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RAGE AFTER GRENFELL MASS MURDER
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PEOPLE MARCHED in Kensington towards Grenfell Tower last Friday
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

What some of the Tories have
said on some of the issues
thrown up by the Grenfell fire

‘Get stuffed’

Boris Johnson defends fire
cuts in 2013

‘We don’t support
the proposals
to seize private
property’
Downing Street official
responds to Jeremy Corbyn’s
proposals to house people in
the empty homes of the rich

‘Will kill off the
health and safety
culture for good’
David Cameron makes a
promise in 2013

‘No comment’
Gavin Barwell responds to the
Grenfell Tower fire

‘We have
responded
correctly and
appropriately’
Chancellor Philip Hammond
on the report into tower block
fire safety that has not been
reviewed for four years

‘Look coolly at
this situation
and try not to be
theatrical’
Michael Gove’s reply to
presenter Piers Morgan

‘I didn’t consider
retro-fitting
sprinklers’
Nicholas Paget-Brown, council
boss at Kensington and
Chelsea

GRENFELL TOWER FIRE

The Tories and council keep
failing—we demand change
THE GRENFELL Tower
fire showed the Tories’
contempt for working class
people.
They have left survivors,
grieving friends and relatives
to fend for themselves.
Days after the fire,
anti-social behaviour orders
were hand delivered to
tenants at a nearby block.
And before the fire two
women who raised safety
concerns were threatened
with legal action.
Kensington and Chelsea’s
Tory council leader Nicholas
Paget-Brown has now said
that tenants didn’t want
sprinklers because it would
cause disruption.
But Andrea Newton, vice
chair of the Grenfell Tower
residents’ association, told a
crowd on Monday, “I don’t
remember the consultation
where we were given that
option.”

Dead

Paget-Brown has done nothing apart from cover his own
back.
Authorities announced on
Monday that the number of
people dead is estimated to
be 79.
Zana Pazeraite is a worker
from the school at the base of
Grenfell Tower. “One family
I know has been completely
wiped out,” she said.
She told Socialist Worker,
“Two women were working

consider
them as
intentionally homeless.
Where
is
the
justice? Theresa May must
go.”
We need to demand justice
for the victims of Grenfell.
We should requisition the
empty homes of the rich to
house people displaced by
the fire.

Sprinklers

TRIBUTES FOR Grenfell residents who died and who are missing

with me. After the incident I
found out that one of them
was in hospital.
“I found my other colleague’s picture attached to
the mural wall where people
leave messages about the
missing.”
It’s likely that the real
figure of the dead will never
be known.
Undocumented migrants
will not want to come forward to report deaths if
they fear that they may be
deported as a result.
A central demand of the
campaign for justice must
be the right for any undocumented migrants to have the
right to stay here.
People are reportedly

being displaced as far away
as Preston. This is all while
some 1,400 houses and flats
lie empty across the borough.
“Theresa May promised to
rehouse those who lost their
homes in fire in the area, but
now they sending people as
far as Peterborough,” said
Zana.
“If they don’t take what
they are being offered, the
council will

Fire audits are needed now,
along with sprinklers fitted in
all tower blocks.
The rich should be taxed
to pay for these upgrades,
repairs and maintenance of
council housing.
Our lives must be put
before the bosses’ interests
and profits.
Saturday’s March for
Homes demonstration can
pull all these demands
together.
Working class people
should not have to fall asleep
with the fear they may not
wake up because of their
landlord’s greed.

Council leader Nicholas Paget-Brown

How many more Grenfells could there be?
THE FLAMMABLE cladding
used on Grenfell is being
used on some 30,000
buildings across Britain.
The Tories have ordered
inspections of social
housing.
That’s not enough—
any building with that
material on it should have
it stripped off.
Yasmin from Camden,
north London, came to
Grenfell to volunteer
to help survivors last
Saturday. “The block of
flats opposite my house
is covered in exactly the
same material,” she told
Socialist Worker. “How
many more are there?”
Michael Carlish, a
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construction project
manager, organised
the refurbishment of
Charecroft Estate in
Hammersmith and Fulham.
A similar material was
used on window frames
then, resulting in a fire.
“It’s not within the
imagination of the people
carrying out the risk
assessments that the panel
can come away and expose
the flammable materials,”
said Carlish.
New evidence shows the
Kensington and Chelsea
Tenant Management
Organisation that managed
Grenfell Tower did not
report faults.
When he was minister
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for local government
Eric Pickles asked local
authorities to consider
installing sprinklers in
tower blocks. It should
have been an order.
Many people who died
in Grenfell would be
alive for the sake of the
cost of a new sprinkler
system—£200,000.
One firefighter told
Socialist Worker, “The
strategy in a tower block is
simple. The walls and the
ceiling in each flat should
contain the fire for
60 minutes. The scale of
the loss of life at Grenfell
was completely avoidable.
“Those responsible must
answer for it.”

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW

ISLAMOPHOBIA

Racist
terror at
mosque

A WHITE van ploughed
through a group of
worshippers outside the
Muslim Welfare House
mosque in Finsbury Park,
north London, on Monday.
An eyewitness said the
driver shouted, “I want to
kill all Muslims.”
One Muslim man was
killed and a further ten
were injured in what
police are treating as a
“terrorist attack.” Darren
Osborne, a 47 year old
man from Pentwyn,
Cardiff, has been arrested
on suspicion of murder.
Eyewitness Abdul
from north London told
Socialist Worker, “There
were lots of people about
because of Ramadan, it
was a sort of break in
between prayers.

Hypocritically

“There was panic and
confusion with people
screaming and shouting.”
The Tories have
hypocritically condemned
the attack, with Theresa
May calling it a “terrible
incident”.
May also said
Islamophobia was a form
of extremism.
But the Tories and
right wing newspapers
that whip up racism
against Muslims bear
responsibility for this
attack.
This fuels attacks
against Muslims on the
streets. It can add up to
an atmosphere of terror.
This racism must be
challenged.
For a longer version go to
bit.ly/2sP1IuS

FIGURE IT OUT

£369 million

the cost of the ten-year
refit of Buckingham
Palace which MPs voted
through last year. The
queen’s allowance will rise
by 66 percent to fund it

£200,000

the cost of installing
a sprinkler system at
Grenfell Tower. It was
never installed

£5,500

the amount the
government has said
Grenfell survivors will
receive

Socialist Worker

After Grenfell---tear the
head off a rotten system
and union leaders could do a great
deal more. Let’s build more furious
marches like the ones we saw in
London last week, and link Grenfell
to all the other areas of struggle.
But the greatest opportunity is for
Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party to call
the actions to finish off May.
The general election showed an
enthusiastic loyalty among millions
to Corbyn.
A call from him for a demonstration remembering the dead and fighting for the living would produce a
huge effect.

by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE FIRE AT Grenfell Tower has
become such a focus not just
because of the appalling loss of
life. It sums up everything that is
wrong in Britain.
It is about gross inequality, the
remoteness of the political elite
and social cleansing from rich
neighbourhoods.
It’s about the racism that further
shapes how the poor are treated, the
bitter results of austerity—and class.
It has highlighted greedy developers, a system that says business can
let rip and sweep away, and a council
that abandons its ordinary residents.
The fire has become central and
potentially transforming because
people are fighting back.
Instead of “dignified” silence and
acceptance residents and their supporters have chosen the dignity of
struggle for justice.
Kensington and Chelsea council
saved £2 a square metre by choosing
cladding that is banned in the US and
Germany because it is so flammable.
Our social system encourages this
sort of mindset.
And that cladding was also chosen
partly to make the tower more pleasing to the eyes of the local rich.

Stoppages

Connected

Those responsible must pay. After
every terror incident that the media
and authorities link to Muslims, the
police smash down doors and drag off
those they deem potentially connected.
It is probable that more people
died in Grenfell than in all the
terror incidents in Britain in the last
15 years. But nobody is hustled off
for questioning.
They should be rounding up
the Tory cabinet ministers and
MPs who made the life-destroying
cuts.
They should arrest the suited

A DESPERATE search for loved ones

money men who saw the area as just
a chance to make profit. Chancellor
Philip Hammond has said the cladding used at Grenfell was illegal for
such a building.
Why has nobody been arrested?
A man who posted pictures on
Facebook of a body was jailed within
24 hours for three months. Will any of
the real culprits face such treatment?

Picture: Guy Smallman

There are dozens of practical campaigning steps that can be taken.
Demanding sprinklers on all tower
blocks, rigorous safety audits, immediate imposition of proper building
regulations.
But this murderous incident
demands more. It should end Theresa
May’s tottering regime.
Every activist can do something,

And when even the Labour right
are calling for the requisitioning of
homes, why can’t Corbyn call for
work stoppages? The Tories must not
be allowed to escape.
It is right to seek out ways to
pressure May in parliament and
increase the Tories’ crisis through
such methods.  
But this is no time for limiting the
struggle to conventional parliamentary political moves. It’s time to tear
the head off the system.
Corbyn was right to say that people
displaced from Grenfell should be able
to occupy the empty homes hoarded
by the rich. We need radical measures
to win decent housing for all.
Grenfell is not some great exception to capitalist rule. It is a particularly sharp example of business as
usual.
Our sorrow, rage and defiance
should be a spur to end the system
of class division that produced it.
We need to fight for a revolution
that takes power from the rich and
uses it democratically in a socialist
society. Avenging Grenfell means
fighting for revolution.



On other pages...

Contempt for poor people’s lives
goes right to the top >>Page 4
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UNION RESPONSE
Grenfell Tower
is a ‘crime scene’
GRENFELL IS an issue that
affects the whole working
class. It was discussed at
the Unison union’s local
government conference last
weekend.
Speaking on a housing
motion, John McLoughlin
said, “Theresa May and her
government should hang
their heads in shame.
“It has taken the avoidable
deaths of scores of working
class people to force social
housing up their political
agenda.
“We know that Grenfell
tenants’ concerns about
safety were ignored.
“This is corporate
manslaughter, this is murder.
“We should start with the
Tory ministers Brandon Lewis
and Gavin Barwell.

Collective

“This is about 30 years of
the Tories trying to destroy
council housing. They hate
it, they hate collective
responses, they want to get
rid of it.
“Now we have to make
sure proper safe housing
goes right the way up the
political agenda.
“We started quite rightly
with a minute’s silence but
we can’t go away from this
conference in silence. We
have to go away with anger,
and with rage.
“We want justice and we
want decent homes right
across Britain. Jeremy
Corbyn’s call for a million new
homes caught that spirit.
“May should be ashamed,
but she has no shame. She
won’t go of her own volition—
we have to drive May out.”
John was speaking for the
union’s local government
executive.
Unison’s statement on the
motion described Grenfell
Tower as “a crime scene”.

ON THE WEB

Read more on the Grenfell
fire at socialistworker.
co.uk/special/169/x
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Murderous contempt for poor
people’s lives goes to the top
TORY CONTEMPT for the poor
runs through the decisions that
led to the deaths in Grenfell
Tower.
A series of Tory housing ministers fought to stop developers and
landlords taking responsibility for
fire safety.
Gavin Barwell, now Theresa
May’s new chief of staff, was housing minister from July 2016 until
this month’s general election when
he lost his seat.
He and his predecessors—
Brandon Lewis and Kris Hopkins—
blocked a report warning of fire
risks in tower blocks for four years.
Also in the frame are former
local government and communities secretary Eric Pickles and his
successors.
Lewis staunchly opposed making
sprinklers compulsory. In a debate
in parliament in 2014, he admitted,
“Sprinklers work. We know that. No
one can deny it.
“They are an effective way of
controlling fires and of protecting
lives and property.”
But, he told MPs, “We believe
that it is the responsibility of the
fire industry, rather than the government, to market fire sprinkler
systems effectively and to encourage their wider installation.”

Profit

The reason was explicitly tied to
profit. Lewis said, “The cost of fitting a fire sprinkler system may
affect house building—something
we want to encourage—so we must
wait to see what impact that regulation has.”
The All-Party Parliamentary
Group (APPG) on Fire Safety and
Rescue “strongly recommended”
installing fire suppression systems and sprinklers in 4,000 tower
blocks.
It followed a coroner’s report
into a fire in Lakanal House in
Southwark, south London, that
killed six people in 2009.
The coroner found that panels
on the exterior of the block hadn’t
provided the necessary resistance to

fire, and that not enough fire risk
assessments had been carried out.
A BBC documentary revealed on
Monday of this week that the APPG
warned ministers that fire regulations were leaving people in tower
blocks at risk.
The group wrote to then Liberal
Democrat minister Stephen
Williams, “As there are estimated
to be another 4,000 older tower
blocks in the UK, without automatic
sprinkler protection, can we really
afford to wait for another tragedy
to occur”?
APPG chair and former firefighter
Jim Fitzpatrick said Lakanal House
should have been a “wake-up call”.
But, he added, “Four years later,
we’re still trying to get the government to undertake that review.
“You’d have to ask them why
they’ve sat on it for four years.”

