
30 percent of their salary 
put into a fund for their 
pension payments.

But firms put an average 
6 percent of a shopfloor 
worker’s salary into their 
pension. On retirement 
that produces a paltry 
£1,300 a year, on average.

George Weston, boss of 
Primark owner Associated 
British Foods, may well 
pocket £550,000 a year 
when he retires. He had 
£711,000 put into his 
pension pot in 2015.

Associated British 
Foods called his pension 
“a mathematical outcome 
of longevity of service, age 
and salary”.

BP’s Bob Dudley had 
£4.4 million pumped into 
his pension that year—
more than three times his 
salary. 

Business information 
firm RELX put £766,000 
into chief executive Erik 
Engstrom’s pension in 
2015.

Alison Cooper, who runs 
tobacco giant Imperial 
Brands, got a £590,000 
boost. Taxpayer-saved 
bank Lloyds put £568,000 
into Antonio Horta-Osorio’s 
retirement pot last year.

Last week the Tories 
proposed that troubled 
firms with defined benefit 
schemes could “cut 
or renegotiate” their 
pensioners’ benefits, 
potentially affecting  
11 million people.

  Schools face first real  
 term cuts for decades
THE INSTITUTE for Fiscal 
Studies has spelled out 
the scale of the cuts facing 
schools. It said this week 
that average spending per 
child will drop by  
6.5 percent by 2019/20. 

It said a real terms 
cut had not been seen 
“since the mid-1990s”.

The cuts will mean 
bigger class sizes, fewer 
teachers,  
and fewer 
resources.

Meanwhile 
funding for 
16 to 18 year 
olds is no 
higher than 
it was nearly 
30 years ago.

Head 
teacher 

Mary Sandell told Radio 
4’s Today programme she 
was resigning because 
her school “cannot 
replace equipment, we 
cannot improve the 
buildings, we can’t even 
afford textbooks”.

The Tories’ plans 
mean schools will lose 
£3 billion every year in 
real terms by 2020. 

Meanwhile 
the 
government 
is diverting 
money into 
free school 
projects 
to push 
privatisation 
(see page 
17 & 18) 
schoolcuts.org.uk

Victim supportFighting cuts

BP’s Bob Dudley

George Weston

PENNY MORDAUNT



POLICE

 Stop and search  
 a useless tactic
THE POLICING tactic of 
stop and search has only a 
negligible impact on crime 
rates, the first comprehensive 
analysis of the measure has 
found. The analysis came 
from the College of Policing, 
the national standards body. 

It concluded that there 
was “only limited evidence 
of stop and search having a 
deterrent effect on crime”.

There were 380,000 
stop and searches last year, 
compared with more than a 
million four years ago. 

 Man tasered to  
 keep him safe
A BLIND man was tasered by 
police officers who mistook 
his cane for a gun last week.

The unnamed 43 year old 
collapsed after being hit with 
a high voltage in Manchester.

Chief constable Garry 
Shewan said, “In the dark, 
the folded cane appeared to 
be a gun.

“An officer decided that 
in the circumstances, and to 
ensure the safety of the man 
and public he should delpoy 
a taser”.

 Killer in charge  
 of London cops
CRESSIDA DICK is to 
become the first female 
head of the Metropolitan 
police.

The former senior 
Scotland Yard officer 
won the support of home 
secretary Amber Rudd, and 
London Labour mayor Sadiq 
Khan. Dick commanded 
an operation that saw an 
innocent man, Jean Charles 
de Menezes, shot and killed 
on the Tube in 2005.

 Killed for want of a bed— 
NHS cutbacks cost lives
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A WOMAN has died from a stroke 
because there was a shortage of 
intensive care beds at Nottingham 
University Hospitals NHS Trust. 
She was killed by Tory cuts.

Nottinghamshire assistant coroner 
Heidi Connor ruled last month that 
Teresa Dennett’s life could have been 
saved if she had been operated on. 

Connor has now warned NHS 
England boss Simon Stevens that 
“there is a risk that future deaths will 
occur unless action is taken”.

Dennett was admitted into King’s 
Mill Hospital in Mansfield at 9.30am 
last February. As her condition  
deteriorated throughout the day, a con-
sultant in Nottingham said she should 
be moved there for urgent surgery.

But this move was blocked because 
all of the hospital’s intensive care 
beds were full. 

Tory plans to slash hundreds of 
hospital departments and services 
across England will make the situa-
tion worse.

Carv ing  Eng land  up  in to  
44 “footprints”, the Sustainability 
and Transformation Plans (STPs) aim 
to slash £22 billion by 2020.

Beds
Richard Buckwell chairs Keep Our 
NHS Public in Nottingham. He told 
Socialist Worker, “One of the propos-
als in our STP is to get rid of 200 beds 
from the 1,700 in the city.

“The hospitals have already been 
on ‘black alert’ this winter.”

The Tories claim the STPs will 
improve patient care. 

While it’s true that some procedures  
are best done in large hubs, the 
Tories plan is for wholesale cuts. 

The STPs presume that health ser-
vice can be shifted onto “primary 
care” in the community. But cuts to 
local councils’ budgets have hit social 
care services (see pages 10&11). 

In a sign of the growing resistance, 
over 2,000 people marched to defend 
local hospital services in Grantham in 
Lincolnshire last Saturday.

A further 800 marched through 
Norwich to defend the NHS on the 
same day.

The national demonstration in 
defence of the NHS in central London 
this Saturday is an opportunity to 
bring all the fights together.

Called by Health Campaigns 
Together, it is backed by the Unison, 
Unite and GMB unions and the 
People’s Assembly.

Both Jeremy Corbyn and John 
McDonnell are set to speak.The  
demonstration must be a launchpad  
for a serious national campaign.

Deny 
Anne Drinkell, chair of Save Our 
Hospitals Campaign in west London, 
told Socialist Worker, “Nobody can 
deny that the STPs are about any-
thing other than cuts or closures.

“Lots of councils that felt reluctant 
to refuse to sign up to the STPs are 
now more open. We have to push 
them into opposition.

“The unions, including Unison, 
have got to come together and unite 
against the STPs.

“The march will be fantastic, but 
it would have been even bigger if the 
TUC and Labour Party had officially 
backed it.”

A glimmer of the sort of action 
we need was seen during the junior  
doctors’ strikes last year. 

Without any real support from the 
TUC and union leaders, the doctors’ 
BMA leadership called off strikes.

It will take a movement—with 
mass campaigning and industrial 
action at its heart—to push back the 
Tories’ assault on the NHS.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.ukPROTESTER RESISTING the Tories’ cuts plans Picture: Guy Smallman
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 Right wing  
 has itself to  
 blame for a  
 Labour loss 
 in Copeland
by NICK CLARK

THE RIGHT wing of the Labour 
Party has stepped up its attacks 
on leader Jeremy Corbyn and the 
left after the party’s defeat in the 
Copeland by-election last week.

Right wing Labour MPs and  
commentators want to pin the blame 
on Corbyn and the left for the Tories’ 
victory.

Labour lost Copeland—a seat it 
has held for some 80 years—to the 
Tories. It is the first by-election in  
35 years in which an opposition 
party has lost a seat it held to the 
party in government.

However, in another by-election 
the same day, in Stoke-on-Trent 
Central, Labour held its seat against 
the racist Ukip party (see page 5).

It was a welcome defeat for a 
party that hoped to use anti-migrant 
racism to replace Labour in working 
class areas that voted to leave the 
European Union (EU).

It was a sign that support for leav-
ing the EU does not automatically 
translate into support for Ukip’s 
racism. 

About four times as many people 
voted Leave in Stoke-on-Trent as 
voted for Ukip last week.

Yet Labour’s share of the vote fell 
in comparison to the 2015 general 
election, while Ukip’s share rose.

Fragile
The two results show how fragile 
Labour’s support has become over a 
long period in seats that it once held 
comfortably.

Most of the right in Labour claim 
that the problem is that Corbyn is 
too left wing, and that his opposition 
to racism and nuclear power make 
the party unelectable.

J a m i e  R e e d ,  w h o s e  
resignation triggered the Copeland 
by-election, said Labour peer and 
Corbyn ally Shami Chakrabarti was 
the “epitome of what Labour voters 
just rejected”.

Yet Labour’s share of the 
vote  has  dropped  s tead i ly 
in both Stoke and Copeland for at 
least the past 15 years—
long before Corbyn 

was leader. Much of Labour’s long 
decline in Copeland took place 
under Reed. 

There is a long-term process of 
disillusionment with a Labour Party 
that has not acted in working class 
people’s interests.

Suffered
Workers have suffered for years as 
Labour leaders such as Tony Blair, 
Gordon Brown and Ed Miliband 
wedded themselves to privatisation, 
fawned before big business and  
distanced themselves from unions.

That same process saw Labour’s 
vote collapse in Scotland. Anger 
there at Labour came to a head after 
it lined up with the Tories against 
independence.

Yet politicians at Scottish Labour 
conference last weekend showed 
they were determined not to learn 
any lessons from their defeat.

Scottish Labour leader Kezia 
Dugdale said Labour had lost sup-
port because the referendum had 
“divided our country”—rather than 
its own abysmal record.

London mayor Sadiq Khan 
blamed the rise of Scottish nation-
alism—and even tried to compare it 
to racism.

The right hopes that carrying on 
the way Labour has done for years 
will bring supporters back to the 
party. It will only drive them away.

BACK STORY
Two by-elections took place in 
Labour-held seats last week
lThe party defeated a challenge 
from racist Ukip leader Paul 
Nuttall in “Brexit capital” Stoke
lBut the Tories nabbed a rare  
victory in Copeland, and Labour’s 
vote share fell in both seats
lThis continues a long-term 
decline going back years before 
Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership
lAnother by-election now looms 
after the death of Manchester 
Labour MP Gerald Kauffman

NEW TORY MP Trudy Harrison and defeated Labour candidate Gillian Troughton in Copeland 

 Corbyn’s only hope lies in breaking  
 from his foes—not placating them
THERE HAVE been a series 
of veiled threats to Corbyn’s 
leadership.

Unison union leader Dave 
Prentis said the defeat had to 
be Labour’s “final warning” 
and said Corbyn had to take 
“responsibility for turning things 
around”.

He called on Corbyn to “strive 
for unity” inside Labour—code 
for working with the right who 
constantly seek to undermine 
him.

Damaging
Prentis added that Unison still 
backs Corbyn but implied that 
this could end. This would be a 
damaging blow to Corbyn.

Other “soft” left Labour 
members said Corbyn had to 
improve his communication with 
the media and his “message”. 

Many would prefer to replace 
Corbyn with MPs further to his 
right. But this would move closer 
to the politics that meant so 
many people became fed up with 
Labour in the first place.

Closer allies of Corbyn sought 

to pin the blame for Labour’s 
defeat on manoeuvring and 
sniping against him from the 
Labour right.

Yet the right will never stop 
attacking Corbyn. Attempts 
at unity so far have only seen 
Corbyn make crucial concessions 
in a bid to keep them on side.

He has already dropped his 
opposition to nuclear power and 
Trident nuclear weapons. He has 

signalled he could drop support 
for freedom of movement of 
European Union migrants.

U-turns and confused retreats 
from former principles do not 
make Corbyn seem credible.

Timid
Polls show that many people 
see Corbyn as a timid leader at 
the head of a party whose top 
hierarchy hates him.

Breaking out of this means 
fighting the right, not placating 
it. Crucially there have to be 
more of the struggles that give a 
sense that society can change—
and Corbyn has to be part of it.

Big demonstrations against 
Trump and racism, and in 
defence of the NHS, are a start.

It is good that Corbyn will 
join the protest for the NHS this 
Saturday. But there needs to be 
far more focus on active battles 
against racism and austerity.

Hypocrite Jamie Reed

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn speaking
about Brexit on Friday of last week

 ‘A lot of people have been  
 alienated from politics’
Shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell 
spoke to Socialist 
Worker about the 
by-election results 
and the way ahead 

“WHAT WE’RE seeing 
at the moment is the 
people who never 
supported Jeremy 
are moving again.

I think the rank 
and file of the Labour 
Party and the trade 
union movement will 
be angry and reject 
the idea that it’s 
somehow Jeremy’s 
fault that we lost in 
Copeland.

It’s as a result 
of Jeremy and the 
mobilisation of our 
mass membership in 
Stoke that we wiped 
out Ukip and ended 
Paul Nuttall’s career.

We knew we 
had difficulties in 
Copeland.

Eroding
Since 1997 the 
Labour vote there 
has been eroding. In 
addition to that there 
were the changes in 
boundaries in 2010.

The issue is that 
people will not vote 
for a divided party 
and in 20 months 
we’ve had two 
leadership elections. 

A week before the 

by-election we had 
Tony Blair attacking 
his own party.

Three days before 
you had Peter 
Mandelson saying 
every day he’s trying 
to undermine Jeremy 
Corbyn.

We need to get out 
there and campaign, 
mobilise and develop 
alternative economic 
strategies. That way 
we’ll win through.

I think they realise 
there’s no chance 
of winning another 
leadership campaign 
against us. 

They’re trying 
to undertake a soft 
coup and undermine 
us from behind.

As Mandelson 
said, every day he’s 
trying to undermine 
us. People are seeing 

through that now.
We’ll get over 

Copeland. It 
was in special 
circumstances.

Mobilise
It showed what we 
can do in Stoke when 
we mass mobilise. 

It’s always been a 
low turnout area.

A lot of people 
have been alienated 
from politics overall, 
they’re not really 
engaging.

The nature of 
Jeremy Corbyn’s 
politics is grassroots, 
building consensus 
around politics, 
building a party 
base and a social 
movement at the 
same time.

That’s going to 
take time.”

John McDonnell spoke to Socialist Worker on a cinema
workers’ strike rally on Saturday (see page 18)

 Racist liar is humiliated 
in seat he’d hoped to win
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE RACIST Ukip 
party was humiliated 
in the Stoke-on-Trent 
Central by-election.

