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 NO TO AUSTERITY,
 RACISM AND WAR

by CHARLIE KIMBER

THERESA MAY has called 
for a general election on 
8 June—it means we have 
a chance to get her rotten 
Tory government out.

We can’t allow the Tories 
five more years to savage the 
NHS, destroy education, drive 
down living standards and 
whip up racism.

We can’t allow this govern-
ment of bosses and bankers to 
grab more money for the rich 
and to entrench the top 1 per-
cent’s power.

The pundits will say that 
May is guaranteed to win, 
but none of them foresaw the 
shocks that have swept the 
last year.

Less than a month ago a 
government spokesperson 
said, “There has been no 
change in our position on an 

early general election—that 
there isn’t going to be one.”

May’s official spokesperson 
added, “We have been clear 
that there isn’t going to be 
an early general election. The 
prime minister is getting on 
with delivering the will of the 
British people.”

The move now is a recogni-
tion that there are major battles 
to come—and that she can’t be 
sure of getting her way.

She hopes to gain a 
big enough majority to 
ride out the reality of the 
Brexit talks which will

>> turn to page 3

Jeremy Corbyn—left is popular
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 Make and drone the 
Raytheon way in Fife
WEAPONS OF mass 
destruction maker 
Raytheon is teaching 
schoolchildren how to 
build drones. Apparently 
this is to encourage them 
to pursue a career in 
science and the aerospace 
industry.

The US firm is working 
with Fife council to expand 
its “quadcopter challenge”.

It provides  
drone-making equipment, 
sends industry 
ambassadors 
to schools 
and offers 
site visits 
and work 
experience to 
pupils at its 
biggest facility 
in Glenrothes.

Speaking at a STEM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) 
Conference in Edinburgh, 
Raytheon’s Sinead 
O’Donnell said, “The 
Raytheon UK quadcopter 
challenge provides 
students in each school 
with the opportunity to 
participate in a STEM 
based engineering 
challenge. They have the 
opportunity to build a fully 
operational, four bladed, 

multi-rotor, 
unmanned air 
system—or 
drone.”

Whether 
the company 
provide the 
corpses is 
unclear. 

Spooks sat and watched in 
secret murder trial of spy
A FORMER spy who says 
he carried out a killing 
while mentally disturbed 
by his job was intimidated 
by the presence of MI5 
officers at his trial.

The man, a British Muslim 
who cannot not be identified, 
pleaded guilty in 2012 to 
manslaughter on the grounds 
of diminished responsibility 
because of post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

The judge accepted he 
had the condition, but he 
was convicted of murder and 
jailed for 19 years.

A legal document outlin-
ing grounds for his appeal 
has emerged. 

It says his evidence was 
undermined by the “intimi-
dating presence” of two MI5 
officers in the courtroom. 
One was his former handler. 
They were positioned behind 
the prosecuting counsel, 

directly in his line of sight, 
when he spoke in court, the 
document says. It adds, “It 
is not difficult to see how 
this may have affected him 
psychiatrically and caused 
impact upon his evidence.”

The man was said by his 
QC to have served Britain in 
a significant way.

He had spied for MI5 on 
university students and wor-
shippers at his mosque.

“They were paying me. 

Money was never a problem,” 
he said. “I was given tasks 
every week. I mainly targeted 
mosques in my local area. I’d 
make friends with people and 
join meetings.

“I would gather names, 
addresses and mobile num-
bers and pass them on.

He said he had devel-
oped PTSD after infiltrating 
Al-Qaida on the orders of 
MI5 and MI6. Going under-
cover in Pakistan and Egypt, 
he said, had left him mentally 
disturbed. 

He was at one point 
arrested by Pakistan intelli-
gence. He said “I was beaten 
every day for over a month. 
I lost teeth and had my toe-
nails pulled out by pliers.”

The killing he committed 
was not apparently con-
nected to his work for British 
intelligence. But the details 
are a secret.

lUKIP WERE hoping to take 
their third seat in the five 

member north ward of Haverhill 
Town Council in a by-election.

Instead their hopeful has been 
automatically disqualified because 
they filled out the registration 
form incorrectly. They invalidated 
their form by writing Ukip, rather 
than the party’s full name.

l LORD PETER Mandelson has a good 
reason to sing the praises of the EU. 

EU rules say that his rather hefty 
pension is dependent on observing a 
“duty of loyalty” to the project even 
after leaving his post. Taking a brief 
moment of time off from try to organise 
a coup against Jeremy Corbyn, he told 
a German paper, “Forget Great Britain: 
take care of your own interests”. 

Trump’s secret golf 
cart costs mount up
THE US Secret Service 
has spent more than 
£27,000 on golf cart 
rentals at president 
Trump’s Mar-a-
Lago resort since 
his inauguration. 

Purchase orders 
show £27,953 in costs 
for renting golf carts 
during Trump’s frequent 
visits to Palm Beach. 

Trump has played 
several rounds of golf  
at his clubs, 
including in 
Florida and 
Virginia. 

They have 
cost more 
than  
£15 million.

lFLORIDA restaurant 
inspectors found 

potentially dangerous 
raw fish in two 
broken down fridges 
at Mar-a-Lago.

Inspectors found  
13 violations at the 
fancy club’s kitchen. The 
club charges £160,000 
in joining fees.

Three of the violations 
were deemed “high 
priority,” meaning that 

they could 
allow the 
presence 
of illness-
causing 
bacteria 
on plates 
served in the 
dining room.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Our message to 
meddling leaders 
of Spain and the 
EU … UP YOURS 
SENORS’
The Sun newspaper

‘Footage has 
emerged showing 
some supporters 
chanting 
‘you Spanish 
b*******, 
Gibraltar is ours’
Also The Sun newspaper. They 
didn’t see any link 

‘We have to work 
with evil people’
Former Tory minister 
Malcom Rifkind explains why 
it is right to bomb things and 
why Britain should work with 
Syrian dictator Assad  

‘The French 
National Front 
is tougher on 
anti-semitism 
than the British 
Labour Party’
Observer newspaper columnist 
Nick Cohen continues his fight 
to save the Labour Party from 
itself 

‘I have asked that 
people do not 
vote for me’
Labour Scarborough council 
candidate Sean Rowel calls on 
people not to vote for him after 
Labour stand two candidates 
in a one seat ward

Coporals need 
punishment 
SAM KILEY, the foreign 
affairs editor of Sky News, 
wrote a blog “Thin-
skinned Millennials need a 
spanking”.

 He said, “These days, 
the public schools can no 
more produce the sort of 
chap capable of running a 
large chunk of Africa at 21 
with the assistance only 
of supernatural self-belief, 
and a passion for Ovid, 
than they can turn out 
a youngster capable of 
putting a kettle on without 
the supervision of a 
Filipina.”

His unsurprising 
solution apart from six 
of the best is a return of 
“national service”.

Number of 
playgrounds 
slides  
HUNDREDS of playgrounds  
have shut since the Tories 
took office.  
    Hundreds more are 
earmarked for closure 
before the next election.

Spending on parks has 
been cut by 92 percent.

A report from the 
Association of Play 
Industries who make 
their cash out of building 
playgrounds is damning
l1 in 3 councils had to 
remove play facilities 
between 2010 and 2014
l214 playgrounds 
were closed by 65 local 
authorities between 2014 
and 2016
l234 playgrounds are 
earmarked for closure 
by 60 local authorities 
between 2016 and 2019.

THE HOME of British intelligence 

One for every school Trump in a cart

KNOW YOUR 
ENEMY
No. 94567 
Kelvin MacKenzie 
The Sun columnist and 
former editor
lMacKenzie has been 
suspended after a racist 
rant about Everton 
footballer Ross Barkley
lHe wrote the Sun front 
page “The Truth” in 1989, 
which smeared Liverpool 
football fans after the 
Hillsborough disaster. 
lThe Guardian newspaper 
describes him as from 
“working class stock”. He 
went to the private Alleyn’s 
School—£16,000 a year.



‘Tweaks’ to 
benefits hit 
thousands
THE NUMBER of people 
refused disability benefits 
has seen a massive spike in 
the past year.

Some 83,000 people 
were given zero points for 
eligibility for benefits in the 
six months between April 
and October last year, new 
figures from the Labour Party 
show. 

The figure had been 
93,000 for the previous  
12 months.

The total for those given 
zero points for at least one 
component of disability 
benefits in 2016-2017 is 

expected to pass 200,000.
Tory benefit cuts are 

described as mere “tweaks” 
by the government. George 
Freeman, chair of Theresa 
May’s policy board, said 
that money would go to the 
“really disabled”.

But they are making cuts 
of £3.7 billion to the personal 
independence payment 
(Pip), based on badly flawed 
assessments. Of those 
decisions brought to tribunal 
on appeal, 65 percent are 
overturned.

These attacks on benefits 
and disability must be 
resisted.
Eleanor Claxton-Mayer

A chance to end Tory rule 
—kick May out on 8 June
>> continued from page 1
set the Tories against one another. 
She also wants more backing to 
deny an independence referendum 
in Scotland.

Some of the wiser heads in the 
government will also sense that the 
pent-up anger over austerity will not 
lay dormant for ever. 

They believe it’s better to have an 
election now before everyone sees 
the brutal truth about the health and 
social care crisis, schools cutting staff 
and so much more. 

The next six weeks matter.  
Real power does not lie in parlia-
ment—but the result on 8 June will 
frame many of the battles to come.

Every rotten element in society—
racists, bullying managers, police 
chiefs, admirers of Donald Trump—
will want to see the Tories celebrat-
ing outside Downing Street.

Confidence
A victory for Labour will boost 
the confidence of working class 
people to fight and to pressure the 
government.

It will raise the question of a soci-
ety that breaks from austerity.

The Tories say every vote cast for 
them will make the Brexit process 
better for everyone. The opposite is 
true.

To win a Brexit that serves the 
interests of the majority rather than 
the bosses means dumping the Tories.  

Some of the Labour right would 
prefer the Tories to win than to see 
Corbyn in Downing Street. They will 
have to be pushed aside.

Labour’s campaign would be 
stronger if it was uncompromising 
and directed firmly towards the inter-
est of working class people.

Labour will win only if it inspires 
people and gives them hope of real 
change. 

The party lost in the 2015 elec-
tion because it was for austerity-lite 
and because it snubbed strikes and 

protests. And Labour councils must 
stop implementing Tory cuts and 
attacking their workers.

Opposition 
Let’s now see policies such as the £10 
an hour minimum wage, taxing the 
rich, opposition to war and funding 
for schools and hospitals. 

Building a million council houses, 
fighting racism, ending privatisa-
tion, taking back rail and the Royal 
Mail should also be at the very centre  

of the campaign. “Moderation” is the 
enemy. 

Labour would be stronger if it 
could raise slogans such as—“For 
the NHS, not Trident missiles”, 
“Chuck out the parasites, take over 
the banks”.

And the union leaders should be 
stepping up strikes and protests, not 
holding them back in the false belief 
that such resistance harms Labour.

We want Corbyn to win—but that 
means more struggle not less.

TORY LEADER Theresa May calls the election for 8 June Picture: PA
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BACK STORY
Tory Theresa May called a snap 
general election on 8 June
lThe move is a recognition that 
there are major battles to come—
and that she can’t be sure of 
getting her way
lWe want Corbyn to win—a 
victory for Labour will boost 
the confidence of working class 
people to fight austerity
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Warmonger 
Trump’s row 
with North 
Korea could 
prove deadly
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

WARMONGERING US president 
Donald Trump is ramping up ten-
sions across the world to assert 
the US’s global dominance. 

This imperialist posturing means 
a deadly clash with rival powers is 
much more likely. 

In his latest play, Trump has man-
ufactured a public standoff with 
North Korea.

His vice president Mike Pence 
warned that the “era of strategic 
patience” over the dictatorship’s 
nuclear tests was over. He made the 
threat on a trip to the “demilitarised 
zone”, a thin strip that has separated 
the north and south since the Korean 
War of 1950-53.

Since the war, the South Korean 
regime has been a key outpost for 
US imperialism in Asia. 

The US and South Korea held 
their “largest ever” joint military 
exercises near the North Korean 
border last week. 

Drill
Over 17,000 US and 300,000 South 
Korean troops took part and the US 
Air Force then had a “surprise” drill 
at the Kadena airbase in Japan.

It comes after Trump sent a group 
of naval war ships, including the 
“supercarrier” USS Carl Vinson, to 
the Korean peninsula. 

These war games are as much a 
propaganda show of force as they 
are military training. 

North Korean dictator Kim 
Jong-un retaliated promising an 
“annihilating-strike” if tensions 
ramp up further. North Korea’s 
ruling class, increasingly isolated 
after the Cold War, began develop-
ing nuclear weapons to give it inter-
national leverage.

It has tested two nuclear bombs 
and a number of missiles in the last 
year—but its latest missile test last 
Sunday failed.  

The first parts of the US-built 
THAAD “missile defence system” 
began arriving in South Korea last 
week. While China has been trying 
to rein in its ally North Korea, it 
has come out strongly against the 

deployment.   
Trump’s dangerous posturing is 

about more than North Korea.
The South China Sea is becom-

ing an arena of increasing imperial-
ist tension and competition between 
the US, China, Japan and other 
states. The USS Carl Vinson and 
THAAD are designed to send a clear 
message to China’s rulers. 

Since the end of the Cold War the 
US has faced increasing competition 
from rising powers such as China. 

It hoped that a brutal assertion 
of military might would overcome 
this, but the US defeat in Iraq had 
the opposite effect. 

Reeling from this defeat, former 
US president Barack Obama relied 
on building up regional alliances 
and made a “pivot towards Asia”, 
recognising that China would be its 
biggest rival. 

Trump wants to go back to the 
Iraq-style “go it alone” policies—
hoping use of force will send a mes-
sage to its rivals. This won’t solve the 
US’s problems, but it makes a deadly 
confrontation more likely. 

It shows up the reality of impe-
rialism—risking millions of lives for 
our rulers’ interests. 

BACK STORY
US president Donald Trump has 
been upping the pressure on 
North Korea, risking a major war
lThe US deployed a strike group, 
held large military exercises 
and begun installing a missile 
“defence” system in South Korea
lThis follows Trump’s missile 
strike on Syria earlier this month 
after the regime broke one of the 
“red lines” laid down by the US
lA well-publicised attack with a 
large bomb on Isis in Afghanistan 
also showed off US might

PART OF the Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group, which Trump has sent to the Korean peninsula 

US bomb in Afghanistan lays bare 
murderous reality of imperialism
THE US Air Force dropped the 
largest ordinary bomb used in a 
war, the GBU/43-B, in Nangarhar 
in Afghanistan last Thursday. 

