
 RICH
 SEXIST
 SCUM

TORY MPs HARASS WOMEN

THE SLEW of  a l legat ions  of  
sexual harassment and abuse by 
MPs has plunged the Tories into an 
even deeper crisis.

We say fight harassment, sack the 
sexist ministers and force the Tories 
out. >>Pages 3 and 5

Get them out!

Get them out

THE RUSSIAN Revolution of 1917 was the most important event in human history. In six 
pages of special features inside we look at what happened and what it means for us today >>Pages 11-16

100 YEARS SINCE WORKERS TOOK POWER IN RUSSIA

FALLON GARNIER

CRABB

Masses are key to 
independence fight

Fears as Catalan leaders flee arrest 
 >>Pages 4&5

Britain’s crime  
against Palestine

A century of pain followed  the
Balfour Declaration  >>Pages 18&19
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UNITED STATES

FBI inquiry piles 
more pressure 
onto Trump
AN FBI inquiry into potential 
Russian involvement in the 
US presidential campaign has 
begun to order people to turn 
themselves in for questioning. 

Donald Trump’s former 
campaign manager Paul 
Manafort was ordered to 
report on Monday. The case 
has exposed the hypocrisy 
within the US ruling class.
>>Page 8

TRANSPORT

Coordinated 
strikes by rail 
and bus workers
TRANSPORT workers in 
the North West of England 
were set to stage a 24-hour 
coordinated strike on 
Wednesday of next week.

The Arriva North bus 
workers are fighting over 
pay. 

And rail workers across 
six networks were set to 
walk out on the same day.
>>Page 24

HEALTH SERVICE

Fiasco of ‘AirBnB’ 
NHS plan shows 
social care crisis
A BACKLASH over an 
“AirBnB-style” scheme that 
would have seen patients 
recovering from surgery 
in people’s spare rooms 
has forced a retreat. 

But social care cuts mean 
thousands of people are stuck 
in hospital.
>>Page 6
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Just relax while the 
ultra-rich flourish  
THE UBS/PWC Billionaires 
Report 2017 said the 
combined wealth of the 
world’s 1,542 billionaires 
rose by almost a fifth last 
year to £4.5 trillion. 

That’s more than double 
the value of all the goods 
and services produced 
in Britain in a year.

UBS/PwC said, “Despite 
a period of heightened 
geopolitical uncertainty, 
the world’s ultrawealthy 
are flourishing.” And 
they should know.

UBS/PwC help 
billionaires protect their 
wealth from grubby people 
such as tax collectors. 

There are arguments 
about how much it would 
cost to eliminate the most 
extreme elements of global 

poverty. Some say it is 
as little as £151 billion. 

The billionaires’ 
£4.5 trillion is more than 
30 times that figure.

Instead the cash goes 
on mansions, land, super-
yachts, elite cars, buying 
sports teams and ways of 
making yet more money.

Thatcher’s Tories covered up 
the  tainted blood scandal   
MARGARET Thatcher’s 
Tory  government  had 
a del iberate pol icy of 
refusing to accept any 
responsibility for allowing 
contaminated blood to be 
given to haemophiliacs.

Cabinet documents seen 
by Sky News last week show 
senior ministers in the 1987 
Tory government discussing 
the policy. 

They show that ministers 
also tried to limit the govern-
ment’s financial liability to 
victims.

Yet ministers acknowl-
edged that the government 
could not “refute convinc-
ingly” the allegation that it 
was responsible.

The scandal saw thou-
sands of people given con-
taminated blood and blood 
products throughout the late 
1970s and 1980s. 

Governments bought it 

cheaply from the US despite 
repeated warnings that it was 
unsafe. 

Over 2,400 people have 
since died after contracting 
HIV and Hepatitis C.

Tory secretary of state for 
social security John Moore 
wrote a cabinet memo in 
November 1987. 

It refers to a proposal put 

to a high-level meeting to 
discuss the fallout from the 
scandal.

Moore acknowledged the 
scale of the problem. “Around 
1,200 haemophiliacs were 
infected before 1986 with the 
HIV virus and about 40 have 
already died,” he wrote. 

“The prognosis for the 
remainder is bleak.”

Discussing compensation, 
he said that a £10 million 
“once-and-for-all payment” 
for victims would be “particu-
larly attractive as it minimises 
Government intervention; 
and it would be consistent 
with the policy of not accept-
ing any direct responsibility 
for damage caused in this 
way.”

Some of those infected 
who accepted payments in 
the 1990s have lost any right 
to legal action as a result.

Jason Evans, whose father 
died after being treated with 
contaminated blood, said the 
memo is “some of the clearest 
evidence that points towards 
a cover-up”.

Moore was made a life 
peer in 1992.

Theresa May has promised 
an inquiry into the scandal, 
but three months on no chair 
has been appointed.

l MORE THAN half a million 
over-65s will not get the flu 

vaccination this winter, a Labour 
analysis shows. And 340,000 
toddlers will miss out on the 
jab, as the Tories slash the flu 
awareness campaign budget to 
£3.6million over six years.  
    Labour spent £7.1 million over 
the same period.

lCIA PLOTS to assassinate Fidel Castro 
included killing him with an exploding 

seashell, giving him a contaminated diving 
suit and poisoning him with botulism, 
newly released documents reveal.

But, “there was no shell in the 
Caribbean area large enough to hold a 
sufficient amount of explosive which 
was spectacular enough to attract the 
attention of Castro.”

Private poshos 94 times 
more likely to be someone 
MEN WHO attended 
a small group of top 
private schools are 
still 94 times more 
likely to reach the 
powerful and prominent 
positions in society.

New research 
suggests that former 
pupils of nine leading 
fee-paying schools, 
including Eton and 
Harrow, are much more 
likely to be included in 
Who’s Who 
than those 
who attended 
any other 
school.

These 
nine are 
called the 
“Clarendon 
schools”. 

Troublemaker readers 
won’t need reminding 
Clarendon schools 
are a group private 
schools made up of 
Charterhouse, Eton, 
Harrow, Merchant 
Taylor’s, Rugby, 
Shrewsbury, St Paul’s, 
Westminster and 
Winchester College.

The findings show 
that for the 2016 edition 
of Who’s Who alone, 

the graduates 
of these nine 
schools are 
94 times 
more likely to 
be included 
than those 
who attended 
any other 
institution.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Germany, 
Austria, Holland 
and I’ve  
forgotten 
somebody…
Czechoslovakia!’
David Davis the Tory 
minister responsible for 
negotiating with Europe over 
Brexit doesn’t know that 
Czechoslovakia hasn’t existed 
since 1993 

‘We are working 
to understand 
every factor of 
the cost’
Lockheed Martin 
spokesperson responds to 
the British government not 
knowing how much it has 
spent or is going to spend on 
new F35 jets 

‘Not having a 
bunker is a bit 
like not having 
car insurance’
Ron Hubbard owner of 
Survival Condo which provides 
£150,000 survival bunkers 
for the rich worried about the 
coming apocalypse

‘The prospect of 
a Jeremy Corbyn 
government is 
enough to make 
the sensitive 
keep a bottle 
of whisky and 
revolver handy’
Margaret Thatcher’s former 
liar-in-chief  
Sir Bernard Ingham offers 
hope

Castro—unimpressed by seashells on the 
sea shore

10% rise in 
night working   
NIGHT working has risen 
by nearly 10 percent in 
the past five years, a 
study shows.

The “night shift army” 
is now 3.2 million-strong, 
one in eight of workers. 
some 62 percent of these 
men.

And black workers 
are much more likely 
than white colleagues 
to do late turns in 
security, healthcare and 
manufacturing. 

Some 18 percent of 
black employees work 
nights, significantly more 
than the 11 percent of 
white workers, the TUC 
research revealed.

Yorkshire and the  
North West lead the way 
in the dark with one in 
nine workers working in 
the night.

CONTAMINATED BLOOD killed over 2,400 people

Bagless judge 
steps down 
A HIGH Court judge who 
complained about his lost 
luggage when hearing 
a case involving British 
Airways is to retire before 
his disciplinary hearing 
can begin.

Justice Peter Smith, 
had been effectively 
suspended for 18 months 
pending investigations into 
his luggage remarks and 
into another complaint. 

His resignation meant 
he will no longer face 
disciplinary proceedings, 
which were due to begin 
on Monday.

Justice Peter Smith, the 
senior judge in the High 
Court’s chancery division 
has been on full pay of 
£181,566 while not sitting.

If he had refused to 
step down after the 
disciplinary hearing his 
removal would have 
required a motion from 
the Lord Chief Justice and 
Lord Chancellor  
from both houses of 
parliament.

Etonians last week

FIGURE IT OUT

£5.4 BILLION
in British corporate 
taxes avoided by 
companies declaring 
profits abroad

50%
increase compared to 
previous government 
forecasts, according 
to newly published 
estimates from British 
tax authorities

A rising tide lifts all yachts



Tories caught in a torrent 
of new harassment claims 
by SADIE ROBINSON

AT THE star t  of  th is  week  
15 current government ministers 
and over 20 more Tory MPs faced 
allegations of sexual misconduct.

MPs are accused of sexual harass-
ment, including of researchers, and 
other offences.

A group of current and former par-
liamentary researchers drew up the 
list of nearly 40 Tory MPs. 

One said, “If half of them face alle-
gations and have to stand down it 
could bring down the government.”

The growing scandal goes right to 
the top of the Tory party. On Monday 
defence secretary Michael Fallon 
admitted “inappropriate behaviour” 
towards a female journalist.

An aide to Theresa May has 
claimed May receives weekly updates 
about Tory MPs’ misconduct—and 
allows ministers accused to serve in 
her cabinet. 

The aide said the updates, given 
by Tory chief whip Gavin Williamson, 
are known as the “ins and outs” chats. 
“Theresa just sits there and doesn’t 
say much,” they added.

Abuse
Another Downing Street source 
said Tory officials treat allega-
tions of abuse as they do an 
affair with a consenting adult—
“a bit of a laugh”.

International trade min-
ister Mark Garnier 
and former welfare 
secretary Stephen 
Crabb were the first 
to be named.

Garnier admitted 
asking his secretary 
to buy sex toys and 
calling her “sugar 
tits”.

H e  s a i d  h i s 
actions did “look like 
dinosaur behaviour” but 

insisted, “It absolutely does 
not constitute harassment.”

Crabb admitted send-
ing explicit messages to a 
19 year old job applicant.

The Tories are already in 
crisis over Brexit, May’s lead-
ership and the looming budget 

on 22 November (see 
right). 

The abuse scan-
dal has severely 
deepened that 
crisis. 

But the alle-
gations aren’t 
limited to Tory 
MPs.

At least four 
L a b o u r  M P s 

have also been 

accused of harassing women. The 
Labour Party suspended Sheffield 
Hallam MP Jared O’Mara after he 
was found to have made racist and 
sexist comments.

It comes after Labour MP Clive 
Lewis told an audience member at 
a fringe event at Labour’s confer-
ence this year to “get on your knees, 
bitch”.

The scandal shows up the deeply 
sexist and oppressive culture that 
exists in parliament (see page 5). 

