
 BEAT BACK
 AUSTERITY 
 & RACISM

KICK OUT THE TORIES

lBACK CORBYN 
VOTE LABOUR
lVOTE LEFT 
IN SCOTLAND

After 7 years, 7 reasons 
to end Tory rule

They’ve waged class war on us since 2010, 
now is the time to get our own back >>Pages 10&11

KEEP RACISM OUT 
OF THE ELECTION

Ukip and Tories fan flames of prejudice in bid to win 
votes >>Pages 4&5
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LABOUR PARTY

New Labour—
things only got 
bitter and worse
MAY DAY marks the 
twentieth anniversary of 
Labour’s 1997 landslide. 

That victory is held up 
today as an example of how 
Labour can win.

Nick Clark shows that New 
Labour’s shift to the right didn’t 
gain it votes. It then alienated 
its supporters by waging war 
and forcing through cuts.
>>Pages 14&15

STRIKES

It’s not all about 
votes—building 
struggle is key
SOME TRADE union leaders 
have called off protests and 
strikes to concentrate on 
getting Labour elected.

But other strikes are 
continuing—and the 
strength of the working 
class movement influences 
the traction of Corbyn’s 
arguments.

We need more strikes.
>>Page 20

FRANCE

Nazi gains and 
centre collapses in 
presidential poll
NEOLIBERAL supporter 
Emmanuel Macron has 
emerged as odds-on favourite 
to be the ultimate victor in the 
French presdiential elections.

The first round of the 
election showed the audience 
for left wing ideas as well as 
the danger of fascism. 
>>Page 7
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 ‘Don’t vote for me’ 
candidate of the week
IN SCOTLAND the Tories 
are embroiled in an 
embarrassing row with one 
of their own local election 
candidates over whether 
he agreed to stand.

Thomas Williamson 
will be on the ballot 
paper when voters in the 
Shetland Island’s Lerwick 
North ward vote for their 
councillors.

But the man, “Skerries 
Tom”, has told the 
Shetland Times that 
he never agreed to be 
a Tory candidate—
and has asked 
residents not to vote 
for him.

He said he had 
received a phone 
call from 
some 

“buggers doon sooth”—a 
Tory official asking 
whether he would stand as 
a paper candidate in order 
to boost their national vote 
share.

This was a tactic that 
the local paper said hadn’t 
been employed on the 
islands by parties before.

Williamson said the 
conversation was obscured 
by a “crackling line” and 

that he had been cut off, 
only discovering that 
he was a candidate 
when the official 
notice of the poll 
was published. He 
called his candidacy 

a “cock up”.
The Tories insist  

he did agree 
to stand.

Private firms charge schools 
£8,000 for a window blind
SCHOOLS ARE locked into 
contracts that force them to 
pay high prices for minor 
items, such as £2,000 for a 
sink and £8,000 for a win-
dow blind.

Private Finance Initiative 
(PFI) contracts include 
what are called life-cycle 
costs. These mean schools 
keep paying for minor items 
throughout the duration of 
a PFI contract. Over years, 
even modest payments add 
up to large amounts.

One teacher told the Times 
Educational Supplement, 
“We have an annual PFI bill 
of £132,478. We have been 
paying £88 a year for the 
installation of a new sink 
for 14 years now. With nine 
years left on the PFI contact, 
that sink will cost £2,024.”

A blind for a room at Bristol 
Metropol i tan Academy 
will end up costing £8,154 

under the PFI contract. Oasis 
Academy Brislington, also in 
Bristol, will pay £2,211 for a 
water tap.

National Audit Office 
started an investigation with 
a focus on schools. It was 
originally due to conclude 
in summer, but this has been 

deferred after the announce-
ment of the general election.

The investigation found 
that Newman RC College, a 
secondary school in Oldham, 
was charged £48 for security 
guards to open the prem-
ises to allow pupils to use 
the toilet before a trip. The 

same school had to pay more 
than £400 for caretakers to fit 
notice boards.

PFI investors make profits 
from contracts that run for 
decades. They make money 
from not only charging inter-
est on repayments but also 
from schools paying for ser-
vices such as security, cleaning  
and maintenance, in annual 
payments called unitary 
charges.

Anything that falls outside 
the contract, such as a new 
fire extinguisher or changing 
the use of a room, usually 
results in extra charges.

Every state school in 
England would have to pay 
more than £1 million to clear 
the debt owed to PFI compa-
nies that built new schools.

Taxpayers had already 
paid £7.5 billion in unitary 
charges for school PFIs to the 
end of 2014-15.

lOWEN JONES has launched 
a crowd funding operation. 

The apocalyptically titled “Stop A 
Tory Landslide Fund” was raising 
cash for Labour candidates—
though which ones was unclear. 
There are many crowd funding 
sites available, but Jones chose 
the site founded and run by former 
Tory spin doctor Steve Hilton. 

l TONY BLAIR has said he “almost 
feels motivated” to return to frontline 

politics to fight Brexit, as he urged 
voters to back pro-EU candidates of any 
party. Brexit is now “bigger than party 
allegiance”. Since being responsible for 
the murder of a million Iraqis didn’t get 
him kicked out of Labour, Troublemaker 
presumes calling for voting for parties 
other than Labour won’t either. 

Tories back sexist 
bosses’ dress codes
THE TORIES have quietly 
pushed to one side 
demands that employers 
should not be allowed 
to force women to wear 
heels in the workplace. 

“We are clear that 
the law to deal with this 
sort of discrimination is 
adequate,” a government 
spokesperson claimed, 
citing the 2010 
Equalities Act.

Nicole Thorp initiated 
a parliamentary 
petition after 
being sent 
home from 
the PwC 
accountancy 
firm, where she 
was temping, 
for not wearing 

heels to work. The 
petition was signed 
by 152,000 people.

The 2010 Act is 
vague and open to 
vast interpretation, 
leaving the door open 
to sexist employers.

It states that bosses 
can’t make “significantly 
more demands” on 
women workers than 
on men when it comes 
to dress codes.

And there’ll 
be little 
change as 
long as the 
Tories are in 
government—
another 
reason to get 
rid of them.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW@

Guess who’s back

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘BP portrait 
award shortlist 
offers up all-
female line-up’
The Guardian newspaper 
describes a line-up of images 
of women—not by them 

‘She asked if 
she could walk 
across my lawn 
and I said no, not 
really’
Graham Mills from Dudley 
doesn’t let Theresa May walk 
on his grass

‘Had second old 
school Tory MP— 
in all seriousness 
—refer to the 
Prime Minister 
as “mummy” on 
the phone. That’s 
twice in a week’
The Sun’s Harry Cole has the 
inside scoop on Tory MPs

‘You can’t rule 
out the use of 
nuclear weapons 
as a first strike ‘
Defence minister Michael 
Fallon

‘I am unlikely 
to live to see 
another Labour 
government’ 
The former Labour leader Lord 
Kinnock isn’t optimistic about 
the general election

The three Tory 
policy stooges
MEET THE men writing 
the Tory manifesto.

lMillionaire Tory MP 
George Freeman 

claimed £7,000 in 
taxpayer’s cash for hotel 
stays despite owning a 
£600,000 flat a mile 
from Westminster. He 
defended cuts to Personal 
Independence Payments, 
saying benefits must 
be reserved for “really 
disabled people”.

lPrivately educated 
Tory cabinet minister 

Ben Gummer, whose Tory 
Lord father John Gummer 
sent him to the £9,386-a-
term Tonbridge School.

lFormer Lehman 
Brothers spin 

doctor John Godfrey, 
who spent 20 years 
working in the City before 
being made Theresa 
May’s head of policy.

New Lockerbie 
appeal chance
The family of the man 
convicted of the 1988 
Lockerbie bombing is to 
launch a fresh attempt to 
clear his name.

Files would be handed 
to the Scottish Criminal 
Cases Review Commission 
(SCCRC) within the next 
two weeks.

The SCCRC will decide 
whether there are grounds 
to refer the case to the 
appeal court.

Robbed blind

The non candidate Nicole Thorp

The bigots in Ukip 
have managed to get 
nastier as they get more 
chaotic.

lFormer Ukip leader 
Nigel Farage ruled out 
standing as a MP for 
the party. Afterwards he 
announced, “It would be 
a very easy win for me.”

lCurrent leader Paul 
Nuttall then launched the 
election campaign. After 
spewing some bile he  
refused to say if he was 
standing in the election.

ZIP IT
UKIP!



POST
 Threat of  
 strikes at  
 Royal Mail
by NICK CLARK in Bournemouth

CWU UNION members across 
Britain could ballot in August 
for strikes following a debate 
at their annual conference in 
Bournemouth on Tuesday.

Delegates passed a motion 
threatening strikes if bosses 
refuse to back off from a 
barrage of attacks.

These include plans to 
rob thousands of pounds 
from pensions, cut pay 
supplements, erode 
conditions and get rid of 
crucial union rep positions.

CWU rep Paul Garraway 
from Oxford told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s how Royal 
Mail has responded to 
privatisation. 

“It’s in competition so it’s 
a race to the bottom for our 
pay and conditions.”

Ballot
The motion passed instructed 
the union’s postal executive 
committee to “consider all 
means available” to resist 
“not excluding a national 
industrial action ballot”.

It instructed the executive 
to launch an immediate 
ballot if bosses impose any of 
the attacks.

There was a clear mood for 
action among delegates. 

And conference heard that 
just this week postal workers 
in Kilmarnock, Scotland, 
staged an unofficial walkout.

Paul said, “The next step 
is for reps to take the CWU’s 
Four Pillars of Security 
petition around workplaces. 

“We need to create an 
atmosphere for a fight.”
For more on CWU conference 
turn to page 18 and for a longer 
version of this article go to 
socialistworker.co.uk/art/44488

 Workers back Corbyn’s  
 bid to oust Theresa May
THE SNAP general election on 
8 June is an opportunity to kick 
the Tories out in favour of Jeremy 
Corbyn’s Labour Party. And trade 
unionists are urging a fight to back 
Corbyn’s campaign.

Delegates to the Scottish TUC union 
federation conference on Monday  
heard Corbyn pledge to work with the 
trade union movement and “stand up 
to the rich and the powerful few”. 

One of the first things a Labour 
government would do, he said, would 
be to repeal Tory anti-union laws.

He attacked the Tories as “the 
party of privilege and the richest” 
and pledged to challenge the “rigged 
system” against the working class.

Messages like these are striking a 
chord with workers.

Anger at the Tories’ assault on the 
NHS ran deep among delegates to 
the Unison union’s health conference 
(see page 19) in Liverpool this week. 

Pauline, a health worker in 
Lancashire, summed up the feeling 
among many.

She told Socialist Worker, “It’s time 
to lay the blame for the problems in 
the NHS where they belong—it’s not 
bad staff but bad government.”

Wages
Carole, a Unison member from 
Chorley, agreed. “I looked at my 
wages slip from four years ago and 
I was better off—I was earning more 
and had less going out,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“If we don’t get the Tories out, I 
don’t think there will be an NHS left 
in four years’ time.” 

Many delegates were enthusiastic 
about Labour’s pledges, such as to 
renationalise the NHS.

Carole said, “If you look at the pol-
icies Labour is putting forward now, 
it’s what we need.”

There are some people who argue 
that Labour should distance itself 
from “protests and placards”. But 
Mark Ladbrooke, who brought the 

Oxford Labour banner to the BMW 
picket line at Cowley last week (see 
page 20), disagreed.

“The Labour Party was born out of 
the trade union movement, and its 
links with working people are abso-
lutely crucial,” he said.

“We’ve got a membership of half a 
million people, plus even more affili-
ated members in the trade unions.

“We need to reach out to them, to 
give them confidence to go and talk 
to their neighbours and workmates—
and if we do that we can win. This 
election is all to play for.”

The polls are still stacked against 
Corbyn and few are under any illu-
sion that Labour will have an easy 
ride. But putting forward socialist 
policies with an insurgent campaign 

could help Corbyn win. 
Delegates to the postal workers’ 

CWU union’s conference (see page 
18) in Bournemouth this week rec-
ognised that Labour faces an “uphill 
struggle”.

Des Heemskerk from Essex Amal 
branch told a fringe meeting, “It’s 
an uphill battle. I have people in my 
office saying that they voted all their 
lives but this time they’re voting Tory 
because they want a hard Brexit.”

Alternative
One delegate, Phil, argued that 
Labour could win if it was seen to 
offer a genuine alternative to the 
Tories, on issues such as housing.

“If people believe that Labour will 
actually build genuinely affordable 
social housing that will make a dif-
ference,” he said.

He added that Labour councils also 
had to change for Labour’s alterna-
tive to seem credible. And Labour 
councils continue to push through 
cuts and privatisation in social care. 

Theresa Rollinson sits on Unison’s 
health service group executive. She 
spoke to Socialist Worker in a per-
sonal capacity.

“I think people are so used to 
Labour being the way Labour has 
been before—attacking workers—
that some aren’t ready for change,” 
Theresa said. “Some are saying 
they’re not going to vote. But I’m 
saying we’ve got someone like Jeremy 
Corbyn with proper socialist values.”

Unison’s leadership has been 
equivocal—and many among it 
would prefer a “soft left” leader. 

Theresa said, “Unison has got to 
campaign for Jeremy Corbyn and 
Labour. We’ve got to do anything 
we can—we’ve got to protest and we 
need to organise a national strike.”

JEREMY CORBYN addressed STUC conference on Monday Picture: PA

 Tory cuts push up A&E waiting times
A DEVASTATING new report has 
given a glimpse of the devastation to 
the NHS caused by Tory policies—
with worse to come.

Across England Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans will mean the 
closure or “downgrade” of up to  
24 emergency departments.

The Centre for Health and the 
Public Interest published analysis 
looking at what happened in North 
West London after two emergency 
departments closed in 2014.

It found that in some hospitals, 
40 percent of patients requiring 
serious treatment had to wait 
over four hours to be assessed and 
admitted. 

Since then the performance of 
this area’s hospitals has been some 

of the worst in England.
For time-sensitive conditions such 

as sepsis or respiratory failure such 
delays are life-threatening.

And the report warned, “The 
quality of emergency care will be 
pushed to danger point and beyond 
if further closures are proceeded 
with.”

It’s not just in England that the 
NHS is in crisis. 

A leaked email this week revealed 
how 36 patients in the Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary waited up to  
17 hours in the emergency 
department for admission to a bed. 

