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CRACKDOWN ON MUSLIMS 
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ANTI-FASCISM

Thousands block 
Nazi EDL march 
in Liverpool
ANTI-FASCIST protesters 
blocked the fascist 
English Defence League 
(EDL) from marching in 
Liverpool last Saturday.

Around 2,000 people came 
out to oppose the EDL demo. 

Their demo could only 
muster at most a pathetic 
gang of 60 fascists from across 
Britain. 
>>Page 8

MIGRATION

‘Don’t blame us 
for low pay,’ say 
LSE strikers
POLITICIANS ACROSS the 
spectrum, from the Tories 
to Labour, accept the 
myth that migrants are to 
blame for lower wages.

But there’s no evidence 
for this. 

And striking migrant 
workers at the London 
School of Economics say 
they’re pushing wages up.
>>Pages 10&11

PALESTINE

The Six Day War 
that entrenched 
imperialism
IT’S 50 years since Israel 
invaded the remaining 
Palestinian land it hadn’t 
already robbed in 1948.

The Six Day War in 1967 
began Israel’s occupation of 
the West Bank, Gaza Strip, 
East Jerusalem and the Golan 
Heights.
>>Pages 14&15
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 There really is no such  
 thing as a free lunch
A FIRM has sparked fury 
with a £500,000 staff party 
called PiggyFest.

Some angry workers at 
Utility Warehouse, which 
calls itself The Discount 
Club, say the cost could 
be used to cut customers’ 
bills.

The firm is blowing a 
fortune on the bash with 
“unlimited drink” at a 
plush hotel.

It has invited 5,000 staff, 
partners and guests to 
mark its 20th birthday. 

Founder and chairman 
Charles Wigoder said in the 
company’s magazine, “We 
think that’s a milestone 
worth celebrating in style, 
with the biggest and best 
party we’ve ever held.

“We’re calling it 

PiggyFest—a no-expense 
spared extravaganza of 
food, unlimited drink, 
live bands and amazing 
entertainment.”

But one worker said, “It 
is meant to be a discount 
business. It smacks of 
corporate greed.

“You have to earn your 
way in by signing up 
enough customers.”

Utility Warehouse is part 
of Telecom Plus. Workers, 
who are described as 
The Purple Army, work 
from home to sign up 
customers.

A message to them 
about the party says, 
“We’re making it really 
easy to earn an invitation 
by gathering new 
members.”

  Tory MP is charged over 2015  
 election campaign  expenses 
TORY MP Craig Mackinlay 
has been charged with 
failing to fully declare his 
2015 election expenses.

Mackinlay beat Nigel 
Farage in the Kent seat of 
South Thanet at the 2015 
election in a bitterly contested 
battle. 

The winning Tory candi-
date then filed expenses of 
£14,800, just under the legal 
constituency spending limit. 

Police were asked to inves-
tigate claims that more was 
spent.

The Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS) announced 
Mackinlay, his election 
agent Nathan Gray, and 
Conservative Party organ-
iser Marion Little had been 
charged with offences under 
the Representation of the 
People Act 1983.

They are due to appear 
at Westminster magistrates 

court in central London next 
month.

If convicted, Mackinlay 
would face up to a year in 
jail and an unlimited fine. He 
would be barred from elected 
office for at least three years.

He defeated the then Ukip 
leader Nigel Farage in 2015 
by 2,812 votes.

Last month, the CPS 

announced that over two 
dozen Tory candidates 
accused of failing to declare 
the costs of busloads of cam-
paigners in 2015 would not 
face election fraud charges.

lANDRE Walker sparked 
fury after posting a  

photograph of  himself  
brandishing a sword and 

issuing a challenge to Isis.
He tweeted a picture from 

the terrace at Westminster’s 
Houses of Parliament.

He offered, “A bounty on 
my head. Any #ISIS terror-
ist that kills me gets £50k. I’ll 
give my address. No police. 
But I’ve got a sword. Good 
luck.”

 The unpleasant Tory once 
boasted he had that he had 
“injected poison” into the 
career of a fellow Tory. 

He also was accused of 
bullying Elliott Johnson, the 
young Tory who took his own 
life in 2015.

In a note Elliott wrote that 
journalist and fellow activist 
Andre Walker had “betrayed” 
him. He said the former 
chair of Conservative Future 
who organised the busloads 
of campaigners in the 2015 
election, Mark Clarke, had  
“bullied” him. 

l While millions of people cannot 
afford a house, the number of 

homes worth £1 million or more 
has reached almost 400,000. 

The figure has “more than dou-
bled” in the past ten years.

It’s been fuelled largely by price 
rises in London and the Home 
Counties, according to the estate 
agency Savills.

l ROYAL DIARIST Sir Roy 
Strong has revealed that he 

hid the queen mother’s racism 
because it was “too awful”.

He said one time in the middle of 
lunch, “The Queen Mother leant over 
me and said ‘beware the blackamoors’.

“I thought, ‘I can’t put that down, 
it’s too awful’. But one knows 
she was colour prejudiced.”

Fight the terrorists by 
buying my new book
INEVITABLY AFTER the 
attacks in Manchester 
and London security 
experts pop up to 
keep us safe. 

So as night follows day  
the Mirror newspaper 
offered “an ex-SAS 
soldier has revealed 
some top tips for 
surviving a terrorist knife 
attack—including arming 
yourself with a pint.”

He said a briefcase 
to the head of an 
attacker could prove 
a good move—though 
whether one should 
buy a briefcase 
specially was unclear.

He added, “A pub 
garden umbrella could be 
used as a lance, a stool 
as a weapon and a coffee 

in the face could give you 
time to violently attack.” 

The former 
paratrooper apparently 
co-wrote Be A Hero: 
The Essential Guide to 
Active Shooter Incidents. 
It is conveniently 
out in August.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘If Corbyn carries 
out half of what 
he has said he 
will do, I might 
clear off to the 
Bahamas’
Lord Sugar offers some hope

‘It’s not enough to 
say the bankers 
are bad, greedy 
people. They’re 
human beings 
also’
Film star Richard Gere worries 
people don’t like bankers

‘The arrogance of 
Mears is  
hair raising. 
This is a highly 
delicate issue’
Mark Soave of the Unite union 
on the decision of a building  
firm to ban beards on health 
and safety grounds

‘That’s what gets 
me up and going, 
yes!’
Theresa May on Abba’s 
The Dancing Queen

‘I don’t like 
his attitude to 
people and his 
arrogance’
Artist Tracey Emin on Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn

‘Having lost 
Liverpool we 
couldn’t afford to 
lose Manchester’ 
Sun hack on why the paper 
launched an appeal after the 
Manchester bombing

‘Jesus Christ 
himself wore 
expensive 
clothes that were 
given to him’
Bishop Nektary of the Russian 
Orthodox Church defends a 
gift of a Toyota Land Cruiser

Buried news 
of the week
A FINANCIAL watchdog 
decided not to go 
ahead with disciplinary 
action against 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PwC) over its audit 
work for Tesco when a 
£326 million accounting 
fraud was taking place.

The explanation? “The 
executive counsel to 
the Financial Reporting 
Council (FRC) has 
concluded that there is 
not a realistic prospect 
that a tribunal would 
make an adverse finding 
against PwC and certain 
members in respect of the 
matters within the scope 
of the investigation.”

In other words the 
FRC didn’t think it could 
win so it’s pulled out. 

Nice work if 
you can get it
RETIRING Manchester 
city council boss 
Sir Howard Bernstein 
is about to become 
“strategic adviser” to 
accountancy firm Deloitte. 

Research by business 
website Place North 
West has established 
that some 80 percent of 
recent major city centre 
planning applications 
listed Deloitte as adviser.

Manchester council 
figures show that it also 
used the firm directly. 

In 2016-17 alone it 
paid Deloitte £367,000, 
much of it for advice 
on regeneration.

Deloitte describes 
Sir Howard as “the 
driving force and vision 
behind Manchester’s 
impressive achievements 
in recent decades”.

It said he will also 
advise on “health and 
social care, government 
reform and devolution”.

Deloitte has also 
advised the council on 
its health strategy.

Troublemaker wishes 
him well in his new job.

Dead racist

AN IDIOT with a sword

Howard Bernstein

Anti-terror aid



IN BRIEF
Racist Farage 
drowned out
IT WAS an excellent 
afternoon for opponents of 
Ukip last Saturday.

Former leader Nigel Farage 
announced he would speak in 
the large, historic Oddfellows 
Hall in Ramsgate, which has 
a capacity of a couple of 
hundred.

He ended up over the 
road in the tiny Townley Club 
speaking to barely 50.

His speech was hard to 
hear, we were told, because 
of chanting and music by 
South Thanet Progs and 
Thanet Stand Up To Ukip.

So we did a good job.
And then when he came to 

leave, we stood our ground 
and prevented his car from 
leaving for what seemed like 
ages. 

Eventually they stuffed him 
in a Land Rover that pulled 
away at speed from a gated 
side entrance.

He left to the sound of 
angry protesters.

We had been there from 
4.15pm—they must have had 
Farage holed up in there to 
avoid the demonstrators. 

Farage and his party are a 
much weakened force. 
Jon Flaig

Rich tax-dodgers 
dodge more tax
THE SUPER rich dodge even 
more tax than previously 
thought, according to new 
research. 

The richest 0.01 percent 
evade 30 percent of their 
personal taxes on average. 
The equivalent figure in the 
total population is 3 percent.

The study found that the 
richer the person, the higher 
proportion of tax they evade.

Also, the limited research 
suggested that the real scale 
of tax evasion would be 
much worse.

The mood behind Corbyn 
shows a thirst for change
by SADIE ROBINSON

IT WASN’T clear who would win 
Thursday’s general election as 
Socialist Worker went to press. 

But Jeremy Corbyn’s campaign has 
shown that millions of people want 
real change in Britain.

The Labour leader began the cam-
paign more than 20 points behind in 
the opinion polls.

Everything—including the media 
and the right in his own party—was 
stacked against him. It seemed the 
only plausible result was a thump-
ing Tory victory.

Within weeks, that shifted mas-
sively. Corbyn showed that, if you 
confidently put forward left wing 
ideas, you can get an audience.

Labour’s manifesto pledges 
included renationalising the rail-
ways, scrapping tuition fees, rais-
ing taxes on the rich and boosting 
the minimum wage.

It was a radical shift from the 
“austerity-lite” that Labour has 
offered in recent years.

And far from the right’s claims 
that such ideas are laughable and 
unpopular, they won him huge sup-
port. The biggest surges in Corbyn’s 
support came when he talked left.

Contest
As the Financial Times newspa-
per admitted on Tuesday, “Against 
the odds, Mr Corbyn is turning the 
2017 general election into a serious 
contest.

“The idea that Mr Corbyn is 
even in contention, just a few days 
from Britain’s general election, 
has astonished media pundits, the 
Conservative Party, and even many 
of his own MPs.”

Big, young, working class rallies 
marked Corbyn’s campaign.

On Monday some 10,000 turned 
out in Gateshead in the pouring rain 
to listen to him. Previously he drew 

over 2,000 in Birmingham, some 
3,000 in Leeds, 3,500 in Hull, 1,000 
in Scarborough and over 1,000 in 
York and Glasgow among many 
others.

Corbyn ’s  popular i ty 
echoes that of some left 
wing politicians else-
where. As mainstream 
parties fail to solve the 
economic crisis and 
attack workers, voters 
looked for more rad-
ical options.

Somet imes 
that mood is 
g r a b b e d  b y 
rac i s t ,  r ight 
wing forces.

But in the US 
Bernie Sanders 

won nearly 13 million votes in the 
race to be the Democratic Party 
candidate in last year’s presidential 
election. 

Sanders, who called himself a 
socialist, eventually lost out to 
Hillary Clinton. But he beat her in 

23 states. 
And  h i s 

radical mes-
s a g e  d r e w 

ra l l i e s  tens 
of thousands 

strong across 
the US.

In France left 
winger Jean-Luc 
Melenchon won 

almost 20 per-
cent of the 
vote in the 

first round of this year’s presiden-
tial elections. He won the most votes 
of those aged under 24. 

In Greece radical left party Syriza 
was elected in 2015 promising a 
break with mainstream parties and 
an end to austerity. 

There are limits to parties that 
promise to reform away the prob-
lems caused by capitalism, as the 
experience of Syriza shows. 

But the growing support for them 
shows that everything is not going 
to the right. There is an audience 
for left wing ideas and a thirst for 
radical change.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

THOUSANDS RALLIED around Jeremy Corbyn’s message in Gateshead on Monday evening 

CELEBRATE  
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UNTIL
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DEBATES AND 
FORUMS
lWHERE NEXT AFTER 
THE ELECTION?
lCORBYN, LABOUR 
AND SOCIALISM
lDONALD TRUMP AND 
THE US FIGHTBACK
lRACISM AND 
RESISTANCE
lCHALLENGING 
WOMEN'S AND LGBT 
OPPRESSION
lWAR, IMPERIALISM, 

THE MIDDLE EAST AND 
PALESTINE
lCAPITALISM AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE
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lMARXIST ECONOMICS 
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2pm, Downing Street 

After the election...

 lHosted by  
Stand Up To Racism & 
Stop the War Coalition

lSupported by  
People’s Assembly 
Against Austerity
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 May targets  
 Muslims for  
crackdown  
 that won’t  
 stop terror 
by CHARLIE KIMBER

PRIME MINISTER Theresa May is 
using the deaths of seven people 
last Saturday to boost the Tories 
and encourage discrimination 
against Muslims.

A horrific attack saw seven people 
killed and around 50 injured at the 
capital’s London Bridge and Borough 
Market. Police also shot dead three 
alleged attackers.

May’s speech the following morn-
ing was a sharp and deliberate turn 
towards overt calls for division and 
Islamophobia.

She said three recent terror 
attacks were “bound together by 
the single evil ideology of Islamist 
extremism”.

May demanded new laws and 
longer jail sentences for what the 
Tories call non-violent extremism.

She said—without any evidence—
that there is “far too much tolerance 
of extremism in our country”. May 
wants this to be stamped out “across 
the public sector and society”.

That will mean Muslims in  
particular are targeted, but that  
everyone’s rights and freedoms can 
be curtailed.

The root of all these attacks is 
the state terrorism carried out by 
Britain and the US that has torn 
apart Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and 
other countries.

Agreed
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn was 
right to say this after the Manchester 
attack. And most people agreed with 
him.

A  p o l l  s h o w e d  
53 percent of people supported 
Corbyn’s view, more than twice 
the proportion 
who think foreign 
policy plays no 
role.

May said that 
there will have to 
be “difficult con-
versations” in the 
future. This is a 
licence to blame 
Muslims.

It is crucial that 

people now come together to stop 
any further Islamophobic backlash.

Boris Johnson picked up May’s 
shift of tone. He said, “To those who 
sympathise or encourage or harbour 
or aid or abet these killers—in any 
way—we say enough is enough.

“Your time is up.”
What does “in any way” mean? 

Denouncing British foreign policy? 
Campaigning against Israel’s perse-
cution of the Palestinians?

US president Donald Trump also 
said that it was “time to stop being 
politically correct”. 

He is using the attack to promote 
his Muslim travel ban.

May’s inflammatory speech will 
lead to even worse reactions. 

She said we must “make sure the 
police and security services have 
all the powers they need”. But that 
won’t satisfy her right wing critics.

May said we must be “united to 
take on and defeat our enemies”. 

Her version of “unity” is the oppo-
site of what we need.

May hopes to use the natural 
shock and horror that 
people feel to dis-
tract from the frag-
menting Tory elec-
tion campaign and 
to submerge class 
divisions.

Her vile and dan-
gerous government 
has got to go—
vote May out on  
8 June.

