
lMay’s 
rabble 
fall out

lNow 
get rid of 
them all

STAND UP TO RACISM CONFERENCE
SATURDAY 21 OCTOBER   
10.30am-4.30pm  
Central London

Speakers include 
Labour MPs Diane Abbott, Kate Osamor and 
Catherine West. Trade union leaders Kevin 
Courtney, Dave Ward and Roger McKenzie. 

Leading activists including Salma Yaqoob, 
Kate Hudson and Weyman Bennett

For details see page 7 and standuptoracism.org
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ROYAL MAIL

Posties deliver 
a huge vote for 
pension strike
THE CWU postal workers’ 
union was set to announce 
an overwhelming mandate 
for strikes as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

The ballot is expected to 
smash through the 50 percent 
threshold for industrial action.

Postal workers spoke to 
Socialist Worker about how 
they ran the campaign. 
>>Pages 10&11

CATALONIA

General strike 
erupts after 
referendum
MORE THAN two million 
people voted for Catalan 
independence despite 
brutal police repression 
injuring hundreds.

Spanish prime minister 
Mariano Rajoy called the 
vote illegal.

A general strike on 
Tuesday shut down 
Barcelona.
>>Pages 17&20

LABOUR

How can we 
resist bosses’ 
sabotage? 
THE ESTABLISHMENT will 
use any trick to protect 
their interests from a left 
wing Labour government.

This could include forcing a 
run on the pound.

We have to mobilise the 
working class, which has the 
power to take them on.
>>Pages 14&15
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  Ain’t nothing going on 
but the rent increases
THE TOTAL amount 
of rent paid to private 
landlords in Britain has 
increased. It is now more 
than double the amount 
of mortgage interest paid 
to banks by homeowners. 

Renters paid about 
£54 billion to buy-to-
let investors across the 
country over the  
12 months June.

In the last five years the 
amount paid to landlords 
has risen by  
£14 billion. In 
the same period 
the number of 
homes in the 
private rented 
sector has grown 
by just over a 
fifth. In London, 
the total amount 

of rent paid is about 
four times the amount 
paid in interest to banks 
by owner-occupiers. 

The total amount of rent 
paid collectively in London 
was around £20 billion in 
the 12 months to the end 
of June. This has risen by 
42 percent over five years.

Younger people are 
responsible for about  
half of Britain’s total 
rent bill, paying around 

£24 billion to 
landlords over 
the past year. 

The average 
share of income 
that Britain’s 
families spend 
on housing has 
trebled over the 
past 50 years. 

Vultures circle to cash in on 
vulture capital’s failures
UP TO 3,000 pilots, cabin 
crew, engineers and oth-
ers woke up out of a job 
on Monday after Monarch 
airline entered insolvency.

The airline’s owner, invest-
ment fund Greybull Capital, 
said it was “deeply sad-
dened”. But Greybull has 
been here before.

It took over Monarch in 
2014 on the back of its suc-
cess in “rescuing” electrical 
goods chain Comet.

Comet collapsed in 2012 
soon after a consortium led 
by Greybull bought it in 2011.

Almost 7,000 workers lost 
their jobs. 

The government paid  
£49 million in redundancy 
payments and £26 million 
in unpaid tax. But Greybull 
made sure investors got 
almost £120 million out of 
the raid.

Its first move after buying 

Monarch was to bring in new 
boss Andrew Swaffield to 
start making cuts.

The pension scheme 
collapsed. Staff unions 
Unite and Balpa agreed to  
30 percent pay cuts and 700 
job losses in the hope this 

would save the company.
That was music to axeman 
Swaffield’s ears.

“When they voted in large 
numbers to take a pay reduc-
tion to save the business, I 
knew this was a pretty unique 
company,” he later gloated.

Greybull can console itself by 
making plans for the British 
Steel plants it bought for  
£1 last year.

And the collapse is good 
news for other airlines cir-
cling the carcass to snap up 
its assets and its customers.

Easyjet’s shares leapt up 
more than 5 percent on 
Monday morning, Ryanair’s 
almost 3 percent with those 
of Wizz Air, Flybe and the 
owner of British Airways up 
too.

A drop in tourism to Egypt, 
Tunisia and Turkey after 
terror attacks and repression 
and the weak pound after 
last year’s Brexit vote both 
squeezed Monarch’s profits.

But the real problem is 
bosses who push operations 
to the limit knowing that cus-
tomers, workers and the tax-
payer will bear the brunt if it 
goes too far.

l LORD ASHCROFT has 
published a book on why 

the Tories lost the election. The 
Lost Majority saw 20,000 people 
asked for one word to sum up 
the Tories following the election 
in June.

The most common words 
were “rich”, “liars” and 
“nasty”.

lTHE SUN newspaper has collaborated 
with counter-terrorism cops on a 

safety campaign for teenagers telling them 
what to do in the event of a terror attack. 
Run, hide and tell apparently is the guide. 

It’s nice to see the cops 
back on friendly terms with 
the Murdoch rag again. 

So bribe, hack and lie might 
be a better slogan.

Money no object for  
estate agent basement 
EVERYTHING comes to 
he who waits although it 
helps to be a billionaire.

After a ten-year battle, 
Jon Hunt, the founder of 
Foxtons estate agency, 
has got the go-ahead to 
build a superbasement in 
his home in Kensington, 
west London.

He has seen off 
objections from the 
council and from 
neighbours including the 
French and 
Japanese 
embassies 
and the 
Indian High 
Commission. 

He is free 
to turn his 
house into 
an “iceberg” 

home, with underground 
space that will include 
a museum to house 
his car collection.

The Planning 
Inspectorate said 
Hunt had “committed 
considerable resources 
in the formulation and 
pursuit of schemes for a 
basement development 
through the planning and 
legal systems. Finance 
does not appear to be 

an obstacle to 
Hunt’s desire 
to construct a 
very sizeable 
basement 
development.”
Indeed. Hunt’s 
personal 
wealth is put at 
£1.36 billion. 

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW@

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Dry as dust, dull 
as ditchwater, 
charmless  
right  wing  
Philip Hammond’
Former Lib Dem minister  
David Laws 

‘Boris fucked up 
an open goal the 
last time he tried 
to become PM. 
Why should we 
trust him to do 
better this time?’
The Duke of Beaufort on  
Boris Johnson’s prospects of 
becoming Tory leader

‘We should 
change our name 
to Conservative 
Workers’ Party’
Tory MP Robert Halfon

‘Impatient with 
division and 
disorganisation 
at the heart 
of the party of 
government’
British Chambers of Commerce 
chief Adam Marshall on the 
bosses’ view of the Tories

‘Stodgy’
Daily Mail columnist  
Quentin Letts on Tory party 
conference delegates

‘I am sorry’
Theresa May on the Tories’ 
performance in the general 
election

The Sun’s anti terror advert
Anti-gay Ukip 
conference? 
A LEAFLET available at 
Ukip’s conference has 
compared the “alternative 
lifestyle” of gay people 
to that of Hitler and the 
Yorkshire Ripper.

The leaflet, titled 
Homosexuality—the Real 

Alternative, was available 
on a stand for the Support 
4 the Family group. 

The group opposes gay 
marriage and transgender 
rights. 

The leaflet said, “You 
may call it an ‘alternative 
lifestyle’, but this term is 
meaningless.

“Everyone from 
Hitler to the Yorkshire 
Ripper could claim an 
alternative lifestyle that, 
to themselves, no doubt 
seemed quite natural.”

ALL MONARCH flights were cancelled

Rent is going up

Tories stopped 
from having gin  
DEFENDERS OF the 
Tories were outraged at 
the temerity of people to 
protest against them in 
Manchester last Sunday. 

Daily Mail columnist 
Dominic Lawson 
denounced the “vile 
language” of protesters 
in a page devoted to the 
protest on Monday. 

He whined that “threats” 
had led to “at least one 
scheduled event—nothing 
more than an innocent 
‘gin-tasting’ Conservative 
social evening—being 
cancelled”.

On your bike 
sexist Tory  
A TORY MP said 
unemployed young people 
should be prepared to “get 
on their bikes”.

Craig Mackinlay told 
a fringe meeting at the 
Conservative conference 
“I was struggling to think 
why wouldn’t a youngster 
from Glasgow without 
a job come down to the 
south to work for a farm 
for the summer with loads 
of gorgeous EU women 
working there? 

“What’s not to like? Get 
on your bike and find a 
job.” 

Jon Hunt



New Ukip 
boss rails 
at migrants
NEW UKIP leader Henry 
Bolton kicked off his stint by 
attacking multiculturalism 
and immigration. Last week 
the former cop and soldier 
was elected Ukip’s fourth 
leader in just over a year.

Bolton took nearly 
30 percent of the vote while 
Anne Marie Waters, a vicious 
Islamophobe, came second 
with 21.3 percent.

In his first speech 
as Ukip leader Bolton 
declared, “Multiculturalism 
is swamping or displacing 
our own British culture.” 
He added that immigration 
is “overwhelming” public 
services.

At a press conference 

Bolton said LGBT+ rights 
had gone “too far”. He said 
he rejected the idea that “we 
are at war with Islam”. Yet 
during his election campaign 
he said he was proud of 
“fighting Islam”.

Some 18 of Ukip’s  
20 MEPs had threatened to 
resign had Waters won. And 
former leader Nigel Farage 
had floated the idea of 
setting up a new party.

The election of Bolton 
staves off an immediate split 
in the party. But it hasn’t 
lessened its vile racism.
Sadie Robinson

Anti-racists on streets as 
FLA group plans to march 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE FOOTBALL Lads Alliance 
(FLA) plans to put “thirty to forty 
thousand” onto the streets of 
central London this Saturday. 

Its banner of “united against 
extremism” attracts people with all 
sorts of ideas—but it represents a 
serious threat.

The FLA has support from promi-
nent fascists and racists, and gives 
Islamophobes a platform to organ-
ise around.

That’s why Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) has called an event outside 
Downing Street during the march. 

The FLA was forced to issue a 
press release after a major char-
ity pulled out of working with the 
group last week. Walking with the 
Wounded, which works with British 
Army veterans, withdrew its support 
after SUTR raised concerns.

In the press release the FLA 
claimed that the movement is “inclu-
sive of people of all faiths and col-
ours” and is “not racist in any shape 
or form”. 

Reactionary
Gerry Farr, an administrator on the 
FLA’s internal Facebook group, was 
jubilant that the reactionary and 
sectarian Mohan Singh had agreed 
to speak this Saturday. “More great 
news … just landed the very digni-
fied Mohan Singh,” he wrote. 

Singh is part of the Sikh Awareness 
Society, which pushes the racist ste-
reotype that Muslims are responsi-
ble for raping Sikh children. He has 
joined platforms with Nazi Tommy 
Robinson. Singh has also previously 
joined fascist EDL demonstrations. 

In June Singh was part of a “Unite 
Against Hate” event with Robinson 
and Anne Marie Waters, the founder 
of Sharia Watch. After losing the 
Ukip leadership election last week, 
Waters tweeted, “Jihad 1, Truth 0”. 

Waters is a backer of the Mothers 
Against Radical Islam and Sharia 
(Marias) group, which is run by Nazi 
Toni Bugle. Bugle is urging people to 
join the march this Saturday. 

Before a Marias protest in 2015, 
Bugle released a message to sup-
porters. “I don’t care what you are, 

I don’t care if you’re Britain First, I 
don’t care if you’re English Defence 
League, I don’t even care if you’re 
National Front,” she wrote. 

Not everyone in the FLA group is 
a Bugle or Singh. 

But that has not stopped the racist 
and Islamophobic posts on the page, 
which show some of the people it 
attracts. 

Outrage
Andy Cowham wrote in the FLA 
group that “Islam is the world’s big-
gest outrage”. 

“Labour like the Germans are 
frightened of the Jews because 
of how clever they are, unlike the 
Palestinians who would rather sac-
rifice their own children than look 
for peace,” he went on.

The charity pulling out rattled the 
FLA—and is causing it difficulties.

FLA founder John Meighan posted 
in the internal group that “a few 

people have had issues getting into 
grounds with FLA T-Shirts on now”.

It also caused tensions within 
the group. Alongside official calls 
to be more careful while posting, 
the more racist elements have been 
emboldened.

Alan Garrison posted, “This is a 
fundamental moment in time for the 
FLA, either it stands firm in fighting 
Islamic terror or it caves in to these 
left wing bully boys.” 

The FLA is still forming as a move-
ment, and the direction it goes in 
will could become clearer after the 
march on Saturday. 

What anti-racists do now will 
impact on which way it goes. 

It’s time to sound the alarm, go 
on the streets and put forward an  
anti-racist message.
Stand together—no to racism and 
Islamophobia, football for all 
Saturday 7 October, 12 noon, Downing 
Street, central London. bit.ly/2fFL1cF 

THE FOOTBALL Lads Alliance’s previous march (above), and the 
group’s far-right backer Toni Bugle (left)

IN THIS WEEK

 1917
Thousands die  
at Broodseinde
As the slaughter at the 
Battle of Ypres in the First 
World War carried on, 
Allied generals threw men 
into the meat grinder. 

At Broodseinde on 
4 October over 17,000 
people lost their lives 
to take 1,000 feet of 
territory.

“Fighting Islam”—Henry Bolton
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Students protest

Activists storm meeting 
with bigot MP Rees-Mogg 
PROTESTS AT the Tory 
party conference also 
involved direct actions 
by the People’s 
Assembly Against 
Austerity and Disabled 
People Against Cuts 
(Dpac).

Several newspapers 
reported “chaos” 
as a small group of 
protesters from the 
People’s Assembly 
invaded a Tory 
conference fringe 
meeting with bigoted 
MP Jacob Rees-Mogg.

Activists stormed 
the meeting shouting 

“Tories out” and held 
up the start of the 
meeting for around 
15 minutes. Some 
Tory activists tried to 
snatch placards from 
the protesters’ hands.

Abortion
One protester 
challenged Rees-Mogg 
over his “despicable”  
anti-choice opposition 
to abortion.

Meanwhile on 
Sunday activists 
from Dpac blocked 
a Manchester tram 
line in solidarity with 

a group of protesters 
who were kettled.

