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ELECTION

Surge for Corbyn 
and Labour can 
boost fightback
JEREMY CORBYN’S left wing 
general election campaign 
is inspiring trade unionists 
and ordinary people. 

A series of opinion polls 
last weekend gave new hope 
that the general election 
result will not be the one that 
arrogant Tory Theresa May 
and her wealthy supporters 
are hoping for. 
>>Pages 4&5

EDUCATION

Fight takes off 
to stop school 
funding cuts
THOUSANDS OF people 
have taken part in activity 
to oppose education cuts 
over the last week.

New campaign groups 
have sprung up. A day of 
action last Friday saw events 
across England.

And over 1,000 people 
joined a monster rally in 
east London.
>>Page 20

ANTI-RACISM

More powers for 
Islamophobic 
Prevent strategy
THE TORIES want to secure 
even greater powers to spy 
for signs of “radicalisation”.

The measures they propose 
won’t halt terrorism. 

But they will mean more 
repression and will encourage 
the belief that Muslims are the 
“enemy within”.
>>Page 6
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 A destructive digger who  
 should have no regrets
TROUBLEMAKER sends 
solidarity to Rory Doyle. 
The digger driver was 
sacked by text. 

So he went back to the 
building site and destroyed 
the road he had just made.

Rory Doyle still had 
a set of keys for his old 
digger and drove to the 
site in Devon, before using 
it to go on a 24 minute 
wrecking spree.

He set out to undo all 
the work he had done in 
the previous week and 
ripped up the road surface 
as well as demolishing a 
lamppost and digging up 
drains.

He was angry as he had 
accused the foreman of 
bullying him and paying 
him less because he was a 

contract worker.
Doyle admitted criminal 

damage. He was jailed for 
18 months, suspended for 
two years, curfewed for 
five months, and ordered 
pay £2,500 compensation. 

He also has to do 120 
hours unpaid community 
work and attend anger 
management sessions.

His wife Ann was 
cleared of perverting the 
course of justice by giving 
him a false alibi when the 
prosecution offered no 
evidence. 

The total cost of the 
wrecking spree was 
£101,429 which included a 
£22,000 penalty payment 
for late finishing. He 
should have charged them 
overtime.

 Ukip’s racist manifesto is open  
 declaration of war on Muslims    
THE RACIST Ukip party 
launched its general elec-
tion manifesto on Thursday 
of last week. Leader Paul 
Nuttall focused on whip-
ping up Islamophobia at 
the launch in Westminster.

He described “radical 
Islam” as a “cancer that needs 
to be cut out”.

The manifesto is full of 
nasty Islamophobic policies. 

They include a ban on 
wearing face coverings in 
public places and a morato-
rium on new Islamic faith 
schools. 

Presumably this is the more 
“muscular” approach to social 
integration that Nuttall said is 
needed.

Under the guise of defend-
ing women and girls, Ukip 
would force girls “identified to 
be at risk of FGM from birth 
to age sixteen” to be screened. 

There would be “additional 

check-ups” on girls return-
ing to Britain from countries 
where “FGM is known to be 
customary”.

It pledges 4,000 more 
border guards, 20,000 more 
cops, 20,000 more troops and 
7,000 more prison officers.

It promises to cut net immi-
gration to zero within five 
years—a “one in, one out” 
policy.

And it would “test the 
social attitudes of migration 
applicants to foster commu-
nity cohesion and protect core 
British values”.

There are also many rants 
against multiculturalism and 
political correctness.

Ukip included a few left 
sounding policies aimed at 
winning over working class 
people. These include scrap-
ping the bedroom tax and Sats 
tests for seven year olds.

But racism is never far 

away. So it claims it will put 
an extra £11 billion into the 
NHS and social care every 
year by 2022—by slashing 
foreign aid.

And under the heading, 
“A NATIONAL, NOT AN 
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH 
SERVICE” Ukip pledged to 
launch the “toughest ever 
crackdown” on migrants using 
the NHS.

Ukip claims it will look after 
workers—by taking up former 
Labour prime minister Gordon 
Brown’s slogan, “British jobs 
for British workers”.

And after claiming it is “not 
in the pockets of big business” 
it clarifies, “Ukip is strongly 
pro-business.”

The party lost 140 seats 
in May’s local elections and 
gained one. Its one MP, 
Douglas Carswell quit the 
party. Its former biggest donor 
Arron Banks is off too.

l EALING Council is to close 
one of its car parks “so it can 

be transformed into the count 
centre for next month’s general 
election”. Helpfully, details are 
given of alternative parking in 
the West London borough. The 
election car park will remain 
shut for 14 days. Which suggests 
there may be a recount coming.

l TORY ADVISER Sir Lynton Crosby 
is a shareholder and former 

director of now defunct Rutland 
Holdings Limited based in Malta. 

There foreign companies pay as 
little as 5 percent in corporation tax. 

Latest accounts show Rutland paid 
out £826,000 in dividends in 2015, 
when Crosby was working to help 
David Cameron win the election.

There will be no love 
left if we vote Corbyn
JEREMY Corbyn’s 
election would spell 
disaster for those looking 
for love according 
to eHarmony boss 
Grant Langston.

He made the inference 
about the election 
affecting dating because 
in times of uncertainty 
Britons have a habit of 
withdrawing, the online 
love expert claimed.

“If it ends up that 
Theresa May remains 
prime minister I think 
there will be no effect. 

“We’re already on 
the horse, I think if it 
goes another direction 
now you’ll have 
more confusion.”

Langston said that 
Brexit was also bad for 

love.  “It seems to us that 
because of the depressing 
facts, the confusion and 
the uncertainty that 
accompanies something 
like Brexit, the British 
decided that dating 
wasn’t something they 
wanted,” he said.

“You need a certain 
amount of optimism to 
date, you need to hold out 
hope there is someone 
attractive out there.” 

EHarmony was set up 
to encourage marriage. 
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Corbyn would 
produce James 
Bonds who would 
be licensed to 
do absolutely 
nothing’
Security minister Ben Wallace  

‘Do not be part 
of the problem. 
We need a final 
solution’
Rabid Katie Hopkins tweets on 
the Manchester attack

‘There is one 
simple step 
which we can 
take now, we 
must bring 
back the death 
penalty’
Ex-Ukip MEP Janice Atkinson 
calls for the death penalty for 
suicide bombers

‘If 38 percent of 
voters genuinely 
go for pro-IRA, 
anti-nuclear, pro-
nationalisation 
Corbyn, UK 
voters are no 
longer mature 
enough for 
democracy’ 
Andrew Lilico of the Institute 
of Economic Affairs, behind 
what the BBC called the 
“essential theory” of austerity

Hunt them 
with dogs
IF THERESA May gets 
the majority she doesn’t 
deserve foxes are going 
to be—ahem—hounded 
to death because Tory 
MPs would certainly 
repeal the hunting ban. 

If the Tories return 
with an overall majority 
of fewer than 50 this 
might not get through. 

Hunt masters are 
mobilising to ensure 
a resounding May 
victory in June. 

Meanwhile in a  
pre-emptive strike 
Tory grandee Nicholas 
Soames MP has taken to 
canvassing on horseback. 

Which would be 
ridiculous except his 
voters are all presumably 
riding about looking for 
something to kill as well.

It’s a full  
metal racket
AN ARMY officer is 
being probed over 
claims he flogged parts 
from armoured cars to 
scrap metal dealers.

Sergeant Major Duncan 
Wyeth is accused of 
smuggling tracks and 
wheels off base.

Wyeth, of 1st Battalion 
The Yorkshire Regiment, 
may have made £30,000 
a year from the scam.

Crosby without his dog whistle

Paul Nuttall

Tally ho

To boldly go 
where no bigot 
has gone before 
UKIP’S manifesto (see 
left) was surprisingly 
light on space travel. 

Well, they’re not 
very keen on aliens. 

Fortunately one of 
their candidates has 
been working up his 
own galactic policies. 

Aidan Powlesland, 
who is standing in South 
Suffolk, has sent out 
leaflets with proposals for 
exploring what he calls 
“the starry firmament”.

They include a 
£40 million grant to 
develop an “interstellar  
nano-probe fleet” to 
reach Alpha Centauri 
and £1 billion to whoever 
can profitably mine the 
asteroid belt or the moons 
of Jupiter and Saturn for 
water and platinum. 



IN BRIEF
Don’t trust the 
Tories on abuse
THE TORIES have promised 
to crack down on the “hidden 
scandal” of domestic abuse.

Their plans include a 
new national watchdog to 
make sure victims have 
proper support, and longer 
sentences for cases involving 
children. But the Tories 
have slashed support for 
women affected by domestic 
violence.

The Women’s Aid charity 
pointed out that 17 percent 
of specialist women’s refuges 
have been shut since 2010. 

Protest against 
posh blood sport
THOUSANDS OF people 
descended on Downing 
Street on Monday to oppose 
Tory attempts to bring back 
fox hunting.

Labour banned the 
poshos’ cruel blood sport 
of hunting with hounds in 
England and Wales in 2005. 

But Theresa May has said 
that the Tories will hold a 
“free vote” on fox hunting, in 
an attempt to pander to their 
rich, rural supporters.

Hypocrisy of Tory 
terror law critics
RIGHT WINGERS attack 
Jeremy Corbyn for “three 
decades of blocking terror 
legislation”. Yet Theresa 
May voted the same way as 
him 42 times—against New 
Labour’s terror laws.

Tories would have brought 
similarly repressive laws in 
if they had been in office. As 
soon as May was appointed 
home secretary, she began 
implementing them.

Terror laws are repressive, 
and since the War on Terror 
have targeted Muslims.

Neither strong nor stable 
—May is on the back foot
by SADIE ROBINSON

A TORY crisis has forced May 
to change her election strategy. 
Several opinion polls over the past 
week have shown that the Tory 
lead over Labour is falling.

That’s why May ditched her 
“strong and stable” rhetoric during a 
TV election special on Monday night, 
and returned to scaremongering  
about Brexit.

Until now she has largely avoided 
defending her policies in public—
and Monday showed why.

May failed to answer questions 
about funding cuts to services 
including the NHS and schools. 
Instead she denied that cuts were 
a problem.

One midwife wasn’t impressed.
“I see a lot of efficiency savings 

that are actually cuts,” she said. 
“I see hospitals closing. I see staff 

that are at their wits’ end because 
they can’t give the care that they 
want to give.”

May attacked Labour’s manifesto 
in response to a question on school 
funding cuts. 

The audience simply laughed at 
her, with one woman heard to say, 
“You’ve clearly failed.”

Crisis
When asked about her “dementia 
tax” she blathered about Britain 
being an ageing society, ignoring 
the central role Tory cuts to health 
and social care budgets have played 
in fuelling a care crisis.

She refused to say how winter fuel 
payments would be means-tested  
or what the cap for social care pay-
ments would be.

May wants to present herself as 
the best person to negotiate Brexit. 

She hopes to scare people into 
backing her by claiming that a poor 
deal will harm working class people. 

But she just wants to get the best 

trade deal for Britain’s bosses so 
they can continue to make profits. 
Her real agenda is not to help ordi-
nary people—she admitted there 
will be “difficult choices” ahead.

The Labour leader emerged as 
the clear winner from Monday’s 

TV interviews. Even the right 
wing Spectator magazine praised 
Corbyn’s performance.

A few days before, the horri-
ble right winger Rod Liddle wrote 
in the magazine, “I am trying to 
remember if there was ever a worse 
Conservative election campaign 
than this current dog’s breakfast—
and failing.”

Backing for the Tories has been 
falling in the polls since they 
launched their manifesto earlier 
this month.

A new poll by Survation this 
week put Labour on 37 percent—six 
points behind the Tories and three 
points better than a week ago.

Support for Corbyn is also going 
up. Some 30 percent told the poll 
he would make the best prime 

minister—up nine points on a poll 
taken on 5 and 6 May.

And some reports claim that Tory 
sources expect Labour to overtake 
them in the polls by the time of the 
election on 8 June.

On one level it suits May to talk 
up the threat from Labour to push 
Tory supporters get out and vote. 
And the Tories remain in the lead.

But the election campaign began 
with those on the right—and some 
on the left—ridiculing the idea that 
Corbyn could be elected prime min-
ister. It doesn’t look so far-fetched 
any more. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

THERESA MAY was interviewed by Jeremy Paxman (left) Picture: PA
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Council housing needs to be 
election issue, say activists 
HOUSING activists 
released a letter on 
Thursday of last week 
to argue for housing 
to be at the centre of 
the general election. 

Signatories 
included director 
Ken Loach, academic 
Danny Dorling, 
the PCS union, 
Generation Rent 
and over 40 other 
organisations and 
activists.

The letter, entitled 
Housing at a 
Crossroads, argues for 
the repeal of the 2016 
Housing and Planning 
Act, an end to 
demolition of housing 
estates and a national 
council house building 
programme.

“In Britain 
housing costs are 

at the highest ever 
as a proportion of 
incomes, with private 
renters paying the 
highest rents with 
the least security in 
Europe,” it reads.

Each of the main 
parties has attacked 
the others during the 

election campaign 
for their record over 
house building. 

The truth is they 
all have disgraceful 
records. 

But Labour is 
committed to building 
a million new homes, 
half of which are 
promised to be social 
housing.

All one million 
should be council 
homes.

But without a 
change, the letter 
warns, “millions 
more will be forced 
into insecure 
and unaffordable 
private renting or 
homelessness, as 
non-market housing 
alternatives are 
destroyed.”
Alistair Farrow

Tories’ social care crisis 
could help finish them off
QUESTIONS continue 
to haunt Theresa May 
over the costs of her 
social care policies 
and the dementia tax.

The Tories’ U-turn 
was designed to 
avoid criticism from 
all sides over their 
original proposals.But 
it won’t work.

May had said at 
the manifesto launch 
that individuals would 
be liable for the costs 
of social care unless 
they had less than 
£100,000 worth of 
assets. 

The assets 
included their house.

So anyone unlucky 
enough to live a 
long time with a 
degenerative illness 
such as Alzheimer’s 
would face an 
inheritance tax rate 
of 100 percent over 
£100,000. 

