
RAIL, POST, WATER

TAKE THEM 
 OFF THE
 FAT CATS

Labour’s Jeremy 
Corbyn is right to 
call for renationali-
sation of the rail, 
water  and post 
services.

These industries 
were stolen from us 
by the Tories and 
handed to their rich 
friends.

Labour’s mani-
fes to  says  they 
should be back in 
public ownership 
and that privatisa-
tion has been a dis-
aster for workers.

It’s time to tax the 
rich for the NHS and 
education. It’s time 
to fight for a society 
where people come 
before profit.

Le t ’ s  p ro te s t , 
s t r ike  and vote 
against the Tories.

lBACK CORBYN–VOTE LABOUR
lVOTE LEFT IN SCOTLAND
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MEDIA

Who’s pulling the 
strings? Behind 
the spin and lies
THE MAINSTREAM media 
is out to get Corbyn. They 
attack anyone with a left wing 
agenda because they support 
the system and benefit from it.

The media’s role in 
capitalist society is to 
reinforce the ideas which 
underpin the system.

We lift the lid on how they 
do it.
>>Pages 10&11

HEALTH SERVICE

Hack attack 
exposes deep 
Tory cuts to NHS
HOSPITALS ARE reeling 
after a weekend of chaos 
caused by Tory cuts and 
a dangerous weapon 
developed by the US.

A cyber-attack blocked 
access to computers at over 
60 NHS organisations. 

Health workers tell 
Socialist Worker that years 
of budget cuts are to blame. 
>>Page 7

GREECE

Adults in the 
room—Greece’s 
bailout blackmail
WORKERS ACROSS Greece 
struck on Wednesday—
against more austerity that a 
radical left government was 
elected two years ago to end.

Adults in the Room, a new 
book by the then finance 
minister Yanis Varoufakis, 
seeks to explain how it failed.
>>Pages 14&15



THE TORY manifesto set to be 
released this week is a promise 
to continue attacks on the whole 
working class.

Theresa May’s claim that it is the 
“greatest extension of rights and 
protections” for workers “by any 
Conservative government in history” 
is a transparent sham. 

In the bosses’ Financial Times 
(FT) newspaper she said the Tories 
will be the “unashamed voice of 
ordinary working people”—at the 
same time as “an evangelist for the 
entrepreneurs”.

May will “enhance workers’ 
rights” by legislating so that workers 
can take time off if their child dies, 
and request unpaid leave for train-
ing or to care for a family member. 

Most workers will be unable to 
afford long periods of unpaid time 
off work.

Those in need of care should be 
able to get it from the NHS, not 
forced to rely on the goodwill of rel-
atives. But social care funding was 
slashed by £4.6 billion under the last 
Tory government.

Burden
The burden of such care falls dispro-
portionately on women, who could 
face yet more discrimination in the 
workplace as a result.

The Tories will “ensure that there 
is representation for workers on 
company boards”.  If this meant 
putting a token worker in the board-
room it would be little enough.

But the FT reassured its readers 
that “listed companies will not have 

to appoint a workers’ representative 
directly to their board”.

Instead they could “designate a 
non-executive director” to advocate 
on behalf of the employees they are 
exploiting.

The Tories will not ban zero hours 
contracts. They will not push for a 
£10 an hour minimum wage, but 
stick with their phoney National 
Living Wage “to the advantages of 
employers”.

May’s commitment to workers’ 
rights means “preventing pointless 
red tape and keeping corporation 

tax low”—a gift to the bosses. It also 
means sticking with the increased 
fees to take your boss to an employ-
ment tribunal, which has seen a 
70 percent drop in cases since it was 
introduced in 2013.

And of course there’s the dra-
conian Trade Union Act that May 
voted for and the Tory government 
rammed through in an attempt to 
curtail workers’ right to strike.

TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady shamefully missed the 
point, hailing May’s “promising set 
of commitments”.

A dispute at one London restau-
rant (see below) shows the reality 
of working life under the Tories—
and May wants to roll it back even 
further.

The only way to defend and 
improve workers’ rights is to fight 
the Tories—by voting them out on 
8 June and by taking action our-
selves to resist their attacks.

Sacked for wanting wages at a workplace in Tory Britain
by ALISTAIR FARROW

ELEVEN WORKERS fired by 
swanky restaurant Beach 
Blanket Babylon (BBB) in 
Shoreditch, east London, 
have been holding nightly 
protests outside it since 
management sacked them 
illegally last week.

Workers grew tired of 
bosses withholding their 
pay.

When they confronted a 
manager about it they were 
fired with no notice. 

Shoreditch BBB manager 
Tim rang one worker up 
after the protests had 

begun to harangue him, 
“What’s your problem? 
Well, shut up then.”

Workers’ payslips and 
bank statements seen by 
Socialist Worker show that 
pay slips were being issued 
before workers were paid. 

“I never received my 
money the same day as my 
payslip,” said Mido. “When 
the third payslip comes we 
would only just be getting 
money from the first one.

“They’d pay me a couple 
of hundred here and there, 
and £300 when I told them 
I needed to pay rent.” 

When the workers 
challenged senior manager 

Gillian Anderson-Price, 
she patronised them, in a 
recording heard by Socialist 
Worker. Anderson-Price 
said, “I know you don’t 
understand it.”

Mido also told Socialist 
Worker that the service 
charge doesn’t go to 
workers and he was never 
paid sick pay.

Meanwhile, BBB’s owner 
Robert Newmark lives in 
an opulent mansion in 
Hampstead.

The Tories preside over 
the behaviour of bosses 
like Newmark—and must 
answer to the workers they 
keep in poverty.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker@
Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW

‘‘WHAT WE SAY
‘The fat cats keep 
the money and us lot 
get nothing! I want 
my Disability Living 
Allowance to come 
back. I can’t live on 
£100 a month. They 
just took it all away 
from me.’
Cathy, a benefit claimant with 
learning disabilities who confronted 
Theresa May in Abingdon Market

‘If the Tories get 
another term, there 
will be no NHS as 
we know it. We 
have to lift the pay 
freeze and stop 
privatisation’
Junior doctor Niki Fitzgerald

‘It’s wrong to restrict 
immigration. It is 
scapegoating and it 
divides the working 
class, helping the 
bosses to attack our 
pay and conditions’
Migrant worker Rafel Sanchis-Palop

‘The Tories treated 
our members across 
the civil service with 
contempt by cutting 
more than 110,000 
jobs and closing 
hundreds of offices’
PCS union leader Mark Serwotka 
on the Tories’ claim to be defending 
workers’ rights

Strikers resist the onslaught on public sector jobs
by NICK CLARK

WORKERS AT the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission 
(EHRC) are fighting sackings 
brought on by Tory budget cuts.

EHRC workers in Glasgow 
began a five-day strike on 
Monday—the start of a 
nationwide wave of action after 
Tories slashed EHRC’s budget by 
25 percent.

“The strike has been good so 
far,” one picket told Socialist 
Worker. “We’ve had 100 percent 
of our members out in Glasgow 
and we’ve had lots of support 
from other branches.”

Further walkouts are 
planned in London, Cardiff and 
Manchester.

EHRC sacked eight workers 
in February—a microcosm of 

the widespread job cuts that are 
gutting the public sector.

EHRC, which enforces equality 
and human rights laws, has had 
its funding cut by 70 percent 
since 2010. Strikers say the cuts 

make it harder for them to help 
victims of discrimination and 
human rights abuse.

Members of the PCS union 
have been fighting the latest cuts 
since November—and a number 

of those sacked are union reps.
They received their 

compulsory redundancy notices 
by email while out on strike.

Bosses have refused to 
reinstate the sacked workers 
despite vacancies.

“They hired a recruitment 
agency to fill 47 posts,” the 
striker said. “Our members 
should be redeployed or given 
training to fill those positions. 
But management are being 
intransigent and it seems the 
redundancies are targeted.”

EHRC workers in London are 
set to strike from Monday to 
Friday of next week, followed by 
Cardiff from 29 May-2 June and 
Manchester from 5 June-9 June.
Send messages of support to  
londonbargaining@pcs.org.uk. Donate 
to the fighting fund at bit.ly/2msNH1X

Teachers, parents and pupils marched against Tory school funding cuts in Lancaster on Saturday (see page 20)  Picture: Audrey Glover

May grants workers the 
right to remain exploited

THERESA MAY peddling lies at an election campaign event last week

Farage hounded as anti-racists take on ‘politics of fear’   
FORMER UKIP leader Nigel 
Farage had to face a Stand Up 
To Racism (SUTR) protest on his 
visit to Eastleigh in Hampshire 
on Sunday.

SUTR activists had a busy 
week across Britain campaigning 
to keep racism out of the 
election. A day of action on 
Wednesday saw stalls on high 
streets and selfies with SUTR 
materials in workplaces.

All delegates at the FBU 
union conference in Blackpool 
took part. In Cambridge so did 
election candidates for Labour, 
the Green Party and Lib Dems.

Saturday saw SUTR regional 
summits in Sheffield and 
Manchester. Rapper Zara Sykes 
and Basil Gabbidon from reggae 
band Steel Pulse fired up the 
Manchester summit. 

Asylum seeker Henrietta gave 
a moving description of her 
experiences of racism.

Paula Barker, convenor of the 
Unison union north west region, 
urged campaigners to “go out 
and combat the politics of fear”.

Speakers in Sheffield included 
Moazzam Begg, Mohammed Taj 
and Natalie Bennett.

Rotherham Labour councillor 

Brian Steele called for making 
the election “about the NHS, not 
immigration”.

Pride Agbor spoke about his 
fight against deportation.

A delegation from SUTR also 
took part in a hundreds-strong 
protest outside Yarl’s Wood 
immigration detention centre.

Elsewhere SUTR groups held 
street stalls. SUTR had a stall 
at the Mela festival in Bethnal 
Green, east London, on Sunday.

Another day of action is 
planned on Friday. Contact  
info@standuptoracism.org.uk to 
order leaflets in bulk.

EHRC workers on the picket line in Glasgow

“BBB doesn’t pay me”—workers protest at the restaurant

Protest in Eastleigh  Picture: Jon Woods

IN BRIEF
Councillors’ 
vile tweets
TWO TORY councillors were in hot 
water last week over disgusting 
racist outbursts on social media 
that exposed some of the bigotry 
at the heart of the nasty party.

Nick Harrington was suspended 
from the Conservatives on 
Warwick District Council after 
tweeting on Saturday night that 
Ireland “can keep your f’king 
gypsies”.

Newly elected Stirling 
councillor Robert Davies came 
under fire for tweets implying that 
black people are cannibals who 
carry spears.

No cuts for 
war machine
WHILE THE rest of us face cuts, 
the Tories are splurging on fighter 
planes, warships and tanks.

They promise not only to keep 
military spending at 2 percent 
of national income, but also to 
increase it by 0.5 percent above 
inflation every year.

Defence secretary Michael 
Fallon called himself “passionate 
about defence” and boasted 
about building aircraft carriers.

Pay squeeze 
set to tighten
BOSSES ARE set to continue 
their squeeze on working class 
people’s living standards with the 
worst average pay deals in three 
years, a new survey suggests.

A survey of more than 1,000 
firms by the Chartered Institute of 
Personnel and Development and 
employment agency Adecco was 
published on Monday.

It found that businesses expect 
average pay rises of 1 percent 
this year—down from 1.5 percent 
three months ago.

With inflation now at 
2.7 percent, this would mean 
a real terms pay cut of nearly 
2 percent.

On other pages...
In the Tories’ target towns there’s 
still hope for Labour >>Page 17
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More online
lTories deserve to be evicted 
for empty housing pledge 
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/44599/T

lTories will face no charges 
over election expenses claims 
socialistworker.co.uk/
art/44592/T

lSign up for “Breakfast in Red”, 
our daily morning briefing 
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe
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Rallies hear 
call against 
society for 
the Rich List 
JEREMY CORBYN has kept up 
his tour of rallies for supporters, 
holding several of them mainly in 
Yorkshire last week.

The Labour leader visited 
Leeds and Hebden Bridge in West 
Yorkshire on Monday. 

In Hebden Bridge he spoke to 
an outdoor overflow meeting of 
those who could not get in to a 
packed town hall. Some could not 
even get near that.

It followed visits to Sheffield, 
Morley and York last week.

Anti-fracking activist Kim 
Hunter was at the York rally last 
Wednesday. 

“The thousand-plus crowd was 
young and enthusiastic, chanting 
‘Corbyn, Corbyn, Corbyn,’ and 
‘Tories Out, Corbyn in!’ at every 
pause in his speech,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

Thrall
“Corbyn got the best response 
when he talked about a fair 
solution to the housing crisis and 
creating a society that is not in 
thrall to the people on the Sunday 
Times Rich List.”

She added, “Many people 
contrasted Corbyn’s open air rally 
with the way May sneaked into 
town to talk to the Tory faithful 
the previous day. 

“They won’t let her get away 
with that when she comes back 
on 2 June for Question Time.”

‘If Labour renationalises 
the attacks have to stop’
LABOUR SUPPORTERS and 
activists have reacted to the 
manifesto.

Jayne Linney, a disabled 
person on Pip disability benefit 
told Socialist Worker, “I was 
really impressed with Labour’s 
pledges, especially on disability. 
The Tories don’t really have a leg 
to stand on in comparison.”

Laura Jane, a secondary 
school teacher in Leeds was glad 
of Labour’s plans for a National 
Education Service. She said, “The 
Labour Party are the only ones 
that are going to put money into 
education.

“They believe in education 
from primary school right 
through life. That’s right—
education should be a lifelong 
opportunity.”

And Fleur Patten, a sixth form 
college teacher and Labour Party 
member in Cambridge said, “It’s 
good Labour will scrap tuition 
fees too. I helped two students 
from deprived homes apply for 
university last week.

“But both of them have told 
me they want to withdraw and 

look for work instead because 
they are worried about the debt.”

Oxford postal worker Paul 
Garraway welcomed the promise 
to renationalise Royal Mail.

“In Royal Mail they’re 
attacking our pensions, our 
pay and our conditions,” he 
said. “All this has happened 
since privatisation. If Labour 
renationalise, that has to stop.”

Manifesto 
that breaks 
from past 
lifts Corbyn
Labour’s manifesto launch shows an 
alternative but compromises to right 
will only weaken it, says Nick Clark

THE LABOUR Party’s election 
manifesto has lifted activists and 
underlined that it’s worth fighting 
to get the Tories out and Jeremy 
Corbyn in.