The memo described the flagship 
hospital as being “in extremis” and 
warned that the cancellation of 
major surgery was a “serious risk” 

FIGURE IT OUT
 2  A&Es closed in North 

West London in 2014

 4  hours—how long  
40 percent of patients 
requiring serious 
treatment had to wait 
to be assessed in some 
hospitals as a result

 24  A&Es face closure 
across England 
because of the Tories’ 
Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans

Breakfast  
in red
Wake up to Socialist 
Worker in your inbox 
every morning.  

Sign up to our 
morning newsletter 
‘Breakfast in red’ and 
get a fresh article 
every day. 

For news and analysis 
on the stories that 
matter go to:  
socialistworker.co.uk/
subscribe

More on the web
l ’Labour will overturn rigged system’—
Jeremy Corbyn launches election 
campaign bit.ly/2orF0aH

lFive reasons to squeeze the rich until 
the pips squeak bit.ly/2pgHc3K

lStruggle is key to beating the Tories 
bit.ly/2q0lZJh

lTheresa May calls for snap general 
election—our chance to get the Tories out 
bit.ly/2pdUNJ3

lMust the Labour Party move right to 
win elections? bit.ly/2q08Tf7
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On other pages...
Things only got worse under Blair’s 
New Labour  >>Page 14



 Independence at the heart of  
 the Scottish election debate
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

THE GENERAL 
election in Scotland 
is likely to revolve 
around constitutional 
questions. 

Deep cuts to 
further education and 
local councils have 
provoked national 
industrial disputes.

But Scotland’s 
relationship to the 
rest of Britain and the 
European Union (EU) 
look set to dominate.

This suits the 
Scottish National 
Party (SNP) and 
the Tories. It allows 
them to focus on a 
second independence 
referendum that may 
or may not happen for 
several years, not on 
austerity. 

But for a Labour 
Party divided over 
independence and 
Brexit it can do it no 
good. 

When its sole MP 
in Scotland backed 
“tactical voting” 
against the SNP last 
week it only served as 
a reminder of Labour’s 
anti-independence 
alliance with the 
Tories in 2014.

Class
It will do nothing to 
restore the party’s 
working class support. 

Labour lost 40 of its 
41 Westminster MPs in 
Scottish constituencies 
in 2015 and 13 of its 
37 Holyrood MSPs in 
2016, when it slumped 
to third position 
behind the Tories. 

Next week’s Scottish 
council elections 
won’t buck the trend. 
But it will be no 

referendum on British 
Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn—it’s a verdict 
on years of Labour 
cuts, privatisation and 
war. 

If anything Corbyn 
may allow some 
people to feel they can 
vote Labour again in 
Scotland.

Many had deserted 
it in 2015 for the SNP, 
which talked up its 
“anti-austerity” image.

Labour might hope 
to pick up seats as a 
beneficiary of an anti-
independence vote—
but all the evidence 
suggests this vote is 
going to the Tories.

On 33 percent in 
some polls the Tories 
have successfully 
pitched themselves as 
the defenders of the 
union. 

Not since 1983 
has the party polled 
at such a level in 
Scotland—and not 
since 1974 have 
people voted Tory in 
such numbers.

There is no doubt 
the SNP will remain 
the dominant party.

Leader Nicola 
Sturgeon has the 

backing of the 
Scottish parliament 
for another 
independence vote 
and has used the 
Scottish vote to 
remain in the EU as 
justification for a 
second referendum.

Seats
But the Tories hope to 
make a dent in SNP 
seats at Westminster 
by feeding off support 
for Brexit and the 
union in traditionally 
conservative areas.

Socialists have to 
focus on the struggle 
and urge people to 
vote for the most left 
wing candidate in 
their constituency. 

On 5 May we 
will still face local 
councils implementing 
austerity. 

And on 9 June 
we will still need to 
build forces to fight 
racism and austerity—
and to mobilise for 
independence.

All Under One 
Banner independence 
demonstration—
assemble Sat 3 June, 
10.30am, Kelvingrove 
Park, Glasgow

The 2014 independence campaign brought people out 
across Scotland

Socialist Worker  26 April 2017

 Labour and the SNP play the  
 blame game in local elections
THE SNP and Labour 
have pushed through 
massive council cuts 
dictated by the Tories.

Each blames the 
other when they 
do it—and then do 
exactly the same 
themselves.

The SNP is 
challenging Scottish 
Labour to rule out 
council coalitions 
with the Tories after 
council elections on 
4 May.

Co-convenor of 

the SNP’s council 
campaign Susan 
Aitken said, “The SNP 
will not put austerity-
obsessed Tories into 
power in councils 
across Scotland. The 
public deserve to 
know whether a vote 
for Labour is a vote to 
put Tories in charge of 
our local services.”

But people also 
deserve to know 
that the SNP has 
previously been in 
coalition with the 

Tories in Dumfries 
and Galloway and in 
East Ayrshire.

Nicola Sturgeon, 
the Scottish first 
minister and SNP 
leader, refused to rule 
out SNP-Conservative 
coalitions in local 
government when she 
launched the SNP 
campaign last week.

But she seems to 
have been overruled 
after an SNP national 
executive meeting last 
Saturday.

 Fight now to  
 keep Tory  
 racism out  
 of election
The Tories want to use racism over 
the next six weeks and they must be 
stopped, argues Charlie Kimber

THERESA MAY is using anti-
migrant feeling as a way to divide 
opposition to her government and 
to try and win votes.

Such electoral manoeuvres are 
playing with fire, fuelling more 
racist attacks and worsening 
Islamophobia.

May wants to make cutting 
migrant numbers a central feature 
of her vision of taking Britain out of 
the European Union (EU). 

She will then say that the Tories 
are the only party that can deliver 
such cuts.

May  re i t e ra ted  tha t  the 
Conservatives want to deliver “sus-
tainable numbers” of people coming 
to Britain and defined that number 
as being fewer than 100,000 a year.

May said, “Obviously leaving 
the European Union means we can 
bring in control in relation to people 
moving from the EU into the UK as 
well as people from outside the EU 
coming into the United Kingdom.”

As polling day nears, the pres-
sure to go deeper into the gutter to 
boost the most reactionary ideas and 
to mobilise the Tory party base will 
grow stronger.

That’s what happened in previous 
election campaigns and during the 
EU referendum.

In response Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) has launched a major pro-
gramme of events designed to keep 
racism out of the election. It includes 

days of action, regional meetings 
(see page 12) and public events.

There wil l  be forums on 
“Defending freedom of move-
ment—fighting for EU nationals’ 
and migrants’ rights” and candi-
dates will be asked to sign a pledge 
opposing racism, Islamophobia and 
antisemitism.

SUTR is calling for activists to 
take to the streets and to take action 
in workplaces on the May Day bank 
holiday weekend and on Wednesday 
10 May.

Campaign organisers said, “There 
is no place for racism and scapegoat-
ing in our political discourse. 

“We call on all political lead-
ers, media outlets, candidates and  
campaigns to refrain from the scape-
goating of migrants and refugees 
and take responsibility for halting 
the rise of racism, Islamophobia and 
antisemitism.”

Burka
SUTR is also contesting Ukip’s 
vile and more overt racism. Ukip 
leader Paul Nuttall announced that 
his party will campaign to ban the 
burka. 

SUTR responded immediately 
against the attempt to inject more 
racist poison into the election 
debates.

Weyman Bennett, co-convenor of 
Stand Up To Racism, said, “Ukip is 
thrashing around for a way out of 
its crisis and, as usual, it is looking 
for scapegoats. This campaign will 
mean more attacks on Muslims—
in particular Muslim women—and 
more hatred and division.”

Last Sunday Jeremy Corbyn 
attended the north London rally 
remembering the 1977 Battle of 
Wood Green that broke up a march of 
National Front fascists (see page 18). 
He praised those who had taken part 
and said, “The only way communities 
can achieve anything is by coming 
together and working together.

“You can’t compromise with 
racism. When we unite we are 
stronger.”
For details of SUTR activity around the 
general election go to bit.ly/2olKIe6 

 Corbyn’s left shift can inspire a fight
JEREMY CORBYN made a good 
start to the election campaign 
last week when he pledged that 
Labour would “overturn this 
rigged system”.

The launch event had a 
genuine sense of class feeling.

Corbyn said Labour would 
announce policies aimed at 
taking the wealth off rich tax 
evaders and bankers, as well 
as ending austerity and racist 
scapegoating.

Corbyn added, “If I were 
Southern Rail or if I was Philip 
Green, I’d be worried about a 
Labour government. 

“If I were Mike Ashley or 
the CEO of a tax avoiding 
multinational corporation, I’d 
want to see a Tory victory.

“Why? Because those are the 
people who are monopolising 
the wealth that should be 
shared by each and every one 
of us.”

Radical
The only way Corbyn will have a 
chance of winning is if he offers 
hope and radical change.

That message is enthusing 
Labour supporters and some 
previously undecided people.

Jeff Hurford reported, 

“Around 1,000 people turned out 
at 24 hours’ notice when Corbyn 
came to Cardiff’s Whitchurch 
Common in a Tory marginal 
constituency.

“He promised measures such 
as a real living wage of £10 an 
hour, more money for the NHS 
and social care and a free school 
meal for all children.”

Michael Lewis, a student from 
Penarth, told reporters, “I’ve 
only just turned 18 and before 
that I didn’t even think about 

politics, but I came along and I 
liked what I heard.”

Last Sunday Corbyn said that 
Labour does not necessarily 
back Trident nuclear missiles 
and that “all aspects” of defence 
policy would be subject to 
review.

Stockpiles
Corbyn was right to say it. 
Trident is part of the nuclear 
stockpiles that threaten the death 
of many millions.

That doesn’t seem so far-
fetched after Donald Trump’s 
recent missile and super-bomb 
assaults and his menacing of 
North Korea. 

The lifetime cost of Trident is 
over £200 billion. 

That’s money that could save 
key services such as the NHS 
and education.

But Labour’s general election 
chief, Andrew Gwynne, quickly 
said that Labour is “committed 
to renewing the Trident 
system”.

Unfortunately he can do this 
because the Labour left has 
conceded the issue to appease 
union leaders who wrongly 
say the weapons are needed to 
protect jobs.

BACK STORY
Jeremy Corbyn got the Labour 
election campaign off to a 
fighting start last week
lHe warned that bosses and 
bankers should be afraid of a 
Labour government
lHe has committed the party to 
a £10 an hour minimum wage
lHe can do well if he sticks 
left and pulls the hundreds of 
thousands who joined Labour 
around his leadership campaigns 
into political activity
lRight wingers are using his 
principled opposition to nuclear 
weapons against him

THE MOVEMENT on the streets is where Jeremy Corbyn gets his power from, socialists should build it 

Tory prime minister Theresa May
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LET’S KICK OUT MAY AND 
FIGHT FOR AN ALTERNATIVE 

 J
EREMY CORBYN is 
energising swathes of 
people who want to see 
the back of the Tories. 
Over 2,500 people joined 

the Labour Party on the day the 
general election was announced 
last week and thousands more 
have joined since.

The next day Corbyn launched 
Labour’s campaign with a speech 
that attacked the rich and pledged 
to stand with working class 
people.

He promised not to behave like 
every other politician.

Bosses
Socialist Worker is for a vote for 
Labour on 8 June.  We want to see 
the Tories, the open party of the 
bosses, booted out.

For seven years Tory austerity 
has made ordinary people’s lives 
a misery.  And they have whipped 
up racism to try and divide people 
so they can better get away with 
their attacks.

Corbyn can win.  The Tory 
agenda of grammar schools, 
possible attacks on pensioners and 
more cuts is not popular. 

Labour’s pledges so far are 
supported by many.

Everyone who hates austerity 

and racism will be delighted if the 
Tories lose.

A victory for Corbyn will boost 
everyone who wants to see a 
better kind of society.  On the 
other hand, a Tory win will add to 
the pessimism that exists among 
many workers.

So it matters who wins the 
election. But electing Labour 
won’t automatically bring about 
the change we need.

Corbyn has already felt the 
pressure to make compromises 
and retreat on left wing policies.

This week Labour announced 
that it would tear up the Tories’ 
Brexit white paper.

It’s good to demand European 
Union nationals’ rights, but it 

appears Labour wants to stay 
in the single market. This is a 
mechanism set up to benefit 
bosses and corporations.

Most Labour MPs remain 
hostile to Corbyn and insist on 
pursuing right wing policies.

Pressure
The pressure will only increase if 
Corbyn wins.  Left wing leaders 
elsewhere, such as Alexis Tsipras 
of Syriza in Greece, were elected 
because they promised to end 
austerity.  Yet pressure from the 
global rich meant they ended up 
implementing more cuts.

Elections matter but struggle 
matters more. Strikes and 
protests have the power to win 
real changes. On a bigger scale, 
they can shift the mood in society 
to the left, give many more 
people confidence to resist—and 
transform the world.

We call for a Labour vote in 
England and Wales, and a vote for 
left candidates in Scotland (see 
left). But the inequality, racism and 
war that capitalism breeds can’t 
simply be reformed away.

We need to build a movement 
that can not only stop attacks but 
also get rid of the system that 
generates them.

DON’T SIT ON SIDELINES
 THIS IS a time to be active. 

Don’t be a spectator. Be part 
of the struggle for the weeks 

before the election and, just as 
important, help shape the battles 
that will come afterwards.

Join us on the streets as we 
harass the Tories if they dare to 
come into the open.

If there’s a visit by Theresa 
May or a Tory MP or an election 
stall let’s make sure they receive 
the welcome they deserve—an 
onslaught of socialist rage.

When (or perhaps if) Ukip puts 

out some candidates they should 
also be treated like the rotten 
racists and Islamophobes they are. 

Socialist Worker has produced 
a placard to put in your window, 
and a badge to wear.  There’s also 
a leaflet and a sticker.

We are devoting further 
resources to our website and our 
social media.

The Tories have their loyal 
press barons and millions handed 
to them by the rich and the 
corporations. 

The left has its networks, 

organisation and energy—and 
the potential to put hundreds of 
thousands of activists on to the 
streets. 

Let’s campaign together to drive 
May out of Downing Street and to 
start the fight for bigger change.

