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 MUST
 FALL
 MARCH IN MANCHESTER, 1 OCT 
ANTI-RACISM

Charity pulls working with 
Football Lads Alliance
THE FOOTBALL Lads Alliance (FLA) is 
in trouble after a major charity pulled 
out of working with it last week. 

Even FLA founder, John Meighan, 
had to admit that racists were getting 
involved in the organisation.
>>Pages 10&11

INDEPENDENCE

Catalonia defies the 
Spanish state 
THE SPANISH state is facing a 
deep political crisis as it tries to 
stop an independence vote.

There have been mass demonstrations 
as Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy is 
trying to quash the movement.
>>Page 3

TRADE UNIONS

Public sector workers gear 
up for fight over pay cap
WORKPLACE MEETINGS and 
demonstrations are heralding the start 
of a new push in the fight for pay.

And union leaders are talking about 
action. Mark Serwotka said, “There’s 
potential for three million workers to strike.”
>>Page 20

Support for Corbyn 
at Labour conference

Right routed as delegates cheer on the left 
 >>Pages 4&5

Shock and anger as racist AfD wins more than 
90 seats in parliament  >>Page 8

Thousands protest against 
the far right in Germany
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  Couch potato vermin in  
 ermine ‘nothing to say’
SO-CALLED “couch 
potato peers” are raking 
in millions of pounds 
in “expenses”. And 
the amount they are 
grabbing is going up. 

Over a third of peers 
spoke in the House 
of Lords five times or 
fewer in 2016-17. 

Yet the Electoral Reform 
Society (ERS) found 
they had claimed over 
£4 million in expenses.

The total 
spent on Lords’ 
allowances and 
expenses in 
2016-17 was 
£21,777,168.

That’s a 20 
percent rise on 
the figure the 
year before. 

Nearly 4 percent of 
the 798 peers hadn’t 
spoken or voted at all. 

Yet all can claim an 
attendance allowance 
of up to £300 for 
every day that the 
House of Lords sits.

Darren Hughes from the 
ERS said, “There appears 
to be a growing ‘something 
for nothing’ culture in 
our upper House.”

But the Lords hit 
back saying 
the “narrow 
focus on spoken 
contributions” 
ignored all the 
other really 
vital work they 
carry out.

Whatever 
that is. 

  Tories refuse to pay for work  
 to stop repeat of Grenfell fire 
THE TORIES are ham-
pering efforts to prevent 
a similar tragedy to the 
Grenfell Tower fire from 
happening in the future. 

They are refusing to pro-
vide funding to councils up 
and down Britain to install 
fire safety measures. 

Housing minister Alok 
Sharma  tu rned  down 
Nottingham city council’s 
request for £6 million to 
install sprinkler systems in 
its 13 tower blocks. 

He claimed the work was 
“additional not essential”.

Croydon council has also 
requested £10 million to 
retrofit sprinkler systems in  
26 blocks. The government 
has yet to respond.

A leaked government 
document said, “It is likely 
that undertaking a major 
programme of repair and 
replacement of cladding 

using existing techniques will 
take years to complete.” 

The Tories were quick to 
respond to the threat of fire 
at parliament though. 

A £118 million budget to 
install fire safety measures 
across the parliamentary 
estate over eight years was 
approved last week.

And instead of standing 
up and demanding fund-
ing from the Tories, coun-
cils are looking elsewhere. 
In Wandsworth, south west 
London, the council has said 
£24 million of fire safety work 
will come from leaseholders’ 
service charges at a cost of up 
to £4,000 per home. 

This means that private 
renters of former council 
homes could end up footing 
the bill if the costs are passed 
on to them. 

Four of every ten prop-
erties sold under the right 
to buy scheme begun by 
Margaret Thatcher and con-
tinued by New Labour are 
now being rented out pri-
vately by landlords.

Hundreds of privately-
owned tower blocks have 
A lumin ium Compos i t e 
Material (ACM) cladding 
on them. In Glasgow over 
50 privately-owned tower 
blocks have been found to 
have ACM. 

The Tories have employed 
t h e  M a n u f a c t u r i n g 
Technology Centre to inves-
tigate methods of removing 
the cladding―and have given 
them just £250,000 to carry 
out the work.

l THE MP behind a Tory 
festival has admitted it has 

been a flop. George Freeman 
organised the right wing 
glamping trip, He conceded 
his Big Tent Ideas Festival 
looked “a bit blokey and a bit 
nerdy.” Talks such as “Causes 
Of Millennial Disengagement” 
just didn’t draw the crowds.

lDRONES BOUGHT for the British Army 
at a cost of more than £15 million are 

unable to fly when it rains. The Desert 
Hawk III drones were bought in 2007. But 
rainfall blocks key instruments, causing 
them to crash.  
   A private firm has been hired to 
fly other drones during some army 
exercises because the Desert Hawk 
drones cannot be relied on. 

Posho’s horror at lack 
of old books in school 
TOP PUBLIC schools, 
including Eton and 
Marlborough, have 
been accused of 
“shutting children 
out of their literary 
heritage” by failing to 
teach the classics.

Amanda Foreman was 
“horrified” to discover 
that her daughter “had 
not read a single 18th 
or 19th-century novel” 
at her private school.

Foreman, 
who lives in 
America, has 
five children—
all educated 
privately 
in Britain. 
“Kids are 
leaving school 
shut out 

from their literary 
heritage,” she said. 

“It is so cruel.”
State-educated 

children study at least 
one 19th-century novel 
and a Shakespeare play 
thanks to Troublemaker 
regular Michael Gove.

But the iGCSE is 
popular in private 
schools as it includes 
the option to study 
only modern books. 

Universities 
have to give 
children 
“remedial” 
reading lists 
said Foreman, 
author of 
Georgiana, 
Duchess of 
Devonshire. 
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘The invasion of 
Europe’
Odious Daily Mail columnist 
Richard Littlejohn on refugees 
coming to Britain

‘They will never 
be going on my 
feet’
Sam Purdie, who bought a pair 
of slippers on Amazon which 
appeared to have swastikas on 
the soles

‘I’m married so 
I don’t have that 
problem’
BlackRock Investment Institute 
boss Ewen Cameron Watt 
on why he doesn’t do the 
shopping

‘Torquay is lovely 
at this time of 
year’
Ukip’s interim leader  
Steve Crowther entices 
members to Ukip conference

‘It would be an 
unfair burden for 
any child’
Nigel Farage on news that no 
child in England and Wales was 
named Nigel last year. There 
were 18 Corbyns

‘Fondness for 
frugality’
The Daily Mail on the queen

‘Cat-like, her 
elliptic eyes 
closing slightly 
as though with 
creamy pleasure’
Mail columnist Quentin Letts 
on Melania Trump

The Desert Hawk lll on a sunny day

ALL RISE

Tories don’t 
give to charity
PLANS TO build a 
memorial to Margaret 
Thatcher in her 
Lincolnshire birthplace are 
in trouble.

The Margaret Thatcher 
Heritage Centre hoped 
that a museum would be 
based in a “modern”and 
“iconic” new building in 
Grantham. 

Yet accounts lodged at 
the Charity Commission 
show the project has so 
far received only £3,000 
in four years. Just over 
£1,000 has already been 
spent on marketing and 
accountants’ fees. 

The charity notes sadly, 
“The main risk to the 
charity establishing its 
objects is the ability to 
raise adequate funding.”

GRENFELL TOWER

The Lords

Mail scared of 
feminist dogma 
THE DAILY Mail ramped 
up anti-choice rhetoric 
last week. Its front page 
last Friday was headlined, 
“650 doctors rebel over 
abortion on demand”.

The Royal College 
of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists (RCOG) 
voted to back the 
decriminalisation of 
abortion. 

The Mail complained 
that this would “open the 
door to terminations ‘for 
any reason’ way beyond 
the 24-week limit”. 

Why women shouldn’t 
have the right to control 
their own bodies wasn’t 
made clear. 

Although a piece 
headed, “This is about 
feminist dogma” hinted at 
the Mail’s reason.

120% 
rise in the number of 
junior doctor vacancies 
in the NHS between 2013 
and 2016

68% 
rise in enforcement 
actions taken out against 
care homes and home 
helps in 2016/17

Amanda Foreman



IN BRIEF
Stripping state 
school funding
OVER A third of state schools 
in England are operating with 
a cash deficit. The figure was 
revealed in an answer to a 
parliamentary question on 
school finances.

Government figures show 
that over 9,400 schools were 
in deficit in 2015-16. Nearly 
4,000 had been in deficit for 
two years, and nearly 1,600 
for three years. 

This means massive 
pressure for cuts. 

The Tories plan further 
cuts that will see 88 percent 
of schools lose out.

Children’s care 
for the chop
PROPOSALS TO cut costs in 
the NHS will target children’s 
care. The campaign group  
38 Degrees obtained the 
plans under a Freedom of 
Information request.

They show that South 
Gloucestershire clinical 
commissioning group has 
listed cancer diagnostics and 
continuing care for children 
with complex needs for 
proposed savings.

Food supplies 
under threat
THE WORLD’S food supply is 
under threat from the sixth 
mass extinction of global 
wildlife, according to a report 
released on Tuesday.

Biodiversity International 
said that “huge proportions 
of the plant and animal 
species that form the 
foundation of our food 
supply” are endangered.

Three quarters of the 
world’s food comes from 12 
crops and five animal species. 
Yet governments refuse to act 
to tackle climate change and 
protect the planet.

 Catalan movement rocks  
 Spanish state to its core
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE SPANISH government is 
facing a deep political crisis 
as people in Catalonia defy its 
attempts to crush a referendum 
on independence.

The referendum is due to take 
place on Sunday. Tens of thousands 
of people took part in demonstrations 
last Sunday. Activists started distrib-
uting ballot papers, handing out one 
million in a day.

The Tory government of the 
Spanish state, headed by prime min-
ister Mariano Rajoy, is gambling that 
its hard line against allowing a refer-
endum will play well in other parts 
of Spain. 

It was Rajoy’s party that in 2010 
blocked in court a deal agreed by the 
parliaments in Madrid and Barcelona 
to implement further autonomy.  

Last week the paramilitary Civil 
Guard seized ten million ballot 
papers, and around 1.5 million pro-
referendum leaflets, posters and 
printing materials. 

The Spanish ministry of finance 
blocked all bank accounts held by the 
Catalan government. 

The Constitutional Court has 
announced that 24 referendum 
organisers will be fined up to £10,700 
a day until they abandon prepara-
tions for the vote.

Independence
Police have also tried to raid the 
offices of the anti-capitalist, pro-inde-
pendence Popular Unity Candidacy 
(CUP) party.

But the response has been huge.
Hundreds of thousands of people 

have taken to the streets of Barcelona 
against the state crackdown and 
for the right to vote. Thousands of 
people stopped police occupying the 
CUP offices and forced riot police to 
retreat.

Maria Dantas, an activist taking 

part in the movement, told Socialist 
Worker, “The pace of the resistance is 
tremendous. Every day we go out on 
the streets to paste posters and hand 
out flyers.”

Dockers in Barcelona decided at a 
mass meeting not to work on ships 
brought in to house officers and vehi-
cles from the Spanish National Police 
and the Civil Guard.

Dockers in Tarragona have also 
said they will not work on police 
ships. 

The Catalan CGT, a trade union 
grouping of some tens of thousands, 
released a statement. “After discus-
sions with other unions, we have sub-
mitted the call for a general strike 
starting on 3 October,” it said. 

Other, bigger, union groups are 

also considering action. Students 
occupied Barcelona university last 
Saturday. 

Jordi Vives, a spokesperson, said, 
“We are showing that as students we 
have a part to play.”

Last week Rajoy seemed ready to 
implement Article 155 of the consti-
tution to suspend Catalan home rule. 

But at the beginning of this week 
he had not done so, perhaps wary 
of defeat. Rajoy and his allies do not 
have a majority in parliament. But the 
Labour-type Socialist Party agreed 
after the last elections not to bring 
them down. This is what lets Rajoy 
attack Catalan democratic rights. 

The Socialist Party now demands 
the referendum is called off.

It’s right to fight for democratic 

rights. And doing it through mass 
protests and strikes can flow over 
into a wider struggle against the 
minority government and its auster-
ity programme.

Quim Arrufat from the CUP spoke 
by phone to a 100-strong meeting 
in solidarity with Catalonia held in 
London last week. 

“We will vote on 1 October and 
by voting we will say no to Rajoy’s 
regime,” he said. “This is about peo-
ple’s power. We want to take control 
from the regime, the banks and the 
army.”

AN OCCUPATION at the University of Barcelona (above) has taken inspiration from the huge movement 
against the Spanish state’s crackdown

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  Capitalism’s nuclear 
fallout
bit.ly/2wTuwA2

2  Join the revolt against 
the pay cap
bit.ly/2hwGyNF

3 Germany shifts right 
bit.ly/2xtD3y5

4 We investigate the 
Football Lads Alliance
bit.ly/2xtowCu

5 May’s Brexit mess 
creates Tory crisis 
bit.ly/2xIWLpj

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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Brexit fudge rocks Brighton
THE DEBATE over 
Brexit was missing at 
conference.

Labour Party 
members—including 
supporters of left 
wing leader Jeremy 
Corbyn—voted not 
to have a debate on 
Brexit. 

It meant an 
important motion on 
defending freedom 
of movement for 
migrants from the 
European Union (EU) 
was not heard. The 
vote also blocked right 
wing attempts to tie 
Labour to defending 
the pro-big business 
single market.

Many right wing 
Labour MPs back 

the single market 
because it instructs 
governments to run 
market economies 
with open competition 
and privatisation.

Others back leaving 
because they want 
more immigration 
controls that make 
it harder for EU 
nationals to live in 
Britain.

Migrants
Both positions are 
rotten. The left needs 
to take its own clear 
position to leave the 
single market and to 
defend the rights of 
all migrants. 

Yet the left is also 
divided over freedom 

of movement. 
Eddie Dempsey of 
the RMT union’s 
national executive 
committee claimed 
migrant workers were 
a “reserve army of 
labour” used to drive 
down wages.

But writer Maya 
Goodfellow pointed to 
struggles by migrant 
workers at Soas 
university to raise 
wages. She added, 
“You don’t shift the 
debate by conceding 
ground to the right. 

