
‘VOTE AND
 STEP UP
 STRUGGLE’

UNION LEADER MARK SERWOTKA SAYS

‘The more people we 
mobilise, the more 
open people will be 
to the kind of politics 
Jeremy Corbyn 
is putting 
forward’

PRIME MINISTER Theresa May 
can continue to try to dodge 
the public and the media, but 
she can’t hide the reality of 
her policies of austerity and 
racism.

She defends a society where 
some health workers are so 
poorly paid that they have to use  
foodbanks.

It’s also one where racism is 
deliberately whipped up to divide 
opposition to the Tories’ rule.

May pretends her government 
is “strong and stable”.

In fact it is “wrong and  hateful”.
It’s time to kick out the Tories 

and their big business backers. 

That’s why we agree with 
PCS union general secretary 
Mark  Serwotka that we need to 
vote on 8 June but also greatly 

increase the number of 
strikes, campaigns and 

 protests.
Fight to beat May 
in the election 

and prepare for 
the struggles 
afterwards.
Turn to 
page 7 
for Mark 

Serwotka 
interview

lBACK CORBYN–VOTE LABOUR
lVOTE LEFT IN SCOTLAND
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REFUGEES

‘We are battered 
by racists— 
and the state’
A FAMILY of Iraqi refugees 
faces violence and abuse 
in the streets—and 
threats of deportation 
from the government.

Asylum seeker, Amyna, told 
Socialist Worker,  “When my 
brother was beaten up, it was 
teenagers. But the message 
is coming from the prime 
minister.” 
>>Page 7

HEALTH SERVICE

Welcome to 
Britain's new 
border controls
THE NEW banners at 
Surrey’s Frimley Park 
Hospital’s reception 
proclaim, “NHS healthcare 
is not free for everyone.”

New rules require 
hospitals to check patients’ 
eligibility for NHS care up 
front. Dave Sewell continues 
our investigation into the 
racist clampdown.
>>Pages 10&11

THEORY

Changing through 
struggle—how 
ideas can shift
THERE IS a constant battle 
for which ideas win out in 
society. And when workers 
begin to fight back they can 
turn all the normal ideas 
they’re fed upside down.

Ideas are never static 
because struggle is built into 
capitalism.
>>Pages 14&15
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 Greens lose a fortune 
but still rolling in cash
SIR PHILIP and Lady 
Green appear on a list of 
the richest couples in the 
country. Unfortunately  
their wealth is said to have 
fallen by £433 million 
over the last year.

They were ranked in 
fifth place in the husbands 
and wives section of the 
Sunday Times Rich List.

Ernesto and Kirsty 
Bertarelli top the list 
of the richest husbands 
and wives, with wealth 
put at £11.5 billion.

Charlene de Carvalho-
Heineken, the daughter 
of late Heineken boss 
Freddy Heineken, and 
her husband Michel 
de Carvalho were 
identified as the second 
wealthiest couple in Britain 

with a £9.3 billion fortune.
Put together, the 

ten richest husbands 
and wives in the UK 
have seen their fortune 
increase by £3.4 billion 
in the past 12 months.

Sir Philip and Lady 
Green were the only  
couple on the list 
whose wealth was 
said to have decreased 
over the last year.

Anti-terror raids see cops on 
rampage in London and Kent
THE POLICE acting on 
“intelligence” have car-
ried out a series of raids in 
recent days. 

As Socialist Worker went 
to press ten people had been 
arrested. 

A 21 year old woman who 
was decribed by neighbours 
as pregnant was shot. She 
was unarmed. 

Six shots were fired at a 
property in Willesden, north 
west London. The wounded 
woman screamed, “Get off 
me,” as she was taken out of 
the house. CS gas was used in 
the raid and at least five bul-
lets were fired. 

But little other information  
has emerged from the raid

Another woman was vio-
lently dragged off a bus in 
the same area and had her 
veil ripped off. She was then 
released without charge.

Those arrested included a 

16 year old boy, a man and 
woman both aged 20 and 
another man and woman 
both aged 28. 

A 43 year old woman was 
also arrested in Kent. On 
Monday of this week another 
three arrests were made in 
yet another raid. For all the 

talk of intelligence there is 
little explanation for the vio-
lent raids and arrests.

The Cage organisation 
noted, “The lessons of the 
Forest Gate shooting of 
two brothers, Jean Charles 
de Menezes and the shoot-
ing of Mark Duggan.” The 

organisation added the 
“practice of guilt by associa-
tion and smearing of Muslim 
individuals and organisations 
is now almost a daily trope  
contributing significantly to 
the rise of the far right poli-
tics we are now witnessing. 

“This has also led to an 
escalation in the rise of racist 
and islamophobic attacks.”

lSOME 640 additional 
cops trained to carry 

guns have been added to 
forces in England and Wales 
in the last year. The over-
all number is set to rise to 
around 7,000 by April 2018.

But this figure does not 
take account of roughly 
3,500 armed officers who 
are attached to the British 
Transport Police, the Civil 
Nuclear Constabulary, the 
National Crime Agency and 
the Ministry of Defence Police.

lTHE TORY government  
slipped out how it spent 

£297,037 advertising with the 
Evening Standard newspaper 
last year. Keep that up and it will 
almost be enough to bankroll 
George Osborne’s salary as editor.  
    The bungling baron started his 
latest job edting the paper this 
week.

lTHE FORMER Tory chancellor 
Lord Lawson explained the Tory 

view of immigration last week. The 
old reactionary opined, “There 
will be some changes on the 
immigration front. But it’s people 
like the Romanian fruit pickers that 
we don’t need. It is not the highly 
skilled people that the City wants  
who will always be welcome.” 

Tory MP steps down 
for scoring own goal
TORY MP David 
Mackintosh stood 
down from re-election 
last week while 
under a criminal 
investigation over a 
missing £10.25 million 
of public money.

The Northampton 
South MP jumped just 
before his local party 
could vote to push him.

When leader of 
Northampton council in 
2013 he agreed the loan 
to Northampton Town 
FC to rebuild its stadium 
and develop nearby 
land. The football stand 
is still only half built.

High court papers 
accuse developer Howard 
Grossman of misusing 

a “substantial part” of 
the money. Grossman 
denies the allegations.

Club chairman David 
Cardoza has already 
been arrested.

Mackintosh says 
he did nothing wrong. 
But in a strange 
coincidence, police are 
also probing £30,000 
he got in “hidden” 
donations from people 
in Grossman’s firm.
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Lord Lawson

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘We want to 
lead the world 
in preventing 
tourism’
Theresa May visits Wales 

‘I’m pleased to 
come to er…um…
this particular 
town’
Theresa May visits Clay Cross 
in Derbyshire 

‘I know the 
moment I stick 
my head out the 
door I’ll get a 
bucket of wotsit 
poured all over 
me’
Tony Blair worries about 
cheese flavoured snacks or 
something 

‘If you read about 
what I have been 
doing these last 
ten years you’d 
think I have just 
been going round 
the world making 
money’ 
Tony Blair

‘You have a 
true friend and 
champion in the 
White House’
US president Donald Trump’s 
pledge to the US National Rifle 
Association

Orgreave files 
discovered and 
then hidden
FILES AND intelligence 
reports relating to the 
1984-5 Miners’ Strike 
have been “discovered”. 
They were held by the 
Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO), which 
dissolved in 2015.

Yet some have been 
deemed to contain 
“personal sensitive 
information”—and so will 
be kept hidden from the 
public until 2066.

The National Police 
Chiefs Council, which 
replaced the ACPO, said 
the files contained miners’ 
strike intelligence reports.

Former miner Kevin 
Horne said, “It is totally 
unacceptable to have to 
wait until 2066 to gain 
more facts and evidence. 
All the people involved 
will be dead by then.”

Fox’s charity 
still useless 
A MILITARY charity 
founded by the 
international trade 
secretary Liam Fox has 
still helped fewer than 300 
families in its almost five 
years of operation. 

This is despite receiving 
£500,000 of public money 
at the personal intervention 
of George Osborne.

Give Us Time was set 
up in 2012 to offer military 
families a week of free 
holiday accommodation.

Fox told the then 
chancellor in 2014 that the 
charity was aiming to help 
1,000 families within a 
year. Osborne then secured 
the grant.

The charity’s latest 
accounts, published this 
month, suggest it helped 
fewer than 140 families 
over the year to September 
2016.

Keeping us safe?

Sir Philip Green

ex-Tory MP

Pig out spot

TROUBLEMAKER doesn’t 
often recomend eating 
places. But if you find 
yourself in North Carolina 
pop into Smithfield’s 
Chicken ’n Bar-B-Q. 
The local cops moaned, 
about staff’s “class and 
professionalism” because 
they sang rap group  
N.W.A.’s “F--- Tha Police” 
to the officers as they were 
having a meal.



Stop Trident’s road-trips
MORE THAN five times more 
nuclear bombs were driven to and 
from the Clyde in Scotland last 
year than the year before.

Campaigners who monitor 
the nuclear weapons convoys 
that travel between the 
Atomic Weapons 
Establishment in 
Berkshire and the 
Royal Navy base on 
Loch Long suggest 
that 62 warheads 
were moved in 2016.

This compares to 
11 in 2015, 15 in 
2014 and between six 
and eight in previous 
years.

Upgraded warheads 

are being fitted to Trident missiles 
carried by the nuclear submarine 
HMS Vengeance.

Increased traffic is likely to 
continue as warheads are installed 
on other Trident submarines.

Each warhead has an explosive 
power equivalent to 
eight times the atomic 
bomb that was dropped 
on the Japanese city 
Hiroshima in 1945 
according to the 
Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament. It killed 
an estimated 140,000 
people.

Trident renewal 
could eventually cost 
up to £205 billion.

LABOUR
Rebels gun 
for Corbyn 
not Tories
NEVER MIND kicking out 
the Tories and ending their 
hated austerity policies. For 
some in the Labour Party, the 
bigger prize is ousting leader 
Jeremy Corbyn.

Former Labour leader and 
warmonger Tony Blair called 
for votes for Tory or Lib Dem 
candidates. Blair claimed 
that the key thing to consider 

is their position on Brexit.
Labour donor Michael 

Foster said people who 
backed Corbyn were 
“supporting a political 
strategy that kills people”.

Writing in the Sunday 
Times newspaper, he said 
Labour faces “annihilation” 
on 8 June and that this 
would keep the Tories in 
office, with deadly results.

Foster threatened to stand 
against Corbyn in the general 
election if Corbyn doesn’t 
stand down.

Some Labour activists are 
discussing “tactical” votes 
for Lib Dems or Greens, 
allegedly to stop a “hard 
Brexit”.

Neal Lawson, chair 
of the Compass group 
within Labour called this a 
“grassroots rebellion from 
below”. In reality it is some 
Labour members sabotaging 
their party because they hate 
Corbyn more than they hate 
the Tories.
Sadie Robinson

May campaigns in empty 
workplaces and a forest 

IN THIS WEEK

 1997
New Labour starts 
13 years of shame
Anger at the Tories made 
Tony Blair prime minister 
on 2 May.

Labour’s vote was 
already shrinking in its 
heartlands. This would 
only get worse in Blair’s 
reign of war, privatisation 
and cronyism.
More at bit.ly/2qvmjiJTime to trash Trident

THERESA MAY in a factory in Derbyshire—after the workers had been cleared out 

BADGE
50p or 10 for £3

ANTI-TORY 
AMMUNITION
To stock up 
on Socialist 
Worker election 
materials, 
contact us on 
020 7840 5600,  
at enquiries@
swp.org.uk or by 
writing to PO Box 
71327, London 
SE11 9BW

PRIME MINISTER Theresa May is 
running away from questions and 
hiding from voters.

She went to the Shine community 
centre in Harehills, Leeds, last Friday. 
Rik Kendell, who works there, told the 
Yorkshire Evening Post, “There were 
no locals in the building other than 
some Shine staff and an invited con-
gregation of well-dressed Tories.”

May visited Scotland the previous 
weekend—and hid in a tin-roofed 
single-story building in the middle of 
a wood. Journalists were unable to 
tweet or broadcast from it.

May has never liked close question-
ing. In her biography of May, Rosa 
Prince wrote that in the two parlia-
mentary campaigns she lost, “May 
declined to take part in hustings with 
her Labour opponents”. Instead May 
focused on “canvassing the Tory vote”.

Evasive
Psychologist Peter Bull analysed a 
range of interviews last year to iden-
tify how politicians evade answering 
questions. 

He found May so evasive that 
he had to create a new category to 
describe her tactics—giving a non-
specific answer to a specific question.

Bull looked at two interviews May 
gave on the BBC’s Andrew Marr show 
and found that she used the technique 
90 percent of the time.

May’s approach indicates that she 
isn’t as confident as she may hope to 
appear. And the early exchanges of 
the election campaign suggest she is 
far from certain of an easy victory.

On the Marr programme last 
Sunday she was asked to agree it was 
“surely wrong” that nurses are using 
food banks. 

A Sunday People investigation 
revealed that around 6,500 nurses 
received hardship help in the past 
three years. May replied, “There are 
many complex reasons why people go 
to food banks.”

Rubbish. The reason is poverty, low 

pay and the cruel benefits regime.
Andy Ridley is a student nurse 

from London. “Nurses have to go 
to food banks because of the debt 
and poverty wages resulting from 
the pay cap,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “It’s disgraceful that May is  
ignoring this.”

Delays
The Trussell Trust charity said that 
the top reason for referrals to its 

food banks in 2015-16 was benefit 
delays (28 percent). 

This was followed by low income 
(23 percent) and benefit changes 
(14 percent).

Food bank worker Marianne 

Williamson from east London told 
Socialist Worker, “There’s nothing 
complicated about this.

“People don’t want to come to a 
food bank.

“They come because they are des-
perate and can’t look after them-
selves or their children. They haven’t 
got enough money.

“May is from another world. The 
government’s policies have created 
a situation which she simply doesn’t 
acknowledge.”

What’s your story?
Spotted the prime minister? Email 
us at reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Jaded war criminal Tony Blair

May issue out now £3
Kick out the Tories— 
why Corbyn can win
Sally Campbell

Dave Sherry on the Russian Revolution
Jad Bouharoun on the French election
Nicola Field on Queer Art
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 ‘Protest against racists like  
 we did—wherever they go’

A MUSLIM woman 
who disrupted Ukip’s 
election launch last 
week has called on 
people to “protest 
against the racists 
wherever they go”.

Naima Omar, a 
student from south 
London, told Socialist 
Worker, “Ukip is 
targeting Muslims. 

“They don’t want 
people to look at 
the real issues in 
the general election, 
whether that’s the 
NHS or housing.

“They want 
people to scapegoat 
migrants, Muslims 
and refugees. But 
they are just racist 
people—and we’re 
showing that.”

Stormed
Stand Up To Racism 
campaigners stormed 
Ukip’s press launch at 
the Marriott County 
Hall in central London 
last Friday.

