
 

lSTRIKES 
CAN WIN 
ON PAY  

lMARCH 
SUNDAY 

1 OCTOBER

Protest at Tory conference
For more details see thepeoplesassembly.org.uk

Sunday 1 October, assemble 12 noon, 
Castlefield Arena, Rice Street, Manchester M3 4JR 

Postal workers resist 
bosses’ bribes

Nationwide ballot for strikes 
 >>Page 20
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 CAR CRASH GOVERNMENT PAY CAP

Unions’ pay claims 
put pressure  
on the Tories
PRESSURE IS mounting on 
Theresa May to lift the public 
sector pay cap with a new 
poll showing that 62 percent 
of people want it scrapped. 

Fourteen health unions 
and staff organisations 
demanded a 3.9 percent pay 
rise plus an £800 lump sum 
for a million NHS workers 
last week. 
>>Pages 4&5

LABOUR

Can Corbyn 
defeat 'powerful 
interests'?
AFTER DECADES of 
competing with the Tories 
for the “centre ground”, 
it’s still astonishing that 
Labour has a leadership that 
talks seriously of radically 
transforming society.

That’s incredibly 
exciting—but it raises new 
challenges that the left has 
to be ready for.
>>Page 17

PRO-CHOICE

Fighting for 
abortion rights in 
the age of Trump
FROM DONALD Trump 
to the Tories’ deal with 
the Democratic Unionist 
Party, the right wants to 
assault abortion rights. 

Judith Orr, author of the 
new book Abortion Wars, 
explains what drives the 
attacks. 
>>Pages 10&11



Socialist Worker  20 September 2017 TROUBLEMAKERthe2

 Join protest at the cops’  
 use of anti-terror laws 
MUHAMMAD Rabbani, 
the international 
director of campaign 
group Cage, faces an 
important court case next 
Monday, 25 September. 

He has been charged 
under schedule 7 of the 
Terrorism Act. The charge 
says that, “on November 
20 2016, at Heathrow 
airport, he did wilfully 
obstruct, or sought to 
frustrate, an examination 
or search”.

Muhammad 
is pleading not 
guilty. He refused 
to hand over to 
police the pass 
codes to his 
mobile phone. 

A spokesman 
for Cage, 

Ibrahim Mohamoud, 
said, “Rabbani has taken 
a principled stance to 
protect the right to privacy 
in an ongoing case of 
torture that implicates 
high-ranking officials.”

According to 
government statistics 
at least 500,000 people 
have been stopped under 
schedule 7, and nearly 90 
percent of the detentions 
are for “non-whites”. Some 

99.98 percent of 
those stopped 
were never 
charged with 
an offence.
Protest Monday 25 
September, 12 noon-
1pm, Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court, 
181 Marylebone Rd, 
London NW1 5BR

 Conflicts and climate change  
 have caused a rise in hunger
WAR AND climate change 
are key factors behind a 
rise in worldwide hunger—
the first in over a decade, 
according to a new United 
Nations  (UN) report.

Malnutrition and food inse-
curity affected 815 million 
people around the world in 
2016—up from 777 million 
the previous year. 

That is around 11 percent 
of the total world population.

Many  o f  the  coun-
tries where people suffer  
the most from hunger have 
been affected by armed 
conflicts. 

Conflict has grown into 
larger wars in countries such 
as Yemen, Nigeria, Somalia, 
and South Sudan. 

There, the situation spi-
raled into a famine for sev-
eral months earlier this year.

The report casts doubt 
on the UN’s stated aim to 

eradicate hunger by 2030. 
This  i s  theoret ical ly 

achievable. 
As the UN stressed when 

it announced the goal, the 
amount of food in the world 
is more than enough to feed 
the global population.

A rise in armed conflicts 
since 2005 has led to a 

growth in the worldwide ref-
ugee population. 

In turn this led to to greater 
food insecurity for 64 million 
people.

The report also names the 
destruction of wheat and 
barley fields in Iraq, damage 
to infrastructure in Syria, and 
the loss of livestock and crops 

in South Sudan as effects of 
conflict which are linked to 
hunger.

Climate change has led to 
chronic hunger around the 
world as well.

This is especially true in 
places impacted by drought 
and flooding.

The number of undernour-
ished people is the highest in 
Asia—520 million—followed 
by Africa—243 million. 

In Latin America and the 
Caribbean, about 42 million 
people do not get sufficient 
food to eat. 

And of the 815 million 
undernourished people 
across the globe, 489 million 
people were found in con-
flict-affected areas. 

Moreover, of the total 
155 million stunted children 
in the world, 120 million 
children were from conflict 
regions.

lUP TO 580,000 workers 
could be paid less than the 

legal wage rates, with women 
in part-time jobs the biggest 
losers.  
    A study by the Low Pay 
Commission found that as 
many as one in five low-paid 
workers are receiving less 
than they are entitled to.

lMILLIONAIRES TAKE note. A 
new street in London has been 

crowned Britain's most expensive. 
Homes on Egerton Crescent in 

Kensington, west London, had an average 
sale price of £14.5 million over the past 
year. The previous most expensive  
street was Albemarle Street in 
Mayfair, with an average sale price of 
£14.3 million.

Gross misconduct in 
Rashan Charles case? 
THE Metropolitan police 
officer who restrained 
Rashan Charles is 
being investigated 
for gross misconduct, 
the Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) 
confirmed last week.

The cops’ pet 
watchdog has also 
recommended that the 
officer be suspended, 
according to the 
Observer 
newspaper.

Rashan 
died after 
being tackled 
to the ground 
by a cop in 
Hackney, east 
London, in 
July.

The IPCC said the 
officer “may have 
breached the police 
standards of professional 
behaviour”.

But it added that 
the investigation “does 
not necessarily mean 
misconduct proceedings 
will follow”.

Some 170 black and 
minority ethnic people 
have died following 
contact with the cops 

since 1990, 
according to 
the Inquest 
campaign 
group.

Yet no officer 
has ever been 
successfully 
prosecuted 
over a death.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW@

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I’m not 
advocating 
some mushy 
centralism. 
I want us to 
pursue some 
radical reformist 
centralism’
Sir Ed Davey, former Liberal 
Democrat coalition cabinet 
minister, on the point of the 
Lib Dems 

‘It is almost as if 
he hasn’t read the 
briefing paper’
Cabinet colleague on Boris 
Johnson’s grasp of facts

‘Better to have 
him inside the 
tent, pissing all 
over himself’ 
An unnamed Tory MP who 
came out against sacking 
Boris Johnson

‘We must do 
more to address 
the internet’s role 
in terrorism’
Theresa May looks to stop the 
web from planting bombs  

‘I won’t rest until 
Theresa May 
is chopped up 
in bags in my 
freezer’
George Osborne, former 
chancellor and editor of the 
Evening Standard newspaper, 
is still a very creepy man

Egerton Crescent

ALL RISE

Murderers on 
on the march
HUNDREDS of ex-soldiers 
marched in Westminster 
last week.

They were backing 
Dennis Hutchings. He  
is due to stand trial on 
charges linked to the 
shooting of John Pat 
Cunningham, a 27 year old 
with learning difficulties, 
in 1974.

John Pat Cunningham 
was shot while running 
away from a British Army 
patrol because he had a 
fear of men in uniform.

The regimental log of 
the Life Guard Regiment 
described John Pat as the 
“village idiot”. 

The soldiers’ march was 
met with a silent counter- 
demonstration. 
For more go to bit.ly/2xsIxJ4

CHILDREN INSIDE a displaced people’s camp in Nigeria

Muhammad Rabbani

Miliband’s gift 
to the nation 
ED MILIBAND’S greatest 
and perhaps only 
achievement is the  
£12.5 billion smart meter 
programme.

In 2009 the former 
climate change secretary 
ordered Britain’s energy 
giants to rip out the 
existing meters. 

The meters send data 
to energy suppliers so 
there is no need to send 
somebody to read the 
meter and you can’t 
underestimate your bill.

It is so behind schedule 
that, to hit the target of 
national coverage by 2020, 
40,000 meters would have 
to be installed per day.

50% 
of council tenants who 
receive the housing 
element of Universal 
Credit are at least 
a month behind on 
their rent. Fewer than 
10 percent of council 
tenants on housing 
benefit are a month 
behind on their rent

 24%  

of those on Universal 
Credit in June had to 
wait over six weeks for 
full payment

Rashan Charles



New insult 
by Durham 
councillors
TEACHING assistants (TAs) 
in County Durham are 
furious at their Labour-run 
council’s latest attempt to 
settle a dispute over pay.

Durham Labour council 
insulted its 2,700 TAs last 
Friday by again announcing a 
proposal to attack their pay 
and conditions.

Councillors had already 
threatened TAs with the 
sack and pay cuts of up to 
23 percent. The new “final 
offer” has minor tweaks to a 
previous offer—which would 
see almost 500 TAs worse 
off, some by around £4,000 
a year.

Trish, a TA, told Socialist 
Worker, “Apart from the offer 
of a training programme, this 
is exactly the same as the 
deal we rejected.

“But most TAs are already 
highly qualified and unable 
to go any further so the 
training programme is a 
waste of time and money.”

TA Gillian agreed, “Our 
unions should not agree 
to ballot as there’s no 
significant change.”

Labour councillor Jane 
Brown, a cabinet member, 
claimed the council had 
“done everything conceivably 
possible” and “continued to 
listen carefully” to the TAs.

But Gillian said, “The 
TA stewards offered a 
proposal which I believe 
would have had the support 
of all TAs. As yet Durham 
County Council hasn’t even 
acknowledged it.”

It’s nearly one year since 
TAs voted by 93 percent to 
strike. 

And the dispute enters its 
third school year this month. 
Union officials were forced 
by rank and file resistance to 
ballot and then call strikes. 

Lots of TAs were rightly 
angry with officials in the 
Unison union for suspending 
the strikes. 

More strikes can finally 
deliver the win Durham TAs 
deserve.

TA Caroline said “It’s 
starting to feel like industrial 
action is the only language 
the council understands.”

Birmingham bin strikers 
call for Corbyn’s support
by  TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A SUMMER of strikes by bin work-
ers in Birmingham has caused a 
political crisis for the Labour-run 
council.

Council leader John Clancy was 
forced to resign this month—and 
pressure is mounting for chief execu-
tive Stella Manzie to step down too.

The Labour council is intent on 
pushing through attacks on workers’ 
jobs, pay and terms and conditions.

Tamar, a Unite union member, 
told Socialist Worker, “I voted for the 
Labour councillors because I wanted 
something different to the Lib Dems. 
It’s been nothing of the sort, I feel my 
vote has gone to waste.”

The dispute is also a key test for 
the Labour Party’s left wing leader-
ship around Jeremy Corbyn and John 
McDonnell.

Tamar said, “The Labour leader-
ship need to come down here so they 
can see what the hell is going on.”

The bin workers are determined to 
resist the council. They were set to 
strike until Thursday of this week—
and backed further industrial action 
by 92 percent on Monday. 

Resolved
Richard, the Unite convenor, told 
Socialist Worker, “All of our members 
are working class, they are Labour 
through and through—and they feel 
betrayed. 

“But we have got the full back-
ing of the union, we’re 100 percent 
resolved to fight this.”

Unite and the council struck a 
deal at government conciliation ser-
vice Acas last month after a series of 
walkouts. 

But bosses quickly reneged on the 
deal—and issued redundancy notices 
to 113 “grade three” workers. 

Lee Barron, Midlands TUC 
regional secretary, slammed the sack-
ings at a 300-strong solidarity rally 

in Birmingham on Sunday. “We see 
the grotesque spectacle of a Labour 
council—a Labour council—scur-
rying around the city handing out 
redundancy notices to its own work-
ers,” he said.

Both Corbyn and McDonnell have 

supported other groups of striking 
workers and joined their picket lines.

But at the TUC conference in 
Brighton last week Corbyn struck a 
more cautious note on Birmingham.  

“We have a duty as a labour move-
ment to find a resolution to this dis-
pute as soon as possible,” he said.

Frustrated
Many of the bin workers are frus-
trated that they have not received the 
same support from the Labour lead-
ership. Paul said, “I spoke to John 
McDonnell at the TUC conference, 
but I’m a bit pissed off.

“McDonnell said that he saw it as 
a strike against austerity, not Labour, 
but it’s a Labour council doing the 
austerity.”

The Birmingham bin workers 

deserve the same support as any 
other group of strikers.

Richard said, “It would be good 
if they came and met with Labour 
members to remind them that they’re 
there to represent the working class.”

McDonnell is right to say that 
Labour will support workers in par-
liament and on the picket line.

Birmingham should not be an 
exception because it’s a Labour 
council.

Unite must call further action and 
every trade unionist, campaigner and 
Labour Party member needs to build 
solidarity for their dispute.
Send messages of support to  
lynne.shakespeare@unitetheunion.org  
Send cheques payable to “Unite the 
union” to Unite the union, Transport 
House, 9-17 Victoria Street, West 
Bromwich B70 8H

BIN STRIKERS rallied last Sunday  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

TAs show what they could lose

Resigned—council leader John Clancy

Picture: Guy Smallman

NEWS 3
Socialist Worker 20 September 2017



 PCS plans consultative  
 ballot as protests loom
CIVIL service workers 
are set to join pay 
day protests outside 
their workplaces on 
Friday of next week. 

The protests are 
part of the PCS 
union’s campaign to 
beat the public sector 
limits.

Civil service 
workers have 
suffered years of 
real-terms pay cuts. 

In two of the 
largest government 
departments, 
HM Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC) 
and Department for 
Work and Pensions 
(DWP), the lowest 
paid workers earn 
less than £20,000 a 
year.

The PCS typically 
puts in a pay claim 
at both departments 
from May. 

But in HMRC the 
government has 
never agreed to a pay 
rise above 1 percent. 

Although the PCS 
signed a deal for 
DWP workers to get 
pay rises slightly 

above 1 percent, the 
increases are still 
well below inflation. 

And the deal 
involved sacrificing 
terms and conditions.

The PCS will be 
asking over 160,000 
of its members to 
vote in a consultative 
ballot from 9 October 
to 6 November.

The ballot will ask 
workers if they’d 
be prepared to take 
industrial action to 
break the pay cap. 

It could be a 

stepping stone to a 
formal strike ballot 
in the future.

PCS general 
secretary Mark 
Serwotka has said 
the union will use the 
ballot results to show 
where to concentrate 
campaigning 
resources in a real 
ballot.

PCS activists 
should use the pay 
day protests to build 
a strong yes vote in 
the ballot, and build 
union membership.