Known as the “Mother of all 
bombs”, its murderous potential 
is only outmatched by the nuclear 
bombs the US dropped on Japan 
in 1945.

This was the US trying to 
assert its global dominance over 
its rivals and demonstrate its 
military superiority. 

The GBU/43-B has a mile-wide 
blast radius and left a mushroom 
cloud that could be seen for  
20 miles around.

The US originally developed 
it as a psychological weapon—a 
more advanced version of the 
bombs used to terrorise Vietnam 
during the 1960s and 70s. 

This shows up the hypocrisy 
of Trump and world leaders who 
wept crocodile tears after the 
Syrian regime’s latest atrocity. 

They use atrocities to launch 
imperialist wars—and then lock 
people out who flee from them.

The US military and Afghan 
government claim it was 

targeting an Isis tunnel complex 
and only killed 36 “Isis militants”. 
But this is the standard line after 
bombings and civilian deaths may 
yet emerge (see top right). 

The US has occupied 
Afghanistan for 16 years—and 
now wants to send “a few 
thousand more” troops. 

Meanwhile, the Iraqi military 
began its final assault on Mosul 
last Friday. This is also part of the 
US and other powers trying to 
assert their interests in Iraq and 

Syria—and could see them come 
to blows with one another.

The US built up regional 
alliances to fight against Isis, 
a force that grew out of the 
sectarianism produced by the US 
occupation of Iraq. 

Now Trump, who promised to 
“bomb the shit out of Isis”, puts 
these precarious alliances at risk.  

The bombing in Afghanistan 
shows how Trump’s posturing 
could cause the mother of all 
wars.

Bashar al-Assad

Civilians will have died in 
impoverished Nangarhar
by GUY SMALLMAN, a 
photojournalist who has 
visited Nangarhar province 
several times 

CLAIMS BY the US Air 
Force last Friday that 
dropping a Massive 
Ordnance Air Blast 
(MOAB) bomb would 
have avoided civilian 
casualties are absurd.

Nangarhar province 
borders Pakistan and 
is typical of rural 
areas in Afghanistan, 
with small farming 
communities that are 
desperately poor. 

Water
Just 8 percent 
of households in 
Nangarhar have clean 
drinking water and 
most have no mains 
electricity.

Armed anti-
government forces 
across Afghanistan 
have long based 
themselves in rural 
areas among the 
civilian population. 

The villages in 

question are beyond 
the reach of the 
authorities and the 
locals end up often 
reluctantly hosting 
insurgent groups.

The Momand 
Dara district where 
Trump’s weapon of 
mass destruction was 
dropped is home to 
over 42,000 people.

The bomb itself 
would have killed 
everything within a 
mile of its detonation 
and caused serious 
injury much further 
afield with an 
explosion equivalent 
to 11 tons of TNT. 

The claims that just 
36 Isis fighters died 
are preposterous.

Despite being 
sworn enemies of 
the bomb’s intended 
targets, the Taliban 
have condemned the 
attack which could 
not have come at a 
worse time for their 
already faltering peace 
talks with the Afghan 
government.

Trump’s claim that 

his attack in eastern 
Afghanistan has struck 
a blow against Isis is a 
massive lie.

Firstly the Afghan 
branch of the so-called 
Islamic State has no 
actual connection to 
its namesake in Iraq 
and Syria other than 
a claim to the same 
brand.

Interests
The group is attached 
to sectarian Islamists 
in Pakistan and is 
better known for 
targeting Shia Muslim 
civilians than foreign 
interests.

In 2016 a suicide 
attack killed over  
80 Afghans from the 
mainly Shia Hazara 
tribe when they were 
protesting in Kabul 
against discrimination. 

The main Taliban 
groups have been 
fighting a guerrilla war 
against the Afghan 
Isis group in tandem 
with their ongoing 
insurgency against the 
Afghan government.

Children in Nangarhar Picture: Guy Smallman

Carnage in new Syria attack
SOME 126 refugees, 
including at least  
68 children, were 
killed when a bomb 
tore apart their buses 
in Syria last Saturday. 

A vehicle loaded 
with explosives hit the 
refugee convoy near 
the northern town of 
Aleppo. 

It was part of 
an agreement to 
get people out of 
four towns that are 
encircled by forces 
fighting Bashar al-
Assad’s dictatorship.

No group has 
claimed responsibility 
for the attack.

Imperialism has 
helped fuel such 
brutalities in Syria—

and certainly has no 
answer to them. 

The revolution that 
began in 2011 was 
a genuine, popular 
uprising against the 
regime that saw tens 
of thousands come 

out onto the streets. 
But it militarised 

quickly—and the Assad 
regime launched a 
sectarian civil war to 
undermine it.  

Then imperialist 
and regional powers 
intervened to assert 
their own interests 
and dominance in the 
Middle East.

There is no solution 
in more Western 
bombs—or any other 
Western intervention. 

But whenever the 
guns have fallen silent, 
ordinary Syrians have 
come out onto the 
streets. 

It’s only in these 
sorts of struggles that 
hope lies.  
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STRUGGLE IS KEY TO 
BEATING THE TORIES 

 T 
HE RESULT of the 
election on 8 June will 
decide the fate of left 
wing Labour Party leader 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

If Labour loses, it will surely be 
the end of Corbyn’s leadership.

The party will go into the 
general election after its worst 
polling in at least a decade.

An opinion poll released this 
Tuesday—the day that May called 
the election—gave the Tories an 
18 point lead. 

The polling is real and cannot 
be ignored. 

But the real question is 
what has caused the collapse in 
Labour’s support—and what can 
turn it round.

The Labour right has always 
blamed Corbyn and the left. 

Right wing Middlesbrough 
MP Tom Blenkinsop, who has 
already said he won’t stand for 
re-election, blamed Corbyn for a 
council by-election defeat in his 
constituency last week.

He said Labour had lost 
“due to the leader’s name being 
mentioned on the doorstep as the 
reason why residents were not 
voting Labour”.

Right 
If Labour loses the general 
election MPs such as Blenkinsop 
will claim they were right all along. 

They will demand a right wing 
leader who will pull Labour back 
towards support for austerity, 
racism and war. They would lead 
Labour to disaster.

The collapse in Labour’s 
support began long before 
Corbyn’s leadership. 

Labour was booted out of 
government in 2010 after 13 years 
of a right wing, warmongering 
leadership.

In Scotland siding with the 
Tories against independence has 
gutted Labour’s support.  It means 
socialists there will often back left 
candidates other than Labour. 

In government Labour also 

failed to defend working class 
people’s jobs, wages and living 
standards at a time when they 
were under attack. 

In many cases, it even helped 
those attacks through—and lost 
five million votes in the process.

It can’t win back those votes 
through a pale imitation of Tory 
policies, as previous leader  
Ed Miliband found out in 2015.

On the other hand, a series of 
left wing policies announced by 
Corbyn over the past few weeks 
show an alternative. 

Policies such as a £10 an hour 
minimum wage and raising the 
top rate of tax all had a common 
theme. 

They attacked the richest in 

society not workers—and proved 
hugely popular.

Yet Labour won’t simply win by 
replacing Corbyn but keeping his 
policies, as some on its “soft left” 
claim. 

The right have shown they will 
never tolerate a left wing Labour 
Party no matter who its leader is.

Collapse 
They have worked hard to 
undermine and attack Corbyn 
at every turn, even when that 
has accelerated the collapse of 
Labour’s support.

Nor will it simply take placing 
demands on the right to unite 
behind Corbyn to see Labour win 
the election.

Labour’s crisis has come at 
a time when the level of class 
struggle is at its lowest point for 
decades. 

We want Labour to win the 
election—and win with Corbyn 
as leader.

But we also want a much 
bigger fight in the streets and 
workplaces against the racists and 
the rich. 

We want that type of struggle 
that gives a sense that society can 
change—and that the Tories can 
be beaten.

The right will not 
tolerate Labour 
being left wing no 
matter who is the 
party’s leader

‘‘ 

WE NEED a much bigger fight in the streets and workplaces  Picture: Guy Smallman

Highlights 
and themes

Donald Trump, 
the US and 
resistance

War, imperialism, 
the Middle East 
and Palestine

Jeremy Corbyn, 
Labour and the 
fight for socialism

Resisting the 
racist backlash

100 years since  
the Russian 
Revolution

Fighting 
oppression

Plus film 
showings, music, 
spoken word and 
much more...

marxismfestival.org.uk l 020 7840 5620

NEWS & COMMENT 4 5
Socialist Worker  19 April 2017



ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS  Racist rules refuse health  

 care to thousands of people
Cruel immigration 
checks are putting 
vulnerable people off 
seeking the health 
care they need, 
writes Dave Sewell 

THOUSANDS OF people 
are already being deprived 
of health care as a result 
of their immigration sta-
tus, Socialist Worker can 
reveal.

As part of an ongoing inves-
tigation, we sent Freedom of 
Information requests to NHS 
trusts across Britain. 

We asked about the checks 
they carry out on people to 
determine if they are eligible 
for free NHS care.

Some trusts are already 
checking identification and 
asking patients for thou-
sands of pounds if they don’t 
have the “right” immigration 
status (see below).

Heart of England trust in 
the Midlands said that around 
10 percent of people declined 
treatment when asked to pay. 

That’s 79 of the 805 people 
it checked last year.

At Gateshead Health NHS 
Foundation Trust the propor-
tion was higher. Of the 42 
people it found ineligible for 
free care, just 13 went on to 
receive care.

Horrified
Many health workers are 
horrified. So helpfully the 
government has had a short 
video made to reassure 
them, which Great Western 
Trust said it had sent to all 
consultants.

In it Sir Keith Pearson, 
chair of Health Education 
England, says the NHS is 
“a national health service, 
not an international health 

service”. The narrator claims 
that “clinicians aren’t being 
asked to be border guards”.

But hospitals do share 
the data they collect with 
the Home Office in order 
to check patients’ eligibil-
ity. Those who can’t pay are 

under even more scrutiny—
Sunderland NHS trust said 
“non-payment is flagged to 
Border Control”.

Lottery
At the moment it’s a lottery 
which policies any given NHS 
trust implements. The gov-
ernment wants to bring them 
all to the level of the most 
stringent.

Penn ine  Ca re  t ru s t 
insisted, “We do not check 
nor discriminate in relation 
to a person’s nationality or 
ethnicity at the point of con-
tact with our services.” 

At the other extreme Royal 
Surrey “have been requesting 
proof of Ordinary Residence 
for the past 12 years”.

Many trusts said they 
were waiting for government 

guidance on the new system. 
But even before Theresa May 
called a general election this 
had been delayed until July.

The Department of Health 
told Socialist Worker, “We’re 
making sure everyone knows 
their obligations, making 
sure the system is in place.”

In order to find those not 
eligible for care without 
breaching discrimination 
laws, hospitals will have to 
ask every patient questions 
about their eligibility.

This will add to the burden 
on the NHS. It’s essential to 
resist this racist attack on uni-
versal NHS care.

STORM CLOUDS gather over Middlesex A&E—attacks on 
migrants’ rights to care are the thin end of the wedge

 GP surgeries wrongly turn away asylum seekers
GP SURGERIES are turning 
away asylum seekers 
and migrants who can’t 
provide documents—even 
though they legally have 
the right to register.

Doctors of the World 
is a charity that supports 
migrants accessing NHS 
services. 

Some 22 percent of the 
1,758 people it worked 
with last year had been 
wrongly turned away from 
GPs.

Programme manager 
Phil Murwille told Socialist 
Worker, “People are not 
getting the healthcare they 
need. That makes things 

worse for them, and it 
can make their conditions 
more complicated to treat 
later.”

Some 11 percent of the 
charity’s clients avoided 

going to hospital or a 
doctor for fear of being 
arrested—something that 
further checks will make 
worse.

Phil said, “We work with 

a lot of domestic workers 
who’ve overstayed their 
visas, people who’ve been 
in exploitative situations. 

“They’re wary 
about approaching the 
authorities.

“All the doctors we 
speak to just want to see 
their patients and treat 
them. 

“Being with a doctor is 
a ‘safe space’ that needs 
to be preserved, and that’s 
being eroded as people 
have their documents 
checked. The result will 
be a population of people 
who are afraid of going to 
a doctor.”

Marchers say don’t scapegoat migrants  Picture: Guy Smallman
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War president will 
crash into reality
MISSILES IN Syria, a mega-bomb in Afghanistan, a 
potential nuclear confrontation in Korea—what happened 
to the Donald Trump who ran as a critic of US foreign 
wars?

Scholars have long argued over whether a state’s foreign 
policy is driven primarily by domestic politics or by its 
relations with other states. In this case, I’m pretty sure it’s 
domestic politics in the saddle.

Trump’s presidency had a very bad start. His Muslim 
entry ban stalled twice in the courts. Ultra-conservative 
Republicans in Congress blocked his attempt to replace 
Barack Obama’s healthcare programme. The White House 
has been paralysed by in-fighting.

Stephen Bannon, Trump’s racist populist “chief strategist”, 
is taking the fall for this. He has been demoted and publicly 
rebuked by Trump.

But, according to the Washington Post newspaper, “For 
Trump, one bright spot was the decision to launch  
59 missiles in Syria … The president was pleased with the 
process, overseen by national security adviser HR McMaster, 
that brought together his war cabinet and corralled its 
expertise in a way that resembled a more traditional White 
House.”

Presidential crony Thomas J Barrack told the Post, “He’s in 
the best place that I’ve seen him since the inauguration. He’s 
confident. He thinks he’s found the groove. And I think he 
now feels the commander in chief role.”

Trump underlined this, telling the press on Thursday last 
week, “What I do is I authorise my military. We have the 
greatest military in the world, and they’ve done the job, as 
usual.

“We have given them total authorisation, and that’s what 
they’re doing.”

He was explaining why he had authorised the use of the 
MOAB bomb in Afghanistan (see page 4). Foreign Policy 
magazine commented, “Under Trump, the White House 
has allowed commanders on the ground far more leeway in 
striking targets in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria, a welcome 
change for military leaders who long bristled at the control 
the Obama administration exercised over small troop 
movements and sometimes individual targets.”