Those who die 
faster could pass on 
up to £1 million.

Such a policy was 
cruel and arbitrary.

It also could not 
have been better 
designed to enrage 
a large section of 
people who have 
previously voted Tory.

Now all the Tories 
are saying it wasn’t 
their idea. Election 
strategist Lynton 
Crosby wants it to be 
known he thought it 
was “crazy”.

The replacement 

for the policy is that 
there will now be an 
“absolute limit on the 
amount people have 
to pay for their care 
costs”.

But the Tories 
won’t say how much 
this will be. And they 
won’t say this side of 
the election.

They talk about 
“safeguards”, but 
there’s no detail 
about them.

Unfair
It could be even 
more unfair than the 
original.

If the cap is, say, 
£50,000 then anyone 
with assets below 
that will lose the lot.

Those who have 
more will keep the 
excess.

The original 
dementia tax lottery 

remains, but with an 
even greater class 
twist.

There does need 
to be an inheritance 
tax regime, but one 
targeted at the really 
rich. 

The only long-term 
solution is to organise 
care in the same 
way as the NHS, 
and with far greater 
linkages between 
local authorities and 
a well-funded NHS. 

But that means a 
serious assault on 
the top 1 percent who 
have done so well 
under the Tories.

The £83 billion 
increase in the wealth 
of the richest 1,000 
people in Britain last 
year is exactly the 
sort of money that 
should be used for 
this. 

WHAT WE THINK

‘Oh, that’s right. I left the real social care policy at home’

WHAT WE THINKHope for a  
Corbyn win 
can inspire 
a fightback
Kicking out the Tories on 8 June 
could make society better, people 
across Britain told Socialist Worker

JEREMY CORBYN’S left wing 
general election campaign is 
inspiring trade unionists and 
ordinary people.

The UCU union decided at its 
annual congress in Brighton this 
week to call for a vote for Labour.

S e v e r a l  d e l e g a t e s  t o l d 
Socialist Worker the shifting  
opinion polls made them more opti-
mistic about the result.

Cristian from Leicester said, “One 
election expert said he had never 
seen a party make up the gap in the 
polls in such a short time.

“That’s a big achievement—espe-
cially since some in the party 
have been doing everything 
they can to undermine him.”

Tim from Leeds is a 
Green Party member but 
is arguing for Greens to 
stand aside in marginal 
seats to boost Labour’s 
vote.

He said, “Jeremy 
Corbyn is great. It’s 
so difficult to pre-
dict who will win, 
but it definitely feels 
like the result will be 
closer now.”

Gemma, a UCU 
rep in Birmingham, 
agreed. “I don’t 
think Theresa May 

will get the landslide it seemed she 
would,” she said.

“My partner has never been moti-
vated to vote. But he is going to vote 
because he said it’s the first time 
someone is standing who seems like 
a real person.”

There was enthusiasm for Corbyn 
at the PCS union’s conference the 
week before too.

Neither union is affiliated to 
Labour, but several PCS members 
said campaigning is key to getting 
Theresa May out.

Steve from the East Midlands said, 
“The narrative has to shift if 

June is to be the end of 
May. We have a role 
to play in that.” And 
Pete from the West 
Midlands called on 

PCS reps to “get our 
members out onto 
the streets”. 

T h e  T o r i e s 
attacked Corbyn for 

pointing out that 
imperialist wars 
fuel terrorism.

But for Tim, a 
UCU member in 
London, Corbyn’s 
comments were 
“refreshing”.

“It’s a tragedy 
what happened 

in Manchester, but it’s important to 
discuss why it happened,” he said.

Arianna, an hourly paid lecturer 
in Warwick, was more enthused by 
Corbyn than previous leaders.

“I joined Labour to support Corbyn 
in the leadership election,” she said.

Appease
Arianna can’t vote—but said her col-
leagues who can are all voting for 
Corbyn. But she criticised Corbyn 
for trying to appease the right.

“The immigration part of Labour’s 
manifesto is awful,” she said.

“I’m an EU migrant and I am con-
cerned at the concessions being 
made over freedom of movement.

We need to keep pushing from the 
left on it.”

Chants of, “Tories out” rang 
out from a bloc of socialists, trade 
unionists and students on the 
Birmingham Pride march last 
Saturday.

In Scotland Labour’s vote col-
lapsed after it backed up the Tories 
in the independence referendum in 
2014. 

But Corbyn drew hundreds of 
cheering supporters to a rally in 
Glasgow last Sunday.

There’s support for Labour in 
areas where the Tories are predicted 
to win too.

In Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire, 

college students Alicia and Laurea 
told Socialist Worker they backed 
Corbyn.

“We need to start taxing the rich,” 
said Alicia. “£80,000 is too much for 
people to be earning.”

Laurea was angry with May for 
plotting to bring back fox hunting. 

“It’s just something rich people do for 
fun,” she said. 

Whatever happens on 8 June, 
Corbyn has enthused people who 
want to see a different world. 

CORBYN’S CAMPAIGN has brought thousands out onto the streets  Picture: Neil terry

ANALYSIS
Labour’s best chance is to defy rightward pull
THE SURGES in support 
for Jeremy Corbyn have 
come when Labour is at 
its most “Corbynite”. 

The Labour right say 
that “on the doorstep” it’s 
only possible to stabilise 
the vote by criticising 
Corbyn. That’s not true.

One person told Labour 
canvassers she wanted a 
poster for Corbyn, not the 
local right wing candidate. 

“You’re the fifth person 

we’ve heard that from 
today,” they said.

Most people agreed 
with Corbyn on terrorism. 
A YouGov poll showed 
that 53 percent of people 
in Britain thought that 
British foreign policy “has 
been responsible, at least 
in part, for terrorism”.

It’s disappointing that 
Corbyn seemed hesitant 
about saying the same 
thing during his interview 

with Andrew Neil.
And it’s not helpful 

when shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott 
says she no longer 
opposes the security 
services. Labour has 
pledged to recruit 1,000 
more security staff.

These agencies 
that spy on people are 
complicit in torture. They 
don’t stop terrorism. And 
the money could be spent 

on services people need.
Corbyn was much 

better last weekend when 
he confidently explained 
why it’s right to tax the 
rich and big business.

Many people back 
Corbyn because he 
is saying something 
different. So pandering 
to right wing politicians 
won’t help his vote. 

He needs to stay 
radical and go for broke. Corbyn’s speech last week tapped into lasting resentment to Britain’s wars

Hourly-paid lecturer Arianna
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More online...
Scunthorpe: can Labour hold off 
Tories in steel town? bit.ly/2rg4h7Q

Director Ken Loach

WHAT WE THINK

RADICAL CAMPAIGN CAN 
MAKE THE TORIES SWEAT

 W
E WANT the Tories 
out and an end 
to their regime of 
austerity, racism and 
war. We want to see 

working class people resisting and 
fighting back. That’s why Socialist 
Worker urges all its readers in 
England and Wales to back Jeremy 
Corbyn and vote Labour.

There is rightly a real sense 
of enthusiasm about the Labour 
campaign. We call on everyone to 
be active against the Tories and 
argue for the biggest possible 
Labour vote.

In many areas that means 
voting for enemies of Corbyn. We 
don’t support those who have 
repeatedly tried to shift Labour 
rightwards. But the only way to 
show support for Corbyn is to 
vote for all the Labour candidates.  

In Scotland the picture is more 
complex because of Scottish 
Labour’s right wing leadership, its 
opposition to independence, and 
the Scottish National Party. 

In Scotland we ask voters to 
choose the left candidate best able 
to advance the fight for change.  

Melted
The arrogant Tories’ certainty that 
they were heading for a landslide 
has melted away. Now the polls 
are much, much closer. 

There are two main sources of 
Labour’s better polling figures. 

The first is support from young 
people.  According to one poll 
Labour is an extraordinary 57 
points ahead of the Conservatives 
among voters under 25 years old. 
That’s twice the lead when the 
election was called in April.

The second is from people 
who previously haven’t thought 
it worth voting, but will vote for 
Corbyn’s alternative to the usual 
bland uniformity.

Some political pundits say young 
people won’t vote when it comes 
to 8 June and the non-voters will 
stay at home. That’s possible. But 

to brush aside new possibilities 
underplays the degree of political 
turbulence in Britain and across 
the world.

Past electoral behaviour is not 
a reliable guide to the present. 
That’s the lesson from the last 
year when the “experts” have 
been repeatedly proved wrong.

This election has already seen 
the biggest policy U-turn and the 
biggest shifts in the opinion polls 
in any campaign since 1945. 

Voters are now much less loyal 
to political parties. The proportion 
switching parties between 
elections has risen sharply over 
the last half century. 

In the 1966 election about 
15 percent of voters said they 
had changed their vote from the 
previous one. In 2015 the figure 

was 43 percent.  This is an era 
when surprises are the norm. 

The danger is that Labour now 
draws back from the radicalism 
that enthuses both younger voters 
and those who previously said, 
“They’re all the same”.

During Monday’s TV special 
Corbyn said he was “not 
a dictator” and had made 
compromises over issues such as 
Trident in order to secure unity.

Radical
But such compromises are not 
why Labour is doing better. It 
was the radical elements of the 
manifesto that proved successful.

The break from the “normal” 
campaign tactics helped to enthuse 
activists who have then taken the 
message out more widely.

A stress on radical polices and 
an insurgent campaign based on 
mass mobilisation give Labour the 
best hope of success.

Politics will not end on 8 June. 
If there’s a Labour government we 
will have to keep pushing to make 
sure Labour keeps its promises—
and to go much further. 

If it’s the Tories then the 
resistance starts the next day—
and it will be much more defiant 
and angry because of the last few 
weeks.

Vote Labour, prepare to fight, 
and build the resistance.

The arrogant 
Tories’ certainty 
that they would 
get a landslide 
has melted away

‘‘ 

Mass mobilisations are crucial—now and after the election Picture: Neil terry
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 Corbyn was right to  
 link war with attack
WHATEVER HAPPENS in the election, Jeremy Corbyn 
has earned his place in history. He did this last Friday 
when he didn’t flee in the face of the Tory attempts to 
exploit the Manchester atrocity. 

Corbyn seized the moment and became the first frontline 
politician to highlight the connection between Britain’s role 
in US wars in the Middle East and terror attacks. 

Of course, the Tories and the Labour right have been swift 
to attack him. Positively the stupidest criticism has been that 
the 9/11 attacks on New York and Washington preceded the 
invasion of Iraq. 

The conservative historian and former soldier Andrew 
Bacevich starts his monumental study America’s War for the 
Greater Middle East in the late 1970s. A key episode came in 
Afghanistan during Jimmy Carter’s presidency between 1977 
and 1981. 

Zbigniew Brzezinski, Carter’s national security adviser, 
who has just died, is being mourned as a great and good man 
by the Democratic Party establishment.

In a 1998 interview Brzezinski boasted that in 1979 the 
CIA secretly started funding and arming Islamist guerrillas 
fighting the leftist military regime in Afghanistan. Brzezinski 
hoped to lure Russia into invading and getting mired in a 
Vietnam-like quagmire, which indeed happened. 

Asked whether he regretted fuelling Islamist terrorism, 
Brzezinski replied contemptuously, “What is more important 
in world history? Some agitated Muslims or the liberation of 
Central Europe and the end of the Cold War?”

Less than three years later some of those “agitated 
Muslims” destroyed the World Trade Centre. Osama Bin 
Laden formed Al Qaida when serving in the Western-backed 
insurgency in Afghanistan. He turned it against the West 
after the first big direct US military intervention in the 
Middle East, the 1991 war with Iraq.

But what about the West’s second Iraq war, starting in 
2003? Danny Finkelstein, who prides himself as a Tory 
intellectual, tweeted, “By suggesting that our foreign 
interventions cause domestic terrorism, Jeremy Corbyn is 
confusing correlation with causation.” 

Participation 
This is a fancy way of saying that just because the London 
and Manchester bombings took place after Britain 
participated in the invasion and occupation of Iraq doesn’t 
mean they were caused by it.

This logic chopping is an evasion of the real history.
Isis is a monster incubated in the Iraq war. Its originator 

Abu Mos’ab al Zarqawi was a marginal figure before the US 
and Britain invaded Iraq. 

The chaos and suffering caused by the occupation 
gave Zarqawi the space to develop Al Qaida in Iraq into a 
sectarian Islamist military organisation targeting both the 
occupiers and non-Sunni Muslim groups.  

After the US killed him, a coalition of army officers from 
the old Baathist dictatorship and veterans of occupation 
prisons built Isis. Western-backed sectarian Shiite rule in 
Iraq and chaos in Libya offered it more openings. 

To say this is not in any way to excuse the jihadis. Isis 
is a thoroughly reactionary organisation, but the West’s 
interventions have again and again given it a wider 
audience.

Taking into account how your opponents will react to 
your own actions is elementary to all strategy, political and 
military. It was entirely predictable that invading Iraq would 
lead to more terrorist attacks. Indeed, the Joint Intelligence 
Committee predicted this in February 2003. It said, “The 
threat from Al Qaida will increase at the onset of any 
military action against Iraq. They will target Coalition forces 
and other Western interests in the Middle East. 

“Attacks against Western interests elsewhere are also 
likely, especially in the US and UK, for maximum impact. 
The worldwide threat from other Islamist groups and 
individuals will increase significantly.”

But George Bush and Tony Blair ignored such warnings, 
and later Western governments have continued the vicious 
cycle of intervention and atrocity. Britain has mounted over 
1,300 airstrikes on Iraq and Syria since October 2014. 

Corbyn is quite right to challenge this infernal machine of 
death and destruction.

Tories plan to use Prevent to 
ramp up Muslim witch hunt 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE TORIES are ramp-
ing up their assault on 
Muslims in the wake of the 
Manchester bombing last 
week. 

Theresa May promised to  
set up a new Commission for 
Countering Extremism with 
far reaching powers. 

This followed home secre-
tary Amber Rudd’s pledge to 
strengthen the Islamophobic 
“Prevent” strategy to “make 
sure it has even more effective 
outcomes in communities”. 