PCS members rallying in Cumbernauld earlier this
year  (Pic: PcS cumbernauld)

 Lecturers could join the fight
FURTHER education 
(FE) workers could 
join the fight to break 
the pay cap. 

The UCU union 
has agreed to ballot 
workers for industrial 
action if bosses’ pay 
offer this year is 
unsatisfactory. 

The Association 
of Colleges could 
respond this Tuesday 
to a joint pay claim 
lodged by the Unite, 
UCU, Unison, GMB 
and ATL unions in 
May. 

They demanded pay 
rises that matched the 
RPI rate of inflation, 
plus 3 percent on 
all pay points with a 
minimum rise of £900. 

The UCU is holding 
an online consultation, 

due to end on 
29 September, asking 
members if they would 
take industrial action. 

Other unions in FE 
should also ballot for 
strikes. 

Meanwhile 
teachers in England 
received a below-
inflation pay rise 
from this month after 
a pay review body 
recommendation.

Kevin Courtney, 

then general secretary 
of the NUT union, 
said in July that the 
deal was a “missed 
opportunity”. 

He is now joint 
general secretary of 
the newly-formed 
National Education 
Union (NEU), the 
biggest teaching union.

Courtney and 
the NEU leadership 
should not miss the 
opportunity to join the 
fight against the pay 
cap.   

Stefan Simms is on 
the national executive 
committee of the NUT. 

“We should at 
least follow the UCU 
and PCS and hold 
indicative ballots over 
pay,” he told Socialist 
Worker.

 Join the Manchester march
PEOPLE FROM across 
Britain are organising 
to march on the Tory 
party conference in 
Manchester on Sunday 
1 October. 

The People’s 
Assembly called the 
protest. The TUC 
union federation has 
also called a series of 

pay rallies, including 
a national one 
outside parliament on 
17 October. 

Karen Reissmann, a 
Unison union national 
executive member, 
spoke to Socialist 
Worker in a personal 
capacity. “The 
key things are the 

demonstration at the 
Tory party conference 
and the pay rally in 
London,” she said.

“People need to 
take delegations and 
hold local pay rallies.” 

Go to thepeoples 
assembly.org.uk for 
coach details. For rallies 
see bit.ly/2w2BH9s 
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 Unions’ pay  
 claims put  
 pressure on  
 the Tories  
 to give rises   
PRESSURE IS mounting on 
Theresa May to lift the public 
sector pay cap with a new poll 
showing that 62 percent of peo-
ple want it scrapped. 

Fourteen health unions and staff 
organisations demanded a 3.9 per-
cent pay rise plus an £800 lump sum 
for a million NHS workers last week. 

The coalition includes the Unison, 
Unite and GMB unions and the Royal 
College of Nursing (RCN).

Their demand came after May 
was humiliated in parliament last 
Wednesday. 

A Labour Party motion demand-
ing an end to the 1 percent public 
sector pay cap for health workers 
passed unopposed.

Sam Strudwick, a health worker 
and Unison union member, spoke to 
Socialist Worker in a personal capac-
ity. “Now that the Tories have suf-
fered a setback, we have to go on 
the offensive,” she said. 

“We have to fight for real pay rises 
for all NHS workers. Now is the time 
for all unions to fight together—we 
have to put pressure on our union 
leaders for strikes.”

Directly demanding a pay rise 
is a significant step for the unions. 
Normally the government, bosses 
and unions submit evidence to 
“independent” pay review bodies, 
which then recommend pay deals. 

Restricted
But health unions said the review 
bodies have been “severely 
restricted” by the pay cap since 
2010.

Unison, Unite and GMB lodged a 
5 percent pay claim for local govern-
ment workers in June. 

Both the Unison and RCN lead-
erships have made clear that the 
Tories must agree above inflation 
pay rises. 

The 3.9 percent pay claim is 
above bosses’ preferred CPI inflation 
rate of 2.9 percent. 

But it matches the higher RPI rate 
of inflation (see back story). 

The additional £800 would begin 
to make up for a decade of lost pay. 

There is a growing mood to fight 
over pay. Organising around it can 
put pressure on union leaders to 

back up their words with action. 
Helen O’Sullivan, a Unison 

member in south Wales, spoke 
to Socialist Worker in a personal 
capacity. 

“We’ve been doing drop-in clinics 
for people in workplaces promot-
ing the ‘pay up now’ campaign,” she 
said.

“There are a lot of low paid care 
staff—and people are interested. 
We’re also going to visit different 
workplaces with social workers and 
housing and adult services.”

Labour has pledged to lift the pay 
cap, and the party’s left wing lead-
ership said it would support strikes 
against it. 

But shadow equalities minister 
Dawn Butler said, “We are not talk-
ing about an above-inflation pay 
rise.” 

All public sector workers should 
get above-inflation pay rises funded 
by taxing the rich, not by slashing 
services elsewhere.

Union leaders should ballot their 
members for industrial action, not 
wait for a Labour government. 

If workers strike, they have the 
power not only to break the cap, but 
to break the Tory government.

BACK STORY
Different inflation measures 
matter for living standards
lThe Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) inflation rate is currently  
2.9 percent and the Retail Price 
Index (RPI) is 3.9 percent
lBosses prefer the CPI measure 
as it is nearly always the lowest
lIt was brought in by the 
European Union to measure 
governments’ fiscal responsibility
lWorkers should demand rises 
above the RPI measure, which 
includes housing costs

THE TUC has highlighted falling pay for public sector workers—now it must fight back 

 Firefighters throw out shoddy pay  
 deal amid anger over extra duties
FIREFIGHTERS IN the Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU) defied 
recommendations from their union 
leaders and executive council and 
rejected a pay deal on Wednesday 
of last week.

Fire authority bosses had offered 
a pay increase of 2 percent for this 
year—backdated to 1 July—and 
possible further increases in 2018, 
2019 and 2020.

But the offer included the 
condition that firefighters perform 
extra duties. And bosses wouldn’t 
even guarantee that the further 
increases would actually be paid.

Firefighters in 32 fire brigades 
have been taking part in trials 
of emergency medical response 
since 2015. This means firefighters 
respond to emergencies alongside 
paramedics.

Unsuitable
Andrew Scattergood from the 
West Midlands FBU branch, which 
opposed the offer, said firefighters 
were being asked to carry out 
increasingly unsuitable duties.

“What started as being asked 
to respond to heart attacks 

became being asked to respond to 
choking, to babies who’ve stopped 
breathing,” he said.

Firefighters aren’t fully trained 
for such tasks—but getting 
firefighters to carry them out will 
run down the NHS.

“Every ambulance service in the 
country is stretched to breaking 
point,” said Andrew. 

“Ambulance trusts realised 
they’ve got people there and used 

them for calls that perhaps they 
shouldn’t have used them for.”

He added, “Firefighters are 
about £2,500 worse off than they 
were in 2010. If you speak to our 
brothers and sisters somewhere 
just outside London, like Essex, the 
price of living is putting them in 
really difficult situations.

Role
“What I was picking up from 
members was you’re talking 
between 15 and 25 percent as 
a pay offer before they would 
consider expanding their role.”

FBU leaders had hoped that 
agreeing to take on extra work 
would help to stop further job 
cuts. Bosses have justified cuts by 
pointing to falling emergency calls 
to the fire service.

But Andrew said, “If you look on 
social media, there wasn’t much 
positive to be said about the offer.”

The government is on the back 
foot over public sector pay—and 
other unions are preparing a fight. 

The FBU has to fight for a pay 
increase that beats inflation and 
makes up for years of pay cuts.

Firefighters on a previous protest in 
London  Picture: Guy Smallman

Kevin Courtney
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SHIFT RESISTANCE UP A 
GEAR TO DRIVE MAY OUT

 T      
HERESA MAY is 
desperately trying to 
gloss over the latest row 
engulfing the Tories. May 
said her government is 

“driven from the front and we are 
all going to the same destination 
because we are all agreed”.

In reality, the Tories are heading 
for another car crash. As one Tory 
MP put it, “We have a cabinet 
openly at war.”

May is under pressure to sack 
foreign secretary Boris Johnson 
after he wrote an article in The 
Daily Telegraph newspaper last 
week on Brexit. The article came 
days before a major Brexit speech 
from May.

Johnson’s article was an 
attempt to ingratiate himself with 
“hard Brexit” Tories and position 
himself for the leadership. 

The anonymous Tory MP 
said Johnson was “tempting 
May to sack him but she is too 
pathetically weak to do so”. 

Senior Tories tried to minimise 
the crisis. Home secretary 
Amber Rudd accused Johnson of 
“backseat driving”. 

She told the Andrew Marr 
show, “I don’t want him managing 
the Brexit process. We’ve got 
Theresa May managing that 

process—she’s driving the car. 
“The cabinet and the government 
supports Theresa May.”

Deputy leader Damian Green 
added, “The cabinet is united.” In 
fact the latest row reveals deep 
divisions at the top of the party.

Some ministers, including 
chancellor Philip Hammond and 
Brexit secretary David Davis, 
want a longer transition period 
for leaving the European Union 

May agrees with this. Others 
disagree—but unlike Johnson they 
aren’t yet challenging May in public.

The crisis isn’t just about 
Brexit. May destroyed the Tories’ 
majority in parliament with 
a disastrous general election 
campaign. The Tories were too 

weak to oppose Labour motions 
on pay and tuition fees last week.

Former ministers are also 
gunning for May. Former 
education secretary Nicky 
Morgan told Conservative Home 
this week, “I don’t think any 
Conservative can say the general 
election delivered the result we 
wanted.

“The focus was put on Theresa 
May. That clearly was not a 
successful strategy.”

She said there would be a 
“huge amount of soul searching” 
at the upcoming Tory conference. 
“The leader has to shoulder the 
responsibility,” she added.

Former chancellor George 
Osborne went so far as to say he 
wanted May “chopped up in bags 
in my freezer”.

The Tories are also under 
increasing pressure to end the 
public sector pay cap. 

The Tories are in crisis with 
a weak leader—and are divided 
over how to move forward. We 
should seize the time. 

Marching on the Tory party 
conference in Manchester on  
1 October will be a key 
opportunity.  Ramping up 
resistance can win real gains—and 
drive out this rotten government.

TORIES AXE MILLION JOBS
 A FTER SEVEN years of brutal 

attacks on public services 
there are almost one million 

fewer public sector jobs. 
The Office for National 

Statistics revealed last week that 
there are now only 5.4 million 
public sector workers.

Public sector workers now 
form a lower proportion of the 
workforce than at any time in the 
last 70 years—that’s since before 
the NHS was founded.

Workplaces rely on outsourced 
workers to fill the gaps. But for all 

the Tories’ talk about “efficiency”, 
the money spent on agency 
workers exceeds the amount it 
would need to give public sector 
workers a pay rise.

Key services decline and public 
sector workers are expected 
to work harder. Vacant posts 
aren’t being filled and people are 
expected to work longer hours 
and take on extra responsibility.

Some 164,000 jobs have been 
lost in education and children 
are being taught in classes of 
up to 46 pupils. The Tories have 

underfunded and understaffed our 
vital services for too long.

They say that they have lifted 
the pay cap—but it’s too little and 
only for some.

We need to use the Tories’ 
crisis to get them to cough up 
money to pay public sector 
workers.

We need a big fight to win back 
these jobs.  

Properly funded services with 
properly funded jobs should be 
the rallying cry of everyone in the 
labour movement.   

The latest row 
reveals deep 
divisions at the 
very top of the 
Tory party

‘‘ 

Shake the Magic
Money Tree 
End the pay cap, every  
worker needs a pay rise
New Unite the Resistance by 
Sean Vernell with a forward 
from shadow chancellor  
John McDonnell 

£1.50  Order online at uniteresist.org

CRISIS, CLASS  
& THE LEFT 

Marxism in Scotland 2017

Saturday, 28 October, 10.30am
Renfield St Stephens Centre, 
Glasgow G2 4JP

A day of debate and discussion hosted by  
the Socialist Workers Party

l Tickets £10 waged, £5 unwaged l book at tinyurl.com/EMiS2017
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 Marx’s masterwork  
 as relevant as ever
ON 14 September 1867 Karl Marx’s Capital, Volume I, 
was published in Hamburg. Marx told a friend after he 
had personally delivered the manuscript to the publisher, 
“It is without question the most terrible missile that has 
yet been hurled at the heads of the bourgeoisie”.

Mainstream opinion—expressed for example in recent 
biographies by Jonathan Sperber and Gareth Stedman-
Jones—consistently portrays Capital as stillborn. They 
portray it as a work that was out-of-date when it was 
published, and that certainly has nothing to say to us in the 
21st century.

This fails to explain why there is a growing interest in 
Capital today. There have been conferences to mark its 
150th anniversary all over the world. I took part in one in 
Brazil last month, and am involved in another this week 
sponsored by King’s College London. The success of the 
YouTube lectures on Capital by another participant, David 
Harvey, is a sign of the contemporary appetite to understand 
Marx’s critique of capitalism.

After all, 14 September wasn’t just the day Capital, 
Volume I, was first published. It was also the  
10th anniversary of the run on Northern Rock, when 
depositors queued outside branches of the bank to get their 
money back. It was the first run on a British bank since 
Marx’s day—the collapse of Overend, Gurney & Co in 1866.

The run on Northern Rock was the moment that the global 
economic and financial crisis became visible to the naked 
eye. We are still living with the after-effects of this crisis. 
The confusion reigning in capitalist circles is evident among 
central banks such as the US Federal Reserve Board and 
the Bank of England. They hesitate over whether they dare 
risk raising interest rates above the rock-bottom levels they 
reached during the crisis.

Capital—not just Volume I but the second and third 
volumes edited by Frederick Engels after Marx’s death—
allows one to cut through this confusion. Volume I in 
particular is Marx’s masterpiece. He only completed it under 
constant chivvying from Engels, but struggled, as he told his 
friend, to make it “an artistic whole”.

Accessible
In parts—in particular the first chapter, which Engels 
pushed him to rewrite to make more accessible—Capital 
is difficult. But with the help of good commentators—not 
just Harvey, but Joseph Choonara in his excellent Reader’s 
Guide to Marx’s Capital—you will find your way through 
these.

What W H Dawson, an early British critic, wrote—as 
Eric Hobsbawm points out, in a very different tone from 
contemporary pro-capitalist commentators—remains true. 
“However its teaching may be viewed, no one will venture 
to dispute the masterly ingenuity, the rare acumen, the close 
argumentation and, let it be added, the incisive polemic 
which are displayed in the pages” of Capital.