SLASHER BORIS—cut fire
brigade when London mayor

AVOIDER MAY—prime minister
couldn’t even face the victims

DENIER JAVID—minister
refused to update regulations

BLAMER PAGET-BROWN—
tenants didn’t want sprinklers

SILENCER PICKLES—former
minister sat on crucial report

IN HIDING—former housing
minister won’t answer questions

Review

Eventually in 2015 Lib Dem junior
minister Stephen Williams said
the government would look at fire
safety rules—but not until the next
parliament.
The promised review—into
part B of the Building Regulations
2010—still hasn’t emerged.
The government says it would
take place “in due course”—eight
years after Lakanal House.
The drive of the government has
consistently been to remove regulations that protect people from corner-cutting bosses and landlords.
David Cameron’s “Red Tape
Challenge” boasted of having
scrapped or “improved” 84 percent
of health and safety regulations.
It claimed to have saved bosses
and councils £100 million a year by
making it “cheaper and easier” to
build.
Some £48.8 million of this came
from making the rules on building
inspections “less burdensome on
business”.
The Housing and Planning Act
2016 took another step in putting
business in charge of housing.
Labour put an amendment that
would compel landlords to make

homes “fit for human habitation”.
The Tories voted it down, including 72 MPs who are themselves private landlords—among them then
prime minister David Cameron.
Some ministers responsible for
the response to the Grenfell fire are
among them—communities and
local government secretary Sajid
Javid and fire minister Nick Hurd.
Lewis, now minister for immigration, is a landlord too.
New housing minister Alok

Sharma was an accountant for big
investment banks.
Another white paper on housing
was published in February, laying
out the direction of the next round
of government policy—yet faster
and cheaper building.
Local bosses and officials are
rightly under scrutiny for their role
in the Grenfell fire. But the charge
of murderous contempt for working
class people’s homes and lives goes
right to the top.

Racism versus solidarity
RACISM is a tried
and tested way of
deflecting people’s
anger. So some
newspapers focused
on Ethiopian refugee
Behailu Kebede,
whose fridge they
claim started the fire.
The Daily Mail
trawled social media
for photos of him
drinking, a method

familiar from the
media portrayals of
black people killed
by police.
Far right groups
attacked Muslims.
But survivors have
stressed the diversity
of their community—
and the role of
Muslims in helping
them.
Several residents

said Muslims, who
were awake for
Ramadan, saved
their lives by raising
the alarm.
One told reporters,
“If it wasn’t for all
these young Muslim
boys round here
helping us, coming
from mosques, more
people would have
been dead.”

THERE IS sorrow and anger in west London	

Picture: Guy Smallman

List that shames
Theresa May
SOME 18 members of Theresa
May’s government are private
landlords who voted against
forcing landlords to make
homes fit for human habitation.
They are:
•
Robert Buckland
•
Alun Cairns
•
Therese Coffey
•
Philip Dunne
•
George Eustice
•
John Glen
•
Robert Goodwill
•
Chris Grayling
•
Chris Heaton-Harris
•
Nick Hurd
•
Margot James
•
Sajid Javid
•
Brandon Lewis
•
Sarah Newton
•
Jesse Norman
•
Julian Smith
•
Mark Spencer
•
Ben Wallace
All remained in post as
Socialist Worker went to press.
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RESIDENTS SPEAK OUT

WHAT WE THINK

IT’S UP TO US TO FORCE
THERESA MAY OUT

Community halls quickly filled up with supplies brought aid

‘The poor live here, the rich
don’t give a crap about us’
MANY residents
in the local area
point the finger at
the council and the
leaders of Kensington
and Chelsea Tenant
Management
Organisation
(KCTMO), responsible
for social housing in
the borough.
Local resident and
activist Isis spoke to
Socialist Worker.
She has been
helping coordinate
volunteers to sort
and pack tons of
donations. She is also
vice chair of Grenfell
Action Group.
“This happened
because of the
incompetency of this
and previous Tory
regimes, particularly
at the council,” she
said.
“Tenants asked
for double glazing
but they were given
substandard cladding.
“So people were
basically trapped in
their flats, boxed in a
death trap.
“Emergency
services couldn’t
get access to the

block because of the
developments.
“The deaths are
at the hands of the
council and KCTMO.
They refused to hear
the voices of the
residents and act in
their best interests.
“They’ve acted
in the interests of
their Tory friends,
the bankers, the
developers and all the
capitalists who are
coming to this area
and trying to move us
out.”

Preventable

Daniel is a community
worker from the
area. He told
Socialist Worker,
“All of these deaths
were preventable.
This is either gross
negligence, at the very
least, or corporate
manslaughter.”
“But the council
and KCTMO should
be considered as
murderers—mass
murderers that
thought they could
play a game with
people’s lives and
they lost. But it wasn’t

them that lost—it’s
the people that are
dead.”
Local Nassime was
worried.
“I know a few
people in there that
no one knows about.
People say they are
missing, some say
they’re dead but we
just don’t know,” he
said.
“I’ve been told
there were gas pipes
fitted through the
fire escapes. It’s just
crazy.”
Mohammed from
Brent went to help.
He said, “I like the
fact that everyone is
working together as
one to help out.
“But it’s the poor
that tend to live in
these kinds of places
and the rich don’t give
a crap about us.”
Taiwo came to
donate. She lives in
Thamesmead.
She said, “If there’s
something you need
to do—if you were
meant to take care
of the building - and
you didn’t do it then I
blame you.”

‘That is murder—and
Tories should stay away’
A STONE’S throw
from Grenfell Tower,
local resident
Charlene made two
signs that she has
mounted outside her
block to express how
she was feeling.
“We, the people
demand justice,”
read one. The
other is directed at
Theresa May and
warned her to “stay
away”.
On Friday morning Charlene’s sign

a woman stopped in
her car to challenge
Charlene’s signs.
The woman in the
car, a Tory voter with
a Conservative party
logo on her steering
wheel, was swiftly
chased off by a dozen
locals.
Pointing to the
burned out shell of
the tower Charlene
told Socialist Worker,
“That is not a fire,
that is murder.”

R

AGE AT the murder of
working class people
at Grenfell Tower has
plunged the Tories
deeper into crisis.
The deaths have shown the
contempt the Tories and bosses
have for ordinary people. Furious
residents heckling Theresa May as
a “coward” will go down as one of
the death knells of her leadership
of the Tory party.
May is a zombie prime
minister at the head of a zombie
government—staffed by a party
on the brink of open civil war.
But, still reeling from a
shattering blow at the general
election, the Tories’ problems go
much deeper than that.
Taking a break from “making
calls” about a possible Tory
leadership bid, Brexit secretary
David Davis began negotiations
with the European Union (EU)
this Tuesday. He claimed the
two-year process got off to a
“promising start”.
Having pushed for a snap
general election to bolster the
Tories’ negotiating hand, Davis
is now a laughing stock among
Europe’s ruling class.
Until Tuesday Davis was still
holding out for parallel talks about

setting up a free trade agreement
for when Britain leaves the EU.
He had predicted that fighting
to get them would be the “row of
the summer”.
But Michel Barnier, the EU’s
chief negotiator, said he was “not
in the frame of mind to make
concessions”.
Davis swiftly agreed that talks
about future trade agreements
will only happen when the EU
decides “sufficient progress has
been made”.
For all their nationalist rhetoric
Davis and his Tory team folded.
Some “promising start”.
The EU goes to the heart of
the Tories’ problems because it
forces them to balance between

‘‘

May is a zombie
prime minister
sitting at the
head of a zombie
government

the two sources of their
support—big business and bigotry.
Their friends in the City of
London are desperate to remain
in the EU’s single market because
it protects their profits.
It’s based on a race to the
bottom across the EU and
restricts socialist policies such as
renationalisation of services and
industries.
But, hoping to chase right wing
Ukip votes, May came down on
the side of bigotry.
Her racist, nationalist vision
for Brexit includes both leaving
the single market and dumping
freedom of movement for migrants.
May’s decision papered over
the problem temporarily. Now it’s
back with a vengeance.
With no ready replacement,
the ruling class doesn’t want
to see May go straight away
because it could open the door
to a Jeremy Corbyn-led Labour
government.
The Tories won’t fall by
themselves. We have to take to
the streets and drive them out.
That way we can unite working
class people around a socialist,
anti-racist politics to fight for a
vision of a totally different society.

LET THE REFUGEES IN

T

HE DRIVER of a van from
Poland became the latest
victim of Britain’s border at
Calais early on Tuesday.
His vehicle caught fire after
crashing at a roadblock of
branches and rubble put up by
refugees trying to reach Britain.
Forcing lorries to stop with
these dangerous night-time
roadblocks offers refugees a
chance to jump in the back and
escape the hell of Calais.
It’s been less than a year after
the demolition of the “jungle”

shantytown. Now as many as 600
refugees again face homelessness
and repression at Calais because
they have nowhere else to go.
An extra 150 cops were
brought in this month.
Youssef from Eritrea told
French reporters, “I’ve been
limping for three days.
“Police teargassed me in the
face, they beat me all over my
body and on my knees. They
laughed as they hit me.”
Cops have also sought to
isolate the refugees by disrupting

meal distributions by charities,
shutting down shelters and
arresting volunteers.
This has driven people to
desperate measures.
At least four people have died
this year as a result—mowed
down on roads, electrocuted on a
train roof or by suicide in hospital.
The van driver makes five.
It’s an outrage to blame
refugees.
If the border was opened to let
them through safely, he would still
be alive.

Help keep up the insurgent campaign
Socialist Worker was proud to be part of the fantastic campaign
that shattered the Tories and saw Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour
confound the “experts” and the party’s right wing.
Our newspaper, website, placards, leaflets and badges were
everywhere.
Help us keep up the campaigning, the analysis and the news.
We need your donation. Donate online at bit.ly/2oqxpZL
Send a cheque payable to SW Appeal to PO Box 71327, London
SE11 9BW.
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ANTI-FASCISM

Thousands
block
Nazi EDL march
in Liverpool

ANTI-FAS
CIST protester
blocked the
s
fascist
English Defence
League
(EDL) from
Liverpool marching in
last Saturday
Around 2,000
.
people came
out to oppose
Their demo the EDL demo.
could only
muster at
gang of 60most a pathetic
fascists from
Britain.
across

>>Page 8

MIGRATION

‘Don’t blam
for low pay,’e us
LSE strike say
rs

POLITICIANS
ACROSS
spectrum
the
,
to Labour, from the Tories
myth that accept the
blame for migrants are to
lower wages.
But there’s
no evidence
for this.
And striking
migrant
workers at
School of the London
Economics
they’re pushing
say
wages up.
>>Page
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PALESTINE

The Six Day
that entren War
imperialismched

CORBYN’S

RALLIES

attracted

huge numbers

IT’S 50 years
invaded the since Israel
Palestinia remaining
n land it hadn’t
already robbed
The Six Day in 1948.
War in 1967
began Israel’s
occupatio
the West
n of
Bank,
East Jerusalem Gaza Strip,
and the Golan
Heights.
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GRENFELL TOWER FIRE

Socialist Worker

Boris’s cuts put us all at risk,
exhausted firefighters warn

Shameless
Tory council
won’t take
any blame
KENSINGTON AND Chelsea
council’s response to the murder
in Grenfell Tower has been
to avoid questions and evade
responsibility.
Tory Council leader Nick PagetBrown said last Thursday, “I’m not
the person to give you a straight
answer whether sprinkler systems
alone, retro-fitted into high rise
buildings, would be the solution.”
For local people the lack of a
straight answer, or solutions, is
nothing new. The council has a
history of treating ordinary people
with contempt.
In a separate interview
Paget‑Brown even blamed tenants
and residents for the lack of sprinklers. “There was not a collective
view that all the flats should be
fitted with sprinklers because that
would have delayed and made the
refurbishment of the block more
disruptive,” he said.
Councillors are more interested
in helping themselves than ordinary
people.