Prevent was first intro-
duced by Tony Blair ’s  
New Labour in 2005. 

Now the Tories’ 2015 
Counter Terrorism and 
Security Bill legally forces 
public sector workers, such 
as teachers, to spy for signs 
of “radicalisation”.

Raza Nadim from the 
Musl im Publ ic  Af fa i rs 
Committee (Mpac) told 
Socialist Worker, “Prevent and 
the whole anti-terror strategy 
is toxic—no one in the Muslim 
community  welcomes it.

Draconian
“They are talking at Muslims 
not to us, and this will mean 
being more intrusive and 
draconian.”

He added, “If you look 
at since we’ve had Prevent, 
it hasn’t stopped terrorism 
taking place.”

Over 20 people a day were 
referred under the Prevent 
scheme in the year to March 
2016. Some 3,100 of them 
were under 18 years old and  
610 were under 10 years old. 

The majority—54 per-
cent—of the cases related to 
“Islamic extremism”.

Teenagers can be singled 
out as suspicious for changing 

the way they dress, opposing 
British foreign policy or sup-
porting Palestine.

Imam Suliman Gani from 
south London was targeted 
by Prevent in 2013—and is 
now campaigning against it.

“When I was working as 
a hospital chaplain, I was 
stopped from seeing certain 
patients,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “I was told it was 
because I  was sharing 

platforms with individuals 
like Moazzam Begg.”

He added, “They are 
target ing al l  of  us  as 
Muslims. I feel like my  
identity is under attack and 
now when people see me I 
get comments on the streets 
about being a terrorist 
because of it.”

Repressive
Prevent stands in a long 
line of repressive measures 
against Muslims. But it is 
dressed in liberal clothes.

It claims to be protect-
ing the innocents at risk of 
being “radicalised” by sinister 
forces of “extremism”.

These officially include 
fascist groups, such as the 
English Defence League, as 
well as Muslims. But, Raza 

said, “When you look at the 
number of Muslim children 
who have been referred and 
suffered under Prevent that’s 
just not the case.”

The Tories’ agenda isn’t 
about keeping us safe from 
terrorism.

Rudd and May are deploy-
ing the military onto the 
streets—the same military 
whose wars in the Middle East 
created groups such as Isis.

Dumping Prevent will 
take reforging the alliance 
between Muslims and the left 
created in the anti-war move-
ment as part of a mass move-
ment against racism.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

THOUSANDS OF protesters have joined anti-racism 
marches in London                            Picture: Guy Smallman

FIGURE IT OUT
 20  people a day 

referred in 
the year up to 
March 2016

 54  percent of 
cases reported 
under Prevent 
are related 
to “Islamic 
extremism”

 72  percent of 
people, before 
Prevent was 
introduced, 
thought that 
foreign policy 
had made 
Britain more of 
a target 

Racist rules made to break alliance
PREVENT WAS brought in 
after the 7/7 bombings in 
London in 2005.

Warmonger Tony Blair 
wanted to break up the 
alliance of the left and 
Muslim people forged in 
the anti-war movement.

Part of that was a brutal 
police crackdown on 
Muslims.

But Blair knew that 
many people would 
not just accept naked 
Islamophobia.

An ICM poll found that  
72 percent thought that 
British foreign policy had 
made Britain more of a 
target for terror attacks.

As senior officials said, 
“The terrorist threat must 
not be described as a 
‘Muslim problem’.”

Blair had to dress 
Prevent up as about 
working with “community 
leaders”.

But this was an attempt 
to drive a wedge between 
“good” Muslims who 
support “British values” 
and “bad” ones who 
question the British 
government and its wars.

Raza said, “Prevent will 
never work because it 
does not address the root 
cause of this—government 
foreign policy. Tony Blair launched Prevent

Amber Rudd
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 Police raids of Libyan families  
sow fear in south Manchester 
The cops’ heavy-handed response to the Manchester attack has chilling echoes of the state’s 
deadly clampdown that followed the 7/7 bombings in London in 2005, writes Dave Sewell
IN  PRECISELY  the  wrong 
response to  the appal l ing 
Manchester bombing, cops have 
been kicking down Libyan fami-
lies’ doors across parts of the 
city.  

By Monday police had arrested 
16 people—but had already been 
forced to let two go without charge.

A search of a house in the 
Whalley Range area on Monday 
morning resulted in no arrests. 

Shocked neighbours described 
the Libyan family whose home was 
searched as being “friendly” and 
“nice”. 

Sunil Soni, a neighbour, said, 
“It’s a bit worrying seeing the police 
on your doorstep in a situation like 
this.”

Some of the police’s tactics seem 
designed to intimidate whole neigh-
bourhoods. They used an explo-
sive device to blow their way into 
a home in the Cheetham Hill area 
on Saturday.

Meanwhile, police cleared the 
streets in the Moss Side area to raid 
a property on Boscombe Street. 

Student and Moss Side resi-
dent Bethan Turner told Socialist 
Worker, “They taped off a lot of the 
surrounding streets and there were 
a lot of police. 

“Part of Boscombe Street is still 
cordoned off.

“There’s been an increased police 
presence in Manchester generally, 
but what are armed police going to 
do to stop a suicide bomber?”

Patrolling 
Chris Ayton from Manchester said it 
felt “like a community under siege”. 
“For a bank holiday, Moss Side 
was like a ghost town, with police 
vans patrolling the streets,” he told 
Socialist Worker. 

Outside Manchester, police 
carried out raids in Nuneaton in 
Warwickshire and Shoreham by Sea 
in West Sussex, where they arrested 
their 16th suspect on Monday. 

The Manchester bombing last 
week was an appalling atrocity, as 
were the 7/7 bombings in London 
in 2005. 

But the police response to 7/7 
brought injustice and death—and 
cops appear to be treading a dan-
gerously similar path today.

The Metropolitan Police shot 
dead Brazilian electrician Jean 
Charles De Menezes in Stockwell 
Tube station two weeks after 7/7. 

Jean Charles was just an innocent 
man taking the train to work.

The cop in charge of that oper-
ation, Cressida Dick, is now 
Metropolitan Police commissioner. 

Dick had both British soldiers 
and armed cops at her command 

last week. The heavy-handed raids 
in Manchester echo the brutal farce 
in Forest Gate in 2006. 

Some 250 cops raided a home 
in the east London borough of 
Newham, claiming it was a chemi-
cal weapons factory.

They arrested brothers Abul 
Koyair and Mohammed Abdul 
Kahar—after shooting Mohammed 
in the shoulder. 

No chemical weapons were found 
and the brothers faced no charges.

The Tories and police are on the 
lookout for more powers, but these 
repressive measures do nothing to 
address the causes of terrorism.

On other pages...
Blame the system that creates 
terrorism >>Pages 14&15

COPS ARE patrolling the streets of Manchester  

Resist a racist backlash
MOST PEOPLE in Manchester 
have firmly resisted any 
racist backlash after the 
bombing last week. 

Fascist English Defence 
League supporters were driven 
from the streets by ordinary 
people last Tuesday. 

But the days after the attack 
saw a “spike” in racist threats, 
taunts and graffiti, according to 
police forces around Britain.

Manchester saw 56 incidents 
by last Wednesday.

A man wielding a metal bar 
followed and racially taunted 

a school student. A bank teller 
was called a “terrorist” by a 
customer. 

Naveed Yasin, a surgeon 
who worked for days treating 
victims, was told, “Go back to 
your country, you terrorist.”

Most alarming was a 
suspected arson attack of a 
home in Oldham. 

The overwhelming mood 
has been for unity against 
the bigots. But without 
firm opposition, the Tories’ 
grandstanding can only give 
them oxygen.

 Troops did  
 not make the   
 streets safer
THERESA MAY put nearly 1,000 
armed soldiers on the streets last 
week. When the plan, known as 
Operation Temperer, was drawn 
up in 2015, officials tried to keep 
it secret.

Even David Cameron didn’t 
want to use it, fearing people 
would make comparisons with the 
occupation of Northern Ireland. 

But for May, desperate to 
reaffirm her claims to be “strong 
and stable” amid a faltering 
campaign, the risk was worth 
taking.

The army is even less bound 
by token shows of accountability 
than the police are. Deploying 

it is a dangerous move against 
democracy and civil liberties.

In 2015 Police Federation 
chief Steve White warned that 
budget cuts would lead to a more 
“paramilitary” style of policing. 

For many this appears to have 
been borne out.

But the argument relies on 
the idea that there are no longer 
“enough” cops to keep us safe.

There is no safe number of 
armed agents of the state to 
have on our streets. The number 
will never satisfy the police and 
military’s ambition for more 
funding and powers.

It’s significant that May’s 
austerity as home secretary 
alienated cops—natural Tory 
supporters—because it weakens 
her side.

But any extra resources they 
win will only be used to repress 
ordinary people. The row over 
police funding shouldn’t distract 
from the significance of May’s use 
of the army.

British soldiers on the beat 
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 Nazi threat  
 is  growing  
 in Trump’s  
 shadow...
...but the alt-right faces opposition 
wherever it raises its ugly head in 
the US, Alistair Farrow reports

A SHOCKING series of racist 
murders and provocations serve 
as a reminder that the bile 
pumped out by Donald Trump’s 
White House has consequences 
in US society.

Trump is giving confidence to a 
minority of racists and fascists in US 
society.                 

Two men, Ricky John Best and 
Taliesin Myrddin Namkai Meche, 
were murdered and a third injured 
on a train in Portland, Oregon, 
last week. They had stepped in to 
defend two Muslim women from 
knifeman Jeremy Joseph Christian.

Christian, who had posted white 
supremacist material online, was 
yelling racist abuse. 

At the University of Maryland, 
white student Christopher Ubanski 
told black student Richard Collins III 
to “step left, step left if you know 
what’s best for you”.

When Collins refused, Ubanski 
stabbed him to death. 

The murders come against the 
backdrop of provocations by racist 
and far right groups.

The media attention this  
“alt-right” receives is disproportion-
ate to its size.

But whenever they crawl out 
of the gutter they are met with 
resistance.

Unionised
A noose was found at the port of 
Oakland California last week. 
Unionised dockers walked out on 
strike in protest.

International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union branch treasurer 
Derrick Muhammad said this was a 
response to “the history behind the 
noose and what it means for black 
people in the US”. 

Nazi leader Richard Spencer led 
a torchlit march in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, in May. At a previous rally 
after Trump’s election his support-
ers did Nazi salutes.

The march in Virginia was 
immediately fol lowed by a 
counter-protest. 

And protesters gathered outside 
Spencer’s Virginia offices on Sunday 

night. “We need to teach our kids to 
stand up,” said one protester. 

Over 1,000 hate crimes were 
directed against ethnic minorities in 
the two months after Trump came 
to office, according to the Southern 
Poverty Law Centre.

Trump has created the conditions 
for the spike in racist attacks.

Fear
His attempts to enact a Muslim ban, 
smear Mexicans as “rapists” and 
differentiate between “civilised” 
and “uncivilised” countries have 
whipped up a climate of fear.

But the racists’ confidence only 
goes so far. They operate mainly 
online, often distributing their racist 
filth under cover of night. 

People in Alexandria, Virginia, 
woke up on Sunday to find leaflets 
saying, “You’re losing your country, 
white man” all over town.

The racist message being pushed 
from the top is getting an audience. 
But so is the resistance, and there 
are moves to the left. 

A Bernie Sanders-supporting 
Democrat won a special election in 
New York state last week—in a con-
stituency where Trump had won in 
the presidential election.

Another state senate seat went to 
Sanders supporter Edith DesMarais 
in New Hampshire.

This underlines the potential to 
build resistance to Trump’s agenda.

COUNTER-PROTESTERS IN Virginia after a torchlit rally led by “alt-right” Nazi Richard Spencer 

PALESTINE

 Bullying and posturing fail to stifle
 the resistance as hunger strike ends
by NICK CLARK

PALESTINIANS IN Israeli prisons 
declared victory last Saturday 
after ending a 40-day mass hunger 
strike. 

More than 1,000 prisoners took 
part, and thousands of Palestinians 
across the West Bank and Gaza 
marched in solidarity. Israeli 
soldiers responded by firing live 
ammunition and tear gas. 

Conditions for Palestinians in 
Israeli prisons are cramped and 
overcrowded. Many prisoners 
are held under “administrative 
detention”, meaning they can 
be locked up without charge 
indefinitely. 

Around 300 prisoners are 
children.

Prisoners say they won over  
80 percent of their demands—
including more visiting rights, 
better access to healthcare, and 
improved conditions for children. 
But the Israeli Prison Service says 
prisoners will only get a second 
family visit a month, paid for by 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) and 
the Red Cross.

The end of the hunger strike 
came after 
US president 
Donald Trump 

visited Israel last week.
He used the prospect of “peace” 

talks to bully PA president 
Mahmoud Abbas into clamping 
down harder on resistance.

Occupation
Trump also visited East Jerusalem 
and the West Bank, which have 
been under Israeli military 
occupation for  
50 years.

He met Israeli prime minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu and Abbas, 
and repeated claims that both are 
“willing to reach for peace”. 

Trump hopes to restart the 
sham “peace process” that co-opts 
the PA into complicity with the 
Israeli occupation in return for the 
promise of a Palestinian state.

That process broke down after 
Israel gave the PA nothing during 
years of “negotiations”.

Now despite Trump’s 
assurances, Netanyahu is pushing 
ahead with plans to build a giant 
new Israeli settlement in the 
middle of the West Bank.

He also held a meeting of Israeli 
ministers in East Jerusalem, which 
the PA claims as its capital, last 
week. It agreed to build a cable 

car from West 
Jerusalem to 
East Jerusalem, 

further tying the city to Israel.
Israeli media reported 

that Trump accused Abbas of 
“incitement” against Israel. 

The hunger strike, led by 
prominent prisoners in Abbas’s 
faction Fatah, ended soon after.

The PA has also asked Israel to 
reduce electricity supplied to the 
Gaza Strip, which is governed by 
rival Palestinian resistance group 
Hamas. 

This would worsen a 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza caused 
by ten years of siege and war.