“We have to stand 
against that. That’s 
what you have to do if 
you want to be a truly 
radical, transformative 
government.”

Labour right sulks and skulks
THE LABOUR right 
were sulking at 
conference.

The Labour First 
faction organised a 
meeting in a hotel 
basement.

Richard Angell, 
director of the hard 
right Progress faction, 
said, “We’re in a 

position of weakness 
at the moment. 
There’s a new 
establishment in the 
party.”

MP Chris Leslie 
launched a rant 
about “the dangers of 
Marxism”.

“You may come 
across it in your 

Constituency Labour 
Parties,” he raved. 
“We have to hold 
our ground to make 
sure Marxism never 
succeeds. 

“It has no place in 
the modern Labour 
Party.”

It’s Leslie whose 
ideas are outdated.

Corbyn continues to elicit 
energy and enthusiasm
JEREMY Corbyn 
spoke to thousands 
of people at a park in 
Brighton on Saturday 
evening. There was a 
celebratory, festival 
atmosphere as crowds 
gathered an hour 
before he started 
speaking.

Corbyn said, “The 
election showed 
us something very 
special about this 
country. Remember 
all those experts that 
gathered around the 
late night discussion 
tables and every 
morning radio show to 
write us off.

“We didn’t let them 
take away the hopes of 
so many people with 
their meanness, their 
nastiness and their 
austerity-led politics. 

“We showed we had 
the strength outside 
parliament to change 
things.”

Corbyn encouraged 
all of his supporters 
to keep fighting to get 
the Tories out.

“You don’t achieve 
change just in those 
frenetic few days 
during a general 
election,” he said. 

“Together— 
together—we can, and 
will, do it”.

Health worker 
Emma told Socialist 
Worker, “I’m super 
excited about Labour. 
I work in the NHS so 
it’s really important 
for me that we get the 
Tories out.

“I got really involved 
in the general election. 
I was out canvassing 
in all weathers.

“People have to 
keep getting involved. 
During the general 
election we felt a real 
sense of purpose—
there was a clear 

target with a deadline. 
It’s harder to stay 
involved day-to-day 
but we have to keep 
that up.”

Sussex university 
student Kirsty told 
Socialist Worker, “We 
heard about this rally 
twenty minutes ago 
and ran to get here. 
Corbyn gives people 
hope—that’s the most 
important thing that 
we have to keep up.”

Her friend Georgia 
said, “Corbyn’s 
different. He wants to 
change politics—and 
he wants people to be 
involved.”

At The World Transformed fringe conference in Brighton
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Support for
Corbyn and 
Labour left   
dominates 
conference 
by NICK CLARK in Brighton

FOR THE first time since Jeremy 
Corbyn was elected leader, the 
left was in complete control of 
Labour’s conference. 

In Brighton this week delegates 
cheered pro-Corbyn speeches and 
enthusiastically supported radical 
policies. 

It was also a huge boost to see 
thousands of people, many of 
them young, gather for the World 
Transformed. The festival was 
organised alongside the confer-
ence by Labour left group group 
Momentum.

Corbyn and shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell put forward bold 
plans.

McDonnell won loud applause 
as he attacked the wasteful Private 
Finance Initiatives (PFI) that suck 
money from public services to pri-
vate firms. 

“Over the next few decades, 
nearly £200 billion is scheduled to 
be paid out of public sector budgets 
in PFI deals,” he said. 

“In the NHS alone, £831 million 
in pre-tax profits have been made 
over the past six years.”

He told delegates, “As early as 
2002 this conference regretted the 
use of PFI. We will go further—we’ll 
bring existing PFI contracts back 
in-house.”

Control
He also said, “Building an economy 
for the many means bringing owner-
ship and control of the utilities and 
key services into the hands of people 
who use and work in them. 

“Rail, water, energy, Royal Mail— 
we’re taking them back.”

Earlier delegates and McDonnell 
applauded a speech by Unison union 
leader Dave Prentis. 

He said scrapping the pay cap is 
“not enough” and there needed to 
be above inflation pay rises for all 
public sector workers. 

“So this fight starts now,” he 
added. 

“And if the time comes to strike 
I want to see all of you campaign-
ing with us and on our picket lines.” 

But the detail of what Labour plans 
is less certain. An accompanying 
press release about the PFI policy 
said Labour would review PFI con-
tracts and only take them back “if 
necessary”.

Seeking to explain the apparent 
contradiction on television the next 
morning, shadow health secretary 
Jon Ashworth said it was a “compli-
cated” process.

Prudent 
He told BBC Breakfast that 
McDonnell “was very clear we have 
to review these contracts, we have to 
do what is in the interests of prudent 
management of the finances.” 

Ashworth then claimed that only 
a “handful” of PFI contracts were 
causing problems for the NHS and 
said the review would not happen 
“overnight”.

That’s not enough. All the pri-
vatisers need to be driven out of 
the NHS, schools and other public 
services.

On pay, Corbyn told the BBC that 
public sector workers should have 
a “reasonable rise”. And he refused 
to back the unions’ demands for a  
5 percent rise.

The left wing policies from 
Labour’s leaders are a boost to 
the whole working class move-
ment. They can help to encourage 
resistance.  

That’s why we want Corbyn in 
Downing Street. But there must be 
no backsliding on change.

READ MORE
For full coverage of Labour Party 
conference, go to  
socialistworker.co.uk

DESPITE PRESENTING a more “professional” front, Corbyn keeps drawing big crowds in street meetings 

Walking the path of least resistance 
will lead to trouble down the road
SHADOW CHANCELLOR John 
McDonnell told a fringe meeting 
that a Labour government 
would be ready to face down 
bankers and bosses’ attempts to 
undermine it. 

Speaking to hundreds of 
left wing Labour supporters, 
McDonnell said Labour 
would have to build mass 
support against an “assault” 
from bankers, the media and 
parliament. 

But he also suggested that 
Labour would have to make 
concessions and accommodate to 
bosses in order to survive.  

McDonnell was speaking at a 
discussion on Governing from 
the Radical Left at the World 
Transformed festival. 

When previous Labour 
governments have tried to 
implement radical policies 
capitalists have tried to cripple 
governments through measures 
such as refusing to invest.

McDonnell said Labour can 
“build up the sort of support that 
will ensure that kind of assault is 
not even contemplated”.

But McDonnell also said 
Labour would try to convince 
capitalists that they could trust 
the party to run the economy.

Referring to Labour’s pledge 
to increase taxes on the rich 
he said, “They don’t like our 
tax plan—but they do like our 
investment plan.”

Execute
Economist and journalist Paul 
Mason argued Labour shouldn’t 
“go for everything in the 
manifesto at once”.

Instead Mason said Labour 
had to “execute a transition” that 
involved finding out what changes 
capitalists would accept. 

He also said Labour should 
shy away from banning nuclear 
weapons. He even said it would 
be right for Labour to “make 
compromises and retreat”.

This was the disastrous 
approach of the Syriza 
government in Greece in 2015.

It was elected to end austerity 
in Greece. Its attempt to negotiate 
with the European Central Bank 
and the International Monetary 

Fund ended with Syriza forcing 
through even harsher austerity 
than its Tory predecessors.

Syriza politician Theano Fotiou 
told the meeting her government 
had “faced so many obstacles” 
and that “it’s a miracle we’re still 
alive”.

Syriza is a warning to the left in 
other countries—not an example 
to copy. The lesson is that 
radical left governments have to 
confront capitalists  
head-on.

McDonnell used part of
his speech to appeal to 
bosses. “They do like
our investment plan,” 
he said

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

DON’T JUST SAVOUR THE 
TORY CRISIS---ORGANISE

A
FTER decades of right 
wing ideas dominating 
political debate in 
Britain, the left feels 
more confident. 

Everyone will be cheered 
by Jeremy Corbyn’s pledge at 
the Labour Party conference in 
Brighton this week to bring in left 
wing policies if Labour take office.  

The leader of the main 
opposition party is not afraid of 
talking about radical change.  

And at The World Transformed 
fringe festival, run by Labour left 
group Momentum, thousands 
came to discuss socialist ideas.

There’s a sense that seven years 
of Tory rule could finally end. 

But not a day goes by without 
Theresa May’s government 
planning another vicious attack on 
working class people. 

The Tories now want banks 
to carry out checks to try and 
uncover “illegal” migrants. They 
hope this will round up 6,000 
people in the first year.

But May knows that her cabinet 
and party are deeply divided—and 
not just on Brexit. 

What we do next matters. 
Many trade unionists are 

organising against the public 
sector pay cap. 

A TUC lobby and rally over pay 
in London on 17 October can be 
a focal point for the struggle. 

Activists will march on the 
Tories in Manchester this Sunday.  
It will be an important opportunity 
to build opposition to them. 

And as the Tories seek to divide 
us through racism, particularly 
Islamophobia, everyone should 
join the Stand Up To Racism 
conference on 21 October.

But the Tories will not fall 
through their own internal 
contradictions—and there is 
nothing inevitable about a Labour 
government. 

To drive out May and the Tories 
will take a serious fight outside 
parliament. 

That means more than just 
helping Labour get ready for a 
general election that hasn’t been 
called. 

Activists have to use the 
enthusiasm generated by Corbyn’s 
radical message to build the 
fightback in workplaces, campuses 
and the streets.

The surge for Corbyn and 
Labour has lifted many people’s 
sights. 

For instance, many workers 
have shifted from wanting a real 
terms pay rise to thinking that 
one is possible.

Several union leaders have 
talked tough over pay and have 
raised the possibility of industrial 
action. 

They should now match those 
words up with action. 

A serious campaign of strikes 
could break the Tories. 

As shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell told a union meeting 
last week, “Demonstrations 
and marches are important, but 
the only thing they listen to is 
industrial action.

“Coordinated action is the way 
to win.”

The left has a spring in its 
step—it’s time to use it to give 
the Tories a kicking. 

LET THE REFUGEES IN
THE REFUGEE crisis has not 

gone away—if anything it is 
getting worse.

In the last month hundreds of 
thousands of Rohingya Muslims 
in Myanmar have been forced to 
cross the Bangladesh border to 
escape conflict. 

It’s almost a year since the 
French state destroyed the Calais 
camp with riot police and tear gas. 

But refugees continue to sleep 
rough in the local area and some 
have moved to bigger cities. 

Last week police forced 

hundreds of refugees out of 
makeshift camps in Grande-
Synthe and Norrent-Fontes near 
Calais.

Some refugees were moved to 
“accommodation centres” all over 
France. But this is not a solution.

The Tories are still refusing to 
admit unaccompanied refugee 
children into Britain under the 
Dubs Amendment.

Donald Trump is expected to 
announce to Congress that he 
will lower the number of refugees 
allowed into the US next year. 

The refugee crisis shows 
the human cost of immigration 
controls. People are living in 
unsafe, appalling conditions with 
the weather set to get worse as 
winter draws near.

People often flee because of 
war, poverty and persecution—
and years of imperialist 
intervention is largely to blame.

Refugees should not be left 
to die in makeshift camps and 
scapegoated in the mainstream 
media. Open the borders and let 
refugees live where they choose. 

To drive out May 
will take a 
serious fight 
outside 
parliament

‘‘ 
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TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

 May’s Brexit blues  
 make Tories weaker
THERESA MAY’S woes deepened after she returned 
from giving a speech about Brexit in Italy last week. 
The Sunday Times claimed her “loyal” chancellor Philip 
Hammond had planned to give her the boot after the 
Tories’ disastrous general election performance. 

The revelations are in a forthcoming book by the 
newspaper’s political editor, Tim Shipman.

On 9 June with news of Labour’s gains still coming in at 
4am, Hammond messaged foreign secretary Boris Johnson 
saying he would back him for the leadership. The plot to 
oust May involved the most high-profile cabinet ministers—
Hammond, Johnson, Brexit secretary David Davis and home 
secretary Amber Rudd. 

A Hammond ally said, “Davis could run Brexit, Hammond 
could run the economy and Boris could run the shop”.

The plans quickly unravelled as Davis, with leadership 
aspirations of his own, couldn’t stomach standing aside 
for old rival Johnson. The threat to May subsided, but the 
infighting that scuppered it is still causing problems for her.  

Even if Johnson isn’t prime minister, his friends say he’s 
writing the prime minister’s speeches.

In Italy May said that the British government would ask 
the EU for a two-year “transition period” with full access to 
the single market. According to Johnson allies, he stopped 
May from going for a five-year transition and Norway-style 
arrangement afterwards. 

Norway, which is not an EU member, has access to the 
single market—and has to accept its free market rules. 

Davis and Hammond teamed up to deny Johnson had 
anything to do with May’s speech. 

As “hard Brexiteers”, Davis and Johnson should be allies 
against “soft Brexiteer” Hammond. But bitter rivalries have 
combined with deeper splits within the Tories, who are 
partly torn between the demands of bigotry and big business. 

Their friends in the City of London and big business are in 
favour of remaining in the EU’s neoliberal single market. Its 
free market rules protect their profits against “interference” 
by left wing governments or trade unions.

As chancellor, Hammond is more sympathetic to capital’s 
concerns. 

Chasing
But the Tories are also desperately chasing right wing votes, 
and won the lion’s share of former Ukip supporters in the 
general election. Appealing to this group means promising 
to dump freedom of movement for EU migrants.

This split threatened to tear the Tories apart. So May 
came down firmly on the side of bigotry, promising to both 
leave the single market and ditch free movement. The party 
seemed united around a vision of a racist, nationalist Brexit.

Then May, egged on by Davis, called the snap election 
to strengthen the Tories’ hand in parliament and at the EU 
negotiating table. The opposite happened, and May is now 
harvesting the bitter fruits.

The result also emboldened the “soft Brexiteers” within 
the Tory party, who want to retain access to the single 
market. Pressure from this wing partly lies behind May 
promising a “transition period”.

After the initial flurry of plots the Tories united around the 
message of get Brexit done, then deal with May. But there’s 
one big problem—Brexit is proving more and more difficult.  
Davis began the fourth round of negotiations on Monday, 
negotiations that are unlikely to go anywhere.