Sanitised

The council leased out North
Kensington public library for 25 years
in 2015 to the private Notting Hill
Prep School.
Pupils on its waiting list included
the two children of the borough’s lead councillor for housing
and deputy council leader, Rock
Feilding-Mellen.
Feilding-Mellen is also
spearheading a drive to push working class people out of the borough.
The council’s sanitised term for this
is the “decant policy”.
It refuses to guarantee that
people moved due to redevelopments will have the right to be
rehoused in them on the same or
similar tenancy. “There may be
some circumstances where this will
not be possible,” says the policy.
Theresa May reinforced this last
Wednesday. She said Grenfell survivors would be “rehoused in London
and as close as possible to home”.
That means grieving survivors
could be separated and scattered
across London—while nearby
luxury apartment blocks stand
empty.
The council has made Grenfell
Tower residents less safe.
A new academy school and leisure centre have been built on its

north and west sides. The sites
they were built on included a car
park where ambulances would
park during the annual Notting Hill
Carnival.
Last Wednesday fire engines
and emergency vehicles should
have been there. Instead they were
streets away.
The Grenfell Action Group (GAG)
was set up to oppose the building
plans. They were pushed through
anyway. That decision could mean
lives were lost unnecessarily.
In July 2013 GAG member
Francis O’Connor was instructed by
a solicitor to take the group’s blog
down. It said she had posted blogs
that had “in general been critical
of everything that takes place” on
the Lancaster West estate where
Grenfell Tower stands.
GAG was banned from communicating with councillors. Access to
the group’s blog was reportedly even
blocked on the council’s internet.
The group refused to take the
blog down. They have been brutally vindicated in their criticism of
the council.

Tory minister and former London mayor cut millions from capital’s fire budget, while telling
those who questioned his plans to ‘get stuffed’. Now austerity’s effects are there for all to see

KENSINGTON AND Chelsea
borough includes the richest
areas in the European Union
(EU), according to the EU’s
statistics office. They are twice
as wealthy as the runner up, the
Grand Duchy of Luxemburg.
The One Hyde Park
development in Knightsbridge
contains some of the world’s
most expensive flats. Each is
ten times the size of a one
bedroom flat in Grenfell Tower.
The Duke of Westminster
owns around 100 acres
of Belgravia.
The duke and duchess
of Cambridge moved into
a 20-room apartment in
Kensington Palace after a
£4.5 million renovation.
The four top bosses at
KCTMO, which managed
Grenfell Tower, are small
fry by comparison. But
they took home £650,000
between them last year. Chief
executive Robert Black’s
house is worth £1 million.

Snatched
CHELSEA HARBOUR—the rich love Kensington and Chelsea council and it loves them back

...and neither will the housing bosses
KENSINGTON AND Chelsea
Tenant Management
Organisation (KCTMO) is
responsible for maintaining
social housing in Kensington and
Chelsea. Its board members and
officers are directly responsible
for the deaths at Grenfell Tower.
In November 2016 the KCTMO
board of directors proposed that
it should increase “the frequency
of comprehensive Fire Risk
Assessment reviews”.
But Grenfell Tower hasn’t
been risk assessed since
December 2015, soon after the
refurbishment which saw lethal
cladding installed (see page 8).
A new heating system was
put in during the refurbishment.
In order to do that, fire safety
protection was temporarily
removed. Whether it was
reinstalled correctly has not
been confirmed.
The London Fire Brigade
(LFB) said that where “breaches
of fire safety legislation” pose
a “serious” risk it will provide

Billionaires’
playground

THE HORROR of Grenfell Tower
shone light on the savage cuts
to London Fire Brigade. And the
man responsible now sits in the
top layer of the Tory government.
During Tory Boris Johnson’s time
as London mayor more than £100
million was slashed from London
Fire Brigade’s budget. Over 550 firefighters were sacked.
Dave Shek is North West London
area secretary for the firefighters’
FBU union. “In Kensington and
Chelsea they’ve cut half the fire
cover,” he told Socialist Worker.
“There used to be eight fire
engines, now there’s four. They’ve
shut ten stations and scrapped 27
fire engines.”
Dave, like most people in London,
opposed the cuts in a public consultation. The cuts went through
anyway.
“When the vote went through,
Tories on the fire authority cheered
and banged on the table,” he said.
As London mayor last year,
Johnson insisted on removing
three west London fire engines. His
Greater London Assembly (GLA)
told the fire authority to “save”
£3.6 million between April last year
and March this year.

“formal enforcement notices”.
It issued seven notices in
Kensington and Chelsea this year
alone.
On 23 December 2015 KCTMO
was issued with an enforcement
notice after a fire ripped through
Adair Tower. The LFB ordered
KCTMO to improve access to
fire escape routes and install
self‑closing devices on all doors
in the block.
Thankfully no one died but
lessons were not learned.

Warned

Residents fleeing Grenfell on
Wednesday morning said they
could not hear a fire alarm. The
council was repeatedly warned
about the dangers at Grenfell.
The Grenfell Action Group
lists ten warnings, from 2013 to
this year, on its website.
The council ignored the
people whose deaths it is now
responsible for.
A 2009 independent review
into KCTMO found serious

problems with the way the body
treated residents’ concerns.
It was compiled by Local
Governance Ltd.
“It is noticeable how some
TMO staff have reverted back to
the original culture of ignoring
complaints,” the report said.
“Some residents are receiving
sub-standard services.”
Victims and local people are
being told to wait for answers
and more fire safety protection
until reviews and inquiries are
published. KCTMO said, “All our
focus is on supporting the rescue
and relief operation.
“The cause of the fire will be
fully investigated and we will
keep people informed.”
But the failings are there for
all to see—except KCTMO. In
July 2016 it deemed the fire
safety approach at Grenfell to be
so good it resolved to extend it
“to all major works projects”.
KCTMO has blood on its hands
and its officers must be held
responsible.

JARGON BUSTER
What is a TMO?
A TENANT Management
Organisation (TMO) manages
social homes. The legal structure
varies from a cooperative model
to a corporate one. KCTMO is
the latter.
KCTMO has a board of
directors, a series of officers
with specific responsibilities
and a layer of elected resident
representatives. It is also listed
as belonging to the national
federation of ALMOs.
ALMOs, introduced in 2002,
are designed to provide a
buffer between councils and
ordinary people to prevent real
accountability.
We’re told that ordinary
people can’t understand
complex housing policy.
The Grenfell fire shows the lie
in that argument.
Ordinary people knew the
risks. They told KCTMO and the
council about them. They were
ignored.

The authority had two plans to
choose from. “Option A” involved
“alternate crewing”. This is jargon
for reducing the crew on shift at certain stations so that only one engine
can be used at a time.
But “option B”—Johnson’s
favourite plan—involved scrapping 13 engines across the capital,
including the three in west London.
These had already been snatched
away by bosses to be used by scabs
in case of strikes.
There was a lengthy process of
meetings and a public consultation. A “substantial majority” of
the nearly 1,500 ordinary people
who responded wanted to keep the
fire engines and return them to the
stations.
But when the authority voted
for option A, Johnson ordered
the authority to choose option B.
Defying the order would mean
breaking the law.
Johnson said his decision was
based on “financial prudence”. In
other words, austerity was more
important than people’s safety.
It was all part of a bigger agenda.
Since 2010, the Tories have slashed
fire brigades’ budgets by about
30 percent across Britain. More
than 10,000 firefighters have been
sacked.
Despite the cuts, the first fire
crews arrived at Grenfell Tower

One Hyde Park—fitted with sprinklers?

TORIES AND the right wing press call firefighters ‘heroes’ while slashing their jobs

within six minutes of the first
emergency call. That’s the target
response time. But a Lancaster
University review found that, where
London fire stations have closed,
the fire brigade failed to meet the
target half of the time.
The average stood at seven minutes and 45 seconds in 2014-15—
the worst response time in 20 years.
One firefighter explained to
Socialist Worker, “The cuts mean
that people are less safe. We’re
short-handed.
“We used to ride with five people
on an engine. Now it’s four, and
I’ve heard some brigades have been
looking at three.”
That means when a crew arrives
at a scene they need backup before
they can enter a building.
Dave said, “Fire deaths have

gone up. It’s not rocket science—
if you take stuff away, you can’t
provide the same service. There isn’t
the same capability to deal with a
major incident.”
And worryingly more cuts are
coming. In London, Labour mayor
Sadiq Khan’s recent review said
the fire brigade should not be cut
further. But it said there are still
£23.5 million cuts from Johnson’s
time to come over the next three
years.
The review said the fire brigade
will have to look at the budget
“ambitiously and innovatively” to
avoid frontline cuts.
The real answer is to stop cutting
altogether. No more working class
lives can be put at risk. As one firefighter put it, “When the fire service
is cut, poor people suffer.”

Corbyn is right to demand
rich give up empty flats
JEREMY CORBYN and Labour are
right to demand that the rich’s
empty homes are seized for the
Grenfell survivors.
Even the Times newspaper
admitted there was a precedent
for this after the Second World
War.
What no one mentions is that
the state only acted after working
class people forced it to.
A mass movement of
squatters, led by the Communist
Party, took over empty homes.
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When police besieged
squatters from the Ivanhoe Hotel
in Bloomsbury, central London,
huge crowds of supporters threw
food up to the windows.
This revolt forced the
government’s hand.
Today Kensington and Chelsea
has 1,399 homes left idle by rich
owners.
That’s more than any other
London borough.
Those flats are ripe for the
taking.
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ANALYSIS
SIMON BASKETTER

Ideology that puts
profit first is failing
IT MAY be that health and safety is what kills off the
neoliberal consensus.
The media loved to bang on how “elf ’n’ safety” has gone
mad and red tape is a needless burden on business.
After Grenfell that noise is diminished. There is a
rearguard action to blame the Grenfell blaze on European
Union regulations. But it is thin gruel for the right.
Not that the Tories are totally against state intervention in
housing.
Ask Jacob Rees Mogg’s in-laws. Their ancestral pile, the
365-room Wentworth Woodhouse, was given a £7.6 million
restoration grant last year.
Then there’s the £369 million spent refurbishing
Buckingham Palace when we can’t find the £200,000 to put
sprinklers in flats a stone’s throw away.
But “we can’t live beyond our means” was the homely
explanation for why there are billions for weapons but not
enough care workers.
For decades it has been treated as simply daft to argue
against the idea that safety or public services were more
important than profit.
To give a simple bureaucratic example—in 2004
chancellor Gordon Brown commissioned Sir Phillip Hampton
to make regulation cost effective. His report, Reducing
Administrative Burdens, was clear and a success.
So in the decade to 2015 food hygiene and food standards
inspections fell by 15 percent and 35 percent.
There were over a third fewer prosecutions. National
prosecutions fell by 35 percent and local prosecutions by
60 percent.
The cuts to safety regulations weren’t an accident. They
were the consequence of a consensus in politics that what
was good for business was good for everyone.
Of course there never actually was a consensus. People
wanted less privatisation, less inequality, more fairness and
so on.

Erosion

But there’s been a gradual erosion of certainty even from
among those at the top and their paid ideologues.
The banking crisis of 2008 and the Great Recession that
followed dealt a severe blow to those who believed that this
was the best of all possible systems.
The stark reality of austerity compounded the fact that a
rising tide does nothing more than lift yachts.
While overall resistance has been weak, we have seen a
growing resentment and a view that something else should
be done.
That mood was symbolised by and has crystallised around
Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership of the Labour Party.
Around half the population consistently back public
ownership of the rail network, utilities and Royal Mail.
May’s faltering response to the Grenfell Tower disaster
intensifies the problems laid bare by her general election
campaign.
Now the Conservative Party says the large vote for Labour
means voters have had enough of “austerity”.
Top Tories are flitting about arguing that any attempt to
remove Theresa May “will usher in ‘a Marxist government”.
It’s the only argument they’ve got left.
However it is not all onwards and upwards. Nicholas
Macpherson, the permanent secretary to the Treasury under
three chancellors—Brown, Darling and Osborne—wrote
appropriately enough in the Financial Times newspaper last
week.
He explained that Osborne’s “trick” as chancellor was “to
talk tough while putting into practice a programme which
was admirably pragmatic and flexible.
“Whereas Ireland managed to reduce its gross public debt
from 86 to 75 percent of national income between 2010 and
2016, Britain’s public debt carried on rising from 76 to
89 percent,” he said. “In short, Britain never experienced
austerity”.
That is what mandarins really think.
But the genie is out of the bottle and our side needs to
push home the advantage.
The neoliberal consensus is fatally wounded. Action from
below can kill it off permanently and turn putting people
before profit from a slogan into a reality.

THE FIRE spread with terrifying speed across the face of the building

Picture: Guy Smallman

Bosses knew about worries
over combustible cladding
THE PRIME suspect for
why the Grenfell fire spread
so quickly is the cladding
used on the building after
a refurbishment.
Building firm Rydon was
responsible for a £10 million
refurbishment of Grenfell
Tower in 2014.
It subcontracted out the
cladding work to Harley
Curtain Wall Limited.
The sort of aluminium
composite material (ACM)
panels it installed were developed as a form of cheap cladding for buildings. ACM is
also potentially flammable.
A Royal Borough of
Kensington and Chelsea council planning document from
2014 shows that refurbishment plans originally detailed
zinc panel cladding for most
of the Grenfell building.
But another council document shows that Harley
Curtain Wall was then given
the go-ahead to use cheaper
Reynobond/Reynolux PE
ACM panels.