Trump may be enjoying playing at being a war president, 
but he is still hemmed in by the realities of external politics.

Frustration
The mega-bomb was dropped in frustration that, after  
16 years of war, the US and its Afghan client regime haven’t 
defeated the Taliban and its allies.

After the cruise missile attack on Syria, the Trump 
administration has backed away from committing itself to 
using force to remove the regime of Bashar al-Assad.

This is probably because Trump’s generals—headed by 
McMaster and defence secretary James Mattis—know that if 
the US attempted this, it would lose just as it did in Vietnam 
and Iraq and is currently losing in Afghanistan.

Korea is an even bigger problem.
The North Korean regime has sought to compensate for 

geopolitical isolation and economic weakness by developing 
nuclear weapons and the ballistic missiles to deliver them.

Successive US presidents have pledged to prevent North 
Korea acquiring the capability to mount a nuclear attack on 
the continental US.

If it came to a war, the US and its South Korean ally would 
almost certainly win—but at a very high cost.

North Korea has a huge number of missiles and artillery 
targeted at the South Korean capital Seoul, a world city with 
a population of 25 million just across the border.

There’s also the problem of China, which remains North 
Korea’s main, though increasingly reluctant, backer.

Trump has been pressuring China to rein in the North 
Korean leader, Kim Jong-un, by threatening that otherwise 
he will act pre-emptively.

China is talking about reducing North Korea’s oil supply, 
but it’s doubtful if it would sit by while the US took Kim out.

Trump may feel on top of the world when he sits with his 
generals. Other presidents have felt the same. George W 
Bush called himself “the decider”. But he led the US into the 
worst military defeat in its history.

Trump too will discover the limits of US power.

More online
Intensive scare of ‘health 
tourism’ bit.ly/2oHUh3H

BACK STORY
People are charged for 
NHS care differently
lEveryone has the right to 
register with a GP
lThose who are ordinarily 
resident in Britain can also 
get free hospital treatment
lThis includes many 
foreign nationals who pay 
an immigration surcharge
lOthers can be charged 
for care. Some Trusts are 
piloting up-front charges 
for non-emergency care
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Iraqis are 
rounded up 
and thrown 
in detention
The Tory government is looking 
to deport dozens of people to Iraq, 
detainees’ families told Dave Sewell

BRITISH AUTHORITIES have 
rounded up around 30 Iraqis and 
locked them into detention cen-
tres in recent weeks. 

It appears to be in preparation for 
a deportation flight. While Britain 
is still at war in Iraq, it insists that 
it’s safe to deport refugees to a war 
zone. 

Samir Mohammad, who has 
been in Britain for 17 years, is one 
of them.  

He’s lived in Sheffield with his 
British wife Anne Marie and their 
children Zahara and Soran.

When Samir went for one of his 
regular sign-ins with the Home 
Office, he was locked in Colnbrook 
detention centre in Berkshire. 

Anne Marie told Socialist Worker, 
“I never thought something like this 
could happen. When I went to visit 
him on Sunday, he was so depressed 
I was worried he was going to hurt 
himself.

Disgusting
“It’s disgusting—they have to real-
ise that he’s made a family here and 
they’re tearing that family apart.

“Samir left Iraq because he would 
have been killed otherwise and 
that’s what could happen now if he 
goes back.”

Zahara added, “We love our Dad, 
and we don’t know how we will 
cope without him.”

Relatives and Iraqis from across 
Britain protested outside the 
Home Office in London last 

Thursday night. It was organised 
by the International Federation of  
Iraqi Refugees (IFIR). 

Its president Dashty Jamal told 
the crowd, “Not since 2011 have 
so many Iraqis been picked up in 
Britain at one time.” 

He accused Theresa May of 
“appeasing her racist supporters” 
and highlighted the hypocrisy of 
sending refugees back to a hell 
Britain’s war helped create.

War
“Many refugees were forced to flee 
Iraq after 2003,” he explained. “The 
ongoing war there today is a direct 
result of the actions of Britain. 

“It is a disgrace to send people 
back in the middle of a new refu-
gee crisis.”

The detainees and their fami-
lies are now trapped in fear and 
uncertainty. 

Vian’s husband Daban has been 
taken to the notorious Verne deten-
tion centre in Dorset, where it is dif-
ficult for those outside to contact 
them. 

“They are in a really bad situa-
tion there,” she said. “One detainee 
killed himself last weekend, another 
burned himself on Monday.”

Vian, herself an Iraqi Kurd, now 
has British citizenship, but Daban 
couldn’t get permission to come 
and join her. 

“They say the way he got here 
was illegal,” she said. 

“But 90 percent of asylum seek-
ers come to Britain illegally—what 
else can they do?”

Fire at camp sparks fear of transfer
HUNDREDS OF refugees made 
homeless by a recent fire at the 
Grande-Synthe refugee camp 
near Dunkirk in northern France 
clashed with police last week.

Around 1,500 people had lived 
in Grande-Synthe.

They were housed in an 
overcrowded gym afterwards, 
and some were bussed to 
accommodation elsewhere in 
the region. But refugees tried 
to return to the remains of the 
camp, saying the sports centre 
was even worse.

Many feared being taken 
further away from the border, 
which they are trying to cross to 
join relatives in Britain.

Meanwhile in Calais, just 
months after French authorities 
demolished the “jungle” and 
Britain’s Tories built a Donald 

Trump-style wall, hundreds are 
again sleeping rough.

The Grande-Synthe fire started 
following clashes between 
Kurdish and Iraqi gangs, and 
some coverage has attempted 
to blame the refugees for their 
own lot. But Andy Brown, a 
teacher who this month took aid 
supplies to Grande Synthe, said 
this was wrong. 

He told a vigil outside 
Downing Street called by 
Help4RefugeeChildren and 
Stand Up to Racism last week, 
“The blame lies with those 
who created the conditions the 
refugees are in.

“There is a very simple way 
out—what they need is a safe, 
legal and dignified way to get 
out of that situation and enter 
Britain immediately.”

‘EU states turn a blind eye’
NEARLY 100 refugees 
are missing, probably 
drowned, after their 
boat sank off the 
Libyan capital Tripoli 
last week. 

One charity, 
Migrant Offshore Aid 
Station, found at least 
20 dead bodies in the 
water. 

Another, Doctors 
Without Borders 
(MSF), found a dead 

teenager in a boat.
In a weekend where 

thousands of people 
were rescued trying 
to cross into Europe, 
MSF accused the 
European Union (EU) 
border force Frontex 
of staying away.

“We are where 
we’re needed, 
what’s the EU doing 
meanwhile?” it 
tweeted. 

“EU states keep 
their blind eyes 
turned.”

The EU’s border 
controls are what 
force refugees to risk 
their lives at sea to try 
and find a better life. 

This year is on 
course to be the 
most lethal yet, and 
only opening the 
borders can stop the 
massacre.

ARMED POLICE confront refugees in Dunkirk 

FIGURE IT OUT

798
recorded deaths of migrants 
crossing the Mediterranean in 
the first three months of 2017—
each year the grim figures rise

749
died in first three months of 2016

448
died in first three months of 2015

The fire at Grande-Synthe camp

Zahara, Anne Marie and Soran protesting at the Home Office last week
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CROWDS GATHER in Istanbul as the results of the Turkish referendum come in  

Turkey’s ruler wins vote 
through force and fraud
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

PROTESTERS TOOK to the 
streets of several Turkish cities 
last Sunday after authorities 
declared victory for president 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in a 
referendum.  

The vote is surrounded by cor-
ruption and fraud.

Erdogan had called the refer-
endum to give him sweeping new 
powers. 

They include removing the role 
of prime minister, the right to 
appoint all ministers and prepare 
the budget, choose most senior 
judges and enact laws by decree.

Erdogan predicted he would win 
at least 55 percent of the vote. In 
fact, the supreme election council 
said just over 51 percent had voted 
Yes and nearly 49 percent No. 

But opposition parties demanded 
an investigation and a recount 
after large numbers of ballots were 
counted despite not having an offi-
cial verification stamp. 

Packed 
The government has packed the 
electoral council with its supporters 
during the last nine months.

The head of the main opposition 
Republican People’s Party, Kemal 
Kilicdaroglu, said the referendum’s 
legitimacy was open to question. 

His right wing social demo-
cratic party said it would demand 
a recount of up to 60 percent of the 
votes.

Selma Gurkan, general secre-
tary of the Labour Party of Turkey, 
said, “We will continue our strug-
gle against the shady referendum 
outcome. 

“The people have not consented 
to the ‘one-man, one-party dictator-
ship’ rule.”

Even if the results declared had 

been accurate, the No campaign did 
well given the scale of repression. 

Erdogan squashed opposition 
media, banned No campaign rallies 
and jailed much of the pro-Kurdish 
Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) 
leadership.

The three biggest cities—
Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir—all 
voted No. Erdogan used to be the 
mayor of Istanbul and this is the 
first vote he has lost in the city since 
2002.

But for Erdogan a win—however 

contested—is still a win. He dem-
onstrated his ability to mobilise  
millions, especially in rural areas.

Intimidation 
His appeal is based partly on intim-
idation, partly by appealing to 
voters who feel Erdogan stands up 
for ordinary Muslims against big 
business and the military. 

He also suggests that the only 
alternative to his rule is the horrors 
over the border in Syria. 

Erdogan is likely to try to keep 

up the momentum by crushing pro-
tests and stepping up the war in the 
Kurdish areas. 

But the left will also feel stronger 
and must now find a way to mobi-
lise—without relying on forces such 
as the European Union. 

Bankers and bosses were pleased 
with the victory for “strongman” 
Erdogan. 

The lira, the country’s currency, 
rose by 2 percent after losing more 
than 20 per cent of its value since a 
failed coup last summer. 

Unions face 
repression 
for fighting
WORKERS IN Nigeria, 
Kazakhstan and India are 
fighting bosses’ attacks and 
government repression.

NIGERIA
WORKERS IN the Nigerian 
state of Ogun are fighting a 
courageous battle against pay 
cuts, attacks on their union 
and bosses’ refusal to keep to 
agreements.

A major strike last year 
demanded that the state 
government return money that 
was deducted from their pay. 

After two weeks the 
state agreed to reimburse 
all deductions—but it also 
immediately unleashed 
repression against the union. 

Adebiyi Olusegun from the 
Ogun trade union coordinating 
body told Socialist Worker, “We 
are not going to go away without 
success for our struggle.”
Send messages of support to 
j.n.counciltusog@gmail.com

KAZAKHSTAN
THE GOVERNMENT of 
Kazakhstan launched a 
campaign of repression against 
trade unionists.

At the beginning of January 
the government and bosses of 
the OCC oil company attempted 
to quash an oil workers’ protest. 

The chair of the workers’ 
union Amin Yeleusinov and 
labour inspector Nurbek 

Kushakbayev were arrested on 
20 January.

Kushakbayev has been 
sentenced to two years in a 
penal colony for participating in 
another dispute last December. 
Yeleusinov is still awaiting trial.

INDIA
SOME 13 members of the 
Maruti Suzuki Workers Union 
(MSWU) were sentenced to life 
in prison in the Indian state of 
Haryana last month—including 
its entire executive.

Four more were handed five 
years’ imprisonment.

From June 2011 to July 2012, 
workers at the Suzuki plant 
held a series of strikes and 
occupations.

PALESTINE 

Hunger strike in prisons 
BETWEEN 1,600 and 2,000 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
jails began a hunger strike on 
Monday. 

Their demands include an 
end to solitary confinement and 
to “administrative detention,” 
which allows Israel to detain 
them indefinitely without trial.

Israel is notorious for its 
policies of administrative 
detention and imprisoning 
children for offences as minor as 
throwing rocks at military cars. 

The hunger strike has 
widespread support, and rallies 
were set to take place in several 
Palestinian cities.

It was called by the Fatah 

party, which governs in the 
West Bank, and is supported 
by resistance groups such as 
Hamas.

But Israel looks prepared to 
launch a brutal crackdown. 

Jailers 
Israeli security minister Gilad 
Erdan has told jailers to “act in 
any way to contain the strike 
within the walls of the prisons 
and the Israeli police to provide 
any assitance needed.”

Erdan is also said to have 
ordered setting up a massive 
military hospital where  
hunger-striking prisoners could 
be force fed.  

SERBIA 

Protests erupt after election
PROTESTS AGAINST president-
elect Aleksandar Vucic have swept 
across Serbia in recent weeks. 

They began after Serbian 
Solidarity Party (SNS) 
candidate Vucic won 
55 percent in the first 
round of the presidential 
election, amid allegations 
of corruption. 

Serbian politics is torn 
between a right wing 
liberal wing that looks to 
the European Union 
and a nationalist 
wing that looks 
to Russia.

The SNS, 
which emerged 

from hard right nationalism, has 
tried to marry the two. 

Movements in former state 
capitalist countries such as Serbia, 
which claimed to be socialist, 
have been shattered by looking 
to free market liberalism as an 
alternative. 

But the anti-Vucic movement 
is asserting independent 
demands and could be pulled 

leftwards. 
Some trade unions have 

joined the protests, 
whose demands 

include workers’ 
rights and free 

health care and 
education. 

 Nurbek Kushakbayev

Aleksandr Vucic
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Justice denied 
for workers 
THE CASE concerning 
whether baby Charlie 
Gard should be allowed 
to die raises complex 
issues. But it certainly 
revealed how legal aid is 
denied to many workers.

Postal worker Chris 
Gard and carer Connie 
Yates were unable to 
work for several months 
due to their son’s ilness. 

But a couple cannot 
receive legal aid if they 
have more than £30,804 
pre-tax income. That 
excludes so many people.

Charlie Gard’s 
parents were fortunate a 
firm of solicitors agreed 
to do their case for free.

Jane Hutchinson
West London

Solidarity with 
Reker Ahmed
THE PROTEST against 
the racist attack in 
Croydon on Reker 
Ahmed (Socialist Worker, 
8 April) was right on. 

It’s disgusting what 
happened to the lad.

Sean P Worth
on Facebook

REKER GET better. I 
wish we could deport 
hate-filled racists but no 
country deserves such a 
punishment.

Frankie McBean
on Facebook

Branch out in 
your union
WITH 40 years of 
experience as a trade 
union activist, you notice 
changes at work.

Being within national 
rather than trade-based 
unions has a drastic 
effect on how branches 
are set up and run.

Nevertheless, this can 
be overcome. Contact 
your local union office 
and ask for your full time 
officer’s details.

