
ANTI-RACISM

Racist cops try to ruin 
Notting Hill Carnival 
AS HUNDREDS of thousands of people partied 
in the streets of west London last weekend, 
police tried to spoil the fun with almost 1,000 
arrests. It was part of their annual clampdown 
around the Notting Hill Carnival—a 
celebration of multiculturalism that cops hate.
>>Page 20

BREXIT

Right wing Labour 
MPs cheer party shift 
LABOUR’S changed position on Brexit 
will please some of Jeremy Corbyn’s 
most bitter enemies. The party’s 
shadow Brexit secretary, Keir Starmer, 
announced Labour now wants Britain to 
stay in the pro-business single market.
>>Page 3

AFGHANISTAN

West’s endless war for 
imperial control
AFTER 16 years of occupation the US is 
preparing to send thousands more troops 
to Afghanistan. Days after Donald Trump 
announced a “new strategy” last week, 
military commanders claimed the first 
soldiers had already arrived.
>>Page 17

Failure to plan creates wave of anger at US authorities >>Pages 4&5 
TEXAS STORM FLOODS POOR
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Spy cops demand that 
victim cover legal costs
HELEN STEEL is one of 
eight women who was 
a victim of the spy cop 
scandal in which police 
spies infiltrated campaign 
groups and trade unions.

She has been ordered 
to pay £7,000 to cover 
the Met Police’s legal bill 
for the 2015 court case 
relating to the scandal.

Steel took to Twitter 
to express her dismay, 
“Morally bankrupt Met 
Police sent spycop John 
Dines to invade 
my life and 
privacy. Now 
demand I pay 
them £7,000 
for seeking to 
expose that!”

In 2014, a 
court ruling 

allowed the police to 
maintain that they would 
“neither confirm nor deny” 
whether cops were spies 
and Helen launched an 
appeal, which she lost.

The letter, from 
Weightmans LLP, demands 
that Helen pay the five-
figure sum and informs 
her that she was sent 
reminders in August 
and September 2015.

Only by tracking down 
Dines did she receive an 

apology and 
admission 
that he had 
been a spy.

An ongoing 
inquiry into the 
spy cops is yet 
to take evidence 
from witnesses.

 Fat cats are the acceptable 
face of capitalism  for May
THERESA MAY attacked greedy 
bosses to mask a U-turn on plans to 
curb fat cat pay this week.

She accused some business leaders 
of having “abhorrent” wage packets. 
But plans to name and shame corpo-
rate chiefs were watered down by the 
government.

Original proposals for workers on 
boards and shareholder votes on bosses’ 
pay are replaced by promising staff a 
“louder voice”—whatever that is.

 May denounced business chiefs who 
award themselves huge pay hikes and 
flout corporate rules as “the unaccepta-
ble face of capitalism”.

May said, “A minority of firms are 
falling short of the high standards we 
expect of them. Some have deliberately 
broken rules that are designed to protect 
their workers.

“Others have ignored the concerns of 
their shareholders by awarding pay rises 
to bosses that far outstrip the company’s 
performance.”

She added, “When big businesses are 
brought into disrepute, public trust in an 

open, free enterprise economy is weak-
ened. It damages the social fabric of our 
country.”

One Tory MP George Freeman accused 
May of “flirting with anti-capitalism”

But it’s unsurprisingly anything but.
May has pledged to produce a register 

of companies facing shareholder revolts 
to make sure they are held to account. 

Last year she was proposing to make 

shareholder votes on pay binding, rather 
than advisory as they are now.

A public register would simply formal-
ise information that is already public.

Firms can now assign a non-executive 
director to represent employees, create 
an employee advisery council, or nomi-
nate a director from the workforce.

The changes are as meaningless as 
the rhetoric.

lA FIFTH of all donations 
during the election, or 

£4.4million, to the Tories came 
from the hedge fund industry. 
Just 60 individuals gave 
£5.9 million between them. 
They pay £50,000 a year to be 
in the Tories’ Leaders Group 
donor club. This buys them 
dinners with Theresa May.

l “TEN YEARS on, the crisis leaves 
a dark legacy,” a Financial Times 

newspaper editorial lamented while 
marking the tenth anniversary of the 
global financial crisis. On the very 
same day the “Money” section of 
the paper launched “Rich People’s 
Problems” column. The debut 
piece addressed the pressing 
issue of titanium credit cards. 

Airline invents a 
strike to save money  
EASYJET IS helping to 
keep the strike figures 
up. The airline has been 
accused of inventing an 
air traffic control strike 
to avoid paying out 
thousands of pounds 
in compensation for a 
cancelled flight.

EasyJet blamed 
the cancellation of its 
Gatwick to Belfast flight 
on industrial action, and 
turned down claims for 
compensation. 

Airlines 
have to pay 
compensation 
of £230 per 
passenger for 
a cancelled 
flight unless it 
is caused by 
factors outside 

their control, such as 
strikes or bad weather.

However, no air traffic 
control strikes took place 
on the day of the flight. 

Passengers waiting to 
board the aircraft saw 
an engineer attend the 
plane and overheard him 
tell ground staff it was 
not fit to fly.

If a cancellation is due 
to technical problems 
with an aircraft, airlines 
must pay compensation 

in full.
Easyjet 

said the initial 
response was 
an admin error, 
and has agreed 
to compensate 
all passengers 
on the flight.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Pound’s 
weakness boosts 
demand for 
British goods’
The paper of record The Times 
on 10 August

‘Weak pound 
fails to boost 
trade’
The paper of record The Times 
on 11 August

‘I’d better black 
me face’ 
The cricketer Geoffrey Boycott 
complained that knighthoods 
were handed out to West 
Indian players “like confetti” 
but he had not received one 

‘You get to walk in 
the footsteps of 
Alan Turing’
Spooks of GCHQ when asked 
if it was a pleasant place for 
LGBT+ workers. Alan Turing 
was sacked by GCHQ for being 
convicted of the crime of being 
gay. 

‘The Tory party 
is never far from 
self-destruction 
when it fears  
it might lose  
the next election’
Margaret Thatcher’s former 
press secretary  
Bernard Ingham

‘Today as in 
the 1930s, real 
fascism comes 
from the Left’
Tory bigot Norman Tebbit

What crisis?

Scab

ALL RISE

So transparent 
it is invisible
NEARLY HALF the papers 
the government was 
supposed to release for 
public scrutiny have been 
held back. Departments 
are expected to publish 
details of spending as 
well as information on the 
gifts, hospitality, meetings 
and travel of ministers and 
officials.

But 92 out of the 
202 “transparency” 
publications are either 
late or missing.

Some nine out of 22 
departments are late 
publishing lists of civil 
service staff moving to 
business appointments 
or have never published 
them. 

Nineteen out of 22 are 
late to publish lists of civil 
servants who are in “off 
payroll arrangements”, 
often used to reduce tax.

Place on the board? You’re having a laugh

Helen Steel

Cops start to 
investigate 
Tory callers
POLICE HAVE launched a 
“significant” investigation 
into allegations that the 
Tory party’s use of a call 
centre for canvassing could 
have broken electoral law.

Footage obtained by 
Channel 4 News alleged 
that the party employed 
a telecoms company in 
Neath, south Wales, to 
directly canvass voters in 
marginal seats with cold 
calls.

Staff at the call centre 
are said to have contacted 
voters to promote Tory 
candidates in at least ten 
marginal seats on election 
day.

£4.5million
average bosses’ pay 
package for top 100 
companies

129
pounds bosses “earned” 
for every pound earned 
by the average worker

1,264
pounds P&O Cruises 
owner Carnival’s boss got 
for every pound a P&O 
worker earned



 CWU to back Momentum
THE CWU union plans to affiliate 
to left wing Labour supporters’ 
group Momentum.

The union, which organises 
workers in the postal and 
telecoms industries, announced 
the plan on Wednesday of last 
week.

Momentum emerged 
out of Jeremy Corbyn’s 
first successful leadership 
campaign in 2015. 

It helped mobilise 
activists to canvas for 
Labour in this year’s 
general election. 

It has defended 
Corbyn against the right 
in Labour. Yet it has 
also had problems with 

infighting, and has been caught 
between building an outward 
looking social movement and 
fighting internal battles within 
Labour.

A bulletin sent to CWU 
branches said that the union 

wants to work with 
Momentum “to promote 
a trade union agenda 
within the Labour Party”.

It also wants to embed 
“trade union values” 
within Momentum.

The CWU’s decision 
was made by its national 
executive committee in 
July, and will have to 
be ratified by its annual 
conference next year.

 New stats 
show lies on 
migration
OFFICIAL FIGURES released 
last week exposed Tory lies 
about migration. 

Net migration—the 
difference between the 
number of people arriving 
and the number leaving—has 
fallen by a quarter in a year.

Net migration was 246,000 
in the year to March, 81,000 
fewer than the previous year.

Figures released by the 
Office for National Statistics 
show more European Union 
(EU) migrants leaving, and 
fewer people arriving across 
the board.

The number of EU citizens 
leaving rose by 33,000. 
From the EU8 group of 
eastern European countries, 
the number of new arrivals 
plummeted from 40,000 to 
just 7,000.

The number of 
international students also 
fell by 27,000. 

Fewer
It’s hardly surprising that 
fewer people want to live and 
work in Britain. 

Theresa May has refused 
to give EU citizens any 
guarantee that their rights 
will continue after Brexit.

Migrant workers 
contribute an enormous 
source of wealth—their 
labour. So bosses’ groups 
and some Tories warned that 
business could soon face a 
labour shortage.

Politicians talk as if 
Britain is being “overrun” 
by migrants. In reality it 
struggles to attract enough 
workers.

But the drop is also a 
stark warning that May’s 
xenophobic turn is having an 
effect—and must be resisted. 

EU nationals’ full rights 
and continuing freedom 
of movement have to be 
guaranteed now.

Labour right celebrate  
 party’s shift over Brexit
by NICK CLARK

THE LABOUR Party has made a 
shift on its position over Brexit 
that will please some of left wing 
leader Jeremy Corbyn’s most bit-
ter enemies.

Labour’s shadow Brexit secretary 
Keir Starmer announced that Labour 
wants Britain to stay in the pro-busi-
ness single market after leaving the 
European Union (EU).

In an article published last Sunday, 
he said a Labour government would 
aim to have a “transitional period” 
after leaving the EU. 

This would keep Britain in the 
single market temporarily—and 
opens the door for staying in it 
permanently.

Starmer’s announcement, backed 
by Corbyn, is dangerously close to 
the position of Tory chancellor Philip 
Hammond. It was celebrated by right 
wing Labour MPs.

MPs Alison McGovern and Heidi 
Alexander launched a new pressure 
group, Labour Campaign for the 
Single Market, last Saturday.

They want Britain to stay in the 
single market for good, claiming it’s 
the best way to “protect jobs, oppose 
austerity and defend our rights”.

In reality the single market has 
nothing to do with opposing auster-
ity—and neither do McGovern and 
Alexander. 

Faction
They’re both leading members of 
Labour’s right wing Progress faction, 
Labour’s loudest pro-austerity, pro-
privatisation, anti-trade union voice. 

Progress backs the single market, 
which was set up to promote 
and protect the interests of giant 
corporations.

Its rules have been used to force 
member states to open up their public 
services to private competition.

They have made it harder to 

nationalise industries. They have 
also been used to stop strikes. And 
they would be used against a future 
Corbyn-led Labour government.

Yet the only opposition to the 
single market within Labour came 
from MPs such as John Mann. 

They want to end the single mar-
ket’s only positive aspect—the free-
dom for people to travel and migrate 
inside the EU.

Meanwhile right wing supporters 
of the single market also want to end 
freedom of movement.

The Observer newspaper and 
the New Statesman hailed Labour’s 
shift as a shrewd move for Corbyn. 
Commentators claimed it could 

shore up Labour’s “young, pro-EU” 
supporters.

But Labour’s success at the last gen-
eral election was because Corbyn’s 
campaign focused on the real divi-
sion in society, the one between rich 
and poor.

The left in Labour can put forward 
a left wing vision for Brexit. 

That has to involve extending free-
dom of movement, ending austerity 
and privatisation—and opposing the 
single market.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
The Labour Party has announced 
a shift in its position on Brexit
lIt wants Britain to stay in the 
pro-business single market after 
leaving the European Union
lSingle market rules protect 
bosses’ freedom to move goods, 
services, workers and capital
lRight wing, pro-business and 
pro-privatisation MPs in the party 
celebrated Labour’s shift
lAnd the only opposition within 
Labour comes from those who 
want to end freedom of movement
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 1980
Polish workers 
win union rights
STRIKERS IN Poland won 
a massive victory on  
30 August 1980.

A two-month struggle 
won the right to 
independent unions, the 
right to strike and other 
gains. Food price rises 
sparked the action, which 
weakened the regime.CWU leaders are

backing Momentum

LABOUR’S KEIR Starmer wants Britain to stay in the pro-business single market 
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Poor bear 
the brunt of 
flood horror 
in Houston 
The people of US city Houston have 
been let down by the authorities’ 
failure to plan, writes Dave Sewell

THE WORLD’S richest super-
power has failed to protect 
residents of its fourth biggest 
city from a predictable disaster.

Catastrophic floods hit Houston, 
Texas, on Sunday after the rem-
nants of Hurricane Harvey hit the 
city. Heavy rain is set to continue 
throughout the week.

With swathes of the city under 
water, evacuees crowded into 
the George R Brown Convention 
Center—previously used to host 
refugees from Hurricane Katrina in 
2005.

Authorities reported 316,000 
households without electricity, and 
130,000 meals a day were being 
provided by humanitarian charity 
the Red Cross on Monday of this 
week. 

At least 30,000 people were 
crowded into emergency shelters.

Nine deaths had been reported, 
though many more may have died.

Jason Spencer, spokesman for 
the Harris County Sheriff’s Office, 
told the local press, “We fully expect 
that as the water recedes that there 
would be some grim discoveries.”

Trapped
Ify Echetebu spoke to CNN from 
the upper floor of a house where 
she was trapped with ten others as 
floodwaters crept up the stairs.

Emergency services had told her 
not to expect a rescue for at least 
a day. “We’re nervous to stay here, 
but we are sleeping in shifts,” she 
said. “Now we’re having to deal 
with sewage in the water, snakes 
and alligators.”

The region’s public hospital had 
to be evacuated after flooding dis-
rupted its power supply. 