Its leader, Paul 
Nuttall, had bragged 
he would win the 
seat. He claimed Ukip 
would replace Labour 
as the party for 
working class people.

The result shows 
that most voters 
weren’t convinced. It 
is a slap in the face 
to the racists. But we 
can’t be complacent.

Nuttall came under 
heavy attack in the 
run-up to the vote. 
His claim to have lost 
close friends in the 
Hillsborough disaster 
was exposed as a lie.

He wrongly 
claimed that he lived 

at a house in the 
constituency on his 
nomination paper, 
prompting a police 
investigation. 

These things will 
all have undermined 
Nuttall’s vote.

But Ukip still took 
5,233 votes, nearly 

25 percent of the total. 
And its share of the 
vote was slightly up on 
previous elections.

As mainstream 
politicians continue to 
whip up racism, Ukip 
can still win support. 

Anti-racists must 
keep opposing it.

Socialist Worker  1 March 2017

Glum scum—Paul Nuttall reacts to his defeat

On other pages...
Theresa May’s stitch-up on Brexit 
could soon unravel >>Page 6

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

‘CENTRE GROUND’ OFFERS 
NO WAY TO BEAT RIGHT

 I
F YOU’RE on the left it can 
feel like there isn’t much to 
be cheerful about.

US president Donald 
Trump is deporting 

migrants—and some US union 
leaders back him. A number 
of fascist parties are winning 
high votes across Europe while 
mainstream parties push through 
austerity and racism.

In Britain the Tories won the 
Copeland by-election last week 
and are beating Labour in the 
opinion polls. 

There has not been nearly 
enough resistance to them.  And 
the new anti-union laws look set 
to make any fightback even harder.

But while it’s true that 
dangerous attacks are taking 
place, it isn’t true that everything 
is going one way. 

Trump is causing splits at 
the top of society and, more 
importantly, mass opposition in 
the streets.

New ideas are being discussed.  
When Bernie Sanders stood as 
a socialist to be the Democratic 
party candidate in the presidential 
election he got over 13 million 
votes in the primaries.

There is a deep discontent 

with the political system across 
the world—that discontent can 
go to the right or the left. Parties 
such as Syriza in Greece and 
Podemos in Spain won support by 
promising to oppose austerity.

In Britain Labour’s membership 
has almost trebled under left wing 
leader Jeremy Corbyn.

And while there is a low level 
of struggle, workers usually vote 
for strikes when they get the 
chance.

Ukip has been plunged into crisis 
after Labour won in Stoke-on-Trent 
with former leader Nigel Farage 
calling for the party’s only MP, 
Douglas Carswell, to be expelled.

Big mobilisations on the left 

show that the right isn’t all-
powerful.

People completely new to 
politics are getting involved. This 
gives the lie to the idea that only a 
hardened minority are interested 
in changing society. The question 
is, how to push these movements 
forward? Some strategies and 
politics will spell disaster.

In the US the Democratic party 
is continuing with the politics that 
led to its defeat (see page 8). In 
Britain Corbyn is right to refuse 
to resign, but must not make 
concessions to the right.

Some argue the left must 
occupy the centre ground.

But sticking with the politics 
that has produced widespread 
disillusion and the victories of 
Trump and Theresa May will not 
help our side. Nor will accepting 
the limits of a system that has 
failed working class people.

Instead we need to challenge 
the way that politics is done and 
offer a radical alternative. That 
means encouraging self-activity 
and organisation.

There is potential to build a 
stronger left in Britain and push 
back the racists and the right. We 
shouldn’t squander it.

DEFY TRADE UNION ACT
 WORKERS’ RIGHTS were 

rolled back this week as 
rules in the Trade Union 

Act 2016 came into force.
Strike ballots can be ruled invalid 

unless more than 50 percent of 
workers vote.  Few nationwide 
ballots reach this threshold.

In “important public 
services”—including some of 
those working in transport, 
schools and hospitals—the 
number of votes to strike must 
be above 40 percent of those 
balloted.

All this from a government 

elected by 25 percent of those 
eligible to vote!

Unions must now give bosses 
14 days notice before any 
walkout, up from seven. This 
saps the momentum of workers’ 
resistance—and buys bosses time 
to prepare.

Unions will also have to appoint 
a “picket supervisor” in disputes.

Far more should and could 
have been done before the Act 
was passed. The TUC and most 
union leaders put up only token 
resistance. The undemocratic new 
rules will make it even harder for 

reps and workplace activists to 
get official strikes called. 

But they aren’t the end. 
We should demand defiance 

from union leaders.  And we 
shouldn’t accept that national 
strikes are now impossible.

We need a drive to strengthen 
union organisation, which will help 
with turnout, more local strikes, and 
a willingness to use unofficial action.

The Tories hope union leaders 
will accept and impose these 
laws—and call many fewer strikes. 

They must be pressured not to 
do so.

Sticking with the 
liberal politics 
that produced 
disillusion will 
not help our side

‘‘ 
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ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

May’s stitch-up over 
Brexit could unravel
SINCE THE Copeland and Stoke-on-Trent Central 
by-elections last week, the media have paused in their 
condemnations of Jeremy Corbyn only to sing the praises 
of Theresa May. 

The BBC’s fawning over her has been particularly 
revolting, and the Financial Times newspaper declaimed, 
“Theresa May has confirmed her dominance of Britain’s 
political terrain with the Conservatives’ historic by-election 
win in the Labour seat of Copeland strengthening her 
position as she prepares to negotiate Brexit”.

In a more thoughtful take from the left, journalist Paul 
Mason writes, “The two by-election results taken together do 
reveal a big and challenging fact for Labour.

“In these two very different working class English 
seats, there is a majority for Brexit, and for the right wing 
nationalist rationale behind it.”

What is true is that May and the Tories are making the 
running in British politics today. Only they seem to have a 
coherent story about how to respond to the vote to leave the 
European Union (EU).

A fundamental factor here has been the weakness of the 
Remainers. 

Columnist Andrew Rawnsley wrote in the Observer 
newspaper a few weeks ago, “While the hard Brexiters were 
busy stretching the meaning of the referendum to fit their 
desired outcome, the stunned Remainers were still winded 
from their defeat. 

“Slowly, those who wanted to preserve a close 
relationship with our neighbours began to get their act 
together. But they lacked the organisation, the energy and 
the unity of their rivals.”

From the centre leftwards we see the Remainers split. On 
the one hand, we have the bitter-enders—Tony Blair, the 
Green Party, the Liberal Democrats, and a radical left fringe. 
They want, against the odds, to reverse the referendum 
result.

On the other hand, the bulk of the Labour right have 
accepted the Tory interpretation of the vote as racist. So they 
have pressured Corbyn to abandon his support for freedom 
of movement for European workers.

Faced with these divisions, it hasn’t been hard for May 
to reunite the Tories. She has come up with a position that 
sounds like hard Brexit but fudges how sharp a break with 
the rest of Europe leaving the EU will involve.

Shambolic
May has of course been helped by Ukip’s disarray, summed 
up by Paul Nuttall’s shambolic by-election campaign 
in Stoke Central. But this doesn’t mean that things will 
continue going May’s way.

Once she triggers Article 50 to leave the EU in a few 
weeks’ time, the serious negotiations with the rest of the EU 
will start. May’s fudge will quickly unravel—particularly if 
the Europeans insist that Britain must pay a huge bill for 
leaving before crucial negotiations on trade begin.

May’s path has been eased by the fact that the referendum 
vote was not followed by the collapse of the economy. 

The Treasury and the Bank of England had predicted that 
it would. On the contrary, economic growth accelerated 
towards the end of 2016.

But what the growth has been driven by is consumer 
spending. This in turn has been made possible by households 
cutting saving and borrowing more. 

Consumer credit rose 10.8 percent last year. In the second 
half of 2016, two other drivers of growth—investments 
and net exports—gyrated wildly, cancelling each other out, 
though the figures may have been distorted by big gold sales. 
Productivity continues to stagnate.

This is not the basis of a sustained economic boom. The 
big drops in the pound after the referendum and the Tory 
party conference are pushing the rate of inflation up as 
import prices rise. 

This will squeeze wages and may undermine consumers’ 
readiness to borrow and spend.

So May’s supremacy won’t last. This underlines the 
importance of the left offering a bold and radical alternative 
to neoliberalism and racism for Britain after Brexit. 

Corbyn is very well placed to offer such an alternative. 
The future of his leadership depends on it.

SOLIDARITY FOR Palestine has grown in Britain—now pro-Israel groups want to shut it down  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Bigots launch drive to silence  
 students’ Palestine societies
FRIENDS OF Palestine 
societies at universities 
across Britain are coming 
under what appears to be 
a coordinated attack from 
pro-Israel pressure groups.

At least three universities 
have cancelled or interfered 
with events and meetings 
hosted by Palestine socie-
ties for the annual Israeli 
Apartheid Week.

Management  a t  the 
Un iver s i t y  o f  Cent ra l 
Lancashire  (Uclan)  in 
Preston cancelled a meet-
ing organised by the Friends 
of Palestine society. A group 
called North West Friends of 
Israel had lobbied to have the 
meeting scrapped.

Uclan said the event 
“contravenes” the defini-
tion of antisemitism recently 
adopted by the government—
although did not explain how 
(see box). 

Intervened
Management at  Exeter 
University intervened to stop 
a mock Israeli checkpoint 
organised by the Friends of 
Palestine Society. 

A  s im i l a r  even t  a t 
University College London 
was cancelled but is set to go 
ahead at a later date. Other 
universities are also being 
targeted.

The Israel Britain Alliance 
has called on its supporters 
to pressure universities to 
cancel Israeli Apartheid Week 
events. And Tory university 
minister Jo Johnson emailed 

university vice chancellors’ 
organisation Universities UK 
asking them to target Israeli 
Apartheid week. This is under 
the guise of clamping down 
on antisemitism.

Universities UK also wants 
universities to use the gov-
ernment’s Prevent agenda—
which targets Muslims—to 
target Palestine societies. A 
presentation lists “opposition 
to Israeli settlements in Gaza” 
and “opposition to Prevent” 
as signs of “radicalisation”.

Prevent already targets 
Islamic societies (Isocs) and 
anti-Islamophobia campaigns 

on campuses—as events at 
Kingston University last week 
show.

The Stand Up To Racism 
society invited ex-Guantan-
amo Bay detainee Moazzam 
Begg to speak on Thursday 
of last week. But university 
management judged the visit 
to be “high risk”. 

They demanded that secu-
rity guards were at the meet-
ing and insisted all speech 
had to be in English. Kingston 
Isoc has the same restrictions 
placed on their meetings.

Preparing
Students and university 
workers are preparing to 
resist the assault. Exeter stu-
dents protested on campus 
on Monday against the ban.

Around 250 academics 
have signed a letter condemn-
ing the attempts to stop criti-
cism of Israel on campuses.

It ends, “It is with disbelief 
that we witness explicit politi-
cal interference in university 
affairs in the interests of Israel 
under the thin disguise of con-
cern about antisemitism.”

Pro-Israeli groups hope 
the new antisemitism defini-
tion and the Prevent agenda 
can halt growing support for 
Palestinians. 

Student groups, lecturers 
and their unions have to be 
prepared to challenge them.

Boycotts under attack 
UCLAN management 
used the government’s 
new definition of 
antisemitism to cancel 
a meeting on the 
Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) 
campaign this week.

The definition says 
examples of antisemitism 
might include “the 
targeting of the state 
of Israel, conceived as 
a Jewish collectivity”.

It also says it could 
be antisemitic to apply 
“double standards” to 
Israel “by requiring of it 
a behaviour not expected 
or demanded of any 
other democratic nation”.

BDS targets Israel 
because of its 50-year 
long occupation of 
Palestinian territories—
not because it is Jewish.

And it is legitimate 
to criticise Israel for 
its settlement building 
and its brutality 
towards Palestinians.

The move could be 
one of the first times 
the definition has been 
used to shut down a 
pro-Palestinian event.

Preston-based 
group Children of the 
Ghetto was set to host 
a meeting off campus 
to make sure that it 
goes ahead anyway.

On other pages...
Moazzam Begg speaks out—“The 
state targets Muslims”>>Pages 14&15

Tory minister Jo Johnson
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 New Stand Up To Racism  
 groups set up in Britain
by DAVE SEWELL

STAND UP To Racism (SUTR) 
meetings are taking place across 
Britain. Activists aim to combat 
Tory attacks, keep up the fight 
against Donald Trump and build 
for protests on 18 March.

Over 50 people launched SUTR 
in Stockport last Tuesday.

People from trade unions, Muslim 
organisations and pro-refugee  
campaigns, as well as the Green 
Party and Momentum came. A 
Labour councillor also attended.

Union branches gave over £600 
to the campaign.

In Greater Manchester the NUJ 
union showed the film Black Power 
Mixtape last Saturday to raise 
money for the demonstration.

More SUTR meetings took place 
in Bradford and south east London 
last Tuesday.

I n  B r a d f o r d  p e o p l e 
shared their experiences of  
discrimination—and accused 
Theresa May of welcoming more 
bigotry into Britain with Donald 
Trump’s state visit.

An audience member told of how 
minorities are boxed in and denied 
their identities. 

He said “My name is Asif. I am a 
Pakistani. I am a Muslim, but that is 
not all I am, I am here as a human”.

Around 70 people met in South 
East London. 

Ahammad Hussain from the 
Lewisham Islamic Centre said, “If 
I could describe what it feels like 
to be a Muslim at the moment, it 
would be ‘beseiged’.”

But he added that events like the 
meeting give him “hope”.

In Milton Keynes last Wednesday, 
speakers included Attiq Malik,  
solicitor for the victims of a brutal 
racist attack in Bletchley last year.