Police arrested two 
Dpac activists in their 
attempts to forcibly 
remove them from the 
tram lines.

Dpac reported that 
one activist Dennis 
Queen was charged 
with public nuisance 
while another, Sharon 
Hooley, was given a 
caution.

Dpac also reported 
that “a veteran activist 
in his 80s was left 
badly bruised” after 
being “man-handled”.

 No revolution on tuition fees 
THERESA May 
promised a raft of 
new policies aimed 
at students that were 
dubbed a “revolution” 
by the right wing 
Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper. 

They were nothing 
of the sort.

After tripling tuition 
fees to £9,000 in 
2010, May said the 
Tories would “freeze” 
them at £9,250.

And she also said 
the Tories would raise 
the income threshold 
from which graduates 
have to start paying 
back loans to £25,000 
a year.

But this is only for 
people who began 
university in 2012. 

For people who 
started their studies 
before that the 

threshold is much 
lower at £17,775.

And the threshold 
hasn’t risen for five 
years.

This means that 
May’s new one doesn’t 
keep up with inflation.

May’s 
announcement 
backfired.

It drew attention 
to the high levels of 
student debt and the 
low income at which 
they have to be paid 
back.

And many people 
contrasted May’s 
plans with Jeremy 
Corbyn’s promises to 
abolish fees entirely.

Benefits cruelty and chaos
TORY WORK and 
pensions minister 
David Gauke has 
come under fire from 
his own MPs over the 
shambolic rollout of 
the new Universal 
Credit (UC) benefit.

UC is part of 
the Tories’ welfare 
“reforms” that have 
devastated many 

people’s lives. UC 
makes it easier to 
cut and sanction 
claimants by merging 
six benefits into one.

They include 
jobseeker’s allowance, 
income support and 
housing benefit.

People newly 
claiming UC have to 
wait six weeks before 

receiving their first 
payment. 

And the rollout has 
been dogged by errors 
in the payment system

Some 42 percent 
of families in arrears 
getting UC said it was 
due to the waiting 
time, payments being 
delayed or stopped, or 
errors in the system.
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 May leads a   
 ministry of  
 mayhem at  
 Manchester  
 conference
THE  TORY  con fe rence  i n 
Manchester this week saw their 
party leadership in turmoil.

Top cabinet ministers began the 
week attacking foreign secretary 
Boris Johnson for undermining 
Theresa May over Brexit. 

Many called for him to go, or 
hinted that he should be sacked.

Johnson set out a series of “red 
lines”, which are meant to show he 
has a tougher line on Brexit and to 
cause May trouble in negotiations. 

He wants to force May either to 
resign or sack him, while position-
ing himself as a future party leader. 
He was set to speak to the Tory con-
ference as Socialist Worker went to 
press on Tuesday. 

The row is a result of a serious 
split inside the Tory party over 
Brexit. A big chunk of the Tory mem-
bership want an even more national-
ist and racist version of Brexit. 

Many are frustrated at Brexit 
secretary David Davis’s apparent 
powerlessness in front of European 
Union (EU) negotiators.

But the Tories’ friends in big busi-
ness demand a “soft” Brexit with 
access to the EU’s neoliberal single 
market. 

This allows them to trade with-
out tariffs, and protects their inter-
ests with rules that prevent “interfer-
ence” from left wing governments or 
trade unions.

Split 
The Tory leadership 
is caught in between 
the two. 

May tried to over-
come this split by 
calling the snap gen-
eral election, hoping 
to win a bigger major-
ity and strengthen the 
government’s hand in 
EU negotiations.

Instead May came out 
weaker, plunging the 
Tories further into crisis. 

Johnson hoped to 
challenge her by posi-
tioning himself as a 
“godfather of Brexit,” 
as one “friend” told 
the Financial Times 

newspaper this week. Several top 
ministers hinted strongly that May 
should sack Johnson.

One right wing magazine col-
umnist reported that Tories at the 
conference were uniting around the 
slogan, “Jihad on Johnson”.

Rattled 
But many Tory conference dele-
gates—as well as the Sun and Times 
newspapers—backed Johnson. 
And May couldn’t deny he was 
“unsackable”.

In a sign of how rattled and des-
perate the Tories have become, 
Hammond spent a large chunk of 
his conference speech on Monday 

having to defend capitalism. 
“We have to explain why and 
how the market economy 
works,” he said. 

But that wasn’t enough 
to convince the Tories’ big 
business backers. Caroline 

Fairbairn, head of the 
bosses’ CBI group, said 
the speech showed “a 
government strong on 
diagnosis, but weak 
on action”.

The severity of the 
Tory crisis is shown 
by their traditional 
backers attacking 
them. 

We have to seize 
on their weakness to 

get rid of the whole Tory 
rabble. 

BACK STORY
The Tories are still reeling from 
their disastrous election result
lTop cabinet ministers plotted 
against one another at the Tory 
conference this week
lSupport for Corbyn’s policies 
put them on the defensive
lTens of thousands marched 
outside the conference 
lEven top bosses’ organisations 
have attacked them  
lThose splits are our opportunity 
to drive them from office 

ANGER AND defiance on the streets of Manchester  Picture: Neil terry

 Tens of thousands join march to  
 end seven years of Tory austerity 
CHANTS OF, “Tories out—Corbyn 
in” rang out in Manchester on 
Sunday. Tens of thousands of 
protesters joined the People’s 
Assembly demonstration outside 
the Tory party conference.

The demonstration brought 
together anger against all of the 
Tories’ attacks.

Retired teacher Denise told 
Socialist Worker, “What you 
see now is zero hours, reduced 
pension and a housing shortage. 

“We’re here to try and get a 
better life for our children and 
grandchildren.”

There was a large turnout from 
health workers in the Unison 
union, who are fighting the 
Tories’ 1 percent public sector 
pay cap. 

Wages
Jan, a Unison member and nurse 
from Sefton in Merseyside, told 
Socialist Worker, “I take home 
less in wages now than I did in 
2015. Staff are demoralised, but 
they are also willing to fight.”

Alison, a UCU rep at a college 
in Huddersfield, agreed. “I would 

support a strike over the pay 
cap,” she told Socialist Worker.

“We need to protest because 
things are getting harder and 
the students are getting less 
support.”

There was optimism among 
marchers that things can change. 

Sheffield Hallam university 
student Jack told Socialist 
Worker, “I’m here to make society 
better. We’re definitely going to 
get the Tories out!” 

At the front of the march there 

were chants of, “What do we 
want? A Labour government. 
When do we want it? Now.” Jan 
said, “Labour is what we want, 
they’re are the ones for us.”

Tasha, who was marching with 
Justice4Grenfell campaigners, 
was hopeful about Labour. 

Change
“As soon as they’re in I think 
things can change,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

Tyler, a school student, added, 
“I think we can only get rid of the 
Tories electorally, but Theresa 
May might feel the pressure to 
resign. 

“That’s what demonstrations 
like today are about.”

We need to use the mood of 
anger and optimism to feed 
resistance. Union leaders have 
talked tough about taking on the 
pay cap—now they need to ballot 
their members for strikes. 

A serious fightback can force 
the Tories from office.
Britain Still Needs a Pay Rise 
Tue 17 Oct, 6.30pm, Parliament 
Square, London SW1P 3JX

Tasha was hopeful about Labour 
bringing change 

Theresa May

Right wing newspapers bemoaned ‘chaos’ after activists disrupted a fringe meeting

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

BOSSES STRUGGLE TO 
DEFEND FAILING SYSTEM

 L
EADING TORIES are 
fighting an open battle 
to defend capitalism.
Last week Theresa May 
hailed the free market as 

the “greatest agent of collective 
human progress”. 

This week chancellor Philip 
Hammond used his Tory party 
conference speech to attack 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn.

Hammond warned that 
Corbyn’s left wing policies would 
lead to food shortages and 
poverty similar to that seen in 
Cuba, Venezuela and Zimbabwe. 

He dismissed Corbyn’s ideas 
as “outdated”. He didn’t, however, 
follow the advice of May’s former 
adviser Nick Timothy.

Writing in the Daily Telegraph 
last week Timothy said the Tories 
“must do something they have not 
had to do for 30 years. They must 
make the case for capitalism.”

Hammond made no positive 
case whatsoever—perhaps 
because there isn’t one to be 
made. Capitalism is a system 
based on competition and profit 
and fails the majority of people. 

In Britain homelessness is 
rising. More people rely on food 
banks to get by. Wages have fallen 
in real terms by an average of 

10 percent since 2010 for public 
sector workers.

On a global scale, hunger is 
rising for the first time since the 
turn of the century. Yet there’s 
more than enough food for 
everyone—if it’s shared fairly.

Hammond attacked Corbyn’s 
“failed policies”. In reality it’s 
capitalism that has failed—except 
for the rich. That’s why Corbyn’s 
promise to take on the “rigged 
system” finds an echo. 

The Tories know that more 
people are questioning the 
system, but they want to keep it 
going. 

May has previously criticised 
some bosses over bonuses and 
tax avoidance. But as Timothy 

said, this is not “anti-capitalist”. 
It’s what needs to happen if “we 
want to maintain support for free 
markets”.

Meanwhile the Tories viciously 
attack Corbyn because any 
challenge to their system, 
however small, must be treated as 
unthinkable.

Contrary to Hammond’s 
claims, Corbyn has not proposed 
“Marxist” policies. A Corbyn-led 
government would not make 
Britain a socialist country.

But millions will have been 
cheered by his pledges to tax the 
rich, renationalise industries and 
put more money into services. 

And he has helped reignite a 
debate about whether we can run 
society differently. 

Capitalism has created vast 
wealth and the potential, for the 
first time, to meet the needs of 
everyone on the planet. But its 
drive for profit stops that from 
happening.

Attempts to simply limit 
capitalism’s worst excesses leave 
in place a system that enriches 
bosses at the expense of the rest 
of us. 

If we go beyond that, we have 
the potential to build a world that 
really works for everyone.

Sally Campbell

 OCTOBER 1917
An echo from the future

Order Socialist Review at socialistreview.org.uk 020 7840 5630

Ken Olende looks at the 
global impact of the 
Russian events 

There is a new mood to 
take on the pay cap, writes 
Mark L Thomas

NEW ISSUE OUT NOW £3

VIOLENT HYPOCRITES
 THE SPANISH state has 

responded to the Catalan 
independence referendum 

with violence. 
Some people have said it 

reminds them of the time 
of Spanish dictator General 
Francisco Franco. 

But it’s not just states with a 
history of dictatorship that act in 
this way.

During the Miners’ Strike 
of 1984-5 in Britain, Margaret 
Thatcher authorised police to use 
violence against strikers and their 

supporters. And British troops 
murdered 14 people on a Civil 
Rights march in Derry in1972. 

The massacre became known 
as Bloody Sunday.

Tony Doherty, the son of 
Patrick Doherty who died on that 
day, was right about the violence. 
“The repression we suffered 
was the same as against ordinary 
people all over the world—as in 
Sharpeville, Tiananmen Square, 
Darfur, Fallujah and Gaza,” he said.

Add Catalonia to the list.  This 
is how even the most “liberal” 

capitalist state defends itself 
when its authority is seriously 
challenged. 

Some politicians and the media 
have condemned the violence in 
Catalonia, conveniently forgetting 
the crimes of their own states.

We shouldn’t forget that 
behind their words about equality 
and fairness lies the iron fist of 
state repression. 

Our rulers twist—and in 
extreme circumstances dump—
democracy when we don’t give 
them the answers they want. 

The Tories attack 
Corbyn because 
challenges to the 
system must be 
unthinkable

‘‘ 

CRISIS, CLASS  
& THE LEFT 

Saturday, 28 October, 10.30am
Renfield St Stephens Centre, 
Glasgow G2 4JP

A day of debate and discussion hosted by  
the Socialist Workers Party

l Tickets £10 waged, £5 unwaged l book at tinyurl.com/EMiS2017

Marxism in Scotland 2017
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ANALYSIS 
NICK CLARK

 Corbyn’s speech and  
 the limits of Labour
JEREMY CORBYN was probably right to claim that 
Labour has become the “political mainstream” under his 
left wing leadership.

Every rally for Corbyn is a reminder of how much the 
political landscape has been transformed since his election 
as leader just over two years ago.

And Labour’s success at the general election meant that 
Corbyn could go on the offensive with his leader’s speech at 
conference last Wednesday. 

In it Corbyn said the general election result “has put the 
Tories on notice and Labour on the threshold of power”.
He suggested that a transformed Labour Party would lead a 
different type of government.

“Our democracy needs to break out from Westminster 
into all parts of society, and the economy where power is 
unaccountable,” he said.

“Democracy must mean listening to people outside of 
election time, not just to the rich and powerful who are used 
to calling the shots.”

Big parts of Corbyn’s speech will have angered those 
Labour MPs who still want to move back towards the right.

He nodded to that when he admitted, “There’s quite a few 
who would prefer to do politics the old way.” But he insisted 
that “we will do politics differently”.

Corbyn even took a veiled swipe at right wing Labour 
councils, such as the one in Haringey in north London, 
for “regeneration schemes”. He said such schemes that 
replace social housing with luxury flats “really mean forced 
gentrification”.

Yet being the political “mainstream” comes with its own 
dangers. The closer Labour gets to government, the more 
pressure Corbyn will come under from forces inside and out 
of the party to show he is “responsible”.

Parts of Corbyn’s speech were aimed at reassuring the 
bosses and pitching Labour as the safest government party. 
His plans to transform the system were pitched as a way of 
rescuing it.

Ten years after the financial crash Corbyn said, “now 
is the time the government took a more active role in 
restructuring the economy”. 

Reckless
Alongside attacking the Tories over austerity, he also 
attacked them for being “reckless” and threatening the 
“national interest”. This is the idea that bosses and ordinary 
people have a common stake in the system.

Earlier that week left wing shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell praised right wing Labour leaders Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown. He said they brought in “the scale of public 
investment that a 21st century society needed”.

Corbyn said the change that Labour wanted to make must 
be “credible and effective”. Yet being “credible” often means 
having to accept limits to what a Labour government will do.