This process is destroying hopes of unity in May’s cabinet.
It’s not just Johnson who sees an opportunity to launch 

a leadership bid. Other Tory MPs are furtively plotting.
According to backbenchers more than 50 MPs now want 
May to resign, over the 48 needed to force a no confidence 
vote in her leadership.

The liberal Guardian newspaper has latched onto the 
Tories’ troubles with another nauseating column, arguing 
that May’s speech confirmed the need to ditch Brexit. This 
direction is a dead end for the left.

May might be looking to stay in the single market, but 
that’s alongside clamping down on migrants. The left needs 
to put forward a different agenda of dumping the single 
market and defending free movement.

May’s Brexit blues are our chance to defeat all of the 
Tories.

SOCIALISTS CAMPAIGNING on campus  Pictures: sWss Facebook

 Radical mood on campuses  
 as new university year starts
by NICK CLARK

AS STUDENTS begin a 
new university year many 
are looking at the upheaval 
in politics—and the possi-
bility of change. 

The was a big audience for 
radical ideas at many cam-
puses (see box).

Students at Kingston uni-
versity in west London spoke 
to Socialist Worker about a 
world in turmoil and their 
anger at the Tories.

Tyla said, “I feel really 
angry, especially after the 
Tories signed that deal with 
the Democratic Unionist 
Party. I’m from a working 
class family, I’m transgender 
and I’m gay—what does that 
deal mean for me?”

Rochelle felt the same. “I 
voted to get Theresa May out 
in the election,” she said. “I’m 
really annoyed that she’s still 
the prime minister.

“If I had a conversation 
with her she wouldn’t under-
stand me. Jeremy Corbyn 
seems like someone who 
would understand.

Listen
“He would at least listen. 
That’s why I voted for him”.

Like Rochelle and Tyla, 
many students see the 
growth in Corbyn’s support 
as a reason to be optimistic.

Billie said, “I support 
Jeremy Corbyn—he’s a good 
start. During the election it 
was amazing to see so many 

people, especially young 
people, standing up for what 
they believe in and voting for 
him.”

And Ellie said, “Jeremy 
Corbyn is my favourite 
person. He’s not like a normal 
politician, he talks about 
socialism—that’s what we 
need.

“I think he got support 
because of the things he’s 
said he wants to do—like 
getting rid of tuition fees and 
dealing with student debt.”

She added, “It seems like 
people are starting to real-
ise that we don’t have to 

put up with a Conservative 
government.”

Max, a student from the 
US, said falling wages, dead 
end jobs, and anger at main-
stream politicians, is fuelling 
political turmoil.

Popularity
“I’m a huge fan of Bernie 
Sande r s ,  and  Je remy 
Corbyn,” she said. “I think 
anger fuels their popularity.

“It used to be political sui-
cide to call yourself a social-
ist in the US, but people are 
coming round to it—espe-
cially young people.

“They understand that it’s 
democratic socialism, not the 
Stalinism they’ve been told 
socialism is.”

Everyone who spoke to 
Socialist Worker was looking 
for ways to bring the Tories 
down as soon as possible.

Bilal said, “We’ve got to 
get the Tories out. A good 
way to do that is spreading 
the message online, like the 
little videos that Momentum 
do.

“We need more activism.”
And Tyla said, “People 

need to get together and do 
their best to protest against 
the Tories. 

“We have to try to get 
things to the point where eve-
ryone says we need another 
election.”

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Discussing big issues
HUNDREDS OF students 
have signed up for more 
information about the 
Socialist Worker Student 
Society (SWSS) at 
universities and colleges.

At several 
universities over 
100 copies of 
Socialist Worker 
were sold.

The message 
of “If you hate 
the Tories and 
want to smash 
racism, join 
us!” was 
really popular.

Queen 
Mary 
university SWSS 

in east London said, 
“We had a brilliant time 
at the freshers’ event 
talking to new students.

“We talked about 
ways we can fight back 
against the big issues 
like racism, sexism and 
homophobia and how 

we can build a 
movement that 

can push the 
Tories out 
for good.”

To get 
involved 
at your 
university or 

college go to 
Socialist Worker 
Student Society 
on Facebook

Join SWSS on campus

Tyla—May doesn’t speak for me
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Parsons Green arrests 
prompt racist backlash
AN 18 year old man has been 
charged over a terror attack in 
London earlier this month. 

A bucket filled with explosives 
partially detonated on a tube train 
at Parsons Green, west London, on 
15 September. 

The resulting fireball and pan-
icked stampede injured 30 people.

Ahmed Hassan is accused of 
attempted murder and explosives 
offences. 

A court last week heard that 
Hassan was orphaned after his par-
ents were killed in Iraq.

Prosecutor Lee Ingham told the 
court that an immigration officer 
said Hassan had been tortured in 
Iraq and was suffering from post 
traumatic stress disorder.

She said Hassan had expressed 
“anger at Tony Blair” over the war. 
“He had told her his parents had 
been killed in Iraq and he was wor-
rying about being sent back to Iraq,” 
said Ingham.

Remain
Two other men arrested last week 
in Newport, Wales, remain in cus-
tody. Police have released three 
others and confirmed they will face 
no further action.

One of these was 21 year old 
Yahyah Farroukh. 

He was arrested outside his 
workplace, Aladdin’s Fried Chicken, 
in west London the day after the 
attack.

Police held him for five days 
before releasing him without charge 
on Thursday of last week.

 His mother suffered a heart 
attack due to the shock of his arrest 
and remains in a critical condition 
in Egypt.

Farroukh’s employer called on 
the Metropolitan Police to issue 
a “fully unreserved apology”. 
Suleman Sarwar said cops had 
labelled Farroukh as a “terrorist to 
the world”. 

He added that the takeaway had 
received “threats” after the arrest 
and that the “wider Muslim commu-
nity” had been put under scrutiny. 

Sections of the press have used 
the arrests and charges to encour-
age fears over refugees coming to 
Britain. 

The Daily Mail newspaper called 
for more monitoring of children 
seeking asylum in Britain.

The Daily Express newspaper 
described Hassan as an “illegal 
immigrant”—implying that people 
here without papers should be seen 
as potential threats. 

But people come to Britain with-
out documents because the state 
makes it so difficult for people to 
come here legally. 

And why shouldn’t people try and 
escape countries that the West has 
turned into war-torn hellholes?

Politicians denouncing terror 
attacks in Britain are hypocrites. 

They are quite happy to rain 
terror and death down on innocent 
people elsewhere on a vastly bigger 
scale in order to protect their own 
interests. 

And they do so in the knowledge 
that this will make terrorism more, 
not less, likely. 

Prior to the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq, spooks repeatedly warned 
Blair that the war would make 
terror attacks in Britain more likely.

Bloody wars abroad and vicious 
crackdowns on migrants and refu-
gees don’t make people here safer 
—instead they fuel more anger.

MOAZZAM BEGG was among the supporters outside court this week Picture: Guy Smallman

Cage director found guilty for 
refusing cops’ ‘digital strip search’
THE INTERNATIONAL 
director of Cage, a human 
rights group, was found 
guilty this week of an offence 
under the Terrorism Act. 

Muhammad Rabbani had 
refused to give police his 
mobile phone pin or his 
laptop password at Heathrow 
airport in November.

He was convicted at 
Westminster Magistrates’ 
Court of wilfully obstructing 
a stop and search. He 
has vowed to appeal.

Rabbani was charged 
under Schedule 7 of the 

Terrorism Act, which gives 
officers the power to stop 
and search people “with or 
without suspicion”. Outside 
the court Rabbani said 
the powers amounted to 
a “digital strip search”.

They give the police the 
power to snoop on anyone 
they deem suspicious. Some 
99.98 percent of those 
stopped are never charged.

Dozens of supporters 
gathered outside the court 
in solidarity with Rabbani.

Rabbani said his devices 
contained confidential 

information on a victim of 
torture. PC Chaudhry admitted 
that he had not informed 
Rabbani that he didn’t have 
to hand over information 
relating to his role as director 
of a company that he had 
been given in confidence.

The Metropolitan Police 
Counter Terrorism Command 
has admitted they are still 
trying to access his devices.

Rabbani was given a 
conditional discharge 
and ordered to pay £600 
costs, along with a £20 
victim surcharge.

IN BRIEF
Imam injured in 
brutal attack
AN IMAM was stabbed in the 
neck outside a mosque in 
Greater Manchester last Sunday. 
Police are treating the attack as 
a hate crime and have arrested 
two men.

Dr Nasser Kurdy, a surgeon, 
was arriving for evening prayers 
when he was stabbed from 
behind. His colleague Dr Khalid 
Anis said there were “abusive 
comments” made towards 
Nasser before the attack. 

Greater Manchester Police 
said anti-Muslim hate crime 
soared by over 500 percent 
in the month following the 
terror attack in the city in May. 
Islamophobia has been driven 
from the top.

Following the London Bridge 
attacks in June, Theresa May 
declared that there is “far too 
much tolerance of extremism” 
in Britain. 

Glasgow vigil for 
Dungavel death
PROTESTERS GATHERED for 
an emergency vigil at the Home 
Office building in Glasgow last 
Saturday. It follows the death 
of a Chinese inmate in the 
Dungavel detention centre on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Martin Field from We Will 
Rise said, “We need answers 
from the Home Office. Why did 
the man die? Why are detention 
centres still open despite 
constant abuse, deaths and 
inhumane conditions?”

Protesters called for Dungavel 
to be closed.

Four people living in 
detention centres are known to 
have died so far this year.

 A Polish man died in hospital 
on 7 September after self-
harming at Harmondsworth 
detention centre in west 
London.

Tories abandon 
refugee children
UP TO 60 unaccompanied 
refugee children who should 
have come to Britain under 
the Dubs scheme have been 
abandoned in Greece.

Labour peer Alf Dubs’ 
amendment to the Immigration 
Act 2016 committed Britain to 
taking in children. But the Tories 
have ignored it.

The children had been 
identified as provisionally 
eligible for the scheme this 
time last year, but have heard 
nothing since. 

The scheme was supposed 
to see 3,000 children into 
Britain. Last year just 200 
came. Charity workers say some 
2,400 unaccompanied refugee 
children are currently living in 
Greece, and fewer than half are 
in official shelters.

Civil rights

CONRONTING THE RISE OF RACISM
STAND UP TO RACISM CONFERENCE

Speakers include: 
 Labour MPs  

Diane Abbott,  
Kate Osamor  

and Catherine West. 
Trade union leaders  

Kevin Courtney,  
Dave Ward  

and Roger McKenzie

  
Saturday 21 October   
10.30am-4.30pm  
Friends Meeting  
House,  
Euston Road,  
London NW1 2BJ

standuptoracism.org.uk
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PROTESTS ERUPTED after the success of the AfD in Germany’s election last Sunday 

American ‘dreamers’ 
are denied right to stay
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
has ramped up his racist 
assault.

On Sunday three countries, 
including Venuzuela, were 
added to Trump’s infamous 
travel ban. 

But Democratic leaders such 
as Nancy Pelosi see no problem 
in doing deals with him. 

Undocumented migrants who 
came to the US as children, 
known as “dreamers”, were 
given limited right to remain in 
the US by Barack Obama.

Leading Democrats met with 
Trump and claimed a deal for 
permanent rights for dreamers 
had been struck. 

But the deal swiftly fell apart. 
White House spokespeople 
denied it had happened.

Destroy
Meanwhile immigration 
officers have been given new 
powers including the ability to 
routinely destroy records.

And this weekend Trump 
picked a fight with the National 
Football League (NFL). 

Players have been kneeling 

during the national anthem 
in protest against racism and 
police brutality.

At a rally on Friday Trump 
said NFL owners should fire 
players who kneel during 
the national anthem for 
“disrespecting our flag”.

On Sunday players from 
dozens of teams defied Trump 
and knelt or linked arms. 

Trump has shown he is again 
willing to sacrifice cordial 
relations with some bosses in 
order to consolidate his grip on 
power and give confidence to 
his core supporters.

 Thousands protest over 
 shift to right in Germany
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THOUSANDS OF people took to 
the streets in response to the far 
right Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) party’s general election 
breakthrough. 

It won 12.6 percent of the vote, 
making it the third largest party 
in the German parliament with 94 
MPs.

This is the first time a far right 
party has won parliamentary seats 
in Germany since the Second World 
War.

The AfD includes hard right 
nationalists, racists and fascists. 
The fascist wing has grown in the 
last year.

It does not mean that Nazis are 
on the verge of power.

The AfD’s rise is another dem-
onstration of a trend across parts 
of Europe where the bitterness at 
rulers who implement austerity is 
grasped by the racist right or the 
far right.

Just days before the election 
Alexander Gauland, one of its lead 
candidates, said at a rally, “We 
have the right to be proud of the 
achievements of the German sol-
diers in two world wars.”

On election night some 3,000 
anti-racists protested outside the 
AfD’s election party in Alexander 
Platz in Berlin. 

Lisa, one of the protesters, spoke 
to the Deutsche Welle newspaper. 

“Especially in times like these, I 
think it is really important that we 
speak up against racism and xen-
ophobia and the AfD’s right wing 
ideology,” she said.

Marched
Hundreds also protested in Frank-
furt and Cologne. The AfD has 
grown out of a racist backlash 
against refugees and dissatisfaction 
with the government.

Exit polls showed that 60 percent 
of AfD voters said they had voted 
“against all other parties” and only 
34 percent voted out of belief in the 
AfD.

The result was a disaster for the  
Labour-type SPD. Its coalition with 
Merkel saw its vote slump to 20.5 
percent—five points lower than 
2013.

Underlying the result is a general 
shift to the right in German poli-
tics. After refugees marching down 
Europe’s motorways forced Merkel 
to accept one million refugees the 
right went on the attack.

They demanded that Germany 
close its borders—and Merkel 
made big concessions to their racist 
arguments.

The left wing Die Linke party’s 
vote rose by around 1 percent to 
about 9 percent. 

But it has not fully capitalised 
on the disaffection with Merkel or 

the SPD. Christine Buchholz, a Die 
Linke MP, said, “The entry of the 
AFD into parliament is bitter. For 
the first time in decades, Nazis are 
in the Bundestag.

“A share of responsibility for this 
is borne by parts of the media that 
always gave the AFD a stage and 
took up its themes. 

And the established parties are 
also complicit with their restric-
tive asylum policy, racism and 
neoliberalism.