Investigate
He spoke of Thames Valley Police’s 
gross failures to investigate the 
crime and encouraged a large SUTR 
presence at the court hearing on 14 
March.

Meetings also took place in 
Coventry, Kingston (see p6) and 
Glasgow.

Labour councillor Faye Abbott 
told a 50-strong meeting in Coventry 
last Thursday, “I want to be clear— 
refugees are welcome in Coventry.”

Syrian refugee Reem Doukmark 
from Homs criticised the European 
Union’s deal with Turkey, allowing  
the deportation of refugees in 
exchange for accepting others.

“This will create divisions amongst  
refugees,” he said.

Speakers at Glasgow’s meeting  
included STUC union federation 
assistant secretary Helen Martin  
and anti-racist campaigner Amaar 
Anwar.

Over 50 people came to a rally 

in Leeds last Saturday, with speak-
ers including Marvina Newton of 
Black Lives Matter and Labour MEP  
Julie Ward.

Janet Alder, fighting for justice 
for her brother Christopher who 
died in police custody in 1998, said, 
“Racism kills”.

Shahab Adris from Muslim 
Engagement and Development 
(Mend) contrasted the “two  
movements” that are building  
as that of “hate” and that of 
“solidarity”.

To ensure the victory of  
solidarity it’s essential to build 
the biggest possible turnout on  
18 March.
Thanks to Ameen Hadi, Christian 
Hogsbjerg, Iain Ferguson, Kate 
Hunter, Richard Milner and  
Sumbul Ahmed
Go to standuptoracism.org.uk

The sound of resistance
Over 300 people packed into 
The Crossing in Birmingham 
last Friday for a Love 
Music Hate Racism gig.

The night kicked off with 
poet Amerah Saleh. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“I hope I can be an access 
point for other Muslim women 
to come into spoken word.” 

The headliner was the 
Gabbidon Band with Basic 
G, one of the founders of 
Steel Pulse—part of Rock 
Against Racism in the 1970s.

Elektrik was one of the  
best acts, fusing hip 
hop and indie music.

There’s a sense that a 
new sound is beginning 
to develop again.

That’s truer in the US, 

but there’s a sense of 
change in Britain too. 

Rapper and organiser 
Kurly, said, “Rap music [has] 
been appropriated by music 
companies that want to water 
down the message of politics.

“But it always seems to rise 
despite their best efforts.”

European 
activists 
prepare for 
protests
ANTI-RACISTS AROUND Europe 
are building for demonstrations 
on the weekend of 18 March—a 
riposte to the racist far right.

The international day of 
action comes from a call in 
Greece.

Tens of thousands have 
marched in Athens and other 
cities in previous years.

Activists there are fighting 
the European Union-led 
clampdown on refugees and 
Greek politicians’ attempts to 
use racism to divide resistance 
to austerity.

There is also a renewed 
offensive against the fascist 
Golden Dawn.

A rally in the southern French 
city of Lyon to build the “March 
for Dignity and Justice” in Paris 
was cancelled on Saturday due 
to far right threats and attacks.

But hundreds of people 
turned out in an alternative 
venue.

The family of Theo, who 
was raped by police with a 
truncheon, are among those 
supporting the march.

Around 2,000 students 
struck in Paris last Thursday 
demanding “Vengeance for 
Theo”, with barricades at  
16 colleges.

Presidential
It comes amid a presidential 
election campaign where fascist 
Marine Le Pen leads the polls. 
Some 2,000 people protested 
against Le Pen’s rally in the 
western city of Nantes last 
Saturday.

On the same day 
stonemasons and refugees in 
Paris resculpted rocks placed 
under a bridge by the municipal 
government to stop refugees 
sleeping there.

In the Netherlands the march 
will come days after a general 
election where Islamophobe 
Geert Wilders could make a 
breakthrough.

Ewout van der Berg from 
the organising committee told 
Socialist Worker, “We’ve been 
marching on this date every 
year since the 1980s but we 
expect it to be bigger this year.

“Wilders has campaigned for 
closing down mosques, banning 
the Koran and sending back 
refugees. 

“The establishment, the 
media and even parts of the left 
have been pandering to this.

“But opposition has meant he 
can’t make appearances on the 
street. Lots of people are angry 
and the demonstration can give 
them a focus.”

Demonstrations will also 
take place in Austria, Poland, 
Switzerland, Denmark, Cyprus 
and other countries.

AROUND 100 people protested outside Downing Street last Saturday to demand the government lets 
more refugee children into Britain. The Tories have abandoned the Dubs Amendment which committed 
to accepting 3,000 refugee children  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

On other pages...
The Tories’ racist attacks on  
migrants and refugees >>Page 20
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 Racist raids  
rise as US 
movement 
faces tests
Union leaders are wrong to back 
Trump and should join the fight 
against him, writes Alistair Farrow

FEDERAL IMMIGRATION agen-
cies in the US have ramped up 
their operation to deport the 
millions of migrants president 
Donald Trump has targeted. 

But resistance continues to grow.
Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) agents in Texas 
went into a hospital and took away 
a woman from El Salvador last 
week. 

The woman, who was await-
ing emergency surgery for a brain 
tumour, was taken to a detention 
centre for deportation. 

In southern California alone  
161 migrants were rounded up in a 
five-day period last month.

Unions representing border 
guards back Trump. They claim 
that “morale amongst our agents 
and officers has increased expo-
nentially since the signing of the  
executive orders”.

Disgracefully, Teamsters pres-
ident James P Hoffa came out 
in support of Trump’s economic  
protectionism last month.

And the Liuna construction work-
ers’ union president Terry O’Sullivan 
supported Trump’s decision to push 
ahead with the Keystone XL and 
Dakota Access oil pipelines.

Standing Rock Native Americans 
are mounting a legal challenge after 
cops forced them from their land.

O’Sullivan said that restarting 
Dakota Access meant “it is finally 
beginning to feel like a new day for 
America’s working class”.

Repealed
The statement came just days after 
Republicans repealed a bill that 
guaranteed union wages on federal 
construction projects.

The Democratic Party’s response 
to this has been to fall back toward 
the politics of Hillary Clinton and 
Barack Obama. This politics lost 
them the presidential election.

In an election for the Democratic 
National Committee (DNC) the 
party leadership backed Thomas 
Perez. Perez backs the Trans 
Pacific Partnership trade deal and 
was put up by the Clinton and 

Obama-supporting establishment.
Perez’s opponent, and the early 

frontrunner, was Bernie Sanders 
supporter Keith Ellison. 

He was attacked for his mild  
criticisms of Israel. In a leaked 
email, DNC members were told that 
to elect him would “send the wrong 
message” on Israel. 

Nevertheless, Ellison achieved 
200 votes to Perez’s 235.

Thousands of school students 
walked out across the US last week 
in protest against education secre-
tary Betsy DeVos.

And hundreds protested out-
side the White House after Trump 
overturned the right of transgender 
people to use the bathroom of their 
choice.

Meanwhile the New Sanctuary 
Movement is organising against 
raids. It is a reinvigorated version 
of the Sanctuary Movement of the 
1980s.

In Philadelphia some 1,300 
people have signed up to be part of 
a rapid response network to block 
ICE raids.

The 8 March Women’s Strike will 
be a crucial test of the movement’s 
strength and an opportunity to go 
back on the offensive.

On other pages...
Moazzam Begg speaks out against 
state Islamophobia >>Pages 14&15

BACK STORY
Deportations are rising in the US 
after Donald Trump’s election
lDisgracefully some union 
leaders have come out in 
support of Trump’s policies
lAnd the Democratic Party is 
sticking with politics that lost it 
the presidential election
lBut the movement against 
Trump from below is growing
lThousands of school students 
walked out last week
lAnd thousands of people are 
organising to block migrant raids

STAMFORD HIGH school students staged a walkout last week—along with thousands of other students 

 Socialists stand for a ‘different type  
 of politics’ in Stormont assembly poll
by SIMON BASKETTER

THE NORTHERN Ireland 
assembly at Stormont is heading 
for a period of “administrative 
devolution” following an election 
this Thursday, with the assembly 
operating without an executive.

The assembly collapsed after 
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) 
leader and first minister, Arlene 
Foster, became embroiled in 
a scandal over a green energy 
initiative.

The Renewable Heat Incentive 
(RHI) scheme will cost hundreds of 
millions of pounds. It encouraged 
firms to switch from fossil fuels 
to renewable heating systems and 
paid business owners to use fuel. 
So they did—at an enormous cost.

Burned
It has been dubbed the “cash for 
ash scandal” since it emerged that 
users could earn more money the 
more fuel they burned.

A public inquiry is imminent. 
Sinn Fein has said it won’t rejoin 
a power sharing executive while 
Arlene Foster leads the DUP.

The People Before Profit 

Alliance (PBP) won two seats in 
Stormont last May. Gerry Carroll 
topped the poll in West Belfast. 

He said, “Last year we knocked 
on doors and said there is an 
alternative to austerity, to running 
down the health service and 
education.

“It took a while to explain to 
people. But now you just say three 
letters—RHI, RHI, RHI.”

He added, “Sinn Fein wants 
to make this election about the 
DUP and the DUP wants to make 
it about Sinn Fein. For us, this 

election is about the record of the 
Sinn Fein/DUP executive.”

The party hoped to take a 
second seat in West Belfast and a 
seat in North Belfast, and retain 
the Foyle seat won by Eamonn 
McCann.

Eamonn said Sinn Fein was 
“spooked” by the PBP.

Hostile
“The DUP and Sinn Fein depend 
on Catholics and Protestants being 
hostile to one another,” he added.

“If that went away and there 
was no hostility what would Sinn 
Fein and the DUP do? Among 
the parties at Stormont we have 
punched above our weight to an 
extent that no one else has done. 

“We have made a real 
difference, even though there were 
only two of us.”

PBP fielded seven candidates in 
six constituencies for this week’s 
election.

Gerry said, “What we’re calling 
for is a different type of politics, 
a politics which is not about 
corruption.”
For more information and updates go 
to peoplebeforeprofit.ie/north

NORTHERN IRELAND

People Before Profit candidate Eamonn
McCann  Picture: PeoPle Before Profit Derry
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Cops get away 
with murder
THE DEATH of Yassar 
Yaqub in January makes 
me wonder. Since when 
did the West Yorkshire 
Police get to change 
British law and bring in 
the death penalty?

Noreen Islam
on Facebook

Justice over 
witch-hunt
I READ your article on 
new “Trojan Horse” 
allegations in Oldham 
(Socialist Worker online). 
This racism has got to be 
stopped—and that needs 
justice in court.

Former Birmingham 
school governor Tahir 
Alam is fighting a ban on 
working in education. 

He and others were 
accused of “undermining 
fundamental British 
values”. For details 
and to contribute to his 
fighting fund go to  
bit.ly/2m7GmWm

Gadija Da Costa
on Facebook

Voting Lexit? 
Leave it out
THE SOCIALIST Workers 
Party’s support for the 
Lexit campaign to leave 
the European Union 
(EU) helped unleash an 
upsurge of racism.

Leaving the EU may be 
ideologically sound, but 
in practice it is damaging 
workers’ interests.

Jamie Rankin
Grenoble, France

Eat the Tories 
for our Brexit
MICK ASKS why 
Brexit hasn’t led to the 
predicted Tory crisis 
(Letters, 22 February).

Brexit alone won’t tear 
apart the Tories, but we 
can use it as a weapon 
against them. Instead the 
Labour right and pro-EU 
left undermine Jeremy 
Corbyn’s opposition.

The left should fight 
for a Brexit where 
migrant rights are kept 
intact. That includes 
marching against racism 
on Saturday 18 March.

Gabby Thorpe
Norwich

Refuse to let 
us be divided
I LIKED your front page, 
“We can fight Tory 
racism” (Socialist Worker, 
22 February). Fuck the 
Tories’ racist divide and 
conquer agenda!

Cahit Cetinkaya
on Facebook

Just a 
thought...

Racism in any language is still racism
AN INTENSE row has 
erupted over the decision 
to change a primary 
school in Llanelli, south 
Wales, from bilingual 
teaching to Welsh only.

The school was reacting 
to a decline in use of the 
Welsh language locally.

This decision caused 
division. Some people felt 
they were being forced to 
change school.

Opposition has been 
led by a Labour Party 
member who has been 
proposed as a future 
community councillor.

“Out of desperation” 
she invited Ukip Assembly 

Members to join in. Ukip’s 
Neil Hamilton jumped at 
the chance to get his 
photo in the local press.

But something quite 
other than desperation 
may have been motivating 
the activist. Previously 

she shared far right posts 
on social media.

Labour has suspended 
her for working with a 
non-affiliated group—
rather than for racism.

Ukip have had far too 
easy a ride in Wales. 
Politicians and activists 
seem scared to say the 
word “racism” for fear of 
driving support away.

The decline in Welsh 
language use cannot be 
addressed by competing 
over shrinking resources. 
Failure to reverse the cuts 
will lead to divisions.

Martin Chapman
Swansea

Councillor 
of despair
YOUR FEATURE article has 
some interesting quotes 
from Mohammed Pervez, 
the Labour group leader of 
Stoke City Council (Social-
ist Worker, 18 February).

But anyone who has seen 
the BBC documentary “The 
Year The Town Hall Shrank” 
will have little sympathy.

Members of the Labour 
group on the council 
carried out cuts of a callous 
nature with a devastating 
impact on the poor and 
vulnerable in Stoke.

Let’s hope Corbynism has 
an impact in invigorating 
local Labour Parties and 
councils across the country.

Mario Michalski
Stoke-on-Trent

Palestinian 
lives matter
ABDUL FATTAH al-Sharif 
was lying incapacitated on 
the ground when Israeli  
soldier Elor Azaria shot him 
in the head.

The prime minister of 
Israel called for Azaria to 
be pardoned. 

He was put on trial—but 
only for manslaughter. 

When I was at a school 
in the West Bank the 
children were banned from 
their football field. It had 
been taken by the army.