BACK STORY
A terror attack in central London 
last Saturday killed seven people 
and injured around 50 more
lIt follows the attack in 
Manchester last month
lTheresa May used the attack to 
scapegoat Muslims and demand 
more repressive measures
lYet the state terrorism of Britain 
and the US around the world 
encourages more attacks
lWe must resist May’s attempts 
to whip up racism and mask class 
divisions with talk of “unity”

ARMED POLICE were on the streets near London Bridge following Saturday’s attack Pictures: Guy smallman

 ‘Don’t attack Islam’—residents at  
 London Bridge reject Tory racism
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

AFTER SATURDAY’S attack the 
area around London Bridge in 
central London was in lockdown. 

As people gathered at the 
perimeter of the police cordon, 
shock and anger prevailed in the 
crowd. 

But in marked contrast to the 
Theresa May’s racist response 
ordinary people rushed to help 
each other, not seek scapegoats. 

Luca was one of the residents 
who couldn’t get back home. 

“It’s hard to say what’s behind 
things like this,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “But Muslims as a whole 
don’t have anything to do with 
what’s behind this stuff—it’s 
individuals. We don’t have 
anything against Muslims.” 

Organised
Using #sofaforlondon on 
Twitter people organised 
accommodation for those who 
couldn’t get home.

Khalik was another resident 
trapped at the police roadblock 

“I’m from India and have seen 

these sorts of things before,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“But this has nothing to do 
with any particular religion. 

“Don’t attack Islam—Muslims 
are also people.”

The next day armed police 
raided a flat in East Ham in 
Newham, one of the most 
multicultural boroughs in Britain. 

Police raided another flat in 
the neighbouring area of Barking 

on Monday morning. 
Raids took place in Newham 

after the 7/7 bombings in 
London in 2005. The Muslim men 
arrested weren’t charged, but 
the raids ramped up racism and 
sowed fear among Muslims. 

Integrating
Tahir Talati lives in the east 
London borough and works 
with the Muslim Engagement 
and Development (Mend) 
organisation. “Muslims are 
accused of not integrating,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“But then we are marginalised 
and segregated by this rhetoric.”

Malik, who was also stuck at 
the cordon, was worried about 
what the response would be. 

“We talk about it all the time, 
we feel it,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “The counter terror 
policies are not evidence-based.

“We oppose the policy, there 
has to be more engagement with 
the Muslim institutions.”

Stand Up To Racism is 
organising to resist any racist 
backlash. 

After the attack, flowers for the dead

Operation Shock and Awe wreaked terror on Iraqis

 More powers for the cops  
 won’t make us more safe
THERESA MAY has 
said that the Tories 
will bring in new 
terror legislation. 

New Labour and 
Tory governments 
have brought in 
new terror laws on 
average every two 
years since 2000.

These include the 
Terrorism Act 2000, 
the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act 2005 
and the Investigatory 
Powers Act 2016.

More than nine 
different pieces of 
legislation have been 
introduced. None 
has prevented terror 
attacks. 

Whenever a 
terror attack takes 
place, the police and 
security services 
demand more 
powers. 

But these don’t 
make people safer.

Bullets
During the London 
Bridge attack police 
fired 50 bullets. They 
say this is because 
they believed that the 
attackers had suicide 
belts. 

Allowing cops 
to do this under a 
“shoot to kill” policy 
will increase the 
likelihood of more 

innocent people 
dying. 

Police shot one 
man in the head who 
was a bystander in 
the London Bridge 
area during the 
shooting on Saturday.

After the 7/7 
bombing in London 
in 2005 police shot 
dead Brazilian 
electrician Jean 
Charles De Menezes 
in south London. 

The head of that 
operation was 
Cressida Dick—
now the London 
Metropolitan Police 
commissioner. 

Unfortunately 
Jeremy Corbyn’s 
response has been 
weaker than his 

response to the 
Manchester bombing 
last month, which he 
linked to imperialist 
wars. 

This time he said 
May was trying to 
“protect the public 
on the cheap”, and 
called for more 
resources for the 
police and security 
services.

These same 
security services have 
been complicit in 
the “war on terror”, 
including rendition 
and torture. 

More powers 
for the police and 
security services will 
not protect ordinary 
people—the opposite 
is much more likely.

Demanding justice for Jean Charles de Menezes

 Imperialist wars create the 
conditions for terrorism
THE US military 
admitted that 
airstrikes in Syria and 
Iraq have killed  
484 civilians since it 
began its bombing 
campaign in 2014. 

The US Central 
Command said the 
number of dead 
civilians was up by 
132 from 352 in April. 

These figures are 
much lower than 
outside monitors, 
who put them in 
the thousands, but 
they are a reminder 
of the reality of US 
imperialism. 

Western forces 
are officially fighting 
Isis, a sectarian and 
reactionary outfit, 
which claimed 
responsibility for the 
London Bridge and 
Manchester attacks.

Warmongers 
Donald Trump and 
Theresa May will 
want more wars in 

the Middle East in 
response. 

But more imperialist 
war will only pour fuel 
on the fire.

Invaded
After the US and 
Britain invaded Iraq in 
2003, their occupation 
faced resistance across 
Iraqi society. 

Unable to win 
militarily, they turned 
to divide and rule and 
stoked sectarianism 
between Shia and 
Sunni Muslims.  

Al Qaida in Iraq, the 

forerunner of Isis, was 
a marginal group at 
the time. 

But the chaos and 
sectarianism provided 
fertile ground for it to 
grow. 

Seeing the West 
blowing up Muslims 
in the Middle East 
sometimes attracts 
individuals in Britain 
to such groups because 
they want to hit back. 

To stop such 
horrors, we have stop 
the imperialist wars 
that give birth to 
them. 
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

‘NATIONAL UNITY’ IS A 
MASK FOR ISLAMOPHOBIA

A 
FTER A terror 
attack, the pressure 
is on for Muslims to 
condemn, apologise and 
disassociate themselves 

from it. Such demands, implying 
that all Muslims have particular 
responsibility for what happened, 
are part of a racist attempt to 
paint them as the enemy within. 

The establishment wheeled 
out London Metropolitan Police 
Commander Mak Chishty to 
speak on behalf of the “Muslim 
community”. 

As one of the most senior 
Muslim police officers, Chishty 
denounced Muslims for failing 
to inform police about the 
London Bridge attack, against the 
evidence. “The Muslim community 
is saying that they had that duty to 
report it,” he said. 

“It is the duty of every Muslim 
to be loyal to the country in 
which they live.”

That’s what the Tories and the 
police’s real game is—to demand 
Muslims are loyal to the British 
state.

In the aftermath of the terror 
attack, Theresa May declared that 
“our society should continue to 
function in accordance with our 
values”. When the likes of May 

talk about “our values” or “our 
way of life”, they’re really talking 
about a particular set of ruling 
class ideas.

Sometimes dressed up with 
talk of liberalism and democracy, 
their “British values” are a racist, 
nationalist stick used to beat 
Muslims with.

Most people rightly argue that 
only a tiny minority of Muslims 
are attracted to jihadist groups 
such as Isis. But the right use 
that to divide Muslims between 
a minority of “bad”, “extremist” 
Muslims and the majority of 
“good”, “moderate” Muslims.  

This is a false division used to 
push more Islamophobia. 

For the British state the only 

good Muslims are those who 
obediently line up behind the 
Union Jack and support whatever 
the government of the day is doing. 

If you oppose, or even 
raise questions about, Britain’s 
imperialist foreign policy you are 
classed as a bad Muslim. It’s the 
same if you oppose the Prevent 
strategy, which targets and 
criminalises Muslims.

This is spelled out in the Tories’ 
so-called counter terror strategy, 
Prevent. Its official aim is to crack 
down on what’s termed “non-
violent extremism”—in other 
words, what Muslim people think 
regardless of what they do. 

Muslims should not be under 
pressure to apologise for this 
attack or any other attack.

The attack was rooted in the 
actions of our rulers. 

They are responsible for the 
imperialist wars in Middle East 
which have caused terror attacks 
and boosted Isis. 

It is May, and all the other 
Islamophobes and warmongers, 
that we should condemn.

There should be no “unity” with 
our rulers. We need a genuine 
anti-racist unity—unity between 
the left and Muslims against 
Islamophobia and imperialism. 

BRITAIN’S DEADLY DEALS
W HY WON’T the Tories 

release a report into 
foreign funding for 

jihadist groups? Probably because 
it raises some very embarrassing 
questions about one of Britain’s 
biggest allies, Saudi Arabia.

Former prime minister David 
Cameron commissioned the 
inquiry into funding for jihadist 
groups, and Theresa May led it.

Now the Home Office has 
admitted the report may never be 
published. 

It is said to focus on Saudi 

Arabia. Britain has sold billions of 
pounds worth of arms to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Those same arms have been 
used in Saudi Arabia’s murderous 
bombardment of Yemen. 

Last year Saudi Arabia was 
found to have dropped illegal 
British-made cluster bombs—
designed to indiscriminately kill 
civilians—on Yemen.

The relationship goes deeper 
than arms sales. The West has 
always propped up a Saudi Arabian 
regime that fights for Britain and 

the US in the Middle East. 
Saudi Arabia has crushed 

movements that could challenge 
the regime, such as the Arab 
revolutions in 2010 and 2011.

The regime’s backing for armed 
groups isn’t because of Islamist 
ideology—it’s because of power 
politics and imperialist rivalry.

Britain’s past governments 
were up to their necks in murky 
deals that fuelled war and chaos 
in the Middle East. They’re the 
ones responsible when that chaos 
comes to Britain.

For the state, 
‘good Muslims’ 
are those who 
line up behind 
the Union Jack

‘‘ 
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 Cuts cause crisis for  
 US administration
IN THE wake of last Saturday’s horrific attack in London 
“White House sources” have floated the prospect that 
Donald Trump could visit Britain “in solidarity”.

If Trump comes to Britain he must be met with huge 
protests like the ones that took place earlier this year. 

The rumoured visit is an obvious attempt to deflect 
attention from the investigation into alleged Russian links 
to Trump’s presidential campaign. But it’s also an attempt to 
pull the focus away from the Trump administration’s vicious 
attacks on ordinary people. 

Last month figures released by the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agency showed that arrests of 
immigrants has shot up since Trump came to office. Some 
41,300 people were arrested between 22 January and  
29 April. That’s a 38 percent increase on the same period last 
year. 

And Trump’s budget of £2.7 trillion in cuts over ten years 
is a declaration of class war. Whole federal agencies and 
programmes are to be shut down. The National Endowment 
for the Arts and, tellingly, the United States Institute of 
Peace are among dozens to be gutted.

Some £600 billion is to go from the Medicaid health 
programme which supports the poorest in US society. And 
over £200 billion is being stripped from the welfare budget. 
Federal funding for family planning services is set to be 
removed entirely.

Meanwhile, over £1 billion is set aside for Trump’s 
infamous border wall with Mexico. The military is set to 
receive a funding boost of some 10 percent.

States that had the temerity to vote against Trump in the 
presidential election are set to have their federal funding cut 
disproportionately. 

Trump promised to look out for the poorest during the 
election campaign. These false promises are beginning to 
unravel, and have already produced a huge wave of anger. 

But the Democratic Party’s response has been to focus 
on the alleged link between the Russian state and the 
presidential election. 

Active
Hillary Clinton announced her return to the fray last 
week. “I'm back to being an active citizen and part of the 
resistance,” she said. “The resistance” mainly involves 
claiming she would have won the election had it not been 
for the leak of emails showing her links to the super rich. 

What is missing from all the Democrats’ claims of Russian 
interference is that the leaked emails were truly damning. 

They exposed Clinton’s contempt for ordinary people and 
the two-faced nature of liberal politics.

The lack of any real electoral alternative meant there 
was a turnout of just 57 percent in last year’s presidential 
election.

A recent Pew Research Centre study showed that  
25 percent of those who abstained did so because of “dislike 
of the candidates or campaign issues”. That’s double the 
comparable figure in 2012.

Another study carried out last month shows that trust 
in the federal government is at 20 percent, near an all-
time low. And shockingly it is lower than levels during the 
Watergate scandal in 1974.

Deflecting attention from the investigation would be no 
bad thing for Trump. Robert Comey, the former FBI director 
sacked by Trump, is set to give evidence to the inquiry on 
Thursday. 

The inquiry is drawing closer and closer to Trump’s 
doorstep. Last week it was announced that his son in law 
Jared Kushner is set to be interviewed. 

It follows revelations that Kushner met Russian 
ambassador Sergey Kislyak and forgot to mention the 
meeting. He also met Sergey Gorkov, president of the VEB 
bank, which is wholly owned by the Russian state, during the 
handover of the presidency.

But potential corruption at the heart of the Trump 
administration does not absolve the crimes of the Democrats. 
And our rulers will not challenge Trump.

Theresa May wouldn’t even attack Trump over 
withdrawing from the Paris climate deal (see right). 

If Trump comes to Britain, whether this week or in the 
autumn, he must be met with a wall of resistance.

CLIMATE PROTESTERS take on Donald Trump (below) during a Nato summit in Brussels last month  

 World rulers won’t save the  
 planet from Donald Trump
by DAVE SEWELL

D O N A L D  T r u m p ’ s 
announcement that the US 
will pull out of the Paris cli-
mate agreement sparked 
a row between rich hypo-
crites who don’t care about 
the environment.

The treaty, agreed at talks 
in Paris in 2015, gives the 
world’s biggest polluters an 
alibi for wrecking the climate 
while pretending to save it. 

But even this fake envi-
ronmentalism is too much 
for Trump.

Trump made his announce-
ment on Thursday of last 
week. Seeking to impress 
workers in the declining US 
coal industry he said, “It 
is time to put Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, ahead of Paris, 
France.”

This can have some reso-
nance given the poverty and 
insecurity that shape many 
US workers’ lives.

Defy
But the workers of Pittsburgh 
overwhe lming ly  vo ted 
against Trump in last year’s 
election. And its mayor Bill 
Peduto vowed to defy Trump 
by upholding the Paris agree-
ment locally.

Workers have nothing 
to gain from clinging to an 
industry that’s wrecking the 
climate. And creating a sus-
tainable economy would 
create far more jobs than it 
would render obsolete.

But US liberals aren’t 
defending workers or the 
planet. Some even argued 
for staying in the agreement 
precisely because it doesn’t 
restrict Trump’s right wing 
policies.

The row is about the tone 
of US diplomacy—whether 
to be seen to cooperate with 
other countries or to con-
front them. Trump’s move 
certainly gave world lead-
ers an easy opportunity for 
posturing.

Several European heads 
of state made a joint declara-
tion condemning it—though 

Theresa May declined to sign.
The European Union and 

the governments of China 
and Russia reaffirmed their 
support for the deal.

Blowing a hole in the Paris 
agreement gives a symbolic 
boost to all polluting bosses 
and politicians.

Ignore
Weakening the Paris scheme 
makes it easier for the Tories 
to ignore the fact that their 
fracking drive contradicts 
Britain’s Paris commitments.

Angry environmental pro-
testers rallied in front of the 
White House in Washington 
after Trump’s announcement. 

A solidarity rally took place 
in front of the US embassy in 
London.

Claire James from the 
Campaign against Climate 
Change talked about the 
damage being done to the 
Great Barrier Reef and the 
Antarctic ice.

She said, “This is real, 
this is happening. But when 
Donald Trump’s advisers are 
asked whether he believes 
climate change is caused by 
humans they just say ‘We will 
have to get back to you’.”

Trump’s move is outrageous. 
But addressing the climate 
crisis means fighting the lying 
signatories to the Paris deal—
and its opponents. 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

What’s the Paris deal?
THE PARIS agreement 
commits to a goal of 
limiting global warming 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

Many island nations 
could sink under rising 
seas at that level.

It gives states 
voluntary targets for 
emissions cuts. 
If fulfilled they 
could mean 
four degrees 
of warming or 
more.

The only 
solution to 
global warming 
is leaving fossil 
fuels in the 
ground. The 

agreement doesn’t even 
mention them.

Kim Hunter from 
Frack Free Scarborough 
told Socialist Worker, 
“Trump quitting the Paris 
agreement plunged many 
people into gloom. 

“But Republican 
leaders always 

planned to 
evade the US’s 
commitments.