So Corbyn said, “Scrapping the public sector pay squeeze 
isn’t just an act of charity—it’s a necessity to keep our public 
services fully staffed and strong.”

But shadow education secretary Angela Rayner said 
Labour wouldn’t meet trade union demands for a 5 percent 
pay rise to help make up for years of cuts.

That same pressure to be credible can also mean 
distancing Labour’s leadership from struggle outside 
parliament.

Tens of thousands of people marched in Manchester last 
weekend on the first day of the Tory party conference. It’s 
the sort of demonstration Corbyn and shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell used to join without question.

Not this time. Instead Corbyn and McDonnell spent the 
day of the march mass canvassing in Tory marginal seats.

For a party focused on elections and changing society 
through parliament, all of that can seem like common sense.

But Corbyn’s popularity isn’t just because of the better 
society he promises—it’s also because he has tapped into an 
anti-establishment mood. 

Launching Labour’s election campaign earlier this year 
he promised to “overturn this rigged system”. And Labour’s 
election success wasn’t just because it managed to mobilise 
masses of new activists to canvass for it, however impressive. 

It’s because the huge rallies gave the campaign a sense of 
insurgency, and struggle from below.

 Uber drivers speak out after  
 firm appeals tribunal ruling
Uber drivers in 
London spoke to 
Alistair Farrow 
about the reality of 
life working for the 
controversial firm

TAXI  F IRM Uber  has 
appealed an employment 
tribunal ruling that it has to 
treat its drivers as workers 
and not as self-employed

As the appeal began on 
Wednesday of last week, 
some 300 people marched 
through central London.

The appeal came days 
after Transport for London 
(TfL) refused to renew 
Uber’s licence for operating 
in London.

One Uber driver, Syed, 
told Socialist Worker about 
the reality of life working for 
Uber. 

“The average driver gets 
£12 to £14 an hour,” he said. 

“But then you have to pay 
for your licence, your car pay-
ments, your insurance, about 
20 different costs in total. 

“I’m left with £5 an hour.”

Different
On top of that, said Syed, “If 
a customer says to Uber, ‘The 
driver took a different route,’ 
Uber straight away takes  
25 to 30 percent of the 
fare and refunds it to the 
passenger.

“I have a 4.71 out of  
five approval rating from 
customers. 

“I’ve driven over 5,000 
journeys in five years work-
ing for Uber. 

“If I drop below 4.7 I 
stand a good chance of being 
deactivated.” 

If TfL was interested in 
sorting out the industry, it 
should have addressed all 

these issues and more. It 
must take responsibility for 
what happens next.

Uber has a long history of 
refusing to be accountable. 

In Quebec in Canada it has 
announced it will stop oper-
ating in the city after the gov-
ernment demanded it train 

drivers more. In California 
the firm refused to hand over 
evidence in a sexual harass-
ment case when ordered to 
by a court. 

In  another  case  in 
California the company 
offered little help to a woman 
driver who was sexually 
assaulted in her car.

Employment
Yaseen Aslam, one of the 
drivers who brought the ini-
tial case to the employment 
tribunal, spoke to Socialist 
Worker.

 “Whatever verdict the 
judge delivers is going to 
have a massive impact, not 
just on us but on thousands 
of workers,” he said. 

The ruling could be deliv-
ered as far away as December. 

Uber relies on its money and 
powerful friends to smooth 
things over when it ruffles 
feathers in the cities it oper-
ates in. 

For instance, Theresa May 
criticised TfL’s decision on 
Thursday of last week. 

But there is trouble at the 
top of the firm. 

Founder and former CEO 
Travis Kalanick declared two 
new board members out of 
the blue, going over the head 
of other board members. 

That has deepened divi-
sions at the top, which leaves 
the firm increasingly vulner-
able to pressure from below.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

UP TO 300 people marched to the site of the Uber 
hearing  Pictures: socialist Worker

 Contaminated blood victims go to High Court 
AROUND 500 victims of 
the contaminated blood 
scandal will be able to 
sue the government for 
damages, a court ruled last 
week.

The group, a mix of 
haemophiliac survivors 
and relatives of those 
killed by contaminated 
blood, were granted a 
group litigation order. 

They can now begin 
proceedings in the High 
Court.

Department of Health 
(DoH) lawyers had 
argued that the move was 
“premature” as an inquiry 
into the scandal could 

take place. The scandal 
is continuing to destroy 
people’s lives.

Michelle Tolley was 
infected with Hepatitis C 
after being given infected 
blood in 1987—but didn’t 
find out until 2015. 

She had gone to her 
doctor in the 1990s but 
was refused a test.

“Even now I have a 
friend whose GP refused to 
test her,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

“I’ve got a scan coming 
up and it’s awful. I feel like 
I’ve got a death sentence 
hanging over my head.”
Sadie Robinson

Yaseen spoke to the crowd

Around 5,000 were infected 

BACK STORY
Around 5,000 people 
were treated with 
contaminated blood in the 
1970s and 1980s
lGovernments bought 
infected blood from the US
lThe risks of contaminted 
blood were known for 
years before people were 
told
lTheresa May said in July 
there would be an inquiry 
lBut no chair has been 
announced yet and the 
consultation has been 
extended
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Harassment statistics 
show police discrimination 
RACIST harassment by the 
police is a fact of life for 
many people in Britain.

Black people are four 
times more likely 
than white people 
to be stopped and 
searched by the 
cops. 

In London 
even the 
Metropolitan 
Police figures 
show that black 
people are far 
more likely to 
be victims of police 
violence than white 
people.

The deaths of black men 
Rashan Charles, Edson Da 
Costa and Darren Cumberbatch 
after contact with police 
this summer triggered a 

new round of anger and 
demands for justice.

Rashan’s father 
Esa Charles is among 
the speakers at the 
conference.

Racism is deeply 
ingrained in the police 

force. 
Yet mass protests and 

civil disobedience have 
forced the cops onto the 
back foot before and can do 

so again.

Stand Up To Racism conference 
ready to take on the racist right
Participants range from shadow ministers to trade unionists, campaigners, students and 
grassroots anti-racist activists. Dave Sewell looks at some of the reasons people will be there

Scapegoating is 
not the answer
POLITICIANS DEFLECT 
blame for everything, from 
low pay to the housing 
crisis and under‑pressure 
public services, onto migrant 
workers. 

The real culprits are cuts 
and privatisation. Many 
people who accept some of 
these arguments are also 
appalled by racism and 
committed to fighting it. 

But accepting that 
immigration is a problem 
gives ground to those who 
want to attack immigrants.

Successful anti‑racism 
means being able to take on 
the racists’ arguments.

HUNDREDS OF activists from all 
over Britain are set to gather in 
central London on 21 October for 
the second Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) conference.

It follows last year’s 1,500-strong 
conference. The past 12 months 
have seen mass protests against 
US president Donald Trump and 
breakthroughs for far right parties 
in Germany and France.

SUTR co-convenor Weyman 
Bennett told Socialist Worker, 
“This conference comes at a critical 
moment. 

“We see a resurgence of the racist 
populist right.

“There’s a US president that 
gives tacit support to the Nazis in 
Charlottesville, the massive growth 
of Islamophobia and the murder of 
young black people by the police.

Generation
“But we’ve also seen the most posi-
tive support for an anti-racist move-
ment in a generation.”

Trump’s election gave a boost to 
racists across the world. But he pro-
voked the biggest demonstrations 
the US has seen in many years.

It is essential to address this poison. 
Demonstrations in Britain against 

plans to give him a state visit also 
drew in tens of thousands—and saw 
the plans put on ice.

Labour MP David Lammy told the 
SUTR fringe meeting at the Labour 
Party conference that if Trump 
does come, “We have to be on 
the streets—and if I have to chain 
myself to the door of Number 10, 
this black man will do it.”

The threat from the racist right 
is serious—so the need to build the 
opposition is urgent.

Weyman said, “We have the 
chance to build such a movement 
and this conference is an essential 
place for trade unionists and anti-
racists to organise one.”

The SUTR conference will 
be an important opportunity 
to equip campaigners with the 

counter‑arguments they need to 
address the racist lies.

Confronting the rise in racism 
Saturday 21 October 
Friends Meeting House 137-177 Euston 
Road, London NW1 2BJ 
Registration £10 waged/£5 unwaged 
standuptoracism.org.uk

THIS YEAR saw large anti-racist demonstrations Picture: Guy Smallman

Prevent clampdown
THE recent conviction 
of Muhammad 
Rabbani on 
trumped‑up charges 
is a reminder of 
the clampdown on 
Muslims.

Rabbani is the 
international 
director of human 
rights group Cage.

His trial was 
designed to spread 
fear among those who have 
resisted the  logic of the “war 
on terror”.

Moazzam Begg, Cage’s 
director of outreach, has been 
speaking at SUTR meetings 
across Britain. 

He slammed the 
Prevent strategy 
which compels 
public service 
workers to spy on 
Muslims for signs of 
“radicalisation”.

Moazzam said, 
“Wherever you 
go it’s there like a 
shadow hanging 
over you. You 
cannot avoid it. The 

question mark follows you.”
The government’s 

Islamophobia has its echo on 
the streets—from acid attacks 
to the Football Lads Alliance’s 
demonstrations that attract 
racists and fascists.

Unity will beat the racists
TRADE UNIONS are a core part of 
the anti-racist movement.

Graham Clough is secretary 
of a CWU union branch in South 
Yorkshire and is currently building  
a yes vote in the postal workers’  
strike ballot.

He spoke at Rotherham’s SUTR 
meeting.

“It’s important for trade unionists 
to find time for anti-racism” he told 
Socialist Worker. 

“And when you’re in dispute 
it creates unity. The employers’ 
attacks affect everyone—therefore 

everyone is welcome on the 
picket line.”

Unions are divided on 
immigration policy, with only 
a minority taking a principled 
defence of migrant rights and 
others regrettably calling for 
more restrictions.

But there is broad agreement 
on defending European Union 
migrants who are already here.

Graham said, “European 
workers at Royal Mail are part of 
the family—and that’s the way it’s 
going to stay.

Tories abandon refugees
OF the 135,000 
refugees who crossed 
the sea into Europe last 
year, some 2,681 are 
estimated to have died 
on the way.

Hundreds face 
squalor and danger 
at Britain’s border in 
northern France.

Clare Moseley of 
the refugee charity 
Care4Calais told 
Socialist Worker, “There’s been a 
real effort by governments to make 
it appear that the problem has 
gone away.

“But refugees still don’t have 
food, shelter and access to clean 
running water.”

SUTR and Care4Calais are 

running a new 
autumn/winter 
appeal, calling both 
for donations and 
for volunteers to go 
to Calais after the 
conference.

The other priority is 
changing the system 
that shuts people out.

Clare said, “This is 
the biggest crisis in a 
generation.

“But Britain uses the Dublin 
Convention system to send 
refugees back to Italy, Greece or 
Bulgaria. It’s completely unfair.”

Donate to the appeal at  
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/sutr 
Join the volunteers going to Calais 
contact mandybrowncow@yahoo.com

Solidarity with refugees

Protester in London

Moazzam Begg

Socialist Worker  4 October 2017



 US plunder of Puerto Rico to  
 blame for crisis after storms
Thousands are displaced after two 
hurricanes hit Puerto Rico—but all 
Donald Trump cares about is seizing 
its debts, writes Alistair Farrow 
TWO HURRICANES have torn 
apart US colony Puerto Rico. 
Some 15,000 people have had 
their homes destroyed or are 
living in shelters with little food 
or water. Around 97 percent of 
people have no power. 

The US is largely to blame for 
the social catastrophe following the 
hurricanes.

The island will never be able to 
pay off its debts of over £50 bil-
lion. It is therefore subjected to 
the whims of the US and its other 
creditors. 

Yet amid the suffering Trump 
has launched a series of attacks on 
Puerto Ricans over the last week. 
“They want everything to be done 
for them,” he tweeted last Saturday.  

Trump said the island’s debt 
“must be dealt with”. This implies 
that help for people is conditional 
on the colony paying back the debt.

Trump has ordered US troops to 
get involved in the “relief” effort. 
The real reason may be to put down 
any potential unrest. 

General 
Less than a month before the hur-
ricana, hundreds of people on the 
island marched against austerity. 

US general Richard Kim is set to 
have power to rule over the gov-
ernor Ricardo Rossello. There is 
unlikely to be friction between the 
two—Rossello said, “Trump has lis-
tened to our petitions.”

Puerto Rico has been a US colony 
since 1898.

Since 1917 people on the island 
have been US citizens, but are 
excluded from voting in US federal 
elections. 

Despite that, the US can overturn 

almost any decision taken by the 
island’s governor. 

Puerto Rico is controlled by a 
seven person Fiscal Control Board, 
created in 2016 by the US Congress.

The US has a particularly brutal 
history in Puerto Rico.

It ran a sterilisation campaign 
between 1936 and 1968 which 
saw a third of women on the island 
unable to give birth.

In retaliation to a month-long 
strike in the sugar cane industry in 
1937 police shot dead 17 demon-
strators and injured 200.

A nationalist uprising in 1950 
was brutally put down. Its leader 
Pedro Albizu Campos was exposed 
to radiation in prison. 

This is some of the context for 
the US’s latest intervention. Its 
crimes of yesterday lay the basis 
for today’s.

The US’s brutal repression and 
systematic plundering in Puerto 
Rico is responsible for the crisis 
unfolding today.

AROUND 15,000 people in Puerto Rico have had their homes destroyed 

PALESTINE 

 Hamas could give up control of Gaza  
 after ten years of brutal Israeli siege
by NICK CLARK 

PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE group 
Hamas could give up control of the 
government in the Gaza Strip after 
ten years under siege by Israel.

Hamas is in talks to hand over 
control of Gaza’s government to 
the Palestinian Authority (PA), 
which governs in the West Bank.

Palestinian prime minister Rami 
Hamdallah arrived in Gaza to 
begin the handover process and 
reconciliation talks on Monday of 
this week.

Hamdallah is a member of 
Fatah, the party that governs the 
West Bank through the PA.

Hamas was elected to lead the 
Palestinian government in 2006, 
but faced a Fatah-led coup backed 
by Israel and the US. The battle 

left Hamas in control of Gaza but 
not the West Bank. 