And there is a widespread failure 
to take abuse seriously or to address 
the roots in a wider sexist society.

For instance, cabinet minis-
ter Michael Gove has compared 
the abuse and rape of women by 
Hollywood director Harvey Weinstein 
to being interviewed. He told Radio 

4 presenter John Humphrys that 
being interviewed by him was “a bit 
like going into Harvey Weinstein’s 
bedroom”.

He added, “You just pray that you 
emerge with your dignity intact.” 
Gove was later forced to apologise.

May has called for a “mediation 
service” to deal with the allegations. 

She had resisted pressure to 
remove the Tory whip from Crabb 
and to dismiss Garnier as Socialist 
Worker went to press on Tuesday. 

But rightly with more allega-
tions—and names—emerging, the 
Tories’ crisis will only grow.
 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

STEPHEN CRABB is one of the MPs who has admitted wrongdoing 

Mark Garnier

Hammond  
faces big 
problems 
in budget 
GROWING pressure to 
put more money into 
public services could force 
chancellor Philip Hammond 
to scrap a pledge to eliminate 
the deficit.

The Financial Times 
newspaper reported this 
week that Hammond “is 
under significant political 
pressure to abandon the  
1 percent pay cap and delay 
the rollout of universal 
credit”.

It added that some 
services “are struggling to 
cope with their budgets”.

Refusing demands for 
extra funding risks increasing 
the anger towards the 
government. 

But giving more money 
wrecks the Tories’ claims to 
be cutting debt—and could 
also spark more demands.

The Tories may also be 
forced to impose a budget 
on Northern Ireland, after a 
breakdown in its government.

Theresa May had promised 
the Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) £1 billion so that 
the DUP would back up the 
Tories in parliament. 

Now the Tories may 
withhold that money, putting 
the deal in jeopardy.

Labour and the unions 
should be seizing on the 
Tories’ crisis. Unfortunately 
London Labour mayor Sadiq 
Khan’s main demand is for 
more money for the cops. 

And while some unions, 
such as the PCS and UCU, 
are moving towards ballots 
for pay strikes (see page 22), 
it’s nowhere near the level of 
resistance needed.

The Tories are weak and 
getting weaker. Their attacks 
can be beaten—if our side 
fights back.

IN THIS WEEK

 1517
Luther sets off  
the Reformation
THE GERMAN priest and 
scholar Martin Luther 
released his 95 “theses” 
attacking the Catholic 
Church hierachy.

Because of changes 
taking place in society 
at the time it triggered a 
period of extraordinary 
social upheaval.
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 Only mass  
 movement  
 can push 
  Spain onto 
 back foot 
by DAVE SEWELL 

A TUMULTUOUS week in the 
struggle over Catalonia saw 
a declaration of independence  
followed by the imposition of 
direct rule by the Spanish state.

The initiative was firmly in the 
hands of Spanish Tory prime min-
ister Mariano Rajoy as Socialist 
Worker went to press on Tuesday. 
This was due to leading Catalan pol-
iticians’ indecision and cowardice.

There is still potential to turn the 
situation around as the movement 
that stopped Rajoy’s attempt to 
outlaw the 1 October independence 
referendum has not been defeated. 

Only resistance from below, cen-
tred on working class organisation, 
can win. 

Catalonia’s parliament declared 
independence last Friday. Spanish 
MPs immediately gave Rajoy 
powers, under Article 155 of the 
constitution, to impose direct rule. 

He dissolved the Catalan devolved 
government and parliament for snap 
elections on 21 December.

Rebellion  
And Spanish authorities announced 
on Monday that they were bringing 
charges of “rebellion” against inde-
pendence leaders. 

Catalan government workers 
formed a “human chain” outside 
the main government building in 
Girona. Silvia Rispau, one of the 
organisers, told Socialist Worker, 
“We held a mass assembly last week.

“It passed a manifesto saying that 
we are not afraid of Article 155 and 
remain faithful to the legality of the 
Catalan parliament.”

A few ministers did go into work 
for part of the day as expected. 

But parliament’s leaders accepted 
its dissolution and deposed Catalan 
president Carles Puigdemont fled to 
Brussels with half of his government. 
Silvia said, “I’d expected that the 
government would refuse to comply 
with Article 155 and pass decrees to 
establish a republic. Then we could 
implement it in the streets.

“We have put plans for strikes 

and blockades on the table. But the 
actions of the government are so 
erratic that we do not know what 
to do.” 

The biggest unions opposed the 
declaration of independence and 
ruled out strikes this week. Smaller 
unions that support independence 
then suspended their own strike call. 

But this isn’t set in stone. After 
Rajoy’s repression of the referendum 
even the big, anti-independence 
unions joined the call for a general 
strike in outrage.

There’s nothing inherently pro-
gressive about nationalism, Catalan 
or Spanish.

But Catalan independence must 
be defended. It would be a blow to 
the rotten European establishment, 
and create a space for ordinary 
people to have a say about what 
would replace Spanish rule. 

The self-activity of masses of 
working class people would make it 
worth fighting for—and that’s now 
the only force capable of making it 
happen.

TIMELINE 
lCatalans voted for 
independence on 1 October 
l Catalan president Carles 
Puigdemont suspended 
independence seven seconds 
after declaring it on 10 October 
l Puigdemont tried to call new 
elections last Thursday in a bid to 
appease the Spanish government
l The parliament declared 
independence last Friday and then 
the Spanish state dissolved it.
lPuigdemont fled to Belgium on 
Monday PEOPLE WILL have to stay on the streets to defeat the Spanish state  

Puigdemont unsuccessfully seeks 
compromise with Spanish state
CATALONIA’S parliament has 
meekly accepted fresh elections 
imposed by Spanish prime 
minister Mariano Rajoy. The aim 
of the elections is to overturn 
the democratic mandate of 
the 1 October independence 
referendum.  

And Catalan president Carles 
Puigdemont had even tried to 
call them himself in a bid to 
appease Rajoy (see right). 

At a press conference in 
Brussels on Tuesday, Puigdemont 
said he would recognise the 
elections. But he accepted that 
the elections went down badly 
with neighbourhood Committees 
to Defend the Republic (CDR). 

Student Marina Morante was 
part of a CDR which occupied a 
polling station to keep it open in 
the Barcelona neighbourhood of 
Nou Barris.

“If the Spanish government 
had agreed to withdraw Article 
155 in return for new elections, 
the mandate of 1 October would 
have been reduced to nothing,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 

Some Catalan parties have 

presented the elections as 
an opportunity to gain more 
pro‑independence MPs.

But Sergi Sabria from the ERC 
party, which was part of the 
governing coalition, called the 
“illegitimate elections” a “trap”. 

And Marina said, “These 
elections are the best bet of 
the Spanish state to restore 
constitutional order in Catalonia.

“The only reason repression 
has not begun in Catalonia is that 
the state is aware people would 

not swallow the elections if it 
did.This shows us that to accept 
the elections is to go backwards.”

The anti‑capitalist, 
pro‑independence CUP was 
discussing its position on the 
elections as Socialist Worker 
went to press. 

Puigdemont’s strategy since 
1 October was to make any 
concession in order to win the 
right to negotiate with Rajoy, 
preferably with mediation from 
the European Union (EU). But 
the EU has shown itself to be the 
enemy of Catalan independence. 

The kindest interpretation of 
Puigdemont’s strategy is that he’s 
exposing the unreasonableness 
of his opponents. 

The truth is simpler. Marina 
said, “They were looking for any 
opportunity to avoid applying the 
popular mandate. 

“The independence movement 
can shake the elites. 

“Let’s not forget that our 
supposed allies are part of these 
elites, and that they are willing 
to do anything to keep their 
privileges.”

Threatened—Carles Puigdemont 
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Pablo Iglesias

U-turn by government 
shows power of masses
MUCH OF the focus 
has been on the 
manoeuvres of 
Catalan and Spanish 
politicians, reducing 
the masses to 
bystanders.

But a rapid U-turn 
by Puigdemont last 
week showed the 
effect of mobilisations 
from below.

Responding to an 
offer of mediation 
by his Basque 
counterpart and a 
group of Catalan 
bosses, he attempted 
to call elections.

An announcement 
was scheduled, and 
some of his MPs even 
announced they were 
resigning ready to 
contest the elections.

There was 
immediate outrage on 
social media. More 
importantly, tens of 
thousands of students 
were protesting in 
Barcelona as part of 
a two-day student 
strike against Spanish 
repression. Marina 
told Socialist Worker, 
“Everyone was very 
angry when we 
heard the news. We 
went to the central 
square, Plaza de 
Sant Jaume, to watch 
Puigdemont speak. 

People were shouting, 
‘Independent republic,’ 
and, ‘Puigdemont 
resign!’”

Puigdemont 
cancelled his 
announcement and 
opened the door for 
parliament to declare 
independence.

David Karvala of 
Barcelona-based 
socialist group 
Marx21 described 
the declaration of 
independence as “a 
product of decades 
of social struggles in 
Catalonia”. 

 “Many people 
hearing the 
declaration of 
independence cried. 
Some have been 

fighting for this for 
decades,” he wrote 
in Socialist Worker 
online last week. 

“People have gone 
to prison. In 1992 
before the Olympic 
Games in Barcelona, 
the authorities 
put hundreds of 
independence 
supporters in prison 
without trial to get 
them out of the way.

“Even now, 
Jordi Sanchez and 
Jordi Cuixart, the 
leaders of the two 
main independence 
campaigns are in 
prison awaiting trial 
for ‘sedition’.”
Read David’s article at 
bit.ly/2yZxeGN

Celebrating independence  Picture: FotoMoviMiento

Left split on independence
MOST OF the Spanish 
left opposes Catalan 
independence. The 
Labour-type Socialists 
have lined up with the 
Tories.

And the Communist 
Party-led United 
Left, and newer 
party Podemos, 
have tried to oppose 
both the repression 
and the moves to 
independence.

They don’t want to 
risk losing votes by 
supporting an issue 
that’s unpopular with 
many in the rest of the 

Spanish state. 
And their strategy 

for winning change 
involves running the 
state—so they don’t 
want to weaken it.

The Catalan 
left’s largest forces 

are strongly for 
independence. This 
has caused tensions 
in Podem, the Catalan 
section of Podemos. 
Podemos’s leaders 
took over Podem on 
Monday. 

Podem couldn’t 
guarantee that its 
MPs had voted 
against independence 
and didn’t rule out 
boycotting the election. 
Podemos leader Pablo 
Iglesias forced it to 
ballot its supporters 
on joining an anti-
independence left bloc.

Repression boosts fascists
THOUSANDS of 
people marched 
against fascism in 
Valencia on Saturday. 

Fascists had 
attacked a march on 
9 October celebrating 
the national day of the 
Valencia region.

Valencia speaks a 
dialect of Catalan. 

Spanish unity 
demonstrations called 
by the mainstream 
right against Catalan 
independence have 
given fascist groups a 
platform. 

And organisers’ 
refusal to denounce 
the fascists has given 
them new legitimacy.

The far right hasn’t 
had the breakthrough 
in the Spanish state 
that it has elsewhere 
in Europe. 

