
TORIES’ NEW GRENFELL BETRAYAL

 RACIST
 SCHEME
 TO BURY
 JUSTICE
May rips up 
promise to
give survivors
deportation
‘amnesty’

by ALISTAIR FARROW 

SURVIVORS AND other people 
affected by the Grenfell Tower fire 
have been cynically and shame-
fully betrayed by the Tories.

In June immigration minister 
Brandon Lewis announced a one-
year amnesty for undocumented 
migrants affected by the fire. 

It meant that, for a short period, 
if they came forward they would 
not be deported.

Without such a pledge people 
know that by offering what could 
be vital evidence they open them-
selves up to deportation.

Now even that wholly  inadequate

>>Page 3 Angry—Chris Imafidon

Fast food bosses get shakes as 
workers relish action >>Page 6

Why stop and search 
won’t cut knife crime

Police raids across London aim to disrupt 
Carnival weekend  >>Pages 10&11
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LABOUR PARTY

Can Corbyn 
revive Labour  
in Scotland?
LABOUR LEADER Jeremy 
Corbyn is set to hold a 
series of rallies targeting 
seats held by the Scottish 
National Party (SNP).

Becoming an alternative to 
both the Tories and the SNP 
would be easier if the Labour 
Party backed independence 
and committed to halting 
council cuts.
>>Page 7

STRIKES

Struggle hots up 
with victory and 
fresh walkouts
DISTRIBUTION WORKERS 
in Argos began a two 
week walkout last week.

Their fight comes 
after a victory by fellow 
Unite union members on 
Birmingham bins. They 
show there is a mood to 
fight. Meanwhile the CWU 
union could deliver a 
national Royal Mail strike.   
>>Pages 3, 17 and 20

LATIN AMERICA 

The US’s bloody 
history of coups 
in its ‘backyard’
THE RIGHT warn that 
“something must be done” 
about Venezuela.

But the biggest problem 
with any left wing 
government in Latin America 
is that they keep getting 
toppled with the help of 
foreign powers.
>>Pages 14&15 
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lIT TOOK a solar eclipse for 
bosses in the US to admit that 

their profit comes from workers. 
Consultancy firm Challenger, Gray 

and Christmas reckon if everyone 
took 20 minutes off to watch it’d cost 
$694 million in lost output. “There’s 
very few people who are not going to 
walk outside when there’s a celestial 
wonder happening,” they moaned.

Private hospitals avoid £52m 
tax bill by posing as charities  
PRIVATE hospitals will dodge up to 
£52 million in business rates over 
the next five years, according to the 
CVS surveyors.

That’s because one in four private 
hospitals are actually registered as 
charities. 

This clever scam means that they 
can get up to an 80 percent rebate from 
their business rate bill. 

This includes Nuffield Health, which 
is the third largest charity in Britain 
with an annual income of more than 
£700 million.  

Nuffield is expected to pay just  
£3.2 million over the next five years—a 
saving of nearly £13 million thanks to 
its charitable status.

It presents itself as a benevo-
lent charity  that reinvests all of its 
money into helping patients. In real-
ity, Nuffield was set up in 1957 by the 
British United Provident Association, a 
health insurance company. 

It was part of a web of private inter-
ests that fought a rear-guard action to 
undermine the NHS throughout the 

1950s. The Fellowship for Freedom 
in Medicine, an outfit of right wing 
GPs that was opposed to nationalised 
health care, worked closely with it. 

Today the association is better 
known as just Bupa, the interna-
tional private health firm. It posted 
half-yearly profits of £330 million 
this year. 

Nuffield, its spin off, now runs  
a sprawling empire of 31 hospitals 
and 111 gyms.

Meanwhile, NHS hospitals are 
being hit hard. While private hospitals  
are saving £52 million, NHS hos-
pitals will be hit by a £1.83 billion 
bill for business rates over the same 
period. 

It will come on top of a 19 percent 
increase this year due to a business 
rate revaluation in April. 

Some health bosses in the NHS 
are calling for equality with the pri-
vate hospitals. That’s not enough. It’s 
time to put an end to the sick scam of 
private healthcare that puts money 
ahead of patients.

lTROUBLEMAKER favourite Jacob 
Rees-Mogg has trousered £4 million 

from Somerset Capital Management 
since becoming an MP in 2010.

In the last year alone the Tory right’s 
favourite toff got £1 million from the City 
firm he helped set up.  

On average Rees-Mogg takes £11,600 
a month—on top of his £74,000 a year 
MPs’ salary.  

Queen Camilla would 
cause a right royal riot  
RIOTS WOULD sweep 
across Britain if Camilla 
Parker-Bowles, the 
Duchess of Cornwall, 
became queen. 

That’s according to 
princess Diana’s former 
right-hand man Michael 
Gibbins. He made a series 
of “revelations” in the run 
up to the 20th anniversary 
of Diana’s death. 

The Sun used it to run a 
tirade about Charles and 
Camilla having an affair 
before their marriage.

Then on the front page, 
the Sun splashed Diana’s 
summer love affair with 
Dodi Fayed, the billionaire 
son of an arms dealing 
dynasty. 

That’s different because 
Diana just wanted “a fun 

summer on his yacht”. 
Troublemaker doesn’t 

have Gibbins’s power of 
riot prediction. 

But with the queen 
hinting she’ll step down 
and Charles’ approval 
ratings falling, it would be 
worth inciting one against 
the whole lot of pampered, 
feuding aristos. 

Sinking the Tories’ 
imperial ambitions 
THERESA MAY hailed 
the launch of HMS Queen 
Elizabeth as a sign that 
Britain remains a “great 
global maritime nation”. 

According to the 
prime minister, “Britain 
can be proud of what it 
represents.” 

Britannia may or may 
not still rule the waves, 
but it’s certainly not 
running the skies. 

The Royal Navy’s new 
£3 billion supercarrier 
will formally enter war 
service by the end of this 
year.

But the Royal Airforce 
squadron it’s supposed 
to carry isn’t going to be 
launched until 2023.

To save the Tories from 

the embarrassment of an 
aircraft carrier with no 
aircraft, the US stepped 
in. US Marine Corp F35B 
fighter jets will use the  
ship instead. There’s no 
better representation 
of Britain’s welcome 
decline as an imperial 
power than HMS Queen 
Elizabeth.  

It’s strictly 
come racist 
BRUCE FORSYTH danced 
off this mortal coil at 
his exclusive Wentworth 
Estate last Friday.  

The Troublemaker will 
remember the popular TV 
personality for rhumba—
and racism.

After a Strictly Come 
Dancing contestant was 
called a “paki”, Forsyth 
shrugged, “Everybody has 
a nickname.” 

“We used to have a 
sense of humour about 
this,” he added. 

Fat cats—spot the difference 

‘‘ THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘He’s been 
working 3 day 
weeks since day 
one’ 
Former Department for Exiting 
the European Union chief 
of staff James Chapman 
launches a series of attacks on 
his former boss David Davis 

‘Still got Farage 
on speed dial 
DD?’
The right wing liberal 
Chapman continues his Twitter 
war last week 

‘Not on speed 
dial, I haven’t 
used it in lord 
knows’
Brexit secretary David Davis 
responds to the allegation 

‘DD was also 
relaxed about 
Andrew Neil 
as they drink 
lots together 
regularly’
Chapman claimed right wing 
Brexit secretary Davis drinks 
with right wing BBC journalist 
Andrew Neil

‘Simply untrue. 
Have dined with 
DD once in  
10 years. NEVER 
had drinks with 
him in 20 years 
or more’
Andrew Neil strenuously 
denies ever drinking with Davis

Nuffield—not just a charity 
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No crown for Camilla? 

An artists’ impression of the 
aircraft on board the ship 

Here today, 
but Guam 
tomorrow?
IT WAS duck and cover 
on the US’s Pacific island 
colony Guam last week. 

A “civil danger 
warning” was broadcast— 
by accident. This is meant 
to signal a possible 
nuclear or military attack. 

The false alarm, blamed 
on “human error”, came 
as Donald Trump ramps 
up tensions with North 
Korea. Its leader Kim 
Jong Un has threatened 
retaliation on the island. 

Despite the war of 
words, Guam’s homeland 
security chief George 
Charfauros, said there was 
“no concern of imminent 
threat to Guam”. 

FAULTY FIRM
PriceWaterhouseCoopers 
Top accountancy firm  
lIt was fined £5 million for 
an audit of RSM Tenton 
lAfter the audit the firm 
went into administration
lPwC specialises in 
making workers pay
lIn 2007 PwC helped 
Northern Rock sell its 
mortgage assets while 
acting as its auditor

@



NOTTING HILL 

Let’s party 
against the 
racists
LOVE MUSIC Hate Racism 
will be part of this year’s 
Notting Hill Carnival event in 
west London.  

On Sunday the anti-racist 
organisation is organising 
a float in collaboration with 
carnival legend Smokey Joe. 

The float is sponsored by 
the RMT rail workers’ union. 

Over 2 million people 
attend the event across the 
whole weekend each year. 

Carnival’s roots go back to 
a 1959 indoor event at  
St Pancras town hall, 
organised by Trinidadian 
Marxist Claudia Jones as a 
defiant response to race riots 
the year before. 

It moved to Notting Hill as 
an outdoor parade in 1965.

Atmosphere
This year it takes place in the 
context of the Grenfell Tower 
fire. Recent killings of black 
men by police and the rise in 
Islamophobia from the ruling 
class have also fed the toxic 
atmosphere of racism. 

Police arrested at least  
26 people in “pre-emptive” 
raids on Tuesday.

Carnival will be a welcome 
chance to let off steam. In a 
statement, Love Music Hate 
Racism said it serves as a 
“reminder that there is more 
that unites us than divides us”.

On Monday at carnival 
there is a minute’s silence at 
3pm to remember the dead 
of Grenfell. People are also 
being asked to wear green.

The bank holiday weekend 
also sees the first Govanhill 
International Carnival in 
Glasgow. Nicola Sturgeon 
and Jeremy Corbyn are both 
set to take part.
For more about LMHR’s float in 
London, go to bit.ly/2wgLlc6 
and for Glasgow, bit.ly/2vBKS1o

Argos gets special strike 
delivery at five of its sites
ARGOS WAREHOUSE distribution 
workers are into the second week 
of a three-week walkout at five 
sites around England. The Unite 
union members’ action is hitting 
bosses hard. 

At the Basildon site in Essex one 
picket told Socialist Worker, “Last 
time we had a big effect.

“With three weeks we expect to 
have even more this time.”

They pointed to a customer tweet 
complaining that the strike meant they 
weren’t getting their delivery. “Things 
like that really make the mood buoy-
ant,” the worker said.

Workers are angry at the treat-
ment of 500 colleagues based in 
Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Argos 
outsourced their contracts to firm 
Wincanton.

Under their existing terms and con-
ditions workers would get five-figure 
redundancy pay outs if they’re laid off. 

Wincanton would be liable to pay 
them under Tupe regulations, which 
give workers some protections when 
they’re transfered to a different 
employer. So instead bosses moved 
their jobs to another county.

Travel
“They were basically told to choose 
between 250 miles more travel a 
week or giving up their jobs,” the 
worker explained. “All so that bosses 
could say that no-one was being 
made redundant.”

The first round of strikes in May 
won talks over the Lutterworth work-
ers’ fate. 

It will have made Argos less 
confident about pulling the same 
trick elsewhere, but workers need 
guarantees.

They demand a new deal linking 
further moving of jobs to redundancy 
payouts. This would make it impos-
sible for Argos to get layoffs on the 
cheap.

Workers at four of the sites on 
strike—Bridgwater in Somerset, 

Haywood in Greater Manchester and 
Whitefield in West Yorkshire along-
side Basildon—are covered by a 
national bargaining forum.

The other main demand of the 
strike is that strikers in Barton, near 
Burton-on-Trent, have the option 

to join the forum. This is the fourth 
Argos dispute in eight years, each 
one involving more than one round 
of strikes.

HM Revenue and Customs revealed 
on Thursday of last week that Argos 
underpaid 37,000 workers by an aver-
age of £64 each. 

And the firm is constantly trying 
to chip away at its higher paid ware-
house workforce. 

But it keeps crashing into the 
strength of workers’ organisation—
and the power that its pared-back, 
“just in time” distribution model gives 
workers. 

“We’ve won changes and conces-
sions from every strike,” one worker 
said. 

“We don’t win everything—
it’s always a compromise. But for 

example, after the strike in 2014 we 
won over 100 new jobs and a ring-
fenced number of roles on the higher 
pay rate.

“Argos wants us to wither away, 
but because we took industrial action 
that’s not happening.”

The Basildon workers are linking 
up with other Unite strikers in the 
region at British Airways, Barts Health 
and the Bank of England. 

And they were spurred on by 
the recent victory of bin workers in 
Birmingham (see page 20).

With the support of other trade 
unionists, if they keep their action 
up it could end in another win—and 
send a warning to axe-wielding bosses 
everywhere.
Send messages of support to  
steven.stockwell@unitetheunion.org

BUOYANT IN Basildon—strikers on the picket line Pictures: Dan Keys

Racist scheme to bury truth
>> continued from page 1 
promise has been torn up. 

Last week the Home 
Office excluded anyone 
“whose presence in the 
UK is not conducive to the 
public good.” 

Also excluded is “any 
person for whom there are 
concerns about criminality, 
character or associations” 
and “any person who has 
refused to supply their biometrics.” 

Anyone without the legal right 
to be in Britain could therefore be 
refused an amnesty.

We will never know how many 
died in Grenfell with such racist 
measures. “The government is 
perverting the course of justice,” 

local community 
volunteer Chris 
Imafidon told Socialist 
Worker.

“I had to attend a 
funeral on Saturday 
where a mother buried 
her son―except there 
were no remains to 
bury, not even ash,” 
said Chris. 

“If the government 
carries on this way they won’t get a 
riot, they’ll get a revolution.”

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn was 
right to tell Theresa May last week 
that he feared the priority of the 
present inquiry “is to avoid criticism 
of your party rather than secure 
justice for Grenfell survivors”.