Residents in wheelchairs were 
only saved from one nursing home 
after it had flooded up to their 
necks.

The US Federal Emergency 
Management Agency warned the 
recovery could take years

As the storm took the city unpre-
pared, officials gave contradictory 
advice. Texas state governor Greg 
Abbott urged people to flee, but 

mayor Sylvester Turner told people 
to stay home.

He said the “crazy” logistics of 
evacuating a population of 2.3 mil-
lion people would create a “night-
mare”. Dozens died on gridlocked 
roads after an evacuation order 
ahead of Hurricane Rita in 2005. 

But the intervening decade 
should have been used to prepare 
better for next time.

Now survivors in the conven-
tion centre and other shelters fear 
a repeat of the squalor, scarcity and 
chaos imposed on people who fled 
Katrina to New Orleans stadium.

Houston is built on a swamp and 
known as the “Bayou City” for the 
rivers and creeks that riddle it. 

It’s notorious as a place at high 
risk of flooding, something climate 
change was already expected to 
worsen.

It’s also a diverse, multicultural 
city where—as with Katrina—many 
of those facing the worst neglect are 
poor black and Latino people.

Luxury homes in the super-rich 
district of Memorial are protected 
by ten metre riverbanks. Working 
class areas get no such protection. 

The people who run the US have 
abandoned its poor to the storm.

On other pages...
Trump plans for war without end 
in Afghanistan >>Page 17

BACK STORY
Houston, Texas, has been 
flooded after being hit by 
tropical storm Harvey
lSome 30,000 people have 
been left homeless
lThe flood is similar to the one 
that hit New Orleans in 2005 
after Hurricane Katrina
lThen US president George 
W Bush never recovered after 
New Orleans poor people were 
effectively abandoned
lTrump—already in trouble—
could see a similar crisis

RESIDENTS OF Houston after the storm 

Trump could face fury after the storm 
PRESIDENT DONALD Trump was 
set to travel to Texas on Tuesday 
of this week. The disaster will be 
a key test for his presidency.

President George W Bush 
never recovered from the 
outrage following Hurricane 
Katrina 12 years ago.

Harvey comes with Trump 
already in crisis.

Trump could come under 
scrutiny for making Kirstjen 
Nielsen his deputy chief of staff 
in a recent reshuffle.

Nielsen was previously senior 
director for preparedness and 
response at the White House 
Security Council when Katrina 
hit. 

She was a key figure singled 
out by two congressional reports 

the following year, accusing her of 
being warned and failing to act. 
Now she has been elevated to the 
top of the Trump White House.

Trump has already set about 
repeating the mistakes that 
made Katrina so devastating, 
cutting funding for the bodies 
and infrastructure that attempt 
to prepare for floods.

But even mainly white areas 
such as Rockport, where Trump 
decisively won last year’s 
presidential vote, could explode 
with anger if he is seen to let 
them down.

The coastal town was among 
the first hit by Harvey when it 
made landfall as a hurricane 
before being downgraded to a 
storm.

Authorities ignored warnings
CITY authorities 
have given private 
developers a green 
light to increase the 
danger of flooding. 

Residents Against 
Flooding, a group 
set up after previous 
floods, has repeatedly 
“begged and pleaded” 
with city authorities 
to “treat man-made 
flooding as urgent”.

“Too many real-
estate developments 
do not detain 

storm water run-
off from their new 
construction, and 
instead allow it to 
flow downstream into 
other neighborhoods, 
into people’s homes,” 
it wrote after floods 
earlier this year. 

“City government 
is allowing this to 
happen,” it said, 
pointing out that 
developers use 
loopholes to get 
around the law. 

The city is also 
a centre of the 
oil industry, with 
huge refineries and 
chemical plants 
dangerously prone to 
flooding.

Jim Blackburn of 
the Severe Storm 
Prediction, Education, 
and Evacuation from 
Disasters Center 
at Rice University 
warned that the 
consequences could 
be “apocalyptic”.

Pardon for sheriff who ran 
racist ‘concentration camp’
TRUMP USED the 
cover of Storm Harvey 
to pardon Joe Arpaio, 
the racist former 
Arizona sheriff.

Arpaio, former 
sheriff of Maricopa 
County was convicted 
in July of criminal 
contempt of court 
after defying an 
order to stop racially 
profiling people. 

He was awaiting 
sentencing and 
faced jail until Trump 
started hinting that 
he was considering a 
pardon.

Foul
In his 24 years as 
sheriff Arpaio built 
a foul reputation for 
harsh conditions in 
his county jail and for 
his campaigns against 
immigrants.

He ran a 
“temporary” outdoor 
jail—which stayed 
open for over two 
decades—called 
Tent City. He once 
referred to it as a 
concentration camp.

He had Latino 
prisoners marched 
into a segregated 
area with electric 
fencing as a publicity 
stunt. He humiliated 
people who had 

been arrested with a 
“mugshot of the day” 
contest on the police 
website.

He had hired a 
private detective to 
investigate a judge 
who had ruled against 
him, and even staged 
an assassination 
attempt against 
himself for publicity.

Trump said Arpaio 
was an “American 
patriot” who “kept 
Arizona safe”. 

The pair have 
long had a friendly 
association going 
back to their mutual 
involvement in the 
so-called birther 

movement. This 
falsely claimed that 
former US president 
Barack Obama had 
lied about being born 
in the US.

Trump also used 
the cover of the 
storm to sign a long 
threatened directive 
that precludes 
transgender people 
from joining the 
military. 

The directive leaves 
defense secretary Jim 
Mattis discretion to 
decide whether those 
transgender people 
already in the armed 
forces can remain in 
the military.

Migrants shackled in Arpaio’s ‘Tent City’ jail

Anti-fascist protests 
force Nazis off streets 
ANTI-FASCISTS are 
organising on a wider 
scale in the US—and 
showing how to beat 
back Nazis.

They rallied 
in San Francisco 
last Saturday in 
celebration after a 
planned far-right rally 
was cancelled.

The group “Patriot 
Prayer” had been 
issued a permit to 
rally. But it backed out 
when it became clear 
that there would be 
a mass mobilisation 
against them.

The next day a 
tiny group of pro-
Trump protesters 
who planned a “No 
Marxism in America” 
rally were chased 
from a park in 
Berkeley, California.

Again organisers 
had called off the rally.

Mobilisations 
against the fascists 
have grown after 
the Nazi killing of 

Heather Heyer in 
Charlottesville. Those 
mobilising against the 
Nazis include Antifa 
and others.

There is a clear 
opportunity for a 
mass movement 
against fascism based 
on anti-fascists and 
anti-racists, trade 
unionists and others.

Campus
One of the groups 
organising is the 
Campus Antifascist 
Network.

Bill Mullen from the 
group told Socialist 
Worker, “There have 
already been very 
sizeable anti-fascist 
mobilisations this year. 

“Politically, the 
potential is heightened 
by Trump’s open 
support for white 
supremacy and white 
nationalism. 

“The anti-fascist 
movement also 
carries the memory 

of Black Lives Matter, 
whose activists 
were represented in 
Charlottesville. There 
is also a strong  
anti-Islamophobic 
current in the 
movement. The 
fascists have 
consistently used 
Islamophobia. 

“An entire day of 
right wing marches 
against ‘Sharia Law’ 
took place in June. It 
is critical that  
anti-fascist organisers 
confront the threat of 
Islamophobia. 

“Finally, it’s 
urgent to defend the 
oppressed at street 
level. 

“The white 
supremacist 
murder of three 
people in Portland, 
frequent attacks on 
Muslims, increasing 
deportations of 
migrants, all generate 
a need to mobilise in 
the streets.”  

Kirstjen Nielsen was criticised after
Hurricane Katrina in 2005

FIGURE IT OUT

£516 million
the amount of funding Donald 
Trump’s administration wants 
to cut from Fema, the agency 
that prepares and responds 
to emergencies and disasters. 
Another £70 million will go from 
flood prevention grants.

 450,000
The number of people Fema 
expects to apply to it for help in 
the aftermath of Storm Harvey

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

KILL CAPITALISM 
—BEFORE IT KILLS US

 R 
ESIDENTS of 
Hokkaido, Japan, were 
woken up early on 
Tuesday morning by 
sirens, loudspeaker 

announcements and phone 
alerts telling them to seek cover 
immediately.

A North Korean missile 
overshot the island and crashed 
into the sea in a thuggish show of 
force.

The South Korean air force 
responded with equal thuggery, 
bombing targets near the border.

Japan’s prime minister Shinzo 
Abe and US president Donald 
Trump vowed to increase 
pressure on North Korea. 

These deadly provocations in 
south east Asia have become a 
familiar bargaining tactic, as rival 
states jostle for influence at the 
negotiating table.

This is regularly stirred up by 
the US, the dominant superpower 
in the region since the Second 
World War. It was Trump who 
threatened North Korea with 
“fire and fury”. 

The US is now on a mission to 
contain the rise of China. 

Similar power games have 
torn the Middle East to shreds. 
US bombs continue to slaughter 

civilians in Iraq and Syria, as do 
those of its ally Saudi Arabia in 
Yemen.

South east Asia is now one of 
the biggest and most dynamic 
centres of global capitalism. 

If tensions erupt into outright 
military conflict, it could become 
a new world war in the era of 
nuclear weapons.

Capitalist society creates wars 
that kill millions and risk global 
annihilation. And what do ordinary 
people in the US get out of it?

As flood waters continue to 
rise in Houston, Texas, survivors 
face the prospect of weeks of 
squalor and neglect as they wait 
to be rehoused. Time, money and 
legislation that could have gone 

into preparing for a flood instead 
made Houston the playground of 
the rich.

In countries impoverished first 
by empire then by globalisation, 
the damage is far worse. Over 
800 people were killed and  
20 million affected by floods in 
India, Nepal and Bangladesh this 
month.

Our fossil fuel-centred 
economy continues to drive 
climate change. Yet there’s no 
question of our rulers breaking 
their addiction to the deadly stuff.

In their shadow grow far right 
and fascist forces that threaten to 
reignite the horrors of Nazism.

This week’s apocalyptic 
headlines hammer home the same 
lesson as the Grenfell disaster. We 
live under a system incapable of 
safeguarding human life.

There is enough wealth and 
resources to give everyone on 
Earth a free and comfortable 
existence. But capitalism is 
instead dragging us to the brink of 
catastrophe.

Socialists fight to overthrow 
that system partly because we 
want a better life for everyone. 

But it’s also because left to 
its own devices it could rob 
humanity of its very survival.

UNIONS’ BREXIT MISTAKE
 THE LEADER of Britain’s 

biggest union has praised 
Labour’s call for Britain to 

stay in the European single market 
(see page 3).

Unite union general secretary 
Len McCluskey said, “Workers 
will be relieved that one party has 
got their backs.” 

He claimed that the single 
market is “vital to secure tens of 
thousands of jobs”. 

This echoes a TUC statement 
in June, which said leaving the 
single market “risks people’s jobs 

and hard-won rights at work”.
It’s a bit rich for union leaders 

who have largely failed to lead 
resistance to Tory austerity to talk 
about the need to defend jobs. 

But in any case, the single 
market doesn’t defend workers. It 
was set up to protect the bosses. 

The union leaders’ position 
reflects the idea that we must 
keep bosses happy to protect 
workers. 

But bosses and workers do not 
have the same interests. When 
workers are encouraged to make 

sacrifices in order to stave off 
other attacks, it only emboldens 
the bosses to impose more.

Since the financial crisis of 
2008, banks and bosses have 
pocketed billions in state aid. But 
the vast majority have suffered 
stagnant living standards. 

Key public services have been 
savaged while profits have been 
preserved. 

Instead of cosying up to the 
pro-business single market, the 
unions should lead a serious fight 
against the bosses and the Tories.

Capitalist society 
creates wars that 
kill millions and 
risk global 
annihilation 

‘‘ 

Russian
Revolution
centenary

conference
Saturday 4 November

10.30am-5.30pm
£10 / £5 concessions.

Bloomsbury Central
Baptist Church,

235 Shaftesbury Avenue,
London WC2H 8EP

MARCH ON THE TORY 
PARTY CONFERENCE
SUNDAY 1 OCTOBER 

MANCHESTER

thepeoplesassembly.org.uk
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 Does Portugal give  
 the left some hope?
WHAT DO the experiences of other left wing governments 
tell us about the possibilities for a future Labour 
government led by Jeremy Corbyn?

Several gloomy examples demonstrate the way big 
business, the banks and international institutions seek to 
destroy any attempt at thoroughgoing reform.

In Greece the radical-sounding Syriza government was 
pummelled by the European Union (EU) and the bosses. It 
implemented appalling cuts worse than its Tory predecessor.

In France the presidency of the Labour-type Socialist 
Party’s Francois Hollande from 2012 saw continued 
implementation of austerity and racism.

In Venezuela a much more serious challenge to the ruling 
class, backed at points by mass mobilisations, is under severe 
pressure. There wasn’t a challenge to capitalism itself, the 
right instituted sabotage, the oil price slumped and the 
government turned to deals with neoliberalism.

But now there is an apparently more hopeful example—
Portugal. In 2015 Antonio Costa’s Socialist Party formed a 
government after an election which saw left parties get more 
seats between them the incumbent Tories. It reversed some 
of the austerity programmes, with positive results.

Guardian columnist Owen Jones wrote last week, 
“Portugal has increased public investment, reduced the 
deficit, slashed unemployment and sustained economic 
growth. We were told this was impossible.

“Europe’s left should use the Portuguese experience to 
bring austerity across the eurozone to a halt.”

What’s the reality?
Catarina Martins is the coordinator of the Left Bloc, a 

party to the left of the Socialists. It won 10 percent of the 
vote in 2015 and sustains the Socialists in government—
although not in a coalition.

In a recent interview in New Left Review, Martins said the 
government has achieved some important gains. She said 
laws on abortion and adoption were now among “the most 
progressive in Europe”.

“Some attacks on the rights of workers have been stopped, 
along with cuts to public sector wages and pensions,” she 
said. “The transport systems of Porto and Lisbon have been 
returned to public ownership.”

Turbocharged
Instead of implementing the EU’s demands for turbocharged 
austerity, pensions have risen a little. The minimum wage 
has gone up by 10 percent.

Martins said these measures are partly explained because  
“the EU softened its stance towards Portugal out of fear after 
Brexit”.

