
  TRUMP’S
 THREAT
 TO US ALL
 STOP HIS DRIVE TO WAR >>Pages 4&5

Protest in Manchester
against Tory conference

Sunday 1 October, assemble 12 noon,
Castlefield Arena, Rice Street, Manchester M3 4JR 

Strike shows way to shake Strike shows way to shake Strike shows way to shake 
mean McDonald’s bossesmean McDonald’s bossesmean McDonald’s bosses

Reports from day of action against fast food giant  
>>Page 3
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 NUCLEAR GAMBLE IN KOREA POLICE

Deaths in custody 
report criticises 
cops over restraint
THE TORIES are delaying 
the publication of a Home 
Office report into deaths 
in police custody.

But leaks show it found 
evidence of racism and calls 
for sweeping changes on 
police use of restraint.

The leaked report follows 
several deaths of black men 
following police contact. 
>>Page 7

ARMS TRADE

Arms dealers 
and ministers 
meet for DSEI
REPRESENTATIVES of 
some of the world’s most 
murderous companies 
and regimes will meet 
in London next week for 
the Defence and Security 
Equipment International’s 
(DSEI) convention.

Anti-war activists began a 
week of action against it on 
Monday.
>>Pages 10&11

MYANMAR

Military and Aung 
San Suu Kyi stoke 
racist attacks
TENS OF thousands of 
Rohingya minority Muslims 
have been forced to flee their 
homes in western Myanmar. 

They are fleeing 
a crackdown against 
“insurgents”. Prime minister 
Aung San Suu Kyi has backed 
the repression.
>>Page 17
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Cops try to prevent 
Lawrence spy naming 
THE FAMILY of Stephen 
Lawrence may discover the 
identity of the undercover 
police officer who spied 
on them during their 
campaign for justice.

The spy who has been 
known for three years 
as N81 was planted in 
the “wider Lawrence 
family camp” by the 
Metropolitan Police.

Stephen was murdered 
by racists in 1993. 

In 2014 an 
independent 
report 
confirmed that 
the undercover 
officer was 
spying on 
Stephen’s 
parents, 
passing on 

information about the 
state of Doreen and Neville 
Lawrence’s marriage to 
senior police officers.

Sir John Mitting, the 
judge leading the public 
inquiry into undercover 
policing, believes the 
“cover name” of the officer 
should be released.

Scotland Yard is fiercely 
resisting publication of 
the identity of N81. 

Mitting has granted the 
Metropolitan 
Police the 
chance to argue 
its case later 
this year in a 
secret hearing 
from which 
the Lawrence 
family will be 
excluded.

For lobbyists, ‘It’s time for us 
to start doing Labour again’  
LOBBYISTS ARE slowly 
moving towards Labour.

“There’s been a total rev-
olution in the public affairs 
industry with regards to 
Jeremy Corbyn,” says Kevin 
Craig, of lobbying firm PLMR. 
“Corbyn in Number 10 is now 
a realistic possibility. So cli-
ents are very very interested 
in the Labour Party now.”

Craig donated £16,400 to 
Labour’s 2017 general elec-
tion campaign. 

Chris Rumfitt, managing 
director of Field Consulting, 
said, “Since the election, 
we’ve had commissions from 
existing clients and new 
business from people who 
are wanting to look at what 
a Labour government would 
mean for them.”

Exhibition space has sold 
out at the Labour Party 
conference. 

As one lobbyist put it, “It’s 

time for us to start doing 
Labour again.”

Most lobbying firms are 
full of former Conservative 
and Labour figures but few 
from the Labour left. 

So in the last parliament, 
consultants adopted a strat-
egy of looking for individual 

moderate MPs. One lobby-
ist said, “They are giving the 
advice that they were giving 
before, which is go to the 
moderates. 

“So if you want to engage 
on business and Brexit go to 
Chuka Umunna.”

According to John Lehal 

of Four Public Affairs, 
who worked on the Andy 
Burnham and Owen Smith 
Labour leadership cam-
paigns, “Organisations need 
to activate a red strand to 
their lobbying”.

Labour in the City, a net-
working club for people who 
work in the financial ser-
vices industry boasts 600 
members. 

Lobbyist Kevin McKeever 
advises that businesses can 
break through if they adopt 
“a real engagement with 
the principles that were 
in the Labour manifesto—
around pay ratios, what 
businesses would have to do 
to get public sector contracts  
under a Labour government”.

He adds, “There’s real 
detail there and it’s not as 
hostile as people might think, 
but does require engagement 
and understanding.”

lSIR NICK Harvey has 
been appointed interim 

chief executive of the Liberal 
Democrats. Harvey is a public 
relations expert apparently. 

After losing his seat in 2015, 
he wrote about what the Lib 
Dems could do better. “It may 
be that, with all that happened, 
we were fucked anyway,” he said.

l THE TORY MP Sir Desmond 
Swayne looks ahead to debates 

in parliament. “It’s at times like this 
that you have to concentrate on what 
you have already survived,” he said.

“We survived school, including 
rubber-like liver that you had to 
hide in your pocket. We survived 
those knee-length football shorts 
that chapped your inner thighs.”

Activate the young 
people on the memes   
WHAT THE Tories need 
is a Tory Momentum, 
which gives “opportunity 
to campaign for 
things in which they 
believe”, according 
to Michael Gove. 

What the Tories need 
is Activate. It launched 
last week. The social 
media-savvy youff 
introduced themselves 
with a 15 year old meme 
hashtagged #meme. 

Horrified at the bad 
netiquette 
the Tory 
party said 
the group is 
“not officially 
linked to the 
Conservatives 
and it gets 
no party 

funding”. 
One parody account 

later the media 
co-ordinator left 
after just a day. The 
campaign director 
also went. And the 
group’s “People” page 
disappeared altogether, 
presumably while they 
look for some people. 

Donors on its website 
included, “Theresa May 
is wildly incompetent” 
and, “Harold Shipman”.

A Whatsapp 
group for 
Activate saw 
them discuss 
“gassing 
chavs”. 
Tomorrow 
belongs to  
them.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘If you don’t 
like it, sell your 
shares and fuck 
off
Ryanair boss Michael 
O’Leary’s message to 
shareholders thinking of voting 
against his £3 million a year 
salary

‘I am not voting 
for that twerp’ 
Actor Maureen Lipman Labour 
Party supporter is, however, no 
fan of Jeremy Corbyn

‘We’ll see’
US president Donald Trump 
when asked if he would bomb 
North Korea

‘Truth hurts’
Headline of The Times 
newspaper defending its story 
on adoption in Tower Hamlets

‘Truth hurts’
The Sun editorial the day 
after its infamous The Truth 
headline on Hillsborough, 
defending its “reporting” of 
the disaster

‘Pantomime toff’
The Economist magazine sums 
up Tory Jacob Rees-Mogg

‘It’s not that 
Yorkshire’s 
racist, it’s that 
Yorkshire is very 
blunt and doesn’t 
sugar‑coat 
anything’
Labour MP Sarah Champion 
moves on from being racist in 
the The Sun to The Times to 
denounce the “Floppy Left” for 
sugesting that she was racist

‘Glowing: Kate 
visits a garden 
dedicated to 
Princess Diana 
last Wednesday’
A Daily Mail caption–after it 
found out that Kate Middleton 
is pregnant

‘You’re so brave, 
Kate’
Tory Kirstie Allsopp on Kate’s 
third pregnancy

Desmond Swayne

The future

ALL RISE

Lib dom’s 
harrassment
Lib Dem Dean Stone 
messaged Labour 
candidate Siobhan Strode 
days before a Devon 
council election. 

Using Facebook’s 
messenger app he wished 
her good luck for the poll, 
then asked if there was 
“anything embarrassing” 
in her past. Stone then 
sent her the snap showing 
him with a mouse nose 
and ears in erotic role 
play with a “mistress”. 

His caption read, “Your 
opinion on this then?” 

Stone, who calls himself 
The Mouse on Facebook, 
apologised for a “breach 
of boundaries”. 

He finished last in the 
by-election.

Lobbyists hoping to make a deal

Sir John Mitting

Bet on access 
to parliament 
BOOKIES AND sports 
organisations top the list 
of donors treating MPs to 
gifts and hospitality.

Ladbrokes Coral Group 
treated 15 MPs to trips 
to Ascot, Doncaster and 
Cheltenham races, football 
at Wembley and dinner at 
the Tory Party conference.

Ladbrokes Coral said, 
“We employ over 25,000 
people. Of course we 
engage with politicians.”

Not that there is 
currently lobbying over  
fixed-odds machines in 
bookies.

£5.40
cost of a ticket to a 
“Conversation with 
David Cameron” in 
Rapid City, South 
Dakota

£800,000
what Cameron 
got for his “frank” 
autobiography. Tony 
Blair got £4.6 million 
and Margaret Thatcher 
£3.5 million for theirs

£120,000 
per hour Cameron got 
for a speech on Brexit in 
New York last year



 Strikers  
 boosted by  
 solidarity 
ACTIVISTS across Britain 
organised solidarity protests 
and meetings for the 
McDonald’s walkout on 
Monday.

They rattled buckets to 
raise money for the strike 
fund and build support for 
the Bfawu union among 
workers in the stores.  

Up to 100 people rallied 
outside the McDonald’s 
branch in Manchester. 

Strikers and supporters 
raised money in Brixton in 
south London, and Bfawu 
and the Unite the Resistance 
network protested in 
Newcastle.

Actions also took place in 
Huddersfield, Portsmouth, 
Sheffield, Birmingham, 
Scarborough, Swansea and 
other towns and cities.

Fast Food workers from 
Toronto in Canada to 
South Korea sent solidarity 

messages. And there were 
“Fight for $15” protests in 
many parts of the United 
States.  Some 200 people 
also rallied outside the 
McDonald’s headquarters in 
Finchley, north west London, 
last Saturday. 

And on the evening of the 
walkout Unite the Resistance 
organised a solidarity 
meeting in central London. 

The 70-strong meeting 
began with big cheers for all 
the strikers in the room. 

Shen Batmaz, a leading 
Bfawu member at the 
Crayford restaurant, said, 
“Not a single one of us could 
have done this alone, the 
only way we are going to 
change things is together.”

The meeting showed the 
breadth of solidarity they 
received, and it debated how 
to link up fights. 

Labour MP and former 
McDonald’s worker Laura 
Pidcock said they were 
“turning the tide”. 

“It’s important not to 
see parliamentarians as 
saviours, we can only be the 
mouthpiece for struggle in 
workplaces and streets,”  
she said. 

 ‘We can win’ McDonald’s  
 workers cheer first strike
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

MCDONALD’S workers launched 
their first ever strike at the multi-
national in Britain on Monday. 

Chants of, “I believe that we can 
win” rang out outside the two stores 
in Cambridge and Crayford, in south 
east London, where workers walked 
out. 

The Bfawu union members’ action 
was part of the Fast Food Rights cam-
paign’s national day of action for a 
£10 an hour minimum wage and 
union rights.

Stephanie was the first worker to 
walk off shift at the Crayford restau-
rant to the cheers of fellow workers 
and supporters. 

“I was overwhelmed by the number 
of people who were there to support 
us,” she told Socialist Worker. 

“This is the first time I’ve done any-
thing like this. Normally when I’ve 
had a problem at work I’ve just got 
another job, but now I’m making a 
difference, not just for me but other 
workers.”

At the Cambridge picket line trade 
unionists, including the FBU fire-
fighters’ union, came to show their 
solidarity. 

Phenomenal
Tom, a Bfawu member at the 
Cambridge restaurant, told Socialist 
Worker, “The amount of support 
we’ve had has been phenomenal.”

Nearly all of the workers are first-
time strikers. 

The walkout gave workers a 
sense of their power to take on the 
bosses—and solidarity from support-
ers on the picket lines boosted their 
confidence. 

Lewis, a Bfawu union member at 
the Crayford restaurant, said, “I’ve 
been on lots of protests before, but 
this is the first time I’ve been on 
strike. It’s exciting that we’re finally 
fighting back.”

Workers from both restaurants ral-
lied outside parliament at lunchtime. 

John McDonnell, Labour’s shadow 
chancellor, told the rally, “This is just 
the start until McDonald’s sits down 
and negotiates with the union.

“This is the start of action that will 

bring all the fast food employers to 
the table.”

Jeremy Corbyn sent a message 
of solidarity and other Labour MPs 
spoke at the rally.

Bfawu general secretary Ronnie 
Draper said, “More people are going 
to take inspiration from what you’ve 
done. We can win this together.”

Draper also urged people to sup-
port the left wing Labour leadership. 
“Let’s stay with them, back them to 
get into government and we can get 
what we want,” he said.  

It’s important that workers have 
won the Labour leadership’s back-
ing—and the optimism generated by 
Corbyn helped them build the union. 

But they are right to fight for  
£10 an hour now—not just wait for 
the next election.

Workers want to build on what 
they’ve achieved. Tom said, “This is 
just the beginning of the campaign, 
our strike can inspire those still going 
in and other workers.”

The strikes have shown that “pre-
carious” workers can organise and 
strike. Everyone should continue to  
back recruitment and organising.

On the eve of the Trades Union 
Congress the strikes are a reminder to 
leaders of bigger unions that we need 
action about pay, not just words.

Further action and support from 
other unions can keep pressure on 
the McDonald’s bosses.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

STRIKERS AND supporters rally outside parliament Pictures: Guy smallman

A fight for $15 protest in the US
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Big H-bomb 
showdown 
risks war 
with nukes
Donald Trump’s threats against the 
US’s rivals China and North Korea 
are reckless and dangerous

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
and his closest allies refused to 
rule out going to war with North 
Korea after its bomb test last 
week.

Trump said on Twitter, “Their 
words and actions continue to be 
very hostile and dangerous to the 
United States.” 

On Sunday when asked, “Will 
you attack North Korea?” Trump 
answered, “We’ll see.”

His defence secretary James 
Mattis said Trump had asked to be 
briefed on all the “military options”.