IN THIS WEEK

 1791
Revolution by 
slaves in Haiti 
THE UPRISING by black 
slaves grew to a revolt of 
100,000 within weeks.

Its leaders were 
inspired by the French 
Revolution. The slave 
army went on to establish 
the world’s first black 
republic in 1804. 

Read more bit.ly/2vkw3yg

Stand Up To Racism
conference
Saturday 
21 October
10.30am-
4.30pm

Confronting the  
  rise in racism

Photo: 
Geoff 
Dexter

Friends Meeting 
House,
Euston Road, 
London 
NW1 2BJ
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Anti-racist 
movement 
is new crisis 
for Trump
Mass protests across the US have 
forced White House Republicans out 
the door, reports Alistair Farrow

THE MOVEMENT against Donald 
Trump is marching forward—and 
forcing key figures in Trump’s 
administration out of the White 
House.

Mass demonstrations against fas-
cism and racism have swept the 
country following the murder of 
Heather Heyer in Charlottesville.

The White House’s  entire 
Committee on the Arts and the 
Humanities resigned last Sunday 
in protest against Trump’s refusal 
to condemn the Nazi rampage in 
Charlottesville. 

Earlier in the week Trump had to 
disband three business committees 
after a slew of resignations. He was 
also forced to sack key adviser Steve 
Bannon on Friday of last week.

In an interview earlier this month 
Bannon had advocated a trade war 
with China. “The economic war with 
China is everything,” he said. 

But his removal is unlikely to 
result in an immediate shift in US 
policy towards China.

Before Trump, Obama’s “pivot to 
Asia” policy was designed to hold 
back China militarily and economi-
cally. The methods may change but 
this aim will continue.

Nevertheless, Trump’s supporters 
in the administration are becoming 
thin on the ground. 

Trump has announced tax 

handouts to the rich to placate his 
enemies in the Republican Party.

Those who resigned felt no need 
to do so when Trump announced his 
racist border wall or his infamous 
Muslim ban, or boasted of sexually 
assaulting women. 

So why leave now?

Pressure
Establishment politicians and public 
figures are feeling the pressure from 
the movement from below.

Some 45,000 people turned 
out to oppose 25 pathetic far right 
“free speech” protesters in Boston, 
Massachusetts, on Saturday of last 

BACK STORY
Anti-racist protests have spread 
across the US
lTens of thousands of people 
have taken to the streets after far 
right violence earlier this month
lAnti-racist Heather Heyer was 
murdered when a Nazi ploughed 
into a demonstration with his car 
lShe was on a demonstration 
countering a “Unite the Right” 
march in Charlottesville
lThe far right were marching to 
stop a Confederate statue from 
being taken down 

week. Organisers had expected half 
as many. 

Nicole from Boston Feminists for 
Liberation told Socialist Worker, 
“The turnout was a combined effort 
from the left, though a lot of the 
credit goes to Black Lives Matter 
and the network it has built over 
the years. There was an amazing 
amount of left unity on display.”

That unity has the potential to 
feed into a national movement 
against racism and police brutality. 

“I think this definitely represents 
a turning point, not just in terms of 
the far right but in terms of move-
ments against police brutality in the 

north east,” said Nicole. “Every day 
people stood up to fascists and vio-
lent cops in a way we haven’t seen 
before in Boston.”

So l i da r i t y  p r o t e s t s  w i t h 
Charlottesville also happened inter-
nationally, with some 200 people in 
London. 

In Berlin up to 500 Nazis were 
met by 1,000 anti-fascists. 

Although Nazis have been embold-
ened by Trump, the movement that 
has exploded in response to the 
Charlottesville attack is pushing them 
back.

The next dates in the anti-racist 
and anti-fascist calendar are 26 and 

27 August, when Nazis and racists 
have announced mobilisations in 
Berkeley, California. 

Anti-fascists have called a Bay 
Area Rally Against Hate counter 
protest. 

Some 70 organisations have 
backed it.

The International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union Local 10 branch 
has voted to walk off the job as part 
of the anti-fascist mobilisation.

Trump is under pressure and 
an anti-racist movement which is 
beginning to mobilise the organ-
ised working class could be a nail in  
his coffin.

THE GIGANTIC march in Boston last Saturday  

More troops for Afghanistan
DONALD Trump 
announced a 
significant escalation 
of the continuing US 
war in Afghanistan on 
Monday night.

“My original instinct 
was to pull out,” 
said the racist US 
president. But instead 
he indicated that the 
longest war in US 
history could continue 
for years to come. 

“We will not talk 
about numbers of 

troops or our plans 
for further military 
activities,” he said. 

Some have argued 
that the new position 
is a response to the 
increasing strength of 
the military within the 
Trump administration. 

Key White House 
positions are filled by 
generals. 

Steve Bannon’s 
departure means 
figures such as the 
National Security 
Adviser general HR 
McMaster may get 
more of a hearing. 

General HR McMaster

Anti-fascists in Berlin. The banner reads “no reunion of Nazi criminals”

FIGURE IT OUT

1,966
airstrikes were recorded in 
Afghanistan this year

540-873
people were killed in those 
airstrikes

29-38
of those people were reported to 
be civlians

Source: Bureau of InveStIgatIve JournalISm
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Tear down 
the statues 
that celebrate 
black slavery
CONFEDERATE statues celebrating 
the pro slavery side of the 
American Civil War have become 
the latest symbol of racism that 
activists are targeting to tear down.

City bosses took down four 
statues in Baltimore on Tuesday 
of last week in the face of public 
outrage after the fascist rampage 
in Charlottesville. The University of 
Texas has followed suit.

The mayor of Richmond, 
Virginia, has also called for five 
Confederate statues in the town to 
be taken down. “I wish they had 
never been built,” he said.

Protests have been called across 
the US, particularly in the Southern 
states, to demand statues be taken 
down. 

Sonya Patrick from Wilmington, 
North Carolina, told Socialist 
Worker, “Across the country they 
are protesting.”

Confederate statues in 
Wilmington have been vandalised, 
mirroring what has happened 
across the US. 

Sonya said, “National Black 
Leadership Caucus and Black Lives 
Matter went to the mayor a few 
years ago.

“It was 60 days before the 
former governor passed a bill 
saying none of the statues can 
be removed in North Carolina. 
However, the new governor has 
called for their removal since 
Charlottesville.”

Hypocritical Democrats 
won’t defend migrants
TRUMP’S ATTACKS on migrants 
haven’t let up while the 
movement against him rages. 

There’s broad agreement 
with him among his political 
opponents in the establishment, 
both Democrats and Republicans, 
about his immigration policy. 

Alan Dicker from the Texas 
Detained Migrants Solidarity 
Committee in El Paso, Texas, told 
Socialist Worker, “Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement and 
the Border Patrol have definitely 
been making things harder for 
us. But that’s more the result of 
orders from the top than far right 
mobilisation.”

The hypocrisy of the 
Democrats is most naked around 
the question of migrant rights 
which they refuse to defend. 

A recently proposed 
Republican bill is designed to 
cut immigration to the US in half 
within the decade.

It specifically targets the 
families of people already 
granted citizenship and those 
who can’t speak English.

Trump has faced rebellion 

within the Republican Party over 
some of his legislative agenda.

Alan said the chances of the 
new immigration bill passing 
without any amendments 
are “probably pretty good 
considering the Democrats are 
extremely weak when it comes 
to actually opposing those 
measures”.

An immigration officer guards
migrants awaiting deportation

THE GIGANTIC march in Boston last Saturday  

WHAT WE THINK

THE BELL COULD YET TOLL 
FOR MAY—IF WE FIGHT

 T
HERESA MAY had to 
spend much of the 
summer wining and dining 
more than 100 Tory MPs 
at the Chequers country 

pad in Buckinghamshire. 
That’s the scale of the charm 

offensive the desperate prime 
minister felt she needed to shore 
up support inside her own party. 

But hawking what’s left of her 
political credibility may not be 
getting her very far.

As one Tory backbencher put 
it this week, “The prospect of 
Theresa May leading us into the 
next election is as likely as finding 
out the Pope’s married.”

Once parliament returns May 
will have to ride out ongoing 
divisions and difficulties over 
Brexit (see page 6).

Labour’s gains at the general 
election and the success of 
Jeremy Corbyn’s recent rallies 
are reminders that patience with 
austerity is wearing thin.

The Tories have spent seven 
years wreaking pain and misery on 
working class people, with little to 
show for it and less still to offer as 
an alternative.

Weakened and discredited, May 
will have to preside over this mess. 
And she’ll have to do it with few 

allies even in her own cabinet, let 
alone the wider Tory party—or, 
for that matter, the general public.

A potential cabinet reshuffle 
in October could be another 
flashpoint of discontent, with the 
likes of Davis and Boris Johnson 
resisting May loyalists being 
promoted.  

These divisions are our 
opportunity.

As John McDonnell, Labour’s 
shadow chancellor, said, “We’re 
working on the basis that the 
government could collapse at any 
time. We’ve got to do everything 
we possibly can to divide and 
demoralise them—and push that 
collapse because that’s coming.”

The Tories aren’t happy with 

May, but they’re in no rush to 
get rid of her. With no obvious 
replacement, they fear her 
departure would unleash a 
bruising Tory civil war—and open 
the door to a Labour government.  

As one minister said, “People 
were jockeying before the summer 
but there is no groundswell for a 
new leader at the moment.”

We need to take the fight to 
them.

The victory by bin workers in 
Birmingham last week shows that 
when workers fight they can win. 

We need to build resistance 
on a national level to harness the 
mood against the Tories and use it 
to push them out.

The Royal College of Nursing 
pay rally on 6 September is one 
important opportunity to get 
organised and on the streets.

Crucially, when the Tories hold 
their conference in Manchester 
they should be surrounded by 
protesters. 

Building the People’s Assembly 
demonstration there must be the 
top priority for every activist in 
the coming weeks.

Big Ben may have fallen silent 
over parliament, but if we fight we 
can sound the Tory government’s 
death knell. 

A PACK OF RACIST LIES
 TRAVELLERS DID not run 

amok in a Norfolk seaside 
town last weekend—and the 

town was not put on “lockdown”. 
But racists never let facts get in 
the way of a good Traveller scare.

According to right wing 
newspapers, gangs—or rather, a 
“pack”—of Travellers roamed the 
streets of Cromer fighting and 
stealing. Apparently it was like a 
“zombie apocalypse”.

In fact a tiny number of 
incidents were reported to police, 
who said it would be “completely 

disproportionate” to blame the 
“low-level disorder” on Travellers.

The sad truth is that Travellers 
came to visit a nearby Catholic 
shrine and were met with racism 
and hostility. The pubs and shops 
they tried to visit closed, or told 
them to leave.

Most of the “disorder” 
happened after pub and restaurant 
owners refused to serve groups of 
people simply for being Travellers. 

Newspapers and councillors 
then blamed the Travellers for 
closing pubs and shops “on the 

busiest weekend of the year”.
Some even linked the Travellers’ 

presence to the rape of a teenage 
girl—even though police said 
there was no connection.

It follows a familiar pattern. 
Travellers face racism wherever 
they go. Cops and bigots harass 
them. Newspapers and politicians 
use disgraceful, dehumanising 
language.

Anti-Traveller racism is seen as 
an acceptable form of racism—
and it’s the racist press and the 
government who are to blame.

Weakened and 
discredited, May 
must preside over 
a mess—and with 
very few allies

‘‘ 

Russian
Revolution
centenary

conference
Saturday 4 November

10.30am-5.30pm
£10 / £5 concessions.

Bloomsbury Central
Baptist Church,

235 Shaftesbury Avenue,
London WC2H 8EP

MARCH ON THE TORY 
PARTY CONFERENCE
SUNDAY 1 OCTOBER 

MANCHESTER

thepeoplesassembly.org.uk
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Brexit dilemma is an 
open goal for Labour
BREXIT SECRETARY David Davis has been busily firing 
out plans that may have been designed not to work. 

He spent this week and last publishing position papers 
about what post-Brexit arrangements the Tories want. But 
his aim was less to do with their content than their timing.

European Union (EU) negotiators insist that talks will 
take place in the order of their choosing, with future trade 
arrangements coming last. 

First Britain’s government must reach agreement with 
them on issues including Northern Ireland, the “divorce bill” 
and the future of EU nationals in Britain.

Davis has repeatedly and noisily insisted it’s the other way 
around, with a future trade deal at the top of the agenda. He 
claimed that his own proposals and the response to them had 
“highlighted” that “many questions around our withdrawal 
are inextricably linked to our future relationship”.

Davis is learning what the governments of Cyprus, Greece, 
Spain, Ireland and Portugal learned during the eurozone 
debt crisis. The EU doesn’t negotiate, it dictates.

His proposals may be little more than a negotiating bluff, 
but they do give an insight into how difficult it is to reconcile 
the different pressures on the Tories.

The Tory minister resembles a man trying to ride two 
horses at once in opposite directions.

He needs to reassure bosses that Brexit won’t cause 
disruption while reassuring the nationalist Tory right he 
helped build that it will change everything.

One key dilemma is the European Court of Justice (ECJ), 
a target of the right’s hate. Theresa May vowed to pull out of 
its jurisdiction. The position paper on it was due this week.

But the kind of post-EU trade deal the Tories want would 
require some kind of notionally independent arbitration 
body. That’s in part what the ECJ is.

Rather than leave it only to recreate it, Davis looked set to 
fudge. He pledged in a Sunday Times newspaper article only 
to end the “direct jurisdiction” of the court.

Slippery
Perhaps most slippery is the question of borders. Davis 
wants to turn the EU customs union into a “customs 
partnership” in the hope of getting a “frictionless border” 
for the bosses. To make this compatible with Theresa May’s 
racist scapegoating, he calls for restricting EU nationals’ 
rights to live and work in Britain.

Visa free travel would continue, but working legally 
would require a work visa.