Moreover, Marx didn’t write the book in the comfort of 
an academic study and a professorial chair. Throughout the 
1850s and 1860s, when he made his main economic studies, 
the Marx family struggled, sometimes desperately and 
despairingly, with poverty.

Moreover, Marx wrote Capital, Volume I, while he 
was engaged in his most influential political work. 
Between 1864 and 1872 he was one of the main leaders 
of the International Working Men’s Association, or First 
International. He steered the International to supporting 
the anti-slavery North in the American Civil War, the 
movement for Irish independence, and the Paris Commune 
of 1871.

Workers’ struggles are reflected in the book itself. In 
a letter to Engels Marx explains that, while feeling ill 
and unable to make “progress with the really theoretical 
part”, he wrote what is now Chapter 10, “The Working 
Day”. This is an astonishing and still moving portrayal of 
Victorian capitalists’ ruthlessly exploitative methods. And 
also of workers’ collective resistance forcing them back and 
winning legislative limitations on the working day.

You don’t have to look any further to see why Capital 
is still a living book. It speaks to our own world, where 
workers fight McDonald’s and pay limits and gang bosses. 
As long as capitalism survives, so too will Capital.

MET POLICE commissioner Cressida Dick gives orders to armed cops 

 Resist calls for clampdown  
 after Parsons Green attack
by DAVE SEWELL

RACIST POLITICIANS and 
newspapers have seized on 
the arrest of two young ref-
ugees over the failed bomb 
attack in London last week.

A bucket filled with explo-
sives partially detonated on a 
tube train at Parsons Green, 
west London, on Friday 
morning of last week. It 
injured dozens including chil-
dren on their way to school.

Syrian Yahya Faroukh, 
aged 21, and an 18 year 
old man, reportedly Iraqi, 
were arrested and their 
homes searched along with 
a “Middle Eastern” chicken 
shop.

Theresa May activated 
a plan for soldiers to take 
over from police defending 
nuclear stations and other 
sites. It freed up more armed 
cops for the streets and train 
stations.

Measures
She called this “a proportion-
ate and sensible step which 
will provide extra reassur-
ance and protection”.

But these measures do not 
make anyone safer. Similar 
measures after the 7/7 attack 
in 2005 led to the police 
killing of Jean-Charles de 
Menezes.

The Daily Star newspaper 
even claimed that undercover 
SAS officers were being sent 
onto tube trains with orders 
to shoot to kill.

But the grandstanding was 
not enough for some.

The teenage suspect was 
reported to be an orphan 
who fled Iraq after his par-
ents died when he was 15. 

They may have been vic-
tims of the violent turmoil 
left by Britain’s war on Iraq.

If so, he would certainly 
have been traumatised. The 
elderly couple who fostered 
him reportedly struggled to 
look after him but had little 
help from the authorities.

Yet instead of asking if 
Britain’s wars or the exclusion 
and neglect of refugees were 

to blame, several newspapers 
called for tough measures 
against Muslims and refugees.

The Daily Mail could 
“reveal” there are a “stagger-
ing” 4,210 asylum-seeking 
minors in council care across 
Britain.

“For their own protection,” 
it asked, “is it not reasonable 
to ensure they are closely 
supervised and monitored, 
so they do not fall prey to 
radicalisation?”

That’s actually a shame-
fully small proportion of the 
number of young refugees in 
the world. And if one of them 

takes part in a terror attack 
it in no way incriminates the 
other 4,209.

The Sun demanded that 
the government double the 
size of MI5 and “Bring back 
draconian control orders 
NOW”.

It warned, “An estimated 
23,000 potential jihadist 
murderers live among us.” 

But that figure refers to 
anyone the security services 
have investigated—most with 
nothing proved against them.

Racist
US president Donald Trump 
used the attack to push his 
racist “Muslim ban”.

“The travel ban into the 
United States should be far 
larger, tougher and more spe-
cific,” he tweeted.

For the Football Lads 
All iance (FLA), i t  was 
a chance to promote its 
planned march on 7 October. 

The FLA insists it opposes 
all “extremism” and is not 
racist. But its last demonstra-
tion featured speeches attack-
ing Muslims by prominent far 
right figures including Nazis.

Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) held a vigil in west 
London on Monday night, 
and is organising to take to 
the streets on 7 October and 
oppose Islamophobia.

S U T R  c o - c o n v e n o r 
Weyman Bennett said, “We 
can’t let anyone attempt to 
divide our communities in 
the wake of these horrible 
events.”

Calling all anti-racists 
SHADOW home 
secretary Diane Abbott 
is the latest speaker to 
be confirmed for the 
Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) conference 
in central London on 
Saturday 21 October.

Abbott is also 
SUTR president.

The conference will 
bring together  
anti-racists from 
across Britain 
to organise 
against all forms 
of racism.

Former 
Guantanamo 
Bay prisoner 
Moazzam 

Begg was set to address 
a SUTR meeting in 
Hackney, east London, 
on Wednesday.

Other speakers at 
the conference include 
Labour MPs Kate 
Osamor and Catherine 
West as well as trade 
union leaders Kevin 
Courtney, Dave Ward 
and Roger McKenzie.

To register go to  
standuptoracism.
org.uk

Debating the way forward at last year’s conference
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 Inquiry into  
 Grenfell fire  
 carves out  
 residents
Survivors won’t be allowed on the 
panel while other tower blocks fail 
safety tests, reports Alistair Farrow

A PUBLIC inquiry into the 
Grenfell Tower fire began on 
Thursday of last week. It saw 
more insults for the survivors.

The inquiry’s chair, Sir Martin 
Moore-Bick, admitted that local 
residents would not be represented 
on the inquiry panel. “To appoint 
as assessor someone who had direct 
involvement would undermine my 
impartiality,” he said. 

The terms of reference of the 
inquiry do not include Tory hous-
ing policy and the decisions that 
created the conditions for the fire.

Moyra Samuels  from the 
Justice4Grenfell campaign group 
told Socialist Worker, “The state 
of social housing in general was 
excluded from the terms of refer-
ence for the inquiry.”

A silent march was held through 
north Kensington later that day.  
March organiser Zeyad Cred told 
Socialist Worker, “What happened 
at Grenfell Tower could have hap-
pened at any tower block”.

Various councils have revealed 
that the Tories are effectively forc-
ing them to pay for fire safety meas-
ures from their existing budgets. 

That means that some councils 
are suspending maintenance work 
on tower blocks to fund this safety 
work. 

Reprioritising
Camden council is considering “rep-
rioritising” its repairs programme. 
Newham and Lambeth councils 
have reported similar problems. 

Labour councils should demand 
funding from the Tories for fire 
safety, not make cuts in other areas. 

One of the underlying problems 
that led to the Grenfell fire was his-
toric disrepair. Instead of fixing the 
problem the Tories want to com-
pound it, making another Grenfell 
more――likely.

Some 40 people marched in 
Southwark, south London, last 
Sunday to demand decent housing. 
Tenants on the Ledbury estate have 
been left without heating after the 
council cut off gas supplies. 

Electricity systems can’t deal with 

the extra power needed to run elec-
tric heaters and cookers. 

“People have had to take small 
children to hospital because of the 
cold,” one tenant told Socialist 
Worker. 

An independent fire safety 
inspection requested by tenants 
revealed holes between flats had 
compromised compartmentalisation 
designed to stop the spread of fires. 

Now the council is dragging its 
feet over either fixing the problem 
or finding replacement accommoda-
tion for people.

Danielle from the Ledbury Action 
Group told Socialist Worker, “The 
situation is getting worse, not 
better. The council is effectively 
telling us, ‘Put up with dangerous 
homes or be evicted.’”

The council has bought 80 homes 
which people affected can move 
into―but there are 224 households 
on the estate. 

And the problems that Grenfell 
has exposed in the social housing 
sector are even worse for people in 
the private rental sector. 

Eighty five of 89 privately owned 
blocks have failed tests on their 
cladding, raising wider questions 
about the safety of private blocks.

For more Socialist Worker articles 
about the Grenfell Tower fire go to  
tinyurl.com/ybe4e9ha 
For details of the next silent march go 
to tinyurl.com/y6vzz6r5

BACK STORY
A public inquiry into the Grenfell 
Tower fire began last week 
lIts chair, Sir Martin Moore-Bick, 
is a former Court of Appeal judge
lPolice believe that at least  
80 people died in the fire, which 
broke out on 22 June this year
lMoore-Bick said that evidence 
to the inquiry would have to be 
examined ‘calmly and rationally’
lHe said involving residents 
would compromise impartiality, 
but residents don’t want to leave 
the inquiry to the establishment

 Campaign will fight demolition plans
CAMPAIGNERS IN Haringey, 
north London, are gearing up 
for a protest against the Labour 
council’s plans to redevelop vast 
swathes of the borough. 

The council has set up the 
Haringey Development Vehicle 
(HDV) in a 50-50 partnership 
with property developer 
Lendlease.

The right wing council 
leadership is under pressure.

 While the membership 
of the Constituency Labour 
Party largely opposes the HDV 
proposals, the council leadership 
has pushed them through.

They have overstepped 
themselves, drawing fire from 
Labour figures. Tulip Siddiq, MP 
for neighbouring Hampstead 

and Kilburn, has criticised 
Haringey council’s “hugely 
problematic disconnect from 
local people”.

A judicial review against the 
council’s plans is set to be held 
on 25 and 26 October. 

The council leadership 
has launched a campaign of 
misinformation about the HDV.

Jacob from the estate told 
Socialist Worker, “The majority 
of people on Broadwater Farm 
don’t want demolition.  

“The estate has been 
neglected by the council for over 
20 years and they use that to 
attack us.”
The protest assembles at 12 noon on 
Saturday 23 September at Tottenham 
Green, N15 4JA

 Demo delays vote on merger
SOME 50 people 
demonstrated to 
stop the merger of 
the Genesis and 
Notting Hill housing 
associations. The 
protest took place 
on Wednesday of 
last week outside a 
meeting due to vote 
on the merger.

The merger would 
mean selloffs and 
rising rents. Genesis 
tenant Molly Ayton 
told Socialist Worker, 

“We haven’t been 
given any information, 
they’re telling us 
everything is going to 
be fine.  

“My rent’s already 
gone up by £50 a 
week. I can’t afford 
any more increases.”

The vote on 
the merger was 
suspended thanks 
to the protest. The 
first “consultation 
meeting” between the 
housing associations 

and tenants was also 
suspended because 
only two people had 
signed up to attend it. 

Tory policies 
have made housing 
increasingly 
unaffordable for 
ordinary people. 

Housing 
associations 
increasingly behave 
like private firms.

 Labour must 
promise mass building 
of council homes.

HUNDREDS MARCHED for justice on the day the inquiry opened Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

FIGURE IT OUT
 52  the number of 

royal bedrooms in 
Buckingham Palace

 370  million pounds for 
the latest Palace 
refurbishment. The 
Queen received a 66 
percent “pay rise” to 
help pay for it 

 3  the number of Grenfell 
households who have 
been given permanent 
housing so far

Tulip Siddiq has spoken against HDV
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Anger in Missouri after verdict
 ‘lets cop get away with murder’
Cop walks free despite evidence that 
suggests he planted a gun—leading 
thousands to join angry protests, 
reports Mark Longden in St Louis
THE US city of St Louis, Missouri, 
erupted in anger on Friday of 
last week. There were protests 
after a judge found cop Jason 
Stockley not guilty of murdering 
Anthony Lamar Smith in 2011. 

The space outside the courthouse 
was occupied within an hour of 
the verdict being announced. The 
National Guard was called in, and 
proceeded to kettle protesters and 
make arrests.

A march around the city later in 
the day was huge and grew bigger 
as it went. Publicity for it read, 
“If you thought they’d never let 
another cop get away with a murder 
this blatant, then get angry!”

Windows were smashed at 
Democrat mayor Lyda Krewson’s 
house when the demonstation 
paused there. Police used tear gas 
and rubber bullets.

Marchers took refuge in a syn-
agogue then went on to St Louis 
University. The chant, “Out of 
the dorms and onto the streets” 
brought students out.

Protests continued all weekend. 
Annie Smith, Anthony’s mother, 

addressed a protest outside the 
main police station on Sunday. It 
grew to some 4,000 people.

Protesters confronted a cop in 
the process of arresting two people 
and forced him to flee. Some  
80 people were arrested on Sunday 
and 32 on Saturday.

Black people in the US are more 
than twice as likely as whites to be 
killed by police. The Washington 
Post newspaper has recorded  
697 people who have died at the 
hands of the police so far this year. 

Police radio recordings appear to 
show Stockley saying he would “kill 

this motherfucker, don’t you know 
it.” Anthony was shot six times, the 
last at a range of six inches. 

Police footage shows him being 
dragged from his car, already dead. 

Stockley then appears to retrieve 
something from a duffel bag in his 
car before entering the car. The 
prosecution alleged that Stockley 
planted a gun in Anthony’s car.

A gun found in Anthony’s car had 
only Stockley’s DNA on it. Judge 
Timothy Wilson didn’t let this stop 
him saying that “an urban heroin 
dealer not in possession of a fire-
arm would be an anomaly”.

Shockingly, none of this was 
enough to deliver a guilty verdict. 

Police only have to demonstrate 
a “perceived threat” before they 
open fire. The system that allows 
cops to murder black people with 
impunity needs to be changed. 

On other pages...
Monuments to racism and slavery 
must fall in the US >>Pages 14&15  

PROTESTERS IN St Louis, Missouri, last week

 Battle is on as Spanish state tries to 
 repress Catalan independence vote
THE SPANISH state is trying to 
prevent people in Catalonia from 
voting in a referendum on Catalan 
independence on 1 October.

The minority government 
of conservative prime minister 
Mariano Rajoy announced 
last week that it was taking 
direct control of the Catalan 
government’s finances.

Rajoy’s government obtained 
court decisions overturning the 
Catalan parliament’s law on the 
referendum and its outcome.

Campaigning began last 
week after a million-strong 
demonstration for independence.

Within days the Spanish 
authorities had made legal threats 
against all those involved in 
carrying out the referendum, from 
top politicians to ordinary workers.

Police seized the referendum 
website. They raided printing firms 
and seized 1.5 million leaflets and 

posters. The post office blocked 
the delivery of pro-independence 
movement Omnium Cultural’s 
magazine.

The authorities banned 
meetings on the referendum, 
including solidarity meetings in 
Madrid and other cities. Campaign 
stalls had their material seized and 
activists have been asked to show 
their documentation.