Three protesters 
got into the press 
area—and were 
quickly bundled out 
after shouting, “Ukip 
is a racist party.” 

Their protest 
continued to disrupt 

the press conference 
as Ukip wouldn’t allow 
other journalists in 
while they remained 
in the building.

The protest 
came after party 
leader Paul Nuttall 
announced that Ukip 
would campaign to 
ban the burqa. Ukip 
also wants to force 
schoolgirls it deems 
to be at risk of female 
genital mutilation to 
undergo compulsory 
medical checks.

But Nuttall is under 
pressure over his 
Islamophobia—and 
the party is going 
through internal 
turmoil.

At the press 
conference Nuttall 
was forced to distance 
himself from a 
Ukip candidate who 
tweeted that “the only 
evil we have legalised 
is Islam” and called 
on people to “insult 
Islam”.

It’s not just Ukip  
stoking racism in the 
election campaign—
the Tories are too.

Naima said, 
“Wherever they go, 
people have to protest 
and rally against them 
like we did.”

Stand Up to Racism 
regional summits— 
get racism out of the 
election. See page 12

Naima Omar (left) confronts Ukip  Picture: PA

 Labour’s pledge on housing  
 is ‘the wrong way around’
by ALISTAIR FARROW

POLITICIANS lined up 
last week to criticise 
each others’ record 
over housebuilding. 
Council house 
building is at an  
all-time low.

Glyn Robbins from 
the Axe the Housing 
Act campaign spoke 
to Socialist Worker. 

“For years 
politicians have been 
playing the numbers 
game,” he said. 

“In the pre-election 
period they’re trying 
to outbid each other.”

Specified
Labour has pledged 
a million new homes 
over five years. Half 
of these are to be 
council and housing 
association homes 
that are “for rent and 
totally affordable”.

But Labour hasn’t 

specified how many 
will be council homes. 
Housing associations 
are a poor substitute 
for secure and 
democratically 
accountable councils.

Shadow housing 
minister John Healey 
said in a recent 
interview that upon 
taking office he would 
ring housebuilding 
firms first, housing 
associations second, 
and councils only 
third. “He’s got it the 

wrong way round,” 
said Glyn. 

“It’s a serious 
worry. If Corbyn goes 
out with this mixed 
message it won’t set 
him apart enough 
from the other parties. 
He’s not going to get 
the traction he needs.

Discredited
“People know that 
terms like ‘affordable’ 
homes—which means 
80 percent of market 
rent—are completely 
discredited.”

Healey announced 
on Monday that 
private landlords 
would have to ensure 
their houses are “fit 
for human habitation” 
or face a £100,000 
fine. 

The Tories voted 
this proposal down 
when it was a bill 
before parliament.
For more details go to  
axethehousingact.org.uk

 Corbyn is at his best when the  
 autocue is off at activists’ rally
 by CHARLIE KIMBER

LABOUR LEADER Jeremy Corbyn 
told a meeting in east London 
last Saturday, “The papers tell 
me one thing, but the mood on 
the street tells me something 
very different.”

He promised the media that “on 
8 June you are going to have some 
very interesting stories to report”.

There was plenty of support from 
the 200 people in the room, and a 
deep desire for Labour to win.

Health worker Janina told 
Socialist Worker, “I have never 
been so excited by an election, or so 
frightened. I want Jeremy Corbyn to 
win so much because I think if the 
Tories get another five years they 
will disfigure the country forever.”

She added, “I have made it my 
mission to persuade one person a 
day to vote Labour. Perhaps it won’t 
make much difference, but I have 
to feel I am not just watching the 
television.”

Nineteen year old David joined 
Labour recently “entirely because 
of Jeremy”.

Abigail has been leafleting and 
canvassing twice. She said the mood 
on the doorsteps is “generally quite 
good—although one person told 
me that the £10 an hour minimum 
wage was much too low!”

Corbyn said the general election 
will be “a clash of interests between 
working people on the one hand, 
and the privileged and super-rich 
on the other”.

Applauded
The audience applauded when he 
said that the Tories want people to 
“blame themselves” for the prob-
lems they face.

Corbyn talked of his pride in help-
ing the movement against apartheid 
in South Africa in the 1980s. And 
he recalled his first speech in parlia-
ment in 1983, when he condemned 
“deeply damaging cuts”.

There are clear attempts to 
make Corbyn more “professional”. 
His event felt at the start like a 

traditional Labour campaign, with 
an invited audience and a careful 
playlist of opening music.

The theme was “for the many, 
not the few”. It’s an alternative to 
the Tories’ “strong and stable”, but 
it’s a slogan without much content.

Safe
It was sufficiently “safe” to be at the 
centre of Tony Blair’s 1995 replace-
ment for Labour’s pro-nationalisation  
Clause IV, and his 1997 election 
campaign.

And it was used extensively for 
Ed Miliband’s 2015 campaign.

Speaking with an autocue for his 
initial presentation, Corbyn didn’t 
quite sound like Corbyn.

When it came to the questions 
he was infinitely better—script 
abandoned and with many more  
concrete promises, more left wing, 
relaxed, funny and convincing.

Labour has a mountain to climb. 
Its best chance will come if it runs 
an insurgent, irreverent campaign.

Corbyn needs rallies of thou-
sands—better, tens of thousands—
to enthuse and inspire supporters. 

The worst strategy is to move 
rightwards over policy and try to 
sound like the usual party leaders.

On other pages...
Are the Liberal Democrats really  
a progressive party? >>Page 10

JEREMY CORBYN tests out Labour’s new slogan in east London Picture: Guy Smallman

 Councils have earned voters’ disdain
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

VIEWING THE results of 
Thursday’s Scottish council 
elections as purely a barometer 
of attitudes to independence, or 
of Brexit, would be a mistake.

Labour was expected to do 
poorly, possibly losing control of 
its last four councils in Scotland. 

Angela McCormick is a Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
council candidate for Glasgow’s 
Canal ward. She said, “The 
last Westminster and Holyrood 
elections for many were about 
the break up with Labour—this 
one is about closure.”

The expected trouncing of 
Labour in Glasgow, Scotland’s 
biggest council, will be hugely 
symbolic. But Jeremy Corbyn 
won’t be to blame for it.

Disillusion with Labour did 
not begin with his election in 
2015. It built over many years 
of Labour councils cutting, 
outsourcing and attacking 
workers and services—in 
addition to the crimes of the 

New Labour British government.
Local government has also 

borne the brunt of Scottish 
National Party (SNP) austerity.

That’s why the Unison union 
was balloting, from Friday of this 
week, 70,000 council workers 
in Scotland to strike. Workers 
rejected bosses’ latest pay offer 
by 77 percent. 

It is set to be the first large-
scale test of a union ballot under 
the Tories’ new draconian rules 
for strike ballots, enshrined in 
the Trade Union Act.

SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon 
told the Scottish TUC last week 
that she wanted to “ensure 
that everyone can earn a 
decent living” and supports the 

“immediate repeal” of the Act.
She also said that where 

the SNP “has the power or the 
discretion, as an employer, we 
will not invoke the provisions of 
the Act against unions”.

It’s well worth remembering 
those words.

Pundits say the SNP’s 
performance in its Dundee 
heartland will indicate support 
for independence, but other 
factors are at play.

The SNP has won more 
council seats there than other 
parties since 2003, has run the 
council since 2009 and has the 
city’s two MPs and MSPs.

It is in Dundee more than 
anywhere else that SNP rule 
can be judged—and anger at 
its politicians repeatedly voting 
through budget cuts could well 
register in its vote this week.

As Angela said, “It’s ridiculous 
that any of the parties would 
obey the Tories over cuts when 
there is no mandate for them. 

“We need to be prepared to 
oppose the cuts of any party.”

BACK STORY
Labour had to start the general 
election campaign on the back 
foot but is gaining ground
lWhen Theresa May called the 
election last month, opinion polls 
suggested a Tory landslide
lLabour MPs undermining their 
own leader had helped take the 
party to an historic low
lYet some polls now suggest 
Labour is already gaining ground
lLocal elections and Metro 
mayor elections in some places 
were set for Thursday

Labour activists rally in Leeds  Picture: Neil terry

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

Glyn Robbins from 
Axe the Housing Act

FOCUS ON 
SCOTLAND

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

AN INSURGENT LABOUR 
CAMPAIGN CAN LIFT LEFT

 S
HADOW chancellor 
John McDonnell has 
rightly urged supporters 
“to seize the time” to 
kick out the Tories. 

Speaking to thousands at 
the May Day demonstration in 
London, McDonnell said, “This is 
our chance to make 8 June the 
last day of Theresa May and her 
Tory government.”

Labour has begun to mobilise 
support—and is putting out 
some radical policies against 
austerity.

The party’s 20 points for 
improving workers’ rights includes 
dumping the repressive Trade 
Union Act and banning zero hours 
contracts (see page 16). 

The Tories are not as strong as 
the right wing press makes out. 

Theresa May squirming on the 
BBC’s Andrew Marr show when 
asked about nurses being forced 
to use food banks was a sign of 
her vulnerability. 

It remains a big task to 
overcome the Tory lead. It 
won’t be done by mimicking the 
conventional methods.

Labour will need to run an 
insurgent campaign. 

Elections are never won 
through door-knocking alone—

and that’s particularly true this 
time.

Bold policies and campaigning 
that can inspire people are 
needed. As Ed Miliband 
demonstrated at the last election, 
Labour will not win by trying 
to move closer to what the 
mainstream decides is “realistic”.

Labour will do best it if it 
shoves aside the right wingers on 
its own side and breaks from the 
norm.

Mass mobilisation of Labour’s 
hundreds of thousands of 
members, and building resistance, 
are crucial.

Fundamentally we need strikes 
and protests to push back against 
the bosses’ and Tories’ agenda. 

These can also boost Corbyn.
People can move from thinking 

that Corbyn’s policies are good in 
principle to thinking it’s possible 
to achieve them collectively.

Right wing ideas, such as racist 
scapegoating of migrants, would 
also get less of a hearing.

Labour needs to be part of 
shaping that mood. 

It could call mass rallies 
across Britain like we saw during 
Corbyn’s leadership campaigns 
the last two summers.

Everyone—including Labour 
Party members, candidates and 
MPs—can build and attend the 
forthcoming protests against 
the school cuts in England as 
well as picket lines and other 
demonstrations.

There is already pressure to 
accommodate to the right. It’s a 
shame that Labour has pledged to 
hire 10,000 more cops—the last 
thing that we should be spending 
more money on.

When Corbyn launched the 
Labour campaign he told people, 
“I don’t play by the rules and a 
Labour government will not play 
by the rules.”

To turn the tide against the 
Tories and beat back austerity, he 
needs to stick to that.

MAKING A MEAL OF BREXIT
 HIGHLY DAMAGING leaks 

from a meeting at Downing 
Street have demolished 

Theresa May’s claim she will 
deliver a smooth Brexit for all.

They reinforce the view that 
May rushed to the polls partly 
because her Brexit strategy is 
about to unwind catastrophically.

May met European Commission 
president Jean-Claude Juncker last 
week. His verdict afterwards was 
that “Brexit cannot be a success”.

In a phone call to German 
chancellor Angela Merkel, Juncker 

said May was “deluded”.
We know we can’t trust May 

and her big business supporters 
to look after the interests of 
ordinary people.

We shouldn’t trust the 
European Union (EU) and Juncker 
either. He has helped torture 
Greece in the debt talks. 

On Tuesday it was announced 
that Greek government 
negotiators had agreed with EU 
bailout monitors a further  
18 percent cut in pensions—on 
top of a 40 percent cut since 2011.

Socialists and trade unionists 
have to fight for a Brexit for 
workers, not the rich.

May also told Junker that in the 
future EU citizens would receive 
only the same very limited rights 
in relation to living and working 
in Britain as anyone else who was 
not a British citizen.

That underlines the importance 
of Stand Up To Racism’s campaign 
for full rights for EU nationals.

Let’s fight for workers’ unity 
internationally, not the EU or 
May’s Brexit.

Fundamentally 
we need strikes 
and protests to 
push back the 
Tories’ agenda

‘‘ 

Highlights 
and themes

Donald Trump, 
the US and 
resistance

War, imperialism, 
the Middle East 
and Palestine

Jeremy Corbyn, 
Labour and the 
fight for socialism

Resisting the 
racist backlash

100 years since  
the Russian 
Revolution

Fighting 
oppression

Plus film 
showings, music, 
spoken word and 
much more...

marxismfestival.org.uk l 020 7840 5620
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ANALYSIS 
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ANALYSIS 
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The not-so-decisive 
100 days of Trump
THE IDEA that a US president’s first 100 days in office 
should be decisive goes back to Franklin Roosevelt in 
1933. He entered the White House at the height of the 
Great Depression and launched a bombardment of 
emergency measures to revive the economy. 

“For a deceptive moment in 1933, clouds of inertia 
and selfishness seemed to lift,” wrote the historian Arthur 
Schlesinger Jr. “A despairing land had a vision of America as 
it might be.” 

During Donald Trump’s first hundred days, the clouds of 
inertia and selfishness have closed in further. He has been 
dashing out executive orders, but many were symbolic 
or ineffective, like the ban on people from seven Muslim-
majority countries.

The proposal backed by the White House to replace 
Barack Obama’s system of healthcare insurance was blocked 
by a handful of ultra-conservative Republican members of 
the House of Representatives. 

On his 100th day last weekend Trump was cheered by 
supporters at a rally in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, when he 
said, “Don’t worry, we’re going to have the wall.” 

But funding for the wall disappeared from the agreement 
he made with Congressional leaders to keep the US 
government in money. 

The problem isn’t just that the Republican Party is divided. 
So too is the Trump administration. 

The Harrisburg rally, deep in the “rust belt”, demonstrated 
his preoccupation with keeping his base onside—so far 
successfully with 96 percent of Trump voters backing him.

He and key aides such as Peter Navarro and Stephen 
Bannon want to use trade deals to create US jobs. 

Trade
Last weekend the Financial Times newspaper revealed 
a draft executive order pulling the US out of the North 
American Trade Agreement (Nafta) with Canada and 
Mexico. “Any trade agreement signed by the US needed to 
‘increase America’s economic growth’ and US wages while 
also decreasing the trade deficit the US has run with the 
world since the 1970s, the draft order declares. 

“It also should ‘strengthen’ the US ‘manufacturing 
and defence industrial bases’. It is the policy of this 
Administration to renegotiate, or withdraw from, every trade 
agreement that does not serve the interests of the US.” 

The executive order wasn’t issued because of opposition 
from key figures such as commerce secretary Wilbur Ross. 
He argued that pulling out of Nafta would hit the US 
economy badly.

Similarly, Trump told the Harrisburg rally that he’d 
reneged on his promise to declare China a currency 
manipulator because he needs its help over North Korea.