The decade-long Israeli siege 
of Gaza—punctuated by bloody 
assaults—kept Hamas under 
pressure. The PA tightened the 
stranglehold on Gaza earlier 
this year by cutting public sector 
workers’ salaries. 

It followed that up by getting 
Israel to drastically cut Gaza’s 
power supply.

Powerful 
Meanwhile, a coalition of powerful 
states in the Middle East led a 
blockade against Qatar. 

Qatar had backed Hamas, so the 
blockade further isolated Hamas. 

Now Hamas says it will dissolve 
its “administrative committee” 
through which it governs Gaza.

This is part of a deal with the 

US-backed dictatorship in Egypt.
The US has supported Fatah 

after it gave up armed resistance.
Hamas kept the resistance up. 

Now the “reconciliation” with 
Fatah shows how Hamas has been 
weakened. 

But there are still obstacles that 
could stop it from happening.

Hamas’s deal with Egypt 
reportedly involved exiled Fatah 
politician Muhammed Dahlan. 

But the PA accuses Dahlan of 
plotting to overthrow Palestinian 
president Mahmoud Abbas, and 
intends to imprison him.

The PA also wants Hamas to 
disband its armed wing. 

But Hamas has rightly not 
renounced armed resistance, and 
says it will keep its weapons “for 
the defence of the Palestinian 
people.”

BACK STORY
The US has a particularly brutal 
history in Puerto Rico 
lThe US took over Puerto Rico 
1898 after a war against Spain. 
People in Puerto Rico are 
formally US citizens
lPeople in Puerto Rico can’t 
vote in US elections—even 
though the US president can 
overrule the island’s governor
lAfter a debt crisis in 2015, 
the US Congress set up a Fiscal 
Control Board to enforce massive 
cuts in Puerto Rico 

CAMEROON 

Troops shoot protesters 
SOLDIERS SHOT dead at least 
eight people and wounded 
many in Cameroon on Sunday.

President Paul Biya’s regime 
has ruled the West African 
country for 35 years.

Cameroon was divided into 
British and French colonies at 
the end of the First World War. 
A single state was created after 
independence in 1961. 

But people in the mainly 
English-speaking areas claim 
Biya has marginalised them. It 

is protesters from these regions 
who were attacked.

There were strikes and 
demonstrations last year over 
similar issues.

Before Sunday’s protests, 
authorities banned gatherings 
of more than four people and 
disrupted access to social 
media and messaging apps.

Biya’s regime is not in the 
interests of workers and the 
poor—whatever language they 
speak.
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AfD party’s 
mask slips 
ALICE E Weidel of the 
Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) party is sowing 
the seeds of ignorance, 
division, prejudice, 
discrimination, racial 
stigma and hatred.

Meet the new 
humdinger of German 
politics. 

Emerging from behind 
a veil of middle class 
respectability, her fascist 
thoughts now loom large. 

Nasir Aslam
On Facebook

Labour shame 
in Haringey
SO IT’S a Labour council 
pushing through the 
housing redevelopment 
in Haringey (Socialist 
Worker, 20 September)?

Maybe it’s time to 
campaign for a different 
political party. 

Andreas Viveros
On Facebook

US’s nuclear 
hypocrisy
DONALD TRUMP said 
the US must stop any 
other country developing 
nuclear weapons by 
destroying them with 
nuclear weapons.

The hypocrisy is 
astounding. 

These countries can’t 
be trusted with nuclear 
weapons—yet the US 
can?

Mark Scott
On Facebook

Tories’ insult 
over Grenfell
ONLY THE callous Tories 
could be so shameful not 
to pay for refurbishment 
work on blocks to stop 
another Grenfell Tower 
fire (Socialist Worker, 20 
September). 

We deserve a better 
future for Britain, but the 
nasty, lying Tories are 
destroying it.

This is not a 
government of the 
people for the people.

This a government of 
the rich for the rich—and 
stuff everybody else.

Roberto Ro
On Facebook

Why support 
nationalists?
THE SOCIALIST Workers 
Party (SWP) were 
international socialists. 

Why then are you 
supporting nationalists 
in Catalonia (Socialist 
Worker, 20 September)?

John Nisbet
On Twitter

The fight is on to win repeal 
of the Eighth Amendment
IRISH WOMEN are still denied 
autonomy over their bodies and 
the right to choose. 

This denial is encapsulated in 
the Eighth Amendment to the 
constitution, passed in 1983, 
which treats the rights of the 
foetus as equal to those of the 
woman.

It bans all abortion.
This is because of Ireland’s past 

history of domination by the 
Catholic Church and decades of 
cowardice by the political 
establishment.  

But Ireland has changed. There 
is now a new generation of young 
women, supported by young men, 
and many of the older generations 
who refuse to accept this 
oppression any longer.

In 2012 Savita Hallappanavar 
tragically died after a hospital 
refused her an abortion of a foetus 
that had no chance of survival. 

Since then there has been a 
mass movement demanding repeal 
of the Eighth, a change which 
requires a referendum.

In an attempt to play for time, 
the government established a 
citizens’ assembly of 100 random 
individuals to consider evidence 
and make recommendations. 

But to their surprise the 
recommendations of the assembly 
were for radical change.

Their recommendations and a 
mass movement have forced the 
Fine Gael government to concede 
the principle of a referendum next 
year. Now the struggle is on for a 

referendum which allows repeal of 
the Eighth—without replacing it 
with new restrictions. 

And then to win that 
referendum.

There was a major March for 
Choice last Saturday. 

Now it is a case of organising in 
every community and workplace. 

We have to get the message 
out—our bodies, our choice, not 
the Church and not the state, 
women must decide their fate

Socialists have a major role to 
play in this inspiring movement 
which will build on the great 
victory in the marriage equality 
referendum. 

Brid Smith
People Before Profit TD  

Ireland

Left needs 
to get over 
referendum
BOB FOTHERINGHAM is 
inaccurate to say that 
Scottish Labour is against 
Trident “due to pressure 
from the Scottish National 
Party” (Socialist Worker, 20 
September). 

It has always been 
Scottish Labour’s position 
to oppose it. The rise of 
Jeremy Corbyn and the 
party becoming more 
autonomous mean this is 
now widely known.

Bob’s point that Scottish 
Labour is “in general terms 
to the right of Corbyn” is 
also debatable. 

The Scottish Labour 
leadership contest is clearly 
about the left’s growing 
strength. 

Kezia Dugdale resigned 
to make sure the right has a 
decent chance of making a 
leadership challenge. 

But in many respects, 
right winger Anas Sarwar’s 
campaign had crashed and 
burned before it started.

He is an establishment 
member, unable to make 
the case for Corbyn’s 
agenda. 

It’s also too simplistic to 
look at left wing candidate 
Richard Leonard just as 
former GMB union official.
His programme is as radical 
as the Scottish Socialist 
Party’s one in 2003 Scottish 
parliament elections. 

To keep saying that 
“Corbyn needs to back 
independence” ignores why 
we lost the referendum in 
2014. 

Bob is correct to say we 
have to “get people working 
together”. 

But the starting point for 
this is to stop liquidating 
the wider movements into 
the permanent failure of 
Scottish independence.

Mark Porciani
Glasgow

Labour should back 5 percent pay rise
AFTER SEVEN years of 
austerity, public sector 
workers have seen our 
pay fall in real terms by 
up to 20 percent.

In the PCS union we 
are about to launch an 
indicative ballot for 
strikes. The union is 
calling for a 5 percent pay 
rise. With inflation 
running at 3 percent this 
isn’t asking for much. 

Jeremy Corbyn and 
John McDonnell say they 
would support public 
sector strikes over pay. 

But it is very 

concerning to hear 
shadow education 
secretary Angela Rayner 
say Labour “will have to 
be responsible” about pay 
rises. She committed 

Labour to rises that match 
inflation. 

The Tories say that  
5 percent across the 
public sector would cost 
£9 billion. PCS general 
secretary Mark Serwotka 
rightly described this as 
small change.

Labour has made many 
excellent promises. 

One of them should be 
to immediately improve 
the standard of living of 
millions of public sector 
workers.

Pete Jackson
Birmingham

Hefner did not bring 
liberation to women
THE FOUNDER of Playboy 
magazine Hugh Hefner 
died last week.

On the morning of his 
death, commentators on 
ITV news were saying that 
what Hefner did led to 
the “sexual revolution” of 
the 1960s. 

This is the most 
ridiculous thing that I 
have ever heard.

If Hefner and Playboy 
did anything, they 
normalised the 
oversexualisation and 

commodification of 
women and their bodies. 

There is nothing 
revolutionary about living 
in a mansion with the 
women you commodify in 
your magazine.  

It has fuelled the 
sleaziness of sexist men 
for decades.

With Hefner gone, 
hopefully what he 
represented will follow 
soon. 

Andriana Sotiris
North London

Just a 
thought...

Angela Rayner 
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The CWU postal workers’ union was set to announce the result of a 
national ballot for strikes as Socialist Worker went to press. 

We’re confident it will be a huge vote for action—and Nick Clark 
spoke to postal workers about how they built the ballot

S
O M E  p o t e n t i a l l y  
game-changing news for 
everyone who wants to 
humiliate the Tories was 
likely to be announced 
shortly after Socialist 

Worker went to press.
The eagerly anticipated result of 

a strike ballot by Royal Mail postal 
workers was set to be announced at 
4.30pm on Tuesday.

Not only was it expected to herald 
the return of hard-hitting national 
strikes to the industry. It should show 
every trade unionist how anti-strike 
laws can be beaten.

The CWU union has run a cam-
paign to smash through the 50 per-
cent turnout threshold the Tories 
forced on ballots to stop strikes from 
happening. The result—a thumping 
success for workers’ organisation—
looked like a foregone conclusion.

At the World Transformed festival 
in Brighton last week Tony Kearns, 
CWU senior deputy general secretary, 
said the result could be “the biggest 
yes vote we’ve ever had in an indus-
trial action ballot in Royal Mail.”

Mark Dolan, a CWU area delivery 
rep in north London told Socialist 
Worker, “I think it’s going to be the 
biggest yes vote and more impor-
tantly the biggest turnout there’s 
been in a big dispute anywhere in 
many, many years.”

“I know for a fact we’ve smashed 
the 50 percent threshold.”

Torrent
That high turnout didn’t come out of 
nowhere. CWU activists pushed hard 
for it with a campaign that actively 
involved thousands—if not tens of 
thousands—of rank and file union 
members.

Mass meetings have drawn postal 
workers together at workplaces 
across Britain. A torrent of pictures 
on social media shows workers sup-
porting the yes vote at their gates, in 
their canteens, or on the office floor.

They reached their high point with 
a “national gate meeting day” last 
month. The CWU said thousands of 
meetings have taken place overall. 

CWU Eastern Region secretary 
Paul Moffatt told Socialist Worker 
that the meetings were “probably the 
best thing we could have done”.

“The turnout at the meetings has 
been fantastic,” he said. “The mood 
has been positive and the general 
message is that people are now up 
for a fight with Royal Mail.”

Although the initiative came from 
leaders at the top of the union, it was 
up to regional and workplace reps to 
organise the campaign. That focus on 

direct contact with the rank and file 
has strengthened and reinvigorated 
the union’s organisation.

Paul said, “We’ve not been out on a 
national dispute since 2009. And this 
is the first real test of the new anti-
union legislation.

“We needed to get out to our mem-
bers—we needed face-to-face meet-
ings, not just literature.”

Mark explained, “For me the meet-
ings are a way of sharing information 
and rallying the troops.

“When I had meetings after the 
ballot papers came out I got people to 
do a show of hands of who had voted 
yes. It was a good way of indicating 
how the ballot was going.

“After the gate meetings a lot of 
units brought their ballot papers into 
work and walked out together to post 
their ballot papers one-by-one.”

He added that the pictures of meet-
ings shared across social media were 
more than just a show of strength. 
They encouraged workers in other 
offices to organise their own.

Pressure
At the same time, CWU deputy gen-
eral secretary Terry Pullinger kept 
union members up to date on the 
dispute with regular video messages 
posted on Facebook.

“Without a doubt there’s been a 
big push to use social media,” said 
Mark. “People were keen to get on 
the union’s WhatsApp groups.

“It’s helped in terms of getting the 
vote out and demonstrating that this 
is a national dispute. It gave encour-
agement to other reps who might 
have been nervous to have meetings. 

“And it probably put some reps 
under pressure because members 
were seeing what was going on and 

asking when their meeting was.”
Postal workers know that they’ll 

lose thousands of pounds from their 
pensions, and conditions will change 
drastically for the worse if Royal 
Mail management get their way (see 
right). 

They also know Royal Mail is still 
raking in profits—and that their 
directors pay themselves hundreds of 
thousands of pounds each year.

So efforts by Royal Mail manage-
ment to derail the vote have only 
fuelled people’s anger. 

Relentless postcards sent to workers’ 
houses—and even messages to their 
handheld PDA delivery devices telling 
them to vote no—have backfired.

Peter Hall is branch secretary of 
the CWU’s Cleveland Amal branch. 
He told Socialist Worker, “I’ve heard 
some people say they’re getting 20-30 
messages a week to their PDAs. 

“But the more people receive the 
more it winds them up. Some people 
find it insulting—it’s like the people 
high above think the average postie 
is a little bit thick. They insult peo-
ple’s intelligence and it gets people’s 
backs up. In a way they’re doing our 
job for us.” 

And JP, who works in a mail 
centre said, “We have had a barrage 
of postcards and letters from Royal 
Mail urging us to vote no. These have 
included threats aimed at our terms 

and conditions if we choose to strike.
“Every Monday the night shift gets 

a ‘work time learning session’. This 
includes ten minutes of ‘Royal Mail 
TV’, which in recent weeks has been 
full of anti-strike propaganda.

“But the mood at my mail centre 
is very positive. When strike days do 
come I feel there will be very few, if 
any, who will consider crossing the 
picket line.”

Unofficial
The number of unofficial walkouts 
has also grown as the ballot cam-
paign has gone on. Drivers at Royal 
Mail’s national distribution centre in 
Northampton walked out on Tuesday 

of last week in a dispute over annual 
leave.

