
THE TORIES’ new Universal Credit benefit 
scheme is plunging people into debt, home-
lessness and food poverty.

Universal Credit has been progressively 
replacing six existing benefits since 2013—and 
making claimants’ lives a nightmare.

New claimants face a six-week wait before 
they receive anything, forcing them to borrow 
money or fall behind on rent. 

A host of restrictive conditions mean that 
they can never be sure when the meagre pay-
ments they rely on will be snatched away again.

And the complex changeover process has 
been full of glitches and errors that the Depart-
ment for Work and Pensions has made tenants 
pay for.

Norma from Peckham in south London 
applied for a working tax credit bene-
fit in December last year, to top up her
>>Page 3

STAND UP TO RACISM 
CONFERENCE
SATURDAY 21 OCTOBER   
10.30am-4.30pm  Central London
Speakers include 
Labour MPs Diane Abbott, Kate Osamor and Catherine West  
Trade union leaders  
Kevin Courtney, Dave Ward and Roger McKenzie 
And leading activists  
including Salma Yaqoob, Kate Hudson,  
Weyman Bennett and Lowkey

For more see page 4 and standuptoracism.org.uk

‘I HAVE NO 
MONEY TO 
BUY FOOD’

Refugees  trapped  near  Dunkirk  spoke  to  Dave 
Sewell  about  their  lives 
>>Pages  10&11

Britain’s border 
shame

Right gains in Austria  
are a warning

The general election in Austria produced a  sharp turn to  
the right last week
>>Pages 4&5
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Norma    Picture: Guy Smallman

IMPERIALISM

Trump goads Iran 
in race to grab 
Syrian territory
US PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump is edging closer 
to conflict with Iran.

He has threatened new 
sanctions and has denounced 
a deal that limited Iran’s 
ability to develop nuclear 
weapons.

This comes as forces backed 
by the US and Iran compete 
in Syria.
>>Page 7

CATALONIA

Movement back 
on the streets 
after arrests
THE LEADERS of two 
important organisations 
in Catalonia were jailed 
on Monday as the Spanish 
state tried to break the 
push for independence. 

Protests began 
immediately. Mass 
mobilisation, not clever 
manoeuvres, will be needed 
to beat prime minster 
Mariano Rajoy.
>>Page 8

JEREMY CORBYN

Can Labour now 
become a party 
of struggle?
JEREMY CORBYN and 
his supporters have 
changed Labour. 

But can it become a 
party that moves beyond 
reforms, transforms society 
fundamentally and wins 
socialism?
>>Pages 14&15

 TORY UNIVERSAL CREDIT 
IS CLASS WAR ON POOR 
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Turmoil after workers 
walk out on the queen
MORE THAN a dozen of 
the queen’s kitchen staff 
have walked out amid 
“turmoil” at the Palace 
over the heavy demands 
placed on workers.

Chefs and porters are 
said to have complained 
about a lack of time 
off and the expectation 
that they will work at 
several royal residences 
for the same salary. 

Cooks often have to 
travel between 
Windsor Castle 
and Buckingham 
Palace, where 
functions are 
held. Prince 
Charles is said 
to use the staff 
when he throws 
events and the 

chefs also cook meals for 
William, Kate and Harry 
at Kensington Palace.

Troublemaker’s 
source in the palace 
said, “The place is in 
turmoil and the mood is 
getting steadily worse.

“People work all hours 
god sends for no extra 
pay. Nobody gets any time 
off or sees their families.

“They’ve concluded it’s 
not worth it any more.”

The queen also 
lost her most 
senior courtier. 

Sir Christopher 
Geidt suddenly 
announced in 
July that he was 
leaving after  
15 years’ service 
to the queen.

Volkswagen fails to buy all 
the cobalt that children dig 
VOLKSWAGEN CAME up 
with a new wheeze to make 
up for its last scam. It’s 
trying to buy the world’s 
cobalt production 

But it has been shunned by 
traders in the metal.

V W  G r o u p ,  w h o s e  
12 brands include Porsche, 
Audi and Bentley, has 
pledged it will now spend  
£50 billion to electrify 300 
models by 2030. 

I t  a ims  t o  be  the  
biggest producer of electric 
vehicles by 2025. 

So it needs cobalt for a lot 
of big batteries.

Volkswagen admitted two 
years ago to cheating on  
diesel emissions tests.

Volkswagen issued a 
tender last month seeking 
a minimum of five years of 
supply at a fixed price. Prices 
have jumped by more than 
80 percent this year. 

“They’re being arrogant 
because they’re automotive 
and they’re used to doing it,” 
one trader said.

There have been dra-
matic price rises. More than  
60 percent of cobalt is mined 

in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC).  The country 
has long suffered from for-
eign exploitation.

Cobalt production in 
the DRC is dominated by 
a handful of producers 

including Glencore and 
China Molybdenum. 

Cobalt is mined by hand 
before it is collected and sent 
to China. 

 Amnesty International 
said that process often 
involves child labour. No one 
knows exactly how many 
children work in Congo’s 
mining industry. Unicef in 
2012 estimated that 40,000 
boys and girls do so in the 
country’s south. 

An estimated 100,000 
cobalt miners in Congo use 
hand tools to dig hundreds 
of feet underground with 
little oversight and few safety 
measures.

Deaths and injuries are 
common. And the mining 
exposes locals to levels of 
toxic metals that appear to 
be linked to ailments that 
include breathing problems 
and birth defects.

l THIS WEEK’S winner of the 
“do as I say, not as I do” 

prize is Maureen Watt. Watt is a 
health minister in the Scottish 
National Party government, who 
claimed £4.68 for a taxi ride of 
less than a mile. 

She took the cab to deliver a 
vital speech on the benefits of 
physical activity.

lFORMER TORY party chairman  
and failed coup organiser 

Grant Shapps has been 
advertising for a researcher. 

Candidates for the job are 
expected to have “common sense” 
and “sound judgment”.  

Which of the MP’s numerous 
identities you would be working for 
was unclear from the job listing.

Child exploitation case 
in Rotherham not news 
TWO MEN were last 
week found guilty of 
child sexual offences 
that took place in 
2015 in Rotherham, 
South Yorkshire.

Acting detective 
sergeant Gareth Gent 
said the men “knew the 
girls were underage” 
and “groomed” them.

“They exploited these 
children, subjecting them 
to sexual abuse and in 
some cases 
raped them, 
all the while 
tightening 
their grip over 
the victims’ 
thoughts and 
feelings,” 
he added.

Ben Chivers 

pled guilty to raping a 
12 year old, three counts 
of sexual activity with 
a 13 year old and three 
counts of sexual activity 
with a 14 year old.

Brett Ashley 
McLaughlan was charged 
with the sexual assault 
of a 14 year old and the 
rape of a 12 year old. 

He was found not 
guilty of the assault 
and guilty of the rape.

The case 
made no 
national front 
pages, nor  
was it 
mentioned in 
any national 
newspapers. 

The two men 
are white.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I reckon I could 
do that’ 
Ukip leader Henry Bolton 
offers to kill badgers

‘Unlike the feeble 
old parties, only 
Ukip has a leader 
who is mighty 
enough to kill a 
badger with his 
bare hands’ 
Ukip’s general secretary  
Paul Oakley on Henry Bolton

‘Blair was a 
Trotskyist’ 
Mails on Sunday columnist 
Peter Hitchens spent the 
weekend on Twitter explaining 
that Marxists took over the  
Labour Party in the 1990s  

‘What our 
present crop of 
Tory politicians 
generally lack 
in stature they 
compensate for 
with stupidity’
Bernard Ingham, former 
press secretary to Margaret 
Thatcher, reminisces about the 
good old days

‘Romantic’
Prince Charles describing fox 
hunting in a 2002 lobbying 
letter to Tony Blair that has 
been made public

‘Don’t mess it up. 
Don’t mess it up’ 
Grime star Stormzy’s message 
to Labour Party leader  
Jeremy Corbyn

Michael Green--aka Grant Shapps

Watchdog 
slams courts  
A WATCHDOG has 
highlighted failings in 
the system surrounding 
prisoners’ transfer to, and 
detention at, courts.

The report said the  
Ministry of Justice lacks 
a “unified and coherent” 
approach in relation to the 
welfare of thousands of 
“detained persons”.

Publishing his annual 
report the Chairman of 
Lay Observers for England 
and Wales Tony Fitzsimons 
said, “What goes on in 
court custody and under 
escort in cellular vehicles 
is a largely hidden part of 
our justice system.”

Access to healthcare for 
individuals in custody at 
courts is often inadequate, 
the assessment said.

MINERS DIG tunnels for cobalt with hand tools

Starving

Strictly no 
mouse tattoos
BBC’S STRICTLY Come  
Dancing dancers were 
made to cover up their 
tattoos to perform a Walt 
Disney sequence on strict 
orders from the Disney 
Corporation. The company 
refused to allow any body 
inkings to be seen because 
they aren’t in keeping with 
its brand values.

Rotherham police

Keeping it in 
the family 
A FAMILY row has 
erupted over the assets 
of Cirencester Park, a 
15,000-acre estate that 
is home to the earls of 
Bathurst. 

The 8th Earl, known to 
his friends as “Barmy” 
Bathurst (pictured), died 
six years ago. Allen, the 
9th Earl Bathurst, and 
Gloria, Dowager Countess 
Bathurst, are fighing over 
£13 million of family tat. 

The court heard that 
the Dowager Countess 

has been attempting to 
gain entry to the Bathurst 
stately home presently 
occupied by her stepson. 

The dispute centres 
on whether or not the 
countess has the right to 
the “use and enjoyment” 
of paintings, furniture and 
other objects of art or 
whether she should merely 
be paid an income.



 MPs’ vote in   
 parliament  
 could block  
 the rollout
MPS WERE set to vote 
on pausing the rollout 
of Universal Credit on 
Wednesday.

There was speculation 
that as many as 25 Tory 
MPs could rebel against the 
government.

The rollout has been 
bogged down in delays with 
its completion date pushed 
back repeatedly from 2017 
to 2021. 

Costs have rocketed.
But current work and 

pensions secretary David 
Gauke—the fourth since 
Universal Credit was 
launched—planned to 
accelerate its rollout.

Under his plans 150 more 
jobcentres were to move 
over to Universal Credit in 
the next few months, though 
Wednesday’s vote could slow 
it down.

Subsidise
Much of the opposition 
comes from councils and 
housing associations that 
have had to subsidise 
rent arrears to avoid mass 
evictions.

Some 92 percent of East 
Dunbartonshire council’s 
tenants on Universal Credit 
are in rent arrears. 

Croydon council, the first 
to pilot Universal Credit, 
has said it expects to lose up 
to £3 million next year in 
unpaid rents. 

But there’s more at stake 
for claimants than how their 
landlords get the rent paid.

Universal Credit extends 
a cruel regime of making the 
poor jump through hoops for 
benefits too low to live on. 

That whole system needs 
to be thrown out.

 ‘Universal Credit means  
 I’ve no money to buy food’
>>>from page one
income from two jobs and housing 
benefit.

Instead she was moved onto 
Universal Credit. It took a while, 
but she got by on the new combined 
payment—until July, when officials 
called her in with bad news.

“They had made a miscalculation,” 
she told Socialist Worker. “They cut 
the payment to just £600 a month.”

Errors like this are common. But 
they have consequences.

“I need the money for the rent 
and the bills,” said Norma. “Now I 
have nothing left for food. And they 
told me I will have to pay them back 
£2,700. 

“It’s not right.”
The amount people receive can 

sound like a lot, something the 
Tories use to demonise supposed 
scroungers.

But claimants are being gouged 
by low-paying employers and high-
charging landlords. Once these 
exploiters have taken their cut, Tory 
reforms make sure only a pittance is 
left.

Monthly
Claimants are now paid monthly, 
not weekly. This is supposedly to 
get them used to a monthly wage, 
though many low-paid jobs are paid 
by the week.

This creates an extra pressure as 
Ray, an unemployed claimant in 
Peckham, told Socialist Worker.

“You try and do a big shop that 
will last the whole month, and put 
some money aside for the end,” he 
said. “But it never works! It’s hard, 
so hard.” 

Pete from nearby Lambeth was 
put on Universal Credit after escap-
ing from homelessness.

He told Socialist Worker, “After 
the rent and the bills I get about £7 
a day. 

“And once you’re on that tight 
a margin, other things that might 

sound small can take a huge amount 
of your income.

“You have to apply for Universal 
Credit online, and go online to get 
messages from them. 

“But I don’t have the internet at 
home, and Lambeth council has been 

closing the libraries, so I have to pay 
to use a cybercafe.”

There is also a telephone helpline. 
It costs 55p a minute.

Pete went on, “With jobseekers’ 
allowance you used to get a half-price 
bus pass.

Reapply
“Now you only get it for six months, 
then have to reapply and prove that 
you’re still worthy of it. 

“I had to spend weeks paying full 
price on the bus. That’s an extra 
£2.25 a day.” 

Pete faced a “Catch-22” of bureau-
cratic requirements to claim Universal 
Credit in the first place.

Now he works, when he can get a 
shift on his zero hours contract.

When he does, most of the wage 

is taken back off him as his Universal 
Credit is adjusted to take it into 
account. 

When he doesn’t, he is hounded 
with the threat of sanctions—cutting 
off his benefits.

Universal Credit extends the hated 
regime of sanctions from people who 
are out of work—on unemployment 
or sickness benefit—to low-paid 
workers too.

Pete said, “The Tories say they’re 
against the ‘nanny state’ but for us on 
Universal Credit they’ve created the 
ultimate nanny state—with no carrot 
and a big stick.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

THE TORIES are attacking benefit claimants with Universal Credit 

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  Marchers demand 
justice for Grenfell
bit.ly/2ihvTH6

2  ‘Women and children 
are going to die’  
because of refuge cuts
bit.ly/2kTLD46

3  Britain’s border shame
bit.ly/2xKWApF

4 Workers defiant despite 
Royal Mail injunction
bit.ly/2kU5XT0

5 It’s right to fight over 
pay—join TUC lobby
bit.ly/2gpMiJf

Claimant Pete has just £7 a day after
rent and bills  Picture: Guy Smallman
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Edson Da Costa died 
after police contact 

Suspects of assault on 
Croydon refugee in dock  
THE TRIAL of the 
people who allegedly 
attacked Reker Ahmed 
in Croydon, south 
London, in March of 
this year has begun.