With a bit of effort a 
branch file can be set up.  
Membership records can 
be sent to you. With this 
information the branch 
can organise and grow. 

Robert Trahearn
via email 

Who’s an ally in 
South Africa?
THE MOVEMENT to 
get rid of South African 
president Jacob Zuma 
should be supported.

But I urge comrades 
there not to enter 
alliances with the right 
wing forces that used to 
back apartheid. 

Steven Mathe
on Facebook

 The 45-year wait for justice 
for Derry’s Manus Deery
MANUS DEERY was only 15 when 
he was shot dead by a British 
solider in Derry in May 1972. The 
coroner’s finding that he was “a 
totally innocent victim” is a 
welcome and long overdue victory 
for his family.  

It took the state 45 years to 
admit that he was innocent, 
standing with a group of friends 
when he was shot by a British 
soldier firing from the city walls 
overlooking the Bogside. 

The army backed the soldier’s 
story that Manus was a gunman‑— 
as they had over Bloody Sunday 
and the Ballymurphy massacre the 
previous year. 

Manus was killed just three 
months after Bloody Sunday. The 
Bogside was in open rebellion and 

barricades blocked every entrance, 
preventing the army or police from 
entering. 

The attitude of the army was 
that the people of the area were 
rebels to be put down. 

But the state killing of innocent 
people and the attempt to smear 
them all as “terrorists” was a major 
factor in fuelling the violence. 

The verdict is a tribute to the 
persistence of Manus’ family in 
campaigning for justice and to 
clear his name.

The British establishment 
wanted the Bloody Sunday Inquiry 
to be the end of such cases.

The leadership of Sinn Fein 
encouraged many of the Bloody 
Sunday families to call for a halt to 
the annual Bloody Sunday 

marches. But some, including 
Manus’ sister Helen, insisted on 
continuing the annual march. 
Thousands still march every year. 

They have faced obstacles at 
every turn. Just this week, the 
current Northern Ireland secretary, 
Tory MP James Brokenshire, 
complained that there has been 
“too big a focus on state killings”. 

Bloody Sunday and the killing of 
Manus Deery should be a lesson to 
all of us about the lengths that the 
British state will go to in 
maintaining its rule and the lies it 
will use to cover it up. 

We should remember this when 
we hear the same thing said about 
Iraq or Afghanistan. 

Colm Bryce
East London

It’s time to 
fight frack
AT 74 years old I should be 
enjoying a relaxing life. 

Instead I was arrested 
recently at Cuadrilla’s 
Preston New Road fracking 
site in the Fylde, 
Lancashire. 

Together with other 
activists, I am trying to 
prevent an industry that 
will contaminate our air 
and water and worsen 

climate change.
The threat of fracking in 

the north of England has 
put paid to our retirement. 

Studying the literature 
about fracking, attending 
meetings, going on 
marches, rallies and 
protests now take up much 
of our time. 

We see through the 
reassurances about jobs, 
lower gas bills, energy 
security, “gold standard” 
regulation and all the rest. 

The reality of fracking, 
described in hundreds of 
medical and scientific 
studies, is devastation for 
individuals, families, 
communities, and gas 
workers themselves.

So despite the 
inconvenience, the early 
starts, the long days out, I 
will continue to enjoy the 
company of like-minded, 
well-informed campaigners. 
And despite being arrested 
for standing by my beliefs I 
will go on opposing fracking 
and working for a total ban.

David Mason
Frack Free Scarborough

Fight for refugees to come here safely
THE FRENCH Navy rescued 
a father and his two sons, 
from a small inflatable raft 
off the coast of Calais a few 
weeks ago.

They were all suffering 
from mild hypothermia.  

The group had been 
living in the Calais “jungle” 
camp until its destruction 
last November. 

They were so desperate 
they turned to smugglers 
who sold them an inflatable 
dinghy and told them 
which way Britain was. 

This is the most 
dangerous way of trying to 

cross the Channel. 
The sea lanes are used 

daily by 400 commercial 
ships plus fishing and 
pleasure boats. In addition 

there are quickly-shifting 
sand banks, strong currents, 
and low visibility due to 
fog. 

Refugees risk their lives 
to try and get to Britain, 
braving miserable, 
dangerous conditions and 
constant harassment by the 
French police.

We cannot let this 
barbarity carry on 22 miles 
from our shore. 

We must continue to 
campaign for refugees to be 
welcomed safely to Britain.

Sally Kincaid
Leeds

Airlines put profit first, 
passengers come last
UNITED AIRLINES was 
rightly criticised for barring 
two teenage girls from a 
flight for wearing leggings.

But last week they outdid 
themselves by forcibly 
dragging a 69 year old man 
off a plane. 

Normally when someone 
is removed from a plane it’s 
for racist reasons. This 
time, although the target 
was Asian, the main cause 
was that United had 
overbooked the flight. 

They asked for volunteers 

to leave, but when not 
enough came forward, they 
got the authorities to 
forcibly remove David Dao—
wounding him in the 
process. 

We already knew that 
corporations were prepared 
to evade tax, and pump out 
greenhouse gases in the 
pursuit of profits. 

Apparently they’ve got no 
qualms about dragging 
people off planes either.

Bethan Turner
Manchester

Just a 
thought...

At Preston New Road

Refugees are desperate
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Taking the fight to the 
Nazis in Wood Green   

by SADIE ROBINSON

FORTY YEARS ago this week 
thousands of anti-fascists partly 
broke up a Nazi National Front 
(NF) march in north London. 

The Battle of Wood Green on 
23 April 1977 was one of the 
first times the Nazis had been 
physically confronted. It also lay 
the ground for a bigger rout of 
the NF in Lewisham, south east 
London, later that year.

Socialist Worker reported 
at the time, “A trembling 
fascist said it all on a radio 
phone-in show, ‘We were all so 
frightened’. Quite right. 

“The National Front have 
never been so badly shaken as 
on Saturday’s march through 
north London.”

Some 3,000 anti-fascists 
confronted around 1,200 NF 
marchers. This counter-protest 
didn’t come out of nowhere. 

In the run-up to it, people in 
the local area got organised. 
They gave out leaflets, tested 
red smoke flares on Tottenham 
Marshes and visited Turkish and 
Greek cafes to drum up support.

Arguments
There were arguments about 
tactics. Labour and Communist 
Party leaders focused on trying 
to get the NF march banned. 

Sections of the Labour left, 
including Jeremy Corbyn, 
aligned themselves with those 
who wanted a militant response.

“The SWP led the argument 
for direct confrontation,” 
wrote socialist GP and Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) member 
David Widgery. 

“The worthies addressed a 
rather small audience in a local 
park. The Front and their police 
protectors were faced with much 
more numerous, better organised 
and determined opposition.”

On the morning of the march 
protesters bagged up flour, 
rotten eggs and tomatoes to 
hand to people in the crowd. 

Some anti-facists tried to smash 
the windows of the NF coaches 
as they transported the fascists 
to their assembly point.

Hundreds of local young black 
and Asian people and Cypriots 
joined the anti-Nazi protest 
along with trade unionists and 
other campaigners. As soon as 
the NF march moved onto Wood 
Green High Road, anti-fascists 
attacked and split the march.

Anti-fascist David Bennie 
wrote in his diary, “Red smoke 
bombs filled the air and a 
battle was soon under way. We 
didn’t stop the march but it was 
harassed every inch of the way.”

The police had banned the 
anti-fascist rally and drafted in 
thousands of cops to protect 
the Nazis. They arrested 84 
people—74 of whom were  
anti-fascists.

Mainstream politicians created 
the anger and disillusionment 
that the Nazis tapped into. 
Labour governments had 
imposed savage austerity. 

The NF won over 5,700 
votes across the north London 
borough of Haringey in the 
1974 elections, and 8 percent 
of the vote in Wood Green. 
By 1979 this had dropped to 
2.8 percent—and after that the 
Nazis didn’t bother to stand.

The Battle of Wood Green 
contributed to the decline of the 
NF. It was followed in August 
by the Battle of Lewisham, 
where anti-fascists succeeded in 
stopping the NF from marching. 

In November the Anti Nazi 
League was formed and set up 
branches across the country to 
organise against the fascists.

The lessons for today are 
clear. State racism and attacks 
on working class people create 
the conditions where the Nazis 
can flourish.  But action by 
ordinary people can drive them 
back into the gutter.
Forty years since the Battle of Wood 
Green—unite against fascism and 
racism—celebrate diversity.  
Saturday 23 April, from 12 noon, 
Ducketts Common, N15 3DX

Anti-fascists clash with cops

The SWP led the 
argument to 
directly confront 
the fascists 

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
ANTI-FASCISM  THE WEST 

WRECKED 
LIBYA
Libya in North Africa is being torn apart by a grinding 
civil war stoked by competing imperial powers. 
The horror there is a painful lesson in why military 
intervention should be opposed, writes Alistair Farrow

A
S WESTERN rulers 
talk up the possibility 
of more intervention 
in Syria again, one 
of their last victims, 
Libya, is mired in 

chaos. Libya is being torn apart by 
a vicious war fought by generals 
and governments backed by rival 
imperial powers.

The US and Britain backed the 
overthrow of dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi in 2011. David Cameron said 
at the time, “Our view is clear—there 
is no decent future for Libya with 
Colonel Gaddafi remaining in power.” 

That “decent future”, which ordi-
nary Libyans were excluded from 
planning, has left tens of thousands 
dead and 450,000 people internally 
displaced. 

The Libyan coast has become 
the centre of the booming people- 
smuggling industry. A recent 
International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) report shows that 
people forced to stay in Libya are being 
tortured and auctioned off as slaves. 

Women are sold into sexual slav-
ery and their families bribed for 
ransom money.

The chaos that has engulfed the 
country since 2011 is concentrated 
in the refugee crisis which has 
unfolded on its shores (see box).

The IOM says that, as of March, 
so far this year 23,125 people have 
attempted to cross the central 
Mediterranean to Italy. Of these, 595 
are known to have died—that’s an 
increase on the same period last year.

If that’s a “decent future”, we can 
only imagine what Cameron’s idea of 
a bleak future might look like. 

But in truth Britain’s intervention 
had nothing to do with the lives of 
ordinary Libyans.

It was about stemming the rev-
olutionary tide that swept the 
Middle East and North Africa in 
2011. Libyans rose up against dic-
tator Gaddafi as part of that revolt. 

He responded by trying to crush the 
revolt with a brutal military crack-
down. Different Western powers, 
including Britain and France, then 
backed intervention against him to 
defend their own interests.

In Britain Tory politicians such 
as Cameron, Liam Fox and William 
Hague revived the idea of “humani-
tarian intervention”. This was the 
same lie that Tony Blair used to jus-
tify invading Iraq in 2003.

They claimed it was about pro-
tecting Libyans being slaughtered 
by Gaddafi’s forces. In reality it was 
about gaining access to Libya’s oil 
fields and attempting to install a 
regime friendly to the West.

Collapse
A parliamentary report last year said 
Cameron’s intervention in Libya was 
“an opportunistic policy of regime 
change”.

It said he was responsible for 
“political and economic collapse, 
humanitarian and migrant crises, 
widespread human rights violations, 
the spread of Gaddafi regime weap-
ons across the region and the growth 
of [Isis] in North Africa”.

The revolutionary process of the 
Arab Spring swept dictators from 
power, taking different courses in 
different states. 

In Syria, a popular uprising 
against Bashar al-Assad has been 
drowned in blood. In Libya, the US 
and Britain cynically hijacked the 
revolt to topple the dictator Gaddafi. 

The British state, the US and the 
EU are responsible for the chaos. And 
by cutting off migration routes they 
force people to stay in a state being 
ripped apart by warring factions.

At a meeting of the G7 last week 
it issued a statement which read, 
“There is no military solution to 
Libya’s problems.”

That’s an understatement. The 
West’s militaries are at the heart of 
Libya’s problems.

EU is taking refugee 
lives, not saving them
THE EUROPEAN Union (EU) is 
funding and backing a military 
operation aimed at stopping 
refugees from leaving Libya.

The Italian and Libyan 
prime ministers signed a deal 
in February. It saw Italy grant 
funds and resources to Libya in 
exchange for blocking migration 
routes from its shores.

The deal had the backing of 
other European states. Since late 
last year the EU has trained  
90 Libyan coast guards as part 
of Operation Sophia to stop 
Libyan refugees reaching Europe.

Britain has got its hands 
grubby too. The Royal Navy is 
training Libyan coast guards.

Defending the decision, British 
defence minister Michael Fallon 
said, “Fighting the smuggling of 
people and arms will save lives”.
But the deal between Italy and 
Libya has nothing to do with 
genuine concern.

The Libyan coast guard 
boarded a boat carrying people 
across the Mediterranean last 
month. A spokesperson for 
the German charity Sea-Watch 
said the coastguards “attacked 
the refugees, hitting them with 
clubs”. Over 20 people died.

Tightening border controls 
and funding and training the 
Libyan coast guard doesn’t save 
lives, it ends them.

(top) FIGHTING in Sirte in 2016 (above) Government’s armed supporters

Big powers move their pieces 
around the grand chess board
THE FOREIGN ministers of the seven 
richest countries in the world—the 
G7 group—met in Italy last week. 
The first item on the agenda was 
Syria, the second was Libya.

Bumbling British foreign secretary 
Boris Johnson went to the summit 
hoping to win sanctions on Russia. 
He wanted to pressure president 
Putin into dropping support for 
Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad.

He came out empty-handed, 
partly because the Russian-backed 
military man Khalifa Haftar is 
increasingly a kingmaker in the 
Libyan conflict.

Haftar’s army is fighting 
forces allied with the UN-backed 
Government of National Accord 
(GNA), as well as Isis and similar 
groups.

The US and the EU back the GNA 
as the sole government in Libya. 
But Russia wants Haftar, who is 
also supported by Egypt’s Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi, to be included in any 
national government.

Haftar made two visits to Moscow 
last year. He visited the Russian 
Navy’s flagship aircraft carrier the 
Admiral Kuznetsov when it toured 
the north African coast in January.

Despite his apparent hostility to 
the US, Haftar also has strong ties 
to the US state. He went to the US 

after being denounced by Gaddafi 
for being captured in the Libyan war 
against Chad in 1987.

Haftar reportedly met with a US 
military official on a visit to the 
United Arab Emirates on Monday 
of last week. And US, British and 
French air forces bombed targets 
on behalf of Haftar’s army last year, 
including forces aligned with the 
GNA in the west.