The surprise election campaign 
means extra expense for  
Socialist Worker. We will produce 
special issues for Scotland and 
campaign materials. Can you send 
us a donation? Go to bit.ly/2oqxpZL 
or phone 020 7840 5656 or send a 
cheque payable to to PO Box 71327, 
London SE11 9BW

A victory for 
Corbyn will boost 
everyone who 
wants a better 
kind of society

‘‘ 

BADGE
50p or 10 for £3

LEAFLET
download
for free

POSTER
£1

ANTI-TORY AMMUNITION
To stock up on 
all the essential 
Socialist Worker 
election materials, 
contact us on 
020 7840 5600,  
at enquiries@swp.
org.uk or by writing 
to PO Box 71327, 
London SE11 9BW
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 Don’t make alliances  
 with the right wing
THE IDEA of a “progressive alliance” is back in fashion. It 
has been supported both by Caroline Lucas of the Greens 
and Nicola Sturgeon of the Scottish National Party (SNP). 

Many people on the left argue that such an alliance is the 
only way to keep the Tories from winning a parliamentary 
majority on 8 June.

After Labour’s repeated electoral defeats in the Thatcher 
era—notably in 1987 and 1992—it was widely argued 
that under the current, first-past-the-post electoral system 
another majority Labour government was impossible. 

Electoral pacts between Labour, Liberal Democrats and 
Greens were necessary to defeat the Tories and introduce a 
different electoral system of proportional representation.

These arguments faded as the Tory party imploded 
following Black Wednesday, 16 September 1992, when 
the pound was forced out of the European Exchange 
Rate Mechanism. In 1997 Labour under Tony Blair won a 
landslide—a 176-seat majority on a 10.2 percent swing. 

Of course, I’m not suggesting history will repeat itself 
on 8 June. Much has changed in the past twenty years—in 
particular, the grip of the two main parties on the electorate 
has weakened substantially. 

But if we consider the “progressive alliance” argument on 
its merits, what would it mean this time? 

First of all, let’s take the SNP out of the equation. It is 
the 800 pound gorilla of Scottish politics, controlling the 
Holyrood executive and all but three of Scotland’s seats in 
Westminster. It doesn’t need an electoral pact with anyone. 

An SNP spokesperson told the Independent newspaper, 
“Any progressive alliance would be more likely to occur after 
the results of the general election, when the number of seats 
gained by each party was known.  

“It’s not something we are seriously thinking about right 
at the beginning of the campaign.”

Weak
The Tories have traditionally been relatively weak in Wales, 
so the argument is really about England. The Greens had 
their best Westminster election ever in 2015. They won over 
a million votes, 3.8 percent of the total, and successfully 
defended Lucas’s Brighton seat.

But this success was significantly achieved by the Greens 
positioning themselves well to the left of a lacklustre Labour 
campaign. This can’t really be repeated in 2017, since 
Jeremy Corbyn has nailed his colours to the mast and is 
fighting for policies to the left of the mainstream. So I don’t 
see a Labour-Green pact making much difference.

Bringing the Lib Dems in could change the equation, but 
in what sense would an alliance with them be “progressive”? 

They were the enablers of the Tories’ austerity policies 
in 2010-15. That the Lib Dems haven’t changed is indicated 
by the speed with which the likes of Vince Cable ruled out a 
coalition with Labour under Corbyn.

Lib Dem leader Tim Farron is trying to position his party 
to win the support of voters of all parties who oppose Brexit. 

This reveals the real logic of the “progressive alliance”—as 
a pact against Brexit. Gina Miller, who led the court case 
to get a parliamentary vote on triggering article 50, has 
initiated a “Best for Britain” tactical voting campaign.

In this context, Blair’s intervention last weekend is highly 
significant. He called for votes for “as many members of 
parliament as possible to parliament that are going to keep 
an open mind on this Brexit negotiation until we see the final 
terms”—Labour, Tories and Lib Dems.

This is an agenda for splitting Labour and perhaps for 
creating a new pro-European centre party. Again, we’ve 
seen that before with the 1981 Social Democratic Party 
breakaway from Labour, which helped to ensure that the 
Tories held office for 18 years.

Many good socialists are attracted by the idea of a 
“progressive alliance” because they want to stop both 
Theresa May and Brexit. But the chances of preventing 
Britain leaving the European Union are very small—there 
simply aren’t the votes to do it.

The danger is that seeking this unachievable goal can 
divide the left.

And it can divert attention from waging a determined, 
militant and energetic campaign for a Labour victory.

MARCHING AGAINST school cuts in south London last week  Pictures: Guy smallman

 Teachers coordinate strikes  
 in London over school cuts
by SADIE ROBINSON

W O R K E R S  AT  t h r e e 
schools in south east 
London began a coor-
dinated two-day strike 
against cuts on Tuesday of 
this week.

NUT union members at 
Forest Hill School, Corelli 
College and Plumstead 
Manor School walked out, 
and GMB union members at 
Plumstead Manor also struck.

The walkouts followed 
a strike at all three schools 
on Thursday of last week, 
and a 100-strong protest last 
Saturday.

The cuts are being over-
seen by Labour-run Lewisham 
and Greenwich councils.

Meanwhile NUT union 
members at St Edward’s 
sixth form in Havering, east 
London, were also set to 
strike on Thursday of this 
week. They are fighting job 
cuts and increased workload.

Statement
Joe, the NUT rep at Forest Hill 
School, told Socialist Worker, 
“The council released a state-
ment following our strike last 
week.

“It said they had consid-
ered the ‘value for money’ 
of the cuts. I thought it was 
scandalous.”

Parent Lynley, who joined 
Saturday’s march, said she 
was “very angry” at the coun-
cil. “I don’t understand why 
councillors think they can say 

it’s not their problem,” she 
told Socialist Worker.

“I’ve had councillors tell 
me that they’ve done all they 
can. But they haven’t. It’s not 
fair.”

Forest Hill School faces 
£1.3 million in cuts. Up to 
17 jobs are at risk at Corelli 
College and 30 at Plumstead 
Manor—the vast majority of 
them support staff.

The strikes are well sup-
ported and parents have set 
up anti-cuts groups too. 

Some 50 people joined the 
Plumstead Manor picket line 
last week. Orkun, the NUT 

rep, told Socialist Worker, 
“When we first heard about 
the cuts there was gloom. In 
2014 we lost about 45 posi-
tions and we didn’t stand up.

“But now the GMB and 
NUT are working together. 
Our school is a comprehen-
sive school—we see it as an 
asset we need to defend.”

Money
Strikers explained how 
money was found to fund an 
annexe in an academy in the 
borough. As parent Richard 
put it, “The money’s there—
it’s about political will.”

The cuts in south east 
London are just the tip of the 
iceberg. The Tories’ so-called 
fair funding formula will 
snatch £3 billion a year from 
schools in England by 2020.

NUT union members 
backed coordinated strikes 
against cuts at their annual 
conference this month.

Joe said, “I’d support 
bigger coordinated strikes. 

“It feels like we’re at the 
vanguard of the fight, but the 
cuts in our borough are part 
of a national policy.”

NUT president Louise 
Regan joined Saturday’s 
march. “This is just the start 
of the cuts,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “The general elec-
tion is a good opportunity 
to ask candidates if they are 
going to oppose cuts.”

Six protests planned
ACTIVISTS HAVE called 
Saturday protests against 
education cuts in five 
areas across England. 
Bristol, Sheffield 
and Leamington will 
all see protests on 
Saturday 20 May.

A protest will take 
place in Lancaster on 
13 May, and another in 
Newcastle on 27 May.

London delegates 
to the NUT’s annual 
conference voted to hold 
a regional protest in the 
capital on 24 June. 

The union should 
bring this forward—a 
Saturday protest over 
education in London 

could mobilise thousands 
onto the streets.

NUT members 
in Lambeth and 
Wandsworth, south 
London, have called a 
protest at Old Palace 
Yard, parliament, on 

Thursday  
18 May 
from 5pm. 

Other 
teachers will 

back it.

A striker last week
On other pages...
More school strikes >>Page 19

Student support
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  Urgent need to mobilise after 
the fascist vote rises in France
Dave Sewell looks behind France’s 
election campaign to explain the rise 
of the Nazis and the centre’s crisis
FOR THE first time neither of 
France’s main parties will be 
represented in the second round 
of its presidential elections on  
7 May, after an historic upset in 
last Sunday’s first round.

Liberal Emmanuel Macron and 
fascist Marine Le Pen will qualify.

Tory Francois Fillon—initially 
the runaway favourite—only  
narrowly beat radical left candi-
date Jean-Luc Melenchon into third 
place. Corruption allegations had 
put Fillon on the defensive.

Benoit Hamon of the governing 
Labour-type Socialist Party (PS) 
trailed a distant fifth, barely scraping  
enough votes to get his campaign 
costs refunded.

Macron, a former banker and 
product of the elite educational 
system, won almost a quarter of 
the vote. He is by far the favourite 
to win the second round.

Toxic
Macron came late to politics  
and managed to position himself as 
an “outsider” without the main par-
ties’ toxic baggage. But he was a 
senior minister in the PS government.

Hamon and Fillon both rushed to 
call on their supporters to vote for 
him in the second round. He could 
soon rely on the mainstream parties 
even more when it comes to form-
ing a government.

The two small liberal parties that 
support him are unlikely to win 
enough seats in June’s parliamen-
tary elections to govern alone.

His programme centres on taking 
even further the cuts and attacks on 
workers’ rights of the preceding PS 
government. 

He wants to make it easier to 
sack workers and to cut 120,000 

civil service jobs. 
Coalition deals could produce a 

weak and nasty government, start-
ing fights with a working class reju-
venated by last year’s mass strikes.

Fascist Le Pen missed out nar-
rowly on the top spot that polls 
had predicted for her for most of 
the long election campaign.

But with 7.6 million votes and 
increasing success among manual 
workers and young voters she con-
solidated several years of growth 
for her fascist Front National (FN).

Glowing
Not everyone was horrified. In 
Britain the Daily Mail newspaper 
celebrated with a front page head-
line “The new French revolution” 
and a glowing two-page feature.

Le Pen had responded to the 
shooting of a police officer in Paris 
a few days before the vote with 
vicious racism.  She called for thou-
sands of foreign or dual nationals 
officially suspected of “extremism” 
to be rounded up and deported. 

It had particularly chilling under-
tones coming just weeks after  
comments about the Holocaust. She 
denied the French state’s responsi-
bility for rounding up and deporting  
Jews to Nazi death camps. 

For the two weeks until the second 
round Le Pen has a platform to spread 
bigoted ideas. This racist poison 
affects the whole political landscape 
—and hardens up potential FN 
recruits.

But the decaying political estab-
lishment that is rallying behind 
Macron laid the ground for Le Pen. 
It offers no hope of checking her rise.
Stop Le Pen Rally, Tue 2 May, 7pm, 
Conway Hall, central London. Go to 
bit.ly/2pdFu3j for more details

POSTERS FOR the final two candidates in the French presidential elections 

Successes in the first round give hope 
about prospects for Left after election
HUNDREDS OF people protested 
against Le Pen in Place de la 
Republique in Paris after the 
result was announced on Sunday. 
Unite Against Fascism rallied in 
London and Liverpool on Monday.

More protests are planned in 
France on May Day, the date of 
the FN’s own annual rally. 

Anti-fascist demonstrations 
dogged Le Pen’s campaign.

Larger and more sustained 
opposition can cut off her 
rise. But Macron’s programme 
means attacking the working 
class capable of building that 
opposition.

Melenchon’s success underlines 
that there is an alternative. 

Hundreds of thousands of people 
attended his mass rallies, and 
over 7 million voted for him. His 

eclipse of the PS is an historic shift. 
Hamon’s victory in the PS primary 
was also a move to the left. 

And the New Anticapitalist 
Party’s Philippe Poutou made an 
impact in TV debates, though this 
did not unfortunately translate 

into a big vote.
Melenchon was consulting 

members of his organisation 
France Unbowed on whether to 
back Macron as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

Poutou said, “We understand 
the desire” to “block the FN by 
voting for Macron”.

But, he warned, “It is 
the politics of austerity and 
authoritarianism—in particular 
from the so-called left 
government—that caused the rise 
of the FN and its sickening ideas. 

“Macron is not a rampart 
against the FN.”

He added, “The only solution 
is to take to the streets—against 
the far right but also against 
those, like Macron, who attack the 
working class.”

Nazis push Islamophobia
ONE OF Le Pen’s main lines 
of attack has been to call for 
restrictions on Muslims’ right to 
eat halal food or wear headscarves 
and veils.

This has been made easy for 
her by mainstream parties passing 
laws such as the 2004 ban on 
wearing headscarves at school.

The centre right, centre left 
and even sections of the far left 
argued that Muslim practices 
were a threat to the “Republic”, to 
secularism and women’s rights.

On that basis Le Pen could 
argue for going further. The centre 

left PS government’s two-year 
state of emergency brought vicious 
repression of Muslims, strikers and 
student protesters. 

The last law it passed granted 
cops more powers to use their 
guns.

The main parties also attacked 
ordinary people’s living standards 
in defence of a system whose crisis 
increased unemployment and 
uncertainty.

At the same time as legitimising 
FN policies, they fuelled the 
despair and disillusionment it 
feeds on.

INTERNATIONAL Socialist Worker 26 April 2017

NPA candidate Philippe Poutou



 Mass protest in Cologne  
 frustrates far right party
by ELEANOR CLAXTON-MAYER

OVER 20,000 people protested 
against the racist Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) party’s confer-
ence in Cologne last Saturday. 

Christine Buchholz, an MP for 
left party Die Linke, told Socialist 
Worker, “The protests were sup-
ported by trade unions, religious 
communities, different political 
parties, radical activists and even  
carnival associations.

“Taxi drivers refused to drive AfD 
representatives—there was a huge 
amount of public sympathy.”

Police arrested some protesters 
as they tried to stop delegates from 
entering the conference centre. 

The AfD surged in regional elec-
tions last March and September, 
even beating chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s Tory CDU party into 
second place in one state. 

It grew through the mainstream 
parties’ racism, a stagnating econ-
omy and posing as being “anti-
establishment”. But now it’s begin-
ning to face difficulties through 
opposition and infighting.

The AfD unites a range of rac-
ists, from populists to open Nazis, 
around a programme that targets 
migrants and Muslims. 

Contradictions
Christine said, “From the beginning 
there were different sections in the 
AfD. Now their contradictions are 
starting to break them up.”

The AfD co-leader Frauke Petry 
announced last week that she 
would not be seeking to lead the 
party again.