Reker suffered a 
bleed to the brain and 
a fractured spine.  

Reker’s friend 
Hamo Mustafa was 
with him on the night 
of the attack. 

He told the court 
that the attackers 
said, “You are asylum 

seekers, you are 
refugees, you have 
to go back to your 
country”.

George Walder, 
Lliam Neylon, Daryl 
Davis, Danyelle Davis, 
and Kyran Evans are 
each charged with 
two counts of violent 
disorder.

Kurt Killick, has 
been charged with 
grievous bodily harm 
with intent as well as 
two counts of violent 

disorder. 
The defence 

counsel for Walder 
questioned Mustafa. 

They said, “Is it true 
that you lied to the 
police officer about 
the person punching 
you racially abusing 
you?” 

Mustafa replied, 
“Please do not use the 
word lie.”

The trial continues 
at Croydon Crown 
Court this week. 

Refugee Reker Ahmed 

Officers in Edson Da Costa 
case face misconduct probe 
FIVE COPS are to 
be investigated for 
potential misconduct 
over the death of 
Edson Da Costa. 

Edson died in June 
after being stopped 
by police in Newham, 
east London. 

His family told 
Socialist Worker 
that Edson suffered 
multiple injuries as a 
result of the stop. 

His cause of death 
has still not been 
established.

The Independent 

Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) 
made a statement last 
week.  

It said that 

investigators would 
formally notify five 
officers that “the level 
of care they provided 
Mr Da Costa during 
restraint and after 
he became unwell 
may have constituted 
misconduct”.

The IPCC said any 
decision to suspend 
the officers or place 
them on restricted 
duties would be taken 
by the Metropolitan 
Police once the 
notices had been 
formally served.
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 Right gains 
 in Austrian 
 election are 
 a warning to 
 anti-racists 
THE AUSTRIAN general elec-
tion on Sunday showed a sharp 
move to the right. It was a further 
warning of the danger of the far 
right exploiting the bitterness in 
society.

Sebastian Kurz of the right wing 
conservative Austrian People’s Party 
(OVP) is set to become chancellor, 
the head of government. 

The OVP won about 31.5 percent 
of the vote. It reversed its decline by 
choosing a young new leader—and 
stealing the clothes of the fascist 
Freedom Party (FPO).

The FPO’s founders included 
former Nazis, and its first leader 
was a former Nazi minister and  
SS officer. 

It almost beat the Labour-type 
Social Democratic Party (SPO) into 
third place with 26 percent of the 
vote—its best score since 1999.

But its success in setting the 
agenda went far beyond its vote 
tally. FPO leader Heinz-Christian 
Strache gloated that “60 percent has 
voted for an FPO agenda”.

Legitimacy 
Kurz rose to prominence partly 
through taking a hard line against 
refugees during the 2015 crisis. 

During the election campaign he 
gave legitimacy to the FPO by accept-
ing huge chunks of its programme.

The OVP manifesto centred on 
targeting “political Islam”, cutting 
benefits for migrants and slashing 
taxes mainly for the rich.

Kurz has called for a ban on Muslim 
nurseries and argued that migrants 
rescued in the Mediterranean should 
be sent back to Africa. And as for-
eign minister he was key in pushing 
through a “burqa ban”.

Kurz is expected to form a coali-
tion with the FPO after the previous 
coalition with the SPO disillusioned 
voters.  The last time this happened, 
after the 1999 elections, it provoked 
mass protests.

Anti-racists took to the streets in 
Sunday night demanding that the 
FPO should not be allowed into 
government. 

David Albr ich,  a  leading 
member of revolutionary socialist 

organisation Linkswende Jezt, 
said, “The problem in Austria is not 
‘political Islam’. The problem is that 
racism has penetrated deeply into all 
established parties.”

Christian Kern, the SPO leader, 
said Austria had seen a “massive 
slide to the right”. But he took 
no responsibility for what had 
happened.

The SPO recently dropped a ban 
on forming a future coalition with 
the fascists. And it has not been able 
to challenge the right because it has 
delivered nothing in office to its 
working class supporters.

The other big party of the centre 
left, the Greens, lost all 24 of its 
seats after damaging splits.

The Austrian election follows 
new successes for the fascist Front 
National in France and the break-
through of the far right AfD in 
Germany. It is another warning anti-
racists can’t afford to ignore.

There will need to be more 
protests against racism and 
auster i ty  to  beat  back the  
right.

BACK STORY
The right wing conservative OVP 
party topped the poll in Austria’s 
general election on Sunday
lIts leader Sebastian Kurz made 
gains by aping the programme of 
the fascist FPO party
lThe FPO made it into second 
place—and could join a coalition 
with the conservatives 
lIt will take a mass on the streets 
response to repel the FPO and 
the racism that has allowed it  
to grow 

TAKING TO the streets against fascist Heize-Christian Strache’s FPO party Picture: Linkswende Jetzt

Activists organise solidarity after 
Muslims and Jews suffer attacks 
STAND UP To Racism (SUTR) 
activists responded to attacks in 
Wigan and Leeds last week.

A masked man with a samurai 
sword shouted racist abuse, hit 
the counter and threatened staff 
in the Bombay Blaze curry house 
in Atherton, Wigan, last week.

Mohsi Afad Nanna said the 
man “called me a ‘fucking 
Muslim’” and “told me to ‘fuck 
off’ back to my country”.

SUTR activists did a stall in 
Atherton on Saturday asking 
passers-by to sign a card.

Scapegoating in the wake of 
terror attacks and the Tories’ 
draconian Prevent strategy turns 
Muslims in Britain into a suspect 
“enemy within”.

The Etz Chaim Synogogue in 
Alwoodley in Leeds was defaced 
with a swastika and a racist word 
for Jews. 

Leeds SUTR responded with a 
statement which rapidly gained 
dozens of signatures including a 
local MP, local trade unionists, as 
well as a councillor and imam.

It’s important to build an 
anti-racist movement that can 

respond when attacks occur—
and to take on the toxic policies 
that fuel them.

SUTR held big rallies in five 
different places last week.

Around 70 people attended in 
Birmingham. 

Kadisha Brown-Burrell talked 
about the death of her brother 
Kingsley after contact with the 
police. 

Other speakers included 
Tahir Alam, formerly a governor 
of a school caught up in the 
“Trojan Horse” Islamophobic 
witch hunt, and Unison union 
assistant general secretary Roger 
McKenzie.

Up to 80 people attended in 
Glasgow, preparing for a packed 
calendar of anti-racist activities 
in Scotland. 

Other rallies took place in the 
London boroughs of Islington, 
Ealing and Newham. 

And around 80 joined a 
refugee solidarity march in 
Barnstaple, North Devon, last 
Saturday. 

The national SUTR conference 
was set to take place in London 
this Saturday. 

Kevin Courtney, NEU education 
union joint general secretary, is 
one of the speakers. 

“Racism is a major threat—
whether it’s anti-migrant racism, 
Islamophobia or antisemitism,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 

The conference is an essential 
opportunity to build the 
movement to confront it. 

At last year’s Stand Up To Racism 
conference Picture: Guy Smallman

Far right could try to regroup 
FORMER UKIP 
member Anne Marie 
Waters launched a far 
right party called  
For Britain last week. 

Waters is hoping 
to find a new vehicle 
for her Islamophobic 
agenda after she lost 
the racist Ukip party’s 
leadership election. 

As a parliamentary 
candidate in south 

east London in the 
general election, 
Waters called on 
people to “insult 
Islam”. 

Waters is also 
founder of Sharia 
Watch and has 
supported Nazi Toni 
Bugle’s Mothers 
Against Radical Islam 
and Sharia group. 

The right is in 

flux—and could 
regroup around a 
new formation. The 
Football Lads Alliance 
(FLA)  march on 7 
October hammered 
the danger home. 

Anti-racists need to 
take the threat of the 
far right seriously.
Watch Socialist Worker’s 
video from the FLA 
march at bit.ly/2gbaAGx 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

BLOOD INQUIRY NOW
 THE government’s 

consultation regarding 
a public inquiry into the 

contaminated blood scandal ended 
on Tuesday. 

The scandal saw thousands 
of people infected with HIV and 
Hepatitis C after being given 
contaminated blood during the 
late 1970s and 1980s. Around 
2,400 are thought to have died. 

Governments imported blood 
cheaply from the US despite 
repeated warnings that it was 
unsafe. There is evidence that 

some contaminated blood was 
deliberately given to patients to 
test its “infectivity”.

Survivors fear that many 
victims will die before an inquiry 
is complete. The inquiry must 
appoint a chair and begin as soon 
as possible.

Any inquiry must explain who 
decided to buy contaminated 
blood and give it to patients and 
why. It must spell out why papers 
showing that people were infected 
deliberately were shredded—and 
who gave the order to do so.

None of this will happen if the 
Department of Health is involved, 
except to give evidence. 

Those at the top, and those 
who are implicated, will want to 
hide the most damning aspects 
of the scandal. That’s because it 
exposes the utter contempt they 
have for ordinary people. 

Theresa May was only pushed 
to announce a possible inquiry 
because survivors fought for one. 

They will have to keep fighting 
to make sure an inquiry delivers 
truth and justice—not a cover up.

Our rulers will 
push racism 
harder to stop us 
from fighting 
back together

‘‘ 

THERE’S NO CAPITALISM 
WITHOUT RACISM

 T
HERE WAS a dire 
warning from Austria last 
Sunday.  The right wing 
conservative OVP party 
won the election after a 

viciously racist campaign against 
Muslims and refugees.

And the fascist Freedom Party 
took 26 percent of the vote and 
could be part of the government. 

Across much of Europe fascists 
and the racist right are on the rise. 

The economic crisis which 
began in 2007 means the people 
who rule society needed to find an 
excuse to make ordinary people 
pay for it.  

They settled on the oldest trick 
in their playbook—racist divisions.

Demonising migrants became 
routine for nearly all political 
parties and most of the media. 

Scapegoating like this led to the 
growth of racist parties such as 
Ukip—and worse. It gives oxygen 
to the likes of dangerous new 
racist movement the Football Lads 
Alliance.

The treatment of refugees 
throughout Europe stands as a 
mark of shame against our rulers. 

Their racism isn’t a reluctant 
concession to racism from 
ordinary people. Racism is driven 
from the top.

We can’t rely on the people 
at the top of society to challenge 
racism because they’re the ones 
that push it. 

We need a movement capable 
of organising against it.

That makes the Stand Up To 
Racism conference in central 
London this weekend vitally 
important. 

We have to fight together 
against Islamophobia, antisemitism 
and racism.  But we also need to 
confront the capitalist system that 
produces racism. 

As the revolutionary  
Malcolm X said towards the 
end of his life, “You can’t have 
capitalism without racism.”

Karl Marx wrote that capitalism 

came into the world “dripping 
from head to foot, from every 
pore, with blood and dirt.”

The transatlantic slave trade 
provided industrial capitalism with 
the kick start it needed to rapidly 
become a world system. 

Capitalists needed a justification 
for the degradation of slavery, and 
this produced the idea that black 
people were less than human.

Today racism has changed. 
Islamophobia is at the cutting edge 
in order to justify the “war on 
terror” and attacks on refugees 
from that war. But it has not 
changed that much. 

The system still treats black 
people as disposable. Just look 
at the deaths of Rashan Charles, 
Edson Da Costa, Darren 
Cumberbatch and many others 
after contact with the police. 

As the system becomes 
increasingly unstable our rulers 
will push racism harder and seek 
to divide us to stop us from 
fighting back together. 

We need to make the fight 
against racism part of all the other 
battles against austerity, against 
catastrophic climate change and 
against all forms of oppression.

But only socialist revolution can 
tear out the roots of racism. 

CRISIS, CLASS  
& THE LEFT 

Saturday, 28 October, 10.30am
Renfield St Stephens Centre, 
Glasgow G2 4JP

A day of debate and discussion hosted by  
the Socialist Workers Party

l Tickets £10 waged, £5 unwaged l book at tinyurl.com/EMiS2017

Marxism in Scotland 2017International Socialism 156
Alex Callinicos on the 
Russian Revolution

Cathy Porter on  
Maxim Gorky

Eileen Short on the 
Grenfell Tower fire

Mark L Thomas on the 
Corbyn surge

Out now, £5. isj.org.uk 
0207 840 5640
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EU vs May—neither 
side is progressive 
THE BREXIT negotiations will probably stay stuck after 
this week’s meeting of the European Council. 

The situation is simple. The remaining 27 European Union 
states (EU-27) want to extract as much money as possible 
from Britain as the price of an exit deal. 

This British money would allow the EU to avoid swingeing 
and divisive EU spending cuts. The EU-27 position of 
refusing to discuss a post-Brexit trade relationship until 
Theresa May’s government agrees to cough up is designed to 
achieve this goal.

Symmetrically, May wants to delay an agreement on the 
money until after serious trade negotiations have begun. 

This is partly because this will give the EU-27 an incentive 
to offer a decent trade deal. And it’s partly because she wants 
to avoid being denounced in the right wing tabloids for 
offering the EU money with nothing in exchange.

The situation is of course bedevilled by May’s own 
weakness and the divisions within the Tory party. 

Look at the behaviour of foreign secretary Boris Johnson 
and chancellor Philip Hammond over the past couple of 
weeks. May can’t control either pro or anti-Brexit wings of 
her cabinet. 

This seems to be encouraging the EU-27 to hang tough. 
Though this won’t look so clever if May falls and they have to 
deal with Johnson as her successor.

Of course, all sides in the Tory inner-party struggle 
are united by Thatcherite politics and contemptible Little 
England nationalism. But this shouldn’t give the EU-27 a free 
ride, as the liberal left are inclined to do.