It offers a break from Tory auster-
ity—and the austerity-lite approach 
of recent Labour leaders.

The manifesto matches the tone 
of Corbyn’s campaign speeches—
with talk of “re-writing the rules of 
a rigged system”.

It opens with a promise to deliver 
a “fairer, more prosperous society 
for the many, not just the few.”

Labour has pledged to plough bil-
lions of pounds into education and 
the NHS and to scrap tuition fees. 

Promises
It promises to raise the minimum 
wage to at least £10 an hour by 2020, 
repeal the Trade Union Act and end 
attacks on benefit claimants. 

And there are plans to ban frack-
ing, and to renationalise Royal Mail, 
the water system and, over a period 
of years, the rail industry.

There would be a state-controlled 
energy supplier in each region to 
compete with the privatised firms.

The programme would be funded 
by higher taxation on big business 
and people on more than £80,000 
a year. Labour says it would raise 
£19.4 billion a year from corporation 

tax and £6.5 billion through crack-
ing down on tax avoidance.

In addition it would raise £1.3 bil-
lion through an “excessive pay tax”.

Launching the manifesto in 
Bradford, Corbyn said it was “a man-
ifesto to transform the 21st century.

“This manifesto is a draft for a 
better future. It’s a blueprint of what 
Britain could be.”

One Labour supporter speaking at 
the event said they had been “wait-
ing for 30 years for something like 
this that I can fight for”.

But big sections of Labour’s right 
wing hierarchy are attempting to 
sabotage the manifesto. This makes 

BACK STORY
Jeremy Corbyn has ditched the 
austerity-lite of the Labour Party 
of old for a clear alternative
lHis draft manifesto was leaked 
but to right wingers’ horror the 
policies were popular
lCorbyn has continued with the 
tour of big rallies and support in 
polls is still steadily rising
lThe Tories’ campaign is lifeless 
by comparison but Labour’s right 
wing saboteurs are plotting. The 
left shouldn’t offer compromises 
that only strengthen their hand

defeating the Tories more difficult.
Two Labour MPs, Frank Field 

and Ben Bradshaw have said they 
will campaign under their own 
manifestos.

And within hours of the mani-
festo being leaked—before the offi-
cial document had even been pub-
lished—the leader of the Welsh 
Labour party disowned it.

The right pressured Corbyn to 
compromise over nuclear weapons 
last year.

So the manifesto has no call to get 
rid of Trident or to leave the Nato 
alliance—despite Corbyn’s long-
standing opposition to them.

The draft of the manifesto leaked 
last week made no mention of 
imposing immigration controls. 

It said, “The Conservative govern-
ment has scapegoated immigrants 
to divert from their own failings 
and have made bogus promises on 
immigration.”

But this changed after Labour’s 
broader leadership last Thursday 
inserted parts of their own right 
wing agenda.

Labour’s shadow Brexit minister 
Keir Starmer added a promise to 
end freedom of movement—which 
allows European Union migrants to 
live and work in Britain freely.

Starmer’s change was said to have 
been made without opposition. And 
in an interview on Monday Corbyn 
said, “Clearly the free movement 
ends when we leave the European 
Union but there will be managed 
migration.”

Corbyn’s left wing manifesto 
points to an alternative for Labour 
that could help it beat the Tories. 
Concessions to the right can only 
make it weaker.

On other pages...
Media power and its limits—who is 
pulling the strings? >>Pages 10&11

ONE OF the many crowds to greet the Labour leader in the last week. View gallery online bit.ly/2pFZa1d   Picture: Neil terry

Right wing MPs hatch plots
RIGHT WING Labour 
MPs are already 
plotting their moves 
against Corbyn and 
the rest of Labour’s 
left after the general 
election.

The right wing 
Telegraph and Sunday 
Times newspapers 
have both reported 
that as many as  
100 saboteur Labour 
MPs could break away 
from Labour.

Meanwhile other 

MPs are preparing 
to force Corbyn out 
if he doesn’t resign, 

or replace him with 
a right winger if he 
does. 

Right wing Labour 
MP Jess Phillips is 
gearing up for fresh 
infighting inside 
Labour. 

She said, “We’ve 
got a fight on our 
hands. He isn’t going 
to go is he?”

The right’s 
defeatism, sabotage 
and plotting are a 
disgrace.

Jess Phillips

Jeremy Corbyn’s message is exciting people and gaining support for Labour

Sick of privatisation—Milton Keynes and 
Luton walkout last week bit.ly/2ri0vHM
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ANTI-TORY 
AMMUNITION
To stock up  
on Socialist  
Worker  
election 
materials, 
contact us on 
020 7840 5600,  
at enquiries@
swp.org.uk or by 
writing to PO Box 
71327, London 
SE11 9BW

WHAT WE THINK

LABOUR CAN WIN—IF IT 
COMES OUT FIGHTING

 C
AN JEREMY Corbyn 
lead the Labour Party 
to victory in the general 
election? The opinion 
polls, never to be relied 

upon, show some interesting shifts.
Labour has been polling at  

31 to 32 percent, a higher vote 
than the 30.4 Labour achieved 
under Ed Miliband in 2015.

Miliband secured more votes 
in England than Tony Blair in 2005 
and Gordon Brown in 2010. 

So Corbyn is on course to win 
more Labour votes south of the 
border than Labour has had in the 
last three general elections.

The polls also show the Tories 
far ahead, mainly due to the 
collapse of Ukip.

Anger
However, whenever Theresa May 
is forced to meet ordinary people 
instead of party staffers, she 
comes face to face with the  
deep-seated anger at austerity.  

Cathy Mohan summed up 
how many people feel when she 
confronted May on disability 
benefit cuts in Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire on Monday. 

“The fat cats keep all the money 
and us lot get nothing,” she said. 

That’s why Corbyn’s pledges to 

squeeze the fat cats and take back 
our public services are popular. 

Two polls last week showed 
overwhelming support for left 
wing policies in Labour’s manifesto 
—such as rail renationalisation. 

These sorts of radical policies 
have boosted Labour members 
and supporters, and have the 
potential to inspire voters. 

But elections aren’t simply won 
through barrages of press releases, 
or even on the doorstep. 

The mood in society matters, 
and Corbyn needs to continue to 
shape it. 

Working class people have been 
shafted by politicians in the pocket 
of big business. Theresa May wants 
to pull their anger in a right wing 

direction and scapegoat migrants. 
But a campaign of mass rallies 

and mobilisations, led by Corbyn, 
could pull that anger to the left. 

Launching Labour’s campaign, he 
declared “I don’t play by their rules  
and a Labour government won’t 
by their rules.”

Radical
He was absolutely right—now he 
needs to stick to it. One phrase 
from Tuesday’s manifesto launch 
was that Labour would be “radical 
and responsible”.

But moderation is the enemy. 
Corbyn needs to go for broke. 

We saw a glimpse of what’s 
needed in Leeds, where thousands 
joined a Labour rally on Monday. 

Reminiscent of the Labour 
leadership rallies, it was young, 
angry and showed that a number 
of people have been radicalised. 

If Corbyn announced a 
programme of mass rallies across 
Britain and advertised them widely, 
it could shift the political situation. 

They could be linked to local 
campaigns against school funding 
cuts or protests for the NHS. 

Such an insurgent campaign 
could boost Corbyn’s support—
and strengthen the movement to 
take the fight to the Tories. 

UNAFFORDABLE BOSSES
 WHENEVER AN argument 

is put for reform that 
could benefit millions 

of working class people, right 
wing commentators tell us it is 
unaffordable or idealistic.

During this election campaign 
we will no doubt hear bosses howl 
about “Labour’s magic money 
tree”.  

Money magically appearing for 
doing nothing is an idea they know 
very well. 

The wealth they control 
is created off the back of the 

workers’ labour that they exploit.
It is not the corporate directors 

who produce the things our 
society needs—it is the working 
class they sneer at.

The richest have done very well 
out of the Tories’ austerity lie. We 
are not “all in it together”. 

They are in it for themselves 
and have happily watched our 
living standards plummet since the 
economic crisis began. 

Meanwhile their bank balances 
have soared. 

In 2009 the richest 1,000 

people in Britain hoarded 
£258 billion between them—their 
loot is now £658 billion. 

The bosses’ magic money tree 
increased by £226 million a day 
last year alone.

We can go much further than 
Labour’s modest promises to 
increase taxes on corporations 
and the wealthiest individuals. 

The money is there to abolish 
the need for food banks, give 
everyone a decent home and 
job—and the care they need. 

We just have to tax the rich. 

The mood in 
society matters 
and Corbyn needs 
to continue to 
shape it

‘‘ 

5NEWS & COMMENT 4
Socialist Worker  17 May 2017Socialist Worker  17 May 2017



ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Labour right haven’t 
a hope—or a clue
THE PRESS denunciations of Labour’s leaked draft 
manifesto have been predictable. “Corbyn’s misguided 
bid to turn the clock back,” spluttered the Financial 
Times, “Corbyn’s fantasy land”, the Mail. The Telegraph’s 
Simon Heffer ranted, “Labour’s plans would literally and 
morally bankrupt our country.”

There’s been plenty of the same from the supposed centre 
left. One Labour MP told the Financial Times, “It’s old-style 
tax-and-spend, the kind of thing that went out of fashion 
when I was a child.” 

But the Guardian’s Polly Toynbee was more subtle, 
describing the draft as “a treasure trove of things that should 
be done, undoing those things that should never have been 
done and promising much that could make this country 
infinitely better for almost everyone”.

The problem, Toynbee goes on to argue, is that Jeremy 
Corbyn, because of his “lifetime of backbench rebellion”, 
can’t persuade voters to back this manifesto.

“The long-term danger”, she concludes, “is that good 
policies in this manifesto will wrongly go down in history 
as ‘rejected’ by voters—when all they will have rejected was 
Corbyn.”

There’s a contradiction in this argument. The policies in 
this manifesto include plenty of measures—for example, 
reversing the privatisation of rail and energy—that were 
studiously avoided by the New Labour governments of Tony 
Blair and Gordon Brown. But Toynbee strenuously defended 
these governments against criticisms from the left. 

Embracing the neoliberalism pioneered by Margaret 
Thatcher was at the heart of the New Labour project. 

It’s inconceivable that the likes of Yvette Cooper or 
Dan Jarvis—two of the Blairite clones touted as potential 
replacements of Corbyn—could have come up with the sort 
of manifesto that Toynbee is praising. 

Leadership
Whatever its limitations from a socialist perspective, only a 
leadership like that of Corbyn and his shadow chancellor, 
John McDonnell, who fought against Thatcher and Blair, 
could have produced it.

New Labour was based on the idea that you could reconcile 
neoliberalism and the social-democratic objective of reducing 
poverty and inequality. This idea died on 15 September 2008, 
when the collapse of Lehman Brothers marked the biggest 
financial crash for nearly a century. 

Not only did the crash destroy Brown’s premiership, but 
it unleashed a new era of austerity as neoliberal capitalism 
tried to save itself by slashing jobs, wages, and services.

Crisis and austerity have generated an enormous 
backlash, as voters hit out at the elites who have 
impoverished them.

The biggest beneficiaries have been the racist and populist 
right. Corbyn, along with Bernie Sanders in the US, is one 
of the few politicians of the reformist left to try to offer an 
alternative that can tap into the justified anger against the 
establishment and turn it against the system.

The old centre left have no comprehension of any of this. 
It is they who stick to old formulas such as denouncing “tax-
and-spend”. They sing the praises of Blair for winning three 
elections when he is nothing but a discredited war criminal 
who has spent the past decade feathering his own nest.

The centre left have seized on Emmanuel Macron’s 
election as French president as a sign that the “populist” tide 
is beginning to recede. Lionel Barber, editor of the Financial 
Times, tweeted, “Macron wins by landslide, the centre holds 
in Europe, a defeat for nationalist xenophobia.”

It’s not hard to win a landslide if you’re running alone 
against a noxious fascist. As soon as he won, Macron was 
confronted with a public refusal by German chancellor 
Angela Merkel to contemplate any relaxation of the austerity 
that reigns in the eurozone. 

The suffering that Europe’s austerity regime causes will 
generate new revolts. The only question is who will lead them. 
Will it be the racist right and the fascists or the radical left?

Anyone who seeks to develop a challenge from the left 
will have to face the kind of vilification directed at Corbyn. 
But somewhere—as there was briefly in Greece two years 
ago—there will be a breakthrough for the radical left. 

Why not here and now?

Birmingham protest to take 
on the anti-abortion bigots
ABORTION RIGHTS cam-
paigners are planning 
a mass demonstration 
against the “March for 
Life” in Birmingham this 
Saturday.

The “March for Life” brings 
together a motley crew of 
anti-abortion bigots, who 
organise their protest and 
festival annually in the West 
Midlands city. 

While they have faced 
opposition, they have been 
boosted by sexist bigot 
Donald Trump becoming US 
president. 

Bridget Parsons from 
Birmingham told Socialist 
Worker, “The attacks on 
women’s rights are going to 
increase, especially if Theresa 
May gets back in.

Organising
“There have been three  
meetings organising for the 
demonstration, thousands 
of leaflets have been printed 
and have gone out this week. 

“The university and differ-
ent areas of Birmingham have 
been covered and we’re also 
going to leaflet the Jeremy 
Corbyn meeting on Saturday 
morning.” 

There is  a sense of 
momentum behind the pro-
test, which is supported by 
Abortion Rights among other 
groups. 

The Women’s  March 
Against Trump group has 
organised a coach from 
London. Activists from the 
local Abortion Rights group 
in Cardiff and Nottingham 
also plan to  jo in the 
demonstration. 

The protest in Birmingham 
has to be a mass show of sup-
port for a woman’s right to 
choose. 

The March for Life organ-
isers are flying in Lila Rose, 

founder of anti-abortion group 
Live Action, from the US. 

Rose has led a high pro-
file smear campaign of the 
Planned Parenthood charity. 

This included posing as 
a distraught 15 year old in 
order to make a propaganda 
film from inside an abortion 
clinic in 2009. 

Boosted by Trump’s new 

attacks on a woman’s right 
to choose, the likes of Rose 
want to spread their bigoted 
message to Britain. 

But the majority of people 
are not on their side and have 
been won to supporting a 
woman’s right to choose. 

Choose
October will mark the fiftieth  
anniversary of the passage 
of the Abortion Act of 1967, 
which gave women a limited 
right to abortion. 

Ever since it was passed, 
there have been repeated 
attempts to undermine it. 