The children ran with 
Palestinian flags to the 
field, and threw stones at 
the gate. The Israeli 
soldiers fired tear gas at 
them until they ran away.

Those children could 
have had up to ten years in 
prison for throwing stones.

Azaria was given 18 
months for manslaughter.

Zainah El-Haroun 
York

Students’ solidarity flushed 
transphobia down the toilet 
A FRIEND of mine, a 16 year old 
transgender woman at college in 
London, recently had major 
problems with transphobic 
bathroom rules. 

She came out as trans soon after 
entering the college. The college 
were originally incredibly 
supportive. 

But numerous protests by a Terf 
(transgender exclusionary radical 
feminist) organisation connected 
to the college changed that.

This group actively denies the 
right of trans people to  
self-identify.

She was told that she wasn’t 
allowed to use the bathrooms that 
aligned with her gender identity, 
due to “fear of personal safety 

while having a ‘man’ present in 
the ladies toilet”. 

She was outraged and asked me 
for advice as a friend and activist.

She drafted a motion and got 
backing from students through 
petitions. But they still would not 
let her use the bathroom which 
aligned with her gender identity. 

She asked for more advice, this 
time far more distressed. 

I advised her to set up a 
student demonstration of 
solidarity. 

Two weeks later, on a cloudy 
Thursday morning, a large 
number of students walked out of 
their classrooms in solidarity with 
her. 

They demanded a debate with 

whoever had made the decision 
against her using the bathroom. 

After hours of debate, she was 
told she would once again be 
allowed to use the bathroom in 
her college.

The show of solidarity for a  
16 year old transgender woman  
at college cut down all the 
transphobic arguments that had 
been pushed by the Terf protests. 

The fact that this is an issue for 
people today shows that LGBT+ 
oppression is still very much alive 
in our society.

But this small example of 
solidarity shows the way to tackle 
transphobia and bigotry.

Cassidy Murray
North London

Safety is a fracking lie 
at Cuadrilla’s new pad 
WE’RE TOLD that in Britain 
fracking will be safe 
because it will be regulated. 

Here in Lancashire we 
are seeing how that is a lie 
before it even gets going. 
Cuadrilla is building a test 
pad by a main road—with 
blatant disregard for safety. 

Trucks have knocked 
over protesters and their 
own security guards. 

Lorries crossing into the 
site have caused at least 
one major car accident. 
Ambulances have been held 
up on a blue light run. 
Vehicles carrying heavy 

loads come with licence 
plates covered up—under 
the noses of the police.

But blockades of their 
depots have seen three 
firms pull out of contracts 
with Cuadrilla. Its owner’s 
share prices are tumbling. 

My NUT union branch 
has passed an anti-fracking 
motion and agreed to 
support protests.

The fight to stop fracking 
is part of the battle against 
climate change. It is one we 
must win.

Hilary Chuter
Lancaster

Ex-Tory Neil Hamlton 
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ANTISOCIAL  
TORIES’   
UNCARING 
SOCIETY
The Tory attacks on both the NHS and social care leave 
vulnerable people with nowhere to go. Workers spoke 
to Tomáš Tengely-Evans about two sets of cuts that are 
creating a crisis—with a real effect on patients’ lives

P
ATIENTS ARE being 
forced onto a conveyor 
belt of misery by the 
decimation of health 
and social care. 

Years of Tory budget 
cuts and privatisation are pushing 
the NHS past breaking point, hitting 
patients hard. While hospital services 
are slashed, poverty pay and rock-
eting workloads are forcing health 
workers out.

Deep cuts to local authority social 
care and mental health services are 
fuelling the crisis (see right). 

Marfa, a junior doctor, described 
what this means 
for patients she’s 

treated. “We had an elderly guy 
with us one time,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “He had dementia and quite 
challenging behaviour.

“He had been in hospital for two 
weeks and was well by then, but he 
couldn’t leave for weeks.”

This is because there aren’t enough 
social care packages, which are 
agreed between the hospitals, local 
authorities and sometimes chari-
ties. At hospitals, a discharge team 
works to determine what sort of care 
patients need after they leave.

Sometimes this can mean going to 
a hospital rehabilitation unit, getting 
equipment fitted at home so patients 
can live independently or having a 
social worker visit. 

But if “all other options have been 
explored” patients can be sent to a 
residential care home.

Marfa said that this can be one of 
the most difficult and tortuous pro-
cesses for patients. “If you’ve got com-
plex dementia, like the guy we had, 
there are only certain care homes you 
can go to,” she said.

This is bogged down through a pro-
cess of Health and Social Care Panels, 
which decide how a care home place 
is going to be funded. 

“The funding is split between 
health and social care budgets and 
these panels decide which one it’s 
going to come from,” she said. 
“But the money all comes from the 
Treasury so I don’t think it should 
really matter.”

The money exists to fund care ser-
vices properly. But instead the Tories 
hand tax cuts to the rich and multi-
million pound contracts to firms prof-
iting from, rather than providing, the 
care that’s needed.

It is the patients who suffer under 
this process of false starts. “This 
elderly guy had been through the 
panel for six weeks,” Marfa said. “If 
the paperwork isn’t quite right the 
case can’t go through, but the panel 
only meets once a week.”

“It’s been like this for the whole 
four years since I became a doctor—
the whole panel system is broken.”

Cathy, an occupational therapist 
(OT) who works on an elderly care 
ward, has dealt with similar cases. 
“Seven years ago you still had elderly 
people saying, ‘Please don’t send me 
to a care home,’ but now they’re beg-
ging to be sent,” she told Socialist 

Worker.
“If they’re sent home they are  

bed-bound and socially isolated—I 
had one man who told his carers that 
he couldn’t wait for death.”

After patients receive care from 
health workers such as Marfa, OTs 
then take charge of assessing their 
needs for when they are discharged.

Complex
Health care shouldn’t just be based on 
administering medicine or treatment, 
but a holistic approach to patients’ 
wellbeing. As Cathy explained, 
“The people we look after are quite 
complex.

“I had one woman recently who 
was self-neglecting. She was in a 
really filthy and awful home, she 
wasn’t feeding herself, she had been 
crawling around for months trying to 
get to the toilet.”

But the pressure caused by the 
lack of resources and staff means that 
there are 1.2 million people who can’t 
get the level of care they need. 

The lack of social care packages 
can also impact people’s physical and 
mental health. 

As Cathy explained, “There are a 
lot of people sitting on wards want-
ing to go home. 

“I had one guy on our ward go 
home today, but he was all packed 
up and ready to go for three weeks 
before that. That was making him 
really demoralised and anxious.”

At Cathy’s hospital there used 

to be an intermediate care facility 
for people waiting for social care 
packages, or whose homes weren’t 
accessible.

 “Until this facility closed down, 
people would get rehab there but be 
out of the hospital setting,” she said. 
“Now people are just sitting on a 
ward getting infected.” 

This builds up pressure to get 
people out as quickly as possible. 

Cathy said, “It takes a lot of time 
to find care packages and it’s all last 
minute because of care agencies and 
funding. 

“There’s pressure to downgrade 
packages. If they had proper rehab 
beforehand we could reduce their 
needs, but there’s so many people 
coming in. 

“We’ve had 25 new admissions in 
the last three days.” 

During the last 30 years hospital 
admissions have nearly doubled to 
more than 16 million—in large part 
due to people living longer. 

Yet the number of beds has more 
than halved to just over 130,000.

In the run-up to Christmas last 
year, many hospitals were running 
at bed occupancy rates of 90 per-
cent and had to close wards to new 
admissions. 

Across England bed occupancy 
rates hover around 89 percent and 
have not dropped below the recom-
mended 85 percent for 15 years.

Marfa said, “The problem goes fur-
ther than discharging patients—we 

just don’t have enough beds. Earlier 
this year we had an influenza out-
break at my hospital and it got to the 
point where we didn’t just run out of 
beds. There weren’t any trolleys or 
anything for people.” 

The acute shortage of beds shows 
how the health and social care crises 
feed into one another. 

This creates a revolving door of 
going into hospital and waiting to be 
discharged. If pressure builds up and 
people are discharged without the 
right care package, they’re back into 
hospital. 

Fight
C a t h y  s a i d , 
“Sometimes you’ll 
lose a fight with a 
consultant about 
someone being sent 
home. We some-
times look at admis-
sions to see if they’ve been brought 
back—and quite often they have.” 

After patients are discharged from 
hospital, they will have care provided 
by the local authority. 

Dick, a local government social 
worker, is one of the people who 
do this. “Most of the referrals to our  
service have been in an acute hospi-
tal,” he told Socialist Worker.

“If they have been assessed as 
requiring housing with support, then 
they will be sent to us.”

He said that the pressure to dis-
charge people is putting massive 

strain on social services already cut to 
the bone—and it’s making seriously 
ill people worse. “Because the drive 
is to shift people as soon as possible, 
we get people who are so unwell and 
unstable,” he said. 

“Everyone feels that the thresh-
old for people being discharged has 
gotten a lot lower. It’s not that the 
staff at hospitals don’t care, there’s 
just a big pressure on beds. 

“We’ll sometimes get a call from 
the borough director of the hospital 
asking, ‘Can you get this person dis-
charged because we’re out of beds?’” 

This can sometimes put discharged 
patients in danger. Dick explained, 
“When they’re discharged they’re still 
very unwell, their behaviour could be 
erratic and they could harm them-
selves or someone else. 

“They go into supported accom-
modation, there’s an incident—then 

they’re readmitted into hospital.”
For that person, the cycle begins 

again. To break it, will mean break-
ing the cycle of cuts and privatisa-
tion the Tory government and local 
authorities are inflicting on the NHS 
and social care.

The swindle that shifts 
burden of care onto poor

 THE TORIES claim they 
are boosting funding as 
they integrate health 
and social care services. 

But this so-called integration is 
breaking up the NHS, prising it 
open for privatisation and leaving 
a care crisis in its wake. 

Their claim that the Better Care 
Fund (BCF) will improve care is a 
large swindle. 

The fund was set up with 
£2 billion taken from the 
overstretched NHS budget.  
Instead of helping integration it is 
fuelling the crisis caused by huge 
social care cuts. 

Both services are suffering a 
funding crisis and robbing from 
one to patch up the other is 
nonsensical.

Rather than being a solution it 
has only made the problem worse. 
Last December NHS England’s 
chief nurse argued to further 
slash the number of beds to boost 
“primary care”. 

Admissions
In the BCF’s first year not only did 
hospital admissions go up instead 
of down but the number of delayed 
discharges also increased—the 
opposite of what was meant to 
happen.

Despite another £1.5 billion 
for the BCF the Tories’ claim it 
will lead to a rise in social care 
spending by 2020 was even 
rubbished by the Tory-run Local 
Government Association. It said 
the funding gap of £700 million 
would only get worse. 

Now local councils are being 
allowed to raise council tax by 2 or 
3 percent for each of the next three 
or two years respectively. This 
would raise £543 million but social 
care needs £1.1 billion  
 
 
more just to maintain its current 
inadequate levels. 

The problem is compounded 
by how the Tories are restricting 
access to social care service. 

As Dick explained, “Social care 
isn’t about people’s quality of life 
anymore—it’s about surviving.

“Before, if people were seen as 
having mental health or care needs 
they’d be entitled to the service. 
But now if they don’t meet the 
strict criteria, they don’t have to 
get care.” 

This twin crisis will get 
worse under Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs), 
being unleashed on the NHS by the 
Tories. 

STPs aim to slash £22 billion 
and hundreds of hospital 
departments and services across 
England by 2020-21. 

Even the money set aside to 
implement the STPs is mostly 
going towards plugging massive 
deficits at NHS trusts managing 
crisis-ridden hospitals and health 
services.

Closer integration between 
services to ensure people do not 
fall through the net and receive the 
care they need is worth supporting. 

But a key part of the STPs is 
shifting the burden of care onto 
primary care services, services 
provided in the community that 
are under massive strain already.

The Tories’ plans will do nothing 
but harm patient care. 

We must resist them to defend 
and extend the public health and 
social care services people need.