But the police raids have been 
met by urgent protests of hundreds 
of jeering people waving ballot 
papers they’d printed off at home.

Banned meetings are going 
ahead, sometimes in a different 
venue. Copies of the website 

are popping up faster than the 
authorities can ban them. 

Some 80 percent of the Catalan 
population are in favour of the 
referendum. Around half of them 
are in favour of independence. 

The rest are split between those 
who back the status quo and those 
who want a federal solution—an 
option ruled out by Madrid.

The leaders of Labour-type 
Socialist party PSOE accept Rajoy’s 
attack on democracy. Left parties 
Podemos and United Left refused 
to recognise the referendum but 
are opposing the repression. 

The battle is on to defend 
the referendum—and to make 
independence about building a 
different kind of Catalonia, not just 
changing one flag for another.

This will have to include the 
workers in the post office, printing 
firms and buildings where the 
ballot will be carried out.

Far right threat in Germany
CHANCELLOR ANGELA Merkel’s 
ruling Christian Democrats 
(CDU) were on course to 
remain the biggest party 
after German parliamentary 
elections next Sunday.

Alarmingly, the racist 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) 
is likely to pass the 5 percent 
threshold to enter parliament. 

It would become the first far 
right party to do so since the 
Second World War.

The Labour-type SPD has 
been Merkel’s coalition partner 

since 2013, limiting its ability 
to criticise her free market 
reforms. 

Merkel’s previous allies the 
Free Democrats may re-enter 
parliament and prop up a new 
right wing coalition. 

The left wing Die Linke party 
could also make gains.

It has organised against the 
right and in solidarity with 
workers’ struggles, though 
sadly sections of its leadership 
have echoed the right’s rhetoric 
around refugees.

EYEWITNESS
by DAVID 
KARVALA
in Barcelona

Victim—Anthony Lamar Smith
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Leaving EU is 
right for left
GETTING OUT of the 
European Union (EU) is 
the right thing to do. 

As a socialist I voted 
Leave last June.  

The problem is the 
Tories have no idea 
what they are doing with 
Brexit. They will mess it 
up for all of us.

John Turner
On Facebook

Tories’ pay 
hypocrisy 
THE TORIES have 
pushed down wages.

 But the same MPs 
took an 11 percent pay 
rise themselves, And fat 
cat bosses earn more 
than ever before. 

John Long
On Facebook

Arms dealers’ 
deadly profits
I AM so ashamed of 
Britain and its continuing 
hypocrisy and selling 
arms to countries 
such as Saudi Arabia 
(Socialist Worker,  
6 September).

 It’s time they sorted 
out the dishonesty and 
corruption here.

 They should stop 
killing innocent people 
for profit. It’s disgraceful 
and is it any wonder that 
we are hated? 

As the saying goes, 
“we reap what we sow”.  

Margaret Peel Cummins
On Facebook

Royal Mail is 
fight for us all
THE FIGHT by Royal 
Mail workers absolutely 
is everyone’s fight 
(Socialist Worker, 13 
September).

 Our CEO is set to 
slum it in retirement on 
only £200,000 a year. 

@Canarypoetic
On Twitter

No Platform 
doesn’t work
WHEN RACISTS are 
debated in public they 
often lose the argument 
(Socialist Worker, Letters 
13 September). 

When the British 
National Party’s (BNP) 
Nick Griffin appeared on 
BBC Question Time, it 
resulted in the demise of 
the BNP.

If the debate is 
suppressed that can 
cause resentment and 
some people veering 
towards the right.

Geoff Bridges
On Facebook

Labour and unions should 
not give in to scapegoating
FREEDOM OF movement gives 
migrants and workers from Britain 
the right to travel and work across 
the European Union (EU).

By 2019 this important right 
could be taken away. Therefore it 
is very sad that many Labour 
politicians—and even trade 
unions—want to get rid of free 
movement. 

They seem to believe that 
migrant workers undercut wages 
and employment conditions, a 
claim not supported by any shred 
of evidence. 

On the contrary—all expert 
studies show that immigration 
does not influence wages or 
unemployment figures. 

And the same people often 
support Britain’s membership in 
the EU’s neoliberal single market. 

In other words, they actively 
support the interests of big 
business against workers.

In the EU, the interests of big 
business always come first and 
workers’ rights are always 
subordinated to them.

Brexit gives us a unique chance 
of reversing this deep imbalance, 
embedded in the EU’s laws and 
institutions.

To put working class interests at 
the forefront, we need to defend 
freedom of movement. 

At the same time we need to 
abandon the single market—a 
capitalist vehicle of exploitation 
and oppression. 

Only that way can we pave a 
way to a people’s Brexit.

Now more than ever we need a 
solidarity of working class people 

across borders. We can’t let our 
rulers divide us according to the 
passports we carry, languages we 
speak, or colour of our skin. 

Those divisions are not in our 
interests, and boost those who 
want to perpetuate the current 
system.

The vote in the last June’s Brexit 
referendum was a powerful roar 
against that status quo—it 
demands a meaningful change.

Jacek Szymanski
North London

lHAVING BEEN a school’s 
improvement officer across  
60 schools in England, I know 
immigration isn’t the issue in 
schools. 

Certain schools perform better 

than others, which then become 
over subscribed. There’s also a 
serious shortage of schools across 
the whole of Britain. 

Again, this has little to do with 
immigration given the age 
breakdown of immigrants.  

It has everything to do with 
governments failing to react to a 
growing population.

Trying to blame these issues on 
migrant workers, who on the 
whole contribute more to the 
British economy than they take, is 
simply wrong.

Robert Venus
On Facebook

lSOCIALIST WORKER is ignoring 
that the basis of freedom of 
movement as it stands in the 
European Union (EU) is about the 
free movement of capital.

Dominic Davidson
On Facebook

lFREE MOVEMENT of capital is 
the enemy of the working class. 

The EU is set up to establish free 
market economies and allow 
companies to maximise profits 
within them. 

A race to the bottom on wages 
helps nobody but the boss.

Alan Yule
On Facebook

lIMMIGRANTS WILL get the 
blame and governments will 
always waste squillions. 

The bankers cost us £45 
billion—but bigots ignore that. 

Tariq Ali
On Facebook

 Our unions  
 must lead  
 a pay fight  
WE CAN potentially 
mobilise hundreds of 
thousands—if not millions 
of workers—around 
fighting the public sector 
pay cap. 

And we can not only 
regain some of the pay 
we’ve lost over the last 
decade, but sink the Tories 
in the process. 

The Trade Union Act’s 
requirement of a 50 percent 
turnout in ballots for strikes 
is no doubt an obstacle. 

Our union leaders need 
to start a serious campaign 
now to win ballots for 
strikes.

The campaign needs to 
be bold and radical, and 
learn from the CWU postal 
workers’ union. 

During its ballot of Royal 
Mail workers, the union has 
held site meetings, given 
out leaflets and badges and 
used social media.

We need pay rallies in 
towns and cities across 
Britain and to invite Jeremy 
Corbyn to speak at them. 

In the process we can 
rebuild our unions and 
inspire a new generation to 
become active in workplace 
struggles. 

A victory over pay 
through strikes would be a 
game changer.

Huw Williams
Bristol

 Grenfell is a  
 class issue 
FOR PEOPLE from the 
higher classes within British 
society, the Grenfell Tower 
fire is merely an unfortu-
nate occurrence. 

It was shocking and 
unacceptable that any 
person could be treated in 
such a way.

People gasped in horror 
at how risking any amount 
of life could be worth 
saving £2 per square meter 
on cheaper cladding. 

What’s not acknowledged 
is the fact that these 
problems have been 
longstanding within this 
community.

For the people affected, 
it is their entire life. 

Upper class people are 
not aware of the 
discrimination working 
class people face even in 
the pursuit of the most 
basic security within their 
homes. 

Emily Rose Lee-Williams
West London

Just a 
thought...

Protesting for migrants’ rights
                                                Picture: Guy Smallman 
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Scotland, Labour  
and independence 

 
by BOB FOTHERINGHAM

SEVERAL THOUSAND people 
joined the pro-independence 
Hope Over Fear rally in 
Glasgow last Saturday.

Although smaller than similar 
events earlier this year, it showed 
there is still powerful backing 
for another independence 
referendum and a Yes vote.

But this can’t hide the 
problems facing the Scottish 
National Party (SNP).

Nicola Sturgeon, Scotland’s First 
Minister, recently announced a 
new “radical” programme for the 
Scottish government. Proposals 
include an end to the public 
sector pay freeze, possible higher 
tax for the rich, an investigation 
into a “citizen’s income” and 
action on climate change. 

Typically for the SNP, which 
looks for support from all sections 
of Scottish society, including 
bosses, any pay rise will have to 
be “affordable”. A proposed new 
investment bank will be led by 
a former chair of Tesco Bank.

Impact
Nevertheless, this announcement 
was interpreted as a move to the left 
by most commentators in Scotland.

This would not have 
happened without the impact 
of Jeremy Corbyn as leader 
of the Labour Party. 

Although the SNP remains the 
major political force in Scottish 
politics, Sturgeon undoubtedly 
feels under pressure and believes 
the party needs to respond. 

The SNP’s record in government 
is good in some areas. But 
on the central question of 
challenging neoliberal capitalism 
and fighting austerity it has 
been deeply uninspiring. 

And the “radical programme” 
had no mention of a second 
independence referendum. The 
SNP has put this firmly on the back 
burner. 

Socialists in Scotland want to 
see an end to austerity, cuts and 

racism and an end to the Tories in 
power. They cannot remain neutral 
on the issue of the positive impact 
that a Corbyn victory could bring. 

It would be a blow to the 
supporters of the free market 
and open the possibility of 
increased levels of class struggle. 

That is why socialists in 
Scotland should call for a vote 
for Corbyn if a general election is 
held in the foreseeable future.

However, Scottish Labour 
in general terms is far to the 
right of Corbyn, except on the 
issue of Trident which (under 
pressure from the SNP) it is 
favour of getting rid of.

Leadership 
The resignation of Kezia Dugdale 
as Scottish Labour leader has 
led to a leadership election for 
Scottish Labour. Regrettably the 
contestants are far from inspiring. 

Anas Sarwar, a millionaire 
businessman, hails from the 
right of the party. Richard 
Leonard as an open Corbyn 
supporter is preferable. 

But as a former GMB union 
official he hardly represents a 
symbol of left wing struggle.

Also, Corbyn’s opposition to 
independence puts him at odds 
with many potential supporters. 

Corbyn should accept that the 
Scottish Parliament has a right 
to decide when to hold a second 
independence referendum. This 
would go a long way to winning 
backing from working class voters. 

Finally, many Labour supporters 
and many in the independence 
movement share numerous 
issues of common concern. 

An end to racism, opposition 
to austerity and cuts and 
opposition to Britain’s military 
adventures to name a few. 

The challenge is to get 
more people working together 
for concrete action around 
these issues and more.

Nicola Sturgeon—under pressure

Labour should at 
least accept the 
right of Scotland’s 
parliament to call 
a referendum
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 THE NEW
 WAR ON
 ABORTION
From Donald Trump to the Tories’ deal with the 
Democratic Unionist Party, the right wants to assault 
abortion rights. Judith Orr, author of the new book 
Abortion Wars, spoke to Sadie Robinson about what’s 
driving the attacks—and the renewed resistance to them

T
HE ELECTION of Donald 
Trump as US president 
has put more women’s 
lives at risk. Just days 
after his inauguration in 
January, Trump signed 

a new “global gag” denying fund-
ing to any organisations that give 
advice about abortion services. 
It’s estimated that this will lead to 
2.1 million unsafe abortions and 
21,700 maternal deaths.

In a new book, Abortion Wars, 
Judith Orr said Trump’s election “is 
a pivotal moment in a new war on 
abortion rights”. 

Judith told Socialist Worker, 
“When I was writing the book abor-
tion became front page news. There 
were fantastic demonstrations in 
Poland and Ireland challenging the 
most draconian laws in the world.

“There was Donald Trump’s elec-
tion in the US with Mike Pence as his 
vice president, a rabid anti-abortion 
campaigner. And with Theresa May’s 
disgusting deal with the Democratic 
Unionist Party, suddenly it became 
an issue in Britain.”

The book looks at attacks on a 
woman’s right to choose and resist-
ance to them. It details the long his-
tory of women organising to control 
their fertility—and the contradic-
tions this sometimes threw up. And 
it explains why attacks on abortion 
persist today.

Sometimes it can seem that reli-
gion drives anti-abortion ideas. 
Judith describes the situation in 
Poland, Northern Ireland and 
Ireland, all strongly religious coun-
tries with repressive abortion laws.

She said religion “obviously plays a 
role”. But she added, “British imperi-
alism established anti-abortion law in 
Ireland and other parts of the empire.

“Religion can be used to justify or 
legitimise conservative ideas. Jacob 

Rees-Mogg, for instance, is a horri-
ble, right wing Tory. But he tries to 
give his opposition to abortion moral 
weight by claiming it’s about religion.”

The book looks at the growth 
of the church in Britain from the 
Middle Ages and the impact on 
women. Judith is careful to stress 
that religions reflect wider society.

“The growth of the church in 
Britain reflected and acted to main-
tain a society that was changing,” 
she explained. “It was used in many 
ways to control and discipline ordi-
nary people. 

“Religion doesn’t create women’s 
oppression but its ideas can bolster it.”

It can seem odd that, given the 
huge changes that have taken place 
in women’s lives over the past cen-
tury, abortion remains controver-
sial. But it’s because of how women’s 
oppression is structured into society.

“Women’s oppression has a mate-
rial base that’s still entrenched in 
how the family is organised in soci-
ety,” Judith explained.

“Women are still expected to take 
a larger responsibility of bringing 
up children and domestic work. The 
ideology that bolsters that means 
women are seen as being the life-
giving mothers.

“So even where abortion is legal 
and commonplace, such as Britain, 
the stigma is still very deep. Abortion 
is still often seen as the bad option. 
A woman who says, ‘I had an abor-
tion and I had no problem with it,’ is 
frowned upon.”

Judith said illegality and stigma 
“don’t stop women having abor-
tions—they just make it more diffi-
cult for them”.