But these have been 
beaten back by abortion 
rights campaigners. They are 
determined to stop a return 
to the era when women were 
denied their rights and forced 
into unsafe abortions.

As the right gears up for 
more attacks, it will take 
more mass campaigning to 
defend a woman’s right to 
choose—and fighting for free 
abortion on demand.

The pro-choice demon-
stration this Saturday can 
strengthen this fight. 

Bridget said, “There hasn’t 
been an Abortion Rights 
group in Birmingham in the 
last couple of years.

“But now we have a local 
group, so we can get more 
organised.” 

It is also an opportunity 
to build support for oppos-
ing Trump when he comes to 
Britain in October to spread 
his sexism and bigotry.
Women’s March Against 
Trumpism, Saturday 20 May, 
12 noon Victoria Square,  
Birmingham bit.ly/2qmUjRc

PROTESTERS FOR abortion rights  Picture: Guy Smallman

Serving coppers post racist comments on video
by ALISTAIR FARROW

A VIDEO of three people 
allegedly being assaulted 
by police in High Wycombe 
on Friday 5 May after 
the stop and search of a 
vehicle has now received 
135,000 views.

Socialist Worker shared 
a video of the arrests. 

Now it has been shared 
12,500 times.

Up to 19 local residents 
are now considering 
submitting a complaint 
to the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) following their 

treatment by the police. 
Zia Ullah from the Justice 

for Paps campaign group 
spoke to Socialist Worker. 

“People just came out of 
their houses to see what 
was going on, then the 
police started shoving them 
around and treating them 
like criminals,” he said.

The three people 
arrested were charged 
with public order offences 
after the police became 
involved. Yet none of the 
charges relate to the stop 
and search of the vehicle 
the three were travelling in. 
Police deny wrongdoing.

Zia told Socialist Worker 

that racist trolls have been 
attracted to the comments 
section under the video. 

Known serving police 
officers have also 
commented on it. 

“We got a screenshot of 
a lecturer from the north 
west of England making 
racist comments,” said Zia. 

“Back in February at the 
college there was a flare 
up of racist incidents.” 

This shows the 
importance of fighting 
racism whenever it rears 
its ugly head. 
For details go to  
Justice4Paps on Facebook and 
justice4paps.wordpress.comThe stop and search

Anti-choice leader Lila Rose
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Hack attack 
exposes the 
Tories’ deep 
NHS IT cuts 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans looks behind 
the hype and shows how Tory cuts 
have opened up the NHS to attack

HOSPITALS ARE reeling after a 
weekend of chaos caused by Tory 
cuts and a dangerous weapon 
developed by the US.

A shock cyber-attack, using “ran-
somware” software, blocked access 
to computer files at over 60 NHS 
organisations last Friday.

At some hospitals key services 
still weren’t working as Socialist 
Worker went to press. Operations 
were being cancelled and docu-
ments such as patient records 
remained unavailable. 

Malicious hackers were demand-
ing money to decrypt the computers. 

This was part of a global attack 
affecting organisations from delivery  
firm FedEx to the Russian central 
bank. 

Health workers were unable to 
do routine jobs and patients were 
sent home. Doctors and nurses 
could not access data such as blood 
test results, and appointment book-
ings and X-rays were down. 

Theresa May tried to deflect 
blame by pointing out it was “part 
of a wider international attack”. But 
Tory cuts are the context. 

As Gareth, a clerk working in the 
health service, told Socialist Worker, 
“Everything is on a knife edge in the 
NHS—and that’s because services 
are being run down.

Safeguards
“In my hospital there are hardly any 
IT safeguards because of the cuts 
they have made.”

In November 2016 the aver-
age amount being spent by trusts 
on cyber security was £23,403 a 
year. Seven trusts were found not 
to spend anything on cyber security.

Tory minister Ben Gummer 
warned last November that “large 
quantities of sensitive data” within 
the NHS were at risk. 

Gummer postured about Britain’s 
need to guard against new threats. 
“The government has a clear respon-
sibility to ensure its own systems are 
cyber secure,” he said.  

But the Government Digital 
Service (GDS), set up by David 
Cameron, had already refused to 

renew a £5.5 million support deal 
for Windows XP in 2015.

The Tories knew the risks of not 
renewing the deal with Microsoft.

The Cabinet Office and Department 
of Health wrote to NHS bosses in 
April 2014. It read, “It is imperative 
your organisation understands the 
risk placed on it should the decision 
be not to take out a new deal.”

Individual NHS trusts have been 
the targets of attacks in recent years.

Kambiz, a GP and IT rep in east 
London, told Socialist Worker, “This 
isn’t about individual managers 
updating IT, but illustrates a sys-
tematic problem in the NHS.”

Right wingers and paranoid lib-
erals quickly blamed Russia. That’s 
debatable—but the link to the US’s 
sprawling security apparatus is 
undeniable.

The US National Security Agency 
(NSA) developed this “cyber 
weapon” to launch attacks on rival 
imperialist countries and terrorist 
groups’ computers.

A hacking group, known as “The 
Shadow Broker”, claimed they took 
the software from NSA last month. 
The hackers then dumped it on a 
public website and put it up for 
auction.

No one had claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack as Socialist Worker 
went to press. 

On other pages...
Teachers and parents fight back 
against school cuts >>Page 20

BACK STORY
The recent attacks on NHS 
IT systems have exposed the 
vicious funding crisis in the 
health service
lThe Tories refused to renew a 
security deal with Microsoft
lSome NHS trusts spend 
nothing on cyber security
lTheresa May tried to blame the 
attack on Russia and anyone and 
anything but Tory cuts

HUNDREDS OF health campaigners marched through Oxford last Saturday Picture: Julie SimmonS

Royal College of Nursing to launch a 
‘summer of protest’ against pay cap
THE ROYAL College of Nursing 
(RCN) says it will stage a “summer 
of protest” over the Tories’ 
miserly 1 percent pay cap. And 
last Sunday nurses in the RCN 
overwhelmingly said they wanted 
to be balloted for industrial action.

In the online consultation 
some 97 percent rejected 
the 1 percent pay offer—and 
78 percent said they would be 
willing to strike.

Some 91 percent said they 
would support action short of 
a strike. Around 52,000 of the 
RCN’s 270,000 members took 
part in the consultation.

Attacks
This is a sign of the growing 
anger among health workers 
after years of Tory attacks. 
Michael Brown, chairman of 
the RCN Council, said, “Our 
members have given us the very 
clear message that they can’t and 
won’t take any more.”

RCN said it would hold a 
formal ballot for industrial action 
if the “next government” does not 
scrap the cap.

The result came as new RCN 
research shows there are 40,000 

fewer nurses in England than is 
needed. In hospitals 11 percent of 
nursing posts are unfilled.

That’s because the Tories are 
pushing nurses and other health 
workers out of the NHS.

Labour has pledged to lift the 
1 percent pay cap if it wins the 
general election.

That’s good, but nurses have 
suffered a 14 percent pay cut 
in real terms since the Tories 
imposed the cap in 2010. Lifting 
the cap will not be enough.

The Unison union’s leadership 
is arguing for local regrading 
disputes in each of its 12 regions 
as a substitute for national 

action. But the RCN result could 
put pressure on it to take the 
fight forward over the pay cap.

Karen Reissmann is a mental 
health nurse in Bolton who sits 
on Unison’s health service group 
executive. 

Angry
“I don’t think Unison realise how 
angry nurses and other health 
workers are, and not just about 
pay,” she told Socialist Worker in 
a personal capacity.

“The RCN result shows that 
there is a mood to fight if people 
think you’re serious about 
leading it.

“In light of this I think Unison 
should review its decision.”

There is growing anger against 
the Tory attacks on the NHS. 

Chants of “Theresa May, hear 
us say, our NHS is here to stay” 
filled Oxford last Saturday as 
hundreds marched against cuts 
and privatisation. The protest 
was organised by the local 
Unison health branch and Keep 
Our NHS Public group.

A mass campaign, with strikes 
at its heart, can repel the Tories’ 
attacks on the NHS. 

Karen Reissmann  Picture: Mark krantz
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Deepening 
divisions in 
ruling class 
over Trump
The FBI director’s sacking shows up 
splits at the top that the resistance 
should exploit, says Alistair Farrow

THE SACKING of FBI secret 
police director James Comey by 
Donald Trump has exposed the 
deep divisions at the top of US 
society. 

The Republican Party has 
descended into almost open  
warfare. Rumours abound of 
an impending purge of some of 
Trump’s closest advisers, including 
white supremacist Stephen Bannon.

Speculation is flying about the 
reasons behind Comey’s firing.  
The FBI was investigating potential 
Russian influence on the Trump 
election campaign.

Comey reportedly refused to 
pledge “loyalty” to Trump at a pri-
vate dinner, which the president 
claims to have secretly recorded. 

Any number of these or other  
factors could be behind Trump’s  
dismissal of Comey.

US attorney general Jeff Sessions 
personally intervened to recom-
mend Comey’s firing. 

Declared 
Sessions publicly declared he 
would remove himself from any  
involvement with the investigations 
into Trump’s presidential election 
campaign. Comey was heading up 
the investigation. 

Former attorney general Sally 
Yates announced last week that she 
had informed the Trump admin-
istration of general Mike Flynn’s 
potential Russian links 18 days 
before he was dismissed.

Anonymous representatives of 
the US government leaked details 
of Flynn’s potential Russian links to 
reporters in February. It is another 
example of a widening gulf that’s 
dividing the US ruling class. 

Meanwhile, the Democratic 
Party is refusing to mount a princi-
pled opposition to Trump’s vicious 
attacks on working class people. 

The party leadership wants 
to focus on potential Russian  
involvement in the presidential 
election—or anything else that can 
excuse Hillary Clinton’s right wing 
campaign.

New York Times liberal columnist 

Thomas Freidman even speculated 
about the desirability of a military 
coup against Trump.

Comey has been held up as a lib-
eral defender of the US constitution. 
But the FBI has a bloody history 
—Comey recently avoided inves-
tigating the spike in police vio-
lence that triggered the Black Lives 
Matter movement. 

A study carried out by the Pew 
Research Centre earlier this month 
showed that trust in the US govern-
ment is at an all-time low. 

Just 20 percent of people “trust 
the government to do what’s right 
always or most of the time.” 

Trump’s approval ratings are 
currently around 40 percent below 
the average for any president  
since 1945. That points to a huge 
amount of anger in US society, 
which has been articulated with 
millions of people protesting since 
he took office. 

The Democratic Party leadership 
would rather blame anyone but 
themselves for their failure in the 
face of Trump.  

That means the only option left 
for ordinary people is to push for-
ward the movement on the streets 
and in their workplaces. 

On other pages...
Bailout blackmail in Greece 
>>Pages 14&15

BACK STORY
Donald Trump sacked James 
Comey, head of the FBI secret 
police force 
lComey reportedly refused to 
pledge “loyalty” to Trump and 
was leading an investigation 
into the Trump administration’s 
alleged Russian links
lComey is being held up as 
a liberal defender of the US 
constitution but the FBI is no 
friend of ordinary people 
lThe sacking exposes the 
divisions in the US ruling class

UKRAINE

Miners dig in for higher pay
SOME 400 miners in 
the Kryvy Rih Iron Ore 
Combine in Ukraine 
occupied four pits in 
a fight for higher pay 
last week. 

The NPGU union 
members are fighting 
for £1,000 a month. 

Bosses include 
powerful oligarchs 
Rinat Akhmetov and 
Igor Kolomoisky. 

The miners’ fight 

shows the potential 
power of Ukrainian 
workers.

It is a small but 
important antidote 
in a country where 
politics is dominated 
by rival nationalisms 
and the ongoing civil 
war with pro-Russian 
separatists.  

But the NPGU 
leadership has 
liberal illusions in 

the European Union 
and the “market” as 
an alternative to the 
status quo. 

For these struggles 
to succeed, workers 
must assert their 
independence from 
both the pro-Western 
and pro-Russian 
sections of the ruling 
class. 
Send messages of 
support to info@kvpu.org Miners protest at the company offices

South Africa 
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Protests pile pressure on president
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

SOUTH AFRICA’S president 
Jacob Zuma was facing a vote of 
no confidence in parliament this 
week—just as protests surged 
in areas around the largest city 
Johannesburg.

Zuma is under pressure 
because of allegations of 
systematic corruption in his 
African National Congress 
government. 

He is opposed both by wide 
sections of workers and the 
poor and elements of big 
business. 

But it’s clear that workers 
could take the lead over the 

issue. Zuma was forced to make 
an embarrassing exit from the 
podium at the Cosatu union 
federation’s May Day rally in 
Bloemfontein.

 He was greeted with chants 
of “Zuma must go” and “Zuma 
must fall”.

Engulfed 
Meanwhile, widespread protests 
over the lack of housing, 
electricity and services last 
week engulfed the townships to 
the south of Johannesburg. 

Residents of Finetown, for 
example, blocked all entrances 
and exits in the area with rocks 
and burning tyres. 

Protesting residents also 

managed to block traffic on one 
of the nearby main highways, 
but were beaten back by a large 
police contingent with stun 
grenades and rubber bullets. 

This follows protests in 
the neighbouring suburbs of 
Ennerdale, Eldorado Park, 
Lenasia South and Kliptown.

Vuyo Kamba, a community 
leader who was one of the 
organisers of the protest, told 
GroundUp news, “As the youth 
we need land. 

“We tried speaking to our 
councillor but we have not 
made progress. 

“We can’t be sharing a space 
with our grandparents and 
parents.”

FINETOWN TOWNSHIP outside Johannesburg rising up  
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The traditions 
of the police
I READ with interest your 
report on a stop and 
search by Thames Valley 
Police (Socialist Worker, 
10 May).

The grand old 
traditions of the British 
police that brought the 
riots continue. 

Noel Halifax
On Facebook

Greens aren’t 
radical or left
GREEN PARTY political 
shifts make me fear that 
it is a party not for me. 

I remember the 
radicalism of the West 
German Green Party 
decades ago. This 
version is not the same 
animal. 

Timothy Beighton
On Facebook

Austerity cuts 
mean murder
EVERY suicide provoked 
by austerity is blood on 
the government’s hands. 

Pushing someone to 
suicide is murder.

Stephanie King
On Twitter

Ignorance is 
no excuse
THE TORIES say they 
didn’t know election 
fraud is illegal because 
they were told it’s not? 

They don’t know much 
then, do they?