“Trump’s 
action is a call 
to arms. Let’s 
give people 
fighting Trump 
the confidence 
to fight him on 
climate too.”We can limit the effect

of climate change
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Huge march 
for Scottish 
referendum  
in Glasgow
20,000-strong protest for new vote 
on independence filled with anger 
at Tories, reports Raymie Kiernan

OVER 20,000 people marched 
for independence in Glasgow last 
Saturday—a remarkable turnout 
given that the Scottish National 
Party did not officially back the 
march.

The protest was centred on the 
demand for a second independence 
referendum, and a Yes vote. But it 
also had, as the Herald newspaper 
put it, “an anti-austerity and anti-
Tory theme”.

The popular chant leading the 
march was, “Tories out”.

The march was organised by the 
All Under One Bannner group and 
built by loose networks of small 
pro-independence groups and 
individuals.

Michae l  had 
never  marched 
before but saw the 
event on Facebook 
and wanted to join 
it. He told Socialist 
Worker, “It was a 
great turnout.

“It’s been quite 
overwhelming. 
The movement 
for independence 
is more alive than 
ever.”

Monstrous
Anna from Glasgow 
remembered how former 
Tory leader Margaret 
Thatcher “tore the heart 
out of our communities” 
and the “monstrous” 
way the Tories attack 
people on benefits 
today. 

“I’m on my own, 
I  work but I ’m 
struggling just to 
keep my head above 
water,” she said. For 
her, independence is 
about getting “fair-
ness and equality”.

Brian and Jo 
travelled from East 
Lothian for the march. 
“The Tories just prey on 
the vulnerable,” Brian 

told Socialist Worker. “The rich get 
richer and the poor get poorer.”

Jo is on the receiving end of Tory 
benefit “reforms”. She explained, 
“I’m on Universal Credit with a 
mortgage, two kids and £300 a 
month to live on. If I don’t get 
another job soon I’m going to end 
up losing my house.”

For many marchers, independ-
ence is linked to a set of policies 
that the Labour Party said it stood 
for before the era of Tony Blair.

Justice
These include a belief that society 
should look after everyone, that the 
welfare state should be properly 

funded and social justice should 
be a priority.

Jeremy Corbyn echoes many 
of the reasons they want inde-
pendence, but he has got his 
work cut out to win voters back 
to a discredited party.

Ex-Labour member John, who 
has lived in England for over 
two decades, travelled up to join 
the march. “I’m sympathetic to 
Corbyn,” he said. “I think Corbyn 
is trying to take things back to 

before Blair sold the Labour 
Party’s soul to big business.”

But he said Labour’s 
“horrible side” puts him off 
backing it.

“These career politicians 
that just see the 70-odd 

grand a year, thou-
sands in expenses, 
flash cars and posh 
hotels—what do 
they actually do for 
any of us?

“ T h e y  a r e 
a cancer that 
should be cut out 
of the party.”

The  march 
showed  tha t 
there is a force 
that can, and 

must, mobilise 
on the streets 
and in work-
places against 

the Tories’ agenda.

SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE supporters on the “All Under One Banner” march Pictures: Duncan Brown

 SNP plan to privatise teacher training
THE EIS education union has 
reacted angrily to the Scottish 
government’s plan to involve 
private firms in teacher training.

Scottish National Party (SNP) 
education minister John Swinney 
is looking at a new route into 
teaching—and confirmed that 
firms such as Teach First could bid 
for contracts.

Teach First graduates receive 
university input for five weeks 
before being fast tracked into 
schools. There they deliver 
80 percent of a teacher’s timetable 
and work towards a diploma in 
education over two years.

EIS general secretary Larry 
Flanagan said, “We strongly 
oppose any approach which places 
delivering education cheaply above 
guaranteeing quality education 
provision for all Scotland’s young 
people.

“The EIS does not support any 
erosion of that provision nor does 
it believe that placing unqualified 
graduates in schools will lead to 
better or more equal outcomes for 
those children.”

Swinney confirmed the fears of 
a Scottish version of Teach First 
when he tried to rebut a story in 
the Times Educational Supplement 
(TES) Scotland magazine.

To TES’s claim that the SNP’s 
“new route” into teaching would 

bypass universities, Swinney said 
that “every programme will require 
a university partner”.

But the SNP government’s 
response to TES confirmed that 
tenders “will be open not just to 
universities” and that Teach First 
would be free to tender.

Unsurprisingly, the Tories think 
allowing the private sector into 
education is “very positive”. 

They were “baffled as to why it 
has taken so long” for the SNP to 
“accept the merits” of privatisation.

Labour accused the SNP of 
“implementing Tory policies in 
our schools”. Flanagan said the 
introduction of the Teach First 
model would be a “betrayal”. 

Swinney is mooting it as a 

solution to a recruitment crisis 
he created. He was the finance 
minister for nearly a decade.

Teacher numbers were cut 
by 4,000 and schools’ resources 
slashed as a direct consequence of 
his budget cuts.Successive pay cuts 
have reduced teachers’ wages by 
16 percent.

Now some 700 teaching posts 
are unfilled across primary and 
secondary schools in Scotland.

Teachers would have a different 
solution to recruitment and 
retention problems—as Swinney, 
who was heckled at last year’s EIS 
conference, knows fine well.

First on that list would be 
addressing unmanageable 
workloads and years of pay cuts.An anti-Tory theme

Scottish education minister John Swinney patronising some children
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 Thousands  
 turn back  
 Nazi march  
 in Liverpool
The rump English Defence League 
was surrounded and humiliated by 
anti-fascists, reports Paul Jenkins

ANTI -FASCIST  p ro tes te rs 
blocked the fascist English 
Defence League (EDL) from 
marching in Liverpool last 
Saturday. It was a great result 
from the people of Liverpool.

A counter-protest involving 
Merseyside Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF), trade unionists and other 
anti-fascist groups completely out-
numbered the Nazis.

Around 2,000 people opposed 
the EDL demo, which could only 
muster at most a pathetic gang of 
60 fascists from across the country. 
This was supposed to be a national 
demonstration for the EDL.

The fascists said that they were 
going to march to Derby Square but 
we stopped them. Anti-fascist pro-
testers challenged the EDL outside 
the Lord Warden pub.

Police
A massive police presence escorted 
the fascists from there—but the 
EDL march was cut short near Lime 
Street Station as protesters stood in 
its way.

Police then escorted EDL mem-
bers back to Lime Street where they 
were eventually put on trains while 
protesters continued to oppose 
them.

Seven regional trade unions—
the CWU, FBU, GMB, NUT, PCS, 
Unison and Unite—supported the 
counter-protest.

Over 25 local councillors backed 
the demo too, along with Show 
Racism the Red Card, many trade 
union branches and others.

While the EDL bussed people 
in from outside of Liverpool, 
Merseyside UAF’s rally heard 
speeches from representatives of 
the local trade union and labour 
movement.

They included deputy mayor of 
Liverpool Ann O’Byrne, Julie Ward 
MEP, regional secretary of the North 
West TUC Lynn Collins, writer Alan 
Gibbons and Weyman Bennett, joint 
national secretary of UAF.

Weyman told Socialist Worker, 
“The EDL was humiliated in 
Liverpool last Saturday. 

“They hoped to come to the city 
to spread their message of hate and 
division. But a mass protest stopped 
them from doing that.

“Anti-racists have pushed the 
Nazis back but we shouldn’t be 
complacent.

“We need to keep taking on 
the fascists wherever they try to 
organise.”

This is the fourth time in the last 
two years that fascist groups have 
been met by mobilisations against 
them in Liverpool. 

United
Saturday’s protest was the result 
of years of local united front activ-
ity opposing the British National 
Party, EDL and other fascist groups 
on Merseyside.

The EDL once mobilised a move-
ment of thousands on the streets. 
But anti-fascists such as the people 
of Liverpool have pushed them and 
other fascists back.

UAF will continue to work with 
trade unionists and others to con-
tinue to build a mass movement 
against the fascists.

On other pages...
Racist Trojan Horse lie hits the 
rocks as case thrown out  >>Page 17

FURTHER DEMOS
Beat the Nazis back. Mobilise 
in London, Manchester and 
Edinburgh
lUAF has called a counter-
protest to oppose the EDL in 
London on Saturday 17 June. 
Assemble 11.30am, central 
London
lAnti-racists will also oppose 
the EDL in Manchester this 
Sunday, assembling from 11am 
in central Manchester
l An anti-racist protest will take 
on the Scottish Defence League 
in Edinburgh on Sunday 25 
June, assemble 1pm, Edinburgh 
Waverley Station

THE EDL were outnumbered and surrounded on all sides by anti-fascists 

LABOUR PARTY

 The Labour right remain a millstone  
 around the neck of Jeremy Corbyn
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE LABOUR right never stopped 
their attacks on Jeremy Corbyn 
during the election campaign, even 
when there were signs of Labour 
moving forward in the polls.

John Woodcock was the 
candidate for Barrow where Trident 
submarines are constructed. 

He began the campaign saying, 
“I will not countenance ever voting 
to make Jeremy Corbyn Britain’s 
prime minister.”

And Joan Ryan, a Labour 
candidate in north London, put out 
a leaflet undermining Corbyn.

It said that many people “have 
more confidence in Theresa May 
as prime minister than they would 
have in Jeremy Corbyn”.

The Labour manifesto proved 
popular. But just a few hours after 
it was launched Labour MP Frank 
Field told The Sun newspaper that 
a split from Labour is on the cards.

He said if Labour lost and 
Corbyn was still leader the right 
wing had to break away and form 
a separate parliamentary group.

Some Blairites bemoaned 
Labour’s surge in the polls because 

it made Corbyn’s position as 
leader more secure. One example 
was Philip Collins, one time chief 
speechwriter for Tony Blair.

In an article in the Times 
newspaper he wrote,“The surge 
has changed everything because 
it is now so much harder to argue 
that Mr Corbyn’s brand of politics 
is not viable.”

For the Labour right, success for 
Corbyn is a setback.

A number of right wingers 
tempered their overt criticism 

of Corbyn as Labour seemed to 
become more popular.

But they presented a more 
insidious danger, of undermining 
Corbyn’s campaign by neutering it 
of everything that makes him seem 
a breath of fresh air.

Pressure from Labour’s right 
has seen Corbyn make concessions 
over Trident nuclear weapons and 
the rights of migrant workers.

Both issues came up in TV 
debates, and it was left to others 
to make the clear arguments that 
until recently Corbyn would have 
made himself.

This drive to “moderation” is 
all in the name of electability and 
“responsibility” in government.

But years of right wing 
Labour leaderships have sown 
disillusionment among many 
working class people and steadily 
lost it votes.

Corbyn’s ability to offer 
something different helped to 
revitalise Labour’s support.

After the election the right 
will want to try and force Corbyn 
out if he loses—or push him into 
making yet more concessions even 
if Labour wins.Right wing Labour MP Joan Ryan
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‘Dross’—how the Tories saw 
young working class women 
I AM an advocate from the early 
years/childcare sector. 

More than three years ago the 
government approved a group of 
leading employers to develop 
standards for entry onto 
apprenticeships in the early years 
sector. I was on the group.

The government imposed a 
requirement that qualified workers 
at level 3 must hold GCSE grades 
A-C in Maths and English. 

Anyone over 21 had to retake 
their GCSEs in Maths and English 
to be allowed on an apprenticeship 
if they did not have A grades. The 
government deemed the previous 
GCSE’s to be substandard.

They abolished equivalents of 
long standing and which were 
accepted for a long time by 

universities. Yet their approved 
group challenged this decision. 

Representatives met with the 
government to draw attention to 
the adverse impacts. Nurseries 
would close down, there would be 
job losses, and trainees would be 
denied access to training.

The government said in 
response to this that they knew 
these adverse impacts would 
happen. When we asked why they 
were doing this the response was 
to “get rid of the dross out of the 
sector”.

When asked who and what the 
dross was the reply was, “Working 
class girls coming out of schools 
without any qualifications.”

They informed us that they 
would hold out for about three 

years to enforce the imposition, to 
“get rid of the dross”. 

The government did indeed drag 
out the process for three years. 
The group was also subjected to 
threats, bullying and intimidation 
from government. 

They were told that if they did 
not do as government wanted then 
they would be disbanded and 
replaced.

They carried through their 
threat this February. 

But in March the government 
relaxed the requirements for entry 
onto an apprenticeship.

Calling working class girls 
“dross” and keeping them out of 
training and work is a very serious 
matter.

Chrissy Meleady MBE

Win over 
soft racists
ON THE Saturday following 
the bomb I volunteered to 
help on a Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) campaign 
stall on Market Street, in 
the centre of Manchester. 

We used a petition that 
called for unity and “Don’t 
let the racists divide us”. 

The petition was well 
received by many people 
who signed the petition and 
many donated money to 
SUTR.

But I believe we need a 
two-pronged strategy to try 
to combat racism.

We need to give 
confidence to those 
anti-racists that already 
exist. 

We do this through street 
stalls, trade union 
affiliations, meetings and 
Love Music Hate Racism, 
and many other activities.

But we also need to try 
and win away from the 
hardcore racists those that 
we once called, ‘soft 
racists’. 

We should distinguish 
between those that cannot 
be won away from racist 
ideas and those that can.

We believe that the 
ruling ideas in society are 
the ideas of the ruling class. 

At the moment the ruling 
class are fanning the flames 
of racism. 

So it is natural that many 
people will hold racist 
ideas.

But we have to believe 
that people can change, or 
else give up the fight for a 
more just and equal future.

The question is, how do 
we deal with this?

I think we have to try 
and find a common point of 
agreement, then attempt to 
win them away from racism 
and towards class unity.

We need to win “soft” 
racists away from racism by 
“patiently explaining”.

Chris Ayton
Manchester

 Exclusion  
 shame for  
 London Pride
LONDON PRIDE has 
revealed the list of groups 
with “permission” to march 
in the parade. They include 
Barclays, Starbucks and 
Nando’s but no bisexual 
groups. 

Organisers say no groups 
had applied, but activists 
claim applications closed 
early. 

The organisers also said 
there were more than  

50 groups “on the waiting 
list” for a space.

It’s a disgrace that 
corporations get space at 
the expense of LGBT+ 
activists. Pride should be a 
protest—no group should 

have to apply for a bloc. 
Instead it’s a chance for 

businesses to make profit 
and for tax dodgers to pink 
wash themselves. 

Bethan Turner
Manchester

The business interests 
behind NHS cuts plans 
THE TORIES claim their 
NHS Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans 
(STPs) for the NHS are all 
about improving health 
care. But there’s clearly a 
nasty ideology behind their 
plan for cuts.

Author and health 
campaigner Stewart Player 
recently pointed out that 
the bosses’ World Economic 
Forum (WEF) decided 
health care systems should 
try to be more productive 
with less resources.

In 2012 a WEF report 
said healthcare systems had 
to transform how they 
provided care, with big cuts 
for hospitals.

Simon Stevens, now 
chief executive of NHS 
England, was on the board 
for that report. The STPs 
follow many of its 
recommendations. These 
aren’t about improving 
healthcare—they’re about 
making it more profitable.

Martin Bell
Alnwick

Thanks for 
speaking out
THANK YOU for 
being among the few 
to say that while the 
Manchester bombing was 
dreadful, it is being used 
to justify further horror 
and control.

We don’t need armed 
police all over the 
country nor extra powers 
for surveillance.

Name and address provided

Establishment 
defend wars
YOU DON’T have to be 
a Jeremy Corbyn fan to 
agree that Britain’s wars 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Syria has created the 
terrorist threat.

The establishment 
fears that people might 
start to question what 
the point of those wars 
were. 

Were they for 
“democracy”or just 
to establish any old 
dictatorship that suited 
Western interests? 

Nick Vinehill
Norfolk

We can win 
independence
I THINK SNP leader 
Nicola Sturgeon 
lost some support 
when she said there 
won’t be a second 
Scottish independence 
referendum until after 
Brexit.

It’s time to unite for 
independence. The SNP 
won’t get us there—but 
the people will!