“Any threat to the United States 
or its territories, including Guam, or 
our allies will be met with a massive 
military response, a response both 
effective and overwhelming,” Mattis 
added.

“We are not looking to the total 
annihilation of a country, namely 
North Korea, but as I said, we have 
many options to do so.”

Successive US governments have 
claimed that their threats against 
North Korea are to stop the spread 
of nuclear weapons.

But US threats are precisely what 
drives North Korean dictator Kim 
Jong-Un to develop them.

He can’t have failed to learn 
from Iraq’s Saddam Hussein—who 
former US president George W Bush 
labelled part of an “Axis of Evil” that 
included North Korea.

The US, Britain and others could 
depose Hussein not because he had 
weapons of mass destruction, but 
because he didn’t.

Trump’s warnings are aimed 
to a large extent not at Kim but at 
the neighbouring states, US ally  
South Korea and emerging super-
power China.

He accused South Korea of 
“appeasement” and said Kim had 
become an “embarrassment to 
China”. 

He even warned he could impose 
sanctions on any country that trades 
with North Korea. Around 85 percent 

BACK STORY
US president Donald Trump 
has repeatedly threatened 
aggression against North Korea
lLast month he warned that 
the US military is “locked and 
loaded” with “military solutions 
fully in place”
lUS and South Korean forces 
also held joint military exercises 
on the Korean peninsula—a show 
of strength and force against 
North Korea
l Trump’s threats against North 
Korea are more about China, the 
US’s biggest rival in south east 
Asia

of North Korea’s trade is with China.
Trump is at odds with China and 

South Korea over trade. 
Proposed restrictions on steel 

imports to the US would hit both 
countries.

Trump only pulled back from trig-
gering a trade war earlier this year 
after Chinese president Xi Jinping 
promised to take a firmer stance on 
North Korea.

Error
The Chinese government has crit-
icised Kim for the “error” of his 
nuclear tests and called for North 

Korea to heed the opposition of the 
“international community”.

Yet tolerating the rogue state on 
its borders is a lesser evil for China’s 
rulers than letting the US get away 
with imposing regime change. 

Dominance
And the US elite fears that China’s 
rise will threaten US dominance in 
a region that has become one of the 
most important centres of world 
capitalism.

It has attempted to build up its 
forces in east Asia and the Pacific in 
a bid to stay on top.

But North Korea’s development 
of nuclear weapons undermines the 
US’s credibility as a superpower in 
the region. 

Trump has left Kim little room to 
back down, yet cannot afford to let 
him persist.

With each side repeatedly 
and recklessly testing the oth-
er’s patience, the situation is very 
dangerous.

US wars on Afghanistan and Iraq 
have plunged neighbouring states 
into chaos, violence and despair. 

If it does the same in east Asia it 
could unleash nuclear Armageddon.

IMAGE OF a missile test recently released by North Korea 

Sanctions hurt poorest most
THE US and its allies 
at the United Nations 
pushed on Monday for 
a resolution to stop 
Chinese oil shipments 
to North Korea.

Sanctions like this 
are often posed as an 
alternative to military 
aggression. Yet they 
would hurt ordinary 
people in North Korea 
hardest. Stopping 
oil shipments could 
affect food production 

and lead to hunger. 
North Korea is already 
dependent on food 
aid.

US sanctions on 
Iraq killed hundreds of 
thousands of Iraqis in 
the 1990s.

Then US secretary 
of state Madeleine 
Albright responded to 
reports that 500,000 
children had died by 
saying, “We think the 
price is worth it.”Madeleine AlbrightDonald Trump and Chinese president Xi Jinping

Rivalries that 
caused North, 
South divide  
COMPETITION between 
superpowers split Korea in half 
and built up dictatorships on both 
sides.

At the end of the Second World 
War, US president Harry Truman 
ruled that Japanese troops south of 
an arbitrary line should surrender 
to the US. Those north of it 
surrendered to Russia.

Both the US and Russia crushed 
resistance and installed loyal 
regimes. They fought a proxy war 
from 1950, with 63,000 British 
troops involved.

It killed two million Korean 
civilians, and ended with the 
border exactly where it started.

North Korea’s state capitalism 
originally had the faster growing 
economy. But globalisation, the 
collapse of the Stalinist regime in 
Russia and US investment in South 
Korea saw their fortunes reverse.

North Korea’s government is 
a brutal dictatorship. But while it 
is often portrayed as a uniquely 
bizzare place it has much in 
common with tyrannies around the 
world.

Its “supreme leader” Kim Jong-
Un plays the same cynical game as 
Trump, Xi and others, but with the 
weaker hand he has been dealt.

He rules through fear and 
persecution on one hand—and on 
the other by posing as an opponent 
of the US imperialism that has 
devastated Korea.

US threats weaken the chances 
of workers in North Korea rising up 
against the regime. Yet such action 
from below is the only way they 
can win freedom.

United States is the real 
nuclear mass murderer
THE NORTH Korean dictatorship 
carried out its sixth nuclear test 
underground in the mountainous 
north of the country. The blast 
was enormous, sending tremors 
into South Korea and China.

The regime claimed it was 
a hydrogen bomb. It appeared 
to be between six and 14 times 
more powerful than the last 
bomb it set off.

South Korean officials claimed 
they expected the nuclear test 
to be followed by a new missile 
test. North Korean missiles have 
already been fired near Japan 
and the US colony of Guam in 
recent weeks.

North Korea’s weapons 
are horrifying. Yet they are a 
miniscule fraction of those held 
by the US and its allies.

The US still holds nearly 7,000 
nuclear warheads. 

It is the only country in history 
to have used nuclear weapons, 
destroying two Japanese cities in 
1945. These killed hundreds of 
thousands of people immediately 

and left millions with long term 
disabilites and illnesses.

Its largest nuclear test 
produced an explosive yield of 
15 megatons—150 times more 
devastating than the 100 kiloton 
bomb tested by North Korea.

FIGURE IT OUT

14,900
 The number of nuclear weapons  
in the world, according to the 
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists

6,800
 The number of nuclear weapons  
held by the US

60
 The number of nuclear weapons  
held by North Korea

US bomb destroyed Hiroshima

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

TRUMP —A HORSEMAN OF 
IMPERIALIST APOCALYPSE

 T
WO DEEPLY unpleasant 
men are facing off over 
North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons. 

The world feels closer 
to the possibility of nuclear war 
than at any time for half a century. 

The fact that Donald Trump and 
Kim Jong-Un have their fingers on 
the nuclear button is frightening 
enough.

But what’s worse still is that 
neither stands alone.

The US, like European empires 
before it, has always sought to 
dominate the world partly through 
alliances and proxy regimes. 

Nowhere is this truer than 
in Asia. The US conducts joint 
military exercises with South 
Korea. It has 23 military bases and 
54,000 troops in Japan. 

Fear of a more assertive China 
binds both countries’ rulers to 
the US.

North Korea is far more 
isolated, with no dependable 
allies. But both Russia and China 
have opposed moves to impose 
sanctions.

A US-led blockade on North 
Korea would mean a huge build-up 
of US forces within a few dozen 
miles of China’s coast and border. 
And as Syrians and Ukrainians 

have learned, Russia knows how to 
use a crisis to expand its influence.

Britain is no bit player. Its 
decline has weakened its rulers’ 
“special relationship” with the US. 
But when Trump was friendless, 
he turned to Theresa May to hold 
his hand.

Britain’s seat on the United 
Nations security council is one 
major asset for the US. Britain’s 
Trident nuclear weapons—made 
and controlled by the US—are 
another.

Britain has sent a warship to sail 
through waters claimed by China.

International diplomacy and 
deal-making doesn’t keep the 
peace.

The leaders of big power blocs 

pound smaller countries with 
impunity, from US-led coalitions in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria to the 
Saudi-led war on Yemen.

The states frozen out of 
such blocs resort to desperate 
measures to maintain their 
influence alone.

In the early twentieth century 
European states were split into 
two great alliances.

This kept a lid on tensions 
between them—for a while. But 
once those tensions exploded, the 
alliance system meant they rapidly 
spread. An assassination in Serbia 
triggered a world war.

To stop a repeat, working class 
people across the world need to 
pursue their shared interest and 
rise up against their feuding rulers.

In Britain that means building 
on the success of mass protests 
against Trump, who had planned a 
state visit.  

And we need to link the 
struggle against war to the fight 
against austerity and racism. 

It means taking on the 
government-backed arms tycoons. 
It means fighting to scrap Trident 
and pull out of the Middle East. 

The only way to bring world 
peace is to wreck the system that 
produces war.

STRIKES CAN BUST PAY CAP
 THE TORIES are rumoured 

to be preparing to lift the 
1 percent public sector pay 

cap—at least for some workers. 
And the Scottish government 

planned to do it this week.  
The cap has caused the value 

of workers’ wages to fall in real 
terms over the last seven years.

Nurses’ pay has dropped by 
14 percent. Teachers have lost an 
average of £5,000 a year, according 
to the Labour Party.

Lifting the cap could give 
millions of workers a much 

needed pay boost. But we 
shouldn’t think this will be a 
straightforward gain.

One Treasury source said, 
“Lifting the cap and how we pay 
for it is the biggest domestic issue 
for us this autumn.”

The Tories will likely raid some 
other pot of money that will hit 
ordinary people for any rise they 
do concede. 

And lifting the cap won’t make 
up for seven years of real terms 
cuts. Millions will still be worse 
off than they were in 2010, even 

with a pay rise in line with the 
2.6 percent inflation rate. And the 
Tories may try to drag out any 
rises for years to come.

Union leaders haven’t led nearly 
enough resistance over pay and 
other attacks. 

But fear that ordinary people 
are close to the limit of what they 
will put up with has pushed the 
Tories to lift the cap.

Actual resistance can force a lot 
more out of them—and win above 
inflation rises for all. We should 
demand the unions lead it.

The world feels 
closer to the 
threat of nuclear 
war than for the 
last half century

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

 Brexit is not just a  
 problem for Tories
PREDICTABLY ENOUGH, negotiations between the Tory 
government and the European Commission over the 
terms of Brexit are running into difficulty. 

The fundamental problem is the imbalance of power 
between the two sides. British capitalism needs an 
agreement on future trade relationships to avoid being cut 
off from its most important market. It risks suffering huge 
disruption to the supply chains that bind transnational 
companies based here to continental Europe.

Because the European Union (EU) is so much bigger 
than Britain, it is much less vulnerable to the negative 
economic consequences of Brexit without a deal. Moreover, 
continental financial centres such as Paris and Frankfurt are 
eager to win business away from the City of London.

The remaining 27 EU member states have two reasons, 
one general and one specific, for squeezing Britain hard. The 
general one is to make an example of Britain for leaving. 
Michel Barnier, EU chief negotiator, made this clear last 
Saturday. 

“This is something educational,” he said. “We will explain 
what it means to become a member of union and everything 
that you lose when you leave it.”

The more specific reason is to do with money. The 
European Commission is demanding that Britain pays an 
estimated £92 billion exit bill. 

The legal basis for this is pretty dubious. The famous 
article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty that regulates withdrawal 
from the EU makes no mention of any such requirement. 
Indeed it calls for agreement on “the framework for [the 
departing state’s] future relationship with the Union”. That’s 
precisely what Barnier and the EU 27 want to postpone till 
after Britain promises to pay up. 

As we saw with Greece, the EU is very good at dressing 
expediency in legal jargon.

Britain is the biggest net contributor to the EU budget. Its 
departure would lead to massive and divisive cuts—unless 
Britain keeps on paying for the next few years as the price of 
continued access to EU markets.

So Tory international trade secretary Liam Fox isn’t wrong 
when he accuses the EU of blackmail. But the alternative 
touted by him and Theresa May—a “global Britain” making 
free trade agreements all over the world—is pure fantasy. 

Tortuous
Fox made this comment as part of May’s team on a visit to 
Japan. They were told that any trade deal between Britain 
and Japan would have to wait till Japan had concluded its 
tortuous negotiations with the EU about their trade deal.

Tory Brexit secretary David Davis is resisting pressures 
from Barnier to name how much he’s willing to offer the 
EU 27 as a payoff. This is partly to prevent a rebellion by 
Tory Brexiteers, but it also makes sense in negotiating terms. 
Why throw in his biggest bargaining chip till he has seen the 
EU’s offer on trade?

But the imbalance of power is pushing Britain to make 
concessions. Already the Tories have tacitly accepted that 
they may have to make a transitional agreement. For years to 
come this would keep Britain much more closely integrated 
in the EU than May promised last year’s Tory conference.

And now Labour has said it will support staying in 
the European Single Market under such a transitional 
agreement. This may seem a cunning ploy to put May and 
Davis under pressure. Pro-Remain Tory backbenchers might 
be tempted to vote with Labour for such a concession.

But the shift is a big retreat on the part of Jeremy Corbyn 
and his shadow chancellor John McDonnell. In the past they 
have been ready to criticise the neoliberal single market. 
Now they seem to have caved in to pressure from right wing 
Labour MPs who don’t accept the EU referendum result. 

The EU insists on free movement of labour as a condition 
of the single market. Campaigning to remain before the 
referendum, Corbyn opposed tighter immigration controls 
because they conflicted with Britain staying in the single 
market. More recently, he rejected both the single market 
and free movement. 

Now Labour is considering staying in the single market 
without free movement. What does this mean for European 
workers in Britain? There are traps in the Brexit negotiations 
for Tories and Labour alike.

 An anti-austerity message is  
 key for Scottish Labour Party
The resignation of 
Kezia Dugdale as 
Scottish Labour 
leader is a chance 
for a shift to the left, 
writes Nick Clark

LABOUR PARTY members 
in Scotland will soon have 
the chance to elect a left 
wing leader who supports 
Jeremy Corbyn.

This follows former leader 
Kezia Dugdale’s surprise res-
ignation last week.

Richard Leonard, backed 
by unions and the left, will 
take on “moderate” Anas 
Sarwar in the election to lead 
the Scottish Labour Party. 