Regional bosses are constantly 
looking for ways to cut costs and 
increase workloads.

Paul said, “People are so fed up with 
the way they’ve been treated at work 
that there have been a lot of unofficial 
strikes. And they’ve been up and down 
the country, not just in isolated pock-
ets, so you can see that’s a national 
trend. People have just had enough.”

The CWU’s campaign reflected and 
encouraged that anger, feeding it into 
the ballot campaign.

 Now the fight is on to win the dis-
pute itself.

Paul added, “I think Royal Mail 

want to take us on. A shareholder was 
quoted in the Financial Times saying 
they didn’t believe there would be 
industrial action.

“That’s changed now. With the 
lack of movement from the directors, 
I think they want to test our mettle.”

And Mark said, “We’ll have to take 
action. We’ve built the aspirations of 
our members quite high now.

“They aren’t going to take it too 
kindly if they’ve delivered a vote and 
headquarters come back with a shit 
deal.”

The union should call a strike 
quickly—and it must be for more than 
one day. And it should keep on fight-
ing until workers have won. “I think 
we’re going to go out and I think it’s 
going to be 48 hours,” said Mark.

Any deal must guarantee a pension 
scheme for all workers in the indus-
try, not just those who’ve worked 

there the longest. It must give work-
ers an above-inflation pay rise, not 
one linked to productivity deals.

It must guarantee that workers 
aren’t forced to change their hours to 
fit in with Royal Mail’s profit drive. 
And it must give workers a shorter 
working week—without loss of pay.

A serious fightback by Royal 
Mail workers can win all of these 
demands—and encourage action 
elsewhere too.

Activists in other trade unions 
have taken notice of the CWU’s cam-
paign. The civil service workers’ PCS 
union has started building a similar 
campaign over pay—with lunchtime 
protests and members’ meetings in 
workplaces.

The postal workers have shown 
all the other unions the way to win 
a ballot and beat the thresholds—
now they have to show how to win 
a strike.

Bosses’ goal is a part-time, 
low pay, zero hours workforce

 ROYAL MAIL workers 
face a huge attack on 
their pensions, pay and 
conditions. Bosses want to 

force through changes aimed at 
completely transforming what it’s 
like to work for Royal Mail—for the 
worse.

A planned new pension 
scheme could cost some workers 
thousands of pounds. Bosses 
want to scrap the various pension 
schemes workers are currently on 
and replace them with a “defined 
contribution” scheme.

This means less would be 
paid into the scheme throughout 
workers’ careers. And the amount 
paid out depends on how well 
bosses have invested the scheme 
in the stock market.

Royal Mail bosses also have 
ambitions to scrap various 
allowances workers are paid for 
taking on extra duties—meaning 
many face a pay cut.

Bosses haven’t offered a pay 
rise. Instead they have offered a 
£350 pound lump sum this year, 
followed by well below-inflation 

increases of 1.5 percent in the 
following years.

Adding insult to injury, that 
offer came with strings attached 
imposing “self-management” 
where “teams” of workers 
organise deliveries and sick leave 
themselves.

It’s just part of bosses’ grand 
plan to entirely restructure 
the workforce in the wake of 
privatisation. One of the biggest 
attacks involves moving delivery 

times back, so that there’s only 
one delivery a day—in the 
afternoon.

This means that workers would 
have to reorganise their lives 
around new shift patterns—and it 
could mean tearing up hard-won 
protections for workers’ rights.

It’s a huge step towards bosses’ 
overall goal of slashing Royal 
Mail’s distribution network and 
introducing a new part-time, 
casual workforce. This includes 
closing big mail centres.

“This is the end game for us,” 
said Paul. “We’ll end up with a 
workforce like the other private 
delivery companies such as DHL. 
That’s hire and fire, come in when 
we need you, work as long as 
we need you then go home. And 
that’ll be on a minimum wage 
and reduced hours, part-time 
working.

“If we don’t take them on now 
it sends the wrong message to 
Royal Mail and the shareholders 
that a private company can do 
what it likes, and the union’s got 
no power.”

Moving delivery 
times  means 
workers having to 
reorganise their 
lives around shifts

‘‘ 

Union gate meeting in Tottenham 
last month (top) One the picket 
lines in west London during the 
last national strike in 2009

Leading CWU union activists Mark 
Dolan (top) Paul Moffat (middle) 
Peter Hall (above)

Picture: Guy Smallman

PictureS: Guy Smallman
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Why we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution
Wed 18 Oct, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,
B4 6AF
SHEFFIELD AND  
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
100 years after the Russian 
Revolution—why is 
Lenin relevant today?
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Showroom Cinema,
15 Paternoster Row,
S1 2BX

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 11 Oct, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
British justice— 
no justice, no peace
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
70 years since the partition 
of India—what is the 
legacy for today?
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON
Fighting Islamophobia today
Thu 12 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Lenin for today
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St, 
BB11 1NR
EDINBURGH
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
EXETER
“Capitalism is the greatest 
agent of collective human 
progress ever created”—
REALLY?????
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill, EX4 3RG
HUDDERSFIELD
How important were 
mutinies in the  
First World War?
Wed 11 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Thu 19 Oct, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd, HU6 7RZ

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Why are strikes so 
important?
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
The legacy of slavery 
and empire—should 
all the statues fall?
Thu 12 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: CENTRAL
After Charlottesville—
Trump, the far right 
and fascism
Wed 11 Oct, 6.15pm, 
Learning Hub Room 2,
UCL South Quadrangle 
(Opposite print room café),
Malet Place,
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
Imperialism and 
revolution—who was 
Frantz Fanon?
Thu 12 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Syriza’s failure in Greece—
can Corbyn avoid the traps?
Thu 12 Oct, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
70 years since the partition 
of India—what is the 
legacy for today?
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
How can the left 
shape Brexit?
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU
NEWCASTLE
100 years on—celebrating 
the Russian Revolution
Thu 19 Oct, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Freedom of movement, 
Brexit and the EU
Thu 12 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
PLYMOUTH
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
From Deliveroo to 
McStrike—how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Art in the Russian Revolution 
and counter-revolution
Thu 19 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre),S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Abortion wars—the fight 
for reproductive rights
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Red Rosa—the life 
of revolutionary 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 12 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA20BP
TELFORD
From Deliveroo to 
McStrike—organising 
the unorganised
Thu 19 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,The Parade,
Wellington, 
TF1 1PY
WIGAN
70 years since the partition 
of India—what is the 
legacy for today?
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD
YORK
Fighting Islamophobia today
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
The Battle of Lewisham—
fascism, racism and the state
Sat 7 Oct, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
NEWCASTLE
Fighting the pay cap
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,NE1 6HQ

BRISTOL
Rising Islamophobia—
where next for the fight 
against racism?
Tue 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Hamilton House,
80 Stokes Croft,BS1 3QY.
Speaker: Moazzam Begg
GLASGOW
Challenging racism in 
Scotland—end racist 
attacks, close Dungavel, 
refugees welcome
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Scottish TUC
333 Woodlands Rd,G3 6NG.
Speakers: Weyman Bennett, 
Angela Feeney, Jenni 
Gunn, Fatima Uygun
LEICESTER
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Wed 8 Nov, 7pm, 
City Retreat 
Community Centre,
70-74 Church Gate,LE1 4AL.
Speaker: Moazzam Begg

LONDON: EAST
Rising Islamophobia—
where next for the fight 
against racism?
Wed 11 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP.
Speakers: Moazzam Begg, 
Weyman Bennett
LONDON: NORTH
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Tue 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Islington Town Hall,
Committee Room 1,
Upper St,
N1 2UD.
Speakers: Weyman Bennett, 
Rakhia Ismail, Mohammed 
Kozbar, Michelline Ngongo
MANCHESTER
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Wed 18 Oct, 7pm, 
Methodist Central Hall,
Oldham St,
M1 1JQ.
Speakers:  Julie Ward MEP, 
Janet Alder,  Zam Zam Ibrahim

CARDIFF
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX

LEICESTER
Sat 14 Oct, 12.30am, 
The Exchange,
50 Rutland St,
LE1 1RD

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 11 Oct, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH

OXFORD
Thu 12 Oct, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

MEDWAY
Thu 12 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

As Corbyn takes on the 
establishment 

—is socialism possible?

{ } STAND UP TO 
RACISM
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 ‘Rhodes Must Fall’ movement 
comes from Fringe to London 
The Fall tells the story of the occupation that sparked a movement which 
challenged the legacy of apartheid in South Africa, writes Bruce George
THE FALL is an outstanding play  
which embodies student struggle 
around the world. The actors are 
brilliant. It won two major awards 
at the Edinburgh Fringe and is well 
worth seeing.

It’s a collaborative piece of work-
shop theatre devised by eight former 
students who were involved and 
affected by the “Rhodes Must Fall” 
movement. It started with an occu-
pation of Bremmer House at the 
University of Cape Town (UCT) in 
March 2015.

The object of the students’ anger 
was the statue of Cecil John Rhodes, 
a governor of the Cape under British 
colonial rule.

Rhodes is one of the symbols of 
the apartheid era. His statue at the 
entrance to UCT was an insult to 
those who had opposed and fought 
apartheid.

More than 20 years after “libera-
tion”, much remained unchanged.

Access to education for the vast 
bulk of black people is restricted due 
to cost. And if you were fortunate to 
get to college the curriculum seemed 
to reflect and serve the purpose of the 
old apartheid setup.

Discussion
The occupation at UCT soon bal-
looned into a discussion on black-
ness, feminism, institutional racism, 
sexuality and gender identity. This 
discussion soon spread everywhere. 

The impact of the student action 
at UCT was massive. It also had an 
international dimension. 

There are echoes of it in strug-
gles such as the movement to get rid 
of the Confederate flag, statues and 
symbols of slavery in the US today. 

At the end of 2015 the South 
African government announced its 
intention to increase student fees and 

this led to a national student upris-
ing in many ways echoing the Soweto 
uprising of 1976.

The play’s authors concentrate on 
issues of decolonisation and inequal-
ity and are hugely influenced by the 
politics of the black conciousness 
movement.

They do not claim to provide any 
answers but see their role as docu-
menting the students’ experiences.

There is no attempt to explain 
what causes injustice and inequality, 
nor is there any attempt to explain 
that these issues are systemic. This 

discussion is not new. The issues 
raised in the play have been the basis 
of worldwide struggle for decades. 

We need to fight the system that 
creates such injustice and oppres-
sion. Unfortunately the role of work-
ers who have been centrally involved 
in the campus struggles of the past 
two years is sidelined. 

Despite these points The Fall is a 
powerful piece of theatre.
The Fall is on at the Royal Court theatre 
in Sloane Square, London, until  
14 October. Tickets start at £12.  
Go to bit.ly/2wjF2QO 

STRONG PERFORMANCES and a moving story make The Fall powerful

MUSIC
PROPHETS OF RAGE
by Prophets of Rage 
Available at  
prophetsofrage.com

PROPHETS OF Rage is 
a collaboration project 
between former Rage 
Against The Machine and 
Audioslave members Tim 
Commerford, Tom Morello 
and Brad Wilk alongside 
DJ Lord, Chuck D of Public 
Enemy and B-Real from 
Cypress Hill. 

The album blends 
together rock and rap to 
address topics ranging 
from racism and police 
brutality, to the legalisation 
of cannabis and much more 
along the way. 

In the opening tracks 
the song Unfuck the World 
urges folks to “stand up and 
rise like the tide”.

Because it tries to include 

so many disparate topics, 
the album doesn’t have the 
sharpest political thrust. 

It is good fun, but I 
wouldn’t neccessarily 
choose to listen to it again.
Jim Shay

MUSIC
SONGS OF LOVE AND 
RESISTANCE
The Fred Hampton 
Appreciation Society, 
Public Sector Records 
Debut gig—Friday 20 Oct, 7pm, 
Nambucca, 596 Holloway Rd, 
London N7 6LB

POLITICAL MUSIC has been 
dogged by the “worthy but 
dull” tag for many a year.

So it’s good to have 
a band come along that 
breaks that mould by both 
being able to play and 
having something to say.

Named after the 
legendary Black Panther 
leader who was gunned 
down by the Feds, the 
group certainly have a lot 
to live up to.

Part of their appeal has 
to be lead vocalist Pamela 
Nyambo. 

Brought up in Leicester 
by Zimbabwean parents, 
she learnt her trade in the 
gospel choirs of her youth.

The Fred Hampton 
Appreciation Society pays 
a fitting tribute to their 
influences—both musical 
and political.
Yuri Prasad

The album’s front cover

Novel skewers the hypocrisy of middle class morality
BOOK
THE SPARSHOLT AFFAIR
Written by Alan Hollinghurst 
Released on 4 October  
Published by Picador 
£20 hardback, £16.99 eBook

ALAN Hollinghurst has 
built a career writing 
witty, elegant prose. And 
his latest book doesn’t 
depart from tradition.

In much of his writing 
he holds a mirror up to 
middle class insecurities 
and hypocrisy, skewering 
the skewed morals that lie 

at the heart of the system.  
The Sparsholt Affair  

ranges around through 
the second half of the 
twentieth century. 
Perspectives change, 
testing the reader’s 
sympathies.

At the centre of 
the novel lies the 
decriminalisation of 
homosexuality in 1967.

The affair in the title of 
the book is related to this. 
Like much of Hollinghurst’s 
writing, key events are 
alluded to. The reader has 
to come to many of their 

own conclusions.
In the first section 

Hollinghurst turns 
his acerbic wit on the 
gentleman’s club of 
Oxford University during 
the Second World War. 
He revisits the same 
characters in later sections.

As with much of his 
writing, relationships 
between men form the 
bulk of the plot.

The criminalisation 
of homosexuality adds a 
layer of complexity.

The wit of his Booker 
Prize-winning novel The 

Line of Beauty, which 
savages Thatcherism, is on 
display here.

Never be explicit when 
insinuation will do, the 
rule seems to be. Instead 
of “sex”, his characters 
describe “rhythmical 
creaking”. 

One weakness of 
Hollinghurst’s books 
is that working class 
people often only provide 
background noise. 