Stephen Bebbington
Glasgow

Unison should 
rerun election
IT’S A shame there won’t 
be a rerun after officials 
interfered in the Unison 
union’s general secretary 
election (Socialist 
Worker, 31 May).

It gives the 
bureaucrats a free run 
to do the same in any 
future election.

Frank Homeward
on Facebook

Climate is all 
our concern
ONE THING which 
everyone has in common 
and so is in the national 
interest (Socialist 
Worker, 31 May) is the 
environment.

Capitalism has no 
qualms about trashing 
it, it’s in the national 
interest to stop it. 

@PicnicJon
on Twitter

Just a 
thought...

There’s always been protest on Pride  Picture: Guy Smallman
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MIGRANT WORKERS SPEAK OUT
Politicians across the spectrum, from 
the Tories to Labour, accept the 
myth that migrants are to blame for 
lower wages. But striking migrant 
workers at the London School of 
Economics told Alistair Farrow how 
they’re pushing wages up

V
IRTUALLY ALL of the 
pundits and politicians 
agreed during the  
election campaign that 
immigration drives 
down wages. 

But there is no evidence that 
immigration has a negative impact 
on wages and services (see right). 

A fight by migrant cleaners at the 
London School of Economics (LSE) 
is a powerful antidote to that myth. 

Kinkena, one of the cleaners, 
argued that the Tories and bosses 
were to blame for low wages. 
“Migrants don’t bring wages down,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 

“The Labour Party promised to 
increase the minimum wage to  
£10 an hour. 

“How would that be possible if 
migrants bring wages down? It’s a 
political decision.”

The outsourced cleaners are strik-
ing for the same maternity, pater-
nity and sick pay as workers directly 
employed by the LSE. 

They are proving that workers 
fighting, wherever they happen to 
come from, can push pay up for 

everyone. Their walkout has already 
forced LSE bosses to come back with 
a better offer, but workers are fight-
ing on. 

Bosses want workers to be divided 
so they can keep pay down, and this 
racist scapegoating affects the way 
people are treated at work. Daniel, 
one of the LSE strikers, told Socialist 
Worker, “As a migrant you can be 
more vulnerable. 

“People come to work when 
they’re sick because they’re scared 
of losing their job.”

Mildred added, “We face racism 
every day, but we are fighting 
against it as hard as we can. 

“We‘re not going to hide behind 
closed doors anymore—this strike is 
about making the bosses see we’re 
not taking it. 

“When you come down to the 
picket it’s about speaking your mind 
so the world can hear you.” 

False
Racist immigration rules often mean 
that migrants can’t do jobs in Britain 
which they were qualified to do in 
other countries.

As Alba told Socialist Worker, “In 
Ecuador I was an accountant, but 
when I came here I had to do nanny 
jobs.

“I was a single mother with three 
children—it was very hard.”

Migrants have always been part 
of the working class in Britain, and 
have strengthened workers’ ability to 
fight against the bosses.

The idea that migrants 
flood the labour market 
is false. Workers tend to 
move to other countries 
only when there are more 
jobs available. 

David, another worker, 
told Socialist Worker, “Our 
parents came to this coun-
try and made it what it is.

“Everyone should have 
the right to go to any 
country.”

Alba added, “We all 
come from different coun-
tries and each have our own reasons, 
but we all have the same needs.

“We want to be treated with  
dignity and respect.”

The workers at LSE have shown 
fighting works—a lesson the leader-
ship of the trade union movement 
should learn from.

Office for National Statistics  
figures show that trade union mem-
bership dropped by 4.2 percent in 
2016—the sharpest drop in mem-
bership since records began.

TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady bemoaned “the loss of 

‘We face racism every 
day, but we are 
fighting against it as 
hard as we can. We’re 
not going to hide 
behind doors any 
more’
Mildred
Striking LSE 
cleaner

‘In Ecuador I was an 
accountant, but when I 
came here I had to do 
nanny jobs’
Alba
Striking LSE 
cleaner

many good quality jobs”. She said 
that “The recent growth in private 
sector employment has been char-
acterised by a large proportion of  
insecure jobs.” 

But trade unions need to organise 
workers in “insecure jobs”, many of 
whom are migrant workers. 

Unfortunately some union lead-
ers have also bought into the Tories’ 
and bosses’ myths on immigration 
(see right). 

Unite union general secre-
tary Len McCluskey claimed that 
immigration from “countries with 

vast historical differences in wage 
rates and living standards” has cre-
ated “sustained pressure on living 
standards”.

These sort of comments open the 
door to arguments in favour of limit-
ing the number of migrants. This is a 
weapon in the hands of the bosses, 
but to beat their attacks the working 
class movement needs unity—not 
more divisions.

As striker Oliver told Socialist 
Worker, “If we come together as 
migrant workers we can fight against 
the way we’re treated.” 

‘DON’T BLAME
US FOR LOW PAY’

Struggling for dignity and respect     Picture: Guy Smallman

Bosses, not workers, 
drive down our pay
MIGRANT WORKERS were central 
to a number of pay campaigns 
over the past year—in hospitals, 
cinemas, warehouses and an oil 
refinery.

This hasn’t stopped politicians 
insisting that migrants undercut 
wages, but repeating it doesn’t 
make it true.

Bosses pay workers as little as 
they can get away with.

It can seem obvious that 
immigration reduces this through 
“supply and demand”. If more 
workers sell their labour power, 
surely they get a lower price.

The reality is more complex.
The number of jobs isn’t 

fixed. The economy expands and 
contracts, as do individual firms.

The labour market has what 
bosses call “rigidities”. 
Workers with certain 
skills or experiences can 
be difficult to replace, 
increasing their bargaining 
power to demand higher 
wages. 

Wages are set through 
struggle, and workers’ 
organisation and militancy 
plays a key role.

Politicians from racist 
Nigel Farage to left wing 
Jeremy Corbyn point to 
construction as an example 

of migrants driving down wages.
Construction firms have 

recruited migrants in recent 
years. They also increased wages, 
a reflection of high demand 
and construction workers’ 
organisation.

Public sector pay has been held 
down since 2008. That’s not down 
to supply and demand, but the 
government’s pay freeze. Because 
the public sector is such a huge 
employer, this lowers the bar for 
everyone.

Study after study has looked 
for evidence that migrants drive 
down pay—and not found it.

The London School of 
Economics’ (LSE) Centre for 
Economic Performance last year 
found that “the areas of the 
UK with large increases in EU 
immigration did not suffer greater 
falls in the jobs and pay of  
UK ‑born workers.”

A 2013 study by researchers at 
University College London even 
found that immigration produced 
a tiny increase in average wages.

To get around this politicians 
cherry‑pick the most ambiguous 
data—about the lowest paid. 

But they don’t mention that 
many of these workers are 
themselves recent or temporary 
migrants.

Yet even in this category the 
figures don’t stack up. A study by 
LSE researchers in 2015 found no 
correlation between immigration 
and low wages for unskilled 
workers.

Those studies that found 
negative effects showed them to 
be tiny—far smaller than the costs 
of inflation and austerity. And they 
only point to a weak correlation, 
they don’t prove what causes falls 
in wages.

Immigration controls are a class 
issue.

By repressing and dividing 
workers, they give bosses an extra 
weapon. The truth is that open 
borders would help workers fight 
for higher pay.

We need militancy, solidarity, 
unity—and strong trade unions. 

THE CASE 
AGAINST 
BORDERS
BY CHARLIE KIMBER
& DAVE SEWELL

£2

Available from bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Manuel Noriega—a 
murderous US stooge 

 
COLONEL MANUEL Noriega was 
a dictator and drug-runner. 

That’s what every pundit agreed 
when the former Panamanian 
ruler died last week. But most 
skirted around the fact that 
Noriega was a bought and paid-
for stooge of US imperialism 
throughout his brutal reign.  

Noriega was never president 
of Panama, which maintained 
a sham democracy after a coup 
in 1968. But as the self-styled 
“Maximum Leader of National 
Liberation”, he was the de facto 
ruler from 1983 to 1989. 

His involvement with the US 
began in the 1950s, when he 
was recruited by the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

A few years later he went to the 
US Army’s School of the Americas 
to learn about “anti-communist 
counter-insurgency”, a euphemism 
for murder and torture. It was a 
training camp for Latin America’s 
dictators and generals.

Panama was born out 
of US imperialism and 
money-laundering.

The US bullied Colombia into 
giving Panama “independence” 
in 1903. It then built the 
Panama Canal, a key shipping 
route linking the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans, and grabbed the 
land around it as a colony.

Top investment bank JP 
Morgan and Co wrote the laws 
that made Panama into the 
corporate tax haven it is today.

By 1979 the US was jointly 
administering the Panama 
Canal Zone with the country’s 
government. The US needed 
someone who would promote its 
interests—Noriega was that man. 

Within a few years Noriega 
and Panama had taken on a new 
importance as part of a secret war 
against the left wing Sandinista 
movement in Nicaragua.

US Congress had banned 
funding the Contras, a right 
wing paramilitary group in 
Nicaragua. But president Ronald 
Reagan and CIA chief George 

Bush Snr used Noriega’s drug 
running network to smuggle 
arms and money to the Contras.

In exchange for Noriega’s 
loyal service, Bush stuffed his 
pockets and protected him 
from US drug enforcement. 

Noriega was part of a much 
bigger secret operation, known 
as the “Iran-Contra Affair”.

In 1985 US colonel Oliver 
North secretly sold arms to the 
Iran’s regime to bankroll the 
Contras. The operation grew into 
selling the Colombian Medellin 
drug cartel’s cocaine to the 
US to fund more weapons.

Panama became a base for 
laundering money for US secret 
operations across Latin America.

Domination
But discontent was growing 
within Panama, so Noriega 
made hollow noises against US 
domination. The US couldn’t 
tolerate an unreliable ally, so 
new president Bush Snr sent in 
a 24,000 troops to topple his 
former drug-running partner.

An internal US Army memo 
claimed that some 1,000 people 
were killed. Other estimates 
put the numbers of people 
killed in the invasion and 
aftermath as high as 3,500.

Afterwards Bush proclaimed 
that “freedom had been 
restored”—in fact, repression 
was ramped up. Trade unionists, 
socialists and other opposition 
figures were rounded up and 
interrogated in detention centres. 

Noriega was gone, but 
the imperialism and money-
laundering remained. 

A US customs official summed 
up US imperialism and Noriega’s 
legacy. Panama, he wrote, is 
“filled with dishonest lawyers, 
dishonest bankers, and dishonest 
companies registered there so 
that they can deposit dirty money 
into their dishonest banks.” 

Manuel Noriega

Panama became a 
money laundering 
base for US secret 
operations across 
Latin America

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
PANAMA
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

WHERE NEXT 
AFTER THE
 ELECTIONS?

 Fighting racism
 and austerity... 

ABERDEEN
Wed 14 Jun, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BIRMINGHAM & 
BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 14 Jun, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St, B4 6AF
BRISTOL
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St, BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Thu 15 Jun, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP
CARDIFF
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
New York Diner, CF24 3BQ

DUNDEE
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
 EH1 2JL
ESSEX
Thu 15 June, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, Chelmsford,
CM1 2QL
EXETER
Thu 15 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill, 
EX4 3RG
GLASGOW
Thu 15 Jun, 7pm, 
Avant Garde, 33-44 King St,
Merchant City, 
G1 5QT

LEEDS: & WEST YORKSHIRE
Thu 15 Jun, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Thu 15 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Lane, L1 3BT
LONDON
Wed 14 Jun, 7pm, 
Student Central,
Malet St, WC1E 7HY
LUTON
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood Crescent 
(enter via London Rd car park),
LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER
Thu 15 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

MEDWAY
Thu 15 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, Chatham, 
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Thu 15 Jun, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Thu 15 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, 
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Thu 15 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s, 
OX1 1BX
NOTTINGHAM
Sat 17 Jun, 3pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN

PLYMOUTH
Wed 14 Jun, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 15 Jun, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Thu 15 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

TELFORD
Thu 22 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
YORK
Wed 14 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
Lower Friargate, YO1 9RL . 
Transport available from 
Scarborough—contact 
enquiries@swp.org.uk

Public meetings
—all welcome

Socialist Worker  7 June 2017

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW
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FILM
THE OTHER SIDE OF HOPE
Directed by Aki Kaurismaki 
On general release

WELL OVER a million 
people have been 
shoved through Europe’s 
“reception centres” since 
the refugee crisis began in 
2015. Yet it’s remarkable 
how little impact this has 
had on the big screen.

This drily absurd, sort 
of, comedy does its bit to 
address that gap.

It contrasts the ordeal  
of Khaled (Sherwan Haji),  
a mechanic fleeing  
war-torn Aleppo, with 
salesman Wikstrom’s 

(Sakari Kuosmanen) 
attempt to change career. 

In many ways it’s a 
follow on to Kaurismaki’s 
2011 gentle comedy  
Le Havre.

It uses many of the 
same techniques, notably a 
jarringly surreal choice of 
props.

And it echoes Le 
Havre’s celebration of 
many ordinary people’s 
instinctive solidarity with 
the refugees they are 
supposed to fear or hate.

But this is a much colder, 
sadder film.

Deliberately artificial 
staging and camerawork 
makes the characters look 
lonely and fragile, boxed 
in or locked out by a 
bureaucratic world.

Deadpan
This studied awkwardness 
also sharpens the deadpan 
humour of many scenes.

And it creates an 
unflinching honesty about 
the horrors refugees face—
family separation, poverty, 
fascist violence and police 
repression.

The understated acting 
leaves the frequent musical 
interludes—from rock’n’roll 
buskers to Khaled himself 
on a borrowed oud—to 
provide the emotional 
warmth.

But in its own wry way 
The Other Side of Hope 
argues powerfully against 
the cruel hypocrisy of 
immigration controls, 
and for faith in human 
solidarity to overcome 
them.
Dave Sewell

A bleak but compelling tale 
about women’s oppression
The new TV adaptation of Margaret Atwood’s classic feminist text The 
Handmaid’s Tale could be the best drama of the year, writes Sarah Bates 
THE HANDMAID’S Tale TV adap-
tation has already generated lots 
of column inches and Margaret 
Atwood’s classic feminist text has 
shot up the bestseller lists. 

Many reviews have drawn links 
between the US today and the repressive  
Gilead society in the book.

Today, the threat to women is a 
real one. One of US president Donald 
Trump’s first acts was to stop funding 
abortion services at home and overseas.  
But there’s also the wider policing of 
women’s bodies and sexuality.

In February this year a state legisla-
tor in Oklahoma said pregnant women 
are “hosts” and introduced a bill that 
meant women seeking an abortion 
would need written consent from the 
foetus’s father. 

The Handmaid’s Tale is set in the 
near future society of Gilead, formerly 
North America. It’s a regressive reli-
gious state led by the Christian right, 
where historic buildings have been 
demolished and universities closed.

Society is divided into different 
groups, with women either being 
handmaids, cooks or wives. There are 
so few fertile women, they are cap-
tured and forced to live with no other 
purpose than to bear children. 

Spies
In the highly repressive state there 
are spies everywhere and any trans-
gression results in public execution or 
forced labour in the radioactive col-
onies. Handmaids live with a family 
and bear the husband’s children to be 
raised by his wife. 

The slavery is so complete they are 
never alone, wear blood red gowns 
and are given a new name to reflect 
their “owners”. There is little break in 
the tension. 

Our protagonist Offred—brilliantly 
played by Elisabeth Moss—is trapped 
in her claustrophobic domestic prison 
and struggles to maintain her former 
identity and survive in a world fraught 
with danger.

One of the best aspects of the show 
is the handmaids’ everyday resistance, 
even simple acts such as learning each 
other’s real names.

They pass on information about 
other cities, share stories about their 
previous life and jokes about the fami-
lies they are assigned to.