But years of complicity with 
the occupation have made 
Abbas unpopular—and there is a 
widespread appetite for resistance 
to the occupation. 

BRUTAL BUDGET

£2.7 trillion
Donald Trump’s first budget 
last week slashed $3.6 trillion 
(£2.7 trillion) of public spending
lSome of the biggest cuts were 
to healthcare programmes, food 
stamps and education
lBut Trump gave the military a 
10 percent funding increase. He 
allocated £1.25 billion for his wall
lThe protectionist measures 
that were central to his election 
campaign made no appearance

Prominent hunger striker and Fatah
member Marwan Barghouti
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A hollow Tory 
manifesto
I READ your article 
on the Tory manifesto 
(Socialist Worker online) 
and I completely agree.

Theresa May’s 
manifesto is the joke of 
this year.

Sajid Kamal Khan
On Facebook

The right are 
out in force
YOU SAY that the “Tories 
screeching U-turn opens 
the way for resurgent 
Labour campaign behind 
Corbyn”. (Socialist 
Worker online).

Yeah—until the 
Manchester attack. 

Now the  
anti-immigration lot 
are out in force telling 
people to vote for Tories.

Jessica Hyams
On Facebook

So proud that 
we’ll sell it off
IN THE wake of the 
Manchester bombing 
health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt told NHS staff in 
Manchester, “We are so 
proud of what you have 
done.”

Hunt declares himself 
“proud” of an NHS he 
is busy selling off to the 
likes of Richard Branson.

The hypocrisy of the 
Tories is beyond belief.

Sasha Simic
North London

Corbyn’s logic 
is dangerous
I READ your article 
“Stop Britain’s wars to 
end terror, says Corbyn”. 
(Socialist Worker online).

He’s playing a 
dangerous game, putting 
forward logical and 
peaceful but unprofitable 
solutions.

He’d better watch his 
back.

 @singleindemnity 
On Twitter

Stock up on 
eggs for Tories
THERESA MAY travelled 
to Wrexham last week for 
her campaign.

One pensioner was 
told that shops were 
asked not to sell eggs 
and flour—in case they 
were used by angry local 
voters.

I think the lesson 
we have to take from 
this event is to get your 
supplies in early so you 
can successfully egg 
your local Tory.

Cassidy Murray
North London

Why are people homeless 
on Manchester’s streets?
IN A poll in Manchester last week 
tackling homelessness was viewed 
by half the respondents as an 
important factor in deciding their 
vote.

Rough sleeping in Manchester 
has risen more than ten-fold since 
2010.

Added to this there are 
thousands of homeless people who 
are hidden from view struggling to 
survive.

Emergency
There are now twice as many 
people in emergency homeless 
accommodation than in 2010 and 
more than four times more kids.

 There are also six times as 
many people in Manchester bed 
and breakfasts.

Austerity has escalated this 
crisis with cuts in mental health, 
welfare, justice, youth and families 
services—along with the  high 
rents demanded by often ruthless 
private landlords.

 Finally, the sheer lack of 
suitable affordable housing has 
put people on the streets.

The Tories tell us that we have 
to rely on the private housing 
market to solve this problem. 

But it is the market that has 
exacerbated this problem. 

Housing developers have 
demanded and won exemptions 
from responsibility to build any 
social housing or to provide 
funding to improve the local 
infrastructure.

This is why Jeremy Corbyn’s  

commitment in the Labour 
manifesto to build council 
housing, scrap the bedroom tax, 
reinstate housing benefit for 18 to 
21 year olds and to cap rents are 
so welcome. 

Solidarity
My union branch has conducted 
collections to offer practical 
solidarity to the homeless as we 
have also done for refugees. 

We must campaign, protest and 
organise resistance and offer 
solidarity to the homeless. 

Everyone deserves the right to 
decent affordable housing in this 
world—this is what we must fight 
for.

Ameen Hadi
Manchester

Fergus to 
face court
FERGUS WILSON, the 
landlord tycoon in  
Maidstone, Kent who didn’t 
want to let to “coloured 
people because of the curry 
smell” faced a court 
injunction last week. 

His vile racist comments 
have quite rightly caused 
an outcry. 

Wilson represents the 
rich, the Tories and the 
racist elite.

It is important for us to 
fight against Wilson and his 
disgusting racism. 

And for a different 
society where the 99 
percent have access to 
adequate housing 
regardless of race, religion, 
sexuality, gender identity 
or disability.

Alex Claxton-Mayer
Colchester

Get Tory out 
of Croydon
CROYDON IN south 
London has been a hive of 
activity in the past week.

Activists from Disabled 
People Against Cuts (Dpac), 
Stand Up To Racism, and 
the VoteNHS campaign 
have hit the streets to 
register voters, explain the 
threat the Tories pose, and 
to work to kick Tory Gavin 
Barwell out of Croydon 
Central. 

Dpac has leafleted the 
local college, rush hour 
commuters and joined joint 
campaigning with groups.

Activists with a range of 
visible, invisible, physical 
and mental impairments 
have shown how we can 
win. By coordinating we 
can get the message 
out—we can’t take five 
more years of Tory cuts.

Mark Dunk
South London

Unions should be as brave as workers
IT WAS fantastic to hear 
that unofficial action on 
Crossrail brought several 
sites to a standstill last 
week. 

Parts of the project run 
by a consortium involving 
blacklisters Skanska 
“cabined up” because the 
agency On-Site had refused 
to recognise the union and 
pay a bonus. 

The construction 
industry is blighted with 
bogus self-employment and 
terrible working conditions. 

This is exactly the brave 
action needed to turn 

things around—and take on 
the Tories’ anti-union laws.

It’s just a shame the 
workers’ union Unite didn’t 
show the same backbone. 

Its press release stated, 

“This is not a union-backed 
dispute, indeed we have 
little knowledge as to who 
is involved in the protest.” 

General secretary Len 
McCluskey has long 
boasted that under his 
tenure Unite no longer 
repudiates—disowns—
unofficial action. 

But this comes awfully 
close.

Maybe Theresa May will 
stand by them instead, after 
her supposed epiphany on 
workers’ rights?

Ian Bradley
Unite UCATT sector

We should draw lessons 
from Madrid experience
THE TERRIBLE massacre in 
Manchester brings to mind 
the bombings in Madrid on 
11 March 2004. 

Then too we were in the 
middle of an election 
campaign and politicians 
tried to use the tragedy.

The ruling right wing 
party, the PP, wanted to 
avoid any connection with 
the Middle East.

The anti-war movement 
had warned that the Iraq 
war would increase the 
threat of attacks at home. 

On 13 March, the day 
before the election, 
thousands marched to the 
PP head office shouting 
“The bombs of Baghdad fall 
in Madrid”. 

In the elections, the PP 
was massively defeated.

The dead in Manchester, 
like those in Madrid, Iraq or 
Afghanistan, are the fault of 
our leaders, not Islam. 

We should hold them 
responsible.

David Karvala
Barcelona

Just a 
thought...

Unite leader Len McCluskey
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Why there is no 
national interest

 
by SADIE ROBINSON

THERESA MAY has based her 
general election campaign on 
posing as the saviour of “Britain”. 
Her slogan is, “Strong and stable 
leadership in the national interest”.

She claims to have called the 
election to strengthen her position 
so she can better negotiate 
Brexit—and benefit us all.

But there is no national interest. 
The claim is a way to hide class 
interests.

It suggests that the fact we 
happen to have been born in 
Britain is more important than 
whether we are wealthy or 
sleeping on the streets.

So a Tory MP has the same 
“national interest” as the person 
on benefits who his policies have 
thrust into poverty. 

The national interest really 
means the interests of the bosses 
and the rich.

For instance, May’s aim in Brexit 
is to get the best deal for Britain’s 
bosses. So the main focus is on 
what it will mean for trade.

The implication is that what 
helps the bosses will filter down 
to us. But this isn’t how capitalism 
works.

In Britain, the wealth of the 
richest rose by 14 percent in the 
last year to £658 billion. It hasn’t 
helped workers, whose wages are 
now falling in real terms.

It can be tempting, especially 
when there is little struggle, to think 
that if we all made compromises we 
could work together.

Repeatedly
Time after time workers have 
compromised, and accepted some 
attacks in return for protections 
on other things. But bosses, by 
the first attack, just come back for 
more.

A deal in 2012 saw unions 
agree to pay and holiday cuts 
for Vauxhall car workers. It gave 
bosses the power to send workers 
home if sales were slow.

Jobs weren’t saved—they were 
cut in Germany—and came under 
threat once again in Britain earlier 
this year.

We have been repeatedly told 
that if we just accept another 
round of austerity it will fix the 
economy for us all. All it has 
done is enrich the bosses and the 
bankers while workers get poorer.

May’s idea is that if everyone 
fulfils their designated role in 
society, society works for everyone. 
So bosses provide jobs, workers 

provide labour and everyone gets 
something in return.

But this is not some equal 
exchange. Workers create far more 
wealth than they get paid for. 
Bosses exploit them to cream off 
the difference as profit.

The interests of bosses and 
workers are diametrically opposed.

If workers make gains, for 
instance winning a pay rise or 
nursery provision at work, it makes 
a dent in bosses’ profits. It also 
boosts workers’ confidence to fight 
for more and exposes the bosses’ 
weakness.

If bosses gain, by scrapping a 
pension scheme or increasing zero 
hours contracts, the reverse is true.

This class divide is at the heart 
of capitalist society, but the idea of 
the national interest hides it. 

Following the Manchester attack 
on Monday, troops have been put 
on the streets and police have been 
given the green light to carry out 
raids.We are told this is to keep 
us all safe. But it doesn’t stop 
terrorism. It gives the ruling class 
another excuse to clamp down on 
ordinary people.

Wars are waged in the name of 
the national interest. Everyone is 
expected to forget their differences 
and unite against a “common 
enemy”.

In reality wars are fought 
by imperialist powers who are 
battling their global competitors. 
Workers here aren’t enemies of 
workers elsewhere—they have a 
common interest against those at 
the top.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
has rightly denounced the system 
as rigged in favour of the rich.

But Labour accepts the limits of 
that system. This is why Labour 
ultimately backs the bosses at 
workers’ expense—and why 
Labour politicians also use the idea 
of a national interest.

The national interest is a myth 
promoted by those who want to 
attack the working class.

Does May act in the ‘national interest’?

We are told regularly that, unlike 
dictatorships, ‘the people’ govern 
Britain. But, says Dave Sewell, it’s 
the unelected rich and powerful that 
really have their hands on the wheel

W
E’VE HEARD a 
lot of chest-beat-
ing about “our 
democracy” in 
the past week. 
But some of the 

most powerful figures and institu-
tions in the country aren’t up for 
election—and never will be.

Those who really run society have 
massively concentrated power. 

A core of just 147 firms control  
40 percent of the wealth of over 
43,000 multinational companies—
and 737 control 80 percent of it. 
Bosses and directors in one firm also 
sit on the boards of many others.

Their huge wealth gives them 
enormous economic power and 
political influence.

We’ve seen glimpses of that power 
during the election campaign. The 
value of the pound hit a two-month 
low last Friday after opinion polls 
showed Labour closing in on Theresa 
May’s lead.

Some mysterious institution 
has decided it wants the Tories re-
elected. This echoes the markets’ 
reaction to last year’s referendum.

There was no less wealth in the 
world after the result than before. 
But people had voted against the 
status quo, and were punished with 
a currency run that squeezed living 
standards.

“The pound” and “the markets” 
are described as if they’re forces of 
nature or moody gods whose wishes 
must be met to avoid ruin.

These economic forces reflect 
the decisions of immensely wealthy 
investment bankers who control 
much of the money supply. They 
are in turn part of a class of capital-
ists and billionaires who own most of 
the economy—and aren’t shy about 
throwing that weight around.

Bosses regularly try and hold 
workers and governments to 
ransom. Car manufacturer Nissan 
last year threatened to destroy tens 
of thousands of jobs if it didn’t get 
more government support.

Media mogul Rupert Murdoch 
effectively demands that all prime 
ministers and opposition leaders 
court him or face his wrath.

And the issue isn’t just the rich. 
Elected governments are only a 
small part of the mostly unelected 
state.

Top civil servants and judges are 

described as “independent”. What 
this really means is that they are 
unaccountable. Yet their decisions 
can have immense implications.

Judges can destroy people’s lives, 
from women denied the right to 
divorce to the thousands jailed for 
crimes of poverty.

And they have a veto on policies. 
For instance, there was a Supreme 
Court hearing last year on triggering 
Article 50 the Lisbon Treaty to leave 
the European Union (EU).

Civil service bosses have far more 
grasp of what goes on in government 
departments than ministers do.

Their influence makes them key 
targets for business lobbying. By 
offering to use their connections 
on corporations’ behalf they can 
then get well-paid lobbying “jobs” 
themselves.

Then there are the bodies that 
enforce the state’s power—and its 
monopoly on the use of violence.

Britain today has over 125,000 
police officers and an army, navy 
and air force of 144,000 active 
personnel. There’s also a sprawling 
estate of prisons, a border force 
equipped to arrest, detain and 
deport people, and a network of 

Media mogul Rupert Murdoch

Coup critic: Labour MP Chris Mullen 

Convicted fraudster Richard Branson

The big political 
parties are either 
part of the 
establishment or 
desperately 
trying to join it

‘‘ private “security” contractors.
These are rigidly hierarchical 

bodies whose structure and leader-
ship are left untouched by elections.

The big political parties grew up 
in this undemocratic system. Too 
often they are either part of the 
establishment or desperately trying 
to join it.

When the more sincere Labour 
politicians have sought to change 
things they have been horrified by 
the obstacles stacked against them. 

doing and who gets hired to do it—or 
fired. It’s no surprise to find that these 
people hold democracy in contempt, 
with no qualms about subverting it 
or crushing it.

But their power isn’t infinite. The 
likes of rail tycoon Richard Branson 
don’t drive a single train, check a 
single ticket or maintain a single 
length of track. That makes them 
dependent on the people who do.

And when challenged, the phony 
“wealth creators” can be forced to 
make concessions to the real ones. 
This defiance can become a power in 
wider society too.