Rather than alienate Russia 
over Libya, the assembled foreign 
ministers chose a more diplomatic 
route with it over Syria.

Hillary Clinton, US secretary of 
state in 2011, wanted greater US 
involvement in Libya after Gadaffi 
was overthrown. She was overruled 

by Barack Obama.
But the chaos in Libya today 

is held up as a vindication of the 
position Clinton represented at 
the time. Trump is being lauded 
by US liberals for bombing the 
Shayrat airbase in Syria, potentially 
signalling the beginning of a new 
direction for US foreign policy. That 
could be disastrous for Libya.

Politicians in Britain and the US 
have started to speculate about 
regime change and calling for the 
removal of Assad. US ambassador 
to the UN Nikki Haley said, 
“Regime change is something that 
we think is going to happen.”

And White House press officer 
Sean Spicer speculated that Trump 
wouldn’t shrink from similar action 
over different regime crimes. 

“If you gas a baby, if you put a 
barrel bomb into innocent people, 
you will see a response from this 
president,” he said.

The Trump regime is already 
escalating elsewhere. 

In Syria and Iraq US-led coalition 
airstrikes killed at least 1,782 
civilians last month according to the 
Airwars website.

The wrangling at the top of the 
US has nothing to do with the 
interests of people who live in the 
Middle East. 

Trump is lauded by 
liberals for 
bombing Syria, 
signalling a new 
direction for the US

‘‘ 

TONY BLAIR embraced Libyan 
dictator Muammar Gaddafi before 
his overthrow in 2011
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
A rebel’s guide to 
protest music
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
YMCA,Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BRADFORD
Why we need a revolution 
to end racism
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
The case against 
borders—why we oppose 
immigration controls
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Nationalism, self 
determination and socialism
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
New York Diner,
CF24 3BQ
CHESTERFIELD
The role of the workers’ 
councils (soviets) in the 
Russian Revolution
Thu 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
EDINBURGH
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, 
EH1 2JL
ESSEX
State capitalism to 
revolutionary organisation—
Tony Cliff’s contribution to 
socialist theory and practice
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL
HARLOW
Deliveroo, Uber and the gig 
economy—is the working 
class disappearing?
Thu 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,Harlow,
CM18 6BX
HULL
Why won’t the Tories 
fund the NHS?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd, HU6 7RZ
LANCASTER
The real tradition of May Day
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The politics of science fiction
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LEICESTER
The case against 
borders—why we oppose 
immigration controls
Wed 26 Apr, 7pm, 
Leicester LGBT Centre,
15 Wellington St, LE1 6HH
LONDON: BRIXTON
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 26 Apr, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW2 1EP
LONDON: EALING
Islamophobia—what it 
is and how we fight it
Thu 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd, W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
The gig economy—is it 
changing the working class?
Thu 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Zero hours and 
casualisation—what 
does this mean for the 
working class?
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
No to Trump’s war drive—
Syria and imperialism
Wed 26 Apr, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Is a united Ireland possible?
Wed 26 Apr, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (oppositeTesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Wed 26 Apr,  7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Education in crisis—whats 
the socialist answer?
Wed 26 Apr, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
How should socialists 
organise in the 21st century?
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
NOTTINGHAM
Marxism and terrorism
Wed 26 Apr,  7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Deliveroo, Uber and the gig 
economy—is the working 
class disappearing?
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Restore,Manzil Way (off 
Cowley Rd), OX4 1YH

PORTSMOUTH
A brief history of 
British riots
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SWANSEA
Who should socialists 
vote for in elections?
Thu 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Fake news and alternative 
facts—the media, 
truth and power
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW
YORK
Fighting back—can 
we beat the Tory anti 
trade union laws?
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BARNSLEY
May Day festival
of solidarity
Sat 29-Sun 30 Apr, 1pm-11pm,
The Old School House,
Blackburn Lane,
S75 2BA.
maydaysolidarity.
wordpress.com
NATIONAL
Marxism 2017—ideas
for a world in turmoil
6-9 July,
Central London.
A four-day political festival
of meetings , debate, film
showings, music and
much more, hosted by the
Socialist Workers Party.
To book your ticket go to
marxismfestival.org.uk or
call the Marxism festival
office on 020 7840 5620
NATIONAL
March for homes 2
Sat 24 June, 11am,
Central London.
Called by Axe the Housing Act.
Go to bit.ly/2nSiean
NATIONAL
Stand Up To Racism
national conference
Sat 21 Oct,
Central London.
For more information go to
standuptoracism.org.uk

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 26 Apr, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

BOLTON
Thu 27 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY

BRIGHTON
Thu 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF

BRISTOL
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

DUNDEE
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD1 1LL

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 26 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade
 (near both train and 
bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LONDON: BRENT 
AND HARROW
Thu 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,Ladbroke 
Grove (very close to the 
station), W10 5XL

LONDON: CENTRAL
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
Room 130,UCL,Foster 
Court Building, WC1E 6BT

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station), 
SE10 8JA

NEWCASTLE
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ

NORWICH
Thu 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

WIGAN
Wed 26 Apr, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD

Le Pen in France—could a fascist win?

 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

Stop the War Coalition

May Day greetings
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   www.stopwar.org.uk

NUJ South 

Yorkshire

DON’T 

LET THE 

RACISTS DIVIDE US 

REFUGEES 

WELCOME HERE

SOLIDARITY FROM

One Million Climate Jobs

Don’t go backwards on climate 

change―protest Saturday 8 May

www.campaigncc.org/

REDBRIDGE CND

MAY DAY GREETINGS 

TO ALL FIGHTING 

TRIDENT RENEWAL 

AND FOR JOBS, 

HOMES, SCHOOLS 

AND HOSPITALS 

FIGHTING FOR 

FREE LOCAL TRAIN 

TRAVEL FOR 

EVERYONE OVER 60

 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

London Construction branch

lSOLIDARITY AND

    MAY DAY GREETINGS  

    TO ALL WORKERS

lUNITED WE STAND 

London 

Gatwick 

SE 397  

VICTORY TO 

THE JUNIOR 

DOCTORS

Unite and Ucatt  

Essex and  

East London  

gas engineers

May Day greetings 

to all at 

Socialist W
orker

TURN UP  

THE HEAT!

Branch Chair: R
ichard Milner   

 

Branch Secretary: Joanne Culverhouse

London 

Gatwick 

SE 397  

MAY DAY 

GREETINGS 

ON THIS 

INTERNATIONAL 

WORKERS’ DAY

FINANCE WORKERS BRANCH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE EM/NN14

TO ACTIVISTS EVERYWHERE FIGHTING FOR PEACE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & EQUALITY

UNITY IS STRENGTH  

SOLIDARITY FOREVER―RACISM NEVER

 MAY DAY GREETINGS 

THE BFAWU UNION SENDS A MESSAGE OF SUPPORT 

ON THIS INTERNATIONAL WORKERS’ DAY TO WORKERS 

HERE AND AROUND THE WORLD.

TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN STRUGGLE, TAKING ACTION 

TO SECURE JUSTICE AND RIGHTS AND ACTIVISTS 

CAMPAIGNING FOR A BETTER, FAIRER SOCIETY WE 

OFFER OUR BEST WISHES AND SOLIDARITY. 

GLASGOW BFAWU AND  

FAST FOOD RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 

SOCIALIST WORKER READERS

FOR A £10 AN HOUR MINIMUM WAGE 

AND UNION RIGHTS

 NO TO ZERO HOUR CONTRACTS

To mark International 
Workers’ Day, every May 
we print messages from 
readers, union branches and 
campaigns

To get your May Day 
greetings in to our 2017 
supplement, please  try and 
get your greeting to us as 
soon as possible

l£30 gets you one column
l£55 gets you two columns
l£95 gets you three 
columns
lask us for larger greetings

contact: mayday@socialistworker.co.uk

Front National fascists have organised rallies and protests targeting refugees 

LAST CALL
FOR YOUR
MAY DAY 
GREETING
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Camus’ novel plagued by a disappointing adaptation
THEATRE
THE PLAGUE
Written and directed by Neil 
Bartlett. Showing at Arcola 
Theatre until 6 May. 
arcolatheatre.com

ALBERT CAMUS’ novel The 
Plague was part of what 
won him the Nobel Prize 
for literature in 1957. 

I anticipated an 
entertaining adaptation 
of his novel at the Arcola 
Theatre in east London, 
an intimate theatre with a 
three-sided “thrust” stage. 

The Plague is seen as 
an allegory of the spread 

of Nazism. It explores the 
dynamic between being 
and consciousness and 
how capital affects the 
person and society. 

Camus was a member 
of the French Communist 
Party, although later 
denounced as a 
“Trotskyist” and expelled.

Algeria
He was born of European 
but poor parents in 
French Algeria. During the 
Second World War Camus 
edited underground 
resistance newspaper 
Combat. 

The novel centres on 

a doctor treating those 
affected by a plague 
caught from rats in the 
Algerian city of Oran.

Interestingly the lead is 
played by a black woman, 
Sara Powell as Dr Rieux.

Criticised
Camus’ original work 
is often criticised for 
focusing on European 
colonists—known 
as Pieds-Noirs—and 
undervaluing the Arab 
population.

A bare stage is set as 
inquiry board or trial, 
a deliberate reference 
to Czech novelist Franz 

Kafka following Camus. 
But once the lights went 

down, so did the evening.
The performances were 

stilted, unengaging and 
unpolished.

I suspect this was more 
a problem of direction 
than acting.

It was made worse 
by the intrusive and 
unnecessary soundtrack.

The play droned on at 
one slow pace, in contrast 
to Camus’ layered and 
poetically rhythmic novel.

In short, please do read 
the book but don’t waste 
your money on this play.
Jay Williams

Adventurer who loved Iraq 
helped empires carve it up
Letters from Baghdad examines the personality of skeptical spy Gertrude Bell 
—but glosses over Britain’s bloody conquests, writes Eleanor Claxton-Mayer
THIS NEW documentary film is an 
interesting insight into the life of 
Gertrude Bell—the “most powerful 
woman in the British Empire in her 
day” the film’s producers say.

Bell was an independent woman 
and without doubt went against the 
grain. 

She has been described as the female 
Lawrence of Arabia and was a very 
significant figure in the imperialist  
carve-up of the Middle East after the 
First World War.

The film paints her as an intrepid 
explorer and adventurer, while also 
being a British spy.

It tries to give a sense of the person 
that Bell was but at many points it 
feels slow moving.

The first part focuses on her early 
life but puts too much emphasis on 
her personal relationships.

Bell’s knowledge of the area that 
would become Iraq was indispensa-
ble to the British state.

Officer
Lord Cromer, who led the British 
occupation of Egypt in 1882, rec-
ommended her for work with  
intelligence and Bell became an assis-
tant political officer in the colonial 
administration.

We hear Bell speak about General 
Stanley Maude, commander of British 
forces when they invaded and occu-
pied Iraq in 1917, and his claim that 
the British came “as liberators”. 

As she travels to Baghdad she 
notes all the “tragic places” of British 
slaughter.

Western powers divided up the 
spoils of the Ottoman Empire and 
signed the infamous Sykes-Picot 
agreement. It formalised a border 
Bell helped draw up. Bell thought, “I 

think I have compiled a very reason-
able border.”

She played a key role in establish-
ing Amir Faisal, a leader of the Arab 
rebellion against the Ottomans, to 
become king of Iraq. 

“It’s not all smooth yet,” she wrote 
in August 1920 as the rebellion 
against the British grew. 

“We get reports about the lower 
Euphrates tribes preparing mon-
strous petitions in favour of a  
republic. I don’t believe half of them 

are true but they keep one in anxiety.”
Letters and diaries show her 

becoming disillusioned with the king 
and British influence.

She is painted as focused on the 
idea of Iraq being ruled by those in 
Iraq and as sympathetic to the pro-
tests against British rule.

The documentary showed a side 
to Gertrude Bell that I had not been 
aware of before, namely her seem-
ingly genuine interest in the cultures 
of the Middle East. 

All in all the documentary only 
gives a taste of the events around 
the division of the Middle East that 
Gertrude Bell was directly involved 
in. 

The primary sources used as the 
script are fascinating.

But you are not given the whole 
picture. It is a glossed over view of 
colonialism and the role Gertrude 
Bell played for the British state.
Letters from Baghdad is in cinemas 
from Friday 21 April

GERTRUDE BELL

Sara Powell as Dr Rieux
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borders
Dave Sewell & Charlie Kimber

2  A rebel’s guide to Leon 
Trotsky
Esme Choonara

3  1917—Russia’s Red Year
Tim Sander & John Newsinger

4 Fascism—what it is and 
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Leon Trotsky

5 Alexandra Kollontai on 
women’s liberation
Alexandra Kollontai
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BOOK
PRESIDENT TRUMP UNVEILED 
—EXPOSING THE BIGOTED 
BILLIONAIRE
John K Wilson 
Published by OR Books

THIS NEW book about 
racist, sexist US president 
Donald Trump goes 
through his many crimes, 
listing them in detail.

Written before the 
election, it is a welcome 
sneering attack at the 
racist bigot in the White 
House. But, much of the 
information gets lost in the 
middle of banal political 
analysis. 

Explaining why Trump 
has political rallies in 
airport hangars we’re 

told, “Trump is telling 
supporters, I’ve got a plane. 
Do you? Vote for me, and 
who knows, maybe you 
will.”

While there are useful 
facts and figures in the 
book, they are rarely used 
to make any insightful 
political points.

As an introduction to 
Donald Trump’s personal 
history and politics, Trump 
Unveiled is a decent one. 

But those looking for a 
more detailed analysis of 
the US under Trump won’t 
find much nourishment 
here.

Donald Trump
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how to fight it  
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CORRUPT tory 
Francois Fillon 
(top)—not smiling 
anymore. 
Bosses have 
been shaken by 
the performance 
of Jean-Luc 
Melenchon (above)

Left leaps forward as Tories 
crash in corruption scandal 

PROTEST AGAINST the Socialist Party ramming through labour law ‘reforms’ last year

 W ITH France’s 
main parties in 
crisis and over 
a third of voters 

undecided, the presidential 
race is wide open.

But the winner won’t be 
from the governing  
Labour-type Socialist 
Party (PS).

In a humiliation 
unprecedented in modern 
France, president Francois 
Hollande accepted he was 
too unpopular to re-stand.