The Handmaid’s Tale is not only a 
study of women’s oppression—and a 
bleak warning—but a compelling and 
thoughtful drama. It skilfully main-
tains the sense of anguish and despair 
through each episode and shows great 
promise. It could be one of the best 
dramas of the year.
The Handmaid’s Tale is on Channel 4, 
Sundays at 9pm. The first episode is 
available at channel4.com

Museum’s focus is not on Hokusai’s best
EXHIBITION
HOKUSAI—  
BEYOND THE GREAT WAVE
British Museum, Room 35,  
Great Russell St, London WC1B 3DG. 
Until 13 August (closed 3-6 July), 
Tickets £12. britishmuseum.org

THE BRITISH Museum is 
celebrating the most famous 
figure in Japanese art.

Katsushika Hokusai was a 
prolific print-maker and painter 
who lived from 1760-1849. 

His entire life was spent under 
Japan’s strictly hierarchical and 
isolationist Tokugawa regime. 

From the late 17th century, 
interaction with the outside world 
was tightly restricted. Only China, 
Korea and the Dutch East India 
Company had the right to visit—
and then only for commerce, at 
the tiny port of Dejima.

The country was finally prised 

open at gunpoint by the US 
Commodore Matthew Perry and 
his fleet of warships just four 
years after Hokusai’s death. 

But as this exhibition makes 
clear, both capitalism and culture 
were increasingly lapping at 
Japan’s shores during this 
confinement—and eroding the 
regime’s strict controls.

Commission
Indeed, a key turning point in 
Hokusai’s practice occurs when 
merchants from the Dutch East 
India Company gave him a 
commission in 1824. They ask for 
a series of prints depicting life on 
the mysterious archipelago.

They may have hoped for 
something typically “Japanese”.

Instead the commission 
acted as a catalyst for Hokusai 
to integrate his new European 
influences with ancient Japanese 
traditions, and forge the style  

that would make his reputation.
He was inspired by the cheap 

Dutch and French etchings that 
other foreign merchants had 
used as wrapping paper for 
their goods. And he introduced 
European perspective yet 
abstracted his designs and 
colours in ways that no artist 
from Europe had thought of.

Hokusai’s best works of this 
time resonate with our own 
dialectical vision of the world. 

He captured both the flux of 
nature and society, and their 
interconnectedness. And his 
techniques embodied the exciting 
new synthesis of eastern and 
western influences, giving birth to 
something entirely new. 

Unfortunately the British 
Museum’s exhibition doesn’t focus 
on these exciting years. Instead, 
it tries to make an argument for a 
late creative flowering—and fails.
Ben Windsor

KATSUSHIKA HOKUSAI’S The Great Wave off Kanagawa, 1832

Beyond the great wave

Khaled played by Sherwan Haji
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READ MORE
lPalestine—resistance, 
revolution and the 
struggle for freedom 
by Anne Alexander, Phil 
Marfleet, John Rose and 
Tom Hickey  
£3

lIntifada—Zionism, 
imperialism and 
Palestinian resistance 
by Phil Marshall, £5.95

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

by the West—would always 
go to war for the US when the 
US would rather keep its hands 
clean. The rise of Arab nation-
alism gave Israel the perfect 
opportunity to show how this 
could be done.

The US was already increas-
ing its funding to Israel in the 
run up to the Six Day War. 

It was worried by the grow-
ing threat from Egypt and Syria. 
Yet it was too bogged down in 
Vietnam to fight another war.

B
UT IT was Israel’s 
t hump ing  v i c -
tory that really 
changed the game.  
After the Six Day 
war the US began 

to ply Israel with the most 
sophisticated weaponry.

US funding for  Israel  
skyrocketed. During the 1960s, 
US military loans to Israel 
averaged £17 million a year. 
Between 1970 and 1974, that 
rose to £345 million.

Israel still gets staggering 
amounts of cash from the US 
today. One of the final things 
US president Barak Obama’s 
government did in 2016 was 
promise Israel’s military a 
record £29.5 billion over the 
next ten years.

That’s the largest amount 
of military funding the US has 
ever given any state.

Israel’s new role as imperial-
ism’s “watchdog” changed the 
shape of politics in the Middle 
East. Israel heavily defeated 
Syria and Egypt again in 
another war in 1973.

A few years later in 1978 
Egypt’s president Anwar Sadat 
signed a peace deal with Israel—
the Camp David Accords—that 
transformed Egypt into an ally 
of US imperialism. After Israel, 
Egypt is now the second largest 
receiver of US military cash.

But the Six Day War also 
threw up fresh problems for the 
US and Israel.

Today the US’s strategy in 
the Middle East involves trying 
to co-opt Palestinian politi-
cians with false promises of a 
Palestinian state based on the 
borders before the Six Day 
War.

But just as it did for Britain, 
Israel’s insistence on owning 
the entire of Palestine has put 
it at odds with its main imperi-
alist backer.

Israel’s aim of owning all of 
Palestine—through settlement 
building and insisting on mili-
tary control over any Palestinian 
state—has exposed the “two 
state solution” as a sham.

Now the Palestinian gov-
ernment is finding it harder to 
contain resistance to Israel’s 
occupation. 

Donald Trump’s recent visits 
to Israel and the West Bank are 
part of the latest attempt to 
patch it up.

And the Arab revolutions of 
2010 and 2011 showed that 
the US’s grip on the Middle 
East could still be shaken. The 
Egyptian revolution in 2011 
threatened to end Egypt’s sup-
port of the Israeli siege on Gaza.

Even last year there were 
still mass protests against the 
Egyptian government’s attempt 
to hand two Red Sea islands to 
US ally Saudi Arabia. 

These were the same Islands 
Egypt had used to block Israeli 
shipping in 1967.

Recent mass protests across 
the West Bank and Gaza have 
shown the Palestinian people 
are prepared to resist the might 
of Israel.

Their victory depends on 
whether that resistance can 
spread across the Middle East.

A MAP of the 
territorial shifts 
that resulted from 
the Six Day War 
(above)  
 

I
T’S 50 years since 
Israel invaded the 
remaining Palestinian 
land it hadn’t already 
robbed in 1948. 

The Six Day War in 
1967 began Israel’s occupa-
tion of the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip, East Jerusalem and 
the Golan Heights.

That’s 50 years that 
Palestinians living there 
have been under hellish mil-
itary occupation.

It’s also 50 years since 
Israel proved its worth to 
the US—a relationship that’s 
shaped war and politics in 
the Middle East ever since.

Throughout the 1950s 
and 1960s the rise of national 
liberation and anti-colonial 
movements threatened to 
weaken the West’s grip on 
the Middle East.

The anti-colonial move-
ments had gradually forced 
Britain out of the Middle East. 
The US gladly took Britain’s 
place, but it faced the same 
problems. 

Two of the biggest threats 
came from Egypt and Syria.

In 1956 Egypt’s nationalist 
government, led by president 
Gamal Abdel Nasser, took con-
trol of the Suez Canal—deny-
ing Britain control of a key 
trading route.

The following invasion 
of Egypt by Britain, France 
and Israel ended with Britain 
humiliated. 

The US had demanded that 
Britain pull out, but it was seri-
ously worried by Nasser.

In 1966 a new national-
ist Baath party government in 
Syria not only nationalised its 
oil industry, but linked itself to 
the US’s imperialist rival Russia.

Egypt, Syria and other grow-
ing anti-colonial movements 
began to look more like a threat 
to US control.

Israel wanted to show the 
US that it could be the answer, 
and set about provoking con-
frontations and clashes along 
its borders with Egypt, Syria 
and Jordan.

The Zionist ideology used 
to justify Israel’s oppression of 
the Palestinians demanded that 
the whole of Palestine should 
belong to Israel.

Incursions
After Israel was founded in 
1948, Israeli governments 
snatched land bit by bit through 
invasions and incursions into 
Palestinian villages in the 
“demilitarised zones” along its 
borders.

Israel stepped up these incur-
sions after the Suez war. In 
1966 Egypt and Syria, followed 
shortly by Jordan and Iraq, 
agreed to defend one another 
if attacked.

In April 1967 Israel sent a 
tractor into the demilitarised 
zone along the Syrian border as 
part of a plan to cultivate the 
area. Syria launched a mortar 
attack. Israel responded with 
tanks, artillery and airstrikes.

Shortly afterwards Israeli 
general Yitzhak Rabin declared, 
“The moment is coming when 

we will march on Damascus 
to overthrow the Syrian 
government.” 

Reports reached Nasser that 
Israeli forces were building up 
on the Syrian border.

Nasser sent soldiers into the 
Egyptian Sinai desert which 
borders Israel. Shortly after-
wards he closed the Straits of 
Tiran, which are to the east of 
Egypt and south of Israel, to 
Israeli ships.

Israel obliterated Egypt’s air 
force with a surprise airstrike 

on 5 June. It followed the air-
strike up by invading Egypt, 
Jordan and Syria. 

Within six days Israel occu-
pied the Sinai and the Gaza 
Strip, East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank, and the Golan 
Heights. 

It was a huge victory for 
Israel—it finally controlled the 
remaining Palestinian land it 
had always wanted. Israel had 
also won the close relationship 
with the US that it had been 
after for almost 20 years.

Israel has always relied on 
Western imperialism to survive. 
Even before Israel was founded, 
Zionist settlers in Palestine 
looked to colonial powers for 
support. That support eventu-
ally came from Britain.

As part of the great carve-up 
of the Middle East during the 
First World War, British dip-
lomats gave themselves the 
“mandate” to govern Palestine. 

The leaders of the Zionist 
movement offered to help 
Britain put down any revolt by 
the Palestinian people.

In return, Britain had to 
promise the settlers it would 
help them set up their own 
state—the state of Israel—on 
Palestinian land. 

British foreign secretary 
Arthur Balfour promised just 
that with a declaration in 
November 1917.

Ironically it was the Zionist 
movement that eventually 
forced Britain out of Palestine 
in 1948. Armed Zionist gangs, 
fed up with waiting for their 
own state, launched attacks on 
British soldiers.

S
O THE new Israeli 
state needed a 
new imperialist 
sponsor. Most of 
Israel’s funding 
came through 

donations and grants from 
Western sponsors. 

Huge amounts were spent on 
its military. But Israel’s weak 
economy meant it needed a 
much more stable relationship 
with the West.

Yet the US was wary of tying 
itself too closely to Israel. The 
US ruling class wanted to build 
links with several states in the 
Middle East against Russia, 
and Israel was just one among 
many.

And most ordinary people in 
Arab countries supported the 
Palestinians.

The US worried that appear-
ing too friendly to Israel would 
scupper its deals with Arab 
leaders. 

So Israel had to make itself 
indispensable to the US. It had 
to show it could play a unique 
role in defending US imperial-
ism that no other state could.

In 1951, after the Iranian 
government nationalised its 
oil industry, Israeli newspa-
per Haaretz explained the role 
Israel’s leaders hoped they 
could play. 

“Strengthening Israel helps 
Western powers maintain sta-
bility in the Middle East. Israel 
is to become the watchdog,” it 
wrote. 

“There is no fear that Israel 
will undertake any aggressive 
policy towards the Arab states 
when this would explicitly con-
tradict the wishes of the US and 
Britain.

“But if the Western powers 
should sometimes prefer to 
close their eyes, Israel could 
be relied upon to punish one 
or several neighbouring states 
whose discourtesy to the West 
went beyond the bounds of the 
permissible.”

Israel—armed to the teeth 

SIX DAYS THAT 
ENTRENCHED 
IMPERIALISM
Fifty years ago Israel launched the Six Day War in a bid to 
shore up its relationship with the US and further entrench its 
murderous rule over Palestine, writes Nick Clark

Israel’s new role 
as US watchdog 
changed the  
politics of the  
Middle East 

‘‘ 
Yitzak Rabin

Israeli troops drive to the front 

Alexander Kerensky—traitor 
of the Russian Revolution

Alexander Kerensky 
started out on the side 
of the revolution but 
betrayed workers’ and 
soldiers’ demands for 
an end to the war

ALEXANDER Kerensky 
tried to ride the crest 
of a revolutionary wave 
and fell. He was head of 
Russia’s government for 
little more than four months 
before he was booted out 
by workers in 1917.

A revolution in 
February had overthrown 
Russia’s old ruling Tsar. 
Capitalist politicians took 
the opportunity to put 
themselves in charge of a new 
“Provisional Government”.

But that government was 
constantly in crisis, always 
on the edge of falling apart. 

A militant revolutionary 
movement and a rival power, 
the soviets—councils made 
of ordinary workers, soldiers 
and peasants—threatened 
its authority. Kerensky 
tried in vain to rescue it.

Although a lawyer, 
he was a member of the 
Socialist Revolutionaries 
(SRs), whose members 
were mainly peasants. 

The SRs fought to transfer 
ownership of land to the 
peasantry and took part in the 
revolution when it began. But 
its leaders didn’t believe the 
revolution could do more than 
set up a capitalist parliament.

Rewarded
When the Tsarist government 
fell, Kerensky and others 
rushed to hand power over 
to capitalist politicians.

Russia’s big landlords and 
factory owners rewarded 
Kerensky by making 
him justice minister. 

As both a government 
minister and vice chair of 
the powerful Petrograd 
soviet, Kerensky seemed 
the ideal candidate to bring 
the workers into line.

Kerensky told workers 
at one of the first meetings 
of the Petrograd soviet 
that he took the position to 
represent them in the new 
capitalist government. 

In reality, the capitalist 
ministers relied on him to 

make their government 
seem acceptable to 
revolutionary workers.

The government soon hit 
its first crisis. Workers were 
calling for ever more radical 
demands, above all the end 
of Russia’s involvement 
in the First World War.

When ministers promised 
Britain and France that 
Russia would stay in the war, 
soldiers took to the streets 
demanding the overthrow 
of the government.

The crisis showed the 
power of the soviets and the 
weakness of the government. 

The capitalists tried to 
prop their government up by 

bringing in more socialists like 
Kerensky to form a coalition.

Some of the socialists 
thought they could channel 
the power of the soviets into 
the government. Kerensky 
even said, “The soviets will 
die a natural death.”

Many workers supported 
the idea, hoping that 
socialists in the government 
would end the war.

Instead the ministers ended 
up justifying and prolonging 
it. Kerensky, now defence 
minister, even took charge 
of organising an offensive.

The government 
collapsed again in July, and 
Kerensky became leader of 
a new coalition. He tried 
to focus all power at the 
top of the government.

But when Russian general 
Laver Kornilov attempted a 
right wing coup against the 
government, Kerensky had 
to arm the workers to defend 
it. As soon as the threat was 
seen off, Kerensky tried again.

The tension between 
propping up a capitalist 
government and trying to 
stay ahead of a growing 
workers’ movement split 
the SRs. The revolution was 
a decisive confrontation 
between capitalists and 
workers—it was impossible 
to balance between the two. 

A breakaway group, the Left 
SRs, made the right decision 
and sided with the soviets.

Kerensky jumped the other 
way and paid the price. He 
was overthrown by a second 
workers’ revolution in October.
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage 
at tinyurl.com/sw1917

Kerensky (centre) took charge of the government in July 1917

1917 TIMELINE
16 June (3 June in today’s 
calendar)
lThe First All-Russian 
Congress of the Soviets is 
held in Petrograd
lIt almost unanimously 
votes to end the First World 
War
lIt also votes to back the 
Provisional Government, 
which the Bolsheviks 
oppose, arguing instead 
that all power should go to 
the soviets

Kerensky 
rushed to hand 
power over to 
the capitalists

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION
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 Council workers’ strike vote means no strike
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

SCOTTISH LOCAL gov-
ernment workers voted by 
a clear majority to strike 
to force council chiefs to 
improve their latest pay 
offer—but there are no 
plans for action.

Unison union members 
last week voted 63 percent 
for a national walkout. 

That’s not a surprising 
result as council workers’ 
pay has suffered from years 
of below-inflation pay ‘rises’.

As Arthur, a council worker 
in Dundee, said, “Our pay is 
down around 20 percent—
we can’t expect things to get 
better unless we fight for it.

“No one likes austerity yet 
there’s maybe not enough 
confidence to take action. 

“But we only need to look 
at the college lecturers’ strike 
to see that action works.”

Turnout
But the 23 percent ballot 
turnout did not achieve the 
50 percent turnout required 
by the Tories’ new Trade 
Union Act.  If employers want 
to block strikes they could 
take legal action.