From the EU, we see the pure arrogance of power in the 
words of European Commission president Jean-Claude 
Juncker. “I’m not in a revenge mood,” he said. “I’m not 
hating the British. The Europeans have to be grateful for so 
many things Britain has brought to Europe, during war, after 
war. But now they have to pay.”

Revealing
Juncker was equally revealing when justifying the EU’s 
support for the Spanish government against Catalonia. “If 
Catalonia is to become independent, other people will do 
the same,” he said. 

“I don’t like that. I don’t like to have a euro in 15 years 
that will be 100 different states.”

Juncker is the former prime minister of Luxembourg, a 
micro-state whose main role is to serve as a tax haven for 
multinationals from outside Europe. Why should it enjoy the 
rights of an EU member state but Catalonia—a far larger and 
more populous country—be denied them?

This is a sharp shift in EU ideology. When the Maastricht 
Treaty created the European Union in 1992 there was much 
talk of how political decentralisation—“subsidiarity” in 
EU-speak—would flourish. 

Political scientists argued that Europe’s “multi-scalar 
governance” would allow regions below the level of the 
existing nation-states to gain greater autonomy. 

This encouraged nationalist movements in places such as 
Scotland and Catalonia to seek independence within the EU.

The treatment of Greece and now Catalonia are the act of 
the EU. It’s an imperialist cartel of states preoccupied with 
propping up its unworkable monetary union. 

Notice that Juncker says that giving Catalonia 
independence might threaten the euro.

There is a logic to this stance. French president, 
Emmanuel Macron wants greater economic integration in 
the eurozone. Germany—the dominant EU state—will only 
accept a more centralised enforcement of austerity. 

There’s no room for “subsidiarity” in a EU-policed regime 
of permanent austerity. 

Indebted EU member states offered “solidarity” by 
the European Commission, European Central Bank, and 
International Monetary Fund have been micro-managed by 
teams of neoliberal technocrats. Relative to these larger scale 
transformations, Brexit is collateral damage. 

Britain is an imperialist state with the fifth largest 
economy in the world. It’s big and nasty enough to look after 
itself. There’s no reason to sympathise with Britain in its 
confrontation with the EU. 

But anyone who thinks the EU-27 represent the progressive 
side in this grubby carve-up is kidding themselves.

ON THE march in west London  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Grenfell survivors march as 
Tories refuse safety funding
by ALISTAIR FARROW

UP TO 1 ,500  peop le 
marched in west London 
last Saturday to demand 
justice for the people who 
died at Grenfell Tower.

It marked four months 
since the blaze, which killed 
at least 80 people. Survivors 
still face a big struggle to get 
justice.

Marchers told Socialist 
Worker they have little faith 
in the official inquiry process. 

School student Johera 
said, “We need answers and 
the government hasn’t done 
anything to help us.”

The same Tory neglect of 
housing and safety regula-
tions that led to the disas-
ter could yet see it repeated 
unless there is urgent action.

Fire Brigade Union gen-
eral secretary Matt Wrack 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
entire regime of housing 
and fire safety needs to be 
addressed.”

Flammable
Across Britain flammable 
cladding needs to come down 
and sprinkler systems must 
be fitted. 

Over £400 million is needed 
to carry out fire safety work 
across London. But the Tory 
government refuses to pay. 

Labour’s shadow fire min-
ister Chris Williamson told 
Socialist Worker, “The Tories 
are dragging their feet. They 
initially said money would 

be made available for retro-
fitting sprinkler systems but 
now councils’ requests are 
being turned down.

“Local authorities should 
use reserves. They need to 
make very strong cases to the 
Tory government.

“If the government is to 
retain any shred of credibility 
then it needs to make funds 
available.”

The onus is on Labour-run 
councils too. It’s no good for 
councils to simply say that 
they can’t carry out work 
because of Tory austerity.

The Tories have shown 

they won’t act on demands for 
justice unless they’re forced to 
—but they can be pushed.

T h e  H o m e  O f f i c e 
announced last Wednesday 
that undocumented migrants 
with evidence about the fire 
could have a deportation 
amnesty extended.

A statement from the Home 
Office said, “Eligible survivors 
granted the initial 12 months’ 
leave outside the Immigration 
Rules will be able to apply 
for further periods of limited 
leave with access to public 
funds and permission to 
work, and indefinite leave to 
remain after five years’ lawful 
residence.”

Pressuring
The announcement is a 
result of campaigners pres-
suring Kensington and 
Chelsea council to submit to 
the government that people 
should be given an indefinite 
amnesty.

Tory immigration minis-
ter Brandon Lewis said that 
survivors’ right to remain is 
“subject to their continued 
eligibility and the neces-
sary security and criminality 
checks being met.”

They can be forced to do 
more—and they will backtrack 
if given the chance—but peo-
ple’s anger hasn’t subsided.

March organiser Zeyad 
Cred said, “The numbers 
have gone up since the last 
march. 

“We’re not going away, but 
we can’t fight alone.”

Fire inspectors cut
FIRE SAFETY inspector 
numbers have been 
slashed by 28 percent 
since 2010, the FBU 
union has said.

Fire safety inspectors 
are responsible for 
ensuring that communal 
buildings and public 
spaces meet fire 
safety standards. 

The real figure could 
be much higher as 
some fire and rescue 
services don’t know how 
many inspectors they 
employed in 2010.

West Yorkshire Fire 
and Rescue service 
has lost 70 percent 
of its inspectors.

Gloucestershire, 
Durham, Cumbria, 
Norfolk and Avon all lost 
more than half of their 
fire safety specialists.

FBU general 
secretary Matt Wrack 
said, “Grenfell Tower 
has underlined the 
importance of fire 
safety in buildings. 

“The drastic cut in fire 
safety inspectors makes 
it much more difficult 
for those remaining to 
do their job effectively. 

“The government 
needs to wake up to 
what endless budget 
cuts have done to the 
lifesaving fire service.”

A protester demands justice
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Trump goads Iran in race 
to grab Syrian territories
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
is edging closer to conflict with 
Iran as the two states jostle for 
control in Syria.

Trump threatened to force new 
sanctions on Iran in a speech last 
week. He accused Iran of breaking 
the terms of a deal signed in 2015 
that limited its ability to develop 
nuclear weapons.

He also said Iran “remains the 
world’s leading state sponsor of 
terrorism, and provides assis-
tance to al-Qaida, the Taliban, 
Hezbollah, Hamas and other ter-
rorist networks”.

It comes as forces backed by the 
US and Iran compete for territory 
held by Isis in Syria.

US-backed forces launched what 
they said was their final assault on 
the Isis-held city of Raqqa in Syria 
last Sunday. 

More than 1,000 Syrians have 
been killed in Raqqa since the 
assault began in June this year, 
including by US airstrikes.

Meanwhile forces backed by Iran 
are taking control of areas in Syria’s 
Deir ez-Zor region, which borders 
Iraq. Iran hopes to grow its influ-
ence in the Middle East by taking 
control of land in Iraq and Syria.

Dangerous
Trump’s speech warned of Iran’s 
“continued dangerous and desta-
bilising behaviour” and its “sinister 
vision for the future”. 

He said the US would enforce 
new sanctions on the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps—a 
branch of Iran’s armed forces cur-
rently supporting the Syrian regime.

Trump used the speech to 
“decertify” the 2015 Iran deal.  
But this doesn’t mean the deal is 
cancelled, only that the US has sig-
nalled it’s not committed to it. 

Under this agreement the US, 
Britain, France and Germany agreed 
to lift sanctions against Iran. 

In return, Iran agreed to limit 
its nuclear programme and allow 
inspections. The deal was the US’s 
attempt, under previous president 
Barack Obama, to contain Iran and 
come to terms with its own weaken-
ing power in the Middle East.

But the deal faced opposition 
from hard right Republicans in the 
US—including Trump—as well as 
Israeli prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu.

Britain, France and Germany 
have warned Trump against scrap-
ping it. And Trump’s own defence 
secretary James Mattis said it was in 
the US’s interest to stay in the deal.

US secretary of state Rex Tillerson 
tempered Trump’s speech by saying 
the US should stay in the agreement 
to “address the flaws”.

But the US’s attempts to cling on 
to power in the Middle East will lead 
it closer to confrontation in Iran—
and yet more chaotic bloodshed.

CIVILIANS FLEEING the city of Raqqa in Syria 

Hamas surrenders Gaza Strip to Fatah
PALESTINIAN factions Fatah 
and Hamas signed a deal 
last week that will see the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) 
take over the Gaza Strip.

Under the deal Palestinian 
resistance group Hamas will 
hand over control of Gaza to 
the PA on 1 December—after 
ten years under Israeli siege. 

The PA, which already 
governs the West Bank, is set 
to take control of Gaza’s border 
crossings by 1 November. 

Hamas has also reportedly 
agreed to halt attacks on 
Israel from the West Bank.

Hamas was elected 
to lead the Palestinian 
government in 2006, but 
faced a Fatah-led coup backed 

by Israel and the US. 
Fatah had given up 

armed resistance to Israel 
in 1993 while Hamas 
promised to keep fighting.

The battle left Hamas in 
control of the Gaza Strip 
while Fatah took charge of 
the PA in the West Bank.

But the decade-long Israeli 
siege of Gaza—punctuated by 
bloody assaults—kept Hamas 
under pressure. Now the 
deal, brokered by powerful 

US ally Egypt, shows how 
Hamas has been weakened.

Yet a spokesperson 
for Israeli prime minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu said 
Israel would not recognise 
the agreement “as long as 
Hamas does not disarm”.

Hamas has so far rightly 
refused to disband its armed 
wing or renounce resistance 
to the Israeli occupation.
Nick Clark

Iraq attacks 
Kurds to halt 
breakaway 
THE IRAQI army attacked 
Kurdish fighters in northern 
Iraq on Monday in a bid to take 
control of the city of Kirkuk. 

The army claimed to have 
taken control of a military 
airport and an oilfield near  
the city.

The city’s Kurdish governor 
Najmaldin Karim called on 
citizens to come out onto the 
streets to stop the invasion.

It comes after a referendum 
organised by the autonomous 
Kurdish government in northern 
Iraq returned a 93 percent vote 
for independence.

The referendum included 

areas where Kurdish Peshmerga 
forces took control after Iraq’s 
army fled the advance of Isis. 

But these have mixed 
Kurdish and Arab populations 
and are claimed by the Iraqi 
government. Human rights 
group Amnesty International 
claims the Peshmerga forcibly 
displaced Arabs after capturing 
those areas.

The Iraqi government 
opposed the referendum as did 
Iran and Turkey, which both 
have large Kurdish areas. 

All three are desperate to 
stop the Kurds from declaring 
independence. Israel cynically 
supported the referendum in the 
hope that it would weaken its 
main rival Iran.

Kurdish forces in northern 
Iraq have sometimes mistakenly 
sided with imperialist powers in 
the hope that they’ll be allowed 
independence—but have always 
been let down. Despite the flaws 
of the Iraqi Kurdish government, 
independence for the Kurds 
would weaken all imperial 
powers in the Middle East and 
should be supported.

Iraqi tanks roll in

Binyamin Netanyahu

FIGURE IT OUT

3 million
people voted in last month’s 
referendum on independence 
for the autonomous Kurdish 
government in Iraq

93%
voted for independence—a 
result the Iraqi government 
refuses to recognise

7 INTERNATIONAL Socialist Worker  18 October 2017



Movement 
back on the 
streets in 
Catalonia
The Spanish state could regain the 
upper hand if the mass movement  
is demobilised, writes Dave Sewell

THE SPANISH state jailed the 
leaders of Catalonia’s two main 
independence organisations on 
Tuesday.

And right wing Spanish prime 
minister Mariano Rajoy was threat-
ening to shut down the Catalan gov-
ernment as early as Thursday of this 
week.

Jordi Sanchez, leader of the 
Catalan National Assembly (ANC), 
and Jordi Cuixart, leader of Omnium 
Cultural, were jailed for sedition 
over their role in Catalonia’s inde-
pendence referendum.

Voting took place on 1 October 
in defiance of a Spanish state ban. 
Only a mass movement occupy-
ing and defending polling stations 
made the referendum possible.

Sanchez and Cuixart had called 
protests on 20 September. This 
week a judge in a special court sent 
them straight to jail pending trial to 
prevent “further offences”.

The outrageous decision pro-
voked spontaneous protests in 
Catalan cities. Over 2,000 people 
demonstrated in Girona.

ANC and Omnium called lunch-
time workplace stoppages and a 
mass evening march on Tuesday, 
and promised a bigger action on 
Wednesday.

Planned
Solidarity protests were also 
planned in Britain on Tuesday 
night.

The arrests broke a tense stand-
off. Catalan president Carles 
Puigdemont had attempted to 
respond to the Spanish govern-
ment’s threats with delays, evasions 
and calls for negotiation.

Puigdemont declared Catalonia 
an independent republic in a speech 
to the Catalan parliament last 
week. Mere seconds later he “sus-
pended” the declaration to pursue 
“dialogue”.

Crowds of 30,000 people ral-
lied near the Catalan parliament to 
watch Puigdemont’s speech.

David Karvala of revolution-
ary socialist group Marx 21 told 
Socialist Worker, “Puigdemont 

announced independence and there 
was a massive cheer.

“People couldn’t really believe it, 
some people were crying.

“Just seconds later he announced 
he was suspending it. The feeling 
in the street was disappointment. 
People felt betrayed.”

Rajoy gave Puigdemont until 
Monday of this week to “clarify” 
whether or not he had declared 
independence, then until Thursday 
to withdraw it if he had. Puigdemont 
responded with more evasion in a 
letter to Rajoy on Monday—which 
Rajoy promptly spurned.

Puigdemont’s stalling didn’t 
appease Rajoy or win any support 
from his allies in the European Union. 
But it ran the risk of demobilising the 
movement and handing Rajoy the 
initiative.

After Puigdemont’s retreat, unions 
cancelled their calls for further strikes. 
The only major demonstrations last 
week were those for Spanish unity.

Puigdemont is under pressure in 
the Catalan parliament, where his 
minority administration relies on the 
support of the anti-capitalist CUP.

Mireia Boya, head of the CUP 
group of MPs, warned that it could 
break with his government if he 
doesn’t reinstate the declaration of 
independence.