But that shouldn’t stop 
anyone reading a book by 
an insightful writer.
Alistair Farrow
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negotiating table with its credi-
tors, the IMF and European 
Union.

It didn’t mobilise working 
class support on the streets and 
workplaces—and ended up 
implementing worse austerity 
than its Tory predecessors. 

Syriza is just one example of 
why it will take a much larger 
challenge to the system to beat 
back the bosses’ attacks.  

This isn’t just about rich indi-
viduals pushing their own agen-
das—it’s about the immense 
power of the ruling class. 

Wealth is concentrated in 
the hands of a small number of 
people. Just eight men have as 
much wealth as the bottom half 
the world’s population.

T
HIS POWER of 
the bosses has 
become a catch‑all 
excuse for those 
who don’t fight for 
real change.

But opportunities do exist for 
the left. Because workers create 
profit, they have power to take 
them on the bosses. 

Capitalism brings together 
workers in large workplaces, 
which gives us an opportunity 
to fight collectively. 

Millions of people have had 
their sights raised by the move-
ment around Corbyn. 

Demands that were previ-
ously seen as too radical and 
unachievable, such as a £10 an 
hour minimum wage, are popu-
lar with millions of people.

But now the pressure is on 
Labour to moderate its pro-
gramme and make comprises 
with the bosses. 

Corbyn said he wanted to 
reassure investors that they 
would find a friendly market if 
Labour won the next election. 

McDonnell has tried to appeal 
to business, saying, “They don’t 
like our tax plan, but they like 
our investment plan”. His plea 
that he is “thinking about busi-
ness” is not an answer.

One obvious counter-meas-
ure is for Labour to say it 
will take back control of set-
ting interest rates from the  
Bank of England.

The movement cannot exist 
just within the confines of elec-
toral politics. And the experi-
ence of Syriza, the Wilson gov-
ernment and others show that it 
is not enough to get elected on 
a left wing programme. 

To fundamentally break 
the stranglehold of the bosses’ 
whims workers need to exercise 
their power. Syriza could have 
nationalised the banks under 

democratic workers’ control 
and imposed capital controls to 
stop money leaving the country. 

If bosses try to strangle a left 
wing government through an 
“investment strike”, workers 
will have to strike to hit their 
profits. 

To make sure there’s a move-
ment capable of resisting bosses’ 
attacks, we have to support every 
working class struggle now. 

Revolutionary socialists 
should support Corbyn when 
he takes on the establishment. 

Building a movement can 
bolster Corbyn—and help pre-
vent him from moving to the 
right under bosses’ pressure. 

And that movement can 
go much further and take on 
the influence of the unelected 
bosses and bankers. Its strength 
will be decisive in the battles to 
come.

WE’LL NEED mass 
mobilisations (top) 
to stop politicians 
like former Labour 
chancellor  
Denis Healey 
(above) caving 
in to bosses’ 
demands

I
T’S NOT a paranoid 
fantasy to argue that 
parts of the establish‑
ment want to derail 
the left wing Labour 
leadership’s plans. 

The prospect of a Jeremy 
Corbyn-led Labour govern-
ment seemed like an outside 
chance earlier this year. It 
now seems more than pos-
sible, with even the bosses’ 
Economist magazine calling 
him “The likely lad”. 

At The World Transformed 
festival in Brighton last 
week, shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell spoke about 
a “potential assault” by the 
ruling class. 

He said the leadership is 
doing “war game-type sce-
nario planning” for all pos-
sibilities following a Labour 
victory. 

One possibility is that 
bankers could launch a run 
on the pound.  

Britain’s currency—the 
pound sterling—“floats” on 
the international market. Its 
value goes up and down as 
investors buy and sell sterling. 

When the pound falls, pri-
vate investors claim Britain 
may be unable to pay back 
state debts. 

So they rapidly sell their 
stock of sterling at reduced 
prices before their profits can 
take a hit. 

Bankers and bosses say they 
withdraw their investments in 
sterling because they think the 
market is in trouble.  

But they are not just moving 
money from one account 
another—it can be a calculated 
method of political influence.

Devalue 
If this mass selling happens, 
it forces the government to 
devalue the pound. 

Because the pound would be 
valued less favourably against 
other countries’ currencies, the 
price of imported goods would 
go up. 

The Tories and mainstream 
media piled criticism on 
McDonnell for even discussing 
a run on the pound. 

That’s a bit rich of the Tories, 
who presided over an 11 per-
cent drop in the pound after 
Brexit. 

In the immediate aftermath 
of the vote the pound fell to its 
lowest level since 1985—and 
£120 billion was wiped off the 
value of the FTSE 100 share 
index.

But this isn’t the first time 
bosses have threatened a run 
on the pound.

In 1974 Harold Wilson’s 
Labour government was 
elected on a wave of anger 
against the Tories and rising 
trade union militancy. 

Its manifesto pledged to 
“bring about a fundamental 
and irreversible shift in the 
balance of wealth and power 
towards working people”. 

The bosses bared their 
teeth to face down the 
Labour government.  

They destabilised the 
economy through mass 

selling of sterling, which 
quickly lost value against 
the dollar. 

By 1976 the value of the 
pound declined by nearly 
25 percent in nine months.

Terrified of a deepening 
economic crisis, Labour’s 
chancellor Denis Healey 
asked the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a 
huge loan. At £2.3 billion, it 
was the largest amount the 
IMF had lent at that point. 

But the money came with 

strings—the IMF insisted the 
Labour government impose big 
public sector cuts.

Trade union leaders agreed 
to “voluntarily’ limit their pay 
demands. 

The TUC union federation 
successfully enforced this “wage 
restraint”, with the number of 
strike days falling from 23 mil-
lion in 1972 to 3 million in 
1976. 

Unemployment rose and 
wages fell. 

The IMF’s loan conditions 

and devaluing of the pound 
pulled Wilson’s government to 
the right. 

So the leadership went from 
promising to “get rid of every 
fucking grammar school in the 
country” to making cuts in the 
NHS budgets. 

Socialist journalist Paul Foot 
later commented wrote that, “It 
was demonstrably true that it 
failed by a huge margin to shift 
the balance of power towards 
working people”. 

Employment  secre tary 
Michael Foot told the 1975 
Labour conference, “We face 
an economic typhoon of unpar-
alleled ferocity and we cannot 
run away from it.”

It’s common to compare 
financial markets to natural 
seasonal occurrences, like a 
weather forecast. 

But economic decisions are 
not random—they are made 
by the ruling class.

The bosses and bankers will 
unscrupulously use their eco-
nomic power to exert political 
influence. McDonnell’s recent 
comments highlight an impor-
tant dynamic in the capitalist 
system.

B
ANKERS  and 
others who have 
a stake in the 
status quo do not 
sit back passively 
if they feel their 

interests are threatened.
This discussion about a run 

on the pound shines a light on 
the type of system we live in.

McDonnell spoke about 
“capital flight”, which is where 
investors take their money to 
other markets they feel are 
safer for their profits. 

But the bosses that threaten 
capital flight are unelected 
and unaccountable—and their 
interests do not line up with 
the interest of the majority of 
people.

And bankers aren’t the only 
ones who feel threatened by a 
Corbyn victory. 

Shortly after Corbyn was 
elected Labour leader, a serv-
ing British army general Corbyn 
could face “mutiny and mass 
resignations”.

Happy
Corbyn’s calls for nationalisa-
tion are widely supported. But 
the rich who sit on the boards 
of energy firms and rail com-
panies will not be happy about 
any attempts to undermine 
their profit. 

Agencies can downgrade 
countries’ credit ratings, which 
influences how much the gov-
ernment can borrow. 

And bodies such as the IMF 
can attack and even ruin gov-
ernments if they don’t like their 
programme.

The Syriza party in Greece 
was elected on a wave of anger 
against austerity in 2015. 

But in the first three days 
after its election, investors 
pulled their money out of Greek 
banks, slashing 40 percent of 
their value. 

Syriza focused on seem-
ingly clever manoeuvres at the 

Capitalists will try every trick to derail a Labour government. 
Sarah Bates argues it will take mass resistance and strong 
counter-measures to give them a run for their money

Selling stocks 
of sterling is a 
calculated 
method of 
influence

‘‘ 
Corbyn—from outsider to
“the likely lad”

RESISTING 
THE BOSSES’ 
SABOTAGE

JOHN McDONNELL supports striking Bank of England workers 

Democracy meant going 
forward, not backward

The October uprising 
had broad support 
from workers—unlike 
the parliamentary 
efforts to hold it back

RIGHT WING histories of 
the Russian Revolution 
like to paint it as a coup by 
the Bolshevik Party and its 
leader Lenin. Their writers 
refer in passing to the 
absence of democracy under 
the Tsar. But they accuse 
the Bolsheviks of creating 
a dictatorship that led 
automatically to the horrors 
of Stalinism.

Yet, as Lenin insisted, “To 
be successful, insurrection 
must rely not upon conspiracy 
and not upon a party, but 
upon the advanced class. That 
is the first point. Insurrection 
must rely upon a revolutionary 
upsurge of the people.”

Lenin argued for launching 
insurrection on the basis that, 
“The majority of the people 
are on our side”.

The October Revolution 
wasn’t just carried out by a 
core of conspirators but by 
workers and soldiers all over 
Russia’s capital, Petrograd.

The revolution had already 
created its own democratic 
structures—the soviets, which 
were councils of workers’ and 
soldiers representatives.

Elected
After the summer of 1917 
many soviets elected new, 
Bolshevik majorities. Workers 
voted for the party that 
stood for overthrowing the 
government.

After the October uprising 
elections were held to a 
new, nationwide Constituent 
Assembly. The Bolshevik-led 
Soviet government dissolved 
it in January 1918, something 
that’s held up as a central 
charge against them.

Before October, the 
demand for a Constituent 
Assembly was about creating 
a more democratic alternative 
to the existing power and 
taking the revolution forward.

But after October that 
power was gone. The new 
body could instead provide an 
alternative to soviet rule that 
those who wanted to remove 
all democracy from Russia 
could rally behind.

Places at the centre of the 
revolution—cities, the navy, 
and parts of the army—
voted overwhelmingly for the 
Bolsheviks.

But most of Russia’s 
population was scattered in 
the countryside where the 
struggle was at a much lower 
pitch.

The peasant-oriented 
Social Revolutionaries 
(SRs) won 380 seats in the 
assembly, the Bolsheviks 168. 
But the results failed to reflect 
a rapidly changing reality. 
The SRs had already split.

One side supported the 
revolution and joined the 
Bolsheviks in a new coalition 

government. These Left SRs 
were by far the more popular.

Yet Right SRs dominated 
the party’s candidate lists—
and used their Constituent 
Assembly majority to refuse 
to endorse Soviet rule.

But history waits for no 
one. By 1918 the imperialist 
powers encircled the 
revolution. The Constituent 
Assembly majority sought to 
compromise with the deadly 
enemies of the revolution.

It acted as a brake on the  
momentum of the revolution 
and worked to undermine it. 
Some even wanted to re-start 
the war with Germany.

It wasn’t just the Bolsheviks 
who saw the danger. “As far 
as I am concerned, if it comes 
to that point, break up the 
Constituent Assembly with 
force,” Left SR Mark Natanson 
told Bolshevik Leon Trotsky. 

Looking back in December 
1919, Lenin said, “The 
country cannot be equal to 
the town under the historical 
conditions of this epoch. 
The town inevitably leads 
the country. The country 
inevitably follows the town.

“The only question is which 
class, of the “urban” classes, 
will succeed in leading the 
country, will cope with 
this task, and what forms 
will leadership by the town 
assume?”

Those who defended 
the Constituent Assembly 
suffered, as Lenin put it, 
from “the prejudice that the 
fundamental problem of the 
class struggle can be solved 
by voting.” 
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution tinyurl.com/sw1917

READING POSTERS for the Constituent Assembly election

Insurrection 
must rely upon 
a revolutionary 
upsurge of the 
people

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION

1917 TIMELINE
18 September (1 October in 
the modern calendar)
lProvisional Government 
leader Kerensky orders 
the Baltic Fleet sailors 
to dissolve their central 
committee. They refuse
lThe Soviet in Tashkent 
overthrows the local 
government. Kerensky 
retakes the city with force, 
provoking a general strike
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 New cycle laws won’t make roads safer
by ALISTAIR FARROW

YOU’D BE forgiven for 
thinking that cyclists are 
irresponsible, reckless and 
potentially deadly if you 
believe the mainstream 
press and politicians.

London pedestrian Kim 
Briggs died last year after 
Charlie Alliston, riding a 
track bike that typically 
doesn’t have front brakes, 
ran into her. Alliston was 
convicted of “wanton or furi-
ous driving” and handed an 
18 month sentence.

The case led to calls for a 
review of criminal offences 
for dangerous cycling. But 
the vast majority of pedestri-
ans who die on roads in Brit-
ain are killed by motorists. 

And deaths of cyclists pro-
voke much less comment.

Lorry
A female cyclist died after 
being run over by a lorry in 
west London on Wednesday 
of last week.

In Manchester on 1 Sep-
tember Oliwia Franchesca 
Wojciechowka was killed 
after being crushed by a 
lorry in Salford. Six days  

previously another cyclist 
had been killed in Trafford.

The press often describe 
deaths caused by cars almost 
as if they are a natural phe-
nomenon.

One Guardian article dis-
passionately describes a 
person involved in a fatal 
crash as “the driver of a car 
that hit a cyclist who later 

died”. In the rare cases where 
a cyclist causes a death they 
are described as “thrill seek-
ers” who “mowed down” 
people.

Tory transport minister 
Jesse Norman launched an 
“urgent” review of danger-
ous cycling last month. 

The first phase, set to 
report in 2018, will assess 

the case for new criminal 
offences for causing death or 
injury by dangerous cycling.

But the real problem is 
a lack of political will from 
those at the top to do any-
thing meaningful about the 
rising number of fatalities.

In 2016, 400 pedestrians 
died on roads in Britain. 

Office for National Sta-

tistics figures show that, 
between 2006 and 2010,  
14 pedestrians were killed in 
incidents involving bicycles. 