That would be a politically 
sensitive issue so close to a 
general election.

 But unfortunately it seems 
that Unison Scotland is pre-
pared to do the employers’ 
job for them.

This falls into the trap 
that anti-union laws were 
designed for—to get union 

leaders to police their own 
membership. 

It’s the bosses’ law, let 
them implement it. Unison 
rep Jim said, “The union 
shouldn’t police itself—we 
should be bolder and test 
these things.

“The only thing that’s 
changed is the law imposed 

by the Tories but it shows 
why we need to build the 
strength of our organisation.”

At the 2016 Scottish TUC 
conference Kezia Dugdale, 
Scottish Labour leader, 
pledged that Labour councils 
would not comply with the 
Tory law. 

Scottish National Party 

(SNP) leader Nicola Sturgeon 
told this year’s STUC confer-
ence that where the SNP “has 
the power or the discretion, 
as an employer, we will not 
invoke the provisions of the 
Act against unions”.

Why is the union not put-
ting these fine words from 
the politicians to the test?

There may well be a  
Tory-controlled council  
willing to try and outlaw a 
strike by public sector workers 
battling the austerity and pay 
cap imposed by their party.

But Unison members could 
call on the promised support 
from the STUC leadership.

Pledged
It pledged last year to 
“continue to support, and 
co-ordinate support for,  
affiliates who choose to defy 
undemocratic attempts to 
curb these rights, including 
ballot thresholds”.

STUC general secretary 
Grahame Smith has said that 
the trade union movement 
only exists because people 
had “resisted and broke bad 
laws” in the past. 

One of Scotland’s biggest 
unions, Unite, has called for 
“the maximum possible polit-
ical, financial and industrial 
support to trade unionists 
who find themselves outside 
the law”.

Instead of accepting there 
is no action they can take, 
workers should remind 
union leaders and politicians 
of their pledges to resist the 
Tories’ union laws.

UNISON MEMBERS in Glasgow protesting last year   Picture: Duncan Brown
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Racist ‘Trojan Horse’ lie hits 
rocks after case thrown out 
An Islamophobic scheme accusing Muslims of taking over Birmingham schools was further 
exposed as a lie last week. Sadie Robinson says the scandal is how Muslims were demonised

A DISCIPLINARY panel threw 
out proceedings against five 

teachers last week. 
It was another nail in the coffin for 

the “Trojan Horse” lie that extrem-
ist Muslims had plotted to take over 
Birmingham schools.

The claim came to light in 2014 
after Birmingham City Council 
received an anonymous letter. 

The letter described a plot to con-
trol schools and run them on Islamic 
principles called “Operation Trojan 
Horse”.

A wave of Islamophobia followed. 
Teachers were sacked or suspended 
from their jobs, then investigated 
for serious misconduct. Some were 
banned from teaching. Governors 
were removed.

Hated schools inspectorate Ofsted 
investigated 21 schools in relation to 
the letter and found five to be “failing”. 
Another was deemed “inadequate”.

The right wing media went into 
overdrive and the Tories drew up 
more repressive measures.

Vilified
As Gadija da Costa, a parent of chil-
dren who went to Oldknow Academy, 
told Socialist Worker at the time, 
“We’ve been vilified and slated. We’ve 
been tarnished with the extremist 
brush just because we’re Muslim.”

From the start the aim was to witch 
hunt Muslims. Tories and racists have 
since pointed to the story as evidence 
of what happens in “segregated” 
areas with high Muslim poplulations.

When the letter came to light, 
Roger King was chair of governors at 
a Birmingham primary school. 

He said that in one school that was 
inspected “the Ofsted team told the 
staff, ‘We’re going to fail you’”.

Four investigations found no 

evidence to back up the Trojan Horse 
claim. But there is evidence that 
inspectors set out to find it.

The Tories commissioned an inves-
tigation by Peter Clarke, a former 
national head of counter-terrorism. 

His report found no evidence of 
extremism. 

But it claimed to find evidence 
of school governors who “espouse, 
endorse or fail to challenge extrem-
ist views”. These “extremist views” 

included hostility to Israel or British 
imperialism. 

Clarke ploughed through 3,235 
social media postings and found just 
two discussions on the British army. 
Yet to him this was “revealing” of 
attitudes.

Clarke said that the fact that some 
head teachers at the schools had left 
showed that similar “tactics” were 
being used. He gave no evidence 
for the claim. Clarke complained of 

children not being taught about faiths 
other than Islam. Yet his report refers 
to a rabbi giving an assembly and a 
school Hanukkah display.

We were told that governors 
“banned” Christmas at Nansen pri-
mary school—while “parents attended 
the nativity play as usual”.

The holes in the Trojan Horse story 
were there right from the start. It was 
an Islamophobic lie—and now that lie 
is falling apart.

PROTESTING AGAINST the witch hunt in 2014  Picture: Pete Jackson
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Government lawyers kept back witness statements 
AN “ABUSE of 
process” by 

government lawyers led to 
a disciplinary panel 
throwing out proceedings 
against five teachers last 
week.

The five, Arshad 
Hussain, Hardeep 
Saini, Lindsey Clark, 
Monzoor Hussain and 
Razwan Faraz, were 
accused of serious 
professional misconduct. 

If found guilty they 
could have been banned 
from teaching. 

The panel said the 

National College for 
Teaching and Leadership 
(NCTL) government 
agency failed to disclose 
witness statements 
taken during the Clarke 
review (see above).

The statements 
amount to 1,600 pages 
of information. The 
panel ruled that this 
“major failure” brought 
“the integrity of the 
process into disrepute”.

It added that “serious 
failures with regard to 
disclosure” were “far-
reaching and extend 

over the entire life of 
this case”. The case 
began in October 2015.

“Such failures arise out 
of decisions which were 
consciously made,” it said.

Barrister Andrew Faux 
represented Saini and 
Hussain. Last year he said 
the NCTL investigation 
was marked by “fear, 
a cockup and a degree 
of incompetence”.

Government lawyers 
asked Hussain why 
he didn’t challenge a 
message on a private 
Whatsapp group saying 

people should “vote 
Asif Zardari” in a parent 
governor election.

“That’s a reference 
to the then president 
of Pakistan, that’s a 
joke,” said Faux. “But 
it’s proffered up by the 
NCTL because it fits a 
narrative of ‘bad Muslims’ 
taking over a school.”

Claire Darwin 
represented Faraz. She 
said the NCTL’s case 
used “evidence that was 
tarnished by religious 
and racial prejudice”.

The NCTL called one 

anonymous witness who 
claimed Faraz had used 
the term “kuffar”—a 
derogatory term for 
non-Muslims. But there 
was no date or other 
information, other than it 
may have been in 2009.

The case heard 
that the government’s 
key witness had been 
accused of making racial 
and religious slurs.

It isn’t clear if 
disciplinary hearings 
against other teachers 
linked to Trojan Horse 
will go ahead.

Cases keep 
collapsing

 LAST WEEK’S ruling 
was just the latest 

in a long line of setbacks 
for the Tories. 

In October last 
year the High Court in 
Birmingham threw out 
lifetime bans imposed 
by the Department 
for Education on two 
teachers. 

Judge Stephen 
Phillips overturned a 
ban against two former 
Park View teachers 
Inamulhaq Anwar and 
Akeel Ahmed. 

He said there 
had been a “serious 
procedural impropriety” 
because the NCTL failed 
to reveal evidence used 
in other cases. 

The other cases 
included those of 
Monzoor Hussain, 
Lindsey Clark and 
Hardeep Saini.

Ofsted needs 
inspecting 

 Schools 
inspectorate Ofsted 

appeared to look for 
evidence that fitted the 
government’s agenda.

Park View school was 
rated outstanding by 
Ofsted in 2012. 

Two years later it was 
“inadequate”.

Oldknow Academy 
was rated outstanding in 
2013. A year later it was 
deemed inadequate. 

But it seems it wasn’t 
the school that had 
changed, but Ofsted’s 
way of judging it. 

In 2014 Wilshaw 
complained about 
governors who opposed 
mixed swimming lessons 
“on the basis of their 
beliefs”.

In 2013 Ofsted praised 
the school for respecting 
“different faiths and 
cultures, for example, 
by ensuring there are 
separate changing rooms 
and single-sex physical 
education lessons.”
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Strike ballot over  
‘London Bridge 3’
A BALLOT of RMT union 
members based in “all station 
areas and cover groups” on 
London Underground (LU) 
was set to end on Tuesday. 
It’s over defending three 
London Bridge station 
workers. 

The “London Bridge 3” 
were involved in an incident 
with a passenger without a 
ticket last year, but have been 
sacked or disciplined with  
52-week warnings.

Workers at London Bridge 
struck last month.

Argos workers end 
strike on a high 
DISTRIBUTION workers and 
Argos bosses were holding 
talks at conciliation service 
Acas as Socialist Worker went 
to press.

The Unite union members 
demand guarantees around 
their jobs and conditions after 
Argos’s latest outsourcing 
announcement.

A two-week strike by 
around 1,400 workers ended 
last Wednesday, despite 
bosses’ attempts to get an 
injunction against it.

Unite rep Steve told 
Socialist Worker, “The strike 
went ahead as planned, and 
workers are upbeat.”

Nuclear workers 
should reject deal
AROUND 16,000 workers at 
the Nuclear Decommissioning 
Authority are set to vote on a 
new pension deal. 

Their Unite, GMB and 
Aslef unions say the new 
offer is “the best deal that 
can be achieved through 
negotiation”. It reduces a 
proposed £620 million cut to 
the pension scheme down to 
£320 million.

This is still a robbery and 
workers should reject it.

Brum bin workers 
won’t take trash 
THE UNITE union is balloting 
bin workers in Birmingham 
over proposed job cuts and 
attacks on agreements over 
their staffing levels and 
working patterns. 

The ballot for strikes over 
the Labour-run council’s 
attacks is set to close next 
Wednesday.

Prospect of pay 
strike at the Bank 
THE BANK of England could 
face a pay strike by its 
own workers. Unite union 
members are voting on 
industrial action over a pay 
freeze.

The Bank has offered 
workers a second consecutive 
below-inflation pay deal, 
with some workers getting 
1 percent and others zero.

While governor Mark 
Carney is paid £874,000 a 
year maintenance, service 
and security workers get as 
little as £20,000.

Slashing schools will 
be no picnic for Tories
by SADIE ROBINSON 

PARENTS, teachers, children 
and others joined several 
protests against school 
funding cuts last weekend.

In Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, demonstrators 
held a big picnic and rally 
against the cuts on Sunday. 

Local Labour MP Roger 
Godsiff addressed the event 
along with Louise Regan, 
president of the NUT teachers’ 
union.

Parents marched through 
Sutton Coldfield, also in 
Birmingham, on the same day. 
It’s the only constituency of the 
city with a Tory MP.

Marchers chanted, “No ifs, 
no buts—no school cuts.” One 
protester spelled out what the 
cuts mean for children. 

“Teachers are losing their 

jobs, teaching assistants are 
losing their jobs, school hours 
are being cut,” she said. 
“Schools are asking parents for 
school supplies.”

Another said, “We just want 
to make a stand and make our 
voices heard.”

Costs
Fury over the cuts pushed 
Theresa May to pledge  
£4 billion for schools by 2022. 
But as pupil numbers and 
school costs rise, schools still 
face a funding cut in real 
terms.

The attacks have generated 
campaigns across England. 
Another protest took place 
in Seaford, east Sussex, last 
Saturday. 

The NUT has said Seaford’s 
schools would lose £778,635 in 
real terms by 2022 if the Tory 
cuts go ahead. 

Teacher and parent Maree 
said, “Our schools can’t 
manage with cuts to funding 
over the next five years. It will 
make every child suffer.”

Parent Susie added, “Special 
needs teaching assistants 
are being taken out so there 
are vulnerable children not 
receiving enough support.”

Elsewhere a march from 
Sheffield to Nottingham 
finished last Saturday. 

The People’s March for 
Education began last Thursday. 
It passed through Dronsfield, 
Chesterfield, Clay Cross, 
Mansfield, Hucknall and 
Bulwell.

Louise Regan said, “Our 
schools are already in crisis. 
And now children face massive 
cuts to school provision.

“This march is about 
defending children and their 
education.”

MARCHING AGAINST the schools funding cuts in Sutton Coldfield  

College bosses backslide
THE SCOTTISH college 
lecturers’ EIS Fela union has 
warned that its dispute “may 
reignite” once again.

It fears bosses are seeking 
to renege on their promise to 
honour an equal pay deal.

An angry EIS Fela national 
executive meeting last week 
discussed progress since 
strikes were suspended last 
month. It ended with a call 
to reinstate them if bosses 
don’t act by the end of July.

Six days of strikes forced 
college bosses to promise to 
honour a pay deal signed in 
March 2016. 

The union said this 
should have seen bosses 
“immediately implement 

the pay elements” that are 
supposed to harmonise 
lecturers’ pay across 
Scotland’s colleges. 

The first step would have 
been paying 25 percent of 
the £12,000 a year pay gap. 

But in the latest pay 
packet, the only thing bosses 
did was deduct pay for the 
strikes. 

Other negotiations on 
terms and conditions are 
ongoing. 

But there is huge anger 
among lecturers, including 
some calls for the strikes 
to be reinstated as soon as 
possible.

Another executive meeting 
is set for 16 June.

EDUCATION 

SCOTLAND 

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 

Workers end rolling strikes
ROLLING strikes 
against budget cuts and 
redundancies at the 
Equality and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) entered 
their final week this week. 

Workers in Manchester 
walked out for five days on 
Monday. It comes after a 
campaign of rolling strikes 
saw similar walkouts in 
Glasgow, London and Cardiff.

One Manchester striker 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
not fair what bosses are 
doing.” 

They sacked eight of 

their workers by email while 
they were out on strike in 
February.

The workers were given 
compulsory redundancy 
notices despite the fact that 
there are now 47 vacancies 
being advertised in the 
EHRC. 

The striker said that 
strikes and action short of 
strikes would continue at 
least until bosses return to 
negotiations.

“We’ve got to continue to 
push the issue,” they said.
lMore at bit.ly/2qYj3fE

STRAP

INDUSTRIAL NOTES
Unions shouldn’t bemoan a lack of strikes—but get organising them 
THERE WERE some grim 
statistics out last week 
about strikes and unions. 

The number of working 
days “lost” due to labour 
disputes in 2016 was 322,000. 
This is almost twice the 
number of the previous year—
but that was a very low figure.

The figure for 2016 is the 
eighth lowest annual total 
since records began in 1891. 

Around 40 percent of the 
2016 strike days were due to 
the junior doctors’ strikes.

This was organised by the 
British Medical Association, an 
organisation that is not part of 
the TUC union federation.

In addition, the number of 
workers in trade unions fell by 
275,000 to 6.2 million.

Need to be depressed 
more? The number of ballots 
last year was the lowest ever.

But it is wrong to respond 
to this with despair or say that 
workers are now apathetic. 

More than six million 

trade unionists are still a very 
powerful potential force.

There are plenty of reasons 
workers feel angry about their 
employer, but the problem is 
winning a collective response.  

Unions having systematic 

membership drives would 
help. A high-profile campaign 
to organise Amazon workers, 
for example, would act as an 
example to others. 

But the lesson of history is 
that the most effective way to 
build is for unions to be seen 
as fighters, to take action—
and win. 

Strikes must be boosted 
with solidarity, not limited 
by bureaucratic inertia or 
sabotage.

Look at the publicity 
and hope from the Durham 
teaching assistants’ battle. 

But they had to overcome 
the defeatism of their union 
leaders.

Recent weeks have 
demonstrated that there are 

millions of people in Britain 
open to a radical agenda. 

These include many young 
people, the ones that the 
unions find hard to recruit.

Unions need to tap into 
political questions. 

The junior doctors rightly 
stressed that they were at the 
forefront of the defence of the 
NHS.

Anti-racism, climate 
change, women’s and LGBT+ 
rights must be union issues. 