When they’re 
discharged they’re 
still very unwell, 
they could harm 
themselves 

‘‘ Lack of social care 
packages can have 
an impact on 
people’s physical 
and mental health 

‘‘ 
Tory ministers Sajid Javid and Jeremy Hunt 

Care workers fighting back in
Glasgow in 2014  Picture: Duncan Brown
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Why we defend the free 
movement of labour
Wed 8 Mar, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Why is a woman’s right to 
choose under attack?
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BOLTON
1905—the birth 
of our politics
Thu 9 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
People Before Profit—
Socialists in Stormont
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Why demonstrations matter
Thu 9 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BURNLEY
What led up to the 
Russian Revolution?
Wed 8 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Haven or hell—Marxism 
and the family
Thu 9 Mar, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
CB5 8HP
CHESTERFIELD
Sexism and the system
Thu 9 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
Why socialists oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 8 Mar, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB

DERBY
International Women’s Day 
100 years on—the event 
that sparked the revolution
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next to 
Britannia Mill), DE22 3BL
DUNDEE
Why you should be a socialist
Wed 8 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
GLASGOW
Why we defend the free 
movement of labour
Wed 15 Mar, 7pm, 
Avant Garde, 33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
The struggle for 
women’s liberation
Wed 8 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
International Women’s Day
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Fake news and alternative 
facts—media in the 
21st century
Thu 9 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,
L7 7DX

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Wed 15 Mar, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Women and the 
Russian Revolution
Wed 8 Mar, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church,
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Women and the 
Russian Revolution
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS

MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
From Stonewall to Trump—
fighting for LGBT+ liberation
Thu 9 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Inspire, 747 Stockport Rd,
M19 3AR
NEWCASTLE
Anti-fascist movements 
in the 1970s-80s and 
the Anti Nazi League
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NOTTINGHAM
The broken NHS 
and how to fix it
Wed 8 Mar, 7.30pm, 
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

PLYMOUTH
The family and the origins 
of women’s oppression
Wed 8 Mar, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF
SCARBOROUGH
Brexit—what do 
socialists say?
Wed 8 Mar, 7pm, 
Tap and Spile, 94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Marxism and women’s 
oppression today
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St 
(near Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Fascism in America? 
Who are the Alt Right?
Wed 8 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Prospects for socialists
Thu 9 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WIGAN
Is the long depression over?
Wed 8 Mar, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),WN1 1LD

{ }STAND UP TO RACISM 
RALLIES

Refugees and migrants 
welcome—stand up to 
racism, Islamophobia 
and antisemitism
Mobilising events for national 
demonstrations on Saturday 
18 March in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff. Go to 
standuptoracism.org.uk 
for more information 
about the demonstrations 
and how to get involved
BRADFORD
Tue 21 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Bowling Old Lane Cricket Club,
Birch Lane, BD5 8BH
CHESTERFIELD
Tue 7 Mar, 7.30pm,
St Parish Centre, St Mary Gate,                                                                                           
S4 7TD
EDINBURGH
Thu 9 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Lecture Theatre 1, 
Appleton Tower,
University of Edinburgh,
11 Crichton St, EH8 9LE
LONDON: HAMMERSMITH
Thu 9 Mar, 7.30pm,
Hammersmith Town Hall,
275 King St, W6 9JU

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
The Russian Revolution 
100 years on—what 
does it mean for us?
Sat 11 Mar, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Hosted by Dorset Socialists
WAKEFIELD
Orgreave benefit gig
Sat 25 Mar, 7pm,
South Kirkby Miners 
Welfare Club,
Stockingate, South Kirkby
WF9 3DP.
Hosted by the 300/21 
Unite West Yorkshire 
Retail Logistics Branch 

BIRMINGHAM
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St, B4 6AF

BRISTOL
Mon 6 Mar, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

CARDIFF
Wed 8 Mar, 7.30pm, 
New York Diner, CF24 3BQ

LEEDS
Sat 25 Mar, 2pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON
Wed 8 Mar, 7pm, 
Student Central, 
Malet St, 
WC1E 7HY

MANCHESTER
Sat 25 Mar, 7pm, 
Mechanics Institute,
103 Princess St, M1 6DD

OXFORD
Thu 9 Mar, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

THE BFAWU UNION SENDS A MESSAGE OF SUPPORT 

ON THIS INTERNATIONAL WORKERS’ DAY TO WORKERS 

HERE AND AROUND THE WORLD.

TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN STRUGGLE, TAKING ACTION 

TO SECURE JUSTICE AND RIGHTS AND ACTIVISTS 

CAMPAIGNING FOR A BETTER, FAIRER SOCIETY WE 

OFFER OUR BEST WISHES AND SOLIDARITY. 

GLASGOW BFAWU AND  

FAST FOOD RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 

SOCIALIST WORKER READERS

FOR A £10 AN HOUR MINIMUM WAGE 

AND UNION RIGHTS

 NO TO ZERO HOUR CONTRACTS

 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

London Construction branch

lSOLIDARITY AND

    MAY DAY GREETINGS  

    TO ALL WORKERS

lUNITED WE STAND 
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WORKERS’ DAY

FINANCE WORKERS BRANCH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE EM/NN14

TO ACTIVISTS EVERYWHERE FIGHTING FOR PEACE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & EQUALITY

UNITY IS STRENGTH  

SOLIDARITY FOREVER―RACISM NEVER

MAY DAY GREETINGS

 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

Stop the War Coalitio
n

May Day greetings
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   www.stopwar.org.uk

NUJ South 

Yorkshire

DON’T 

LET THE 

RACISTS DIVIDE US 

REFUGEES 

WELCOME HERE

SOLIDARITY FROM

One Million Climate Jobs

Don’t go backwards on climate 

change―protest Saturday 8 May

www.campaigncc.org/

REDBRIDGE CND

MAY DAY GREETINGS 

TO ALL FIGHTING 

TRIDENT RENEWAL 

AND FOR JOBS, 

HOMES, SCHOOLS 

AND HOSPITALS 

FIGHTING FOR 

FREE LOCAL TRAIN 

TRAVEL FOR 

EVERYONE OVER 60

To mark International Workers’ 
Day on 1 May, every year we print 
solidarity messages from readers, 
union branches and campaigns

To get your May Day greetings in 
to our 2017 supplement, please  
try and get your greeting to us by 
Wednesday 12 April

l£30 gets you one column
l£55 gets you two columns
l£95 gets you three columns
lask us for larger greetings

contact: mayday@socialistworker.co.uk

Socialist Worker  1 March 2017
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EVENT
THE INCONVENIENT 
MUSLIM: AN EVENING TO 
LAUNCH ‘HOMEGROWN’
Monday 6 March, 7—8.45pm, 
Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion 
Square, London, WC1R 4RL. 
Tickets £5.90 bit.ly/2lyLmAf

ART DEALING with “the 
Muslim problem” is 
branded “urgent”, “brave” 
and “provocative”.

But who’s doing the 
provoking? Who’s getting 
provoked? And is such 
work helping move popular 
narratives beyond the 
confining parameters of 
Good Muslims and Bad 
Muslims?

These are some of the 
questions Nadia Latif, Omar 

El-Khairy and their cast 
sought to explore with the 
National Youth Theatre in 
the summer of 2015. 

But their play was 
deemed inappropriate for 
public performance. 

Rehearsals were shut 
down amid ambiguous 
circumstances. And when 
a publication of the script 
was proposed, publishers 
backed out.  

Now they’ve decided to 
go it alone. This event will 
explore these questions 
with some of the cast, 
creative team and an expert 
panel to ask—what needs 
to change?

 Hidden Figures offers a high 
 hope that the sky is the limit
Against the backdrop of the Civil Rights Movement, three women in the US 
space programme defy bigotry in this beautiful film, writes Saba Shiraz
POWERFUL AND moving, Hidden 
Figures reveals the true story of 
three black women who worked for 
Nasa. They ended up playing lead-
ing roles during the early years of 
the US space programme.

The film captures the dedica-
tion and vigor needed to succeed 
and be taken seriously as an African 
American woman at a time when  
segregation was still rife in the US. 

The story follows the struggles 
of Dorothy Vaughan, Katherine G. 
Johnson and Mary Jackson. They 
fight to create the space for black 
women to contribute directly as part 
of a previously all-white team at 
Nasa. 

They juggle being mothers along-
side working full time. 

One of  the most  refresh-
ing aspects of this insight into 
their family life is the portrayal 
of the men in their lives. Their  
husbands and love interests are 
secondary characters, usually  
the fate of female characters. 

The men are shown in this role-
reversal supporting, listening to and 
having deep respect for the women 
working full time and providing for 
their children.

The film also perfectly illustrates 
all aspects of racism at the time. 

It’s not only about the violence 
black people faced but empha-
sises the institutionalised, everyday 
racism that sustained and normalised 
division. 

Reality
It exposes the reality of segregation 
but also the different ways people 
resisted through protests like the 
Freedom Riders or fighting in the 
courts and petitioning for equality. 

The backdrop to the film repre-
sented the different elements of the 
Civil Rights Movement—although 
the main characters fought to be  
recognised as a part of the system 
rather than resisting it. 

It uncovers how unnatural and 
irrational the barriers for black 
people were in the US. Racism stood 
in the way of science and discovery. 

Hidden Figures is not just a film, 
it is an experience. It is not just 
entertainment, it is a lesson and it is  
necessary.

It is so rare and so beautiful to 
watch a film where black women 
are represented in such a strong and  
positive way.

The characters were not just  
fighting for opportunities, they were 
fighting for their existence. 

When US president Donald Trump 
is provoking anger and hatred, 
Hidden Figures offers hope that any-
thing is possible.

Help preserve a slice of music history
EXHIBITION
ROCK AGAINST RACISM: PHOTO-
GRAPHS BY SYD SHELTON
Street Level Photoworks,  
Trongate 103, Glasgow. Until 9 April

GLASGOW’S STREET Level 
Photoworks is hoping to hear 
from fans who have material 
from Rock Against Racism (RAR) 
gigs or festivals held in Scotland.

The gallery is currently hosting 

Syd Shelton’s photographs of 
RAR—a wonderful glimpse into 
the young faces and the places of 
that time.

There’s also a display of 
enlarged covers of the magazine 
Temporary Hoarding and various 
posters and album artwork. 

The gallery has sourced 
a small amount of Scottish 
material which is also on show, 
including photographs from the 
anti-racist Carnival in Craigmillar 

Park, Edinburgh, in August 1978. 
But they would like to find 

more to help preserve the history 
of the movement. 

If you have photographs or other 
material you’d like to donate contact 
reception@streetlevelphotoworks.org 
or 0141 552 2151

FANS OF The Specials at a Rock Against Racism concert Picture: Syd Shelton

Rocking against racism

Some Homegrown cast members

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 1917—Russia’s Red Year
Tim Sanders & John Newsinger

2  A Rebel’s Guide to  
Malcolm X
Antony Hamilton

3 Syria: revolution,  
counter-revolution & war
Anne Alexander and Jad 
Bouharoun

4 Born in the GDR: Living in 
the Shadow of the Wall
Hester Vaizey

5 Fascism—what it is and 
how to fight it
Leon Trotsky

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

Read more...
Reminiscences of RAR: Rocking Against Racism 
1976—1982>>available from Bookmarks (see right)
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T
HE right wing 
media and pol-
iticians have 
been working 
overtime try-
ing to show 

that the alleged actions of 
Jamal al-Harith reveal a 
need for more crackdowns 
on Muslims.

Harith was held in the 
Guantanamo Bay torture 
camp for two years (see 
column, right) in the early 
2000s. 

Sectarian group Isis last 
week claimed that he car-
ried out a suicide bombing 
against soldiers in the Iraqi 
army in Mosul.

Sections of the press then 
criticised Harith’s release 
from Guantanamo and the 
fact that he received some 
money as compensation for 
being imprisoned.

Former Guantanamo Bay 
detainee Moazzam Begg 
spoke to Socialist Worker 
about how the case has 
exposed the Islamophobia at 
the top of society.

“Jamal al-Harith was 
imprisoned by the Taliban in 
a prison in Afghanistan,” said 
Moazzam. “He had no con-
tacts there, he didn’t know 
anyone. They imprisoned him 
as a British spy. 

“Eventually when the 
Americans came he was 
handed over to them. He 
thought they were rescuing 
him. 

“ T h e y  s e n t  h i m  t o 
Guantanamo and he saw a side 
of America that he didn’t know 
existed.”

Moazzam said a distinction 
needs to be made between two 
points. The first point is the 
time lapse between al-Harif’s 
release from Guantanamo and 
his alleged crime. 

Security services and the 
right have argued that this 
shows that people, once  
“radicalised”, are always a 
threat and should remain under 
lock and key.

The second point is that 
Harif deserved redress from 
the British government for the 
torture he endured —which 
it knew about and allowed to 
continue.

Separate
“They are separate matters,” 
said Moazzam. “A lot of time 
passed before he went to Syria 
and did what he did, if he did 
what he is alleged to have done. 
I don’t know.

“What I do know is that what 
took place is being used. People 
within the media are saying 
that he should never have had 
access to justice, that he should 
have remained in Guantanamo. 

“And the Trump administra-
tion wants to use it as evidence 
to keep Guantanamo open.”

US president Donald Trump 
has explicitly said he supports 
the use of torture, in particular 
waterboarding. Trump recently 
said, “Do I feel it works? 
Absolutely I feel it works.”

That goes further than 
George W Bush—he limited 

himself to saying that water-
boarding was included in 
“enhanced interrogation tech-
niques” and was therefore 
alright.

“During the Second World 
War Japanese soldiers who 
waterboarded American GIs 
were prosecuted for war crimes, 
convicted and executed by the 
Allies,” said Moazzam. “It’s a 
war crime.”

Despite all this, Theresa 
May has invited Trump on a  
state visit. Moazzam said, “Two 

million people signed a petition 
for Trump not to get an official 
state visit, but still they’re mull-
ing the idea. 

“But you know they’re going 
to give it to them because of our  
‘special relationship’.

“Well, part of that special 
relationship should be speaking 
truth to power. We shouldn’t be 
afraid of our governments.”

Moazzam argued that the 
state in Britain uses the same 
logic to scapegoat Muslims. 
“If something happens in this 

country, and I pray that it 
doesn’t, then the same thing 
will happen,” he said.

“The government and the 
hacks on the right will go, ‘Look 
we told you these Muslims are 
like this.’ That’s what we have 
to face, constantly. But it isn’t 
reciprocated when it’s someone 
from another community.”

When Nazis manufacture 
pipe bombs, as one did recently, 
or kill MPs, as Tommy Mair did, 
they’re written off as “confused 
young men” or “mentally ill”. 
Muslims are treated differently. 

“We’ve had 15 pieces of ‘anti-
terror’ legislation passed in 
this country since 9/11,” said 
Moazzam. 

“They include people being 
detained without charge or 
trial. I’m not talking about 
Guantanamo, where I was. 
I’m talking about Belmarsh in 
London.”

Criteria
“What was the first criteria for 
these people to be in prison? 
They had to be Muslims.

“The  same  goes  fo r 
Guantanamo.  The  f i r s t  
condition was, you must 
be a Muslim. There are no 
other faiths or groups held in 
Guantanamo, only Muslims.”

The “war on terror” has 
targeted Muslims. Moazzam 
argued that it has fed the 

growth of Isis too. 
He said Isis supporters “met-

amorphosised from inside the 
prisons of Abu Ghraib and 
Camp Bucca where they were 
tortured and formulated the 
ideology of Isis. 

“The rest is history. As a 
result of that we are now for-
mulating internal and external 
policy. It’s a vicious circle.”