No other candidates had 
been announced as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

Dudgale claimed that she 
had left Scottish Labour in 
good shape, pointing to the 
party’s improved results in 
this year’s general election. 

Labour took six seats 
from the SNP in June’s gen-
eral election, having been 
reduced to just one MP in 
Scotland in 2015.

Many Labour  voters 
switched to the SNP after the 
2014 independence refer-
endum because Labour had 
campaigned with the Tories. 
Tony Blair’s New Labour had 
also alienated many voters.

Campaign
But Labour’s recovery in 
Scotland was down to 
Corbyn’s leadership. Corbyn 
ran an election campaign that 
promised a radically different 
kind of politics and involved 
mass rallies that drew in 
thousands of people.

In  contras t  Scot t i sh 
Labour under Dugdale 
ran a deeply uninspiring 

campaign concentrating on an  
anti-independence message.

After the election the 
Campaign for Socialism, 
the Scottish equivalent 
of Momentum, said that 
“Scottish Labour is hold-
ing Corbyn back—change is 
needed”

Its analysis showed that 
the average increase in the 
Labour vote across Britain 
was 5,883 per constituency 

but in Scotland it was only 
550.

Launching his leader-
ship bid, Leonard pointed 
to Corbyn’s campaign as the 
reason for Scottish Labour’s 
revival.

“Almost 13 million people 
voted for a Labour vision 
which committed us to 
extending public owner-
ship, ending austerity, prop-
erly investing in our public 
services and redistribut-
ing wealth and power to 
the many from the few,” he 
wrote.

Leonard is a former GMB 
union official and is said to 
be backed by Corbyn.

Sarwar backed Owen 
Smith in the Labour leader-
ship contest last year. And 
in an article last Sunday he 

praised Dugdale’s “radical 
manifesto”.

Dugdale’s leadership held 
Labour back in Scotland. 
Labour still has a consider-
able amount of ground to 
make up.

A Scottish leader that 
promises an end to auster-
ity—including by Scottish 
Labour councils—and offers 
a vision of hope can chal-
lenge the SNP.

At the very least Labour 
must acknowledge the right 
of the Scottish parliament 
to decide if and when there 
should be another independ-
ence referendum.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

LABOUR MEMBERS in Scotland cheer a seat won at the 
general election (main) which was boosted by Corbyn 

‘Scrap the pay cap’, nurses demand
NURSES AND their 
supporters were set to 
hold a #ScraptheCap 
protest in London’s 
Parliament Square this 
Wednesday. 

It’s part of the Royal 
College of Nursing’s (RCN) 
“summer of protest” 
against the 1 percent 
public sector pay cap. 

Since the Tories took 
office in 2010, nurses have 
suffered a 14 percent pay 
cut in real terms. 

But the Tories are under 
pressure. Theresa May’s 
government has been 
thrown into chaos over 
the pay cap for the second 

time this summer. 
It was forced to signal 

that it would look at lifting 
it later this month. 

Unions need to press 
home the advantage. 

Even if the cap was 
lifted, that wouldn’t make 
up what nurses have lost. 

In a consultation in 
May, 74 percent of nurses 
backed taking industrial 
action. The RCN should 
ballot its members and call 
them out. 

Other unions, including 
the largest public sector 
union Unison, should 
campaign and ballot their 
members for pay strikes. 

A previous RCN rally in July
 Picture: Guy Smallman

FIGURE IT OUT
 1%  

Pay cap imposed on 
public sector workers by 
the Tories

2.6%  

Rate of inflation, meaning 
the cap is a real terms pay 
cuts

14%  

The real terms pay cut 
nurses have suffered 
since the Tories took 
office in 2010
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Tories try to hide report 
into deaths in custody 
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE GOVERNMENT is delaying 
the publication of a Home Office 
report into deaths in police cus-
tody that criticises the cops.

Theresa May commissioned the 
report as home secretary in 2015. 
She hoped it would restore faith in 
the cops and “transform the rela-
tionship between the public and 
the police”.

But the report, according to the 
Guardian newspaper, found “evi-
dence” of racism and called for 
sweeping changes on police use of 
restraint. 

“There is evidence of dispropor-
tionate deaths of black and minor-
ity ethnic people in restraint-related 
deaths,” it said. 

Dame Elish Angiolini QC’s report 
condemned “victim blaming”. This 
is where information is leaked to 
the media following a death and 
leads to “false narratives”. These 
can be seen as “deflecting blame” 
from police actions.

The leaked report follows a 
number of recent deaths of black 
men following contact with the 
cops. 

These include Edson Da Costa, 
who died in June, and Darren 
Cumberbatch and Rashan Charles, 
who died in July.

Over 150 people paid their 
respects to Edson at his funeral on 
Friday of last week. 

Suspended
The Justice for Edson campaign 
has demanded that police officers 
involved in his death be suspended. 
It is also calling for the Home Office 
report to be published.

The report makes over 100 
recommendations. 

It calls for video cameras to be 
used in every police van that is used 
to transport prisoners, and on every 
frontline officer. 

It says cops should stop confer-
ring after an incident and before 
making statements. 

And it demands a ban on people 
detained under mental health 
powers being held in police cells.

The report recommends that 
families of people who die in 
police custody should receive “free, 
non means-tested” legal advice. 
Currently cops receive public fund-
ing to defend themselves.

But not every death following 
contact with the police is classed as 
a death in custody, according to the 
Crown Prosecution Service.

The report says the police’s pet 
watchdog, the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission (IPCC), 
must do more to gain public 
confidence.

It says the IPCC should for-
mally request that officers under 
investigation for crimes or gross 

misconduct be suspended or placed 
on restricted duties.

It says cops must be held account-
able at an “individual and corporate 
level” if excessive restraint is used. 

It calls on the IPCC to challenge 
discrimination where there is evi-
dence of it and “where it can be 
inferred”.

The report was due to be com-
pleted last summer. The Home 
Office said it would be published in 
“due course”. 

Another report into racism in the 
justice system, by David Lammy MP, 
was due to be published on Friday.
Justice for Edson campaign launch 
meeting. Thursday 7 September, 
7.30pm at Durning Hall, Earlham 
Grove, Forest Gate, E7 9AB.  
Speakers include Labour councillor 
Rokhsana Fiaz 

On other pages...
Activists take on fascist EDL in 
Yorkshire>>Page 18

EDSON DA Costa’s father Ginario (right) before the funeral  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

G4S EXPOSED 

Migrants’ brutal treatment
UNDERCOVER FOOTAGE of 
officers “mocking, abusing 
and even assaulting” 
migrants imprisoned at a 
detention centre has led to 
ten people being suspended.

One is employed by the 
Home Office and the other 
nine are employees of 
outsourcing giant G4S. 

It runs the Brook House 
detention centre near 
London Gatwick airport. 

The company G4S also 
runs Her Majesty’s Prison 
Birmingham where prisoners 
rioted last weekend. 

In 2010 Jimmy Mubenga 
died at London Heathrow 
Airport. He was being 

restrained by three G4S 
guards trying to deport him 
to Angola in West Africa. 

It plans to renew its contract 
to run Brook House, though 
some Labour MPs called 
for it to be suspended.

Barbaric 
A Home Office statement 
claimed, “We are clear that all 
detainees should be treated 
with dignity and respect”.

But the barbaric policy 
of locking up refugees or 
people who have problems 
with their visas in prison-like 
conditions does the opposite. 

This is what puts people 
at risk of racist abuse.

ANTI-RACISM

Take action 
as the FLA 
marches 
STAND UP To Racism (SUTR) 
will take a message of unity 
and opposition to racism and 
Islamophobia onto the streets of 
London on Saturday 7 October.

The Football Lads 
Alliance (FLA) has called a 
demonstration on that day. It 
says that it will “swamp London 
with 30-40,000 people patriotic 
and willing to stand united 
against terror”.

SUTR said, “We believe there 
is a real danger that the event 
could open the door to far right 
groups that want to promote 
racism and Islamophobia.”

The FLA held a 
demonstration of thousands on 
24 June. People had come with 
different expectations of what 
they were attending and not all 
were racists. 

But it was a mobilisation 
which ended with right wing and 
racist speeches that targetted 
Muslims. Known fascists 
attended—seeking to build their 
influence.

SUTR supporters have 
leafleted around ten football 
grounds about the FLA this 
season. In the weeks before the  
7 October demonstration, SUTR 
is encouraging leafleting of 
grounds across Britain on the 
weekends of 16-17 September 
and 23-24 September.
Go to Facebook event  
Stand together: no to racism & 
Islamophobia, football for all and 
standuptoracism.org.uk for details 
of how to get involved 

CONFRONTING THE 
RISE IN RACISM
Stand Up To Racism  
conference 2017 

Dave Ward,
CWU union
leader  

“After the EU referendum 
and the election of Donald 
Trump, it’s clear we need to 
develop a proper strategy 
to defeat the rise of the 
populist right. Trade unions 
must play a leading role in 
this fight and make the case 
for collective bargaining and 
solidarity among workers to 
tackle division.”    

Sign up at standuptoracism.org.uk

Saturday 21 October  

Sign up at standuptoracism.org.uk
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West  leaves 
victims of 
South Asia 
floods to rot
Failure to plan for floods and a lack 
of support from foreign states has 
put lives at risk, says Dave Sewell

OVER 1,200 people are dead, 
millions displaced and a third of 
Bangladesh is under water after 
devastating floods hit parts of 
South Asia.

Rain was still coming this week 
after a fortnight of intense monsoon 
rains flooded parts of Nepal, India 
and Bangladesh. Coming weeks 
could see similar devastation hit 
Pakistan as the rains move west.

At least 41 million people have 
been affected, according to the 
United Nations and aid agencies, 
and over 950,000 homes damaged 
or destroyed.

Up to 18,000 schools have also 
been damaged, affecting over a mil-
lion children.

Buildings, bridges and swathes of 
farmland have been washed away. 
Many survivors have lost their crops 
or livestock. For subsistence farmers 
this could mean total destitution.

One survivor in Bangladesh, 
Adere Begum, told the Red 
Crescent, “It’s natural for us, flood-
ing, but this time it was above knee 
level in the house.

“The children were frightened of 
the snakes in the water. My animals 
died, all drowned.”

The worst hit areas are the states 
of Assam, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 
in north eastern India. But even the 
city of Mumbai far to the south has 
been hit.

Relief agencies say the most 
urgent priority now is sanitation.

Diseases
Flood waters could stagnate before 
receding slowly, creating a breed-
ing ground for deadly diseases and 
the risk of epidemics that could kill 
many more.

And survivors need help to 
rebuild their lives. Rice farmers in 
particular have a short window in 
which to replant crops. Yet aid from 
foreign governments has been slow.

Britain, whose brutal empire 
helped impoverish and underde-
velop these countries, has a particu-
lar responsibility. Its response has 
been shameful.

In a pathetic press release the 

Tories boasted of “stepping up” aid 
with an extra £400,000 to the Nepal 
Red Cross. That’s on top of £3.6 mil-
lion that went to Bangladesh earlier 
this year.

The total is barely what the 
House of Lords spends on expenses 
each month.

The regions hit are prone to 
flooding, and the authorities should 
have done much more to prepare. 
The dead and displaced are victims 
of poverty and neglect as much as 
the weather.

But these floods are the worst 
in decades, and climate change 
is predicted to make them more 
severe and more regular in coming 
decades.

Many may find it impossi-
ble to rebuild and instead seek 
safety elsewhere—including in 
Britain where there are existing 
Indian, Bangladeshi and Nepali 
communities.

But the government’s racist 
immigration policy means there 
are already Bangladeshis among the 
refugees locked out at Calais.

The devastation in South Asia 
demands urgent action to fight cli-
mate change, poverty and border 
controls.

On other pages...
Protesters fight to end Togo’s  
‘50-year regime’ >>Page 17

BACK STORY
Floods in parts of South Asia 
have killed over 1,200 people
lThe regions hit are prone to 
flooding but the authorities 
didn’t do enough to prepare
lForeign governments including 
Britain’s have been slow to send 
aid to the area
lAs flood waters stagnate they 
will create a breeding ground for 
deadly diseases and epidemics
lThe victims of the floods are 
victims of poverty and neglect as 
much as the weather

FLOOD VICTIMS in Bihar, India, moving their belongings to a makeshift camp last month 

 Activists help Houston rescue efforts  
 while the authorities attack ‘looters’
AS THE waters of Storm Harvey 
recede in Houston, Texas, at least 
50 people have died and hundreds 
are still missing.

Ordinary people played an 
active role in the rescue and 
relief efforts—including those 
from activist groups. Meanwhile 
the authorities have focused on 
demonising those affected.

Police and mainstream media 
hyped up occurrences of “looting”, 
with dozens of arrests and a 
citywide curfew from midnight to 
5am.

But Lief Hayman, an activist 
involved in Occupy Houston, told 
Socialist Worker, “People have 
been arrested for going into a 
grocery store and trying to get 
food.

“That’s not looting, it’s trying to 
stay alive.

“The chief of police has been 
very vocal, saying, ‘We’re going 
to get you’. People are dying, and 
instead of rescuing them they are 
worrying about property.”

Fear of deportation appears 
to have stopped some migrants 
affected by the storm seeking help 
from the authorities.

There’s a standoff between 
politicians and judges over a new 
state law set to come into force 
this week. It would allow all police 
officers to act as immigration 
officials.

Protests took place across Texas 
last weekend, including school 
walkouts.

Houston is home to many of 
the world’s biggest oil refineries. 
Bosses have treated workers and 
poor black and Hispanic people 
in neighbouring suburbs such as 
Manchester with contempt.

A series of leaks have 

released toxic chemicals into the 
floodwaters. Plant shutdowns 
burned pollutants into the air, 
including chemicals known to cause 
cancer or respiratory diseases. 

Yvette Arellano is a researcher 
for Texas Environmental Justice 
Advocacy Services in Manchester.