She put a motion to the confer-
ence, calling for the AfD to reject 
“racist, antisemitic and nationalist 
ideologies” to become more main-
stream. Delegates didn’t even vote 
for it to be discussed.

“The crisis of the AfD goes on,” 
said Christine. “Frauke Petry failed 
to even carry a motion.”

While the party has seen a dip in 
the polls since last year, its racist 
agenda is still a threat. It is still  
represented in 11 of the 16 state 
parliaments in Germany.

But this protest gave a taste of 
how to fight back against them. 

Christine said, “The anti-racist  
movement ‘Aufstehen gegen 
Rassismus’ (Stand up against 
racism) helped build the protest and 
was very visible.

“This is the first time the racists 
are really being pushed back. 

“Today we demonstrated in 
Cologne that a broad protest and 
resistance is key for fighting back 
against the AfD.”

 US and its   
 allies rattle  
 sabres in  
 Korea row
THE US and South Korea held 
their “largest ever” annual joint 
military exercise last week. The 
Japanese navy is sending two 
destroyers to rendezvous with 
US warship Carl Vinson.

These exercises were a show 
of US power to China’s rulers 
as warmonger Donald Trump’s 
dangerous standoff with the 
North Korean dictatorship 
continues. 

He demands that China, 

one of North Korea’s few allies, 
increase pressure on the regime 
to drop its nuclear weapons 
programme. 

Hundreds protested against 
Donald Trump’s warmongering 
outside the US embassy in 
central London last Wednesday.

Protester George told 
Socialist Worker, “My girlfriend 
who’s in the US said she’s 
scared for her life.”

Over 100 people came to 
the Stop the War Coalition’s 
AGM last Saturday. It passed a 
motion that reiterated that Stop 
the War opposes all military 
intervention—and that the best 
way to do that is to focus on 
opposing our own government.

Delegates also supported a 
motion calling on Stop the War 
to back an anti-Tory vote in the 
general election.

MARCHERS LAST Saturday as the AfD party held a stormy conference Picture: Flickr/Marc Oliver JOhn

UNITED STATES

Workers gear up for revolt against Trump
CAMPAIGNERS IN the US 
are preparing for a day 
of action on 1 May in 
defence of migrants. 

Hundreds of thousands 
are expected to strike 
while others will 
join marches.

In the state of 
Minnesota janitors, 
bakers, university 
workers, teachers 
and bank 
workers are set 
to link up with 
students, housing 

activists and immigrants 
rights groups.

Cristi Demnowicz 
is an anti-corruption 
campaigner and Green 
Party member in the 
state of Maryland.

“Our workers’ 
march is on the 
30 April and 
there are strikes 
and protests on  
1 May across 
the country,” 
she told 
Socialist 

Worker. “We’re planning to 
do follow-up activity around 
Labor Day on 4 September 
and other key dates.”

She added, “Trump 
winning has been the biggest 
recruiter for the left. 

“At local organising meetings 
in small towns we used to 
get 20 people. After the 
election we’ve seen hundreds 
of people at meetings.

“We need a movement 
outside the Democratic Party 
that looks outwards.”
Alistair Farrow

Cristi Demnowicz

FIGURE IT OUT
 
Joint war games with the US 
and South Korea last month, 
simulating an attack by North 
Korea, involved

13,000
US troops and

10,000
  South Korean troops

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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We support 
school strikes
THE NHS, rail workers 
and now teachers are 
all striking (Socialist 
Worker, 19 April).

All because of cuts 
implemented by the 
Tories. 

Jon Long
on Facebook

lTOO RIGHT. I bet 
schools will still be 
expected to meet their 
GCSEs and Sats targets, 
despite the cuts.

Ginny Stanners Putland
on Facebook

lIT WOULD be good if 
they coordinated their 
actions.

Doreen Ogden
on Facebook

Protest over 
Trump’s visit
SO “THE Donald” is well 
and truly invited to visit 
Britain.

It’s an invitation made 
without consultation.

Let’s have protests 
against him wherever he 
dares to set foot.

Anna Taylor
Huddersfield

An insult from 
Picturehouse
FREE POPCORN for 
Picturehouse workers 
(Socialist Worker,  
19 April) is an insulting 
attempt at bribery.

The CEO gets a salary 
of £2.6 million a year 
and can’t pay workers a 
Living Wage. I hope their 
strike is successful.

Nick Browne
on Facebook

Boot May out 
in 8 June poll
IT'S TIME that people 
saw the Conservative 
party for what it is and 
always has been. 

They are the party of 
the rich and privileged 
and it's time we booted 
the Tories out. 

Let's make 8 June the 
end of May.

Matt Hockridge
Northamptonshire

Refugees are 
not to blame
THEY KEEP saying 
fires such as the one at 
Grande-Synthe camp 
(Socialist Worker, 19 
April) are being set by 
refugees in fights and 
riots. I don’t believe it for 
a second. This is locals 
trying to get rid of them.

Chris O’Neil
on Facebook 

NHS workers must boycott 
health charges and checks
HEALTH WORKERS need to say no 
to being border guards and no to 
charges for the NHS (Socialist 
Worker, 19 April).

As doctors in the Unite union we 
are calling on NHS staff not to 
carry out time-wasting “eligibility” 
checks.

Some of the most vulnerable 
people, including people who have 
been trafficked, refugees and 
homeless people, will be affected 
by the checks. 

As the Home Office rejects more 
applications, people will try and 
provide care for themselves.

Lots of people know that the 
government uses patient 
registration details to get up-to-
date addresses, find people and 
deport them.

You could call this a murderous 
return to pre-NHS days for those 
affected. 

From my experience as a 
resident and GP in inner city 
London, I know many migrants 
and others without documents will 
find it really difficult to get care.

Many will avoid visiting a GP or 
hospital as they fear the lack of 
confidentiality. 

Already, women find it difficult 
to get maternity care. They may 
turn up in labour, putting mother 
and baby at high risk. 

They may give birth untended, 
or seek a backstreet abortion as 
the NHS is closed to them.

People with contagious diseases, 
such as tuberculosis and HIV, will 
put up with symptoms instead of 

seeking treatment. This puts their 
own and other people’s lives at 
risk.

Early signs of illnesses such as 
cancer will go undiagnosed and 
untreated. Many migrants and 
homeless people have depression, 
anxiety and post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

No NHS mental health services 
will be available and people will 
become more ill.

Trying to blot out the misery 
often leads to alcohol and 
substance misuse problems. 

Health workers need to deliver 
health care, and boycott the 
administration of eligibility checks 
and charges.

Anna Livingstone
East London

 Say no to  
 vile attack  
 on Mend
THE TIMES newspaper 
launched a disgraceful 
attack on Muslim Engage-
ment and Development 
(Mend) earlier this month.

Mend has played an 
exemplary role with Stand 
Up To Racism in combating 
Islamophobia, racism and 
antisemitism.

The article was yet 
another example of media 
Islamophobia and sought to 
sow division between 
Muslims and Jews.

As a lifelong Jewish 
anti-racist campaigner and 
co-author of the Anti Nazi 
League pamphlet on 
Holocaust denial, I have 
worked closely with Mend 
for two years.

Siema Iqbal, one of those 
attacked by The Times, 
spoke very movingly at our 
recent Confronting the Rise 
of Racism event in 
Newham, east London. 

She and Mend’s Azad Ali 
have spoken on many 
united anti-racist platforms.

Mend’s principled stance 
stands in stark contrast to 
the deluge of Islamophobic 
coverage in the media, 
including The Times, that is 
fuelling violent hate crime. 

The Times even upholds 
right wing columnist Katie 
Hopkins, who called 
migrants “cockroaches”, as 
a victim.

Islamophobia across 
Europe and the US has 
fuelled fascist organisations 
that pose a real threat to 
both Muslims and Jews.

I know that in standing 
against such prejudice and 
hate, Mend can be relied on 
as a principled ally. 

I cannot say the same of  
The Times.

Rob Ferguson
Convenor, Newham  

Stand Up To Racism

 May’s Turkey  
 links show  
 true colours
THE referendum result in 
Turkey over a week ago, 
which narrowly voted to 
give powers away from 
parliament to the president, 
has been called a fraud.

This follows a failed coup 
last summer in which 
125,000 state workers have 
been purged from their 
jobs. A further 40,000 
people have been arrested, 
with Amnesty International 

citing evidence of detainees 
being subjected to beatings 
and torture, including rape.

This of course did not 
prevent Theresa May 
visiting Turkey in January 
of this year to secure  

£100 million worth of 
fighter jet sales to this 
despotic regime.

By your friends shall ye 
know them!

John Appleyard
West Yorkshire

 Media bias masks the  
 real issues in election 
WHAT IS there not to like 
about voting Labour?

An economy that works 
for all and secure homes for 
all. A free National 
Education Service and 
reversing the cuts made in 
education.

Action to secure our 
environment. 

Security at work by 
making sure workers’ rights 
are protected and 
improved. Addressing the 
unfairness of benefits 
assessments.

Acting to end prejudice. 
Securing the NHS and 
promoting democracy, 
peace and justice.

Instead of the media’s 
character assassination of 
Jeremy Corbyn, why won’t 
they focus on the real 
issues—NHS, education, 
social care, mental health? 

And while they’re at it, 
they should address the 
problems the Tories have 
caused.

David Bryce
on Facebook

Just a 
thought...

Theresa May doing deals with Turkey’s president Recep Erdogan
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4 Their cuts are carving up 
the NHS ready to sell it off

THE TORIES have brought the NHS 
to its knees. Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt attacked junior doctors 
in England by imposing an unsafe 
and unfair contract.

Their “Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans” will see A&Es 
shut, jobs cut and beds axed. They 
will put some hospitals at risk of 
closure.

The Tories aim to soften up the 
NHS for privatisation by making it 
“cheaper” to run and more attractive 

to business.
Meanwhile 

their cuts 
to council 
budgets 
have hit 
social care, 
deepening the 
crisis in the 
health service.

And more 
attacks loom. 
The Tories 
want the 
NHS to 

make £22 billion worth of cuts by 
2020.

The health service has already 
suffered cuts in real terms.

Ministers have confirmed that 
NHS funding per head will be cut 
next year.

Junior doctor Niki Fitzgerald 
told Socialist Worker, “If there is 
another Tory government the NHS 
won’t survive because it’s being 
deliberately dismantled.”

7 Racist scapegoating and 
border clampdowns kill

RACIST BORDER controls in 
Britain and across Europe have 
killed thousands of migrants 
and refugees in recent years. 

Some 942 people have died 
trying to cross the Mediterranean 
Sea so far this year alone.

More than 800 people drowned 
trying to make the crossing in 
just one week in May last year.

When Aylan Kurdi drowned 
trying to cross in 2015 politicians 

condemned the horror of a crisis 
they created. But as his father 
said last year, “My Aylan died for 
nothing, little has changed.”

The Tories’ brutal border 
fence at Calais has trapped 
desperate refugees in intolerable 
conditions—and forced them to 
risk their lives trying to escape.

The Tories hope that scapegoating 
refugees and migrants can help 
them get away with austerity.

Since 2013 Tories 
took away some 50,000  disabled people’s 

mobility vehicles

This includes an 
astonishing 900 much-needed 

cars each week

Trident is Britain’s 
system of weapons of 
mass destruction.

Each Trident nuclear  
missile costs

£16.8 million

3,000 were to come in the 
“Dubs amendment”

350 had arrived when the 
Tories ended the scheme

90,000 refugee children 
alone in Europe

EILEEN SHORT
DEFEND COUNCIL 
HOUSING
“THE STATE of the Housing 
and Planning Act shows the 
Tories are vulnerable. Active 
campaigning has wrestled 
the Act to a stalemate.

But it remains on the statute 
book and can be enforced 
by the next government—if 
it feels confident enough.

It’s time for people 
to link up and mount a 

serious challenge.”

PAULA PETERS
DISABLED PEOPLE 
AGAINST CUTS  
ACTIVIST

“PEOPLE HAVE died because 
of these cuts and desperation. 

How many disabled people 
will survive another five 

years of Tory rule?”

RAHUL PATEL
STAND UP TO
RACISM ACTIVIST
“The Tories are trying 
to reverse 40 years of 
anti-racist gains.

Only a couple of 
years ago Theresa May 
introduced her infamous 
racist ‘Go Home’ vans. 

The number of people in 
horrific conditions in detention 
centres, including children, 
has increased.

The election offers 
an opportunity to 
hold the Tories 
to account for 
their crimes.”

JUDITH ORR
STOP THE WAR OFFICER
“EVERY WAR is supposedly 
justified by claims that it 
will save people’s lives.
Yet in reality more 
bombs make the 
situation worse.

Theresa May is hand in 
hand with Donald Trump.

The world will be an 
even more dangerous 
place if the Tories 
win the election.”

2 They rigged the education 
system to favour the rich

THE GOVERNMENT wants to 
impose the first real terms funding 
cuts on schools in decades.

Schools will lose £3 billion a year 
in real terms by 2020 under the 
Tories’ “fair funding” formula.

They want a privatised education 
system that writes off 
working class children 
as failures—or 
removes opportunities 
altogether.

That’s why the 
Tories raised 
the cap on 
university 
tuition fees to 
£9,000 a year in 
2010 and scrapped 
Education 
Maintenance 
Allowance for 

college students. It’s why they are 
diverting billions into privately-run  
academies and free schools—
and pushing for new selective 
grammars.

Leeds teacher Paul Grist told 
Socialist Worker, “People have 
been made redundant, class sizes 
are going up and workloads are 

increasing.
“Teachers are angry. They 

need to be prepared to act.”

3 Benefit ‘reforms’ robbed 
the poor and the disabled

A NEW benefit system snatches 
more money from the poorest 
and most vulnerable. The Tories’ 
Personal Independence Payments 
have seen many claimants lose 
mobility support.

Employment Support Allowance 
has been cut from £103 a week to 
£73.

A four-year freeze on working age 

benefits began last year. As inflation 
rises, this means claimants are even 
worse off.

Nicola Jeffery has fibromyalgia 
and has had all her support cut. 

She told Socialist Worker, “The 
Tories have deliberately made 
people sicker with their policies. 

“There are no safety nets 
anymore.”

5Their wars in Middle East 
only worsen the bloodshed

TORY WARS have 
killed hundreds 
of thousands of 
people since 2010.

The US and 
Britain’s intervention 
in Libya left tens 
of thousands dead 
and 450,000 people 
internally displaced.