But there are plenty of other signs the administration 
is moving in a protectionist direction. Vice president Mike 
Pence visited South Korea to deliver the rather contradictory 
message. He said the US would stand alongside its 
government against North Korea, but also wants to 
renegotiate the trade agreement between the two countries. 

Meanwhile, there are growing trade frictions with Canada 
and Trump has ordered a “national security” investigation of 
steel imports that could easily lead to the clash with China 
that he has so far backed away from.

It’s impossible to say yet who will win out in these internal 
disputes. But the tax “reform” Trump announced last week 
is pretty unambiguous. The Tax Policy Centre estimates 
that the top 0.1 percent of the population would enjoy a tax 
cut of over 14 percent of after-tax income, much more than 
other income groups. 

Another think tank, the Centre on Budget and Policy 
Priorities, told the Financial Times that “at least £1.5 trillion 
of the £4.5 trillion cost of the new tax package would benefit 
the top tier of American households …  more than half of the 
£1.5 trillion value of the cut in the corporate tax rate to  
15 percent would flow to households in the top 1 percent 
—handing them annual tax cuts of £77,000 each.”

In other words, when it comes to tax Trump looks like 
a traditional Republican president, shoving money into 
the pockets of the rich. It will be interesting to see how the 
people who cheered him in Harrisburg last weekend will 
react when they discover this.

Thousands strike and march  
in the US for migrants’ rights
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

THE MOVEMENT against 
Donald Trump’s crackdown 
on migrants leapt forward 
on Monday. Hundreds of 
thousands of people took 
part in A Day Without Us 
strikes and protests.

One of the groups call-
ing the action, the Harvest 
Movement, had expected to 
see 400,000 people out on 
strike. 

But Mitch Lewis, one of 
its organisers, told Socialist 
Worker that it was beyond 
their expectations—particu-
larly in states where Trump 
won the most votes. 

Turnouts
They saw large turnouts in 
“over 40 cities all over the 
country, including places like 
Grand Rapids in Michigan, 
Tulsa in Oklahoma, Wichita 
in Kansas, Memphis in 
Tennessee and Homestead in 
Florida. 

“These are all in states 
Trump won, in some cases 
very decisively.”

Activist groups and trade 
unions came together to 
organise the protests. 

A  spokesper son  fo r 
Women’s March in Los 
Angeles told Socialist Worker 
how two marches from differ-
ent parts of the city “met at 
city hall for a rally”.

The list of trade unions sup-
porting the day was impres-
sive, “ILWU (dockers), CWA 
(telecom and communica-
tion), UE (electrical and 
general), APWU (postal), 
National Nurses United, and 
UNITE HERE (hotel food, 
casinos and laundries) are all 
partnering in the Day Without 
Immigrants,” said Mitch.  

In the state of Wisconsin 

more than 140 businesses 
were closed because of the 
strikes. 

In Atlanta, Georgia, Black 
Lives Matter and the Fight 
For $15 campaign organised 
a protest of 1,000 people.

I n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o , 
Ca l i f o rn i a ,  t housands 
marched on the Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) offices to blockade it. 

In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 

protesters targeted a Sheriff’s 
Office where police had been  
doubling up as immigration 
agents.

The movement against 
Trump’s bigotry and racism is 
back on the national agenda. 

Determined
Organisers are determined 
not to waste this momentum.

“In the short term, we are 
aiming to change the narra-
tive about immigrants to one 
that demonstrates that we 
can’t be ignored,” said Mitch. 

“We will be mobilising a 
week-long strike action in the 
future, and we will continue 
organising strikes and other 
non-cooperation actions as 
long as necessary.”

Mitch said their demands 
i n c l u d e  “ p e r m a n e n t 

protection from raids and 
deportation for the 11 million 
undocumented immigrants, 
the right to travel freely and 
the right to be treated with 
dignity and respect.”

The Harvest Movement’s 
Maria Fernanda Cabello 
summed up why people 
came out, pointing to the  
disgraceful record of the 
Democrats as well as Trump’s 
attacks. 

“After years of broken 
promises, raids, driving in 
fear of being pulled over, not 
being able to bury our loved 
ones,” she said, “Trump is 
just the final straw.”

Watch online...
Video round-up of the day’s 
events at bit.ly/2qnA075

s

THOUSANDS PROTESTED in over 40 cities (above) with 
speeches heard at a rally in New York (left) 

FIGURE IT OUT
 1.5  trillion—how 

much of 
Trump’s new 
tax package will 
benefit the top 
tier households

 77  thousand 
pounds—the  
tax cut for 
each of the top 
one percent of 
households

 15  percent—the 
corporate tax 
rate Trump is 
said to want—
amounting to a 
cut worth  
£1.5 trillion

Alt-right aims to create street fighters
RACIST ATTACKS and 
incidents in the US 
underline the need for a 
powerful movement on the 
streets and in workplaces.

Last week, leaflets 
were distributed at the 
University of Texas’s 
Arlington campus saying, 
“A notice to all white 
Americans. It is your civic 
duty to report any and 
all illegal aliens to US 
Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement. They are 
criminals. America is a 
white nation.”

This comes after Kyle 
Chapman, organiser of 
recent racist protests at 

Berkeley, founded the 
street-fighting Fraternal 
Order of Alt-Knights. He 
described it as the “tactical 
defensive arm” of the 
Proud Boys, another “alt-
right” group.

President Trump has 
been frustrated in his 
efforts to implement 
a Muslim ban. And a 
judge recently blocked 
temporarily an executive 
order that would strip pro-
migrant “sanctuary cities” 
of federal funding.

But the number of 
people trying to cross the 
US-Mexico border seem to 
have dropped sharply.“Alt-knight” Kyle Chapman
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‘Step up the 
struggle to  
kick the 
Tories out’
Alistair Farrow spoke to PCS union 
leader Mark Serwotka, who urged 
a Labour vote—and a fightback 

SOME UNION leaders have 
argued that organising action in 
the run-up to the general elec-
tion would be a distraction from 
canvassing for Labour. 

But PCS union general secre-
tary Mark Serwotka told Socialist 
Worker that resistance must be 
increased, not put on hold.

“The moment the election was 
announced PCS said we should use 
the election to step up our cam-
paigning,” he said. 

“With the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission dispute, we’ve 
just authorised 20 days of strikes 
starting in two weeks’ time.”

He added, “In our campaign 
against DWP office closures and 
jobcentre closures we’ve called on 
people to increase their campaign-
ing, not decrease it.”

For Serwotka, the election is 
a “really good chance to hurt the 
Tories”.

Mobilise 
But he added, “We also know that 
we need strong unions and can’t 
just rely on the election result. 

“The more people we mobilise 
the more open people will be to the 
kind of politics Jeremy Corbyn is 
putting forward.”

Speaking at the May Day rally 
in London on Monday, Serwotka 
called for a vote for Labour. 

He said it was the first time in 
decades he had done so. 

“What is on offer now is radically 
different from anything we’ve heard 
from Labour since, I think, 1983,” 
he explained. 

But Labour has got a big job on 
its hands to win. Serwotka stressed 
that unions must not simply put all 
their hopes in getting a Corbyn-led 
government elected. 

“More than anything I want a 
Jeremy Corbyn government,” he 
said. 

“It’s absolutely right to try and 
maximise the vote for Labour, but 
it’s a fool who doesn’t plan for every 
eventuality.

“Unions must also plan now 
for the possibility of a new Tory 

government and the onslaught that 
will mean.

“We have to fight against 
 austerity—that means unions fight-
ing together.”

Serwotka added that there will be 
a need to defend Corbyn’s left wing 
policies if Labour loses the election. 
“Some people within the Labour 
movement are planning a backlash 
against Corbyn if he doesn’t win,” 
he said.

“They’ll argue that we need to 
return to the austerity-lite politics 
that we had before. 

“We’ve got to be on the front 
foot and argue that what Corbyn is 
 offering is the right thing.”

And he stressed that there is no 
shortage of things to fight over, 
such as the public sector pay cap 
which is in place until 2020. 

“The trade union movement 
needs to step up its game,” he said. 
“Unions haven’t worked together in 
a meaningful way since the strikes 
of 2011. 

“Our focus is to build coordinated 
action again, but to call whatever 
we can if we don’t get it.

“The message we’re taking to 
other unions is, we need to fight 
together.”

More online ... 
Serwotka —support Corbyn and 
build struggle >>bit.ly/2pE6BVk

BACK STORY
Mark Serwotka, the PCS union 
leader, has called on people to 
vote—and step up struggle 
lHe said he was calling for a 
vote for Labour because Corbyn 
offers a genuine alternative 
lBut he said trade unions need 
to be prepared to take on Tory 
austerity after the election 
lSome trade union leaders 
argue calling action in the run-up 
to the election is a distraction 
lSerwotka called for 
coordinated action 

MARK SERWOTKA speaking at London’s May Day demonstration  Picture: AlAn Kenny

ANTI-RACISM 

‘The way government treats refugees 
fuels racism,’ Iraqi family speaks out
by DAVE SEWELL 

A FAMILY of Iraqi refugees has 
compared their intimidation by 
racists on the streets to that by the 
Home Office.

Sister and brother Amyna 
and Waleed Saadoon fled to 
Britain from Mosul but have been 
separated by the state.

Amyna is in Croydon, south 
London, while Waleed is in 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, with 
their mother. 

They haven’t seen their father 
in three years. He is still in Turkey 
and is not allowed to come to 
Britain.

Suffered 
Waleed has suffered racist bullying 
at school. 

A group of 20 teenagers went up 
to him last month saying refugees 
and Muslims should “go back to 
where they came from”.

Since then some of them have 
told his British girlfriend not to go 
out with a refugee. 

Last week they broke his tooth 

in a fight. Waleed told Socialist 
Worker, “I wasn’t surprised—I 
expected this, but what can I do 
about it?”

He said police “didn’t care”, 
having repeatedly put off meeting 
him and refusing to provide an 
interpreter for his mother, who 
speaks little English. 

“They aren’t going to do 
anything, or they would have done 
something by now,” he said.

Amyna added, “There are many 
people who harass us, particularly 
my mum who wears a hijab. 

“One week when a terrorist 
attack had been in the news some 
women shouted at her, ‘Why are 
you killing people?’. 

“Another time a man came up in 
her face in the street, and wouldn’t 
get out of her way.

“We just all want to be together 
in London. 

“We have appealed to G4S, 
the company that houses us, but 
they do nothing. And we are in 
a new country, so we don’t fully 
understand the system.”

The harassment isn’t just coming 
from ordinary people. 

The Home Office has refused 
to give them paperwork such as 
national insurance numbers—
blocking Amyna’s university 
application. 

The Home Office has now said 
it will appeal to overturn a court 
decision to grant their mother 
asylum.

If it wins, she could be sent back 
to Iraq.

Beaten 
Amyna said, “When my brother 
was beaten up, it was just some 
teenagers. 

“But the message is coming from 
the prime minister and from the 
things she says.

“The people in the British 
government know that Iraq is not 
a safe place for us—their policies 
made it that way. 

“But they are appealing to send 
our Mum back there. We’re here, 
but they won’t let us get on and 
live a normal life.

“The way the government talks 
about and treats refugees is what 
gives these young people the idea 
to be racist.”
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 French left  
 organises  
 against the  
 Nazi Le Pen
It’s right to emphasise the danger of 
Le Pen—and to oppose ex-banker 
Macron too, says Dave Sewell

FASCIST MARINE Le Pen and 
ex-banker Emmanuel Macron 
are set to go head to head in the 
second round of France’s presi-
dential elections on Sunday.

Macron, with the solid support 
of the establishment, is on course 
to win.

But coming second would only 
be a limited defeat for Le Pen, who 
is set to gain well over ten million 
votes. 

Each one helps her project of 
building up a fascist organisation.

It underlines the need for active 
unity on the streets and workplaces 
against the fascists, and a broader 
battle against racism.

Polls suggest a high number of 
abstentions and spoiled ballots, as 
many people are uninspired by both 
candidates.

The political mainstream has 
accused left wing voters of risking 
a Le Pen win by not calling for a 
Macron vote. Yet people who were 
expected to vote for Le Pen are also 
saying they’ll abstain.

The proportion of those who 
voted for Tory candidate Francois 
Fillon in the first round who expect 
to vote Le Pen fell from 38 percent 
to 29 percent last week.

Le Pen has appealed to working 
class anger while seeking to detox-
ify her image. This hasn’t always 
worked.

Gesture
So last week she took a break from 
being leader of her fascist party the 
Front National (FN)—a symbolic 
gesture, since the FN still ran her 
campaign.

But instead of hiding her Nazi 
roots it brought them to the surface. 

The man appointed to stand in 
for her, Jean-Francois Jahlk, had 
to stand down almost immediately 
after his past denying the Holocaust 
and celebrating the puppet Nazi 
regime in France came to light.

Le Pen won positive press cover-
age through a stunt appearance at 
a factory facing closure in Amiens. 
But elsewhere she has been booed 
or denied entry.

Students at the Buffon sixth form 
college in Paris struck on Tuesday 
of last week.

They rallied outside its gates 
chanting slogans including, “Fuck 
you Le Pen, no to racism” and, 
“Neither country nor boss, neither 
Le Pen nor Macron”.

Other protests took place during 
the week, culminating in a turnout 
of 250,000 on May Day protests 
across France on Monday.

The French Communist Party has 
called for a vote for Macron, per-
haps with an eye on alliances in next 
month’s parliamentary elections.

But the slogan of the biggest 
union federation, CGT, is, “Not one 
vote for Le Pen”. 

Rad i ca l  l e f t i s t  J ean -Luc 
Melenchon, who won almost a 
fifth of the first round vote, took 
a similar position, as did the New 
Anticapitalist Party.

The left is right to emphasise the 
distinct danger of the fascists—and 
to prepare to fight Macron rather 
than calling for a vote for him.

Millions of French workers 
rightly recognise Macron as their 
enemy. Rallying behind him would 
only divide and undermine the 
resistance against Le Pen.

On other pages...
Military coup in Greece 1967— 
a tragedy of errors >>Page 17

BACK STORY
Voters in France will choose 
their next president on Sunday
lThe “choice” is between fascist 
Marine Le Pen and ex-banker 
Emmanuel Macron
lSome on the left have rightly 
refused to campaign for Macron
lThey are fighting against Le 
Pen and also preparing to take 
on a likely Macron government
lLe Pen has tried to tap into 
workers’ anger to win more votes
lBut protests have rallied 
against her Front National party

WORKERS, students, activists 
and others took part in 
several May Day protests in 
France including in Lyon (top). 
Placards mocked presidential 
candidates Le Pen and Macron. 
The Paris protest (left) 
included supporters of the La 
France Insoumise movement, 
or The Rebellious France, 
initiated by former radical left 
presidential candidate Jean-
Luc Melenchon last year 

 Thousands of Palestinians join strike  
 in a show of solidarity with prisoners
by NICK  CLARK

CLASHES ERUPTED across 
the West Bank last Friday as 
Palestinians held a “day of rage” 
in solidarity with hunger-striking 
prisoners.