That means avoiding delays at the border by recruiting 
bosses, landlords and—they hope—public service workers 
as proxy border guards. It means more discrimination and 
division—and an extra weapon for bosses to wield against 
any migrant worker who refuses to be underpaid.

Lib Dem former coalition minister Ed Davey claimed that 
it proved Britain could restrict EU migrants while remaining 
inside the EU customs union and single market.

His comments underlined that the liberal defence of EU 
institutions has nothing to do with defending migrants.

Odious former Ukip leader Nigel Farage sneaked back 
onto front pages to attack the government for letting EU 
migrants in at all.

By giving credence to the idea that migrants are a 
problem, Davis’s controls open the door to more calls to stop 
them at the border or get rid of those already here.

The Tories are further restricted on the question of 
Northern Ireland and its border with the Republic of Ireland.

Keeping it open makes their clampdowns on immigration 
incoherent.

But building physical border controls would be a daunting 
enough prospect even without the Tories’ reliance on the 
bigoted Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). With the DUP, it’s 
almost impossible.

That impasse has begun to raise the question of why 
Britain’s sectarian Northern Irish colony still exists. It gives 
the long-held socialist demand for Irish reunification new 
relevance.

Similarly, Davis’s customs and immigration tangle creates 
an open goal for the socialist demand that EU nationals—
and future migrants—should keep all their existing rights 
indefinitely. These simple, radical solutions won’t come from 
the Tory party, of course. But what’s Labour’s excuse?

‘We’re not lovin’ it’—striking 
back at McDonald’s bullies
Trade union members 
are set for an historic 
strike next month as 
activists organise to 
win £10 an hour

WORKERS AT two branches 
of the McDonald’s fast 
food chain have voted by 
a massive margin to strike.
The Bfawu union members 
delivered a 96 percent vote 
for action last Friday.

Their union said the strike 
is over the “failure to deal 
with grievances related to 
drastic cuts to employee 
hours and bullying in the 
workplace—viewed by some 
as a punishment for joining a 
union”. After the vote at least 
one manager was suspended.

Workers also call for  
£10 an hour and the recog-
nition of their right to join a 
trade union of their choice.

The walkouts in Cambridge 
and Crayford, south east 
London, are part of an inter-
national day of action against 
low pay on 4 September.

Link
They will link up with the 
US fast food workers’ Fight  
for $15 campaign. 

Shen Batmaz, a worker 
at the Crayford store, told 
Socialist Worker, “We’re 
going to stand up with our 
brothers and sisters from 
around the world who are 
fighting against poverty pay.

“People don’t want to put 
up with it any longer—we 
need to show McDonald’s 
we’re willing to stand up to 
them.”

The strike undermines 
arguments in the trade union 
movement that so-called 
“precarious” industries are 
too difficult to organise in. 

These McDonald’s workers 
show why the trade union 
movement needs to take 
them seriously.

Shen said, “In the days 
since the ballot result came in 
we’ve had seven people join 
the union at my store and I 
think the Cambridge store 
has had a similar number 
joining.”

Despite workers rais-
i n g  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s 

through official channels at 
McDonald’s, they have been 
ignored. 

Bfawu president Ian 
Hodson said, “McDonald’s 
has had countless opportu-
nities to offer workers a fair 
wage and acceptable working 
conditions.”

Implement
Since the ballot result 
McDonald’s said it will finally 
implement an announcement 
over contracts it made in 
April this year. It came after 
protests by Fast Food Rights 
campaign activists outside its 
stores in Glasgow. 

This would offer 80,000 
workers the chance to get off 
zero hour contracts. 

“We heard nothing about it 
for months,” said Shen. “But 

then as soon as the result of 
the ballot came in they said 
they would implement it by 
the end of this year. 

“It shows that organising 
gets results.”

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn said, “I support 
McDonald’s workers who 
have balloted to strike for the 
first time in the UK.” 

Corbyn went on to say 
that Labour is committed 
to a £10 an hour minimum 
wage by 2020. But inflation 
means that the cost of living 
will likely move beyond that 
mark by 2020. 

McDonald’s workers aren’t 
waiting for politicians to 
negotiate with bosses on their 
behalf in three years’ time, 
they’re pushing for it them-
selves now.

ACTIVISTS HAVE protested to demand that McDonald’s 
drops zero hours contracts

Could you pay some tax with that?
McDONALD’S CAN afford 
to pay its workers a decent 
wage and guarantee them 
secure working conditions.

In April the firm posted 
the highest monthly sales 
in its history for Britain.  

The McDonald’s 
European office was based 
in Luxembourg until very 
recently.

That meant the firm 
only paid 1.49 percent tax 
on its profits of almost 
£1.4 billion from 2009, 
according to the Financial 
Times newspaper.

Late last year, under 
pressure from the mood 
against tax dodging firms, 

it made the decision to 
relocate its European head 
office to London.

Outrage 
In a statement sure to 
provoke outrage among 
the firm’s low paid 
workers, a McDonald’s 
spokesperson told Socialist 
Worker, “We are proud of 
our people at McDonald’s. 

“They are at the heart 
of all we do and we work 
hard to ensure that our 
teams are treated fairly.”

McDonald’s can afford 
to pay workers’ demands 
and then some—but they 
won’t without a fight.The McDonald’s London HQ

ANALYSIS 
DAVE SEWELL
ANALYSIS

FIGURE IT OUT

£1.4 bn
 the profit that McDonald’s 
made through its 
Luxembourg-based 
tax-dodging operations 
2009-2016

£22,800
 not a bad profit rate per 
hour if you can get it. All 
you need are some clever 
tax accountants

£10
 pounds an hour—what 
workers are demanding

Donate to the workers’  
fighting fund bit.ly/2x5J5Sx

Send messages of support 
fastfoodrights@mail.com
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Can Corbyn  
revive hope  
for Labour
in Scotland?
Tour heads north after successes in 
England and Wales—but Scottish 
leader is a problem, says Nick Clark

LABOUR LEADER Je remy 
Corbyn was set to hold a series 
of rallies across Scotland this 
week as part of his summer tour 
of marginal constituencies.

His tour will target seats held by 
the Scottish National Party (SNP). 
Its rise all but wiped out Labour in 
Scotland at the general election in 
2015, though it lost some ground 
itself this June.

Corbyn said his message was that 
“we need to confront the powerful 
interests that benefit from a system 
which makes life for most people 
poorer.”

The tour of Scotland follows 
rallies across England and Wales 
aimed at replicating the huge events 
during this year’s general election.

Mass rallies for Corbyn during 
the general election put the mobi-
lisation of ordinary people at the 
heart of Labour’s campaign. 

They gave the campaign a sense 
of revolt against austerity, the 
Tories and the wealthy elite—and 
succeeded in winning gains against 
the Tories.

Hundreds, sometimes thousands, 
of people turned out to each of 
Corbyn’s rallies last week.

Rallies
He spoke to over 1,000 people 
at rallies in Carlisle in Cumbria, 
Southport in Merseyside, Pendle in 
Lancashire and Bangor in Wales.

Corbyn has said Labour is on a 
“permanent campaign footing” to 
keep the pressure on Theresa May’s 
weak Tory government. 

Labour left group Momentum has 
launched an “Unseat” campaign of 
mass canvassing in areas held by 
high profile Tories such as Boris 
Johnson and Amber Rudd.

Burnley socialist Keith Chadwick 
told Socialist Worker that “local 
activists got a huge lift from 
Corbyn’s visit to Pendle.

 “We can’t wait for the next gen-
eral election to kick out the stand-
ing Tory MP Andrew Stephenson”.

But Corbyn faces a tougher chal-
lenge in Scotland, where the SNP 
posed as a left wing alternative to 

Labour after the Scottish independ-
ence referendum in 2014. 

Labour wrongly sided with the 
Tories in defence of the British state, 
in a referendum where for many 
independence represented an alter-
native to Westminster austerity.

Independence
The SNP’s leader in Westminster Ian 
Blackford said last month that his 
party wanted to rebuild the case for 
independence. 

He vowed to “promote fairness 
and equality” as an alternative to 
“harmful” Tory polices.

But the SNP government in 
Scotland has implemented auster-
ity. There were signs that the shine 
was coming off it at the last general 
election when it lost 21 seats, six of 
them to Labour.

Corbyn attacked the SNP gov-
ernment as an “austerity conveyor 
belt”.  Yet Labour-controlled coun-
cils, such as the one that governed 
in Glasgow until this year, have also 
passed on vicious cuts.

And Scottish Labour leader Kezia 
Dugdale spent the general election 
campaign attacking the SNP gov-
ernment over independence rather 
than campaigning on Corbyn’s radi-
cal manifesto.

Nevertheless there are signs that 
Corbyn’s left wing message is being 
welcomed by growing numbers in 
Scotland—despite Dugdale.

But becoming an alternative to 
both the Tories and the SNP would 
be easier if Labour backed inde-
pendence and committed to ending 
austerity and halting council cuts.

BACK STORY
Jeremy Corbyn spent last week 
touring Tory constituencies
lBig successes include Bangor, 
Carlisle, Pendle and Southport
lMore than 1,000 people at 
each turned out to hear him
lThis week sees him travel north 
to constituencies held by the 
Scottish National Party

CORBYN GREETING supporters in Lancashire last week Picture: Pendle labour

Action urgently needed over pay as 
‘living wage’ found too low to live on
THE TORIES’ sham “living wage” 
is not even enough to allow 
families to support their children, 
according to a shock new report by 
the Child Poverty Action Group.

Two-parent families working 
full time on the National Living 
Wage are £59 a week short of the 
cost of providing their children 
with a basic standard of living. 

Single parents working full time 
on the National Living Wage are 
short £68 every week.

The report also drew attention 
to the effect of the Tory benefit 
freeze on out of work parents.

Single parents relying on 
benefits are typically £146 short 
every week, while unemployed 
couples are short £187.

The report’s author Donald 
Hirsch said Tory benefit cuts had 
made low paid families’ situations 
worse. “The struggle that low 
income families face to make ends 
meet will become steadily harder,” 
he said. 

“That’s especially because it is 
being combined with numerous 
other cuts including the benefit 
cap and the bedroom tax.”

The Tories rebranded the 
National Minimum Wage as a 
“living wage” in 2016—a wheeze 

by former chancellor George 
Osborne to sugar coat low pay. 
It is much lower than the living 
wage defined by the Living Wage 
Foundation.

The Tories’ minimum wage is 
just £7.50 an hour for people aged 
25 and over, falling to just £4.05 
for workers aged under 18.

That’s much less than the actual 
Living Wage of £8.45 an hour, or 
£9.75 for people living in London.

The shocking new figures are 
another reason for the trade 
unions to lead a fight over pay.

The TUC union federation has 
called a rally outside parliament 
on Tuesday 17 October to demand 
that the government lifts the 
1 percent public sector pay cap.

This is a good start, but action has 
to be much harder.

The PCS union is organising 
lunchtime protests outside Home 
Office, Ministry of Justice and HM 
Revenue and Customs offices on 
Thursday of next week.

The union is also planning to 
hold a consultative ballot of its 
members in November to see if 
they would be willing to strike 
against the pay cap. 

Activists in other public sector 
unions should follow the PCS’s 
lead and build support for strikes.

FIGURE IT OUT
 £59   weekly shortfall for 

a family with two 
parents working full 
time on the National 
Living Wage

£68  shortfall for a single 
parent family on the 
National Living Wage

Source: child Poverty action GrouP

On other pages...
Postal workers prepare for battle 
against Royal Mail >>Page 17

Former Tory chancellor George Osborne
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Opposing 
the racist  
backlash in 
Barcelona
Campaigning against Islamophobia  
is crucial after the terror attacks, 
writes David Karvala in Barcelona

MUSLIMS, anti-racists and anti-
fascists are organising in Catalonia 
to resist any Islamophobic back-
lash after horrific attacks on 
Thursday of last week.

Muslim groups led a rally last 
Saturday on Las Ramblas, the 
Barcelona avenue where the main 
attack took place.

Xantal, a Catalan Muslim woman, 
told Socialist Worker, “Muslims 
shouldn’t feel obliged to protest 
against terrorism because we are 
Muslims. The attack has nothing to 
do with our religion. The system we 
live under is to blame, not Islam.”

Around 50 fascists from dif-
ferent Spanish and Catalan Nazi 
groups attempted to demon-
strate on Las Ramblas last Friday. 
They were forced to flee by a 
largely spontaneous anti-fascist 
counter-demonstration.

The attacks saw vans driven into 
crowds on Las Ramblas and in the 
town of Cambrils. They killed one 
person in Cambrils and at least 13 in 
Barcelona, with some of the injured 
still in a critical condition.

Spanish Tory prime minister 
Mariano Rajoy declared three days 
of mourning.

Scottish human rights lawyer 
and activist Aamer Anwar, in 
Barcelona for a Catalan inde-
pendence conference, was on 
Las Ramblas.

“I was very lucky to survive,” 
he told Socialist Worker. “I was 
about to sit down, but it was 
busy and my son in Glasgow 
wanted a Barcelona foot-
ball kit, so I walked on.

“Then the van came 
seconds from where I 
had been. I ran when 
everyone ran. I 
heard screams and 
crashing noises. 

“Being Muslim 
didn’t  give me 
immunity from 
t h e s e  m e n — 
g e t t i n g  a 
Barcelona kit for 
my boy possibly 
saved my life.”

Police killed six alleged terrorists 
including the man they say drove 
the van in Barcelona. Isis claimed 
the attackers as its “soldiers” though 
this has largely been met with 
scepticism.

Muslims at Saturday’s rally 
described hearing muttering and 
racist comments about them, and 
there are fears that more overt 
Islamophobia could develop. 

Graffiti was sprayed on a mosque 
in the town of Montblanc saying, 
“You’ll die, fucking Moors.”

Racism
But politicians in Catalonia and 
Spain have largely been cautious 
and avoided open racism. 

This is partly a legacy of the 
anti-war movement in the Spanish 
state—one of the largest in 
Europe—and more recent protests 
for refugees.

It also represents the ongoing 
work of Unite Against Fascism and 
Racism (UCFR) to confront fascist 
groups and Islamophobia, particu-
larly in Catalonia.