Doctors can refuse to perform 
abortions citing conscientious objec-
tion. The book describes the situa-
tion in Scotland, where the NHS 
generally only provides abortions up 

FACT CHECK
lSome 56 million abortions took 
place each year between 2010 
and 2014 according to the World 
Health Organisation
lOver 21.6 million women 
experience an unsafe abortion 
every year, 18.5 million occur in 
poorer countries
lThe 1967 Abortion Act makes 
abortion legal in Britain if certain 
conditions are met 
lBut there is no “right to choose” 
as women seeking an abortion 
have to meet certain conditions 
and obtain the agreement of two 
doctors
lNorthern Ireland was excluded 
from the Act. The Family Planning 
Association estimates that 
approximately 2,000 women have 
travelled to England from Northern 
Ireland every year for abortions
lThe 1990 Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Bill set the 
time limit for legal abortions 
at 24 weeks, except in certain 
circumstances 
lIn 2016 185,596 women living in 
England and Wales had abortions. 
Some 12,063 women resident in 
Scotland had an abortion in the 
same year
lSome 92 percent of abortions in 
Britain in 2016 took place before 13 
weeks’ gestation, and 81 percent 
before ten weeks’ gestation
lBritain has the third most 
positive attitudes to abortion, 
after Sweden and France, out of 
23 countries according to a 2016 
Ipsos Mori poll
lSome 62 percent of people in 
Britain think that a woman should 
be able to have an abortion “if she 
decides she wants one”

Strike4Repeal campaign in 
Ireland protesting in Dublin (left) 
Women in Poland struck against 
attempts to restrict abortion and 
the government was forced to 
back down (below) Donald Trump’s 
attacks on Planned Parenthood 
funding led to protests across the 
US (below main) Pictures: PA, Iga 
Lubczanska, Debra Sweet

to 18 weeks into pregnancy. Yet the 
legal time limit for abortions in most 
cases is 24 weeks. Judith said provi-
sion of abortion services in Wales is 
also “dreadful”.

“After the 1967 Act the influence 
of certain leading gynaecologists, doc-
tors and politicians in certain areas 
had an impact on provision,” she 
explained. “Legality alone is never 
enough, we have to talk about access.”

Restrictions hit the poorest while 
rich women have always been able to 
access abortion services.

The book includes a number of 
interviews with campaigners, abor-
tion providers and women who have 
had abortions. Willie Parker, an abor-
tion care provider, works in the only 
clinic in the US state of Mississippi 
where women can access abortion 
services. 

He pointed out that “55 percent 
of the Mississippi population is black 
and poor”.

In the US abortion is legal, yet 
women face barriers to accessing ser-
vices. “Individual states can challenge 
access,” Judith explained.

“They can make insurance that 
covers abortion difficult to get. They 
can say that clinics have to be more 
like hospitals to be able to provide 
abortions. They make it impossible 
for clinics to function. In some states 
abortion rates are going down.”

She added, “It’s hard to imagine 
what it’s like for women who have to 
travel hundreds of miles just to get a 
consultation. 

Then there’s an obligatory wait-
ing period of one or two days before 
they can be prescribed abortion 
pills.” Judith said abortion rights are 

“definitely going backwards” in the 
US. But there are moves to defend 
abortion rights too.

“In Texas since the hurricane one 
abortion clinic said it will give free 
abortions to women who may have 
missed appointments,” she said.

“And the election of Trump made 
people realise that things will get 
worse if they don’t fight. It’s been 
magnificent to see the scale of the 
fightback there, which has sparked 
resistance elsewhere.”

In Chile last month, a total ban 
on abortion was lifted. “It’s a chink,” 
said Judith. “If it’s ok to give a woman 
abortion in certain circumstances, 
you’re ruling out the idea that it’s 
completely impossible. There’s room 
to open it up.”

I
N THE book Judith described 
how protests in Poland have 
opened up that sort of chink. 
“The government did a U-turn 
within days” of proposing a law 
banning abortion, she writes. 

“The mass mobilisations may have 
opened the potential to not only push 
back further restrictions, but also 
challenge the pitiful legal provision 
women currently have.” 

Similarly in Ireland, “pressure is 
building for a fundamental change” 
of the Eighth Amendment of the con-
stitution that bans abortion. 

“There is a sense that a critical 
moment has been reached in the fight 
for liberalisation of the law,” Judith 
writes. 

And in Britain the government has 
had to allow women from Northern 
Ireland to access abortions free on the 
NHS. Judith said that “was a change 

that people said wasn’t possible”.
The book describes how the posi-

tion of women is transformed in rev-
olutionary situations. Judith is “very 
hopeful” that this can happen again. 
“Resistance and struggle is built into 
the dynamic of the system,” she said. 
“There will always be struggle, the 
question is how far people go and how 
much they can challenge things.

“But history has shown that where 
there are mass struggles the position 
of women in society is raised. 

“We saw that in Russia 100 years 
ago but we also saw that in Egypt just 
a few years ago.

“Even though the counter-revolu-
tion is in the ascendancy there, ordi-
nary people did bring down dictators 
and begin to shape their own lives. 
I feel the possibilities are very much 
there.”

What can we do today to bring 
about big—and small—changes? 
Judith said we need to fight for greater 
awareness of the barriers women face 
to accessing abortion, even where it’s 
legal.

“It’s brilliant that we got the 1967 
Abortion Act,” she said. “But it was 
flawed from the day it was passed. 
Fifty years later we still have a law 
that is based on exceptions to a law 
from 1861.

“We can’t think that just because 
we have it, everything is ok.” Judith 
said the Act must be expanded and 
abortion decriminalised. Abortion is 
high profile and it’s the perfect oppor-
tunity to go on the offensive.

“People need to be active—raise it 
in trade unions and student unions,” 
she said. “The collective power of 
working class organisation in the 
unions in 1979 saw 80,000 people 
take to the streets and pushed back 
the anti-abortionists.

“We need to use our strength where 
we’re most powerful. This is a class 
issue. We need to challenge the laws 
and the controls, but at the same time 
challenge the ideas that hold them 
up.”

Abortion Wars—the fight for 
reproductive rights by Judith Orr is 
published by Policy Press, £12.99.  
Available from Bookmarks—the socialist 
Bookshop. 
Go to bookmarksbookshop.co.uk or 
phone 020 7637 1848
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Why we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution
Wed 18 Oct, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,
B4 6AF

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Fighting the tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Wed 27 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Do we really have 
freedom of speech?
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Black lives matter—police, 
racism and the state
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too late 
to stop climate change?
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON
Trade unions on 
the way back?
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay, BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Fascists in the US? Who 
are the alt right?
Wed 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CHESTERFIELD
The union bureaucracy 
versus the rank and file
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, 
S40 1QN
DONCASTER
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Wed 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street, 
DN1 3NJ
DUDLEY
Fighting the tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Wed 27 Sep, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
How do we break 
the pay cap?
Wed 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Zionism, antisemitism 
and the left today
Wed 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

ESSEX
Can the police be reformed?
Thu 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,
CM1 2QL
EXETER
After Charlottesville—Trump, 
the far right and fascism
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG
GLASGOW
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too late 
to stop climate change?
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HARLOW
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting 
House,
1 Church Leys,
Harlow, CM18 6BX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Tories in crisis
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LEICESTER
Trump, the far-right 
and fasicsm
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
The Exchange,
50 Rutland St, LE1 1RD
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
How do we get a pay 
rise? Shaking the 
magic money tree
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: CENTRAL
Trump, the far-right 
and fasicsm
Thu 28 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Room S16 (Back of 
the IOE bar/cafe),
University College London,
Institute of Education,
WC1E 0AL
LONDON: HARINGEY
Syriza’s failure in Greece—
can Corbyn avoid the traps?
Wed 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Jeremy Corbyn, Labour and 
the fight for socialism
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Syriza’s failure in Greece—
can Corbyn avoid the traps?
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd, 
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Marx’s Capital
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, 
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too late 
to stop climate change?
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St, E2 6HG

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
What is going on in 
Venezuela?
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MEDWAY
Should Labour support 
staying in the single market?
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Should we support the 
cultural boycott of Israel?
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Fracking—why we need 
socialism to save the planet
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
OXFORD
From Deliveroo to McStrike—
organising the unorganised
Wed 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Fighting the Tories and 
racism—perspectives for 
revolutionary socialists
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, 
PL4 6LF
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Student struggles and the 
fight for free education
Thu 28 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

SOUTHAMPTON
50 years of fighting 
for LGBT+ rights
Wed 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist 
Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,  SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
North Korea, Trump and 
nuclear confrontation
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community 
Centre,
St Albans Rd,  SA20BP
TELFORD
From Deliveroo to McStrike—
organising the unorganised
Thu 19 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade,
Wellington,  TF1 1PY
YORK
Is there a revival of 
workers struggle?
Wed 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, 
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET SOCIALISTS
The Battle of Lewisham—
fascism, racism and the state
Sat 7 Oct, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,  DT1 1XJ

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

ROTHERHAM
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Unity Centre,
St Leonard’s Rd, S65 1PD
Speakers: Abrar Javid, 
Moazzam Begg, 
Taiba Yasseen, 
 Weyman Bennett

LEICESTER
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Wed 27 Sep, 7pm, 
City of retreat 
community centre,
70-74 Church Gate, LE1 4AL
Speaker: Moazzam Begg
CARDIFF
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Tue 3 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Samaj Community Centre,
9 Mardy Street, CF11 6QT
Speakers: Amanda Morris, 
Moazzam Begg
LONDON
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Tue 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Islington Town Hall,
Committee Room 1,
Upper St, N1 2UD
Speakers: Michelline Ngongo, 
Moahmmed Kozbar, Rakhia 
Ismail, Weyman Bennett
LONDON
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove,
E15 1HP
Speakers: Moazzam Begg, 
Weyman Bennett

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

LEEDS AND WEST 
YORKSHIRE
Sat 30 Sep, 7pm, 
Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LEICESTER
Sat 14 Oct, 12.30am, 
The Exchange,
50 Rutland St, LE1 1RD

LIVERPOOL
Wed 4 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, 
L1 3BT

LONDON: EALING
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 28 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

MANCHESTER
Thu 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Methodist Central Hall,
Oldham St,
M1 1JQ

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ

SWANSEA
Thu 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA20BP

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

As Corbyn takes on the 
Establishment—is 

socialism possible?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

Socialist Worker  20 September 2017
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Le Carré’s legacy—a prequel 
and sequel to an earlier work
The author of The Spy Who Came in from the Cold delivers a tightly‑written 
novel that’s perfectly tailored for his loyal fans, writes Simon Basketter
AN ELDERLY man is summoned 
back to London. The spies’ old 
headquarters is long gone. Now 
MI6 is based in its “shockingly 
ostentatious new headquarters—
Spyland Beside the Thames”.

Old men look back. Last year John 
le Carré wrote his own memoir, 
The Pigeon Tunnel, a companion 
and reply to Adam Sisman’s major 
biography.

So A Legacy of Spies returns to 
characters first encountered in his 
1961 debut, Call for the Dead—
George Smiley and Peter Guillam.

The new novel is an attempt to 
recalibrate the book that made him 
famous, The Spy Who Came in from 
the Cold (1963). Le Carré takes a le 
Carré classic and tinkers with it, and 
tailors it into something different.

In The Spy Who Came in from 
the Cold Alec Leamas, a burned‑out 
agent, and Liz Gold, a young British 
communist, die climbing the Berlin 
Wall.

Leamas thinks he is bringing down 
a former Nazi in the East German 
secret service. The Nazi is already 
working for the British, and the real 
target is a Jewish man who might 
expose him.

 Now we learn crucial material 
was withheld from us. The new novel 
is both a prequel and a sequel.

There are deft descriptions and 
character sketches. Variations in tone 
carry vast dramatic weight.

And no writer is better at turning 
the act of two people talking politely 
to each other across a desk into a 
blood sport.

The main plot strand is simple. It 
emerges that Liz Gold and Leamas 
had children. Those children are 
about to sue MI6.

There is a bit of strained philo‑
sophical worrying, “Who will atone 
for our father’s sins, even if they 
weren’t sins at the time?” And 
“Today’s blameless generation versus 
your guilty one.”

The book is targeted at le Carre’s 
most loyal readers. Guillam eventu‑
ally traces old Smiley down, as he 
asks himself, “Were we simply suf‑
fering from the incurable English dis‑
ease of needing to play the world’s 
game when we weren’t world players 
anymore?”

Oddly there are numerous discrep‑
ancies between the earlier books and 
this one—not all useful or needed. 
Most are the type that will be spotted 
by the readers this book is aimed at.

And perhaps this is one more final 
tour of the ageing band. It is a joy to 
read le Carré tightening his grip on 
his own legacy.
A Legacy of Spies by John le Carré 
Viking £20

BOOK
ROCK IN A HARD PLACE
by Orlando Crowcroft 
Zed Books £12.99

Sound of 
rebellion
READING THIS book 
triggered many personal 
memories, as an Egyptian 
teenage metalhead in Cairo 
in the 1990s. We would 
barter and trade metal 
cassettes, we would laugh 
over sensationalist media 
articles about “Satanists” 
invading Egypt. 

I woke up one day in 
1997 to find many of my 
metalhead friends snatched 
by the police from their 
homes on charges of 
“Satanism”. 

These dramatic events 
were not confined to Egypt. 
The “second wave of black 
metal” which engulfed 
Europe in the beginning of 

the 1990s soon arrived in 
the Middle East. 

Metal was the music of 
rebellion for sections of 
middle class kids across the 
region.

Headbanging to the 
shrieks of Black Metal 
vocalists could simply have 
cost you your life in some 
countries.

In my conservative 
Islamic school Black Metal 
was our means of rebellion.

Crowcroft’s book is a 
detailed narrative of how 
the metal scene evolved in 
the 1990s. With extensive 
interviews Crowcroft 
narrates the difficult birth 
pangs of the metal scene in 
the Middle East. 

Security crackdowns 
in the late 1990s almost 
destroyed the scene and 
drove it underground. They 
were followed by a slow 
revival in the 2000s up to 
the Arab Spring.

Crowcroft explains 
how the fight for political 
change in the years 2011-
13 gave a taste of freedom. 
Then came the crushing of 
revolutions that saw a lot 
of musicians fleeing their 
homes or giving up their 
love for metal.
Hossam el-Hamalawy

Aronofsky slips into self-indulgence
FILM
Mother!
Directed by Darren Aronofsky 
Out now

MOTHER! APPARENTLY is in the 
Marmite category. You love it or 
hate it.

There were boos at the 
Venice Film Festival when it 
was premiered but it has also 
received praise from critics. 

It starts off well enough—an 
intriguing set-up of newlyweds 
living in a Victorian Gothic 
mansion in the middle of 
nowhere, which had burned 
down and is being restored by 
the new woman of the house.