Western bombing 
has officially killed 
hundreds of civilians 
in Syria and the 
true figure may be 
much higher.

The Tories 
have continued 
operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

The richest

1%  
of people 
in Britain

own some

23%  of the 
wealth

But the 
poorest

20%

get just a 
measly

 0.8%

1 Austerity built on lies has 
made workers worse off

THE TORIES have trashed workers’ 
lives with austerity and tried to 
block resistance to the attacks.

They had sacked over a 
million public sector workers 
by last November—driving up 
unemployment and gutting key 
services.

Many remaining public sector 
workers face a 1 percent pay cap 
until 2020, effectively a pay cut as 
inflation rises.

Civil service workers have lost as 
much as 9 percent of their pay since 
2010.

And the pay cap slashed over  
£4.3 billion from NHS workers’ 
wages between 2010 and 2016.

The Tories boast of a record-high 
employment rate. 

But the largest group of new jobs 
created are part time and wages 
have stagnated. 

Women earn an average of nearly 
14 percent less than men, partly due 
to part time working.

The Tories hope their Trade 
Union Act will blunt resistance. 
Workers must win a 50 percent 

turnout in ballots for strikes to be 
legally valid. But some, such as 
those at Plumstead Manor School 
in London, have already shown that 
the thresholds can be beaten. 

And cleaners at the Royal London 
Hospital last month showed that 
unofficial walkouts are possible too.

6 Wrecking council housing 
is making people homeless

COUNCIL HOUSING faces wholesale 
destruction under the Tories. Former 
leader David Cameron reintroduced 
Right to Buy to encourage more 
council housing selloffs. 

Some 12,246 council houses 
were sold through Right to Buy in 
2015/16, compared 
to 2,758 in 2010/11.

Within six months 
of the Tories coming to 
office, George Osborne 
halved the amount 
of funding to social 
landlords. It allowed 

them to charge 
up to 80 percent 
of market rent. 

This “affordable 
rent” is affordable 
to no one but the 

wealthy. Meanwhile 
the Tories have 
made it easier for 
private developers 
to build homes.

The Tories want 

to undermine the idea of social 
housing as anything but a safety 
net for the most desperate. 

Meanwhile their bedroom tax 
cuts money from working class 
people who have the audacity to live 
in anything bigger than a shoebox.

IAN HODSON
BFAWU UNION
PRESIDENT
“This election needs to be 
about jobs and the NHS. It 

needs to be about 
homes. 

Austerity is a 
political choice, 
not an economic 
necessity. This 
is our chance to 

change society.”

1 in 6 public sector jobs 
have been cut

8% of school funding 
has been taken from 
every single child, 
due to a combination 
of budget cuts and 
rising class sizes

Tory governments have waged war on ordinary people since 2010, helped 
until 2015 by their Lib Dem allies. Of the countless reasons to kick them 
out, Eleanor Claxton-Mayer and Alistair Farrow explain seven of the biggest

30,000  
excess deaths a 
year are linked to 
social care cuts, 
according to a 
2016 study

4 in 5
NHS hospitals are 
deemed unsafe

The number of 
council homes 
sold off each 
year went up 
from

2,758  
in 2010-11 to...

12,246 
 
...by 2015-16 
—and the 
Housing and 
Planning Act 
will make it 
even worse

AFTER 7 YEARS, 7 REASONS TO

One of many protests against the Tory government  Picture: Guy Smallman



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: HARINGEY
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 17 May, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd,
N15 3QH

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Le Pen in France— 
could a fascist win?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Le Pen in France—
could a fascist win?
Wed 3 May, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Turkey after the 
referendum—democracy 
or dictatorship?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
CARDIFF
Le Pen and the resistable rise 
of the far right in Europe
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
New York Diner,
CF24 3BQ
CHESTERFIELD
Climate change—after 
Trump, how can we 
fight for our planet?
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm,
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,
CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
Do left wing trade union 
leaders make a difference?
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm,
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
Le Pen in France—
could a fascist win?
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm,
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH
DUNDEE
Class struggle and the 
fight for reforms
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Le Pen in France—
could a fascist win?
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
ESSEX
State capitalism to 
revolutionary organisation— 
Tony Cliff’s contribution to 
socialist theory and practice
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL

GLASGOW
The case against 
borders—why we oppose 
immigration controls
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HULL
Why won’t the Tories 
fund the NHS?
Thu 4 May, 7pm,
Cafe Licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

LANCASTER
Le Pen in France—
could a fascist win?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Le Pen in France—
could a fascist win?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia,
22 Caledonia St,
L7 7DX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
The real tradition of May Day
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Revolution and fighting 
imperialism—who 
was Frantz Fanon?
Wed 3 May, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CENTRAL
Who were the Black 
Panthers?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Room 130,
UCL, Foster Court Building,
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: EALING
Islamophobia—what it 
is and how we fight it
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
A people’s history of 
the British empire
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON
The politics of food 
Thu 27 Apr, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Le Pen in France—
could a fascist win?
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
100 years on—the 
Bolsheviks and the 
Russian Revolution
Wed 3 May, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove,
E15 1HP
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Why the state is not neutral
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
The French elections—
racism and resistance
Wed 3 May, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church
Barlow Moor Rd,M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Can privilege theory 
help fight oppression?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
MANCHESTER: LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME
Le Pen in France—
could a fascist win?
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Inspire,
747 Stockport Rd,M19 3AR

MEDWAY
Zionism, antisemitism 
and Palestine
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Abortion—why we defend 
a woman’s right to choose
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Uber, Deliveroo and the gig 
economy—is the working 
class disappearing?
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm,
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
SCARBOROUGH
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Wed 3 May, 7pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Syria—revolution,  
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
The politics of food
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

LONDON
Love Music Hate Racism 
event marking This 
Is Hull! Rock Against 
Racism exhibition
Wed 3 May, 7pm til late,
Rich Mix,
35-47 Bethnal Green Rd,
E1 6LA.
Acts and speakers 
include Cosmo Pyke
Holly Holden, Cal Jader, 
Richard Lees, Roger Huddle 
and Dave Randall
NATIONAL
Marxism 2017—ideas
for a world in turmoil
Thu 6—Sun 9 July,
central London.
A four-day political festival
of meetings , debate, film
showings, music and
much more, hosted by the
Socialist Workers Party.
To book your ticket go to
marxismfestival.org.uk or
call the Marxism festival
office on 020 7840 5620

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRIGHTON
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 3 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade
HD1 5JP

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd
N15 3QH

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

PLYMOUTH
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF

POOLE AND 
DORCHESTER
Mon 15 May, 7pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 3 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

SWANSEA
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Volcano Theatre,
27-29 High Street,
SA1 1LG

TELFORD
Thu 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,  The Parade,
Wellington, 
TF1 1PY

How can Jeremy Corbyn 
win the general election? 

lBIRMINGHAM 
Sat 6 May, 1-5.30pm, 
Old Library at The 
Custard Factory, 
Gibb St, B9 4DT

CONFRONTING THE RISE OF RACISM 
Stand Up To Racism regional summits 

lBRISTOL  
Sat 20 May, 1-5pm,
Tony Benn House, 
Victoria Street, 
BS1 6AY

lMANCHESTER 
AND NORTH WEST
Sat 13 May, 1-5pm, 
Friends Meeting 
House, M2 5NS

lSHEFFIELD AND 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
Sat 13 May, 12-4pm, 
The U-Mix Centre, 
S2 4UJ

Stand Up To Racism 
local groups are holding 
a series of regional 
summits to discuss  
and debate how to  
take forward the  
movement against 
racism in their 
local areas.  

standuptoracism.org.uk

Rallying in support  of Corbyn                                                                              Picture: Guy Smallman 
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A tense portrayal of counter-revolution in Egypt 
FILM
ESHTEBAK (CLASH)
Directed by Mohamed Diab 
on limited release 21 April

DIRECTOR Mohamed 
Diab’s new film Clash is a 
microscope on resistance 
and repression in the 
aftermath of the Egyptian 
Revolution.  

In many ways, the film 
is a sequel to Jehane 
Noujaim’s The Square. Her 
film immersed us in the 
dizzying heights of Tahrir 
Square and the downfall 
of the dictator Hosni 
Mubarak in 2011, but left 

its protagonists’ dreams 
thwarted. 

Diab’s film gives an 
intimate portrayal of the 
different forces at play 
after this initial wave. 

You’re placed in the 
midst of protests that 
came after the military 
reasserted itself and 
toppled the new Muslim 
Brotherhood government. 

Set in the back of 
a police van, it is an 
intensely intimate and 
personal portrayal. While 
you see a glimpse of the 
bigger picture, through 
the narrow windows of 
the police van, the focus 

remains on the individuals 
inside throughout.  

First police grab AP 
journalist Adam (Handy 
Adel) and photographer 
Zein (Mohammed El 
Sebaey) and throw them 
into the van. 

Outside supporters 
of the military coup are 
celebrating—but in the 
chaos cops also pick them 
up. 

To add to the potentially 
explosive mix, Muslim 
Brotherhood supporters 
are also thrown into the 
back for throwing stones. 

The film focuses on the 
tension—and asks how it 

will be worked out.
Because each of the 

individuals represents 
a different section of 
Egyptian society, this is 
one of its great strengths. 

But focusing on the 
individuals—both the 
tensions between them 
and their own humanity— 
can obscure the bigger 
picture and leave you 
lost at times. So there is 
even a “good cop”—Awad 
(Ahmed Abdel Hameed). 

Such reservations 
aside, its dialogue and 
tightly-shot scenes brings 
the horror of counter-
revolution to the screen.

Sleaford Mods film will do 
well ahead of the elections
The angry duo’s social realism has seen their popularity grow but a new film 
about them has a crucial failing—it is far too reverential, writes Nick Grant
THIS PORTRAIT of the musical act 
Sleaford Mods goes on national 
cinema release this week.

Its infantile title—Kunst is German 
for “art”—relates to their regrettably 
frequent use of the c-word and the 
title of one of their songs. 

Even though the word is typically 
used in a self-derogatory manner it 
betrays their blokeish milieu.

So we get a cliched narrative of 
guys doing their uncompromising 
thing and winning out. 

It’s defined by appearances on 
Jools Holland and at Glastonbury in 
2016 before signing a Rough Trade 
contract.

The duo of lyricist/vocalist Jason 
Williamson and beatmaker Andrew 
Fearn from Nottingham work hard.

Audiences
Opening for The Specials and The 
Libertines broke them to wider audi-
ences. Lefty actor Maxine Peake and 
zombie rocker Iggy Pop are fans. 

Gigs in Germany, Spain and New 
York show their reach.

Their fans of course can mouth 
each angry syllable Jason spits. In 
one scene it appears that a father and 
son crushed in at the stage barrier are 
doing so in unison.

Fans say things like “they really 
mean what they say”, “they are the 
voice of Britain”, “a breath of fresh 
air in a stagnated industry”. 

“Avant-garde record label” boss 
Steve Underwood is shown leaving 
his bus-driver mates to go full-time 
as Sleafords’ manager. 

Too much of the film however is 
spent with him.

This is all pretty disappointing 
because I do rate this band. Live they 
are minimalist social realists. A mic. 

A rapper. A laptop with mute bloke 
tapping the keys rarely. That’s the 
image.

But the sound is brutal. Booming, 
driving, catchy synthesised riffs sur-
round Jason’s furious tales as if John 
Cooper Clark on speed had joined 
Public Image back in the punk days.

They renounce “love songs” 
to talk about what’s going on in  
people’s lives. 

They catalogue zero hours con-
tracts, Poundland, Tory-hating,  
benefit-denied working class Britain 
today.

Interviewed on Channel 4 News 
last year Jason said he was proud to 
have been expelled from the Labour 
Party because he had only joined to 
support Jeremy Corbyn. 

Label
Yet here he cantankerously rejects a 
“voice of the people” label despite the 
film’s repeated evidence to the con-
trary. But this film’s crucial failing 
is that it is far too reverential. It’s as 
thin as a punk fanzine, a marketing 
puff rather than critical friend.

There’s no political challenge to or 

even debate with its protagonists, for 
example, on their white male audi-
ence profile. 

Nor does it reveal what a good 
“behind the scenes” documentary can 
do in terms of the artistic process. It 
doesn’t show how the songs are cre-
ated or what influences they draw on, 

But I have an inkling it will do 
quite well at the box office in this 
general election period.

Bunch of Kunst is written, directed and 
produced by Christine Franz and is 
in cinemas. Go to bit.ly/2oD2TZr for 
details of screenings near you

JASON WILLIAMSON and Andrew Fearn (left) in a scene from the film

A scene from the film

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 A rebel’s guide to 
Malcolm X
Antony Hamilton

2 Testosterone Rex: 
Unmaking the myths of 
our gendered minds
Cordelia Fine

3 Sound System—the 
political power of music
Dave Randall

4 Black British Rebels
Hassan Mahamdallie

5 And The Weak Suffer 
What They Must?
Yanis Varoufakis

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

EVENT 
BOOKMARKS EVENTS NEXT 
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1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

IN MORE equal countries, 
human beings are generally 
happier and healthier, 
there is less crime, more 
creativity and higher 
educational attainment.

Danny Dorling talks 
about his new book, The 
Equality Effect, which 
presents evidence so 
overwhelming that it 

should be changing politics 
and society all over the 
world. Also look out for 
Gregor Gall talking on his 
book on Bob Crow.

THEATRE
AFTERMATH
Written by Alex May 
Showing as part of Leverhulme 
Drama Festival bit.ly/2ploYiy

ALEX MAY’S play links 
struggles from the 1913 
Dublin Lockout to the 
1984-5 miners’ strike to 
the 2004 Liverpool social 
workers’ strike. 

And on the way a range 
of historical characters join 
three retired workers to 
discuss the lessons of the 
past.

Author Danny Dorling
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READ MORE
lThe Labour Party—a 
Marxist history 
by Tony Cliff and  
Donny Gluckstein, £5

lJeremy Corbyn, Labour 
and the fight for socialism 
by Charlie Kimber, £3

lThe class struggle under 
New Labour by John Rees 
bit.ly/2pL4koY

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

In i t iat ives  and academy 
schools. They slashed public 
sector wages and jobs. 

They also failed to get rid 
of the vicious anti-union laws 
introduced by Thatcher.

As Unison union leader Dave 
Prentis said, “Labour built the 
bridge that the Tories are 
marching over.”