Protesters clashed with Israeli 
soldiers in cities, villages and 
refugee camps. It came as around 
1,500 Palestinians locked in Israeli 
prisons began their 12th day of a 
hunger strike.

The prisoners’ demands include 
an end to solitary confinement 
and to “administrative detention”, 
which allows Israel to detain them 
indefinitely without trial.

Barricades
Several thousand Palestinians 
took part in a general strike a 
day earlier that saw schools, 
universities, shops and all public 
sector offices close.

 The streets in cities such as 
Ramallah, Bethlehem and Nablus 
were almost deserted. 

Taxis and buses stopped as 
barricades of burning tyres blocked 
the main roads. 

The protests have been met with 
brutal repression. Two hunger 

strikers in Israel’s Ashkelon prison 
were attacked by Israeli Prison 
Service guards when they refused 
to stand for a search. 

Hunger strikers have also 
been punished with solitary 
confinement. And there were 
reports that Israeli forces fired live 
ammunition on protesters during 
the day of rage.

The protests, general strike and 
hunger strike were called by the 
Fatah party which governs in the 
West Bank.

But as the leading group in the 
Palestinian Authority (PA), Fatah 
has also cooperated with the Israeli 
occupation. 

On the day of the general strike, 

the PA notified Israel that it would 
stop paying for electricity provided 
to the Gaza Strip. 

Gaza is largely dependent on 
energy imported from Israel and 
neighbouring Egypt—more so 
since Israel bombed its power 
station in 2014.

Blackouts
Palestinians in Gaza suffer 
frequent blackouts and periods 
without electricity.

The decision to stop paying 
Israel for Gaza’s energy appears 
to be an attempt to destabilise 
Hamas, which has governed in 
Gaza since elections in 2006. 

Fatah and the PA have 
faced crises due to growing 
dissatisfaction at their cooperation 
with the Israeli occupation.

 The PA has clamped down on 
resistance while pursuing futile 
negotiations with Israel. 

Economic “reforms” have 
subordinated the West Bank’s 
economy to Israel’s.

The latest round of resistance 
against Israel has to be supported. 

But Fatah will hope the protests 
can help it overcome its crisis—
and will try to clamp down if the 
revolt grows beyond its control.

Protesters held posters of prisoners

PALESTINE
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Housing crisis  
can be halted
THE GOVERNMENT is 
pressing ahead to end 
life time tenancies for 
council tenants and to 
sell off council homes.

The current Labour 
party leadership have  
pledged to build 
500,000 new council 
homes.

Please don’t waste 
your vote on 8 June.

Mark Still
London

New Labour 
fears Corbyn
NEW LABOUR is Tory 
Lite. The reason they hate 
Corbyn is that they might 
have to work for a living.

Paul Wealend
Facebook

Strikes don’t 
break the law
SOCIALIST Worker 
regularly and rightly 
celebrates unofficial 
strikes (Socialist Worker, 
12 April).

But the article wrongly 
claims that these break 
“new anti-union laws”.

Unofficial strikes 
have always been a 
“do-it-yourself” solution 
to slow official union 
procedures. Unofficial 
strikers break no laws, 
old or new.

Dave Lyddon
Staffordshire

Time to unite 
behind Labour
CAN WE take a lesson 
from the French Left?

They realise that they 
must be united to beat 
the greater evil.

We must do the same!
No splitting votes, 

no standing candidates 
against Labour.

All the resources 
of the left should be 
mobilised for Labour.

Rick Grogan
Facebook

Do US morals 
protect us all?
THE US Secretary of 
State, Rex Tillerson, has 
said the US will hold to 
account “all who commit 
crimes against the 
innocents anywhere in 
the world”.

So will the US 
dismantle the illegal 
Israeli settlements 
and make Israel abide 
by United Nations 
resolutions.

Will they? Anyone 
taking bets?

Gareth Hopcyn
Stockport

Defeat in NUS election—but 
there are still fights to be won
MALIA BOUATTIA lost her 
campaign to be re-elected as 
National Union of Students (NUS) 
president last week. Instead, 
Shakira Martin was elected by 402 
votes to 272.

Malia, the first black woman 
president of NUS, was elected last 
year and her defeat is a setback for 
the left.

Her uncompromising support 
for Palestinian rights and against 
racism and Islamophobia led to 
slurs that she was antisemitic.

She has organised campaigns 
against hate crime, against the 
Islamophobic Prevent agenda, and 
a national demonstration for 
education with the UCU lecturers’ 
union. But she often found herself 
constrained by the NUS apparatus.

The same press that savaged 
Malia has now turned on Shakira 
Martin with the Telegraph 
denouncing her as a “former drug 
dealer who did not go to 
university”.

The conference voted through a 
motion to adopt the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
(IHRA) definition of antisemitism.

This conflates criticism of the 
Israeli state with antisemitism.

Right wingers will paint the 
conference as a rejection of the 
left. But the picture is more 
complex.

Speech after speech at the 
conference repeated the need to 
challenge austerity and racism. 
Motions were passed to defend 
free movement and calling for 

Sanctuary Campuses. These, like 
the ones in the US, would offer 
protection to migrants and 
refugees and oppose attempts to 
deport students.

The last 12 months underlines 
the potential for anti-austerity, 
anti-racist and pro-Palestinian 
policies to win wide support 
among students. Building activity 
among students is crucial.

Attacks on students—from Tory 
cuts to Islamophobia and the 
Prevent strategy—can be pushed 
back by strengthening campaigns 
on the ground.

The conference was a setback 
but it does not mean the right 
wing have won.

Lewis Nielsen
London

Treachery 
in Labour
IN A poisoned barb aimed 
directly at Jeremy Corbyn, 
Lord Peter Mandelson 
declared on BBC’s 
 Newsnight that “Any person 
with an ounce of loyalty or 
responsibility to the Labour 
Party” would resign after 
an election defeat. 

This is the same Lord 
Mandelson who proved the 
extent of his own “loyalty” 
and “responsibility” to the 
Labour Party in February by 
declaring “I work every 
single day in some way to 
bring forward the end of 
(Corbyn’s) tenure in office.”    

Whatever the result 
declared on 9 June, the 
labour movement must 
never forget the treachery 
of Mandelson and his ilk.

Sasha Simic
East London

Children are 
going hungry 
I WORK in a school which 
feeds children who come in 
hungry every day.

I was really pleased to 
hear Jeremy Corbyn’s 
announcement about free 
school meals for all primary 
school children.

When parents are 
struggling to pay bills, 
council tax and rent they 
are also struggling to feed 
their kids. We now have 
food vouchers to give out 
from school so that families 
can survive and eat decent 
meals.

It’s disgraceful that in 
one of the richest countries 
in the world that people 
have to live like this.

Socialists should be 
arguing for Corbyn and 
fighting for an alternative so 
kids don’t ever go hungry.

Kate
Leeds

No time for nit picking 
when the right is rising
I WOULD be really happy 
to see  someone like Jeremy 
Corbyn at the top of the left 
party in Germany.

This is exactly what we 
need in the face of a rising 
far right. 

But your coverage has 
disturbed me. There seems 
to be a constant search for 
treachery—such as “Corbyn 
concedes ground to Labour 
right over Prevent” (Socialist 
Worker, 28 March)

In the Die Linke party, I 
have seen politicians sell 

out. This is not what Corbyn 
represents—as far as I can 
judge. He is a reformist, 
which limits his politics. But 
there is a difference 
between the limits of 
reformism from below and 
the wheeling and dealing of 
the party machine.

It’s important to point to 
weaknesses and to argue 
for revolutionary politics 
but please stop this 
somewhat petty niggling.

Rosemarie Nünning
Die Linke member, Berlin

Just a 
thought...

Tories attack women with ‘rape clause’
THE CHILD tax rape 
clause requires mothers 
seeking benefits for more 
than two children to 
prove that the third child 
was conceived either 
through sexual assault or 
during an abusive 
relationship.

Theresa May said that 
the clause is about 
“fairness”. But fair for 
whom?

For the victims of 
sexual assault who have 
to relive their experiences 
in order to receive the 
financial support they 

need to survive?
To the women who are 

reluctant to disclose their 
rape for self-protection, 
guilt, or fear?

To the women who will 

not receive these benefits 
if they’re still living with 
their abuser?

To force women to 
disclose personal 
information in order to 
survive is another cruel 
attack on the poor.

To put financial gain 
over women’s safety and 
mental wellbeing shows 
that May does not care 
about working class 
women or victims of 
sexual assault and 
domestic violence.

Bekah Patrick
Colchester

May is no friend to women 
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WELCOME TO BRITAIN’S NEW BORDER CONTROL
One hospital is giving out leaflets 
telling patients without the right 
papers to pay up or risk being 
kicked out of Britain. Dave Sewell 
continues our investigation into the 
racist clampdown in the NHS

T
HE NEW banners hang-
ing up at Surrey’s 
Frimley Park Hospital’s 
reception stand taller 
than many patients. 
“NHS healthcare is not 

free for everyone,” they proclaim.
One warns that people registered 

with a GP, holding a British passport 
or paying national insurance might 
not be “here on a lawful and settled 
basis”.

Another points out that a stay on 
a ward could incur costs of £1,000 a 
night for European Economic Area 
(EEA) nationals and £1,500 for 
others.

New Tory rules will require NHS 
trusts to check patients’ eligibility for 
NHS care up front. 

In preparation for this, Frimley 
Park Hospital has installed a card 
reader in its accident and emergency 
(A&E) department to charge those 
without the right papers.

On the counter leaflets addressed 
to “overseas visitors” carry a chilling 
threat in block capitals.

“IF YOU FAIL TO PAY FOR 
NHS TREATMENT,” they say, 
“IT MAY RESULT IN A FUTURE 
IMMIGRATION APPLICATION TO 
ENTER OR REMAIN IN THE UK 
BEING DENIED.”

This is no empty threat. The leaf-
let adds that information may be 
passed through the Department of 
Health to the Home Office for this 
purpose. 

Some 5,854 people were traced 
by immigration enforcement officials 
in this way in the first 11 months  
of 2016.

In Frimley, a small town in rural 
Surrey, many of the staff and patients 
are from migrant backgrounds.

Debbie, a local resident originally 
from Switzerland, told Socialist 
Worker, “I don’t agree with this 
policy at all—it really pisses me off.

“How are they going to tell some-
one isn’t a resident—can they tell by 
looking at me?” she asked. 

“Because despite my accent I don’t 
think it’s me who will be asked. It’s 
someone who ‘looks like’ they might 
be a non-resident.”

Officials insist that they respect 
equalities and discrimination rules, 

meaning they ask everyone the same 
questions. But the experience of 
migrants using NHS services is often 
very different (see right).

The Tories justify checks with the 
lie that migrants and foreign “health 
tourists” are a drain on the NHS.

Debbie said, “It’s a load of rub-
bish—the people who could really 
be called ‘health tourists’ are a tiny 
figure. This is just pandering to the 
Daily Mail.”

Many people can be persuaded by 
such arguments. But even those who 
buy into the lies at an abstract level 
are often horrified at what the poli-
cies look like in practice.

Marcie, originally from South 
Africa, was visiting the hospital for 
her physiotherapy appointment. She 
thought it was wrong to “let all these 
people in” but she didn’t agree with 
the leaflet. 

“I lived in South Africa during 
apartheid and I can see something 
like that happening here,” she said. 
“There’s a lot of racism, and it’s all 
been orchestrated by the govern-
ment to manipulate the masses.”

There is potential to push back the 
government’s drive to turn NHS hos-
pitals into border checkpoints. 

It has already delayed the intro-
duction of the new rules from April 
to July. 

But in the meantime hospitals are 
second guessing what is required 
of them—and some patients are 
already being told to pay up or risk 
deportation.

Racism is being 
orchestrated by 
the government  
to manipulate  
the masses

‘‘ 

A warm welcome to migrants from 
Frimley Health Foundation Trust

BACK STORY
SOCIALIST Worker 
has sent Freedom of 
Information requests to 
NHS trusts asking about 
their policies on checking 
passports.

The vast majority that 
have responded so far 
said they are still waiting 
for guidance from the 
government about its 
new rules. But some are 

already preparing for the 
new system.

Moorfields Eye 
Hospital in London said 
it expected to spend 
£25,500 putting the new 
checks in place.

Many hospitals already 
pay a relatively senior 
staff member on a high 
salary to chase “overseas 
visitors” fees—while most 

NHS workers endure a 
pay cap.

The preparations are 
being made with no real 
understanding of the 
consequences.

Oxford Health told 
Socialist Worker that 
“the trust believes” the 
consequences of up 
front eligibility checks 
are “not expected to 

be significant”. But the 
government has done no 
serious study to justify 
that conclusion.

Pilot schemes are 
running in some trusts, 
most prominently in 
St George’s in south 
London. 

It refused to share 
any data until the pilot 
is complete. But a pilot 

run by Coventry and 
Warwickshire Partnership 
mental health trust 
produced worrying results.

Some 347 patients 
using its wheelchair 
service were asked to fill 
in declarations and give 
proof of eligibility. 

Of these, 130—over  
37 percent—did not go on 
to receive care.

NHS is used to trap migrants
THE THREAT of being reported to 
the Home Office and deported is 
already pushing people in need 
away from health services. Several 
shared their chilling stories with 
the Doctors of the World charity.

Patricia, a young Ugandan 
woman, is six months pregnant—
but as of last month she hadn’t 
had any antenatal care. 

“I feel trapped,” she said. “I 
need to go to the hospital but I 
can’t because I feel my information 
might not be confidential.”

Patricia is an undocumented 
migrant. She has been in Britain 
for five years, yet the NHS doesn’t 
consider her to be “ordinarily 
resident”.

She said, “I can’t imagine being 
separated from my partner. Maybe 
they would make me go back 
without my baby too. At this time 
of carrying a child, the last thing 
you want to worry about is being 
separated from that child.”

Maria from the Philippines 
works as a cleaner. “For years 
I tried to protect myself from 
getting sick because I thought it 
wasn’t safe to go to the doctor,” 
she said.

That changed last September. 
Maria’s father had died of cancer, 
her sister had had breast cancer—
and one morning Maria discovered 
a lump on her own breast. 

Everyone in Britain is eligible 
for GP care, but this isn’t always 
enforced. Maria’s local surgery 
turned her away because she 
couldn’t show them a valid visa.

When she finally got an 
emergency biopsy, she couldn’t 
bring herself to attend. 

She said, “I felt like I was 
carrying the weight of the whole 

world during those days. I was so 
worried that if I went to hospital, 
the authorities would know about 
it—maybe they would deport me. 
But if I didn’t go to hospital, then 
what about the lump?”

Maria eventually got the 
surgery she needed.

But it’s impossible to say how 
many people are suffering from 
treatable diseases in 21st century 
Britain because of Tory racism.