None of the characters have 
names. Jennifer Lawrence, the 
young wife, is Mother, and Javier 
Bardem who plays her husband 
is Him—a once famous author 
suffering writer’s block. His 
sole preoccupation seems to be 
protecting a mysterious crystal.

The wife, an interior designer, 
roams the house with paintbrush 
and plasterer’s paddle in hand. 

And a very stylish and serene 
house it has become, if you 
ignore the throbbing walls and 
the blood spurting up through 
the floorboards. 

One evening, a man claiming to 
be a doctor (Ed Harris) arrives at 
the door believing it to be a B&B. 
The author, ignoring his wife, 
invites him to spend the night.

Dismay
The doctor’s wife (Michelle 
Pfeiffer) arrives soon after and 
they make themselves at home to 
the delight of the author and the 
dismay of Mother. Pfeiffer’s blunt 
criticisms to Mother provide a 
few welcome laughs.

The doctor’s two sons arrive. 
A fight ensues and one of them 
dies. 

Madness and top-volume 
chaos descend as the morgue 
party all return to the house to 

hold an endless wake.
Goaded by Pfeiffer’s 

provocations, Mother announces 
to Him that she has become 
pregnant. Him is inspired to 
write the first poem he has 
written in a while. 

Hordes of adoring fans arrive 
and the party really does begin.

Mother! is neither scary nor 
funny, other than Michelle 
Pfeiffer’s brief input. 

The director Darren Aronofsky 
claims the film is all allegory. But 
what is it trying to allegorise? 
There is much clunky religious 
symbolism. 

According to Jennifer 
Lawrence, the character she plays 
depicts “the rape and torment of 
Mother Earth” and presumably 
we’re meant to see the warring 
sons as Cain and Abel. 

The trouble is we are being 
bludgeoned with a message 
and the message is pretentious 
twaddle and not worth hearing.
Mary Brodbin

Film

PRETENSION OVER plot—Darren Aronofsky’s latest film is full of pointless metaphor 
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cause. They were also to remind 
black people of their place in 
the Jim Crow South.

Much of this was expressed 
openly in the unveiling ceremo-
nies throughout this period.

More than 150 African 
Americans were slain by heav-
ily armed white paramilitaries 
in the 1873 Colfax Massacre in 
Louisiana. A memorial at the 
site honours the three whites 
who lost their lives “fighting for 
white supremacy”.

At Fort Mill, South Carolina—
in a district ravaged by Klan 
violence—the Daughters of the 
Confederacy erected a memo-
rial. It pays tribute to the “faith-
ful slaves” who “guarded our 
defenseless homes, women and 
children during the struggle for 
principles”.

Bayonetted
A t  O l u s t e e ,  F l o r i d a , 
Confederates had bayonetted 
dozens of wounded black Union 
prisoners of war. The Sons of 
Confederate Veterans rejected 
calls for a Union monument 
alongside a Confederate obe-
lisk there—on the grounds that 
it would be “revisionist history”.

The same pattern is clear in 
the campaign to re-popularise 
the Confederate flag.

The “stars and bars” were 
seldom seen in public until 
1948, when the so-called 
Dixiecrats embraced the flag.
They were a segregation-
ist rump that split from the 
Democratic Party in protest 
against its mild embrace of civil 
rights after the Second World 
War.

That period saw a second 
upsurge in Confederate 
memorialisation. Southern 
elites were responding 
to another crisis in their 
authority.

Hitler’s racism and the 
horrors of the concentra-
tion camps had discred-
ited their own version 
of racial supremacy. 
There was clamour 
for social reform.

Black  veter -
ans who’d risked 
their lives in a 
“war for democ-
r a c y ”  w e r e 
detemined to 
get some for 

themselves—even in the Jim 
Crow South.

As one prominent historian 
asked, “Why would you put 
a statue of Robert E. Lee or 
Stonewall Jackson in 1948 in 
Baltimore?” The city sent three 
times more men into Union 
army ranks than Confederate.

The erection of Confederate 
statues was intended to “create 
legitimate garb for white 
supremacy”. The Confederate 
flag became a symbol of white 
defiance against any attempts 
by the federal government to 
accede to civil rights demands.

In 1956 Georgia rede-
signed its state flag to include 
the Confederate battle flag, 
followed in 1962 by South 
Carolina. In Boston in the 1970s 
it became the banner under 
which white mobs mobilised 
against school desegregation.  

Confederate memorials stand 
today as deliberate attempts 
to sanitise the past. They are 
also monuments to the kind 

of oppression that 
the racist right aims 
to resurrect under 
a complicit Trump 
administration.

Socialists have 
to campaign 

to consign 
the memo-
r i a l s  a n d 
the fascist 
movements 
that exploit 
them to the 
dustbin of 
history.

A
NGER OVER the 
lethal far right 
mobilisation in 
Charlottesville, 
Vi rg in ia ,  last 
m o n t h  h a s 

injected new urgency into 
the campaign to remove 
Confederate memorials.

The fascist right chose to 
make a prominent stand  in  
Charlottesville over plans to 
remove a statue of Confederate 
General Robert E. Lee.

The sight of heavily armed 
men waving swastika and 
white power flags, decked 
out in Ku Klux Klan and Nazi 
regalia, shocked the US. One 
of the racists ploughed his car 
into a march, killing anti-racist 
Heather Heyer.

President Donald Trump’s 
vile attempt to blame “both 
sides” for the violence insti-
gated a major crisis.

It also delivered a wake-up 
call to the small but growing US 
left. Some 40,000 demonstra-
tors took to the streets of Boston 
to rout an attempt by “alt-right” 
supporters to hold a rally.

Monuments to the slavehold-
ing Confederacy litter the land-
scape of 31 US states and the 
capital Washington, DC.

Hundreds, including the Lee 
statue in Charlottesville, were 
unveiled not in the immediate 
aftermath of the Civil War, but 
more than a half century later.

The statues are artefacts of 
a long and brutal history of 
racism. They memorialise the 
southern states’ attachment to 
slavery and white supremacy.

They point to the kind of 
racial hierarchy the right would 
reintroduce if it gets its way. 

T w o  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e 
Charlottesville clash activists 
in Durham, North Carolina, 
dragged a Confederate memo-
rial from its pedestal.

That same week the city coun-
cil in Baltimore, eager to avoid 
the scenes in Durham, voted for 
“the immediate deconstruction 
of all Confederate Monuments”.

Other cities including New 
Orleans have followed suit.

Murdered
White supremacist Dylann Roof 
murdered nine black church-
goers in Charleston, South 
Carolina, in 2015. The kill-
ings fuelled demands to lower 
the Confederate flag from the 
South Carolina state house.

Since then more than 
30 monuments have been 
removed, according to the New 
York Times newspaper.

Polls show that a large major-
ity of African Americans and 
about half of young whites sup-
port removal.

But ironically 81 percent 
of Republicans—the party of 
president Abraham Lincoln 
who waged war against the 
Confederacy—are opposed to 
tampering with Confederate 
memorials.

The right has denounced this 
campaign as an attack on “cul-
ture” and “heritage”. Trump 
endorsed that position.

“Sad to see the history and 
culture of our great country 

being ripped apart with the 
removal of our beautiful statues 
and monuments,” he tweeted.

“This week it is Robert E. Lee. 
I noticed that Stonewall Jackson 
is coming down,” he told the 
media. “I wonder, is it George 
Washington next week?”

This reverence for history 
comes from a man who months 
earlier asked, “Why was there 
the Civil War? Why could that 
one not have been worked out?”

The story of how these mon-
uments came to be built reveals 

attempts to mark the southern 
landscape with Confederate 
monuments were made in the 
immediate aftermath of the 
American Civil War.

They did not take off 
until the 1890s—more than  
25 years later. Prominent white 
Southerners began a concerted 
campaign to rewrite the history 
of the conflict.

At the core of their “Lost 
Cause” mythology was an 
attempt to insist that the war 
had nothing to do with slavery.

Southern whites,  they 
insisted, had gone out to resist 
“northern aggression” and 
defend a philosophical princi-
ple—“states’ rights”, and not to 
uphold slavery.

This was a crass attempt to 
whitewash the recent past, of 
course. The defence of slavery 
had dominated every discussion 
in the run-up to war.

The “ordinances of seces-
sion” passed by slave state leg-
islatures when declaring for 
the Confederacy were adamant 
that their priority was preserv-
ing slavery. Top Confederate 
officials stated openly and often 
that slavery was the “corner-
stone” of the new republic they 
aimed to establish.  

T
HE t imel ine of 
C o n f e d e r a t e 
memorialisation 
speaks volumes 
about their moti-
vations. A study 

by the Southern Poverty Law 
Center found two dramatic 
peaks in monument building. 

One was at the high tide 
of segregation between 1890 
and 1925. Regional elites were 
confronting an insurgency that  
brought rural blacks and whites 
together to resist their domina-
tion by the “money power” and 
the market.

Organised paramilitary vio-
lence was one element in the 
assault on southern populism.

More widespread was the 
attempt to restore the “colour 
line” between black and white, 
and drive white dissenters back 
into submission.

Aging Confederate gener-
als were wheeled out to appeal 
for white unity with lectures 
on “the last great days of the 
Confederacy”.

The South took a sharp turn 
toward the formal system of 
racial segregation known as Jim 
Crow. Black voters were purged 
from voting lists and barred 
from public facilities.

The era saw a dramatic rise 
in lynching and other forms of 
racial violence. In this context 
Confederate monuments were 
aimed at reinforcing black 
subordination.

“These statues are not just 
stone and metal, [not] 
just innocent remem-
brances of a benign his-
tory,” one critic noted. 

They were clearly 
intended to sani-

tize the history 
of slavery—to 
present the 
Confederacy 
as a noble 

RACISM
MUST
FALL

The Confederate statues being brought 
down across the southern US states are  
monuments to slavery that were built 
to bolster white supremacy. They’ve 
got to go, argues historian Brian Kelly

Vile—Donald Trump A CONFEDERATE monument in Raleigh, Virginia, is vandalised by anti-racists

a lot about those who com-
missioned them—and those 
who defend them.

Many of those who insist 
that the monuments should 
stay are adamant that they 
are preserving 
“southern herit-
age”. But they 
were intended 
from the outset 
a s  m o n u -
ments to white 
supremacy. 

Very few 

The Confederate flag is a potent symbol for racists—and a target for anti-racist protests
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A study by the Southern Poverty Law Center found 
two dramatic peaks in monument building. 

One was from 1890 to 1925, as southern elites 
used racial segreagation to confront populism. 

The second was the civil rights era. Confederate 
flags became a symbol of white racists’ defiance.
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Faces of white supremacy—Confederate General Robert E Lee, 
the Ku Klux Klan and Charleston murderer Dylann Roof

Treasury of Great Recipes

Trotsky---leader who armed 
the workers’ movement 

Russian Revolutionary  
Leon Trotsky was at 
the forefront of the 
1917 Revolution—and 
developing Marxist 
ideas that helped the 
working class fight 

LEON TROTSKY was one of 
the key figures of the Russian 
Revolution, and a talented 
theoretician, writer, orator 
and revolutionary leader. 

His theoretical 
development of Marxism 
remains relevant today. 

The young Trotsky grew 
up Jewish in a deeply 
repressive, antisemitic regime 
and sought revolutionary 
change from an early age. 

During the 1905 revolution 
he was elected leader of the 
Petrograd Soviet (workers 
council) aged just 26. He 
saw first-hand the power of 
the soviet and declared it to 
be an embryonic workers’ 
government. He described 
the excitement of 1905. 
“Revolution appears as 
utter madness only to those 
who it sweeps aside and 
overthrows,” he wrote. 

“To us it was different. We 
were in our own element, 
albeit a very stormy one.” 

Trotsky used the 
experience to deepen his 
understanding of Marxism 
and helped develop the idea 
of “Permanent Revolution”. 

The theory insisted that 
workers, despite being a 
minority in Russia, would be 
the key force to overthrow 
the Tsar. He argued that 
Russia couldn’t be seen 
in isolation from global 
capitalism and that revolution 
could spread elsewhere. 

Mistake
Trotsky only joined the 
Bolshevik party in July 
1917—but said not joining 
earlier was the biggest 
mistake of his life. 

He understood that the 
situation in Russia was 
too unstable to continue 
with the Provisional 
Government which had 
replaced the Tsar after the 
February Revolution.  

The movement would 
have to continue to a socialist 
revolution or continue to 

be vulnerable to attacks. 
As leader of the 

Revolutionary Military 
Committee Trotsky played 
a decisive role October 
Revolution that saw 
workers seize power.

Trotsky convinced 
Bolshevik Vladimir Lenin 
that the soviets, not the 
Bolsheviks, should issue 
the call for insurrection. 

It was far from the bloody 
struggle for control that 
it is sometimes portrayed 
as. The revolution was 
almost bloodless as it had 
such mass support.

Shortly after October forces 

hostile to the revolution 
began to organise. 

Trotsky led the Red 
Army to victory against a 
counter-revolution from 
Russia’s old rulers and more 
than a dozen invading armies. 

He spent much of two 
years in an armoured 
train visiting the troops. 

Spreading
Trotsky understood that the 
success of the revolution 
depended on spreading 
it to other countries.

He played a key role in 
setting up the Communist 
International to bring 
together revolutionaries 
across the world to discuss 
strategy and tactics. 

Trotsky led the opposition 
to Joseph Stalin from within 
Russia, but was driven to 
exile after he was accused of 
being an agent of fascism. 

From exile, he resisted 
the rise of Hitler and worked 
on the theory of the united 
front, which analysed how 
revolutionaries should fight 
alongside reformists. 

Trotsky defended the 
Bolsheviks and the revolution 
of 1917 until the day he 
died. He described a “river 
of blood” between the 1917 
revolution and Stalinism. 

Most of Trotsky’s family 
was murdered or driven 
to suicide by Stalin and 
Trotsky was killed by an 
agent of Stalin while in 
exile in Mexico in 1940. 

He was killed because 
he was a living reminder of 
the potential for change. 
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution tinyurl.com/sw1917

LEON TROTSKY in Red Square, Moscow, 1918

1917 TIMELINE
8 Sept (21 Sept in the 
modern calendar)
lSailors of the Baltic Fleet 
declare that they will not 
recognise the authority of 
the Provisional Government
lOn 11 September the 
Black Sea fleet demands, 
“All power to the soviets”
lMeanwhile the Kiev Soviet 
votes in favour of a Soviet 
government by 130 to 66

Trotsky led the 
Red Army to 
victory against 
Russia’s old 
rulers
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Scottish councils’ equal pay delay shame 
by SARAH BATES

SOME 250 workers lob-
bied Glasgow City Council 
on Thursday of last week 
demanding they comply 
with equal pay legislation.