“They have caused a crisis in 
society and prepared the ground 
for the AFD.”

Die Linke has put itself at the 
head of struggles against austerity, 
racism and the AfD. 

But in Berlin, Brandenburg and 
Thuringia Die Linke has been part 
of state governments that voted 
through privatisation. This blunted 
putting through a radical alterna-
tive to the AfD and Merkel.

And some parts of Die Linke’s 
leadership have made statements 
that give ground to the right’s 
racism and Islamophobia.

It will take consistent opposition 
to the right’s racist agenda and full 
support for policies that boost the 
working class to resist the AfD and 
the next government—and see the 
left gain.

IN BRIEF
French work law 
strikes continue
HUNDREDS OF thousands of 
workers joined marches and 
strikes in France on Wednesday 
of last week to oppose new work 
laws from president Macron’s 
government.

The measures will weaken 
unions and make it easier to 
sack workers.

Further actions by lorry 
drivers were planned this 
week, and a day of action by 
pensioners.

Civil service workers will 

strike on 10 October.
Around 150,000 people 

joined a demonstration in Paris 
last Saturday over the same 
issue called by left winger 
Jean-Luc Melenchon’s France 
Insoumise movement.

Meanwhile the Front National 
suffered another major blow 
when its vice president, Florian 
Philippot, resigned last week.

Zuma’s political 
crisis continues
THE Cosatu trade union 
federation in South Africa 
has called a general strike for 
Wednesday of this week.

It is against corruption and 
“state capture” by the ultra-rich 
Gupta family. It is the latest 
phase in the grinding political 
crisis for president Jacob Zuma.

But it is impossible to 
separate the strike call from 

manoeuvres inside the ANC 
and rivalries in the trade union 
movement.

Busisiwe, a member of the 
Cosatu union in health, told 
Socialist Worker, “There is a 
feeling for the strike.”

But she added, “I am worried 
that this is less a serious battle 
for workers’ conditions and 
political change and more about 
who is in the top jobs.”

Longer online at bit.ly/2yAzLXj 

Nancy Pelosi couldn’t make a deal

More online
For more analysis go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

French president Emmanuel Macron

President Zuma faces strikes
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Real sickness 
is the system
I’VE JUST been watching 
the classic BBC series, “I 
Claudius”. 

In one scene, a 
character says that the 
mad emperor Caligula is 
“sick”. Another character 
replies, “It’s Rome that’s 
sick—Caligula is just a 
rash that it’s come out 
in.”

It struck me that 
the same could be said 
today. Capitalism is a 
sick system and Trump is 
a rash it’s come out in.

Phil Webster
Lancashire

This system  
is failing girls
WHAT A disgrace that a 
quarter of teenage girls 
in Britain are depressed.

And no surprise that if 
they are poor, depression 
is more likely.

We need serious 
change to this system 
that is harming children.

Alison Wakefield
South Yorkshire

Catalans must 
choose future
THE CATALAN issue 
is people’s legitimate 
rights to decide their 
own future in democracy, 
facing repression from 
a party founded by 
Francoists.

Brian Cutts
On Twitter

Vietnam and 
Korea differ
THE IDEA from Zara Lee 
(Letters, 13 September) 
that the Korean War 
and the Vietnamese 
liberation struggle were 
effectively identical 
is only true at a very 
superficial level.

The war in Korea was 
a result of competition 
between the great 
powers and could be 
turned off with a peace 
treaty.

Vietnam was divided 
by the peace treaty 
but the result wasn’t 
accepted by the mass of 
people.

Geoff Collier
West Yorkshire

Thumbs up to 
Philip K Dick
PHILIP K Dick (Socialist 
Worker, 13 September) 
was a master wordsmith! 

A Scanner Darkly is 
the only sci fi novel that 
left me in emotional 
pieces.

Tim Nicholls
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...

BNP Nazi Nick Griffin 

 Why we must refuse fascists a platform
GEOFF BRIDGES argues 
that “when racists are 
debated in public they 
often lose the argument” 
(Socialist Worker,  
20 September).

He is right in that. 
Racists and those 
influenced by racism in 
the workplace should be 
argued with and their 
arguments shown to be 
false.

But fascists aren’t just 
racists. They uniquely 
seek to use the freedoms 
of democracy to crush all 
forms of workers’ 
organisation and all 
democratic freedoms.

A key point about 
fascism was made by 
Hitler himself. 

He explained that 
“through our great 
demonstrations and mass 
rallies we instil in the 
minds of the little man 

that although he is a 
worm he is part of a 
mighty dragon”.

This is not a contest 
determined by rationality 
and debate. It is a 
struggle to deny the 
fascists the tools they 
require to recruit many 
thousands of despairing, 
broken individuals.

No platform was 
deployed historically and 
decisively at Cable Street 
in 1936 and in Lewisham 
in 1977. It is a necessary 
tool against the threat of 
fascist organisation.

John Lockwood
Leamington Spa

 Migrants  
 can win
THIS YEAR’S TUC Congress 
was clear that migrants are 
not to blame for lower 
wages, unemployment or 
insecure jobs.

Union organisation is key 
to stopping our rulers 
dividing our side. 

A number of years ago 
there was a dispute in a 
Leeds firm that employed a 
lot of Polish workers. 

The union translated a 
leaflet about the dispute 
into Polish. 

The Polish workers 
agreed to join the strike 
and bosses backed down 
before anyone walked out.  

Cleaners at London’s 
Soas university also showed 
it is possible for migrant 
workers to fight and win.

Sally Kincaid
Leeds

 Home Office  
 is ‘barbaric’
THERE WAS an emotional 
meeting in Swansea last 
week following the tragic 
death of Eyob, an Ethiopian 
asylum seeker. 

After his application to 
stay in Wales was rejected, 
he lost his accommodation 
and access to benefits. 

His body was recovered 
from the Swansea Marina 
earlier this month.

Over 70 people attended 
the meeting. 

The barbaric way the 
Home Office is treating 
asylum claims is driving 
people over the edge. 

There was determination 
to support people who flee 
intolerable conditions only 
to find intolerable 
bureaucratic torment. 

Tim Evans
Swansea

 Don’t let cycling break  
 the boycott of Israel 
THE THREE most 
significant cycle races are 
the “Grand Tours” of France 
(the Tour), Spain (the 
Vuelta) and Italy (the Giro).

In recent years the Tours 
have looked to spread their 
influence—and bring in 
more money—by starting 
events in neighbouring 
countries.

Last week this took an 
overtly political turn, as the 
Giro 2018 tour will start 
with three days in Israel. 

For the Giro this brings 
money. For Israel it is a 
chance to undermine the 

Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) campaign 
and normalise oppression 
of Palestinians.

As the Giro winds its way 
across Israel, there will be 
no pictures of cyclists going 
past the apartheid wall. 

The peloton will not be 
held up at checkpoints.

Activists, and those of us 
interested in cycling, need 
to organise to ensure that 
cycling does not become 
infamous for breaking the 
BDS boycott.

Michael Lavalette
Liverpool

We need more solidarity in 
sport to drive out the racists
THE NEWS that a large section of 
the England Women’s football 
team have rallied around manager 
Mark Sampson after allegations of 
racism is no surprise.

Leading female footballer Eniola 
Aluko had accused Sampson of 
racism. He has since been sacked 
following evidence of 
“inappropriate behaviour” in a 
previous role.

English football has long been 
marred by institutional racism, 
and the failure of some white 
players to show solidarity with 
their colleagues.

The Football Association (FA) 
paid Aluko around £80,000 to 
keep quiet after Sampson allegedly 
made Ebola “jokes” about Aluko’s 

Nigerian relatives. The FA’s 
subsequent “investigation” has 
been yet another whitewash. 

The media has seized upon the 
relative success of “the Lionesses” 
in order to give it a gloss of 
sporting equality. 

Increased exposure for women’s 
sport is undoubtedly positive. 

But we should be deeply 
angered by the selective way the 
media approaches oppression. 

Sport is a powerful measure of 
issues in wider society. 

When Billie Jean King won “the 
battle of the sexes”, it wasn’t just 
about tennis. 

The late Brian Clough was an 
Irish signatory to the Anti Nazi 
League. 

Today, NFL player Colin 
Kaepernick has been blacklisted 
for refusing to stand for the US 
national anthem. 

That serves to underline the 
impact of Black Lives Matter and 
the response of the US state. 

Aluko’s brave stand against 
racism should be applauded by 
all. 

In the US, black players 
protesting at Kaepernick’s 
treatment have been kneeling 
during the anthem. 

Their white teammates have 
joined them.

Athletes and sportspeople in 
Britain should take heed. 

Tom Kay
North London
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is a Bugle or a Singh. The FLA is still  
forming as a movement—and it could 
develop in a number of directions. 
Which way it goes will partly depend 
on what anti-racists do.  

In its early days the EDL had a 
hardened racist core, including Nazis, 
with a much softer layer around 
them. 

At points it could mobilise thou-
sands, compared to the dozens it 
often musters these days. It mobi-

lised six in Chelmsford last 
weekend.

Sustained mobilisation 
defeated the EDL by breaking 
the broader layer away from 
the Nazi core. 

While Nazis attend FLA 
demonstrations, the group 
is careful to try to distance 
itself from the EDL and other 
fascist groups. It has banned 
banners and alcohol on its 
mobilisations. 

This tactic isn’t anything 
new to right wing movements. 
During the early EDL demon-
strations, BNP members were 
told that they should not 
attend in the hope that the 
protests would appear more 
respectable. 

After the 7 October dem-
onstration, the FLA could move in the 
direction of an Islamophobic street 
movement, taking up racist populist 
themes. 

Britain has not seen this sort of 
movement before. Previous street 
movements from Oswald Moseley’s 
Blackshirts to the EDL have firmly 
involved fascists in the leadership.  

But a racist populist movement 
on the streets is not without prece-
dent. In the last three years the Czech 
Republic saw a big “No to Islam” 
movement as did Germany with the 
Islamophobic Pegida. 

The leadership and base was not 
made up of Nazis. But the move-
ments tolerated fascists and they 
rose to prominence as the movements 
progressed. 

The popularity of Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn has shown that the 
left can win support in Britain. 

Yet mainstream politicians’ attacks 

on refugees and scaremongering 
over immigration means there is fer-
tile ground for a racist movement to 
grow. 

The implosion of the racist Ukip 
party means that some of its audi-
ence is looking for another political 
organisation. 

A large proportion deserted Ukip 
for the Tories in the general elec-
tion, but some may also look to the 
far right. 

Some supporters in the FLA 
Facebook group identify as former 
Ukip members and some as right 
wing Tories.

Meighan is cautious, but the mask 
began to slip during his regular posts 
to the FLA’s internal Facebook group.

 

I
N ONE post Meighan describes 
a conversation with a Crystal 
Palace fan who asked “why the 
FLA had not taken a hard line 
on some issues”. 

Meighan’s reply was telling. 
He pointed to the FLA leadership’s 
aims of putting “mass numbers on 
the streets”. 

He described the FLA as “a new 
and fresh movement” that needs to 
“crawl before we can walk”. 

“It’s imperative that we grow this 
movement, and have a series of suc-
cessful marches before we can be clas-
sified as a credible outfit,” he wrote.

In the meantime the FLA “will use 
our platform to raise key issues rela-
tive to the current hot topic of Islamic 
Extremism”. 

For Meighan this is “the primary 
threat to our society”.

The tension between the FLA lead-
ership and the racists it attracts has 
been brought to the fore by the char-
ity pulling out—and could become 
sharper after 7 October.

In the interview Meighan said, “We 
will learn from the mistakes other 
movements have made so that we 
can be heard.” 

Anti-racists must also learn from 
past movements and how we opposed 
them. 

Because the FLA is still forming as 
a movement, there is confusion on 
the left about how to respond. Some 
choose to ignore it because it isn’t just 
made up of fascists—but that was 
true of the EDL in its early days. 

And just because a movement isn’t 
fascist, that doesn’t mean it’s not a 
racist threat. That’s why Stand Up 
To Racism has called supporters on 
to the streets on the day the FLA 
marches. 

We have to expose the racists in 
the FLA—and take on the broader 
racism in society that’s given it an 
opportunity to get a hearing.

T
HE FOOTBALL Lads 
Alliance (FLA) is in 
deep trouble after a 
major charity pulled 
out of working with it 
last week. Walking with 

the Wounded, which helps veter-
ans, backed out after Stand Up To 
Racism raised concerns.

It is a major blow ahead of the 
FLA’s demonstration on Saturday  
7 October when it plans to put “thirty 
to forty thousand” onto the streets of 
London.

People with all sorts of different 
ideas have been attracted to the FLA’s 
official message of “unite against 
extremism”. 

But posts in the FLA’s internal 
Facebook group, reacting to the 
charity pulling out, underline that 
prominent fascists and racists sup-
port it. And it gives a platform for 
Islamophobes to organise around.

John Meighan, founder of the FLA, 
has insisted the group has no links to 
the far right. But even he was forced 
to admit that racists were involved in 
the organisation.

He posted, “A charity has pulled 
out based on factual information, it’s 
not falsified in any shape or form. 

“People have made racist com-
ments, it’s simple.”

Those responding include both 
present and former members of the 
fascist English Defence League (EDL) 
and British National Party (BNP). 

Tracey Coy Miles, an FLA sup-
porter, posted, “I’m EDL … I might 
as well leave this group now then as 
my wall is full of anti-Islam posts. 

“Although I have said many times 
I wouldn’t jeopardise this movement 
by voicing my opinions in this group.”

Paul Sturdy describes himself on 
Facebook as “an active and commit-
ted member of the British National 
Party”. He is also a member of the 
Football Lads Alliance (FLA)—QPR 
Division Facebook group.

The FLA has organised out of the 
general rise in Islamophobia, par-
ticularly after the Manchester and 
London Bridge terror attacks. 

Confident
After the Parsons Green attack, 
some FLA Facebook group members 
became more confident in posting 
racist and violent comments. Richard 
Everson commented in the FLA inter-
nal group, “We need to start using 
violence in these situations.” 

And some are showing up the 
hollowness of the “unite against 
extremism” banner. Commenting on 
the Nazi murder of Jo Cox MP Paul 
Edwards said, “Her killer was a men-
tally ill loner, unlike Islamic murders 
who do it for a cause”. 