Doctors of the World has launched a 
petition and campaign to stop NHS 
services sharing data with immigration 
enforcement. Sign it and support it 
at doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/news/
medics-mobilise-against-nhs-patient-
data-sharing

IN BRIEF
Privatisation and 
private care to blame
THE CRISIS in the NHS is fuelled 
by cuts and privatisation, not 
immigration. But there are some 
people at Frimley crowding 
out NHS patients. Like many 
hospitals, it has set up a private 
hospital-within-a-hospital, the 
Parkfield Suite.

Its two wards and 38 rooms 
offer “private experience, NHS 
excellence”—allowing those who 
can afford it to jump the queue in 
style. Like the eligibility checks, 
small scale privatisation like this 
is supposed to be about saving 
the NHS money.

But like the eligibility checks, 
its real effect is to undermine the 
principle of free universal health 
care that the NHS was founded on.

Unions can defy racist policy
BUILDING OPPOSITION among 
health workers and their unions is 
crucial to pushing back the racist 
passport checks.

Professional bodies and trade 
unions in the NHS such as Unison 
have slammed plans to make their 
members “border guards”.

Anti-racism was a major theme 
at the Unison health conference last 
week. Leading figures denounced 
Theresa May for refusing to 
guarantee European Union migrants’ 
rights.

Deputy general secretary Roger 
McKenzie told a Stand Up To 
Racism fringe meeting, “This is the 
time to stand together.”

But the leadership refused to 
discuss opposing the passport 
checks. A motion from Yorkshire 
and Humberside region was ruled 
out of order.

David from Yorkshire and 
Humberside said this was done 
on the grounds that “it might be 
encouraging members to breach 
contracts”. 

He added, “Our members 
becoming immigration officers is 
stirring up racism and division. But 

what do we say to members if they’re 
disciplined for refusing to do this?” 

Stephen McLean from Sussex said 
many health workers don’t want to 
implement checks because “they’re 
racist and contravene nurses’ code 
of conduct”. 

Health workers are right to refuse 
to be border guards—and Unison 
should give them its full backing. 

It should boost workers’ 
confidence to defy the racist policy 
and make it unworkable.

Stephen added, “We need to go 
back and campaign—and we have 
to back any member who refuses to 
implement this.” 

David asked, “If Rosa Parks had 
come to us, would we have told her 
to stand at the back of the bus?” 

Unison’s Roger McKenzie

WHAT SOCIALISTS SAY

Are the Lib Dems 
really progressive?

 
LIB DEM leader Tim Farron 
is trying hard to rebrand the 
party’s image after it jumped 
into bed with David Cameron. 

He’s hoping to shake off the 
slaughter the Lib Dems suffered 
in 2015 after the party’s coalition 
of cuts with the Tories.

The Lib Dems are pitching 
themselves as a progressive 
alternative to Theresa May 
and Jeremy Corbyn.

Farron has recently hailed “an 
appetite for change in British 
politics”—and ludicrously 
claimed the “Lib Dems are the 
vehicle for that change”.

In reality, the Lib Dems 
have always ruled in favour 
of big business and shafted 
working class people.

They want a society where 
wages and services are left to the 
mercy of the market—and would 
go even further than Tony Blair’s 
rabid pro-business government.

Farron recently said his 
only criticisms of Blair are 
“what he didn’t do, rather 
than what he did do”.

The modern Lib Dems were 
born out of a merger between the 
old Liberal Party and a right wing 
split from Labour in the 1980s. 

This dinner-set clique of 
MPs—the Social Democratic 
Party—complained of a “drift 
towards extremism in the Labour 
Party”. They meant the left.

They wanted a “moderate” party 
that dumped socialist policies, links 
to trade unions, and hailed the 
neoliberal European Union (EU).

It included many of the same 
figures attacking Jeremy Corbyn 
for being too left wing today, 
such as Guardian newspaper 
columnist Polly Toynbee.

But their roots go back much 
further to the Liberal Party of 
the 19th century, which was 
the dominant party of the rising 
industrial capitalist class.

When they talk about 
liberalism, it isn’t about being 
“nice” or “progressive” compared 
to “nasty” conservatism. Their 

classical liberalism is based on 
a commitment to free market 
policies, which means they always 
come down on the bosses’ side.

The Lib Dems try to be all things 
to all people, but without upsetting 
the establishment too much.

Seeing a space to the left 
of Tony Blair’s New Labour, 
they opposed war on Iraq in 
2003—until the war began.

A group of Lib Dem MPs around 
Nick Clegg and Vince Cable 
thought the party had drifted too 
much to the left during these years. 

They produced the Orange 
Book, a right wing liberal 
manifesto that included replacing 
the NHS with private insurance. 

Then to capture young people’s 
support they promised to abolish 
tuition fees, only to treble them 
to £9,000 a year in 2010.

Burned
After getting badly burned in 
coalition, Farron’s new pitch is 
that the Lib Dems are against 
Brexit. He hopes to win over 
bosses who supported the EU 
and appeal to some young people 
who voted Remain because they 
saw it as an anti-racist vote.

There’s nothing progressive 
about their pitch.

It plays into a patronising 
stereotype that most working 
class people who voted Leave 
are backward racists. In reality, 
the Lib Dems would happily 
dump migrants’ rights—as 
Cable has already indicated.

The real dividing line is 
between those fighting for 
workers and migrants’ rights and 
those who would attack them.

A vote for the Lib Dems isn’t 
a vote against the Tories—it’s 
a vote for opportunists who 
always come down on the 
side of the establishment.

Lib Dem leader Tim Farron—not as
progressive as he claims

They try to be  
all things to all 
people, without 
upsetting the 
establishment

‘‘ 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

lBIRMINGHAM 
Sat 6 May, 1-5.30pm, 
Old Library at The 
Custard Factory, 
Gibb St, B9 4DT

Speakers include  
Saffiyah Khan and  
Saira Zafar, the women 
who stood up to the racist 
English Defence League, 
and Roger McKenzie 
Unison union assistant 
general secretary

CONFRONTING THE RISE OF RACISM 
Stand Up To Racism regional summits 

lMANCHESTER 
AND NORTH WEST
Sat 13 May, 1-5pm, 
Friends Meeting 
House, M2 5NS

Speakers include  
Paula Barker Unison 
regional secretary and 
Yasmin Dar Manchester 
Labour councillor and  
Dawn Taylor NUT executive

lSHEFFIELD AND 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
Sat 13 May, 12-4pm, 
The U-Mix Centre, S2 4UJ

standuptoracism.org.uk

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: HARINGEY
Racism, resistance 
and revolution
Wed 17 May, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd,
N15 3QH

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Wed 10 May, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Climate change after 
Trump—how do we 
fight for our planet?
Thu 11 May, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Wed 10 May, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
50 years after the Abortion 
Act—why we still defend a 
woman’s right to choose
Thu 11 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane,
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
The attacks on our 
civil liberties
Thu 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
How can Corbyn win 
the election?
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
What led to the  
1917 Russian Revolution?
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Russia 1917—workers’ 
revolution and festival 
of the oppressed
Thu 11 May, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,CB5 8HP
CHESTERFIELD
China in the era of Trump
Thu 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,
CO2 7ET
DONCASTER
Why won’t the Tories 
fund the NHS?
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre,
21 Cleveland St,
DN1 3EH
DUNDEE
Syria—revolution, 
counter-revolution 
and civil war
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
How can Corbyn win 
the election?
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

GLASGOW
The case against 
borders—why we oppose 
immigration controls
Thu 11 May, 7pm, 
Avant Garde, 33-44 King St, 
Merchant City, 
G1 5QT
HARLOW
Populism and fascism—
how do we stop the 
rise of the far right?
Thu 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys 
CM18 6BX

HUDDERSFIELD
Lenin and the Russian 
Revolution
Wed 10 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade  
(near both train and bus 
stations), HD1 5JP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The politics of 
science fiction
Thu 11 May, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: CENTRAL
Climate change and 
Trump—how do we 
fight for our planet?
Thu 4 May, 7pm, 
Room 130, UCL, 
Foster Court Building,
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Thu 11 May, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove, W10 5XL

LONDON: HARINGEY
Art and culture of the 
Russian Revolution
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Thu 11 May, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, 
N7 6QT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Islamophobia—what it 
is and how to fight it
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Trump and the drive to 
war—is US imperialism 
out of control?
Wed 10 May, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Why is there famine in 
a world of plenty?
Wed 10 May, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Deliveroo, Uber and the gig 
economy —is the working 
class disappearing?
Wed 10 May, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd,
M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE
Can we get socialism 
through parliament?
Thu 11 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
How can Corbyn win 
the election?
Thu 11 May, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
POOLE AND DORCHESTER
How can Corbyn win 
the election?
Mon 15 May, 7pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,BH15 1DB
SCARBOROUGH
Why won’t the Tories 
fund the NHS?
Wed 10 May, 7pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Fake news—who 
controls the media?
Thu 11 May, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
How can Corbyn win 
the election?
Thu 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

NATIONAL
Marxism 2017—ideas
for a world in turmoil
Thu 6—Sun 9 July,
central London.
A four-day political festival
of meetings , debate, film
showings, music and
much more, hosted by the
Socialist Workers Party.
To book your ticket go to
marxismfestival.org.uk or
call the Marxism festival
office on 020 7840 5620

COVENTRY
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 10 May, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,  
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square)
SW2 1EP

LONDON: EALING
Thu 11 May, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge, 
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 11 May, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,  
(corner Lower Clapton Rd)
E5 0PU

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way, 
OX4 1YH

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,SO15 2GY

TELFORD
Thu 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade, TF1 1PY

After the election in France 
—where next for the left?

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

Posters for fascist Marine Le Pen and neoliberal Emmanuel Macron                                                                      

Saffiyah Khan and Saira Zafar 
will speak at Birmingham’s summit                                                       

Socialist Worker  3 May 2017
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BOOK
JOSEPHINE BAKER
By Catel Muller and  
Jose-Louis Bocquet 
Published by SelfMadeHero, 
£14.99. selfmadehero.com

JOSEPHINE BAKER is most 
recognisable to some in 
her iconic skirt of rubber 
bananas as the “first black 
star of the world stage”. 

However, Catel and 
Boucquet’s graphic novel 
reveals Baker went beyond 
being just a singer. 

US-born Baker arrived in 
Paris aged 19 in 1925. 

Her fight against 
segregation and racism 
after the Second World War 
makes studying her life 
a must for activists who 
strive to do the same today. 

The format of the 
graphic biography is 
accessible and interesting, 
especially for those who 
do not know much about 
Baker. Cartel and Bocquet 
have created a work that 

highlights her irreverence 
and independence. 

It spans her often tragic 
childhood, her rise to fame, 
and her work with the 
French Resistance against 
the Nazi invasion of France 
and the Vichy regime. 

The reader is invited 
to experience on some 
level her rousing speeches 
against segregation, and 
her “Rainbow Tribe”. They 
were a group of orphans 
she adopted, all of different 
backgrounds. 

Although this biography 
doesn’t focus enough on 
Baker’s work as an activist, 
it is entertaining for those 
who want to find out more. 

At times funny and 
poignant Josephine Baker 
is recommended to anyone 
who is interested in the 
fight against oppression. 

There is much to learn 
from her devotion to 
struggle. It will serve as a 
reminder that we cannot 
transcend our oppressors, 
but must instead fight 
against them. 

As a lover of socialist 
ideas, Baker would be 
pleased to know that her 
life has inspired future 
generations to take up the 
fight for liberation. 
Gabby Thorpe

Marx’s library thows the 
book at Russian Revolution
Hope, Tragedy, Myths, the British Library’s new Russian Revolution exhibition, 
has some fantastic artefacts but a poor conclusion, writes Sarah Bates
THE CENTENARY of the Russian 
Revolution is casting a long shadow 
over cultural institutions this year. 

This latest exhibition, at the 
British Library, starts by setting out 
the horror of peasant life under the 
Tsar. It’s done very effectively using 
state literature promoting its ideol-
ogy, including antisemitism. 

You also see how ordinary people 
challenge their situation—and pro-
duce revolutionary literature. One 
example is the beautiful handwrit-
ten Musha (Worker) from Georgia 
in 1889.

There are repeated assertions that 
the October Revolution was upon 
the insistence of a power-hungry 
Vladimir Lenin. 

It’s a shame that the curator 
underestimates the role that ordinary 
people played. 

Unsurprisingly the Bolshevik Party 
is also portrayed as paranoid, violent, 
selfish and anti-democratic. 

Leon Trotsky’s role as a revolution-
ary leader is all but forgotten, aside 
from one speech and an antisemitic 
poster depicting him as the devil.  

A weakness of the exhibition is its 
limited artefacts showing the politi-
cal and social advances in this period.

Liberation
There is little mention of the libera-
tion oppressed groups fought for in 
the revolution.

The printed literature is fantastic, 
including bulletins printed on plac-
ards and “wall newspapers”. They 
give a sense of the terrific thirst for 
ideas and the ingenuity of people 
short of resources. 

There are interesting exhibits such 
as leg irons from a Siberian prison 
camp. We see the distinctive bude-
novka hat worn by the Red Army 
in the civil war and a beautiful 
banner gifted to the Shipley Young 
Communist League. 

The political conclusion from 
the exhibition is poor—the Russian 
Revolution teaches us “the vulnera-
bility of democratic procedures in the 
face of organised violence”. 

Unfortunately this fits with the 
popular narrative. 

Socialists take different lessons 
from the events of 1917. We can see 
the huge leap forwards for the work-
ing class and an example to guide the 
way forward for the future. 

Whatever political differences you 
may have with the curator you can 
enjoy the opportunity to see a collec-
tion of artefacts marking the Russian 
Revolution’s centenary.
Russian Revolution—Hope, Tragedy, 
Myths is at the British Library until  
29 August, tickets £13.50  
bit.ly/2oEmMm9

Humanising tragedy and revolt
PHOTOGRAPHY
DIFFUSION INTERNATIONAL  
PHOTOGRAPHY FESTIVAL
Various venues across Cardiff,  
1-31 May. diffusionfestival.org

ON 1 August 2016, 118 people 
were rescued from a rubber boat 
drifting in the Mediterranean 
Sea, 20 nautical miles off the 
Libyan coast.

The photograph (above) is 

part of a project composed 
of 118 portraits of the boat’s 
passengers taken minutes after 
the end of the rescue, once every 
person was safe. 

It’s an attempt to put face and 
name to the numbers, a search 
for the humanisation of this 
tragedy.

The project is one of around 
60 international photographers 
and artists at this year’s 
Diffusion festival, the theme 

of which is revolution. Newly 
commissioned work by political 
artist-photographers Peter 
Kennard and Cat Phillips also 
looks at the refugee crisis and 
homelessness. 

The festival explores broader 
changes in society over the 
past 100 years, from the fall of 
the Berlin Wall to the digital 
revolution, environmental 
activism, the migration crisis, 
gender and identity.