Then his prime minister 
Manuel Valls lost in 
the primaries to Benoit 
Hamon, a soft left rebel.

Hamon has been left 
standing by candidates who 
are former PS ministers 
that have lead splits.

Strangely
Though strangely, since 
neither is likely to win a 
parliamentary majority 
without the PS, it is the 
likeliest party to join 
the next government.

The favourite is young 
technocrat Emmanuel 
Macron who broke from the 
PS government last year.

He is Hollande’s former 
finance minister, but he 
reckons that having been 
a banker before makes 
him an “outsider”.

Macron has backed off 
from Valls’ Islamophobia 
and wants to finally end 

Hollande’s two-year state 
of emergency. But his main 
problem with the PS is 
that its attacks on workers’ 
rights didn’t go far enough.

Expecting 
Straight-talking car worker 
Philippe Poutou of the 
New Anticapitalist Party is 
expecting a modest vote. But 
he has shaken up the debate 
and helped raise the profile 
of a class-based alternative.

After a strong performance 
on televised debates,  
Jean-Luc Melenchon is 
terrifying the bosses. He rails 
against the rich, campaigns 
for peace, hounds racists and 
mourns drowned refugees.

But his programme, 
centred on constitutional 
reform for a “Sixth 
Republic”, is an uneasy 
mix of class anger and 
soft nationalism.

It’s all about the “people” 
asserting “sovereignty”, 
with French flags and the 
national anthem—leaving 
room to back border 
controls, arms exports and 
deals with dictatorships.

Noxious Tory Francois 
Fillon has gone from 
certainty to long-shot.

His talk of budget cuts and 
“family values” backfired 
when it emerged that he’d 
paid his wife and children 
handsomely for fake jobs 
at public expense.

W
hen Front 
National  
l e a d e r 
J e a n -
M a r i e 
L e  Pe n 

reached  the  second 
round of the 2002 French 
presidential election, it 
provoked mass protests. 

Fifteen years later his 
daughter and successor 
Marine Le Pen’s strength 
in the polls is taken for 
granted.

She has succeeded in 
feeding off the racism 
pushed by the main par-
ties and in a strategy of  
“de-demonisation” of the FN. 

After a bitter faction fight 
with her father she has dis-
tanced herself from much of 
his toxic image. But the dif-
ferences between them are 
over tactics, not principles.

Elections have only ever 
been a means to an end for 
the FN, launched as the vehi-
cle to break the fascist right 
out of its post war isolation.

Le Pen senior built his 
party on murderous hate and 
the fascist tradition of Adolf 
Hitler and Benito Mussolini. 

In 1995 FN activists who 
were out flyposting shot teen-
ager Ibrahim Ali-Abdallah in 
the back. Skinheads threw 
Moroccan migrant Brahim 
Bouhane in the river Seine 
during an FN march in Paris. 

Its paramilitary “security 
service” today counts around 
1,500 thugs with terrifying 
stashes of weapons.

Le Pen’s strategy meant 
hiding that repulsive heart 
behind a veneer of respectabil-
ity to reach a mass audience. 

But elements of that wider 
following had to be drawn into 
the hardcore—and for that the 
mask had to slip sometimes.

Harden 
What seemed like “lapses” 
into taboo subjects such as 
Holocaust denial were calcu-
lated. They drove away some 
voters, but forced those who 
stayed to harden their positions.

Marine Le Pen plays the same 
trick. In 2015 she channelled 
Nazi-style biological racism by 
pledging to “eradicate bacterial 
immigration” by refugees with 
“non-European diseases”.

While her rhetoric relies far 
more on attacking Muslims, the 
Holocaust remains an essential 
touchstone. 

Just this month Le Pen 
claimed that France was “not 
responsible” for French cops 
directed by French officials 
rounding up Jews for deporta-
tion to Nazi death camps. 

Behind closed doors the FN is 
more explicit. Its head in Nice, 
Benoit Loeuillet, was sacked 
last month after undercover 
reporters filmed him saying 
“there weren’t mass deaths like 
people say” in the Holocaust.

Along with ideology, activ-
ism is the glue that holds the 
FN together—from mass rallies 
to covert acts of violence. 

It was behind many of the 
protests in towns and villages 

last year against the arrival of 
refugees from Calais.

But to avoid undermining the 
party’s electoral work, much 
of the direct action is done 
through satellite groups.

Marine Le Pen cut the FN’s 
ties to those whose violence 
made them notorious—street-
fighting “student union” GUD 
and the skinhead Revolutionary 
Nationalist Youth.

Others have taken their 
place, notably the Identitarian 
Bloc. Its leader in Nice, Philippe 

Vardon, became a regional FN 
councillor in 2015. He was sen-
tenced to six months in jail last 
year for a racist assault using 
teargas and a knife.

Another FN candidate, 
Rodolphe Schwarz, led wildcat 
marches of police officers last 
October. These were among 
the only recent protests to win 
their demands from the French 
government.

As rage against police vio-
lence exploded this February, 
MPs were voting to give cops 

more powers to use their guns. 
No wonder around half of offic-
ers and their families vote for 
the FN.

This all requires a tense, del-
icate balance—and whenever 
it trips up the FN explodes in 
infighting.

Deputy leader Bruno Megret 
tore half the party away from Le 
Pen’s “extremism” into his elec-
toralist National Republican 
Movement (MNR) in 1999. It 
swiftly disintegrated while Le 
Pen rebuilt.

Today one key faultline is 
between overtly homopho-
bic MP Marion Marechal-Le 
Pen and gay “modernising”  
vice-president Florian Philippot.

Another is between Le Pen’s 
“anti-system” rhetoric and her 
success that makes her part of 
the system.

She couldn’t make hay from 
Tory Francois Fillon’s embez-
zlement scandal because she’s 
under investigation for using 
the exact same scam.

The 2014 local elections 
illustrate how difficult the FN 
has found it to build up enough 
reliable members. It struggled 
to find enough candidates 
for all its target seats—and 
around 400 of the 1,500 candi-
dates elected are already gone.

A
LL successful 
fascists have 
to be ruthless 
opportunists to 
suit the chang-
ing situation.

Their internal contradic-
tions can prove fatal—as in 
the messy collapse of the Nazi 
British National Party.

Or, if contained long enough 
to win power, they can be 
resolved—as in the “Night of 
the long knives” where Hitler 
murdered his fellow Nazi rivals 
in 1934. Much depends on the 
opposition they face.

Mainstream French politi-
cians aren’t putting up a fight.

All the main parties have fed 
the FN with racism. The centre 
right and liberal parties have 
flirted with alliances with it.

The centre left responds to 
FN threats by standing down to 
let the Tories take them on.

But the FN can be surpris-
ingly vulnerable to opposition 
that disrupts it. Le Pen works 
hard to ditch the label of “F for 
fascist, N for Nazi” precisely 
because it is so damaging.

When a small group of 
Corsican nationalists invaded 
an FN rally this month, the FN 
“security service” responded 
with teargas that meant the 
room had to be evacuated.

Riot police put the village of 
Rignac on lockdown last month 
in response to anti-fascists just 
booking a room. Larger cities 
have seen thousands-strong 
protests against the FN.

Millions hate everything it 
stands for, and the potential 
exists for a mass anti-fascist 
movement that could choke it 
and crush it.

If left to grow, the danger 
isn’t just that it the votes but 
that it forges a weapon fit to 
smash all democracy.

  LE PE N’S   
 FRONT FOR  
 FASCISM

Front National (FN) candidate Marine Le Pen is pushing 
hard in Saturday’s first round of the French presidential 
election. Dave Sewell argues she remains a committed Nazi 

The Holocaust 
remains an 
essential 
touchstone for 
Marine Le Pen

‘‘ 
Le Pen senior sought
to build a fascist party

Stalin was the embodiment 
of a counter-revolution

Jospeh Stalin’s rise 
to power was not the 
inevitable result of a 
revolution, but flowed 
from its defeat

JOSEPH STALIN wrote to 
his Bolshevik party comrade 
Lev Kamenev in 1912, “I kiss 
you on the nose, Eskimo-
fashion. Dammit! I miss you 
something awful. I miss you 
like hell, I swear. I have no 
one, not a soul to have a 
proper talk with, damn you.”

But 24 years later, he 
stage-managed Kamenev’s 
trial as a “fascist spy” and had 
him shot “like a dog”.

In 1912, Stalin was 
regarded as an audacious 
revolutionary and an affable 
comrade. By the 1930s, he 
was a dictator presiding 
over the death of millions 
and helping to snuff out 
revolutionary possibilities 
across the world. 

Stalin and his crimes are 
often used to discredit the 
idea of socialist revolution.

In fact, Stalinism was 
the product of the defeat of 
revolution.

Joseph Djugashvili—
Stalin’s real name—was born 
in 1878. His father was a 
cobbler. To escape poverty 
he went to train as a priest, 
but discovered atheism and 
Marxism. 

Exile
Stalin worked in the illegal 
revolutionary networks, was 
repeatedly jailed and suffered 
internal exile. 

He carried out robberies 
for the revolution. In June 
1907 in Tiflis, he staged 
a successful attack on a 
shipment worth a fortune to 
the state bank. 

By the outbreak of the 
1917 Russian Revolution 
he was a trusted Bolshevik 
functionary.

A member of the Executive 
Committee of the Petrograd 
Soviet and the Bolshevik 
central committee, Stalin 
tended to go with whichever 
was the most dominant 
opinion in the party.

Outside revolutionaries, 
Stalin was not a conspicuous 
figure. From March to 
October 1917 he spoke in 
public only three times. 

In 1922, the dying 
revolutionary leader Lenin 
warned the other Bolshevik 
leaders, “Comrade Stalin, 
having become  
Secretary-General, has 
unlimited authority 
concentrated in his hands, 
and I am not sure whether 
he will always be capable 
of using that authority with 
sufficient caution.”

After Lenin’s death 
Stalin tried to seize Lenin’s 
reputation by insisting on the 
mummification of his body and 
the deification of his name.

The Russian Revolution 
was isolated. The working 
class that had made the 
revolution was almost entirely 
wiped out by war and famine.

Of the three million adult 
workers in Russia, only 
1.2 million remained by 
1921, and many of those 
were driven out of the cities 
in search of food. 

Revolutionary Leon Trotsky 
described the way in which 
sections of the Bolsheviks 
represented the pulls on the 

revolution. Some represented 
workers’ interests, others the 
return of private capitalism.

Stalin represented the 
growth of the bureaucracy.

Trotsky’s analysis had huge 
strengths, but he was wrong 
when he thought that the 
bureaucracy was not strong 
enough to form a new ruling 
class.

The revolution didn’t 
spread, so it withered. A 
counter-revolution took 
over with Stalin as its 
embodiment.

Industrialise
Stalin put forward the new 
policy of “socialism in one 
country”. He argued that world 
revolution was indefinitely 
postponed. So the task was for 
Russia to industrialise. 

In 1931 Stalin said, “We 
are 50 or 100 years behind 
the advanced countries. We 
must make good this distance 
in 10 years.”

Industrialisation in 
countries such as Britain had 
wrecked the lives of millions 
of workers during a process 
lasting over 100 years. Stalin’s 
brutality was to do it in 20.

One by one the gains of the 
revolution were cast aside. 

Stalin destroyed what 
people fought for in 1917 and 
he physically liquidated many 
of the people who fought in 
1917 because they carried the 
memory of the revolution. 

Russia became not a 
socialist society at all. It 
was a state capitalist society 
presided over by a tyrant. 
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage at 
tinyurl.com/sw1917

JOSEPH STALIN went from comrade (left, in a secret police 
photo) to a dictator who slaughtered revolutionaries (right) 

1917 TIMELINE
6 April (19 April in the 
modern calendar) 
lFurious discussion in 
the Bolshevik party after 
Lenin’s denunciation of the 
Provisional Government
lLenin writes, “The country 
is passing from the first 
stage of the revolution—
which placed power in the 
hands of the bourgeoisie—
to its second stage which 
must place power in the 
hands of the proletariat and 
the poorest peasants.”

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION
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Will posties deliver fight for pensions? 
by NICK CLARK

POSTAL WORKERS’ union, 
the CWU, threatened on 
Thursday of last week to 
ballot for strikes to defend 
pensions.

The previous day Royal 
Mail announced plans to 
rob some 90,000 workers of 
thousands of pounds from 
their pensions every year.

Some workers could lose 
almost £4,500 a year—more 
than £100,000 over the course 
of retirement—the CWU said.

CWU official Ray Ellis 
said that “any attempt by the 
company to impose change  
without agreement will be 
met with the strongest pos-
sible opposition including a 
ballot for industrial action”.

Worse
Bosses want to replace the 
defined benefits scheme with 
a worse defined contribution 
scheme. That means work-
ers will have to pay more but 
won’t know how much pen-
sion they get until they retire.

Merlin Reader, a CWU rep in 
central London, told Socialist  
Worker, “The employer’s 
contribution goes from  

17 percent to 10 percent or 
11 percent. How much we 
get at the end depends on the 
stock market.”

The attack on pensions 
is part of a bosses’ wish list 
that includes attempts to 
drive down wages and con-
ditions—and a big attack on 
the union.

Royal Mail wants to get rid 
of supplementary payments 
workers currently get for 
extra duties such as driving.

Bosses also want to 
“restructure” redundancy 
procedures, make it easier to 
launch disciplinaries against 
workers over attendance and 
introduce worse terms and 
conditions for new starters.

Weaken
And there are moves to seri-
ously weaken the union by 
getting rid of area reps—
the backbone of the CWU’s 
regional organisation.

It ’s all about making 
Royal Mail more “competi-
tive” since it was privatised 
in 2013.

Merlin said, “We didn’t 
have the massive attacks 
before the selloff like workers  
in other privatised indus-
tr ies  such as  BT did.  

But we’re starting to see 
those now.

“It’s an attack on the 
union, but it’s about how a 
private business operates—
doing over agreements, the 
union and the workers”.

The CWU is set to to 
launch a fightback, focused 
around defending pensions.

Ballot
Union leaders are likely to 
announce a ballot at the 
CWU’s conference in Bourne-
mouth this week.

T h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y 
launched a petition cam-
paigning around “four  
pillars” of security including a 
pension deal and agreements 
that protect conditions.

There will also be a debate 
on how best to resist. Emer-
gency motions call for a fight 
and suggest national strikes.