Rajoy’s predecessor Jose Maria 
Aznar was punished at the ballot 
boxes for lying about a terror-
ist attack in Madrid in 2004. 

Rajoy faces a referendum 
on Catalan independence, 
called in open defiance of 
the Spanish authorities, on  
1 October.

UCFR ac t i v i s t  Mar ia 
Dantas, a member of revolu-

tionary socialist group 
Marx21, told Socialist 
Worker, “The left 
and social move-
ments have to sup-
port our Muslim 
sisters and brothers  
a g a i n s t  t h e 
I s l a m o p h o b i c 
attacks that have 
already increased.

“Muslim people 
in Catalonia are not 
alone.”

Additional reporting 
by Socialist Worker 
journalists

ON SATURDAY’S demonstration in Barcelona Picture: DaviD Karvala

VENEZUELA

Two rival parliaments compete for 
legitimacy as the US backs the right
DIPLOMATS REPRESENTING the 
US, Britain, Spain, Mexico and 
other countries rallied around 
the right wing opposition in 
Venezuela last Saturday.

Taking sides in a standoff 
between two parliaments, the 
US and its allies came closer 
than ever to declaring the left 
wing Venezuelan government 
illegitimate.

Coming barely a week after US 
president Donald Trump refused 
to rule out “the military option” on 
Venezuela, the implications could 
be deadly.

Venezuela’s constitution allows 
for two parliaments. There is the 
national assembly, a permanent 
body in which the right have had a 
majority since 2015.

Then there is the constituent 
assembly, elected last month 
with a mandate to rewrite the 
constitution.

It is solidly held by the pro-
government left since the right 
boycotted its election.

The constituent assembly took 
on the key powers of the national 
assembly on Friday of last week. 

The supreme court had declared 
the national congress “in contempt” 
for swearing in MPs whose 
elections were under investigation.

The national assembly met 
in defiance of the government, 
inviting foreign diplomats to join 
its meeting in a show of support.

Its vice president Freddy 
Guevara declared it “a parliament 

in resistance against an armed 
military dictatorship”. He also said, 
“The Constituent Assembly is null.”

The US declared the transfer 
of powers “illegitimate”, a 
condemnation echoed by several 
Latin American states.

The right has no claim to 
represent democracy.  Millions 
voted in the constituent assembly 
elections, which were legal under 
the very constitution the right now 
claims to defend.

Since their victory in 2015, right 
wing politicians have damaged 
their standing with disillusioned 
former government supporters by 
backing a violent street movement.

Right wing protests have stalled 
in recent weeks. The elevation 
of the constituent assembly 
gives president Nicolas Maduro 

leeway to legislate in response to 
Venezuela’s crisis.

Yet no constitutional trick can 
end the threat from the Venezuelan 
right and its imperialist backers, or 
the very real social and economic 
chaos they have seized on.

Workers need to organise 
against imperialism and in their 
own interests independently from 
Maduro.

As the two assemblies entrench 
their competing claims to be 
Venezuela’s true parliament, it 
opens the door to a potential 
military coup or US intervention.

This would be a disaster.

On other pages...
Four US-backed coups in Latin 
America >>Pages 14&15

Embattled Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro 

Xantal—”blame the system, not 
Islam” 
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A new train 
guard app
NORTHERN Railway’s 
Facebook account asked 
us to “keep your eyes 
open for suspicious 
activity on our trains or 
at the station, and report 
it using our new mobile 
app feature #Eyewatch”.

Thank goodness 
there’s an app rather 
than a safety trained 
guard on every train—
how reassuring! 

Bev Smith
Durham

Bunch of Tory 
hypocrites
THE SCOTTISH Tory 
leader Ruth Davidson 
slammed Trump’s 
defence of Nazis. Did she 
forget her that own boss 
spent £1.5 billion buying 
the votes of the bigoted 
sectarians of the DUP? 
Hypocrite.

Russell Gallagher
Kirkintilloch

Pay tribute to 
Kent miners
I WAS at Clifton Rise 
in 1977 for the Battle 
of Lewisham and was a 
member of the Socialist 
Workers Party at the 
time.

We leafleted the 
Communist Party and 
churches’ peace march 
at the other end of 
Lewisham to urge people 
to go to Clifton Rise. 

Tribute should 
be made to the 
very physically hard 
contingent of miners 
from the Kent coalfield 
who were there—and 
were also determined to 
break up the Nazi march. 

Pete Ainsley
North London

Don’t watch 
Valerian film
VALERIAN (Socialist 
Worker, 8 August) 
is a teen movie 
masquerading as a 
spectacular event. 

The acting is abysmal. 
The plot? Well, there 
really isn’t much. 

Dave Patton
On Facebook

Who cares if 
Big Ben bongs?
IT’S RIDICULOUS that 
some MPs are criticising 
plans to mute Big Ben to 
protect workers’ hearing 
while they repair it.

I’m more angry that 
we’re wasting £26 million 
on Big Ben!

Kris Hodges
Nuneaton

Take up fight against Tories’ 
vindictive benefits regime
THE TORIES’ attack on 
unemployed and low paid workers 
is stepping up a gear with the 
further rolling out of Universal 
Credit in October. 

Already half a million people are 
on this new computerised benefit 
from the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP). 

It is a savage attack on the 
working class. 

Under the new benefit you have 
to wait for six weeks after signing 
on to get any money. 

Any hardship payments received 
to stop you starving or becoming 
homeless will now be regarded as 
a loan to be paid back.

The really nasty part of 
Universal Credit (UC), and there 
are many, is that it replaces a 

number of “in work” benefits and 
will apply to low paid as well as 
unemployed workers.

Each UC claimant—including 
people receiving Housing Benefit, 
Working Tax Credit or Child Tax 
Credit—must sign a “Claimant 
Commitment” drawn up between 
them and a DWP “work coach”.

Any breach of that can get you 
sanctioned and mean the loss of 
all benefits for up to three years. 

You can be deemed to be 
earning too low an amount and 
expected to ask for longer hours or 
find other work using Universal 
Jobmatch, the DWP’s dodgy 
recruitment website.

This “commitment” expects you 
to be available for work 365 days a 
year. 

Outrageously, this regime 
includes sick and disabled people 
who have been declared too ill to 
work by their GP. But they could be 
declared fit enough to spend  
35 hours a week looking for work.

Universal Credit can only make 
the explosion of food banks and 
homelessness on the streets of our 
cities far, far worse. 

This is only the latest of many 
Tory attacks on the poor but it is 
one of the most vicious. 

The left must take up this issue. 
This brutal and vindictive regime 
must be stopped. 

With the Tories tearing 
themselves apart there’s never 
been a better time to fight back.

Duncan Brown 
Glasgow

A cautious 
approach
THE PCS union withdrew a 
strike ballot last week 
following a threatened legal 
challenge from the Driver 
and Vehicle Standards 
Agency.

This means the ballot 
will be delayed for a week 
while the union provides 
further information on who 
it is balloting and why.

Union reps are confident 
that the ballot will be won. 
But it goes to show that the 
latest anti-union legislation 
is ensuring that unions are 
even more cautious than 
before.

Paul Williams
Nottingham

We won’t be 
intimidated 
IMMIGRANTS made 
Glasgow’s Govanhill area 
the place it is today, 
whether from Donegal, 
Bengal, Russia or Romania. 
We’re proud of that history. 

Govanhill Baths has 
always been a place for the 
whole community to share 
—we reject discrimination 
in all forms. 

We will not be 
intimidated by the racist 
graffiti by Britain First 
supporters that we have 
recently had to suffer.

We will celebrate the 
historic Rock Against 
Racism movement that took 
on and defeated the Nazi 
National Front with an 
anti-racist festival this 
weekend. 

Music can bring people 
together and the festival 
gives us all a chance to 
stand up to racism and 
fascism. We can beat hate 
with love—and dancing.

Fatima Uygun
Glasgow

For more, go to bit.ly/2vBKS1o

Confederate 
monuments 
must fall
SOLIDARITY TO those in 
the US countering Nazis 
and the racist “alt-right”—
and to those who are 
bringing down the statues 
of Confederate generals 
and leaders across the US. 

The “heritage” the Nazis 
defend represents genocide, 
slavery, colonisation, 
racism and war.

After the horrific events 
in Charlottesville it was 

incredible to see activists in 
North Carolina pull down a 
Confederate statue. There 
are still over 700 similar 
statues across the US. 

Anti-fascists in the US 
can stop the fascists but it is 
going to take a mass united 

movement against fascism. 
The potential is clear 

with workers, students and 
faith groups joining 
together in the US to say, 
“Never again!”

Emma Davis
North London

Racist scapegoating 
doesn’t help survivors
PEOPLE ONLY tend to tell 
me about their experiences 
of rape and sexual abuse 
after I’ve talked about mine, 
sometimes years later.

It also means that when 
it happens, people have 
come to me to talk about it, 
knowing I understand, 
won’t be judgemental, 
won’t insist they report it.

For me, it means a 
further impetus to fight for 
an equal society where 
people aren’t viewed as sex 
objects. And for all men 

(it’s almost always men) to 
learn to understand and 
respect the wishes of 
others, and not decide their 
sexual gratification is the 
number one priority at all 
costs.

Also, by falsely claiming 
it’s specifically a “Muslim” 
or “Pakistani cultural 
issue”, you make it harder 
for victims whose abusers 
don’t fall under those 
categories to come forward.

Merlin Reader
Central London

Just a 
thought...

Celebrating the toppling of a Confederate statue in North Carolina
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Knife crime

Stop and search

As the cops demand more 
powers and get ready for 
their annual crackdown 
at Notting Hill Carnival, 
Alistair Farrow spoke to 
people who bear the brunt 
of police racism

P
OLICE IN London are 
using a tragic recent 
spike in knife attacks 
as an excuse to demand 
more funding and an 
increase in racist stop 

and search powers.
Gun and knife crime rose by 20 per-

cent in the year to March. People’s 
lives have been torn apart, but the 
police’s response is no solution. 

The demand for more stop and 
search powers is based on a percep-
tion of knife crime that racially pro-
files young black men—giving cops 
more opportunity to harass them.

Steve, from Croydon, is a young 
black man who’s faced police 
harassment. 

He told Socialist Worker, “Growing 
up black in this country you can’t help 
having these experiences. Black and 
Asian boys have to grow up with 
this like it’s a rite of passage—it’s 
disgusting.

“I’ve been stopped myself and 
have never done anything requiring 
the police’s attention. It scars you in 
terms of wanting to help the police 
with anything in the future.”

A look at the Metropolitan Police’s 
statistics shows how stop and search 
is used in a racist way, particularly 
when it comes to “weapons sweeps”.

Black people are four times 
more likely than white people to be 

subject to the humiliating searches.
The reasons given for stop and 
searches differ from borough to  
borough in London. Suspicion of pos-
session of drugs is the most common 
reason given across the city. 

But where there are more black 
people the number of people searched 
on suspicion of possession of knives is 
also higher (see box).

Dave, who works with young 
people in London, told Socialist 
Worker, “I’ve heard horrific stories 
from the young people I work with 
about police racially abusing and har-
assing people. 

“A lot of people recognise that 
the police are a part of the problem. 
The recent police killings of Rashan 
Charles, Edson Da Costa and other 
black men mean I’m far more wor-
ried about the police.

“When you’re faced with that from 
people who you’re told to respect 
then it’s understandable people look 
outside the law.”

The reasons behind why people 
commit violent crime or carry knives 
are complex, and can’t be explained 
through decreased police resources.

Yet Met police commissioner 
Cressida Dick is actively encouraging 
her police to carry out more stop and 
searches.

“I am very much in favour of stop 
and search. And I’ve said that to my 
officers and I want them to feel confi-
dent to use it,” she said recently.

Justification
Dick argues that stop and search is no 
longer used to target black people—a 
claim that simply isn’t true.

Her justification for the searches 
is that one in three results “in some-
thing being found”. But there’s no evi-
dence that stop and search has any 
effect on preventing violent crime.

After the 2011 riots a decision was 
made to back off from using stop and 
search so frequently. Violent crime 
levels remained almost unchanged. 

If what Dick is saying was true, 
and the recent spike was due to the 
decrease in stop and search, then 
there should be more of a long term 
correlation. There isn’t.

The Stop Now police monitoring 
organisation uses the Met police’s 
own statistics to show there is no 
link between stop and search levels 
and levels of violent crime (see 
graph).

Even Theresa May, speaking to the 
National Black Police Association in 
2015 that evidence surrounding stop 
and search “shows no link whatso-
ever with violent crime”.

The complex reasons for the rise in 
knife crime can’t be addressed by the 
cops. If funding has to go anywhere 
it should be to services that can help 
address the poverty and wider social 
problems that fuel violent crime in 
certain areas.

Steve said, “They’ve closed all the 
after school places for kids, they’ve 
taken away funding for mental health 

It feels like a lead 
curtain has closed 
on our nation. Now 
we need to fight 
even harder

‘‘ 

COPS STOP a black teenager on his way to a previous year’s Notting Hill Carnival  Picture: Guy Smallman
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services in my area. If funding has 
been cut for services then why should 
we be surprised by the result?

“When a kid decides to leave the 
house with a knife you need to look 
at all the factors that play into that,” 

said Steve. “What are you doing to 
understand the situation he’s going 
through? 

“These are the questions that the 
police and the government don’t 
really want to answer.”

Stop and search is targetted ritual humiliation by the state

Notting Hill Carnival—a yearly 
target for cops’ crackdown

 POLITICIANS AND cops 
have seized on violent 
crime statistics as a way 
to justify either closing 

down Notting Hill Carnival or 
moving it to another area. 

A report released by the police 
claims that violent crime at 
carnival rose 86 percent last year 
compared to 2010.

But as west London resident 
Ruby told Socialist Worker, 
“Every year they’re coming up 
with a fresh excuse to shut down 
carnival. In my experience it’s the 
police that start violence.