In the same period, 1,083 
pedestrians were killed in 
incidents involving cars, pick-
ups and trucks. 

Just two pedestrians were 
killed by cyclists in 2015. 
Some 100 cyclists were killed 

on the roads that year. More 
than 3,200 were seriously 
injured and over 15,500 were 
slightly injured.  And the fig-
ures only include those cases 
reported to the cops.

Harsher
Neither harsher sentenc-
ing guidelines for cyclists 
involved in incidents that 
lead to deaths, or crackdowns 
on motorists, will make 
people safer.

Well funded public trans-
port would reduce congestion 
and make roads safer. 

So would limiting the 
time heavy goods vehicles 
are allowed into city cen-
tres, which has been partially 
introduced.

And real investment in 
cycling infrastructure is 
needed. 

Last year the Tories 
announced the Cycling and 
Walking Investment Strategy, 
detailing £300 million invest-
ment over five years. That’s 
just over £1 for every person 
in Britain.  

T r a n s p o r t  s y s t e m s 
designed primarily for the 
needs of capital and not for 
ordinary people will never 
place people’s safety first.

CYCLISTS PROTESTING over road safety in Camberwell, south London, in 2015 Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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 ‘We defied  
 repression  
 in Catalonia  
 to vote yes’
The Spanish state fought hard to 
stop an independence vote—but 
generated more resistance instead

THERE WERE jubilant scenes 
on the streets of Barcelona 
on Sunday as voting ended 
in the Catalan independence 
referendum.

David Karvala, a member of  
revolutionary socialist group 
Marx21, was at a polling station. He 
told Socialist Worker, “There was a 
countdown and a huge cheer.

“Some people had been here 
since 5am. Others stayed the night 
on Saturday. We then had to stay 
for hours to protect the ballot boxes 
during the count.”

Some 90 percent of the 2.26 mil-
lion Catalans who voted backed 
independence. Catalonia has  
5.3 million registered voters.

Catalan government spokesper-
son Jordi Turull said the number of 
ballots didn’t include those confis-
cated by Spanish police.

Activists had formed neighbour-
hood Committees for the Defence 
of the Referendum to resist the 
repression. They occupied schools 
and clinics where voting was set to 
take place.

Student Marina Morante was 
part of an occupation in a Barcelona 
school. 

She told Socialist Worker, “For 
activists who have campaigned 
about labour and social rights, inde-
pendence has become a way of get-
ting those rights.

Dictatorship
“For others, it’s more about how the 
transformation out of dictatorship 
at the end of the 1970s wasn’t real 
enough. The setup that came out of 
it, known as the ‘regime of 78’, was 
a big lie. 

“It doesn’t work and it isn’t open 
to reform.”

The Spanish state unleashed 
savage repression to try and stop 
the vote. David said, “Police used 
tear gas in a small polling station in 
a rural town. A village of 250 people 
was attacked by 60 or 70 paramili-
tary police.

“Elsewhere police dragged a 
woman down stone steps by her 
hair, touched her breasts, then 

broke the fingers of her hand one 
by one.

“They shot a person at close 
range with a rubber bullet. He may 
lose an eye.”

But for all the repression it seems 
the cops only shut down a minor-
ity of polling stations. And people 
organised to resist. 

“Firefighters set up a protective 
cordon for demonstrators,” said 
David. “They took the decision col-
lectively in an assembly.

“In the county town of Tarrega 
around 1,000 people filled a square 
to protect the town hall for people 
to vote.”

He added that in the small town 
of Pineda “a busload of police was 
sent in—but the people sent them 
away”.

And protests took place in soli-
darity against the repression. 

Spanish police closed, raided or 
smashed around 400 polling sta-
tions where up to 700,000 people 
could have voted.

“Given the repression it’s an 
excellent result,” said David. 

“The main thing is that people 
have come out on the street in 
their tens of thousands to defy the 
repression.”

On other pages...
Workers stage general strike after 
Catalan referendum >>Page 20

PART OF a monster rally for independence in Barcelona on Friday of last week Pictures: Guy smallman

 Firefighters, dockers, farmers and  
 students take action to defend rights
SUNDAY’S VOTE followed days 
of big mobilisations that brought 
hundreds of thousands onto the 
streets—and saw workers take 
action.

More than 80,000 students 
marched through Barcelona on 
Thursday of last week. 

Socialist Worker photographer 
Guy Smallman was in the city. He 
reported, “This popular uprising is 
not about Catalan nationalism. 

“All agree that the real issue is 
democracy.”

Firefighters also protested last 
Thursday. In at least one station 
they refused bosses’ demands to 
take down their banners.

Barcelona firefighter Pau Serra 
told Socialist Worker, “Our union 
had called an assembly and people 
wanted to talk about what’s 
happening.

Discussed
“So we discussed it and voted 
on a position. We’re neutral on 
the referendum. But we voted to 
defend the rights of the people. 

“We don’t want repression—we 
want to defend the basic right to 
democracy, a free press and the 
vote.”

On Friday agricultural trade 

unions and cooperatives organised 
a huge convoy through the centre 
of Barcelona. Guy said, “Hundreds 
of students greeted the farmers 
and workers. The police were 
nowhere to be seen.”

Hundreds of thousands took to 
the streets of Barcelona to defy 
repression and demand the right 
to vote. 

Dockers in the city decided at a 
mass meeting not to work on ships 
brought in to house cops and the 
paramilitary Civil Guard. Dockers 
in Tarragona also refused to work 
on police ships.

Barcelona docker Albert Gil told 
Socialist Worker, “Our decision 
wasn’t about the referendum, but 

about the violation of citizens’ 
rights. 

“We are a collective that has 
always been in struggle and always 
defended our labour rights.

“When we saw this attack we 
mobilised and the membership 
supported this position solidly.”

The repression from the Spanish 
government has only encouraged 
resistance. 

Support
A monster rally called by the 
Catalan government last Friday 
showed the breadth of support. 

As Aina Della of the  
anti-capitalist party CUP told 
Socialist Worker, “This is now 
a real popular movement—not 
just for independence but for 
democratic rights.”

Occupiers in Miquel Tarradell 
college in Barcelona spoke to 
Spanish reporters. Eugenia Revilla 
said, “This is the first time that 
I’ve mobilised myself in this way. 
For me it’s a chance to be able to 
decide.”

Aina said, “We need people to 
take to the streets every day. The 
mobilisations must continue until 
we have won independence and 
established a new republic.”

MORE ON THE WEB
There are more eyewitness 
accounts, news reports and 
images from the referendum on 
Socialist Worker’s website
lMass protests of students, 
farmers and workers  
bit.ly/2fJgDlq
lCatalans say they will resist 
repression bit.ly/2kfqO2Q
lEyewitness from Barcelona on 
the day of the vote  
bit.ly/2wtejSX
lGalleries of images  
socialistworker.co.uk/galleries

A farmer protesting with students
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Good response to call for 
union protests over pay 
CIVIL SERVICE workers at 
government department 
offices across Britain 
protested on Friday of last 
week demanding an end to 
the 1 percent public sector 
pay cap.

Their action is part of a 
campaign that could lead to 
strikes.

The union said more than 
100 PCS union branches held 
lunchtime protests outside 
their workplaces on the last 
Friday of the month—pay 
day.

At the protest outside 
the Department for Work 
and Pensions/HM Revenue 
and Customs building in 
Stratford, east London, 
most of the workers in the 
building joined in. 

This included some who 
aren’t union members. 

A few days earlier, union 
members in the building had 

led a walkout over unsafe 
working conditions.    

Some managers threatened 
to deduct pay over the 
protests, but were forced to 
back off when they saw the 
strength of feeling and the 
unity of the workforce.

The day of protests came 
ahead of a consultative 
ballot asking PCS members 
whether they would be 
prepared to strike to beat 
the pay cap.

The ballot is set to be 
launched on Monday—and 
should be used to build 
support for strikes and 
recruit to the union. 

Actions involving members 
such as the workplace 
protests are a good way to 
do this. 

They are an example of 
what other unions can do in 
the fight to beat the pay cap.
Thanks to Andy Reid

IN BRIEF 

Sellafield workers 
fall out over pay 
TRAFFIC TAILED back 
from the Sellafield nuclear 
power plant in Cumbria as 
2,500 workers struck last 
Wednesday. GMB union 
members have rejected a pay 
offer of a 1.5 percent “rise”. 

GMB organiser Chris 
Jukes slammed “an upstairs 
downstairs culture where 
the big bosses receive 
eyewatering bonuses”.

GMB members had voted 
76 percent to strike on a 66 
percent turnout. Unite has 
also been balloting for strikes.

Sacking threat to 
Picturehouse staff
WORKERS AT the 
Picturehouse cinema chain 
have been threatened with 
the sack if they take part in 
strikes at five cinemas that 
were set for Wednesday. 

They are striking for the 
Living Wage of £9.75 an hour 
in London, £8.45 elsewhere.
lProtest Wed 4 Oct, 3.30pm, 
Leicester Square to coincide with 
London Film Festival. 

Murals celebrate 
the Grunwick battle
ACTIVISTS, INCLUDING many 
veteran supporters of the 
dispute, marched in north 
west London last Saturday to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of the historic Grunwick strike 
over union recognition. 

Two murals were 
unveiled—one 28 metres 
long. Former striker Vipin told 
the crowd he learned all he 
needed to know in life from 
the picket line at Grunwick. 
John Gamble

Sign against Fujitsu 
victimisation move 
UNITE UNION members 
employed by Fujitsu have 
set up a petition against the 
firm’s victimisation of reps 
amid mass redundancies.

Reps Ian Allinson and 
Denis Morris both face 
redundancy.
lSign at ipetitions.com/
petition/fujitsu-victimisations

Remembering the 
life of Mehmet Aksoy 
HUNDREDS OF people 
gathered at the Kurdish 
Community Centre in 
north London on Sunday to 
remember Mehmet Aksoy. 

Mehmet, a comrade 
to all socialist and anti-
imperialists, was killed while 
working alongside Kurdish 
forces fighting Isis in Syria.

Mears workers vote 
on renewed action  
HOUSING maintenance 
workers at Mears in 
Manchester are balloting for 
fresh strikes. 

Unite members have 
already taken 40 days of 
industrial action this summer 
over pay and conditions. The 
ballot closes on 18 October.

  This offer is not what 
  Durham TAs deserve 
DURHAM COUNCIL is hoping 
to end the Durham teaching 
assistants (TAs) dispute with a 
“new” pay offer. 

But the Unison union 
members are divided over 
whether to accept it—
with some saying it’s no 
improvement on the deal they 
strongly rejected in July. 

The local Unison branch is 
urging workers to accept the 
deal. But many TAs have taken 
to social media to voice their 
concerns. 

And the TA committee is 
split over whether to accept the 
deal. 

Ballot
Their official Twitter account 
was keen to remind everyone 
that nothing has yet been 
agreed by the TAs and a ballot 
date hasn’t been set. 

Many are frustrated that a 
Labour council is implementing 
the cuts and want to see words 
about anti-austerity turned 
into action.

The new deal means that 

almost 500 TAs will lose pay, 
some almost £4,000 a year.

Others will keep the same 
pay but will have to work 18 
hours extra a week to maintain 
it.

The council has produced 
the sop of offering a 
“progression board” made up of 
council officers, head teachers, 
union officers and TAs.

But TAs don’t want spurious 
offers of extra training.

They want and deserve 
protection from pay cuts and 
extra hours.

The strength of the TA 
dispute lies in their unity, 
the mass picket lines and big 
demonstrations.

Their best option is 
continuing  the campaign and 
renewing strikes.

The courageous Durham 
TAs have forced Unison into 
action and been an example to 
the whole of the trade union 
movement.

After a two-year dispute 
they should not accept a deal 
that attacks their pay and 
conditions.

DEFIANT PROTESTERS in Southall Park  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

FIGHTING THE NHS CUTS

TEACHING ASSISTANTS
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On the streets to defend 
crucial health services
AROUND 200 health 
campaigners marched to 
defend health services at 
Ealing Hospital last Saturday. 

The protest was called by 
the Labour-run council and 
supported by the Ealing Save 
Our NHS campaign. 

Health campaigners are 
fighting proposals to axe 
the accident and emergency 
department and 500 beds at 

Ealing Hospital. This is part 
of a long-standing plan to run 
down services at Ealing and 
Charing Cross hospitals. 

The proposals are 
also part of the Tories 
Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs). 
Both the Labour-run councils 
in Ealing and Hammersmith 
and Fulham refused to sign 
off on the local STP.

OBITUARY
Celia Hollingworth 
1954-2017
WE ARE all shocked and 
saddened by Celia’s death after 
an animal attack in Greece.

She was a much loved 
friend and comrade in the 
Bristol Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP) and well beyond. 

She will be remembered 
for her warm and generous 
spirit and fierce commitment 
to bringing about political 
change. 

She was active as a 
member of the SWP and as a 
union rep in the AUT and the 
UCU. 

She was also an active 
member of Bath Against the 
Cuts. 

Celia was enormously 
respected by her colleagues 

for her activism, enthusiasm 
and commitment. She was 
unfailingly generous whilst 
expecting little in return.

It was always a pleasure 
to share a campaigning stall 
with her because she was 
always so encouraging to 
other comrades and was so 
very clear and personable 
whilst engaging with people.

Celia had a love of life, 
music, gardens and her 
friends. She was always up 
for social events of any kind 
and was always encouraging 
to comrades organising them.  

For all of her fierce 
commitment, and sometimes 
because of it, Celia was fun 
to be around.  

She will be sorely and 
sadly missed by all of her 
comrades and friends in the 
SWP, in her trade union, 
in Stand Up To Racism and 
all those who campaigned 
alongside her and the left 
more widely.

We send our condolences 
and sympathy to her friends, 
family and all who knew her.

Our tribute to her will be 
to continue fighting for the 
better world she profoundly 
believed in.

COLLEGE LECTURERS PRO-CHOICE

Celia Hollingworth 

Durham TAs won huge support 

PUBLIC SECTOR PAY

THE RESULT of a 
consultative ballot for 
strikes over pay was set to 
be announced as Socialist 
Worker went to press. The 
UCU union balloted members 
in further education colleges.