But the repression 
and nationalism being 
wielded against the 
Catalan independence 
movement risks 
changing that.
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

TORY SCUM FLOATS ON 
TOP OF A SEXIST SOCIETY

 A
LLEGATIONS of serious 
sexual harassment and 
abuse by MPs have 
shone a light on the 
sexism which lies at the 

heart of our society. 
They come soon after the 

revelations about Harvey Weinstein 
and others in Hollywood.

In both parliament and the film 
industry there’s a culture where 
“everybody knows” what goes on, 
but it remorselessly continues. 

Powerful individuals can ruin 
someone’s career with a sacking or 
by spreading rumours about them.

The price of speaking out is 
often very high.

Sexual harassment and abuse 
are not confined to the Tories. 

Trades Union Congress 
research suggests that more than 
half of women have experienced 
sexual harassment at work. 

And in a deeply sexist society, 
sexual harassment is something 
most women experience at some 
point in their lives.

Now even the Tory leader of 
the House of Commons Andrea 
Leadsom has admitted, “Make no 
mistake, there is a need for change.”

Every instance of sexist 
behaviour should be challenged, 
and people who make complaints 

need to be taken seriously and 
treated with respect. 

Trade unions should demand 
that every workplace becomes 
a zero tolerance zone—and 
force employers to take the issue 
seriously.

The change we need won’t 
come from the Tories. 

It was former Tory prime 
minister David Cameron who told 
Labour MP Angela Eagle to “calm 
down dear” during a Commons 
debate. 

Right wing attitudes, shared 
unfortunately by some in Labour 
and the trade unions, are rooted 
in the defence of a society where 
women are not equal.

On Tuesday new figures showed 

that Britain registered the biggest 
increase in the gender pay gap in 
Europe in 2015. 

Capitalism produces this 
inequality and the ideological 
justifications for it.

When men act in a sexist way 
they have to be challenged. But 
the root cause of sexism is not 
individual men and reactionary 
ideas they may have about women.

In fact many men reject sexist 
ideas and would certainly not 
behave in the way that seems to 
be acceptable in the House of 
Commons.

The root of oppression is the 
way society is organised.

The fight is therefore not just 
for workplaces free of sexual 
harassment—crucial though 
that is—but also for women’s 
liberation.

Capitalism needs to reproduce 
the workforce, and the most 
effective way it has found to do 
that is through the family. This is at 
the heart of women’s oppression.

From this flows attitudes and 
practices that keep women down.

Both working class women and 
men have an interest in smashing 
the system that maintains 
women’s oppression and divides 
working class people.

SAVING SCOTTISH LABOUR
R ECOVERY FOR Labour in 

Scotland is a real possibility. 
The race for the leadership 

of Scottish Labour reflects why.
Corbyn-backed candidate 

Richard Leonard has received 
far more support from party 
members than his opponent. 

Anas Sarwar is backed mostly 
by other Labour politicians.

It’s the same split that led to 
Corbyn’s election as leader in 
2015. In Scotland ordinary Labour 
supporters have shown they want 
a left wing party.

The Labour establishment 
always preferred a party that backs 
austerity-lite, war and pandering to 
racism. In Scotland the leadership 
made opposition to independence 
central—at a time when it was 
seen as a blow to politics as usual.

Lining up with the Tories against 
independence caused Scottish 
Labour’s collapse. The general 
election has forced it to adapt.

Previous Scottish leader Kezia 
Dugdale held Labour back by 
focusing on the Scottish National 
Party instead of the Tories. But 

Corbyn’s anti-austerity message 
meant Labour regained support.

Now Sarwar sounds closer to 
Corbyn than Dugdale ever did.

But he’s still the right’s man. 
Victory for Leonard could 

help Scottish Labour on the 
road to recovery, but it won’t 
be enough. Central issues from 
the independence referendum—
scrapping Trident and ending 
cuts pushed by Scottish Labour 
councils—are still live.

They have to be part of a left 
wing Labour programme too.

Capitalism needs 
to reproduce the 
workforce, and it 
does this through 
the family

‘‘ 
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PORTERS AT the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital were set to walk out for three days from Thursday. The 
Unison union members are fighting plans to go from eight to 12-hour shifts. Sign their petition at bit.ly/2yIyGyO 

 Fiasco of ‘AirBnB’ NHS plan  
 reveals crisis in social care
TORY HEALTH minister 
Philip Dunne waded in 
behind a dangerous plan 
to deal with the shortage of 
hospital beds on Monday. 

A backlash had forced 
Southend Hospital in Essex 
and new start-up company 
CareRooms to back off from 
a social care pilot scheme.

The “AirBnB-style” scheme 
would have seen patients 
recovering from surgery 
put up in people’s spare 
bedrooms.

Just two days after the 
news broke, bosses at 
Southend Hospital said they 
had “no intention to sup-
port the pilot at this time”. 
But Dunne said he “wouldn’t 
immediately reject it”.

“We can’t close our minds 
to looking at new ways of 
doing things,” he said in a 
radio interview.

Budgets
The episode exposes the 
Tories’ assault on health and 
social care budgets. 

After an operation or treat-
ment in hospital, patients are 
meant to be discharged onto 
a social care package. 

But budget cuts mean 
there aren’t the social care 
packages available. 

On some days up to 6,000 
patients are in beds when 
they don’t need to be in hos-
pital. This is labelled as “bed 

blocking”. The number of 
beds has fallen by 157,000 
since 1987, including a 10 
percent reduction since 2010.

But there is also a fight-
back against Tory budget cuts 
and privatisation.

Around  200  peop le 
marched in Barnsley, South 
Yorkshire, last Saturday 
against plans that could see 
maternity services axed at 
their local hospital. 

The plans are an early 
sign of the Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs) 
that aim to slash £22 billion 
from the NHS by 2020. 

Opposition from health 

campaigners forced some 
local, mainly Labour-run, 
authorities to refuse to sign 
off on the STPs. To get around 
this the Tories are now trying 
to trial Accountable Care 
Systems (ACS) in eight areas 
as part of the plans. 

Both STPs and ACSs are 
shams that talk of “integrat-
ing” health and social care 
without tackling the problem 
of underfunding.

Fighting
Labour has promised to halt 
the STPs and “renationalise” 
the NHS. But fighting to save 
the health service cannot wait 
for another general election. 

A key opportunity to build 
a fight will be the Health 
Campaigns Together (HCT) 
national conference in west 
London this Saturday.

It will bring together cam-
paigners and trade unionists 
from across England. HCT 
organised the 200,000-strong 
demonstration in March.  

There was also an impor-
tant shift in the Unison 
union, as members defeated 
the leadership’s position of 
not opposing the STPs at its 
annual conference in April.

Unison could also still 
organise a strike ballot to 
demand above inflation pay 
deals for NHS workers.

Now union leaders will 
have to be pushed to call the 
sort of action—particularly 
strikes—that can repel the 
Tories’ attacks on the NHS. 

Hospital’s Grenfell link
HEALTH campaigners 
were set to protest this 
Wednesday against 
north London hospital 
bosses’ plans to work 
with a firm linked to the 
Grenfell Tower fire.  

Whittington Hospital 
bosses are looking to 
revamp the site through 
a Strategic Estates 
Partnership with Ryhurst. 

Ryhurst is a subsidiary 
of Rydon, the main 
contractor that carried 
out refurbishment 
work on the Grenfell 
Tower block in west 
London before the 

blaze that killed over 
80 people in June. 

The deal between 
hospital bosses and 
Ryhurst was agreed 
three days before the 
fire. It was agreed 
in a private part of a 
public board meeting. 

Shirley Franklin, 
Defend the Whittington 
Hospital Coalition chair, 
said, “Do you really 
think that the decision to 
use a Rydon subsidiary 
to manage and profit 
from the estates 
strategy is a morally 
acceptable plan?”

ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

The real threats to 
academic freedom
WAS THE Heaton-Harris affair just a storm in a teacup? 
Christopher Heaton-Harris is the pro-Leave Tory whip 
who wrote to university vice-chancellors asking for 
information about “professors involved in the teaching of 
European affairs, with particular reference to Brexit”.

He rightly attracted a storm of criticism. Sally Hunt of the 
University and College Union said “this attempt to compile 
a hit-list of professors has the acrid whiff of McCarthyism 
about it.” Chris Patten, the Tory chancellor of Oxford 
University, called it “idiotic Leninism”.

Theresa May rapidly disowned Heaton-Harris. Her office 
said, “Free speech is one of the foundations on which our 
universities are built and of course it should be respected.”

Higher education minister Jo Johnson rushed onto the 
BBC’s Today programme to reaffirm the government’s 
commitment to academic freedom. Universities, he said, “are 
autonomous and private institutions, largely, and we are 
deeply respectful of that”. We’ll come back to that “largely”.

Heaton-Harris hadn’t the guts to defend his intervention. 
No doubt it reflected Brexiteers’ paranoia that their victory 
in last year’s vote will be stolen. But just because you’re 
paranoid doesn’t mean that no one’s plotting against you. 

I must have been one of the very few professors of 
European Studies to have voted against the European Union 
(EU). In my experience academics specialising in the EU 
tend to identify with the project of deepening EU integration.

There is an element of material self-interest here. The 
European Commission has used its Jean Monnet Programme 
of sponsored professorships, centres and courses to promote 
research supportive of the EU.

But this isn’t the main reason why so many academics 
oppose Brexit. British universities have benefitted more 
broadly from EU research funding and from the inflow of 
talent that free movement has encouraged.

Academics fear that Brexit will undermine all this. Most 
also mistakenly value the EU as a progressive institution.

Repugnant
The idea of Brexiteers meddling in academic teaching and 
research to promote what Heaton-Harris called “an open and 
vigorous debate on Brexit” is repugnant. But no one should 
look to the Tory government to defend academic freedom.

A few days before the Heaton-Harris row blew up, 
Johnson threatened to fine, suspend, or even deregister 
universities that fail to defend free speech. 

His target was student campaigns seeking to challenge the 
racism, sexism, and homophobia that are deeply embedded 
in universities as they are in the rest of British society.

This isn’t the only government attempt to control debate 
in the “largely” “autonomous and private” universities. The 
Prevent “anti-radicalisation” programme has for several 
years been used to monitor and sometimes ban political 
activity among students—particularly Muslim students.

In some ways most sinister is the government’s attempt 
to turn academics into instruments of the Border Agency. 
Universities receiving licences to take students from outside 
the EU on what are called Tier 4 visas must closely supervise 
these students. Academics may find their class attendance 
registers becoming evidence used to justify deportations.

These examples reveal the limits of the usual justification 
of academic freedom—that universities pursue knowledge 
for its own sake. Universities are institutions of capitalist 
society that provide it with skilled labour power, useful 
research, and intellectual legitimation. Therefore all the 
antagonisms of that society—economic, social, political, and 
ideological—run through them.

This has always been true, but is getting worse. This is 
partly because of the efforts at government regulation I’ve 
described. More fundamentally, universities in Britain are 
now businesses striving to expand by attracting research 
funding, increasingly from corporations, and by teaching 
ever larger numbers of students. The dominant university 
culture of target-driven management is deeply demoralising.