But poverty and youth unemployment remain very 
high. Public services are starved of cash. And more tests 
are coming that Martins said will “demand the sharpest 
confrontation with the European Union”.

The signs are not good. After the recent collapse of Novo 
Banco bank the government gave it huge guarantees then 
handed it to a private firm.

As the demands from the bosses and the EU grow, it will 
take immense pressure from outside parliament to stop 
Costa returning to fully-fledged pro-business polices.

Portugal shows there are political choices for any 
government. Austerity is not inevitable. 

But without mass struggle the gains will be highly 
constrained and open to speedy reverse.

It’s not on the cards that a military coup would topple 
Corbyn the day after he enters 10 Downing Street—partly 
because Labour’s programme is limited.

Nor is it the case that Labour can change nothing. Each 
and every positive reform is worth fighting for.

But there would be pressure from the rich through 
the bond market, a push for interest rate rises, currency 
manipulation, investment strikes and so on.

Either Corbyn would compromise with big business, 
reining in change, or he would face intensified resistance 
from the unelected and unaccountable bosses and elements 
of the state.

We want the Tories out and Corbyn in government. 
But in Portugal or Britain the key is struggle in the streets 
and the workplaces, and that takes socialist organisation 
independent of the parties of government.

Spanish Tory government is 
hounded on its own march
Activists in Barcelona 
made sure a protest 
in response to terror 
attacks opposed war 
and racism, reports 
Maria Dantas

BARCELONA SAW a mas-
sive demonstration last 
Saturday in response to the 
terror attacks of 17 August. 

Van and car attacks in 
Barcelona and Cambrils 
killed 16 people and injured 
many others. Isis claimed the 
attackers as its “soldiers”.

The demonstration, called 
hurriedly by the city coun-
cil then supported by the 
Catalan government, was 
initially presented as a march 
for peace and solidarity. 

On that basis the coun-
cil invited social movements 
to participate actively in its 
preparation.

However, it emerged that 
the Spanish government was 
also hosting the march and 
that most of the conserva-
tive (PP) party government 
and Royal Family would take 
part. This put things in a dif-
ferent light.

Royals
Following pressure by the 
left, especially the anti-cap-
italist CUP, the organisers 
agreed that the PP and the 
royals wouldn’t formally lead 
the march. But they would 
still be a significant presence 
at the front.

This posed a challenge for 
social movements and the 
left.

Some argued that it was 
not the time to raise political 
debates and that we should 
just go on the demonstration 
to remember the victims.

Others said the march 

would inevitably reinforce 
the government and decided 
not to participate. 

However the majority posi-
tion was that we should try to 
turn the demonstration it into 
what it should be—in effect 
take it over. 

There was a week of hectic 
activity with meetings of 
representatives of different 
social forces. 

These included trade 

unions, the Catalan inde-
pendence movement, the 
anti-war movement and 
especially the anti-racist 
movements. 

Nearly 200 such move-
ments agreed a powerful 
declaration. 

It denounced the role 
of the PP in the Iraq war—
and the occupation that laid 
the basis for Isis.  It also 
denounced the role of the 
Spanish royal family and 
called for broader changes in 
foreign and domestic policies.

S o m e  5 0 , 0 0 0  p l a c -
ards were produced in 
record time with slogans in 
favour of peace and against 
Islamophobia.

The demonstration was 
full of the colour blue, on 
T-shirts and banners, and the 

movements’ slogans such as, 
“Their policies, our dead”.

People shouted against 
Islamophobia, against the 
war and denounced the 
hypocrisy of Spain’s leaders. 

Thousands of placards 
named and shamed prime 
minister Mariano Rajoy and 
the king for their role in the 
arms trade. Slogans included, 
“People who want peace 
don’t sell weapons”.

This was also the subject 
of a huge banner—16 metres 
by eight—that a block of the 
demo held over their heads. 

The demonstration was 
a massive victory for social 
movements and a defeat for 
the right. 
Maria Dantas is a member of 
Marx21 and an organiser of the 
demonstration

ANTI-RACISTS MARCHED in Barcelona (main), some 
with placards reading, “Islam is Peace” (left)  Pictures: Marx21

FIGURE IT OUT
 98,228 
 
 
refugees had reached 
Italy by the Mediterranean 
Sea this year by Monday 
of this week

 122,878 
 

refugees had crossed the 
Mediterranean in total, 
most of the rest arriving 
in Greece or Spain

 2,421  

 
have died or gone missing 
on the way 

 Protesters in Rome defend refugees
THOUSANDS OF people 
marched through Rome 
last Saturday in protest 
at police violence against 
refugees.

Over 800 refugees, 
mostly Ethiopian and 
Eritrean, were expelled 
from a squatted building 
on 17 August. 

At least 100 camped in 
the square outside it, until 
police drove them out.

Cops in riot gear 
attacked the square on 
Thursday of last week with 
water cannons, batons and 
tear gas. 

Migrants responded 
by throwing stones and 

other objects. Video 
footage shows one officer 
shouting, “If they throw 
anything, break their 
arms.”

Even United Nations 
agency Unicef slammed 
the expulsion.

European Union (EU) 
and North African leaders 
met Italian prime minister 
Paolo Gentiloni on Monday 
for talks about how to 
throw up more barriers.

Instead Italy and the 
whole EU—including 
Britain—should help 
refugees reach new homes 
safely and allow them to 
build new lives there.

A refugee defying the cops’
eviction of migrants in Rome 
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Sexism is 
what stops 
reporting  
of rape 
The case of a woman jailed for lying 
about rape highlights systematic 
hypocrisy over sexual assault,  
writes Sadie Robinson
JEMMA BEALE was jailed for ten 
years last week after being found 
guilty of perjury and perverting 
the course of justice. 

A jury found that she had made 
up claims of rape and sexual assault. 
One rape allegation made in 2010 
led to Mahad Cassim being jailed 
for seven years.

Right wing rags such as The Sun 
denounced Beale’s “sick lies” while 
the Daily Telegraph described her 
as a “lesbian fantasist”. 

Judge Nicholas Loraine-Smith 
said Beale’s persistence in making 
“untrue” allegations was “particu-
larly chilling”.

He added, “These false allega-
tions are likely to have the perverse 
impact of increasing the likelihood 
of guilty men going free.

“Cases such as this bring a real 
risk that a woman who has been 
raped or sexually assaulted may 
not complain to the police for fear 
of not being believed.”

In reality the knowledge that the 
system is stacked against women is 
what puts people off reporting rape.

Women who lie about rape are 
a tiny minority. Yet some will use 
Beale’s case to exaggerate the “scan-
dal” of women falsely accusing men 
of rape. 

Scandal
The real scandal is that tens of thou-
sands of women are raped every 
year and the vast majority don’t see 
justice.

Government figures estimate that 
85,000 women and girls in England 
and Wales suffer rape or sexual 
assault by penetration every year.

Yet a 2013 Ministry of Justice 
and Home Office report said that 
only 15 percent had reported the 
attacks to the police. One of the 
main reasons given was that they 
“didn’t think the police could do 
much to help”. That’s no surprise.

The same report found that the 
“no crime” rate for rape, where a 
rape is reported but police decide 
no crime has taken place, was 

10.8 percent. The rate for sexual 
offences was 7.2 percent. The rate 
for overall police recorded crime 
was 3.4 percent.

Police repeatedly fail to take rape 
allegations seriously, blame the vic-
tims or discourage women from 
pursuing complaints.

In 2015-16 police recorded 
23,851 reports of adults being 
raped, nearly all women. There 
were 11,947 recorded rapes of chil-
dren.  Yet there were just 2,689 con-
victions—a rate of 7.5 percent.

A man who rapes a woman is 
likely to receive a shorter jail sen-
tence than Beale was given. 

Figures in 2011 showed that the 
average sentence for rape was over 
eight and a half years. 

But 134 out of 984 rapists jailed 
received sentences of four years or 
less. Forty convicted rapists weren’t 
jailed at all. And convicted rapists in 
England and Wales generally serve 
just half their sentence in prison.

Jemma Beale’s case points to the 
sexism at the heart of a system that 
treats lying about rape as worse 
than rape itself.

On other pages...
Racist cops ry to ruin Notting Hill 
Carnival >>Page 20

BACK STORY
The statistics on the reporting 
of rape and sexual assault are 
damning
lGovernment figures estimate 
that 85,000 women and girls in 
England and Wales suffer rape 
or sexual assault by penetration 
every year
l Only 15 percent had reported 
attacks to the police according to 
the Home Office in 2013
lFor 10.8 percent of rapes that 
are reported, the police decide 
no crime has taken place. The 
rate for crime overall is  
3.4 percent

HEALTH SERVICE 

 Jeremy Hunt’s spin for staffing levels 
in the NHS will make its crisis worse
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

TORY HEALTH secretary Jeremy 
Hunt is trying to mask the 
spiralling staffing crisis in the NHS 
through spin about hiring more 
workers. 

Figures released by NHS Digital 
last week blew apart Hunt’s 
promise to increase the number 
of General Practitioners (GPs) by 
5,000 by 2020. 

In September 2015, not long 
before Hunt made the pledge, 
there were 37,126 qualified GPs 
in England. After two years of 
a “recruitment drive” there are 
37,753—an increase of 627. Even 
this tiny increase hides the reality 
of a service in crisis.

The number of GPs working 
full time has actually fallen from 
29,862 to 29,423—so there are 
439 fewer. 

Hunt’s “GP Forward View” plan 
to increase numbers was based 
around making it easier to hire 
overseas doctors and incentives to 
keep older GPs working. 

With this plan failing, Hunt has 
simply unveiled the same plan 
again with a few changes. 

Plans by Health Education 

England would potentially make it 
easier for GP trainees to qualify. 

They would have a further six 
months to qualify—and would 
have six instead of four attempts to 
pass the final examination.

General Practice is already 
in crisis, partly because it isn’t 
attracting newly qualified doctors.

A recent poll by the British 
Medical Association (BMA) 
doctors’ organisation found that a 
third of GP practices had unfilled 
posts for more than a year.

Care
This has a big impact on 
patient care as around 
90 percent of patient 
contact is with GPs. 

As Dr Richard 
Vautrey, BMA GP 
committee chair, said, 
“Many GP practices 
are struggling badly 
to provide enough 
appointments 
and basic services 
because of endemic staff 
shortages.”

The rocketing 
workload 
means 
many 

GPs see up to 60 patients a day 
as part a tightly packed schedule. 
Changing that will take more than 
announcements. 

This smoke and mirrors strategy 
is now a standard part of Hunt’s 
playbook.

For instance, he said last month 
that the NHS would hire an army 
of 10,000 nurses. 

But he didn’t say how he would 
do it. 

A combination of poverty pay 
and workloads is pushing nurses 
out of the NHS. 

They have suffered a real terms 
pay cut of 14 percent since the 

Tories got into office in 
2010 because of their 
1 percent public sector 
pay cap.

The Royal College 
of Nursing (RCN) has 
called a Scrap the Cap 
rally in central London 
for Wednesday of next 
week as part of its 

“summer of protest”.
This is an opportunity 

to fight the Tories over 
pay—and unite anger 

that exists 
across the 
NHS.Jeremy Hunt
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US-led war 
for Raqqa  
slaughters 
hundreds
Air raids, shelling and river siege—
Amnesty report exposes a massacre, 
writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans

THE WESTERN-BACKED offen-
sive to retake the Syrian city of 
Raqqa from Isis has killed “hun-
dreds of civilians”.

A report by Amnesty International 
released last week documents 
95 cases of civilians killed by the 
US-led coalition and its ally the 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).

These are out of 146 civilian 
deaths due to the coalition and SDF 
examined by Amnesty, including  
60 children and 42 women.

These are only “a small sample of 
a much wider pattern”.

Air raids have destroyed homes 
and bomb shelters where civilians 
have been hiding. Artillery pounds 
the city.

Ahmad Mahmoud was injured 
after a barrage of artillery shells 
fell on the Daraiya neighbourhood 
in June. “Artillery shells are hit-
ting everywhere, entire streets. It 
is indiscriminate shelling and kills 
a lot of civilians,” he told Amnesty.

Another Daraiya resident, 
Mohammed, said, “Whether you 
live or die depends on luck because 
you don’t know where the next shell 
will strike, so you don’t know where 
to run.”

Carnage
Many Syrian civilians try to flee 
the carnage. But the main routes 
all cross the Euphrates river, where 
anything crossing is gunned down 
by US-backed forces.

As Lieutenant General Stephen J 
Townsend boasted, “We shoot every 
boat we find. If you want to get out 
of Raqqa right now, you’ve got to 
build a poncho raft.”

Aziz was angry about the deaths 
of his relatives who had fled the city 
to seek safety on a nearby farm, only 
for it to be destroyed by airstrikes.

The raid killed 14 people, includ-
ing eight women and five children, 
and severely wounded two other 
children.

“My sisters, my mother, my neph-
ews and nieces, were bombed to 
shreds for no reason at all,” Aziz 
told Amnesty. “Don’t they keep 
watch over their targets before they 

bomb? If they had they would have 
known that there were only women 
and children there.”

Isis captured Raqqa for its “capi-
tal” in January 2014.

The Syrian regime, backed by 
Russian president Vladimir Putin, 
has also been pounding the areas 
south of Raqqa. It uses cluster 
bombs that kill indiscriminately.

The report documents 30 deaths 
from regime bombs.

Sections of the mainstream 
media have highlighted this vio-
lence while ignoring the conse-
quences of Western bombing.

None of the sides have ordinary 
Syrians’ interests at heart. Syria 
is being torn apart by rival world 
imperialist and regional powers 
jockeying for position.

The US, Britain and their allies, 
weakened by defeat in Iraq and 
bogged down in Afghanistan, are 
desperate not to lose control of the 
Middle East.

The US’s reliance on coalitions 
rather than invading with its own 
troops gives its allies more room to 
assert their own interests, including 
at its expense.

Meanwhile, Russia is backing 
dictator Bashar al-Assad’s Syrian 
regime for access to strategic 
assets—in particular, naval access 
to the Mediterranean.

As the imperialist powers inflict 
more horror onto Syrians, we have 
to oppose the wars waged by Donald 
Trump and his allies—including in 
the British government.

BOMBS REDUCE sections of Raqqa in northern Syria to ruins 

In Qatar, Yemen and Gaza, power play 
of Saudis and Iran brings new danger
by NICK CLARK

AN ECONOMIC blockade led by 
US ally Saudi Arabia backfired 
spectacularly as Qatar announced 
it had reopened full diplomatic ties 
with Iran last week.