She told Socialist Worker, 
“During Harvey monitoring was 
completely shut down. There is no 
accountability for anything they let 
out during the storm.

“There are billions of dollars 
flowing into this industry, but 
there is zero money coming out of 
it for disaster relief.

“After this disaster they will face 
little to no penalty, but they will 
ask for tax relief.”

US president Donald Trump has 
tried to project an image of taking 
the disaster seriously. But people 
in Manchester feel forgotten.

Yvette said, “There is a national 
outcry over how gas prices will 
surge. But the mainstream media 
really isn’t reporting the toxins 
being released.”

For more on Storm Harvey go to  
bit.ly/2eD1bH9 and bit.ly/2eCOYSB

UNITED STATES

Donald Trump visited Houston last
week—but people feel abandoned
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Don’t let May 
go ‘on and on’
SO THERESA May 
reckons she is “here for 
the long term” and might 
fight the 2022 election 
as leader

She’s deluded. The 
Tories know she’s a dud 
and will use her to take 
the flak over Brexit and 
then dump her.

Let’s fight to get 
Jeremy Corbyn as prime 
minister now.

Martin Palmer
On Facebook

Fear of law hit 
flood victims
JUST LIKE Grenfell Tower, 
immigration laws are 
having a terrible effect in 
the Houston floods.

Some estimates 
suggest there were 
600,000 undocumented 
immigrants living in the 
city before Hurricane 
Harvey hit.

The well-founded 
fear of arrests and 
deportations mean these 
people don’t go to rescue 
centres and emergency 
accommodation.

They suffer twice 
over from the flood and 
racism.

 Alix Wilson
Glasgow

Fire cuts risk 
more horrors
AFTER THE Grenfell 
tragedy it was terrifying 
to read about more fire 
cuts.

Fire services in 
England have lost more 
than a quarter of their 
specialist fire safety staff 
since 2011.

These people inspect 
high-risk buildings to 
ensure they comply 
with safety legislation 
and take action against 
landlords where buildings 
are found to be unsafe. 

Jayden Peck
East London

What is Unite 
leader doing?
BEFORE THE general 
election, Unite leader 
Len McCluskey talked 
down Labour’s chances 
by saying it would be a 
“success” if the party 
held 200 seats.

Now Corbyn has a 
chance of getting into 
10 Downing Street, 
what is McCluskey’s 
contribution? 

Talking up shadow 
foreign secretary, Emily 
Thornberry as Labour’s 
next leader.

John Curtis
Ipswich

A vulnerable child’s future 
was used to foster racism
THE ISSUE of a “white, Christian 
child” who was fostered by a 
Muslim carer has been used to 
increase Islamophobia and racism.

A report in the Times newspaper, 
which was then taken up by the 
Daily Mail, said the child had been 
found to be “very distressed”.  

They said a necklace with a 
Christian cross was taken from her 
and she was banned from eating 
bacon. The Mayor of Tower 
Hamlets says these claims are false.

We now know from court 
documents released last week that 
an assessment of the foster 
placement determined the child 
was “settled and well cared for”.

The court-appointed guardian, 
who acts in the child’s interests, 
carried out an assessment of the 

placement with the Muslim family 
mentioned by the Times.

This included speaking to the 
child alone. “The guardian has no 
concerns as to the child’s welfare”, 
said the report.

It has also emerged that the 
Daily Mail and Mail Online altered 
an image to illustrate the story in 
web and print coverage last week.

The original image of a couple 
in Islamic dress with a child was 
originally captioned “happiness 
couple in Dubai park”. 

But it was amended to cover the 
woman’s face with a veil.

There are complex issues around 
fostering and adoption relating to 
the ethnicity and religion of the 
child and their carers.

But this issue was never used 

seriously used by the Times and 
the Mail to examine those. 

Instead they gave heart to 
Britain First, the English Defence 
League and similarly vile forces.

There are many children from 
other faiths and backgrounds 
being looked after by “white 
Christian” families.

One charity last week said that 
over 1,500 Muslim children spend 
time living in non-Muslim foster 
homes every year.

The most important immediate 
issue is whether children are safe, 
well cared-for and happy.

Shame on those who saw this 
just as an opportunity to make 
racist propaganda.

Tim Jeffries
South London

Let’s trust 
Hawking, 
not Hunt
WORLD FAMOUS scientist 
Stephen Hawking recently 
made an important 
intervention in the debate 
about the future of the 
NHS.

He said, “The NHS is in a 
crisis, and one that has 
been created by political 
decisions. 

“These political decisions 
include underfunding and 
cuts, privatising services, 
the public sector pay cap, 
the new contract imposed 
on junior doctors, and 
removal of the student 
nurses’ bursary. 

“Failures in the system of 
privatised social care for 
disabled and elderly people 
have placed an additional 
burden on the NHS.” 

The speech drew the 
kind of response that you 
would expect from the 
odious health secretary  
Jeremy Hunt. 

He all but accusing 
Hawking of lying. 

It has had a galvanising 
effect on campaigners trying 
to combat the government’s 
attacks in Brighton. 

Sussex Defend the NHS 
has invited Hawking to 
speak at our march and rally 
on Saturday 24 September.

Steve Guy
Brighton

lSOCIALIST Worker  
was right about the crisis in 
GP recruitment (30 
August).

The NHS is now going to 
pay private agencies up to 
£100 million to recruit GPs 
from abroad.

They will be paid 
£20,000 for every doctor 
found.

What a waste! Stopping 
attacking migrants would 
be a help.  

Lucy Jones 
Bristol

6th form cull 
comes from  
the rankings
ST OLAVE’S grammar 
school in south east 
London has been forced 
to retreat over its decision 
not to let some pupils 
enter its upper sixth. 
Parents objected after 
pupils were dumped 
because they were not 
expected to get “good 
enough” A-levels.

In fact many schools 
weed out pupils between 

lower and upper sixth. 
They’re worried about the 
league tables. One teacher 
at St Olave’s said, “Weak 
students are treated as 
collateral damage”.

Small differences in 
results move schools up 
and down the tables. So 

children are stressed, and 
some told they’re failures.

It can lead to long-term 
damage for these 
children. Let’s abolish the 
grammars and the school 
league tables as well.

Sue Falkirk
Wolverhampton

What happens when 
cars don’t use petrol? 
SOMETIMES socialists need 
to take the long view.

Have we thought 
through the effects of the 
end of petrol and diesel 
cars? 

Even the Tories say there 
will be no such new cars 
sold by 2040. Car maker 
Volvo says it expects all of 
its new motors will be 
electric or hybrid after 2019.

There will still be 
substantial demand for oil 
for other uses. But overall 
demand will slump and oil 

prices collapse.
What does this mean for 

Saudi Arabia or Russia—or 
Venezuela?

Does it mean no more 
“wars for oil”? I would 
hope so. But perhaps the 
most precious resources for 
the powerful will be water 
and territory in areas not 
immediately affected by 
climate change.

There are very profound 
shifts taking place.

Amanda Howson
Leeds

Just a 
thought...

The exam regime wrecks children’s lives           Picture: Karl Baron/FlicKr

THE DAILY Mail ran a stock image of people in a park in Dubai (centre) with the Tower Hamlets story. In the 
print edition they covered the face of the woman (left) and online they later pixelated the woman’s face (right)



Arms dealers, top ministers and government officials 
from across the world descend on east London for the 
DSEI arms fair next week. Sarah Bates and Nick Clark 
look at the real cost of the Tories’ murderous deals

R
EPRESENTATIVES of 
some of the most mur-
derous companies and 
regimes in the world 
will meet in east London 
next week. 

The Defence and Securi ty 
Equipment International’s biannual 
convention (DSEI) will draw tens of 
thousands of arms sellers and buyers. 

Anti-war activists began a week 
of action against it, including direct 
actions, on Monday of this week. 

DSEI is a big deal for the British 
government. It funds and promotes 
the event—and sends its highest 
ranking ministers and civil servants 
(see right).

And no wonder—the arms industry 
is one of Britain’s biggest, most lucra-
tive industries.

Nearly £8 billion worth of arms 
were sold from Britain in 2015, 
making it the third largest arms 
exporter in the world that year.

Eight British companies were 
among the top 100 arms dealers and 
the largest of them—BAE Systems—
ranked third in the world in 2014.

But the significance of Britain’s 
arms trade isn’t just to do with how 
many weapons are sold. It’s also to do 
with who they are sold to.

In 2016 alone, the British govern-
ment granted over £250 million in 
arms export licences to Israel. 

Following Israel’s Operation 
Cast Lead, which killed over 1,000 
Palestinians in Gaza in 2009, the 
government was pushed to review its 
arms sales. Even though British arms 
were used in the assault, the Tories 
dropped all remaining restrictions on 
sales to Israel after the review. 

Sales to Israel don’t just make British 
companies money. They’re about 

propping up a key ally of Western 
imperialism in the Middle East. 

But the biggest buyer of British 
arms by far is Saudi Arabia—and it’s 
been that way for years. Britain has 
sold more than £68 billion of arms to 
Saudi Arabia since 2006.

The biggest proportion of that 
comes from sales of fighter jets and 
other military aircraft. And Saudi 
Arabia certainly puts them to use.

From British-made fighter planes, 
Saudi Arabian pilots have dropped 
British-made bombs on Yemeni towns 
and villages in a war that’s killed 
more than 10,000 civilians.

Five civilians burned to death 
in a taxi last Wednesday after a 
Saudi Arabian airstrike hit a nearby 
petrol tanker. And at least another 
14 people—including six children—
were killed in a Saudi airstrike last 
month.

B
RITAIN DOESN’T just 
sell planes and bombs. 
There’s gear for the cops 
too. Saudi Arabia is one 
of the most repressive 
regimes in the world. Yet 

Britain has sold it rubber bullets, 
tear gas, riot shields, body armour 
and components for water cannons.

Saudi-led troops used British-
made teargas to help crush a popu-
lar protest movement in neighbour-
ing Bahrain during the Arab Spring 
in 2011.

Recently though, Saudi Arabia’s 
crimes—particularly those in 
Yemen—have become a little awk-
ward for the British government.

Tory defence secretary Michael 
Fallon admitted last year that British-
made cluster bombs had been used 
by Saudi Arabia in Yemen. These 

The scandal isn’t 
just how many 
weapons are sold, 
it’s also who they 
are sold to

‘‘ 

Tory defence secretary Michael 
Fallon likes to pose with the 
military

illegal weapons scatter small explo-
sives across a wide area, which can 
then be mistaken for cans or balls and 
picked up by children.

Outrage at the atrocities carried 
out by Saudi Arabia meant there 
were calls on the British government 
to stop selling it weapons. It was a 
real, minor crisis for the government. 
The row even split parliament’s com-
mittee on arms exports down the 
middle. 

After all, it’s hard to justify approv-
ing arms sales when those weapons 

are certain to be used to cause more 
misery in Yemen.

Yet there was no apology from 
Fallon over the cluster bombs, and 
no condemnation of Saudi Arabia. 
Instead he told parliament, “It is 
essential for our own security that 
we keep our relationship with Saudi 
Arabia in good repair.”

His response hinted at something 
most government ministers won’t 
plainly admit. 

The arms sales aren’t just about 
making money for British weapons 

dealers—they’re about Britain’s rela-
tionship with Saudi Arabia.

In the mid-1980s Britain struck 
a huge deal with Saudi Arabia, the 
Al Yamamah arms deal, to sell brand 
new fighter jets in exchange for oil.

The deal was strategic. Saudi Arabia 
stockpiles arms to prop itself up as a 
major power in the Middle East. 

Britain and the US sell it those 
arms to shore up their allegiance with 
a heavily-armed, oil-rich country in a 
region they’re always fighting to con-
trol. Saudi Arabia uses the strategic 

importance of its arms deals as a bar-
gaining chip and a way of selling its 
allegiance.

And Britain was particularly des-
perate to get the deal to boost its 
own standing in the Middle East as a 
junior partner to the US.

In 1989 Tory defence secretary 
Michel Heseltine summed up the real 
rationale behind the Al Yamamah 
deal. 

“It is of considerable significance 
that the Saudis should have a contin-
uing relationship with this country” 
he said.  

“They want the kit and they are 
going to get it from somewhere. So 
why shouldn’t we sell it?”

Foreign secretary Boris Johnson 
made that exact same argument last 
year as he justified Britain’s contin-
ued arms sales to Saudi Arabia.

Ditching arms sales would mean 
“vacating a space that would rapidly 
be filled by other Western countries 
who would happily supply arms”. 
He said that would destroy Britain’s 
relationship with Saudi Arabia “at a 
stroke”.

Their justifications point to a sick-
ening truth. 

Britain’s relationship with murder-
ous regimes is far more important to 
our rulers than the lives of ordinary 
people who die beneath their bombs.
Go to stopthearmsfair.org.uk for more 
information about the protests

GUN CRIME—try before you buy at the DSEI arms fair in east London

FIGURE IT OUT

£1.25 trillion
The amount the world’s ruling 
classes spend on the military 

£48 billion
 What the British government 
will spend on the military in 
2017-2018

£129 billion
 How much we’d need to wipe out 
extreme poverty across the world

ARMS DEALERS
LIAM FOX
Liam Fox hasn’t been defence 
secretary since 2011. 

But he’s still billed as a 
keynote speaker at DSEI this 
year.

Perhaps that’s because 
of his former business 
relationships with defence sector 
lobbyists—including his friend 
Adam Werritty.

Werritty described himself as 
having “defence related business 
interests”. 

Fox was forced to resign 
as defence secretary after 
Werritty inexplicably joined him 
at several meetings with arms 
dealers, Nato generals and 
diplomats.

SIMON KIMBLE
The arms fair is organised by 
events company DSEI, whose 
chief executive is former RAF 
officer Simon Kimble.

Kimble bought out Clarion 
events in 2004 for £45 million. 
Since then the company has 
expanded from organising “baby 
shows” and Christmas fairs into 
the world of arms dealing.