ONE OF the 118 people rescued in the Mediterranean Sea on 1 August 2016 Picture: Dezfuli

Migration
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READ MORE
lThe point is to change 
it—an introduction to 
Marxist philosophy 
by John Molyneux 
£7.00

lThe revolutionary Ideas 
of Karl Marx 
by Alex Callinicos 
£9.99

lWhy we need Marxist 
theory 
by Chris Harman 
bit.ly/2pG5x43 

lAvailable at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

impossible. The idea that there’s 
no alternative to the world as it 
is seems to make sense if you 
don’t feel there is a force that 
can actually change it.

This is why socialists put 
so much stress on workers’ 
self-activity—strikes, protests,  
campaigns and so on. It isn’t 
just that these things can win 
real reforms. They also shake 
up people’s ideas about how the 
world works and their position 
within it.

In struggle, people can get 
a sense of their own power. In 
2009, workers at Visteon car 
components plants occupied 
their factories in response to 
redundancies.

They eventually forced pay-
outs from the firm’s owners 
Ford. But the experience of 
fighting back left workers with 
much more than that.

One told Socialist Worker, 
“This has changed me. Before I 
would have seen protesters at 
the G20 as people looking for a 
fight. But these are the people 
that have backed us up.”

F
ROM THINKING that 
it’s impossible to 
beat the boss, some-
one who has been on 
strike and won some-
thing can start to see 

things very differently.
More recently, teaching 

assistants (TAs) in Durham 
have waged a courageous 
fight against a Labour council 
attempting to cut their pay by 
24 percent.

Alison, a TA in Consett, told 
Socialist Worker, “I didn’t think 
in a million years that I’d be on 
a picket line or demonstrating.

“But I couldn’t believe that a 
Labour council, that’s supposed 
to be fighting for the people, 
was doing this and claiming 
that it’s about equality and 
fairness.”

Every struggle has the 
potential to shift ideas. The 
most dramatic transformations 
come in revolutionary situa-
tions. This is when so many 
usually dominant ideas make 
the least sense.

In Russia antisemitism was 
entrenched before the revolu-
tions in 1917. But the revolution  
saw workers, soldiers and peas-
ants unite against the Tsar—
and Jews such as Leon Trotsky 
headed up the revolt.

The revolution weakened 
the hold of religion on people. 
Sexist ideas were undermined 
as women led the revolution.

Of course, most of the time 
huge struggles aren’t taking 

place. Most people have what 
the Italian Marxist Antonio 
Gramsci called “contradictory 
consciousness”.

They are influenced by ideas 
pushed by the ruling class and 
their own experience.

Many people will go along 
with some right wing ideas 
while rejecting others, and the 
balance can change depending 
on the wider context. 

So someone may think that 
competition improves services 
but also hate the fact that pri-
vatisation makes their journey 
to work a misery. Someone may 
support the NHS but hold racist 
ideas. 

It’s because people have a 
mix of ideas that ideas can 
change so quickly at times of 
high struggle. And because this 
struggle is built into capitalism, 
ideas will never be static. 

WORKERS, such 
as those at the 
Visteon factory 
(top), changed 
many of their 
ideas in the course 
of striking back. 
Many workers 
despise MPs and 
see parliament as 
a place where they 
stick their snouts 
in the trough 
(above)

C
APITALISM 
fails the vast 
 major i ty  of 
people. It is 
based on a 
tiny group of 

rich people exploiting and 
oppressing the rest of us.

Their system has con-
demned billions of people 
to poverty, racism, oppres-
sion and war across the 
globe. 

Here in Britain, the Tories 
have spent seven years 
attacking ordinary people 
with austerity.

Yet the Conservatives are 
riding high in the opinion 
polls. And most people, most 
of the time, accept the world 
as it is even if they might not 
like it very much.

This is why socialists, who 
want to see the end of capi-
talism, are often dismissed 
as being out of touch. It can 
seem that people’s ideas will 
never significantly change.

Yet ideas are changing all 
the time. When people fight 
back together it can transform 
their ideas and break down 
divisions. 

In 1968 dockers in London 
marched in support of racist 
Tory MP Enoch Powell. Yet by 
1977 they were marching to 
support largely Asian women 
strikers at the Grunwick firm.

Most people’s views of what 
women’s position in society 
should be, for instance, have 
shifted dramatically over the 
past few decades.

Attitudes 
A third of people in 2012 
thought a mother with a child 
under school age should stay at 
home, according to the British 
Social Attitudes (BSA) survey. 
But in 1989 the figure was 
nearly two thirds.

Ideas have changed about 
LGBT+ people too. Crude 
homophobia, like crude racism, 
has become less acceptable 
in Britain and many other 
countries.

Two years ago a referendum 
in Ireland brought in equal mar-
riage. This was a huge shift in 
a country where homosexuality 
was decriminalised in 1993.

When there are big shifts in 
the way society is organised, 
or at times of crisis, ideas can 
change very quickly.

When the First World War 
began in 1914 there was a wave 
of patriotism and support for it. 
Within three years the Russian 
Revolution broke out, largely 
driven by a hatred of the war.

The ruling class view of the 
war as a glorious endeavour 
didn’t fit with people’s horrific 
experiences.

Yet while it’s true that ideas 
change, old ideas also persist. 
Racism may be different today 
compared to a century ago, but 
it hasn’t disappeared. 

This is because ideas have 
a material basis—the way we 
organise to produce the things 
we need shapes them.

For instance, slavery and 
the birth of capitalism gave 
rise to racism. Slavery meant 

 capitalists got cheap labour and 
made huge profits that drove 
the system forward. They devel-
oped racist ideas—that black 
people weren’t really human 
and so on—to justify slavery.

Racism wasn’t natural. On 
the contrary, it was promoted 
to try and undermine growing 
opposition to slavery.

Racial prejudice developed in 
response to the material condi-
tions of society at the time and 
the needs of the ruling class. 

The changing needs of 

 capitalism has also encour-
aged shifts in attitudes towards 
women.

During the First World War, 
women were increasingly 
required to work outside the 
home to support the war effort. 

Politicians went from insist-
ing that a woman’s place was 
in the home to celebrating their 
 contribution outside it.

Once the war was over, sec-
tions of the ruling class wanted 
women to return to their previ-
ous positions. But many women 

had come to see themselves in a 
different light, and society was 
forced to change.

There are lots of different 
ideas in society. And those 
pushed by the powerful are 
regularly resisted. 

The MPs’ expenses scan-
dal showed how the ideas 
pushed by the ruling class can 
be turned on their head. The 
scandal tore apart the sanc-
timonious image of elected 
office presented by our rulers. 
By October 2012, just 26 per-
cent of people thought MPs 
were principled.

It also matters that socialists 
organise together to challenge 
ruling class ideas and argue 
against the right wing.

But the revolutionaries Karl 
Marx and Frederick Engels 
described how the dominant 
ideas in a society are the ideas 
of the ruling class. Those at the 
top have the power to promote 
their ideas in the education 
and legal systems, the media, 
in politics, religion and so on.

Our rulers put a great deal 
of energy into promoting the 
false idea that capitalism is 
natural and has always existed.

As Marx and Engels put it, 
“Each new class which puts 
itself in the place of one ruling 
before it has to give its ideas 
the form of universality, and 
represent them as the only 

rational, universally valid ones.”
They have an interest in per-

suading people that other ways 
of organising society are impos-
sible. And it suits them to claim 
things like racism, sexism, war 
and poverty are inevitable.

B
UT IT isn’t simply 
that those at the 
top convince peo-
ple of these things. 
Workers’ position 
in society makes 

them susceptible to such 
ideas.

Workers make up a powerful 
class in capitalist societies. The 
system relies on their labour so 
that bosses can make profits. If 
workers withdraw it, they can 
stop production and the flow 
of profit.

But day to day, most work-
ers do not feel powerful. They 
are central to production but 
they have no control over it. 
Workers don’t decide what is 
produced, how it’s produced or 
how much is made. All of these 
decisions are in the hands of a 
few bosses.

Marx described how workers’  
ability to transform the world 
around them through labour is 
what makes them human. But 
under capitalism they aren’t 
in charge of their own labour, 
and so feel alienated from the 
whole process.

And as they are isolated from 
other workers, who they are 
encouraged to view as competi-
tors, workers can feel weak and 
vulnerable.

In this position, it’s easy to 
see why workers can accept 
right wing ideas. It’s easier to 
blame a migrant for attacks on 
jobs when a collective response 
targeting the boss seems 

 CHANGING 
THROUGH 
STRUGGLE
There is a constant battle for which ideas win out in society, 
argues Sadie Robinson. And when workers begin to fight 
back they turn all the normal ideas they’re fed upside down

I didn’t think in 
a million years 
that I’d be on a 
picket line or 
demonstrating 

‘‘ 
Italian Marxist 
Antonio Gramsci

Women workers at the Grunwicks factory in north London forced the trade union movement to take them seriously

New Russia 1917 book is a 
weapon against the right 

A new book on the 
Russian Revolution is 
a brilliant account that 
urges us to learn the 
lessons to make sense 
of our world today
AS THE centenary of 
the Russian Revolution 
progresses, shelves in 
bookshops are beginning to 
groan under the weight of 
books about 1917.

Some of these are openly 
hostile to the revolution, 
arguing that Stalin’s 
dictatorship was inevitable 
and any attempt to build an 
alternative to capitalism is 
doomed to fail. 

But Dave Sherry’s new 
book stands out because it is 
one of the few that is written 
by a revolutionary socialist. 

It has the explicit aim of 
learning the lessons of 1917 
for the fight for socialism 
today. As Dave writes, “It 
aims to show that what 
began in 1917 is unfinished 
business.”

It begins with the strike 
by women workers on 
International Women’s 
Day 1917 that started the 
revolution, leading to the fall 
of the Tsar a few days later. 

Whole 
Throughout the book there 
is a focus on the role of the 
workers “who, for a time, 
became the freest people in 
the whole world”. 

Unlike those who see the 
events of 1917 as a coup, this 
book celebrates the central 
role of working people.

We see this in the account 
of the start of the revolution, 
as thousands of women 
march through the capital 
Petrograd, bringing the city 
to a halt. 

As police blocked the 
bridges, women slid down 
the river banks and crossed 
the ice, then blocked the 
tram tracks encouraging tram 
drivers to join the strike. 
They even persuaded Cossack 
troops not to fire on the 
demonstrations.

The spontaneity of 
February led to workers 
creating organisations to 
drive the revolution forward. 

These workers’ councils, or 
soviets, are at the heart of the 

book because they were the 
heart of the revolution—the 
democratic core that laid the 
basis for a socialist society. 

Dave explains how the 
soviets had first appeared 
during the 1905 failed 
revolution. In 1917 they 
took root in factories and 
workplaces, towns and cities. 

By May there were  
300 soviets, 600 in August 
and by the October Revolution 
there were over 900. In them 
workers, soldiers and peasants 
discussed their revolution, 

organised themselves and 
their workplaces. Dave writes 
“It remains the biggest social 
movement the world has ever 
seen.”

Oppressed
An important focus of this 
book is how the revolution 
was a festival of the 
oppressed. 

Dave explores the way that 
women were at the heart of 
the events, and how they won 
rights to abortion and divorce 
that took decades to arrive 
elsewhere. 

For the first time in 
1917 homosexuality was 
decriminalised. Dave quotes 
a leading Russian psychiatrist 
saying, “Women in Soviet 
Russia may legally take men’s 
names and live as men”.

But all these gains were 
destroyed by the isolation 
of the revolution and the 
Stalinist counter-revolution. 

At the heart of Dave’s 
book is a celebration of the 
revolution, but he puts it 
within the wider context of 
a world gripped by war and 
economic crisis.  

Today, we face 
environmental disaster, 
economic crisis, war and 
oppression. 

The argument for socialism 
has never been so important. 
This wonderful book tells the 
history of 1917 in order for us 
to win in the 21st century. 

As Dave writes, 
“Revolutions that are defeated 
are soon forgotten but not the 
Russian Revolution. 

“No one can make sense 
of our world without 
understanding it.”

Martin Empson

SPEECH BY Lenin (unknown artist)

READ MORE
Russia 1917: Workers’ 
revolution and the Festival 
of the Oppressed 
by Dave Sherry, £12.99

lAvailable from Bookmarks 
Bookshop 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

It aims to  
show that what 
began in 1917  
is unfinished 
business

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION
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 Labour pledges workers’ rights policies
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE DIFFERENCE between 
what’s on offer at the gen-
eral election from the Tories 
and Labour was underlined 
last week over workers’ 
rights. 

Labour issued a 20-point 
programme of improvements. 

The Tories—after seven 
years of ruthlessly attack-
ing workers—gave one half-
promise to make things 
slightly better. Possibly.  

Theresa May said the pen-
sions regulator would get 
new powers to veto takeo-
vers of companies if the deal 
would strip funds from retire-
ment schemes. But there 
would be no guarantee the 
power would be used.

Pledges
Labour’s pledges include a 
ban on zero hours contracts, 
repeal of the Trade Union Act 
that was fully implemented 
two months ago, and four 
new bank holidays. 

Labour says it will give all 
workers equal rights from 
day one, whether part time 
or full time, temporary or 
permanent. At present some 

rights start from day one, 
some after a month, some 
after eight weeks and some 
only after two years with the 
same employer.

Under Labour employ-
ment tribunal fees would 

be scrapped, protections for 
women against unfair redun-
dancy strengthened and paid  
paternity leave doubled to 
four weeks. 

But if these pledges are to 
transform conditions it will 

need more than tinkering 
with the present situation. 

Years of Tory rule and pre-
vious Blairite policies have 
had a long term effect on 
workers’ conditions and pay. 

It is not simply a case of 

reversing the latest policies 
but dismantling years of 
attacks on workers.

It’s good to hear that 
Labour will end the public 
sector pay cap. But how big 
will be the pay increases that 
follow?

In local government, for 
example, real pay has fallen by 
around 20 percent since 2009. 
It’s a similar story in the NHS. 

Robbery
That pay robbery—which is 
leading to massive demor-
alisation and staff shortages 
—cannot be regained by 
increases at, or slightly above 
the rate of inflation.  

Getting rid of the anti-
union laws will remove the 
ballot thresholds that make 
large-scale strikes difficult. 

But it would leave in place 
all the other anti-union laws 
about ballots and penalties 
that were passed under the 
Tories from 1980 onwards. 

These have only been 
slightly amended since then.

The trade union and 
Labour left rightly criticised 
Tony Blair’s government for 
leaving intact the Tory anti 
trade union laws. 

A Corbyn-led government  

would have to dismantle them 
completely. Other pledges 
will need to be set out more 
clearly in the manifesto.

On the minimum wage 
there is an important increase 
to £10 an hour. It could 
increase pay for workers in 
more than six million jobs. 
But it’s not wholly clear what 
it means. 