But parliamentary manoeuvres 
are no substitute for mass mobi-
lisation. The protests to free the 
political prisoners must be the start 
of a new round of strikes and civil 
disobedience.

BACK STORY
The Spanish state has given 
Catalan leaders a timeline for 
clarifying their position 
lMillions of people took part in 
the independence referendum
lNow the right wing leadership 
of the Catalan government is 
playing for time
lIf it follows through on its 
threat the Spanish state could 
dissolve the Catalan parliament

AT LEAST 300 people died in an explosion in Mogadishu in Somalia 

Mogadishu bomb exposes the brutal 
legacy of US imperialism in Somalia
A TRUCK bomb in Mogadishu 
in Somalia last Saturday 
killed at least 320 people and 
injured hundreds more.

The attack has been widely 
blamed on the Al Shabaab 
Islamist group, although it has 
not claimed responsibility. The 
horrific deaths may be used as 
a trigger for extra US forces to 
enter the east African country. 

Somalia has been a target of 
the great powers ever since its 
independence in 1960.

It has a strategic position 
with close access to the oil 
lanes of the Red Sea and the 
Persian Gulf. This made it a 
prize during the Cold War 
between Russia and the US.

In 1992 the US invaded 
Somalia, using famine as a 
pretext. Initially welcomed, 
the US soon became hated.

Massacres and torture 
by the US-led forces made 
them deeply resented and 
eventually resistance forced a 
humiliating US withdrawal.

Amid the chaos and 
poverty caused by the US 
intervention, various Islamist 
groups emerged offering 
stability. Although harsh, they 
won widespread popularity 

compared to what had gone 
before. They were pushed out 
by a Western-backed invasion 
led by Ethiopian forces.

The present government in 
Somalia survives only because 
it is backed by 20,000 African 
Union (AU) troops and the 
political support of the US.

The AU troops are widely 
unpopular because of their 
heavy-handed and brutal 
treatment of local people.

This is the climate in which 
Al Shabaab has grown. Its 
soldiers have repeatedly 
seized territory from the 
government.

Approached
On the same day as the 
bombing it took the town of 
Bariire, just 30 miles from 
Mogadishu. Pro-government 
soldiers withdrew as  
Al Shabaab approached.

Somalia’s defence minister 
and the army chief both 
resigned last week.

US president Donald Trump 
declared parts of Somalia to 
be a “zone of active hostilities” 
in March where airstrikes 
and drone attacks could be 
carried out with virtually no 

restrictions. The New York 
Times newspaper reported 
that, “some civilian bystander 
deaths would be permitted if 
deemed necessary”.

Trump also authorised the 
deployment of regular US 
forces to Somalia for the first 
time since the 1990s.

A US special forces soldier 
was killed in May during a 
clash with Al Shabaab.

Meanwhile, a drought has 
left 400,000 Somali children 
with acute malnutrition and  
3 million people living in crisis 
or emergency food security 
conditions.

But Somalia is not eligible 
for emergency funding from 
the World Bank because it has 
not repaid loans taken out in 
the 1980s. The delay means 
thousands of people will die.

Kevin Watkins, the chief 
executive of Save the Children, 
said, “It is frankly indefensible 
for creditors to obstruct that 
finance because of arrears on 
debts created 40 years ago. 

“Why should Somalia’s 
children be denied a future 
because of debts they played 
no part in creating?”
Charlie Kimber
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Liverpool FC, 
drop deal now
LIVERPOOL Football 
Club’s US owners are 
looking for a buy out 
of the club that will net 
them £1 billion.

They have signed a 
deal with Tibet Water. 
This Chinese company 
profits from the brutal 
military occupation in 
Tibet.

We should all call on 
Liverpool FC to drop its 
sponsorship deal with 
Tibet Water now. 

John Appleyard
West Yorkshire

Dementia tax 
still a threat
THE TORIES still want 
to take people’s homes 
from them. 

The Tory ‘dementia 
tax’ is rightly hated.

But social care 
minister Jackie Doyle-
Price has said people 
with “care needs” 
shouldn’t be allowed to 
pass their homes onto 
their children.

That won’t apply to 
the rich, of course.

Karin Fletcher
Manchester

The Tories 
ARE vermin
GRAEME Tweedy writes 
(Letters, 11 October) that 
he doesn’t like Socialist 
Worker calling the Tories 
“vermin”.

He says it’s crass and 
lowers debate.

But the founder of the 
NHS, Aneurin Bevan, is 
rightly famous for saying 
that the Tories are “lower 
than vermin”.

Bevan was right to say 
it, and so was Socialist 
Worker. 

Sandra Buchanan 
East London

We can shape 
national fights
JOHN NISBET asks 
why we support the 
movement for Catalonian 
independence when we 
are internationalists 
(Letters, 4 October). 

Movements may start 
out as one thing then 
morph into another.

In the English 
Revolution of 1640 
crowds chanted for the 
abolition of bishops. 

By 1642 they were 
calling for democracy 
and religious tolerance.

The left can inject 
into movements ideas 
and activity that can 
take workers away from 
narrow horizons.

Barry Conway
Wigan

Just a 
thought...

Phil Campion leads the march 

 Build a mass movement against the FLA
I TOOK part in the Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR)
mobilisation against the 
Football Lads Alliance 
(FLA) in central London 
earlier this month. 

After witnessing abuse 
and racism from a 
number of FLA marchers I 
am more convinced than 
ever that we were right to 
make a stand.

We need a mass 
movement against the 
FLA, including trade 
unions and football 
supporter groups from 
the various clubs.

I recently passed a 
motion through the 

London region of the RMT 
union. 

It stated that our 
members who go to 
football matches will 
organise against any 
reactionary elements that 
intend to split fans on 

religion, race, sex or 
anything else.

The FLA will not go 
away by itself. We cannot 
let it turn into the next 
Pegida street movement 
or let far right elements 
back into football grounds 
as we saw in the 1970s 
and 1980s. 

Fellow fans and trade 
unionists must go back to 
their clubs and unions 
and start organising 
against the FLA 
immediately. That can 
begin with the SUTR 
conference this weekend.

Phil Rowan
South London

 BBC’s bias  
 on Russia
I WATCHED the BBC 
drama-documentary Russia 
1917—Countdown to 
Revolution with increasing 
anger that licence payers’ 
money was spent on such a 
biased, reactionary 
programme.

Rightly, the makers 
acknowledged that the 
Russian Revolution 
changed the course of 
human history. It showed 
that it’s possible for 
ordinary people and 
workers to collectively 
remake society.  

Outrageously though, 
they chose six right wing 
and only two socialist 
historians/commentators to 
tell the story.

All the twisted 
interpretations, 
misapprehensions and lies 
told about the revolution 
were regurgitated as a kind 
of official truth.  

So we learned that Lenin 
was a cowardly 
megalomaniac in a wig, 
driven by ambition and 
revenge. Trotsky was a 
genius opportunist, 
charmer and manipulator 
of crowds. 

Stalin was a bit of a 
plodder. But his reign of 
terror from 1924 to 1953 
was not much different 
from the dictatorial decrees 
Lenin imposed on everyone, 
like abortion rights and 
legalisation of 
homosexuality.

It was a sickening 
spectacle, which 
demonstrates the lengths to 
which the BBC will go to 
service the interests of the 
rich and powerful. 

Perish the thought that 
workers today may be 
inspired by the idea of a 
socialist transformation of 
society.

Nicola Field
South London

 Mhairi Black is wrong  
 on Corbyn and the SNP 
I LISTENED to Mhairi 
Black’s speech to the 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP) conference with 
interest. 

You cannot be other than 
impressed with her 
commitment to justice and 
her vision of an 
independent Scotland that 
can potentially end 
hardship and inequality. 

Unfortunately, she spent 
a large part of her speech 
attacking Jeremy Corbyn 
and Labour—ignoring the 
failures of her own party. 

During the last ten years 

under the SNP Scotland has 
become considerably 
poorer. One in four children 
are living in poverty. 

The blame lies mainly 
with the Tories and past 
Labour administrations.

However, the Scottish 
government has tax raising 
powers and now has 
considerable welfare 
powers, most of which it 
has not considered using. 

SNP-controlled councils 
have also imposed vicious 
cuts.

Bob Fotheringham
Glasgow

Harvey Weinstein exposes 
society riddled with sexism  
I’VE BEEN sickened, but not 
surprised, by the recent exposure 
of film producer Harvey 
Weinstein’s horrific treatment of 
women in the film industry.

The case has exposed a culture 
of cover-up and blackmailing. 

Perhaps the most damning case 
concerns Ambra Battilana 
Gutierrez who went to the police 
after Weinstein sexually assaulted 
her in 2015. 

The cops set her up with a 
recording device for her next 
meeting with Weinstein. 

The recording of their meeting 
proved that he sexually harassed 
and intimidated Gutierrez and he 
admitted to groping her breasts. 

If he had been charged, 

Weinstein could have faced jail. 
But New York District Attorney 

Cyrus Vance Jr decided not to 
press charges. Within days 
Weinstein’s lawyer paid £7,000 to 
Vance’s re-election campaign. 

The Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences’ decision to 
expel Weinstein is welcome, but is 
not close to the justice that needs 
to be served. 

And despite the actions of 
institutions such as the Academy 
and sections of the media, the 
state has been slow to press 
charges.

The film industry is riddled with 
sexism and sexual harassment. In 
a recent study 36 percent of 
women respondents “strongly 

agreed” that sexual harassment 
was a significant barrier to 
entering the profession. 

It is built into the system that 
women have to sell their bodies in 
order to “make it”. 

We have to see the Weinstein 
case in the context of a society in 
which rape victims rarely have 
justice. 

And I fear that the lack of action 
in the past over Weinstein will 
make it harder for women to come 
forward now. 

We need to point to the recent 
Women’s Marches as a hopeful 
sign in the fight for women’s 
liberation.

Emma Davis 
North London
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Freedom of movement for 
all would end refugee crisis 

 THERE’S A simple solution 
to the refugee crisis—
freedom of movement for 
all.

In the age of railways and 
aviation no-one should have to 
risk their lives to the elements 
and the ruthless people 
smugglers. 

Lift the border controls and 
no-one will.

Yet this is made to seem 
unrealistic, even dangerous.

Currently freedom of 
movement only exists, in a very 
conditional form, for people 
from European Union countries.

The Tories plan to end even 
this after Brexit—and it’s one  
of the only Tory policies that 
much of the Labour Party agrees 
with. 

But most trade unions have 
positions to defend freedom 
of movement—and should be 
pushed to actively defend them.

Nationalist
While the right uses  
more-or-less overtly racist and 
nationalist arguments, the 
argument on the left is generally 
couched in economics.

Migrants are supposedly either 
a drain on society as a whole or 
on the working class.

But it’s a lie. Migrant labour 
generated much of the wealth 
in British society—and could 
offer the only solution to 
the challenges of an ageing 
population.

Selling and demolishing 
council homes and putting the 
market in control means it’s 
hard to get a home. 

It’s nothing to do with 
migrants—it’s the rich who are 
hoarding housing.

Migrants don’t drive down 
wages. Bosses do.

Immigration controls that 
force some workers to live under 
the radar illegally, or to jump 

through bureaucratic hoops, 
make them more vulnerable. 
They only help the bosses pay 
less.

Immigration controls create 
a two-tier workforce and come 
with divisive scapegoating. 

This division makes it harder 
for workers to organise and push 
pay up.

Many people accept that there 
needs to be some immigration—
as long as it’s controlled. 

That sounds innocuous 
enough. 

But what does control mean? 
It means increasing the state’s 
powers over ordinary people.

It means putting in place 
machinery that can halt refugees 
to test how “deserving” they are. 

It means demanding from 
anyone who says they need 
safety proof that they often 
won’t have.

It means creating a system to 
keep tabs on workers to check 
whether they have the right visa 

or the right skills to stay—and 
tearing up their lives if not.

It means treating anyone 
whose name, accent or skin 
colour marks them out as 
potentially foreign as a suspect. 

Such a system is inherently 
discriminatory, repressive and 
racist.

Immigration controls are part 
of a system of class rule.

The flight of money and 
capital faces few barriers. The 
rich can buy their way across 
borders.

But there’s no such right for 
workers or the poor. 

That’s not a protection for our 
class—it’s a weapon used against 
it.

The working class draws its 
strength from solidarity. That 
means resisting the lies and laws 
used to divide us.

Unions and the left must 
defend freedom of movement—
and fight to extend it to 
everyone.

A 
YEAR AGO this week 
the refugee crisis at 
Britain’s border in 
northern France was 
declared over with 
the demolition of the 

Calais “jungle” shantytown.
But it didn’t take long for the refu-

gees to start returning. Up to 1,500 
people are scattered around the 
region, and hundreds more at roads 
and cities deeper inside France and 
Belgium.

They desperately struggle to cross 
the border—and to survive without 
even the limited protection of the 
squalid jungle.

Hwan, Omar and their children left 
their homes in Iraq a year and a half 
ago. Hwan said, “There are six of us, 
including four children, in one tent. 
It’s so hard for the children, there is 
no place for them.”

She added, “I’ve been here for a 
month, and in that month I haven’t 
been able to wash or shower. All we 
want is to be safe—to live in a house 
and get the children back to school.”

Omar said, “Sometimes the police 
come and say, ‘You can’t stay here’. 
But where are we supposed to go? 
There is nowhere.”

The family are staying in the 
Dunkirk suburb of Grande-Synthe, 
one of the biggest concentrations of 
refugees.

Unlike the visually overwhelming 
Calais jungle, there’s almost no visi-
ble sign of a “camp”. Its residents hide 
their meagre shelters in the wooded 
groves around a small lake.

Different
Refugees from different countries 
and language groups gravitate to 
different settlements. The majority 
in Grande-Synthe are Iraqi Kurds, 
caught between two monsters cre-
ated by the west’s war.

On the one hand are the atroci-
ties of Isis, on the other the Western-
backed statelet of Iraqi Kurdistan.

Kazi, who worked as a journal-
ist in Iraqi Kurdistan, explained, 
“Kurdistan is under monopoly rule 
by the Barzani family. 