“In 2007 at carnival I was with 
a group of friends near Ladbroke 
Grove Tube station. No one was 
doing anything. 

“The police were dressed in 
riot gear and they started beating 
their batons on their shields, then 
they charged us and hit people.”

Police traditionally raid people 
and increase stop and searches in 
the run up to carnival. The yearly 
crackdown takes on particular 
importance this year with the 
Grenfell Tower fire still fresh in 
people’s minds.

Tensions in the area are already, 
justifiably, running high. The 
police aren’t running their usual 
nakedly repressive operation on 
the streets.

Excuse
But that doesn’t mean there isn’t 
a crackdown going on. “The 
authorities even tried to use 
Grenfell as an excuse to call off 
carnival ‘out of respect’ for the 
victims of Grenfell,” said Ruby. 

“But people need that time—
not to forget, but just to have a 
release where everyone can come 
together.”

Police have also announced 
plans to use facial recognition 
software at this year’s carnival, a 
system they trialled last year. Civil 
rights campaigners have warned 
that the move has no legal basis. 

Cops claim that they will 
check people’s images against a 
database of wanted people and 

that other images won’t be kept. 
But why should anyone trust 

them? They have kept people’s 
DNA on file despite them being 
released without charge. This was 
only reversed with the Protection 
of Freedoms Act 2012 and the 
cops can still apply for special 
permission to retain DNA even if 
someone hasn’t been convicted.

Other new measures at carnival 
include strict controls on steel 
bands, with ID checks, lorry 
searches and restrictions on entry 
and exit of the area for band 
members.

The Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea (RBKC) 
council website says road 
closures are also going to be, 
“supplemented by road barriers at 
key entry points to the route”.  

 Crowd control measures like 
shutting off roads increase the 
density of crowds and therefore 
the likelihood of crushing. Cops 
have warned of a potentially 
“catastrophic public safety 
incident” but still block off roads.

Shutting
The institutional racism at 
the heart of the police force 
conditions the way it treats 
different events and those with a 
high proportion of black attendees 
are treated with suspicion. 

Cops used the 2011 riots as an 
excuse to police the event more 
heavily, and to begin shutting it 
down at 7pm.  

With each year the calls to shut 
down the carnival or to move it 
somewhere else grow louder. 

And some local residents think 
that the yearly police crackdown 
and other measures are designed 
to provoke people—providing 
authorities an excuse to shut the 
carnival down.

“They try and say they’re 
making things safer by blocking 
off roads and creating a one-way 
system, but it just pisses people 
off,” said Ruby. “They want to 
increase the tension.

“At the end of the day they 
always prevent people from 
leaving via certain routes. They 
should just let people leave. They 
just want an excuse to shut the 
thing down.”  
Some names have been changed to 
protect people’s identities.

lThere will be a silence at 3pm at this 
year’s carnival to commemorate the 
dead of the Grenfell Tower fire

In full carnival costume—heavily 
armed gang prepares for trouble 
at Notting Hill Carnival (left) led 
by their commander, Cressida Dick 
(below) who wants much more 
stop and search

FACT CHECK
Institutional racism at 
work in London
lCops seem to assume that 
people in areas with larger black 
populations are more likely to be 
involved in violent crime or carry 
weapons
lFor example, 30 percent 
of Lambeth’s population is 
black—the figure for London 
is 17 percent, and the national 
figure is 3 percent
lIn the period August 2016 to 
June 2017 the amount of stop 
and searches on suspicion of 
possession of knives in Lambeth 
amounted to 12.7 percent of the 
borough’s total
lIn Southwark, which has 
a significantly smaller black 
population—3.4 percent according 
to the 2011 census—6.4 percent 
of total stop and searches are on 
suspicion of knife possession

COPS STOP a black teenager on his way to a previous year’s Notting Hill Carnival  Picture: Guy Smallman
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

MANCHESTER
How can we win 
LGBT+ liberation?
Thu 31 Aug, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
70 years since the partition 
of India—what is the 
legacy for today?
Wed 30 Aug, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Fake news, mass media, 
truth and power
Thu 31 Aug, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Capitalism in crisis—
has the bubble burst?
Wed 30 Aug, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRIGHTON
Are we seeing an upsurge 
in workers’ struggle?
Thu 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
The politics of fracking
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Is global multinational 
capitalism all powerful?
Thu 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
St Paul’s,
Hills Rd,
CB2 1JP
CARDIFF
50 years since the 
decriminalisation of 
homosexuality—fighting 
for LGBT+ liberation
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Do we need more police?
Thu 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
EDINBURGH
Racism and the state
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Strathie,
17 Iona St,
EH6 8SG

ESSEX
Soviets or parliament— 
socialism and democracy
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, Chelmsford
CM1 2QL
EXETER
What would socialism 
be like?
Thu 31 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG

GLASGOW
Austerity—the Tories’ 
war on the poor
Thu 31 Aug, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Zionism, antisemitism 
and the left today
Wed 30 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Police and racism—why 
we say black lives matter
Thu 31 Aug, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Why can’t capitalism 
be fair and just?
Thu 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,W10 5XL

LONDON: HACKNEY
Why we look to the 
working class and how 
can it change the world?
Thu 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd,
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Do we need more police?
Thu 31 Aug, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Thu 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,  
141 Greenwich Highn Rd, 
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
The Anthropocene—
capitalism and 
climate change
Wed 30 Aug, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
The Battle of Lewisham 
—when we smashed 
the National Front
Wed 30 Aug, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St, E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Rent’s too high—how can we 
fight for affordable housing?
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
NEWCASTLE
The united front—Trotsky’s 
theory and practice
Thu 31 Aug, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St, NE1 6HQ
OXFORD
The fight for LGBT+ 
liberation today
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way (off 
Cowley Rd), OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Police and racism—why 
we say black lives matter
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
SomerstownCommunity 
Centre, River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Do we need more police?
Thu 31 Aug, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB
SWANSEA
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Thu 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA20BP
WIGAN
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Wed 30 Aug, 7pm,
Little Fifteen pub
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),WN1 1LD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
The Battle of Lewisham—
when we smashed the 
National Front
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW
YORK
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS  

DORCHESTER
Fighting the new racism
Sat 2 Sep, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park, DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRISTOL
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

COVENTRY
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB

DUDLEY
Wed 30 Aug, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP

DUNDEE
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary 
Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

LIVERPOOL
Wed 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting 
House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 30 Aug, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,
SW2 1EP

MEDWAY
Thu 31 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

PLYMOUTH
Wed 30 Aug, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF

SCARBOROUGH
Wed 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

After Charlottesville ... 

Trump, the far right 
and fascism

Socialist Worker
[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker 
(Britain)

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications 
on. Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp. 
Send ‘start’

Send your reports and 
views to  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Sign up to our morning 
newsletter ‘Breakfast in red’.
Go to socialistworker.co.uk/
subscribe

ANTI-FASCISTS clash with Nazis in Charlottesville 

Socialist Worker  23 August 2017
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THEATRE 
THE MAJORITY
National Theatre, 
London SE1 9PX. 
Until 28 August   

ROB DRUMMOND’S new 
one-man play is supposed 
to be about the Scottish 
independence referendum. 

Drummond tells us at the 
start that he will ask, “How 
did we get here—and how 
do we get out of it?” 

Much of what follows 
concerns his friendship 
with the eccentric socialist 
Eric, who he first meets 
in Glasgow’s George 
Square the day after the 
referendum defeat.

Their absurdist story 
takes in Nazis, nationalists, 
refugees—and bee-keeping. 

All this is really a 
means for Drummond 
to put a series of 
increasingly awkward 
moral propositions to his 
audience. Each of us were 
directed to answer yes or 
no using electronic pads. 

Unfortunately the 
content of the play doesn’t 
live up to the promise of 
the imaginative set-up. 

It’s unclear how the 
dilemmas presented relate 

to the referendum. 
Despite a record 

voter turnout in the 
independence poll, 
Drummond tells us that he 
didn’t vote. 

And the play even 
implies that his was the 
right choice.

The point seems to be 
that life’s important issues 
aren’t a matter of “yes” 
or “no” binary choices—
but that’s how things are 
presented to us. 

There’s some humour 
and sharp observations 
along the way, but the 
play’s message is contained 
in a phrase by Drummond’s 
Tory-voting mother. 

“The feeling that you 
have when you are in the 
right is exactly the same 
as the feeling that you 
have when you are in the 
wrong,” she says. 

This is followed by an 
appeal for more nuance 
and mutual understanding 
between left and right. 

As Drummond’s socialist 
friend Eric would no doubt 
have concluded—what a 
pile o’pish.
Roddy Slorach

Facing dilemmas

‘People aren’t satisfied as 
pedestrians in the system’ 
Sope Dirisu, who takes the lead role in Shakespeare’s Coriolanus this 
autumn, spoke to Lois Browne about a play debating power and the people 
DIRECTOR ANGUS Jackson’s ren-
dition of William Shakespeare’s 
Coriolanus will be the first in the 
series of plays depicting the decay-
ing Roman Empire. 

It is part of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s (RSC) Rome season this 
autumn.  

In his official RSC debut Sope 
Dirisu takes on the fiery main role of 
warmonger Coriolanus in this trag-
edy about the Roman general’s rise 
and fall. 

He spoke to Socialist Worker about 
a production that’s riddled with rel-
evant debates around the power of 
the state and the people. 

In his acting history, Dirisu has 
embraced political messages. “I love 
the pressure, the responsibility of 
the story I’m telling and I think that 
only enhances your performance and 
makes you more accurate,” he said. 

One of his past roles was as 
Cassius Clay (aka Muhammad Ali) in 
One Night in Miami at the Donmar 
Warehouse, London. 

For Dirisu, the arts are an impor-
tant way of exploring the social issues 
we face today. 

“Sometimes the news makes me 
switch off from the world because it’s 
all so depressing,” he explains. 

Holding 
“But by entertaining and challenging 
people at the same time, I feel as an 
actor that you’re holding the audi-
ences’ hands. 

“You’re leading them through a 
discussion, through a play, through 
a world that can be less abrasive.”

Arguments about democracy, 
grassroots movements and the 
strength of community are interwo-
ven throughout the play. 

Dirisu says one of the greatest aims 
for the rehearsal process is to ensure 
that these arguments are clearly con-
veyed alongside the storytelling. 

“The first scene opens with the citi-
zens and the population in complete 
disarray,” he explains. 

“But by the end or even middle of 

the play we see the power of the 
people, they’re all pulling together 
in the same direction.” 

He likens it to the unity seen 
after the Grenfell Tower fire and 
for Jeremy Corbyn in the general 
election. 

Alternatives 
And Dirisu is aware that this is 
encouraging people to look for 
alternatives beyond parliamentary  
politics. “People are no longer  
satisfied being pedestrians in the 
system,” he said. 

“We’ve got amazing people like 
the rapper Akala, who are saying 
okay the election didn’t actually go 
our way, but that doesn’t mean we 
should stop our efforts.”

Coriolanus’ conflicted char-
acter is many-sided. He’s a man 

merely performing his duty, coaxed 
into unwanted leadership by his 

mother, yet holds such disdain 
for the people he fights for. 

But ultimately Dirisu and the 
RSC will leave Shakespeare’s story 
in the audience’s hands to draw 
their own conclusions. 

As Dirisu said, “We’ve not come 
here saying that people should be 
leaving the theatre thinking a cer-
tain way. 

“But we want people to re-eval-
uate what side of the fence they sit 
on and why.”

Coriolanus  
15 September until 14 October,  
Royal Shakespeare Theatre,  
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6YF. 
6-18 November, The Barbican, 
London EC2Y 8DS

You can lead the 
audience through 
a discussion, 
through a play, a 
world that can be 
less abrasive

‘‘ 

ACTOR SOPE Dirisu (left) 
takes on the lead role in 
William Shakespeare’s tragedy 
about the rise and fall of 
Roman general Coriolanus.
It’s part of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company’s Rome 
season this autumn  
(see below) 
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FOUR COUPS 
THE US 
BACKED...
THE RIGHT hail the chaos 
in Venezuela as proof that 
socialism never works—and 
warn that “something must 
be done” by the “international 
community”.

But the biggest problem with 
any remotely left wing govern-
ment in Latin America is that 
they keep getting toppled with 
the help of foreign powers. The 
continent has seen repeated 
and brutal US interventions.

Making socialism a success 
means keeping imperialist hands 
off it—and pushing for change 
from below. Here are just a few 
examples of when the US did—
and didn’t—get its way.

GUATEMALA 
1954
THE ORIGINAL “banana 
republic”, early 20th century 
Guatemala was dominated by 
the US owned United Fruit 
Company.

United Fruit owned over  
40 percent of the land and, 
working with a series of military 
dictators, enforced a regime of 
poverty. Top White House and 
CIA spy agency figures were 
closely linked to the firm.

From the mid-1940s the 
governments of Juan Arevalo 
and then Jacobo Arbenz began 
to pursue moderate reforms, 
driven forward by strikes and 
peasant mobilisations.

These included trade union 
rights and limited redistribution 
and taxation of land.

The CIA financed, armed and 
trained a paramilitary force to 
overthrow Arbenz in 1954. CIA 
planes bombarded Guatemala 

City from the air as its proxy 
army invaded from Honduras.
Arbenz resigned within a week.

The coup put an end to 
democracy. For four decades 
successive dictatorships ruled 
through terror and slaughtered 
tens of thousands of people.

The coup came as no sur-
prise, with the US and its allies 
banging the drum for months.

But Arbenz knew army chiefs 
weren’t behind him. When he 
refused to arm the workers and 
peasants it left him helpless. 

T r a g i c a l l y  t h e  P G T 
Communist Party, which was 
part of his government and 
growing in strength, went along 
with this instead of rallying 
resistance itself.

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 
1965
THE US government considered 
the Dominican Republic firmly 
under its thumb.

US troops occupied it from 
1914-26. Of dictator Rafael 
Trujillo’s gruesome regime, US 
secretary of state Cordell Hull 
famously said, “He may be a 
son-of-a-bitch, but he is our son-
of-a-bitch.” Then, when Trujillo 
became a liability, the CIA had 
him assassinated in 1961.