Clarion has now organised at 
least seven arms fairs across 
the world, including DSEI—and 
is particularly interested in the 
Middle East.

The company once 
euphemistically described the 
Middle East as a place where 
arms fairs “work well”.

It has certainly worked well 
too.

Dealing in death and 
destruction has boosted the 
price of the company over a 
hundredfold.

Clarion was recently bought 
out for £600 million.

DSEI SPONSORS
BAE
BAE Systems is the third largest 
weapons manufacturer in the 
world and plays a major role in 
the arms industry.

It’s the main supplier to 
the MoD and has a long term 
contract to sell them combat 
vehicles, aircraft, munitions and 
naval vessels.

They announced annual profits 
of £18.7 billion earlier this year 
and Theresa May helped them 
sign a £100 million contract to 
make Turkish military fighter jets.  

CEO Sir Roger Carr defended 
BAE’s bloody record by saying 
“we maintain peace by having the 
ability to make war”.

In 2010 the company agreed 
to pay out almost £300 million 
in penalties, as it finally 
admitted guilt after corruption 
investigations.

The cases under scrutiny 
included BAE’s £43 billion  
Al Yamamah fighter plane sales 
to Saudi Arabia and smaller deals 
in the Czech Republic.

GENERAL DYMANICS
Boasting a £24 billion annual 
revenue, General Dynamics 
makes the US Army’s tanks and 
armoured vehicles.

The company is two years 
into a £12 billion contract to 
supply Saudi Arabia’s National 
Guard with vehicles equipped 
with guns and depleted uranium 
armour.

It won a £240 million contract 
with the US Army to upgrade 
army tanks.

Until recently US defence 
secretary James Mattis served on 
its board of directors alongside 
its CEO—a former CIA spy now 
raking in £16 million a year.

Murderers’ convention 

 THERE WILL be over 1,500 
companies at DSEI selling 
weapons to armed forces 
and private companies 

from across the world.
It costs up to £1,150 to attend 

the four-day long conference and 
£175 to attend the exhibition 
space. 

But military personnel and the 
civil service are given free tickets.

Everything from body cameras 
to heavy range artillery will be 
showcased. 

Its main backers are the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) and 
Department for International 
Trade. 

In fact, DSEI boasts of “full 
collaboration and support” 
from the MoD.

Tory cabinet members, 
top ranking military 
officials and company 
bosses will lead seminars 
during the four-day 
programme.

The titles of the 
keynote seminars 
deliberately exclude 
anything that mentions 
the human cost of war.

Five cabinet ministers 
were set to speak.

But DSEI also boasts platinum 
sponsorship from Britain’s biggest 
arms manufacturer, BAE systems.

Another platinum sponsor 
is General Dynamics which 
manufactures fighter planes and 
armoured tanks.

The DSEI was originally an 
official British Army event until it 
was privatised in 1997. 

The vast spending on arms does 
not make the world a safer place. 

The arms fairs exist so 
companies and individuals can 
profit from the suffering that 
warfare creates—and the British 
government is right in the thick 
of it.

Trade union leaders often seek 
to justify the arms industry by 
saying that it is “creating and 

safeguarding jobs”.
But the billions wasted 

on arms could provide 
jobs for those presently 
employed—and many 
more people. 

Instead of making 
deadly weapons, 
workers’ skills and 
energy should be 
redirected towards 
socially useful 
projects.

British arms sales in the last ten years...
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LIVERPOOL
As Corbyn takes on 
the establishment—is 
socialism possible?
Wed 4 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT
SWANSEA
As Corbyn takes on 
the establishment—is 
socialism possible?
Thu 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,SA20BP

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Austerity—the Tories’ 
war on the poor
Wed 13 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
The future socialist society
Thu 14 Sep, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St, 
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Fighting the Tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Wed 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Going beyond the binary—
Marxism, gender and 
trans politics
Thu 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON
Why is racism on the rise 
and how do we fight it?
Thu 21 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
CAMBRIDGE
Deliveroo to the McStrike 
—how has the working 
class changed?
Thu 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
CB5 8HP
CHESTERFIELD
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Thu 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
What’s happening 
in Venezuela?
Wed 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
After Charlottesville—
Trump, the far right 
and fascism
Wed 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street,
DN1 3NJ
EDINBURGH
Deliveroo to the McStrike 
—how has the working 
class changed?
Wed 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
Trump and the struggle 
against racism
Thu 14 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG

HARLOW
50 years after 
decriminalisation— 
fighting for LGBT+ rights
Thu 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
Harlow,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Will Trump launch 
a nuclear war?
Wed 13 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP

HULL
After the Grenfell Tower 
fire—the fight for 
decent housing
Thu 21 Sep, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Thu 14 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Fighting the Tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Thu 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove,
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
Fighting the Tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Wed 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd, SW2 1EP

LONDON: CENTRAL
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Thu 14 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Room 130, UCL,
Foster Court Building,
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: EALING
After the Grenfell Tower 
fire—the fight for 
decent housing
Thu 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Thu 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Britain turns left—what 
next for the movement?
Wed 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Chile, September 1973 
—lessons for today
Thu 14 Sep, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Greece and the 
tragedy of Syriza
Wed 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Women and the 
Russian Revolution
Wed 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Women’s oppression and the 
making of the modern family
Wed 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Podemos, Catalonia and 
the Spanish state
Wed 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MEDWAY
The crisis in social care
Thu 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Will Trump launch 
a nuclear war?
Thu 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ

NORWICH
Art and socialism
Thu 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Is this the end of 
neoliberalism?
Wed 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Cops, corruption and 
cover ups—can the 
police be reformed?
Wed 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Chile 1973—what are the 
lessons for socialists?
Wed 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Fighting the Tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Thu 14 Sep, 6pm, 
Central United Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Can the police be reformed?
Wed 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Russia 1917—a revolution 
in art, poetry and culture
Thu 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA20BP
YORK
The IWW—when US 
workers fought back
Wed 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

LONDON
Solidarity with Catalonia—
should the left support 
independence?
Thu 21 Sep, 7pm, 
London Welsh Centre,
157-163 Grays Inn Rd,
WC1X 8UE.
Public meeting co-hosted 
by the Socialist Workers 
Party and the Canditatura 
d’Unitat Popular (Exterior)
Deaths in custody, rising 
Islamophobia—where next 
for the fight against racism?
Wed 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Ramadan Mosque,
15 Shacklewell Ln,
E8 2DA.
Speakers: Moazzam Begg, 
Ginario Da Costa, Esa 
Charles, Weyman Bennett
ROTHERHAM
Deaths in custody, rising 
Islamophobia—where next 
for the fight against racism?
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Unity Centre,
St Leonard’s Rd,
S65 1PD.
Speakers: Moazzam Begg, 
Taiba Yasseen, Abrar 
Javid, Weyman Bennett

BRADFORD
Thu 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane
BD5 0BQ

BOLTON
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St,
BL1 1DY

BRISTOL
Wed 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

GLASGOW
Thu 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

LONDON: EALING
Thu 21 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE

From Houston to Bangladesh ...
Are we too late to 
stop climate change? 

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

Wake up to Socialist Worker in your inbox every 
morning.  Sign up to our morning newsletter 
‘Breakfast in red’ and get a fresh article every day.

For news and analysis on the stories that matter go to 
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Breakfast in red

FLOODING HAS devastated large parts of South Asia, as well as Texas in the US
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What was it like to work deep under central London? 
ATTRACTION
RIDE THE MAIL RAIL
Postal Museum, Phoenix 
Place, London WC1X 0DA. 
Book at postalmuseum.org

AFTER MORE than 
14 years hidden beneath 
the streets of central 
London, Mail Rail—Royal 
Mail’s underground 
electric railway—is open 
at the Postal Museum.

The chance to climb 
aboard a Mail Rail 
carriage and explore 
the narrow tunnels 
and disused stations is 
definitely the exhibition’s 

main attraction.
But what makes the trip 

most worthwhile is the 
impression of what work 
was like for the people 
who kept the post moving 

beneath the city streets.
At its peak around 220 

people worked on Mail 
Rail, which ran 22 hours 
a day carrying some 
4 million letters every day. 

The exhibition focuses on 
their labour. 

There are testimonies 
from former workers, 
while interactive exhibits 
simulate some of their jobs.

The tracks and tunnels 
weren’t designed to 
carry passengers, so the 
carriages are pretty small. 

People who have 
reduced mobility, are 
claustrophobic or are 
tall won’t be able to ride, 
although there is an 
alternative audio-video 
tour.

Tickets aren’t as 
expensive as some 
museums, but at £14.50 

for an adult they’re not 
cheap either. That will get 
you in to the rest of the 
museum, which opened in 
July and is pretty fun too. 

This is one of those 
hands-on museums with 
levers to pull, buttons to 
push and costumes to try 
on, which is no bad thing.

It’s not an in-depth 
history of the postal 
industry. 

But there are enough 
facts, artefacts and quirky 
anecdotes to keep anyone 
interested—whether a 
postal anorak or just along 
for the ride.
Nick Clark

 Poverty and escapism from 
 the wrong side of the tracks 
A working class white woman finds her voice through hip hop in Patti Cake$, 
a provocative new film that’s tipped for awards, writes Oisín Challen Flynn
PATRICIA, ALSO known as Patti 
Cake$, also known as Killa P, is the 
unlikely hero in this comic hip-hop 
film. 

Patti (Danielle Macdonald) comes 
from a poor, single parent family.
She has a rocky relationship with her 
alcoholic mum (Bridget Everett), and 
works multiple minimum wage jobs 
in a constant struggle to pay her nan’s 
(Cathy Moriarty) medical bills.

She is abused about her weight 
constantly, and sexually harassed by 
customers at work. 

But in dream-like scenes she 
escapes from this harsh reality to a 
glamorous world of fur robes, glim-
mering mics and gold teeth. Hip-hop 
is her fantasy.

She teams up with Jheri (Siddharth 
Dhananjay), an Indian pharmacist, 
and Basterd (Mamoudou Athie), a 
reclusive black anarchist who calls 
himself the “Antichrist”.

When they perform they can, for a 
moment, forget their situations.

Director Geremy Jasper’s back-
ground in shooting music videos, 
including for Selena Gomez and 
Florence and the Machine, is appar-
ent throughout. He also wrote all the 
surprisingly good tracks in the film.

As a white woman, Patti doesn’t 
easily fit with the image of male-
dominated and traditionally black 
hip-hop scene. This often seems to 
be her biggest barrier to winning 
recognition.

She is told to “act her race” by 
white people, and is accused by black 
artists of being a “culture vulture”.

White hip-hop artists such as 
Macklemore, Iggy Azalea and 
Eminem have similarly been accused 
of “cultural appropriation” in recent 
years. The argument is that they are 

“stealing” from black culture and 
claiming it for white people.

Hip-hop arose from predominantly 
black neighbourhoods in a society 
where black people were excluded 
and shunned from representation in 
the arts.

It provided a rare way for black 
people to express themselves. Some 
of the most acclaimed hip-hop art-
ists have used it to slam racism and 
oppression. So it’s understandable 

that many people are wary of having 
it taken from them.

But Patti is not trying to “act a 
race”. She is acting her class.

She identifies with the anger in 
hip-hop not because she wants to 
be black but because she identifies 
with a tradition that empowers the 
powerless.

In many ways her struggles are 
typical of  white workers in the US 
today—and have much in common 

with the struggles of working class 
black people.

The film isn’t perfect. There’s a 
regrettable use of cheap stereotypes, 
particularly Jheri who is too often 
treated as a joke. Patti’s mum was 
also at times a bit of a stock character.

But overall Patti Cake$ is enjoya-
ble, moving and engaged in some key 
contemporary debates. 

I’d recommend it to any hip-hop 
fan, film lover or socialist.

SIDDHARTH DANANJAY and Danielle MacDonald feature in Patti Cake$

Mail Rail trains once carried millions of letters

PODCAST
LEVAR BURTON READS
Listen on iTunes or at  
levarburtonpodcast.com

Fantastic 
tales of past 
and future
THREE MONTHS in, this new 
podcast is proving a reliably 
delightful source of short 
stories with a twist of fantasy.

If host Levar Burton’s 
voice is familiar to listeners 
in Britain it’s probably for his 
acting roles. He played Kunta 
Kinte in slave drama Roots 
and Geordi La Forge in Star 
Trek The Next Generation.

But in the US he’s equally 
well known for Reading 
Rainbow, his long-running 
show aiming to encourage 
child literacy through the joy 
of storytelling. The podcast 
continues the fun for fans 
who have now grown up, with 
a new story every week. 

The first episode sees a 
strange alien forced to pick 
sides in a boy’s conflict with 

callous bureaucracy, in Kin 
by Bruce McAllister.

Other tales avoid such 
heavy science fiction tones. 
A surreal Haruki Murakami 
story centres on a couple’s 
manic heist at a McDonald’s.  
Neil Gaiman’s light comedy 
Chivalry finds the Holy Grail 
in a charity shop.

Burton’s choices will 
dispel any sense that science 
fiction is a white boys’ club.

Lesley Nneka Arimah’s 
What It Means When a 
Man Falls From the Sky is 
masterful. It explores a future 
Nigeria of refugee camps 
and mathematicians with 
uncanny powers.

Black US author Percival 
Everett sets his sad, playful 
mystery Grahame Greene 
in a Native American 
reservation.

Laura Chow Reed’s 
1,000-Year-Old Ghosts and 
Ken Liu’s devastating The 
Paper Menagerie tell the 
painful family histories of 
Chinese migrants to the US 
through magical realism.

At 30-50 minutes long the 
episodes are just right for 
turning a stressful commute 
into a trip to another world.
Dave Sewell

Keen reader Levar Burton
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class, the working class has a 
power to transform it.

Oddly, there is at times little 
sense of the big class forces at 
work on the other side either.

She writes about the sup-
port the Obama administra-
tion initially had when it came 
to office. It failed to use this to 
make big changes because there 
wasn’t enough pressure from 
below on it to do so.