“It’s a dictatorship protected by the 
US, Israel and Britain because of the 
oil in Kurdistan. But all the people are 
poor.”

The hypocrisy of the West trashing 
Iraq then locking out its people is lost 
on no-one.

Kazi said, “Kurdistan’s oil goes to 
Britain and the US. But people want 
to go there too. People want to live.”

The police came to Grande-Synthe 
the night before Socialist Worker—
and left a trail of destruction.

Iraqi Kurdish refugee Kamo 
pointed to a burnt out square of grass 
under the trees, charred fragments of 
a sleeping mat and a shoe still vis-
ible. “The police set fire to where we 
sleep,” he said.

“Three people lived here. The 
police burnt our tent with everything 
inside—all our clothes, blankets, 
shoes and passports.

“We had to stay on the street all 
last night with no blankets. It was 
very cold.”

Syrian refugee Yassir’s journey has 
taken him through Turkey, Greece 
and Italy—on a flimsy dinghy, a 
larger boat, the back of a truck and 
a train.

Now his only shelter is a sheet of 
tarpaulin just big enough to cover the 
blankets he shares with three other 
men. That morning it had big gashes 
cut into it.

“The police came and they cut it 
here,” he said. “They took us into the 
police station, and one of the men is 
still there. Sometimes organisations 
bring us blankets, but the police 
throw them away.

“Or they spray them with a sort of 
foam that clings to them and has such 

a strong smell you can’t use them any 
more.”

Kamo and his friend Umit both 
have injuries they got running away 
from police.

Umit said, “They were here last 
night on horses. They come every 
week. I’ve been in the police station 
twice. They don’t give you any food 
or water, they just say ‘stay inside’.”

Daoud from Pakistan was walking 
round on crutches. “Police pushed 
me,” he said.

This is a deliberate campaign to 
push the refugee crisis under the 
carpet.

Clare Moseley runs charity 
Care4Calais, taking aid to the refu-
gees. She explained, “People are 
much more dispersed in small camps, 
around Calais and up the roads wher-
ever the lorries stop. The reason is the 
police are being far more aggressive 
than before.

“The French authorities don’t 

want any big groups of refugees to 
be visible.

“It’s come full circle to where it was 
around 2014—the situation that led 
to them moving people to the site of 
the jungle.

“The demolition of the jungle 
solved nothing, and it was never sup-
posed to solve anything. It was just a 
very short term plan to look in control 
in the run-up to the French election.”

Many refugees are men on their 
own, a world away from both the 
home they left behind and the new 
one they want to make.

Ayaz’s wife and children are in 
Pakistan. Trying to join other rela-
tives in Britain, he has spent a year 
in Calais and four months in Dunkirk. 

“Life is very bad here,” he said. 
“Getting food is a problem, getting 
shelter is a problem, and there is 
fighting every day.”

Re fugees  huddled  around 
Care4Calais’s generator to charge 

 BRITAIN’S BORDER SHAME
The humanitarian crisis caused by Britain’s border in France has been pushed out of sight—but it’s as bad as it’s ever been. Refugees 
trapped at Grande-Synthe near Dunkirk spoke to Dave Sewell about their lives. Pictures by Guy Smallman

This is a deliberate  
campaign to  
push the refugee 
crisis under  
the carpet

‘‘ 

their phones or get dignity-preserving 
haircuts.

Aid brought by charities and indi-
viduals is a vital source of supplies 
and support for refugees, and it’s 
harder than ever to get since the crisis 
fell from the headlines.

That’s why Stand Up To Racism 
and Care4Calais are organising a new 
autumn-winter appeal, and organis-
ing to take supplies and volunteers 
next week.

But no amount of aid can solve 
the root problem—that people are 
trapped. Hwan said, “Organisations 
come and help us. But I don’t want 
to stay here.”

Hwan’s brother is in England, and 
Omar speaks fluent English after 
working as an English teacher and a 
translator.

Many refugees have similar reasons 
for wanting to get to Britain, rather 
than a country where they don’t know 
anyone or speak the language.

And while France did grant asylum 
to some refugees taken from the 
Calais jungle, it slammed the door 
shut on many others.

Claire explained, “The big problem 
is the Dublin Convention, which says 
asylum seekers must be deported to 
the first ‘safe country’ they entered. It 
means people here can’t claim asylum 
in France.

“France has hugely increased the 
number of people it deports, usually 
to Italy, under this rules, and says it 
plans to do it even more still.

“But however much France does 
wrong—and it’s a lot—the bottom 
line is that it does far more for the 
refugees than Britain does. Britain 
just pulled up its border.”

Crossing that border defines peo-
ple’s lives in Grande-Synthe.

Omar said, “They make it very dif-
ficult. There are lots of guards. There 
are smugglers, but they want lots of 
money—£5,000 for each person. It’s 

too much.
“My seven-year-old son has missed 

two years of school. He needs to be 
in class. But we can do nothing, 
because we don’t have lots of money. 
We want the British government to 
accept us.”

For them and for so many others 
it’s vital that socialists and anti-rac-
ists stop the refugee crisis falling off 
the political agenda—and fight to lift 
the barriers. 

Bringing aid is important, but 
the only solution is to build an anti-
racist movement that can force the 
Tory government to open 
Britain’s border. 
Donate to the 
appeal online at 
mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/sutr 
or bring donations 
in person to the 
Stand Up To  
Racism conference 
on Saturday

They are a world 
away from both the 
home they left 
behind and the one 
they want to make

‘‘ 

(CLOCKWISE FROM top left) Mats 
and sleeping bags donated for 
refugees. The police destroyed 
a tent, with all the belongings 
of three people inside. This is 
the only sink for hundreds of 
refugees in Grande-Synthe. 
Syrian refugee Yassir in the basic 
shelter he shares with three 
other men. Access to a charged 
mobile is vital. Whole families 
including small children are shut 
out by Britain’s border. Sorting 
Care4Calais donations

HWAN, OMAR and their four children should be allowed into Britain
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
The Balfour Declaration 
—100 years on
Wed 25 Oct, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Cuba after Castro—
where next?
Thu 26 Oct, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Wed 25 Oct, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRADFORD
Trump, the far right 
and racism
Thu 26 Oct, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Chile 1973—a warning 
from history
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St, BB11 1NR
CHESTERFIELD
Is socialism possible?
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
EDINBURGH
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Thu 26 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
The Global Educational 
Reform Movement—what 
does it mean for our kids?
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Wed 25 Oct, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd  
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square), SW2 1EP
LONDON: CENTRAL
Who were the  
Black Panthers?
Wed 25 Oct, 6.15pm, 
Learning Hub Room 2,
UCL South Quadrangle 
(Opposite print  
room café),
Malet Place, WC1E 6BT

LONDON: EALING
How do we get rid of racism?
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
The roots of Islamophobia
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney 
Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd, off 
Wood Green Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Catalonia, 
independence and 
resistance
Thu 26 Oct, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station),
SE10 8JA
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Wed 25 Oct, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Black Lives Matter—
fighting racism today
Wed 25 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
From Houston to 
Bangladesh—are we too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Thu 26 Oct, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,
NE1 6HQ
NORWICH
Racism and where 
it comes from
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
The meek and the militant—
Marxism and religion
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Does Venezuela show that 
socialism can’t work?
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
What would socialism 
be like?
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SOUTHAMPTON
From Deliveroo to 
McStrike—organising 
the unorganised
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist 
Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
ST ALBANS
Podemos, Catalonia and 
the Spanish state
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall (upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd (near 
St Albans City station),
AL1 3RD
SWANSEA
Over the rainbow—
Pride, politics and 
LGBT+ liberation
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community 
Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

LEICESTER
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Wed 8 Nov, 7pm, 
The City Retreat 
Community Centre,
70-74 Church Gate,
LE1 4AL
NATIONAL 
National conference—
Confronting the rise of 
racism,  Islamophobia 
and antisemitism
Sat 21 Oct, 9.30am–4.30pm
The Light, Friends House, 
173–177 Euston Rd, 
London NW1 2BJ.
For more details and to register 
go to standuptoracism.org.uk

BRISTOL
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay, BS1 4QA

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP

DONCASTER
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes St, DN1 3NJ
           
DUNDEE
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

EXETER
Thu 26 Oct, 7pm, 
New Horizon Cafe,
47 Longbrook St, EX4 6AW

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 25 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

HULL
Thu 16 Nov, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 26 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 25 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons  car park),
E15 1HP

LONDON: 
WALTHAM FOREST
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd, E17 4QU

MEDWAY
Thu 26 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 272 
High St, ME4 4BP

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 1 Nov, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN

PLYMOUTH
Thu 2 Nov, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF

TELFORD
Thu 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,  TF1 1PY

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW

YORK
Wed 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

100 years on...

Why should we celebrate
the Russian Revolution?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

DAY CONFERENCE
Saturday 4 November 2017

10.30am-5.30pm
£10 / £5 concessions.

Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church,
235 Shaftesbury Avenue,

London WC2H 8EP

SPEAKERS INCLUDE

Stephen Smith—author of Russia in Revolution

Cathy Porter—author of Alexandra Kollontai: A Biography

John Molyneux—author of Lenin for Today

Alex Callinicos—author of Imperialism & Global Political Economy
Dave Sherry—author of Russia 1917: Workers’ Revolution and Festival 

of the Oppressed
Judith Orr—author of Marxism & Women’s Liberation

www.swp.org.uk/celebrating-1917

Lenin speaks in Red Square, 1919

Socialist Worker  18 October 2017
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Warmly-written words shroud a bleak sketch of London
BOOK
THE LAST LONDON
Written by Iain Sinclair 
Published by Oneworld Books 
£18.99 

IN HIS final book 
documenting London, the 
writer and walker Iain 
Sinclair chronicles the city 
he feels he is losing.

It is a look at a city in 
the grips of “regeneration” 
and gentrification, 
from the edges and 
hidden corners. This is a 
document of a growing 
gap between rich and 
poor. Through journeys 

and collaborations, 
Sinclair charts a city that, 
he says, has taken on an 
increasingly neoliberal 
character since Margaret 
Thatcher.

He rails against the 

creep of privatisation 
into public spaces 
and the architectural 
vanity projects going up 
everywhere. 

The Olympic Park, “a 
‘park’ only in the sense of 
retail park or car park”, 
close to his Hackney 
home, is singled out.

The Shard, where 
he swims in the pool 
after having to show his 
passport, is contrasted 
with Haggerston Baths, 
closed in 2000 to become 
luxury flats.

He journeys out of the 
city, down to the south 
coast—just as London’s 

residents are also having 
to do. 

Throughout he 
highlights the corruption 
of a system that puts 
profit ahead of the needs 
of communities, where 
developers and politicians 
so often go hand in hand.

Encounters
Sinclair’s prose makes this 
an enjoyable read. His 
vivid descriptions of the 
places he encounters are 
scattered with warm, witty 
descriptions of ordinary 
people and a sharp anger 
towards the rich.

He suggests that 

thanks to technology we 
no longer move around 
the city but “above” 
it, disengaged and 
disinterested. 

And it is through warm 
descriptions Sinclair 
shows the ordinary people 
who have the power to 
resist the changes. 

You get a feeling from 
him though that it is 
depressingly inevitable 
that we will always live 
in cities dominated by big 
business and profit. 

But Londoners, and 
others, have shown that 
we can resist.
Siobhan Brown

Stalin’s death unleashed a 
comedy of terrors in Russia
Grisly satire The Death of Stalin shows a state infested with bloodthirsty 
corruption and a society teetering on the brink, writes Alistair Farrow
ARMANDO IANNUCCI’S latest film, 
The Death of Stalin, is a grimly 
comic testament to the corruption, 
incompetence and ruthlessness at 
the top of Stalinist Russia. 

The bitter fight between party boss 
Nikita Khrushchev (Steve Buscemi) 
and secret police chief Lavrentiy 
Beria (Simon Russell Beale) provides 
the meat of the plot.

The political vacuum and resulting 
chaos left by Stalin’s death is nicely 
depicted. Terror is the order of the 
day—at both the prospects of taking  
control and of not taking control. 

After Stalin’s body is found his 
mansion is cleared out. People who 
worked there are lined up and shot 
or taken to prison to keep them quiet. 

But the piles of bodies are out of 
focus and a background to the main 
action—Beria’s scheming.

Dread at being bumped off if 
a rival kills their way to the top is 
matched by horror at a society teeter-
ing on the brink. 

And it was on the brink. By 1953 
Stalinist Russia was finding it increas-
ingly difficult to compete with other 
states. 

Decades of squeezing workers’ 
living standards to force through 
industrialisation could only take 
Russia’s state capitalist economy 
so far. There was mass poverty and 
starvation. 

And each member of  the 
Communist Party leadership had 
clambered to their positions over 
mountains of bloody corpses. They 
knew a similar fate could await 
them if they didn’t consolidate their 
positions.

This is the contradiction that 
underlies the terror in The Death 

of Stalin. And it makes for morbidly 
funny viewing. 

The heavyweight cast rarely play 
their characters for laughs. Like much 
good farce the real comedy in the 
film comes from the tragedy of the 
situation. 

Largely missing from the film are 

the voices of ordinary people, other 
than as a cry of “long live Stalin!” 
before a shot turns them into body-
bag filler. 

There was an outburst of rebellion 
after Stalin’s death, which increased 
the pressure on those at the top.

It would have been interesting to 

reflect that, but that absence doesn’t 
make the film worse.

The Death of Stalin brilliantly 
derobes a tyrant and has ruffled the 
feathers of Russia’s current rulers. 
The Death of Stalin 
Directed by Armando Iannucci 
On general release 

THE DEATH of a tyrant becomes a laughing matter
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LABOUR OF LOVE
Directed by Jeremy Herrin 
At the Noel Coward Theatre, 
London, WC2N 4AP  
Until 2 December 
Tickets from £10

LABOUR OF Love is a new 
rom-com by fashionable 
playwright James Graham.

It explores the left-right 
split in Labour through 
a slow-burning romance 
between a Blairite MP 
David (Martin Freeman) 
and his Corbynite 
constituency agent Jean 
(Tamsin Greig).