It has unwritten hated laws such 
as the Tories’ poll tax. Nearly two 
decades earlier, in 1972, the jailing 
of five pickets began to provoke pro-
tests. The government said its hands 
were tied by the law.

But after unofficial strikes spread 
like wildfire, it suddenly discovered 
a loophole to let them out.

The bosses often exaggerate their 

own power to try and deter resist-
ance. Murdoch specialises in backing 
a winner then taking credit for it.

Factory owners talk as if they can 
pull out of a country at the drop of 
a hat. When their bluff is called, it’s 
not always so easy to relocate heavy 
machinery, a skilled workforce, an 
extensive supply chain and market 
access.

Bosses are nothing without work-
ers—and ultimately nor is the state.

The past few years have seen 
strikes hit the makers of Trident 
nuclear weapons, the bases where 
they are deployed and the plants 
where tanks are maintained.

Building on workers’ strength 
to take control of society ourselves 
is the only way to win meaningful 
democracy.

That can only be done by taking 
on the unelected powers that really 
rule Britain.

Troops and cops on the streets—who are they accountable to?

Some today use this as an excuse to 
stop fighting.

The Tories liquidated the Labour 
council at Derbyshire mining town 
Clay Cross after it refused to imple-
ment a rent hike in 1972.

Labour lost because the rest of the 
party deserted it—but its fate is now 
cited by every Labour councillor who 
willingly implements Tory cuts.

Labour MP Chris Mullin’s novel 
A Very British Coup condemned 
the ruling class opposition faced by 

Labour governments in the 1970s 
(see box). He drew the lesson that 
real change was impossible, and 
drifted from the left to the ranks of 
the Blairites.

But the tyranny of capitalism 
comes as less of a shock to workers. 
It is something most of us experience 
throughout our everyday lives.

We have to spend much of our time 
and most of our energy in workplaces 
run as dictatorships.

Our bosses decide what needs 

Labour Party ministers ‘know their place’ 
TORIES AND right wing Labour 
politicians wallow in the rule of the 
rich. When Labour’s first cabinet 
was formed in 1924, its ministers 
rushed to ingratiate themselves 
with the establishment.

Secretary of state for war 
Stephen Walsh told the top brass, 
“I know my place. You have 
commanded armies in the field 
while I was nothing but a private 
in the ranks.”

Those who try and challenge 
some elements of the system are 
swiftly put back in their place.

The 1974 Labour government 
was brutally brought to heel by 
the powers that be. A miners’ 
strike had toppled the Tory 
government following a wave of 
workers’ struggle.

It took a left wing platform to 
get elected, earning leader Harold 
Wilson the hatred of the bosses.

Industry minister Tony Benn 
became known for his left wing 
speeches.

He wrote in his diary that 
the boss of giant steel and 
engineering firm GKN, Sir Ray 
Brookes, threatened to “cancel all 
their investment plans in the next 
year” if he didn’t retreat.

Meanwhile the occupation of 
Northern Ireland was becoming a 
liability in the eyes even of many 
Tories. The security apparatus built 
up to enforce it grew paranoid 
about politicians going “soft”.

Smears
Spy Colin Wallace, who later 
turned whistleblower, worked on 
a project codenamed Clockwork 
Orange. Its purpose was to 
fabricate and spread smears 
against Labour politicians and 
liberal Tories.

 MI5 assistant director Peter 
Wright later wrote in his memoir 
that spies “bugged and burgled 
their way across London” to 
undermine democracy. Colonel 
David Stirling, one of the founders 

of the SAS, set up a group called 
GB75 in preparation for seizing 
power.

As the 1970s went on, an 
investment strike and a run on 
sterling drove the government 
to go “cap in hand” to the 
International Monetary Fund.

It extorted devastating cuts, 
decimating Labour’s support and 
opening the door to 18 years of 
Tory rule.

If elected governments refuse to 
back down, those with real power 
will orchestrate coups to get rid 
of them.

That’s what happened to 
Salvador Allende’s left wing 
government in Chile in 1973.

In 2015 a senior general in 
Britain chillingly warned that 
a “mutiny” could stop Jeremy 
Corbyn ever taking office.

We can’t do deals with our 
rulers to challenge parts of their 
system. We have to overthrow the 
whole thing.

Judges at a special service in Westminster—elected by no-one but they control your rights

COMMENT
‘‘ ’’
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 7 Jun, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Politics in Britain today
Thu 8 Jun, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BOLTON
Western intervention 
and the war on terror
Thu 8 Jun, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON
The media vs Jeremy Corbyn
Thu 8 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Could Labour 
reverse the cuts?
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
COLCHESTER
The rise in automation 
and its impact on the 
working class
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
COVENTRY
Pride, politics and 
protest—fighting for 
LGBT+ liberation
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St, CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
Crisis and the ruling class
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Women’s Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes St, DN1 3NJ
DUDLEY
Western intervention 
and the war on terror
Wed 7 Jun, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge, DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
How do ideas change? 
Class and consciousness
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Who really rules Britain?
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
John Maclean, the 
Scottish Bolshevik
Wed 7 Jun, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St, Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Freedom for Palestine —
one or two state solution?
Wed 7 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Politics in Britain today
Thu 8 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove, W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Politics in Britain today
Wed 7 Jun, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CENTRAL
Politics in Britain today
Thu 8 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Room 130, UCL, Foster 
Court Building, WC1E 6BT

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

 Fighting racism
 and austerity... 

WHERE NEXT 
AFTER THE
 ELECTIONS?

LONDON: HACKNEY
Socialists and elections
Thu 8 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Western intervention 
and the war on terror
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd,  N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
The election result—what 
does it mean for the left?
Fri 9 Jun, 6pm,
El Rincon Quiteno,
235 Holloway Rd, N7 8HG
LONDON: NEWHAM
What would socialism 
look like?
Wed 7 Jun, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park),E15 1HP

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON
Socialists and elections
Wed 7 Jun, 7pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, M21 8BF
NEWCASTLE
Socialists and elections
Thu 8 Jun, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,  NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
What would a revolution 
look like?
Thu 8 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Can we have a society run 
for need not profit?
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way (off 
Cowley Rd),  OX4 1YH

PORTSMOUTH
Socialists and elections
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
The media vs Jeremy Corbyn
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,  YO12 5AZ
SOUTHAMPTON
A rebel’s guide to 
Alexandra Kollontai
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY
WIGAN
Can we really get change 
through parliament?
Wed 7 Jun, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office), WN1 1LD

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Socialism from below
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
The media vs Jeremy Corbyn
Wed 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
The case against borders
Sat 3 Jun, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists

LEEDS
In solidarity with the 
Russian Revolution
Sat 3 Jun, 10am, 
Swarthmore Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse 
Square, LS3 1AD
All power to the Soviets 
Sat 3 Jun, 5.30pm, 
The Fox and Newt Pub,
9 Burley St, LS3 1LD

BARNSLEY
Thu 15 Jun, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP

BRADFORD
Thu 15 Jun, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite ice rink), 
BD5 0BQ

BRISTOL
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 15 Jun, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, 
CB5 8HP

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 15 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

LONDON
Wed 14 June, 7pm
Student Central, 
Malet St, 
WC1E 7HY

PLYMOUTH
Wed 14 Jun, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF

SWANSEA
Thu 15 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community 
Centre, St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

TELFORD
Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade, 
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW
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A cruel tale of greed, developers, land and sheep 
FILM
THE SHEPHERD (EL PASTOR)
Directed by Jonathan Cenzual 
Burley. Matchbox Films. 
In cinemas 2 June

NOTHING MUCH goes on 
in Anselmo’s world, which 
he shares with his beloved 
dog Pillo. Like any other 
farmer the land and the 
weather are the important 
things in his life.

Some of the locals in 
the nearby village think 
he lives in the “stone 
age”. He has no TV, enjoys 
a simple life tending his 
flock of sheep and has a 
love of books.

The scenic shots in the 
film are stunning and 
convey the dry, dusty, arid 
wide open space. 

Property sharks want to 
buy up land on the cheap, 
for their own benefit, and 
turn Anselmo’s farm and 
his neighbours’ land on 
both sides into a crisp new 
housing estate for the well 
off.

A huge squash court 
would sit where his tiny 
house now does. 

But the talk of 
new shops, bars and 
other “commercial 
opportunities” doesn’t 
interest Anselmo so the 
developers assume, “He 

must be a little slow or 
something.

“These villagers, they 
are stubborn as a mule, 
but they love money like 
everyone else.”

The sharks are selling 
“beauty and tranquillity 
for all the family” but this 
shepherd doesn’t care for 
their idea of it. 

“Everyone wants things 
to fill up their lives with,” 
he tells his librarian friend 
Concha.

Director Jonathan 
Cenzual Burley wants to 
make this “critique on 
greed heard, especially at 
the moment, where greed 
seems to be the driving 

force behind everything”.
Unfortunately his 

focus is individuals, 
not corporations or the 
system. Neighbours Paco 
and Julian both want to 
sell up to the developers 
but Anselmo’s land is in 
the middle and crucial to 
their plan.

The Shepherd won’t 
make you laugh much, but 
sometimes smile. 

It exposes the cruel 
way the system can warp 
human relationships 
through a desire for 
wealth or the fear of 
debt—and some of the 
shocking consequences 
that can lead from that.

 Broken explores one priest’s  
 conflict in a heartless world
Jimmy McGovern’s new TV series promises to expose some of the monstrous 
practices that prey upon poverty rather than alleviate it, writes Sarah Cox
THE CENTRAL character in Jimmy 
McGovern’s new BBC One TV series 
Broken is a Catholic priest serving 
a poor Merseyside parish. 

In an interview on the BBC web-
site, McGovern describes how he 
wanted to introduce a Catholic priest 
into TV series Brookside. 

He talks of the dramatic impact 
of confession because viewers know 
that in the confessional characters 
speak the absolute truth. 

His 1994 film Priest explores some 
of the conflicts between “principles 
and practicalities” in the priest’s role, 
a theme which recurs in Broken. 

In Priest, the limitations of con-
fession are explored when a woman 
reveals that she is being sexually 
abused by her father. 

The priest tries to warn the mother, 
but bound by the secrecy of the con-
fessional, fails.

McGovern’s writing is power-
ful and Broken has a superb cast 
with Sean Bean as Father Michael 
Kerrigan. 

Harsh
He is a good man who is on the side 
of his parishioners, trying to mediate 
between them and the harsh realities 
of 21st century poverty. 

Through him religion is portrayed 
the as revolutionary Karl Marx 
describes it as “the heart of a heart-
less world, and the soul of soulless 
conditions”. 

Bean’s character is able to offer 
some practical help when they are in 
distress.

That ranges from vouchers for 
the food bank to a suggestion that 
children should wear their school  
uniform for their first communion so 

families can avoid getting into debt 
buying suits and dresses. 

Otherwise he relies on the com-
fort offered by ritual, candles and 
prayers, like the Hail Marys he shares 
with a woman who has just been told 
she is infertile.

Christina (Anna Friel) is a 
young mother whose problems are  
central to Broken’s first episode. 

She abandons the expectations of 

her religion when she is sacked from 
her low paid job. 

Christina is then told by the 
Department for Work and Pensions 
that she is ineligible to claim any ben-
efits for thirteen weeks. 

This leaves her in a state of des-
peration and us in suspense, not 
knowing how or whether it will be 
resolved.

Broken explores the conflicts and 

contradictions faced by a priest gen-
uinely trying to help parishioners 
living and working in unacceptable  
conditions of poverty and stress. 

At the same time the series prom-
ises to expose some of the monstrous 
practices that prey upon poverty—
and increase rather than alleviate it.

Broken is on BBC One, Tue 30 May, 
9pm. Also at bbc.co.uk/iplayer

CHRISTINA, PLAYED by Anna Friel Picture: BBc/tony Blake

Anselmo tends his flock

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Russia 1917—workers’ 
revolution and the  
festival of the  
oppressed
Dave Sherry

2  Bob Marley—roots,  
reggae & revolution
Brian Richardson

3  Unravelling capitalism
Joseph Choonara

4 Untold—the Daniel  
Morgan murder exposed
Alastair Morgan & Peter Jukes

5 The equality effect
Danny Dorling

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

MUSIC
LIAR LIAR GE2017
by Captain Ska 
Available to download now. 
Go to bit.ly/2rGk54x for more 
details

CAPTAIN SKA have 
remastered their 2010  
anti-Tory song Liar Liar. 

Band leader and 
songwriter Jake said, “We 
want to do all we can to 
expose the horrific effects 
Tory policy has had on 
ordinary people. 

“Theresa May lies her 
way through interview 
after interview without 
addressing the real issues.

“We’re sick of her and 
her party of millionaires 
privatising and cutting our 

public services while it’s 
poverty and deteriorating 
living standards for the rest 
of us. 

“The money is there 
to improve the lives of 
the majority but it’s in 
the hands of the wrong 
people.

“We want to do all we 
can to make sure Theresa 
May is kicked out of 
Downing Street on 8 June. 

“I’m confident we’ll get 
into the UK Top 40, which 
would mean the BBC will 
have to play it on their 
chart show next Sunday.”
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READ MORE
lWhy Marxists Oppose 
Individual Terrorism 
by Leon Trotsky 
Online at bit.ly/1jFRWTg

lIsis, Imperialism and the 
War in Syria 
by Anne Alexander in the 
International Socialism 
journal
Online at bit.ly/1OLgFOE

lMarxism and Terrorism 
by Leon Trotsky  
£4

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

C
RIES OF “Pure 
evil”, “evil los-
ers”, “beyond 
e v i l ”  h ave 
been repeated 
by politicians 

and the press after the 
horrific Manchester bomb-
ing last week.

But we have to do more 
than simply genuflect to 
outraged cliches if we are to 
understand what happened.

It suits those at the top 
to argue that acts against 
civilians are essentially 
inexplicable. 

To try and explain it, so 
the argument goes, is to jus-
tify and therefore support 
such acts. 

But we need to get beyond 
the idea that people are 
simply bad.

Socialists abhor violence 
against civilians and oppose 
indiscriminate bombings of 
people. 