What if it had brought in 
sweeping changes? Klein says 
the “backlash would have been 
ferocious and difficult to bear”.

But for her this seems to 
be limited to ideology—that 
Obama would have been 
denounced as a Hugo Chavez-
like figure, and so on. She 
makes no mention of the other 
ways the rich could react to any 
challenge to their position.

Majority
Klein is optimistic. She says the 
“left wing almost-wins of the 
past two years are not defeats. 
They are the first tremors of a 
profound ideological realign-
ment from which a progressive 
majority could emerge.”

“The people’s platforms 
are starting to lead—and 
the politicians will have 
to follow,” she writes. 
But unfortunately they 
won’t—unless there is 
a force strong enough 
to make them.

Without a strategy 
for winning change 
in the world, 
K l e i n 
l o o k s 
t o 

winning change in our heads 
and “killing the Trump within”.

According to Klein, “Many of 
us can do more to confront our 
inner Trump. To have a hope of 
changing the world, we’re going 
to have to be willing to change 
ourselves.”

Of course we should chal-
lenge sexist or racist ideas. But 
shifting ideas on a big scale isn’t 
about individuals focusing on 
their own heads. It comes from 
mass struggles that transform 
the world and therefore the 
way people see it—and what 
they think of as possible. 

Klein says that many people 
today have never known any 
other way of living, and argues 
that this makes it hard to imag-
ine a radically different world. 

It’s true that people’s experi-
ence has a big impact on their 
ideas. As the revolutionary Karl 
Marx put it, “Being determines 
consciousness.”

But it would be dangerous 
to imply that change is impos-
sible because many people can’t 
imagine it at this time.

C a p i t a l i s m  g e n e r a t e s 
repeated crises that throw the 
ruling class into disarray and 
push ordinary people to resist. 
People’s ideas can change dra-
matically very quickly.

Klein quotes the English revo-
lutionary Thomas Paine saying, 
“We have it in our power to 
begin this world over again.” 
She disagrees.

“The truth is we do not have 
this godlike power of reinven-
tion, nor did we ever.” For Klein 
we need an “evolutionary leap”, 
not a revolutionary one.

For all the value of some of 
Klein’s insights, that’s a limi-
tation that we will have to go 
beyond if we are to win.

Protesters in 
Seattle in 1999 
(top), workers 
taking control in 
Argentina (above)

READ MORE
lNo Is Not Enough 
by Naomi Klein, £12.99

Available at Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. Phone 
020 7637 1848 or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

N
AOMI Klein wants 
a different sort 
of society. The 
author and activ-
ist helped put 
together the Leap 

manifesto in Canada—a set 
of radical demands activists 
want politicians to sign up to.

It says that “small steps will 
no longer get us where we need 
to go” and urges a bold leap 
instead.

Klein’s latest book, No Is Not 
Enough, builds on this idea and 
looks at how to make it happen.

As well as rejecting the things 
we don’t want, Klein argues that 
we must put forward a positive 
vision of how things could be 
different. We need “a plan for 
the future that is credible and 
captivating enough that a great 
many people will fight to see it 
realised”.

US president Donald Trump 
symbolises much of what is 
wrong with the world we live 
in. Klein argues that we need to 
take on people like Trump. But 
we also need to say “no to the 
system that has elevated them 
to such heights”.

Trump is “a logical conclu-
sion” of the neoliberalism of the 
past few decades. So it’s a mis-
take to simply focus on fending 
off Trump’s attacks. 

“If we accept the premise 
that the battles are all about 
holding our ground, then we 
will end up in a very dangerous 
place,” Klein writes. “Because 
the ground we were on before 
Trump was elected is the 
ground that produced Trump.”

Some on the left refuse to 
criticise Democratic politi-
cians such as Hillary Clinton or 
Barack Obama. Klein refuses to 
let them off the hook.

She argues that Bill and 
Hillary Clinton’s “blurring” of 
“ethical lines” helped allow 
“Trump to annihilate those 
lines altogether”.

She points out that Bill 
Clinton deregulated the banks 
while Obama “chose not to 
prosecute the bankers”. Klein 
insists the failings of the liberal 
establishment led to Trump’s 
victory.

Battleground
How was it that Trump, a  
billionaire, could appeal to 
ordinary people as a champion 
of workers’ rights? “A large part 
of the answer has to do with the 
fact that much of this political 
battleground has been ceded 
by liberals to the right,” writes 
Klein.

So what’s the alternative?
Klein writes, “For two dec-

ades, elite liberals have been 
looking to the billionaire class 
to solve problems.” By con-
trast, she looks to the power 
of ordinary people organising 
collectively.

Sometimes it sounds like 
Klein is talking about revo-
lution, although she never 
mentions the word. And rev-
olutions that have occurred 
in recent times—those of the 
Arab Spring in 2011—receive 
just two sentences.

She describes the revolts 

in Argentina in 2002 which 
brought down several presi-
dents. Ordinary people set up 
neighbourhood assemblies 
and began to organise for 
themselves.

She says debates rage 
about how more could have 
come of this “if the popular 
movements had been ready 
with their own plan for 

taking power and governing 
differently”.

Following the economic 
crash of 2008 Klein says, “We 

did not collectively seize that 
moment to grab the wheel of 
history and swerve.”

Instead, “Too many of us 
were waiting for change to be 
delivered from on high.”

Klein says mainstream lib-
erals say “tweak the existing 
system here and there and eve-
rything will be fine. You can 
have Goldman Sachs capitalism 
plus solar panels.”

“But,” she adds, “the chal-
lenge is much more fundamen-
tal than that. We need to chal-
lenge the capitalist ideologies 
that have conquered the world 
since the 1980s.”

This phrase sounds more 
revolutionary than it is. For 
Klein it partly means elect-
ing left wingers such as Bernie 
Sanders as the key to confront-
ing capitalism.

Klein backed Sanders to be 
the Democratic presidential 
candidate. She pointed out that 
Sanders’ radical policies “were 
wildly popular in the most capi-
talist country on earth”.

“He showed that transforma-
tional change was not a pipe 
dream.” So electing more left 
wing politicians may be more 
what Klein means by “transfor-
mational” or radical change.

K
LEIN rightly notes 
that the attacks 
of capitalism are 
structured into 
the system. And 
she is positive 

about people taking action 
outside electoral politics.

But she seems to want to 
win change within the existing 
structures. So she writes that 
it’s possible to get change—“we 
just need governments with the 
guts to go after it”.

She raises the idea that what 
people really want is never on 
a ballot paper. “But the real 
trick is going to be to get those 
dreams on the ballot with a 
winning strategy as quickly as 
possible.”

Klein wants to “explode the 
box” of what is “considered 
politically possible”. As she 
says, “I don’t claim to know 
exactly what that vision looks 
like. I am figuring it out with 
everyone else.” 

Klein argues there is “no one 
blueprint for how to fix things”.

But she says the anti-capi-
talist movement of the 1990s 
“came close to being the kind 
of broad-based coalition that is 
needed at the present moment”.

Klein focuses on ordinary 
people organising to make 
demands and “exert pressure on 
elected representatives”. There 
is little sense, except for brief 
references, of struggles that go 
beyond that—or of the power 
that organised workers can use 
to win change.

This may be because Klein 
thinks we should look at strug-
gles in an “intersectional” way, 
recognising how different 
oppressions interact with others. 
Every division is seen as equal.

Klein does not see the unique 
nature of the class divide. 
Because our society is built on 
the exploitation of the working 

MORE 
THAN 
IDEAS

Naomi Klein’s vision of how to 
win change only gets half way 
there, argues Sadie Robinson

Author and activist Naomi Klein

Klein wants to 
‘explode the 
box’ of what is 
‘politically 
possible’

‘‘ 
Is electing Bernie Sanders the solution?
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Shockwaves of revolt
spread over the world

News of revolution 
in Russia inspired 
workers to take action 
against their own 
rulers—and showed 
them they could win

THE RUSSIAN Revolution 
was received across the world 
by workers as a beacon of 
hope and more.

The leader of the great US 
union Industrial Workers of 
the World Bill Haywood said, 
“The Russian Revolution is 
the greatest event in our lives. 

“It is the dawn of freedom 
and industrial democracy. 
If we can’t trust Lenin we 
can’t trust anybody.”

Workers were inspired 
because they could see that 
it was possible to resist 
and bring down kings.

So in Germany in 1918, 
a sailors’ mutiny spread, 
merged with workers’ 
strikes, ended the war 
and toppled the Kaiser.

In Italy, “To do as 
in Russia” became the 
slogan of the left.

The revolutionary trade 
unionist Armando Borghi 
wrote, “We made the Russian 
Revolution our polar star. 

“We exulted its victories. 
We trembled at its risks. 
We made a symbol and an 
altar of its name, its dead, 
its living and its heroes.”

But the Russian 
Revolution did more than 
inspire people to resist. It 
showed a path linking the 
economic and the political.

Transform
The Bolshevik approach for 
the revolution going forward 
to transform Russia was 
condensed to, “Peace, Bread 
and Land.” The linking of 
struggles contained in the 
slogan became a lesson 
being learnt across Europe. 

The same factors that 
produced the revolution 
in Russia were present 
to a greater or lesser 
extent worldwide.

In the spring of 1917 
during a French strike wave 
of hundreds of thousands, 
strike rallies ended with cries 
of, “Down with the war!”

When striking Italian 
workers in Turin in August 

1917 were promised bread 
if they went back to work 
they chanted, “To hell with 
the bread! We want peace! 
Down with the profiteers! 
Down with the war!” and 
stayed out on strike.

The writer Victor Serge 
captured the mood. “The 
councils of workers’ and 
soldiers’ deputies—the 
soviets—are the real masters 
of the hour. Riots in Paris, 
riots in Lyon, revolution 
in Belgium, revolution in 
Constantinople, victory 
of the soviets in Bulgaria, 
rioting in Copenhagen. 

“The whole of Europe is 
in movement. Clandestine or 
open soviets are appearing 

everywhere, even in the 
allied armies; everything 
is possible, everything.”

Revolts erupted in Egypt, 
India, Afghanistan and 
elsewhere as people rose 
up against empires and 
imperial troops mutinied.

Soviets
The method of achieving 
this was through the soviets. 
Soviets—councils made up 
of workers and soldiers—
sprung up in 1905 and 1917.

They were the strength of 
working class organisation 
in the Russian Revolution. 
Workers’ councils copying 
or echoing the Russian 
soviets sprung up globally.

Around the world strike 
committees called themselves 
soviets to mimic Russia. In 
Italy and Germany the forms 
of workers’ councils were 
more advanced and become 
about direct democracy, 
workers’ control and power.

But the inspiration of 
Russia was about more than 
the soviets. To be “Bolshie” 
entered the language.

In 1919, 10,000 British 
soldiers mutinied in 
Folkestone in Kent. They 
set up a union with their 
popular chant, “Come 
on you Bolsheviks”.

New parties formed while 
others split or transformed. 
The paths of the workers’ 
movements and their 
organisations internationally 
had many strands. 

But the actual workers’ 
revolution in Russia moved 
both forward greatly.
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution tinyurl.com/sw1917

A SOLDIERS’ council in 1918 in Germany

1917 TIMELINE
26 August (8 September in 
the modern calendar)
lRight wing general Lvar 
Kornilov’s army arrives in 
Petrograd train station
lSoldiers were sent in the 
wrong direction by those 
defending the revolution
lFor more on the Kornilov 
coup see bit.ly/2iQ6jcm

In Italy and 
Germany 
workers’ 
councils vied 
for power

‘‘ 
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 Postal workers ‘go to war’ for pensions
by NICK CLARK

POSTAL WORKERS were 
set to ballot for national 
strikes as Socialist Worker 
went to press. They are 
gearing up for a battle to 
defend their pensions, pay 
and conditions.

The CWU union was 
expec t ed  t o  f o rma l l y 
announce a ballot on Wednes-
day of this week. It will close 
on 4 October and is a step 
towards a huge confrontation 
between Royal Mail workers 
and their bosses.

At the heart of the dis-
pute is an attack on pensions 
that could cost some workers 
thousands of pounds a year in 
their retirement.

Paltry
But bosses also want to fob 
workers off with a paltry pay 
offer, and have a wishlist of 
attacks aimed at driving down 
conditions.

The attacks are fuelling 
growing discontent among 
workers across Royal Mail. 
Some workers have already 
struck unofficially over local 
issues.

CWU members walked out 

at two delivery offices last 
week against management 
bullying and in defence of 
part time workers’ rights.

Postal workers in Falkirk, 
central Scotland, took action 
on Friday of last week after 
a dispute with local manage-
ment came to a head.

One striker on the picket 
line said the walkout showed 

“the strength of feeling the 
workers have” over the issue 
with bosses.

And CWU members at the 
West Park delivery office in 
Plymouth, Devon, walked out 
on Wednesday of last week. 

Management had broken 
a national agreement on how 
full time contracts are allo-
cated to part time workers, 

but were forced to retreat by 
workers’ action.

Ralph Ferrett, the CWU 
Plymouth and East Cornwall 
branch secretary, said, “The 
members weren’t prepared to 
accept what happened. 

“They walked out to 
defend the proper rights of 
part timers to receive full 
time hours in a fair manner.

“It was really good that the 
whole office, including all 
the full time workers, stood 
behind their part time col-
leagues.”

He added that the walkout 
meant that “all the issues have 
been successfully resolved in 
favour of our members and 
our national agreement.”

Ralph explained that the 
walkout was not directly 
related to the coming 
national dispute. 

Confrontation
But the number of unofficial 
strikes across the country has 
increased as workers gear up 
for a national confrontation.

CWU president Jane Loftus 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
pot is boiling. There are lots 
of different disputes kicking 
off in different places”. 

Bosses want to close work-
ers’ “defined benefit” pension 
scheme and shift them onto a 
much worse “defined contri-
bution” scheme. 