The main part of that  
internal policy in Britain is the 
Prevent strategy, made law in 
2015. It’s the latest in a string of 
Islamophobic laws passed since 
the war on terror began.

“Every single time you will 
notice that the common denom-
inator is that these laws de facto 
target Muslims,” said Moazzam.

“They won’t write it into leg-
islation, because that would 
be openly discriminatory, but 
in practical application only 
Muslims are subjected to it.

“And this is all happening in 
Britain, the land of the Magna 
Carta,” Moazzam laughed. 

“Magna Carta is still a part of 
the US constitution.

“In it there are those famous 
three phrases, ‘To no man shall 
justice be delayed or denied 
except that they be judged by a 
court of their peers.’ 

“There is no judge in 
Guantanamo. There is no 
court. There is no legal  
process there at all.

“Despite all of that, people 
marched in the streets against 
the war in Iraq. And when 
I returned and saw this  
movement in all its forms it 
gave me hope.

“And I see that hope rising 
again. As there is the rise of 
the far right and hatred, so are 
there people who want to stand 
up and challenge it.”

‘THE STATE  
TARGETS
MUSLIMS’
Former Guantanamo Bay detainee Moazzam Begg spoke 
to Alistair Farrow about the deep Islamophobia at the top 
of society—and how resistance to it gives him hope

There are no 
other faiths or 
groups in 
Guantanamo, 
only Muslims

‘‘ 
Moazzam Begg

MORE ONLINE...
lThe truth about the 
“£1 million of taxpayers’ 
money to an Isis fighter” 
bit.ly/2mf8uad

lTechniques of terror—
the truth about torture 
bit.ly/2lRA8t3

lTorture—a very British 
tradition 
bit.ly/2mka9b4
 

lMoazzam Begg speaks 
out against West’s torture 
bit.ly/2mkogx9

lTortured for 7 years—
and the government knew 
bit.ly/2mf8mHQ

lIslamophobia—the 
othering of Europe’s 
Muslims 
bit.ly/2lgZm0p

Jamal al-Harith 
(top) and Binyam 
Mohamed (above) 
were both held in 
Guantanamo Bay

 British government paid to 
 hide the truth about torture

Protesting against Guantanamo Bay in London, January 2008  Picture: Guy Smallman

 JAMAL al-Harith 
allegedly carried out a 
recent suicide bombing 
near Mosul in Iraq. 

He had been held at the 
Guantanamo Bay detention 
camp and, after his release, 
received some compensation.

Press headlines last week 
screamed about “£1 million 
from British taxpayers to an 
Isis fighter”. The real scandal 
is Guantanamo.

Harith was born Ronald 
Fiddler in Manchester 
in 1966. In his 20s he 
converted to Islam and 
travelled widely in Muslim-
majority countries. He was 
found in a Taliban jail in 
Afghanistan in 2001.

Accused of being a British 
spy, he was taken to the 
torture site at Bagram 
Airfield in Afghanistan then 
flown to Guantanamo Bay in 
Cuba. He was released two 
years later.

His family said the 
£1 million compensation 
figure referred to a group 
settlement made to four 
former detainees, including 
Harith, and included their 
costs.

His sister Shiblee Begum 
said, “Guantanamo Bay 
made him an extremist. 

“When he came back he 
wasn’t sleeping for several 
years. Sleep deprivation was 
one of the methods they 
used on him.”

The central case that 
led to the “£1 million 
payout” concerned Binyam 
Mohamed. He was arrested 
in Pakistan in 2002. After 
being interrogated by an 
MI5 agent, he was secretly 
“rendered” to Morocco on a 
CIA plane and tortured.

After 18 months he was 
transferred to a secret CIA 
prison in Afghanistan.

Binyam said, “They hung 
me up for two days. My legs 
had swollen. At one point 
I was chained to rails for a 
fortnight.”

His interrogators 
questioned him about his life 
in London—details provided 
by British intelligence. 

He was then transferred to 
Guantanamo Bay.

During a civil case against 
the government, Judge Lord 
Neuberger said some MI5 
officers had been less than 
frank about the torture of 
Binyam Mohamed.

The British government 
made payouts to settle the 
case out of court—and stop 
information coming to light.

Since 2002, 779 people  
including at least  
15 children, have been 
imprisoned at Guantanamo. 

So far just nine detainees 
have been convicted of a 
crime.

As many as 14,000 people 
went through the secret 
torture prison programme.

CAMP DELTA in Guantanamo Bay   Picture: Joint task Force Guantanamo/Flickr 

How troops refused orders 
and joined the revolution

A mutiny by soldiers 
was key to forcing out 
the Tsar in Russia—
and a mass revolt of 
ordinary people made 
their rebellion possible
WHEN THE Cossack cavalry 
refused to shoot protesting 
women workers in Petrograd 
on 23 February 1917 it was 
a sign of doom for Tsar 
Nicholas II.

The women were amazed 
when the soldiers heeded 
their call and refused their 
officers’ demands.

It flowed from pent-up fury 
at the war. The First World 
War was in its third year—
and over two million Russian 
troops were dead.

Starvation was rife while 
the rich led opulent lifestyles.

The women’s protest 
triggered strikes and 
demonstrations that brought 
the city to a standstill. Within 
days mutiny had engulfed the 
troops garrisoning it.

The revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky described another 
mutinous incident when 
2,000 striking engineering 
workers were confronted 
by Cossacks who “charged 
repeatedly but without 
ferocity”.

He said, “The mass of 
demonstrators parted to let 
them through and closed up 
again. There was no fear in 
the crowd. 

“The Cossacks smiled and 
winked and their promise 
not to shoot was passed from 
mouth to mouth.”

Officers ordered the 
soldiers to stop workers 
getting to the city centre. 

Diving
But Trotsky described how 
“the Cossacks did not hinder 
the workers from ‘diving’ 
under their horses”.

Trotsky said the revolution 
“made its first steps towards 
victory under the belly of a 
Cossack’s horse. A remarkable 
incident!”

Over the following days the 
demonstrations grew. 

The Tsar’s military 
governor of Petrograd 
issued an order to fire on 
any demonstrators refusing 
to disperse. Some army 
regiments refused to fire and 

mutiny spread. The Volhynsky 
regiment was the first to 
rebel.

Sickened by the shoot-to-
kill order, one group turned 
against their officers and 
marched with the workers. 
Other regiments followed.

The key moment came 
when the Preobrazhensky 
regiment sided with the revolt 
and shot their officers when 
they physically tried to stop 
them.

Within a day virtually 
the entire city workforce 
was on strike and mutinies 
swept through the remaining 
barracks. Moscow and other 
Russian cities mirrored this 
pattern. 

There were organised raids 
on government armouries.

Rifles and ammunition 
were seized to arm what was 
fast becoming an  
anti-government revolt.

Armed mutinous soldiers 
and sailors freed the Tsar’s 
political prisoners from jails.

Trainloads of troops sent 
from the front to restore order 
went over to the revolution 
on arrival.

On 27 February 70,000 
troops marched with 400,000 

strikers chanting, “Down with 
the autocracy! Down with the 
war!” The Tsar’s ministers 
were arrested the next day.

The soldiers’ section of the 
Petrograd Soviet—or workers’ 
council—formed on 1 March 
and the last remaining troops 
loyal to the Tsar surrendered.

Abdicate
On 2 March Nicholas II 
was forced to abdicate. His 
brother, Grand Duke Mikhail, 
succeeded him—and lasted 
a day. 

In the following weeks 
Soviets—workers’ councils—
sprung up everywhere to 
represent workers and 
soldiers.

Leading Bolshevik Vladimir 
Lenin insisted the war was an 
imperialist conflict.

He argued that the key task 
was to agitate for the working 
class to end the war through 
revolution and the overthrow 
of Tsarism.

This “revolutionary 
defeatism” urged workers in 
every country to fight their 
own governments, whatever 
the military consequences.

Bolshevik soldier agitators 
were instrumental in splitting 
the Tsarist army on class 
lines. 

They helped give rank and 
file soldiers confidence. The 
soldiers’ mutiny meant troops 
risked imprisonment or death. 

It was only possible 
because there was a 
determined movement 
strong enough to prevent the 
generals restoring order.
This is part of a series of 
weekly columns on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage at 
tinyurl.com/sw1917

RUSSIAN SOLDIERS protesting in Petrograd in April 1917

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION

1917 TIMELINE
23 February 1917 (7 March 
in today’s calendar):
lMounted troops refuse 
to fire on strikers and 
protesters in Petrograd
lFour days later some 
troops shoot their officers 
rather than shoot civilians
lThe Tsar is forced to 
abdicate two days later



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 71327 London SE11 9BW

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   nnnnnn
Our reference no.  

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:

Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  .......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a payment, 
confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time 
of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your 
bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 

when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST

 WORKERS
  PARTY

Yes, I'd like to be a member
Please send me some information

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 71327, 
London SE11 9BW. Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

 Two big marches take on fracking bosses
by KIM HUNTER  
and JAMES  EADEN

HUNDREDS OF people ral-
lied against fracking giant 
Cuadrilla near its Preston 
New Road site in Lancashire 
last Saturday. 

Meanwhile more than  
400 protesters marched from 
Eckington to Marsh Lane in 
north east Derbyshire. Marsh 
Lane is fracking firm Ineos’ 
proposed test drill site. 

The Line in the Sand rally  
against Cuadrilla was organ-
ised by Frack Free Lancashire 
to stop what would be Brit-
ain’s first fracking operation 
since 2011.

Then Cuadrilla was forced 
to stop after causing an earth-
quake.

Residents and supporters 
from as far afield as Scotland 
and the West Country heard 
speakers offer solidarity to 
those on the front line. 

Foot
Nick from the Roseacre 
Awareness Group said, “Pres-
ton New Road would be a 
foot in the door for fracking. 

“Third Energy in Yorkshire 
is standing back and watch-
ing what’s happening over 

here—so resistance is vital 
for the national fight.”

The rally cheered Martin 
Empson from the Campaign 
Against Climate Change 
Trade Union Group when he 
said the fights against Donald 
Trump, racism and climate 
catastrophe are linked. “We 

are stronger when we link 
arms,” he said.

Leading campaigner and 
local resident Tina Rothery 
said she was delighted that 
pop-up protests initiated by 
Bolton activists had forced 
local firms to pull out of con-
tracts with Cuadrilla. She 

urged people to picket sup-
pliers across Britain. 

Lancashire trades council 
was among the union ban-
ners at the event.

After the rally, protesters 
spontaneously marched to 
the frack site, where some 
broke through the fences 

into the field earmarked for 
fracking.

Christine, a local resident 
who had never been on a 
march before, was at the well 
site in the field. 

“Nothing about this is 
right,” she said. “These 
people want to protest peace-
fully, but they aren’t letting 
them.

Hoop
“We’ve been through every 
hoop, but they are just ignor-
ing us. You’ve just got to do 
something, you’ve got to sup-
port protest.” 

The rally was supported 
by Preston New Road Action 
Group, Friends of the Earth, 
Greenpeace, Reclaim the 
Power, the Green Party and 
the PCS, UCU and Unison 
union branches. 

Ineos bosses have been 
granted licences to explore 
for fracking sites across parts 
of Yorkshire, Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire.

The Eckington march 
was loud and confident and 
received overwhelming sup-
port from local residents.

It brought together local 
campaigners and anti-frack-
ing groups from across the 

region in a powerful display 
of unity. 

The Marsh Lane site is the 
firm’s first attempt to test 
drill for shale gas in their 
licence area. If they are not 
able to go ahead as planned, 
it will be a big blow to their 
fracking plans for the region. 

Bosses are waging a PR 
campaign to “win round” 
local communities. But they 
have met sustained resistance 
from anti-fracking groups 
which have sprung up across 
the area. 

Ineos will need to get plan-
ning approval from Labour 
controlled Derbyshire County 
Council to go ahead.

Anti-fracking groups are 
focussed on putting maxi-
mum pressure on the council 
to come out clearly against 
Ineos’ plans.

Cuadrilla’s fracking plans 
in Lancashire have been 
imposed by Tory communi-
ties and local government 
secretary Sajid Javid. 

They face a legal challenge 
set to be heard by the High 
Court in Manchester between 
15 and 18 March.

These local marches can be 
part of a nationwide move-
ment to resist the frackers.

PART OF the march in Lancashire  Picture: John Atkinson

NEWS 16
Socialist Worker  1 March 2017



BACKGROUNDCHECK 17

SPOT THE difference —a crumbling but vital state school (left) and a costly but pointless free school (right)

When will it all break down? The DfE hasn’t checked
THE government 
admitted it had no 

idea what condition 
England’s 21,200 state-
funded schools were in 
before commissioning a 
survey in 2011. 

It still doesn’t—because 
the survey is a joke.

It was “based on visual 
inspection” so that it 
would be “affordable”. 

This meant it “excluded 
structural assessments 
and details of asbestos”.

The National Audit 
Office report confirmed 
that asbestos is a 
“potentially dangerous 

issue in most schools”. 
This poses a great risk 
to children and teachers’ 
health.

Safety
It said, “By design, the 
survey did not assess the 
safety or suitability of 
school buildings.” And it 
fails to “offer a complete 
picture of need”.

The report stated that 
a “large number” of 
school buildings “require 
substantial repairs”. 

The areas most in need 
of funding include repairs 
needed for electrical 

services, external walls, 
windows and doors.

The DfE “does not 
currently know with 
certainty” how the 
condition of buildings is 
changing over time.

This means it can’t 
judge whether any 
investment is making a 
real difference. 

Nor can it make 
“well-informed strategic 
decisions” about what 
funding is needed where.

Worryingly
And worryingly, it cannot 
“reliably assess whether 

large elements of the 
school estate are likely to 
fail at once”.

The government’s 
position on funding 
“creates a significant 
risk that defects will go 
unrepaired and will cost 
more to address in the 
future”.