This doesn’t mean that the study, research and debate 
that go on in universities aren’t of great value. But they will 
only be defended and strengthened through struggle against 
the pressures to subordinate them to capitalist priorities. 
Students, academics, and other university workers will have 
to organise and unite to wage this struggle.

Strike

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

Marching in Barnsley
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 Report into deaths in custody  
 needs to go further for justice
A long-awaited investigation into incidents in police custody highlights problems in the 
police force, but it doesn’t go far enough in looking for solutions, writes Alistair Farrow
A MUCH delayed report of a 
review into deaths and incidents 
in police custody was released 
on Monday. 

Carried out by Dame Elish 
Angiolini, it makes 110 recommen-
dations about the ways in which 
the system could change, but offers 
little insight into how.

For example, the report acknowl-
edges that there has never been a 
successful manslaughter conviction 
of a police officer in relation to a 
death in custody. Yet it offers little 
guidance for how a manslaughter 
conviction could be achieved. 

It sets out steps which could lead 
to a conviction such as interviewing 
cops under caution more frequently. 

That would be welcome—as 
would having a dedicated investi-
gation unit into deaths in custody 
staffed by only investigators “from 
a non-police background”.

But even such measures leave 
untouched the institutional bias 
that protects police whenever there 
is a death. 

The report suggests changes to 
how the IPCC watchdog runs. But 
the IPCC needs to be shut down, 
not reformed—it has proven it is 
not independent and is incapable 
of holding cops to account. 

In response to a recommendation 
that it “address discrimination issues 
robustly”, the IPCC responded, “All 
our operational staff have under-
taken training on personal bias and 
discrimination.” 

Conceded
Speaking in the House of Commons 
on Monday the minister for cops 
Nick Hurd gave little away. 

The most he conceded to the 
report was to say the Tories will 
“implement legislation later this 
year to extend the disciplinary 
system to former officers”.

Nevertheless the report gives 
campaigners another weapon in the 
fight for justice. 

Two days before the report was 
released hundreds of people joined 
the annual United Families and 
Friends Campaign (UFFC) march 
in central London on Saturday. 

It provided a reminder of the 
brutal reality behind the sanitised 
responses to the report.

Mohammed Yaqub is the father 
of Yassar Yaqub, killed by the police 
in January of this year in a hard stop 
operation on the M62 motorway.

He told Socialist Worker, “Three 
shots from a rifle and he was taken 
from our lives. We’re never going to 
stop fighting.”

Kadisha Brown-Burrell, sister of 
Kingsley Burrell who died after he 
came into contact with police in 

Birmingham, told Socialist Worker, 
“They can make all the recommen-
dations they want but unless they’re 
acted on it won’t mean anything.”

Becky Shah from the Justice for 
Hillsborough campaign addressed 
the UFFC march. “It’s not just the 
police,” she said. “It’s the IPCC, 
it’s the government, it’s the judici-
ary and the immigration detention 
centres.”

The recommendations made in 
the Angiolini review won’t chal-
lenge the British state—they can be 
ignored. Political organisation com-
bined with campaigning can push 
for something closer to real justice.

On other pages...
Racist lies fuel brutal attack 
in Leicester >>Page 24

HUNDREDS MARCHED on the annual United Families and Friends demonstration Pictures: Guy smallman

Winter appeal for Calais 
STAND UP To Racism 
(SUTR) activists went to 
volunteer with refugees in 
northern France last week. 

Working with the charity 
Care4Calais, they helped 
organise aid donations and 
distribute aid among refugees 
scattered around France.

Activist Andy Brown told 
Socialist Worker, “The police 
are very active in moving 
people on from wherever 
they are, confiscating their 
sleeping bags or spraying 
them with chemicals.”

A new report, based on 
interviews with refugees 
in their native languages, 
warned of increasing police 
violence and conditions 
that lead to severe physical 
and mental health risks.

SUTR’s winter appeal 
continues. But the only way 
to end the refugee crisis 
at Britain’s border is to 
fight for the right to safe, 
legal passage across it.
For details and materials about the 
SUTR winter appeal go to  
standuptoracism.org.uk

ANTI-RACISM

 FLA tries to  
 build support  
 in  Scotland
THE FOOTBALL Lads Alliance 
(FLA) is trying to spread its 
organisation to Scotland.

The FLA had a march of 
thousands in London on  
7 October which featured viciously 
Islamophobic speeches. 

Since then it has backed 
marches by far right groups.

FLA founder John Meighan flew 
into Glasgow last weekend saying 
that he hoped to unite fans of 

Scotland’s biggest clubs including 
Celtic, Rangers, Hearts and Hibs.

Stand Up To Racism Scotland 
said, “Within the ranks of the FLA 
are neo-Nazis who are trying to 
create a racist street movement. 

“Stand Up To Racism is 
organising to leaflet football 
grounds all over Scotland to warn 
football fans of the dangers that 
the FLA presents.”

Others are also concerned 
about the FLA. Labour MP Ian 
Murray said, “The extension of 
this group into Scotland is a real 
concern.

“I would encourage all football 
supporters and the wider 
community in Scotland to shun 
this racist organisation that 
is operating under the veil of 
reasonableness.”

The FLA said it will join 
Veterans Against Terrorism at a 
march in Edinburgh on  
25 November. This is the day 
of the Scottish TUC’s annual 
anti-racism march in Glasgow. 
Anti-racists will ensure there is a 
positive anti-racist alternative to 
the FLA.

FLA founder John Meighan 
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 FBI inquiry  
 piles more  
 pressure  
 onto Trump
The crisis for Trump exposes the 
hypocrisy that runs deep within the 
US ruling class, says Alistair Farrow

THE PRESSURE on racist, sexist 
US president Donald Trump was 
growing as Socialist Worker went 
to press on Tuesday.

An FBI inquiry into potential 
Russian involvement in the US 
presidential election campaign 
has begun ordering people to turn 
themselves in for questioning.

Paul Manafort, Trump’s former 
campaign manager, was ordered 
to report to federal authorities on 
Monday. Manafort’s home was 
raided by inquiry chief Robert 
Mueller’s team in July.

Manafort has been charged with 
money laundering, tax fraud and 
foreign lobbying violations. His 
business partner Rick Gates was 
also ordered to turn himself in on 
Monday.

Manafort and Gates are charged 
with keeping £56 million from the 
former president of Ukraine, Viktor 
Yanukovych. They allegedly used 
the money to enrich themselves 
and lobby for Ukrainian interests in 
Washington. However, none of their 
charges relate directly to Russia.

Enter George Papadopoulos, 
a former Trump foreign policy 
adviser. By Monday evening he 
had been indicted and had pleaded 
guilty to lying to the FBI about his 
relationship with Russian agents.

Sealed
His plea agreement indicates that 
Papadopoulos pleaded guilty on 
5 October. The agreement has 
remained sealed since then in 
order to maintain his ability to be a  
“proactive co-operator.” 

This raises the possibility he 
could have been wearing a wire in 
the White House since then.

The plea agreement also reveals 
that the Trump campaign had 
knowledge of the hacked Hillary 
Clinton campaign emails before 
they became publicly available.

Mueller’s strategy is to obtain 
confessions from lower level min-
ions and to use their evidence to 
bring down the big beasts further 
up the food chain. 

The case has exposed the 

hypocrisy that runs deep within the 
US ruling class. 

Last week news broke that 
Democrats funded the investiga-
tion into Trump which produced 
the infamous report by former 
MI5 agent Christopher Steele on 
Trump’s ties with Russia.

Clinton’s campaign and the 
Democratic National Committee 
(DNC) had engaged a law firm 
which paid private investiga-
tion firm Fusion GPS to carry out 
research. This later formed a large 
part of Steele’s report. 

Republican senators have called 
for John Podesta, Clinton’s cam-
paign chair, to be hauled before 
the inquiry along with Debbie 
Wasserman Schultz. She was head 
of the DNC at the time.

“It’s difficult to imagine that a 
campaign chairman, that the head 
of the DNC would not know of an 
expenditure of this magnitude and 
significance,” said Republican sena-
tor Susan Collins. 

Repub l i can  webs i t e  The 
Washington Free Beacon also 
paid the Fusion GPS to investi-
gate Trump. It stopped shortly 
before Trump became the official 
Republican presidential nominee. 

BACK STORY
The FBI is investigating alleged 
Russian involvement in the US 
presidential election
lIt has begun to order people to 
report for questioning
lThey include Trump’s former 
campaign manager Paul 
Manafort
lHe has been charged with 
allegations including tax fraud 
not relating directly to Russia
lThe Democrats funded a 
previous investigation into 
alleged Russian ties to Trump

 Democrat supporters want to go left
THE DEMOCRATS have twisted 
and turned to find someone 
else to blame for their failures 
after Hillary Clinton’s car crash 
presidential election campaign.

They have settled on an 
obvious choice—Trump and his 
alleged ties to Russia. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
working class people have 
mobilised against Trump on 
the streets. They have joined 
Women’s Marches and anti-
racist protests.

But the Democrats want 
to get rid of Trump through 
legal manoeuvres rather than 
appealing to those people.

That would mean moving to 
the left, something the party’s 
leadership is desperate to avoid. 

Last month Tom Perez, the 
Democratic National Committee 
chair, purged the committee 
of left winger Bernie Sanders’ 
allies. 

But this approach is at odds 
with the attitude of the majority 
of Democratic supporters. 

A Harvard-Harris poll released 
last month showed that Sanders 
remains the most popular 
politician in the US. 

It also found that 52 percent 
of US citizens would like to 
see “movements within the 
Democratic Party to take it even 
further to the left and oppose 
the current Democratic leaders”.

The case has shown up both 
the inertia of the Democrats and 
the rot at the top of US society.

 Anti-fascists on the streets
ANTI-RACISTS and  
anti-fascists 
confronted the far 
right in two Tennessee 
towns last weekend.

“White Lives 
Matter” protests were 
called by a number of 
groups. 

Some were present 
in Charlottesville for 
protests earlier this 
year in which  
anti-racist Heather 
Heyer was killed. 

The protests in 

Shelbyville and 
Murfreesboro were 
called by the umbrella 
Nationalist Front 
organisation. 

Its affiliated 
organisations include 
the League of the 
South, Traditionalist 
Worker Party, National 
Socialist Movement 
and Vanguard 
America. 

All of these are 
listed as “neo-Nazi” 
or “neo-Confederate” 

groups by the 
Southern Poverty Law 
Centre.

Around 300 racists 
and fascists turned 
out in Shelbyville. 
They were met by 
hundreds of  
anti-fascists.

A fascist rally in 
Murfreesboro was 
called off after the 
Sheriff’s department 
said up to 1,000 
counter-protesters 
came out to oppose it. 

PAUL MANAFORT, Donald Trump’s former campaign manager, has been hauled in for FBI questioning 

Former candidate Hillary Clinton

FIGURE IT OUT

53%
of Americans have a favourable 
view of left winger Bernie 
Sanders—he topped the poll

56%
have an unfavourable view 
of Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton—they topped that poll

52%
want the Democrats to move 
further to the left

On other pages...
Britain’s crime against Palestine,  
100 years on >>Pages 18&19
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Benn shows 
up the right’s 
weaknesses
STAFF IN the UCU union at 
my workplace, Leeds 
University, were on strike 
for three days recently over 
management’s attempts to 
introduce new formulations 
into the rule book. 