@w_nicht
On Twitter

No Marx for 
the revolution
YOU SAY “there’s a lot 
to be learnt from reading 
Karl Marx” (Socialist 
Worker, 10 May).

If Marx were alive 
today he would’ve 
wondered why capitalism 
hasn’t already dug its 
own grave.

@mrshadyshadow
On Twitter

Pathetic BBC 
propaganda
YOU REPORT that 
“Theresa May can’t 
hide from questions 
and protests” (Socialist 
Worker online, 9 May).

That’s why the 
windows were covered 
for her pathetic 
performance on the 
BBC’s One Show.

The BBC is just a 
state-funded propaganda 
channel now.

@moranrisin
On Twitter

Just a 
thought...

Be fair to our ‘exemplary socialist’ MP
YOUR ATTACK on the 
Green Party (Socialist 
Worker online, 9 May) was 
inaccurate and damagingly 
divisive among socialists 
who campaign alongside 
local Greens.

The key task for socialists 
in this general election is 
advocating a vote for 
Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour. 

Electoral pacts with 
forces to the right of 
Corbyn would undermine 
resistance to austerity.

Yet that is not what is at 
stake in every constituency. 

The Green Party is not a 
class-based left alternative 
to Labour. But some Greens 

are socialists to the left of 
the Labour machine.

Brighton Pavilion has in 
Caroline Lucas an MP with 
a track record of socialist 
politics, and policies we 
support.

Her backing has made a 

huge difference in local 
campaigns. She has 
defended the NHS, stood 
with anti-fascists and been 
arrested on an anti-fracking 
demonstration.

Lucas has joined picket 
lines, including those of the 
bin workers fighting against 
the then Green-run council.

It is one thing to 
advocate a Labour vote 
because of Corbyn rather 
than a Green vote.

It is quite another to 
mount an attack on an 
exemplary socialist who is 
in a position to win a seat.
Stephen McLean and Tom Hickey

Brighton

Let’s vote 
to end fees
WHAT THE Tories have 
done to education—from 
tripling tuition fees to 
cutting school and college 
funding—has had a 
drastically damaging effect. 

I’ve had to prepare for 
my college running out of 
paper and not being able to 
buy more. I worked two 
jobs at the beginning of my 
AS Level year.

My plan is to go to 
university. All the advice 
I’ve been given is “make 
sure you don’t earn over 
£21,000 and you’ll be fine!” 

Scrapping tuition fees is 
possible—if we redirect 
money away from things 
like Trident nuclear missiles 
to services that help people.

I’m really encouraged by 
the Labour manifesto.

All students who want an 
education without a ton of 
debt should join me in 
supporting Corbyn.

Andriana Sotiris
North London

Just the job 
for the rich
THERESA MAY told the 
BBC’s One Show last week 
that for her and her 
husband Philip, “There’s 
boy jobs and girl jobs.”

This is reinforcing 
sexism.

Philip May works for 
investment fund Capital 
Group. It has a large stake 
in companies such as 
Starbucks and Amazon that 
have been accused of 
corporate tax avoidance.

I wonder if helping the 
rich avoid tax is a “boy job” 
or a “girl job”—or just a 
gender-neutral “Tory job”? 

Sasha Simic
East London

Fox hunting shows true 
colours of cruel poshos
THERESA MAY said last 
week that she was in 
favour of repealing the 
fox hunting ban. 

Fox hunting is hugely 
unpopular. Polls suggest 
84 percent of people are 
against it. 

Most people recognise 
the class divide in fox 
hunting. It is a blood 
sport for the rich. 

Tories and their friends 
revel in killing animals 
while working class 
people struggle to get by 
in the face of cuts.

The fox hunting debate 

shows the Tories in their 
true colours—heartless, 
bloodthirsty and barbaric. 

Working class people 
don’t want to see the 
destruction of their 
environment or to see 
animals being killed 
mercilessly for an upper 
class sport. 

Fox hunting is an issue 
socialists need to see in 
the way most people do. 

It’s an issue of class 
division—and something 
to stand firmly against. 

Alex Claxton-Mayer
Colchester

It’s a fraud to say Tories did 
nothing wrong on expenses
I SUSPECT few readers of this 
newspaper will have been 
surprised at the decision of the 
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 
last week.

It decided not to prosecute Tory 
officials or candidates arising from 
an investigation into Tory party 
election expenses during the 2015 
general election. 

It didn’t take Theresa May long 
to conjure up the line that the 
Tories had been vindicated and no 
one in the party had done 
anything wrong. 

Unfortunately for her that is not 
what the CPS said.

What the CPS actually said was 
that while there was “evidence to 
suggest that returns may have 

been inaccurate there was not 
enough evidence that individuals 
acted ‘knowingly or dishonestly’”.  

The CPS is required to consider 
whether there is a better than 
50-50 chance of a conviction.

Saying there is not enough 
evidence is far from clearing the 
Tories of wrong-doing.

May also claimed the Tories 
“had always reported expenditure 
according to the rules”.

Fine
But if that was the case, why did 
the Electoral Commission fine the 
party £70,000 earlier this year 
following a report into its national 
election expenses?

Whatever views people may 

have about just how “democratic” 
our system really is in Britain, the 
rules about election expenses are 
there for a reason.

The whole point is to prevent a 
wealthy party from gaining an 
unfair advantage from high 
spending on publicity which 
another party could not match.

The Tories bussed huge numbers 
of volunteers into 29 key marginal 
constituencies in the last ten days 
of the 2015 campaign.  

Since the Tories ended up with a 
majority of 12 seats after the 
election it is clear that what the 
party did may well have swung the 
election in their favour.

Mark George
Manchester

Green MP Caroline Lucas 
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E
VEN TO the most casual 
observer it’s clear that 
the bulk of the British 
media is out to get 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

Every week there are 
newspaper front pages devoted 
to smearing him. Headlines such 
as “The evil monster haunting 
Corbyn’s past”, “Jeremy Corbyn will 
be cheered by racists and terrorists” 
and “Jeremy Corbyn insult to our 
heroes” scream out from both broad-
sheets and tabloids.

The BBC is little better.
So far during this election cam-

paign its reporters have travelled the 
length and breadth of Britain rooting 
out former Labour voters who intend 
to vote Tory.

That takes a lot of work and 
resources which apparently aren’t 
available to find the people who 
are furious with Tory policies and 
enthused by Corbyn.

Shadow energy minister Barry 
Gardiner accused the BBC of “fake 
news” last week. Even right wing 
journalist Nick Robinson acknowl-
edged bias at the BBC against 
Corbyn in 2015. 

In contrast Theresa May is given 
repeated opportunities to push her 
agenda.

So it’s no wonder that some 
50,000 people signed a petition 
accusing the media, and specifically 
the BBC, of anti-Corbyn bias.

Part of the explanation is simple. 
The people who own media corpo-
rations, commission stories, edit  
newspapers and present TV bulletins 
have a vested interest in a divided, 
elitist society.

A 2006 report by the Sutton Trust 
found that 54 percent of the top 100 
journalists had been privately edu-
cated—up from 49 percent two  
decades earlier.

In contrast just 7 percent of the 
general population is privately 
educated.

We’re told that we live in a society 
where hard work and talent can get 
anyone to the top.

But more often than not most 
people are barred from getting 
near the corridors of power with-
out the “right” family and school 
connections.

BBC political correspondent 
Eleanor Garnier was called to ask 

Theresa May a question at an event 
where most journalists had to submit 
theirs in advance last week.

It probably didn’t hurt that her 
cousin Mark Garnier and her father 
Edward Garnier are both Tory MPs. 

The BBC’s chair David Clementi is 
the grandson of a former governor of 
Hong Kong. He was educated at the 
private Winchester College, Oxford 
University then Harvard Business 
School, and was previously chair 
of finance firms Virgin Money and 
World First.

Nick Robinson also went to private 
school then Oxford before founding 
Macclesfield Young Conservatives. 
He was then chair of the Oxford 
University Conservative Association.

And whatever their background, 
anyone who gets to the top of the 
media becomes part of a well-paid 
elite with no interest in rocking the 
boat.

Frosty
The BBC’s senior management wage 
bill stood at £47 million in 2016, 
with 98 managers on £150,000 or 
more. Its top journalists aren’t on 
much less.

Daily Mail newspaper editor Paul 
Dacre rakes in more than £2 million 
including perks most years.

David Pemsel, boss of Guardian 
Media Group (GMG) which pub-
lishes the Guardian and Observer, 
scrapes by on his £600,000 salary.

So it’s hardly surprising that 
Corbyn’s policy to increase income 
tax for those earning over £80,000 
got a frosty reception.

I n d i v i d u a l s 
with a stake in the 
system work for 
organisations with 
an even bigger stake 
in the system.

The BBC relies 
on some £1 billion  
o f  g o v e r n m e n t 
funding annually. 
It’s no coincidence 
that it tends to take 
the side of whichever party 
is in office.

The private media is 
largely owned by billion-
aires—and much of its  
revenue comes from selling 
advertising space to other 
billionaires. A journalist or 

MEDIA POWER  
AND ITS LIMITS
BY ALISTAIR FARROW

WHO’S PULLING
THE STRINGS?

Whatever their 
background, those  
at the top of the 
media are part of a 
well-paid elite

‘‘ 

 BEAT BACK
 AUSTERITY 
 & RACISM

KICK OUT THE TORIES

lBACK CORBYN VOTE LABOUR
lVOTE LEFT IN SCOTLAND

After 7 years, 7 reasons to end Tory rule

They’ve waged class war on us since 2010, now is the time to get our own back >>Pages 10&11

KEEP RACISM OUT OF THE ELECTION

Ukip and Tories fan flames of prejudice in bid to win votes >>Pages 4&5
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LABOUR PARTY
New Labour—
things only got 
bitter and worse
MAY DAY marks the twentieth anniversary of Labour’s 1997 landslide. That victory is held up today as an example of how Labour can win.

Nick Clark shows that New Labour’s shift to the right didn’t gain it votes. It then alienated its supporters by waging war and forcing through cuts.>>Pages 14&15

STRIKES

It’s not all about votes—building struggle is key
SOME TRADE union leaders have called off protests and strikes to concentrate on getting Labour elected.But other strikes are continuing—and the strength of the working class movement influences the traction of Corbyn’s arguments.
We need more strikes.>>Page 20

FRANCE

Nazi gains and 
centre collapses in presidential poll

NEOLIBERAL supporter Emmanuel Macron has emerged as odds-on favourite to be the ultimate victor in the French presdiential elections.The first round of the election showed the audience for left wing ideas as well as the danger of fascism. 
>>Page 7
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BBC’s Nick ‘Tory’  Robinson

editor who sets themselves at odds 
with the billionaires’ agenda will 
have a harder time than those who 
lick their boots.

This underlines the need for a revo-
lutionary newspaper such as Socialist 
Worker. It unashamedly takes the 
side of workers and the oppressed 
over apologising or cheerleading for 
the rich.

But the establishment media 
doesn’t create the imbalance in soci-
ety. It reflects it.

Newspapers need to sell copies 
and TV programmes need to attract 
viewers. That limits how far they can 
afford to offend their audiences.

To an extent they always have to 
adapt to the ideas in broader soci-
ety. These are contested, but on an 
uneven playing field.

Utopian
In a world where rivalries between 
states are settled by wars and untold 
resources are poured into armies and 
weapons, the idea of peace can seem 
unrealistic.

People are pitted into competition 
with each other to find jobs, homes 
and university places. So it seems 
more natural to see greed as human 
nature, and solidarity as utopian.

At work we have to do what the 
bosses tell us. This makes us seem 
powerless.

Meanwhile the rich seem to be 
doing something right, as more and 
more wealth is concentrated in their 
hands. So the idea of challenging 
their rule seems risky and radical.

In general, as the revolutionary 

Karl Marx argued in 1845, the way 
in which a society is run at a given 
time comes to seem like the default. 
Those who rule it seem like they were 
destined to do so.

“The ideas of the ruling class are 
in every epoch the ruling ideas,” he 
wrote.

In other words, “the class which is 
the ruling material force of society, 
is at the same time its ruling intel-
lectual force.”

But in reality societies do change, 
and those who are exploited do have 
power to hit back at their exploiters. 
This creates a space for new ideas to 
get a hearing.

The Iraq War is an example of 
this. Much of the media—particu-
larly liberal journalists close to New 
Labour—bought into the lies used to 
justify the invasion.

But millions of people didn’t, and 
the movement against the war came 
to include the biggest protests in 
British history so far.

The media, particularly those 
publications with a mass audience, 
couldn’t ignore this.

The Mirror ended up producing 
placards for anti-war marches and 
the BBC provoked a confrontation 
with the government over its “dodgy 
dossier”.

An attempt to create an alterna-
tive to the rule of the rich will meet 
with entrenched hostility from the  
establishment—including the media 
elite.

But protests, strikes and other 
forms of collective struggle can cut 
the ground out from under them.

Murdoch offers sacrifices in 
order to make Sky-high profits
MEDIA BARON Rupert Murdoch 
(left) likes to present himself as a 
kingmaker in British politics.

Tony Gallagher, the editor of the 
Murdoch-owned newspaper The 
Sun, reportedly texted a Guardian 
newspaper journalist on the day 
of the EU referendum result.

“So much for the waning power 
of the print media,” he boasted.

But if Murdoch really had such 
a tight grip, Britain would look a 
lot different than it does. 

For one, The Sun in Scotland 
would not have run a campaign to 
Remain in the EU. It did so largely 
because the newspaper couldn’t 
afford to cut off its circulation 
there.

The Sun knows how to back a 
winner and then take credit for 
their win. But it’s wrong to take 
its boasts at face value.

At the moment the giant is 
under pressure.

Murdoch’s 21st Century Fox 
wants to buy up 61 percent of Sky 
in a deal worth £11.7 billion. The 
firm currently controls 37 percent.

In order to do this it has been 
forced to make compromises to 
demonstrate its responsibility as a 
broadcaster.

And between the phone hacking 
scandal and the Hillsborough 
justice campaign, The Sun’s 
credibility has been badly 
damaged.

This is why it fired infamous 
former editor Kelvin MacKenzie 
as a columnist. He compared 
footballer Ross Barkley, whose 
grandfather was born in Nigeria, 
to a gorilla. 

It’s vile, but so is most of what 
MacKenzie writes—why fire him 
now?

In the US Murdoch has ditched 
Fox news anchor Bill O’Reilly after 
repeated accusations of sexual 
assault from many women who 
have worked with him.

Murdoch effectively offered both 
“personalities” up as sacrifices.