But for all their bluster pol-
iticians and their cheerleaders 
in the media have a different 
view. 

They are quite happy 
to condone, carry out and 
applaud indiscriminate bomb-
ings, plane strikes from the air 
and wholesale murder. 

One sort of terrorism—the 
brutal state terrorism of the 
biggest imperialist powers 
such as the US and Britain—is 
justified. 

No others are. Especially the 
terrorism of those who have 
suffered from the actions of the 
most powerful.

Soc i a l i s t s  r e j e c t  th i s 
hypocrisy. 

Far from acknowledging the 
role that their policies have 
played in fuelling terrorism, 
politicians offer yet more of the 
actions that fuel it in the first 
place.

We are offered continued 
wars in the Middle East.

It is worth remembering 
that the 2003 invasion of Iraq 
by the US and Britain was sold 
as a way of reducing the threat 
of terrorism. It did the opposite.

The calls for repression 
after the latest attacks are as  
predictable as they will be  
ineffective in “preventing” ter-
rorism. In fact they are more 
likely to cause more of it.

Emergency
A state of emergency was 
declared in France after terror 
attacks in Paris in 2015. This 
did not prevent 84 people being 
killed in a subsequent terror 
attack in Nice.

More than a decade of tor-
ture, rendition, repressive 
attacks on civil liberties and 
rafts of new laws has not 
stopped terrorist attacks. 

But it has repressed and 
criminalised Muslims, and 
created a climate of fear and 
racism. It was the same in the 
1970s and 1980s in response to 
Irish terrorism.

Suicide bombings are not 
some barbaric throwback to 
pre-modernity. 

They are a horrible, distorted 
response to the very real horrors 

of imperialism and capitalism.
There is nothing Islamic, 

Muslim or even fundamentalist 
about suicide bombers. Suicide 
terror attacks have been carried 
out by Christians, Zen Buddhists 
and atheists. 

As the US writer Mike Davis 
put it a decade ago, “Every 
laser-guided missile falling on 
an apartment house in southern  
Beirut or mud-walled com-
pound in Kandahar is a future 
suicide truck bomb headed for 
the centre of Tel Aviv or perhaps 

downtown Los Angeles.”
Socialists don’t approve 

of terrorism. It is at best 
counterproductive. 

But however brutal terrorism 
ism, the devastation and death 
toll are still on a massively 
smaller scale than that routinely 
inflicted by the armed forces of 
“civilised” states.

The Russian revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky wrote that we 
have “nothing in common with 
those bought-and-paid-for mor-
alists who, in response to any 

terrorist act, make solemn dec-
larations about the ‘absolute 
value’ of human life. 

“These are the same people 
who, on other occasions, in the 
name of other absolute values 
are ready to shove millions of 
people into the hell of war.”

He wrote, “We understand 
only too clearly the inevitabil-
ity of such convulsive acts of 
despair and vengeance.”

But the exploitation, oppres-
sion and injustices in society 
are a product of a worldwide 
economic system. They are 
products of capitalism, not of 
particular individuals within 
it—however brutal and obnox-
ious they might be.

So even acts of terrorism 
against the state have very lim-
ited consequences.

Trotsky put it like this, “The 
smoke from the explosion 
clears away, the panic disap-
pears. The successor of the 
murdered minister makes his 
appearance, life again settles 
into the old rut. 

“The wheel of capitalist 
exploitation turns as before—
only police repression grows 
more savage and brazen.”

Terrorist attacks can intro-
duce disarray into the ranks of 
the working class, particularly 
when ordinary people are on 
the receiving end. 

That can create a favourable  
atmosphere for the introduc-
tion of those measures of state 
repression. So terrorism is 
not just a different method of 
struggle against oppression, 
but runs counter to the fight 
for socialism. 

As Trotsky put it, “The 
revolvers of individual heroes 
instead of the people’s cudgels 
and pitchforks, bombs instead 
of barricades—that is the real 
formula of terrorism.”

T
HE SORT of soci-
ety socialists are 
fighting for is one 
where workers 
themselves take 
control and run 

society in their own interests. 
Such a society cannot be 

achieved by the actions of a 
tiny minority, but can only be 
forged through the mass activ-
ity of workers themselves.

After a terrorist attack in 
London in 1867 by Irish republi-
cans—then known as Fenians— 
that killed civilians the revolu-
tionary Karl Marx wrote, “The 
last exploit of the Fenians in 
Clerkenwell was a very stupid 
thing. 

“The London masses, who 
have shown great sympathy for 
Ireland, will be made wild by it 
and be driven into the arms of 
the government party.

“One cannot expect the 
London proletarians to allow 
themselves to be blown up 
in honour of the Fenian 
emissaries.” 

The revolutionary Frederick 
Engels replied, “It is the mis-
fortune of all conspiracies that 
they lead to such stupidities, 
because ‘after all something 
must happen, after all some-
thing must be done’.”

Terrorist attacks are often a brutal response to a brutal 
world, explains Simon Basketter—and the only way to 
end the violence is to transform the society that breeds it

It is worth noting that Marx 
and Engels fully backed the 
Fenian movement.

The civi l ian deaths in 
Clerkenwell were an accident. 
But many terrorist attacks, such 
as the one in Manchester, do 
deliberately target civilians.

Time and time again des-
perate young people on every  
continent at different times 
have come to believe a dis-
astrous fantasy. That hurling 
back a portion of the system’s 
violence in some act aimed at 
innocent people will change 
things for the better.

They are always tragically 
wrong.

S
UICIDE bombing 
may be a dirty, 
brutal assault—
though despite the 
views of the press 
it is clearly not 

cowardly.
The oppressor possesses 

a military might unimagi-
nably greater than anything 
the oppressed have at their 
disposal.

The oppressed cannot hope 
to inflict on the enemy the kind 
of material damage that will 
force the oppressor to back off.

All they can hope to do is 
inflict psychological damage by 
showing that the oppressed will 
stop at nothing to terrorise the 
oppressor country. 

The aim is to inflict pain on 
the opposing society.

It derives from a position of 
weakness—of not being able to 
compete with the violence that 
the oppressor can dish out. 

It is clean to kill people with 
drones and missiles—and a 
dirty suicide bomb will never 
compete.

There is also the hope that 
becoming a self-sacrificial kill-
ing machine will inspire others. 

Elitist ideas of people’s values 
as acceptable targets comes 
from the dominant ideas in our 
society.

Our rulers do punish whole 
populations with war and 
repression. That is part of what 
leads to the politics of despair.

Consequence
It is also the consequence of 
seeing the fight against injustice 
in non-class terms. It equates 
the rulers with the people.

It is just such a logic that 
thinks only a tiny group of ded-
icated fighters can avenge the 
wrongs in society. 

It assumes that the mass 
of people is either corrupt 
or incapable of stirring into 

action—unless “exemplary” 
action is taken by the dedicated.

The greater the impotence 
of those caught in this spiral, 
the bigger the dream of brutal 
destruction—the better to make 
an impact. In contrast our argu-
ment rests upon the fact that 
society is divided into classes 
with opposed interests.

That worthwhile struggle 
cannot be conducted by indi-
viduals or elite groups, but 
through the collective struggle 
of the mass of the working class 
and oppressed.

Against the despair and 
pessimism, as Trotsky put it, 
“Only a great revolutionary 
mass movement can free the 
oppressed, a movement that 
will leave no remnant of the 
entire structure of class exploi-
tation, national oppression, and 
racial persecution.”

The unimaginable 
military might of 
powers such as 
the US devastates 
the lives of 
ordinary people

A suicide bomb 
will never 
compete with 
drones and 
missiles

‘‘ 
Leon Trotsky

TERRORISM 
CREATED BY 
THE SYSTEM

FLOWERS AND armed police in Manchester after the attack

Kronstadt saw the best 
and worst of revolution

Working class sailors 
in the Baltic Fleet 
were the revolution’s 
powerhouse—and 
later the victims of its 
isolation and decline
THE KRONSTADT naval 
base on an island outside the 
capital Petrograd was first 
a stronghold of the 1917 
Russian Revolution then a 
tragic symbol of its decline.

The slaughter of the First 
World War spurred many 
soldiers to mutiny and join 
the revolution. Kronstadt 
sailors played a leading role—
and that was no accident.

Kronstadt, base of the 
Baltic Fleet, was at the centre 
of the Tsar’s attempt to 
build a modern navy. That 
meant more and more skilled 
recruits were needed. 

More than half of recruits 
were workers—compared to 
just 3 percent of recruits to 
the largely peasant army. 

Along with their skills, 
these working class sailors 
brought an experience of class 
struggle and socialist politics 
into the base.

As the director of police 
complained, they had 
“already gone through the 
corrupting school of the 
factory atmosphere”.

This was also true of the 
dockers, munitions workers 
and others who ran the 
facilities that kept the base 
running.

By 1917 the town’s 
industrial workforce had 
swelled to 17,000. 

Insurrection
This powder keg finally blew 
as a full-scale insurrection 
ripped through Kronstadt in 
February 1917.

The February Revolution 
replaced the Tsar’s rule with 
a Provisional Government, 
which dispatched the liberal 
Victor Pepeliaev to run 
Kronstadt.

But the sailors had already 
set up the Committee of the 
National Movement as the 
new revolutionary body. 

And their soviet—or 
council—was democratising 
the fleet in the face of 
Pepeliaev’s protestations. 

Through intense debates 
Bolshevik workers and 

sailors won it to opposing the 
ongoing war—and later to 
supporting the party’s slogan 
of “All power to the soviets”. 

Their soviet defied the 
Provisional Government 
by declaring itself the “sole 
power” in the city on 30 May.

This prompted 
revolutionary Leon Trotsky to 
praise Kronstadt as the “pride 
and glory of the revolution”. 

This foreshadowed the 
October Revolution when the 
working class seized power.

But after October 
Russia’s old rulers and their 
imperialist backers fought to 
regain control.

Their civil war decimated 
the working class the 
revolution was built on—and 

forced its leaders to desperate 
measures.

In 1921, famine in the 
cities led the Bolsheviks to 
requisition grain from the 
peasants, provoking protests.

Kronstadt rose again—now 
demanding “soviets without 
Bolsheviks” and a “free 
market in agriculture”. 

This time Trotsky’s Red 
Army had to suppress it.

Bloody
The battle was bloody, and 
many anarchists and liberals 
use this as proof that the 
Bolsheviks were installing a 
dictatorship.

But the angry rebukes they 
faced in workers’ committees 
across Petrograd show that, 
despite the civil war, a working 
class democracy survived.

If the Bolsheviks had given 
in to the rebellion’s demands, 
it would have meant giving 
up on the revolution’s 
socialist aims. 

Every reactionary would 
have jumped on a successful 
Kronstadt revolt to slam the 
door shut. The Bolsheviks 
fought to keep it ajar.

Defeat would have ushered 
in the gruesome revenge of 
the old ruling class.

If the revolution survived, 
revolts in other countries 
could break it out of its 
isolation. But this hope was 
beginning to fade.

As Bolshevik leader Lenin 
said, the tragedy at Kronstadt 
“lit up reality like a lightning 
flash” and summed up the 
growing desperation. 
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage 
at tinyurl.com/sw1917

RED ARMY soldiers advancing on Kronstadt in 1921

Defeat would 
have ushered in 
the gruesome 
revenge of the 
old ruling class

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION

1917 TIMELINE
17 May (30 May in today’s 
calendar)
lThe soviet of workers’ and 
soldiers’ deputies declares 
itself the “sole power” in the 
town of Kronstadt
lThis is a direct challenge 
to the Provisional 
Government, foreshadowing 
the October revolution
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 Officials ‘interfered’ in the Unison election
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

THERE SHOULD be no 
rerun of the Unison union’s 
2015 general secretary elec-
tion that saw Dave Prentis  
re-elected for a fourth term, 
despite numerous flaws.

That was Assistant Certi-
fication Officer (ACO) Mary 
Stacey’s ruling last week.

Prentis’ challengers Roger 
Bannister, John Burgess 
and Heather Wakefield, and  
11 other union members had 
made complaints to the Cer-
tification Officer. 

This government official 
oversees unions’ finances and 
internal rules.

An unprecedented number 
of complaints were also made 
to Electoral Reform Ser-
vices (ERS), which served as 
returning officer. These were 
mainly about alleged rule-
breaking by senior officials.

Damning
Unison welcomed “the deci-
sion to uphold the result and 
reject the call from the com-
plainants for a rerun”. But the 
114-page decision includes 
some damning criticism.

It described a “cover up” 

of the misdeeds of senior 
officials and their “interfer-
ence” with ERS’s running of 
the election.

These officials are described 
as “bullying”, “aggressive” and 
“swaggering”. 

But Stacey argued that 

there wasn’t enough evidence 
that the flaws listed affected 
the final result.

The full report will rightly 
shock all trade unionists. 

Activists should not simply 
focus on union democracy 
and structures. But Unison’s 

incoming national executive 
committee (NEC) must act to 
right the wrongs in Stacey’s 
decision. That new NEC will 
see a shift in the balance of 
power following elections last 
week. Unison Action, a broad 
left slate, waged a significant 

challenge to the status quo 
that has backed Prentis. 

It did not win a majority 
of seats, but neither did the 
“Stronger Unison” Prentis 
slate. This can encourage 
resistance.

Unison Action won more 

contested seats than Prentis’s 
backers—significantly former 
president Wendy Nicholls was 
not elected. But seats elected 
unopposed helped Stronger 
Unison win two more seats 
than the left overall.

Failed
The driving factor behind 
the forming of the new left 
grouping in Unison was a 
belief that Prentis has failed 
to oppose austerity.

Branches have been left 
to fight alone while full time 
officials compromised instead 
of leading real resistance. 

Local government workers 
have seen jobs and services 
devastated, and a 20 percent 
real terms pay cut since 2010.

Twice during 2015-2016  
members revolted against 
the leadership after being 
sold out on pay in England 
and Wales. 

The NEC election results 
should be seen as part of this 
trend—and a desire to see 
union leaders lead a fight, 
not a sellout.