They want to introduce 
the phrase “some other 
substantial reason” as a 
ground for dismissing staff. 

At the end of lively 
picket lines each morning 
we held a rally at the front 
of the university. 

On the last day Hilary 
Benn MP unexpectedly 
turned up. 

We offered him the 
megaphone and he 
addressed our rally, he then 
joined us for a photo next 
to our union banner. 

Not only is this a sign of 
the impact of Jeremy 

Corbyn and the Momentum  
movement. Benn is a 
Blairite but he has clearly 
judged that, to be selected 
for his Leeds Central 
constituency again, he needs 
to be seen at protests. 

Lesley McGorrigan
Campaigns officer,  

Leeds University UCU

Debating 
Catalonia
I CANNOT think of a 
single reason to support 
the Catalans, a rich 
community that wishes 
to shrug off its poorer 
neighbours. In what way 
are they oppressed?

Mike Brogden
On Facebook

CATALONIA suffered 
massively under Franco. 
Today most Catalan 
socialists I know do not 
buy into the narrative 
of dumping the poorer 
parts of Spain.

Tony Ratcliff
On Facebook

IF THE referendum had 
gone ahead it would 
have been very close, 
probably a no vote 
according to polls. 

Spanish prime 
minister Rajoy could 
have allowed it and 
maybe set up a 
constitutional court to 
reconsider the issue of 
referenda. 

Instead he sent the 
police in to beat people 
up. After that almost 
everyone wanted out.

Lynne White 
On Facebook

Universal 
Credit is a con
UNIVERSAL Credit (UC) 
is a serious attack on all 
but the rich. 

People in work with 
a decent wage could 
need to claim it if they 
become unemployed or 
fall sick. 

Job Seekers 
Allowance and most 
Employment and 
Support Allowance 
claims are only payable 
for limited periods 
before you are means 
tested.

It is not just be 
unemployed people who 
will be victims of UC. 

We all need to make 
sure UC is completely 
scrapped like the Poll 
Tax.

Dean Smith
Totnes

The NHS is 
for all of us
I READ with alarm your 
report that hospitals 
are to start charging 
migrants up-front for 
healthcare (Socialist 
Worker, 25 October).

We can’t allow the 
racist and bigoted Tories 
to divide us. 

The NHS should be 
free for everyone and 
properly funded and 
resourced.

Phil Jones
Bristol

Just a 
thought...

Blairite warmonger Hilary Benn joins the picket line 

May’s cap 
con trick
THERESA MAY’S decision to 
scrap the housing benefit 
cap should not be congratu-
lated. It should never have 
been proposed in the first 
place. 

The announcement of 
the cap resulted in plans to 
build over 7,000 supported 
homes being scrapped.

Often the only option 
local authorities offer people 
is private renting outside the 
borough.

And May’s U-turn offers 
no hope to many. There 
need to be rent caps on 
private landlords and the 
hated Housing and Planning 
Act must be scrapped.

What we really need is a 
massive programme of 
social house building for all.

Morag Gillie
North London

Fighting the 
demolition
PEOPLE ON the College 
Bank estate in Rochdale 
where I live have been 
organising against the 
proposed redevelopment of 
parts of the estate. 

There are 761 properties 
and we’ve got almost  
600 signatures of residents. 

Rochdale Borough 
Housing (RBH) calls itself a 
mutual with an elected 
talking shop. Above it is a 
board of directors which has 
real control.

There will be planning 
applications for the 
development. But if RBH 
doesn’t get its way it can 
appeal it. 

We are looking to have a 
meeting in the town hall 
with councillors and the MP.

Robin Parker 
Rochdale

Stand Up To Racism 
conference inspires
I thought Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) conference 
this year was really good. 

I went to the talk on 
Black Lives Matter—it was 
very powerful. 

I got a sense of the stuff 
happening behind the 
scenes of the news stories 
you read. 

It was great to hear 
people speak about the 
solidarity they’ve received 
and what they’ve been 
doing to fight against the 
police and the legal system. 

The whole day was very 
empowering and I came out 

feeling we can do 
something. 

At Sheffield Hallam 
we’ve been having 
fortnightly SUTR organising 
meetings and stalls every 
week we’re not meeting. 

We had a Love Music 
Hate Racism event as well.

We’ve had a lot of 
interest, more regular 
meetings are the next step. 

We’re also planning 
activities around 
Islamophobia Awareness 
Month in November. 

Francesca Yepes
Sheffield Hallam University

Tories’ hypocrisy is exposed 
over question of free speech
THE MINISTER for universities,  
Jo Johnson, is on the warpath for 
freedom of speech, he claims.

Under new plans an Office for 
Students (OfS) will have powers 
to fine universities that do not 
defend free speech, a 
“fundamentally British value,” 
Johnson outlined. 

But is Johnson’s concern really 
about the curtailment of free 
speech? 

Is it about defending the right 
to speak up on Palestinian rights, 
or against the Prevent strategy? 

Unlikely. It is a response to 
“safe spaces” on campuses and 
the “no platforming” of speakers. 

I suspect we will see the OfS 
quite happy to go along with the 

Islamophobia behind banning 
Muslim speakers and Islamic 
society debates on university 
campuses. 

The relative silence on this 
issue stands in stark contrast to 
the outraged response to the chief 
Tory whip Chris Heaton-Harris 
writing to universities last week. 

He asked for the names of 
lecturers “who are involved in the 
teaching of European affairs, with 
particular reference to Brexit.”

He was rightly met with an 
outraged response. Academics 
slammed Heaton-Harris’s request 
as “sinister” and “McCarthyite”.

The Tories quickly disowned 
him. Jo Johnson claimed that 
Heaton-Harris was just 

researching a book and that the 
letter “probably should not have 
been sent”.

The outrage directed at the 
Tories over Heaton-Harris’s 
attack must also be directed 
against them over the Prevent 
strategy. 

It must also be directed at the 
Tories and university bosses 
when Palestinians or victims of 
torture and rendition are 
prevented from speaking.

Academic freedoms and 
freedom of speech must be 
fought for and can’t just be for 
those the Tories deem to be 
deserving. 

Miriam Scharf
East London
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Protesters need support as 
bosses get ready to frack
As Third Energy gets ready to sink its drills into North Yorkshire, we need a national 
movement to take on the fracking corporations and their Tory backers, argues Dave Sewell

Fracking means quakes, leaks and more emissions
FRACKING IS short for 
hydraulic fracturing, 

which means using high 
pressure to blast gas or oil 
out of rocks that 
conventional drilling won’t 
reach.

It started as a method 
of squeezing a few extra 
drops from wells that had 
run dry—by dropping 
a probe packed with 
dynamite down the shaft.

Its moment came 
with the development 
of machines that could 
drill horizontally, and the 
depletion of  
easier-to-reach oil wells.

Fracking today means 

blasting water, along with 
chemicals and abrasive 
sand, deep under the 
ground into shale rock 
formations.

It creates staggering 
amounts of contaminated 
waste water.

And the potential for 
leaks that affect the local 
environment is huge. 
Companies downplay this 
by emphasising the casings 
they put on wells.

But these thin tubes 
going several miles 
underground are subject 
to enormous pressure. 
Fracking can even cause 
earthquakes. These can 

cause cracks and leaks. 
The returns for a single 
well are limited, and 
extended production 
would mean building 
groups of them, increasing 
the damage and the risk.

Supporters of fracking 
say shale gas is a relatively 
low-carbon fuel compared 
to others such as coal.

 But this doesn’t take 
account of the greenhouse 
effect of the methane it 
produces. And fracking 
doesn’t stop consumption 
of other fossil fuels, it just 
adds to the total—driving 
climate change faster.

The other recurring 

claim is that fracking 
creates jobs.

But the truth is it’s not 
many. There can be as few 
as fifteen workers at the 
KM8 site on a given day.

Of course there are also 
contractors and suppliers. 
But their services—mainly 
used in the construction 
phase—would be just 
as vital in building solar 
panels or wind farms.

Fracking is a  
capital-intensive industry, 
not a labour-intensive one. 

Far more jobs could be 
produced spending that 
money on almost anything 
else.

THE BATTLE over fracking 
in Britain shifted a gear on 

Thursday of last week. Fracking 
company Third Energy claimed to 
be ready to frack at any moment in 
Ryedale, North Yorkshire.

Bosses said they could begin the 
first of several planned fracks at the 
KM8 site near the village of Kirby 
Misperton “on or after” last Thursday.

Initially exploratory fracking will 
test if shale gas is even there. It 
could lead to the first gas produc-
tion through fracking to take place in 
Britain for six years.

Cuadrilla is also carrying out 
exploratory fracking in Preston New 
Road, Lancashire, though protests and 
direct action have pushed it months 
behind schedule. Fracking is danger-
ous and environmentally destructive, 
and persistent protests have helped 
stop it rolling out in Britain.

Ryedale is no exception. For more 
than two years there have been meet-
ings, petitions and protests against 
Third Energy’s plans.

Protesters rallied at the isolated 
KM8 site last Thursday in a show of 
determination to keep up the fight.

Huge
Frack Free Ryedale activist Di Keal 
told Socialist Worker, “We’ve got a 
huge turnout of people here today 
but we need people every single day. 
We need to keep making our voices 
heard.”

Direct action has slowed construc-
tion of the rig, meaning Third Energy 
has only been able to proceed thanks 
to state intervention. Police spent 
£100,000 dealing with protesters in 
September—not counting the wages 
of officers involved. 

Before last Thursday’s protest 
around 50 campaigners rallied 

outside York Magistrates Court where 
several people were appearing on 
charges related to the protests.

Defendants said they were uplifted 
to be greeted by a lively protest they 
could hear from around the corner. 
Court officials sent police outside to 
ask the protesters to quieten down.

Ann from Frack Free Scarborough, 
said, “It’s not protesters that should 
be in the dock—it’s Third Energy.”

Court hearings have been an 

opportunity to show the wider sup-
port behind the protesters encamped 
at Kirby Misperton. 

Trade unionists brought solidar-
ity messages. Steven Byford is a York 
area Unite union rep and trades coun-
cil executive member.

 “Protest and solidarity are impor-
tant in getting the message across to 
both our supporters and our oppo-
nents in government and corpora-
tions,” he said.  

A trade union solidarity demon-
stration is planned in Kirby Misperton 
for Saturday 4 November. 

Activists from anti-fracking cam-
paigns across Britain met in Leeds on 
Saturday to discuss future actions.

The fight against fracking cannot 
be won well by well or village by 
village.

But for now protesters in Kirby 
Misperton are in the front line and 
need all the support they can get.

Fracking has transformed the US 
landscape

ANTI-FRACKING PROTESTERS    Picture: John Atkinson
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A rigged game 
for the bosses

 AROUND 100 people 
in Woodsetts, South 

Yorkshire, protested last 
Wednesday with tape over 
their mouths.