Cost

They rejected the more fireresistant of Reynobond’s
panels. These cost £24 a
square metre.
The more flammable ones
cost £22. Making the building
less flammable would have
cost just £5,000 more than
the ones that were used.
Chancellor
Philip
Hasmmond said on Sunday
that the cheaper panels were
illegal on a building as high as

Grenfell. But there had been
no arrests as Socialist Worker
went to press.
Harley Curtain Wall fixed
the cladding on top of insulation with a 50mm “cavity”
gap between them. Last
week this could have acted
as a chimney for the flames
to spread.
In 1991 a fire in Knowsley
Heights in Liverpool spread
up the cladding and seriously
damaged the building.
In an attempt to prevent
this happening again horizontal “cavity barriers” were
installed at each floor level

to stop fire spreading up the
cladding—but not at Grenfell.
A 2012 council planning
document, with detailed diagrams of the planned new
panelling, did not include reference to any barriers.
Between the time of the
Grenfell Tower refurbishment
and the fire, Harley Curtain
Wall Ltd went bust, reportedly owing creditors £1 million. But its former bosses
Ray and Belinda Bailey are
still making a profit.
Belinda Bailey—profiteering
Harley Curtain Wall boss

Warning from Australia
AS SIMILAR blaze that
that in Grenfell Tower
gripped a block of
flats in the Lacrosse
Docklands in Melbourne,
Australia, in 2014.
A report by the
Metropolitan Fire and
Emergency Board (MFB)
shows what stopped
the fire becoming
like Grenfell Tower.
The Australian block
used similar aluminium
composite panels, with
a polyethylene inside.
Following tests by the
MFB the panels were
deemed “combustible”.
The MFB report
describes how the fire

spread to the top floor
“within 10 to fiftenn
minutes”. But unlike
Grenfell Tower the
building had sprinklers
that went “beyond their
deisgn capabilities,”
allowing firefighters
to use the internal
hydrant and sprinklers.
The report warns,
“The water supply on
other buildings cannot
eb reasonably expected
to enable the sprinkler
system to perform
in this manner.
In England sprinklers
are required only in
in new towers higher
than 30 meters.

Facades

The firm was bought by
Harley Facades Ltd, Bailey’s
other firm, for £24,900.
According to its latest
accounts, Harley Facades Ltd
has £151,000 in the bank and
made £299,000 profit.
Concerns about cladding
were known about before the
Grenfell fire.
They were highlighted by
a parliamentary report into
the Garnock Court tower
block fire in Irvine, Scotland,
in 1999.
It said that the evidence
didn’t suggest that “the
majority of the external
cladding systems” in Britain
posed a “serious threat” in
the event of fire.
But the report also contained a stark warning—
“We do not believe that it
should take a serious fire in
which many people are killed
before all reasonable steps
are taken towards minimising the risks.”
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Just a
thought...

Homeless
due to cuts

Healthcare is
for all areas

THERE ARE now 715,000
millionaires living in Britain
compared with 508,000 in
2010, with London having
the highest concentration of
wealthy individuals.
Meanwhile,
homelessness is at its
highest rate.
One person in 25 is
homeless in Westminster,
and one in 69 in Brighton.
There is a ‘money tree’
but it is not being shared.
Homelessness is caused
by austerity. People forced
to sleep rough are banned
by fines, let down by awful
policies and may be left to
die because of welfare cuts.
Austerity cuts are deep,
and the most vulnerable in
our society are being killed.
End austerity to save lives.

DUP could
have issues
SOCIALIST WORKER is
doing an essential job of
exposing the bigoted,
sectarian Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP).
Some of the DUP actually
believe their rubbish. For
the more sophisticated
politicos it’s a useful way of
holding their alliance of
protestant workers and the
ruling class together.
But there is a limit to
how effective bigotry is at
keeping working class
protestants voting for their
bosses. The DUP is in
danger of losing its working
class support if it votes for
Theresa May’s austerity.
The Tory Party edifice
now rests on the shifting
sands of the DUP’s
cross-class alliance.

John Shemeld
Nottingham

SINCE Northern Ireland
is still part of the UK
then the NHS should
perform abortions.
You cannot have a
country where regions
differ in health care.
Trevor Smith
On Facebook

Never trust
Labour right
Illustration: Tim Sanders

Bruno De Oliveira
University of Brighton

Benefit officials want to fine
me £7,000 for their mistake
I HAVE recently been sanctioned
by Department for Work and
Pensions (DWP). They claim I have
been overpaid over £7,000 in
Employment Support Allowance
(ESA) benefit.
Three years ago with others I
started my own business. Because
it was new we didn’t pay ourselves
anything.
Later we were told that because
of Access to Work rules we needed
to pay ourselves 16 hours to not
fall foul of permitted work on ESA.
The next thing I knew I was
being called into the jobcentre and
questioned under caution for fraud
with my solicitor present.
I was told that the information I
was given was wrong and that I
shouldn’t have been claiming

Make the call, Corbyn,
and a million will come
THE ATMOSPHERE since
the election last Thursday
has been electric. The
success of Jeremy Corbyn
has brought back the idea
that a different type of
society is possible.
But the Tories will not be
forced out by deals with the
likes of Yvette Cooper and
Owen Smith.
It is extremely welcome
that John McDonnell has
suggested that a million
people could take to the
streets to force out the

Tories. We should use the
People’s Assembly protest
on 1 July to make this
happen.
If Corbyn and McDonnell
call people to get out on the
streets it would make a
massive difference.
The TUC should back
this demonstration, and
more should be called. This
kind of action can deepen
the Tories crisis and force
them out.

Bethan Turner
Manchester

anything while paying myself. I
explained that it wasn’t deliberate
and we had stopped paying
ourselves weeks before.
They seemed satisfied and said
no further action would be taken.
My Disability Living Allowance
(DLA) was stopped last year. I
have been waiting months for my
assessment for its replacement,
the Personal Independence
Payment. My mum died recently
and I had to postpone my
assessment as it fell on the day of
her funeral.
My DLA paid for my car and the
insurance. I must beg and borrow
from friends to keep it from being
repossessed. I noticed my ESA had
not been paid since the end of
April, so on 7 June I rang the DWP.

After waiting on hold for an
hour I was told that they were
stopping my ESA and charging me
over £7,000 for overpayment.
I informed them that this was
contrary to their decision at
interview. I was told to appeal,
which I did. But for now I have
absolutely no income at all.
I immediately rang my solicitor
and she confirmed my account and
has promised to get me advice.
I know I am not alone in this
position. Thousands are being
persecuted, and some die as a
result. I am lucky I have friends
and comrades who won’t let me
drown in this state shit.
And we will fight this together.

Rob Punton
Birmingham

We need to
take back
our housing
ONE OF the major planks
of Jeremy Corbyn’s
election campaign was
the issue of housing.
After the appalling
events at Grenfell Tower
it is now time to demand
the takeover of
unoccupied property in
the London Borough of
Kensington and Chelsea,
to house those who have
been left with nothing.

I READ your article on
the Labour right with
interest.
You got that right,
there is a hardcore right
of the party that just
won’t accept Corbyn, no
matter how successful
he is.
@RacingDaily
On Twitter

Are our school
buildings safe?
MANY NEW school
buildings use external
cladding. After the
Grenfell Tower fire, is
this something teaching
union reps should
investigate?
I have asked our
health and safety rep to
look into this issue as we
are about to move into
a building with external
cladding.
Another nearby school
may also have an issue
and I am sure there are
many more. This is of
concern to everyone.
David Smith
South London

Get rid of the
red Tories!
THE IDEA of a Labour
right is a contradiction in
itself. Toe the line or join
the Tories!
Dennis Nellany
On Facebook

Councils don’t
make repairs
COUNCILS HAVE a lot to
answer for. Where I live,
the council are doing
everything possible to
avoid making repairs—
regardless of the danger
to tenants.
They disregard the
rules about time limits
and essential repairs.
Esme Richards
On Facebook

Housing protest in north London	

There is plenty of
property sitting doing
nothing except waiting
for its value to increase.
If we really want to
make class demands there
is no better place to start.

Picture: Guy Smallman

Right here, right now!
This must be the
beginning of a campaign
to deal with the crisis in
housing in this country.

Alan Watts
North London
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Time is short
for Theresa
LET’S HOPE Theresa
May won’t last the
summer.
Serena Harper-Devereaux
On Facebook
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ANGUISH
TURNED TO
FURY AND
PROTEST
In the wake of the Grenfell Tower fire thousands took to the streets to
express their rage and frustration at the Tory council and government

F

URY OVER the Grenfell
Tower fire in west London
burst onto the streets
last Friday as people
demanded justice.
Some 3,000 survivors, local residents and supporters
marched six miles from Kensington
and Chelsea town hall to Latimer
Road, near Grenfell Tower.
Some stormed the town hall. It
took place as another 2,000 people
protested in central London.
The mood was furious. One protester in west London said, “What
happened here is not just a tragedy—
it’s a crime.”
On the town hall steps people

spoke to the crowds. One speaker
stressed the need to keep fighting for
justice. “We didn’t just sit down and
shut up—we’re going to do something about it,” she said.
The fire broke out early on
Wednesday morning last week. As
Socialist Worker went to press, the
number of people dead or presumed
dead had risen to 79. Those affected
by the blaze were mostly black and
poor.
The fire and the response from the
local council and the government has
fed into a feeling that Britain is run
for the rich.
One young survivor, crying, spoke
to crowds outside Kensington and
Chelsea town hall. “My dad got me
out,” she said. “I called my friend up,
I’ve known her my whole life. She
was told to stay inside.
“This government thinks
about money
first, they
think about
rich people—
they don’t
care about
us.”
Marcher
Rydar, who
was evacuated following the fire,
told Socialist
Worker,
“People are
pissed off.
They had a
disabled woman on the
21st floor. The stairwell’s
supposed to protect people
from smoke but people died
there.
“How are you going to spend £10
million refurbishing the tower but
don’t even put in a sprinkler system?”

PROTEST IN central London
(far left, above and right
Picture: Guy Smallman and at
the Kensington council offices.
(left). A number of protests took
place outside London, including
in Manchester (far right)

Babkr, protesting in central
London, told Socialist Worker, “This
country had the capability to invade
Iraq and to start wars. Why doesn’t
it have the capability to save lives
here?”

M

ANY OF those
protesting were
black working class
people. They were
worried about what
the Grenfell fire
shows about the safety of their own
homes.
But they were also angry about the
wider issues it has raised.
Amber lives round the corner from
Grenfell. She told Socialist Worker, “I
live on an estate they’ve been trying
to ‘regenerate’ for ages. Really they
just don’t want us in the area.”
Addy from west London said, “It’s
utterly disgusting what they’ve done
to us. They don’t give a shit about
the poor, they don’t give a shit about
Muslims, they don’t give a shit about
refugees. If you’re working class, you
can burn.”
Jahrain Lamb from an estate close
to Grenfell came to the protest with
her six year old.
She told Socialist Worker, “Every
one of us has been ignored. It’s
because of where we are in terms of
class. We’ve had enough. We want
justice for everyone killed.”
Cries of, “Theresa May has got to
go!” rang out at the town hall protest.
May first visited the area last
Thursday—but refused to talk to any
survivors or residents.
Following criticism of her response,
she went to a church close to the
scene of the fire to meet residents and
victims on Friday.
But she had to hide behind lines
of police as a crowd of angry local
residents heckled and shouted at

‘‘

May first visited
the area last
Thursday—but
refused to talk to
any survivors or
residents

her. One man said, “She shouldn’t
have come. What did she expect was
going to happen? What did she bring,
what useful things did she bring? The
tower block is more strong and stable
than her government.”
May announced last week that
£5 million would be set aside to compensate victims.
It only added to the fury. “That’s
nothing,” one marcher told Socialist
Worker. “If you consider there were
600 people living in that block that
works out at £10,000 each. You need
to be paying £125 million at least.”
May was later forced to pledge at
least £5,500 each for the Grenfell victims, with £500 in cash immediately.

Demonstrators in central London
later marched to west London to join
protesters there.

T

HEY HAD begun protesting outside the Home
Office in central London.
Protesters marched on
Downing Street before
blocking the road at
Oxford Circus.
Many said the government could
do much more to help survivors.
Student Ammarah told Socialist
Worker, “There are thousands of
empty homes in Kensington and
Chelsea. That’s where they should
rehouse people.”