UNISON’S GENERAL secretary Dave Prentis (centre) 

More online...
For more on the ruling go to 
bit.ly/2sdg3gy
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Spooks, torture and oil—the 
British links to war in Libya
The British state has a long history of interfering in the Middle East. The carnage it sowed in 
Libya has now come back to expose the politicians who led it, argues Simon Basketter

 Two massacres that killed civilians were partly caused by West
TWO MASSACRES of 
civilians, including 

children, each on a greater 
scale than the Manchester 
bombing took place last 
week—and the West was 
directly involved in both.

At least 34 refugees 
drowned trying to reach 
Europe as their boats sank 
off the coast of Libya on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Chris Catrambone, 
founder of one of the 
charities carrying 
out rescue missions, 
described the dead as 
“mostly toddlers”.

Disturbing reports from 
rescuers on the charity-run 

ship Luventa say that the 
Libyan coastguard opened 
fire at the boats, driving 
the refugees into the sea.

Despite similar 
accusations in the past, 
the Libyan coastguard 
continues to receive 
training and funding from 
Britain and other European 
governments to keep 
refugees out of Europe.

Refugees risk their 
lives in the hands of often 
unscrupulous traffickers 
because governments 
refuse to grant them 
safe, legal passage.

Tory leader Theresa 
May was among those 

who vetoed moves to add 
more legal routes into 
Europe at the G7 talks 
in Italy last weekend.

The following day 
Western air raids in Syria 
killed at least 35 civilians, 
including five children.

Around 50 people 
were killed in two days 
of airstrikes targeting 
housing blocks in the town 
of Mayadine—some were 
Isis fighters, but also their 
relatives and neighbours.

The killings rounded 
off the deadliest month 
of airstrikes so far in the 
two-year campaign, with 
225 civilian deaths from 

23 April to 23 May.
On the same day a 

Pentagon report admitted 
to killing 105 civilians 
in just one attack in 
Mosul, Iraq, in March.

And Iraqi journalist Ali 
Arkady released footage 
showing Western-backed 
Iraqi special forces 
torturing and executing 
civilians in Mosul.

The perpetrators were 
from a unit singled out 
for praise by the US.

Arkady had to flee Iraq 
and seek asylum after 
receiving death threats 
for the broadcast.
Dave Sewell

MEDIA ACCOUNTS of the 
l inks with Libya to the 

Manchester bombing have down-
played the role of Britain in the 
country. In particular it has 
obscured how the British state tor-
tured people, then embraced them.

The shifting sands of who the US 
and Britain wanted as allies in the 
Middle East shaped Libya. The oil 
industry decided the pace of events.

British governments have car-
ried out murderous interventions in 
Libya for years.

Muammar Gaddafi took power 
after the overthrow of the king 
in 1969. He closed US and British 
bases, and partly nationalised for-
eign oil and commercial interests. 

The West saw him as an enemy. 
US president Ronald Reagan sent 
warplanes to assassinate Gaddafi in 
1986. The missiles missed and hit 
a residential area of Tripoli, killing 
some 100 people.

Two years later, Pan Am Flight 
103 was bombed over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, claiming 270 lives. Libya 
was blamed for the bombing in the 
run-up to the 1991 Gulf War. 

Veterans
The Libyan Islamic Fighting Group 
(LIFG), an anti-Gaddafi Islamist 
militant group, was formed in 1990 
by Libyan veterans of war against 
Russia in Afghanistan.

In 1996, with the backing of MI6, 
it tried to assassinate Gaddafi. It 
failed and was brutally repressed. 

After years of considering Libya a 
pariah state, the West lifted the sanc-
tions against it in 2004. Firms had 
their eyes fixed on the country’s oil. 

In 2007 BP signed an explora-
tion deal with Libya’s National 
Oil Corporation—with Tony Blair 

looking on. Having backed it before, 
the British government decided to 
list the LIFG as a proscribed terrorist 
organisation in 2005. 

Libyan exiles with links to 
the LIFG were placed on control  
orders and subjected to surveillance 
and monitoring.  

According to documents retrieved 
from the offices of the Libyan intel-
ligence agency following Gaddafi’s 
fall, British security services cracked 
down on Libyan dissidents as part of 
the deal.

They assisted in the rendition 
of two senior LIFG leaders, Abdel 
Hakim Belhaj and Sami al-Saadi, to 
Tripoli where they were tortured.

A letter “for Musa in Tripoli from 
Mark in London”, about Abdel 
Hakim Belhaj, was written by Sir 
Mark Allen, MI6’s then counter- 
terrorism chief. Allen went on to 
work for BP.

The letter was addressed to then 
Libyan foreign minister Musa Kusa. 
Allen wrote, “This was the least we 
could do for you and for Libya to 
demonstrate the remarkable rela-
tionship we have built over recent 
years.”

Calling Belhaj “air cargo”, Allen 
thanked Kusa for the support shown 
to an MI6 agent. “I am so glad,” he 
said. “I was grateful to you for help-
ing the officer we sent out.”

The sands shifted again after the 
revolt in the country in 2011. 

As the Libyan revolution ground 
to a stalemate, Britain, France and 
the US carried out airstrikes and 
deployed special forces soldiers. 

The rebel groups were victorious 
only because of Nato airstrikes, but 
they were incapable of filling the 
vacuum created after Gaddafi fell. 

The country is now divided and 
warlords who pay their fighters from 
the country’s diminished oil reve-
nues are fighting for control.

One section of the army is fight-
ing it out with Isis and its Islamist 
rival, the Shura Council of Benghazi 
revolutionaries.

Hypocrisy 
from Tories 
on Gaddafi

THE TORY government 
enabled Libyan exiles in 

Britain to go to fight in 
Libya, including those with 
control orders.

When Belal Younis went 
to Libya, he said he was 
asked by an intelligence 
officer from MI5, “Are you 
willing to go into battle?”

“While I took time 
to find an answer he 
turned and told me the 
British government have 
no problem with people 
fighting against Gaddafi.”

As he was travelling back 
to Libya in May 2011 he 
was approached by police 
officers who told him that 
if he was going to fight he 
would  
be committing  
a crime. 

As he waited to board the 
plane, he said the same MI5 
officer called him to tell him 
that he had “sorted it out”.

Refugees fleeing wars stoked by the West

FORMER TORY leader David Cameron during a visit to Libya, where he sent special forces and fighter jets
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Glass workers can 
shatter pay freeze
UNITE UNION members at 
two glass firms in Devon have 
called further strikes in their 
fight over pay, terms and 
conditions.

Specialist Building Product 
Group’s subsidiary companies 
Sierra Windows and DB Glass 
both made a miserly pay 
offer and imposed a 12-hour 
working day.

The Sierra workers in 
Paignton have called nine  
48-hour strikes in June and 
July, with the first starting 
this Wednesday. 

The DB Glass workers in 
Newton Abbot have called six 
48-hour strikes, starting on 
Wednesday of next week.

Strikes could have 
cemented victory
A THREAT to strike has 
won an improved pay deal 
for drivers at cement firm 
Cemex. Their Unite union 
called off planned industrial 
action after the firm offered 
concessions, including 
negotiating with the union in 
future.  

The rapid settlement 
showed the workers’ strength.

But the deal still centres 
on a 1.6 percent pay rise from 
July 2016, just as it did when 
workers voted for action. 
Strikes could have won more.

Anti-fascists plan 
demo in Liverpool 
ANTI-FASCISTS IN Liverpool 
plan to oppose the English 
Defence League this Saturday. 

Unite Against Fascism has 
also called a counter-protest 
against fascists Britain First 
in Birmingham on 24 June.

The Nazis had planned 
to march on the same day 
as the EDL in Liverpool, but 
were forced to postpone after 
their leaders were arrested. 

UAF will oppose a planned 
Scottish Defence League 
demonstration in Edinburgh 
on 25 June. 
lGo to bit.ly/2p1KAjo and  
bit.ly/2p23lDc for more details

Housing workers 
demand equal pay
HOUSING WORKERS in 
Manchester protested last 
Thursday as part of their fight 
for equal pay.  

The Unite union members, 
who are employed by private 
contractor Mears, maintain 
social housing for the council. 

They plan to strike every 
Monday, Thursday and 
Friday until bosses come to 
the table. Bosses are also 
pushing new contracts which 
will increase hours and 
introduce “flexible” working 
hours with no extra pay.

nAROUND 30 housing 
campaigners protested over 
the housing crisis in central 
London last Thursday.

They marched from 
Parliament Square to 
Downing Street chanting, 
“Axe the Housing Act”. 

Week-long strikes at 
EHRC roll into Cardiff
by NICK CLARK 

WORKERS AT the Equality 
and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) struck 
in Cardiff this week.

 The PCS union members 
are fighting against budget 
cuts and redundancies.

Workers at EHRC offices 
across Britain have taken turns 
at holding week-long strikes 
after bosses sacked eight 
striking workers by email in 
February.

This week’s walkout in 
Cardiff comes after two 
successful strikes in Glasgow 
and London.

One London striker told 
Socialist Worker that the strike 
had been well supported. 

“We’ve had reps and 
members on the picket line and 
lots of other people coming 
down to offer their support,” 

the worker said. “People going 
into the building working for 
other organisations have been 
putting a lot of money into the 
bucket for the strike fund. 

“We’ve also had big 
donations from other unions.”

The striker added that it is 
vital for supporters to donate 
to the strike fund. 

“Members are strong in 
their support for the strike, 
but they are also suffering 
financially,” the worker said.

Agency 
The EHRC workers have been 
fighting a 25 percent cut to 
government agency’s budget 
since late last year. They 
stepped up their fight after the 
sackings in February. 

The eight were issued 
compulsory redundancy 
notices despite the fact that 
there are now 47 vacancies 
being advertised inside EHRC. 

They have also been denied 
the opportunity to find an 
alternative job in another 
government department, 
despite normal civil service 
redundancy procedures.

Many strikers feel the 
sackings were an attack on 
the union as four of the eight 
sacked workers were union 
reps. 

Speaking to the PCS 
union conference last week, 
Department for Transport 
worker John Gamble said that 
every civil service worker had 
to support the EHRC strikers.

“We’ve got to expose EHRC 
bosses for the hypocrites they 
are,” he said pointing to the 
fact that EHRC plays a role in 
monitoring workplace rights. 

“They’re content to see 
trade union activists thrown on 
the scrapheap.”
lDonate to the fighting fund at 
bit.ly/2msNH1X

HEIGHTENED SECURITY didn’t remove the sense of freedom on the thousands-strong 
LGBT+ Pride march in Birmingham last Saturday. Chants of “Tories out, refugees in” rang 
out from a lively political bloc, pictured. More at bit.ly/2rczIxE  Picture: Geoff Dexter 

Lecturers call for national 
strategy to defeat attacks 
by SADIE ROBINSON in Brighton

DELEGATES gathered for the 
UCU union’s annual congress 
in Brighton last weekend.

 Lecturers at the higher 
education sector conference 
defeated the union 
leadership by backing a 
motion calling for a “national 
industrial strategy”.

UCU general secretary 
Sally Hunt had previously 
told delegates that local 
disputes had delivered 
improvements “that would 
never be achieved at a 
national level”.

But delegates voted for a 
“special sector conference” 
in the autumn that “will 
determine a national UCU 
industrial strategy”.

Sara Weiner is joint 
regional secretary of the 
North West region and is on 
the UCU’s national executive 
committee. 

“This means that ordinary 
branches will get to have a 
say and that there could be 
a national ballot,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

The key will be for 
workers to organise to 

make sure the motions are 
implemented.

At the further education 
sector conference, delegates 
described the hell of 
restructuring, insecure 
contracts and college 
mergers. 

John Murphy from 
Blackburn College was 
cheered when he said, “Most 
Tories wouldn’t know an FE 
college if they tripped over it. 

“But they know they cost 
money and benefit working 
class people.”

Yet the mood was flat 
for much of the time. Many 
workers have suffered years 
of cuts with not enough 
resistance.

There was enthusiasm for 
Jeremy Corbyn (see page 4). 

Delegates passed motions 
backing Unite Against 
Fascism and Stand Up To 
Racism, and to oppose the 
Islamophobic “Prevent” 
strategy which targets 
Muslims.

A motion was also passed 
to reject the IHRA definition 
of antisemitism, which the 
right has used to restrict 
criticism of Israel. 
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk

LGBT+ UCU UNION CONGRESS

RAIL WORKERS

Guards’ action hits buffers 
THE RMT union suspended 
a coordinated rail strike 
planned for Tuesday of this 
week on Southern, Northern 
and Merseyrail. 

The union said it had 
taken the decision “in light 
of the horrific bombing in 
Manchester”. 

The decision left some 
workers disgruntled. As one 
Southern train guard told 
Socialist Worker, “I’m not 
sure it was the correct thing 
to do to suspend the action. 

I can understand it more in 
Manchester but not here.”

But no opportunity was 
lost by Southern bosses to 
use the tragic events. 

A spokesperson said, “This 
is an appropriate response 
by the RMT to the tragedy in 
Manchester. 

“The union now needs to 
use this opportunity to agree 
to the very good offers we 
have made.”

Bosses were forced to 
backtrack after criticism. 

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 

Walkout at job centre in 
Sheffield resists closure  
WORKERS AT a Sheffield 
job centre were set to strike 
against the planned closure 
of their office this Thursday. 

The Sheffield Eastern 
Avenue job centre is one of 
several Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) offices 
earmarked for closure under 
Tory plans.

Workers say the closure 
would badly affect benefit 
claimants 

The walkout comes after 
delegates to PCS union 
conference last week debated 
how to resist closures in the 
DWP and HM Revenue and 
Customs. 

Delegates passed a motion 

calling on the union to 
organise and coordinate 
industrial action against 
job cuts and office closures 
“where there is a willingness 
among members to take such 
action”.

Some activists worry that 
the Tories’ Trade Union Act 
will make organising action 
difficult without a campaign 
to strengthen branches first.

But Kate Douglas from 
the DWP Bucks and Oxon 
said the best way to build 
the union was by organising 
industrial action. 

“We know from experience 
that when we fight we grow,” 
she told the conference.