There have also been verbal attacks 
and death threats against Weyman 
Bennett, joint convenor of Stand Up 
To Racism. 

Some of the longest came from 
Nazi Toni Bugle, who spoke at the 
FLA inaugural protest at London 
Bridge in June. 

Previously Bugle recorded an 
online message to supporters before 

a Mothers Against Radical Islam 
(Maria) protest at Downing Street 
in 2015. “I don’t care what you are, 
I don’t care if you’re Britain First, I 
don’t care if you’re English Defence 
League, I don’t even care if you’re 
National Front,” it said. 

Bugle was a member of the Nazi 
British National Party (BNP) and 
joined fascist English Defence League 
(EDL) demonstrations. In 2016 she 
stood as a police and crime com-
missioner candidate in Bedfordshire 
for the English Democrats, a deeply 
Islamophobic outfit. 

Her Maria group is closely linked 
with Anne Marie Waters, the Sharia 
Watch website founder who Nigel 
Farage judged to be too racist for 
Ukip. 

As the party’s parliamentary candi-
date in Lewisham East in south east 
London, Waters said that “the only 
evil we have legalised is Islam”. She 
called on people to “insult Islam”. 

Most recently after the Parsons 
Green bucket bomb, Bugle posted on 
Facebook that the authorities had left 
“whites” as “sitting ducks”. 

She is now urging people on social 
media to join the FLA demonstration 
on 7 October. 

M
O H A N  S i n g h , 
who is part of the 
reactionary and sec-
tarian Sikh Awareness    
Society, also 
spoke at the 

FLA demonstration in June.
Much like Bugle, he paid lip 

service to the idea of support-
ing “unity” and of fighting “all 
extremism”. This included con-
demning the attack at Finsbury 
Park Mosque in north London. 

But the tone of the speech 
quickly changed. “It’s time to 
cut out the bullshit and call it 
what it is,” Singh said. 

“Religious extremism is the 
problem and in the last three 
months it’s radical Islamic 
terrorism.

“Let me say that once more—
radical Islamic terrorism.”

To cheers Singh called for a 
crackdown on Muslim people 
under the guise of tackling 
“extremism”. “What we’ve seen in the 
last three months is the tip of the ice-
berg,” he said. “We’ve got to go down 
and root these people out.”

His demands included a “blacklist 
of foreign and home grown Imams”. 

Singh’s Sikh Awareness Society is 
an influential sectarian body. 

It says its aim is to “protect all of 
our children”. In reality it promotes 
the stereotype from some politicians 
and others that Muslims are child 
abusers.

Singh was part of a “United Against 
Hate” event with former EDL leader 
and BNP member Tommy Robinson 
and Waters in June. 

This is not the only time Singh has 
shared a platform with Robinson—
and he has joined EDL demonstra-
tions. This doesn’t mean that everyone 
who went to the FLA demonstration 

FOUL!
EXTREMISTS AND 

RACISTS JOIN MARCH

WE INVESTIGATE  THE 
FOOTBALL LADS ALLIANCE

After Parsons 
Green, some in the 
FLA are confident 
to post racist and 
violent comments

‘‘ 

JOIN WITH 
STAND UP  
TO RACISM  
AS THE 
FLA MARCHES
Saturday 7 October 
central London
Go to Stand together: no 
to racism & Islamophobia, 
football for all on Facebook

MANY FIGURES associated with previous far right 
protests (such as one in Manchester this year, see above) have cropped up 
again supporting the Football Lads Alliance
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WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 4 Oct, 7pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St, B4 6AF

BRIGHTON
Thu 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF 

LEEDS AND WEST 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Swarthmore Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LEICESTER
Sat 14 Oct, 12.30am, 
The Exchange,
50 Rutland St,
LE1 1RD

LIVERPOOL
Wed 4 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,L1 3BT

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 4 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP

MANCHESTER
Thu 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Methodist Central Hall,
Oldham St, M1 1JQ

NEWCASTLE
Thu 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm,
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s, OX1 1BX

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ

SWANSEA
Thu 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

YORK
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
YO1 9RL

As Corbyn takes on the 
Establishment 

—is socialism possible?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH YORKS
100 years after the Russian 
Revolution—why is 
Lenin relevant today?
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Showroom Cinema,
15 Paternoster Row,
S1 2BX

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.   
All welcome.

ABERDEEN
In a world of war, austerity 
and racism—how relevant 
is Marx today?
Wed 4 Oct, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Engels, neanderthals and 
the origins of the family
Thu 5 Oct, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
Trump, the far right 
and fascism
Thu 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
The rise of the far 
right in Europe
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
North Korea, Trump and 
nuclear confrontation
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
EDINBURGH
Zionism, antisemitism 
and the left today
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
ESSEX
Can the police be reformed?
Thu 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Rainsford Rd,  
Chelmsford
CM1 2QL
EXETER
From Florida to 
Bangladesh—are we too late 
to stop catastrophic climate  
change?
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Exeter Community  
Centre,
17 St. David’s Hill, EX4 3RG
HUDDERSFIELD
From Deliveroo to 
McStrike—how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 4 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
From the Match Women 
to McStrike—organising 
the unorganised
Thu 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove, 
W10 5XL
LONDON: BRIXTON
The crisis in Venezuela
Wed 4 Oct, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd, SW2 1EP

LONDON: HARINGEY
Syriza in Greece—
lessons for the left
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd), 
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
From Black Power to Black 
Lives Matter—the politics 
of Malcolm X today
Thu 5 Oct, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, 
N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Solidarity with Catalonia—
should the left support 
independence?
Thu 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd,
SE10 8JA
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
From Charlottesville 
to Rhodes—should 
statues fall?
Wed 4 Oct, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St, 
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Malcolm X—fighting racism 
by any means necessary
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd, E17 4QU

NEWCASTLE
100 years on—celebrating 
the Russian Revolution
Thu 19 Oct, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Solidarity with Catalonia—
should the left support 
independence?
Thu 5 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
PLYMOUTH
From the US to 
Bangladesh—are we 
too late to stop 
climate change?
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
 PL4 6LF
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Is this the end of 
neoliberalism?
Thu 5 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Disability, austerity 
and resistance
Wed 4 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

TELFORD
From Deliveroo to 
McStrike—organising 
the unorganised
Thu 19 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET SOCIALISTS
The Battle of Lewisham—
fascism, racism and the state
Sat 7 Oct, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ
NEWCASTLE
Fighting the pay cap
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ

{ } STAND UP TO 
RACISM

BRISTOL
Rising Islamophobia—
where next for the fight 
against racism?
Tue 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Hamilton House,
80 Stokes Croft,
BS1 3QY.
Speakers: Moazzam 
Begg and others

CARDIFF
Rising Islamaphobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Tue 3 Oct 7.30pm,
Samaj Community Centre,
9 Mardy Street,
CF11 6QT.
Speakers: Moazzam Begg 
and Amanda Morris
GLASGOW
Challenging racism in 
Scotland—end racist 
attacks, close Dungavel, 
refugees welcome
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Scottish Trades 
Union Congress,
333 Woodlands Rd,
G3 6NG.
Speakers: Weyman Bennett, 
Angela Feeney, Jenni 
Gunn, Fatima Uygun
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Rising Islamophobia 
and deaths in custody—
where next for the fight 
against racism?
Tue 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Islington Town Hall,
Committee Room 1,
Upper St,
N1 2UD.
Speakers: Weyman Bennett, 
Rakhia Ismail, Mohammed 
Kozbar, Michelline Ngongo
LONDON: NEWHAM
Rising Islamophobia—
where next for the fight 

against racism?
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, 
E15 1HP.
Speakers: Moazzam Begg, 
Weyman Bennett
LEICESTER
Rising Islamophobia 
and deaths in custody—
where next for the fight 
against racism?
Wed 8 Nov, 7pm, 
City of Retreat Community 
Centre, 70-74 Church Gate, 
LE1 4AL.
Speaker: Moazzam Begg
MANCHESTER
Rising islamophobia, Deaths 
in custody,—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Wed 18 Oct, 7pm, 
Methodist Central Hall,
Oldham St,
M1 1JQ.
Speaker: Janet Alder
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Vietnam—a graveyard for 
the US’s imperial ambitions
A new ten-part documentary sets itself up as the definitive account of the 
Vietnam War. It brings out new voices and footage, but obscures the truth
SECRET TROOP build-ups under the 
guise of deploying military advisers, 
an anti-imperialist struggle and a 
brutal war in response.  

It sounds like it could be the story 
of almost any imperialist intervention 
in the last century—or today. 

This one was in Vietnam, torn apart 
by imperialism in the wake of the 
Second World War.

The Vietnam War is a new ten-party 
documentary that takes a detailed 
look at the war, its causes and conse-
quences. Graphic and remarkable new 
footage and interviews detail one of 
the darkest periods in US history.

US involvement started after 
France’s colonial regime in Vietnam 
tried to defeat the national liberation 
movement led by Ho Chi Minh. 

The US armed the French against 
Ho Chi-Minh’s Viet Minh army. 

By the end of the war, which the 
French lost, the US was funding three 
quarters of its entire budget.

The rebels appealed to the US for 
help and Ho Chi Minh wrote directly 
to Truman, the US president at the 
time. They were ignored. 

Presidency
Although he was not president when 
the troop build up started, numbers 
rose to over 11,000 in the first two 
years of John F Kennedy’s presidency. 

“We have not sent combat troops in 
the generally understood sense of the 
term,” said Kennedy. 

The US hypocrisy over the war is 
clearly on display—footage shows 
“military advisers” fighting. 

The justification for projecting 
US power into Asia at the time of 
Vietnam was the rise of communism 
in China and its potential spread. 
Many accounts fall into the trap, 
intentionally or otherwise, of por-
traying anti-imperialist struggles and 

imperialists on an equal moral footing. 
Directors Ken Burns and Lynn 

Novick seem to want to avoid that 
pitfall. 

New testimonies from US fighters 
and National Liberation Front armies 
as well as journalists and secret ser-
vice members gives a measured 
account of the war. 

The grinding horror of Vietnam is 
dramatically shown and the resent-
ment towards the US comes through 
strongly.

Some interviews are revealing. 
“We should have seen it as the end 
of the colonial era in South East Asia, 
which it was,” said Donald Gregg 

from the CIA. “But instead we saw 
it in Cold War terms, we saw it as a 
defeat of the free world, which was 
related to the rise of China. 

“It was a total misreading of a piv-
otal event, which would cost us very, 
very dearly.”

Some two million civilians lost their 
lives in Vietnam and as many as half a 
million more in US secretary of state 
Henry Kissinger’s secret bombing in 
Cambodia. 

The documentary describes 
Kennedy as being “caught between  
the truth and the lie,” as a conflicted 
individual. 

He was a mass murderer.

Bao Ninh was in the National 
Liberation Front’s armed wing. 
“To my parents’ generation you 
Americans were no different from 
the French,” he said. “I inherited their 
ideas.” 

This new documentary is compre-
hensive enough for an introduction 
to the war. 

But its great fault is its “balance” 
between those who fought for the 
US and those who  fought against it, 
between those who backed the war 
and those who resisted it. 
The Vietnam War, directed by Ken 
Burns and Lynn Novick 
On BBC Four, Mondays at 9pm

FRENCH FORCES were defeated at the battle of Dien Bien Phu but Vietnam was then partitioned 

THEATRE
WE ARE THE LIONS, 
MR MANAGER!
Preview on 14 October at The 
Place, Bradgate Rd, Bedford 
MK40 3DE then on tour. 
Tickets £10 and £8.50 
concessions

WE ARE The Lions, Mr. 
Manager! tells the story 
of Jayaben Desai who led 
the inspirational 1976-8 
Grunwick film processing 
factory strike.

The strike of largely 
Asian women in north 
London forced trade unions 
to take racism seriously. 

It challenged the 

perception of Asian women 
as passive and docile.

Desai had the measure  
of the most brutish and 
charmless of the managers, 
famously telling them, 
“What you are running 
here is not a factory, it is a 
zoo. But in a zoo there are 
many types of animals. 

“Some are monkeys who 
dance on your fingertips, 
others are lions who can 
bite your head off. We are 
the lions, Mr. Manager!”

The picket line at Grunwick

Exhibition makes an attempt to go beyond the binary
EXHIBITION
(X) A FANTASY
at the David Roberts Art 
Foundation (DRAF), Symes 
Mews, 37 Camden High St, 
London, NW1 7JE. 
Free. On until 7 October

ONE OF my favourite 
things about London is 
that there’s lots of creative 
people finding new and 
interesting ways to express 
themselves and their 
political views. An example 
of this can be found at the 
(X) A FANTASY exhibition 

at the David Roberts Art 
Foundation (DRAF) in 
Camden.

This exhibition asks a lot 
of questions of the viewer 
and particularly, when 
does the personal become 
a political statement? 

It brings together 
over 30 artworks to 
explore the subversion 
of everyday occurrences 
and the transgression of 
boundaries between public 
and private spheres.

There were some really 
interesting and thought 
provoking pieces of art 

that challenged the way 
you look at the world. A lot 
of them focused on picking 
apart gender norms and 
questioned why we are 
conditioned to look at 
the body as well as other 
political themes.

There was also some 
art work that really wasn’t 
thought provoking and 
left the viewer wondering 
what it was supposed 
to represent, even after 
reading the description 
provided in the pamphlet.

On top of this, there 
wasn’t enough to get 

to grips with in the 
exhibition. It took us just 
ten minutes to get through 
the whole thing. 

Let’s just say we were 
grateful it was free.

It’s good to see 
experimental art that pushes 
boundaries. 

I wouldn’t travel to 
Camden especially to see 
it. But if you are having a 
cheap day out in London 
and want to see what 
modern artists are coming 
up with, then definitely 
pop in for a visit.
Jasmine FrancisA room from the exhibition

TOP 5 BOOKS
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the belief that, since our rulers 
aren’t actually insane, they will 
see sense even if just for their 
own protection. 

At the beginning of the 20th 
century some socialists thought 
that because capitalism was 
becoming a global system the 
pursuit of profits would end 
wars. 

Both the integration of the 
world system and the commit-
ment to making cash would pre-
vent it.