This means the amount 
retired workers get would 
depend on the stock market 
casino, rather than a fixed 
amount based on average 
earnings.

But Jane added that bosses’ 

other plans to drive down con-
ditions in the wake of Royal 
Mail’s privatisation meant the 
dispute was much larger.

“People can see their jobs 
going down the pan and 
unless it’s stopped in a few 
years people will have hardly 
any work. 

“Or they’ll be on crap pay. 
New workers coming in will 
be on totally different agree-
ments.”

Jane said that meant 
action could take place “mid-
October, maybe November in 
the run-up to Christmas.”

CWU members now have 
to make sure they deliver a 
massive vote for strikes—and 
that the action goes ahead if 
bosses don’t back away from 
all their attacks.

CWU members have held 
scores of office meetings 
to win support for a strike. 
Building on this can meet and 
exceed the thresholds under 
the anti-union laws. 

As Ralph told workers on 
Monday, “It very much looks 
like we’re going to war.”

WORKERS WALKED out in Plymouth last week Picture: cWu Plymouth and east cornWall

More online...
Postal workers get organised  
bit.ly/2vESS4R
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Protesters 
fight to end 
Togo’s ‘50 
year regime’ 
A new movement in West Africa is 
defying repression to win change, 
reports Tomáš Tengely-Evans

MASS DEMONSTRATIONS for 
democratic rights have swept 
across Togo in recent weeks. 
They are demanding an end to 
president Faure Gnassingbe’s 
regime.

He and his father Gnassingbe 
Eyadema have ruled the West 
African country for half a century.

Chanting “50 years is too long”, 
thousands of people protested in 
the capital Lome and other towns 
on Saturday 19 August. The ini-
tial protests were called by the  
newly-formed Pan-African National 
Party (PNP).

Farida Nabourema, a democracy 
activist who was on the protests, 
spoke to Socialist Worker. “I think 
this is a turning point for Togo,” she 
said. “For all the years that I’ve been 
an activist, I’ve never seen people so 
determined and fearless.

“We’ve had protests before, but 
this time we can see the govern-
ment feeling the pressure.

“The government had to organise 
its own protest to show it has sup-
port, this is something we haven’t 
seen before.”

Protesters’ main demand is to 
bring back the 1992 constitution, 
which guarantees some democratic 
rights and imposes a two-term limit 
on the president.

Killed
The regime’s security forces brutally 
cracked down on the demonstra-
tions. In Sokode in the north of the 
country cops opened fire on protest-
ers, killed two people and rounded 
up and arrested at least 66 more.

Fifteen of the 27 people put 
on trial for “rebellion” received 
15 month prison sentences. 

Farida said, “The idea that Togo 
is a democracy is a joke and a non-
sense. Whenever there are protests 
the government use lethal force—
and it’s not just the police we have 
to worry about but the military too.

“They shot and killed 10 year 
olds when there were protests by 
school students around three years 
ago.”

After the crackdown, the CAP 

2015, a coalition of opposition par-
ties and the PNP have called for fur-
ther demonstrations on Wednesday 
and Thursday. In a joint statement 
the liberal opposition groups said 
they had “agreed to join forces to 
bring about the liberation struggle 
of Togo”.

Farida said, “It’s going to be one 
of the biggest demonstrations. It’s 
usually just the big cities, but we’ve 
got 20 cities saying they’re going to 
join it.”

Despite the severe repression, 
there have been protests against the 
regime in Togo before.

A mass movement forced 
Eyadema to agree to democratic 
changes in name—but the regime 
consolidated its power.

But to tear down the regime—
and not just replace it with another 
corrupt one—ordinary people will 
have to keep mobilised.

Farida said, “In the past the oppo-
sition parties have been weakened, 
the government has promised them 
some reforms and called off the 
protests.

“People are looking to the oppo-
sition parties because they’re saying 
that they will fight to the end—
we’re not looking for reforms.”

BACK STORY
Faure Gnassingbe has ruled 
Togo since 2005
l The military installed him 
as president after his father 
Gnassingbe Eyadema’s death
lEyadema deposed Togo’s first 
president in a military coup in 
1963—then installed himself as 
president in 1967
lAs president he suppressed the 
left and trade unions
lThe elite stuffed their pockets 
while ordinary people were left 
impoverished

POLICE HAVE shot and killed protesters in Togo 

MYANMAR

Military and Aung San Suu Kyi stoke 
racist attacks on Rohingya Muslims
THOUSANDS OF Rohingya 
minority Muslims have been forced 
to flee their homes in western 
Myanmar in the last week.

It is part of a crackdown against 
“insurgents” by the military in 
the Rakhine region of Myanmar, 
formerly known as Burma.

At least a dozen bodies of 
Rohingya people have washed up 
on a Bangladeshi riverbank. They 
are believed to have drowned 
trying to escape the violence.

The US-based campaign 
Human Rights Watch said satellite 
images appear to show whole 
villages burning. The military 
and politicians blamed Rohingya 
fighters for setting fire to them. 

This follows a similar crackdown 
last year when the military burned 
villages to the ground. It tortured 
and murdered people under the 
guise of attacking the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA).

The ARSA is the latest in a series 
of armed groups that have fought 
for independence from Myanmar 
since 1947. It launched a series 
of successful attacks on security 
forces last week.

The racism against the Rohingya 

Muslims has been sponsored by the 
military dictatorship that’s ruled 
Myanmar since 1962. 

The military regime is pursuing 
a sham “reform process” that’s 
seen long-time opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi become prime 
minister under its supervision.

Myanmar is a patchwork of 
over 100 different languages and 
ethnicities, but the government 
does not recognise Rohingya 
Muslims as indigenous. 

Stateless
A racist law passed in 1982 
excludes them from citizenship, 
making them a stateless people 
without rights to travel. 

The roots of this racism go back 
to when Myanmar was ruled by 
British Empire. 

Fearing a united revolt the 
colonial authorities divided people 
along ethnic and religious lines—
professions and whole towns were 
segregated. 

The politics of divide and rule 
have shaped Myanmar’s nationalist 
movement that fought against 
British imperialism. 

The main nationalist movement, 

known as the Thakins, was formed 
in 1930 out of race riots between 
Indian dockworkers and Burmese 
scabs in the city of Rangoon.

The British had drafted in 
Burmese workers as scabs to break 
a dock strike.

The nationalist movement’s 
politics excluded non-Buddhists, 
particularly Muslims. 

Nationalist leader Aung San, 
father of Aung San Suu Kyi, said, 
“Only Burmans and Shans could 
really be considered as having a 
nation”.

This means practically all 
Myanmese politicians are united 
in supporting the military against 
the Rohingya. Prime minister Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy plays to nationalist 
politics. 

The liberal icon backed the 
military’s repression last week—
and showed herself to be a vicious 
racist. Describing the Rohingya 
as “Bengalis”, Aung San Suu Kyi 
claimed that they “set fire to their 
own properties”. 

Ending repression of the 
Rohingya and uniting workers  
means confronting this racism. 

More on line
For a longer report go to 
bit.ly/2wsMLOg
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Action can lift pay 
higher at crane firm
THE UNITE union has called 
off a strike at crane company 
HTC Wolffkran after a new 
pay offer.

Bosses have offered a 
two-year deal worth 6 percent 
plus two one-off payments of 
£250. 

Unite said it would reinstate 
the action if workers reject 
the deal. They are a powerful 
group who can win more. 

Back to work after 
walkout at Argos
ARGOS distribution workers 
concluded their three-week 
strike on Friday of last week.

The Unite union members 
want guarantees that they 
won’t be forced from their 
jobs by being told to move 
sites. They also demand 
that workers in Barton near 
Burton-on-Trent are allowed 
to join collective bargaining.

More strikes could follow if 
Argos bosses don’t meet their 
demands.

Big Ben tolls for 
blacklisting bosses
CONSTRUCTION workers 
protested on Tuesday in front 
of Big Ben because a  
£29 million renovation 
contraction has been 
handed to prime blacklisting 
company Sir Robert 
McAlpine. 

The protest highlighted 
how public contracts are 
handed to companies found 
guilty of blacklisting. 

Dave Smith from the 
Blacklist Support Group said, 
“Big Ben may have fallen 
silent but blacklisted workers 
refuse to stay silent about 
this national scandal.”

Flashmob against 
firings at the flicks
A FLASHMOB demonstrated  
outside the Grosvenor cinema 
on Ashton Lane, Glasgow, last 
Saturday. 

Workers’ rights group 
Better than Zero claims that 
ten employees from the 
Grosvenor on Ashton Lane 
were sacked for using too 
much staff discount over a 
period of four months.

The G1 group that owns 
the Grosvenor is headed by 
millionaire Stefan King.
lSign the petition at  
bit.ly/2vEWcNs 

Rally against Trump 
called in Liverpool
ACTIVISTS HAVE organised a 
rally in Liverpool on Saturday 
21 September. The rally aims 
to take on the racism of US 
president Donald Trump and 
Theresa May.

Alexandria Adamson of 
the charity Peace One Day 
told Socialist Worker, “We 
want to speak out against 
the Charlottesville killings. 
And we also want to demand 
that Theresa May gives more 
rights to LGBT people.”
lSaturday 21 September, 5pm, 
St George’s Hall, Liverpool

 Nazis not welcome as  
 EDL flops in Keighley
by LESLEY McGORRIGAN

MORE THAN 150 anti-fascists, 
trade unionists and residents 
joined a protest against the 
English Defence League in 
Keighley, West Yorkshire, 
on Saturday of last week.

The EDL had originally 
planned to protest in both 
Bradford and Keighley on the 
same day. But with only  
70 people, its numbers were so 
small that it had to cancel the 
Bradford protest.

A huge police mobilisation 
was deployed to help the rump 
of drunken fascists march 
through Keighley town centre 
shouting racist abuse. 

Hundreds of police were 
sent to try to stop the anti-
fascist unity demonstration 
being held in the town centre.

Local politicians, dignitaries 
and the police had invested 

enormous resources to stop 
anti-racist activity.

They argued for ignoring 
the EDL, and stood and 
watched while the EDL 
marched in the town centre, 
spreading Islamophobia, lies 
and division.

But the anti-fascist protest, 
organised by We Are Bradford 

and Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF), was lively, black and 
white, old and young.

Speakers from the NUT, 
UCU, Unite and Leeds Trades 
Council spoke of unity. 

They reminded the crowd 
how fascism has always been 
fought and defeated in Britain 
whenever it has surfaced.

BLACK AND white unite for a West Yorkshire counter-protest Picture: Neil terry

Ukip cruising nowhere fast
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE THREAT of an  
anti-racist protest has forced 
hard right party Ukip to 
scrap a planned conference 
of its youth wing in Sheffield.

Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) had planned to 
protest outside the Hilton 
Hotel in Sheffield, where the 
conference was due to take 
place last weekend.

But the venue cancelled 
the booking and other 
venues refused Ukip’s 
attempts to book elsewhere. 
Ukip said “far left threats of 
violence” were responsible. 

Far right speakers were 

due to attend, including 
Martin Sellner, Austrian 
leader of Generation 
Identitaire, and former 
leader of Pegida in Britain 
Anne Marie Waters.

The conference has been 
postponed indefinitely. Ukip 
also cancelled a planned 
three-hour river cruise.

Sheffield SUTR said, “We 
are grateful to all the venues 
who declined the booking 
from Young Independence, 
the youth wing of Ukip, 
rejecting the party’s racism, 
Islamophobia and hate.

“Stand Up To Racism 
and other anti-racists will 
continue to challenge racism 
and the far right.”

ANTI-FASCISM

Hypocrisy in Newcastle
ANTI-RACISTS planned to 
protest against the EDL in 
Newcastle this Saturday. 

The protest assembles 
at 1pm at the Laing Art 
Gallery, New Bridge St, 
NE1 8AG.

Newcastle Unites 
condemned the EDL’s 
attempt to use the 

“appalling crimes” of child 
sexual exploitation “to 
further its own ends”.

The protest is backed 
by many groups including 
Newcastle Unites, UAF, 
PCS Northern Region, 
Show Racism the Red Card, 
Newcastle Trades Council 
and Durham Labour Left. 

ANTI-RACISM
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HOUSING

Tenants won’t be divided
AN EAST London housing 
organisation has begun 
using rent reductions to 
divide tenants’ resistance, 
campaigners say.

Earlier this year One 
Housing tried to raise rents by 
up to 40 percent on an estate 
in West Ham, Newham. But 
tenants refused to pay and 
bosses put the hike “on hold”.

Now some tenants have 
received a letter saying they 
could get 15 percent knocked 
off their rent and £100 put into 
their online rent account. 

Others are still being made 
to pay the full price. They don’t 
know why only some people 
qualify for a discount. 

Truus Jansen, chair of 

the tenants’ association, told 
Socialist Worker, “They are 
trying to divide us.

“The text we received said 
‘congratulations’ but we know 
to be suspicious. Some people 
think they are decreasing the 
rent so they can put us in 
cheaper accommodation when 
they evict us.”

DEFENDING THE NHS

OBITUARY
Jane Emerson 
1961-2017
FEARLESS revolutionary 
socialist, anti-Nazi and shop 
steward Jane Emerson has 
died aged 56. Jane was a 
member of the Socialist 
Workers Party for 22 years. 

Being blind never stopped 
Jane joining protests against 
the fascists in Rotherham.

Comrade and friend 
Katie Wheatley said, “Jane 
was fearless—she went on 
countless demos against the 
war, against racism and the 
Nazis. 

“Nothing stopped her. Jane 
was a phenomenal character.”

Jane was a highly 
respected welfare rights 
worker for Rotherham council 
for more than 25 years. 
Latterly she spent a lot of time 
taking on the hated bedroom 

tax to help many people 
escape cuts in their benefits. 

She was a formidable 
Unison union rep, always 
agitating for action against 
cuts. More than once Jane 
had to lead a fight to save her 
own job.

Jane also helped make 
Socialist Worker available 
through the “Talking 
Newspapers” or braille service 
in the council library which 
helped spread socialist ideas.