One of O’Reilly’s victims is set 
to give evidence to the media 
regulator Ofcom’s investigation 
into Fox’s bid to take over Sky.

BUILT-IN BIAS
Sticking the knife 
into Corbyn
DURING CORBYN’S first 
leadership bid, two thirds of 
opinion pieces and 57 percent 
of news reports cast him in a 
negative light, researchers at the 
LSE university found.

Not one mainstream 
newspaper referred to him 
positively a majority of the time.

Once he became leader, a 
survey by Media Reform showed 
that the amount of negative 
mentions rose to 60 percent. 
Just 13 percent of mentions were 
positive.

Despite this 
onslaught 
Corbyn 
won, twice, 
and tens of 
thousands 
flocked to 
Labour to 
support him.

SOCIALIST WORKER (right) 
unashamedly takes the side of 
workers and the oppressed over 
apologising or cheerleading for 
the rich

Will Hamas repeat 
Fatah’s mistakes?

 
by NICK CLARK

IT’S NEARLY 50 years since Israel 
occupied Palestine’s West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem.

But Palestinian leaders 
seem further away than ever 
from getting Israel to leave. 

Palestinian Authority (PA) 
president Mahmoud Abbas 
showered Donald Trump with 
flattery at a meeting earlier 
this month. Trump offered 
nothing except “mediation” in 
possible future negotiations.

But years of negotiations have 
brought only humiliation for 
the PA. The “peace process” was 
never about giving Palestinians 
their freedom, but cementing 
US and Israeli control.

Abbas’s party Fatah was 
promised a Palestinian state 
in an agreement signed with 
Israel in 1993. In return it had 
to agree to end and repress 
the Palestinian resistance.

Israel has no intention of ever 
allowing a Palestinian state, but 
has used the peace process to 
steal even more Palestinian land 
through settlement building.

Now, more than 20 years after 
signing the deal, Fatah is in crisis 
and Abbas is hugely unpopular.  
He has also attacked Fatah’s main 
rival Hamas, which governs Gaza. 

That’s because unlike 
Fatah, Hamas had refused 
to sign up to the concessions 
demanded by peace process.

Weakening
But now there are signs that 
Hamas’ position is weakening. 
Earlier this month Hamas leaders 
launched a new document of 
“General Principles and Policies”.

Hamas rightly abandoned 
the antisemitic rhetoric of its 
founding charter. It stuck to the 
key demands for the right of 
Palestinian refugees to return and 
a Palestinian capital in Jerusalem.

Yet despite formally refusing 

to recognise the Israeli 
state, Hamas accepted the 
possibility of a Palestinian state 
existing alongside Israel.

Agreeing to such a  
“two-state” solution means 
accepting that Israel has a 
right to the Palestinian land it 
seized at its founding in 1948. 

Dominated
It also means signing up to a 
deal that in practice would leave 
Palestine dominated by Israel.

Hamas faces the same 
problems as Fatah before it.

 Israel has one the world’s 
most powerful militaries because 
it has always been backed 
by Western imperialism.

Any fight against Israel 
that doesn’t also take on 
imperialism across the Middle 
East can only get so far.

Ten years of siege have 
taken their toll on Hamas and 
the defeat of the Egyptian 
Revolution and Arab Spring 
of 2011 has left it isolated.

But the Egyptian Revolution 
still points to an alternative. At 
its height, ordinary Egyptians 
forced their government to 
alleviate Gaza’s siege.

Those revolutions also 
raised the prospect of unity 
and renewed struggle against 
Israel among Palestinians.

Palestinians in the West Bank 
still resist the occupation. There 
is currently a hunger strike of 
more than 1,000 Palestinians 
locked in Israeli prisons. 

Large demonstrations 
and strikes have clashed 
with Israeli forces.

Much of this was called by 
the Fatah leadership seeking 
to maintain its own control.

But the struggle on the ground 
involves many Palestinians 
outside of Fatah’s ranks—and has 
the possibility of bursting out into 
a revolt beyond Fatah’s control.

Unpopular—Fatah’s Mahmoud Abbas

Any fight against 
Israel that doesn’t 
fight imperialism 
across the region 
can only go so far

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
PALESTINE
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BARNSLEY
How can Jeremy Corbyn 
win the election?
Thu 25 May, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
How can Jeremy Corbyn 
win the election?
Wed 24 May, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
“Boy jobs and girl jobs”—
why is women’s oppression 
so deeply entrenched?
Thu 1 Jun, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Will the right wing 
media win the election 
for Theresa May?
Wed 24 May, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
How to get rid of the Tories
Thu 25 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
How do we keep the 
NHS public?
Thu 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Can we have a world run 
for people not profit?
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Marxism and alienation
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
The Merthyr Uprising
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
New York Diner,
CF24 3BQ
COLCHESTER
After the presidential 
election—where 
next for France?
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,
CO2 7ET

COVENTRY
Uber, Deliveroo and the gig 
economy—is the working 
class disappearing?
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
The revolutionary party 
and the working class
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street,DN1 3NJ
DUNDEE
Lenin’s April Theses—the 
need to smash the state
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Climate change—how 
can we save the planet?
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL

GLASGOW
Marine Le Pen and the 
resistable rise of the far right
Thu 25 May, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,33-44 King 
St,Merchant City,G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Donald Trump and the 
drive to war—is US 
imperialism out of control?
Wed 24 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 2 New 
North Parade (near both train 
and bus stations),HD1 5JP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Can socialism come 
through parliament?
Thu 25 May, 7pm, 
The SwarthmoreEducation 
Centre,2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: CENTRAL
Islamophobia—what it 
is and how to fight it
Thu 25 May, 6.30pm, 
Room 130,UCL,Foster 
Court Building,WC1E 6BT

LONDON: EALING
50 years on from the 
Abortion Act—why we 
still defend a woman’s 
right to choose
Thu 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE
LONDON: HARINGEY
Will the right wing 
media win the election 
for Theresa May?
Wed 24 May, 
7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Thu 25 May, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Deliveroo, Uber and the gig 
economy—is the working 
class disappearing?
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
The housing crisis—
what do socialists say?
Wed 24 May, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
How can Jeremy Corbyn 
win the election?
Wed 24 May, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
50 years on from the 
Abortion Act—why we 
still defend a woman’s 
right to choose
Wed 31 May, 7pm, 
Chorlton Library (side door),
Manchester Rd,
M21 9PN
NEWCASTLE
The fight against 
privatisation
Thu 25 May, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
What’s causing the 
rise of the far right?
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Can socialism come 
through parliament?
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
After the elections in 
France—how do we 
stop fascism and the 
far right in Europe?
Wed 24 May, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
POOLE AND DORCHESTER
How can Jeremy Corbyn 
win the election?
Mon 22 May, 7pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton House,DT1 1XJ

PORTSMOUTH
Alexandra Kollontai and 
the Russian Revolution
Wed 31 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
The Portuguese 
Revolution of 1974
Wed 24 May, 7pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SOUTHAMPTON
After the presidential 
election—where 
next for France?
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Palestine—the struggle 
for liberation
Thu 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
After the presidential 
election—where 
next for France?
Thu 1 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
The politics of food
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
Scottish independence—
what do socialists say?
Wed 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET SOCIALISTS
The case against borders
Sat 3 Jun, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park, 
Dorchester,
DT1 1XJ
LEEDS
In solidarity with the 
Russian Revolution
Sat 3 Jun, 3pm, 
Swarthmore Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
Speakers: Michael 
Meadowcroft, John Newsinger, 
Jill Liddington, Janet Douglas
All power to the soviets—
an evening with David 
Rovics and others
Sat 3 Jun, 5.30pm, 
The Fox and Newt Pub,
9 Burley St,
LS3 1LD

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

LONDON: BRIXTON
Keep racism out of 
the election
Wed 24 May, 7pm, 
Karibu Education Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,
SW9 7PH
Speakers: Helen Hayes, 
Marwan Ahmadzai, Naima 
Omar, Sara Tomlinson, 
Ulrike Schmidt

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 25 May, 
7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

MANCHESTER
Thu 25 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting 
House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 24 May,7.30pm, 
Somerstown
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

SHEFFIELD: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 24 May, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB

Racism, resistance 
and revolution

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

OUR ACTION can beat back racism pushed from the top  Picture: Guy Smallman

Socialist Worker
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Prix Pictet at V&A—powerful and socially-engaged
PHOTOGRAPHY
PRIX PICTET 2017
Porter Gallery, Victoria & 
Albert Museum, London SW7 
2RL. Free entry, until 28 May

THIS SMALL exhibition 
is rich in powerful, 
innovative examples 
of socially-engaged 
photography.  This 
year’s theme is “space”, 
prompting several 
photographers to look at 
migration and borders.

The prize winner is 
Richard Mosse, with 
photos of refugee camps 
in Moria and Idomeni in 

Greece also featured in his 
Incoming installation at 
the Barbican centre.

Taken at long distance 
through a heat-sensitive 
military camera, they 
examine the hostile gaze 
of the border regime as 
much as the refugees 
themselves.

Sergey Ponomarev 
gets up much closer, 
with dynamic portraits 
of refugees leaning out 
of boats or clinging onto 
trains. They celebrate 
their agency while 
lamenting their plight.

Munem Wasif explores 
the no-man’s-land created 

by the border between 
India and Bangladesh. 

Another highlight is 
Pavel Wolberg’s collection 
of protests and barricades 
from Palestine and 
Ukraine.

Several artists look at 
our relationship with the 
built environment. Benny 
Lam’s ceiling-eye photos 
of Hong Kong home 
interiors look at housing 
and poverty.

Michael Wolf’s portraits 
of Japanese commuters, 
Beate Guetschow’s bleak 
composite landscapes 
and Saskia Groneberg’s 
almost abstract close-ups 

of office plants emphasise 
our alienation from our 
surroundings.

Sohei Nishino’s 
diorama maps do the 
opposite, building a 
picture of a whole city 
from the point of view of 
someone walking  
around it.

But perhaps the most 
original work is Mandy 
Barker’s microscope 
polemic against pollution. 

She uses plastic 
microbeads gathered 
from beaches to recreate 
the plankton they are 
poisoning.
Dave Sewell

A bleak view of how system 
treats survivors of abuse
The BBC’s new hard-hitting drama Three Girls is not hopeless—it treats the 
survivors of abuse with dignity and hears their story, writes Sadie Robinson
SOCIALIST WORKER readers 
should watch BBC drama Three 
Girls, which airs this week. 

It’s based on the true story of 
three teenagers at the heart of a 
child sexual exploitation scandal in 
Rochdale, north west England. 

At first it seems to denigrate ordi-
nary people. Holly (Molly Windsor), 
is interviewed by police after smash-
ing a kebab shop counter.

Her dad asks her to talk so the 
cops can “stop wasting their time on 
teenage idiots”.

The mother of Amber and Ruby, 
two other victims, also first appears 
as a working class stereotype—
coarse, angry, hard.

But over the series these impres-
sions are shown to be completely 
wrong. It is probably a comment on 
why it’s important to look below the 
surface, something the authorities 
failed to do.

The drama gets into the abuse 
very quickly. This can make it harder 
to understand and to get across the 
terror the girls would have endured. 

Damage 
But it’s a strength that the drama 
focuses more on the deep damage 
abuse leaves behind and how the 
authorities treat victims.

The second episode shows a 
depressed Holly relying on drink. 
She suffers flashbacks, has a strained 
relationship with her parents and 
finds it hard to connect with her 
baby.

Amber acts tough, but is clearly 
traumatised and fears her former 
abusers. Ruby, the youngest, doesn’t 
think she was abused.

For her, getting free food and 

alcohol in a dingy room above a 
takeaway was the “best time” of her 
life. It says a lot about how mean-
ingless life feels for so many young 
working class people.

The abuse isn’t explained. We see 
Asian men abusing white girls, which 
reflects this particular court case. 
Nazir Afzal of the Crown Prosecution 
Service tells Asian people at a 

community meeting that most sex 
offenders are white. 

But he adds that most offenders 
of “on-street grooming” are “British 
Pakistani men acting together”—a 
claim that is disputed.

Asian people rightly asking why 
they should be held responsible for 
the actions of a minority get their 
say too. But the drama is mixed on 

how it treats race.
Holly first reported that she’d 

been raped in 2008. But lawyers 
decided no one would believe her in 
a courtroom.

Greater Manchester Police (GMP) 
returned to the case 15 months later 
after coming under investigation. 
The bitter reaction of the women 
and their parents is powerful. 

There’s a worry that the show will 
rehabilitate the cops, showing them 
securing the successful convictions 
of nine men in 2012.

Failed
In fact the drama shows that girls 
are still being failed. It points to the 
reams of evidence of abuse still not 
followed up by GMP.

It highlights that Sara (Maxine 
Peake), the sexual health worker 
who flagged up abuse, was made 
redundant soon after the court case. 
And Amber never had her day in 
court. 

Instead the cops named her as a 
defendant, treating her as a perpe-
trator, so they could still refer to her 
evidence.

It’s a hard-hitting, bleak picture of 
how the system treats people who 
suffer abuse, despite a few high-pro-
file convictions. 

But it’s not hopeless. It shows that 
people who have suffered abuse are 
not simply victims. 

It treats the survivors with dignity  
and hears their story—something 
many cops and social workers never 
did.

Three Girls is a three-part BBC drama. 
It begins on BBC1 on Tuesday 16 May, 
9pm and available to watch online at 
bbc.co.uk/iplayer

RUBY (Liv Hill), Holly (Molly Windsor), Amber (Ria Zmitrowicz) 

Foliage encroaching on blinds

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 Russia 1917—workers’ 
revolution and the  
festival of the  
oppressed
Dave Sherry

2 Sexism and the system
Judith Orr

3  Bob Crow—socialist, 
leader, fighter
Gregor Gall

4 Basic income—and how 
we can make it happen
Guy Standing

5 Ten myths about Israel
Ilan Pappe
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at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
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THEATRE
RENT STRIKE!
Directed by Fatima Uygun 
Govanhill Baths, Glasgow,  
16-20 May. Tickets available 
from brownpapertickets.com

IN 1915 the men of Britain 
were marching to their 
slaughter in Europe. 

British industry was 
geared up for the war 
effort attracting tens of 
thousands of people into 
Glasgow. Private landlords 
exploited the situation 
and overcharged for slum 
housing.  

The draconian Defence 
of the Realm Act made it 
illegal for workers to strike 
or threaten the war effort.