If the unions are to grow 
they need to be much more 
militant. 

They need to be much 
more open to members’ 
participation and much more 
prepared to resist the bosses 
and the anti-union laws.

Lecturers resist jobs cull
UCU UNION members at 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University have called a two-
day strike on 20 and 21 June.

They are fighting bosses’ 
plans to cut jobs by closing 
down the university’s Crewe 
campus in two years’ time. 

Some 160 staff are at risk.  

Bosses have refused to rule 
out compulsory redundancies 
and also refused to attend 
talks with the union at 
conciliation service Acas.

The university has nearly 
£400 million in reserves.

Action will involve Crewe 
and Manchester campuses.

MANCHESTER

The junior doctors tapped into political questions 
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CINEMA WORKERS

  Fight threat to the 
  Picturehouse union
by ALISTAIR FARROW

THE PICTUREHOUSE chain 
of cinemas has suspended 
eight trade union reps at 
two of its sites in London. 

The news came last week 
as workers at four sites were 
gearing up for two days of 
strikes. 

It was a cynical attempt 
to break the union at its 
strongest sites and gut the 
organisation which workers 
have fought so hard to build.

But workers weren’t 
intimidated. 

The strikes went ahead, 
hitting the Sundance film 
festival, held at the cen-
tral London Picturehouse in 
Piccadilly.

Organised
“Instead of negotiating after 
40 days of strikes over six 
months they’ve decided to do 
this,” Bectu union rep Andrea 
Cencioni told Social ist 
Worker.

“It created more anger.”
Gerry Morrissey is general 

secretary of the Bectu arm of 
the Prospect union.

He said, “This is clearly an 
attempt to break the union by 
undermining the strike.”

Workers are demand-
ing their chosen union is 
recognised. 

At  present  Bectu i s 

recognised at only one site—
the Ritzy in Brixton.

Other demands include the 
Living Wage of £9.75 an hour 
in London and £8.45 outside 
the capital, maternity pay 
and paternity pay.

To win and fight back 
against the suspensions the 
strikes need to continue. 

There’s a danger the union 
will back off in the face of the 
latest attack and under pres-
sure from legal challenges.

Strikes last year at Soas 
university and at the National 
Gallery showed that when 
workers are suspended or 
sacked, their jobs can be 
defended through striking.

The Picturehouse dispute’s 
successes so far have come 
from the militancy of the 
strikes and their high profile. 

The workers have largely 
built the union themselves. 

There are over 3,500 
Cineworld workers in Britain, 

most of them on minimum 
wage. 

The union should seek to 
organise all of them, not just 
the 700 at Picturehouse. 

Sophie from the Ritzy 
cinema in Brixton told 
Socialist Worker, “We’re still 
completely behind the cam-
paign and coming together 
stronger.”
lMessages of support and 
details at facebook.com/
CentralLivingWage

GMB UNION

Conference shaped by looming election 
DELEGATES gathered for 
the GMB union congress 
in Plymouth ahead of the 
general election this week.

Mary Turner, the GMB 
president, opened the 
conference by slamming 
Theresa May’s attacks on 
working class people. “The 
Tories who told you to buy 
your home under ‘right to 
buy’ now want to take it 
away if you care for people 
with dementia,” she said.

“They want to sell off the 
NHS, saddle our kids with 
debt and lay off thousands 
of school support staff.”

For many delegates the 
way to stop this was through 
a Labour government. 

While the GMB leadership 
see a Labour government 
as main way to win change, 
it has been equivocal in 
supporting the party’s left 
wing leadership. Turner 

noticeably didn’t mention 
Corbyn in her speech. 

Speakers from the 
floor slammed the Tories’ 
public sector pay freeze. 
Delegate James McCrossan 
praised the Labour Party for 
pledging to lift the pay cap—
and called on other parties 
to follow suit.

Gordon Gibbs from the 
central executive committee 
spoke on the motion. 

“Public sector workers must 
stand together against this 
government,” he said, “and 
whichever government is 
formed after 8 June we need 
to bust this pay cap”.

That’s right—but the 
union will have to organise 
strikes to do that. 

Attacking the Tories’ 
Trade Union Act, delegate 
Matt Denton, said, 
“Collective action has given 
us maternity pay and an end 
to child labour. No wonder 
they want to take it away 
from us.” 

Unions will have to wield 
that power in order to defy 
the act and beat back the 
bosses’ attacks. 

Delegates also passed 
motions in solidarity 
with refugees after the 
destruction of the Calais 
camp and slamming Donald 
Trump’s racist Muslim ban. 

ON THE picket line at Picturehouse Central                                                   Picture: Guy Smallman

RESTAURANT WORKERS

 Video of an embarrassing conversation 
SOCIALIST Worker 
confronted Robert 
Newmark, boss of swanky 
restaurant Beach Blanket 
Babylon (BBB), last week 
to ask why he is refusing 
to pay his workers.

Some people are owed 
over £1,000 in unpaid 
wages. When 11 workers 
at the Shoreditch site 
refused to work any longer 
without payment they 
were fired on the spot.

Newmark wouldn’t talk to 
Socialist Worker outside the 
BBB in posh Notting Hill. 

He has also refused to 
talk to his former workers.

Newmark is linked to the 
two branches of BBB, the 
Freedom House bar in Soho, 
the Boneyard restaurant 
on Shoreditch High Street 
and the West Thirty Six 
restaurant in Notting Hill.

He has over 15 companies 
registered to his name. He 

drives a Ferrari and lives in 
a mansion in Hampstead 
in north London.

Meanwhile, his former 
workers are in dire 
straits. “I haven’t worked 
in four weeks,” Antonio 
told Socialist Worker. 

“The company 
owes me £800.”

The sacked workers 
have been holding regular 

protests at the Shoreditch 
site and travelled to 
the Notting Hill site to 
do the same there.

Other workers say they 
are having problems as 
well. “They’re taking money 
from us and probably 
other people,” said Mido, 
one of the sacked workers 
from the Shoreditch site. 
lVideo at bit.ly/2sw6tpY

More action timetabled at BA
BRITISH Airways (BA) “mixed 
fleet” cabin crew are set to 
return to the picket lines 
after a three-month break. 
Their union Unite has called 
a new four-day strike starting 
next Friday, 16 June.

It follows months of talks 
to resolve a dispute that has 
already seen three ballots 
and 26 days of strikes against 
poverty pay.

Bosses are refusing to restore 
the staff travel concessions that 
were removed from strikers 
early in the campaign.

One mixed fleet worker told 
Socialist Worker, “This is about 
BA’s punishment policy. 

“All those cabin crew who’ve 
taken industrial action have 
been subject to harassment, 
bullying and sanctions.

“A lot of members don’t 
want to accept that.”

Unite said this was the main 
sticking point with the pay 
deal now on offer. Assistant 
general secretary Howard 

Beckett called out the hypocrisy 
of bosses who “can accept the 
case for a pay deal but want 
to punish the very people who 
made the case”.

The BA worker added, “The 
offer doesn’t solve all the issues 
but it’s a starting block for 
us to be able to move on and 
look to the next round of pay 
negotiations.”

The long break from striking 
cost momentum and took the 
pressure off BA, so workers 
have some rebuilding to do.

But the BA worker said, 
“People have had some time to 
refresh and recover after all the 
hard work that went into the 
strikes, but now the pressure’s 
really built back up.

“We’re hoping the company 
will come back to us and 
restore our staff travel. 

“Otherwise people are ready 
to go ahead and fight again.”
lSend messages of support via 
sites.google.com/view/mfunite/
how-to-support

Glass workers’ strikes can  
 shatter bosses’ rotten offer
WORKERS AT Sierra Windows 
in Paignton and DB Glass 
in Newton Abbott—both in 
Devon—were set to hold 
further strikes this week.

It will be their third week of 
action against the imposition 
of a new contract and the 
threat of dismissal on 23 June 
if they don’t sign. 

Many of them haven’t had 
a pay rise since 2008 and the 
present offer is worthless.

If workers lose at these two 
unionised plants, wages and 
conditions could be driven 
down across the rest of the 
non-unionised Specialist 
Building Products group. 

On the picket line last week 
there was a determination not  
to be bullied into accepting a 
bad deal. Strikers were also 
wholeheartedly in agreement 
with the headline, “Unions 
should be as brave as workers,” 
in last week’s Socialist Worker.

Strikers were delighted—if 
surprised—that among their 
local union and trades council 
messages of support was one 
from the glassblowers’ union 
of Argentina! 

Action is planned for 7, 14, 
21 and 28 June.
Richard Bradbury
lSend messages of support to 
berryjohn7@aol.com

CINEMA WORKERS

Workers want what they’re owed    Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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 DEATH TOLL AT  
 BORDER GROWS
by DAVE SEWELL

DAYS BEFORE the elec-
t ion  Br i ta in’s  border 
controls killed again. Kim, a 
Vietnamese refugee, killed 
himself in a French hospital 
last Wednesday.

He had been stuck in a 
camp at Angres, near Lens, 
where refugees try to jump 
into the back of lorries to get 
into Britain.

Harsh government policies 
have removed any safe, legal 
route, forcing people to risk 
their lives.

Kim is the fourth known 
death at Britain’s border with 
France this year. Two people 
died in road accidents and a 
third was electrocuted on the 
roof of a train.

Solitude
Local campaign Migrants 
Fraternity Collective pointed 
to “the solitude of migrants, 
whether in hospital or in 
prison”.

Its collection for Kim’s 
funeral expenses raised 
£1,300 by Tuesday—a 
reminder of the solidar-
ity that exists despite racist 
scapegoating.

Elsewhere the border 
claims even more lives.

At least 44 people died 
in Africa’s Sahara desert in 
Niger last week, including 
children. 

Survivors said they died of 

thirst trying to reach Europe.
The refugees, mostly from 

Nigeria and Ghana, were on 
their way to Libya.

Most sub-Saharan African 
refugees have to cross the 
desert before reaching the 

Mediterranean crossing to 
Europe. No one knows how 
many die there.

The deaths in Niger were 
only reported because six  
refugees survived to reach 
the town of Agadez. 

In the barren Sahara they 
could have disappeared with-
out a trace.

For those who survive the 
desert, the rise in mass drown-
ings in the Mediterranean 
Sea offers l i t t le hope.

The estimated death rate 
on the crossing soared to  
2.3 percent in this year so far. 

It was 1.2 percent in the 
first five months of last year.

No one should have to risk 
their lives to make a journey 
that could be done safely.

The deaths are inevitable 
consequences of attempts by 
European governments and 
the European Union (EU) to 
block refugees from Europe.

Deport
Britain’s Tories have been at 
the forefront. David Cameron 
was among the key movers 
of an EU deal with Turkey to 
deport refugees from Greece. 

Britain takes part in EU 
and Nato operations to stop 
refugees leaving Libya.

The Italian government is 
also leading a push to extend 
the operations’ reach into 
Niger.

Stand Up To Racism has 
called for a day of post-
election mobilisations on 
Saturday, including demands 
to welcome refugees.

HARSH BORDER controls by European governments have caused a rise in refugee deaths at sea and in the desert

FIGHTING THE CUTS

 Defiant jobcentre workers take on closures with a strike in Sheffield
by NICK CLARK

THE GENERAL election 
has not stopped workers 
from taking up the 
fight for their rights—
and that must continue 
whatever the result. 

Jobcentre workers in 
Sheffield led the fight 
against civil service office 
closures with a strike 
on Friday of last week. 

Members of the PCS 
union at the Sheffield 
Eastern Avenue jobcentre 
walked out against 
the planned closure 
of their office. 

It is one of 78 offices 
earmarked for closure by 

the Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP).

Striker Clare Goonan 
told Socialist Worker that 
the closure will make life 
harder and put benefit 
claimants at greater risk 
of being sanctioned.

“The main people to 
be affected by the closure 
are the customers who 
will no longer receive a 
local service in walking 
distance from most of 
their homes,” she said.

“Some of our customers 

are unable to use 
public transport due to 
health conditions.”

Workers will also 
have to travel further to 
reach the office they’re 
transferred to—meaning 
“extra time and cost added 

to their working week”.
The strike was a big 

success, with 70 out 
of 75 workers at the 
jobcentre refusing to 
work and up to 50 people 
on the picket line.

The strikers also 
had support from 
Disabled People Against 
Cuts campaigners.

Supporters from 
other jobcentres and 
DWP offices threatened 
with closure joined the 
picket line—showing the 
potential to build the 
fight across the DWP.

The Eastern Avenue 
workers are set to step up 
their fight with a  
week-long strike beginning 

next Monday. But if their 
battle against closure 
is to be successful, they 
cannot fight alone.

Office closures in the 
DWP and HM Revenue 
and Customs could 
mean mass job losses 
across the civil service. 

Strong local campaigns 
to save offices have to 
grow into strikes such as 
the one at Eastern Avenue. 

Crucially there have 
to be coordinated strikes 
across the civil service 
to stop office closures 
and job losses. 

Whatever the 
result of the election, 
workers’ struggle must 
and will continue.

Strikers on the picket line in Sheffield

On other pages...
Don’t blame migrants for low 
pay >>Page 10&11



  BACK
 CORBYN
 VOTE
 LABOUR
BUILD THE RESISTANCE

VOTE LEFT IN SCOTLAND
20,000 march for independence in Glasgow >>Page 7 
Scottish National Party plan to privatise teacher training >>Page 7

£1  |  No 2557E  |  6-8 June 2017  | socialistworker.co.uk  

NASTY PARTY

Tories’ campaign 
is incompetent 
but vicious
THE TORIES have fought the 
election by playing on people’s 
fears. They have pushed the 
most reactionary policies. 

That strategy doesn’t 
guarantee their success. 

Combined with May’s 
evasiveness, robotic speeches 
and refusal to debate there 
has been panic in the Tory 
high command.
>>Page 4E

MIGRANT WORKERS

‘Don't blame us 
for low pay,' say 
LSE strikers
POLITICIANS ACROSS the 
spectrum, from the Tories 
to Labour, accept the 
myth that migrants are to 
blame for lower wages.

But there’s no evidence 
that migration has a negative 
impact. Striking migrant 
workers at the London 
School of Economics say 
they’re pushing wages up.
>>Pages 10&11

LABOUR

Jeremy Corbyn 
gains support 
among workers 
JEREMY CORBYN has 
promised to break with 
Theresa May’s policies of 
austerity, racism and war.

This radical, socialist 
message has put a firm 
dividing line between the 
main parties—and is inspiring 
working class people.
>>Page 2E
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 CORBYN  
 GAINS  
 SUPPORT  
 AMONG  
 WORKERS  
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

JEREMY CORBYN has promised 
to break with Theresa May’s poli-
cies of austerity, racism and war. 

This radical, socialist message has 
put a firm dividing line between the 
main parties—and is inspiring work-
ing class people to take action and 
get behind Labour.

Rahat Khan, who lives in the 
Labour-held marginal constituency 
of Halifax, joined the party because 
of Corbyn.

“In years gone by there wasn’t 
a lot of difference between Labour 
and the Tories,” he explained to 
Socialist Worker.

“But Jeremy Corbyn talks about 
fairness and justice”.

People are angry at Tory auster-
ity, from hospital closures to schools 
funding cuts and the lack of decent 
housing.

Corbyn’s turn towards a more 
insurgent campaign has helped rally 
many people who are outraged by 
the cuts around Labour.  

Voter
Bunmi is an occupational therapist 
at Homerton University Hospital in 
east London and first-time Labour 
voter. 

She told Socialist Worker, “I enjoy 
caring for people and want to con-
tinue doing that, but there’s a lot of 
pressures and blame culture.

“I just don’t want the health ser-
vice to become like the 
American one.” 

The brutality of 
May’s plans were 
revealed with the 
“dement i a  t ax ” 
which would force 
older people to 
pay even more for 
care at home. 

T h e  T o r i e s 
h a v e  a l r e a d y 
d e c i m a t e d 
social care ser-
vices across the  
board. 