This is flawed for a number 
of reasons, including the need 
for capital to tie itself to states 
and that wars can help the pur-
suit of accumulating capital. 
The two world wars should 
have put the idea to rest. 

Military competition is 
integral to capitalism. As the 
Russian revolutionary Lenin 
put it, “The capitalists partition 
the world. 

“Not out of personal malice, 
but because the degree of con-
centration which has been 
reached forces them to adopt 
this method in order to get 
profits.” 

S
O THE US needs 
mi l i ta ry  domi-
nance to protect 
its declining eco-
nomic position. 
North Korea is a 

far smaller player but wants 
to compete on the nuclear 
field precisely to resist US 
dominance. 

Iraq and Libya show that 
being a dictator is not enough, 
and nuclear weapons are sup-
posed to deter after all.

The argument that capitalism 
doesn’t produce wars now usu-
ally appears from the right. 

Thomas Friedman wrote in 
the 1990s that no two coun-
tries with McDonald’s had gone 
to war. He said global integra-
tion of capitalism prevented it. 

The ink wasn’t quite dry 
on his book when a US-led 
bombardment took place 
against Yugoslavia—both had 
McDonald’s. As did Panama, 
which the US had invaded 
before the book was written.

One variation is more specific 
to nuclear weapons. 

The socialist historian EP 
Thompson did much to kick 
start the anti-nuclear move-
ment in the 1980s. He was a 
proponent of what he called 
“exterminism”.

The argument was that, 
because the threat of nuclear 
war is so extreme, we all have 
an interest in stopping it. So 
we need to convince our rulers 

that it is against their interests 
to blow up the world.

There is more than just the 
problem of hoping to convince 
Trump of the good sense of not 
nuking Korea. Or hoping there 
is a sober, modern day war 
criminal equivalent of Henry 
Kissinger hanging around. 

Karl Marx pointed out the 
rich wallow in their alienation. 
Those who oversee the system 
may well end up destroying us 
all—including themselves. 

We have to look to a force 
strong enough to stop them, 
rather than appealing to them.  

Ending the First World War 
took global revolts of workers 
and soldiers across countries. It 
took revolution. 

To remove the real threat 
o f  nuc lear  ann ih i la t ion 
requires the same scale of 
transformation.

DONALD TRUMP 
(above) is happy 
to use ‘sane’ 
weapons that 
lay waste to 
counties (top) and 
threatens nuclear 
war to ruthlessly 
assert US power 
on the world stage 

F
IGHTER pi lot 
Bruce Charles 
was on duty at 
Kunsan Air Base 
in South Korea 
on 15 April 1969. 

His target was an airstrip 
in North Korea.

Charles said, “When I got 
to see the colonel, it was 
very simple. He had a mes-
sage saying to prepare to 
strike my target.”

His F-4 plane was car-
rying a nuclear weapon 20 
times more powerful than 
the bomb dropped over 
Japanese city of Hiroshima 
in 1945. 

The colonel came back 
and said, “It looks like we 
will not do this today. I do 
not know about tomorrow.”

Earlier that day a US spy 
plane had been shot down by 
North Korea. 

US president Richard 
Nixon was drunk and ordered 
a nuclear strike in retaliation. 
National security advisor 
Henry Kissinger cancelled the 
order when Nixon passed out.

On 10 October that year 
eighteen B-52 bombers took 
off from Fairchild Air Force 
Base, Washington, each 
loaded with nuclear weapons. 

The bombers were headed 
toward Moscow. The mis-
sion was to convince Russia 
that the US in the hands of 
President Nixon was willing to 
resort to nuclear war to win in 
Vietnam.

“I want the North Vietnamese 
to believe I’ve reached the point 
where I might do anything to 
stop the war,” Nixon told his 
chief of staff. 

“We’ll just slip the word to 
them that, ‘for God’s sake, you 
know Nixon is obsessed about 
Communism. 

“‘We can’t restrain him when 
he’s angry—and he has his hand 
on the nuclear button’ and Ho 
Chi Minh himself will be beg-
ging for peace.”

Unpredictable 
Current US president Donald 
Trump, when asked about 
nuclear weapons, said, “You 
want to be unpredictable.”

In 1945 the power to use 
nuclear weapons was given to 
the president, partly because 
the military was seen as too 
keen on war. 

But nuclear weapons are, 
among other things, a symbol 
of the lack of real democracy in 
the system. 

The US president has author-
ity to push the button at any 
time. 

There are no “checks and 
balances”—elected politicians 
and courts who are supposed 
to oversee decisions—when it 
comes to the destruction of the 
world.

After the atom bombing 
of Hiroshima US president 
Truman said that the Japanese 
people should “expect a rain of 
ruin from the air”. 

It would be “the likes of 
which has never been seen on 
this earth”.

And 72 years later Donald 

Trump threatened North Korea 
with “fire and fury like the 
world has never seen”.

If a US president decided to 
launch nuclear weapons, he 
would turn to the military aide 
carrying the nuclear briefcase. 

The aide is never far away—
as shown by a party guest’s 
recent selfie with the man car-
rying it at a Trump party. 

The first missiles would hit 
their targets 30 minutes later. 

By the mid-1950s, the arms 
race reached its illogically 

logical endpoint. If one side 
struck, everyone would be 
wiped out. It was mutually 
assured destruction. MAD.

In the early 1960s during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis presi-
dent John Kennedy toyed with 
nuclear war. He engaged in 
brinksmanship to make up for 
his failure to topple Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro.  

The Russians blinked but it 
was a close call—one submarine 
commander was stopped from 
launching a nuclear missile 

just in time, and others nearly 
fired too. Nixon launched his 
“madman strategy” to convince 
the Russians he might nuke 
Vietnam. It didn’t work—the 
US lost the Vietnam war.

But the problem with this 
strategy is that you have to 
prove that you are mad. And 
while the B52s sent to Moscow 
turned back, others carry-
ing “sane” non-nuclear bombs 
attempted the total destruction 
of Cambodia and Vietnam.

The logical illogic is brutal. 
The US kept troops in Berlin. 
US strategist Thomas Schelling 
pointed out it was the threat of 
escalation to nuclear war that 
made them useful. 

He wrote, “What can 7,000 
American troops do, or 12,000 
Allied troops? Bluntly, they can 
die. 

“They can die heroically, 
dramatically, and in a manner 
that guarantees that the action 
cannot stop there.”

If that seems an outdated 
example, the US military base 
at Guam today is a symbol of 
US strength in the Pacific. It’s 
both a target and a deterrence 
in the same way.

The line between a failed 
foreign policy based on 
drunken outrage and one 
based on sober feigned bra-
vado is thin.

In response to complaints 
over his rhetoric over Korea, 
Trump said he wasn’t being 
tough enough. He has endorsed 
Nixon’s madman theory, “At a 
minimum, I want them to think 
maybe we would use [nuclear 
weapons], OK?” 

Nixon said, “I can go in my 
office and pick up a telephone, 
and in 25 minutes millions of 
people will be dead.”  

In 2015 Trump said, “For 
me, nuclear is just the power, 
the devastation is very impor-
tant to me.” A thin line.

B
UT THE counter 
argument is that 
N i xon  nego t i -
ated with China 
and held nuclear  
non-proliferation 

talks with Russia. 
When Nixon met Chinese 

leader Mao,  Nixon pro-
claimed, “The Chairman’s writ-
ings moved a nation and have 
changed a world.” 

Mao replied, “Your book, The 
Six Crises, is not a bad book.” 

Mao said he would only dis-
cuss philosophy. Nixon got 
drunk and promised that the 
US would defend China against 
any foreign aggressor. 

Kissinger gave the Chinese 
deputy foreign minister US 
intelligence on Russia—with-
out telling anyone else.

Nonetheless, so the argu-
ment goes, officials held talks. 
Despite rather than because 
of Nixon and Mao, the US and 
China thawed in their relations. 

It’s sort of a reassuring 
thought. There is a logic to 
combining bluster and sanc-
tions with engagement to slow 
down the Korean nuclear pro-
gramme instead of blowing up 
the world. But this can lead to 

 CAPITAL’S  
 NUCLEAR 
 FALLOUT
We can’t rely on another Henry Kissinger stopping a drunk 
US president pressing the button, writes Simon Basketter. 
Removing the nuclear threat requires changing the system

US presidents 
have authority 
to press the 
nuclear button 
at any time 

‘‘ 
Richard Nixon wanted  
to prove that he would 
resort to a nuclear war

THE DEVASTATION at Hiroshima 

Was there a parliamentary 
alternative to revolution?

Workers in revolt lost 
faith in the capitalist 
parliament—and 
looked towards a 
better system

THE FEBRUARY Revolution in 
Russia in 1917 shifted society 
leftwards and discredited 
bourgeois democracy. 

As historian Mike Haynes 
put it, “At no point in 1917 
could unambiguously pro-
capitalist parties have come 
anywhere near achieving a 
respectable minority vote 
in any electoral test.”

Yet many in Russia at the 
time, including the Socialist 
Revolutionaries (SRs) and 
the Menshevik parties, 
argued that the revolution 
must be a bourgeois one. 

They wanted compromise 
with a capitalist class 
that was organising to 
smash the revolution.

The Provisional 
Government set up after 
February aimed to bring in 
more democratic freedoms, 
not to transform society. 
But the revolution pushed 
beyond those limits as class 
antagonisms intensified.

The revolution was 
partly driven by a desire 
to end the war. But most 
of the Russian ruling class 
remained committed to it.

Hostile
Bosses tried to placate 
workers with workplace 
reforms—and became more 
hostile when their plan 
failed. Peasants hoped that 
the revolution would give 
them land, but landowners 
organised to block it.

Those who argued for 
a bourgeois revolution 
effectively backed the bosses 
and landlords. Menshevik 
Skobelev argued, “The 
transfer of enterprises into 
the hands of the people 
would not at the present 
time assist the revolution.”

The interests of the ruling 
class conflicted with the 
revolution, but bourgeois 
democracy couldn’t offer a 
solution. The crisis was too 
acute to simply move to a 
stable capitalist system. 

Many industrialists hoped 
for a successful coup by 
General Kornilov. But the 

Provisional Government fell 
apart after the coup failed in 
September. Attempts at new 
coalitions were paralysed 
by divisions on whether the 
bourgeoisie, in particular 
the main capitalist party the 
Cadets, should be included.

The experience of the 
failures of compromise, 
and sharp arguments, won 
more workers to backing 
the Bolsheviks. The Soviets, 
or workers’ councils, easily 
seized power in Petrograd on 
24-25 October partly because 
the Provisional Government 
no longer had support. 

The Second Congress of 

Soviets met on 25 October.
Menshevik Martov argued 

for a socialist coalition. But 
the representatives of the 
main Menshevik groups 
walked out along with right 
wing SRs. Haynes wrote how 
this left Martov “plaintively 
echoing his call for unity 
with those who had left”.

The rail union Vikzhel 
demanded talks between 
all sides to develop a new 
coalition government. 

The Mensheviks and SRs 
first demanded that the 
Bolsheviks be excluded, then 
that Bolshevik leaders Lenin 
and Trotsky be excluded. 

The SRs and Mensheviks 
refused to negotiate a 
meaningful coalition. And 
the class conflicts at the 
heart of society stopped 
any deal being done.

Insurrection
On 28 October officers and 
cadets staged an insurrection 
against the revolution. This 
pushed Vikzhel to declare 
that those on the right “do 
not want compromise” 
but “total capitulation”.

There was no capitalist 
democratic alternative in 
Russia in 1917. And the 
Soviet insurrection didn’t 
cause the revolution’s defeat. 

The revolution failed 
because it didn’t spread. As 
Rosa Luxemburg put it, its 
failure would be “because 
social democracy in the West 
consists of miserable and 
wretched cowards who will 
look quietly on and let the 
Russians bleed to death”.
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution tinyurl.com/sw1917

MEMBERS OF the Provisional Government

The crisis was 
too acute to 
simply move to 
a capitalist 
system

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION

1917 TIMELINE
14-22 September  
(27 September to 5 October 
in the modern calendar)
lThe Provisional 
Government holds a 
“democratic conference” 
in the hope of giving itself 
legitimacy
lThe conference votes 
against forming a new 
coalition—but the 
government forms a “pre-
parliament” instead



 TfL Uber ruling should have gone further
by ALISTAIR FARROW

TRANSPORT FOR London 
(TfL) has not renewed taxi 
firm Uber’s licence to oper-
ate in London. 

The decision has sparked 
fierce debate about how to 
deal with “gig economy” 
firms. 

Of the two limited options 
TfL forced upon itself—to 
renew or not—the latter is 
better. 

But it doesn’t go far 
enough and TfL could have 
pursued many other options.

“If anything, I would have 
preferred them to grant Uber 
the licence but to attach con-
ditions to it,” Uber driver 
Yaseen Aslam told Socialist 
Worker. 

He said those conditions 
could have included forcing 
Uber to pay workers a mini-
mum wage.

Strategy
Uber’s strategy is to saturate 
the market with drivers and 
then drop rates of pay.

It thrives on deregula-
tion and sweeping away any 
restrictions on how business 
operates. 

TfL didn’t have a problem 
with this at any point in the 
five years since Uber began 
operating in London. 

Yaseen said, “People are 
becoming more aware of 
what’s going on and this has 
placed TfL under pressure.” 

U b e r ’ s  l i c e n c e  w a s 

removed last week because 
it was not judged a “fit and 
proper” operator. 

TfL found fault with the 
way the firm carried out 
driver background checks and 
administered medical certifi-
cates. Uber had the gall to say 
it would fight “in the courts 

to defend the livelihood of  
drivers”. 

Yaseen is one of two driv-
ers who won a landmark case 
in which the judge ruled they 
were Uber employees, not 
self-employed as the com-
pany claimed. 

This meant they should 

have been entitled to sick 
pay, maternity pay and other 
statutory protections. 

“TfL has done this too 
late,” said Yaseen. “Uber has 
now become so big and suc-
cessful that drivers’ jobs and 
livelihoods are threatened. 

“They have killed off all of 

their competitors.”
Uber will keep operating 

in London throughout the 
appeals process. 

The firm is also set to 
appeal the decision in Yaseen 
and James Farrar’s case on 
Wednesday of this week. A 
protest has been called.