Jeremy Corbyn said that 
the £10 an hour rate would 
be implemented “within 
months” and “for all”.  

But the official pledge 
seems to be at least £10 an 
hour by 2020, and it may not 
apply to workers under 21.

The increase to £10 an 
hour needs to come as soon 
as possible, and apply to all 
workers. 

Every legal gain is to be 
welcomed. Such moves can 
raise the confidence of work-
ers to go further.

But the real issue is 
whether workplace organ-
isation is strengthened 
and trade union militancy  
developed. 

This is the best way to 
defend and extend rights 
at work—by creating and 
strengthening a fighting 
working class. 

NHS WORKERS on strike in 2014  Picture: Guy Smallman
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GREECE, 1967

TRAGEDY OF 
ERRORS

F
IFTY YEARS ago last 
month a group of colo-
nels launched a coup in 
Greece. On 21 April 1967 
they formed a military 
junta, with the backing 

of the monarchy and capitalists, 
which would last seven years.

This power grab was a last resort 
against a rising workers’ movement.

It meant victory for the ruling 
class. Ship owners, bankers, indus-
trialists and construction magnates 
all celebrated. It opened a period in 
which resistance was crushed and 
the ruling class was able to go on 
the offensive.

The day the junta began I was in 
Paris. Straight away there was an 
evening rally with a lot of people, 
not just students. The same thing 
happened in Italy, where there 
were many Greek students. 

In London we occupied the 
Greek embassy just a week into the 
dictatorship, along with the British 
revolutionary left.

By 1967 the ruling class was des-
perate for an alternative to workers 
taking power.

The Greek working class was on 
the march again, after its crushing  
defeat in the civil war of 1944-
1949—when the British intervened, 
brutally putting down the left.

Throughout the 1950s the Greek 
ruling class had sought to modern-
ise the government and develop 
Greek capitalism through the right 
wing National Radical Union (ERE) 
party.

It encountered two problems. 
The first was conflict within the 
ruling class over strategies to deal 
with Cyprus and the old mech-
anisms and institutions of the  
previous period, such as the army.

The second was the resistance 
which was becoming emboldened 
and increasingly confrontational.

Explosion
From 1953, and particularly from 
1956, there was an explosion of 
struggle. For a lot of people, the 
hope that seemed to have been 
killed off by the end of the civil war 
was reborn.

These two factors led to an 
unexpected electoral success for 
the United Democratic Left (EDA), 
largely an electoral front for the 
banned Communist Party.

This brought a new enthusiasm 
that fuelled the workers’ struggles 
and their struggles for democracy. 
It also brought the student move-
ment back into the frontline. 

A second explosion of the move-
ment in 1963, sparked by the 
murder of left wing MP Georgios 
Lambrakis, saw ERE effectively 
destroyed electorally.

The small social democratic 
party Centre Union, led by Georgios 
Papandreou, won the 1964 elec-
tion. Before then it had just 20 MPs. 

The Centre Union hoped to fill 
the void left by ERE at the same 
time as controlling the labour 
movement. It leaned on the left in 
order to govern.

And large sections of the left gave 
Papandreou a chance, hoping that 
supporting the centre would win 
some concessions and influence.

But right wingers tried to force 
their way into Papandreou’s 
government.

The king vetoed Papandreou’s 
cabinet in July 1965. In response, 

there was an explosion of anger and 
people rose up.

For 70 days a mass movement, 
known as the “July Days”, raged in 
the streets.

The ruling class realised that 
the only way to halt the momen-
tum of the movement was through 
Papandreou and his social demo-
cratic project.

Within the space of 70 days 
Papandreou moved a great dis-
tance—from defiance to arguing 
that protesters should avoid creat-
ing problems. 

T
HE CENTRE Union put 
down strikes and demon-
strations, and put a huge 
effort into getting people 
off the streets.

Two critical years 
passed with neither ERE nor Centre 
Union able to offer a way out of the 
crisis. This opened the way for the 
army, the palace and their allies.

When the dictatorship formed, 
the EDA leadership was caught nap-
ping.  It had told people not to worry, 
promising there would be no coup.

In 1965 the working class had 

been almost in open revolt. By pull-
ing back its own forces the left gave 
the other side an opportunity to 
counter attack.

After the coup, the junta moved 
quickly to crack down on workers, 
increase the profitability of Greek 
capitalism and confirm the Greek 
state’s control of Cyprus.

Composer Mikis Theodorakis and 
others created the National Anti-
Dictatorship Front. New organisa-
tions came out against the junta. 

Some were inspired by the rev-
olutionaries Che Guevara, Mao 
Zedong or Leon Trotsky.

Revolutionary
The revolutionary left, although 
small, would go on to spark the 
Polytechnic uprising in 1973. 

This saw universities occupied 
across Athens in a roar of defiance 
to the junta. Tanks were sent onto 
campuses to crush opposition, kill-
ing student protesters.

The crew of a Greek navy ship 
mutinied against the junta, which 
was divided on how to deal with 
this resistance. The final straw was 
the junta-backed coup in Cyprus 
on 15 July 1974, which resulted in 
Turkey invading the island and its 
eventual partition.

The lessons of the coup still have 
enormous significance. It showed 
that the left should not agree con-
cessions with capitalist parties. 

This debate has reopened today 
with Syriza in government.

That party thought it could gain 
power by getting elected. It cannot. 
The alternative is the strategy of 
workers’ revolution, the overthrow 
of the capitalist state and its replace-
ment by workers’ councils.

Maria Styllou is editor of Socialism 
From Below magazine. This is an 
edited translation of an interview 
carried out by Socialist Worker’s 
Greek sister newspaper Workers 
Solidarity. Thanks to Eleni Lambi  
Sotiris and Andriána Sotiris

Two of the coup leaders, Stylianos Pattakos and George Papadopoulos  

A ‘diabolical 
plan’ helped 
by the CIA
THE COUP leaders placed tanks 
in strategic positions around 
the capital Athens, and arrested 
a list of over 10,000 potential 
opponents.

Military police chief Ioannis 
Ladis called it “a simple, diabolical 
plan”. “Within twenty minutes 
every politician, every man, every 
anarchist who was listed could be 
rounded up,” he explained.

Greece was an ally of the 
West in the Cold War—a conflict 
supposedly about freedom. But 
the US backed the junta.

When US ambassador Phillips 
Talbot called the coup “a rape of 
democracy”, John M Maury, CIA 
station chief in Athens, answered, 
“How can you rape a whore?”

The junta relied on a layer 
of the Greek elite that had run 
a puppet state during the Nazi 
occupation.

Today the Nazi party Golden 
Dawn continues the vile tradition.

Students during the Polytechnic uprising in 1973  

By pulling back 
its own forces, 
the left gave the 
enemy a chance 
to counter attack

‘‘ 

Fifty years ago last week Maria Styllou 
occupied the Greek embassy in London 
to protest against a new dictatorship in 
Greece. She looks at the causes of the 
military coup and its lessons for today
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IN BRIEF 

Fujitsu walkouts  
over cost-cutting
IT SERVICES workers at 
Fujitsu were set to strike 
at sites across Britain on 
Thursday and Friday this 
week in their continuing fight 
against bosses’ cost-cutting.

They have called for 
supporters to hold solidarity 
protests outside branches of 
the Sainsbury’s supermarket 
chain on the strike days.

Sainsbury’s owns Home 
Retail Group and Argos which 
both use Fujitsu to supply IT 
Services. 
lDownload the workers’ leaflet 
at bit.ly/2oPTKA7 and tell them 
about your protest at support@
ourunion.org.uk

Cleaners vote for 
action again at LSE
OUTSOURCED workers at 
the LSE university in London 
have voted for strikes to 
demand the same pay, terms 
and conditions as workers 
employed directly by LSE.

The United Voices of the 
World union members are set 
to strike on 11 May and then 
will organise weekly strikes 
thereafter. 
lGo to bit.ly/2layIdq to donate 
to the cleaners’ strike fund

Tenants to protest 
at One Housing
TENANTS OF the One 
Housing housing association 
and their supporters were set 
to protest on 6 May at 11am 
outside the association’s 
offices in east London.

The tenants are fighting a 
40 percent rent hike, which 
would force many people out 
of their homes.

A majority of the tenants 
are withholding the extra rent.
lOne Housing’s offices are 
located at Suttons Wharf South, 
44 Palmers Rd, London E2 0TA

Worst maintenance 
award goes to...
SOME 50 people held an 
alternative award ceremony 
outside the annual black tie 
Housing Association Awards 
at the posh Lancaster Hotel 
next to Hyde Park in London. 

Awards handed out 
included worst maintenance 
record. 

Meanwhile housing 
association bosses tried 
to shuffle in unnoticed as 
furious tenants gave them a 
piece of their mind.

Give us back our 
library, Labour
DEFEND THE 10 library 
campaigners in Lambeth, 
south London, dressed up 
as Bob the Builder outside 
a leisure centre run by 
Greenwich Leisure Limited 
(GLL) last Saturday. 

Their message to Lambeth 
Labour council and GLL was 
“call off the diggers”. 

GLL is set to dig out the 
basement at Carnegie Library, 
which was occupied for  
ten days last year, and install  
a gym that nobody wants.

May Day marchers 
fight austerity cuts
TRADE UNIONISTS took to 
the streets last bank holiday 
weekend to mark international 
workers’ day. Around 1,000 
marched in Glasgow and 
over 2,000 in London. 

There were over 700 people 
marching on Huddersfield 
TUC’s May Day march for 
the NHS. The numbers were 
swollen by supporters of the 
campaign to stop the closure of 
the local A&E.

June, a retired community 
worker, said the march was 
“very heartening”.  

She said, “It seemed more 
radical and more united than 
previous A&E demos.”

Some places held their first 
May Day events for years. 
Notts trades council held the 

first May Day rally in Mansfield 
since the 1984-5 Miners’ Strike 
and drew a crowd of hundreds.

In Barnsley over 100 took 
part in the trades council’s 
march and rally—themed 
around “Barnsley needs a pay 
rise”. 

Poverty
As trades council secretary 
Dave Gibson said, “Average 
pay in Barnsley is 9 percent 
lower than the national 
average. Trade unionists 
locally are fed up with poverty 
pay.”

Two Durham teaching 
assistants (TAs) spoke at the 
rally in Barnsley—the first time 
they have spoken in public.  
They got a standing ovation for 

their powerful account of how 
they are fighting threatened 
pay cuts by the Durham 
Labour-led county council.

Delegations of TAs from 
Durham also attended events 
in Manchester, Lancaster and 
Newcastle.

Hundreds of people 
marched through Leeds 
backing the theme of Make 
May Day Pay Day as part of the 
campaign for a £10 an hour 
minimum wage. 

The previous day some 
150 trade unionists marked 
Workers’ Memorial Day by 
unveiling a new memorial with 
the inscription “Remember the 
Dead but Fight for the Living”.
lThanks to everyone who sent 
in pictures and reports

PART OF the international workers’ day march in Leeds last Saturday Picture: Neil terry

Mark Regev not welcome
HUNDREDS OF students 
and other pro-Palestinians 
protested outside the School 
of Oriental and African 
Studies (Soas) last Thursday, 
as Israeli ambassador Mark 
Regev spoke inside.

They were rallying in 
defiance of an attempt by 
pro-Israeli organisations 
to provoke and intimidate 
Palestine solidarity activists.

Regev’s invite came as 
Palestinian societies at 
universities across Britain 
face attempts to shut down 
their events.

But around 400 people 
rallied on the steps outside 
Soas’ main building in 
central London chanting and 
cheering loudly, and waving 
Palestinian flags.

Speaking to the protest 

Soas student union co-
president Ali said, “It warms 
our hearts to see the Soas 
community here today.

“We do not accept Mark 
Regev on this campus.”

Regev’s visit was 
a carefully planned 
provocation. There is strong 
support for Palestinians 
at Soas, which was one of 
the first universities where 
students and workers 
voted to support the BDS 
movement.

Soas management 
agreed that the Israeli 
embassy would be in charge 
of security for the event. 
It meant that Regev was 
accompanied by armed 
embassy guards.
Nick Clark
lLonger online bit.ly/2oPPeBE

MAY DAY

CAR WORKERS

BMW walkout for pensions
THE WORKERS who make 
Mini cars protested last 
Saturday outside the posh 
showroom in Park Lane, west 
London, where they are sold.

Some 6,000 Unite union 
members are fighting BMW 
Group’s attack on their 

pensions. After two strikes at 
plants in Cowley and Swindon 
last month, walkouts were set 
this week for Hams Hall engine 
plant on Wednesday and Rolls-
Royce in Goodwood on Friday.
lSend messages of support at 
bit.ly/2onfnmd

PALESTINIAN LIBERATION

Workers protesting in Park Lane last Saturday
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SCHOOLS

Fresh strike at Forest Hill
By SADIE ROBINSON

NUT UNION members at 
Forest Hill School were set 
to strike on Wednesday 
this week. The workers 
are fighting a planned 
£1.3 million cuts package 
that Labour-run Lewisham 
council is trying to impose.

The walkout follows a 
two-day strike last week, 
and a 24-hour strike the 
week before. Over 100 
Forest Hill teachers, parents 
and others marched in 
Lewisham last month 
to oppose the cuts.

Forest Hill teacher 
Sharon told Socialist 
Worker, “The cuts 
they want are so 
deep that the school 
won’t survive. The 
government has 
got to stop 
them so we 
can deliver 
education.”

NUT rep Joe 
added, “It’s 
great to see NUT 

members becoming more 
confident. We need to be as 
the Tories have put grammar 
schools at the heart of 
their education policy.

“I’d support bigger 
coordinated strikes. The 
cuts in our borough are 
part of a national policy.”
lSolidarity messages to 
membsec@lewisham.nut.org.uk

nTHE NUT union suspended 
a planned strike at Corelli 
College in Greenwich, south 
east London, last week.

The governing body 
agreed to withdraw 

compulsory redundancies 
and to negotiate with 
the union about cuts 
and workload. The NUT 

has said it will return to 
action if there is 
no agreement.

A 48-hour 
strike at 
Plumstead 
Manor School, 
also in 
Greenwich, 
went ahead 
last week.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Fury as bosses ban a union meeting
WORKERS AT Manchester 
Metropolitan University 
were furious after bosses 
banned the UCU union 
from holding a meeting 
on campus last week.

The union said the ban 
was an “unprecedented 
and worrying move”. The 
student union stepped 
in to host the meeting.

UCU members are 
fighting plans to slash 
jobs at the university. 

Jobs
Over 160 academic staff 
at the Crewe campus 
could lose their jobs as 
bosses want it to close 
in August 2019. They 
have refused to rule out 
compulsory redundancies.

UCU members at the 
university’s Crewe and 
Manchester campuses 
are balloting for strikes. 
The ballot ends on 
Monday of next week.