As Katherine, 
another  hea l th 
w o r k e r ,  t o l d 

Socialist Worker, “There have been 
big cuts to social care services, which 
means that patients have to stay in 
hospital a lot longer than they need 
to—but Jeremy Corbyn supports 
public services.” 

Patrick Hunter is a Unison union 
member and housing worker in the 
north London borough of Barnet, 
which has been a guinea pig for Tory 
privatisation. 

“We keep being told that we’re 
the fifth richest country in the 
world, but we have an increasing 
number of people on the streets,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 

“I want a Labour govern-
ment that’s going to build council 
housing.”

Corbyn’s long-standing opposi-
tion to war has also gained him  
further support. For Rahat it’s 
important that he’s “not a warmon-
ger and said he’s going to recognise 
Palestine”. 

The Tories and their friends in the 
right wing media have gone all out 
to try and discredit Corbyn. 

Emma, a university student, joined 
a 100-strong protest outside the 
BBC in central London last Friday. 
“It’s ridiculous they won’t play  
      the Liar, Liar song, but 

that’s small compared 
to the bias against 
Corbyn,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

An election win for 
May will boost every  
bullying boss and 

Trump-support ing 
bigot. 

But despite the 
right’s attempts 
Corbyn’s mes-
sage is getting 
through. 

W e  h a v e 
to vote for 
L a b o u r  i n 
England and 
Wales—a win 
for  Corbyn 
w i l l  b o o s t 
working class 
p e o p l e  t o  
fight for a dif-
ferent sort of 
society.

CROWDS WELCOME Jeremy Corbyn to a BBC Question Time in York last week Picture: Neil terry 

 It’s the rich who have a ‘magic  
 money tree’---and it needs shaking
THERESA MAY lectured a nurse 
suffering under the Tories’ 
public sector pay freeze on BBC 
Question Time last week. “There 
isn’t a magic money tree that 
we can shake that suddenly 
provides what people want,” the 
prime minister condescendingly 
claimed. 

But the Tories have done 
exactly that when giving away 
money to bankers, bosses and 
their super wealthy friends. 

By 2021, their latest giveaways 
alone will have allowed the rich 
to snatch £70 billion more.

One of Philip Hammond’s first 
acts as chancellor was to slash 
corporation tax to just 19 percent. 

It’s the fifth time the tax on big 
business has been cut since the 
Tories took office in 2010—and 
shows May is firmly on the side 
of the bosses. 

It amounts to a giveaway of 
£63.8 billion to big business.

A further £800 million goes 
with their capital gains tax 
changes for big business deals. 

The Tories have shown they 
care more about dead rich 

people than working class 
people.

While the Tories’ “dementia 
tax” would force elderly people to 
pay more for social care, they’ve 
pushed through an inheritance 
tax cut worth £3.6 billion. 

That’s on top of the wealth 

that big business and wealthy 
individuals already have, revealed 
in the Sunday Times Rich List 
last month. 

Despite austerity and a sharp 
fall in real wages for workers, the 
rich have become richer since 
the global crash. 

In 2009 the richest 1,000 
people and their families had 
a total wealth of £258 billion—
that wealth has now more than 
doubled to £658 billion.

That’s why the rich attack 
Jeremy Corbyn when he argues 
for raising corporation tax to  
26 percent—still lower than the 
28 percent under the last Labour 
government. 

He is right to argue for raising 
taxes on corporations and the 
rich—but the elite’s money tree 
needs more than pruning.

Britain now has more than 
134 billionaires—the highest 
number there has ever been in 
its history. 

Taking that wealth off them 
could pay for a better standard of 
living for working class people for 
years to come.Patrick Hunter
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK
 People hold big rallies to  
 fight to defend the NHS
THOUSANDS of 
people have rallied 
in support of the 
NHS in the last 
week, showing their 
outrage at the Tories’ 
attacks. 

Up to 4,000 people 
joined a Labour 
Party rally for the 
NHS in Bristol last 
Wednesday. Labour’s 
shadow health 
secretary John 
Ashworth spoke at 
the event. 

He pledged more 
funding for the 
NHS and said that 
Labour would end 
privatisation, to 
massive applause 
from the crowd. 

Thousands 
marched through 
Canterbury and 
hundreds more 
through Colchester in 
Essex last Saturday.

In Canterbury 
health bosses are 
threatening to 
“downgrade” the 
city’s hospital. 

Health campaigner 
Ken Rogers said, 
“We fear that the 
Kent & Canterbury 
hospital might be 
downgraded once 
again to a cottage 
hospital. They tried 

it in 2000 but we 
successfully fought 
against it and won in 
2002.” 

Throughout 
the march people 
chanted, “Don’t 
slash, don’t trash, 
don’t privatise our 
NHS.” By carving 
up England into 44 
“footprints”, the 
Tories’ Sustainability 
and Transformation 
Plans (STPs) aim to 
cut £22 billion by 
2020-21.

That’s why it’s 
important that 
Labour has said 
it will declare a 
moratorium on STPs.

But worryingly 

Ashworth also 
said Labour’s 
popular pledge to 
“renationalise” the 
health service could 
mean having the 
NHS as a “preferred 
bidder”. 

There’s no need 
to rely on private 
companies—all 
services should be 
provided in-house 
and the internal 
market should be 
abolished. 

The NHS crisis 
underlines why we 
have to vote Labour 
this Thursday, but 
we also need to be 
prepared to fight the 
privateers’ attacks.

On the march in Canterbury

 Pledge for disabled people
LABOUR launched its 
disability manifesto 
last week and is the 
only party to clearly 
support a social model 
of disability. 

It recognises that 
people are disabled by 
society through lack of 
access and resources.

Labour’s pledges 

includes scrapping 
the punitive sanctions 
system, abolishing 
the Personal 
Independence 
Payment assessments 
and reversing cuts to 
benefits.

Jeremy Corbyn 
said, “Labour will 
ensure that disabled 

people and people 
with mental health 
conditions have access 
to support they need.”

The Tories’ austerity 
policies have pushed 
more disabled people 
into poverty after 
being denied benefits 
or having their  
support cut.

WHAT WE THINK

WE’LL NEED STRUGGLE TO 
STOP BOSSES’ SABOTAGE

 S
OCIALIST Worker 
urges all its readers in 
England and Wales to 
back Jeremy Corbyn and 
vote Labour.

In the hours left of the election 
campaign, we call on everyone 
to argue for the biggest possible 
Labour vote.

Let’s drive out Theresa May’s 
regime of austerity, racism and war. 

In Scotland the picture is 
more complex. That’s because 
of Scottish Labour’s right wing 
leadership, its opposition to 
independence, and the existence 
of the Scottish National Party.

We urge a vote for the left 
candidate best able to advance the 
fight for change. 

If Corbyn becomes prime 
minister, it would be a fantastic 
rejection of decades of neoliberal 
assaults on working class people. 

It could be a spur to the 
struggles in the workplaces and 
on the streets. It can reverse the 
sense that our side are battered all 
the time while the Tories get away 
with murder. 

That’s why our rulers fear it.

Smile
Every activist, and the millions 
who have backed Corbyn, would 
go into work or college on Friday 
morning with a smile on their face.

Every racist, Sun-lover and Tory 
supporter would feel crushed.

Imagine the delight of hearing 
May explain why she called a snap 
general election—and managed to 
lose a 20 percent lead in the polls.

But we also know that a 
Corbyn win would be far from the 
end of struggle.

Corbyn would be surrounded 
by Labour MPs who have 
repeatedly tried to remove him 
as leader. Some of them were 
sniping right up to the end of this 
campaign.

He would face the relentless 
opposition of the overwhelmingly 
hostile media.

The Tories would encourage 
sabotage by their backers. Most 
importantly, the bosses and the 
bankers will spurn any suggestion 
that the election has changed 
anything. 

They will use their economic 
power to try to hold on to their 
privileges and their cash. 

This has happened to every 
previous Labour government.

It’s what happened when the 
Labour-type social democrat 

Francois Hollande was elected 
French president in 2012.  After 
a brief period of reforms he was 
assailed by the bond markets. 

He collapsed into pro-business, 
anti-worker “reforms” and further 
racist laws.

In Greece, Syriza was elected 
in January 2015 as the hope of a 
continent that wanted an end to 
austerity.

It pushed through some 
reforms but crumbled in the face 
of the power of the European 
Union, the International Monetary 
Fund and the Greek bosses.

Don’t forget what the then 
Chief of the Defence Staff, 
Sir Nicholas Houghton, said about 
Corbyn’s statement that he would 
not authorise the use of nuclear 
weapons. “It would worry me if 
that thought was translated into 
power,” he said.

Threat 
This is the threat from the police, 
armed forces and spooks that 
will seek to bend Corbyn to their 
will—or break him. 

None of this means it’s 
worthless to vote for Labour. 

But it means that if Corbyn 
is elected the real struggles will 
be fought in the streets and the 
workplaces.

Only a movement of protests 
and strikes can beat back the right 
and hold Labour to its pledges. 

That means building a 
movement independent of Labour, 
and a revolutionary socialist 
party focused on struggle outside 
parliament.

We will support Corbyn against 
the right, and fight against austerity, 
racism, war, police violence and 
climate change.  

We want an end to capitalism 
and are battling for socialism. 

If you agree with us, then join 
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP). 

Every racist, 
Sun-lover and 
Tory would feel 
crushed if Corbyn 
was victorious

‘‘ 

Socialist Worker  7 June 2017

10,000 out in Gateshead
SOME 10,000 people 
turned out in the 
pouring rain to see 
Jeremy Corbyn speak 
in Gateshead on 
Monday.

The rally was one 
of the biggest of 
Corbyn’s election 
campaign so far.

The huge crowd 
spilled over into the 
adjoining car park as 
people turned out to 
the rally long before 
Corbyn was due to 
speak. 

People whooped, 
cheered and chanted 
before, during and 
after Corbyn’s speech.

NHS care worker 
Alice told Socialist 
Worker, “I could barely 
see Corbyn as there 
were so many people.

“The atmosphere 
was really positive 
despite the rain.

“There was a 
real mix of people 
there, not just young 
students or the usual 
faces.

“There were people 
there with their 
children, the bloke 
behind me was an 
electrician in a high-
vis jacket who must 
have just left work. 

“Just loads of 

ordinary people who’d 
come to see Corbyn.”

Corbyn made fun 
of commentators 
who sneer at the 
idea of big rallies, 
and who say people 
at the rallies “don’t 
understand” politics.

He called on people 
to use the final days 
of campaigning to 
build the “popular 
movement”.

“In these three days 
left, don’t just knock 
on doors. 

“It’s about framing 
the debate.”
For a longer version go 
to bit.ly/2qSonCd

General Sir Nick Houghton 
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Nasty party’s 
campaign is 
incompetent 
but vicious  
The Tories have fought the election 
by playing on people’s fears. But 
the strategy doesn’t guarantee their 
success, writes Alistair Farrow 
THE TORIES’ election campaign 
has pushed the most reactionary 
policies. But it has also been a 
mixture of incompetence and fear.

Beginning with a lead of more 
than 20 percent over Labour in the 
polls, the gap has narrowed sharply.

The disastrous Tory manifesto 
saw Theresa May’s ratings slump. 

Combined with her evasiveness, 
robotic speeches and refusal to 
debate there has been panic in the 
Tory high command.

May said she wanted to meet 
voters, but her campaign “events” 
have been designed to minimise 
the chance of meeting anyone who 
might challenge her. 

But whenever possible people 
have come out to hound the Tories 
and demonstrate against them. 

The Financial Times newspaper 
wrote last weekend, “Polls suggest 
the more people see of Mrs May, the 
less popular she becomes. 

“Some Tories claim the campaign 
has exposed not so much the prime 
minister’s hidden depths, as her 
hidden shallows. ‘The Empress has 
no clothes,’ says one senior Tory MP 
who backed her in last year’s Tory 
leadership contest.”

Improve
If May doesn’t significantly improve 
on the Tory majority at the last 
election there will be open civil war 
within the party.

The pro-European Union (EU) 
wing of the party smells blood. They 
see a chance to either mitigate or 
even reverse Britain’s exit from the 
EU, staying in the bosses’ single 
market at any cost.

Former chancellor George 
Osborne, now editor of the Evening 
Standard newspaper, has published 
scathing front pages attacking May. 

Its first issue under his editorship 
attacked her campaign as “little more 
than a slogan” over Brexit, which he 
called “an historic mistake”.

As they come under pressure 
from the campaign for Jeremy 
Corbyn, the Tories are increasingly 

falling back on their staple diet of 
racism and myths about the need 
for nuclear weaponry. 

Last week May attacked migrant 
workers saying, “Too high uncon-
trolled migration puts pressure on 
our public services”. There’s no evi-
dence whatsoever for her claim.

And the Tories have seized 
on recent horrific attacks in 
Manchester and London to push 
their Islamophobia. 

But it gives no guarantee of their 
success.

The “dementia tax” as well as the 
attacks on pensions and the winter 
fuel allowance showed that they 
can’t even successfully reach out to 
one of their key target groups. 

And, not content with con-
tradicting the party’s manifesto 
once, defence secretary Michael 
Fallon declared that the Tories 
would “absolutely” not raise income 
tax. 

But the next day May refused to 
back Fallon up. “Our position on 
tax has not changed,” she said. “We 
have set it out in the manifesto.”

The Tory campaign has been far-
cical, but it has also been vicious—
giving a taste of the racist onslaught 
we’ll see if Theresa May wins. 

They are in trouble and the final 
days of the election campaign will 
be crucial. 

BACK STORY
Theresa May called the election 
for 8 June
lInitially The Tories were a long 
way ahead in the opinion polls
lThe campaign focused on 
keeping Theresa May away 
form ordinary people and 
even keeping her contact with 
journalists to a minimum
lAfter U-turns and ridicule 
the Tory campaign has moved 
even further to the right over 
immigration and fighting 
terrorism 

Is Corbyn effect too late for Scotland? 
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

THE SCOTTISH National 
Party (SNP) is set to return to 
Westminster as easily the largest 
party in Scotland. 

A repeat of its 2015 landslide 
is unlikely, but most estimates 
see it retaining 40 to 50 seats 
which would be a convincing 
win.

The Tories are predicted to 
make gains, most likely in the 
north east, Borders and possibly 
in Edinburgh or Perth. 

The party is hoping to 
continue to galvanise voters 
who are opposed to a second 
independence referendum.

In the past two weeks the 
Labour Party has recovered from 

its miserable poll ratings  
and in one poll was neck and 
neck with the Tories on 25 
percent.

Jeremy Corbyn’s left wing 
manifesto is the most likely 
cause of this surge in support, 
reflecting shifts across Britain as 
polls narrowed ahead of 8 June. 

He has given people a reason 
to vote Labour again.

Scottish Labour leader Kezia 
Dugdale, an outspoken critic of 
Corbyn, now claims she “never 
needed convincing” about her 
party’s British leader.

That’s very hard to believe and 
the likelihood of Labour winning 
many more seats than the one it 
currently has still looks slim.
>>>For more see page 7

Minister wants to kill off council housing 
HAPLESS TORY housing minister 
Gavin Barwell let the mask slip 
on Saturday. He revealed the 
Tories’ manifesto promise to build 
more “affordable” housing did not 
include any council housing. 

Theresa May promised “a 
constant supply of new homes for 
social rent” and that the Tories 
would build “a new generation of 
homes for social rent”. 

When asked if the Tories’ “new 
generation” of “social rents” would 
include council tenancies, Barwell 
replied, “No, I think the idea is that 
they are what you’d call affordable 

rents in housing terminology, but 
they are social housing”.

“Affordable” rents are set at  
80 percent of market rent, which 
is completely unaffordable for the 
vast majority of people. And the 
definition of “affordable” housing 
includes the Tories’ infamous 
“starter homes” which cost as 
much as £450,000. 

The Tories have hammered 
funding for housing since they 
came into office in 2010 when 
then-chancellor George Osborne 
stopped funding social rents 
through government programmes.

PHILIP HAMMOND with a clear message 

Dugdale and Corbyn

Gavin Barwell
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