Glasgow council has over 
11,000 Single Status Agree-
ment (SSA) claims currently 
unresolved.

These arrangements are 
designed to remove historical 
discrimination which mean 
women earn less money.

Workers on low pay at the 
council have been fighting for 
12 years to receive the pay 
they are entitled to. 

Damning
The lobby took place after a 
damning new report released 
last week reveals Scottish 
councils are not complying 
with the SSA. 

The report, by public 
spending watchdog the 
Accounts Commission, exam-
ines how the 32 councils have 
responded to the SSA agree-
ments since 1999.

It shows how Scottish 
councils have taken 11 years 
to implement SSA. 

The Unison union won a 

legal battle against Glasgow 
council last month. Now the 
council may face a bill of up 
to £500 million. 

Unison represents 6,000 
of these workers and is cur-
rently in a legal fight to force 
the council to pay up. 

A Unison member at Glas-
gow City Council told Social-

ist Worker, “We’ve been 
fighting this for a decade. 

As the years have gone on, 
people have died or moved 
job—and some don’t know 
they’re entitled to lots of 
money.”

He added, “Glasgow coun-
cil needs a proper fair system 
of wages, they will have to 

show it’s not about levelling 
people down, it’s about level-
ling people up.”

The scandal of unequal pay 
was partly because work that 
was seen as “women’s work” 
tended to be on a lower pay 
grade than occupations that 
were traditionally done by 
men.

The downgrading of this 
work is a significant factor in 
the gender pay gap.  

But councils have been 
slow to act on pay claims—
there are almost 27,000 
pending or unresolved equal 
pay claims in Scotland. 

SSA was designed to unify 
pay grades across councils. 

It was an improvement on 
employment law because it 
considered how different jobs 
were similar in terms of skills, 
effort and decision-making.

Many workers received 
“compensation agreements” 
for their historically low pay. 

The cost of compensa-
tion agreements and set-
tling claims, along with legal 
fees, amounts to around  
£750 million.

Excuse
Nine out of ten these claims 
are from women. Councils 
tried to use SSA as an excuse 
to pay male workers less and 
for other cut backs.

Instead of cutting men’s 
pay, councils should increase 
women’s pay to match men’s. 

But the Accounts Commis-
sion report says, “There is 
limited evidence to demon-
strate that they fully costed 
this option.

“Ultimately the measures 
councils adopted kept men’s 
salaries higher than women 
performing equal roles.”

Glasgow Equal Pay Protest—
Pay Up Now! Thursday 21 
September 12:30pm, George 
Square G2 1DU. Called by 
Unison Glasgow City branch
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Can Corbyn 
defeat the 
‘powerful 
interests’? 
We need a wider social movement 
to truly transform society, writes 
Nick Clark

AFTER DECADES of competing 
with the Tories for the “centre 
ground”, it’s still astonishing that 
Labour has a leadership that 
talks seriously of radically trans-
forming society.

The general election this year 
shows the left wing polices of 
Jeremy Corbyn are more popular 
than ever. 

The Tories’ crisis adds to the 
sense that Corbyn could be the next 
prime minister.

That’s incredibly exciting—but it 
raises new challenges that the left 
has to be ready for.

Shadow chance l lo r  John 
McDonnell will speak to hundreds of 
people on “governing from the radi-
cal left” at the World Transformed 
festival in Brighton on Monday.

The session will tackle the crucial 
question, “What happens if Labour 
wins the next election?” 

A lot rests on what changes a left 
wing Labour government will try to 
make.

Limitations
Labour’s general election manifesto 
was a good starting point—but it 
had limitations imposed on it by 
the right and some union leaders. 
Labour could go much further with 
bold plans to transform society.

The renewal of Trident nuclear 
weapons divides the Parliamentary 
Labour Party. But instead of avoiding  
the argument in the interests of 
“party unity” Corbyn should try 
and win others to his position of  
scrapping Trident. 

Yet the more far-reaching 
reforms a left Labour government 
tries to make, the more it will face 
resistance from powerful, unelected 
forces determined to destroy it.

McDonnell will speak alongside 
Theano Fotiou, a Greek govern-
ment minister from Syriza, the party 
elected as an anti-austerity force in 
2015.

Syriza was elected to bring radi-
cal change to Greece. 

It tried to negotiate its way out 
of austerity with its powerful credi-
tors in the European Union and the 

Eurozone. Instead it collapsed into 
implementing even worse cuts.

Plenty of people on Labour’s left 
know the dangers.

Author Alex Nunns acknowl-
edges a Corbyn government would 
run up against “powerful interests”.

Defeating those forces would 
take a mass movement mobilised 
on the streets.

In fact, building that kind of move-
ment now is the most important job 
for anyone on the left who wants a 
radically transformed society.

What happened to Syriza shows 
that the bankers, the bosses, and the 
unelected state bureaucrats can’t be 
defeated through the institutions 
that prop up their system.

Their power isn’t just in parlia-
ment. It’s also in their ability to use 
their control of wealth and the state 
machinery to crush anyone who 
challenges them.

Our power depends on whether 
we have a movement in the streets 
and workplaces strong enough to 
take that control away from them.

That means building resistance 
that doesn’t just support a left wing 
government in parliament—but 
ultimately looks towards smashing 
that system entirely.

On other pages...
The new war on abortion 
 >>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
If Labour wins the next election, 
powerful and unelected forces 
will be out to undermine it
lIn 2015 a general said the army 
“could stage mutiny under Corbyn”
lAnd financial pressure will 
be brought to bear on a Labour 
government to play ball
lGreece’s Syriza party was 
elected in 2015 on the promise of 
putting an end to austerity
lIt has presided over a 
catastrophic drop in pensions 
and skyrocketing unemployment

CORBYN SPOKE to thousands at mass rallies during the election campaign Picture: Geoff Dexter

It takes more than just persuasive 
conversation to finish the Tories off
HOW LABOUR can get elected is 
still a live argument between the 
right wing of the Labour Party and 
Jeremy Corbyn’s supporters.

After the general election the 
right has made a show of accepting 
it was wrong. But it still argues 
that Labour has to move to the 
right again to pick up the votes it 
needs to win office.

This is a pessimistic and 
patronising view that sees most 
working class people as basically 
conservative. 

Fortunately most of the left has 
a more optimistic vision that 
says the best way for 
Labour to win is with a 
radical message.

Momentum has 
organised training 
sessions on having 
“persuasive 
conversations”—how  to 
win people to supporting 
Labour’s left wing policies.

Unlike the pessimists 
who think Labour can only 
win by adapting to right 
wing arguments, the left say 
it’s possible for people’s ideas 
to change.

Yet to understand why people 
change their ideas, you have to 

look beyond the conversations you 
have on the doorstep to the bigger 
changes in society.

People’s ideas about the world 
can be contradictory.

People can be angry at low 
wages, high rents or a lack of 
jobs, but also believe nothing can 
change. People can start to believe 
in and want radical change when 
something happens in society to 
make that seem possible.

Labour’s election campaign 
was successful because Corbyn 

was persuasive. But it 
was anger at years of 
austerity, the Tories’ 

crisis and the offer of an alternative 
that made radical change seem 
possible to millions of people.

Crucially, the mass rallies at the 
heart of Labour’s campaign gave 
it a sense of struggle that involved 
ordinary people fighting for that 
change themselves.

Convincing more people that 
change is possible means drawing 
them in to that battle and finding 
ways for them to fight the Tories.

Until recently not many 
people would have believed that 
McDonald’s workers could strike 
for £10 an hour, including the 
workers themselves.

And millions of public sector 
workers have put up with year 
after year of effective pay cuts.

Yet McDonald’s workers have 
struck—and public sector trade 
unionists are talking about fighting 
for a pay rise that beats inflation. 

The strength and energy in 
these movements can make 

people feel that winning a pay 
rise is realistic.

Now it’s up to everyone 
to build that struggle, 
and others like it, which 
convince people that 
change is possible—if we 
fight for it.

McDonald’s workers have shown there’s 
a mood to fight
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IN BRIEF 

Fight for our NHS 
march in Brighton 
HEALTH CAMPAIGNERS were 
set to march in Brighton this 
weekend on the eve of the 
Labour Party conference.

Speakers include shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell 
and Caroline Lucas MP.
lSun 24 Sept, assemble 11am, 
The Level, Brighton for march 
to Regency Square Gardens

Brum journos could 
strike against cuts 
NUJ UNION members at 
at the Birmingham Mail 
newspaper have passed a 
motion of no confidence in 
their editor—along with a 
threat to strike over cuts.

Cleaners ballot to 
move up a gear
TWO CLEANERS at Ferrari 
and Maserati dealerships in 
Kensington, west London, are 
expected to strike for a living 
wage. The workers are in the 
United Voices of the World 
union. They demand the 
London Living Wage of £9.75. 

If the ballot is successful 
an indefinite strike is set to 
begin on 9 October.

Walkout at Ritzy 
cinema over pay 
WORKERS AT Ritzy cinema in 
Brixton, south London, are set 
to walk out on Saturday. 

It marks one year since the 
beginning of the latest round 
of the Picturehouse cinema 
workers’ long-running dispute 
for the living wage.

Tug boats could pull 
off wave of action
TUG BOAT crews at naval 
ports could strike over 
pay after their Unite union 
announced a ballot.

The 350 workers have 
overwhelmingly rejected a 
pay deal of 1.8 percent for 
2016-17 and 2.2 percent 
for 2017-18 imposed by 
contractor Serco. If tug boats 
strike the Tories’ new aircraft 
carrier Queen Elizabeth will 
be unable to leave port.

Drivers at Co-op 
ballot over sackings  
SOME 345 Co-op drivers are 
voting in a consultative ballot 
for strikes over the sacking of 
disabled colleagues. They are 
members of the Unite union. 

Two disabled drivers have 
been sacked and Unite says a 
third faces a “similar fate”. 

The workers are based at 
the Co-op distribution centre 
in Thurrock Essex.

Arrests over arms 
fair protests
OVER 100 people were 
arrested for protesting 
outside the Defence Security 
Equipment International’s 
arms fair in London last week. 

Some of those arrested 
were set to appear in court 
this Wednesday. 

 Bus drivers in London   
 protest for their rights 
AROUND 100 London bus 
drivers and supporters rallied 
at City Hall last Thursday to 
present mayor Sadiq Khan 
with a ten point drivers’ bill of 
rights.

A London Assembly report, 
brought about by drivers’ 
campaigning, has exposed the 
shocking conditions they face.

Drivers work long shifts 
with constant hassle over the 
radio from under-pressure 
controllers. 

And they are forced to skip 
breaks and are denied toilet 
access.

Expect 
Driver and Unite union 
member Paul Ainsworth told 
Socialist Worker, “I turn up at 
work on time, but apparently 
it’s too much for me to expect 
to finish and go home on time.

“When you get on a bus, 
you don’t want a driver who’s 
tired, stressed and bursting for 
the toilet.”

The bill of rights demands a 

safe work schedule with proper 
rest breaks, clean and serviced 
toilet and rest facilities and the 
right to report safety issues.

Caroline Russell, one of the 
London Assembly members 
behind the report, said, “The 
fact that we’re in the 21st 
century and access to toilets 
is on a list of demands is 
unbelievable.”

It also warns that bosses 
shouldn’t make workers pay 
for these urgently needed 
improvements. 

“The slogan is, ‘Shorten the 

day but keep the pay’,” said 
Joanne Harris, a bus driver 
on Unite’s London regional 
committee.

The biggest cheers at the 
rally went to calls for London-
wide industrial action. 

Driver Steve O’Rourke said 
to applause, “Maybe it’s time 
we had a London-wide strike 
again. 

“Maybe it’s time we all went 
out on the picket lines until 
they listen to us on health and 
safety.”
lMore at bit.ly/2xg292r

DEFIANT PROTESTERS demand funding for South Yorkshire Women’s Aid  Picture: Neil terry

Train bosses face strikes 
at the end of the tunnel 
LONDON Underground 
drivers in the Aslef union 
have voted nine to one 
for strikes over working 
conditions. The first action is 
planned for 5 October.

Finn Brennan, Aslef’s 
organiser on London 
Underground, said Tube 
bosses had failed to deliver 
on commitments made to 
improve work-life balance 
as part of the 2015 pay 
settlement. 

nDRIVERS AND guards on 
Greater Anglia railways have 
voted overwhelmingly for 
strikes to defend safety. 

The RMT union members 
are fighting bosses’ plans 
to bring on driver only 
operation from 2020. 

nRMT AND TSSA union 
members on Scotrail have 
voted by a big majority for 
strikes against bosses’ plans 
to cut 22 CCTV observer jobs.

The workers at the Paisley 
and Dunfermline centre 
monitor CCTV feeds from 

thousands of cameras across 
Scotland’s rail network.

TSSA said last Friday 
that there had been a 
“climbdown” by Scotrail on 
the threat of redundancies. 

RMT insisted that progress 
has been made, but the 
dispute was still on. 

nCLEANERS ON Govia 
Thameslink Railway (GTR) 
and Southeastern trains plan 
to protest outside London 
City Hall on 12 October. 

The RMT union members 
are balloting for strikes over 
pay and conditions. They are 
fighting outsoucers Churchill 
at Southeastern and Wettons 
at GTR, which runs the 
Southern, Thameslink and 
Greater Northern rail links.   

Cleaners are demanding 
an end to outsourcing, a  
£10 an hour wage, better 
sick pay and holiday pay and 
travel passes. 

Their ballot was set to end 
this Thursday.  
lAssemble 9am, 12 Oct, 
London City Hall SE1 2AA

FIGHTING THE CUTS
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Only women’s aid centre in 
South Yorkshire may close
PROTESTERS demonstrated 
in Doncaster last Saturday 
against the planned closure 
of South Yorkshire’s only 
Women’s Aid centre.

Funding for the South 
Yorkshire Women’s Aid 
(SYWA) service is due to run 
out in December. 

The council was forced 
to give the service a small 
grant of £30,000 after 

protests earlier this year. 
But SYWA has been told that 
the council will provide no 
further funding.

Activists were preparing 
for a protest outside the 
council building on Thursday 
of this week.
lFollow @SaveWomensAid 
on Twitter and Women’s Lives 
Matter Doncaster on Facebook 
for updates

EDUCATION 

Funding formula fails test
SCHOOLS ACROSS England 
are set to suffer more cuts. 
Tory education secretary 
Justine Greening last week 
confirmed a £1.3 billion 
increase in funding between 
2018 and 2020. 