Nadia, who had travelled to the
protest from Kent, agreed. “There is so
much empty property in Kensington
to house people,” she told Socialist
Worker. “But they’ll only do what’s in
their interests to make money.
“We need a change and I think
Jeremy Corbyn is that change.”
Ammarah said the fire showed up
the authorities’ contempt for ordinary
people. “What happened at Grenfell
is a symbol of inequality,” she said.
“People’s lives didn’t matter to them.”
Nima, another marcher, agreed.
“All of them in the government and
media have been getting away with
it—and we have had enough,” she
said. “We have to get May out.”

‘‘

Protesters
marched on
Downing Street
before blocking the
road at Oxford
Circus

The fire follows cuts to funding
for the fire service and neoliberal
housing policies.
Matt Wrack, general secretary of
the FBU firefighters’ union, blamed
“years of deregulation, outsourcing
and privatisation” for the fire.
He pledged that the FBU would
use its expertise to “work hand in
hand with the residents of Grenfell”.
“We are not going to let this rest,”
he said.
Moyra Samuels, a local resident and activist who lives close to
Grenfell Tower, was one of the organisers of the central London protest.
She told marchers, “We are sick
of the inequality we face in north
Kensington.
“We will not have any whitewashing of what happened at Grenfell. We
demand an inquest.”
Moyra demanded that residents
should not be forced out of the area.
And that those to blame for the poor

protections in the area are “held culpable”. She added, “I suspect there
are lots of potential Grenfells right
across the country.
“There will be lots of campaigns
and lots of demonstrations following
Grenfell.”
She is right. Several anti-Tory
protests on Saturday also demanded
justice over Grenfell (see page 20).
Some 200 joined a vigil on Monday
evening, while 500 more marched in
west London on the same day.
Some journalists and politicians
will denounce marches and militant
campaigning.
They don’t want victims to be
angry and on the streets. They prefer
victims to be “dignified” and quiet–
because that way it’s easier to ignore
them.
Grenfell was a crime against the
working class. Angry and escalating
protest is the only way to get justice
—and prevent a cover-up.
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.
INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.We are for an end
to all forms of discrimination
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and file
movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or go to
www.swp.org.uk
or phone 020 7840 5602 for
more information

WHAT’S ON
WORKER
{ SOCIALIST
BRANCH MEETINGS }
Weekly meetings to discuss
political issues and our local
interventions. All welcome.
BARNSLEY

The Grenfell Tower fire—
murder by austerity
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BOLTON

100 years since the
Russian Revolution—
workers’ power vs
parliamentary democracy
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD

Can socialism
come through
parliament?
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON

Are we seeing
the return of
class politics?
Thu 29 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BURNLEY AND PENDLE

The US working class
and its struggles
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CHESTERFIELD

Labour, work and
alienation
Thu 29 Jun, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
DONCASTER

Pride, politics and
protest—fighting for
LGBT+ liberation
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Women’s Centre
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes St,
DN1 3NJ
DUNDEE

Why the working class is
the revolutionary class
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH

What is the future for
green politics?
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER

Marxism and terrorism
Thu 29 Jun, 6.30pm,
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St,
EX4 6AW
GLASGOW

The crisis in
mental health
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE

Toussaint L’Ouverture—
a black Jacobin in the
age of revolutions
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
The Swarthmore
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL

Can socialism come
through parliament?
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHO ARE
THE DUP?
SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

A brief history of hate
made by Britain’s rule
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

BRISTOL
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
LONDON: BRENT
AND HARROW
Thu 29 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove,
W10 5XL
LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 29 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU

LONDON: BRIXTON

After the Grenfell fire—how
can we fight for justice?
Wed 28 Jun, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd,
SW2 1EP

MEDWAY
Thu 29 Jun, 7.30pm,
Nucleus Arts Centre
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
PLYMOUTH
Wed 28 Jun, 7pm,
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
Somerstown
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

Former DUP leader
Peter Robinson
LONDON: CENTRAL

After the Grenfell fire—how
can we fight for justice?
Thu 29 Jun, 6.30pm,
Room 130, UCL,
Foster Court Building,
WC1E 6BT

LONDON: EALING

After the Grenfell fire—how
can we fight for justice?
Thu 29 Jun, 7.30pm,
Y Lounge,YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE

LONDON: HARINGEY

Imperialism and revolution
—who was Frantz Fanon?
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH

Read about Russia with
MARK 100 years
since a socialist
revolution shook
the world, learn its
lessons and study
its legacy with
these books.
Dave Sherry
celebrates a
festival of the
oppressed. Tim
Sanders and
John Newsinger
bring it to life in
a graphic novel.
SA Smith looks
at its historical
context.
Also pick up
revolutionary
classics by Leon
Trotsky, Victor
Serge, John Reed
and VI Lenin.

bookmarksbookshop.co.uk l 0207 637 1848 l 1 Bloomsbury St, London WC1B 3QE

LONDON: LEWISHAM

After the Grenfell fire—how
can we fight for justice?
Thu 29 Jun, 7.30pm,
West Greenwich
Community Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd
(near Greenwich main
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST

Art and the Russian
Revolution
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON

Capitalism and disability
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
Chorlton Central Church
(Meeting Room),
Barlow Moor Rd, M21 8BF
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE

How can the left
shape Brexit?
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE

War and imperialism
in the Middle East
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ
NORWICH

How Lenin built a party
fit for revolution
Thu 29 Jun, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM

Reclaiming the NHS
in its 70th year
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
International
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD

Is peace under threat
in Northern Ireland?
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
SCARBOROUGH

What would socialism
be like?
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE

Imperialism and
capitalism in Africa
Thu 29 Jun, 7pm,
Central United
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible
Theatre), S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON

Shakespeare for
revolutionaries
Wed 28 Jun, 7.30pm,
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY
SWANSEA

Food, agriculture and climate
Thu 29 Jun, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP

{

MOVEMENT
EVENTS

LONDON: HACKNEY

}

Love Music Hate Racism gig
Sat 24 Jun, 7.30pm,
The Victoria Dalston,
451 Queensbridge Rd,
E8 3AS.
With Lloyd Luther,
Zara Sykes,The Baskervilles
and Ghosts of Men

CONTACT
THE SWP
Phone 020 7840 5600
Email
enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW
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Film shows art rebel Berger
in his democratic element
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EXHIBITION
CALL ME BY MY NAME
Hosted by Journeys Festival
International,
Rutland Street,
Leicester LE1 1SB.
Until 23 June Go to
journeysfestival.com

THIS IMMERSIVE exhibition
previously shown at the

The Seasons in Quincy provides a fitting and poetic tribute to the committed
humanity of late art writer and revolutionary John Berger, says Jeff Jackson
JOHN BERGER was the most
important writer on art in the last
60 years, as John Molyneux noted
in his obituary for this paper. He
was also an intransigent rebel and
revolutionary Marxist.
A new film, The Seasons in Quincy,
is comprised of four short films about
his life. It is largely shot in his home
for over 30 years in the peasant village of Quincy, France.
The film was made in the years
before Berger’s death in January. His
loss has turned it into a beautifully
filmed and fittingly poetic eulogy to
his life and work.
There is one remarkable scene in
which Berger is participating in a
panel discussion. On being asked a
question he leans forward and grasps
his head above his knees.
He sits palpably wracking his brain
to deliver a thoughtful clear answer,
not to his fellow panellists, but to the
viewer.
It is typical Berger, a man of huge
intellect searching for an erudite
and clear explanation that seeks to
explain rather than mystify.
Berger’s best known work is Ways
of Seeing, which challenged and revolutionised how art was normally
understood and presented.
Running through his entire artistic
output was the theme of democratising culture for the many.

Graphic Witness
Telling stories from Calais

Migration Museum is now
touring as part of Refugee
Week.
It features a replica
refugee shelter similar to
those built in the Calais
“jungle” in France. It also
includes photographs from
refugees in Calais.

EVENT
GYPSY, ROMA AND
TRAVELLER HISTORY MONTH
IN WALES
Coordinated by the Romani
Cultural and Arts Company.
Tuesday 27 June,
10.30am-4pm,
St David’s Hall,
The Hayes,
Cardiff CF10 1AH

THIS FREE event showcases
the cultural diversity of
Gypsies, Roma people and
Travellers in Wales.
It includes films, live
performances, art and
exhibitions.

Pedantic

However this did not mean Berger
was some dry pedantic scholar.
He loved life and culture, and felt
the pain of the poor and downtrodden. He had a compelling and empathetic love of humanity and refused
to compromise on his revolutionary
materialism.
This made him one of the most
thoughtful, complex and sensitive
human beings of the last 80 years.
One gets the sense from the films
that over his lifetime John Berger
had evolved into what the German
Marxist writer Walter Benjamin
labelled a storyteller.
There is a sense that he had joined
the ranks of the teachers and sages.
He had counsel—not for a few situations, as the proverb does, but for
many, like the sage.
This film was not intended as a
biographical work depicting his life
and work and therefore should not
be watched as such.
But many moments capture his
essence. And for that it is a fitting
tribute to the committed humanity
of John Berger’s life.
The Seasons in Quincy—Four Portraits
of John Berger. Distributed by Curzon
Artificial Eye. At selected cinemas from
23 June. Go to seasonsinquincy.com

TOP 5 BOOKS

Bestsellers at Bookmarks,
the socialist Bookshop

1
#ICARE Nidhal Chamekh, 2016

Picture: Guy Smallman

Drawings that challenge a disconnect
EXHIBITION
THE GRAPHIC Witness exhibition
at the Drawing Room in south
London is showcasing works
from the 1930s up until today.
I wholeheartedly recommend
it. The exhibition focuses on
work that acts as a political
response and a recording of
unjust events.
We live in a society
that encourages us to be
disconnected. Conflict, war and
meaningless death have become

normalised. This exhibition seeks
to make you become a witness to
important events.
The theme of disconnect runs
through the exhibition.
One drawing by Nidhal
Chamekh, #icare, (above) shows
four men sat on a fence, similar
to those in Calais. Around them
is a sketch of a blueprint of an
antique early flying machine.
Above all the theme of
freedom and struggle shapes the
exhibition.
The centerpiece is a drawing
by Joy Gerrard of a Donald

Trump rally in Chicago, USA.
With this image, you are no long
a disconnected bystander but a
part of the moment.
The exhibition has a section
where the featured artists have
compiled a list of books, sounds
and films that have influenced
their work. This means you can
continue exploring these themes
once you leave too.
Naima Omar

Graphic Witness, The Drawing Room,
Unit 8 Rich Estate, 46 Willow Walk,
London SE1 5SF until 18 July. Free
entry. Go to drawingroom.org.uk

 ussia 1917—Workers’
R
Revolution and Festival
of the Oppressed

Dave Sherry

2

Unravelling capitalism

3

 ig Capital—who is
B
London for?

Joseph Choonara

Anna Minton

4

October—the story of
the Russian Revolution
China Mieville

5

Sound System—the
political power of music
Dave Randall

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop
at 1 Bloomsbury Street,
London WC1B 3QE
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HISTORY & THEORY

Socialist Worker

T

ORY deals with
the anti-choice
Democratic
U n i o n i s t
Party (DUP)
threaten a
woman’s right to choose.
The DUP wants to take
us back to the days when
women died or suffered
injury due to illegal, unsafe
abortion. Legal abortion
is almost impossible in
Northern Ireland.
Illegal abortions hospitalised an estimated
35,000 women in Britain
every year before it was
legalised in 1967. For the
12 years before that abortion was the leading cause of
maternal mortality in
England and Wales.
At least 141 women died
between 1955 and 1957
alone. Many more suffered
in silence, too scared to seek
medical help for fear of being
arrested.
Socialists must be at the
heart of defending a woman’s
right to choose.
We live in a world marked
by oppression and sexism.
Women earn, on average, less
than men. Women bear more
responsibility for childcare
and housework.
We are surrounded by
images that treat women as
sex objects. Convictions for
rape are disgracefully low.
In poorer countries millions
of girls are denied education.
Girls and women suffer
appalling violence, live in
unsanitary conditions and make
up the bulk of refugees fleeing
wars and poverty.

Liberation

Socialists abhor all of this. We
are for women’s liberation. But
women can’t be liberated, or
even equal with men, if they
don’t have the right to control
their own bodies.
For all the right wing outcry,
abortion is a normal part of life
and has been for centuries.
There is evidence of abortion in ancient Rome and in
China, Egypt and Ireland in the
4th century.
Abortion was first referred to
in English law in the 13th century. The law reflected the view
of the Church. This was that
abortion was acceptable until
the foetus began to move at
around 16-18 weeks into pregnancy—known as “quickening”.
This is when it was believed
that the soul entered the foetus.
Today one in three women
will have an abortion in her lifetime. One in five of all pregnancies in Britain ends in abortion.
Globally the figure is a quarter.
Women have always sought
to control their fertility.
Restrictions don’t stop abortion
—they simply put women’s
lives at risk.
It’s estimated that up to
100,000 women had an abortion in Britain every year before
it was legal.
Diane Munday became an
abortion rights campaigner
after being horrified at the

class issue. Attacks on it are
also part of attempts to control sexuality.
Some portray working class
people as dirty and immoral
if they don’t conform to their
strict view of how sexuality
should be expressed.
These ideas come from the
top of society.
Think of the attacks on
single mothers, gay people,
pregnant teenagers and so on
by politicians and the media.
These ideas influence wider
society.