Rights
“We want to ensure that 
people working for compa-
nies such as Uber learn their 
basic rights when it comes 
to the minimum wage and 
things like this,” said Yaseen. 

TfL’s decision is a step in 
the right direction. 

But is unlikely to finish the 
journey because that would 
bring it into conflict with 
powerful interests. 

Other taxi firms are wait-
ing to swoop in on a market 
that has seen wages and con-
ditions forced down by Uber. 

TfL’s decision will do noth-
ing to stop these firms filling 
Uber’s role.

Join the protest on the 
day of Uber’s appeal—
Precarious Labour Strikes 
Back. Wednesday 27 
September, 8am-10.30am, 
TfL, 197 Blackfriars Road, 
central London SE1 8NJ
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Another 
crash on 
horizon?

THE CRASH of 2007 
was the biggest 

recession since the 
Second World War.

There are now 
fears about a 
further recession. 

After a decade of 
austerity and billions 
spent bailing out the 
banks, we have not  
seen a significant 
recovery.

Companies are 
still saddled with bad 
debt, and individuals 
have been racking 
up more and more 
consumer debt. 

The problem shows 
no sign of slowing 
down, with household 
debt growing by 10 
percent in the past year. 

Economic growth was 
1.6 percent last year. 

Because growth is so 
sluggish, an increase 
in interest rates 
could have a massive 
impact on business. 

The crash exposed 
how volatile the 
system is. 

Europe’s banking 
sector still has massive 
debts and would not be 
able to absorb a crash 
of a similar magnitude. 

The crash of a 
decade ago was not an 
isolated aberration, but 
part of an unstable 

system that 
cannot regulate 
itself out of 
problems.

Ticking debt ‘time bomb’ may 
blast holes in weak recovery
Millions of people are scraping by in badly paid jobs and are being forced to take out loans.  
Ten years after the ‘credit crunch’, Sarah Bates  looks at what’s behind the debt explosion  

Car finance schemes drive the rise in dodgy credit 
THE WAY people are 
buying cars has 

changed. Ten years ago 
most new cars were 
bought either with cash or 
a loan from a bank. 

Since the financial 
crash car companies 
have presented options 
for people that seem 
more affordable.

Some 86 percent of 
cars are now bought using 
credit. Personal contract 
plans (PCPs) are one 
of the most common.

These car finance 
schemes are the fastest 
growing part of consumer 
credit. Around 75 percent 

of growth in consumer 
credit from 2012 has 
come from car finance.  

Lending for these 
contracts is big business—
it’s valued at a record  
£58 billion and 
looks set to grow. 

A PCP is a hire 
purchase agreement.

But instead of buying 
a car outright through 
instalments, people simply 
pay for the amount the 
car depreciates over a 
fixed term. They put 
down a deposit then pay 
a monthly amount. 

At the end of the period 
the customer can make 

a further payment, often 
several thousand pounds, 
to buy the car or leave the 
PCP and give the car back. 

Companies are lying 
when they say that a 
PCP is similar to taking 
out a phone contract.

The financial 
implications are 
much greater.  

Some people have also 
complained of being hit 
with unexpected bills at 
the end of the contract. 

The Financial Services 
Authority is currently 
investigating if PCP deals 
have been sold to people 
who can’t afford them. 

SOME 51 percent of women and 
45 percent of men aged 18 to 

30 have to borrow money to make 
it through to the end of the month.

Debt charities say almost nine mil-
lion individuals use credit for essen-
tial household bills. 

These shocking statistics come 
as the Bank of England warned last 
week that Britain’s “debt time bomb” 
is heading for an explosion.  

Personal debt has now reached 
£200 billion, mostly on credit cards, 
personal loans and car deals.

Consumer debt has been growing for 
almost ten years and is almost as high 
as the level of personal debt in 2007—
just before the crash. Household sav-
ings plummeted to record low levels at 
the end of last year. 

The Bank of England recently 
hinted it may raise interest rates, 
which could leave millions of house-
holds struggling to make repayments 
on mortgages and loans. 

Interest rates have been held at an 
unprecedented low rate for a decade 
since July 2007.

Revive
After the banking crisis, interest  rates 
were kept low to funnel money to 
businesses. In addition it was hoped 
people would borrow money, spend 
it and revive demand.

 For a while banks were nervous 
about whether borrowers could repay. 

But more recently, in pursuit of 
profits, banks and other lenders have 
been extending “easy” lines of credit, 
such as payday loans and car hire pur-
chase schemes. 

Lenders are encouraging people to 
borrow—and often not bothering to 
check if they can pay the loans back. 

Low wages and the growth of zero 
hour contracts mean that more people 

are having to rely on credit for basics. 
That has led to the explosion in 

people using short term loan compa-
nies over the last decade. 

One in four parents have used 
payday loan companies.

These firms target people who can’t 
access bank loans or more “traditional” 
forms of credit. They can approve 
loans of as much as £1,000 to people 
in a matter of minutes. 

Their business models are based 
on customers paying back several 
times the amount they borrowed 
through annual interest rates in the 
hundreds of percent. 

The astronomical interest rates 
drive people further into the cycle of 
debt.

But availability of credit is not the 
only factor that affects levels of con-
sumer debt in Britain.

The growth of credit is linked to 
a decade of falling wages and rising 
living costs. This has seen people 
using credit to pay rent or buy house-
hold goods such as washing machines 
or cookers. 

If interest levels rise, lots of people 
in debt could have trouble repaying 
loans. They could lose their houses, 
their cars and find it even harder to 
make ends meet. 

Car finance firms often don’t care if you can’t pay loans back 

AROUND 50 percent of 18 to 30 year olds rely on payday loans to make ends meet 

Is the world 
economy on 
the slide?
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IN BRIEF 

Glasgow protest 
demands equal pay
UNISON AND GMB union 
members protested last 
week outside Glasgow City 
Chambers to demand equal 
pay.

It was the second 
demonstration in a week 
around the long-running 
single status dispute. 

Glasgow City Council has 
over 11,000 outstanding 
single status claims, which 
are mostly from low-paid 
women workers. 

Unison won a legal battle 
last month to get it to pay up 
and now the council could face 
a bill of £500 million.

This issue is feeding into 
the wider issue of low pay.
lDemonstrate, Pay Up Now. 
Organised by Unison Scotland, 
Saturday 7 Oct, 11.30am, 
Johnston Terrace, Edinburgh

Nazis humiliated  
on demo in Essex  
THE NAZI English Defence 
League (EDL) was forced to 
abandon a planned protest 
in Chelmsford, Essex, last 
Saturday after just six fascists 
showed up.

Around 50 counter-
protesters joined a demo 
called by Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF). 

UAF will also mobilise 
against a planned EDL protest 
in Peterborough on Saturday 
21 October, along with the 
local TUC.

Britain First chiefs 
charged in court
BRITAIN FIRST leaders Paul 
Golding and Jayda Fransen 
have been charged with 
causing religiously aggravated 
harassment.

It follows a protest outside 
a trial of four Afghan asylum 
seekers accused of raping 
a teenager, who were later 
found guilty.

Golding and Fransen 
allegedly handed out leaflets 
and shared videos about the 
trial at Canterbury Crown 
Court in May. They will 
appear before at Medway 
magistrates on 17 October.

Sellafield strike 
over low pay 
AROUND 2,500 workers at 
Sellafield nuclear plant in 
Cumbria were set to strike 
this Wednesday.

The GMB union members 
are fighting bosses’ 
imposition of a below-
inflation 1.5 percent pay rise.

 They voted by 76 percent 
to strike on a 60 percent 
turnout. 

A GMB spokesperson 
said, “Our members have 
had enough of the company 
imposing their pay upon 
them.

“The vote to strike comes 
after the company ignored 
repeated requests for further 
talks.”

The Unite union is also 
balloting its 2,000 members 
at the plant. 

Joint action can derail 
   plan to scrap guards
by SARAH BATES 

RAIL WORKERS across four 
networks plan to walk out to 
defend safety next Tuesday 
and Thursday. 

The RMT union members’ 
action on Southern, Merseyrail, 
Greater Anglia and Arriva Rail 
North is planned to disrupt the 
Tory party conference. 

It is being held in 
Manchester from Sunday to 
next Wednesday. 

The action is the latest in 
the long-running struggle over 
the introduction of driver only 
operation (DOO).

These plans would 
take guards off trains and 
move their “safety critical” 
responsibilities onto the driver. 

Coordinating the action can 
put pressure onto the Tories 
and bosses. They are driving 
through the multibillion DOO 
to try to grab even more profits 
and smash the rail unions.   

Workers at Southern have 
taken over 80 days of strikes in 
the last 18 months. 

RMT members on 
Southern, Arriva Rail North 

and Merseyrail struck together 
over four days last month. 

This disrupted large parts 
of the rail network, with 
some stations shut entirely.
The action next week will be 
Greater Anglia workers’ first 
strike over DOO.

Hours 
On the second day of their 
walkout, the workers will 
be joined by Tube drivers in 
London. 

The Aslef union members 
voted by 88 percent for strikes 
over working hours. 

Meanwhile, Aslef is 
currently in talks with Govia 
Thameslink Railway, the 
parent company of Southern 
rail. 

They say they have made 
“significant progress” in 
reaching the deal. 

Earlier this year Aslef 
members rejected two deals 
stitched up by their union 
leaders and bosses, which 
would have extended DOO.

Striking together alongside 
RMT members can force the 
Tories’ favourite rail firm GTR 
to back down. 

CLEANERS AND porters in the GMB union protested outside North Middlesex Hospital in 
north west London on Thursday of last week. Outsourcing giant Medirest, which has taken 
over the contract, is refusing to give workers the Living Wage and wants to impose job cuts 

HEALTH

A keep the guard on the train demo  Picture: Guy Smallman
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CINEMA WORKERS 

Strike reel keeps rolling  
at Picturehouse cinemas
WORKERS AT the Ritzy 
cinema in Brixton, south 
London, struck last Saturday.

The members of the Bectu 
section of the Prospect union 
marked one year since the 
begining of the latest round 
of their dispute.

Sophie Lowe, one of 
the striking Ritzy workers, 
said, “One year on from 
the start of this dispute, we 
are planning a substantial 
escalation in the campaign.”

The dispute has spread 
to five other Picturehouse 
cinemas in London and 
Brighton. 

Workers are fighting for 
the Living Wage and the 
reinstatement of sacked 
union reps. There will 

be more strikes across 
Picturehouse cinemas in 
London during October, 
which sees the British Film 
Institute (BFI) festival taking 
place across the capital. 

Some screenings will 
be held at Picturehouse 
cinemas, despite BFI 
claiming it supports the 
workers’ demands.

Workers at both the 
Hackney and Central 
Picturehouse sites will strike 
from 5pm on 6, 8, 11 and 15 
October. 

They plan a demonstration 
in Leicester Square in central 
London on 4 October, the 
first day of the BFI film 
festival.
Tim O’Dell 

TRANSPORT 

Hundreds march through 
Brighton to stop NHS cuts 
HUNDREDS OF people 
joined a march against the 
Tories’ assault on the NHS in 
Brighton last Sunday. 

It was organised by 
the Sussex Keep Our NHS 
Public to conincide with the 
first day of Labour Party 
conference (see pages 4&5). 

Health campaigners 
lobbied the conference 
during the debate on the 
NHS motion on Tuesday.

The motion called for a 
break with the Tories’ drive 

to break up and privatise 
the health service. They 
demanded that it passes 
without amendments.

The Tories are forcing 
through the next stage 
of the Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs) 
that will slash services. 

nHEALTH campaigners  
plan to march through Ealing 
in west London this Saturday. 
lAssemble 11am in  
Southall Park, UB1 3BT

BIRMINGHAM 

Bin workers shouldn’t take 
any rubbish during pause
BIRMINGHAM BIN workers 
suspended their programme 
of industrial action after the 
High Court ruled against 
council bosses last week. 

The High Court’s 
injunction means that 
the Labour-run council 
cannot push through 106 
redundancies until a full 
hearing in November. 

The cuts had been due to 
go through on Wednesday of 
next week. 

A summer of walkouts 
by Unite union members 
had forced the council to 
sign up to an agreement 
at government conciliation 
service Acas. 

Shortly afterwards it went 
back on the deal—and issued 
the redundancy notices.  

Richard, a Unite union 
member, told Socialist 
Worker, “The council now has 
a choice—stick to the Acas 
agreement or it can come 
back to a full trial.

“By no means do we feel 
that the fight is over, but this 
is a big step.” Part of the 

judge’s ruling in favour of the 
union included suspending 
the action. 

If the strikes had continued 
the pressure could have 
broken the council’s assault.

The strike had caused a 
political crisis for the council. 

Council leader John 
Clancy has resigned and 
pressure was mounting on 
chief executive Stella Manzie.  

The bosses have shown 
themselves intent on pushing 
through the attacks—and will 
try to use the pause to break 
momentum. 

Richard said, “Some were 
reluctant to leave the picket 
lines, but saw the significance 
of the judge’s decision.

“The judge wanted to 
make sure the union wouldn’t 
have its cake and eat it.” 

Workers will need to keep 
organised in the runup to the 
full hearing and be ready to 
walk out again. 

As Richard said, “The 
fight is not over, the fight will 
continue, our guys will be 
back out if they need be.”

Pilots launch air strikes 
against bosses’ pay offer
PILOTS AT Thomas Cook 
Airline struck for 24 hours 
last Saturday. 

The Balpa union members 
are striking for a pay rise 
that matches inflation.

Bosses at Thomas Cook 
have offered them only  
1.5 percent. 

This follows a previous 
walkout on 8 September—
which was the first pilots’ 
strike since 1974. 

The latest strike comes 

after talks at government 
conciliation service Acas  
did not result in an 
agreement.  

Some 91 percent of pilots 
have voted for strikes on an  
88 percent turnout.

They were set to strike 
again this Friday and on 
Friday of next week. 

Balpa says that over  
40 flights had to be 
rescheduled during the 
walkout last Saturday. 

PILOTS 

THE UNITE union called off 
a bus controllers’ strike over 
pay set to take place last 
Friday. 

A deal was reached with 
Transport for London through 
government conciliation 
service Acas the day before. 

The workers had already 
walked out for 48 hours over 
the August bank holiday.