Bosses have offered a 
below-inflation rise of 1 
percent, following years of 
real terms pay cuts.

The UCU should begin 
a real ballot and lead a 
determined fight to win it.

nUCU MEMBERS in older 
universities are taking part 
in a consultative ballot on 
possible industrial action 
over pensions.

The lecturers’ defined 
benefits pension scheme 
could be replaced with 
a defined contributions 
scheme. This would slash the 
value of pensions.

nUCU LEFT will hold 
its autumn conference, 
Preparing to Win—Post-
16 Education for All, on 
Saturday 18 November. The 
conference will take place in 
central London. 
lGo to uculeft.org for more 
details

HUNDREDS OF pro-choice 
protesters gathered outside 
the Irish embassy in London 
last Saturday to demand 
abortion rights for women in 
Ireland.

They drew 205,704 white 
marks outside the embassy—
the same number of women 
who have travelled to Britain 
for an abortion since 1983. 
People chanted, “34 years 
since ‘83, stop sending 
women across the sea”.

The protest came as 
around 30,000 people 
demonstrated in Dublin. 
They called on the 
government to repeal the 
eighth amendment, which 
gives a foetus an equal “right 
to life” as a woman.

Ireland’s government last 
week announced there will be 
a referendum on the issue.

Linda Kavanagh from the 
Abortion Rights Campaign 
said the amendment had 
caused “untold misery and 
damage”.

The campaign stressed 
that any referendum must 
give voters the choice 
to repeal the eighth 
amendment, not simply 
replace it.
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TRANSPORT

United action on rail
can keep trains safe
by SARAH BATES

GUARDS IN the RMT union 
struck together on four 
rail networks this week to 
stop the implementation of 
driver-only operation (DOO) 
trains. 

Workers on the Southern, 
Arriva Rail North, Merseyrail 
and Greater Anglia networks 
held a coordinated walkout 
on Tuesday.

They were set to strike 
again on Thursday—along-
side London Underground 
drivers (see right).

There were picket lines at 
stations on all four networks.

This was the first strike at 
Greater Anglia.

Workers at the other three 
companies struck together 
last month in the long-run-
ning dispute.

DOO, getting rid of train 
guards, will make the rail-
ways unsafe and inaccessible.

Paul Cox, RMT regional 
organiser,  was on the 
Southern picket line at 
London Victoria station.

He told Socialist Worker, 
“This strike is solid as usual. 
We aren’t going away—we’re 
hoping to bring more train 
companies out in future. 

“There is absolute determi-
nation against this industrial 
brutality.

“People have suffered a 

massive loss to their pay 
and are determined to keep 
fighting. The resilience is 
stunning, they’re a credit to 
the trade union movement.

“We are speaking with one 
voice against the tyrannical 
behaviour of the Tories.”

eOne Nor thern  Ra i l 
guard told Socialist Worker, 
“During our strikes, manag-
ers do our jobs. 

“But they’ve only had one 

day of training—not the three 
months we get.”

The implementation of 
DOO is not inevitable.

The Welsh government 
announced last week that 
the new train operator in 
Wales would have to keep 
the guards on trains.

The guarantee followed 
a consultation showing that 
90 percent of the public sup-
ported keeping a second 

member of staff on trains.
It will take more than a 

consultation to beat back 
DOO in England.

The Tories and greedy 
train bosses are committed 
to bringing in DOO.

But these strikes have 
every potential to win. 
Coordinated action is the 
way to stop the bosses risk-
ing passenger safety for 
profit.

HOUSING

Council’s wrecking plan 
is a snub to Corbyn’s call
THE LABOUR council in 
Haringey, north London, has 
defied the plans for social 
housing laid out in Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn’s 
conference speech. 

Corbyn called for estate 
residents to have votes 
on proposed regeneration 
projects.

“After Grenfell we must 
think again about what 
are called regeneration 
schemes,” he said.

The move brings the 
Labour leadership into 
almost direct opposition to 
Labour councils pushing 
through such projects. 

Haringey council’s 
Haringey Development 
Vehicle (HDV), in 
partnership with developer 
Lendlease, is the biggest of 

its kind worth £2 billion.
Alan Strickland, lead 

councillor for housing, 
said, “We will continue to 
put comprehensive and 
meaningful engagement 
with residents at the heart 
of our regeneration plans. 

“But we do not expect to 
start using yes/no ballots.” 

Corbyn will come under 
increasing pressure to row 
back on his conference 
promises.

He said, “A decent home 
is a right for everyone. 
Houses should be homes for 
the many, not speculative 
investments for the few.”

He’s right. And the best 
way to ensure we get those 
homes is by organising and 
fighting for them.
Alistair Farrow

GRENFELL

Callous estate bosses face 
the boot—not before time
KENSINGTON AND Chelsea 
council voted on Wednesday 
of last week to stop the 
Kensington and Chelsea Tenant 
Management Organisation 
(KCTMO) managing council 
owned properties.

A vote is set to be conducted 
among residents on estates 
throughout the west London 
borough on the termination 
of the agreement between the 
council and the KCTMO.

There are some 10,000 
council-owned homes managed 
by the KCTMO.

The KCTMO and the 
council, as well as successive 
governments, are responsible 
for the Grenfell Tower fire in 
which at least 80 people were 
killed. 

In a letter to residents dated 
22 September the KCTMO 

said, “The council and the 
government have made it 
clear that there is no role for 
us following the tragedy in 
which many of our friends and 
neighbours died and caused 
so much trauma to those who 
remain.”

The decision by the council 
shows the strength of the 
anger. 

That it took so long to 
happen is a scandal in itself.

The process is likely to take 
months and the council is 
being evasive about what will 
replace KCTMO.

The homes should be run by 
the council.
lJoin the Grenfell silent 
march—Saturday 14 October, 
6.30pm, Notting Hill Methodist 
Church, 240 Lancaster Road, 
London W11 4AH

ARRIVA RAIL North pickets in Skipton, North Yorkshire Picture: rMt

ROUND-UP

Tube stoppage could 
shut down London
LONDON TUBE drivers were 
set to strike for 24 hours on 
Thursday and bring London 
to a standstill.

The Aslef union members 
voted to strike against longer 
working hours brought in with 
the Night Tube in 2015. 

Aslef’s Tube organiser Finn 
Brennan said, “Our members’ 
patience has finally been 
exhausted.”

Manchester’s bus 
drivers want a raise
DRIVERS AT First Bus struck 
on Monday over pay in two 
Greater Manchester depots.

Almost 700 Unite union 
members took part in Bolton 
and Rusholme, affecting 
some 43 routes. 

Workers plan more strikes 
on the next four Mondays.

Three bus walkouts 
come along at once
BUS WORKERS have called 
strikes at Stagecoach depots 
in south west England on 13, 
17 and 30 October.

The 800 RMT union 
members in Exeter, Torquay 
and Barnstaple want pay 
to rise in line with RPI 
inflation—3.9 percent. 

They include drivers, 
cleaners and engineers.

Train cleaners won’t 
be treated like dirt
CLEANERS ON Southeastern 
trains are set to walk out for 
24 hours from 8.30pm on 
Thursday 19 October. The 
RMT members are employed 
by contractor Wettons.

London Underground 
cleaners are set to protest on 
Thursday of next week, from 
9am at City Hall.

AVIATION

Pilots’ strike 
grounded—
for now
PILOTS’ UNION Balpa 
suspended a strike planned 
to take place at Thomas Cook 
on Friday of last week.

But it began a consultation 
of members on escalating to 
eight strike days in October.

Balpa general secretary 
Brian Strutton hinted that 
strikes could be stopped if 
bosses agreed to arbitration.

The workers already 
struck last month for a better 
pay rise.

It’s right to take longer, 
more hard-hitting action—
but calling off planned 
strikes only gives bosses time 
to undermine workers.

ROUND-UP

NEARLY 200 baggage 
handlers at London Gatwick 
airport are voting in a ballot 
for strikes that began on 
Friday of last week. 

The Unite union members 
are employed by contractor 
Omni Serve for Norwegian 
Airline’s subsidiary Red 
Handling.

Bosses offered a company 
barbecue as an alternative to 
a pay rise. But Unite regional 
officer Jamie Major said, 
“Workers want bucks, not 
burgers.”

nAROUND 200 cleaners at 
Manchester airport could 
strike over pay after a 
100 percent vote for action.

Turnout was 73 percent 
in the ballot of Unite union 
members employed by Mitie.

The workers are paid just 
the minimum wage of  
£7.50 an hour.

After a two year pay freeze 
they want a £1 an hour raise.

CLEANERS

AROUND 100 people 
protested outside Maserati 
and Ferrari showrooms in 
South Kensington, west 
London, last Saturday.

Two cleaners have been 
suspended after voting to 

strike for the London Living 
Wage of £9.75 an hour.

“I’ve been working for 
Ferrari for five years,” said 
Angelica, one of the workers. 
“We wanted to speak to them 
but they refused.”
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Grotesque wealth and poverty in west London 
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 GENERAL STRIKE 
IN CATALONIA
by DAVE SEWELL

CATALONIA WAS shut 
down on Tuesday by a gen-
eral strike of workers and a 
“stoppage of the nation” by 
civil society.

Millions of Catalans are 
furious at the Spanish state’s 
savage repression of their ref-
erendum on independence 
last Sunday.

Despite Spanish courts 
banning the vote and cops 
injuring hundreds in an 
attempt to stop it, more 
than two million voted by  
90 percent for independence.

Organisations
The strike was initially called 
by left trade unions. But it was 
later backed by a wide coali-
tion of independence groups, 
the big unions and even some 
bosses’ organisations.

Crowds  o f  ac t i v i s t s 
blocked up to 50 roads across 
Catalonia on the strike day 
and set up barricades of tyres 
or used ballot boxes. Public 
transport was reduced to an 
absolute minimum.

Firefighter Pau Serra told 
Socialist Worker, “The strike 
has been a success. I’ve 
walked all over Barcelona 

and everything is shut except 
for small cafes.”

Dockers struck solidly, shut-
ting down ports in Barcelona, 
Girona and Tarragona. 

Barcelona docker Albert 
Gil told Socialist Worker, 
“The dock workers are part 
of the people and we will be 
with the people in the difficult 
moments.”

Major food markets were 
silent and farmers paused 
their harvest.

Some bosses closed their 
workplaces voluntarily. 
Others had it done for them.

Community “pickets” burst 
in to shops and restaurants to 
shut them down, or blocked 
the access roads into indus-
trial estates. These activities 

were largely organised from 
below in local assemblies on 
Monday night.

The main demonstra-
tions were set to take place 
in the evening after Socialist 
Worker went to press on 
Tuesday. 

But tens of thousands ral-
lied in Barcelona’s University 
Square at midday, with more 

protests in other neighbour-
hoods and towns. 

Student Marina Morante 
spoke to Socialist Worker 
from a rally in Nou Barris, 
a working class district in 
Barcelona. “There are lots 
of people out, lots of places 
closed,” she said. 

“This morning we invaded 
a Mercadona supermarket 

that wasn’t respecting the 
strike, then went to the fire 
station to rally with the fire-
fighters. Now there are 400 
people here with chants of 
‘anticapitalista’. People’s 
ideas are changing.

“Later we will join with 
other people from the periph-
ery of Barcelona and walk 
together into the centre for 
the demonstration.”

Plunged
The referendum has plunged 
the Spanish state into its 
deepest crisis since the tran-
sition out of dictatorship in 
the 1970s.

Spanish prime minister 
Mariano Rajoy dismissed the 
result, calling the referen-
dum “illegal” and ruling out 
independence. 

European politicians and 
even Catalan big business 
agree with him (see below), 
and the Spanish left has 
largely fudged and sat on the 
fence at best.

But the ordinary Catalans 
who refused to be silenced 
last Sunday have other ideas.

WORKERS JOINED the pro-independence rallies as part of the general strike on Tuesday  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Catalan workers exploit the tensions at the top with walkouts and protests
CATALAN president Carles 
Puigdemont announced 
after the result that, “We 
have won the right to 
an independent state, in 
the form of a republic.”

He initiated moves 
towards a unilateral 
declaration of 
independence, saying 
that “Catalan institutions 
must implement what 
citizens have decided”.

But overcoming the 
opposition of the Spanish 
state requires a social 
force—and right winger 
Puigdemont is looking 
to the wrong ones.

His emphasis after 
the vote was to call 
for mediation by 

the European Union 
(EU). Yet the EU’s 
treatment of Greece 
has demonstrated its 
contempt for democracy.

The European 

Commission dismissed 
the “illegal” vote as “an 
internal matter for Spain” 
and said it “trusted” 
Rajoy’s “leadership”.

It called for “unity 
and stability” and 
said an independent 
Catalonia would find 
itself out of the EU.

Then there’s the 
question of who led 
Tuesday’s shutdown.

Some Catalan 
politicians and  
pro-
independence 
organisations 
played 
down the 
role of 
workers 

and emphasised that the 
whole nation was out.

The support of small 
business certainly added 
to the strike’s impact in 
key sectors such as food 
and retail. Public sector 
bosses told workers 
that they wouldn’t even 
lose pay for striking.

But the main bosses’ 
organisation in Catalonia 
condemned the strike. 
It took workers’ 

organisation 
to enforce 
it.

One of 
the left 
wing 
unions 
that 

initiated the stoppage, 
the CGT, accused the 
big unions of using the 
“national stoppage” line 
as an excuse for inactivity.

Bosses and workers 

have different interests.
Even Catalan 

businesses sympathetic 
to independence would 
take Spanish rule 
over “instability” and 
mass mobilisation.

And European 
politicians who represent 
the same rotten 
establishment as Rajoy 
are no friends of those 
seeking to challenge it.

Only building on the 
collective defiance that 
made the referendum 
possible—and in 
particular the power 
of the Catalan working 
class—can overcome 
the state’s opposition.

Spanish prime minister Rajoy is
under pressure from...

...and, crucially, from the 
increasingly militant movement

...pro-independence sections 
of the ruling class such as 
Catalan president Puigdemont...

On other pages...
More on the crisis in 
Catalonia>>Page 17
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