But ordinary Dominicans 
refused to stick to the script of 
an orderly transition to a more 
presentable right wing leader. 
They elected Juan Emilio 
Bosch, who tried to enact social 
 democratic reforms.

The rich turned against him, 
and top generals and former 
Trujillo allies mounted a coup. 

But rebels led by sections of 
the military rose up to restore 
Bosch, and were initially suc-
cessful. US president Lyndon 
Johnson sent over 40,000 
troops to stop the resistance 
turning into a revolution. 

They occupied the country 
and installed a former official 
of Trujillo’s, Hector Garcia-
Godoy, as provisional president. 
He helped US firms carve up the 
nation’s wealth. Before leaving, 
the occupiers “oversaw” the 
election of Trujillo’s minister 
Joaquin Balaguer.

CHILE 
1973
FORMER CHILEAN president 
Salvador Allende is one of his-
tory’s most famous political 

martyrs. He made his last defi-
ant speech under the bombs 
of a military coup that killed 
30,000 people.

It followed a long period of 
“destabilisation”. Much like 
in Venezuela today, the right 
organised counter-demonstra-
tions of the middle class and 
the bosses tried to shut down 
the economy.

The CIA funded their organi-
sations and directed US firms to 
help them “make the economy 
scream”. It pressured generals 
to impose a “military solution”.

But the bloody coup wasn’t 
just aimed at Allende’s reform-
ist Popular Unity coalition. It 

sought to crush a wave of mass 
action.

Peasants and poor people 
seized land.

Workers struck and formed 
“cordones”—organisations to 
coordinate production and beat 
the bosses’ sabotage. They set 
up self-defence committees to 
repel right-wing violence.

But Allende believed his only 
hope was to try and unite every-
one—including the rich and the 
right—behind the constitution. 
This proved disastrous.

He appointed his future killer 
General Augusto Pinochet to 
the head of the armed forces. 
And he did all he could to 

Jacobo Arbenz

Juan Emilio Bosch

Salvador Allende

Manuel Zelaya

Fidel Castro

Hugo Chavez

AMERICA’S 
BACKYARD 
SOAKED IN 
BLOOD
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MORE ONLINE
What’s 
going on in 
Venezuela?
Watch a talk by 
Andy Brown, writer for 
Socialist Worker and the 
International Socialism 
journal, at bit.ly/2wnON41

demobilise workers—particu-
larly the powerful miners who 
struck to defend their pay.

The Communist Party had 
real influence in the working 
class, and used it to argue for 
patience and moderation. This 
fatally handed the initiative to 
its worst enemies.

HONDURAS 
2009
HONDURAS HAD been a key 
US base for crushing other 
uprisings in Central America. 

Then president Manuel 
Zelaya, though coming from 
the right wing Liberal Party, 
began to explore alternative 
alliances with left governments 
in Venezuela and Bolivia.

After hiking the minimum 
wage he held an unofficial  
referendum on democratising  
a  cons t i tu t ion  born  o f 
t he  US ’ s  b ru ta l  1980s 
 counter-revolutionary war on 
Nicaragua.

The army withheld ballot 
boxes then arrested Zelaya for 
protesting. 

The coup provoked enor-
mous protests. But the US 
state department under Hillary 
Clinton threw its weight behind 
the army. 

It gave a stamp of legitimacy 
to sham elections to, as Clinton 
put it, “render the question of 
Zelaya moot”.

Honduras spiralled into 
violence and had the highest  
murder rate in the world,  
outside a war zone, for many 
years. The police, army and 
state-backed paramilitaries 
were often to blame.

Clinton responded by increas-
ing US aid to the Honduran 
police and military, including 
a new £20 million tailor-made 
propaganda programme. 

...AND TWO 
THAT FAILED
IMPERIALIST STATES are pow-
erful, but not all-powerful.

The US has generally gone in 
behind reactionary forces in the 
countries it seeks to dominate—
the rich, the political right and 
the army—rather than alone. 

Their viciousness, and their 
reliance on US support, speaks 
to how much they fear the power 
of the poor. That power has only 

increased with the growth of an 
urban working class. Two major 
humiliations for the US expose 
the limits of its power.

CUBA 
1961
THE 1959 revolution boosted 
ordinary Cubans’ confidence 
while demoralising the rich and 
the right. Its leader Fidel Castro 
initially enjoyed huge support.

Tha t ’ s  one  r ea son  a 
CIA-backed invasion attempt 
failed spectacularly, and 
repeated attempts to assassi-
nate Castro even more so.

But what kept US revenge at 
bay in the long run was an une-
qual alliance with Soviet Russia.

This was hardly ideal. It 
dragged Cuba into a  superpower 
conflict that nearly ended in 
nuclear war.

It strengthened the most 
authoritarian aspects of Castro’s 
government and brought eco-
nomic domination eerily simi-
lar to that previously imposed 
by the US.

VENEZUELA 
2002
THE BEST example of resistance 
comes from Venezuela itself.

US-backed plotters who 
arrested left wing president 
Hugo Chavez didn’t reckon with 
the tens of thousands who rose 
up and surrounded the presi-
dential palace demanding his 
return.

Those same masses mobi-
lised to beat a Chile-style bosses’ 
strike in 2002-3 and an attempt 
to oust Chavez by referendum 
in 2004.

But even left wing govern-
ments rest on what Chavez 
himself called a “bourgeois 
state” that will oversee work-
ers’ exploitation until the day it 
is “pulverised”.

In order to govern i t 
Chavez—like Arbenz, Bosch, 
Allende, Zelaya and so many 
others—increasingly put alli-
ances with capitalists before the 
mobilisation of workers.

That’s why his successor 
Nicolas Maduro is in such deep 
water now.

The alternative is to build 
workers’ own strength—in 
opposition to such a state.
Dave Sewell

Workers transformed  
society—and themselves

Ideas can change fast 
in a revolution, as 
ordinary people start 
to take control of their 
own lives and the 
world around them 

IN FEBRUARY 1913 mass 
demonstrations of workers 
and peasants filled the streets 
of the Russian capital. They 
were celebrating 300 years of 
tyranny by Tsar Nicholas II’s 
Romanov dynasty.

Yet four years later in 
February 1917 those same 
women and men overthrew 
the Tsar. As their revolt 
continued, it prised open the 
door to a socialist society 
based on human liberation. 

That’s because the Russian 
Revolution wasn’t just a 
change at the top of society.

People’s everyday lives 
were changing. Through 
the process of fighting back, 
ordinary working class 
people began to take control 
over their own destinies.

As they did so, the grip of 
what the revolutionary Karl 
Marx called the “muck of 
ages”—bigoted ideas such 
as sexism, superstition and 
deference—began to loosen. 

Bosses
Society was being turned 
upside down. Historian 
SA Smith describes how 
workers began telling 
bosses what to do—and 
sacking those who refused. 

He describes how workers 
dealt with the chief of the 
Puzanov factory’s Black 
Hundreds, a right wing 
Tsarist murder squad.

“He was tossed in a 
wheelbarrow, red lead 
was poured over his head, 
and he was ignominiously 
carted out of the factory 
and dumped in the street.”

The foreman was fired for 
“rude treatment of workers” 
and “forced overtime”.   

“Wheel barrowing” was 
common. Smith describes 
how “at the Baltic shipyard 
at least sixty members of the 
administration were demoted, 
transferred or carted out of 
the factory in wheelbarrows”.

Workers took over the 
running of their own factories 
through factory councils. 

And through bigger workers’ 
councils—or “soviets”—
they set about directing 
society as a whole too. 

Human potential that 
had been held down for so 
long was being unleashed. 

Socialist journalist John 
Reed, an eyewitness to the 
Russian Revolution, wrote 
that “all Russia was learning 
to read, and reading–politics, 
economics, history—because 
the people wanted to know.

 “We came down to the 
front of the Twelfth Army, 
back of Riga, where gaunt 
and bootless men sickened 
in the mud of desperate 
trenches. When they saw us 

they started up, with their 
pinched faces and the flesh 
showing blue through their 
torn clothing, demanding 
eagerly, “Did you bring 
anything to read?”

The soviets seized 
power from the Provisional 
Government in October 1917. 
A new workers’ government 
passed decrees that furthered 
the changes already afoot.

Literacy
Trains were dispatched across 
Russia to bring literacy, 
culture and revolutionary 
ideas. After 1917 there was 
a flourishing of art, literature 
and culture with bottom-up 
workers’ art collectives. 

Revolution had begun 
to uproot the old social 
relations. The power of the 
church was being challenged, 
though not broken. 

The basis of sexual 
oppression was also being 
challenged as communal 
kitchens, laundries and 
nurseries were set up to free 
women from domestic labour.

Some 90 percent of 
Petrograd’s population and 
60 percent of Moscow’s 
ate communally in 1919.  

But taking this further 
depended on the revolution 
spreading—and getting help 
from more advanced nations, 
such as Germany and Britain. 

Instead it was isolated, and 
its gains undermined by civil 
war and counter-revolution. 

But for a few years workers 
proved how much of what 
we’re told is human nature 
can be turned on its head.
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution tinyurl.com/sw1917

THE TRAIN of culture on its way to the countryside

1917 TIMELINE
18 August (31 August by 
the modern calendar)
lPetrograd Soviet votes to 
abolish the death penalty
lDespite the objection of 
Menshevik leaders, the vote 
is 900 for and four against
lProvisional Government 
decides to respect the 
Soviet decision rather than 
provoke workers’ anger

Ninety percent 
of Petrograd’s 
population ate 
communally in 
1919

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION
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A song of ice on fire—Greenland burns
WHAT APPEARS to be 
Greenland’s largest ever 
fire is now burning into its 
fourth week. First spotted on  
31 July, it’s expected to stay 
ablaze well into September.

Some 80 percent of the 
surface of Greenland is now 
covered in ice. 

On the remaining tundra 
wildfires are uncommon and 
generally small. But a hot, 
dry summer has made 2017 
a record year for fires.

The average temperature 
in July of this year was 7.1 
degrees Celsius, compared to 
6.3 degrees for 1961-1990. 

According to Nasa, almost 
no rain fell in Sisimiut, the 
nearest city to the fire, in 
June and half the usual 
amount in July.

Destruction
The smoke could speed 
up the destruction of the  
Greenland ice cap.

Crucially, it fits into a 
broader pattern of major fires 
all over the northern hemi-
sphere this summer.

More than 60 people were 
killed by huge forest fires in 
Portugal in June. 

This was part of a heat-
wave that saw 60 wildfires 

blazing across the small 
country in just one night.

That heatwave generated 
an arc of fires stretching from 
northern Algeria to southern 
Ukraine. 

In Romania and Italy there 
were almost three times the 
usual amount of wildfires.

Similar dramatic increases 

in wildfires took place in the 
US and Canada.

Scientists are working out 
whether the Greenland fire 
can be firmly attributed to 
climate change.  

The same question hangs 
over a “mega-tsunami” that 
destroyed  a Greenland fish-
ing village in June.

Massive chunks of glacier-
held rock fell for more than a 
kilometre into the sea, kick-
ing up a wave 100 metres 
high. 

Water from melting glaciers 
is the number one suspect  
for causing the landslide, 
and climate change models  
predict this kind of disaster.

Any given fire can have 
any number of causes, from a 
lightning strike to a discarded 
piece of glass, and there have 
always been heatwaves. But 
the pattern is undeniable. 

The climate is getting 
hotter due to greenhouse gas 
emissions.

This summer’s fires sound 

an urgent warning of how far 
down this path we’ve already 
come.

Warming that turns even 
icebound Greenland into kin-
dling is deadliest in poorer 
and hotter parts of the world.

One recent study predicted 
that by 2100 parts of the 
Indian subcontinent could 
see regular humid heatwaves 
hard even for healthy adults 
to survive.

Adapting to survive in such 
a hot world would mean a 
complete transformation in 
how society is organised. 

Migrate
Everything from food produc-
tion to housing would need 
to change—and hundreds of 
millions of people may need 
to migrate.

Even this would be in vain 
without ending the fossil 
fuel-addicted economy that 
continues to pump out more 
emissions.

But the capitalist system 
that puts profit first stands 
in the way of such adapta-
tions—and with them, the 
survival of billions. 

Failing to confront it 
means fiddling while the 
world burns.

THE FIRE in Greenland raises a stark vision of the future 
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Privatisation at heart of bosses’ attacks on workers
ROYAL Mail managers 
are already feeling the 

heat. Just this month they 
announced they were 
backing down from plans 
to cut workers’ sick pay 
and allowances.

The CWU leadership 
has given Royal Mail 
bosses until 6 September 
before they formally notify 
them of a strike ballot.

It said it wants to give 
Royal Mail bosses one last 
chance to reach a deal 
through negotiations.

In the union’s timetable 
for action, the ballot will 
begin on 14 September 
and close on 3 October. 

That means workers could 
strike in the Autumn, 
when the increasing 
volume of mail in the 
run up to Christmas 
means their action will 
have most effect.

But some CWU activists 
hope that if they can 
deliver a strong enough 
yes vote, they may not 
need to strike at all.

Michael said, “Our 
executive’s attitude is, the 
stronger a vote for action 
we get, the less likelihood 
of industrial action because 
the more we’ll get from 
Royal Mail in negotiations.”

But it would be a 

mistake to base a strategy 
on not taking action.

Since Royal Mail’s 
privatisation in 2014, 
the pressure from 
competition means 
bosses are looking 
for ways to 
cut costs and 
maximise 
profits.

That 
pressure 
is behind 
Royal 
Mail’s 
attacks 
on pensions 
and pay—
and moves 

to increase numbers of 
part-time workers and 
put back deliveries.

That means 
conditions are already 
getting worse for 

postal workers. As 
one told Socialist 

Worker, “We’re 
getting more 
and more 

work 
heaped 
on us all 
the time. 

Targets are 
getting 
more 

unrealistic. 
“Every 

time someone who 
worked full time leaves, 
they’re replaced with 
a part-timer—that’s if 
they’re replaced at all.”