The UCU has pointed out 
that the university has nearly 
£400 million in reserves. 

nTHE UCU union called 
off a planned two-day 
strike at the University 
of Brighton last week. 

Union members were 
in dispute over attacks 
on jobs, pay, conditions—
and their union. Bosses 
had said that they would 
choose which issues to 
negotiate with the union on, 
effectively derecognising it.

The union said it now 
believes it has succeeded 
in defending agreements 
already in place and 
the right to negotiate 

over future changes.
Bosses have committed to 

reinstating some promotions 
and to commission an 
external review into 
planned demotions in 
the School of Computing, 
Engineering and Maths.

The deal also removes 
the threat of compulsory 
redundancies at the 
Grand Parade site.

An e-ballot of workers 
ends on Friday. 

The union’s coordinating 
committee is recommending 
acceptance.

New privatisation threat
THE GOVERNMENT 
rushed through the Higher 
Education and Research Act 
last Wednesday. The bill 
paves the way for privately-
run universities in Britain.

The government accepted 
changes to its plans to 
open up the sector to new 
providers. But the Act still 
means that private providers 

could offer qualifications 
using public funds.

UCU general secretary 
Sally Hunt said the 
concessions represented 
a “minor detour” for the 
government. She said 
that “long term plans to 
marketise the sector” and to 
bring in “for-profit colleges” 
were still in place.Striking against the cuts
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Solid picket lines on 
Northern rail strike
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

OVER 1,000 Northern rail 
train guards and drivers 
union struck last Friday.  

The RMT union members 
are resisting bosses’ attempts 
to undermine safety with 
moves to extend driver only 
operation (DOO).

Bosses at Arriva Rail North 
want to introduce new DOO 
trains and halve the number 
of trains with a guarantee of 
a guard on them. 

They want to do this on a 
network where around two 
thirds of its 527 stations are 
unstaffed.

Steve Shaw, a  RMT 
national executive member, 
said, “Pickets were rock solid 
across the network with no 
reports of any RMT members 
crossing picket lines.”

Joined
Steve said that at Wigan, 
where he is based, more driv-
ers in the Aslef union joined 
the picket.

During previous walkouts 
drivers joined the RMT, while 
also keeping their Aslef mem-
bership so they could join the 
strike.

He also added that a meet-
ing of Aslef members was due 
to take place last Sunday.

Many want to be balloted 
for strikes alongside their 

RMT colleagues. Steve said, 
“If this does not come to frui-
tion I am told a large number 
are also taking up dual mem-
bership in order to join our 
fight against DOO.”

The RMT executive was set 
to meet as Socialist Worker 
went to press to discuss 

future action. The Tories have 
decided DOO should be the 
default operating method. 

Northern is one of a 
number of current disputes in 
defence of train guards and 
against DOO. 

Workers on Northern, 
Southern and Merseyrail 

struck together last month.
Northern driver and RMT 

member Tommy called on 
“all organisations and indi-
viduals to join our campaign 
in whatever way they can—
you’ll be welcome”.
lMore online at  
bit.ly/2pOLG2T

ANTHONY GRAINGER INQUIRY 

Investigators didn’t know 
about shooters’ meeting  
THE IPCC police watchdog 
was unaware of a meeting 
between Mark Duggan’s 
killer and the cop that shot 
Anthony Grainger, a public 
inquiry heard last week. 

Anthony was shot dead 
by a firearms officer in 
Culcheth, Cheshire, on  
3 March 2012.

Mark Bergmanski was 
the lead investigator of the 
IPCC investigation. He told 
the inquiry, “I have only 
been made aware since I 
read through the transcripts 
of the inquiry.”

Authorised Firearms 
Officers and V53, the officer 
who short Mark Duggan 
in north London in 2011, 
arranged a meeting for 
8 March. 

The inquiry was shown 

an email from Mr Cousen, 
the senior investigating 
officer of Operation Shire.

It said, “With the latest 
developments with the Mark 
Duggan case I believe that 
it would be prudent to liaise 
with the senior investigating 
officer to establish how and 
what they presented in their 
statements before I present 
mine.”

No minutes or records of 
the meeting were made. 

Bergmanski told the 
inquiry that “transparency 
should have been at the 
foremost of what they did”.

Closing remarks for the 
inquiry will be heard on  
17 and 18 May. 
Eleanor Claxton-Mayer
lLonger version on 
socialistworker.co.uk

AROUND 250 people joined a protest last Wednesday called by the RMT outside parliament 
in London. It marked a year of struggle over DOO on the Southern rail network by train 
guards who have struck 30 days  Picture: Guy Smallman

LONDON UNDERGROUND 

Station walkout to defend 
‘London Bridge 3’ workers
RMT UNION members 
working on London 
Underground were set 
to strike for 24 hours 
from 10pm on Sunday.

The walkout by staff at 
London Bridge station is in 
defence of colleagues, the 
London Bridge Three.

One of them was sacked 
and two others disciplined 
for an incident last year 
involving a passenger 
travelling without a ticket. 

They have been targeted 
in what the union describes 
as an “appalling miscarriage 
of justice”.

The RMT held separate 

ballots of workers in the 
London Bridge and Waterloo 
areas. But only the London 
Bridge group will be striking 
despite both recording 
overwhelming strike votes.

This is because the 
Waterloo result did not 
meet new ballot thresholds 
outlined in the Tories’ Trade 
Union Act. 

Support for a strike can 
often be much higher than a 
ballot turnout. 

But with the new 
draconian rules this is a 
lesson to all trade unionists 
not to abstain from voting—
and to maximise the vote.

TRANSPORT

CABIN CREW

Don’t let BA bosses ground 
dispute with ‘insulting’ deal
AFTER A month of talks, 
British Airways “mixed 
fleet” cabin crew are 
voting on an offer some 
describe as “insulting”.

The offer includes only 
small concessions on poverty 
pay, the issue they walked 
out over. It will mean a year’s 
loss of staff travel allowance 
for those who struck—a 
punishment for striking.

But while the talks have 
achieved little for workers, 
bosses used them to delay 
strikes at a crucial moment. 

It meant there was no 

disruption during the crucial 
Easter period. It also meant 
the dispute has begun to lose 
momentum. Some strikers 
have left the firm in disgust at 
their treatment.

But the deal has gone down 
very badly on the workers’ 
online forum. Their Unite 
union is recommending it, but 
there is a chance it could be 
rejected.

This would send a clear 
message to both bosses and 
union officials that the strikers 
are still up for a fight—not for 
accepting a punishment.

YASSAR YAQUB

Protesters demand justice
OVER 120 people marched 
on Huddersfield police 
station after attending 
a vigil organised by the 
Justice for Yassar Yaqub 
campaign last Saturday.  

Yassar, a young man from 
the West Yorkshire town, was 
gunned down by the police 
on the M62 in January. 

Many campaigners 

are concerned the police 
and the authorities are 
prevaricating and delaying 
their investigations. 

The toothless Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) said last 
week that the case could 
take up to four years to 
resolve. 
Martin Jones

LGBT+

AROUND 100 people joined 
a service last Sunday on 
the 18th anniversary of the 
homophobic nail bombing of 
the Admiral Duncan pub in 
Soho, central London.

Three people died in the 
Admiral Duncan bombing.

Nazi David Copeland 
set off three bombs in 
April 1999, targeting Asian, 

black and LGBT+ people in 
London. 

nOVER 200 protested in 
solidarity with LGBT+ people 
in Chechnya in Nottingham 
last Friday. 

There have been reports 
of gay men being rounded up 
in Chechnya in the Russian 
Federation. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

AROUND 150 people spelled 
out “Trump and May climate 
disaster” in giant letters on 
central London’s Westminster 
Bridge last Saturday.

It was called by the 
Campaign against Climate 

Change in solidarity with 
tens of thousands marching 
in Washington DC. At 
another protest in Kirklees, 
West Yorkshire, speakers 
emphasised the importance 
an anti-Trump movement. 

CINEMA WORKERS 

Support for Picturehouse 
workers in latest walkout  
CINEMA workers  
walked out across five 
Picturehouse sites in London 
on Monday and joined the 
May Day demonstration. 

Their demands include 
maternity, paternity and 
sick pay, the living wage of 
£9.75 an hour and union 
recognition. The Bectu 
section of the Prospect union 
is only recognised at the 
Ritzy site in south London. 

Ben, a rep from the East 
Dulwich site, spoke to the 
May Day crowds gathered in 
Trafalgar Square. 

“We have six sites 
involved in the dispute now 
and 300 members,” he said. 

The Duke of York cinema 
in Brighton is in dispute but 
didn’t strike. 

After the May Day march 
finished in Trafalgar Square, 
workers and their supporters 

marched to the Picturehouse 
Central sight in Piccadilly. 

Andrea, a rep at the site, 
said over the megaphone, 
“We’re not just here for 
the living wage, we’re here 
because we want a fair 
society.”

Local supporters of 
the strikes held solidarity 
protests outside both the 
Crouch End and Hackney 
sites. 

“Our strike is strong and 
it is growing,” said Ben. “And 
with your help it will win.”

Workers plan to protest 
outside parent company 
Cineworld’s AGM.  
Alistair Farrow 
lProtest at the AGM, 
Wandsworth Cineworld, 
Wandsworth High Street, 
London SW18 4TF. 
Longer version on 
socialistworker.co.uk 
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 COLLEGE STRIKE  
 PRESSURES SNP
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

OVER 4,600 lecturers 
across 20 further education 
colleges in Scotland were 
set to strike on Wednesday 
this week after walking out 
last Thursday. They have 
a simple message to their 
employers—“honour the 
deal” agreed 13 months ago.

EIS-Fela union members 
took action last week from 
Galashiels in the south to the 
Orkney and Shetland Islands 
in the north.

In the Northern Isles work-
ers protested against bosses 
who have rejected national 
bargaining. 

The strike saw big, angry 
picket lines. Bosses’ group 
Colleges Scotland brazenly 
claimed the union was “stand-
ing between lecturers and an 
average pay rise of 9 percent”.

Lecturers
EIS-Fela president and West 
College lecturer John Kelly 
told Socialist Worker, “I work 
in one of the biggest colleges 
and lecturers here will get a 
1 percent rise in pay.” For 
many others it’s also a lot less 
than 9 percent.

Pickets at Edinburgh 
College “were bigger than 
ever”, union branch secretary 
Penny Gower said.

She told Socialist Worker, 
“Colleges Scotland accuse 
us of being greedy lecturers. 
That’s a bit rich coming from 
those that have trousered 
away public money.”

Bosses think an agreement 
with the union isn’t worth the 
paper it’s written on. 

After a one-day strike 
in March last year, bosses 
agreed to address the 
£12,000 a year gap between 
the lowest and highest paid 
lecturers doing the same job. 
Colleges Scotland members 

are responsible for this gap.
The 2016 deal agreed to 

harmonise conditions by 
October last year. 

But now bosses want cuts 
to annual leave, preparation 
and marking time, and an 
increase in teaching hours.

A Glasgow Clyde College 
striker told Socialist Worker, 

“We’re under siege—work-
load is spiralling out of 
control. We’re now being 
asked to do work previously 
done by support assistants. 

“Management have deci-
mated their numbers.”

This is the impact of years 
of college mergers presided 
over by the Scottish National 

Party (SNP). These saw staff, 
student and course cuts while 
bosses squirrelled away mil-
lions—and some filled their 
own pockets. 

Workers are still waiting 
for the full return to national 
bargaining they were prom-
ised by the SNP in 2011.

Protest
That’s why strikers trav-
elled from Glasgow, Fife, 
Lanarkshire and Paisley to 
protest with their Edinburgh 
colleagues at the Scottish 
parliament. 

They want SNP leader 
Nicola Sturgeon to intervene. 
About 400 chanted, “Nicola, 
Nicola hear us say—all we 
want is equal pay.”

Wednesday was set to be 
the second of 12 walkouts 
called by the union. Lecturers 
are then set to escalate to 
two strike days a week then 
three-day strikes every week 
throughout May.

Every SNP candidate 
should be asked why their 
party is not on the side of the 
workers. 

Solidarity from other 
workers can boost strikers’ 
confidence to keep escalating 
action until they win. 

STRIKERS TRAVELLED to Edinburgh to protest outside the Scottish parliament  Picture: Duncan Brown

 Protests called as part of fightback against vicious Tory education cuts
THE BATTLE to stop Tory 
education cuts is growing. 

Some five Saturday 
protests are set up across 
England in Bristol, 
Sheffield, Leamington, 
Lancaster and Newcastle 
before the general election. 

In London, Lambeth and 
Wandsworth NUT branches 
have called protests 
on Thursday 18 May.

Teachers and parents in 
east London have called a 
“Big School Assembly” on 
24 May. It will be a chance 
for people to come together 
and discuss how to build 
resistance to the cuts.

Other areas, including 
Sheffield and Brent in 
north west London, 
have set up Education 
Question Times where 

parliamentary candidates 
can be grilled on their 
education policies.

Several other branches, 
including Lewisham, 
Islington, Hackney and 
Richmond, backed the 18 
May protest last week.

Parents and teachers 
rallied against cuts in 
Moss Side, Manchester, 
last Saturday.

Slash
The government’s fair 
funding formula will see 
schools in England losing 
£3 billion a year by 2020. 

The Tories also want 
schools to slash another 
£3 billion by 2019-20. 

Jeremy Corbyn 
told the NAHT head 
teachers’ conference that 

Labour would reverse 
that cut if elected.

But many schools are 
already making plans to 
cut costs. Selly Oak Trust 
School in Birmingham 
plans to slash two and a 
half hours’ teaching time 
from children each week.

The school wrote 
to parents last week 
explaining that the school 
day will be 30 minutes 
shorter from September.

Parent Steve told 
Socialist Worker, “This 
is a special school for 
children with moderate 
educational needs. If 
anybody needs extra help, 
it’s children like my lad.

“They often skirt around 
cuts by saying they’re 
going to make efficiencies. 

But this will have a direct 
impact. Two and a half 
hours a week is not trivial.”

It’s not the only school 
planning drastic changes 
due to lack of funding.

Redland Green School 
in Bristol wrote to parents 
in March to warn that 

funding was at “a critical 
level”. The letter suggested 
that parents could set up 
a £10 a month direct debit 
to support the school.

Several schools in 
London have already 
seen strikes to stop cuts. 
They have shown that it 

is possible to win parents’ 
support and build broad-
based campaigns. 

A sustained campaign, 
including strikes by school 
workers on a bigger 
scale, has the power to 
stop the cuts. The money 
is there for schools. 

As Steve said, the 
government should “stop 
dropping bombs on people 
in foreign countries and 
stop giving enormous tax 
breaks to rich people”.

“It strikes me that my 
kids, some of the most 
vulnerable people, are 
being punished while it’s 
tax breaks all round for 
the non doms,” he added. 

“They see non-voting 
kids as a soft target.”
Sadie RobinsonBig parents meetings have shown the mood for a fightback P
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