But it’s still a cut in 
real terms, accounting for 
inflation. Schools will get a 
0.5 percent per pupil rise 
from the next school year 
and a 1 percent rise from 
2019/20.

The RPI rate of inflation is 
currently 3.9 percent.

Greening is raiding other 
areas of the education 
budget to fund the “rises”.

On top of that Greening 
confirmed that the funding 
formula is “notional”. So 
councils facing cuts will still 
decide levels of funding for 
each school. 

The school cuts campaign 

said 90 percent of schools 
would still lose out. It has 
called a mass lobby in 
London on 24 October.
lGo to schoolcuts.org.uk for 
more on the campaign and  
bit.ly/2vcNaDi for more on the 
funding formula 

nNASUWT union members 
at Badock’s Wood Primary 
School in Bristol were set to 
strike this Wednesday.

Teachers plan a further 
a two-day strike from next 
Tuesday and a three-day 
strike from 3 October.

The headteacher had 
announced extra monitoring 
of staff. 

The NASUWT said 
teachers felt this was “getting 
in the way of teaching”.

Schools inspectorate 
Ofsted has put the school 
into special measures. 

OBITUARY
Steve Ludlam 
1951-2017
STEVE LUDLAM died last 
Tuesday after suffering from 
cancer. 

Steve dropped out of his 
Swedish degree course and 
became a porter at Moorfields 
Eye Hospital in London during 
the hospital ancillary workers 
strike of 1972.  

He joined the International 
Socialists (IS), forerunner of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

Steve used the wave of 
militancy to build a network 
of NHS shop stewards from 
the Nupe, Cohse and T&G 
unions.  He helped set up the 
Hospital Worker newspaper 
and an IS London NHS 
branch.

A small number of IS 

members, committed to 
building rank and file 
organisation, pulled off 
significant unofficial and 
official strikes. 

Organising around Hospital 
Worker, the rank and file 
group could act independently 
when union officials blocked 
action.  

Steve was central to 

Hospital Worker’s content 
and the wider rank and file 
movement of the 1970s.  

These strikes improved 
workers’ conditions and 
highlighted the issue of 
private beds in NHS hospitals 
and the poor state of hospital 
buildings. 

The discovery of asbestos 
at Moorfields led to a walkout 
under the slogan “The only 
good asbestos is blacked 
asbestos”. 

It highlighted the dangers 
of asbestos not generally 
accepted.

He is mourned by Julia, his 
sons, family and friends and 
by militants from the 70s who 
remember his clear strategies, 
boldness, political nous and 
sense of humour.
Ron Singer on behalf of 
IS hospital workers

RAIL AND TUBE WORKERS

Steve Ludlam 

Drivers deliver their petition to London mayor Sadiq Khan 
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CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

 Strikes spreading to  
 stop office closures
by NICK CLARK

PCS UNION members at 
Sheffield Eastern Avenue 
jobcentre have led the fight 
against office closures and 
job cuts in the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
(DWP).

They began a week-long 
strike on Monday—and have 
encouraged workers at other 
jobcentres to take action too.

Speaking to Socialist 
Worker on Monday, Eastern 
Avenue PCS rep Clare 
Goonan said  the picket line 
had been “brilliant”. 

“Only four people went in 
this morning, and they were 
non-union members,” she 
said.

Workers at a jobcentre in 
Portsmouth are getting ready 
to strike, while workers at 
another Sheffield jobcen-
tre are working to rule in 
support. 

Clare said, “Now we’re not 
the only ones taking action 
anymore, which is good.

“We’ve been asked to go 
down to Portsmouth to give 
them a bit of encouragement 
because they haven’t taken 
action before. 

“Various other offices are 
supporting us. 

“Sheffield are refusing to 
take on the work from our 
office when it’s closed and 
that’s having an effect. 

“Today there was a sign 
up before they opened 
saying they had to close at 
dinner time due to industrial 
action.”

Clare said managers had 
“turned it up a level, to put 
it politely”. 

They were set to announce 
the date for the office’s clo-
sure this week—and workers 
plan to strike once a week 

every month until the closure.
The action and support 

from other offices have 
boosted strikers. 

Confident
“It’s made people feel more 
confident,” Clare said. “They 
were beginning to feel that 
no one else was going out on 
strike. But now they feel that 
it’s not just them”.

She added, “The solidar-
ity of the members sticking 
together, spending more time 
together on the picket line, in 

a way it’s made them more of 
a team.”

Escalating the campaign 
nationally—with a national 
coordinated strikes across 
the DWP—can beat office 
closures.
lSupport the picket lines at  
19 Eastern Avenue, Sheffield  
S2 2FZ. Send messages of 
support to leeds@pcs.org.uk 
Make a donation to the fighting 
fund online or by cheque to 
PCS DWP Group, 3rd Floor, 
Town Centre House, Merrion 
Centre, Leeds LS2 8LY

Solidarity means defending the rights of EU nationals
by DAVE SEWELL

HUNDREDS OF people—
most of them European 
Union (EU) migrants—rallied 
in Trafalgar Square on 
Wednesday of last week.

They demanded that 
British and EU politicians 
guarantee the rights of EU 
migrants in Britain and 
British nationals in Europe.

The rally, along with 
lobbies of parliament and of 
EU officials, was organised 
by the 3 Million and British 
in Europe campaigns, and 
the Unison union.

Joan Pons, a nurse and 
Unison member, warned 
the crowd, “I’m here to stay 
and defend the NHS. But I’m 
afraid a lot of my European 
colleagues are already 
leaving.”

Elena Remigi, who co-
edited the book In Limbo 
documenting migrants’ 

fears around Brexit, said the 
rhetoric about EU migrants 
left many feeling like 
“unwelcome guests”.

Katia Widlak, a Unison 
official and 3 Million activist, 
was one of the organisers. 
“We came to Britain with 

certain rights,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “It’s not 
fair to change the rules of 
the game now.”

Many people brought 
EU flags or placards with 
pro-EU slogans. Some 
speakers represented pro-EU 

campaigns. Another was the 
boss of a money transfer 
company.

Yet Katia emphasised, 
“This is not about stopping 
Brexit. This is about 
protecting the rights of 
people who are here. That 
can happen, and it’s separate 
from the question of Brexit.”

Unions and the Labour 
Party must do more to 
defend migrants’ rights 
during and after Brexit.

Unison assistant general 
secretary Christina McAnea 
told the crowd, “This is a 
critical issue for the trade 
union movement—to make 
sure we’re at the forefront 
of defending workers 
wherever they come from.”

Katia agreed. “Trade 
unionism is about solidarity 
and unity,” she said. “It’s the 
employers who try to divide 
different groups of workers—
our job is to show them they 
are stronger together.”

EASTERN AVENUE strikers have won support                              Picture: Yorkshire and the humber Pcs

FRACKING

 ‘We have to stay mobilised 
against the fracking firms’  
AROUND 600 people 
protested against planned 
fracking in the Derbyshire 
village of Marsh Lane last 
Saturday.

Three loud and lively 
marches came from 
neighbouring villages of 
Eckington, Mosborough and 
Coal Aston. They converged in 
a field on Bramleymoor Lane 
where Ineos Upstream wants 
to drill an exploration well.

This could lead to 
fracking. More than 3,000 
people have objected to 
the planning application, 
activists report.

Ineos has been given 
the licence to frack across 
large areas of South 
Yorkshire, Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire. Local anti-
fracking campaigners have 
been active for months.

James Eaden, chair of 
Derbyshire TUC, said, “We 
have to stay mobilised and 
active as a movement. It will 
mean more marches, protests, 
lobbies, more discussions 
with friends, family and 

neighbours, more educating 
and putting the case.

“And yes, it will mean 
more direct action and 
getting in the face of Ineos.”

Ineos went to the High 
Court last week for a 
nationwide permanent 
injunction against protests, 
claiming they are dangerous.

But it’s fracking that is 
dangerous, creating public 
health risks in the local area 
and producing gas that fuels 
climate change.

A temporary injunction 
was renewed for two months.

There was also anger on 
the protest at North East 
Derbyshire district council for 
seeking a restraining order 
on the anti-fracking protest 
camp at nearby Clay Cross.

Other fracking protests 
took place last week at 
Runcorn in Cheshire, Preston 
New Road in Lancashire, 
Kirby Misperton in North 
Yorkshire and Leith Hill in 
Surrey. Shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell joined the 
Kirby Misperton protest.

BREXITBLOOD SCANDAL KINGSLEY BURRELL

SURVIVORS OF the 
contaminated blood scandal met 
with the Reverend James Jones 
last week to discuss a possible 
upcoming inquiry. Nearly  
80 attended the meeting. 

Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt brought Jones 
in after an outcry over the 
Department of Health’s (DoH) 
role in the inquiry.

The meeting unanimously 
agreed that Jones would write 
to Theresa May opposing 
DoH involvement except for 
providing evidence.

It also overwhelmingly 
agreed that Jones should write 
to May to state that an inquiry 
should be held under the 
2005 Inquiries Act. This would 
give it the power to compel 
witnesses to provide evidence.

Around 5,000 people were 
infected with Hepatitis C, 
Hepatitis B or HIV after being 
given infected blood or blood 
products during the 1970s and 
80s. 

Around 2,500 have died 
and others will die before an 
inquiry is completed. 

Those at the meeting stressed 
that the government must 
establish an inquiry quickly.

 Burrell cops’ 
trial begins
THE TRIAL of three police 
officers charged with perjury in 
relation to their account of the 
death of Kingsley Burrell began 
last week. 

Kingsley died from brain 
damage following prolonged 
restraint in March 2011.

Paul Adey, Mark Fannon, 
and Paul Greenfield are alleged 
to have lied to a 2015 inquest 
into the death of Kingsley. 

They claimed to have 
not seen coverings around 
his head when they moved 
Kingsley from an A&E ward to 
Birmingham’s Oleaster mental 
health unit. Multiple witnesses 
described seeing Kingsley’s 
head covered in fabric.

Prosecutor Michael Burrows 
QC told the court, “Quite 
simply, we say that these 
police officers have lied in their 
accounts about that.” The three 
cops are also charged with 
perverting the course of justice.

They deny the charges. The 
trial continues.

On the march last Saturday  

Protesting in Trafalgar Square                                    Picture: SocialiSt Worker 
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POST WORKERS at Wisbech delivery office in Cambridgeshire are voting Yes  Picture: cWu eastern no 5

  ‘WE WILL RESIST  
 BOSSES’ BRIBES’
by NICK CLARK

POSTAL WORKERS are 
working hard to deliver a 
thumping vote for nation-
wide strikes to defend 
their pensions, pay and 
conditions from Royal Mail 
bosses.

Members of the CWU 
union have started receiving 
ballot papers asking if they’re 
prepared to strike.  

All signs point towards a 
big Yes vote—despite bosses’ 
attempts to scare and buy off 
workers.

CWU members are fight-
ing plans laid out by senior 
management to slash their 
pensions and introduce worse 
working conditions.

Workers at several Royal 
Mail offices have already 
posted pictures of themselves 
on social media queuing up 
to post their yes votes. 

And the CWU was set to 
drive the message home with 
a national “get the vote out 
day” on Wednesday of this 
week.

It comes after a day of 
huge national gate meetings 
last week, which saw thou-
sands of workers gather at 

their workplaces to launch 
the ballot.

Royal Mail bosses are 
clearly rattled by the scale 
of the opposition to their 
planned attacks. They have 
pleaded with workers not 
to vote in the ballot for 
another week, claiming a big 
announcement is on the way.

Suspect
CWU deputy general sec-
retary Terry Pullinger said, 
“We suspect that some of the 
stuff they’re going to come 
out with is in relation to the 
pensions.”

Bosses are currently plan-
ning to scrap postal workers’ 
defined benefits pensions 
scheme and replace it with 
a worse defined contribution 
scheme. 

This would mean less 
money is paid into workers’ 
pension scheme through-
out their careers. And the 
amount paid out would 
depend on how well bosses 
have invested the pensions in 
the stock market casino.

The CWU is calling for a 
single “wage in retirement” 
scheme for all workers.

But Pullinger said he 
expects the bosses to  offer 

some a better deal than 
others.

“What they are going to 
try and do is split us as a 
workforce, something we are 
determined not to do,” he 
said.

Bosses have already tried 
to derail the vote by offering 
a poor improvement on their 
already insulting pay offer. 

They said they would 
give workers a £350 lump 
sum—up from a previ-
ous £250—followed by 

below-inflation pay increases 
of 1.5 percent from 2018.

But even that would 
require the CWU to agree to 
bosses’ plans to reorganise 
Royal Mail’s delivery model. 

These include moving 
delivery times later in the 
afternoon—a step towards a 
part-time, casual workforce.

They also want to introduce 
“self-management,” where 
“teams” of workers organise 
sick cover and holiday leave 
between themselves.

Infuriate
Royal Mail workers see 
through the attacks—and 
bosses’ attempts to stop them 
voting yes just infuriate them 
more.

Royal Mail directors have 
even visited offices them-
selves to make the case for a 
No vote.

But as Mark Dolan, a CWU 
rep from north London told 
Socialist Worker, “Everything 
Royal Mail does is just doing 
our work for us.

“The meetings with direc-
tors coming in are better than 
any meeting I could have 
done. 

“The members are giving 
them a hard time and they’re 

being sent away with their 
tails between their legs.”

And Paul Garraway, a rep 
in Oxford, said, “They’re roll-
ing these bigwigs in, sending 
them out to the offices to 
read the script and tell eve-
ryone to vote No. 

“They say what a good job 
it is and how we can’t afford 
to go out on strike. But as 
soon as they start getting 
questions from the floor they 
can’t answer them.”

Yet Royal Mail bosses are 
still determined to force their 
attacks through. 

Paul said, “Royal Mail 
management are serious. It’s 
not going to be that we all 
vote yes and they collapse. 

“They’re coming for every-
thing. And if we get battered 
that’s exactly what they’re 
going to take.”

It will take more than a big 
Yes vote to make Royal Mail 
bosses back down. The cam-
paign must be followed by 
serious, hard-hitting strikes. 
Action must continue until 
there’s a victory, not just talks.

On other pages
Pay claims put pressure 
on Tories >>Pages 4&5

Queuing up to vote yes in Warrington  Picture: cWu

All signs point 
to a big yes 
vote. It must 
be followed by 
serious strikes

‘‘ 
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