Ineos, the firm that 
wants to frack nearby, 
is seeking a nationwide 
injunction on protests at 
its fracking site.

England and Wales are 
more densely populated 
than the US. Firms have 
to contend with far more 
local residents.

Government support 
is essential. The Tories 
reversed Lancashire 
council’s decision to 
deny Cuadrilla planning 
permission. 

Scotland’s government 
has promised to make 
permanent its temporary 
ban on fracking.

 Socialists must 
show solidarity with 
communities facing down 
the frackers and argue to 
extend the campaign to 
the whole of Britain.

Chemical spike 
from drilling 

 VILLAGERS in 
Kirby Misperton 

complained about a very 
strong egg smell on 
Tuesday of last week

Claire Head told the 
Drill or Drop website 
she and her family 
suffered “burning 
throat, nausea and 
headache”.

When she contacted 
Third Energy, Head says 
she was told to shut the 
windows for a few hours 
while they cleaned their 
water tanks.

She was later told 
there had been a spike 
in the levels of hydrogen 
sulphide—a chemical 
that can trigger such 
symptoms.

Third Energy says 
there was no safety 
breach. But this isn’t 
the first gas incident at 
the site.



 1917WHEN 
 WORKERS 
 SHOOK
 WORLD
T

HE RUSSIAN Revolution of 
October 1917 is the most  
important event in human  
history. For centuries ordinary 
people had dreamed of a world 
without the rule of emperors, 

kings, generals and the rich. Some gave 
their lives fighting for such change.

The October Revolution is the one exam-
ple where, at least briefly, the people who 
are normally ruled over became the rulers of 
a whole country.

Workers began to take control of produc-
tion. Peasants, treated as their landlords’ dis-
posable property, seized the land.

People who had until then been denied 
all genuine democratic rights were suddenly 
debating and arguing and collectively decid-
ing their futures. They were in charge.

As General Zalessky, on behalf of the shat-
tered old regime indignantly said, “Who would 
believe that the janitor or watchman of the 
court building would suddenly become chief 
justice of the court of appeals, or the hospital 
orderly manager of the hospital, the barber a 
big functionary, yesterday’s train oiler chief of 
division or station superintendent, yesterday’s 
locksmith head of the factory?”

An utterly dictatorial society became the 
most liberated one.

Women won legal equality, free abortion 
and the right to divorce. Homosexuality was 
legalised. It would be half a century before a 
weaker version of these rights was won in the 
“free” democracies of the liberal West such as 
Britain and France.

And the revolution’s freedoms went much 
further than what the capitalists had in mind.

Racism and prejudice were thrown back. 

Jews, so often despised and hunted, helped 
to lead the new society. Muslims won reli-
gious freedom. 

And in this new situation people 
demanded—and won—access to educa-
tion and culture. In a time of extraordinary 
hardship and pain the light of liberation and 
enjoyment started to shine.

Art was dragged from the academy into 
ordinary people’s lives. As the revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky put it, “The revolution is in the 
first place an awakening of human personal-
ity in the masses—who were supposed to pos-
sess no personality”.

Perhaps most dramatically the revolution 
stopped, for Russians, the carnage of the First 
World War. It wasn’t a politicians’ peace treaty 
or overwhelming military defeat that ended 
the war, it was the action of ordinary people.

That had never happened before. And within 
a year a revolution inspired by Russia had 
broken Germany from the war as well. 

T
HE OCTOBER Revolution was 
often chaotic and uncertain, 
and there were many mistakes. 
It involved real people seeking 
to make a different world with 
meagre resources.

Across the globe Russia became the shin-
ing example to millions and a spur to strug-
gle. But the revolution did not spread, and 
because of that it was defeated.

Eventually, with the full triumph of 
Stalinism, the opposite of the hope of October 
emerged. It became a tyranny directed 
against workers and peasants that crushed 
democracy and destroyed the gains of the 
oppressed.

Today is not 1917. But crucial parts of that 
experience endure. Capitalism still plunges 
into periodic crisis, wrecking living standards, 
destroying lives and stoking up the basis for 
the far right and fascism.

That system has to go. In 1917 only the 

revolution could stop the war, bring democ-
racy to the factories and deliver land to the 
peasants. Today only a revolution can prevent 
capitalism’s profit drive that brings the threat 
of environmental devastation.

A hundred years ago new military tech-
nology was used in a war that killed 20 mil-
lion people. Today’s armaments, controlled 
by people who always put profit first, could 
extinguish life on this planet.

Only a revolution can finally wrest power 
from them. 

Ordinary people produced miracles in 
1917. Through their own efforts they toppled 
a 304 year-old dynasty.

But there were key turning points where 
political organisation was necessary to push 
aside those whose horizons were limited to 
what was possible under the bosses’ system.

In 1917 it needed a revolutionary socialist 
party, the Bolsheviks. They gave leadership 
in every workplace and working class area 
to build confidence and argue a way to win.

There have been many revolutions in the 
last century. But in the absence of strong rev-
olutionary organisation they have all fallen 
short of what October achieved. 

The revolutionary Rosa Luxemburg saw 
the essence of the October Revolution. She 
said the Russian revolutionaries “are still the 
only ones up to now who can cry with the 
poet Hutten—“I have dared!”

They did it in October 1917. We must do 
it again.

One hundred years ago this month working class people seized power in Russia.  
Socialist Worker looks at how the revolution transformed society—and why it still matters

TH
E

END TO war—Russian and German soldiers embraced and danced on hearing the news from Petrograd

>> Next
Q&A on the revolution
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 SEVEN THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT   
OCTOBER

1.  WHAT CAUSED 
THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION?

THE RUSSIAN Revolution of 1917 
did not begin as a struggle for 
socialism, but was born out of deep-
seated discontent against the Tsarist 
regime and war. 

Nicholas II was the last monarch 
from the 304-year old Romanov 
dynasty, which ruled a deeply 
unequal and repressive society. Anger 
at the regime had broken out  
12 years earlier in a revolution in 
1905.

Russia had joined the First 
World War in 1914 expecting 
swift victories—but the imperialist 
bloodbath plunged the regime into 
crisis. 

The toll on Russian soldiers, 
mainly peasant conscripts, was 
immense with 2,500,000 dead and 
5,000,000 wounded by the end of 
the war. They were sent onto the 
front line without guns, ammunition 
or even shoes—

and suffered defeat after defeat. 
This made the army a hotbed 

of discontent. An agent from the 
Okhranka, the Tsarist secret police, 
noted that it was “full of elements of 
which some are capable of becoming 
active forces of insurrection”.

Wounded troops brought back 
stories of slaughter to their peasant 
families, who froze and starved in 
the countryside.

A year into the war the crisis 
spiralled. Hunger now gripped 
Russia’s industrial towns as well as 
the countryside. Foreign imports 
dried up while industrial production 
shrank by a third.

Two years later this anger boiled 
over. 

2.  WEREN’T 
THERE TWO 
REVOLUTIONS 
IN 1917? 

THE FEBRUARY Revolution 
brought down the Tsarist 
dictatorship and replaced it with 
the Provisional Government.
Alexander Kerensky and other 
reformist socialists and liberals 
headed this new Russian Republic. 

But this was only the beginning. 
It unleased a revolutionary process 
that would lead to the October 
Revolution, when the working 
class seized power for itself. 

The initial spark for the 
February Revolution was a strike 
against rising bread prices by 
women textile workers in the 
capital Petrograd. The women 
went round factories encouraging 
other workers to join them.  

Within days the Tsar abdicated 
and the Duma (parliament) 
declared itself the Provisional 
Government. Many workers 
initially supported the likes of 
Kerensky because they were better 
than the brutal rule of the Tsars.

But the Provisional Government 
was determined not to upset 
Europe’s powers or Russia’s 
capitalists. This meant that they 
refused to meet the aspiration to 
end the war.  

During the February Revolution 
workers set up workers’ councils, 
called soviets, which became 
organs of political power. They 
increasingly came into conflict 
with the Provisional Government 
and overthrew it in October. 

3.  DID IT 
LIBERATE 
OPPRESSED 
PEOPLE?

TSARIST RUSSIA was riddled 
with bigotry and state-sponsored 
persecution. Before 1917 the 
reactionary Orthodox Church had 
ruled sexual morality in the Empire.

The revolution ended that. Just 
weeks after the October revolution 
abortion was free on demand. 
Russia became the first country to 
legalise homosexuality. 

Oppressed groups played an 
active and leading role in the 
revolution—and a new world of 
liberation opened up. 

Before the revolution domestic 
violence was common. One Russian 
proverb said, “Hit your wife with 
the butt of the axe, get down and 
see if she’s breathing. If she is, she’s 
shamming and wants some more.”

After the revolution divorce was 
legalised—and peasant women sang 
songs about how they would divorce 
their husband if he beat them.

The revolution began to uproot 
the material basis for oppression.

Communal kitchens and child 
care centres freed women from 
domestic labour.  

For leading Bolshevik Alexandra 
Kollontai the “separation of kitchen 
from marriage” was as important as 
the separation of church from state. 

The Bolsheviks were also 
committed to ending the oppression 
of national groups. Before the 
revolution, the Russian empire was 
known was known as “the prison 
house of nations”. 

But in November 1917 the 

Soviet government decreed the 
right of people to national self-
determination. It encouraged each 
nation to hold a Soviet congress 
to decide how to participate in the 
wider democracy of the new Russia. 

 4.HOW DID THE 
REVOLUTION 
DEAL WITH 
RELIGION?

THE TSARIST regime was rife 
with antisemitism and religious 
persecution. Far right gangs led 
murderous pogroms against 
Jews—with the collusion of the 
authorities.

The process of revolution 
transformed this and saw Jews 
play a leading role in the struggle. 
So Leon Trotsky, a Jew, was elected 
chair of the Petrograd soviet.

And the new Soviet government 
legislated for freedom of 
religion. Church and state were 
separated—the new state gave 
no favour to any one religion, 

yet freedom of worship was 
guaranteed. 

Just weeks after taking power 
the Soviet government said, 
“Muslims of Russia, know that 
your rights, like those of all the 
peoples of Russia, are under 
the mighty protection of the 
revolution.”

Muslims made up 10 percent 
of the population—and in 
some areas Sharia law was 
recognised as part of Soviet 
law. The Bolsheviks said they 
were non-religious, not anti-
religious. Practicing Muslims were 
welcomed into the Bolshevik party.

After the revolution, the 
Russian Orthodox Church—which 
was closely linked to Tsarism—
lost the right to its property. But 
its churches weren’t destroyed or 
burnt down like synagogues had 
been under the Tsar. They were 
transformed into public buildings. 

At the same time the revolution 
gave people a sense of their own 
power and so weakened the 
hold of religious ideas for many 
people.

5.   HOW VIOLENT 
WAS THE 
REVOLUTION?

CAPITALIST RULERS paint 
revolutions as violent, bloody 
events—while presiding over their 
violent, bloody system. Yet October 
1917 saw very little violence. 

This is because there was mass 
support for the seizure of power, or 
insurrection. And groups that might 
have blocked it—such as the army—
had been won over too.