Merlin said, “The petition 
is about getting CWU reps 
out talking to members and 
building for a fight.

“But I think there’s going 
to be an argument about 
what’s realistic and what the 
members are up for.”

He added, “There’s got to 
be a strong argument that we 
need to go all out to win this.”MEMBERS OF the CWU union protesting over pensions  Picture: cWu
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Social care  
will collapse 
unless our 
unions fight
As cuts create a crisis, workers told 
Raymie Kiernan the Unison union 
election is chance to build resistance 

SOME 928 people left their social 
care job every day in 2015-16, new 
figures show. Around one in every 
20 care roles is vacant—a short-
age of 84,320.

The hours are long, pay is poor 
and the physical and mental stress 
can be unbearable.

Doncaster care worker Roger Hutt  
says they need a fighting union to 
combat the increasingly dire state 
of social care.

The Unison union rep is a  
candidate for the union’s national 
executive elections, part of the 
Unison Action Broad Left. He told 
Socialist Worker, “Care workers are 
not valued. I love my job but they 
are wanting more for less.”

One in three care workers in 
England are on a zero hours con-
tract. Average pay is just £7.69 an 
hour and over 200,000 are paid less 
than the minimum wage.

Privatisation is to blame. In the 
last 20 years care services have been 
handed to private firms. Two-thirds 
of workers say the quality of adult 
care has dropped as a result. 

Doncaster care worker Theresa 
Rollinson and Roger know the 
impact of privatisation.

They were transferred from the 
NHS in 2013 when Labour-run 
Doncaster Council privatised the 
supported living service. Private 
equity-backed firm Care UK attacked 
their conditions, slashed pay and 
created a two-tier workforce.

Resisted
Workers resisted with 90 days of 
strikes over eight months. But the 
deal that ended the dispute was a 
bitter pill to swallow after months 
of unfulfilled promises of national 
backing from their union.

Theresa said workers are fighting 
their employer again, although it is 
no longer Care UK.

“In 2015 they sold us off to 
Lifeways but we’re run under 
the brand of ‘Living Ambitions’,” 
Theresa said. Workers are angry at 
changes to when they are paid.

Theresa said, “We’ve just waited 
47 days since our last pay. A lot 

of people have joined the union 
because of this. My contract says I’m 
paid monthly but I didn’t get paid 
in March except for enhancements.”

This is the reality of faceless 
investment funds. It’s why these pri-
vate vultures should not be allowed 
anywhere near our care services.

Austerity
Now the combination of profit, aus-
terity and an ageing population has 
created the perfect storm. The main 
unions for care workers—while 
highlighting the problems—have 
not done enough to resist.

Unison members should use their 
vote to elect a fighting leadership 
that will take on privatisation.

Roger is determined to be a voice 
for resistance. He said, “We’re going 
to lose the NHS unless we fight for 
it—our union has a massive role to 
play in that. I want to see us fight.

“They’re chipping away at eve-
rything with the cuts and the  
1 percent pay freeze. We’ve got to 
challenge them. Enough is enough.”

Theresa added, “Roger’s on the 
shop floor and knows what needs 
addressing. He’s a grassroots fighter 
—I know he’ll speak up for me.”
Workers spoke in a personal 
capacity

BACK STORY
The social care crisis is growing 
and privatisation is responsible
lSkills for Care estimated that 
340,000 social care employees 
leave their jobs each year
lThere is now a massive staff 
shortage and turnover rates are 
increasing
lCare workers’ unions have 
been good at raising awareness 
of the crisis but have not pushed 
resistance to the cuts
lOver 200,000 care workers are 
paid less than minimum wage

THERESA ROLLINSON fighting private equity firm Bridgepoint in 2014           Picture:SocialiSt Worker

Health workers can’t afford to wait 
until 2020—we need a vision to win
WE TALK about how terrible the 
crisis is in the NHS and social 
care, but it’s significantly worse 
now than it has ever been.

The NHS has five levels of 
alert—“black alert” means there 
are systematic problems and 
people could be harmed by 
coming in. Across England, the 
number of trusts that are regularly 
on black alert is increasing.

We’re now on a road where 
we have to work harder, work 
more hours with less rest—and 
are subject to useless processes 
designed to “ration” care.

In Bolton, where I work, to get 
a hip replacement people have to 
prove that they can’t get upstairs 
to bed to get onto the waiting list.

Drowning
We’re drowning locally under 
budget cuts and privatisation. 
The Tories’ Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs) will 
only make that worse.

They’re done in secret and 
dressed up in smoke and mirrors 
about “integrating” health and 
social care.

They don’t shout about the fact 
that we’re going to lose beds, A&E 

departments or whole hospitals.
The opposition is coming from 

health campaigns and some 
health workers. Unfortunately, 
our Unison union isn’t opposed 
to STPs in principle because 
the leadership wrongly see it as 
bringing “integration”.

Unison members were the 
biggest group represented on 
the 200,000-strong health 
demonstration on 4 March. But 

that came from branches—the 
union backed it late and it didn’t 
feel like we had national backing.

While health workers are 
increasingly angry, they’re not 
convinced that the union is the 
place that will provide solution to 
that anger.

Survive
The leadership’s strategy has been 
holding people’s hands to survive 
until the next general election 
when we might get a Labour 
government. 

The Royal College of Nursing 
met last week and are consulting 
their members on fighting on pay.

Unison’s consultation says 
there’s no mood to fight on 
pay so they want a dispute 
over regrading in each of the 
12 regions. That’s a good local 
strategy and there could be local 
disputes that inspire others to 
fight.

But the message that there’s 
no general mood knocks down 
confidence.

We have to take a position and 
tell people—if you want end to 
how it is, we have to fight and this 
is how we could win.

COMMENT
KAREN REISSMANN
Unison executive 
(personal capacity)

More online...
Full list of Unison Action Broad 
Left candidates at bit.ly/2nISyhq

7NEWS Socialist Worker  19 April 2017
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IN BRIEF 

Brighton strike 
by lecturers’ union
UCU UNION members at 
the University of Brighton 
plan a two-day strike from 
Wednesday of next week—and 
they plan to escalate action. 

The walkout follows a 
half-day strike at the end of 
last month as well as a work 
to rule. 

Lecturers are in dispute 
over attacks on conditions 
and redundancies. 

Bosses have said they will 
choose which issues they will 
negotiate on. This effectively 
derecognises the union.
lSend messages of support to 
m.abel@brighton.ac.uk

Janitors keep up 
action for equal pay
GLASGOW JANITORS have 
announced a fresh three-
day strike in their 15-month 
dispute with bosses at the 
Labour council-run firm 
Cordia.

The Unison union 
members were set to strike 
from 25-27 April.

They are demanding the 
same payments given to 
council employees—worth up 
to £1,000 a year.

Pro-choice march 
set for Birmingham
THE ABORTION Rights 
campaign has called a pro-
choice protest in Birmingham 
on Saturday 20 May.

This will take on anti-
choice bigots who plan to 
hold a “March for Life”.

The campaign is linking 
up with women’s groups as 
part of the Women’s March 
Against Trump.

It assembles at 12 noon, 
Victoria Square, Birmingham 
city centre.
lGo to abortionrights.org.uk

Name and shame 
lousy landlords
A NEW campaign is set to 
name and shame the worst 
landlords and bosses in the 
sector, with the Alternative 
Housing Awards.

The event, called by the 
Housing Association Workers 
and Residents network, takes 
place just around the block 
from the bosses’ own UK 
Housing Awards.
lAlternative Housing Awards, 
Wednesday 26 April, 5.30pm, 
Lancaster Gate Hotel, London 
W2 3NA

Campaign against 
climate change
CLIMATE CAMPAIGNERS are 
set to protest in solidarity 
with the People’s Climate 
March in Washington DC next 
Saturday.

The Campaign against 
Climate Change (CCC) has 
called for a demonstration on 
Westminster Bridge from  
12 noon on Saturday 29 April. 

CCC will also be marching 
in a climate bloc on this 
Saturday’s “March for 
Science”.
lMore info at campaigncc.org

Nazis plan protests in 
two cities on same day
by SADIE ROBINSON 

UNITE AGAINST Fascism 
(UAF) is calling on  
anti-Nazis to join two protests 
on Saturday 3 June. 

The racist English Defence 
League (EDL) has threatened 
to protest in Liverpool. UAF 
has now called a protest 
outside Liverpool Lime Street 
railway station from 12 noon.

Nazis Britain First have 
called a protest in Birmingham 
on the same day. UAF will hold 
a counter-protest from  
12 noon.

Nazi groups have previously 
been humiliated and 
outnumbered in both cities. 

Rallied 
Most recently, the EDL 
mustered just 80 for a national 
mobilisation in Birmingham  
on 8 April—while up to  
350 anti-fascists rallied against 
them.

A 1,000-strong demo and 
a protest outside Lime Street 
station wrecked a Nazi “White 
Man March” in Liverpool in 

August 2015, forcing  
24 Nazis to abandon their 
march.

Some 500 anti-fascists also 
outnumbered a North West 
Infidels protest in Liverpool in 
March last year.
lGo to Don’t let the racists 
divide us – No To Fascist 
Britain First! on Facebook.

nOVER 400 anti-fascists 
outnumbered 50 Nazis in 
Wishaw in Lanarkshire last 
Saturday.

The Scottish Defence League 
(SDL) tried to whip up racism 

against refugees as some 
Syrians have been housed in 
the town. 

But hundreds turned out 
to stop them and stand in 
solidarity with refugees. 

A number of groups 
including No SDL in Wishaw, 
Wishaw Against Racism and 
UAF backed the counter-
protest. 

Rachel Hamada from the 
Scottish Refugee Council 
said, “Most Scots have shown 
that they can and will stand 
together with refugees against 
racists.”

Showing solidarity outside the Russian embassy 

Militant made redundant
WORKERS AT IT services firm 
Fujitsu struck nationwide 
on Thursday of last week.

They were set to walk 
out again on Thursday 
and Friday of this week 
and Monday of next, with 
seven more dates planned.

Fujitsu is pushing 
through mass job losses, 
including through 
compulsory redundancy. 

Unite’s chair at Fujitsu, 
Ian Allinson, was among 
those summoned to a 
compulsory redundancy 
meeting last week.

He told Socialist Worker, 
“They created a redundancy 
pool of about six people 
in a department of 600, 
on a completely arbitrary 
basis, and then said they’re 
sacking all of us. Yet I 
work in an area where 
there’s a skills shortage.

“In reality it’s an attack 

on the union. They’ve 
gerrymandered the 
redundancies to get rid of 
one of the key reps. It’s 
why it’s worth opposing 
compulsory redundancies—
if employers get to pick and 
choose who to lay off they’ll 
use it to weaken the union.”

But workers are resisting. 
Ian said, “Obviously I’m 
going to appeal—and the 
strike is not just for me, 
but for all the jobs.” 

LGBT+ LIBERATION

UNITE ELECTION

VOTING IN the Unite 
union’s general secretary 
election was set to close on 
Wednesday this week with 
the result around next Friday.

Right wing candidate and 
senior official Gerard Coyne 
provoked outrage by writing in 
the Sun newspaper last week. 

Meanwhile incumbent 
Len McCluskey was 
reported to the Information 
Commissioner over pre-

recorded phone messages to 
Unite members.

Socialist Worker calls for a 
vote for Ian Allinson, a rank 
and file worker currently 
in dispute at his workplace 
Fujitsu (see above).

Allinson has called post-
election meetings in several 
cities to discuss continuing to 
“shake up” the union. 
lFor details go to  
bit.ly/2on361l 

FUJITSU
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BMW

Strikes over pensions cuts
A PROGRAMME of eight 
planned strikes against BMW 
bosses’ pension robbery was 
set to start on Wednesday this 
week, with a second on Sunday.

This follows a 93 percent 
vote for action.

Unite union members at 
the Mini plants in Cowley in 
Oxford, and Swindon were set 
to join both walkouts, along 
with those at the Hams Hall 

engine plant in Warwickshire 
on the Wednesday.

Bosses plan to close workers’ 
final salary pension scheme, 
costing workers thousands from 
their retirement income.

With attacks against pension 
schemes underway across 
the private sector, the BMW 
dispute is a fight for us all.
lSend messages of support at 
bit.ly/2onfnmd

AROUND 600 people 
turned out for a LGBT+ 
solidarity protest outside 
the Russian embassy in 
London last Wednesday.  

It was organised by Pride 
in London in response to 
reports of gay men being 
detained in Chechnya in 
the Russian Federation. 

Protester Maeve told 
Socialist Worker, “I didn’t go 
on protests or think about 
the bigger question before, 
but showing solidarity 
is important. What’s 
happening is horrific.”

OBITUARIES
Martin Roiser
1945-2017
MARTIN Roiser died peacefully 
on Monday 10 April. While a 
psychology student at Bristol 
University in the 1960s, he 
went to Northern Ireland for a 
Civil Rights march. 

He went as a peace activist, 
but returned a supporter of 
the International Socialists, 
forerunner of the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP). 

Martin moved to west 
London as a lecturer at Ealing 
College of Higher Education. 

He was involved in his 
Natfhe union, anti-Nazi work 
and organising the IS and 
SWP in west London. 

SWP member Nick Grant 
describes how Martin and 
others went to Leamington Spa 

to steal a sign outside rascist 
Robert Relf’s house saying “For 
Sale—to an English family 
only”. 

They brought it back to 

be ceremoniously burned in 
Southall. 

Another comrade Gareth 
Jenkins writes that Martin 
was “an immensely kind and 
gentle man, with whom it was 
always a pleasure to discuss 
politics, ideas and culture.” 

Martin loved music and 
played guitar and mandolin. 
He also had a keen interest 
in the ecological aspects of 
Marxism and the need to fight 
climate change

Bring banners and placards 
to his funeral (details below). 
Sarah Cox with help 
from Jude Roiser, Gareth 
Jenkins, Nick Grant, Saba 
Shiraz and many others
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk 
Funeral Tue 2 May, 1pm at 
Green Acres Chiltern, Potkiln 
Lane, Jordans, Beaconsfield, 
Buckinghamshire HP9 2XB

Katharina ‘Katya’ 
Abildgaard
1972-2017
COMRADES IN Hackney were 
shocked to learn of the death 
of Katharina Abildgaard, 
shortly after she was admitted 
to hospital and diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer.

Katya, who was Danish, 
came to Britain over 25 years 
ago and joined the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) at 
Marxism Festival 2012. 