U
n have
abortion demonstration—wome
Protesters at a rally against an anti-

s
fought for years for abortion right

Picture: Guy Smallman

DEMAND
THE RIGHT
TO CHOOSE
As the Tories look to do a deal with the anti-abortion DUP
Sadie Robinson argues that socialists must fight to defend
and extend the right to free, safe and legal abortions

Diane Munday

impact of illegal abortion. She
worked at Bart’s Hospital in
London.
“I discovered that Bart’s and
all the other London hospitals
put wards aside every Friday
and Saturday night for women
who were brought in as a result
of backstreet abortions—Friday
being pay day,” she wrote.
“Bleeding, septic and sometimes dying. This was accepted
everywhere.”
Richer women can always
access abortion services.

‘‘

Attitudes to
women, and
abortion, are
tied up with
class society

Anti-abortion groups in
Britain never challenged this—
they only emerged when legal
abortion was extended to all
women.
Diane had an abortion in
1961. “I bought my abortion in
Harley Street,” she wrote.
“I woke up thinking of the
women who died and others
who would die and that it was
because I had a cheque book to
wave that I was alive.”
Because restrictions hit
poorer women, abortion is a

NDERLYING them
is the idea that
sex shouldn’t be
about intimacy or
fun but only about
procreation.
And that this should only
take place in a certain type of
family.
Many people rightly think
such notions are nonsensical. And ideas have changed
tremendously as ordinary
people have fought for change
and the needs of the system
have shifted.
But they linger on because
they make sense for the ruling
class.
Treating motherhood as a
key role for women encourages women to produce the
next generation of workers.
Casting women as primarily carers means they can be
called on to look after sick or
older family members for free.
Responsibility for care shifts
from society to individual
women. Attitudes to women,
and abortion, are tied up with
class society. They shift as that
society shifts.
Abortion was made illegal in
Britain in 1861 as the Industrial
Revolution got underway.
The state began to regulate marriages and register all
births.
New measures aimed to
police working class people’s lives—including their
sexuality.

Family

This went along with a change
in the nature of the family and
how the role of women was
seen.
Work and home became
separated. The idea developed that men should earn
money for a family and women
should look after the home and
children.
Some bosses, losing workers
to early deaths, began to see
the family unit as key to sustaining the workforce and producing future workers.
Ideas about abortion are
shaped by the economic needs
of capitalism and struggles by
ordinary people.
Campaigning won the 1967
Abortion Act.
It doesn’t give women a
right to abortion. But it was a
huge step forward—which is
why the right fights to snatch
back the gains.
Anti-choice supporters complain that abortion ends life
and claim they are “pro-life”.

Abortion does end life. But it
is insulting to equate a fertilised egg or foetus to a woman.
And anti-choice bigots are not
“pro-life”. They would be happy
for women to die because safe
abortion isn’t available.
Some want women to continue with pregnancies even
when it puts their lives at risk.
Some ludicrously claim to
oppose abortion rights on the
grounds of protecting women.
They say abortion traumatises women and increases the
chance of breast cancer. There’s
no evidence for any of this.
The reality is that
anti-abortionists don’t much
care for the lives of people who
are actually born. They just hope
to hide the fact they want to
drive women’s rights backwards.
A majority of people in Britain
support abortion rights.
So anti-choice activists peddle
myths to try and divide that support. Some argue that aborting
a foetus with severe disabilities,
for example, undermines the
rights of disabled people.
Many disabled activists
rightly oppose the way that
anti-abortionists have tried to
use disability to attack women’s
rights.

1917

RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION

How the revolution spread
across Russia’s empire
Beginning in the
capital Petrograd, the
revolution quickly
convulsed the vast
Russian empire in
struggles

Capitalism

Capitalism doesn’t make life
easy for people with severe disabilities—particularly if they
aren’t rich.
A disabled child may need
expensive equipment, therapy,
schooling and care. They may
need homes to be adapted.
They may need constant
support—which the state
doesn’t provide—meaning that
parents devote their whole lives
to providing it.
All this, along with awareness of the suffering the child
may endure, means women may
decide to abort a disabled foetus.
Other anti-abortionists claim
women are aborting foetuses if
they are girls for religious reasons. This combines propaganda
against women with racism.
Government reports confirm there is no evidence of sexselective abortions taking place
in Britain.
But it is a useful lie for those
who want to pose as opponents of sexism while attacking
women’s rights to control their
fertility.
Socialists support a woman’s
right to choose—whatever her
reason. It is not acceptable
in any circumstance to force a
woman to continue an unwanted
pregnancy. But we also want a

READ MORE
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WOMEN have
fought for decades
for abortion, but
our rights are
still under attack
today.

lMarxism & women’s
liberation
by Judith Orr
£9.99

lMarx on gender and the
family
by Heather Brown
£21.99

lSexism and the
system—a rebel’s guide to
women’s liberation
by Judith Orr
£4.00

Available at Bookmarks,
the socialist bookshop.
Phone 020 7637 1848
or go to
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

society where people have a real
choice about whether to have
children, how many to have and
when.
That means getting rid of the
restrictions—the cramped housing, the low pay—that stops
people having children when
they want them, too.
The anti-choice brigade isn’t
confident, for now, to go on a
full scale offensive against abortion rights.
So they try to chip away at
them, such as trying to cut the
time limit for legal abortions.
We must oppose every attack
on abortion rights—and fight to
extend them too.
Rolling back women’s rights
is only in the interest of the
ruling class.

BY 1917 Russia possessed
one of the world’s three
great empires. Unlike
its rivals Britain and
France, its territories were
geographically linked
in one great bloc.
It stretched from Finland
in the west to Sakhalin in
the Far East. In 1914 the
population was estimated to
number more than
170 million—fewer than
half of them were Russian.
The February Revolution,
which replaced the Tsar with
a Provisional Government,
broke out in the capital
Petrograd. But it convulsed
the whole empire.
The countryside teemed
with the fights of the peasant
majority against their
landlords. In the colonies
the fight for socialism was
intertwined with the fight
for national liberation.
But the working class that
made up the revolution’s
backbone didn’t stop at
Petrograd’s suburbs.

Mighty

Moscow too was a mighty
industrial city, and
throughout Russia were
towns with working class
districts. They were linked
together by the railway
and telegraph networks.
The army was another
centralising influence.
Soldiers posted in or
recruited from towns far
across the empire resisted
being sent to the front.
The soviets—or workers’
councils—created by workers
and soldiers in Petrograd
quickly found their echo.
There were 700 soviets
across Russia by April 1917.
By October there were 1,429,
representing about a third
of the empire’s population.
Almost half of these, 706,
were soviets of workers’ and
soldiers’ representatives.
The first All-Russian
Congress of Soviets, held 100
years ago this week, showed

ARMED WORKERS march in Moscow

BACK STORY

On 11 June (24 June by the
modern calendar)
lThe Mensheviks continue
agitating against the
Bolsheviks, claiming they
are German-controlled
lBut they drop their
demand to disarm the
workers realising they
would lose support

some of the contradictions
brought by this vast scope.
Workers in much of the
empire weren’t actively
involved in February. And
the revolutionary Bolshevik
party initially had little
presence in smaller towns.
So in the early stages of
1917 the Russian provinces
were the most backward
parts of the movement.
But the reformist
socialists, who tried to
hold the revolution back,
were also centred in the
capital and big cities.
So as radicalisation
continued, it sometimes
met with fewer obstacles
in the provinces.
Revolutionary Leon Trotsky

‘‘

Opponents of
the revolution
exaggerate
Petrograd’s
isolation

described a “political revival
of the soviets” in summer
1917. It “began from the
bottom”—in the Petrograd
districts and in the provinces.
The soviet of Moscow
province, “considerably in
advance” of the Moscow
city soviet, called for the
soviets to take power.

Factions

In Krasnoyask, more than
2,000 miles from Petrograd,
soldiers led a demonstration
of up to 10,000 people.
New elections to the
soviets saw the two most
revolutionary factions,
the Bolsheviks and Left
Social Revolutionaries, take
majorities all over Russia.
By 18 August at a regional
congress of soviets of the Ural
mountains well over half of
the delegates were Bolsheviks.
Tsaitzyn, in the south,
today’s Volgograd, had
not only a Bolshevik-led
soviet but also an elected
Bolshevik mayor.
In July, the soviet in
the textile city of IvonovoVoznesensk “branded
with contempt” a state-led
witchhunt of the Bolsheviks.
Opponents of the
revolution exaggerate
Petrograd’s isolation to
claim that the October
revolution was just a coup.
When the Bolsheviks
led the overthrow of the
Provisional Government,
they were acting in a
mass movement across
most of a continent.
This is part of a series of
weekly articles on the Russian
Revolution. Read our coverage
at tinyurl.com/sw1917
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Unions will need to fight to beat pay cap
U N I O N S re p re s e n t i n g
more than 1.6 million local
government workers are
demanding a 5 percent pay
rise to break the Tory public
sector pay cap.
The Unison, Unite and
GMB unions, which represent council and school
workers across England and
Wales, submitted the claim
last Wednesday.
They also want the living
wage of £8.45 for the lowest
paid workers.
Ameen Hadi from Unison’s Salford City branch told
Socialist Worker, “The leadership now needs to show it’s
serious.
“We need to move now
with a real sense of urgency.”

worsen next month because
inflation reached a four-year
high of 2.9 percent in May.
Matthew Whittaker, chief
economist of the Resolution
Foundation, warned about
the impact on wages.
He said, “In the five decades leading up to the financial crisis in 2008, growth in
real weekly earnings turned
negative in just 51 months.
“Yet new figures mark
the 72nd month of negative growth in the nine years
since, with more on the cards
throughout 2017.

Weakest

Ballot

He added, “As soon as the
employers say they are not
willing to meet our claim we
want to ballot members.
“That way we can get out
on strike to win our pay campaign for April.”
Meanwhile health unions
including Unison and the
BMA doctors’ organisation have called for a “clear
change in direction”.
They are also demanding

COUNCIL WORKERS striking for higher pay in 2014

an end to the 1 percent pay
cap for health workers.
The unions’ demand
follows eight years of a government-imposed pay curb,
which has frozen wages or
held them to a 1 percent
increase.
This is part of a much
bigger fight because wages

are falling across great
swathes of the working class.
Figures out last week
showed average regular pay
growth slowed from 1.8 to
1.7 percent in the year to
April.
Total pay growth, which
includes bonuses, slowed
from 2.3 to 2.1 percent. These

are the figures before inflation is taken into account.
In fact, inflation outstripped both regular and
total pay growth in the three
months to April. As a result,
regular pay fell 0.6 percent in
real terms while total pay fell
0.4 percent.
The figures are likely to

Grasped

Talks must not be allowed
to drag on. There is a feeling
of momentum after the election—it has to be grasped.
At the Unison local government conference in Brighton
this week delegates clearly
did not want a business as
usual approach.
They were looking for the
leadership to lay out a real
strategy that can win.
Esther Rey, a delegate
from west London, said,
“Words don’t put food on the
table.”
She insisted, “We cannot
just have a one-day strike and
see the leadership accept a
1 percent pay rise again.”
Labour’s manifesto called
for an end to the public sector
pay cap.
Labour at every level
should fully support a big
pay rise for local government workers, health workers and others—and encourage strikes to win it.
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Class—not
age—is the
key divide
in Britain
Are workers the most conservative?
Tomáš Tengely-Evans argues the
election results tell a different story
DESPITE THE surge in support
BACK STORY
for Jeremy Corbyn and socialist
policies, pundits are claiming
that “class is dead”.
We are told the main divide in
British politics is now between
young and old people and Remain
and Leave supporters.
The agenda of both the right
wing and liberal newspapers is to
downplay the popularity of socialist policies. Underlying it is a patronising view of working class
people.
According to the Financial Times
(FT) newspaper’s “preliminary
results” the Tories “fared better in
constituencies where a high share
of people report being in poor
health”.
People in the poorer D and E
social groups tend to have worse
health. The FT argues this is a sign
the Tories have won new working
class supporters.
It doesn’t take long for the real
agenda to come out. “Working
class voters increasingly make their
political moves based on socially
conservative rather than economically liberal views,” it claims.
Poorer people have shifted to the
right and accept racist ideas about
immigration, goes the argument.
Pundits argue that working class
people are going over to the Tories
and Labour’s support is based on
“middle class” and “metropolitan”
Remain supporters (see right).