The revolution was almost 
bloodless in Petrograd because the 
Bolsheviks had won the authority 
and trust of the masses. This is 
because the Bolsheviks had played 
an important role throughout 1917. 

The Military Revolutionary 
Committee (MRC)—formed to 
defend the revolution from an 
earlier coup attempt led by General 
Kornilov—was resurrected to plan 
the insurrection.

The Bolsheviks had to convince 
the Petrograd soviet to take swift 
action to defend the revolution. 
So on 13 October the soviet voted 

for the MRC to make plans for the 
seizure of power. 

Decisions about the insurrection 
were made with the support of the 
governing democratic body—and 
the workers. 

Even Kerensky said that during 
the insurrection “the Bolsheviks 
deported themselves at that time 
with great energy and no less skill”.

Where there was violence, it 
was where the revolution was 
weaker and existing rulers had 
an opportunity to fight back. The 
violence came from them.

6.  DID CLASS 
MATTER IN 
RUSSIA?

RUSSIA WAS going through 
an intense process of 
industrialisation and the working 
class was growing quickly. But 
it made up a small minority of 
Russia at the end of the 19th 
century—just 4.4 percent. Most of 
the population were peasants.

Many socialists thought this 
made a socialist revolution 
impossible. But workers were 
concentrated in some of the 
biggest factories in the world. So 
although the working class was 
numerically very small, it still had 
important power.

A peasant toiling in a field did 
not have equal power as workers 
who could bring the economy 
grinding to a halt. 

The working class needed the 
vast number of peasants to carry 
the revolution. But its social 
power and position meant it could 
lead other classes.

7.   WHAT MADE 
WORKERS 
REVOLT?

BEFORE THE revolution Russian 
society was deeply reactionary.

Many ordinary Russians accepted 
the ruling ideology of “Orthodoxy, 
Autocracy and Nationality”. 
Revolutionary socialists were a 
minority, who gained a small 
hearing among some groups of 
workers. 

In February 1913 mass 
demonstrations of workers and 
peasants celebrated 300 years of the 

Romanov dynasty. Some 60 people 
died in a crush trying to touch the 
Tsar’s “holy shroud”. 

Just four years later in February 
1917 those same women and men 
toppled the Tsar and opened the 
door to another sort of society 
altogether. Their ideas had begun to 
change through struggle. 

Toppling the Tsar had pulled 
society leftward, but many ordinary 
people still accepted some of the 
old ideas. And the majority weren’t 
looking to revolutionary socialist 
solutions. 

But the Provisional Government’s 
inability to meet simple demands 
for bread and peace radicalised 
workers.

This process wasn’t even. Workers 
in Petrograd protested against the 
Provisional Government during a 
crisis known as the “July Days”. 
Some wanted to overthrow the 
government—but the majority did 
not.

Only in October 1917 did masses 
of workers across Russia support 
socialist revolution.

REVOLUTIONARY 
VOICES
John Reed
US JOURNALIST John Reed was 
a socialist who reported from the 
Russian Revolution. His book, 
Ten Days that Shook the World, 
tells the story of the October 
insurrection and the fight to 
defend it.

Here is a short excerpt from 
Reed’s account of one soviet 
meeting shortly before the 
insurrection, and another of 
soldiers at the front

“If the Bolsheviki start anything, 
that will be the end of the 
Revolution—” (Cries, “That’s a 
lie!)” 

Immense continued uproar, in 
which his voice could be heard 
screaming, “Those who are urging 
this are committing a crime!” 
Voice: “You committed a crime 
long ago, when you captured the 
power and turned it over to the 
bourgeoisie!”

Gotz, ringing the chairman’s 
bell: “Silence, or I’ll have you put 
out!” Voice: “Try it!” (Cheers and 
whistling.)’

‘We came down to the front 
of the Twelfth Army where gaunt 
and bootless men sickened in the 
mud of desperate trenches; and 
when they saw us they started 
up, with their pinched faces and 
the flesh showing blue through 
their torn clothing, demanding 
eagerly, “Did you bring anything 
to read?”’
Ten Days that Shook the World 
available from Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848 or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

REVOLUTIONARY 
VOICES
Arthur Ransome
LEEDS-BORN liberal war 
correspondent Arthur Ransome 
was in Russia for the revolution. 
He was shaken by events

“I felt I would willingly give the 
rest of my life if it could be 
divided into minutes and given 
to men in England and France 
so that those of little faith who 
say that the Russian Revolution 
is discredited could share for a 
minute each that experience.”

REVOLUTIONARY 
VOICES
Leon Trotsky
THE BOLSHEVIK organiser of 
the insurrection announcing the 
victory of the revolution to the 
All Russian Soviet

“We the Soviet of Workers, 
Soldiers and Peasants Deputies 
are going to try an experiment 
unique in history. We are going 
to found a power which will have 
no other aim but to satisfy the 
needs of the soldiers, workers 
and peasants.”

REVOLUTIONARY 
VOICES
Louise Bryant
RADICAL U.S. journalist who was 
in Russia in 1917

“In the great white hall, once the 
ballroom with its graceful column 
and silver candelabra, delegates 
from the soviets all over Russia 
met in late night sessions.

“Men came straight from 
the front line trenches, straight 
from the fields and the factories. 
Every race in Russia met there as 
brothers. Men poured out their 
souls at these meetings and they 
said beautiful and terrible things.”

Armed groups of workers and 
soldiers took control of the streets 
in the capital, Petrograd (left) 
Women workers join a May Day 
demonstration in Russia (right)

>> Next
How it happened 
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 HOW WORKERS WON
TH E  P r o v i s i o n a l 

Government assembled 
in the Winter Palace at 
9pm on 25 October to 

“work out methods for the reso-
lute and final liquidation of the 
Bolsheviks”.

By 2am the next morning work-
ers had stormed the palace—and 
carried out the resolute and final 
liquidation of their rulers.

The storming of the Winter 
Palace marked the high point of 
the October Revolution in 1917. 
Socialist journalist John Reed 
described what happened in his 
eyewitness account Ten Days that 
Shook the World. 

“Like a black river, filling all the 
street, without song or cheer we 
poured through the Red Arch,” he 
wrote.

By this time there was very little 
resistance, as the palace had only 
been guarded by a few remaining 
loyal troops. The Cossacks, crack 
mounted troops, disappeared as the 
workers approached. 

“I could see that the first two 
or three hundred men were Red 
Guards, with only a few scattered 
soldiers,” wrote Reed. 

“On both sides of the main gate-
way the doors stood wide open, 
light streamed out, and from the 
huge pile came not the slightest 
sound.”

Symbolic
Though symbolic, the insurrection 
took more than just the Winter 
Palace. 

Armed workers seized railway 
stations, telegraph offices and other 
key communication points. This 
way they could spread the message 
to workers across Russia to join the 
insurrection.

Workers who had been dismissed 
as too stupid to have a real say in 
anything now walked through the 
corridors of power.

It was culmination of deep dis-
illusionment with the Provisional 
Government that had replaced the 
Tsarist dictatorship in February 
1917. 

Petrograd had been in revolu-
tionary ferment for days in the 
run-up to the insurrection. The 
choice was simple—socialist revo-
lution or deadly reaction. 

“On one s ide the 
Monarchist press, incit-
ing to bloody repres-
sion,” wrote Reed. 

“ O n  t h e  o t h e r 
Lenin’s great voice 
roaring, ‘Insurrection! 
We cannot wait any 
longer!’”

Support was fall-
ing away from the 
authorities and 
gathering behind 
the Petrograd 
Soviet (see box).  

Kerensky and 
the Provisional 
Government tried 
to get Cossacks to turn 

on the workers. They had planned a 
Procession of the Cross for the Icon 
of 1612 that had supposedly helped 

beat Napoleon.
It was called 

on the same 
d a y  a s  t h e 
Petrograd Soviet 
had  p l anned 
mass meetings 

across the city. 
The soviet made 

a direct appeal 
to the Cossacks 
against their gener-

als. “We are hated by 
all grafters, rich men, 

princes, nobles, gen-
erals, including your 
Cossack generals,” it 
read. 

“They are ready at any moment 
to destroy the Petrograd Soviet and 
crush the Revolution”.

The Cossack leaders were forced 
to call the procession off.

T h e  B o l s h e v i k  c e n t r a l 
committee—its leadership—met on  
23 October and backed armed 
insurrection by 10 to 2.

It resolved that an “armed 
uprising is inevitable” and “that the 
time for it is fully ripe”. 

Throughout the factories, bar-
racks and neighbourhoods the 
Bolshevik party argued for the 
slogan, “All power to the soviets”.

The Bolsheviks won the argument 
for insurrection—but the call came 
from the Military Revolutionary 
Committee of the Petrograd  
Soviet.

The October Revolution involved 
the mass participation of workers.

Orders went out to other soviets 
to support the insurrection. 

“The Military Revolutionary 
Committee sent a telegram that 
night to Helsingfors, to Smilga, the 
president of the regional Committee 
of the Soviets, ‘Send regulations’,” 
wrote Leon Trotsky. 

“That meant—send immediately 
1,500 chosen Baltic sailors armed 
to the teeth.”

By the time the Cruiser Aurora 
fired a blank into the Winter 
Palace most of Petrograd belonged 
to the workers. 

The Palace’s capture was mainly 
symbolic. But the workers had not 
simply stormed the palace—they 
had stormed heaven.

A MEETING of the soldiers’ section of the Petrograd Soviet in 1917

Soviets—where workers discovered their power

SOV I E TS ,  O R  wo r k-
ers’ councils, were the 
motors  of  the  1917 
revolution and the new 

workers’ government. They 
offered a glimpse into what true 
workers’ power could look like.

Soviets were councils made 
up of mostly workers and 
soldiers.

They came from a direct need 
to organise the revolution.

Workers, peasants and 
soldiers would debate and 
share their experiences of the 
revolution at giant All-Russian 
Congresses.

Sukhanov, a witness to the 
revolution, wrote that visiting 

peasants “uttered their stormy, 
heroic hymns to the revolution.

“They excited the audience, 
took possession of it, and 
somehow illuminated it, 
welding it into one by the heroic 
emotion of the revolution.”

The soviets’ strength 
came from the fact that they 
organised workers where they 
were most powerful. 

The soviets in Petrograd 
were based around the city’s 
huge factories that were the 
backbone of Russian  
capitalism.

So workers began to have a 
say about how society was run. 

They became so powerful 

that they eventually replaced 
Russia’s capitalist Provisional 
Government. Leading 
revolutionary Trotsky, who was 
elected head of the Petrograd 
soviet, called it a “workers’ 
government in embryo”.

Democracy
For that reason the soviets 
were also the highest point of 
democracy. 

Each soviet was made up of 
delegates who, unlike our rulers 
today, were directly accountable 
to the workers who elected 
them.

Delegates could be recalled 
immediately if workers 

decided—and they often 
were. Even after the October 
Revolution, Bolshevik 
delegates were recalled after a 
demonstration by supporters of 
the old government was fired 
on by a workers’ militia.

It took weeks before the 
Bolsheviks were re-elected to 
the Soviet again.

In every mass uprising 
bodies like soviets have been 
organised—but in Russia they 
had real power.