Qatar has been effectively 
under siege since early June by 
neighbouring Gulf states seeking to 
force it to cut ties with Iran. 

Instead they have pushed Qatar 
further into the arms of Iran.

Saudi Arabia’s rulers are worried 
that Iran is gaining influence in the 
Middle East.

The two states are major 
regional powers and bitter rivals. 

They back opposing sides in the 
bloody war in Yemen, which has 
killed more than 10,000 people 
since it began in 2015.

Defeat
A Saudi airstrike in Yemen killed 
at least 14 people—including 
children—on Friday of last week. 

But Saudi Arabia and its allies 
haven’t been able to defeat the 
Houthi rebels, backed by Iran, who 
control parts of Yemen. 

Saudi Arabia and the US are 
worried that Iran will come out 

strongest from wars in Iraq and 
Syria. 

Iran aims to control a corridor of 
land through Iraq and Syria to the 
Mediterranean, where it can set up 
military bases.

This would challenge the 
regional dominance of US-backed 
Saudi Arabia and Israel. 

In Syria, forces backed by 
Iran—including its own Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards Corp, the 
Syrian Army, Lebanese group 
Hezbollah and various militias—
are gaining ground. 

Iranian-backed militias in Iraq—
where Iran already has strong 
political and economic ties—also 
control areas of land close to the 
Syrian border.

Saudi Arabia has tried to 
increase its influence in Iraq 
in response. The two states 
announced a deal earlier this 

month to reopen their shared 
border, closed after the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait 27 years ago.

A referendum on independence 
set for 25 September could see 
Iraq’s Kurdish region try to break 
away. This is opposed by Iran, 
Iraq and Turkey, which all have 
Kurdish regions.

Impose
Meanwhile Saudi Arabia’s regional 
allies, Egypt and the United Arab 
Emirates, are looking to impose a 
new government in the Palestinian 
Gaza Strip.

The two countries have sent 
aid to Gaza’s government, led by 
resistance group Hamas which has 
been supported by Iran. In return 
Hamas could sign a deal that puts 
UAE-backed Palestinian exile 
Mohammed Dahlan at the head of 
Gaza’s government.

This would draw Hamas closer 
to Egypt and the UAE.

But it could lead to fresh conflict 
between Palestinian Authority 
president Mahmoud Abbas in the 
West Bank and his rivals Hamas 
and Dahlan.

The jostling between rival 
powers could lead to even more 
turmoil in the Middle East.

ANALYSIS

Bomb fragment from raid that killed 14
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Labour’s dead 
to Scotland
YOU ASK if Jeremy 
Corbyn can revive hope 
for Labour in Scotland 
(Socialist Worker online, 
21 August).

A team of paramedics 
couldn’t revive hope for 
Labour in Scotland.

@PatronisingBT
On Twitter

lLABOUR should vacate 
Scotland.

Corbyn is way too old 
to face down the much 
younger Tory leader Ruth 
Davidson.

Aaron Aalborg
On Facebook

Private rent is 
just too high
YOU REPORT that the 
Tory national living wage 
is too low to live on 
(Socialist Worker online, 
21 August).

Is it really that wages 
are too low, or is it the 
cost of living is too high?

For example, most 
people are now forced 
into private renting, 
which just lines the 
pockets of a few people.

Corin Lye
On Facebook

Outnumber 
the Nazi scum
YOU REPORT that Nazis  
were outnumbered by 
counter-protests across 
the US (Socialist Worker 
online, 20 August).

Good. Let’s outnumber 
these fascist little shits. 
They are a scourge on 
our society. 

Aine Foley
On Facebook

Reporting on 
workers’ fight
THANK YOU Socialist 
Worker for sharing the 
story of the British 
Airways strike and some 
of the struggles of our 
members.

Mixed Fleet Unite
On Twitter

lYOU REPORT that the 
Birmingham bin workers 
have won their dispute 
(Socialist Worker online, 
17 August). It will be 
the first of many such 
victories, let’s hope.

@EHreIsland
On Twitter

lWHY IS Socialist 
Worker newspaper 
not on sale in every 
supermarket? 

People must have the 
choice of reading left 
wing ideas.

@WinderDeyan
On Twitter

UN tore the Tories to shreds 
on disabled people’s rights
IN GENEVA, Switzerland, last 
week, the United Nations (UN) 
disability committee told Britain’s 
government that its cuts have led 
to “human catastrophe”.

It was the final session of 
Britain’s first public examination 
under the Convention of the Rights 
of Disabled People (CRPD) since 
ratification in 2009.

The process had been delayed 
due to an unprecedented UN 
investigation under the CRPD 
triggered by Disabled People 
Against Cuts. It found evidence of 
grave and systematic violations of 
rights due to welfare reform.

The government maintained its 
dismissal of the inquiry findings, 
putting it down to a “difference of 
opinion”. Its large delegation of 

representatives tried to rest on 
Britain’s previous record in 
advancing disabled people’s rights 
and obscure the dramatic and 
active regression since 2010.

However, deaf and disabled 
people had our own team there, 
working to deconstruct the 
government’s claims and present 
robust counter-evidence to expose 
the reality. I was part of it.

The UN disability rapporteur 
said it was the most challenging 
exercise ever undertaken by the 
committee.

They were damning in their 
criticisms, telling Britain it can no 
longer call itself a world leader in 
disability.

They praised the efforts of 
grassroots deaf and disabled 

people to challenge the situation.
One committee member 

commented that the Mental Health 
Act is being used as a “tool of state 
oppression” against black people.

However, the disability 
committee has no power to do 
anything and the CRPD is not 
enshrined in domestic legislation.

Nevertheless deaf and disabled 
campaigners are feeling satisfied 
that the government has once 
again been publicly shamed. For 
people in desperate situations it 
matters a great deal just to feel 
listened to and to have your 
suffering acknowledged.

When we come home from 
Geneva it is to continue the fight.

Ellen Clifford
South London

Catch out 
the racist 
Boycott
GEOFFREY BOYCOTT was 
caught making racist 
remarks in public about 
West Indian cricketers last 
weekend. He should be 
dropped now from the 
BBC’s Test Match Special 
commentary team.

He said he would have to 
“black his face” to get a 
knighthood.

It’s not as if he doesn’t 
have form.

He went on a “rebel” 
tour to South Africa at the 
time of the anti-aparthied 
boycott. That saw him 
banned from Test cricket.

Later he was a supporter 
of Ukip.

There should be no place 
for racism in sport and 
there should be no place for 
commentators like Boycott 
who can’t put their love of 
outdated imperial attitudes 
to cricket behind them.

Cricket has moved on 
and so must the 
commentating on it.

Keith Flett
North London

No better 
time to read 
Karl Marx
YOU ARE right to say that 
Karl Marx’s Capital retains 
its relevance 150 years after 
the publication of the first 
volume (Socialist Worker, 
15 August).

Indeed, as he wrote 
at the outset of the third 
volume, his critique 
will only become truly 
relevant once there is 
fully developed global 
capitalism.

Dr James Luchte
On Twitter

Vote Labour 
even though 
it’s doomed
ALAN WILSON asks why 
Socialist Worker supports 
Jeremy Corbyn, since he 
is “a politician, not a 
revolutionary” (Letters, 
16 August).

Of course we realise 
that Labour never wins 
power—it can only win 
office. Parliamentary 
democracy is a sham.

Above parliament there 
is an unelected elite. But 

we can only show that to 
those who believe 
otherwise by electing 
Labour. Even with a left 
wing government Labour 
can’t deliver.

In the words of the late 
Tony Benn, Labour isn’t a 
socialist party but there 

have always been 
socialists in the party.

And in the words of 
Karl Marx, the 
emancipation of the 
working class must be the 
act of the working class.

Mike Archer
Cambourne, Cornwall

Appeal court upholds 
police racism claims 
BIANCA DURRANT has 
waged an eight-year battle 
against racism by Avon and 
Somerset police.

Durrant claimed she was 
wrongly arrested in Bristol 
in 2009 and ill-treated by 
officers due to the colour of 
her skin. She brought 
charges in October 2014. 

These were partially 
upheld. She was awarded 
£4,950 damages.

Durrant continued the 
battle at the Court of 
Appeal, seeking findings of 

further discrimination and 
an increase in the damages.

The case was heard this 
year and the decision 
handed down this month.

The judge upheld one of 
her additional allegations. 
The cops’ delay in allowing 
Durrant to use a toilet “was 
the result of unconscious 
racial stereotyping by the 
police officer concerned”.

He granted permission to 
appeal for further damages.

John O
Birmingham

Just a 
thought...

A socialist in the wrong party? The late Tony Benn
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After years of hard organising, workers in two 
McDonald’s branches are getting ready to strike. Their 
walkouts, set to take place on Monday, will be the 
first McDonald’s strikes ever to take place in Britain. 
McDonald’s workers at the heart of organising the 
walkouts told Tomáš Tengely-Evans how they did it

‘T
HIS WILL be our 
f i r s t  s t r i k e  i n 
McDonald’s—but 
it’s not going to be 
our only strike,” fast 
food worker Shen 

told Socialist Worker. “We want to 
turn this into a youth revolt.”

Workers  at  two stores  in 
Cambridge and Crayford in south 
east London are set to launch the first 
ever McDonald’s strike in Britain on 
Monday.

Their action is part of a campaign 
organised by the Fast Food Rights 
campaign and the Bfawu union. It 
was inspired by workers in the US 
who organised in their workplaces 
around the Fight for $15 campaign.

Tom, a Bfawu member who has 
been organising at the Cambridge 
store for the last two years, explained 
that the strike was significant because 
it’s “part of something that’s happen-
ing globally.”

It has taken long years of organis-
ing their workmates before the cam-
paign was ready to call its first strikes. 

Fast food workers are often seen as 
“precarious”, and too hard to organ-
ise. It’s true that a combination of 
poverty pay, zero hours contracts 
and bullying management mean that 
there’s a high turnover of workers.

As Tom explained, “Most members 
who I started out with are no longer 
working at McDonald’s. Those in the 
branch now have only been in the 
union for around six to eight months.

“We went through a gradual pro-
cess of having branch meetings, dis-
cussing our issues and from there we 
went to where we are now.”

Bosses are constantly breathing 
down workers’ necks. This can create 
a sense of unity and solidarity among 
workers—but when things get really 
tough it can also drive them apart.

“The store is constantly busy,” 
explained Steve, another worker at 
the Cambridge store.

“It’s bad enough if there’s enough 
staff, but if there’s not enough then 
we have a very hard week. Everyone 
is arguing with each other because 
that’s the atmosphere you’re put in.” 

These factors can mean make 
McDonald’s a hard place to organ-
ise—but the strikers are showing 
that it’s possible to do it.

As Tom said, “It’s very difficult 
because you’re always under the 
watchful eye of managers, every-
thing we do has to be off site.

“When I started organising with 
another guy, he was quite vocal 
about his stance with the union. 
Management treated him badly and 
that led to him leaving. 

“We had a woman union member 
who was at risk of losing her job. 
Management dropped the charges 
against her but then tightened proce-
dures, making it harder to organise.”

He added, “This time round 
they’ve been following us and going 
up to people saying they can’t trust 

us. People have come up to us saying 
some bizarre stuff like we’ll go to 
prison if we carry on. But we’re still 
organising because people know that 
management are wrong.”

When Shen started working at the 
Crayford store around a year ago, 
there weren’t any Bfawu union mem-
bers—and building up the union took 
time and political arguments.

“It was a process of trial and error 
to get where we are,” she explained. 

“I went to the demonstration 
against the Tory party conference in 
Birmingham and I met people from 
Bfawu.

“I was told that the union would 
fight for us. I talked to them about our 
issues and they said, let’s unionise. 
Then I started to talk to other work-
ers about why they should fight.”

This wasn’t a straightforward pro-
cess—but it snowballed quickly. As 
Shen explained, “I got a friend and 
another worker on board. There were 
three of us sat with a union organiser, 
they listened to our issues and said, 
‘How is this happening?’

“That’s when we all just looked at 
each other and said how is it hap-
pening? That’s when unionising our 
workplace got really serious.” 

Tom explained that the workplace 
issues they organised around were 
different. “Some of the women were 
getting sexual harassment or casual 
sexism, some of the workers were 
worried about their right as migrants, 
some didn’t have breaks,” he said.

“When I started it was about going 
up to people and asking them if they 
knew what a union is, I got a few 
people and went from there.” 

B
ULLYING managers 
aren’t the only obsta-
cle workers face when 
organising. They have 
to convince their work-
mates why they should 

join the union.
Shen said, “Young people really 

don’t know what a union is. Trying 
to overcome that was a process of 
trial and error. 

“You can say that a union is going 
to give people services, but they say, 
‘That’s great, but I may never need 
those services’ or, ‘I’ll be gone in 
six months’. We’re also in a quite a 
Tory area and people’s parents were 
saying, ‘Don’t join the union’. 

“A Bfawu organiser said the union 
is workers coming together to change 
things that they couldn’t change by 
themselves. We started saying that 
and that’s what really changed things.

“People thought we can all go 
together and complain about the air 
conditioning or make them do this.” 

The bullying management and the 
hard work also has an effect, Shen 
explained.

“Workers are told that they’re 
stupid and they are abused. 

“They begin to feel bad about them-
selves. It’s always about reaffirming 

FACT CHECK
Small pay packets or 
supersized salaries? 

£6.00
Hourly McDonald’s hourly rate for 
16 years olds 

£6.50
Hourly McDonald’s hourly rate for 
18-20 years olds

£7.55
Hourly McDonald’s hourly rate for 
21-24 years olds

£7.60
Hourly McDonald’s hourly rate for 
over 25 year olds

£8,000
Hourly rate of McDonald’s boss 
Steve Easterbrook (below). He 
trousered £12 million last year

the idea that they’re worth more than 
they think they are.”

McDonald’s claims it can’t afford to 
pay a £10 an hour minimum wage. 
But CEO Steve Easterbrook got £12 
million last year. Pointing out top 
bosses’ hypocrisy was an important 
part of helping the union activists 
organise.

“We asked people how much they 
thought the CEO of McDonald’s 
earns, some people said £20 to £30,” 
said Shen. “It’s actually £8,000 an 
hour—and the workers were out-
raged about it. 