And Royal Mail 
bosses will keep coming 
back for more.

Paul explained, 
“Privatisation drives it—
it’s a race to the bottom. 

“If Royal Mail get 
just half of what they’re 
looking for, they’re 
only going to come 
back for the other half 
in a couple of years.

“If we don’t fight 
this we’re going to 
lose everything.”

BACKGROUNDCHECK 17

Union lays out battle plan to 
counter squeeze on conditions
Recent unofficial walkouts in Royal Mail have shown the mood to fight the bosses’ attacks.  
Nick Clark argues that combativity and action is the way to push the CWU’s dispute forward
THE RUMBLINGS of a brewing 
storm in Royal Mail have grown 
louder over the past few months—
and could soon burst into a huge 
national strike.

The coming battle will pit postal 
workers against their bosses, Tory 
anti-union laws and the forces of  
privatisation in a fight for their live-
lihoods. Royal Mail management 
want to drive down almost every 
aspect of workers’ pay, pensions and 
conditions.

The workers know what’s coming 
and are up for the fight. 

As Southampton postal worker and 
CWU union activist Michael Goozee 
told Socialist Worker, “There’s a lot 
on the line.

“This is the first big dispute we’ve 
had since Royal Mail was privatised 
in 2014. It’s probably going to be the 
first big fight of many.”

At the heart of the dispute is an 
attack on pensions that could cost 
some Royal Mail workers thousands 
of pounds a year in their retirement.

Bosses want to close the defined ben-
efit pension scheme—where workers  
get a fixed yearly payment based 
on their average wage—claiming  
they can’t afford it. 

Contribution
They want to shift all workers onto a 
defined contribution scheme, where 
the amount paid out depends on how 
well bosses have invested the pension 
fund in the stock market casino.

That means workers won’t know 
how much they’ll get until they retire, 
but they will certainly get less. Some 
could lose thousands of pounds every 
year.

On top of that, bosses are also 
coming for pay. 

Instead of a proper pay rise 

next year Royal  Mail  wants  
to fob its workers off with a paltry 
lump sum of just £250. 

Compare that to chief executive 
Moya Greene who got a 23 percent 
pay rise last year—to £1.9 million.

Just last year Royal Mail made 
£712 million in profit. And the com-
pany’s shareholders got £230 million. 

Yet they’ve still got ambitions to 
cut workers’ wages even more with 
attacks on sick pay and allowances 
for extra duties.

The scale of the attack has 

provoked a bitter and angry response 
from workers. As Michael said, “It’s 
their futures at stake.”

Anger
Large numbers of CWU members 
have turned out to workplace meet-
ings up and down the country over 
the past few weeks in a show of 
strength and anger.

One postal worker, who didn’t 
want to be named, told Socialist 
Worker, “There’s a feeling that we 
can’t let this go without a fight.

“My own office has never been one 
for fighting—they’ve always been 
more reluctant to support disputes. 
But I think there’s going to be a strong 
response this time.”

A steady drip feed of unofficial 
walkouts has added to the sense that 
CWU members are ready for a real 
fight.

Paul Garraway, a CWU rep in 
Oxford said that at every workplace 
he’s been to “the response I’m get-
ting from members is, ‘Why aren’t we 
going now?’”

Organising 
lays basis 
for action

IF THE CWU strike 
ballot goes ahead, it 

will be the first strike 
across Britain since the 
new Tory anti-union 
laws were introduced 
last year. 

Those laws say that 
for a ballot to be legal, 
at least 50 percent of 
those eligible to vote 
take part. In other 
unions there’s a real 
worry that this means 
getting a national strike 
without defying the law 
is all but impossible. 

That doesn’t mean 
that the argument can’t 
be taken up—or that 
national strikes can’t be 
delivered, illegal or not.

The CWU is confident 
that it can smash 
the threshold hands 
down. If it does, it will 
show that the new 
laws can be beaten.

Meetings
Anger at the planned 
attacks in Royal Mail is 
likely to produce a big 
vote for strikes. The CWU 
has strong organisation 
inside Royal Mail—as 
recent big workplace 
meetings have shown.

This is partly a legacy 
of the militant—often 
unofficial—action that 
the union was known 
for in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s. 

Following the CWU’s 
example in other 
unions means a focus 
on ways to build up a 
base of activists and 
members who can be 
actively involved.

Taking action is 
the best recruitment 
sergeant to show the 
relevance of the union 
when it fights. But it is 
also about relating to 
the political mood that 
exists for an alternative 
to Tory austerity.Posties are under pressure 

from unrealistic targets

Socialist Worker  23 August 2017

WORKERS HAVE been holding meetings about the four pillars 
campaign in delivery offices, like in Stowmarket (top left) and on 
the gates of delivery offices, like in Bury (top right and left)

Pictures: @cWuneWs on tWitter



18 REPORTSSocialist Worker  23 August 2017

IN BRIEF 

Council workers 
ballot in Coventry
THE GMB union is balloting 
workers in Coventry 
council’s children’s services 
department.  

The Labour-run council is 
planning on pushing through 
a restructuring package.

 This could see  
14 children’s centres closed, 
ending all council-run nursery 
provision and the loss of up 
to 100 jobs. 

Justine Jones, GMB 
organiser, said, “Our 
members feel that they have 
not been listened to and they 
are left feeling angry and 
upset.

“Their only recourse is to 
now look at taking industrial 
action.”

Rashan Charles 
inquest delayed
THE INQUEST into the death 
of Rashan Charles has been 
delayed until August 2018. 

Rashan died after being 
chased into a shop and 
restrained by a police officer 
in Hackney, east London, last 
month.

His death sparked angry 
protests against police and 
racism. 

Mary Hassell, the senior 
coroner for inner north 
London, said, “It’s my 
experience that when the 
IPCC are investigating a death 
such as this, it’s impossible to 
have an inquest at the same 
time.”

The investigation by the 
IPCC, the cops’ pet watchdog, 
confirmed that Rashan did 
not swallow illegal drugs 
before his death. 

Sellafield bosses 
try nuclear option
BOSSES AT Sellafield 
nuclear power plant have 
blocked unions from holding 
workplace meetings ahead of 
a ballot for strikes over pay. 

Workers in the Unite and 
GMB unions at the Cumbria 
plant rejected a 1.5 percent 
pay offer in June.

They are now balloting for 
strikes.  

Graham Williams, a Unite 
regional official, said, “This is 
unprecedented.

“We are currently arranging 
a series of meetings off the 
Sellafield site.”

Peace activists 
won’t be intimidated
POLICE ARE ramping up 
their attempts to stop regular 
protests outside the Royal Air 
Force Menwith Hill base in 
North Yorkshire. 

Peace campaigners protest 
there on Tuesday evenings. 

There was a visible 
increase in the number of 
Ministry of Defence Police on 
Tuesday of last week. 

The protests will continue 
at Menwith Hill every Tuesday 
evening from 6pm as we 
refuse to be intimidated by 
the police.
Neil Terry 

 BA cabin crew protest 
 outside Heathrow HQ
by DAVE SEWELL 

STRIKING BRITISH Airways 
(BA) cabin crew went on 
the offensive on Wednesday 
of last week with a surprise 
protest at the offices of 
Heathrow Airport Ltd.

After rallying at Hatton 
Cross Tube station, where they 
often picket, workers took a 
bus to right under the airport 
bosses’ noses. 

There they made as 
much noise as possible, 
with whistles, vuvuzelas, air 
horns and the help of several 
musicians.

One striker went round the 
car park putting the workers’ 
leaflets into the door handles. 
“The message is that the onus 
is now on Heathrow to tell BA 
to get round the table,” they 
explained.

The Unite union members 

were on their 71st strike day 
this year against poverty pay. 
They make up BA’s “mixed 
fleet” of workers hired since 
2010 on worse conditions than 
existing crew.

Sarah told Socialist Worker, 
“I moved here from Newcastle 
to do this job. 

“But with the prices down 
here I’m left with very little 
money and had to take out an 
overdraft.”

Soaring 
With profits soaring, BA can 
easily afford to pay. Sarah said, 
“They’ve basically decided to 
pay as little as possible.”

Bosses have spent a fortune 
on trying to ride out the strike. 
But if they hoped this would 
demoralise workers into giving 
up, the strikers’ determination 
has proved them wrong.

Ross told Socialist Worker, 
“I want to go back to work, but 

with a living wage and without 
being penalised for taking 
industrial action.”

One veteran of the 2010 BA 
strike, the defeat of which led 
to mixed fleet being set up, 
urged strikers to keep going. 

He pointed to reports that 
BA is planning to attack the 
pensions of its other crews, 
which could bring them out on 
strike too and “bring BA to its 
knees”.

Bosses don’t want to 
negotiate, but the workers 
rightly refuse to back down. 

Jonathon told Socialist 
Worker, “We’ve come this 
far, and things aren’t going to 
change if we go back to work 
now. 

“If everyone sticks to the 
stance we’ve taken, we can 
win.”
lTo send messages of support 
or donate to the strike fund go 
to bit.ly/2lgs0Ou

STRIKERS BROUGHT the fight to Heathrow Airport bosses’ front door  Picture: Guy Smallman

Tenants fight plans to 
merge two associations 
A 100-STRONG meeting of 
tenants and residents in 
west London vowed to fight 
the merger of the Genesis 
and Notting Hill housing 
associations on Wednesday 
of last week.

It would have disastrous 
consequences for tenants. 

One Notting Hill tenant 
told Socialist Worker, “There 
was a unanimous decision 
that we intend to fight this 
merger all the way.

“The boss of Genesis 
has said people should be 
looking to the market to 
solve their social housing 
problems.

“This latest news is 
another way of further 

entrenching the shift 
of housing associations 
towards acting like private 
companies.”

Some 50 protesters rallied 
outside the Notting Hill 
offices in Hammersmith, 
west London, on Monday 
night. 

One Notting Hill tenant 
said, “I fear they are going 
to sell off what they can and 
hike the rents for the rest of 
us.”

Earlier in the day they had 
handed in a letter of formal 
opposition to the plans. 
Thanks to Graham Hogdin
lGo to Genesis Action on 
Facebook for more details or 
visit genesisresidents.org.uk 

BRITISH AIRWAYS  ANTI-FASCISM

INDUSTRIAL NOTES
Are bosses allowed to ship in agency workers to replace strikers?
THE ISSUE of bosses using 
agency workers in an effort to 
replace strikers has come to 
the fore in recent disputes.

In fact, agencies aren’t 
allowed to supply workers 
specifically to cover work that 
isn’t being done because of 
lawful industrial action.

They can’t even supply 
workers to cover the work of 
a worker who is covering the 
duties of a colleague taking 
part in industrial action. 

This is prohibited by 
Regulation 7 of the Conduct 
of Employment Agencies 
and Employment Businesses 
Regulations 2003. 

This doesn’t mean bosses 
won’t try such schemes. For 
example, in Doncaster this 

week the contractor Suez 
was caught out (see page 20) 
when one of the agencies it 
uses, Aim Recruit Ltd, had 
advertised for new workers. 

“This work is to cover 
industrial action and the 
workers will need to cross a 
picket line,” it stated. 

Rush 
This would be clearly illegal 
and Suez had to rush out a 
statement. “A recruitment 
advert was brought to our 
attention earlier this week,” 
it said. 

“Although Suez was 
not directly named in the 
advert, it clearly creates the 
misleading impression that it 
was placed on Suez’s behalf. 

We will be investigating 
further and will take a robust 
approach to dealing with this 
issue.”

However, agency workers 
already in place as part of 
normal business can carry on 

as usual. And the law does 
not prevent firms employing 
temporary workers directly, 
or outsourcing work to an 
external provider.

This creates a legal “grey 
area” companies can try to 
exploit.

As always the key issue is 
the militancy of strikers, and 
the strength of workplace 
organisation. 

For example, during the 
Barts health workers’ strike 
in London trade unionists 
occupied the offices of an 
agency that was supplying 
scab labour to outsourcing 
bosses Serco. 

They shut its offices down 
and stopped it. 

Some companies would like 

a free rein to use agencies to 
replace strikers. The Tories 
promised to allow this by 
getting rid of Regulation 7 
yet never got beyond the 
consultation it ran in 2015. 

Threatened 
The threatened changes to 
allow mass scabbing were 
quietly dropped.

Even where agency workers 
are already employed, it is 
not impossible to win them to 
supporting the strike.

This is what happened in 
the victorious bin strike in 
Birmingham (see page 20). 

Strong action, serious 
picketing and insisting bosses 
respect the law can beat the 
threat of agencies.

A Serco picket line
 Picture: Guy Smallman 

Protesters oppose Nazis’ 
attempt to exploit scandal
ANTI-RACISTS protested 
in Newcastle city centre 
last Saturday to stop Nazis 
exploiting a child abuse 
scandal.

Protesters occupied Grey’s 
Monument in the city centre 
as part of the rally organised 
by Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) and Newcastle Unites.

The protest was called 
under the banner “Justice for 
survivors of abuse—don’t’ let 
racists divide us”.

It came after 17 men and 
one woman were convicted 
for numerous sexual offences 
against children and young 
women. 

The Nazi English Defence 
League (EDL) has called 
protests in Newcastle to 
exploit the fact that the 
abusers were mostly Asian.

Anti-racist protest 
organiser Daniel Kebede 
said, “We are appalled at the 
horrific crimes and we want 

justice for the survivors.
However, over the past 
two weeks we have had far 
right activity attempting to 
capitalise on these disgusting 
crimes. 

“We’ve got to send 
out a clear message that 
Newcastle needs to stay 
united.”

Anti-fascists are also 
planning to oppose an EDL 
national demonstration in 
Newcastle on 9 September. 
lGo to Stop The EDL: Justice 
For Survivors, Don’t Let 
Racists Divide Us on Facebook 
for details

nANTI-FASCIST protesters 
outnumbered the Nazi 
National Front in Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, last Saturday. 

Police used batons to 
clear the way for the Nazis, 
arresting some anti-fascists. 
But protesters from UAF 
followed the Nazis.