They built fewer council 
homes during their entire time 
in government than Thatcher 
did in one year. Meanwhile 
average wages fell, while the 
cost of living went up.

B
LAIR  gambled 
that Labour could 
oversee all this 
wi thout  los ing 
its working class 
voters,  s imply 

because there was no one 
else to vote for.

Instead Labour haemor-
rhaged votes and members 
almost immediately. This was 
made immensely worse by 
the war on Iraq, which even-
tually saw the end of Blair’s  
leadership in 2006.

Membership fe l l  f rom 
407,000 in 1997 to 109,000 in 
2004—then its lowest recorded 
figure.

There were also signs that 
Labour was losing its trade 
union base too which, despite 
Blair’s hostility, still gave the 
party the bulk of its funding.

Labour provoked big disputes 
with teachers, firefighters, 
postal workers and civil serv-
ants. In 2004 the RMT union 
was expelled from Labour and 
the firefighters’ FBU voted to 
disaffiliate.

In other unions, such as the 
postal workers’ CWU, there 
were votes to reduce Labour’s 
funding. But most damaging for 
Labour was the collapse of its 
vote—it lost around five million 
in total.

Blair’s defenders cling to 
the argument that Labour 
won three elections under his 
leadership. 

But one of the only reasons 
Labour hung on for as long as 
it did was because the Tories 
were still in disarray.

L a b o u r  g o t  f e w e r 
votes in its landslide in  
1997—13.5 million—than  
the Tories’ 14 million in 
1992. 

Even before the Iraq 
war in 2001 it was down 
to ten million, fewer than 
the votes Neil Kinnock 
lost with in 1992.

By 2005 it was down to 
9.5 million, and in 2010 it was 

booted out with just over eight 
and a half million. This process 
is at the heart of Labour’s crisis 
today.

The election of Jeremy 
Corbyn as leader pointed to a 
possible way out for Labour. 

But the infighting caused by 
the right outraged at Corbyn’s 
election has only exacerbated 
their crisis.

And the complete hollowing 
out of Labour’s support under 
Blair and Brown means it can’t 
simply rely on anger at the 
Tories to win an election.

There would likely have to 
be a return of class struggle and 
big shift in wider society to turn 
things around.

Yet the answer that Blair’s 
disciples insist on—that drag-
ging the party rightwards is 
the only way to win—can only 
mean disaster.

TONY BLAIR 
(above) attacked 
workers and 
failed to reverse 
Thatcher’s anti-
trade union laws. 
Postal workers 
(top) struck in 
1998 against New 
Labour’s attacks 
on their bonuses

T
WENTY years 
ago this week 
t he  Labou r 
Party won a 
general elec-
t i o n  b y  a 

landslide.
But under the leader-

ship of Tony Blair it had 
shifted drastically to the 
right. 

Labour spent its 13 years 
in government from 1997 
attacking workers and 
launching disastrous wars.

It’s common sense in 
establishment circles to 
say that Labour’s election 
in 1997 showed that most 
people are right wing. 

They say Labour only won 
then because it moved to 
the right—and that taking 
the party back to the left is 
a sure way to lose. They are 
dead wrong.

The Tories weren’t beaten 
because workers had huge 
enthusiasm for Blair or his 
“pro-business” rebranding 
of Labour. The party won 
because masses of people 
were sick of Tory rule.

The Tories were collaps-
ing. Workers had recently 
fought big battles against 
them over mine closures and 
the poll tax. 

Public sector workers were 
fighting attacks on their pay—
the latest in 18 years of job 
cuts and pay cuts faced by 
all workers. Public services 
had become worse and more 
expensive after privatisation.

Anger
There was anger at the police 
and racism too. 

The Tories passed a bill in 
1994 to give more stop and 
search powers to the police, 
which were used to target 
mainly young black people.

The Nazi British National 
Party had grown in the early 
90s, and cops had violently 
attacked some anti -Nazi 
marches.

At the same time, polls and 
surveys didn’t show that peo-
ple’s opinions in society were 
right wing.

In the 1996 British Social 
Attitudes Survey, between 
59 and 70 percent of people 
agreed that “ordinary people 
do not get their fair share of 
the nation’s wealth”. 

And between 66  and  
75 percent of people agreed 
that “there is one law for the 
rich and one for the poor”.

When an ICM poll asked 
voters what social issues they 
felt most strongly about, 
racism, pollution and nuclear 
weapons were in the top four.

In fact on many issues there 
was a gaping chasm between 
what working class people said 
they wanted from a govern-
ment and what Blair’s Labour 
promised.

While Blair promised to cut 
benefits, 55 percent of people 
in the social attitudes survey 
believed that “unemployment 
benefit is too low and causes 
hardship”.

Blair told Labour conference 

in 1996, “There are no longer 
bosses and workers, them and 
us.”

But 76 percent of respond-
ents to a Gallup poll that year 
said they thought there was a 
class struggle in Britain.

Blair’s followers today shout 
loudest about how Labour has 
to adapt to what they think 
are workers’ right wing views 
in order to get elected.

In 1997, when most workers’ 
views were well to the left of 
Blair’s, he and his supporters 

ignored them completely.
From the point of view of 

Blair and the rest of Labour’s 
right wing leadership, this 
made perfect sense.

Until Blair, Labour had 
always promised to try and 
run society in the interests of 
workers.

But Labour in government 
always has to face up to those 
with real power in society—the 
bankers, the bosses and the big 
business owners.

They want Labour to show it 
can protect their interests too. 
And that usually means attack-
ing workers.

Labour governments before 
Blair found this out to their 
cost. Harold Wilson was first 
elected in 1964 on a raft of left 
wing promises. He gave them 
up pretty quickly when the gov-
ernor of the Bank of England 
demanded wage freezes and 
cuts to social services.

The next Labour prime 
minister, James Callaghan, 
tried to cap workers’ wages 
to make them pay for an eco-
nomic crisis—and provoked a 
massive wave of strikes.

B
Y THE 1990s 
b o s s e s  we re 
demand ing  a 
government that 
would continue 
Tory Margaret 

Thatcher’s job of privatising 
industry and driving down the 
cost of wages.

Blair’s answer was to rein-
vent Labour completely—as 
New Labour.

New Labour  accepted 
Thatcher’s idea that compe-
tition and the market were 
better than planning and reg-
ulation, and tacked on vague 
promises about “social justice” 
and “redistribution”.

Two of its biggest champions 
Peter Mandelson and Roger 
Liddle wrote at the time that 
New Labour’s job was “to move 
forward from where Margaret 
Thatcher left off”.

Blair symbolically ditched 
Labour’s “Clause 4” commit-
ment to public ownership of 
industry. 

A more woolly “community 
in which power, wealth and 
opportunity are in the hands 
of the many, not the few” 
replaced it.

This  v is ion of  society 
didn’t involve trade unions, 
which Mandelson and Liddle 
complained had “impeded 
industry”. 

In 1997 Blair insisted, “We 
will not be held to ransom by 
the unions. We will not cave 
into unrealistic pay demands 
from anybody. We will stand 
up to strikes.”

As Blair’s Labour got closer 
to government, even its vague 
promises about redistribution 
of wealth were dropped. 

And it turned out “social jus-
tice” meant giving police more 
powers and attacking benefits.

Blair and Brown’s Labour 
governments pushed through 
privatisation in schools and 
hospitals, introducing the 
disastrous Public Finance 

THINGS 
ONLY GOT 
BITTER
New Labour swept into office 20 years ago this week. 
Nick Clark explains how the party is still being punished 
for Tony Blair’s attempts to sideline the working class

Labour always 
has to face up 
to those with 
real power—the 
bosses

‘‘ 
The cabal of free marketeers at the heart of New Labour

Labour won the 1997 election but its support rapidly plummeted after the party attacked workers and started the Iraq war 

Socialist Worker front 
page from 1997

May Day –a beacon to 
 workers across the world 

May Day 1917 saw 
massive celebrations 
in Russia—but tension 
was brewing against 
the provisional 
government

RUSSIA’S Provisional 
Government legalised 
May Day in 1917 after the 
February Revolution and 
made it an official festival.

But the protests on the 
newly legal May Day only 
helped deepen anger 
against the government.

Russian revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky wrote, “All 
the cities of Russia were 
drowned in meetings and 
demonstrations. Everybody, 
it seemed, was celebrating.

“So far as it could, 
the army at the front 
celebrated. News came 
of meetings, speeches, 
banners and revolutionary 
songs in the trenches, 
and there were responses 
from the German side.”

Under the Tsars, the 
only legal processions 
were funerals. 

May Day protests before 
1917 had brought thousands 
of workers onto the streets, 
but were often dispersed.

Soldiers
This time armed workers 
marched in Petrograd, and 
prisoners of war marched 
alongside soldiers. 

All the buildings on the 
Palace Square, including the 
Winter Palace, were decorated 
with revolutionary slogans. 

Then foreign minister 
Pavel Miliukov described 
how 1 May was “the day of 
the first open celebration in 
Russia of the international 
workers’ holiday, May Day”.

He wrote, “Public buildings 
were decorated that day with 
gigantic signs saying, ‘Long 
live the International’.”

One such banner stretched 
across the Mariinsky Palace, 
where the Provisional 
Government was based. 

Trotsky wrote how 
“the authorities could not 
make up their mind to 
remove this disagreeable 
and alarming streamer”.

The day seemed to unite 
all of Russia. But Trotsky 

added, “Underneath the 
triumphal discipline of 
the demonstration the 
mood was tense.”

More battles were taking 
place in factories, rations 
were being cut and there was 
growing anger at the war.

Just days after the May Day 
celebrations, street protests 
erupted against Miliukov. 

A leaked note showed that 
he had promised the Allied 
governments that Russia 
would continue the war.

Furious protests followed, 

later known as the April Days. 
Soldiers and armed 

workers marched with 
posters reading, “Down 
with Miliukov” and 
“Miliukov must resign”. 

Some took up the 
slogan, “Down with the 
Provisional Government!” 

Excitement
The Bolsheviks helped 
to lead armed protests 
driving Miliukov out.

Historian of the 
revolution Sukhanov wrote, 
“Tremendous excitement 
reigned generally in the 
working class districts, the 
factories and the barracks. 

“Many factories were 
idle. Local meetings were 
taking place everywhere.”

As the Bolsheviks grew 
in influence, Bolshevik 
leader Lenin came under 
increasing attack. 

Days before the May Day 
celebrations, injured soldiers 
protested against Lenin—
and for continuing the war. 

Newspapers carried claims 
that Lenin was a spy and 
an enemy of the people.

But in Petrograd, the Soviet 
stood firm against the lies 
and was able to hold sway 
among ordinary people. 

By May Day Sukhanov 
wrote that the Soviet “had 
in its hands the totality of 
all real state power and the 
entire fate of the revolution”.

For the coming second 
revolution to be a success, 
that confidence needed 
to spread across Russia.
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage at 
tinyurl.com/sw1917

1917 TIMELINE
18 April (1 May by modern 
calendar) Russia’s first 
official May Day celebration 
lMassive May Day 
demonstrations take place 
in Russia to coincide with 
international workers 
celebrations
lTwo days later foreign 
minister Miliukov’s note 
is leaked revealing the 
promise to continue the war
lHuge protests ensue 
against the war, which result 
in Miliukov resigning

All the cities of 
Russia were 
drowned in 
meetings and 
demonstrations

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION

MAY DAY celebration in Palace Square, St Petersburg, 1917
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 Israeli propagandist set to face protest
by NICK CLARK

STUDENTS AT the School of 
African and Oriental Studies 
(Soas) in central London were 
set to protest on Thursday of 
this week against a planned 
visit by Israeli ambassador 
Mark Regev.

It comes as Palestinian 
societies at universities across 
Britain have faced attempts 
by pro-Israeli groups to shut 
down their events.

The university’s Jewish 
and United Nations societies 
have invited Regev to speak 
at Soas on Thursday.

Boycott
Management have allowed 
him to speak despite a  
75 percent vote in favour 
of an academic boycott of 
Israel in a students’ union 
referendum in 2015.

Students from a wide 
range of student societies  
at Soas have put out a  
statement. 

It said, “Regev will be 
speaking at our university 
as an official representative 
of the Israeli state, not in a  
personal capacity.

“He is being given the 

cover of an academic setting 
to put forward official state 
positions on the on-going 
e x p a n s i o n  o f  i l l e g a l  
settlements, the siege of 
Gaza, land thefts,  and  
discriminatory laws imposed 
on Palestinian citizens of 
Israel.”

It added, “This is not an 
academic debate, informed 
by fact and reason, it is an 
official exercise in state 
propaganda.”

As spokesperson for Israeli 
prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu in 2014 Regev 
defended Israel ’s  2014 
assault on the Gaza Strip. 
It killed more than 2,000 
Palestinians.

He  became  I s r ae l ’ s 
ambassador to Britain in 2016 
with a mission to combat  
g r o w i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  
Palestine and the Boycott 
Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement.

In recent weeks university 
Palestinian societies have 
faced coordinated and well-
organised attempts by pro 
Israeli groups to shut down 
their events.

Soc iet ies  a t  London 
universities and around 
B r i t a i n  h a v e  b e e n 

smeared with accusations 
o f  a n t i s e m i t i s m  f o r  
hosting pro-BDS events.

In  one instance the 
Palestinian society at Uclan  
un ivers i ty  in  Pres ton , 
Lancashire, was forced to 
relocate a public meeting 
on BDS off campus. Uclan 

management  cancel led 
the meeting without first 
informing the students after 
a lobbying campaign by a 
group calling itself North 
West Friends of Israel.

Regev’s planned Soas 
visit is a carefully planned 
provocation.

There is strong support for 
Palestine at Soas, which was 
one of the first universities 
where students voted to 
endorse BDS.

There were also protests 
last year after Regev met with 
Soas director Valerie Amos.

But it has been singled out 

by pro-Israeli groups because 
of this.

There have been claims 
that support for BDS made 
Soas “unsafe” for Jewish 
students.

University management 
agreed that the Israeli 
embassy will be in charge of 
security for the event.

Armed
This means Regev will be 
accompanied by armed 
guards, and that the embassy 
will collect details of everyone 
attending the speaking event.

But students at Soas have 
promised to go ahead with an 
Apartheid off Campus event 
on the day of Regev’s visit.