A graduate in German 

from Durham University, she 
later spent a year living in 
Germany. A love of dance was 
one of her greatest passions. 
Another was attending 
Marxism nearly every year.

She was as optimistic about 
the future of socialism as she 
was determined to help bring 
it about. As Unison comrade 
and friend Lucinda Wakefield 
said, “Jane was an inspiration 
to us all. 

“She fought tirelessly 
for the rights of people to 
gain access to much needed 
support. She had a gentle 
but firm way of arguing 
for socialist ideas, calmly 
convincing those around her 
to give support to others in 
struggle.” 

Rotherham and Sheffield 
comrades wish to express 
their condolences to Jane’s 
family.
Phil Turner

Jane Emerson

Up to 300 people marched in Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, 
last Saturday. They rallied against the planned closure of the 
Chatsworth ward at Mansfield General Hospital

BURSTON STRIKE SCHOOL CENTENARY

‘MPs must back workers’
AROUND 3,000 people joined 
the Burston Strike School 
rally in Norfolk last Sunday.

The event remembers 
what is known as the longest 
strike in British history when 
schoolchildren walked out 
after the dismissal of Kitty 
and Tom Higdon from the 
village’s school in 1914.

The teachers had 
clashed with the local 
Tories and landowners.

The strike school, an 

alternative site for the 
children, opened in 1917, 
so this year is its centenary.

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell spoke to the 
rally about how inspiring 
it was to see young people 
at the event and fighting 
back at McDonald’s (see 
page 3) and elsewhere.

He said, “It is Labour 
MPs’ role to support workers 
whether in parliament 
or on the picket line.”

Truus Jansen

 P
ic

t
u

r
e
: 
G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

19

WORKERS AT a jobcentre 
in Southall, west London, 
were set to strike on Tuesday 
of next week against the 
closure of their office.

Members of the PCS 
union will walk out as part 
of a fight to stop the “unfair 
removal of a vital and 
important service”.

The closure is part of a 
national attack on workers 
and offices across the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP).

Workers have already 
struck against jobcentre 
closures in Sheffield, 
Merseyside and North 
Tyneside.

Nationwide strikes across 
the DWP can halt closures.

nTHE PCS union has called 
on Department for Work 

and Pensions management 
to halt its planned jobcentre 
closure plan, after another 
blunder for the department. 

Workers arriving at Bridge 
House jobcentre in Blyth, 
near Newcastle, last week 
were confronted with a 
bailiff’s notice on the front 
door. 

The landlord of the site, 
had posted the notice to 
advise that bailiffs can 
enter and “repossess” the 
building.

The department had 
originally planned to 
close Bridge House, but 
reconsidered its decision on 
10 August. 

This incident with 
the bailiffs has simply 
created more confusion 
and uncertainty for the 
27 workers at the site.

West London action will 
challenge office closure

Socialist Worker  6 September 2017

RAIL WORKERS

 Three strikes show  
 coordinated power
by SARAH BATES

WORKERS ON Southern, 
Northern and Merseyrail 
trains have struck in coordi-
nated action against plans to 
remove guards from trains. 

The action involves mem-
bers of the Rail, Maritime and 
Transport (RMT) union.

But in some areas mem-
bers of the Aslef train drivers’ 
union refused to cross the 
picket line, making the strike 
even more effective.

At stake are bosses’ plans 
to bring in Driver Only 
Operation (DOO). This would 
take guards off trains.

Workers say this would 
make train travel unsafe and 
inaccessible for passengers, 
as well as causing job losses.

Workers at all three com-
panies struck for 24 hours on 
Friday of last week.

Action
Southern workers continued 
the action for a further three 
days.

Merseyrail workers struck 
on Sunday and Monday, and 
Northern on Monday.

Southern workers have 
taken more than 30 days of 
strikes during the current 
dispute, with picket lines in 
London Victoria and Brighton. 

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said “It is now 

time for transport secre-
tary Chris Grayling and this 
minority government to stop 
the great British rail rip-off.” 

He called for Grayling to 
“end the wholesale destruc-
tion of rail safety culture and 
force his private contractors 
back to the negotiating table.”

The strikes have caused 
disruption. But the bosses 
need to feel more pressure. 

Victor, a Southern striker 
in London, told Socialist 
Worker, “The union isn’t 
doing enough. We are miss-
ing opportunities. 

“When Waterloo was shut 
for three weeks we should 

have struck and caused 
chaos. 

“We’re in the 18th month 
of the battle and the union 
has to step up the fight. 

“Coordinated action is a 
step in the right direction 
but this should be a national 
dispute.”

Southern, Merseyrail and 
Northern are not the only 
companies that want DOO. 

A strike ballot is already 
taking place at Greater Anglia. 

And, after South Western 
bosses failed to give a guar-
antee to maintain guards, a 
ballot is starting there too—
days after the company took 

over the franchise. Wider and 
harder-hitting action with 
solidarity from other rail 
unions is the way to win. 

nCLEANERS IN the RMT 
union working for Southern/
GTR and Southeastern began 
strike ballots this week. 

The disputes are over pay 
and working conditions.

The Southeastern workers 
are employed by contractor 
Wettons. 

The other battle is with 
Churchill, contractors on 
GTR incorporating Southern, 
Thamesl ink and Great 
Northern.

Pay insult makes women 
strikers more determined
CANTEEN workers 
employed by Baxterstorey 
at the Fawley oil refinery 
in Hampshire were on the 
picket line again on Tuesday 
and Friday last week and 
Monday this week. 

The Unite union 
members are fighting for a 
pay rise of over 1.5 percent.

They were even more 
determined after finding out 
that Baxterstorey is paying 
scabs £8.01 per hour when 
those on strike were only 
getting £7.50 to £8 per hour.

This insult has made 
the women even more 
determined. They were out 
in force on both days.

They received a 
sympathetic response from 
Esso employees going in. 
Many stopped for a chat, 

which effectively slowed 
the line of cars and delivery 
lorries waiting to go in.

Support for the picket 
line has come from 
Southampton trades council 
and Unite Community.
Bobby Noyes
lSend messages of support 
to Rob Callaway at  
cult88@yahoo.co.uk

NEWCASTLE PICKETS on Monday                                                                                                     Picture: rMt 

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

 The battle for more pay is 
  poised to move to new level  
by NICK CLARK

CIVIL SERVICE workers at 
government offices across 
Britain took action last 
Friday—pay day—to demand 
an end to the public sector 
pay cap. 

It comes as their PCS 
union prepares to launch an 
indicative ballot over pay 
to see if its membership 
is prepared to take action 
against the cap.

PCS members held 
actions at some 37 civil 
service offices across 
Britain, with big protests 
in Liverpool, Salford and 
Cumbernauld.

Public sector pay has 
been capped at a 1 percent 
increase every year since 
2010. That’s an effective pay 
cut year on year that has 
cost some workers as much 
as £3,500.

One PCS rep told 
Socialist Worker, “People 
are really disgruntled at 
work. They’re fed up about 
pay, but it’s not just about 

that. It’s also about some 
jobs getting regraded, 
others getting stuck with not 
enough training, not enough 
progression.

“There’s a big groundswell 
of dissatisfaction”.

She explained how the pay 
campaign had struck a chord 
among union members in her 
workplace.

“We had a members’ 
meeting over the issue 
recently. 

“I said we’ve got to get a 
good turnout in this ballot 
and people just ran with it. 

“One person said we’ve 
got to strike for a week to hit 
them where it hurts.”

The ballot will be an 
opportunity to show that 
workers are up for a fight to 
smash low pay. 

In every office PCS 
members must work to get 
the highest possible vote 
for action and the biggest 
possible turnout. 

It has to be a stepping 
stone towards a real ballot 
for a national strike across 
the civil service.

REFINERY WORKERS WIGAN BINS FRACKING DEPARTMENT FOR WORK AND PENSIONS
A THREAT to strike got 
results for refuse workers in 
Wigan last week. The Unison 
union members suspended 
action after a new offer.

Changes to their working 
conditions will no longer be as 
severe as initially planned.

Plans to extend their 
working time to 5.30pm have 
been scrapped, and they will 
keep regular working hours 
instead of the irregular ones 
the council wanted. 

Forced overtime at Christmas 
will be demanded every other 
year, not every year.

Tracy Roberts, Unison 
branch secretary, told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s only once we took 
the vote for strike that they 
made this offer. We should 
be celebrating our wins. This 
shows what we can achieve 
when we stand together.”

 The council even agreed to 
an uplift in pay. 

At the same time, a number 
of its attacks are still going 
ahead. 

Going ahead with strikes 
could have won more.

Protest in 
North Yorks
HUNDREDS OF protesters 
gathered outside Kirby 
Misperton village hall, North 
Yorkshire, last Thursday.

Fracking firm Third Energy 
was holding a question and 
answer event ahead of its plans 
to drill in the area. Bosses 
sneaked in with heavy security 
to avoid facing the crowd.

Campaigner Tony said, 
“They’re only here to protect 
their profits. Locals are just 
collateral damage.”

Many protesters talked of 
the need for local anti-fracking 
groups to come together in a 
national campaign. 

Cath from East Yorkshire 
said, “We need people on the 
ground. We need the locals 
involved, but we also need to 
unite our campaign nationally 
because the other side are most 
certainly united.”
Kim Hunter

Protest at Marsham Street in London  Picture: PcS

Picketing last week 
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More online...
Taking up the fight against   
council cuts bit.ly/2x3TukI

 DEMO DEMANDS,
 FUND OUR CITY! 
by HUW WILLIAMS

THOUSANDS OF people 
were set to march against 
austerity in Bristol this 
Saturday. The city’s Labour 
mayor Marvin Rees called 
the march alongside the 
People’s Assembly. 

The overwhelming major-
ity of trade unions in the 
city back it, along with many 
community organisations and 
local campaigns.

Bristol  Labour Party 
has been running stalls all 
over the city to build the 
demonstration. 

It aims to leaflet every pri-
mary school in the four days 
prior to the protest. 

Election
Organisers say around 50,000 
leaflets will have been given 
out by the day of the demo.

The Bristol Fair Funding 
for Schools group is also 
organising among parents. 

It hopes to bring those who 
demonstrated over school 
cuts before the election back 
onto the streets.

Momentum has been 
building the march and the 
local Green Party will have a 

Green bloc on it.
This is a level of mobilisa-

tion from the Labour Party 
not seen in generations. 

It follows a huge increase 
in the Labour vote in Bristol 
at the last election.

There will be blocs for edu-
cation, welfare not warfare, 
libraries and health. 

The Malcolm X Community 
Centre in St Pauls, alongside 
activists who have built sol-
idarity with survivors of the 

Grenfell fire, plan to have a 
bloc. 

Anger at cuts has led to big 
protests in Bristol, and put 
pressure on Rees to act. 

It is a significant step for-
ward that he has called this 

demonstration. It’s timed 
just before he visits the gov-
ernment to try and discuss 
local authority funding for 
the city. 

Rees is right to try to put 
pressure on the government 

with this mobilisation. It is 
a shame that many other 
Labour councils and mayors 
have not followed suit. 

Problem
There is, however, a real 
problem in the limited strat-
egy of calling for more 
funding while implementing 
cuts that are devastating the 
city. 

Social care and child pro-
tection are in severe crisis, 
while there are mass closures 
of libraries.

If Rees refused to imple-
ment the cuts, it would help 
to build a crisis for Theresa 
May. 

And Rees would receive 
massive support. If the 
Tories tried to remove Rees 
from office there would be 
outrage—and a very high 
possibility of resistance by 
large numbers of people.
Bristol March: End Austerity—
Fund Our City! Saturday 9 
September, 12 noon, College 
Green, Park Street, Bristol,  
BS1 5UA

PART OF a 6,000-strong protest over education cuts in Bristol in May  Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

BIRMINGHAM

 Bin workers restart strikes after Labour council reneges on deal over jobs
by DAVE SEWELL

BIRMINGHAM BIN workers 
returned to the picket line 
at short notice on Friday of 
last week after a shocking 
betrayal by the council.

The Unite union 
members had been 
expecting a meeting to 
ratify a deal they agreed 
with Labour council leader 
John Clancy last month.

Instead they got 
redundancy notices for the 
workers whose jobs the 
deal was supposed to save.

Richard Beddows is 
Unite convenor at the 
Perry Barr depot. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“After they reneged 

on the deal it took ten 
minutes on the phone to 
get the strike back on.

“Workers had paused 
industrial action and 
gone back to work 
hopeful about this deal. 

“So they were even 
more angry than they 
had been before.”

Because the union had 
previously given notice 
of a strike, and had 
rightly not withdrawn it, 
workers could walk out 
officially immediately.

The council wants to 
axe over 100 grade three 
workers who supervise 
the backs of lorries. 

Clancy had promised 
their jobs were safe.

Now council bosses 

claim that since the bin 
workers are mostly male, 
this could lead to equal 
pay claims on behalf of 
its women workers.

Richard said, “It’s 
completely disingenuous. 
Our pay grades have been 
in place since 2011. 

“Why has no one 
brought an equal pay 
claim in those six years? 
Because there isn’t one.”

Low pay for women 
is a real problem that 
must be addressed, but 
cutting men’s wages 
won’t help them.

And the dispute 
appears to be a prelude 
to much bigger attacks 
that would slash the pay 
of thousands of council 

workers, women included. 
Richard said, “Why 

are they so hell-bent 
on getting rid of the 
grade threes? 

“You have to look 
at the big picture.”

Workers plan to 
strike every day until 
21 September, and then 
return as rapidly as a 
new ballot can be won. 

The council’s 
betrayal is a disgrace, 
and the workers are 
right to fight it. 

Everyone should 
get behind them.

Support the workers—send 
cheques payable to “Unite 
the union” to Unite the union, 
Transport House, 9-17 Victoria 
Street, West Bromwich B70 8HXPickets at the Lifford Lane depot on Monday  Picture: Bridget Parsons
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