“Then we asked, ‘Who do you think 
makes the money?’ People began to 
see it’s us, that if we stopped work-
ing he wouldn’t have it. That’s the 
point when people realise that they’re 
worth more.” 

As workers organised, some of 
their workmates’ ideas also began 
changing. “We had a guy who thought 
migrants were a problem,” Shen said. 
“But in McDonald’s they saw that all McDonald’s is so ‘loved’ by the public that it needs dozens of riot cops to protect it when there are protests  Picture: PA
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workers were being treated the same, 
that migrants weren’t getting more.

“By organising in the union you 
could see this being shredded away.”

The specific issues that brought 
each store to strike differed, but it 
was this organising that has made it 
possible. 

In Crayford, Shen explained, “One 
woman who was in the union put in a 
grievance against the manager. 

“She wasn’t being paid and was 
evicted from her home along with 
her four year old son. People were 
asking how could this happen—so I 
said let’s strike.” 

Management was also a big issue 
in Cambridge. Steve said, “There was 
an issue with bullying and sexual har-
assment. Workers got organised and 
now a manager has been suspended.”

And the excitement created by left 
wing Labour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn’s election campaigning has 
also lifted people’s horizons. 

Many people who thought that a 
£10 an hour minimum wage was a 
good idea now think that it’s some-
thing that’s possible to achieve. 

“We had people who were 30 years 
old in the store and had never voted, 
but were supporting Jeremy Corbyn,” 
explained Shen. “We recruited the 
most people in the week before and 
the week after the general election.”

But the strikers rightly want £10 
an hour now—not “by 2020” as 
Labour’s manifesto promised. 

The excitement generated by 
Corbyn hasn’t been the only factor 
helping union activists to get 
organised. 

Steve said that the recent media 
coverage their campaign has got 

mean that “people can see that the 
fight for decent pay is bigger than us 
and that we’re getting support.”

More workers have joined the 
union since the strikes were called—
and it’s put manners on management. 
Tom said, “The union is growing. 

“People have developed over the 
last few months, we now have some 
activists who are willing to go do 
speeches elsewhere.”

The workers are gaining support 
because their fight taps into a bigger 
mood. As Steve said, “It’s unheard 
of that people in our industry or the 
private sector are striking for such a 
high pay rise.

“You sometimes hear of people 
going for a 30p increase. We want 
£2.50—that’s life transforming.”

The McDonald’s workers’ strikes 
can inspire workers in other indus-
tries and other trade unions that it’s 
possible to fight for higher pay.

It’s time for the major unions to 
start a serious national fight over pay 
in the public and private sectors. It’s 
not enough simply to cheer on groups 
like the McDonald’s strikers. 

They need our solidity and we 
need more of this action. Shen said, 
“After this we’ve got to organise like 
crazy—we’ll have two stores out this 
time, we want ten out next time.” 

On strike day, Monday 4 September, 
workers at the Cambridge site will 
picket from 6am to 7am. Workers at the 
Crayford site will picket from 6am to 
7.30am. Join then with union banners. 
The strikers and their supporters will 
rally outside parliament at 10.30am. 
Speakers include Jeremy Corbyn and 
John McDonnell. Please send messages 
of support to fastfoodrights@mail.com 
Donations to bit.ly/2uBWGDD

FACT CHECK
Whopper profits for 
burger bosses 

$6bn
Global revenue in 2016-2017 

28%
Increase in profits over 2015-16

3.4%
Share price jumps as investors 
rake in the cash

Shake the bosses with a union 
throughout McDonald’s stores
WE WANT 
WORKERS TO 
GO OUT AND 
ORGANISE 
THEIR STORES 
BY MCDONALDS’ 
STRIKER SHEN BATMAZ

1 YOU’VE GOT to speak to 
people to find out what the 
issues are in the store.

There are different groups in 
the store, such as all the young 
boys or girls, the Romanian 
workers.

When you find the leader within 
the groups, it’s a lot easier to 
convince the others to join.

2 YOU’VE GOT to get meetings 
up and running off site, 
because that’s where you’re 

going to sign people up to the 
union.

People don’t want to do it on 
the floor with management there.

3 WHEN YOU meet with 
people get them signed up 
there and then. 

We got people in a meeting off 
site, gave them the forms but let 
them take them home.

You’re not going to see that 
form again after people get out of 
work and forget about the place. 

When they’re there, they’re 
making a commitment. 

4 MAKE SURE there are two or 
three who meet regularly. 

We call it our leaders’ 
committee. It’s really key because 
that’s how we organise what we’re 
doing in the store.

5 MAKE SURE you speak to 
people about strikes from 
the beginning.

McDonald’s is so ‘loved’ by the public that it needs dozens of riot cops to protect it when there are protests  Picture: PA

1111
Socialist Worker  30 August 2017



WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Wed 6 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Wed 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Thu 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
70 years since the partition 
of India—what is its legacy?
Thu 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Glyde House,Little Horton 
Lane (opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
What do socialists 
say about Brexit?
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Building the resistance today
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay, 
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Crisis in Turkey—is 
democracy under threat?
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Fighting the Tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
CB5 8HP
CHESTERFIELD
Art in the Russian revolution 
and counter-revolution
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
The crisis in social care
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
Black British rebels
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes St,
DN1 3NJ

ESSEX
Soviets or parliament? 
Socialism and democracy
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd, Chelmsford,
CM1 2QL
HUDDERSFIELD
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Wed 6 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,2 New 
North Parade (near both train 
and bus stations),HD1 5JP

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Russia today
Thu 7 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close 
to the station), W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Wed 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CENTRAL
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Thu 7 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Room 130,UCL,Foster 
Court Building, WC1E 6BT

LONDON: EALING
Student struggles and the 
fight for free education
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
Podemos, Catalonia and 
the Spanish state
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
From Deliveroo to 
McStrike—organising 
the unorganised
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Zionism,  antisemitism 
and the left today
Thu 7 Sep, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Women and the 
family today
Wed 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove 
(next to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
The crisis in Trump’s 
White House
Wed 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Fighting the Tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Wed 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
How can women’s 
liberation be achieved?
Thu 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
OXFORD
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd), 
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Why is Palestine in 
crisis and how do we 
show solidarity?
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

SCARBOROUGH
The Communist Manifesto—
why is international 
socialism important?
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd, 
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Do we need more police?
Thu 7 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SHEFFIELD & 
 SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Fighting the Tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Thu 14 Sep, 6pm, 
Central United Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Is there a ‘magic 
money tree’?
Thu 7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA20BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Are we heading for 
World War Three?
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
Fighting the new racism
Sat 2 Sep, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Solidarity with Catalonia—
should the left support 
independence?
Thu 21 Sep, 7pm, 
London Welsh Centre,
157-163 Grays Inn Rd,
WC1X 8UE
Public meeting co-hosted 
by the Socialist Workers 
Party and the Canditatura 
d’Unitat Popular (Exterior)

BARNSLEY
Thu 7 Sep, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP

EDINBURGH
Wed 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

LIVERPOOL
Wed 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

ROTHERHAM
Wed 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St, S60 2EY

ST ALBANS
Tue 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall (upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd (near 
St Albans City station),
AL1 3RD

Trump, the far 
right and fascism

Socialist Worker
[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker 
(Britain)

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications 
on. Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp. 
Send ‘start’

Send your reports and 
views to  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Sign up to our morning 
newsletter ‘Breakfast in red’.
Go to socialistworker.co.uk/
subscribe

A MAN wearing Confederate and Ku Klux Klan badges marches in Charlottesville

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON
Deaths in custody, 
rising Islamophobia—
where next for the 
fight against racism?
Wed 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Ramadan Mosque,
15 Shacklewell Ln,
E8 2DA
Speakers: Moazzam Begg, 
Ginario Da Costa, Esa 
Charles, Weyman Bennett

ROTHERHAM
Deaths in custody, 
rising Islamophobia—
where next for the 
fight against racism?
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Unity Centre,
St Leonard’s Rd,
S65 1PD
Speakers: Moazzam Begg, 
Taiba Yasseen, Abrar 
Javid, Weyman Bennett

STAND UP TO RACISM 
PUBLIC MEETINGS
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New Ghostpoet album is best when it’s most political
MUSIC
DARK DAYS AND CANAPES
by Ghostpoet 
For the album and details 
of Ghostpoet’s October 
and November tour go to 
ghostpoet.co.uk

LONDON LYRICIST and 
musician Ghostpoet’s 
fourth album takes a more 
explicitly, and welcome, 
political direction than his 
previous work.

It has been criticised for 
its bleakness—and there’s 
an element of truth to that.

Dealing with topics 
as harrowing as the 

refugee crisis, that is not 
necessarily a bad thing.

But you don’t get a 
feeling from this album 
that we can do much to 
change things.

Lead single Immigrant 
Boogie stands out as a 
stark indictment of the 
refugee crisis. 

The lyrics are powerful, 
“I was dreaming of a better 
life... I can’t swim and 
water’s in my lungs... Oh 
let us in.”

The album doesn’t 
break much new ground 
technically. But it is well 
produced and wide ranging 
in the breadth of musical 

styles it encompasses.
Recent collaborations 

with Massive Attack seem 
to have left an impression.

Some tracks echo 
Radiohead riffs that border 
on the rip-off. Others are 
haunting trip hop-inspired 
dirges which are unsettling 
and interesting.

The album has been 
lauded as a searing 
political commentary. 

But unfortunately few 
of the tracks make really 
cutting political points. 

It’s a pity there aren’t 
more of them—especially 
when so much political 
music is so badly made.

The beauty and ugliness of 
South Wales’ industrial past
Hiraeth, a photography book, documents remnants of industrialisation in 
Wales. Artist Ceres spoke to Alistair Farrow about the influences behind it
What was the purpose of the 
book?
Hiraeth is a Welsh word that doesn’t 
directly translate into English, but it 
basically means a homesickness for 
Wales, its landscape and the past. 

The book is a pictorial journey 
on my take of that word. It 
concentrates on the abandoned 
mines, quarries and train tunnels 
that litter the landscape. 

This is now a mostly hidden and 
forgotten world.

How did deindustrialisation in 
Wales influence the book?
I was given a book about Wales’ 
industrial past, and couldn’t 
believe how many amazing 
viaducts, bridges, canals, railways 
and buildings had already been 
demolished.  

The profits from the Industrial 
Revolution didn’t stay here long so 
Wales is a pretty poor place. 

There wasn’t much interest at 
the time to look after this type of 
heritage, and they’ve either been 
left to rot or flattened.  

For instance, Wales was one of 
the largest exporters of coal, slate 
and other minerals in the world and 
Cardiff docks was the busiest port in 
the world, but there’s not much left 
to see. 

This is probably why I like 
documenting what’s left, whether it’s 
some of the last remaining pit heads 
or burnt out cars left by joyriders in 
an abandoned train tunnel.

Your background is in graffiti. Is this 
a shift in your artistic direction?
It’s definitely a shift in direction. But 
there were parallels between the 
act of breaking into a train depot 

and getting into some of the places 
featured in the book.

So the process itself wasn’t as 
different as you’d think.

After deindustrialisation there’s 
been a return to a more romantic 
idea of Wales. Is the book an 
attempt to counter that?
In a way, yes, but I’ve definitely been 
guilty of the same. 

My family on both sides worked 
in slate quarries or coal mines, 

which is one of the reasons I became 
interested in them. 

But the reality of working 
underground everyday with a pick 
and shovel for next to no money is 
anything but romantic. 

There’s nothing romantic about 
my great grandfather losing part of 
his foot in a quarry accident. 

He still had to find work clearing 
the roads of fallen rocks to feed his 
family. 

I find a lot of these post-industrial 

landscapes beautiful, but then there’s 
also something so ugly, wasteful and 
horrific about them.  

It’s all the lives lost mining them, 
the huge sums of money made on the 
back of their hard work, and the lack 
of regard for nature.

Hopefully this book shows both 
the beauty and the ugliness of these 
places. 
Hiraeth by Ceres 
£25, published by Fluorescent Smogg 
Available from fluorescentsmogg.com

SOME OF the sites featured in the book  Picture: Fluorescent smogg

Ghostpoet could deliver more 

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  A rebel’s guide to Rosa 
Luxemburg
Sally Campbell

2  Marxism and women’s 
liberation
Judith Orr

3  Testosterone rex— 
unmaking the myths of 
our gendred minds
Cordelia Fine

4 A reader’s guide to 
Marx’s Capital
Joseph Choonara

5 Marx’s ecology— 
materialism and nature
John Bellamy-Foster

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

EXHIBITION
BASQUIAT: BOOM FOR REAL
21 September 2017 to  
28 January 2018 at the 
Barbican Centre, Silk Street 
London, EC2Y 8DS   
For more information and to 
book tickets go to  
bit.ly/2dDky20

JEAN MICHEL-Basquiat’s 
work features in this new 
exhibition at the Barbican. 

The exhibition features 
some work previously 

unseen in Britain. It will 
specifically look at the 
relationship between 
Basquiat’s painting and the 
New York music scene. 

EXHIBITION
QUEER BRITISH ART 
Until 1 October 
Tate Britain, Millbank, London, 
SW1P 4RG   
For more information and for 
tickets go to bit.ly/2gIAAGK

THIS EXHIBITION at the 
Tate is one of a series of 
exhibitions to coincide 
with the 50th anniversary 
of the 1967 partial 
decriminalisation of 
homosexuality in Britain. 

Some pieces featured 
were produced as far back 
as 1861.

A section from Untitled, which
will be on display
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A
T THE beginning 
of  September 
1917 the com-
mander of the 
Russian Army, 
gene ra l  L av r 

Kornilov, tried to crush the 
revolution.

If his coup had succeeded it 
would have been a bloodbath. 
Its failure owes a lot to revolu-
tionary strategy, and paved the 
way to the October Revolution 
when workers seized power.

Workers  and soldiers , 
particularly in the capital 
Petrograd, had risen up and 
toppled the tyranny of the 
Russian Tsar in February.

They hoped to win an exit 
from the carnage of the First 
World War and their exploita-
tion by the rich.

But the new Provisional 
Government, though led by 
Alexander Kerensky of the 
Socialist Revolutionary party 
and backed by most of the 
left, continued the war and the 
bosses’ rule.

It coexisted uneasily with 
new soviets—workers’ councils 
with a power of their own.