The students’ statement 
said the event will be “a day 
where the Soas community 
will celebrate its diversity and 
struggles with teach-outs on 
resistance movements, the 
situation in Palestine and 
their relevance in the UK 
today”.

They called on everyone 
who believes in “justice for 
the Palestinian people” to 
join them on campus.
Join the protest—Thu 27 April, 
5.30pm, Soas, Bloomsbury, 
London WC1H 0XG

MARK REGEV has defended Israeli war crimes   
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McCluskey 
narrowly 
beats Unite 
right winger
Unite leader re-elected for a third 
term but vote shows up problems in 
the union, writes Dave Sewell

LEN MCCLUSKEY has been re-
elected general secretary of the 
Unite union.

Many socialists breathed a sigh of 
relief as the Labour right’s attempt 
to unseat a key ally of Jeremy 
Corbyn fell short. But the result 
was narrower than expected and 
revealed a high level of disaffection 
inside one of Britain’s largest trade 
unions.

McCluskey won 59,067 votes, 
right wing senior official Gerard 
Coyne got 53,544 and rank and file 
socialist Ian Allinson won 17,143.

Coyne’s defeat is welcome. He 
called for Unite to cosy up to bosses 
and for Labour to cut immigration. 

By contrast McCluskey has sup-
ported Stand up to Racism and the 
People’s Assembly. Allinson has led 
strikes in his workplace and was the 
only candidate to defend freedom of 
movement for EU migrants. 

Almost 100,000 fewer votes were 
cast than in the previous election in 
2013. 

Coyne benefitted from the full 
support of the right wing media 
and had the backing of much of the 
Labour machine.

Bureaucracy
McCluskey had the support of virtu-
ally the whole union bureaucracy. 
Large sections of the left argue that 
it was urgent to support him.

Yet neither managed to inspire 
Unite members to come out and 
vote in large numbers.

McCluskey’s warnings about 
Coyne’s right wing agenda hit home 
for some. For others, so did Coyne’s 
hypocritical attacks on McCluskey 
for enjoying the perks of his job 
while neglecting members.

Allinson’s campaign did well 
with much fewer resources and the 
backing only of activists and social-
ist groups, including the Socialist 
Workers Party. 

Many Unite members have suf-
fered the brunt of austerity and 
bosses’ attacks without getting a 
lead to fight back.

C h a l l e n g e s  t o  s o m e  o f 
McCluskey’s nominations have 

exposed how some Unite branches 
are inactive or disorganised.

Strikes by Unite at Fawley oil 
refinery last year won pay parity for 
migrants, and its campaigning around 
the Sports Direct warehouse in 
Derbyshire piled pressure on the firm.

But such resistance has been 
rare, creating a gap for the right to 
exploit, and a danger that it could 
take control of the union once 
McCluskey steps down.

Some on the left accused Allinson 
of “splitting” the “left vote”, blaming 
him for nearly letting Coyne in. This 
reveals a dangerous complacency. 
It’s McCluskey who gave Coyne a 
chance by calling an unnecessary 
snap election.

And the declining turnout shows 
there is no static “left vote” to take 
for granted. 

Some of Allinson’s votes are as 
likely to have been won away from 
frustrated members who would oth-
erwise have voted for Coyne or not 
voted at all.

His candidacy helped stop the 
issues up for debate being narrowed 
just to Unite’s relationship with the 
Labour Party. 

More of this, not less, is needed 
across the union movement to 
reverse a drift into passivity.

Longer article online bit.ly/2pdi9wv

WHAT NEXT?
Go to Ian Allinson’s post-election 
campaign meetings

lBirmingham 
Sun 14 May, 3-5pm, Briar Rose, 
25 Bennetts Hill, B2 5RE 
lGlasgow  
Sat 6 May, 1.30-3pm, Avant 
Garde, 34-44 King St, G1 5QT
lLondon 
Sat 13 May, Room 110, SOAS 
Senate House, Paul Webley 
Wing, Malet St, WC1 7HU
lManchester 
Sun 7 May, 2-4pm, Peterloo 
Room, Mechanics Centre,  
103 Princess St, M1 6DD

THE UNITE leader has won again, but does narrow result show members are uninspired by his leadership? 

HOUSING

 Wealthy investors snap up the bulk of  
 demolished council estates in London
THE MOVEMENT against the 
demolition of London estates took 
important steps forward last week. 

Over 100 people joined a 
meeting in Haringey, north 
London, against the redevelopment 
of seven estates in the Labour-
run borough. It was an angry 
meeting—and for good reason. 

One speaker told the meeting, 
“Plans to demolish the Broadwater 
Farm estate in Tottenham began 
after the riots in 2011. This isn’t 
just about changing the houses, it’s 
about changing the people.”

Threat
At previous meetings council 
officers claimed that people won’t 
be forced out. But local residents, 
tenants and activists are fighting 
the threat of thousands of people 
losing their homes. 

In February the council voted 
to enter into a 50/50 partnership 
with property developer Lendlease. 

The firm was sued by New York 
City for some £43 million after 
a long term scam in which they 
overcharged the city and other 
firms by tens of millions of dollars.

One person told the meeting last 

week, “If Lendlease can screw New 
York City, they’re going to roll over 
Haringey like a bulldozer.”

And a recent submission to 
a local government watchdog 
shows that developers of 46 sites 
across London have dropped 
commitments to provide 
“affordable housing”. Developers’ 
financial and legal clout often far 
outweighs that of councils.

Tenants in the 
Labour-run 
borough 
Southwark, 
south 
London, are 
still reeling 
from the deal 
the council 
did with 
Lendlease. 

All 51 new homes in 
the South Gardens part 
of the Elephant Park 
development there were 
sold to private investors, 
a recent Transparency 
International report 
showed. 

Thousands of 
people were turfed out 

from the Heygate estate to make 
way for the development.

The same report shows that 
private investors have snapped up 
between 50 and 100 percent of the 
units of 14 developments across 
London. 

However, it plays up the fact 
that some investors aren’t from 
Britain. As if it’s better to be kicked 
out of your home by the local rich.

In South Gardens homes 
sold for up to £1.5 million. 

The amounts leaseholders 
were paid for their homes 
after being forced out was 
well below the cost of flats on 
the new estate.

On Wednesday of last week 
some 40 people protested 
outside the development.

Tanya Murat from 
Southwark Defend Council 
Housing (DCH) said, “The 

way to fight social cleansing 
is to involve the local 
communities who are 
affected. We need to use 
this election campaign 
to fight for our housing 

rights.”
Alistair FarrowTenant resistance
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IN BRIEF 

Cinema staff plan  
a May Day walkout
PICTUREHOUSE cinema 
workers are set to walk out 
on Monday 1 May in their 
longrunning dispute. Their 
demands include a Living 
Wage of £8.45 outside 
London and £9.70 in London.

Six sites have live ballots—
five cinemas in London plus 
one in Brighton. However, it is 
not clear if Brighton workers 
will join the strike.

The workers’ union Bectu 
has called a demonstration at 
1pm in Trafalgar Square.

Action in the mix 
for building sites
HGV DRIVERS at building 
materials firm Cemex are 
voting on strikes over pay. 
The Unite union members 
rejected a real terms pay cut.

Strikes could cause 
shortages and delays at many 
construction sites, although 
they would involve just  
76 workers.

Meanwhile the Unite and 
GMB unions are holding a 
consultative ballot of  
700 workers at the Hinckley 
Point nuclear plant under 
construction in Somerset. It is 
over a “derisory” bonus rate.

Strike off for talks 
in Woolwich ferry
THE UNITE union suspended 
two planned walkouts by 
Woolwich Ferry workers 
in Lewisham, south east 
London, for talks last week. 

The workers are 
fighting over allegations of 
management bullying, sexual 
harassment and running 
down health and safety.

Climate of anger 
against Trump
AS PROTESTERS in the US 
mark 100 days of climate 
change denier Donald 
Trump’s presidency, the 
Campaign against Climate 
Change (CCC) is set to show 
solidarity in London.

CCC activists plan a 
“creative climate change 
action” on Westminster 
Bridge at 1pm this Saturday, 
following a rally in Old Palace 
Yard from 12 noon.

It will also highlight the 
Tories’ climate-wrecking 
policies.

Anthony ‘made no 
sudden movements’
THE PUBLIC inquiry into the 
death of Anthony Grainger 
heard last week from David 
Totton. David was in the car 
with Anthony when he was 
shot by Greater Manchester 
police in 2012.

David was asked on behalf 
of Q9, the officer who shot 
Anthony, if he had heard 
shouts of “armed police” and 
“show me your hands”.

David stated that “there 
was no shouting whatsoever” 
and that Anthony had made 
“no sudden movements”.
lLonger at bit.ly/2pdxZJv

Union debates how to 
defeat Tories’ attacks
by NICK CLARK in Bournemouth

MEMBERS OF the CWU union 
have voted unanimously to 
support the Labour Party and 
its leader Jeremy Corbyn in the 
general election on 8 June.

But delegates to its 
conference in Bournemouth 
voted against calling a mass 
anti-Tory demonstration in the 
run-up to the election.

Postal workers also 
discussed whether to vote on 
strikes against Royal Mail’s 
attack on their pensions (see 
page 3).

The CWU passed an 
emergency motion on Sunday 
to campaign for a “Labour 
government, led by Jeremy 
Corbyn, that delivers a new 
deal for workers and their 
families”.

Conference delegates 
spoke about the need to kick 
out the Tories, and motions 
condemned Tory attacks on the 
NHS and disability benefits.

One speaker called for “a 

Labour government led by 
Jeremy Corbyn to reverse the 
cuts the Tories have inflicted 
on ordinary people”.

In a video message general 
secretary Dave Ward, who 
is not at conference due to 
illness, said, “Let’s get behind 
Jeremy Corbyn, let’s get 
behind John McDonnell and 
the leadership of the Labour 
Party.”

Acting general secretary 
Tony Kearns said Corbyn’s 
claim last week that Labour 
would not “play by the rules” 
was “absolutely right”.

Radical
He told a fringe meeting, 
“What happened in the past 
when Labour played by the 
mainstream media and right 
wing’s rules is it lost.

“We need a different and 
radical approach.”

Yet he spoke on behalf 
of the union’s national 
executive council against 
the motion that called for a 

demonstration. Kearns said 
there wasn’t enough time for 
a demonstration, and that it 
would be a “distraction” from 
campaigning for Labour.

Arguing for a 
demonstration, delegate Austin 
Goldsmith from Eastern No. 
5 branch said, “Carrying this 
motion will send a message to 
the Tories—we will oppose you 
and we’re not going away.

“Dave Ward said this 
morning that we need to 
believe in the struggles we 
face. Carrying this motion will 
go some way to doing that and 
take the fight to the Tories.”

The motion was defeated 
overwhelmingly. Kye Dudd 
from Bristol branch said, “We 
shouldn’t be wasting our time 
having a rally in London with 
people who agree they’re 
voting for Jeremy Corbyn.” 

But it will take more than 
door knocking for Labour to 
beat the Tories. It will take 
struggle on the streets and in 
the workplaces.

AROUND 70 postal workers and supporters rallied outside West Norwood sorting office in 
South London last Saturday to protest against its closure  Picture: tim O’Dell

Strike vote hits the buffers  
as threshold thwarts RMT
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

A VOTE for strikes by 
London Underground 
workers has been possibly 
the first to fall foul of new 
Tory ballot thresholds.

RMT union members were 
set to strike for 24 hours 
from 10pm on 7 May. 

Their walkout is in 
defence of a colleague who 
was sacked and two others 
who were disciplined in what 
the union calls an “appalling 
miscarriage of justice”.

But in two separate ballots 
of workers in the London 
Bridge and Waterloo areas, 
only the London Bridge 
group will be striking.

Both returned 
overwhelming votes to 
strike—over 90 percent in 
the London Bridge ballot and 
75 percent in the Waterloo 
ballot backed strikes.

But those in Waterloo 
did not meet the new ballot 
thresholds introduced in last 
year’s Trade Union Act that 
came into force last month.

Often ballot turnouts 
can be low but the support 
for a strike much higher 
with members who don’t 
cast their vote still willing 
to join walkouts.

But this case is a lesson to 
all trade unionists involved 
in ballots to redouble efforts 
to maximise the vote.

POSTAL WORKERS

LGBT+ SOLIDARITY

TRANSPORT WORKERS

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

A battle of bank accounts
TENANTS OF One Housing 
in West Ham, east London, 
are fighting to withhold a 
rent hike of up to 40 percent 
demanded by the housing 
association.

One Housing had attempted 
to force all tenants to pay by 
direct debit—where it takes 
money straight from their 
accounts—rather than standing 
orders that they control.

But a majority of the 
tenants have moved their 
payments to standing order 
and have now stopped paying 
the extra 40 percent. They sent 

a letter to One Housing last 
month informing the housing 
association that they are in 
formal dispute with them over 
the increase.

And the campaign is gaining 
support across the local area.

Two Newham Labour 
councillors attended the 
campaign’s inaugural meeting. 

NUT union general secretary 
Kevin Courtney has written 
a letter to One Housing 
supporting the tenants.
lSend messages of solidarity 
to onehousingtenantsaction 
group@gmail.com

ANTI-FASCISM

Wood Green remembers stopping Nazis
AROUND 500 people 
gathered at Ducketts 
Common in North 
London last Sunday to 
celebrate the 40 year 
anniversary of the battle 
of Wood Green.

This saw thousands of 
protesters break up a 
march by the Nazi 
National Front.

Pete Gilman, 
who was at 
the battle of 
Wood Green, 
told Socialist 
Worker, “On 
that day all 
the local 
people came 
out and it 
made a massive 
difference.”

A number of 
campaigners, 

trade unionists and 
councillors made 
speeches, and 
there was music 
and dancing.

Raychelle, a 
school student said 
“This whole event 

is really important. 
“It shows 
that we’re 
still part of a 
community 
that stands 
against 
racism.”

lUNITE 
AGAINST 
Fascism 
(UAF) has 

called two 
protests on 
Saturday  
3 June. 

One will oppose the racist 
English Defence League 
in Liverpool. The other 
will take on Nazis Britain 
First in Birmingham.

The Liverpool UAF protest 
assembles outside Liverpool 
Lime Street railway station 
from 12 noon. 

Anti-Nazis in Birmingham 
will gather in the city centre 
from 12 noon.

Another UAF protest is 
set to take place in Croydon, 
south London, on Saturday 
6 May.