We meet them on 
election night. Labour’s 
doing better than expected 
but David looks set to lose 

his once-safe seat—and 
neither can work out why.

But we piece it together  
as the action shifts back 
to 1990, when David was 
parachuted into the seat.

The play poses questions 
about principles and 
electioneering. The answers 
are probably less revelatory 
than the playwrite thinks.
Graham’s triumph is that 
he’s taken an idea that 
sounds like it should be 
awful and turned it into an 
enjoyable night out.
Nick Clark

Tamsin Greig as Jean

Iain Sinclair 



HISTORY & THEORY14 15
Socialist Worker 18 October 2017Socialist Worker 18 October 2017

READ MORE
lCorbyn justified, 
May humbled—the left 
advances 
by Alex Callinicos in 
International Socialism 
Journal bit.ly/2soTzd3

lThe ILP—prioritising 
parliament gave more 
power to the right 
by Charlie Kimber  
bit.ly/2aYNNe7

lA Marxist History of the 
Labour Party 
by Tony Cliff and Donny 
Gluckstein, £5

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

appeal to all sections of soci-
ety—not just workers and the 
left—to get elected.

That same division also sets 
Labour MPs apart from the par-
ty’s members.

Most Labour members join 
the party because they want 
to see major left wing, if not 
socialist, changes in society.

But governing through par-
liament ultimately means trying 
to manage society on behalf of 
the bosses under the guise of 
the “national interest”.

Marxists Tony Cliff and 
Donny Gluckstein explained 
that this contradiction is at the 
heart of the tension between 
the left and right inside Labour.

They wrote, “Labour voices 
working class aspirations but 
only to the extent that they can 
be fitted into the workings of 
the national state.

“The balance between the 
two factors is represented in 
the split between Labour’s left 
and right—each side represent-
ing one aspect of the common 
reformist whole.”

That split means there’s a 
constant struggle between left 
and right in Labour. 

As Cliff and Gluckstein 
explained, “Much of the history 
of the Labour Party revolves 
around the struggle for domi-
nance between the party lead-
ership centred in the PLP and 
its supporters outside.”

Unfortunately that struggle 
almost inevitably ends up with 
the right on top as Labour’s 
focus on parliament and elec-
tions makes MPs the most 
powerful.

In the 1980s a movement 
grew around Tony Benn that 
culminated in his campaign to 
become Labour’s deputy leader. 
He nearly won.

But when told that his move-
ment was disrupting party 
unity and damaging its chances 
of getting elected he agreed 
to back down. The movement 
behind him dissipated.

Real power in society lies 
with unelected bosses and 
bankers, not parliament. 

Labour’s focus on parliament 
to change society leaves that 
power in place. It also means 
Labour has often 
acted to block work-
ers’ struggle.

In opposition it 
has been ambivalent 
at best to some major 
struggles, including 
the 1910-14 Great 
Unrest, the 1926 
General Strike and 
the Miners’ Strike of 

1984-85. In office it has sent 
police and soldiers to break 
strikes.

None of this is a reason to 
despair. It doesn’t mean the left 
can’t win battles or even change 
Labour—and these things can 
have important effects on peo-
ple’s confidence to resist.

Socialist Worker backs 
Jeremy Corbyn against the 
Tories. We want the Tories out 
and a Corbyn-led government 
in.

But any movement that is 
tied to a party whose main 
focus is parliament, will 
always be limited.

Trans forming  soc ie ty 
doesn’t mean transform-
ing Labour. It means looking 
towards struggle that breaks 
beyond the boundaries of the 
current system.

Paul Mason (top) 
wants to appease 
the bosses. A 
mass movement 
in Greece rejected 
austerity (above) 
but the left wing 
Syriza government 
implemented it 
anyway 

I
S ANOTHER Labour 
Party—one that looks 
towards struggle, 
movements and cam-
paigning to change 
society—possible?

With Jeremy Corbyn now 
secure as party leader and 
the left growing stronger, 
plenty of Labour activists 
believe it is.

Corbyn’s leadership and 
the changed political land-
scape after the general elec-
tion have transformed the 
situation inside Labour.

New members  have 
fought to change their 
Constituency Labour Parties. 

Some groups that were 
once unwelcoming and 
undemocratic are now 
organising campaigns and 
involving more people.

And this year’s Labour con-
ference saw lively political 
debates that often ended with 
delegates demanding changes 
to the party’s policies. 

It’s a big difference from 
Tony Blair’s leadership, when 
members were shut out from 
having any real say.

W r i t e r  A l e x  N u n n s 
said the conference was 
“Unrecognisable from the New 
Labour days, when ministers 
would deliver drab perora-
tions to half empty halls.”

For many Labour members 
the battle inside the party is 
about more than taking control 
of its structures. 

It’s about turning Labour into 
a party where ordinary people 
are involved in the decisions 
that count. For some it’s about 
turning Labour into a broader 
social and political movement.

That was a major theme 
throughout  Labour  l e f t 
group Momentum’s World 
Transformed fes t iva l  in 
Brighton last month.

There were big discussions 
on how Labour could be pow-
ered “from below.” And there 
were plenty of differing—often 
vague—views among the hun-
dreds of activists there about 
what that meant.

Activism
But everyone seemed to agree 
that Labour needs to focus on 
campaigning and activism not 
just on parliament to help it 
change society.

Many went further and said 
a left wing Labour government 
would need a mass movement 
to resist the assaults it would 
face from the ruling class.

Even shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell said Labour’s 
biggest defence against a 
financial crisis orchestrated by 
bosses and bankers would be 
“the mass base we can build to 
support us”.

It’s a version of the idea that 
a left wing government can suc-
ceed in parliament if it has a 
movement outside parliament 
to sustain it.

Yet the relationship between 
a movement and a parliamen-
tary party often starts to break 
down quickly.

Trying to change society 
through parliament means 

having to accept and work 
within the limits of the par-
liamentary system. It means 
having to manage and maintain 
the health of the current system 
even as you try to transform it.

That means the threats and 
measures the ruling class will 
use against a left wing govern-
ment are effective because they 
would paralyse that system.

Bankers, investors and insti-
tutions such as the International 
Monetary Fund can blackmail a 
government with investment 

strikes, currency runs or down-
graded credit ratings.

Giving in to that blackmail 
to protect the system can end 
with a left government oppos-
ing the movements that once 
supported it.

One of the clearest and most 
recent examples is the Syriza 
government in Greece.

Masses of people took to the 
streets and voted in a referen-
dum against an austerity mem-
orandum imposed on Syriza by 
Greece’s creditors. But in the 

face of threats from those cred-
itors to bankrupt Greece, Syriza 
accepted austerity.

That pressure brings itself to 
bear on would-be radical left 
governments even before they 
get elected.

So when McDonnell called for 
mass support against the ruling 
class at World Transformed, he 
also talked of plans to reassure 
them and “calm things down”.

Economist and left wing 
columnist Paul Mason went 
even further. He said that the 
social movement “has to be 
mobilised”. 

But he also lectured that 
social movement. “We might 
see the government make com-
promises and retreats,” he said. 
“That’s how you get victory”.

For Mason, those retreats 
have started early. He argued 
that the left should pacify the 
ruling class by abandoning 
campaigns against war and 
nuclear weapons.

“If you’re going to take their 
power away from them, then 
don’t take their toys away,” he 
told the assembled left wing 
activists.

M
ASON went 
e v e n  f u r -
ther in his 
i n t r o d u c -
tion to a new 
book of left 

wing essays, The Corbyn 
Effect. He argued that the 
left must drop its “knee-jerk 
anti-imperialism”.

“If we are going to dismantle 
the economic power of the elite, 
we cannot simultaneously try to 
disrupt their institutional, dip-
lomatic and geostrategic cer-
tainties,” he wrote. 

“The left has to align itself 
with parts of the ‘national story’ 
and take parts of that apparatus 
with it.”

Mason gave us an example of 
what that all means in an arti-
cle for the Guardian newspaper 
last week. 

He argued for Labour to 
pledge more funding into the 
army than the Tories to take on 
“Russia and jihadi terrorists”.

“There is a big opportunity 
here for Labour,” he wrote.

Labour is different from 
Syriza in some important ways. 
But if anything these differences 
make it even more vulnerable 
to those same pressures. 

Labour’s founders decided 
from the outset that they 
wouldn’t try to radically trans-
form society.

In fact when Labour was 
founded in 1900 its only aim 
was to represent the fairly lim-
ited interests of the trade union 
bureaucracy. The first Labour 
MPs spent most of their time in 
parliament tailing the Liberals.

From the very beginning this 
setup meant there was a divi-
sion inside Labour between 
Labour MPs, their trade 
union backers, and the party’s 
membership.

Union leaders tried to 
organise workers in industrial 
struggles. 

But Labour MPs’ focus on 
parliament meant they tried to 

IS LABOUR 
A PARTY OF 
STRUGGLE?
Its recent conference reignited debates about whether or 
not Labour can be transformed. Nick Clark says Labour 
can change—but its focus on parliament limits its potential

Labour’s 
founders didn’t 
want to 
radically 
change society 

‘‘ 
Jeremy Corbyn

A Corbyn supporter celebrates 
his election as leader in 2015

THOUSANDS TOOK to the streets in protest against Labour MPs’ attempts to oust Jeremy Corbyn in June 2016 Picture: Guy Smallman
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This is one book that will 
shake your world

Journalist John Reed’s 
famous eyewitness 
account brings 
alive the drama 
and excitement of a 
working class in revolt

BBC RADIO has been running 
a version of Ten Days That 
Shook The World by the 
US journalist John Reed.

Both the book and the 
writer, and indeed the radio 
drama, are worth your time.

Reed was a spectacular 
revolutionary journalist. He 
went to report in Russia after 
the February Revolution in 
1917, made straight for the 
Petrograd Bolsheviks and 
immersed himself in the 
meetings and demonstrations.

On 7 November, in the 
right place at the right 
time, Reed joined a band 
of Red Guards. He rushed 
across Palace Square 
and—a few moments 
later—found that he had 
stormed the Winter Palace.

After working for the 
Bolsheviks for months, he 
returned to the US and in 
1919 completed Ten Days 
That Shook The World. He 
died back in Russia in 1920.

Russian revolutionary 
Vladimir Lenin wrote 
an introduction to Ten 
Days. “Unreservedly do I 
recommend it to the workers 
of the world,” he wrote. 

Struggles
Reed was already a socialist 
journalist in 1917. He had 
covered the revolutionary war 
in Mexico and had written 
about some of the most brutal 
industrial struggles in the US.

Importantly he 
also agitated in active 
support of them.

John Reed’s socialism 
was broad, angry and 
generous. In Russia he 
found “his” revolution.

His Russian language skills 
were almost non-existent—
although he eventually could 
make out more or less what 
a speech was about. But 
Reed did have access to most 
of the leading Bolsheviks.

Ten Days makes the 
reader feel the revolution. 
He writes, “Out on the 
Nevsky, in the deepening 

dusk, a long double file of 
cyclists came riding, guns 
slung on their shoulders. 

“They halted, and the 
crowd pressed in and deluged 
them with questions. ‘Who 
are you? Where do you 
come from?’ asked a fat 
old man with a cigar in 
his mouth. ‘Twelfth Army. 
From the front. We came to 
support the Soviets against 
the damn’ bourgeoisie!”

He salutes the Revolution 
as an “adventure. One of the 
most marvellous mankind 
ever embarked on, sweeping 
into history at the head 
of the toiling masses, and 

staking everything on their 
vast and simple desires.” 

Reed builds suspense 
until the reader is desperate 
to reach the explosion.

There are wonderful 
accounts of people stretched 
and sleepless. And of 
roaring mass meetings 
contrasted with deserted 
palaces of the old regime. 

There are details. When 
Reed first sees Lenin 
speaking, he is struck by how 
far too long his trousers are 
and his “little winking eyes”. 

Humour
There is humour. The 
commissars for war and 
the navy rush to the front 
by car and have to borrow 
pen and paper from Reed 
to write an order.

The shifts and turns of 
the revolution are laid out. 

He writes, “General Kaledin 
received a deputation from 
his troops. ‘Will you,’ they 
asked, ‘promise to divide 
the estates of the Cossack 
landlords among the working 
Cossacks?’ ‘Only over my dead 
body,’ responded Kaledin. 

“A month later Kaledin 
blew out his brains. And 
the Cossack movement 
was no more.” 

Reed felt that the 
Bolsheviks were the only 
party in 1917 which 
matched the hopes of the 
“wishes of the masses”.

Ten Days is the journalistic 
work of commitment to 
revolution and still one 
of the best things to read 
about the Russia in 1917.
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution tinyurl.com/sw191

REVOLUTIONARY JOURNALIST John Reed

1917 TIMELINE
6-10 October  
(19-20 October in the 
modern calendar)
lThe Petrograd Soldiers’ 
Soviet declares that it 
no longer reports to the 
Provisional Government
lThe parliament begins 
its first session. When 
the Bolshevik time slot 
arrives, Trotsky drops a 
bombshell—the Bolsheviks 
will not participate

Reed builds 
suspense until  
the reader is 
desperate for 
the explosion 

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION
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An inspiration and a warning from Belfast
United struggle can help beat sectarianism—but alone it isn’t enough. That’s the message of 
an important new book about the 1932 Outdoor Relief Riots in Belfast, writes Colm Bryce

BOOK
STRUGGLE OR STARVE— 
WORKING CLASS UNITY IN  
BELFAST’S 1932 OUTDOOR 
RELIEF RIOTS
Seán Mitchell,  
Haymarket Books, £14.99

SEÁN MITCHELL has writ-
ten a riveting account of the 
1932 Outdoor Relief Riots in 
Belfast.

A small group of Com-
munist activists led a mass 
movement that broke through 
sectarian divisions and shook 
the Northern Ireland state to 
its foundations.  

T h i s  m e t i c u l o u s l y 
researched and readable 
account shines a light on the 
history—and draws sharp  
lessons for today. 