Frustrated by Kerensky, 
many workers started look-
ing to the Bolsheviks, the one 
party that called for an end to 
the war, seizing the land from 
the landlords and tearing down 
capitalism.

Kerensky responded in 
July by jailing or driving 
 underground the Bolshevik 
leadership, smearing them as 
German spies and banning their 
newspaper.

But even his betrayal of the 
revolution wasn’t enough for 
Russia’s rich or their imperialist 
allies. They feared their official 
enemy, Germany’s ruler kaiser 
Wilhelm, less than they did the 
workers of Russia.

Socialist journalist John Reed 
described a dinner party before 
the coup.

“During tea we asked the 
eleven people at the table 
whether  they  pre fer red 
‘Wilhelm or the Bolsheviki’,” he 
wrote. “The vote was ten to one 
for Wilhelm.”

Liquidation
Shaken by the revolution, many 
would be satisfied by nothing 
short of the violent liquidation 
of the class that led it.

The British spy Albert 
Stopford wrote in his diary, 
“We shall have to wade in blood 
before the liberation of Russia is 
to be attained.”

Kerensky sought to cut a deal 
with these reactionaries. But 
they allowed no compromise, 
and his efforts merely sealed 
his own fate.

He installed Kornilov as 
the leader of the armed forces 
in June. Shortly before the 

coup, with rumours flying, he 
 promoted a general known to 
be sympathetic to Kornilov.

Kerensky wasn’t being naive.
He was in on the plot.

He too wanted to be rid of 
the revolutionary movement 
and the Bolsheviks. He thought 
the coup plotters could help him 
do that, and would need him at 
the head of their future regime. 

Kerensky even boasted of 
turning down offers to lead the 
coup himself, revealing the level 
of communication between him 

and the right wing generals.
A major military defeat 

 provided Kornilov with the 
pretext to act. The German 
army took the city of Riga on 
1 September. 

Under the cover of retreat, 
Kornilov sent generals loyal 
to him to “training sessions” 
away from the front to brief. 
On 8 September he declared 
his break from the government.

Initially the Provisional 
Government issued orders that 
Kornilov must be obeyed.

But the affair exposed the 
government’s weakness. It had 
self-declared authority, but by 
now little else. Kornilov had no 
reason to work with it, and it 
had no means to resist him.

The soviets, and the workers 
behind them, held real power.

But Kerensky had exhausted 
his credibility with workers and 
soldiers, and couldn’t mobilise 
them without the help of other 
left parties.

Once it became clear that 
Kornilov wasn’t interested 
in sharing power, Kerensky 
appealed to the left parties to 
join the Provisional Government 
and fight to defeat Kornilov.

The Bolsheviks were able to 
operate in the open once again.

Their strategy, under the 
leadership of Lenin, was one of 
the earliest examples of what is 
known as the united front.

Lenin wrote to the Bolshevik 
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
12 September, “We shall fight, 
we are fighting against Kornilov, 
just as Kerensky’s troops do, but 
we do not support Kerensky.

“On the contrary, we expose 
his weakness.”

T
HE Bolshev iks 
u n i t e d  w i t h 
Ke re n s k y  a n d 
those loyal to him 
against Kornilov, 
but maintained 

their political independence 
and their opposition to his rule. 
Both sides of this were crucial.

On the one hand, they 
couldn’t throw their support 
behind Kerensky as a “lesser 
evil”. This would strengthen 
one of their mortal enemies, 
and undermine the struggle 
against the war and the bosses 
after the coup.

It would also undermine 
their own credibility with mili-
tant workers, who only looked 
to the Bolsheviks because 
they offered an alternative to 
Kerensky’s betrayals.

On the other hand, rotten as 
Kerensky was, they couldn’t dis-
miss the threat of Kornilov. A 
successful coup would be a ter-
rible defeat for the whole work-
ing class.

And large sections of the 
working class were still loyal 
to the Provisional Government. 
They weren’t ready to join 
a Bolshevik-led offensive 
against both Kornilov and 
Kerensky—yet.

Lenin saw that by organising 
a united front, the Bolsheviks 
could both defeat the coup and 
increase their influence within 
the working class at the expense 
of Kerensky’s.

Leon Trotsky, a leading 
socialist who had recently 
joined the Bolsheviks, explained 
this to revolutionary sailors who 
visited him in jail.

“Isn’t it time to arrest the 
government?” they asked.

“No, not yet,” Trotsky replied. 
“Use Kerensky as a gun-rest to 
shoot Kornilov. Afterward we 
will settle with Kerensky.”

Lenin wrote, “We are chang-
ing the form of our struggle 
against Kerensky.

“Without in the least relaxing 

UP
RUSSIAN  

REVOLUTION

1917

IN

ARMS

HOW UNITYTO STOP ACOUP HELPED TO WIN   WORKERS’ POWER

The Bolsheviks’ 
strategy was 
one of the first 
examples of a 
‘united front’

‘‘ 
Nikolai Sukhanov

“THE AGITATOR”, a 1919 
poster by Soviet designer 
VI Kozlinsky (adapted)
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our hostility towards him, with-
out taking back a single word 
said against him, without 
renouncing the task of over-
throwing him, we say that we 
must take into account the pre-
sent situation.

“The war against Kornilov 
must be conducted in a revo-
lutionary way, by drawing the 
masses in, by arousing them, by 
inflaming them”.

Even the Bolsheviks’ politi-
cal opponents on the left recog-
nised the key role they played—
and the respect this earned 
them among workers.

Nikolai Sukhanov of the pro-
government Menshevik party 
wrote, “The Bolsheviks were 
working stubbornly and without 
let-up. They were among the 
masses, at the factory benches, 
every day without a pause. Tens 
of speakers, big and little, were 
speaking in Petersburg, at the 
factories and in the barracks, 
every blessed day. 

“For the masses they had 
become their own people, 
because they were always there, 
taking the lead in details as well 
as in the most important affairs 
of the factory or barracks.

“The mass lived and breathed 
together with the Bolsheviks. It 
was in the hands of the party of 
Lenin and Trotsky.”

Arming
Crucially, the Bolsheviks had 
argued for the arming of the 
workers within the soviets.

Tro t sky  was  re leased 
from prison to take a lead-
ing position on a new Military 
Revolutionary Committee set 
up by the Petrograd soviet.

Factory committees armed 
over 40,000 workers across 
Petrograd. They formed Red 
Army units. Munitions factories 
produced grenades and cannon 
to defend the revolution. 

Trotsky records a muni-
tions worker saying, “In those 
days we worked sixteen hours 
a day” and “got together about 
100 cannon”.

When Kornilov advanced on 
Petrograd, rail workers tore up 
tracks and misdirected trains. 
Telegraph workers informed 
the Red Army of the move-
ments of Kornilov’s troops.

Kornilov had sought to poison 
his troops’ minds against both 
the Provisional Government 
and the Petrograd workers.

On 27 August he declared, 
“Under the pressure of the 
Bolshevik majority of the 
Soviets, the Provisional 
Government acts in com-
plete harmony with the 
plans of the German 
 general staff.”

But the soviets in outly-
ing towns provided proof 
that this was not the case.

News unfavourable to 
Kornilov was flyposted on 
his army’s route. As the army 
neared the city it became 
increasingly unwilling to take 
orders from the officers.

The coup was defeated with 
few shots being fired. 

This was followed by open 
revolt in the army.

One general described “an 
increase of attacks on offic-
ers by soldiers, shootings, 
and throwing of grenades 
through the windows of 
officers’ meetings, etc.”

Lynching officers became 
so widespread that the 

Menshevik-led soviet execu-
tive had to issue  statements 
such as, “Use self-restraint, sol-
diers! Put an end to lynchings!”

The “Kornilov affair” had 
exposed the government’s 
links to the generals, and left 
Kerensky’s reputation in tatters.
It also strengthened the hand 
of the Bolsheviks, and set the 
stage for October.

A Bolshevik 
soldier addressing 
crowds about the 
need to end the 
war (top), right 
wing general Lavr 
Kornilov who 
had other ideas 
(above)

H
THIS IS part of a 
weekly series of 
articles about  the 

Russian Revolution. 
For the full list go to 

tinyurl.com/sw1917 and 
for the introductory article 
go to bit.ly/2l3W2pL

H
RUSSIA USED the  
Julian or Old 
Style calendar 

until 1918, when it was 
replaced by the Gregorian 
or New Style calendar. To 
convert Old Style dates to 
New Style, add 13 days. 

H
THE Socialist 
Workers’ Party is 
hosting a one-day 

conference to mark the 
100th anniversary of the 
October Revolution on 
Saturday 4 November. 
See page 5 for details.

Leon Trotsky

Resilient strike gives hope  
in Egypt’s textile mills  

The Mahalla textile 
strike shows the 
potential for Egyptian 
workers to fight in 
the face of repression, 
writes Tom Kay

A RECENT 14-day strike 
by Egyptian textile workers 
was an impressive display of 
workers’ organisation and 
resilience in the face of Abdel 
Fatah el-Sisi’s military regime. 

At its height, the strike 
involved 16,000 workers 
at the state-owned Misr 
Spinning and Weaving 
Company in Mahalla 
in northern Egypt.

It was suspended on 
Tuesday of last week 
after management 
agreed to consider the 
workers’ demands.

When workers launched 
their strike on 7 August, 
bosses had insisted that their 
demands would not be met. 

The Misr Spinning 
and Weaving Company 
chair threatened to 
lock out workers. 

But this threat was met by 
a demonstration of thousands 
of workers and their 
families through Mahalla. 

There were also signs that 
their action could spread. 
Some 3,000 workers at the 
nearby Al-Nasr Processing 
and Dyeing factory joined 
the strike, and other factories 
reported slowdowns.

Promises 
This clearly made bosses 
nervous, with Al-Nasr 
management quickly 
making promises to 
resolve the dispute. 

The Misr Spinning 
and Weaving Company 
chairman instructed factory 
management to open 
dialogue with the workers.

Before the strike was 
suspended bosses had 
ramped up their rhetoric, 
branding it as “led by 
terrorists”. This is a reference 
to the banned Muslim 
Brotherhood organisation. 

But last Sunday a leaflet 
signed by the company’s 
commissioner-general 
and a group of local MPs 
promised to consider workers’ 
demands within the week. 

Workers responded by 
suspending their strike. 
But they made clear that 
it will restart after the Eid 
Al-Adha festival, ending 
on 4 September, if the 
promises prove hollow.  

While the outcome of the 
dispute is yet to be seen, 
it is hugely important. 

The Mahalla workers 
refused to be intimidated by 
the security forces, and have 
successfully forced Egypt’s 
largest state-owned company 
to consider their demands. 

This may seem a small step, 
but is significant in a country 
where strikes are illegal and 
strike leaders and thousands 
of activists have been jailed.  

Workers’ demands included 
payment of a delayed  
10 percent bonus and 
increasing the monthly food 
allowance. These issues 
point to bigger problems 
the regime is facing. 

Reforms 
It has recently pushed 
through series of “economic 
reforms” in exchange for 
a $12 billion International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) loan. 

The IMF declared the 
Egyptian Central Bank’s 
governor its “Central Bank 
Governor of the Year” 
for the role he played 
in pushing through the 
free market reforms. 

But these measures have 
seen inflation jump as high 
as 30 percent, plunging 
millions deeper into poverty. 

Further laws favourable 
to foreign investors are 
expected soon. But alongside 
more attacks, there is a 
potential for a fightback.   

Recent weeks have seen 
wildcat strikes by Egyptian 
train drivers over safety and 
large protests by residents 
of Warraq Island in Cairo. 
The regime is trying to 
demolish their homes and 
sell land to investors. 

Resistance at Mahalla has 
often played an important 
role in Egypt, including 
during the 2011 revolution.

Mass strikes and uprisings 
in the city can give confidence 
to workers and poor people 
across Egypt to fight. 

MAHALLA HAS a history of resistance 

BACK STORY
Textile workers in Mahalla 
in northern Egypt struck for 
two weeks 
lThey suspended the 
action after bosses agreed 
to consider their demands
lThere were signs that it 
could have spread 
lThis is significant in a 
country where strikes are 
illegal and activists face 
severe repression
lTheir struggle points to 
bigger problems Egypt’s 
regime is facing

Strikes are 
illegal and 
leaders and 
activists have 
been jailed

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
EGYPT
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 Corbyn pushes for Scottish comeback 
by NICK CLARK 

LABOUR PARTY leader 
Jeremy Corbyn finished 
off a tour of Scotland last 
Sunday. It was part of a 
campaign to keep building 
support for Labour after its 
surge in votes at the general 
election in June. 

Corbyn spoke to rallies and 
meetings across Scotland, 
replicating the events that 
were central to his general 
election campaign. 

Some 1,500 people turned 
out to see Corbyn speak at 
one rally at Glasgow Central 
Mosque on Thursday. 

Other appearances included 
a rally to save the Coatbridge 
DWP office. He joined Hugh 
Gaffney MP and PCS union 
president Janice Godrich. 

Turnouts
Such big turnouts for a Labour 
politician would have seemed 
far-fetched in Scotland before 
Corbyn became leader.

The events pointed to the 
potential for a Labour Party 
revival in Scotland under a 
left wing leadership.

Support for Labour plum-
meted in Scotland after the 

Scottish independence refer-
endum in 2014.

Labour wrongly sided with 
the Tories in defence of the 
British state in a referendum 
where many people saw inde-
pendence as an alternative to 
Westminster austerity. 

Corbyn gave a speech at 
the mosque that showed 
Labour could also offer an 

alternative to austerity—and 
win back support.

 “Our offer which we put 
at the general election was 
for the many, not the few,” 
he said. 

“It was a manifesto that 
quite openly talks about the 
redistribution of wealth and 
power in our society.”

Labour MSP Anas Sarwar 

also got a big cheer when 
he suggested Labour could 
become a radical alternative 
to the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) and independence. 

“Many of those people 
who voted Yes did so because 
they believed it was the only 
change on offer,” he said.

He added, “There is now 
a faster, better, safer, bolder 

form of change on offer. And 
that is a radical Labour gov-
ernment across the UK led by 
Jeremy Corbyn.”

Results in the general elec-
tion earlier this year certainly 
showed that Corbyn’s Labour 
could win back support from 
the SNP.

The SNP lost 21 seats, six 
of them to Labour. It had 
almost wiped Labour out in 
Scotland just two years ear-
lier at the 2015 general elec-
tion by posing as a left wing 
alternative.