HOUSING 
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 Push for a national  
strike as cuts soar
by NICK CLARK

MORE THAN 800 public 
sector workers are to be 
made redundant in the next 
six months, the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) announced last week.

Hundreds of workers will 
lose their jobs as a result of 
the DWP’s programme of 
office closures. The planned 
cuts will see almost one in 
ten jobcentres—run by the 
DWP—closed across Britain, 
alongside other offices

DWP bosses hope to force 
the redundancies through 
after a consultation with the 
workers’ PCS union lasting 
just 45 days. 

Ballot
The PCS says it is “completely 
opposed” to the redundan-
cies. It added that it expects 
workers to be offered vol-
untary redundancy first, 
but forced into compulsory 
redundancy if they refuse.

Workers at the Eastern 
Avenue jobcentre in Sheffield 
entered the second week of a 
two-week strike on Monday 
against the closure of their 
office.

In a sign of how quickly clo-
sures can be forced through, 
Whitley Bay jobcentre closed 
for good last week. The work-
ers struck on Thursday and 

Friday in protest. Lawrence 
Barnes, PCS rep at the job-
centre, told Socialist Worker, 
“We were only given four 
weeks’ notice of the closure.

“Within that time we had 
to hold a one week ballot and 
give two weeks’ notice before 
we could show solidarity with 

the customers on the last two 
days.”

He added that the closure 
would make life harder for 
benefit claimants.

“Claimants will have to 
travel over three miles to the 
nearest jobcentre,” he said.

“Some of the customers 
that we’re dealing with are 
very vulnerable. Some of them 
struggle to cross the road to 
get to their local jobcentre, let 
alone travel three miles.”

The strike showed the 
potential to organise resist-
ance, but the office’s closure 
and the scale of the job losses 
show the need for a coordi-
nated, national fightback.

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn was set to speak at a 
rally against the closure of the 

benefits centre in Coatbridge, 
Lanarkshire, this Friday at 
1pm, at the Quadrant in Main 
Street.

Steve West, a member of 
the PCS’s DWP group execu-
tive committee, told Socialist 
Worker (pc) that a strike 
across the department is 
needed. “We need to think 
very seriously about what 
reaction we have.” he said. 

“So far the campaign has 
been individual offices and 
branches saying they want to 
ballot for action.

“And the action that has 
taken place has been very 
well supported.

“But the question is, how 
are we going to defeat the 
attacks if we don’t have a 
strike ballot across the DWP?”

TUBE WORKERS

LONDON TUBE drivers are to 
be balloted for strikes over 
pay. 

Aslef union official Finn 
Brennan announced the 
union is now formally 
in dispute with London 
Underground bosses 
over “failure to deliver on 
management pay deal 
commitments”.

These commitments were 
part of a 2015 pay deal 
and include a reduction of 
weekend working and the 
number of days worked a 
week. 

Brennan said, “We cannot 
allow the company to simply 
walk away from parts of an 
agreement because it is no 
longer convenient for them.”

Aslef represents the 
majority of Tube drivers and 
is urging its members to vote 
yes in the ballot. 

TUBE WORKERS’ union 
RMT has extended a ballot 
of its driver members on 
the east of the Central Line 
to now include the west 
of the line. This follows a 
request by members to be 
balloted in defence of their 
colleague Danny Davis.

Danny was sacked last 
month for gross misconduct. 

But the union says his 
treatment was “high-handed 
and overly severe”. It adds 
that the decision did not 
take enough account of 
mitigating factors and was 
inconsistent with similar 
and more serious incidents.

The union said, “His 
dismissal was unfair and is 
a further continuation of 
an increasingly common 
approach and abuse of the 
disciplinary procedures.”
Raymie Kiernan

‘We don’t want crumbs 
from the rich man’s table’
AROUND 400 bus support 
workers in London were 
set to strike on Sunday and 
Monday of next week. 

The strike could cause 
disruption all over London 
if it goes ahead—on the 
weekend of the Notting Hill 
Carnival.

The workers are based 
at the CentreComm control 
centre in Victoria, central 
London.

Transport for London 
(TfL) offered them a pay 
deal of a £250 lump sum 
and no raise for each of 
the next two years. This 
compares to the 3.2 percent 
in one year won from TfL 
by London Underground 
workers.

The strike could mean 
that bus workers don’t 

receive responses for 
emergency alarms. 

This would mean drivers 
are allowed to choose not to 
continue on their route.

Unite regional officer 
Hugh Roberts said, “Hard 
working staff are fed up with 
being treated as the poor 
relations. 

“TfL management 
must understand that our 
members are not going to 
accept a few crumbs from 
the rich man’s table. They 
deserve a decent pay rise.”

He added, “The ball is 
firmly in TfL management’s 
court. The inevitable 
disruption this strike will 
cause can be avoided, 
by the organisation 
entering into meaningful 
negotiations.”

PICKETS AT Sheffield’s Eastern Avenue Picture: Neil terry

HEALTH WORKERS

 Barts NHS dispute critical
>>continued from page 20

think they’re going to get 
something, let’s kick them in 
the teeth’,” Perry said. 

Serco bosses are under 
pressure from 28 days of 
strikes since July, so they 
are trying to play hardball.

Some workers at Whipps 
Cross Hospital were 
concerned that Serco would 
see the suspension of action 
as a victory. 

Workers will have to keep 
momentum up in the next 
two weeks and not give 
Serco any breathing room. 

And there needs to be a 
renewed push for solidarity. 

Strikers have already 
raised money in donations 
from trade unionists and 
campaigners. 

Now there needs to be a 
systematic attempt to raise 
money across the whole of 
the trade union movement.  

Every activist—particularly 
those in the health service—
should invite a Serco worker 
to union branch meetings 
and do collections at work. 

Perry explained that he 
found the mass meeting 
useful because it was the 

“first time we heard the 
details of what’s happened 
at the meeting with 
management”. 

Further rank and file 
involvement can strengthen 
the dispute. 

The strikes have had an 
impact on cleaning inside 
the hospital, but building on 
that is key to piling more 
pressure onto Serco. 

Solidarity from workers 
inside the hospitals can give 
confidence to those workers 
who are still going in to join 
the strike instead. 

The union said that Serco 
has been shipping in agency 
workers in an attempt to 
break the strike. 

Active picketing to ask 
them not to go into work can 
help bolster the dispute. 

If some agency workers 
refused to go in, it would 
cause serious problems for 
the bosses. 

The workers have shown 
their determination to beat 
Serco—that determination 
has to be backed up with 
further industrial action. 
lSend messages of support to 
the strikers’ facebook page at 
bit.ly/2tMx1Uy

BUS WORKERS

Fight for  
pay justice

Action over 
sacking

RAIL WORKERS

Coordinated action will 
defend guard on the train
RAIL UNION RMT announced 
a series of strikes in its ongoing 
campaign against the bosses’ 
push to extend driver only 
operation (DOO) and get rid 
of guards. This is a plan driven 
by the Tory government.

Workers at three 
companies—Southern, 
Northern and Merseyrail—are 
set to walk out on 1 September 
for a coordinated strike and 
kick off four days of action.

Guards on Southern are to 
begin a four-day strike that day. 
Merseyrail workers are then 
back out on 3 and 4 September. 
Northern workers will walk out 
again on 4 September.

RMT general secretary Mick 
Cash said, “The public, who 
support RMT’s campaign for a 
guarantee of a guard on their 
trains, will be appalled. 

“Arriva Rail North have 
failed yet again to offer any 

kind of progress whatsoever 
in the talks. They have instead 
opted to try and bulldoze 
through their plans regardless. 

“It is that flagrant disregard 
for the safety issues which 
leaves us with no option but to 
press on with strikes.”

Meanwhile RMT members 
protested at Waterloo station 
in London on Monday to 
demand South West trains 
bosses give a guarantee over 
retaining guards. It was the 
first day of the new franchise. 

A company poster says, 
“Guards—to help keep you 
informed and safe on our train 
we employ ‘legends’—well, at 
least that’s what our customers 
think.” But they won’t 
guarantee those “legends” stay.

RMT is currently balloting 
Greater Anglia members after 
bosses failed to give that 
guarantee.

SOLIDARITY
Support Sheffield strikers
lJoin picket lines at 19 
Eastern Avenue, S2 2FZ
lMessages of support to 
leeds@pcs.org.uk
lDonate to the fighting 
fund by cheque to PCS 
DWP Group, 3rd Floor, 
Town Centre House, 
Merrion Centre, 
Leeds LS2 8LY

Labour’s John McDonnell has backed the strike Picture: Guy Smallman
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 BOSSES BEATEN   
 BY BIN STRIKES
by DAVE SEWELL

REFUSE WORKERS in 
Birmingham have stopped 
the  Labour  counc i l ’s 
attack on their terms and 
conditions. 

Their daily walkouts mobi-
lised most workers to the 
picket lines and disrupted 
bin collections for almost 
two months. Unite union 
convenor Richard Beddows 
told Socialist Worker it was 
a “massive victory”.

Bosses wanted to get rid 
of the “grade three” workers 
who supervise the back of the 
bin lorries. It meant over 100 
job losses and would have 
undermined safety.

Impose
Management also wanted 
to impose a new shift pat-
tern meaning more work in 
a shorter time, and they sus-
pended a Unite rep.

But last week concilia-
tion service Acas announced 
that council cabinet leaders 
agreed in principle to keep 
the grade three posts.

Richard said, “We’ve 
stopped more than 100 guys 
from getting the sack, and 

established the security of 
the role which means there’s 
another 30 or 40 vacancies.

“And we’ve got recogni-
tion that the safety function 
of having someone look out 
at the back of the lorry can’t 
be replaced by CCTV in the 
driver’s van.”

The suspended rep is back 
at work, and further talks will 
draw up new shift patterns 
with the union’s input. 

The industrial action has 
been suspended. 

With the agreement only 
“in principle” and the shift 
patterns yet to be decided, 

the workers must remain 
vigilant. Richard said, “We’re 
only on a voluntary pause 
from striking.

“So if they renege on what 
they’ve said we’ll be straight 
back out picketing the gates. 

But if they do that it’ll be 
political suicide—residents 

will turn on them.”
The agreement is a clear 

victory for the strikers—and 
their strategy of escalating 
strikes.

Richard said, “Without 
striking and without the 
solidarity we wouldn’t have 
secured this victory. Agency 

workers weren’t crossing the 
picket line. And we’ve had 
massive public support, and 
lots of money donated to our 
hardship fund.”

This is a particular humili-
ation to council bosses. 

They wanted to turn the 
public against the workers, 
but the anger at piled up 
rubbish blew up in their own 
faces instead.

Outdone
“About 80 percent of the 
public was with us,” said 
Richard. “The council lead-
ers are on £150,000 a year, 
and they’ve been outdone by 
simple dustmen.”

With pay restraint and 
inflation squeezing living 
standards, and austerity con-
tinuing to devastate services, 
this is a valuable example to 
workers everywhere.

Richard said, “This isn’t 
just a victory for us in waste 
management—it can rever-
berate around the country. 

“People need to see that 
by sticking together we can 
make a difference.

“Join a union and get 
organised, so that when your 
employer comes for you you’re 
ready to take them on too.”

STRIKERS HAVE shown how to respond to council cuts—and how to win                                                   Picture: Birmingham SWP

Is Labour contracted firm trying to break the law?
AS BIN workers in 
Doncaster were set to strike 
this week, bosses were 
caught out using agencies 
to hire scab workers. 
This could be illegal.

Unite union members 
were set to strike from 
Wednesday to Sunday 
in the first of two 
planned walkouts over 
pay and job losses.

Contractor Suez had 
made a 2 percent pay offer 
conditional on the removal 
of guaranteed overtime—
meaning most workers’ 
pay would not go up.

It also wants to sack over 
100 workers in a workforce 
of 250. That’s why they 
voted by 89 percent to 
strike over pay and are 
preparing for a second 

ballot over the job losses.
Unite revealed an 

advert circulated by Aim 
Recruit—an agency used 
by Suez—for work loading 
refuse lorries in Doncaster.

“This work is to cover 
industrial action and 
the workers will need 

to cross a picket line,” it 
says. The law prohibits 
using agency workers to 
cover strikers’ work.

The buck for this stops 
with the Labour council 
that contracts its work to 
Suez. It is shameful for a 
Labour council’s contractor 

to impose massive cuts 
through illegal scabbing.

Jeremy Corbyn needs 
to intervene. He must 
make clear that Doncaster 
mayor Ros Jones needs 
to bring the council’s 
private contractors to 
heel—and bring services 
back in-house.

The workers plan a 
second walkout from 
Saturday of next week.

Another dispute looms 
in Wigan, where Unison 
union members have called 
a strike on Thursday of 
next week followed by a 
six-day overtime ban.

The Labour council plans 
a move to three-weekly bin 
collections which will bring 
workers long and irregular 
hours as well as job cuts.

Barts NHS dispute critical
THE FIGHT by outsourced 
health workers in 
east London against 
multinational Serco is 
at a critical stage.

The Unite union 
members at Barts Health 
NHS Trust had planned to 
walk out for five days—
as part of a series of 
strikes into September. 

But at mass meetings 
on the picket line at 
the Royal London and 
Whipps Cross hospitals 
last Friday the workers 
backed Unite’s proposal 
to suspend their action. 

They now plan to call 
fresh walkouts that allow 
for negotiations to take 
place during the next 
two weeks. Socialist 

Worker understands that 
Serco is expected to put 
forward a new offer to 
Unite in this period.

Unite had held 
negotiations with 
bosses on Friday of last 
week. Perry, a Unite 
union member, told 
Socialist Worker, “We 
were expecting Serco 
to come back with a 
better offer after that.”

When an offer 
wasn’t put forward 
“the rumour factor set 
in and a few people 
thought that we had 
lost because they hadn’t 
come with an offer”. 

“Perhaps Serco 
believed, ‘They
>>continued on page 19

The shameful ad says “workers will need to cross a picket line”
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