By 1932 unemployment in 
Belfast stood at 40 percent as 
the Great Depression hit the 
shipbuilding and linen indus-
tries. The archaic Poor Laws, 
abolished years previously 
in Britain, were still in force 
in Northern Ireland. They 

forced people to do manual 
work on Outdoor Relief 
schemes, building roads and 
other public works to get a 
pittance from the Poor Law 
Guardians.

Discrimination in employ-
ment and housing, designed 
to weld Protestant workers 
to their Unionist employers, 

didn’t protect them. Yards 
and factories closed and 
spending on public services 
was slashed. 

Communist activists in 
small Revolutionary Work-
ers Groups (RWG) set out to 
organise a strike of Outdoor 
Relief workers to demand 
an increase in pay. Seán 

provides a vivid portrayal of 
the agitation, the open-air 
meetings and marches with 
reports from eyewitnesses 
and newspaper accounts. 

On the morning of 11 Octo-
ber, unemployed workers 
gathered in their thousands 
in every corner of the city 
to march on the Guardians’ 

meeting. The Unionist gov-
ernment had banned the 
march and police attacked 
every gathering point.

They  reserved the i r 
worst violence for Catho-
lic areas, opening fire with 
revolvers and rifles on the 
mainly Catholic Falls Road. 
Marchers on the mainly Prot-
estant Shankill Road nearby 
rioted as soon as they heard.

Fierce
In two days of fierce fight-
ing, which spread across the 
city, they built barricades and 
fought police.

The government, terrified 
of the scale of the rebel-
lion, caved in, and made the 
Guardians concede almost all 
the strikers’ demands.  

The inspirational story is 
worth retelling to counter the 
dominant narrative of North-
ern Ireland as consisting of 
two warring tribes where 
class politics do not apply.

But Seán also looks 
squarely at the fact that the 
unity the riots created was 

destroyed by sectarian rioting 
and pogroms against Catho-
lics in the summer of 1935. 

Heroic RWG leaders such 
as Tommy Geehan had a 
crucial weakness in their 
politics. They assumed that 
joint struggle over economic 
questions would be enough 
to destroy sectarianism. 

But the state and ultra-
Loyalist movements rapidly 
mobilised to break the unity. 
Demanding that “Protestants 
employ Protestants”, they 
diverted despair over unem-
ployment towards getting 
Catholics thrown out of work. 

Seán deftly illustrates 
how both class struggle and 
sectarianism among workers 
grow out of the same soil. 

A socialist movement has 
to confront sectarian division 
to stop it reappearing as it did 
with a vengeance in 1935. 

This excellent book is an 
important contribution to 
socialist politics in Northern 
Ireland, where sectarian divi-
sion is still locked into the 
political framework.
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Tories’ bill 
won’t stop 
the heating 
bills rip-off
As bosses’ thirst for profits worsens 
fuel poverty it’s time to renationalise 
our utilities, argues Sarah Bates 

SOME 2.3 million people are fac-
ing another winter where they 
don’t have enough money to heat 
their homes.

Greedy energy companies’ search 
for profits mean that 10 percent of 
households have to choose between 
heating or eating. 

To much fanfare the Tories 
announced a limit on some energy 
prices last week. A new proposed 
law is to cap the amount a customer 
can spend on a Standard Variable 
Tariff (SVT).

Energy providers often entice 
people to join them with a cheap 
fixed-term tariff.

Then, when it expires, they trans-
fer them onto a far more expensive 
SVT.

Companies are overcharging 
people by £1.4 billion a year in this 
year. 

The government’s own research 
shows that low income households 
tend to be on the most expensive 
tariffs.

Theresa May said the energy 
market “has to offer fairer prices 
for millions of loyal customers 
who have been paying hundreds of 
pounds too much”.

Challenge
But the new bill does nowhere near 
enough to challenge the energy 

companies.
It’s a big step back from 

even the lukewarm meas-
ures promised by May 
during her election cam-

paign. These were mysteriously 
absent from 
the queen’s 
speech.

H i g h 
energy prices 
are one of the 
main factors 
in  causing 
fuel poverty.

T h i s  i s 
def ined as 
when spend-
ing the neces-
sary amount 
o n  f u e l 

would put a household below the 
poverty line.

Poor quality housing is also part 
of the problem. A house that isn’t 
insulated properly loses twice as 
much heat as one that is.

This is partly why Britain has 
some of the highest bills in Europe.

Bosses’ lobbying body Energy UK 
downplayed their responsibility.

It said, “Fuel poverty should be 
addressed at its root causes through 
greater societal action on energy 
efficiency and poverty reduction.”

But not everyone is struggling 
with the bills.

The “big six” energy companies 
are enjoying the highest profits ever 
recorded.

Wholesale gas prices dropped by 
a third last year due to oversupply. 
But the cut isn’t passed onto the 
customer.

British Gas put its electricity prices 
up by 12.5 percent this summer. Its 
owner Centrica reported a profit of 
£639 million in the first six months 
this year. 

Energy regulator Ofgem appears 
sceptical about a tariff cap, fearing 
that energy businesses will take it 
to court.

A surer way to cut costs would be 
to take these privatised giants back 
into public ownership.

BACK STORY
Energy bosses are making a 
killing out of fuel poverty
lThe “big six” companies are 
enjoying their highest ever profits
lThey hiked customers’ bills this 
year despite a huge drop in the 
wholesale gas prices they pay
lThey overcharge £1.4 billion by 
switching people to expensive 
Standard Variable Tariffs (SVT)
lPoorer households are most 
likely to be on expensive tariffs

OUTSOURCED PORTERS, cleaners and domestics in the GMB union protested at North Middlesex 
Hospital in Edmonton, north London, on Thursday of last week. Contractor Medirest is trying to slash 
wages, terms and conditions and axe 24 jobs. GMB could ballot for strikes.  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Warning for hospitals as ambulance  
firm’s demise leaves patients in lurch

THE COLLAPSE of a private 
ambulance firm in the Home 
Counties last week, triggering 
chaos for the NHS, could be a 
harbinger of a broader crisis.

The Private Ambulance Service 
(PAS) ran passenger transport 
for patients in Bedfordshire and 
Hertfordshire.

It went bankrupt just seven 
months into the contract, leaving 
hospitals in the lurch. The East of 
England Ambulance Service NHS 
Trust is running a skeleton service 
until bosses find a new provider.

Shoddy
PAS’s shoddy service exposes the 
consequences of letting private 
ambulance firms leech off the 
NHS. Former PAS driver Riz 
Basharat said, “They have made 
a mockery of the whole system, 
basically a shambles from day one. 

“I don’t know how the NHS has 
even allowed them to take on this 
contract.” 

For seven months the company 
has seriously failed patients. Herts 
Valley Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG), the body that 

awarded PAS the contract, was 
forced to apologise earlier this year. 

William Hilton, an 85 year old 
patient, was forced to wait a whole 
day to go back from St Albans City 
Hospital in June.

The following month he was left 
waiting again, this time for three 
hours. William’s daughter Tina 
Hilton told the local newspaper 
that hospital staff had to call the 
firm three times.

A coroner ruled that Kim Page’s 
husband died from a heart attack 
in February 2015 after a “serious 
failure of care” by PAS.

Bosses face a £75,000 
compensation claim.

The bankruptcy didn’t come as a 
surprise to many workers.

Tim Roberts, a Unison union 
official, said, “Wages were not 
being paid, credit lines were 

closing down, and contributions 
to the pension schemes held back. 
It was obvious the company was 
dying on its feet.”

The NHS is increasingly relying 
on private ambulance providers. 
Hospital bosses in England spent 
almost £80 million on them in the 
past year.

The London Ambulance Service 
alone spent £10 million on private 
ambulances in 2016—more than 
14 times more than the £700,000 
it spent in 2011.

Emergency
PAS provided “non emergency” 
passenger transport. But private 
firms are increasingly being used to 
respond to 999 emergency calls too.

Hiring them is seen as a cheap, 
short term alternative to dealing 
with the chronic staffing crisis 
among paramedics.

Firms bid for contracts by 
promising to deliver them cheaply, 
but hand them back when profits 
aren’t high enough.

Stopping the chaos mean 
kicking profit-making firms out 
of the NHS, and getting rid of 
the “internal market” that means 
public and private providers 
compete for contracts.

 NHS

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

Centrica boss Iain Conn

One of PAS’s ambulances
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IN BRIEF 

Bristol’s Deliveroo 
riders strike back
DELIVEROO COURIERS in 
Bristol struck on Saturday of 
last week over pay.

The riders say Deliveroo is 
failing to pay them the agreed 
amount per delivery.

Over 20 riders lined up 
their bikes along the Queens 
Road in Clifton, Bristol, on 
Saturday night. 

“The company said they 
would pay us £4.25 per 
delivery to work between 
5.30pm and 10pm but we 
were only paid £3.75,” said 
one rider. “This has happened 
three or four times before but 
they always pay the next day.”

The rider added, “If they 
don’t pay us again we will be 
back here on strike again.”

Gatwick ground 
staff wage war
AROUND 200 baggage 
handlers are set to strike 
for a pay rise on Monday 30 
October.

The Unite union members 
are employed by contractor 
Omni Serv for Norwegian 
airline subsidiary Red 
Handling.

Workers voted to strike 
by 91 percent. Bosses 
refused to give them a pay 
rise, suggesting a company 
barbecue as an alternative.

Guards slam ‘wage 
theft’ at Bloomberg
SECURITY GUARDS and 
activists protested outside 
the London offices of media 
giant Bloomberg on Monday. 
The Unite union members 
accuse contractor Seal 
Security of “wage theft”.

Unite says workers could 
be owed thousands of pounds 
back pay for being made to 
attend an unpaid 15 minute 
briefing at the beginning of 
every shift.

A catastrophe for 
Bield care homes
SOME 200 care home 
workers face redundancy 
as private contractor Bield 
leaves the social care sector.

Bield is closing all 12 of 
its care homes across seven 
local authorities in Scotland. 

Unison, the union that 
represents the workers, 
is calling on the Scottish 
government to step in. 

London conference 
discusses feminism
HUNDREDS OF activists 
gathered for the Filia 
conference last weekend in 
central London.

Formerly called Feminism 
in London, it is the largest 
feminism conference in 
Britain.

The keynote speeches 
included author Cordelia 
Fine, activist Finn Mckay and 
the Womens Equality Party.

It held meetings on 
revolutionary women, 
refugees and the fight for 
reproductive rights.

 Bus drivers’ walkouts  
 can beat pay disparity
SOME 2,000 bus workers 
at Arriva North West 
were set to walk out over 
pay on Thursday.

Drivers and engineers plan 
to hold picket lines at all 
the depots—in Birkenhead, 
Bolton, Bootle, Green Lane, 
Macclesfield, Runcorn, Speke, 
Southport, Winsford and 
Wythenshawe.

The 24 hour strike looks set 
to bring large parts of the bus 
service to a halt.

Workers are striking over 
pay differences between 
depots. Pay can vary up to 
£1.73 per hour—and Unite 
says that the new 2017-2018 
pay offer raises the disparity to 
£2 an hour.

Workers plan to walk 
again out on Monday 23 and 
Monday 30 October.

Unite regional officer Neil 
Clarke said “Our members 
are fed up with pitiful pay 

offers and Arriva’s ‘pick and 
mix’ approach to wages where 
some depots get a pay rise and 
others don’t.”

The RMT union called 
off three days of bus strikes 
against Stagecoach in Devon 
last week in response to a new 
offer. Bus workers were due 
to walk out for 24 hours on 
Friday of last week, Tuesday of 
this week and 30 October. 

Workers demanded a pay 

rise in line with the 3.9 percent 
Retail Price Index rate of 
inflation.

The dispute involves over 
800 drivers, cleaners and 
engineers at Exeter, Torquay 
and Barnstaple garages. 

RMT will put the new deal 
to its members.

Strikers could have had 
a big impact—and workers 
shouldn’t accept less than they 
fought for.

ABOUT 25 Unite union members at Mears 
housing maintenance firm demonstrated 
on Tuesday of last week at the AGM of 
Northwards Housing whose council-owned 
properties they maintain. They’ve just 

finished a second strike ballot with the 
result due out next week, following strikes 
over pay earlier this year. “I’d think most of 
us will be up for it”, said one worker of the 
expected ballot result.   Picture: Mike killian

HOUSING

CINEMA WORKERS

HARINGEY

Love Lane—Labour’s lost?
THE LOVE Lane estate in 
Haringey, north London, is 
set to be sold off to property 
developers Lendlease.

The deal with the Labour 
council is seperate from 
the notorious Haringey 
Development Vehicle (HDV) 
which could see seven estates 
“redeveloped”.

Residents of Love Lane are 
being told they have the right 
to return. But some 70 percent 
of households on the estate, 
145 out of 212, have already 
moved away permanently since 
the council began preparing for 
redevelopment.

Some appear to have been 
pressured to move out. One 
council promotional document 
said, “After extensive work 

with the tenant, he became 
receptive to the idea of moving 
away from Love Lane estate”.

Councillors were set to 
vote on an estate renewal and 
housing policy on Tuesday. 

A draft document says 
tenants will get “an equivalent 
social tenancy at an equivalent 
rent”. But, “This does not mean 
that every tenant, leaseholder 
and freeholder will pay exactly 
the same housing costs after 
the move as they did before 
the move.”

In other words, tenants 
could see their rents increased.

The council’s redevelopment 
plans will disproportionately 
affect people from black and 
ethnic minorities.
Alistair Farrow

TRANSPORT WORKERS

TUBE CLEANERS

OUTSOURCED Tube 
cleaners demonstrated 
outside London’s City Hall 
last Thursday to demand 
better working conditions.

Cleaners are having more 
responsibilities heaped on 
them.

Alexandra told Socialist 
Worker, “The work is 
increasing, I used to clean 

two stations a shift, now I 
clean four. And if there’s too 
much work, I have to finish it 
during my lunch break.”

The RMT union members 
are demanding £10 an 
hour, sick pay, holiday pay, 
travel passes and an end to 
outsourcing as part of the 
union’s “fighting for a fair 
deal” campaign.