 TfL previously offered a 
non-consolidated lump sum 
of £350. The new deal sees 
workers get the £350 and a 
1 percent pay rise from next 
year.

More strikes could have 
won more than 1 percent, 
which represents a real 
terms pay cut. 

 BUS WORKERS 
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TORY HOUSING minister 
Alok Sharma has 
announced changes to 
the compulsory purchase 
order (CPO) process. 

Last week he claimed, 
“This government is 
committed to making 
compulsory purchase 
simpler, fairer and faster.”

The news doesn’t bode 
well for campaigners fighting 
regeneration plans across 
London and in cities across 
Britain. 

CPOs are often used 
to force residents and 
leaseholders out of their 
homes. 

They can then be given a 
fraction of the value of their 
homes, or rehoused miles 
away.

CPOs can occasionally 
be used against the rich to 

make way for social housing, 
although this is becoming 
increasingly rare.

The new guidance 
document does not force 
councils to follow its few 
positive recommendations. 
Instead it advises “acquiring 
authorities” to “consider” 
proposals about “minimum 
level of compensation”.

nCAMPAIGNERS IN Defend 
Council Housing and Axe 
the Housing Act have called 
a summit on Saturday 25 
November. Called under 
the slogan, “After Grenfell 
—we demand safe homes 
for all,” it will discuss 
the way forward for the 
housing movement.
lThe summit will take place 
from 11am to 5pm at Hamilton 
House, London, WC1H 9BD

Socialist Worker  27 September 2017

HOSPITAL WORKERS

 Barts deal has left  
 strikers frustrated
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

OUTSOURCED cleaners 
at Barts Health NHS Trust 
have accepted a pay offer 
from multinational Serco 
after a long-running dispute. 

The Unite union members, 
who had been fighting for a 
30p an hour increase, voted 
by 358 to 113 to accept a  
1 percent pay rise.

There is also a £170 lump 
sum for those working more 
than 20 hours, and £85 for 
others. Bosses withdrew a 
clause that would have ended 
collective bargaining. 

But this is much less than 
strikers deserved. Strikers 
fought courageously in a dis-
pute that highlighted low pay. 

Short 
But many workers, including 
those who accepted the deal, 
are frustrated that the offer 
falls short of what they were 
fighting for. 

As Unite member Darren 
said, “The one-off payment 
will help people, but 1 per-
cent is obviously not enough.”

Management was devi-
ous. At the high point of the 
dispute workers held a joint 
rally with British Airways and 
Bank of England workers. 

Len Hockey, the Unite 
branch secretary, told the 
protest that he understood 

Serco “are willing to talk to 
us”. Not only did Serco not 
come back with an offer, they 
did not show up to a sched-
uled meeting. 

This led to an impasse. 
There needed to be calls for 
wider solidarity action, and 
more outgoing attempts to 
connect with other workers.

But one problem was that 
Unite members had left the 
Unison union that organises 
many trust staff several years 
ago.

They were frustrated with 
the Unison union’s failure to 
lead a fight in the hospital. 

But splitting the workforce 
doesn’t strengthen workers’ 
ability to fight. That is why 
Socialist Worker opposed 

leaving Unison—although 
nobody should support the 
gloating statements from the 
Unison local leaders after the 
Unite strike ended. 

Darren said, “The problem 
is only half came out. We’d 
have had a better chance if 
both unions stood together.”  

Ultimately the Unite lead-
ership did not have a strategy 
to overcome this. The union 
suspended a round of 25 days 
of strikes after one day. 

It then called three weeks 
of walkouts from 4 September 
on every other day, but sus-
pended them one by one. 

Len McCluskey, the Unite 
union leader, talks of Unite 
being a “fightback union” 
with a £32 million strike 

fund. McCluskey should have 
thrown the union’s whole 
weight behind the strikers and 
turned their fight into a dis-
pute of national significance.

There could have been 
protests by Unite members 
everywhere outside other 
Serco operations and huge 
amounts of money raised. 

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell came to the hos-
pital site to support strikers. 
McCluskey didn’t. 

The largely low-paid, 
migrant workforce at Barts 
showed that it’s possible to 
resist a multinational giant.

They should be proud of 
their fight. But they deserved 
much better from their Unite 
national leaders.

Hackney meeting unites 
the fights against racism
THERE WAS an excellent 
Stand Up to Racism (SUTR) 
meeting in Hackney, east 
London, last week. 

It included a very moving 
address by Esa Charles, 
father of Rashan Charles 
who died after contact with 
police. 

Moazzam Begg gave a 
strong address on fighting 
Islamophobia and all forms 
of racism. He said, “We 
have an antidote to the 
racist poison pushed by the 
government and the media. 

“It’s called unity.”
Weyman Bennett, co-

convenor of SUTR talked 
about how unity and 
solidarity had broken racist 
organisations such as the 
National Front, the British 
National Party and the 

English Defence League.
He said that unity was 

urgently needed against 
Donald Trump and Theresa 
May’s attacks.

A young woman who 
attended the meeting said, 
“I have been meaning to get 
involved in something like 
this for a while. It was so 
great to hear people speak 
in the same room rather 
than through a laptop. 

“There was so much 
energy and I left feeling 
inspired to get more 
involved in anti-racism.”

Hackney SUTR is 
organising to get a big 
delegation to the SUTR 
national conference on  
21 October.
Hackney Stand 
Up To Racism

STRIKERS FOUGHT magnificently      Picture: Guy Smallman

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

 There’s no permission for  
 demolition say marchers   
UP TO 500 people joined 
a housing demonstration 
to increase the pressure on 
Haringey council in north 
London last Saturday.

The Labour-run council 
plans to redevelop seven 
estates through the Haringey 
Development Vehicle (HDV). 

This is a £2 billion joint 
project between the council 
and property developer 
Lendlease. 

Opposition to the HDV has 
split the local Labour party. 

A local party member 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
campaign is about mobilising 
local people and helping them 
understand what’s at stake.

“There’s been no proper 
consultation so people don’t 
understand the threat.” 

Return 
The council has told tenants 
that they will have the 
right to return after the 
redevelopment. 

But when tenants come 
back they will be on private 
five-year tenancies, not 
lifetime council tenancies.

The council has also 
said that 40 percent of new 
homes built through the HDV 
will be “affordable”. 

But that includes rents at 
80 percent of market rates 
and the Tories’ £450,000 

starter homes. 
A judicial review against 

the HDV is set to take place 
on 25 and 26 October at the 
Royal Courts of Justice. 

Campaigners have called 
a protest at 9.30am on the 
first day.

The council has 
acknowledged that proposals 
such as the HDV hit black 
and ethnic minority people 
the hardest. 

Incomes
A council document 
also says, “The ability of 
local people to afford the 
new homes being built 
is dependent on them 
increasing their incomes to a 
sufficient level.” 

School student Abdi 
Qani was on the protest 
with his friends from the 
Northumberland Park estate. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“If we get split up from our 
friends it will be terrible.”

Crucially the campaign 
has pulled ordinary people 
from the local area into 
political activity, many for 
the first time. 

Building on that 
success can be a strong 
counterweight to the council’s 
misinformation campaign—
and force it to back down.
Alistair Farrow 

STAND UP TO RACISM SCHOOLS

HOUSING ROUND-UP

BADOCK’S WOOD SCHOOL

THE overwhelming majority 
of schools still face cuts 
under Tory funding plans, 
campaigners have confirmed. 

Updated calculations on 
schoolcuts.org.uk show that 
88 percent of schools face real 
terms cuts between 2015/16 
and 2019/20.

The average primary school 
will lose £52,546 a year. The 
average secondary school 
will lose £178,321 a year.
The anger at the scale of the 

cuts has seen mass protests in 
towns and cities across Britain 
over the past year. Parents and 
others set up new campaigning 
groups and organised to pile 
the pressure on politicians.

Leaders of school unions 
have denounced the cuts. 

Now they need to match 
the determination shown by 
parents and call action to 
defend education.
lGo to schoolcuts.org.uk for 
details of cuts in your local area

On the march against social cleansing  Picture: Guy Smallman

Cuts still hit under new plan

NASUWT UNION members 
at Badock’s Wood primary 
school in Bristol called 
off six days of planned 
strikes after a last minute 
agreement with school 
management on Monday.

Teachers are in dispute 
because of changes 
management has brought in 
after schools inspectorate 
Ofsted rated the school 

inadequate. Managers 
want teachers to take on 
extra duties and to have 
more assessments.

NASUWT national 
executive member 
Wendy Exton said the 
agreement included 
scrapping “excessive 
monitoring” of teachers.

Strikes can be reinstated if 
managers renege on the deal.
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 FIGHT TO SMASH  
 TORIES’ PAY CAP  
by SARAH BATES

THE REVOLT against the 
public sector pay cap is 
growing.

Workplace meetings and 
demonstrations herald the 
start of a new push in the 
fight for pay. 

Union leaders are talking 
about strikes.

PCS union general sec-
retary  Mark Serwotka 
spoke to a meeting of over  
100 people in Birmingham on 
Wednesday of last week. 

“There’s the potential to 
bring three million work-
ers out on strike over pay,” 
he said. “We have to put 
the pressure on in our work-
places and our communities.”

Organise
The PCS is set to launch 
a consultative ballot of its 
members to ask if they’re 
willing to strike over pay. But 
its members aren’t waiting to 
organise.

Pete Jackson works for the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions in Birmingham. He 
said, “We collected names of 
people interested in helping 
and we are planning to hold 

meetings to look at the work-
places that need support.”

Another PCS member in 
Manchester said, “We have 
taken inspiration from the 
CWU union’s campaign of gate 
meetings and photos of the 
postal workers voting so we’re 
calling a lunchtime protest.”

Last Saturday 100 people 
protested in Lowestoft to 

demand the pay cap be 
scrapped. Kevin Wingfield 
from Lowestoft Coalition 
against the Cuts said, 
“Speakers got a loud cheer 
when they emphasised the 
need to build resistance and a 
campaign to defeat May.” 

A real mood to fight 
is beginning to develop. 
Workers are furious at 

year-on-year pay cuts. A 
recent study showed that 
median NHS pay has fallen 
by almost £2,000 over the 
last seven years.

Strikes have the power not 
just to improve wages and 
conditions but also pile polit-
ical pressure on the Tories. 

S h a d o w  c h a n c e l l o r 
John McDonnell spoke to 

a meeting in Camden last 
week. “The opportunity is 
now, while people are angry 
about the pay cap,” he said. 
“It could be one of the factors 
that breaks the government.”

There are signs that across 
the public sector, workers are 
gearing up for a serious fight. 

Firefighters in the FBU 
union have already rejected 

a 2 percent pay offer. The 
UCU union said a 1 percent 
offer from further educa-
tion bosses last week “fails to 
address years of pay suppres-
sion”. The UCU Left, which 
Socialist Worker supports, 
said the offer was “ridiculous 
and out of touch”.

FE lecturers have suffered 
a 21 percent pay cut in real 
terms since 2009. A consul-
tative ballot of UCU members 
in FE on pay strikes was set to 
end on Friday of this week. 

Support
Workers should treat the con-
sultations as though they are 
real strike ballots—and vote 
yes to build support. 

Unions have submitted 
pay claims in both health 
and local government. They 
should not wait until Tory 
chancellor Philip Hammond’s 
budget is announced on  
22 November to begin cam-
paigning to win them. That 
includes pushing for strikes.

Unions need to organise to 
scrap the pay cap—but they 
can’t stop there. We need 
above inflation pay increases 
for all public sector work-
ers —not just the sectors the 
Tories feel inclined to fund.

OVER A hundred people came to hear Mark Serwotka in 
Birmingham (above) and over 40 to hear John McDonnell (left) in 
Camden last week  Pictures: Geoff Dexter anD socialist Worker

POSTAL WORKERS

 Royal Mail workers on course to deliver a huge yes vote in national ballot
THERE ARE strong 
signs that Royal Mail 
workers are voting 
massively in favour 
of strikes to protect 
their pensions, 
conditions and to 
win a pay rise above 
inflation. The 
ballot closes 
next Tuesday.

Terry 
Pullinger, the 
union’s deputy 
general 
secretary 
(postal) said, 
“The CWU 
postal army is 
on the march. 
Management’s 
plans for the 

future are a total breach 
of trust and the promises 
they made in 2013.

“Our ballot is a vote of 
no confidence in them 
as well as a referendum 
on the future that 
workers deserve.”

Indications from 
CWU reps and 
messages on social 
media indicate 
the strike ballot 

will surpass the 
50 percent 
turnout 
threshold 

demanded 
by anti-
union laws.

The union 
has announced 

there have been over 
1,000 membership 
meetings during the 
ballot campaign.

Alan, a CWU member 
in the West Midlands, told 
Socialist Worker, “I’ve 
never seen anything like 
this. Everyone is really 
engaged in the ballot.

Forms
“People go to the 
box together to post 
their ballot forms. 

“Anyone who hasn’t 
voted yet is getting a lot 
of friendly reminders 
that they need to exercise 
their right to vote.

“To be honest I wish 
the strike was tomorrow. 

“I just want to see 
this mood come out 
on the picket lines.”

But there must 
not be the slightest 
relaxation. Complacency 
is dangerous.

Every vote matters 
in piling the pressure 
on Royal Mail bosses 
and preparing for a 
hard-hitting strike. 

Many activists expect 
the first strike to be 
for at least 48 hours 
to show bosses the 
battle is serious.

It should be called as 
soon as possible after 
the ballot result. 

And then there can 
be no let up until a deal 

is won that delivers not 
just more talks but

•A pension scheme 
for all workers in the 
industry, not just longer-
term employees.

•An above-inflation 
pay rise not linked to 
productivity deals.

•No compulsion 
to change hours to 
fit in with Royal Mail 
profit maximisation.

•A shorter working 
week without loss of pay.

There was huge 
political support for 
the CWU’s campaign at 
Labour’s conference. 

And it was good to 
hear Labour’s leaders that 
Royal Mail will be taken 
back from the privatisers.

Labour must fully 
back the strikes.

A win in the post 
can inspire many 
others to fight. 

...and in Northampton
 Picture: @JulescWureP

Turning out the vote 
in Long Sutton...
Picture: cWu eastern no5 Branch
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