Katya came to branch 
meetings as often as she 
could. 

She laughed a lot and 
comrades enjoyed any activity 
she was involved in. 

She was a committed  
anti-racist, heart and soul. 

Her last activity was selling 
Socialist Worker outside a 
packed Hackney Stand Up To 
Racism rally just a month ago.                                

Hackney SWP mourn a 
warm, caring person who 
passionately identified with 
those struggling against 
oppression.
lThere will be a service for 
Katya on Thur 20 April, 
11.30am, St Matthew’s Church,   
Hammersmith W14 0NR

Martin disrupting a tennis 
match against apartheid 
South Africa in 1969   

Katharina Abildgaard

Saying ‘no pasaran’ in Wishaw  
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TRANSPORT

Rail strikes not stopping
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

MORE COORDINATED rail strikes 
to defend the role of the train guard 
have been announced by the RMT 
rail union.

Its members on the Northern and 
East Coast networks are set to walk 
out together on Friday of next week, 
with East Coast workers striking 
again the following day.

These will be the latest walkouts in 
a series of disputes over bosses’ attack 
on safety that also includes Southern 
rail and Merseyrail. 

The extension of driver only oper-
ation (DOO), bringing in new trains 
and bosses’ refusals to guarantee the 
role of the train guard is what lies 
behind the strikes. 

The RMT said imposed changes 

at East Coast have created “a cha-
otic shambles” with “untrained staff 
forced into roles and the whole 
train crew left to work it out for 
themselves”.

Workers fear the changes could be 
preparing for DOO in the future.

Standstill
On Northern Rail, strikes have hit 
bosses hard, who have struggled 
to maintain even a quarter of the 
normal services. When workers on 
both Northern and Merseyrail struck 
on 8 April it brought Liverpool to a 
standstill. 

Merseyrail is accountable to 
Merseytravel, a regional transport 
authority that will answer to the new 
Liverpool “metro mayor” elected on 
4 May. RMT general secretary Mick 

Cash called on Labour’s candidate 
Steve Rotherham to back the union’s 
fight. 

Cash said, “Merseyrail is Britain’s 
most profitable train-operating com-
pany, yet is paying absolutely nothing 
towards the new fleet, and it could 
easily afford to retain guards and 
still make a substantial and growing 
profit.

“Merseyrail has a contractual 
clause that forces local taxpayers to 
foot the bill for the dispute, when 
that money could be used to finance 
a solution to it.”

The Merseyrail clause is not unique. 
Many if not all the rail operators have 
some kind of insurance policy like 
this backed by public money.

It’s time to renationalise, and take 
our rail back from the fat cats.

SCHOOLS

March called as London walkouts go on
NUT UNION members at 
three London secondary 
schools were set to strike 
this week over job losses 
that workers say are linked 
to funding cuts.

Teachers at Plumstead 
Manor School and Corelli 
College were set to walk 
out on Thursday. Both are 
in Greenwich, south east 
London. They also plan 
strikes on Tuesday and 
Wednesday of next week.

GMB union members 
were also set to strike at 
Plumstead Manor. Cuts 
there threaten to push 
through 27 redundancies. 
Up to 17 jobs are at risk at 
Corelli College.

Kirstie Paton is assistant 
secretary of Greenwich NUT. 
“Often local authorities will 
step in to take on deficits 
of schools converting to 

academy status,” she said. 
“If it’s good enough for 
academies, why not our 
local authority schools? It’s 
not our deficit and we don’t 
think students and staff 
should lose out.”

Teachers in the NUT 
union are also set to strike 
on Thursday at Forest 
Hill School in the nearby 
borough of Lewisham.

The school faces cuts 
of £1.3 million from the 
Labour-run council. This 
will mean fewer teaching 
assistants, cuts in subjects 
and less student support. 

But people are fighting 
back—and their action is 
splitting the Labour group.

Teachers and parents 
have called a march and 
rally, and teachers have 
already held three days 
of strikes. Parents have 

been leafleting across the 
constituency during the 
Easter break.

The Tories are making 
savage funding cuts while 
ploughing billions into 
free schools. But there is 
growing resistance.

NUT members struck at 
Parkwood Primary school 
and the Inclusion and 
Specialist Support Team in 
Hackney, east London, last 
month.

And the NUT’s conference 
last weekend backed 
coordinated strikes (see 
page 20). There is potential 
for the battles in London to 
grow into a bigger struggle.
lMarch and rally for Forest 
Hill School—Sat 22 April, 
11.30am, Mountsfield Park, 
SE6 1AN. Send messages 
of support to membsec@
lewisham.nut.org.uk

STRIKERS PUT on a good show in East Dulwich Picture: Guy Smallman

Action stalled
THE UNITE union suspended a 
planned walkout by ferry workers 
in Woolwich, south east London, 
on Tuesday. 

A further walkout, planned 
for this Friday, could go ahead 
depending on talks between the 
union and bosses on Thursday.

Workers are fighting over 
allegations of sexual harassment 
and bullying, and serious health 
and safety concerns.

Workers in both the Unite 
and GMB union held successful 
walkouts in January and February. 

NUT CONFERENCE

>>continued from page 20
framework for how we will be 
able to deliver that boycott in 
June.”

Chris Ayton, a primary  
teacher from Manchester, 
won a standing ovation for his 
speech in favour of a boycott. 

“I don’t want to crush 
children so they’ll be exploited 
by big business—that isn’t the 
point of teaching,” he said. 

“It’s our responsibility not to 
do that to our children.

“I boycotted the Sats on two 
separate occasions. The last 
time we called it off to show 
goodwill. We’ve been showing 
goodwill for 20 years—where’s 
it got us? Now is the time for 
action.”

Chris told Socialist Worker, 
“When union leaders want 
a boycott to happen, it has 
happened. It’s more to do with 
the political mood than the 
technicalities. 

“And now I think the mood 
has shifted. The fight over cuts 
will be crucial.”

GRAINGER INQUIRY

Killer cop is 
contradicted
by ELEANOR CLAXTON-MAYER

THE GREATER Manchester 
Police officer who shot 
Anthony Grainger in March 
2012, known only as Q9, had 
their account contradicted at 
the public inquiry last week.

X7, the officer in charge of 
the operation on the ground, 
said that they reached the 
driver’s side of the car that 
Anthony was in before he 
was shot.

They said Anthony was 
complying and looking 

directly at them, slightly 
turning his head to his right 
with his hands raised.

They stated that Anthony 
flinched a few seconds later 
when the glass was broken 
to deploy a gas canister, and 
“then he just started lowering 
his hands very very slowly” 
before slumping to his right.

This contradicts Q9, who 
claimed that they did not 
see X7 by the driver’s door, 
that Anthony made a sudden 
movement with this hand 
towards his lap, and that they 
fired the shot before the gas 
canister was deployed. 

Forensic scientist Philip 
Seamn told the inquiry 
Anthony was “turned partly 
to his right” when shot.

The inquiry continues
lLonger at socialistworker.
co.uk/art/44439/x

CINEMA WORKERS

WOOLWICH FERRY

A picture of 
defiance
WORKERS AT five branches 
of Picturehouse cinemas 
walked out and rallied at 
the chain’s East Dulwich 
branch in south London last 
Saturday.

The strike was part of 
a continuing dispute over 
demands including sick pay, 
maternity pay, paternity pay, 
and a Living Wage.
lReport from the strike 
at socialistworker.co.uk/
art/44437/P
lAndrea Cencioni, union rep at 
Picturehouse Central, explains 
the dispute at socialistworker.
co.uk/art/44430/F

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

 Unions clash over pay deal
A ROW broke out last week 
between Scottish local 
government trade unions 
after one blamed the other 
for its members having to 
wait for council chiefs’ paltry 
pay deal.

GMB Scotland wrote to its 
members saying the pay deal 
“is potentially going to be 
delayed by Unison’s decision 
to reject the pay offer”. It said 
that Unison did not tell GMB 
that it would recommend 
rejecting the offer.

Unison hit back saying 
both GMB and Unite union 
officials agreed that the offer 
“was not good enough”.
But it seems GMB and Unite 
recommended their members 
accept, which they did.

The deal was a flat rate 
£350 offer for those on 
less than £35,000 a year 
and 1 percent for those on 
£35,000 and above. Unite 
said it “was the best that 
we could achieve through 

negotiation” and GMB 
officials seemed content to 
get an offer “deliberately 
weighted to the lowest paid”. 

However, with inflation 
at over 3 percent, the 
2.18 percent “rise” for 
workers on £16,000 a year is 
in fact a real terms cut. 

Unison members 
overwhelmingly rejected the 
offer by 78 percent. 

The union claims more 
of its members accepted the 
deal than are members of 
both GMB and Unite in the 
sector in Scotland.

It’s good that Unison 
recommended rejection. But 
a week after publishing the 
result no date had been set 
for an official strike ballot.

Instead of engaging in 
petty “our membership 
is bigger than yours” 
arguments officials should 
get moving with the strike 
ballot and preparing for a 
national walkout.

Anthony Grainger
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School cuts could 
soon mean strikes
by SADIE ROBINSON in Cardiff

TEACHERS IN some English 
schools could strike in the 
summer term in response to 
Tory funding cuts. Delegates 
at the NUT union’s annual 
conference in Cardiff unani-
mously voted for the plan 
last weekend (see below).

London delegates voted to 
call a regional demonstration 
in the capital on Saturday 
24 June. Teachers from the 
South West region will march 
on the same day in Bristol 

Delegates also instructed 
the union to call a national 
demonstration.

General secretary Kevin 
Courtney said the London 
protest has potential to bring 
“hundreds of thousands of 
people” onto the streets.

The cuts will steal £3 bil-
lion from schools in England 
every year by 2020. But they 
have generated enormous 
opposition.

Margaret, secretary of 
Ipswich NUT association, 
told Socialist Worker, “I think 
we’re in a fantastic position to 
beat the cuts. We’re making 
alliances we’ve never seen 
before with head teachers 

and councillors”.
Alex Kenny is on the NUT’s 

national executive commit-
tee. “We think the campaign 
is really strong,” he told 
Socialist Worker. “It is put-
ting the government under 

pressure.” Alex added that 
union members plan to talk 
to head teachers about put-
ting on coaches to bring 
parents to the protest. 

He added, “We’ll also look 
at possible strikes in different 

areas. It is possible to have 
strikes next term.”

The Tories are likely to 
have to retreat over aspects 
of their cuts. But they will 
try and push through slightly 
different attacks instead. A 

strong campaign including 
strikes can make it harder for 
them to get away with that.

It will take hard work to 
achieve the potential high 
turnout on the London dem-
onstration. And more NUT 

regions should call their own 
demonstrations.

Some teachers worry that 
strikes could threaten the 
coalition that is develop-
ing against the cuts because 
people won’t back them. 
They fear there isn’t enough 
awareness about the cuts.

But there’s evidence that 
this isn’t true. Parents have 
organised meetings and pro-
tests of hundreds of people 
in towns and cities across 
England. People new to polit-
ical activity are setting up 
and running campaigns.

At one anti-cuts meeting 
in Hackney east London last 
month, parents were asked if 
they would back a teachers’ 
strike. Every parent said they 
would.

Lesley, a NUT member in 
Nottingham, said she backed 
strikes to stop cuts. “I think 
there’s a lot more public 
support over this than if we 
struck over pay or pensions,” 
she added.

“And the campaign has 
got into the media—a lot of 
people know about it.”

Teachers are now organ-
ising to make the strikes a 
reality—and get as big a coor-
dinated walkout as possible.

A UNANIMOUS vote for strikes Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Union activists can win support for walkouts
NUT DELEGATES agreed 
that the union must 
“take immediate steps to 
identify regions where 
national strike action 
could be called”.

They instructed the 
union to “call a one-day 
strike in those regions 
before the end of the 
2016/17 academic year”.

Ealing in west London 
could be one of those 
regions. Teachers there 
are fighting to get 
agreements over workload 
in several schools.

Stefan Simms is on 
the union’s national 
executive committee and 
a NUT rep in Ealing. He 
told Socialist Worker, 
“We had a reps’ training 
session a few weeks 

ago—40 reps attended.
“I put it to 

them that we 
should go 
back to our 
schools and 
get strikes 
over cuts, 
because this 
will impact on 
workload. They 
voted unanimously 
to do that.”

Workload
Teachers in schools 
that don’t reach 
any agreement 
over workload 
could strike in 
June or July. 

Union leaders 
are likely 
to consult 

divisional 
secretaries about 
the possibilities 
for strikes in their 
areas. It’s critical 
that ordinary 
teachers organise 
to get their 
voices heard.

Paul McGarr is an 
NUT rep in east 
London. He told 
Socialist Worker, 
“Most associations 
will meet at the 
start of May. We 
should build those 
meetings to be 
as big as possible 

and go beyond the 
usual suspects.

“At those 
meetings 
teachers can 

vote to say we want 
the union to call us 
out on strike in June 
or July over cuts.”

Several unions, 
including the NUT, Unison, 
ATL, GMB and Unite, as 
well as the Rescue Our 
Schools group have called 
a lobby of parliament 
over the cuts on 6 June. 

It’s also backed by the 
head teachers’ groups 
NAHT and the ASCL.

Paul said, “Teachers can 
approach their heads and 
suggest that delegations 
from the school are 
sent to the lobby.

“We should try and get 
delegations of parents 
too, and have meetings to 
report back afterwards to 
mobilise more people.”

Ballots for Sats boycott
NUT members voted 
overwhelmingly for 
ballots aimed at 
boycotting the hated 
Sats tests next year. 

The tests have nothing 
to do with helping 
children learn and 
instead are used to rank 
schools in league tables 
and attack teachers.

Delegates instructed 
the union to hold an 
internal ballot of all NUT 
primary school members 
during the autumn term 
to judge the backing for 
a boycott. An official 
ballot could then be held 
in the spring of 2018.

Delegates also 
committed the union to 
balloting head teachers 

who are in the NUT.
Jess Edwards, a 

national executive 
committee member, 
moved the motion. She 
told Socialist Worker, 
“We’ve always had a 
difficulty because of the 
law. It says you have 
to take action within a 
month of balloting.

“And while Sats 
take place in June, the 
preparation starts months 
in advance in September. 

“What we’ve got now 
is a strategy that says 
we’re going to ask all our 
members in September 
whether they are 
prepared to boycott. It 
sets out a much clearer 
>>Continued on page 19

Fighting cuts to schools
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