Contrast

Taken as a whole, the D and E
groups supported Labour by 44
percent compared to the Tories’
41 percent.
In contrast the AB group, made
up largely of top managers, was
clearly for the Tories with 46 percent compared to Labour’s 38 percent. A further 10 percent backed
the Lib Dems.
According to Lord Ashcroft’s
polling the Tories won middle class
people’s vote narrowly, which corresponds to overall polling figures.
But Labour won working class people’s votes by 15 points.
This is a marked change since

Right wing commentators have
seized on the election result
to argue the working class is
becoming more conservative
lSome argued that Labour’s
support was from an anti-Brexit
middle class
lFacts were distorted to make
the argument that poorer people
voted Conservative
lBut Labour won 15 percent
more of poorer people’s votes
than the Tories

1970, when the class loyalty to
parties was starker. But the drop
doesn’t mean class is dead.
It is in large part due to “middle
class” people being less solidly
behind the Tories. The C1 group,
which includes “white collar”
professionals, backed Labour by
43 and the Tories by 41 percent.

Defined

Part of the problem is with how
the “middle class” is defined. The
measure is used to lump together
head teachers with teachers and
health managers with nurses.
But it does point to a trend with
people who saw themselves as
“professionals”, such as teachers,
being less likely to back the Tories
as their conditions are driven
down.
A section of the working class,
roughly a third, has also always
supported the Tories.
The Tories, shatteringly denied a
majority, still won 13 million votes
which will have included some
working class people.
There is a deep-seated anger at
the people at the top of society,
which came to the surface in the
Brexit referendum. Corbyn managed to pull some of that anger to
the left, but by no means all of it.
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JEREMY CORBYN inspired working class people to deliver a great election result

Backing ‘soft Brexit’ and cross-party
talks would spell disaster for the left
JEREMY CORBYN gained support
among people who voted Leave
and those who voted Remain
in the European Union (EU)
referendum last June.
But now a catalogue of right
wingers and rogues within the
Labour Party want to work with
the Tories and bosses.
They want to use the upset for
Theresa May to derail her “hard
Brexit” and push for a “soft” one
instead.

Argument

They are talking about holding
“cross party” talks on Brexit to
stop a “hard Brexit”.
The argument between
“hard” and “soft” Brexit is an
argument within the ruling
class about how best to
protect bosses’ interests.
The real dividing line is a
Brexit based on protecting
profits, or one based on
protecting workers.
But there are also
pressures on the
left. Some
anti-racists such
as Diane Abbott
see a “soft Brexit”—for
example, staying in a version

of the single market—as a way of
protecting freedom of movement
for migrants.
But the real agenda of those
who want cross party talks is not
to defend freedom of movement.
As Rebecca Long-Bailey from
Labour’s soft left said, “We
accept the fact that, if
we are going to have
impediment-free access
to the single market,
then there will have to
be some element of free
movement.”
This is about
defending
the single
market—
migrants’
rights are
optional,
an

Architect of austerity George Osborne

unwanted addition.But with its
free market rules the EU’s single
market blocks policies, such as
rail renationalisation, that Corbyn
wants to implement.
There is nothing progressive
about it—that’s clear by its
establishment backing.

Rehabilitate

Having lost the referendum, David
Cameron is trying to rehabilitate
himself by calling for the talks.
George Osborne, now editor of
the Evening Standard, newspaper,
runs front pages attacking Theresa
May and arguing for cross party
talks on Brexit.
He’s the architect of austerity
and was at the head of a right wing
Remain campaign because it was
in the interests of big business.
A stitch-up like this would
undermine support for Corbyn.
There should be no unity with the
likes of Osborne.
The real dividing line is between
those who want to fight for
workers’ and migrants’ rights and
those who want to attack them.
We have to unite working class
people, whichever way they voted
last June, around socialist and
anti-racist politics.
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Strikers want more
than Mear changes

WORKERS FOR the Mears
housing maintenance firm in
Manchester walked out on
Monday as part of their fight
for wage parity.
They plan to walk out every
Monday, Thursday and Friday
until the dispute is resolved.
Some workers are paid
over £3,000 less than others.
The firm has a contract to
maintain the council’s social
housing stock.
The firm is using the
lowest rate in Manchester as
the benchmark for pay rates
elsewhere.
The 170 workers are also
resisting a new contract. If
they accepted it would have
them working “flexible” hours
and more hours in a week for
no extra pay.

Workers show off
awesome resolve
WORKERS AT the Atomic
Weapons Establishment
(AWE) are set to start a new
round of 12 one-day strikes
next Wednesday.
This will bring the total
number of strike days to
30 since November.
The Unite union members
voted by 93 percent to keep
striking in a new ballot to
extend their mandate for
action.
Bosses have closed
their pension scheme,
cutting thousands from
their retirement income
and breaking promises that
were made when AWE was
privatised.
The workers want to be
taken back into the civil
service pension scheme.

Women’s March
against DUP bigots
A WOMEN’S march against
the Democratic Unionist
Party (DUP) was set to take
place in central London on
Saturday.
A group of trade unionists
called the protest following
Tory attempts to do deals
with the DUP to cling onto
office.
The DUP is anti-choice
and a deal with it threatens
abortion rights.
The protest assembles
from 12 noon in Whitehall.
Organisers have asked
protesters to wear red.
lGo to bit.ly/2sGCPAJ for
details

Workers refuse to
accept job losses
REFUSE WORKERS at
Birmingham City Council
have voted overwhelmingly
for strikes over job losses.
The Unite members voted
by 90 percent in favour.
Council bosses are trying
to tear up long standing
agreements with the union
which address the staffing
levels and the working
patterns.
Workers also voted by
93 percent for industrial
action short of a strike.

Upbeat Manchester walkout

STRIKING TEACHERS on the picket line at Forest Hill School
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School strikes start to
spread across London

“But you should strike if
management doesn’t budge
because you are defending
children’s education.”
Striker Sharon told Socialist Worker, “We’ve tried to
negotiate with the head but
nothing’s changed. He isn’t
willing to compromise.
“The head is insisting the

cuts are not going to have an
impact—of course they will
have an impact.”
Some 23 teachers have
resigned and will not return
in September.
Five teachers have been
made redundant and three
temporary contracts haven’t
been renewed.
Joe, the NUT rep at the
school, told Socialist Worker
the workload was not “sustainable or realistic”.
“I teach a lot of A-Levels.
You have to set essays and
mark them quickly.
“We need to be given the
time to do it.”
Sharon agreed. “We had
five non-contact periods,
where we have time for marking and preparation, and they
want to cut it to three,” she
explained.
“Teaching is hard—you
need preparation time.”
Workers want assurances
over workloads.
They also want more teachers and support staff, not less.
Courtney stressed that
there is potential to beat the
cuts, particularly after the
Tories suffered a disastrous

HACKNEY

GLASS WORKERS

Action is off, but
other strikes loom

PICKETS AT Sierra Windows
in Paignton, Devon, had
angry words for their union
official on Tuesday.
They were starting what
should have been their first
three-day strike after a
series of two-day strikes.
But Unite union regional
coordinating officer
Terry Keefe told them an
“administrative error” meant
that they had to work on
Wednesday but strike on
Friday.
Next week’s strike is to be
on Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, instead of starting
on Tuesday, generally
the busiest day. Very few
workers are in on Fridays.
Workers have signed
a letter to Unite regional
secretary Peter Hughes

by SADIE ROBINSON

NUT UNION general secretary Kevin Cour tney
congratulated pickets at
Forest Hill School for striking over cuts—and urged
them to keep fighting.
NUT members at the
school in south east London
were on strike this Tuesday
for the ninth time.
They are fighting the
impact of a £1.3 million cuts
package drawn up by school
bosses and Lewisham council. A three-day strike is set
to begin on Tuesday of next
week.
Courtney told pickets, “We
don’t want you to strike next
week.

Budge

A PLANNED strike by
teachers at the Inclusion and
Specialist Support Team in
Hackney was suspended.
The two-day strike, against
cuts, was due to begin on
Tuesday.
NUT union members
will vote on a new offer
that avoids compulsory
redundancies.
Union members at
Hackney’s Stoke Newington
School were set to strike over
cuts on Wednesday of next
week. Further walkouts are
planned on 4, 5, 11, 12 and
13 July.
Those at Our Lady’s
Convent school plan to strike
on 4 and 5 July.

general election. “They are
under tremendous pressure,”
he told Socialist Worker.
“Lots of heads have had
resignations from teachers
and haven’t filled the posts
because of the cuts.

Money

“The government needs to
make clear now that more
money will be coming into
schools.”
He added, “I think there
will be a big demonstration
in London against education
cuts on 16 July.
“And I think the there will
be a big turnout on the education section of the People’s
Assembly protest on 1 July.”
Teachers at two west
London schools were also on
strike on Tuesday.
NUT members at Drayton
Green primary school began
a two-day strike on Tuesday.
Those at Dormers Wells High
School began a three-day
strike on Tuesday.
Workers are fighting
the academisation of their
schools.
lRush messages of support to
membsec@lewisham.nut.org.
uk and via ealingnut.org.uk

GROUPS OF pickets
were out in force across
Manchester Metropolitan
University to begin a twoday strike on Tuesday.
Some 79 percent of UCU
union members backed strikes
to stop job losses arising from
the closure of the university’s
Crewe campus.
The UCU said the university
rejected a request to postpone
redundancies and snubbed its
offer of talks.
The mood was positive
and upbeat. Pickets said huge

reserves of £380 million should
remove any requirement for
compulsory redundancies.
One picket said, “These
redundancies are unnecessary
and at the heart of this is the
marketisation of education.”
Tony Harper
nUCU UNION members at
the College of North West
London were set to strike
on Wednesday of next week
and Saturday 1 July.
They are fighting to
defend a sacked rep.

SCOTTISH LECTURERS
A MEETING of the EIS
Fela union executive last
Friday laid down a series of
ultimatums to Scotland’s
college bosses.
The further education
lecturers’ senior elected
union reps agreed to
maintain the threat of
industrial action in the new
term after summer.
A message to union
members said the strike

threat would be sustained
until pay parity is won.
Lecturers are to be
balloted on the May
agreement “in principle” but
only if the first instalment of
pay harmonisation is not paid
by next month.
If the employers do not
meet their demands lecturers
should make sure that action
in the new term is as hardhitting as possible.

WELSH LECTURERS
LECTURERS AT Coleg
y Cymoedd in Wales
struck against “excessive
workloads” on Thursday
of last week.
The UCU union members
said their working
conditions mean a worse
education for students.

Strikers held picket lines
at all four campuses in
Ystrad Mynach, Nantgarw,
Aberdare and Rhondda.
UCU members had voted
by 78 percent to support
strikes in a recent ballot.
lSend messages of support to
UCU@cymoedd.ac.uk

BRITISH AIRWAYS

Two weeks of strikes called
THE UNITE union has called
a two-week strike by “mixed
fleet” cabin crew at British
Airways (BA), and vowed
to take the firm to court.
Unite tried to compromise
in talks at conciliation service
Acas—even calling off a
planned four-day strike.
It said bosses responded by
not sending bothering to send
their “key decision makers”.
After a long-running
campaign against poverty pay
bosses have made an improved

wage offer, but insist on
docking staff travel concessions
from those who struck.
This punishment policy
must not be allowed to stand.
Unite said it is “unlawful
and amounts to blacklisting”
and said it will fight “all the
way to the highest court in the
land”.
The strike, due to begin on
1 July, must not be called off.
If it goes ahead it could
hit hard as the summer peak
holiday season approaches.

JOBCENTRE WORKERS
asking how the error
happened and how it will be
rectified.
Keefe said workers may
not get a 12-week extension
on their strike ballot when it
runs out next month.
He suggested bosses
might shut the place down
if it doesn’t make enough
profit. One worker replied,
“If they shut down we’ll look
for other jobs—but we have
to make a stand.”
Workers are fighting a
below-inflation pay deal and
new 12-hour shift patterns.
Unite members at DB
Glass, the other unionised
site of the Specialist Building
Products group, were also on
strike.
lSend messages of support to
berryjohn7@aol.com

Sheffield shows the way
WORKERS AT Sheffield
Eastern Avenue jobcentre
ended five days of strikes on
Friday of last week.
They are fighting plans
by the Department for Work
and Pensions (DWP) to close
their office.
Strikers were out in force
on the picket line on every
day of the strike. They
were joined by members
of other PCS branches in
DWP offices, and groups
representing benefit
claimants such as Unite
Community and Disabled
People against the Cuts.
Sheffield Eastern Avenue
jobcentre is just one of

78 offices earmarked for
closure by the DWP. Closing
the jobcentre will force
benefit claimants to travel
further.
This will potentially cost
them more and increase the
risk of benefit “sanctions”
for lateness, when claimants’
money is cut off. While
workers at this jobcentre will
not lose their jobs, closures
elsewhere will almost
certainly mean redundancies.
The strikers at Sheffield
Eastern Avenue have shown
it is possible to fight.
Other workers should
join them in taking united,
coordinated action.

Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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POSTAL WORKERS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Wildcat post strikes take
resistance to Royal Mail

Tension at
the Unison
conference

out because we’re always having the
piss taken out of us.”
CWU rep Mark Hornby didn’t want
to comment as he believed the dispute was close to being resolved.
The union agreed the original
terms on a temporary basis because
too many people lacked the confidence to stay out and push for
permanent contracts.

by KIM HUNTER and NICK CLARK

A WAVE of wildcat walkouts hit four
Royal Mail offices over the past
week with strikes in Canterbury,
Scarborough, east London and
Carmarthen.
Around 70 people walked out of
Canterbury’s Military Road sorting office on Thursday of last week
after six workers were reportedly
suspended.
Strikers said the six had been suspended after bosses piled on extra
work on top of their normal deliveries without giving them enough time
to do it.

Honoured

Pressure

One worker said they were under
constant pressure from managers.
“The post workers have to complete
their deliveries or they will be
suspended,” he said.
“It compromises their safety
because they have to get it done.
Anything could happen to them if
they’re rushing. People went in today
with legitimate answers and the
bosses still suspended them.”
Another walkout on Friday morning saw workers at Scarborough’s
sorting office take action after senior

WORKERS IN Canterbury aren’t taking bosses’ new demands

management reneged on new working hours.
Agreements would have seen a
permanent increase in hours for some
workers and full time for others. But
workers said that when the contracts
arrived they were not permanent as
expected.
Instead the contracts were a trial

that will run for a few weeks while
management decide whether the
arrangements work for them.
Eddie Milne said he had walked
out with CWU union members even
though he is currently not in the
union.
He told Socialist Worker, “They
went back on their word. We walked

LABOUR ASSEMBLY AGAINST AUSTERITY

How can Labour be relevant to its new
members? Activists debate next steps
A MEETING in central
London last week revealed
how the general election has
enthused and emboldened
the Labour left—particularly
new members.
Around 130 people
packed into the sweltering
Labour Assembly Against
Austerity meeting last
Thursday.
One woman who joined
Labour to support Jeremy
Corbyn told Socialist
Worker, “The change has
to keep happening in the
Labour Party and in the
political system. I came here
because I wanted to talk
about things we can do.”
Many were bitter at
and wary of the right wing
Labour MPs who have come
crawling back after trying to
force Corbyn out.
One Labour member said,
“All these calls for unity
from the right of the party.
I’m very concerned that this
is just code for, ‘We’ve got to
get back to the old agenda’”.
Some emphasised the

race to get delegates elected
to Labour conference for a
fight over rule changes, and
to two of Labour’s internal
committees.
But Derby North MP
Chris Williamson warned,
“Don’t let’s get fixated on
internal battles. If we just
continue as normal we’ll be
missing a trick.”
He also echoed the
concerns of new
members who
talked about
searching for
details for
their nearest
Labour
Party

meeting—and finding it
uninviting.
“You have to be
dedicated to go to some of
these meetings sometimes,
they can be as dull as
dishwater,” he said. “We
need to find ways to make
them more engaging”.
One new member wanted
to know what happened to
the “movement” Labour
activists talked about
launching after Corbyn’s
first leadership election
campaign.
“That never occurred,”
he said. “I never fully
understood why the Labour
Party never pushed that
along.”
Others pointed
to the Fast Food
Rights campaign
and the People’s
Assembly
demonstration
on Saturday
1 July as examples
of the activity
members could get
involved in.
Derby North MP Chris Williamson

But another postal worker said they
would come out again in a few weeks
if the original agreement is not
honoured.
Postal workers also walked out of
east London’s Whitechapel delivery
office. Bosses had allegedly docked
the pay of a young woman who had
to take sick leave instead of annual
leave to look after her child.
And workers walked out briefly
in Carmarthen, West Wales, after
bosses tried to force through “unagreed cuts”.
The walkouts point to a mood to
take action against bosses’ attacks.
Royal Mail is preparing a huge
attack on pay and conditions—and
the CWU said earlier this year it could
ballot for strikes. Last week’s walkouts show the type of action that can
stop the bosses.

CINEMA WORKERS

Anger as Ritzy sacks reps
BOSSES AT the Ritzy cinema
in Brixton, south London, have
sacked three trade union reps
and lined up a fourth worker
for a disciplinary hearing.
Workers see this as a
calculated attack on trade
union organisation.
They have called a new
strike on Saturday 1 July
in their long-running pay
campaign against the
Picturehouse chain.
The sacked workers are
also taking the decision to an
employment tribunal. New

reps have stepped up already.
Around 150 workers
and supporters held a
demonstration on Friday of
last week to keep the pressure
on Picturehouse, which is
owned by Cineworld cinemas.
“Picturehouse think they
can get rid of the campaign
using these tactics,” one
worker told Socialist Worker.
“But the sackings have
invigorated people and more
sites have got in touch with us
since the news came out.”
Alistair Farrow

ANTI-FASCISM

Nazis will face opposition
ANTI-FASCISTS WILL take
on the Nazis in London and
Birmingham on Saturday
and in Edinburgh on Sunday.
In Birmingham, Britain
First has called a protest.
In Edinburgh the Scottish
Defence League hopes to use
recent terrorist attacks to
whip up hatred of Muslims.
In London the English
Defence League is gathering.
Unite Against Fascism
(UAF) called counter-protests

in all three cities. The far
right has recently struggled
to mobilise—mostly.
But 2,000 racists rallied in
Manchester this month.
The attack in Finsbury
Park this week (see page 2)
shows the toxic results of
Islamophobic agitation.
lFor details of the

Birmingham protest go to
bit.ly/2srtqeb, for London
see bit.ly/2tElFAZ and for
Edinburgh go to bit.ly/2sJkhAK
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THOUSANDS OF public
sector workers met in
Brighton this week at national
and sector conferences of
Britain’s largest union Unison.
The largest sector
conference, local
government, took place on
Sunday and Monday.
Workers discussed the
public sector pay cap (see
page 16), the social care
crisis, fighting for better
mental health provision and
resisting school budget cuts
and austerity.
Delegates argued that the
support for Jeremy Corbyn’s
left wing manifesto should
lift unions’ horizons. Even
union general secretary Dave
Prentis admitted that left
wing ideas are “popular”.
There were repeated calls
to mobilise on the streets.
The leadership argued
that sector wide industrial
action was not possible
until the union recruits
more members. Delegates
responded that struggle
would be the best recruiter.
A lively debate around
budget cuts in schools also
illustrated this tension
“We’re like a big bottle of
fizzy pop that’s being shaken
and shaken. When will it
explode?” asked a teaching
assistant.
lLonger at bit.ly/2rynyyG

KIRKLEES

Out at last?
WORKERS IN children’s
social work teams in Kirklees,
West Yorkshire, are waiting
on the authorisation of a
strike on 5 and 6 July.
Unison union branch chair
Nick Ruff said in a personal
capacity, “It is hoped that
Unison will now finally agree
to sanction industrial action.”
lSend solidarity messages to
Kirklees Unison, 4 New North
Parade, Huddersfield, HD1 5JP

HOUSING
HARINGEY COUNCIL’S plan
to demolish seven estates in
the north London borough hit
another snag last week.
The council and the
outsourced body it set up
to run social housing were
forced to recognise the
Haringey Leaseholders’
Association last Tuesday.
They backed down the
day before a planned judicial
review hearing, giving
campaigners another avenue
to oppose the demolition.
It has also emerged that
Lendlease, the firm carrying
out redevelopment, has been
fined in Australia for using
the same cladding used on
Grenfell Tower (see page 8).
lProtest against demolitions,
Monday 3 July, 5.30pm at
Ducketts Common, N8 0HR
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TORIES IN CRISIS,
NOW FINISH THEM
beginning to shift the mood.
He’s galvanised an entire
generation of young people.
On the London protest
people began singing, “Oh
Jeremy Corbyn” and passersby joined in.
After the election result
many people now feel that a
different society is possible.
It’s not just young people
who feel stronger—some
seasoned campaigners and
trade unionists are gaining
confidence.
Ben, a nurse in the Unison
union in Nottingham, has
been battling against the
Tories’ assault on the NHS
for a long time.
“People have now had a
glimmer of hope that there
could be an alternative, and
we’ve got to keep pushing at
that,” he said.

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS
and DAVE SEWELL

PRESSURE WAS piling on
Theresa May this week as
her government tottered
from crisis to crisis.
One Tory minister was
quoted last weekend saying,
“She had better pull up her
socks and start to lead—
and if she can’t do that she
should go. Shape up or ship
out.”
May has been in talks
with Northern Ireland’s
Democratic Unionist Party’s
(DUP) to secure a majority
in parliament ahead of this
week’s queen’s speech,
But no deal with these vile
bigots had been announced
as Socialist Worker went to
press.
May will face votes on the
queen’s speech on 28 June,
with Labour pledged to put
forward alternative proposals. This is when the crunch
tests could come.
It is crucial that protests
grow to make sure that,
despite her weaknesses,
May does not limp on to
force through further brutal
measures.

Mobilised

Election

Daniella, who joined a
1,500-strong protest outside
Downing Street last Saturday,
told Socialist Worker, “We
need to get Theresa May
out—and we need another
general election”.
May did her best to avoid
ordinary people during her
stage-managed general election campaign.
But whenever she was
forced to come into contact with them, May was
hounded by angry hecklers
and protests.
She wouldn’t even meet
people in the recent aftermath of the Grenfell Tower
blaze in west London.
Facing criticism, May went
again—but was bundled back
into her jeep as furious residents chased her calling her
a “coward”.
James, an A-Level student

PEOPLE PROTESTED at Downing Street against the Tories and any DUP deal

on a protest in Nottingham,
told Socialist Worker, “Tory
MPs are directly responsible for what happened at
Grenfell, they only care about
the rich.”
Unit, a student from north
London, agreed. “They got
rid of the fire stations that
could save people’s lives,” he
told Socialist Worker.
The loss of lives at Grenfell
has revealed the naked reality of how our rotten society
is run. “It shows how much
class warfare there is in society when the only people
things are getting better for
are the rich,” said James.
Meanwhile the rich have
grown richer from austerity.

The 1,000 richest have
seen their wealth grow by
14 percent from £575 billion
to £658 billion in the last
year alone.
Anger at seven years of
Tory austerity and how it
has wrecked people’s lives is

‘‘

Mass protests
could drive out
her whole
rotten regime

beginning to burst through.
Kaya has just finished
her GCSEs, but her school
in Nottingham has axed her
A-Level choices because of
Tory funding cuts.
“I’ll now have to take an
hour’s bus journey every
day to get to college because
of cuts,” she told Socialist
Worker.
As well as anger, there is
a growing determination not
to let the Tories get away
with their attacks.
Kaya said, “I can’t vote, but
I can have a say about my
future by coming out here in
Nottingham and protesting.”
From school funding cuts
and £9,000 a year university
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tuition fees to the housing
crisis, young people are being
denied a future.
May’s attempt to stitch up a
deal with the DUP has added
to many people’s anger.
Abby, a student, told
Socialist Worker, “The Tories
have shown that they don’t
care about gay people and
women by trying to go in
with the DUP.”
Many people have been
angry about austerity for a
long time. Yet there hasn’t
been a widespread sense
that ordinary people can fight
back and win.
But the support for Jeremy
Corbyn and the socialist policies he represents is

At the Bfawu bakers’ union
conference last week, Labour
shadow chancellor John
McDonnell said, “We need
every union mobilised, get
out on the streets.
“Just think if the TUC
union leaders put out that
call, that we want a million
on the streets of London in
two weeks’ time.”
That struck a chord. As
James said, “I don’t want to
wait until 2022 for another
election. We can’t allow this
to carry on. We need to stand
up and make a revolution.”
Sammy, an education
worker in the Unite union,
told Socialist Worker, “When
my union supported a demonstration in April we had a
quarter of a million people on
the streets for the NHS.
“It should do that again.”
The national demonstration on Saturday 1 July called
by the People’s Assembly, can
be a key focus for this growing discontent.
We must pile the pressure
on the Tories to push their
crisis to breaking point.
Not one day more #ToriesOut.
National demo, hosted by the
People’s Assembly. Sat 1 July,
12 noon, Portland Place, London
W1A 1AA. Details bit.ly/2rIA4Qk
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