Rent Strike! is a musical 

set among the shipyards 
and tenements of Glasgow.

It tells the inspiring 
story of how working 
class women overcame 
sectarian divisions and 
organised themselves to 
fight back against the 
exploitative landlords 
and won historic housing 
reforms.

And not just for people 
in Glasgow but for the 
whole of Britain, boosting 
the formation of the 
Independent Labour 
Party and spawning the 
movement for social 
housing.

Some of the cast of Rent Strike!

 P
ic

t
u

r
e
: 
S

a
S

k
ia

 G
r

o
n

e
b

e
r

G

P
ic

t
u

r
e
: b

b
c

/e
w

e
n
 S

P
e
n

c
e
r



HISTORY & THEORY14 15
Socialist Worker 17 May 2017Socialist Worker 17 May 2017

READ AND VIEW MORE
lAdults in the Room 
by Yanis Varoufakis 
£20.00
lGreece under Tsipras 
by Despina Karayianni and 
Gareth Jenkins  
bit.ly/1Obk7T3
lDebate—Greece and 
Syriza today (July 2016) 
with Stathis Kouvelakis 
and Panos Garganas  
bit.ly/2pGDBt4 

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

blood in the sea”. At times 
Syriza comes across as posi-
tively cynical.

Party chiefs told Varoufakis 
its pre-election “Thessaloniki 
programme” of reforms was 
never meant to be carried out. 
When the government called 
a referendum on the EU’s pro-
posals, their aim was to lose 
to justify their surrender—
instead austerity was rejected.

But Varoufakis has a lot of 
sympathy for Tsipras. The two 
of them were “in office but not 
in power”.

Every left government finds 
the key structures of the state 
and the economy in the hands 
of its enemies.

Antagonists
Varoufakis sees his antagonists 
as playing a Shakespearean 
tragedy—led to their doom by 
a fatal flaw.

He never stops believing in 
a solution that will work for 
everyone.

He sees himself as fighting 
for “common sense” against  
“continental-scale irrationality”.

But capitalism cannot get 
out of crisis without making the 
working class pay. EU austerity 
is based on the interests of the 
ruling class.

Varoufakis’ own plan, never 
implemented, involved using 
a deterrent to defy the credi-
tors’ blackmail. That’s certainly 
better than Tsipras’s U-turn.

But in his own way Varoufakis 
was—and still is—just as 
trapped by the logic of trying 
to “fix” capitalism on its own 
terms.

Trying to win over Britain’s 
Tory chancellor George Osborne 
stopped Varoufakis encouraging 
resistance to Osborne’s austerity.

Encouraging a Chinese firm to 
buy up state ports and railways 
cut him off from dockers strik-
ing against 
privatisation.

He repeat-
ed ly  ru led 
out imposing 
capital con-
trols as against 
the spirit of 
the eurozone. 
This was as 
misguided as 
his recent cam-
paigning against Brexit.

T h e  r e f e r e n d u m 
brought a reminder of 
the strength of the Greek 
working class. Workers 
defied expectations and 
delivered a tremendous 
vote against austerity.

Varoufakis writes that at 

the rally for a “no” vote, “the 
crowd’s energy exploded”. “A 
sea of five hundred thousand 
bodies” became “a single body 
of people who had simply had 
enough”.

One man told him “Resistance 
is NEVER futile”, as “distinct 
struggles” came together in “one 
gigantic celebration”.

But Varoufakis cannot see the 
potential in that collective defi-
ance to defeat the loan sharks 
and the system they enforce.

Working class strength is cen-
tral to the ongoing Greek debt 
standoff.

Varoufakis’s opponents have 
a plan to crush working class 
strength.

Despite noble intentions, 
his reformist vision of change 
fatally squanders this.

The only real solution is to 
use working class power for 
revolutionary change.

Protesters at a 
referendum rally 
(top) and Syriza 
leader Tsipras 
(above)

W
ORKERS 
a c r o s s 
G re e ce 
w e r e 
s e t  t o 
walk out 

in a general strike on 
Wednesday—against more 
austerity that a radical left 
government was elected 
to end two years ago.

Adults in the Room, 
a new book by the then 
finance minister, Yanis 
Varoufakis, seeks to explain 
how it failed.

The institutions of the 
European Union (EU) used 
“bailouts” of Greece to 
extort devastating cuts, pri-
vatisations and attacks on 
workers’ rights.

Varoufakis was brought 
into the world of shadowy 
meetings where unaccount-
able bureaucrats overturn 
the policies of elected gov-
ernments and ruin countless 
lives.

A f t e r  f a i l i n g  t o 
change them, he turned  
whistleblower and exposed 
them. 

Along the way, his book 
also unwittingly exposes the 
limitations of his own strat-
egy for taking them on.

Varoufakis lays bare the 
hypocrisy of a bailout regime 
presented as a generous 
“rescue” of the Greeks.

French and German banks 
lent money to Greek banks that 
then went bust after the 2008-9 
financial crisis. The EU and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) handed the Greek gov-
ernment a bill it couldn’t pay.

Bankrupt  Greece  was 
granted the biggest loan in 
history—on condit ion of 
brutal austerity that shrank its 
economy.

T
HIS “cruel and 
unusual punish-
ment,” Varoufakis 
wr i tes,  “effec-
tively condemned 
Greece to a mod-

ern version of the Dickensian 
debtors’ prison.”

A second bailout was needed 
to pay off the first, and by 2015 
the question of a third bailout 
was looming.

Ordinary people in Greece 
fought hard and elected radi-
cal left party Syriza to break 
that cycle. Varoufakis wanted 
to convince the creditors that it 
was in their interest too.

Crush Greece and you’ll 
never get your money back, 
he argued. Help us now, and 
eventually you will.

To Varoufakis’s horror, 
Europe’s alphabet soup of 
supposedly economic organ-
isations refused to discuss 
economics.

He was prepared for a hos-
tile reception. Instead “they 
denied the very existence of 
the pieces of paper I had placed 
before them.”

Europe’s most powerful offi-
cials protested that their hands 
were tied by rules beyond their 
control.

This was European Central 

Bank (ECB) head Mario 
Draghi’s excuse for dismissing 
solutions to Greece’s dilemma.

Yet it didn’t stop him closing 
the Greek banks on the eve of a 
key referendum.

At centre stage is the euro-
group—a body with no official 
existence, informally bringing 
together elected finance minis-
ters. Yet its meetings are intro-
duced by unelected officials, 
their decisions “presented as a 
natural, apolitical consequence 
of bureaucratic constraints”.

Dealing with this regime of 
“creditors who don’t want their 
money back” reads like a Franz 
Kafka novel.

They bitterly opposed rehir-
ing sacked cleaners, even 
though Varoufakis cancelled 
out the cost by selling his min-
istry’s luxury cars.

They b locked funding 
from China and overturned 
Varoufakis’s scheme to chase 
rich tax dodgers.

German finance minister 
Wolfgang Schauble insisted, 

“Elections cannot be allowed 
to change economic policy”. 
Varoufakis retorted, then why 
bother having them?

With government money 
running out ,  Varoufakis  
presented eurozone bailout 
fund chief Klaus Regling with 
a dilemma.

Should the government 
default on much-needed pen-
sions and benefits or a debt 
payment to the IMF? 

“For Klaus it was a no-
brainer. ‘You must never, ever 
default to the IMF. Suspend all 
pension payments instead.’”

Varoufakis recognises that 
their bloody-minded hostility 
to the “Greek spring” is about 
more than Greece.

The aim is to make Greece 
an example to “discipline” 
other countries into Greek-style  
austerity.

Like the debtors’  pris-
ons to which he compares 
the bailout, the point is to  
terrorise the rest.

A
FTER Syr iza 
l e a d e r  a n d 
prime minister 
Alexis Tsipras 
surrendered, 
the Greek par-

liament had to approve a 
statement saying that it 
requested the new attacks.

Varoufakis writes, “Greece 
experienced collectively the 
same treatment that Britain’s 
poor receive when they claim 
their benefits at job centres, 
where they must consent to 
their humiliation by espous-
ing ‘affirmation’ phrases such 
as ‘My only limitations are the 
ones I set for myself.’”

For Varoufakis, such cruel 
arrogance by the “liberal estab-
lishment” is to blame for its 
recent polling defeats.

His account is particularly 
damning for social democrats, 
the Labour-type parties that 
promise reforms for the work-
ing class then govern for its 
enemies.

Italian finance minister Pier 
Carlo Padoan urged Varoufakis 
to do as he did—pacify 
Schauble by rolling back work-
ers’ rights despite the political 
cost.

French finance minister 
Michel Sapin agreed with 
Varoufakis in private but never 
in public or practice.

 It’s these betrayals, not 
left wingers such as Jeremy 
Corbyn, that explain “the 
general Waterloo now facing 
European social democracy”.

Syriza was meant to change 
all that.

But Varoufakis’ account 
makes its failure unsurprising. 

In the book Tsipris con-
stantly appears more inter-
ested in balancing agendas 
than finding a coherent plan.

He made fatal compromises 
with his enemies, and haggled 
futilely over the content of the 
EU’s plan rather than address-
ing the power that allows them 
to dictate it.

An exasperated Varoufakis 
compares this to “trying to 
fend off a shark by pouring 

BAILOUT 
BLACKMAIL 
IN GREECE
Yanis Varoufakis’s new book shows how brutal the EU 
was towards those who had voted to end austerity. It also 
demonstrates Syriza’s failed strategy, writes Dave Sewell

He made fatal 
compromises 
with his 
enemies and 
haggled futilely

‘‘ 
Yanis Varoufakis

PROTESTERS IN Greece during the general strike against pension cuts in February 2016  Picture: Workers solidarity

Will only downtrodden 
workers fight back?

War and hunger 
sparked the Russian 
Revolution in 1917, 
but will only such 
desperate conditions 
lead to a revolution?

AFTER THE Russian 
Revolution the Bolshevik 
leader Vladimir Lenin 
described the conditions 
necessary for such an 
upheaval to take place. 

“It is only when the ‘lower 
classes’ do not want to live in 
the old way and the ‘upper 
classes’ cannot carry on in the 
old way that the revolution 
can triumph,” he wrote. 

In Russia these conditions 
developed in the context 
of the First World War. 

The combination of 
mass killings on the front 
line and hardship at home 
caused a political crisis 
for the ruling class. 

A woman worker summed 
up the situation during a 
food riot in 1916. “They are 
slaughtering our husbands 
and our sons in the war and 
at home they want to starve 
us to death,” she said.

This intensified the 
anger over the total 
lack of democracy.

Sailors
Mutiny wracked the armed 
forces. The February 
revolution saw a revolt by 
sailors at the Kronstadt naval 
base against their officers. 

Later the peasant-based 
army saw mass desertions 
and refusals to fight. 

But it’s not true that 
workers were passive 
before the war. 

The years leading up to 
it saw huge struggles. 

As revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky wrote, “In July 
1914, while the diplomats 
were driving the last nail 
into the cross designed for 
the crucifixion of Europe, 
Petrograd was boiling like 
a revolutionary cauldron.”

The declaration of war 
choked off the development 
of a revolutionary movement.

The number of strikes 
dropped rapidly when 
Russia entered the war. 

Marxist historian SA 
Smith shows that in “1915 

there were 1,928 strikes. 
And in January-February 
1917 there were 718 strikes 
involving 548,300 workers.”

These figures were 
dwarfed by those for 1905. 

But this was only 
temporary. Soon strikes 
returned—on a higher 
and more political 
level than in 1914. 

War, hunger and demands 
for political change came 
together explosively. Not 
all workers opposed the 

war, but many did.
War reveals the reality of 

class relations in the most 
bitter and brutal way. 

But that does not 
mean it is necessary for a 
revolution to take place.

The 2011 Egyptian 
Revolution, the Iranian 
Revolution of 1979 and 
others did not take place 
directly during wars.  

Nor is it true that the 
more starving and desperate 
workers are, the more 
likely they are to revolt. 

The most appalling 
conditions and experiences 
can lead to passivity and 
resignation, not insurrection.

Militant
During the First World War 
the most militant workers 
tended to be the most skilled 
and better paid, and they 
were also less likely to be sent 
to the front. 

Elsewhere in Europe some 
of the most determined strikes 
during and after the war 
were led by the metalworkers 
in Germany and Italy.

The danger for 
revolutionaries is to say that 
there are specific conditions 
which must be met before 
a revolution is possible.

That would lead to looking 
at the world in a simplistic 
and dogmatic way.

The job of revolutionaries 
is to find the key arguments 
that can gain traction with the 
workers and spur them on to 
fight for their own interests.
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage 
at tinyurl.com/sw1917

TIMELINE
Events by 4 May (17 May by 
modern calendar)
lTrotsky arrives in Russia, 
returning from exile
lThe Petrograd Soviet 
votes in favour of forming a 
new, Coalition Government 
on 14 May, despite 
Bolshevik condemnation 
and the March 1 Soviet 
decision to the contrary
lWeeks earlier, Lenin 
warned about the dangers 
of this new Dual Power. 
Miliukov’s resignation 
comes on the 15 May

War reveals the 
reality of class 
relations in the 
most bitter and 
brutal way

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION

RUSSIAN TROOPS marching in 1917
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Universities threaten massive job cuts 
THOUSANDS OF jobs are 
under threat at universities 
across Britain—and there 
are signs of resistance.

Workers at Manchester 
Metropolitan University are 
due to strike on Wednesday 
and Thursday of next week. 

Bosses want to close the 
Crewe campus of the univer-
sity, putting 160 academic 
staff and others at risk. They 
have refused to rule out com-
pulsory redundancies.

Some 79 percent of UCU 
union members who voted 
backed strikes. 

Meanwhile over 300 staff 
at the University of Manches-
ter gathered last week at a 
meeting called by the UCU 
union to discuss fighting back 
against a threat to 926 jobs. 

This includes 171 lectur-
ers and support staff jobs 
in biology, languages, arts, 
medicine and business. Other 
areas hit are administration 
and catering.

Management blames lack 
of funds, but the univer-
sity’s financial statement 
revealed it had reserves total-
ling £1.5 billion, including 
£430 million in readily avail-
able cash.

Reps from the Unite and 

NUT unions and the student 
union joined the meeting to 
show solidarity. 

The meeting ended with 
an impromptu demonstra-
tion outside the university 
management’s offices.

Students chanted “No ifs, 

no buts, no education cuts.”
The university says it needs 

to “create financial head-
room” because of “increased 
financial, political and sector 
uncertainty”.