The DfE’s inadequate 
survey was used to 
determine which schools 
would receive support. 

It accepts that many 
schools denied funding 
“had buildings in poor 
condition”. 

Yet still funding was 

denied.
It admits that “the 

condition of the school 
estate will worsen” and 
that “its funding will be 
insufficient to address  
all schools’ condition 
needs”.

Tories slash our schools 
but splash out on theirs
The Department for Education is splurging on land for privatised free schools 
while neglected state schools fall into disrepair, Sadie Robinson reports

 THE GOVERNMENT is deliber-
ately trashing state-run 

schools to promote privatisation.
A National Audit Office (NAO) 

report showed how diverting billions 
to free schools in England is bleeding 
state-run schools dry.

This is on top of real terms school 
funding cuts that threaten to slash  
£3 billion from schools every year 
until 2020. 

School buildings are in dire need 
of investment (see below). The gov-
ernment estimates it would cost  
£6.7 billion to restore all buildings to 
satisfactory or better condition.

Yet instead of funding that, it 
plans to spend £9.7 billion on free 
schools, which are state-funded but 
privately-run.

Buying up land for free school 
sites is making the Department for 
Education (DfE) “one of the largest 
land purchasers in the country”.

The DfE has bought 175 sites at an 
average cost of £4.9 million. Twenty 
four cost over £10 million each. 
And on average the DfE “has paid  
19 percent more than official land 
valuations, with 20 sites costing  
60 percent more”.

Expensive
This is one reason why free school 
places “are more expensive” than 
places provided by local authorities. 

The DfE has put aside “an  
average of about £25,900” for every 
free school place. 

Yet it only gave local authorities 
“approximately £12,300 for each 
place created” in recent years. And 
the cost of primary free school places 
rose by 51 percent in a four-year 
period. The rise for secondary places 
was 76 percent.

The DfE, ever looking for ways to 
waste cash, is “buying land in areas 
where free schools have not been 
approved”. By December last year 
it had spent £206.5 million on such 
sites. 

The government is even giving the 
green light to free schools “where 
there is no demographic need”. 

Some 21 percent of secondary 
free schools “are in local authorities 
where no new capacity is needed”.

And the DfE is using “some  
funding for purposes other than 

improving school buildings”. 
“For 2016/17 it has allocated  

£90 million (20 percent of the amount 
available) to projects expanding  
academy schools,” the NAO said.

The DfE estimates that over half 
of the new places in mainstream free 
schools opening between 2015 and 
2021 “will create spare capacity”. 

This means there are more places 
than the number needed to give 
every pupil a place. This can “affect 
pupil numbers, and funding, in  
neighbouring schools”. 

The report said, “Of the 282 
schools potentially affected by 
free schools opening in 2015,  
149 were rated good or outstanding 
by Ofsted.”

The splurge on free schools 
has nothing to do with improving  
education or saving money—and  
everything to do with privatisation.

No funding for 
the furniture

 LABOUR’S Building 
Schools for the 

Future programme had a 
budget of £55 billion.

The Tories’ Priority 
School Building 
Programme has just 
£4.3 billion. It hopes to 
get another £700 million 
from “private finance”.

The Tories have saved 
money by “not funding 
some items” such as 
furniture. Schools are 
also cheaper because 
they are smaller.

On other pages...
The crisis in health and social care is 
on a cliff edge>>pages 10&11

 SCHOOLS need 
replacing—and 

fast—with a crisis in 
the condition of school 
buildings. 

An estimated 
40 percent of schools 
were built between  
1945 and 1976.

They were only 
designed to last 60 
years.

The DfE estimates 
that the cost of 
returning all buildings 
to satisfactory or better 
condition will double in 
the next five years.

In the mean time 
schools are falling apart.

 COUNCIL grants for 
education are due 

to be scrapped.
The Tories are 

scrapping funding for 
the Education Services 
Grant, which funds local 
authority school support 
services.

Local authorities 
“are losing staff with 
important knowledge 
and skills”. 

The report added, 
“Academy trusts are 
unlikely to be able to 
compensate.”

Socialist Worker  1 March 2017
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IN BRIEF 

Rotherham unites 
against racist EDL
UP TO 400 people joined 
together in a display of unity 
against the racist English 
Defence League (EDL) in 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire, 
last Saturday.

While the EDL mustered 
80, trade unions and local 
councillors stood with 
Rotherham Unite Against 
Fascism. Speakers included 
Labour MP Sarah Champion.
Talia Trew
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk 

Telford says no to 
Nazi Britain First 
AROUND 150 people joined 
the Shropshire and Telford 
Trades Council and Unite 
Against Fascism (UAF) rally 
in Telford last Saturday. It was 
opposing a Nazi Britain First 
march in the town.
lUnite Against Fascism in Alloa 
plans to protest against the 
Scottish Defence on 11 March 
Details on Edinburgh Against 
the Racist SDL

Protest at far right 
gallery in Hackney
OVER 200 people protested 
against the far right LD50 
gallery in Hackney, east 
London, last Saturday. 

Protesters made clear 
that this was the start of a 
campaign to shut down LD50.
lFor more information go to 
shutdownld50.tumblr.com

London Bridge staff 
balloted for strikes 
TUBE WORKERS’ union RMT 
is to ballot station staff across 
the London Bridge group of 
stations after one member 
was sacked and two others 
disciplined for intervening to 
stop a serious assault last 
November.

Inquiry into death  
of Anthony Grainger
WITNESSES FROM Cheshire 
Police are due to be called 
before a public inquiry into 
the death of Anthony Grainger 
this week.

A firearms officer from 
Greater Manchester Police 
shot dead Anthony in Culceth, 
Cheshire, on 3 March 2012. 
Eleanor Claxton-Mayer 

North and South 
housing protests
HOUSING ACTIVISTS in 
Lambeth have called a protest 
to oppose the south London 
Labour council’s attempts to 
demolish Central Hill estate. 
lGo to savecentralhill.org.uk

nCAMPAIGNERS against 
Haringey council’s plans to 
redevelop seven estates in the 
north London borough are set 
to hold a lobby of a council 
meeting this Thursday.

Ten Labour councillors 
have rebelled and signed for 
a “call-in”, meaning there will 
be further scrutiny.
l6pm, Thursday 2 March, 
Haringey Civic Centre, N22 8LE

Show of solidarity for 
Picturehouse pickets 
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

AS THE rich prepared to dish 
out awards to those at the top 
of the film industry, cinema 
worker struck to get higher 
pay for those at the bottom.

Around 100 people 
joined a protest in Leicester 
Square, central London, last 
Saturday—the day before the 
Oscars. 

It was part of a walkout by 
members of the Bectu section 
of the Prospect union at four 
Picturehouse cinemas in 
London. 

They are demanding 
that Picturehouse owners 
Cineworld pay them the 
London Living Wage of £9.75 
an hour. 

Alasdair, who works at the 
Hackney Picturehouse in east 
London, told Socialist Worker, 
“The main purpose of today is 
to announce an official boycott 

of Cineworld cinemas.
“Tomorrow they’re 

celebrating the stars, but today 
we want to put a spotlight 
on the workers in the film 
industry.”

A boycott could make a big 
difference at sites where the 
campaign has local support, 
such as the Ritzy cinema in 
Brixton, south London. 

But it will be harder at 
Cineworld’s larger cinemas 
that are outside of the 
Picturehouse brand. 

Challenge
One of the campaign’s big 
strengths so far has been the 
militant tactics which have 
attracted workers to join the 
union rapidly. 

As Morgan from the Crouch 
End branch in north London 
explained, “We began our 
campaign six months ago. 

“Now 80 percent of people 
are in the union and the 

kitchen staff will join soon.”
At Picturehouse Central 

near Leicester Square, workers 
are recruiting colleagues to the 
union hand over fist. 

Andrea, one of the reps, 
told Socialist Worker, “A lot of 
people joined the union after 
they realised they’re not going 
to lose their jobs.

“Half of the workers at 
Central walked out today—
that’s a big improvement from 
last time.”

Everyone had stories about 
management’s attempts to put 
down the growing movement. 
Alasdair said, “They filmed us 
on the picket lines to try and 
intimidate us.”

The strikers need solidarity 
from all trade unionists—and 
support from the union’s 
leaders at every level.

Andrea said, “This is a strike 
for everyone on the minimum 
wage—we want to be at the 
vanguard of that movement.”

PROTESTING AT Leicester Square in central London Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Shutdown at Fujitsu offices
WORKERS at IT services firm 
Fujitsu struck for 24 hours 
this Tuesday with pickets 
in London, Manchester, 
Crewe, Wakefield, Stevenage, 
Bracknell and Belfast.

The Unite union members 
are fighting to save jobs 
and over union recognition, 
pay and pensions. 

Fujitsu has axed its 
“works council” for 
negotiating with workers and 
announced 1,800 job cuts.

At the Manchester 
office, temperatures 
were low but morale was 
high as over 20 workers 
joined the picket line. 

One Manchester striker 
reported that there were 
over 20 workers on the 
picket line in Crewe.

 And out of a workforce of 
ten people in Blackpool, five 
were out on the picket lines.

The national dispute 
follows 12 days of strikes 
in a local dispute in 
Manchester. Ongoing action 
short of a strike is set to 
follow Tuesday’s walkout.

Chair of Unite at Fujitsu, 
Ian Allinson, is standing in 
the union’s general secretary 
election to challenge 
incumbent Len McCluskey 
and right wing senior 
official Gerard Coyne.
Thanks to Paddy Nielsen
lSend a message of support 
to support@ourunion.org.uk  
Donations payable to 
“Manchester IT Workers 
Group” can be sent c/o John 
Wood, 50 Brooklyn Street, 
Crewe, CW2 7JF.  
Or transfer online to  
Account: 00980539, Sort 
Code: 30-91-48 and email  
support@ourunion.org.uk  
with details.

CINEMA WORKERS IT WORKERS 

Strikers on the picket line in London
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POSTAL WORKERS 

A wildcat win in Plymouth 
POSTAL WORKERS at 
West Park sorting office in 
Plymouth staged a brief 
unofficial walkout last Friday.

The CWU union members 
walked out after a worker 
had reportedly been sacked.

Branch secretary Ralph 
Ferrett told Socialist Worker, 
“We got a good deal quickly 
after a short walkout.”

nCWU UNION members 
in Dumfries, Scotland, are 
demanding a ballot after 
one of their workmates was 
sacked.

The Great King Street 
delivery office workers say it 
was an unfair punishment for 
delays in deliveries. 

Action could include an 
overtime ban or all-out strike. 

OBITUARY
Ian Paisley
1951-2017
IAN PAISLEY, who died last 
week, was a revolutionary 
socialist for over four decades 
in Barnsley, South Yorkshire. 

He joined the International 
Socialists, forerunner of 
the Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP), in 1974 as a 23 year 
old striking engineering 
worker. 

He quickly became a 
central figure in our branch 
and remained so for well over 
20 years. Partly due to ill 
health, he later became less 
involved but remained firmly 
committed to the SWP’s ideas. 

Ian was an inspiration with 
his intelligent thinking, dry 
sense of humour and warmth 
of character. 

He showed all of those 

qualities in 2014 as part of 
the South Yorkshire Freedom 
Riders’ fight to win back free 
train travel for pensioners. 

Ian became a union shop 
steward and convenor at 
Plansee Tools in Rotherham. 
In 1981 he led a seven-month 
struggle for a pay rise that 
began with workers occupying 

the factory. After a court 
order drove them out, they 
toured the country fighting 
for solidarity. 

Throughout the Miners’ 
Strike of 1984/85, Ian was 
central to organising solidarity 
in Barnsley. 

A committed anti-racist and 
anti-fascist, Ian was central 
to establishing our Anti Nazi 
League branch. When the 
Northern Irish loyalist bigot 
also called Ian Paisley spoke in 
his village, Ian led the protests.

Music and education 
were two of his passions. 
He worked for many years 
at Northern College, a local 
adult education college.

We will miss him. Our 
thoughts are with his partner 
Rose, his four children and 
their families.
Dave Gibson for 
Barnsley SWP 

Ian Paisley 

TRANSPORT

BA crew call fresh strikes
BRITISH AIRWAYS “mixed 
fleet” cabin crew have 
called a seven-day strike 
from Friday of this week to 
Thursday of next.

This follows a four-
day strike that ended this 
Monday. It would bring the 
running total of strike days 
to 26 in the Unite union 
members’ fight against 
poverty pay. 

Pickets were in high 
spirits in Glasgow. Workers 
are all based near London 
Heathrow, but they have 
organised to have a presence 
at other airports handling a 
lot of BA flights.

Unite rep Gareth Theobald 
told Socialist Worker, 
“Members are still coming 
out day after day—the recent 
announcement on BA’s 
profits has enraged people.”

BA’s owner IAG saw its 
profits soar by a third since 
last year, it was announced 
last week. 

Workers protested at the 
BBC and ITV last week about 
their failure to highlight the 
scandal.

Unite has said it will 
call off the next strikes in 
exchange for further talks. 
But Gareth said it would take 
a “significant uplift across all 
areas” of pay to satisfy the 
strikers.

“People are so reliant 
on their bonuses and flying 
allowances that if there’s 
disruption to flights, such 
as the volcanic ash cloud 
in 2010, they only have 
£12,000 to live on,” he 
explained.
lTo send messages and 
donations go to bit.ly/2lgs0Ou
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DISTRIBUTION WORKERS

DHL workers strike back 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

WAREHOUSE WORKERS in Solihull 
and Leeds struck back against dis-
graced tycoon Sir Philip Green last 
Friday.

P i c k e t s  i n  S o l i h u l l  n e a r 
Birmingham, who struck three times 
against poverty pay last December, 
were boosted by fellow GMB union 
members in Leeds striking with them 
this time around.

John, a GMB member in Solihull, 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s good that 
Leeds are out with us because it 
makes it harder for management.”