OBITUARY
Don Mciver
1948-2017
IT IS with great sadness that 
Edinburgh Socialist Workers 
Party announces the death 
of our comrade Don Mciver. 

Don joined the SWP in 
1978 and was a committed 
revolutionary throughout his 
life, as well as a union rep in 
successive civil service unions 
in the Department for Work 
and Pensions. 

He will be remembered as 
a strong advocate of rank and 
file politics and solidarity for 
workers in dispute. 

In recent years his 
commitment to social justice 

involved him in voluntary 
work supporting the 
education and care of street 
children in Peru. 

He is remembered in 
Cuzco and Lima for the 
positive influence he had on 
the lives of children. He also 

helped shape the way that 
local learning projects are 
organised and delivered. 

Don had a wide interest in 
languages, poetry and music. 
He was a lifelong fan of Bob 
Dylan and he retained a love 
of Gaelic, the language of 
his upbringing in Lewis. He 
had a particular liking for 
the poetry of Sorley Maclean 
whose work appealed to his 
Gaelic background and sense 
of internationalism. 

Our deepest sympathies go 
to Don’s brothers Coinneach 
and Neil and their families, 
to Kieran, Kerry and Eilidh 
and to all his friends here and 
abroad.
John Bissett

Don Mciver

Grantham battles the cuts
MORE THAN 500 protesters 
marched through Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, on Saturday 
against the night time 
closure of the local A&E and 
wider NHS cuts.

The only walk-in centre 
in the county—in Lincoln—
is to close, alongside 
cuts in neighbouring 
Nottinghamshire.

The famed Glenfield Heart 
Unit in Leicester, which 
serves all the East Midlands, 
could be axed next month. A 
huge protest is planned for 
Saturday 9 December if this 
takes place.

NHS CAMPAIGNS

Protesters in Grantham
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Spread Picturehouse fight
STRIKING workers from 
five Picturehouse cinemas 
protested in London’s 
Leicester Square on Sunday. 

It marked the end of nine 
days of strikes. All five sites 
struck on two days. Workers 
at the central London and 
Hackney sites also held two 
hour strikes on another 
seven days. The workers are 
in the Bectu sector of the 
Prospect union.

Josh from the Hackney 
site told Socialist Worker, 
“The idea was intensive 
two-hour strikes between 
5pm and 7pm to target the 
London Film Festival (LFF) 
screenings at 6pm.”

The British Film Institute, 

which hosts the LFF, pays its 
workers the London Living 
Wage of £9.75 an hour that 
the strikers are demanding. 
It has hosted LFF screenings 
at Picturehouse cinemas.

Director Ken Loach came 
to the picket line last week. 
“People are prepared to 
stand up and fight so the 
union has got to back them,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 

Bectu must escalate to win 
the long-running dispute.

“Something needs to 
change,” said Josh. “Other 
sites need to get involved. 
We need more cross-site 
action involving more 
sites than we have at the 
moment.”

Strikers in Leicester Square  Picture: Guy Smallman
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TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

Unison union leaders let 
down the lions of Durham
by SARAH BATES 

DURHAM TEACHING assistants 
(TAs) in the Unison union have 
voted to accept a pay offer from 
the Labour-run council.

The TAs fought an impressive  
two year-long battle against pay cuts 
and increased working hours. 

The deal means that 472 TAs will 
still lose pay. Others will keep the 
same pay but have to work more. 

There will also be a “progression 
board”, where TAs will be able to 
apply individually for pay regrading. 

Many TAs have voiced outrage 
about the deal, including Lisa, who 
spoke to Socialist Worker. 

“The progression board is a vague 
promise,” she said. “In theory it’s to 
help the TAs, but the people sitting on 
it will be those who think this deal is 
fair. Board members should be voted 
on by all the Durham TAs.”

Accepting 
The majority of TAs are members 
of Unison, which strongly recom-
mended accepting the deal. 

A minority of the workforce, who 
are in the ATL section of the NEU 
education union, voted by 56 per-
cent to reject.

Unison hasn’t released the fig-
ures for the vote—and many TAs 
are unhappy with the role the union 
played in the dispute. 

Lisa said, “We’ve all stood 
together and if some are still getting 
a pay cut that’s not good enough.”  

Unison had to be pushed into a 
fight against the pay cuts. This dis-
pute would not have happened 
without huge pressure from rank and 
file TAs themselves.

The TAs had successful strikes and 
won widespread support throughout 
their prolonged dispute.

They forced the council to with-
draw a sacking threat. 

The unions should have built on 
this momentum to fight the council, 
continue the campaign and keep up 
strikes.

Strung
Instead, the council and Unison 
strung out the talks and then used 
their resources to campaign for 
acceptance of a deal that attacks 
workers. 

Durham County Council is run by 
Labour. 

The left wing Labour leadership 
including Jeremy Corbyn should have 
mounted pressure on councillors to 
help get victory for the TAs.

Lisa said, “I’m heartbroken by the 
result—but I can look anyone in the 
eye and say that I’ve fought.”

nTHE UNISON union launched a 
consultative ballot of TAs in Derby 
last week. 

It is over working hours and the re-
grading of TAs who work in special 
educational needs. 

TAs in Derby had their pay cut by 
25 percent in summer 2016.

They resolved their dispute with 
Labour-run Derby council in March, 
but workers say the deal hasn’t been 

UNIVERSITIES 

Anger against bosses’ new ‘sacking clause’ sees large 
picket lines during three-day strike at Leeds University 
by SADIE ROBINSON

WORKERS AT Leeds 
university are buoyant after 
holding their first ever 
three-day strike last week. 

Bosses want to bring in 
a new clause, Some Other 
Substantial Reason (SOSR), 
for dismissing staff. 

UCU union members say 
this will make it easier to 
get rid of workers—and that 
it puts academic freedom 
at risk. Deep anger at the 
attack saw big picket lines at 
the university. 

Vicky Blake, Leeds 
University UCU president, 
told Socialist Worker, “We’ve 
had so many people turn up 
to picket we were running 
out of places to send them.” 

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell and Leeds MPs 
Alex Sobel and Hilary Benn 
have backed strikers. Other 
groups of workers and 
students also came. 

UCU branch committee 
member Steve Lax 

explained what’s at stake. 
“Management would be 
able to get rid of people for 
saying the wrong thing or 
doing the wrong research,” 
he said. 

Union members were 
considering their next steps 

as Socialist Worker went to 
press on Tuesday. 

One option is to begin a 
“censure” of the university. 
This would see other 
academics encouraged to 
boycott the university. 

The UCU agreed this 
could be done at its annual 
congress this year. It also 
made the fight at Leeds 
a dispute of national 
significance.

Vicky stressed that the 
attack can be stopped. 
“Other universities, 
including Sheffield, UCL in 
London and Warwick have 
rejected SOSR,” she said. 

“I hope we don’t need to 
escalate. But management 
should be under no illusions 
about how strongly our 
members feel about this.”

TEACHING ASSISTANTS fought a heroic campaign Picture: SocialiSt Worker

FIGHTING THE CUTS 

Parents save 
Bolton’s last 
council-run 
nursery
PARENTS IN Bolton were 
celebrating last week after 
they forced the Labour 
council to withdraw plans to 
close the only local authority 
run nursery in the town. 

Tabassum is a parent who 
was involved in the campaign 
to save Harvey Children’s 
Centre. She said, “Running 

costs for the nursery are 
only around £68,000—
it’s not a lot of money. 

“The council is spending 
millions on doing up the 
town centre. It should 
be able to find money 
for the nursery.”

The campaign included 
parents, trade unionists and 
local Labour Party activists. 

The parents launched 
their campaign to keep the 
nursery open. And Unison 
union members voted to 
strike against the closure. 

This forced the council 
to backtrack only 28 days 
into a consultation.
Laila Hasan 

A victory for nurseries 

Solid strike at Leeds  Picture: christian hogsbjerg

Workers at driving agency 
agree dates for walkouts 
PCS UNION reps at the 
Driver and Vehicle Standards 
Agency (DVSA) met last week 
to decide on strike dates 
against bosses’ plans for a 
“flexible working” regime. 

They agreed a number of 
dates and an announcement 
was likely this week. 

The “flexible” working 
plan would give managers 
the ability to deploy staff 
anywhere without notice.

In a last ditch attempt to 
prevent any action, DVSA 
bosses offered mediation.

PCS rejected this unless 
a clean slate is agreed 
before any talks. So far the 
employer has refused to do 
this.

It appears that bosses are 
waiting for the ballot result 
from the Prospect union.  

Prospect and DVSA 
bosses have entered into a 

disgraceful deal behind the 
backs of PCS. 

The DVSA is allowing its 
own IT systems to be used to 
conduct the Prospect ballot.

And it is allowing facility 
time for Prospect members 
to meet.

Prospect is recommending 
the deal to its members. 

In fact Prospect members 
at the DVSA are angry at the 
attempt to push a deal on 
them.

As a result a number of 
Prospect members have left 
their union and joined PCS.

The Prospect ballot result 
was due out on Tuesday.

PCS reps are confident 
that when strikes are                          
announced they will be very 
strongly supported.
Paul Williams, PCS 
Department for Transport 
Group President (pc) 

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 
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NURSES JOIN a Royal College of Nursing protest outside Downing Street in July   Picture: Guy Smallman 

POSTAL WORKERS 

Fight for strikes as union bashing Royal Mail fat cats cream £500,000 a day
ROYAL MAIL fat cats have 
been paid more than 
£500,000 a day since 
privatisation, new figures 
revealed on Tuesday of 
this week.

More than £620 million 
in dividends were paid 
out to non-employee 
shareholders between 
October 2013 and April of 
this year.

But despite raking it in, 
Royal Mail’s top bosses 
are desperate to drive 
workers’ pay down

Bosses won a court 
battle last Thursday to 
delay a postal workers’ 
strike. Members of the 
CWU union had been 
gearing up for a 48-hour 

national strike this week in 
a battle over pay, pensions 
and conditions.

But Royal Mail bosses 
ran to the high court for 
an injunction that delays 
the action for at least 
seven weeks.

They said an agreement 
signed by CWU leaders 
in 2013 stops the union 
from calling national 
strikes unless they’ve been 
through five weeks of 
external mediation.

It means the CWU will 
have to take part in five 
more weeks of talks, 
and then give another 
two weeks’ notice, 
before postal workers 
can legally strike. The 

workers are determined 
to keep fighting—and 
say bosses’ action has 
only strengthened their 
resolve. Many say they’re 
still ready to strike in 
December—Royal Mail’s 
busiest time of the year.

Around 100 CWU 
members protested 
outside the Royal Courts of 
Justice in central London 
as the hearing took place.

Postal worker Linford 
Gibbons told Socialist 
Worker, “If the ruling goes 
against us it will just make 
us stronger.

“Royal Mail wants to 
go to mediation. But we 
are adamant that we’re 
going to take industrial 

action if we don’t get an 
outcome that’s beneficial 
to everybody.”

The best response to 
the court ruling would 
be to strike anyway. 
Postal workers have a 
strong tradition of taking 
unofficial action. 

But at the very least the 
result shouldn’t be allowed 
to demobilise postal 
workers. And the union 
can’t let bosses delay 
action any further.

CWU activists have 
to keep the momentum 
up for a huge national 
strike—and trade unionists 
everywhere have to show 
postal workers they have 
support.A wildcat strike could help Postman Pat  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

WE CAN SMASH 
TORIES’  PAY CAP 
by  NICK CLARK 

WORKERS RALLIED against 
the Tories’ 1 percent public 
sector pay cap as Socialist 
Worker went to press on 
Tuesday.

The TUC union federation’s 
protest outside parliament 
came as new inflation fig-
ures showed workers’ living 
standards took a further hit 
last month.

The bosses’ favoured CPI 
rate of inflation hit a five year 
high of 3 percent—and the 
RPI rate is almost 4 percent.

This means workers whose 
pay is capped will see an even 
bigger “real terms” pay cut. 

Ballots 
Civil service workers and fur-
ther education (FE) lecturers 
are leading the way with bal-
lots that could lead to strikes.

The UCU union is set to 
ballot workers for strikes in 
some FE colleges after bosses 
only offered a 1 percent rise. 

It follows a 75 percent vote 
for action in a consultation. 

And civil service work-
ers in the PCS union began 
a consultative ballot over 
pay on Monday of last week. 

The ballot, set to end on  
6 November, should be a step-
ping stone towards national 
strikes across the civil service. 

PCS activists should organ-
ise the campaign as if it were 
a real strike vote. 

In many places where 
activists have organised, 

they’ve found they’ve struck 
a chord.

One PCS act iv is t  in 
Manchester told Socialist 
Worker, “There’s clearly 
something boiling away. 

“Some members seem like 
they’d be up for throwing up a 
picket line tomorrow because 

they’ve just had enough.”
She added, “Managers are 

just putting their foot in it. 
Our CEO came to my office 
and said we should be grate-
ful with 1 percent. This is a 
woman on £120,000 a year.”

Pete, a PCS activist in 
Birmingham, told Socialist 

Worker that some 100 people 
turned up to a lunchtime 
meeting last Wednesday.  

“The campaign is helping 
to build a new network of 
activists across the city,” he 
said.

There are plans by a city-
wide campaign group to 

leaflet every civil service 
workplace in Birmingham

When unions give work-
ers a lead, there is a mood to 
fight over the pay cap. 

Some 300 people from all 
the large unions marched 
against the pay cap in 
Norwich last Saturday.

Scrapped 
Last week Tory health secre-
tary Jeremy Hunt said that he 
had “scrapped” the pay cap 
for health workers. 

He did not promise any 
new funding or above-infla-
tion pay rises—meaning it 
would still be a pay cut.

And any pay rise would 
be linked to “productivity 
increases”—management 
speak for making NHS work-
ers do more for the same pay.

But the Royal College of 
Nursing’s leadership hailed it 
as a “victory” and seem to see 
it as enough to lift its threat 
of industrial action.

While Theresa May’s gov-
ernment is in deep trouble, 
there’s nothing inevitable 
about the Tories falling.  

Unions should reject the 
Tories’ divide and rule tac-
tics—and fight for real pay 
rises now.
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