But it has continued to 
implement cuts through the 
Scottish government while 
blaming Westminster.

Yet it’s right to back inde-
pendence. And there are still 
plenty of Yes voters unlikely 
to return to Labour if it 
refuses to at least accept the 
Scottish parliament’s right to 
call another referendum.

Cuts 
Many people in Scotland are 
also still angry at the Scottish 
Labour councils that have 
imposed cuts. 

And Labour fails to call 
for the scrapping of Trident 
nuclear weapons, a big issue 
during the referendum. 

Corbyn didn’t mention 
council cuts or independ-
ence during his speech at the 
mosque. But austerity and 
independence are two cen-
tral issues in Scotland.

Corbyn has shown that, 
with a radical vision, Labour 
can become an alternative to 
the Tories and the SNP.

But independence has to 
be part of that radical vision.

And Labour has to show it 
is committed to fighting aus-
terity by ending council cuts 
and opposing Trident.

JEREMY CORBYN in Coatbridge, North Lanarkshire, with Labour MP Hugh Gaffney   

FIGURE IT OUT

40
 Seats Labour lost to the 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP) at the 2015 general 
election

21
Seats the SNP lost at the 
general election in June 

6
Seats Corbyn’s Labour 
won back from the SNP
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Atrocities of occupation
THE US faced less resistance 
in Afghanistan when it 

invaded in 2001 than it does 
now. 

But the war destroyed 
Afghanistan’s society and 
infrastructure.

And the war against the 
Taliban in Afghanistan’s rural 
areas—which involved bombing 
and raiding villages—pushed 
many Afghans to take up arms 
against the occupation.

Hatred of the occupation 
was so great that attacks on US 
forces by Afghan soldiers and 
police became a real problem for 
them.

They were supposedly the US 

army’s allies in the fight against 
the Taliban and other militas. 

US forces burned copies of 
the Quran and other religious 
texts in an incinerator on a 
US airbase. Protests and riots 
against the occupation spread 
across Afghanistan in response.

US forces killed at least 20 
protesters.

And they have carried out 
other atrocities. In 2012 up to 20 
US soldiers murdered  
16 Afghan villagers in the middle 
of the night.

And in 2015 the US knowingly 
bombed a hospital run by charity 
Doctors Without Borders, killing 
ten patients and 12 staff.

Sixteen years 
after the US 
invasion life for 
ordinary Afghans 
is getting worse

‘‘ 

Afghanistan—an endless 
war for imperial control 
After 16 years of occupation the US is preparing to send thousands more 
troops to Afghanistan. Nick Clark argues it could be the graveyard of empire

 DAYS after Donald Trump 
announced a “new strategy” 

for the US’s seemingly endless war 
in Afghanistan last week, military 
commanders claimed the first sol-
diers had already arrived.

It’s the US’s latest failure to stop a 
war that’s lasted almost 16 years and 
killed more than 100,000 Afghan 
people. 

And Trump’s speech suggests the 
US is about to inflict even more death 
and violence in Afghanistan.

Thousands of extra soldiers will 
pile on top of the 12,000 US troops 
already in Afghanistan. 

Trump said that, unlike the last 
president Barak Obama, he wouldn’t 
set any timetables or dates to leave.

No matter how deadly or disas-
trous the war is, the US is determined 
to cling on and force its control over 
Afghanistan.

Invaded
The US invaded Afghanistan in 2001 
after terror attacks on the World 
Trade Centre in New York. 

George W Bush, then US presi-
dent, said Afghanistan’s Talban gov-
ernment was sheltering Al Qaeda, the 
group behind the attacks.

But the invasion was part of a 
much bigger plan to assert US dom-
inance. Within weeks of the terror 
attack Bush was already preparing 
for the 2003 invasion of Iraq. 

The US painted its invasion of 
Afghanistan as a good war bringing 
freedom, women’s liberation and 
prosperity.

Yet 16 years later, life for ordinary 
Afghans is actually getting worse. 

And the Taliban themselves, sup-
posedly defeated in 2001, are gain-
ing ground—a direct result of the 

brutality of the occupation (see 
below).

Meanwhile the US’s other disas-
trous war in Iraq weakened it badly.

Crush 
Obama increased the number of US 
soldiers in Afghanistan to 100,000 in 
2009, hoping to crush the Taliban.
But by 2011, with the Taliban unde-
feated, the US began its retreat.

Obama hoped to gradually reduce 
the number of US soldiers still in 
Afghanistan, leaving the Afghan army 
to bear the brunt of the fighting. 

Even that failed. Just last year 

Obama slowed down the pace of the 
US’s withdrawal in the face of the 
Taliban’s growing strength.

A complete victory for the Taliban 
would mean the rulers of the US lose 
their grip on a part of the world where 
they need to shore up their influence.

Afghanistan sits in between two 
of the US’s biggest rivals—China,  
which is challenging the US’s dom-
inance in Asia, and Iran which is 
becoming more influential in the 
Middle East.

But even worse for them, defeat 
would prove to its rivals that the 
global superpower can be beaten.

US SPECIAL forces terrorising the Afghan countryside 

Britain is a US accomplice
BRITAIN IS under pressure 
from the US to also send 

more troops back to Afghanistan. 
Trump called on the Nato 

military alliance, which includes 
Britain, “to support our new 
strategy, with additional troop 
and funding increases”.

At its peak in 2009 there were 
nearly 10,000 British soldiers in 
Afghanistan. There are now about 
500.

Britain also operated a secret 
prison at its base Camp Bastion, 
where it held up to 90 Afghans 
indefinitely and without charge.

Labour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has rightly spoken out 
against returning to war. 

But there are some in the 
Labour Party who could disagree. 

Britain joined the invasion under 
Tony Blair—and many of his 
followers are still Labour MPs.

Sixty six Labour MPs voted 
for Britain to start bombing 
Syria in 2015. And 102 Labour 
MPs refused to support Labour’s 
motion condemning Western 
ally Saudi Arabia for bombing in 
Yemen last year.

War is creating 
more refugees

 THE war in 
Afghanistan is still 

producing hundreds of 
thousands of refugees. 

The UN counted 
some 650,000 Afghans 
who became refugees 
in 2016. And it says 
10 percent of those who 
attempted to cross the 
Mediterranean last year 
came from Afghanistan.

 
Elite addicted 
to opium trade

  THE RULING elite 
left in charge by 

the US profits from 
industrial-scale opium 
production.

Some 8,000 hectares 
of Afghan land were 
used to cultivate opium 
in 2001. That figure 
is now 201,000 and 
production is going up.

The opium is for 
export, but plenty of it 
has found its way onto 
Afghanistan’s streets. In 
2010 the United Nations 
(UN) estimated that a 
possible 1 million people 
were addicted to opium.

Millions need 
aid to survive

 SOME 5.3 million 
children were in 

need of humanitarian aid 
between January and 
June this year.

The total needing aid 
is 9.3 million.

And nearly 500,000 
children were suffering 
from malnutrition.

Tony Blair’s followers are still MPs

Socialist Worker  30 August 2017
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IN BRIEF 

Strikers want end 
to ‘the curly finger’
SOME 25 manufacturing 
workers struck last Friday 
and Sunday and this Tuesday 
over shift payments at the 
Evonik company’s site in east 
Manchester.

Early-morning pickets 
explained that the firm, which 
was part of Air Products 
until about a year ago, hasn’t 
increased shift pay for four 
years. 

The production workers do 
12-hour shifts, but shift pay is 
not the only issue.  

Picket supervisor Gordon 
and other strikers added, “If 
you do a good job, there’s no 
thanks.

“But if anything goes 
wrong it’s the curly finger, 
into the office you, right in 
front of everyone else.”  

Strikers are angry that a 
member with 40 years of 
service has been threatened 
with disciplinary action. 

Pickets want to hit Evonik 
harder by striking on the 
night shifts as well as day 
shifts.
Mike Killian 

Anti-fascists plan 
to take on the EDL 
UNITE AGAINST Fascism 
(UAF) was set to protest 
against the fascist English 
Defence League (EDL) in 
West Yorkshire this Saturday.

The EDL is trying to exploit 
child sexual abuse to whip up 
racism against Muslims. 

It plans to demonstrate  
in Keighley and nearby 
Bradford on Saturday, and 
then in Newcastle on  
9 September. 

UAF has called on  
anti-racists to join  
counter-protests.
lGo to Oppose the fascist EDL 
in Keighley & Bradford – Sept 
2nd on Facebook for more 
details

Bank holiday strike 
by bus controllers 
AROUND 400 bus control 
workers struck in London on 
Sunday and Monday. 

The Unite union members 
work for Transport for London 
(TfL) out of its CentreComm 
control centre.

The workers, based in 
Victoria in central London, 
cover around 38 bus routes. 

They walked out against 
a 1.5 percent pay offer. It 
coincided with the Notting 
Hill Carnival over bank 
holiday weekend.

Pride makes it to  
High Wycombe 
HUNDREDS OF people joined 
High Wycombe Pride last 
Saturday. 

It was the first ever 
Pride march in the 
Buckinghamshire town, 
organised by local activists. 

Nicola Field, who was part 
of Lesbians and Gays Support 
the Miners (LGSM), spoke 
at the rally. People marched 
behind the LGSM banner.   

 Escalation can break  
 impasse in BA battle 
STRIKING BRITISH Airways 
(BA) cabin crew conclude their 
current wave of strikes this 
week in a “pause for peace”.

By the time they return to 
work this Thursday the Unite 
union members will have 
struck for 85 days this year. 
This includes all but three days 
during July and August. 

Their fight against poverty 
pay is the longest-running 
strike in British aviation 
history. 

Despite BA bosses’ attempts 
to downplay its impact, the 
action has cost them millions 
and damaged their brand.

The workers are part of 
BA’s “mixed fleet”—crew 
hired since 2010 on worse pay 
and conditions than existing 
workers. 

Open 
Their final week of the summer 
strikes included a trip to 
Cardiff Pride on Saturday of 
last week and an open-top 
bus tour of central London the 
following day. 

But there are unlikely to 
be any more strikes until late 
September at the earliest. 

The Tories’ anti-union laws 
now require two weeks’ notice 

for a walkout to be official. 
Unite general secretary 

Len McCluskey wrote to BA 
boss Alex Cruz that “we have 
not issued any further notice 
for strike action” in order “to 
create a pause for peace” for 
talks. “Given the nature and 
length of the dispute I am 
more than willing to involve 
myself in any future talks with 
you,” he added.

But Unite has called for 
talks all along, and there’s no 
guarantee BA bosses will start 
to respond when the pause 

takes the pressure off them.
The cost of strike pay is 

mounting—although Unite has 
massive funds—and keeping 
up momentum isn’t easy.

After two months away 
from work, many strikers are 
spending time at their second 
jobs or with family away from 
work, or simply leaving BA.

Backing 
But backing down now could 
mean the whole fight has been 
in vain. Only escalating the 
action has the potential to 
break the impasse.

Unite could try to mobilise 
the mass of strikers and their 
supporters for the biggest 
strike demonstration in Britain 
for several years. 

More importantly, it could 
ballot other workers at BA and 
its base Heathrow Airport, 
bringing the giant rapidly to 
its knees.

In numerical terms the 
strike has been by far the 
biggest in Britain this year. 
Its outcome will affect wider 
groups of workers. Unite must 
call more action, and offer a 
bold route to victory.
lDonate to the strike fund at 
bit.ly/2lgs0Ou

CABIN CREW have struck for all but three days in the last two months   Pictures: Guy smallman 

Sheffield strikers debate 
next steps in closure fight
WORKERS AT a jobcentre in 
Sheffield ended a two-week 
strike on Friday of last week. 

The members of the PCS 
union at Sheffield Eastern 
Avenue jobcentre have been 
fighting to stop their office 
from closing.

Almost one jobcentre in 
ten is set to close as part of 
Tory plans to slash jobs and 
shut down offices across the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP). 

The plans will mean 
more than 800 civil service 
workers will be made 
redundant.

Workers at another 
jobcentre, Hoylake in 
Merseyside, also held a 
24-hour strike on Friday of 
last week in protest at the 
closure of their office that 
day.

Angela Grant, PCS branch 
secretary, said the closure 

would make life harder for 
claimants, who will have to 
travel further to sign on. 

This will mean extra 
travel costs, and increase 
the likelihood of being 
sanctioned for missing or 
being late to an appointment.

“DWP claims this is a cost-
cutting exercise, in reality 
the cost will be transferred 
to jobcentre users,” she said. 

“This will become human 
cost and we cannot put a 
price on people’s health and 
wellbeing.”

Workers in Sheffield will 
be consulted on the next 
steps in their campaign. 

They have to keep up the 
fight and keep striking, but 
to win the PCS will have to 
escalate the action.

A national ballot against 
the cuts and closures across 
the DWP is the best way to 
beat the attacks.

AVIATION CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 

On the picket line at Hoylake in Merseyside  
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PILOTS

Pilots plan to halt planes for higher pay 
PILOTS WORKING for 
Thomas Cook Airlines plan 
to walk out on Friday of next 
week. 

The British Airline Pilots’ 
Association (Balpa) members 
voted to strike by 91 percent 
on a turnout of 88 percent. 

Their decision follows 
nearly eight months of 
negotiations over a pay rise 
that was due in April. 

Thomas Cook bosses 
offered a 1.5 percent pay 
rise.

But Balpa is demanding a 
pay rise that at least matches 
inflation and catches up 
with pay rates at other 
comparable airlines.

Open
The union also wants better 
travel facilities for pilots. 

The action will affect 
Thomas Cook’s operations in 
Britain. 

The airline has flights out 
of 11 airports across Britain, 
with its two largest bases 

at Manchester and London 
Gatwick airports. 

Talks are taking place at 
government conciliation 
service Acas, but Balpa has 
reported no progress so far. 

Brian Strutton, Balpa 
general secretary, said, “Our 
members are frustrated 
that after many months of 
negotiations we still do not 
have a decent pay offer on 
the table.

“They have said loud and 
clear ‘enough is enough’.”

Unite leader McCluskey giving
his personal support at a rally 

 Anti-fracking campaigners  
 plan demo in North Yorks
ANTI-FRACKING groups 
in North Yorkshire plan 
a demonstration outside 
Kirby Misperton Village 
Hall on Thursday during 
Third Energy’s bosses last 
public meeting before their 
intended frack.