Dave, another worker, agreed, “We 
have an impact because there’s a big 
backlog afterwards.

“But they have a lot of agency staff 
working for them so having another 
depot out puts more pressure on 
them.”

The workers are fighting for the 
Living Wage of £8.45 an hour, but 
their anger goes much deeper than 
poverty pay.

Bill, a worker at the Solihull site, 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s just man-
agement’s general attitude that’s 
the problem. The working condi-
tions have deteriorated a lot since I 

started many years ago. They sent 
out a survey asking what they could 
improve, but we’ve not heard any-
thing about it since and I doubt we 
will.”

From the two depots the workers 
keep the Arcadia Group’s retail empire 
stocked across the West Midlands and 
Yorkshire. 

The pressure is constantly on—every 
day they ship out hundreds of orders to 
high streets names such as Top Shop 
and Miss Selfridge.

John said, “We get our perfor-
mance assessed every week.

“You could be on 100 percent or 
more for months, but if you drop 
down below 85 percent just once 
management are down like a tonne 
of bricks.”

The company has a core workforce 
on permanent contracts and then 
hires agency workers on flexible con-
tracts during “peak” times such as the 
run-up to Christmas.

In Leeds there were over 50 workers 

on three picket lines and there was a 
similar turnout in Solihull.

Workers who aren’t in the union, 
such as those working for agencies, 
are beginning to show support. 

Workers struck again last Sunday. 
They are showing that it’s possible  
to build the union and resist the 
bosses in an industry that’s tough to 
organise.

Every trade unionist should sup-
port their fight.
Thanks to Steve Johnston

EDUCATION

FE lecturers 
defend rep 
in London...
by SADIE ROBINSON

WORKERS BRAVED stormy 
picket lines at the College 
of north west London on 
Thursday of last week and 
struck to defend their union 
rep. It follows a 24-hour 
walkout last month.

Bosses suspended UCU 
union branch secretary Indro 
Sen in October last year. 

Workers see it as an 
attempt to weaken the union 
so bosses can ram through 
cuts and a merger with the 
City of Westminster College.

Sen told Socialist Worker, 
“I was suspended on  
10 October. On 12 October 
there was a governors’ 

meeting to agree to the 
merger. The timing is so 
obvious.”

The official reason for 
Sen’s suspension is that 
he took unauthorised leave 
to attend a meeting with a 
sacked worker. 

“My line manager arranged 
cover for it,” said Sen. 
“Another manager sat next to 
me in the meeting.” 

Support worker Angela 
has been at the college for 
13 years. “Sen has always 
defended staff and has 
been so active in fighting 
compulsory redundancies,” 
she told Socialist Worker.

“I think this is a deliberate 
ploy to attack the head of the 
union.”

But workers remain 
determined. Sen said, 
“We had a branch meeting 
yesterday and declared a 
further dispute over fraud.”
lSome names have been 
changed. To join the campaign 
email defendsencampaign@
gmail.com

...and in 
Edinburgh
EDINBURGH College 
lecturers in the EIS union 
were set to strike on 
Thursday over the sacking 
of a colleague. Management 
vetoed witnesses and 
breached procedures.

Since its formation by 
merger in 2012, the college 
has lost millions due to 
management misspending on 
severance payments. 

The college has been 
haemorrhaging students. 
It is under investigation by 
the Scottish Parliament for 
claiming funds it was not 
entitled to.

Senior management is 
lashing out at staff in a bid 
to weaken the EIS. 

They initiated disciplinary 
processes against the EIS 
branch secretary but backed 
off when there was an 

80 percent vote to strike in 
an indicative ballot. 

But the sacked colleague 
was not reinstated. A further 
statutory ballot followed 
which produced a similar 
result.

Pay ballot
AN INDICATIVE ballot of 
EIS Fela union members in 
Scottish FE colleges was set 
to end on Friday. 

It was called in response 
to college bosses’ attempts 
to renege on a pay deal last 
year. The result could lead 
to strikes if bosses refuse to 
honour the deal.

Reject lies
SCOTTISH education union 
EIS has produced booklets on 
the myths of immigration for 
teachers to use with students 
of different ages.
lGo to bit.ly/2m6REdc

DHL WORKERS on the picket line in Solihull Picture: SocialiSt Worker

A council on 
the march
MANCHESTER councillors 
and MPs joined campaigners 
on the streets at a 500-strong 
march against austerity and 
cuts in Manchester last week. 

The torchlit demonstration, 
called by Labour councillors, was 
supported by the NUT teachers’ 
union. Deputy general secretary 
of the NUT, Kevin Courtney, told 
the rally of the Tory plans to cut 
education.

“Over £1 million is to be cut 
at Whalley Range Girls School,” 
he said. “That’s 32 teachers. We 
must unite and fight.” Every 
school in the city is facing cuts.
Mark Krantz

TOWER HAMLETS

Bad budget
A LOBBY of Tower Hamlets 
council in east London 
attracted activists from 
across the borough on 
Wednesday of last week.

Called by the People’s 
Assembly and supported 
by trade unions and local 
campaigns, it was in 
response to the full council 
budget-setting meeting.

Resistance centres around 
a 5 percent council tax 
increase—on top of last year’s 
4 percent—and the closure of 
children’s and youth services 
across the borough. Three 
petitions were presented.
Danny Singer

 No bowing down in Bowdon
TEACHERS AT Bollin 
Primary School in Bowdon, 
Cheshire, struck on 
Thursday of last week.

The NUT union members 
plan a further five days 
of strikes in their fight 
over workload and the 
way the school is run.

Trafford council has said 
there is “clear evidence” that 

governors have failed to deal 
with “numerous” complaints 
from teachers and parents.

Nearly 950 people have 
signed an online petition 
calling for the removal 
of the head teacher.

Workers have been raising 
concerns since last autumn.
lSend messages of support to 
bps.nut@gmail.com

Stop cuts, say students 
PARENTS WERE out 
leafleting across Britain last 
Saturday against proposed 
education funding cuts of 
£664 a child annually.

In Crouch End, north 
London, families from 
Coleridge School were 
out protesting. Molly was 
leafleting with her parents 

and brother Jimmy. 
“These cuts mean we 

won’t be able to do all 
the fun things we do 
at school,” she said. 

Molly’s mum Naome 
was concerned about 
losing teaching assistants.
Susie Helme
lGo to schoolcuts.org.uk

FIGHTING THE CUTS

COUNCIL WORKERS

School staff 
protest in 
Durham
AROUND 200 teaching 
assistants (TAs) protested 
outside Durham County Hall 
on Friday of last week. It was 
the culmination of a week of 
protests during half term.

The Labour-run council’s 
plan to sack and rehire TAs in 
County Durham is on hold.

But the letters the council 
sent—which detail 23 percent 
pay cuts—are only suspended 
as talks take place.

Durham TA Lisa said at the 
protest, “For me that threat’s 
still hanging because the 
council won’t withdraw those 
letters, they’ve only suspended 
them.

“We’re not going away.”
TAs struck four days last 

year after pushing union 
officials to ballot. They forced 
the council to back down from 
sacking them on 31 December.

Labour hopes the issue can 
be calmed down in time for the 
May council elections but TAs 
won’t let them off the hook.
Raymie Kiernan
lTAs have called a national 
solidarity demonstration in 
Durham on Saturday 25 March. 
For details see bit.ly/2mmEclL

GLASGOW

Janitors are 
back out
GLASGOW janitors began 
another two-week strike 
last Wednesday.

The Unison union members 
had already struck for 62 days 
since last March before their 
latest walkout.

The union said proposals to 
end the dispute from Cordia—a 
council-run firm—were “not 
good enough”. The proposals 
include clustering janitors 
across more than one school.

Unison said, “Leaving 
schools without a janitor 
at certain points of the day 
compromises so many aspects 
of health and safety, security, 
etc. One school, one janitor 
is the best way to provide the 
service.”

The union said it offered 
Cordia “a way out of the 
current industrial dispute” but 
Cordia rejected it.

KIRKLEES

UNISON members working in 
children’s services at Kirklees 
Council were set for a  
one-hour strike on Thursday 
of this week starting at 3pm.

The dispute is over pay, 
workloads, accommodation, 
IT systems, agency staff 
and a travel plan.

The council insists people 
reapply for their jobs.

The struggle to get the 
union to reinstate meaningful 
industrial action to win 
the dispute continues.

SCHOOLS
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 RESIST THE TORY 
WAVE OF RACISM
Deportations, attacks on refugees and plans to end European Union freedom of movement 
rules show the Tories true face—but they can be challenged, writes Dave Sewell 
GRIM confirmation of the 
cruelty of Britain’s racist laws 
came this week as a woman 
was deported despite living 
here for 30 years.

 Irene Clennell was “forci-
bly removed” to Singapore on 
Sunday with just £12 in her 
pocket and no chance to con-
sult her lawyer or say goodbye 
to her British husband.

She had leave to remain, 
but lost it after she went to 
care for her dying parents in 
Singapore. 

Tightened rules on visas 
for spouses require couples 
to prove “uninterrupted” 
residence.

However campaigning can 
make a difference and there 
was good news this week 
that another deportation had 
been halted.

Shiromini Satkunarajah, 
was arrested last week and 
was set to be put on a plane 
to the country of her birth, 
Sri Lanka on Tuesday.

Late on Monday night the 
Home Office confirmed the 
removal had been deferred 
and Satkunarajah and her 

mother were freed from 
Yarl’s Wood immigration 
removal centre.

The decision followed a 
campaign with over 100,000 
people signing a petition call-
ing for daughter and mother 

to be allowed to stay. 
But the tide of racism from 

the Tories and the establish-
ment is growing. 

Tory MP Pauline Latham 
said in a parliamentary 
debate last week that critics 

of the government’s decision 
to close the door on refugee 
children from Calais should 
“stop being sentimental”. 

Meanwhile the Supreme 
Court last week rejected a 
legal challenge to rules that 

say British citizens must 
earn at least £18,600 a year 
in order to apply for foreign-
born spouses to join them.

There has even been 
speculation this week that 
freedom of movement 
rights for new migrants 
from the EU could be ended 
in as little as two weeks.  

Home secretary Amber 
Rudd said on Saturday that 
“we will be leaving free 
movement as we know it” 
after Britain exits the EU.

Some government 
sources suggested this 
process of removing 
rights could start as soon 
as parliament passes 
the government’s bill to 
implement Article 50 
of the Lisbon Treaty. 

This is expected to 
occur around 15 March.

However other sources 
said removing freedom 
of movement would be 
delayed until later

All this takes place even 
though the Tories know full 
well that migrant workers are 
essential to the economy.

Faced with lobbying from 
big business, Brexit secretary 
David Davis said it will take 
“years and years” to do with-
out EU migrants. 

But the bosses will not 
hold the Tories back.

May and the rich use 
racism and nationalism, par-
ticularly as a way to divert 
resentment at austerity and 
economic crisis.

Building the biggest possi-
ble turnout on the Stand Up 
To Racism 18 March demon-
strations in London, Glasgow, 
and Cardiff is essential to 
resist the Tories’ clampdown.

Stand Up To Racism joint 
secretary Weyman Bennett 
told Socialist Worker, “We 
must stop Theresa May from 
stealing the clothes of Ukip 
and Donald Trump, and using 
racism to try and win votes. 

“We must stand in solidar-
ity with all migrants and EU 
workers.”

IRENE CLENNELL—deported after she left Britain temporarily to care for dying relatives 

 Fatal border laws—over 100 people died last week
REFUGEES, volunteers 
and activists gathered in 
Calais, northern France, 
last week for the funeral 
of the latest victim of 
Britain’s border controls.

Ethiopian refugee 
John Sina, born Jamal 
Saami Humad, was killed 
on the A16 motorway 
trying to get into 
Britain on 21 January. 

He was just 20 
years old.

Despite the destruction 
of the Calais “jungle” 
refugees, including 
many young people, 
have returned to Calais 
in desperation.

He’s not the only one 
killed by politicians’ 
refusal to allow safe, 
legal migration to 

desperate refugees.
A plaque was unveiled 

in nearby Norrent-Fontes 
the previous week in 
memory of Mohammed 
Elsareg, a Sudanese 
refugee beaten to death 

by traffickers last year.
A man electrocuted on 

the roof of a train from 
Italy into France became 
the sixth such death in 
recent months last week.

The worst tragedies 

were in Libya.
Some 74 bodies washed 

up near the western city 
of Zawiya, and more than 
45 people drowned near 
the town of Al-Motrad. 

At least 12 migrants 
seeking to reach Europe 
died and others were 
hospitalised from 
suffocation and crushing 
after being found locked 
in a shipping container 
at the city of Al-Khums.

These deaths are the 
known consequence of a 
policy of border closures 
that forces refugees to 
risk their lives in the sea, 
the desert or in the hands 
of exploitative traffickers.

And they will 
continue until the 
borders are opened.

Pretend you’re straight, 
gay refugees are told
NEW HOME Office 
guidelines say gay asylum 
seekers can be deported 
to Afghanistan—where 
homosexuality is illegal 
and “wholly taboo”—
because they can 
pretend to be straight.

Both the Afghan 
state and Taliban rebels 
ban homosexuality.

The document admits 
that lesbians and men 
“with what may be seen 
as feminine traits” would 
be at serious risk.

But those gay men who 
“would not attract or seek 
to cause public outrage” 
would face no “real risk”.

The conclusion is 
that “it may be a safe 
and viable option” 
to deport them.

Britain’s wars 
turned Afghanistan 
into a hellhole. 

But it seems there’s 
no level the government 
won’t stoop to in order to 
stop Afghans fleeing it.

The Tory government 
is constantly seeking 
new methods—however 
spurious—to declare that 
countries are “safe” and 
that therefore there is no 
need for asylum claims.

The result will be 
further oppression.

French police arrest a refugee outside a Catholic aid agency

 On other pages
Fighting back against  
racism >> page 7
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