National Front splinter 
group the South East 
Alliance is “protesting” at 
Home Office immigration 
building Lunar House. 

Assemble there for the 
UAF protest from 12 noon.
lSearch for Unite Against 
Fascism on FacebookSchool student Raychelle

Protesters marched in Birmingham last Saturday against 
the internment and torture of gay men in Chechnya. Other 
protests took place in Manchester, London and Newcastle 

 Picture: GeOff Dexter

IT WORKERS

Protest at Fujitsu ‘shame’
WORKERS AT IT services 
firm Fujitsu struck on 
Thursday and Friday of 
last week in an ongoing 
dispute with more walkouts 
planned on Thursday and 
Friday of this week.

The Unite union members 
are fighting over a number of 
issues stemming from a cost-
cutting programme which 
includes 1,800 job cuts.

Unite activists rallied 
outside the Japanese 
embassy in central London 
on Friday of last week.

They called on the 
Japanese government to 
intervene and address the 
Japan-based company’s 
“shameful” behaviour.

Five days of strikes have 
also been called in May. 

Workers are picketing at 
sites in Basingstoke, Belfast, 
Birmingham, Bracknell, 
Crewe, Edinburgh, London, 
Manchester, Stevenage, 
Wakefield and Warrington.
lSend donations and 
messages of support at  
bit.ly/2oYsHPv



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

19

Strikes grow in London
SCHOOL STRIKES are 
spreading across London 
even before the Tory funding 
cuts have begun to hit 
schools. 

NUT members at Ark 
Elvin Academy in Wembley, 
north London, are set to 
strike on 3 and 4 May over 
redundancies and excessive 
workload.

NUT members at the 
Inclusion and Specialist 
Support Team (ISST) in 
Hackney are due to strike on 
9 May. The following week 
they plan two days of strikes, 

and three days the week 
after that.

Workers there first struck 
earlier this month. NUT 
members at Hackney’s 
Parkwood School also struck 
alongside them—and could 
join the strikes next month.

And NUT members at 
Dormers Wells High School 
and Dormers Wells Infants 
School in Ealing plan a strike 
on 11 May over proposals 
to turn the school into an 
academy.
lFor last week’s schools 
action see page 6

NATIONAL UNION of 
Teachers (NUT) union 
members at George 
Mitchell School in Leyton, 
east London, struck on 
Tuesday of this week 
against plans to turn the 
school into an academy.

The governing body has 
decided to consider joining 
Partnership Learning, a 
multi-academy trust.

Teachers are worried 
by growing privatisation 
of education.

The walkout forced the 
head teacher to close the 
school to most children.

The NUT nationally 
is considering possible 
legal challenges against 
academies that are trying 
to bring in selection and 
grammar school status 
by the back door. 

Some academies have set 
up “grammar streams”—
with distinct uniforms—and 
have advertised them as 
such to prospective parents.

Leyton no to 
an academy

Socialist Worker  26 April 2017

Action needed now  
to defend the NHS
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS in Liverpool

THE UNION leadership’s failure to 
produce enough resistance to the 
Tory assault on the NHS defined 
Unison’s health conference in 
Liverpool this week.

Unison general secretary Dave 
Prentis told delegates,“Right now the 
NHS needs those with the will, spirit 
and dedication to fight.” That’s true, 
but there was little sign of action.

Karen Reissmann, who sits on 
Unison’s health service group exec-
utive committee (SGE), spoke to 
Socialist Worker in a personal capacity.

“The leadership is not coming from 
the SGE,” she explained. “This leaves 
people disoriented.”

Delegates
But there is an opportunity for health 
workers to begin a fightback around 
pay, which delegates were set to 
debate later in the week.

The leadership is holding a consul-
tation on the imposition of a 1 percent 
pay cap. It wants local disputes over 
rebanding in each of its 12 regions.

Prentis promised “all the resources 
of the national union” to branches 
that begin such action.

But this cannot be a substi-
tute for national industrial action. 
Gareth Drinkwater, a delegate from 
Bournemouth, told the conference, 
“Any strikes are welcome because any 
win gives confidence to all.”

But he went on to say that Unison  
has to develop a broader strategy.

The Royal College of Nursing, 
which is not affiliated to the TUC,  
is consulting its members over pay, 
including on whether to take national 
industrial action.

Unison leaders have ridiculed their 
ability to deliver a ballot. Ridicule is 
not going to save the NHS.

Delegates passed an emergency 
motion from the SGE to “ramp up the 
campaign to challenge the 1 percent 
pay cap”. 

It hints at a “future challenge includ-
ing consideration of coordinated 

ballots for lawful industrial action”. 
This meant another motion fell 

that would have meant a ballot for 
legal industrial action before April 
2018.

Fighting the Tories’ racist assault 
on migrants was an important part of 
the conference. 

Roz Norman, chair of the SGE, 
opened the conference by slamming 
Theresa May’s refusal to guarantee 
European Union migrants’ rights.

Delegates were set to vote on a 
motion from Bolton, Salford and 
Trafford defending migrants’ rights.
lFor updates go to socialistworker.co.uk

UNIVERSITY OF BRIGHTON

For rights 
and a union 
UCU UNION members at 
the University of Brighton 
were set to begin a two-day 
strike on Wednesday this 
week. Workers will escalate 
action, culminating in an 
all-out strike, if bosses 
don’t back down.

Union members are 
fighting to defend jobs, 
pay, conditions—and their 
union. Bosses have said 
they will choose which 
issues they negotiate 
with the union, effectively 
derecognising it.

A solidarity message 
from Brighton students 
union pledged “full support 
for UCU’s action”. 

The Unison union at 
Brighton university is also 
backing the strikers. 
lSign the petition against 
the attacks at  
bit.ly/2nRP3kC and send 
messages of support to 
m.abel@brighton.ac.uk

HUNDREDS OF protesters marched last Sunday in Wellington, near Telford, 
against cuts at the Princess Royal hospital                                  Picture: DaviD Smith

Janitors launch 
renewed strikes
GLASGOW JANITORS launched a 
fresh three-day strike on Tuesday 
in their 15-month dispute with 
bosses at the Labour council-run 
firm Cordia.

The Unison union members are 
demanding the same payments 
given to council employees, worth 
up £1,000 extra a year. This 
is for doing dirty or physically 
demanding work.

70,000 to vote
THE UNISON union in Scotland 
is set to ballot 70,000 local 
government workers for strikes 
over pay.

The union represents the vast 
majority of council workers in 
Scotland. Its members recently 
rejected a paltry offer of £350 
a year for those on less than 
£35,000 a year and 1 percent 
for those on £35,000 and above. 
Workers want £1,000 extra for all.

Members of the Unite and GMB 
unions voted to accept the deal. 
Unison’s ballot runs from 5 May to 
29 May.

Kirklees delay
THE DECISION by Unison members 
working in children’s social work 
teams in Kirklees Council in West 
Yorkshire to strike on 2 and 3 May 
over their longrunning dispute has 
been deferred. 

The council has until 11 May to 
come up with new proposals. The 
dispute is about pay, workload, IT 
systems, accommodation, agency 
staff, management bullying and 
travel plans.
Nick Ruff, branch chair (pc)

SCHOOLS

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

Resistance 
to closures
PCS MEMBERS at Sheffield 
Eastern Avenue job centre 
are showing a clear 
determination to stop the 
closure of their office going 
ahead.

Members are concerned 
about the prospect of 
relocation and about the 
impact on services to 
claimants.

They have the full support 
of the Sheffield MPs,  
who have joined their 
protests and raised questions 
in parliament.

Seven of the eight 
council wards served by 
the job centre have higher 
than the average rate of 
people claiming out of work 
benefits. The threatened 
closure is therefore being 
seen as an attack on the 
community.

The proposed closure 
is part of the wider office 
closure plan. 

In order to defeat this, 
strikes will be necessary. 

The ballot is due to close 
on 12 May.
Steve West, PCS DWP Group 
Executive Committee
(personal capacity)

nBALLOT PAPERS have been 
issued to PCS members 
for this year’s election for 
the National Executive 
Committee. 

The ballot closes on  
11 May.

Socialist Worker 
supporters back the 
PCS Democracy Alliance 
candidates which includes 
Left Unity.
lFor a full list of candidates 
and a leaflet go to  
bit.ly/2oDRN52

UNISON HEALTH

Strike at Plumstead Manor School (see page 6)     Picture: SocialiSt Worker

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

>>>from page 20
regular maintenance. Jim 
said, “They asked us to 
move that one because it 
would be disruptive—we 
told them that’s the point.”

Pav is a forklift driver 
and union rep at Cowley. 
“We’ve been bending 
over backwards for them 
for years and now they 
stab us in the back,” he 
told Socialist Worker.

“This isn’t about them 
needing the money—we 
know they can afford it.”

It will take a sustained 
fight to beat an attack that is 
part of a general onslaught 
on pension schemes. But 
workers have shown their 
determination to fight.
lSend messages of support 
at unitetheunion.org/
campaigning/bmw-pension-
robbers

MOSS SIDE

 ‘I fear I may 
be next’
PARENTS AND teaching 
assistants from Moss Side, 
Manchester, have called a rally 
in Alexandra Park, Manchester, 
this Saturday at 2pm. The rally 
is part of a city-wide initiative 
to highlight the devastating 
impact of education cuts. 

One founder of Moss 
Side parents’ group who is a 
teaching assistant (TA) said, “I 
hear that TAs are being sacked 
from Cumbria to Collyhurst, I 
fear I may be next.”

The Moss Side Parents 
Group believes school funding 
should be fair and based on 
the needs of our children. The 
cuts are unnecessary and will 
damage children’s education.

The rally will be a 
celebration of unity with 
parents, children, students, 
TAs, teachers and all who 
working in and supporting our 
schools coming together to 
say, “No Education Cuts”.
Chris Ayton
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More online
For more on the BMW 
strike, go to bit.ly/2oXmiWU

  STRIKES ARE AN  
 ELECTION ISSUE  
SEVERAL GROUPS of work-
ers are refusing to put their 
struggles to one side in 
the run-up to the general 
election and are holding 
successful strikes.

Workers at three south 
east London schools struck 
against cuts this week and 
last (see page 6). 

Meanwhile Unite union 
members at BMW are holding 
a series of walkouts to defend 
their pensions.

More groups of workers 
are preparing to take action 
this week. Some 4,600 fur-
ther education lecturers in 
Scotland were set to strike 
over pay on Thursday of this 
week (see below). 

And over 1,000 rail train 
guards and drivers were set 
to walk out on Friday of this 
week on the Northern rail 
network.

Guard
Around 2,000 workers on 
East Coast were set to strike 
for 48 hours on the same 
day. Part of their dispute is 
defending the role of the 
train guard and opposing 
driver only operation (DOO).

The strike was suspended 
after the union said progress 

had been made in talks.
DOO undermines safety 

but is part of a wider Tory 
plan to further privatise the 
railways and weaken unions.

The battle at BMW will also 
have broader implications 

as bosses elsewhere look to 
attack pensions.

BMW workers struck at 
Cowley in Oxfordshire, at 
Swindon and at the BMW 
engine factory at Hams Hall 
on Thursday of last week.

Unite reps estimated that 
most of the 1,900 pension 
scheme members in Cowley 
picketed over the course of 
the day. Bosses want to close 
workers’ final salary pension 
scheme—snatching away 

thousands of pounds. 
Ken  has  worked  a t 

Cowley for 35 years. He told 
Socialist Worker, “When 
you’re coming to the end of 
your working life, you start 
making plans.

“And something you’ve 
relied on and paid into all 
that time is suddenly gone. 

“This is a firm making bil-
lions in profit. It’s like they’re 
saying all the work we’ve put 
in isn’t appreciated.”

Unite rep Jim added, “I’m 
not asking for the earth—just 
what I’ve been paying for. It’s 
scandalous they are taking it 
away.”

Support
BMW workers walked out 
again in Cowley and Swindon 
last Sunday. Unite members 
from the nearby Honda plant 
in Swindon visited pickets to 
show their support.

They said they came 
because “BMW workers have 
always supported us when 
we’ve been under attack”.

Campaigners from Bath 
Against Cuts and other trade 
unionists also joined the 
picket line to show solidarity.

The Sunday strike made 
Monday another lost day of 
production by preventing
>>>turn to page 19

BMW WORKERS on strike over pensions in Cowley, Oxfordshire, last week  Picture: Guy Smallman

EDUCATION

 Lecturers prepare for walkouts in Scottish colleges to beat bosses on pay
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

SCOTTISH college 
lecturers have announced 
a series of escalating 
strikes over pay. The 
first of 12 walkouts was 
set to take place on 
Thursday of this week.

EIS-Fela union 
members want bosses 
at 20 colleges to honour 
an equal pay deal struck 
over a year ago.

The strikes—involving 
over 4,600 workers—
are timed to pressure 
the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) ahead of 
Scotland-wide council 
elections on 4 May.

EIS-Fela president 
John Kelly said, “I’m 
sure striking during local 
and national election 
campaigns will focus 
minds, not least of those 
leading the SNP.”

Penny, EIS-Fela branch 
secretary at Edinburgh 
College, added, “This is an 
attack on our conditions 
and the conditions that 
our students learn in. 

“They are not for 
sale—we’ll keep fighting 
until we win.”

Lecturers are set to 
strike on Wednesday of 
next week, and escalate 
to two days a week then 
three-day strikes each 
week throughout May. 

The same strategy 
won in the run-up to the 
2016 Scottish parliament 
elections.

SNP first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon wanted 
to avoid a national 
dispute provoked by her 
party’s further education 
policy before the vote.

After claiming there was 
no money to pay lecturers 
the same salary in all 
colleges, bosses quickly 
found money after strikes 
cancelled classes. The 
union had called over  
30 strike days, but it took 
just one solid walkout 
for bosses to cave in.

But workers are still 
waiting, six years after 

the SNP’s manifesto 
pledge, for the proper 
implementation of 
the return to national 
bargaining. 

Workers backed strikes 
by 96 percent on a  
60 percent turnout. It 
shows that the Tories’ 
anti-union laws are not a 
barrier to national strikes.

Every SNP council 
candidate should be asked 
why their party is not 
stepping in to stand on 
the side of the workers. 

Trade unionists should 
get to the picket lines. 

Solidarity can boost 
workers’ confidence 
to keep escalating 
until they win.EIS-Fela members on strike for equal pay last year 
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