JOB CENTRE WORKERS

Union joins 
anti-racists
DELEGATES AT the PCS 
union conference last week 
overwhelmingly backed 
affiliating to Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR).

PCS general secretary 
Mark Serwotka had 
supported the move at an 
SUTR fringe meeting the 
day before. “We are for 
freedom of movement,” he 
said. “Not just freedom for 
workers—we are for freedom 
of movement.”

The same conference 
strengthened the union’s 
position on trans rights. 

Delegates also saw off 
an attempt to disaffiliate 
the union from the Abortion 
Rights campaign. 

PCS UNION CONFERENCE

Union officials block strike 
by Kirklees social workers 
UNISON UNION officials 
have refused to sanction 
industrial action by social 
workers at Kirklees Council 
in West Yorkshire.  

A written response from 
officials last Wednesday 
shocked the branch, which is 
in a long-running dispute for 
higher pay and better terms 
and conditions. 

Officials said they 
refused action because of 
an upcoming report by 
children’s commissioner 
Eleanor Brazil. 

Brazil was brought in 
to investigate children’s 
services after a poor Ofsted 
watchdog report. 

Workers fear that Brazil 

will recommend setting up a 
private Children’s Trust. But 
Unison officials claim the 
report will propose keeping 
children’s services in house, 
but with Leeds City Council 
providing the management. 

Officials say that Leeds 
council have told them they 
aren’t prepared to take this 
on while industrial action is 
ongoing. 

This should be used as a 
negotiating weapon.  

Unison Kirklees branch 
stewards and officers were 
to discuss their response 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press. 
Nick Ruff, Kirklees Unison 
branch chair (pc)

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
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LOGISTICS

Court loss for the bosses 
boosts the Argos strikers
by DAVE SEWELL

ARGOS DISTRIBUTION workers 
finished their first round of strikes 
on the front foot after bosses failed 
to get an injunction against their 
action.

The Unite union members were set 
to return to work on Wednesday after 
a two-week strike demanding guaran-
tees around their jobs and conditions.

Around 1,400 workers are involved 
in the dispute.

It was triggered by Argos’s 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  n e a r l y  
500 would be transferred from its 
hub in Lutterworth, Leicestershire, 
to Wincanton logistics in Kettering.

Bosses’ failure to block the strike 
legally has “made workers rather 
buoyant”, Unite rep Steve told 
Socialist Worker.

“When it was announced on the 
picket line on Friday afternoon a 
big cheer went up and everyone was 
really happy,” he said

Action
“It means they now have to accept we 
have a legitimate dispute so they can’t 
stop further action—and there will be 
further action if they don’t get round 
the table.”

Argos has long been trying to 
squeeze the working conditions of 
its distribution workers, and the out-
sourcing threats are part of this.

Bosses’ wishlist included “key 
performance indicators” to meas-
ure workers’ activity on a minute by 
minute basis. But union members’ 

resistance has meant they haven’t had 
it all their own way.

And paring the workforce down 
leaves less and less room for error—
giving workers more power to cause 
disruption.

Running to the law also forced 
bosses to show their hand—and their 
weakness. Steve said, “As part of its 
injunction the company applied for 

damages, and to do that they had to 
say how they accounted for it—and 
that meant saying how many workers 
were taking part.

“They’d come out on sites and tell 
pickets, ‘Oh, you’re not having any 
effect’.  But the claim for damages 
said that between 75 percent and  
80 percent of workers had gone out.

“That’s a great result.”

The Argos workers’ success shames 
those unions that have called off 
action in the face of legal challenges 
rather than standing up to them.

Unite should build on it with more 
strikes to win cast-iron guarantees 
that outsourcing won’t be used to 
grind down working conditions.
lSend messages of support to  
mark.barter@unitetheunion.org

CLEANERS

Noisy protests push university 
chiefs to offer a new pay deal
STRIKING CLEANERS in the UVW 
union and their supporters rallied 
outside the LSE university in 
central London last Wednesday.

The protest marked the cleaners’ 
fifth day of strikes for better sick 
pay, holiday pay and maternity and 
paternity pay.

Exams had to be cancelled last 
week because of the chanting and 
vuvuzelas. On Wednesday cleaners 
led a march from the picket line to 
LSE’s offices.

The university is now offering 
three months sick pay at full pay 
and another three months at half 
pay. 

Striker Kinkena told Socialist 
Worker, “What happened last week 
taught management a lesson. I 
asked a manager why they had 
shifted, he said it was because of 
the noise and the impact the strike 
had.”

She added, “Ten days ago the 
offer was 20 days of full sick pay, 
now their offer is three months.

“Without the strike we would not 
have got the offer. If you stay quiet, 
you get nothing.”

The cleaners are set to up the 
pace with a two-day strike this 
week, on Thursday and Friday.

The Unison union at the LSE had 
been negotiating with management 
on cleaners’ behalf, despite more 
cleaners choosing UVW as their 
union. LSE and contractor Noonan 
refused to acknowledge cleaners’ 
choice of union until recently.

The deal Unison delivered pales 
in comparison to the current one 
on the table. But cleaners aren’t 
settling for the new management 
offer. Kinkena said, “We’re sticking 
with this until we win.”
lDonate to the strike fund at 
uvwunion.org.uk/justiceforlsecleaners

STRIKERS ENJOY the sun in Basildon Picture: Guy Smallman

CINEMA WORKERS

Swashbuckling strikers hope to 
plunder Cineworld treasure chest
PICTUREHOUSE WORKERS at East 
Dulwich cinema in south London 
kept the pressure on last Saturday 
with a strike hitting the new Pirates 
of the Caribbean film premiere.

The strikers’ demands include the 
Living Wage and union recognition. 
Other sites involved in the dispute are 
reballoting for action. 

Four of the six sites involved in the 
dispute are set to hold a 48-hour strike 
this weekend to hit the Sundance film 
festival. 

The party for the festival is set to 
take place next Sunday at Picturehouse 
Central in Piccadilly, central London. A 
demonstration is being held outside.

East Dulwich Bectu union rep Ben 
Lennon told Socialist Worker, “This 
strike keeps the momentum going. 

“We’ve been leafleting customers for 
the last ten days, saying to people don’t 
buy tickets for Saturday. 

“It’s usually their busiest time but 
bookings for the main screen are down 
to just 25 percent of its capacity.”

Workers are arguing that the strikes 
can spread to all of the 21 Picturehouse 
sites around Britain. 

Recruiting people to the union 
can be hard and it can seem at times 
like there is little mood for it in some 
places. 

But the campaign has attracted 
people to the union.

Changed
One worker told Socialist Worker that 
getting involved in the campaign has 
changed their outlook. “I used to work 
for Vue cinemas on the minimum 
wage,” they said. 

“Coming to Picturehouse and getting 
involved in the union was a breath of 
fresh air.”

Picturehouse has used Cineworld 
workers on minimum wage to break 
the strikes. Some people argue the 
strikes aren’t having enough impact on 
Cineworld’s bottom line

The solution is to recruit those 
workers to the union as well.

>>>from page 20
London, last Thursday. 
Another 100 were at an 
EQT in Hackney North and 
80 in Harrow on the same 
evening. And the Tory 
candidate at a busy EQT 
in Shipley, Bradford, was 
shouted down.

In Brent, west London, 
some 70 joined an EQT last 
Friday. Many more events 
are planned across Britain.

There is a real mood 
to take on the Tories over 
education and it is much 
wider than the “usual 
suspects” of existing 
activists. We can’t waste 
the mood against May.

NUT union members 
backed strikes against 
the cuts at their annual 
conference earlier this 
year. One Hackney teacher 
said an indicative ballot 
for strikes in her school 
last week delivered a 
result of 80 to zero in 
favour of walkouts.

The cuts can be beaten. 
Whatever happens on  
8 June ordinary people 
must continue to mobilise.

BRITISH AIRWAYS

Don’t blame 
Indian workers 
for IT failure
BRITISH Airways (BA) 
passengers faced disruption 
on the bank holiday weekend 
because of bosses’ drive for 
profits. 

The company’s IT system 
was knocked out last 
Saturday.

Many of BA’s experienced 
workers may have been 
pushed out after the 
company outsourced IT 
services to Tata Consultancy 
Services headquartered in 
India in 2016. 

Mick Rix, a GMB union 
national officer, said BA 
had “have made substantial 
profits for a number of 
years, and many viewed the 
company’s actions as just 
plain greedy.”

Rix is right to point out BA 
bosses’ greed, but the union 
has used a dangerous line of 
attack.

At the time GMB slammed 
the company for “abusing” 
the visa system when it was 
bringing over some workers 
from India.

Unions are right to oppose 
outsourcing, private company. 

But industrial action—not 
nationalist rhetoric and racist 
immigration rules—can stop it. 

EDUCATION 
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SCHOOLS FIGHT 
KEEPS GROWING
by SADIE ROBINSON 

THOUSANDS OF people 
have taken part in activity 
to oppose education cuts 
over the last week. New 
campaign groups have 
sprung up in towns and cit-
ies across England, showing 
the strength of resistance to 
the Tory attack.

A national day of action 
last Friday, the School 
Assembly, saw parents, chil-
dren, teachers and other 
school workers hold marches 
and protest picnics.

In Hackney, east London, 
some 500 people gathered 
in Clissold Park. There were 
also assemblies in Daubeney 
Fields ,  London Fields , 
Hackney Downs and Well 
Street Common.

Schools across the borough 
displayed banners detailing 
the proposed £26 million cuts 
by 2019.

In Brighton and Hove, 
people from 42 schools 
joined two protests. Nupur 
Verma, one of the organis-
ers, said the cuts are making 
it “harder for children to get 
the most out of education”.

Parent Sophie joined a Fair 

Funding For Education picnic 
in Cambridge. “School cuts 
have already led to teaching 
assistants being made redun-
dant,” she said. 

Despite Theresa May’s 
promise of £4 billion for 
schools in the Tory mani-
festo, the reality remains 

real-term cuts. The Institute 
for Fiscal Studies confirmed 
last week that school funding 
would fall by nearly 3 percent 
by 2021, even with May’s  
£4 billion.

The website schoolcuts.org 
has been updated and now 
provides detailed information 

on how the election of differ-
ent parties on 8 June will 
affect school funding.

The scale of the Tory 
assault has driven even head 
teachers to join protests. 
In Islington, north London, 
head teacher Cassie Moss 
said, “We have come together 

because we can’t sit back 
and watch a world class and 
inclusive education system be 
decimated.”

A monster rally in Mile End 
Park on Wednesday of last 
week showed why it’s crucial 
to keep on the streets against 
the Tories. Over 1,000 people 

joined the east London rally in 
a fantastic show of opposition 
to school funding cuts. Many 
were angry that the cuts are 
hitting poor areas hardest.

Primary school teacher 
Samia told Socialist Worker, 
“Theresa May is taking away 
opportunities from children 
in a deprived area. I’m from 
a deprived family, I bene-
fited from opportunities in 
education.

“My brother is 17 and he 
has none of the chances that 
I had. It’s not fair.”

Parent Sumiko agreed. 
“My daughter will be in year 
one next year.

“I want to make sure people 
don’t vote Tory. They pick on 
the weakest in society.”

Big groups of school work-
ers came with homemade 
banners spelling out how the 
cuts would hit their school.

Some 400 turned out in 
Newcastle last Sunday for 
a rally against school cuts. 
Over 300 joined a Big School 
Assembly picnic in Wanstead, 
north east London, on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Around 100 people joined 
an Education Question 
Time (EQT) in Ealing, west 
>>> turn to page 19

STUDENTS, TEACHERS and parents 
came together across England last week 
to protest against school funding cuts
 Pictures, chris Kelly, tom WoodcocK and @discolocouK

HEALTH SERVICE

Thousand-strong march shows how to resist after cuts trigger NHS crisis
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

UP TO 1,000 people 
took to the streets of 
Bristol in defence of the 
NHS last Saturday. 

The march, organised 
by Protect Our NHS and 
Bristol People’s Assembly, 
was loud and angry and 
grew in size as it wound 
its way through the city. 

It was another sign of 
the anger at the Tories’ 
attacks.

It came just after 
shocking new figures 
released on Friday OF last 
week showed the scale 
of the deepening crisis 
into which the Tories 

have plunged the NHS. 
According to damning new 
research by the British 
Medical Association, 
hospitals in England 
“endured one of the worst 
winters on record” this 
year.  

Some 94 of the 152 
NHS foundation trusts 
in England had a “major 
alert” at least once 
between December 2016 
and this March. 

Emergency
Waiting times at 
accident and emergency 
departments increased.

A record 91.4 percent 
of beds on hospital wards 
were occupied in the first 

three months of 2017. 
Hospitals have not reached 
the ideal bed occupancy 
rate of 85 percent or less 
for 15 years.

This forced many 
hospitals to close their 
doors to new patients.

Doctors have reported 
that there were no 
available beds at infants’ 
and children’s intensive 
therapy units (ITUs) 
throughout England.

The number of hospital 
beds in England has 
dramatically fallen by 
40,000 in the last 20 years 
to barely over 100,000.

Across Britain there are 
2.7 beds per 1,000 people 
in the population, the 

second lowest in Europe. 
All this poses a serious 
threat to patient 
safety and lives.

The situation 
will only get 
worse if the Tories 

successfully push 
through their 
Sustainability and 
Transformation 
Plans (STPs), 
aiming to slash 
£22 billion by 
2020/21 under the 
guise of improving 

patient care through 
“centralising” services.

The STPs involve 
shifting the focus of 
health care from 
hospitals to “primary 
care” provided in the 
community.

But council budget 
cuts have decimated 

social care and 
community services. 

Theresa May’s 

humiliating U-turn over 
her dementia tax shows 
how much worse the 
Tories want to make it.

They want to avoid the 
issues of the NHS and 
social care because their 
vicious policies make them 
vulnerable.

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has pledged a 
moratorium on the STPS 
and a sharp injection of 
much-needed cash into 
the NHS. The crisis is a 
reminder of why we should 
fight to get the Tories out—
and vote Labour on 8 June.

But it will also take 
mobilisations on the 
streets and strikes  to beat 
back their attacks.On the march in Bristol
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