But UCU general secretary 
Sally Hunt said, “We believe 

the university is using recent 
government policy changes 
and Brexit as an excuse to 
make short-term cuts that will 
cause long-term damage.”

A slew of universities 
are going down the same 
road (see box). The timing 

of the job cuts announce-
ment means that, under the 
Tories’ new anti-union laws, 
it is hard for workers to hold 
strike ballots and to take sus-
tained action before the end 
of the term.

But that should not stop 

urgent discussion on how to 
organise resistance such as 
marking boycotts or strikes to 
disrupt autumn registration.

U C U  l e a d e r s  m u s t  
encourage and coordinate 
resistance across all the 
threatened universities.

LECTURERS AT Manchester Metropolitan University

 AT A GLANCE
AS WORKERS prepare 
to fight cuts at two 
Manchester universities, 
similar disputes loom 
around England, Scotland 
and Wales

lAberystwyth 
University bosses 

have written to all 
members of staff with 
a request for voluntary 
redundancies according 
to the Unison union.

Unison added that “up 
to 150 jobs” are at risk 
as the university aims 
to save £11 million over 
the next two years.

lSouthampton 
Solent University 

has announced that 
62 jobs are at risk.

lUniversity of 
South Wales has 

been consulting with 
staff on making 139 
redundancies across all 
four of its faculties and 
support departments in 
Cardiff, Treforest and 
Newport campuses. 

Unison branch 
secretary Dan Beard said 
workers “have had years 
of constant restructures, 
redundancies and 
uncertainty.

“Caerleon campus 
was closed last year.”

Beard slammed “the 
increasing practice of 
retaining and recruiting 
highly paid management 
staff”. He added, “The 
union will robustly defend 
our members’ interests.”

lSunderland 
University lecturers 

and staff have been 
warned compulsory job 
cuts may be required 
to deal with falling 
student numbers.

An e-mail from chief 
operating officer Steve 
Knight and deputy vice-
chancellor Professor 
Michael Young has 
been sent to staff, 
inviting applications for 
voluntary severance.

lHeriot-Watt 
University which has 

campuses in Edinburgh, 
Galashiels and Orkney 
announced in March 
that it wanted to axe 
around 100 jobs to 
save £4.25 million.
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In the Tories’ target towns, 
there’s still hope for Labour
Both constituencies in Luton are on the Tory hitlist of seats to take from Labour in June’s general 
election. But residents of the town told Tomáš Tengely-Evans that the nasty party hasn’t won yet

LUTON HAS suffered under 
Tory rule. Despite that, the 

party is hoping to take the town 
from Labour in the general 
election.

Both the Luton South and Luton 
North constituencies are on the 
Tories’ hit list of top 150 seats to win.

People in the Bedfordshire town 
are angry about how austerity is 
wrecking their lives.

Lisa told Socialist Worker, “There’s 
been a lot of changes in education. 
The teaching assistants (TAs) have 
been cut.

“My son who’s autistic relies on the 
TAs so now he’s going to suffer.”

Jackie, another Luton resident, 
asked, “What are they doing about 
the NHS?”

“My husband had an appointment 
at the hospital in June,” she explained 
to Socialist Worker. “It was then can-
celled twice and now the earliest they 
can do is November this year.

“It’s to do with cataracts—he needs 
it done because he drives for work.”

Disillusionment
There’s plenty of anger, but dis-
illusionment dominates people’s  
understanding of politics. 

“None of the people running stand 
out,” said Jackie. “MPs don’t seem to 
serve the general population.” 

“They work for themselves and 
they’re all affiliated to different com-
panies. How did George Osborne get 
those jobs after he stopped being 
chancellor? That’s because he already 
had them.” 

Luton was hit hard by Tory poli-
cies in the 1980s, with the gradual 
loss of jobs in its once large automo-
tive industry.

Some 37,000 people worked at 
Vauxhall’s Griffin plant in the 1960s. 
The workforce now stands at just 900.

The unemployment rate in Luton is 
officially 10.3 percent—that’s higher 
than England’s 8.2 percent. 

Tom, a pensioner, remembers 
when “it used to be a good town”. 

“You had jobs with Vauxhall but not 
so much any more,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “There are no opportunities 

for younger people—I wouldn’t want 
to stay here.” 

This sort of anger is what fuelled 
support for Brexit in Luton, which 
voted by 56 percent to Leave the 
European Union (EU) last June.

Some people said they are backing 

Theresa May because she was in 
favour of Brexit. But if Labour can pull 
this mood to the left, it would have a 
chance of beating the Tories. 

While many of Labour’s policies 
would benefit working class people 
in Luton, many do not see an alterna-
tive on offer.

Lisa said she would “like someone 
who’s looking out for education”, but 
didn’t think anyone was.

Tom added, “Politicians like Jeremy 
Corbyn say that they’re going to make 

it better for people, but it’s all talk, 
talk, talk. 

“The fact they don’t has 
to be addressed.”

This deep distrust of 
politicians and Labour 
isn’t down to Corbyn, 
but has been built up by 
years of betrayals.

Imran, a Labour sup-
porter from Luton, told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s 
been hard being in the 
Labour Party during 
the last few years. But 

things are looking up, because I think 
there’s the germs of leadership in 
Jeremy Corbyn.” 

At the Unite union offices regional 
officers Richard and Jeff were excited 
by Corbyn’s policies that were in the 
leaked manifesto.

“During the last election I went 
around canvassing and people said 
there isn’t a cigarette paper between 
them,” Richard told Socialist Worker.

Differences
“Now you couldn’t have more differ-
ences between them.”

Jeff added, “Two years ago during 
the last election I was a workplace 
rep. I found it really difficult going 
round asking people to vote Labour, 
because it was all austerity-lite. I wish 
I had these policies back then.”

Putting out radical policies can help 
Labour.

But to shift the experience of years 
of betrayal and decline in towns 
such as Luton, it will take convincing 
people that change is possible.

It will also take more than getting 
out on the doorstep to do this. 

Richard said, “Jeremy Corbyn came 
to Luton about a year ago and spoke at 
the university with lots of people. If he 
came again and spoke in St George’s 
Square, I’m sure it would be packed 
to the rafters.” 

 FIGURE IT OUT

Not in the 
bag for 
anyone

THE TORIES have 
drawn up a list of 

constituencies to target in 
the general election. Both 
Luton North and Luton 
South are on the list.  

The statistics below 
show that the Tories 
have their work cut out. 

If Labour puts out a 
positive message then it 
can push them back.

LUTON NORTH
lLabour MP  
Kelvin Hopkins
lLabour majority in 2015 
of 9,504 or 22.3 percent
lLabour vote of 22,243 
in 2015
l3 percent increase on 
2010
lTory vote of 12,739 or 
29.9 percent in 2015
lLeave vote in EU 
referendum  
56.29 percent
lUkip gain in 2015 was 
8.9 percent
lLabour took the seat 
from the Tories in 1997

LUTON SOUTH
lLabour MP  
Gavin Shuker
lLabour majority in 2015 
of 5,711 or 13.5 percent
lLabour vote of 18,660 
in 2015
l9.3 percent increase on 
2010
lTory vote of 12,949 or 
30.7 percent in 2015
lLeave vote in EU 
referendum  
53.07 percent
lUkip gain in 2015 was 
9.8 percent
lA narrower majority here 
means the Tories stand a 
better chance

PEOPLE IN Luton aren’t lost to the Tories

Socialist Worker  17 May 2017

Unite union officers Jeff and Richard

It’s been hard 
being in the 
Labour Party 
during the last 
few years

‘‘ 
What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Luton South MP
Gavin Shuker...

... and his Tory rival
Dean Russell

Luton North MP
Kelvin Hopkins...

... and his Tory rival
Caroline Kerswell
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IN BRIEF 

Walkouts to shatter 
miserly pay offer 
MANUFACTURING workers at 
Sierra Windows in Paignton, 
Devon, are set to launch their 
fourth of five planned 48 hour 
strikes on Thursday. 

The Unite union members 
have rejected a 1.5 percent 
pay offer and the imposition 
of new shift patterns.

Workers at DB Glass in 
Newton Abbot, Devon, began 
balloting last week for strikes 
over the same issue. 

Both firms are part of the 
group Specialist Building 
Products.

Protest against 
Chagos deportation
CHAGOSSIANS protested 
against a possible deportation 
outside a tribunal hearing 
centre in central London on 
Tuesday. 

The Chagossians were 
forcibly removed from their 
homes on the Chagos Islands 
in the Indian Ocean by the 
British government in 1966. 

Harold Wilson’s Labour 
government cleared the 
islands to make room for a 
US military base.

Chagossians have lived in 
exile in Mauritius and Britain 
ever since—many of them in 
poverty. 

But immigration rules 
mean Chagossians in Britain 
can still be deported and 
detained.

Activists take on 
demolition plans
HOUSING campaigners in 
Haringey, north London, 
are set to hold a protest 
on 20 June on Turnpike 
Lane against the council’s 
disastrous plans to demolish 
seven estates in the borough.

The redevelopment project 
is being planned jointly 
with the property developer 
Lendlease through a special 
purpose vehicle, the Haringey 
Development Vehicle.

If the plans aren’t stopped, 
thousands of people will be 
forced out of their homes 
and could be forced out of 
London.
lFor more information on the 
campaign go to stophdv.com

Let’s humiliate the 
Nazis in Liverpool 
UNITE AGAINST Fascism 
(UAF) has called counter-
protests against fascist 
groups on Saturday 3 June.

The racist English Defence 
League (EDL) has threatened 
to protest in Liverpool. UAF 
has called a protest outside 
Liverpool Lime Street railway 
station from 12 noon.

Nazi group Britain First 
had also planned to march in 
Birmingham on the same day.

But it was humiliatingly 
forced to “postpone” its 
protest after fuhrers Paul 
Golding and Jayda Fransen 
were arrested on suspicion of 
inciting racial hatred. 
lGo to uaf.org.uk for Liverpool 
protest details

 Barnet’s Tory council 
retreats from selloffs
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

ANTI-CUTS campaigners in 
Barnet were celebrating a 
breakthrough after the  
Tory-run north London 
council decided to keep its 
waste, recycling and street 
cleaning services in-house.

The decision last Thursday 
not to privatise “street scene” 
services has boosted activists.

John Burgess and Helen 
Davies, secretary and chair 
of the Barnet branch of 
the Unison union, spoke to 
Socialist Worker (pc).

John said the decision 
“marks the end” of a wave 
of outsourcing announced in 
2015. 

He said the threat to 

children’s centres, family and 
adult social work, and street 
scene services have “all gone 
away”.

Just three months ago street 
scene workers were gearing up 
to strike against privatisation.

Private 
The Tory council has pushed 
the idea that local authorities 
should not run services, but 
commission private firms to 
do so.  

Helen said, “We’ve had 
everything stacked against us, 
but we’ve worked hard with 
the trades council and Barnet 
Alliance for Public Services.

“We kept the pressure up 
and didn’t back off.”

There have been several 
waves of outsourcing, each 

met with strikes. Helen said 
solidarity from other trade 
unionists during those strikes 
“helped massively”.

“The commissioning 
council’s arguments have been 
exposed,” she said.

John said that more money 
was being spent on agency 
staff and consultants than the 
council promised.

“They spent £7.7 million on 
agencies and consultants in 
2011 before the outsourcing.

“This year it was just under 
£20 million on agencies and 
consultants.” 

He added, “Our next task is 
to tackle the contractors.”

John argued that while it’s 
“not the end of our battle” it is 
a lesson to “keep believing and 
keep organising”.

PROTESTERS OUTSIDE Downing Street last Wednesday as Nato’s secretary general Jens 
Stoltenberg met Theresa May. They were discussing Donald Trump’s suggestion of sending 
more British troops to join the occupation of Afghanistan.  Picture: Guy Smallman

Strike at depots against 
rail bosses’ lack of care
WORKERS AT train 
maintenance company Arriva 
Traincare were set to walk 
out over the bosses’ latest 
pay offer on Friday. 

The RMT union members 
work at the firm’s five depots 
in Bristol, Cambridge, Crewe, 
Eastleigh and Gateshead.

The union said it had 
been “made clear to the 
union’s negotiating team 
that the company was not 
prepared to enter into pay 
negotiations with RMT”. 

Negotiations
Bosses claim that this 
year’s pay award “has been 
accepted following positive 
negotiations with Unite—our 
recognised trade union”. 

But Arriva Traincare 

directly employs 200 staff, 
and 90 RMT members were 
eligible to vote in the union’s 
ballot which delivered a 
96 percent vote to strike.

Wake 
RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said, “RMT 
members delivered a 
massive yes vote for action.

“The company should 
wake up and take notice 
of the anger amongst their 
workforce over the pay issue.  

“Our members are 
entitled to be represented 
by the union that they 
are members of. 

“This is so we can 
get on with our job and 
negotiate decent pay and 
conditions on their behalf.”

ANTI-WAR TRANSPORT 

On the picket line 
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Bus workers begin ballots 
in defence of their unions
OVER 400 workers across 
Stagecoach South West 
buses are balloting for 
strikes over the victimisation 
and sacking of a RMT union 
branch official.

The majority of the RMT 
members are based in Exeter 
with others in Exmouth and 
Sidmouth.

As well as drivers, the 
ballot includes engineers, 
clerks, cleaners and 
controllers.

The RMT said it has 
“repeatedly refuted the 
serious allegations levelled 
at our member by company 
bosses”. 

The union said 
management “have chosen 
to ignore the facts” and its 

sacking of the official is 
“grossly unfair and wholly 
disproportionate”. 

The union is urging a yes 
vote in the ballot that closes 
on the 18 May.

nUNITE UNION members 
working for north west 
London bus firm Tower 
Transit are balloting to strike 
in defence of their union rep 
this week, Socialist Worker 
understands.

This is not the first dispute 
bus workers have had with 
Tower Transit bosses.

It is likely there could be a 
high vote for action.
lRead more at London bus 
strike rattles bullying boss 
bit.ly/2pN1cIH

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

EDUCATION 

Teachers fight academies
DORMERS WELLS High 
School teachers in Southall, 
west London, struck last 
week against their school 
being turned into an 
academy. 

Many passers-by offered 
their support. Support staff 
came out with breakfast for 
those on picket duty. 

At the strike rally 
there were very strong 

commitments by teachers, 
parents and governors 
to widen and deepen the 
campaign—and to win.