Leigh Coghill from Frack 
Free York said, “They’re 
trying to sugar-coat their 
assault with their weasel 
words, but people see 
through that.” 

Kim Hunter from Frack 
Free Scarborough added, 

“We’ll keep fighting until 
we get a total ban on this 
climate-wrecking industry.”

Work at the Kirby 
Misperton well is expected to 
begin in the next few weeks. 

Campaigners are calling 
for solidarity from political 
parties, fellow campaigners 
and trade unions.

Bring banners and 
placards to the protest.
lProtest—Thursday 31 August,  
1.30pm, Kirby Misperton 
Village Hall, Kirby Misperton,  
North Yorkshire YO17 6XL

FRACKING 

Activists continue protests against Cuadrilla building a 
fracking rig at Preston New Road, Blackpool, last week 
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RETAIL WORKERS

  Argos strikes have 
the bosses worried
by DAVE  SEWELL

WORKERS AT Argos distri-
bution centres entered the 
third week of their three-
week strike on Monday. 

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “There are a lot of 
people out and it’s certainly 
having an impact.

“We’ll be discussing our 
options for what to do after 
this strike, and there will 
definitely be more industrial 
action if there needs to be.”

He warned bosses, “The 
longer this drags on, the 
closer it gets to Christmas.” 

The busy period for Argos 
starts as early as October and 
strikes then could “panic” the 
bosses.

Action
Some 1,100 Unite union 
members are taking action at 
Basildon in Essex, Bridgwater 
in Somerset ,  Heywood 
in Manchester ,  Barton 
near Burton-on-Trent and 
Castleford in West Yorkshire.

They want guarantees to 
stop a repeat of what bosses 
did to 500 colleagues in 
Lutterworth, Leicestershire.

First their contracts were 
transferred to logistics firm 
Wincanton. 

Then Wincanton told them 
to transfer to sites in other 
counties or give up their jobs.

This sneaky method meant 
bosses could make sackings 
on the cheap without paying 
redundancy settlements. 

Workers want a transfer 
package linking any future 
forced relocations of that 
nature to redundancy-type 
payouts.

They also want to bring 

workers at Barton into 
national bargaining—some-
thing Argos was “refusing 
point blank” to consider in 
talks last week.

This is a crucial part of the 
dispute, the striker explained. 
“National bargaining means 
that if one site is attacked 
every site can come out to 

defend them. By not letting 
Barton join it they make it 
harder for us to defend each 
other.”

Three weeks in, Argos’s 
attempts to ride out the 
strike with agency workers, 
Wincanton lorry drivers and 
managers have come unstuck.

At Barton Unite caught 
out two agencies, Single 
Resource and Templine, 
hiring agency workers to 
cover strikers’ jobs, the union 
said. This is illegal.

After Unite went public 
and threatened to sue, Argos 
reached a settlement with it.

At Heywood, workers 
report that lorries are few in 
number and visibly almost 
empty. Fewer agency workers 
are going in and managers 
are leaving earlier.

Picket lines there are 
small, partly because the 
police insist that there must 
be no risk of blocking the 
road. Their worries point to 
the workers’ potential power.

Heywood covers Argos 
stores across Ireland and 
much of Britain. A mass 
picket could cut them all off 
and disrupt other firms. 

In Bridgwater supporters 
from the trades council gave 
out leaflets to Argos custom-
ers outside the store. 

There will be more oppor-
tunities for such solidarity if 
further action follows.

JUSTICE FOR DARREN CUMBERBATCH

FAMILY AND friends of 
Darren Cumberbatch, who 
died after contact with 
police, gathered at Coventry 
cathedral last week.

Darren came into contact 
with police in the early hours 
of 10 July at McIntyre House 
in Nuneaton. He was taken to 
hospital and died on 19 July.

The cause of Darren’s 
death has not been 
confirmed. Around 100 

people held a candlelit vigil 
last week, organised by the 
Justice4Daz campaign.

Charlie Williams from 
the campaign spoke about 
the widespread respect for 
Darren and called for the 
immediate suspension of the 
police officers involved.
lTo support the campaign 
go to Justice4Daz Darren 
Cumberbatch Family on 
Facebook

Fight to support women  
facing domestic violence 
CAMPAIGNERS in 
Doncaster took to the 
streets last Saturday to 
defend South Yorkshire 
Women’s Aid (SYWA). 

The service was given a 
small grant of £30,000 from 
Doncaster council earlier 
this year, but funding is due 
to run out in December. 

SYWA has been told 
there will be no further 
funding from the council.

A crowd funding page 
on the Just Giving website 
said the service has been 
“inundated with referrals” 
and has received over 100 
since March. 

Services to support 
women and children facing 
violence need more funding.

The struggle to defend 
SYWA has won support 

from activists in other 
campaigns including 
Save Our NHS, Save Our 
Libraries and Stand Up To 
Racism.

Disgracefully a council 
official threatened 
protesters with arrest and a 
£90 fine for “obstruction”. 

But campaigners plan   
protests every Wednesday 
at 11am outside the council 
civic building and in the 
town centre on Saturdays. 

They are preparing for a 
big demonstration outside 
the council building on  
21 September.
lMake a donation to the 
campaign at bit.ly/2vvMatH 
and follow @SaveWomensAid 
on Twitter and Women’s 
Lives Matter Doncaster on 
Facebook for updates

STRIKE SUPPORTERS in Bridgwater 

REFINERY WORKERS

Spread Fawley fightback
by BOBBY NOYES

CANTEEN workers employed 
by Baxterstorey at the 
Esso Fawley Refinery near 
Southampton struck over 
pay on Friday of last week. 

The 17 workers, mainly 
women, are members of 
the Unite union. They are 
determined to improve a  
1.5 percent pay offer from 
the employer. 

Baxterstorey, which 
provides catering services 
for industries, says that the 
Fawley canteen workers are 
the highest paid workers in 
the group.

The workers say they are 
not interested in an equality 
of poverty. 

They are the only 
workplace which has a 
recognition agreement with 
the company which explains 
why pay elsewhere is so low. 

Workers also asked for 
more holidays but were told 
that they already have more 
than other canteen workers 
in the group.

This shows how necessary 
union membership is.

This is the first stoppage 

in their history and they 
were set to strike again on  
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday this week.

 The company is bringing 
in scab workers from other 
areas to cover the strikers’ 
work.

The response from other 
workers on the Fawley site to 
the pickets was very positive. 
Drivers took leaflets, hooted 
and waved support as they 
went in. 

The Baxterstorey strikers 
would win quickest with 
solidarity action from other  
other Esso employees and 
contractors.

Last year, Esso workers 
at Fawley won equal pay 
for some Italian contract 
workers by threatening a 
strike. 

Until the late 1980s 
the Fawley Agreement 
meant that any worker 
on the site, permanent or 
temporary, employed by any 
company, was entitled to 
the equivalent of the Esso 
employees’ pay. Time for 
history to repeat itself. 
lSend messages of support to 
the steward, Rob Callaway, at 
cult88@yahoo.co.uk 

WOMEN’S AID

Vigil calls for Justice4Daz

RAIL WORKERS

Action coming at Northern, 
Southern and Merseyrail
THE RMT rail union plans 
coordinated strikes against 
bosses’ push to extend driver 
only operation (DOO) and 
get rid of guards. This is 
a plan driven by the Tory 
government.

Workers at three 
companies—Southern, 
Northern and Merseyrail—
were set to walk out on Friday 
of this week. 

Strike
Guards on Southern are to 
begin a four-day strike that day. 
Merseyrail workers are then 
back out on 3 and 4 September. 
Northern workers will walk out 
again on 4 September.

RMT general secretary Mick 
Cash condemned a “transport 
summit” last week that was 
supposed to discuss plans for 
the north of England.

“The summit is a total fraud 

that has no involvement from 
the workforce who are out 
there day in day out struggling 
to hold services together,” he 
said. 

“Meanwhile both Merseyrail 
and Northern Rail press ahead 
with plans to axe guards 
and reduce their trains to a 
dangerous, inaccessible shell. 

“RMT will be stepping up 
the campaign for safe and 
accessible rail for all under 
public ownership.” 

Meanwhile bosses at 
Greater Anglia said in a radio 
interview that they are close 
to a deal with the union over 
guards. 

But the union says that no 
such commitment has been 
received. 

It wants clarification of 
the bosses’ position, and 
meanwhile a ballot for strikes 
continues.

On strike last year at Fawley 

Marching in July Picture: Geoff Dexter
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 Racist cops try
 to ruin Carnival
With a tribute to Grenfell, an anti-racist float and 1,000 arrests, this year’s 
Notting Hill Carnival was deeply political, Tomáš Tengely-Evans reports
AS HUNDREDS of thou-
sands of people partied in 
the streets of west London 
last weekend, police tried 
to spoil the fun with almost 
1,000 arrests.

It was part of their annual 
clampdown around the 
Notting Hill Carnival on 
Sunday and Bank Holiday 
Monday—a mass celebration 
of multiculturalism that cops 
hate.

The police tried to intimi-
date people with house raids 
leading to 686 “preemptive 
arrests” in the run-up to the 
event. 

At Carnival itself the Met 
put on its friendly public face, 
as videos of dancing cops cir-
culated on social media. But 
by 10pm on Monday night 
they had arrested a further 
313 people.

Riots vans and kitted-
out cops lurked in the back 
streets as officers used the 
racist stop and search policy. 

The shadow of the Grenfell 
Tower disaster hung over the 
Carnival.

Mary Weale, the Tory 
councillor responsible for 
Carnival, said, “This year’s 
Notting Hill Carnival was 
different to any other, the 
Grenfell Tower fire was some-
thing that we all thought 
about.” 

Contempt
But  i t  was  To ry - run 
Kensington and Chelsea 
council, its housing bosses 
and the government that 
caused the conditions that 
led to blaze. 

They continue to treat the 
survivors and residents of the 
Lancaster West estate with 
utter contempt. 

Festival-goers responded 
with anger and defiance as 
well as grief.

Graffiti reading “Justice for 
Grenfell” and “Never forget” 
daubed the walls around the 
parade and posters were up 
in the windows of houses on 
Ladbroke Grove. 

At 3pm on Sunday the 

music stopped playing as 
people held three minutes 
silence to demand justice for 
the dead and survivors of the 
blaze.

Spoken word artist Kurly 
from Birmingham was at 
Carnival with Love Music 
Hate Racism (LMHR).

He told Socialist Worker, 
“For me this is like a pilgrim-
age of the poor, it’s the same 
people out here who were in 
the tower.

Defiant
“The public inquiry might not 
lead to much but you can tell 
that people are defiant, and 
that they felt compelled to 
come.”

The parade on Sunday saw 
dozens of floats, many from 
local community groups, 
loop round the streets from 
Ladbroke Grove.

LMHR teamed up with the 
Smokey Joe Roadshow and 
the RMT transport workers’ 
union to put on a float.

Around 100 young people, 
black and white, danced 
behind it wearing LMHR 
T-shirts.

S imon  Samak i  to ld 
Socialist Worker, “The music 
coming out of Smokey Joe is 
great, I love the idea of Love 
Music Hate Racism.

“We have sent out a 
powerful message that we 
shouldn’t move against each 
other—and this is the best 
answer.”

Every year the Tories and 
cops try to scare people away 
from Carnival and talk of 
moving it.

From the solidarity with 
Grenfell to working class 
and black people taking 
over the streets, it represents 
everything the police stand 
against.

As well as being fun, the 
Carnival’s resilience is a blow 
against their hypocrisy.

Da Costa 
family fight 
on for truth 
about Edson
THE FUNERAL of Edson 
Da Costa was set to 
take place in London 
on Friday of this week. 
Edson died in June after 
being stopped by police 
in Newham, east London.

Edson’s cousin 
Yasmin told Socialist 
Worker, “Now it’s been 
confirmed that CS gas 
was used at close range, 
and force was used as 
well. I want a formal 
apology to the family.”

Edson’s life support 
was switched off on  
21 June. But the family 
wasn’t able to bury 
him because his body 
hadn’t been released.

No police officer 

has been suspended 
as a result of Edson’s 
death. And the cops’ 
pet watchdog, the 
Independent Police 
Complaints Commission, 
is still investigating.

Yasmin said, “There are 
still a lot of blurs about 
what happened, a lot of 
questions that haven’t 
been answered. How can 
you end up braindead as 
a result of a traffic stop?

“When they arrest 
black people there’s 
so much brutality.”

Edson’s mother, 
Manuela, died earlier this 
month. Her family said 
the “shock” of Edson’s 
death had “weighed 
down on her heart”.

The campaign for 
Justice for Edson is set 
to launch on Thursday 
7 September.

Yasmin said, “This is 
like a lifetime of pain for 
us. But when we’re quiet 
they don’t do anything. I 
want justice for Edson.”
Sadie Robinson
For details of Edson’s funeral 
and more information go to 
Justice 4 Edson on Facebook. 
Campaign launch meeting 
—Thursday 7 September, 
7.30pm-9pm, Durning Hall, 
Earlham Grove, E7 9AB

A POLICE stop and search in Notting Hill  Picture: Dean ryan

Anti-racists celebrate in Glasgow
THOUSANDS OF 
people turned out to 
an anti-racist festival 
in Scotland’s most 
diverse area, Govanhill in 
Glasgow, last weekend.

Two days of music 
and performances 
celebrated “all of 
Govanhill’s cultures”, 
and commemorated 
40 years since the launch 
of Rock Against Racism. 

Organisers said around 
2,000 people took part in 
the Govanhill International 
Carnival in total.

Some 1,000 people 
paraded through Govanhill 
on Saturday to launch 
the Govanhill Against 
Racism festival.

People from all walks 
of life joined the parade, 
including a delegation 
from the Unite union 
and a Roma band. 
Racists blame Roma 

people for crime and 
fly-tipping in Govanhill.

The weekend 
culminated in a Roots, 
Rock and Reggae 
concert on Sunday in 
Govanhill’s Queen’s Park.

There were 
performances from 

legendary Reggae band 
Aswad, as well as Misty in 
Roots and Black Roots.

Labour Party leader 
Jeremy Corbyn also 
spoke, as did Scottish 
first minister and Scottish 
National Party leader 
Nicola Sturgeon.

Making a song and dance of it  Picture: Duncan Brown

Edson Da Costa

On other pages...
Sexism is what stops reporting of 
rape and sexual assault >>Page 7
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