Meanwhile, teachers 
at Khalsa Primary have 
voted 94 percent yes to 
strike against actions of the 
governing body.
Stefan Simms, Ealing 
NUT divisional secretary 
(personal capacity)

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 

Workers plan protest after 
bosses sacked union rep 
ACTIVISTS IN the PCS 
union are calling for urgent 
solidarity for a victimised 
union rep in the civil service.

PCS rep Bob Simm was 
sacked from his job at the 
Ministry of Justice’s Office of 
the Public Guardian (OPG) in 
Birmingham on attendance 
charges.

PCS said he was sacked 
after a period of absence 
relating to disability. 

It added, “He is not the 
first member to have been 
unfairly dismissed under this 
punitive policy.” 

Bob is appealing and PCS 
is considering taking the 
case to employment tribunal. 
His supporters were set to 
protest outside the OPG 

office in Birmingham this 
Thursday.
lJoin the protest from 1pm at 
The Axis Building, B1 1TF. 

nRESULTS OF elections to 
the PCS national executive 
committee (NEC) were 
released last Thursday.

The PCS Democracy 
Alliance, which includes the 
Left Unity group, increased 
its NEC majority by two.

Socialist Worker, whose 
supporters are part of 
Left Unity, was backing 
Democracy Alliance 
candidates. 

Socialist Workers Party 
member Marianne Owens 
topped the ballot with 7, 284 
votes.

HOUSING WORKERS 

Walkout for 
equal pay  
AROUND 200 social housing 
maintenance workers rallied 
outside Manchester Town 
Hall on Monday.

The Unite union members 
were striking for pay parity 
with other housing workers 
employed by private 
contractor Mears.

Unite steward Billy Sinclair 
told the strikers, “This is our 
day—they’ve shit on us for 
eleven long years and they’re 
denying responsibility. 

“We want our money and 
we want this sorted fast.”  

Unite officer Andy 
Fisher pledged the union’s 
“100 percent support” for 
the strikers.  
Mike Killian 
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FUJITSU

 Strikers refuse to  
 give in to IT bosses 
by DAVE SEWELL

WORKERS AT IT services 
firm Fujitsu struck on 
Thursday and Friday of last 
week in a continuing dispute 
over a raft of cutbacks.

The Unite union members 
were set to hold talks with 
management as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

With Fujitsu making 1,800 
workers redundant, strikers 
want guarantees over job 
security as well as addressing 
demands over pay, pensions 
and union recognition.

Kevin Davies,  senior 
workplace rep at Fujitsu 
Manchester, told Socialist 
Worker, “People are hold-
ing up well through a long 
dispute.

“The numbers on the 
picket line and taking action 
are fairly constant, which is 
surprising as many of those 
who were taking action have 
been made redundant. 

“We’re seeing new faces 
taking action and on the 
picket lines because they 
can see how they will be 
affected.”

The dispute has so far 
involved 14 strike days, with 
five more already planned 
including Thursday and 
Friday of this week.

I t  invo lves  s i tes  in 
Blackpool, Basingstoke, 

Birmingham, Bracknell, 
Crewe, Edinburgh, London, 
Manchester, Stevenage, 
Wakefield and Warrington.

Workers and supporters 
have also held protests at the 
offices of Fujitsu clients.

Kevin said, “We know from 
talking to managers that this 

is having an impact. Anything 
that affects sales upsets 
senior management.”

Fujitsu provides out-
sourced IT services to big 
brands and to government 
departments. 

For Kevin, the cyber-attack 
that hit the NHS (see page 7) 

was a wake-up call. “If you go 
and make experienced work-
ers redundant, there is a risk 
to security as well as to ser-
vice delivery,” he warned.
lFor details of pickets, to send 
messages of support and to 
donate to the strike fund,  
go to bit.ly/2oYsHPv

CAR WORKERS

Accelerate action over BMW attacks
CAR WORKERS struck at 
four plants around Britain 
on Tuesday to stop BMW 
Group bosses’ closure of 
their pension scheme.

Strikes hit Mini plants 
in Cowley (Oxford) and 
Swindon, Rolls-Royce in 
Goodwood, Sussex, and the 
BMW engine plant in Hams 
Hall, near Birmingham.

It was the Unite union 
members’ first coordinated 
strike across all four sites, 
and another was planned on 
Thursday this week.

There was a great mood 
on the picket line in Cowley, 
where the strike brought 
production to a standstill. 

In lively discussions a few 
strikers, particularly older 
workers who had taken part 
in the struggles of the 1970s, 
argued for tactics beyond 
those the union is proposing.

One striker told Socialist 
Worker that the pension 
closure was “the tip of 
the iceberg” after years of 
cutbacks for workers.

John said, “I’ve got 14 
years until I retire if it’s at  
60. If we lose the scheme I 
may have to work until 67.”

Philip added, “I’m due to 
retire next year so I won’t 
be affected, but I’m striking 
on principle and in solidarity 

with my workmates.”
BMW made £6 billion 

profit last year and gave £2 
billion to shareholders—yet 
it insists it needs to cut 
thousands of pounds from 
workers’ retirement income.

After Thursday’s 
coordinated strike, another 
is planned at Cowley and 
Swindon on Sunday and at 
Goodwood and Hams Hall 
on Wednesday of next week.

The scheme is scheduled 
to close the following week.

The BMW workers are 
showing it’s possible to resist 
the pensions onslaught. 
Trade unionists should show 
support—and Unite should 
call more action.
Julie Simmons
lSend messages of support 
at unitetheunion.org/
campaigning/bmw-pension-
robbers/

ON THE picket line in Manchester last week                                                   Picture: Geoff Brown 

LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS

 Cleaners fight for dignity and equality
CLEANERS AT the London 
School of Economics (LSE) 
struck on Thursday of last 
week and were due to strike 
again this week. They are 
fighting for the same pay 
and conditions as similar 
directly-employed workers.

The strikers are part of the 
United Voices of the World 
(UVW) union. They have 
faced down management 
threats and derisory offers 
put forward in an attempt to 
get them to call off the action.

The cleaners currently 
get the statutory minimum 
sick pay, maternity 
and paternity pay.

A deal was put forward—
and rejected—just before 
the strike. It had emerged 
after talks between LSE 
management, the Unison 
union and Noonan, the firm 
cleaning is outsourced to.

Although UVW represents 

more workers, LSE chooses 
to negotiate with Unison.

The proposed deal was the 
third offered and included  
20 days of sick pay at full pay 
and another 20 at half pay. 

It would also see workers 
get 31 days holiday, an 
increase of three days from 
the statutory minimum.

UVW general secretary 
Petros Elia told Socialist 

Worker, “If they want to 
negotiate about sick pay, we 
should be talking in terms 
of months, not days.”

Students at the university 
are supporting the workers 
by organising breakfasts.

“We’ll keep striking until 
we get a proper offer,” 
said striker Kinkena. 
lStrike fund at uvwunion.org.
uk/justiceforlsecleaners/

 Scottish FE lecturers keep  
 up the battle for equal pay
>>>from page 20
of further education.

Bosses are demanding 
the union accepts the cuts to 
preparation time before they 
will honour a pay deal agreed 
last year.

But lecturers’ organisation 
is growing in strength. One 
Glasgow Clyde College striker 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
really important to hold branch 
meetings to build the pickets 
and the strikes. 

“Seeing the branch meeting 
packed out definitely gave us 
more confidence to fight.”

Lecturers were boosted 
by the news last week that 
their 55,000-strong EIS union 
was stepping up its backing 
with a new strike fund. 

Organised
Students are also getting 
organised. Cheryl has set up 
a student solidarity Facebook 
group to back the strikes. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“We know the lecturers care 
about students. 

“We’re trying to encourage 
students to get involved, 
support the lecturers and join 
the picket lines. If the deal is 
honoured we get our lecturers 
back.”

Students planned to rally in 
Glasgow on Wednesday to back 
their lecturers.

Strikers’ anger is now rightly 
being directed at the SNP’s 
refusal to intervene. 

“The silence from the 
education minister and the 
further education minister is 
unsustainable,” EIS Fela rep 
Angela told Socialist Worker.

“We are not going away.”
Last Thursday’s strike saw 

workers protest at local SNP 
MSPs’ offices and the official 
residence of SNP first minister  

 

Nicola Sturgeon. Sturgeon 
has urged bosses to “go the 
extra mile” to get a settlement. 
But she also claimed that if the 
government has to intervene 
it would mean the failure of 
national bargaining.

Sturgeon is missing the key 
point—national bargaining is 
already failing.

The Glasgow Clyde striker 
said, “People are really angry. 
Management are just so 
cynical. It’s not just that they 
don’t care about us. 

“They don’t care about the 
students either. This is a very 
important battle. We can’t 
back down. If we don’t win, 
management will come for 
more cuts. Victory is crucial.”

FUJITSU

Tackling the ‘London school of exploitation’    Picture: Shiri Shalmy

 

lMessages of support to: 
Jgkellyeis@live.co.uk 
lSign the petition at  
eis.org.uk
lFighting fund bank account 
details at  
bit.ly/2qT0RnU 
lUCU London region and 
Unite the Resistance are 
co-hosting a meeting for 
solidarity with EIS strikers. 
Friday 19 May, 6.30pm, 
upstairs at The Cheshire 
Cheese pub, 5 Little Essex St, 
London WC2R 3LD

Solidarity

EDUCATION

PICKETING IN Oxford
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 JOIN A PROTEST
lBristol—Saturday  
20 May 11am at College 
Green
lSheffield—Saturday  
20 May, 12 noon 
Devonshire Green, rally at 
Town Hall 1pm
lLeamington—Sunday  
21 May, 2.30pm Top Park, 
at the top of the Parade. 
March to rally in Pump 
Room Gardens
lLondon—Thursday  
18 May, 5pm Old Palace 
Yard (opposite parliament)

Scottish colleges

 Education fights 
can beat the cuts
Large protests and campaigns show the fury at 
schools funding cuts, reports Sadie Robinson
A HUGE march through 
Lancaster last Saturday 
showed the fury at a Tory 
schools funding cuts plan—
and potential to build 
resistance to it.

Some 2,000 people joined 
the Lancaster protest against 
the Tories’ so-called fair 
funding formula, which will 
snatch £3 billion from schools 
every year by 2020.

Teachers, parents and 
school children all marched 
together, with children carry-
ing placards they had made 
themselves at the start of the 
march. 

Audrey Glover, a teacher 
and NUT union member in 
Lancaster, said it was the big-
gest demonstration the city 
had seen in years.

“We knew the march was 
going to be huge—but it 
was so much bigger than 
expected,” she told Socialist 
Worker. 

Balloons
“We’d been leafleting in the 
town centre for a month in 
the run up to the march—
teachers and parents together 
with stalls and balloons.

“Parents had also been 
taking leaflets to other 
schools, so it was a real grass-
roots campaign”. 

Four more protests against 
education funding cuts were 
set to take place this week-
end—in Bristol, Leamington, 
Manchester and Sheffield. 

And in London protesters 
plan to gather at Old Palace 
Yard on Thursday of this 
week. 

Huw is involved in build-
ing the Bristol protest. “Our 
campaign is full of people 
who’ve never been involved 
in anything political before,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

“We had 20,000 leaflets 
for the demo and they’ve 
gone. I’ve never been in a 
campaign when so many 
people have wanted to be 
actively involved.”

In Manchester campaign-
ers are encouraging each 
school to send a delegation 
to the protest. Parent Jazz 
helped to set up the cam-
paign group in Bristol.

“Lots of people have 
offered to leaflet and be 
points of contact for their 

schools,” she told Socialist 
Worker. Jazz also explained 
what’s at stake. “The cuts 
are already having a huge 
impact,” she said. 

“Music lessons have been 
cut. School trips have been 
cut. Activities have been can-
celled. The school has had to 
fundraise to raise money for 
things they shouldn’t have to 
fundraise for.”

Rocks
The Tories are on the rocks 
over their school cuts. There 
is widespread opposition 
from ordinary people, while 
several Tory MPs have threat-
ened to vote against them.

But we shouldn’t settle for 
some fudge that still steals 
money from children. The 
money’s there for education. 

As Victoria, a parent cam-
paigning in Cheshire, put it, 
“It’s not fair. There’s lots of 
money being spent on things 
like Trident and HS2.”

Parents across England 
have set up campaigns and 
found that people flocked 
to them. And while it’s good 
that Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has promised to put 
more money into schools if 
elected, activity by ordinary 
people is key.

If the Tories don’t back 
off, campaign groups and 
the unions should turn up the 
heat. National demonstra-
tions and strikes by school 
workers can beat the Tories.

SNP spin doctors stonewall strike
A SECRETIVE and 
influential firm of 
lobbyists with close links 
to the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) is working on 
behalf of bosses’ group 
Colleges Scotland.

Charlotte Street 
Partners (CSP) are 
“earning their big fee” by 
keeping a wave of strikes 
against their client out of 
the press. 

This was the claim 
made last Sunday by 
Lothians MSP Neil 
Findlay.

A major industrial 
battle is raging in 
Scotland that the media 
has largely ignored for 
two weeks. 

CSP’s client Colleges 
Scotland is refusing to 
honour a deal it made 
with the EIS Fela union 
14 months ago.

Findlay’s claims raise 
serious questions about 
the £470,000 a year 
Colleges Scotland gets 
to implement national 
bargaining from Scottish 
Funding Council. The 
council is a public body of 
the Scottish government.

It also turns the 
spotlight on the shadowy 
firm’s links with the SNP. 

CSP managing partner 
is former SNP MSP 
Andrew Wilson—still 
working at a senior level 
for the party. 

Former SNP spin doctor 
Kevin Pringle also works 
for CSP.

On Tuesday college 
lecturers staged their 
fifth national walkout 
since 27 April and were 
set to strike again on 
Wednesday. They plan to 
escalate to a three-day 

strike next week.
Eileen, the EIS Fela 

branch secretary at New 
College Lanarkshire, told 
Socialist Worker, “This 
action is seriously hitting 
further education”. 

She said the employers’ 
attitude was making 
workers “very angry”, 
as is the misreporting of 
their dispute in the press.

Coverage has been 
so bad that in Glasgow 
last Thursday over 100 
strikers from several 
colleges protested 
outside BBC Scotland 
headquarters chanting 
“Tell the truth!”

Talks with Colleges 
Scotland once again 
produced only demands 
from bosses that 
lecturers accept cuts—
compromising the quality
>>Continued on page 19

STRIKERS RALLY earlier this month  Picture: Duncan Brown
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email circ@socialistworker.
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