Soviets are not only an 
example of one of the most 
democratic ways to organise 
a society but also point to 
possibilities for the future.

>>Next
InsurrectionAn overprinted  Russian 

postage stamp

The dates of the Russian 
Revolution can be confusing. 
Russia used the Julian or Old 
Style calendar until 24 January 
1918, when this was replaced 
by the Gregorian or New Style 
calendar. To convert Old Style 
dates to New Style dates, add 
13 days. So 26 October 1917 Old 
Style becomes 8 November New 
Style. Importantly, the labour 
movement in Russia celebrated 
International Women’s Day and 
May Day on the same New Style 
date as workers elsewhere.
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The only way is insurrection
L

E N I N  C A L L E D  t h e 
state “an organ for the 
oppression of one class 
by another”. The insur-
rection in October 1917 

in Russia showed that one class 
can beat another.

On the evening of 24 October 
armed workers occupied railway 
stations, the telephone exchange 
and the state bank.

The following day Red Guards 
surrounded the Winter Palace. 
Inside was most of the Cabinet. It 
took a few hours with minimum 
fighting for it to fall.

The Provisional Government was 
not strong enough either to sup-
press the Soviets or to ignore them. 
It was compelled to lean on the 
Soviet majority.

Trotsky was right to persuade 
Lenin that the rising must be called 
in the name of the Soviets. These 
represented the different currents of 
the workers’ movement.

There were four anarchists on the 
Military Revolutionary Committee 
which organised the insurrection in 
Petrograd, for instance.

But was the insurrect ion 
necessary?

In October the choice was capi-
talist reaction and military dictator-
ship on the one hand, and workers’ 
power on the other.

It was the point at which the con-
flict between workers and capital-
ists had reached its crux.

On 24 October Lenin wrote to the 
members of the Bolshevik Central 
Committee. “The situation is utterly 
critical,” he said. “It is clearer than 
clear that now, already, putting off 
the insurrection is equivalent to its 
death.

“On the agenda now are ques-
tions that are decided not by confer-
ences, not by congresses but exclu-
sively by populations, by the mass, 
by the struggle of armed masses.”

The less radical parties had 
sought to end dual power between 
workers’ councils and the bosses by 
helping to create a solid bourgeois 
state.

This meant adopting ever more 
reactionary policies. It wasn’t a con-
tinuation of stability. It mean under-
mining the gains of the February 
revolution itself.

The other parties couldn’t stop 
the crisis that was driving workers 

to occupy factories and peasants to 
seize land. Prices rose by 2,300 per-
cent between February and October 
and real wages fell by half.

The rate of bankruptcies and clo-
sures rocketed. Strikes alone were 
not enough to combat this level of 
social disintegration.

The choices became stark—do 
you restore the employers or give 
power to the soviets? Do you fight 
the war or not? Do peasants get the 

land? There couldn’t be any more 
compromises.

The crisis had led to a series of sit-
uations that in Lenin’s words were 
“more than a demonstration and 
less than a revolution”. By October 
a majority of workers backed all 
power to the Soviets.

Lenin’s pamphlet Marxism and 
Insurrection, circulated in thou-
sands of copies, argued against 
coups and for insurrection with 

support from the masses.
The questions facing workers on 

the eve of insurrection are still crit-
ical questions that face our move-
ment today.

What do you do when your 
movement from below runs up 
against the boundaries of what the 
capitalist system will allow. Who 
takes power when you challenge 
the system, and how?

There are many other examples 
of mass popular organisation that 
represent a new sort of political 
power.

What was specifically different 
about the Russian Revolution was 
that the taking of state power was 
carried out by the organised work-
ing class. In other circumstances, 
such as Germany in the following 
years, opportunities were missed 
and the revolution lost with horrific 
consequences.

Any movement towards self-
organisation needs to break the 
power of the bosses by confronting 
them head on.

The lesson of October is that 
insurrection—decisive action 
against capitalism—works.

LENIN ADDRESSING a rally in 1920 

ORGANISATION

Bolsheviks 
—a crucial  
element 

 THE OCTOBER insurrection 
in Russia would not have 
succeeded had it not been 
for the Bolshevik party. 

The Bolsheviks are still the best 
model for how revolutionaries 
should organise.

The insurrection saw ordinary 
people who were organised into 
councils, called soviets, seize 
power and take over the running 
of the country for themselves.

Led by Vladimir Lenin, the 
Bolsheviks were the driving force 
behind it. 

Mainstream historians paint 
the Bolsheviks as a homogenous, 
unthinking group in thrall to 

their dictatorial leader Lenin. 
The opposite is true.

There were constant debates 
and disagreements within the 
Bolshevik party. For instance, 
following a revolution in 1905 
the Bolsheviks initially shunned 
a new elected assembly called 
the Duma. 

But as the revolutionary wave 
faded, Lenin won an argument 
that the Bolsheviks should 

use the Duma as a platform to 
advance socialist politics.

Some leading Bolsheviks 
opposed taking power not long 
before the October insurrection. 
And after the February 
revolution it took a sharp 
argument by Lenin to shift the 
party towards opposing the war.

But the key wasn’t clever 
arguments. Ultimately the 
Bolsheviks were revolutionaries 
rooted in the working class and 
this shaped their politics. 

Focused
As Marxists, they focused on 
the working class as the agent 
of change in society.  So while 
other parties argued for limiting 
the revolution to parliamentary 
democracy, the Bolsheviks 
argued for the soviets to take 
power. While other parties 
backed the war, the Bolsheviks 
denounced it and called on 
workers of all countries to unite.

The Bolsheviks had a 

centralised leadership that local 
groups fed into. This meant 
they were effective because they 
could quickly recognise mistakes 
and shift their position rapidly.

The Bolsheviks won more 
support as the revolution 
unfolded because of the 
positions they took. Their 
demands for peace, bread and 
land connected with the mood 
among millions of people.

When the revolution began 
in February, there were 10,000 
Bolshevik party members. By 
November this has grown to 
250,000. Most Bolsheviks were 
workers and so understood the 
mood among ordinary people. 

In July armed soldiers and 
workers marched in Petrograd 
against the Provisional 
Government. The Bolsheviks 
joined them. But they knew 
that a majority elsewhere in 
Russia would not have backed 
an insurrection, so they argued 
against taking power.

In the run-up to October they 
knew the mood was radicalising. 
Lenin and other Bolsheviks 
successfully argued that this 
was the moment for the soviets 
to take power and drive the 
revolution forward.

The Bolsheviks gave the 
revolution clear, decisive 
leadership operating on sound 
Marxist principles. 

Their centralist organisation 
meant that once a democratic 
decision had been made, the 
entire party would shift behind 
it for maximum impact. It was 
rooted in workers’ struggles and 
clear enough to fight for the 
hardest positions.

It’s this kind of party that we 
need today in order to make 
sure the revolutions of the future 
are successful.

>>Next
What went wrong?

A Bolshevik leafleting

READ MORE
Russia 1917: Workers’ revolution 
and the Festival of the 
Oppressed 
by Dave Sherry, £12.99

lAvailable from Bookmarks 
Bookshop 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
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REVOLUTION IS difficult and 
involves intense confrontation 
with the ruling class.

But what seems like 
the peaceful and easier 
alternative—working for reforms 
through parliament—can’t 
achieve fundamental change.

Reformist governments can, 
in some periods, push through 
improvements in workers’ lives.

But they leave the system 
intact. That means reforms 
achieved at one period can 
be rolled back in another.

We can see that 
process in Britain.

During the last 40 years 
nationalised industries have 

been privatised, trade union 
rights stripped away, and 
public services gutted.    

No reformist government 
has managed to legislate 
away capitalism and 
bring about socialism. 

The less radical parties in 
Russia in 1917 did not bring 
about even the limited demands 
they claimed to support.

It took revolution to achieve 
“peace, land and bread”.  

When parties like the 
Labour Party are elected 
with a left wing programme, 
they always face the rage of 
the rich and the powerful. 

The core of the state—
the police, the armed forces, 
the spies and the tops of the 
civil service—don’t play by 
the rules of democracy.

They know power does not 
lie in parliament but in their 
economic and state power.

Bosses start with economic 
sabotage—investment strikes, 
forcing up interest rates, 
pushing down the value 
of the currency and more. 
They also use the media to 
denigrate their opponents.

Some reformists have 
held out against the pressure 
for a period, but in the end 

they have all bent to it.
If economic blackmail does 

not work, the rich and the state 
escalate further to violence.

You see a glimpse of that 
in the way the US tried to 
assassinate Fidel Castro in Cuba. 

It’s clearest in the military 
coup that removed Chile’s 
Salvador Allende in 1973 
that resulted in the deaths 
of thousands of socialists 

and trade unionists.
Instead of appeasing the 

ruling class, the revolutionary 
method confronts it, and 
not just in parliament. 

Action in workplaces and 
on the streets, and creating 
richer forms of democracy 
are necessary to smash the 
power of the capitalist state 
and dispossess the rich. 

As for violence, it was 

revolution that ended the 
slaughter of the First World War. 

Capitalists will fight to the 
end to defend their system. 
Overthrowing them means 
revolution not reform.

That’s why we need to 
celebrate 1917 not as a history 
lesson, but by building a party 
on the Bolshevik model now.

If you agree with us, join 
the Socialist Workers Party.

CONFERENCE
Saturday 4 Nov 2017

10.30am-5.30pm
£10/£5 concessions.

Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church,
235 Shaftesbury Avenue,

London WC2H 8EP

SPEAKERS INCLUDE

Stephen Smith—author of Russia in Revolution

Cathy Porter—author of Alexandra Kollontai: A Biography

John Molyneux—author of Lenin for Today

Alex Callinicos—author of Imperialism & Global Political 
Economy

Dave Sherry—author of Russia 1917: Workers’ Revolution and 
Festival of the Oppressed

Judith Orr—author of Marxism & Women’s Liberation

www.swp.org.uk/celebrating-1917

WITHIN A decade of the 
revolution a regime 
was taking shape in 
Russia that pushed 

back everything revolutionaries 
had fought for.

The dictatorship of Joseph Stalin, 
built on oppression and exploita-
tion, was socialist in name only.

Some use this to discredit the 
whole revolution—and all revolu-
tions. In the wake of Stalin’s coun-
ter-revolution it can seem that 
all those who overthrow tyranny 
become tyrants themselves.

But the defeat of the revolution 
wasn’t inevitable. It was caused by 
real problems in society that the 
revolution had to fight to overcome, 
not by human nature. 

The Soviet regime inherited a 
collapsing economy. 

Bosses closed down factories 
rather than let workers run them. 
Foreign powers imposed a total eco-
nomic blockade.

The First World War had already 
killed millions when the revolution 
ended it. 

Then the remnants of the old 
regime regrouped to wage brutal 
civil war.

Western powers funded and 
armed them. Some including Britain 

even invaded.
The new regime owed its survival 

to the immense support from work-
ers and peasants. But its victory pre-
sented new challenges.

The war left the working class 
much weaker than it had been in 
1917.

Industries collapsed, scattering 
their workers. Machines were torn 
up for war supplies—or used simply 
to barter with peasants for food.

When rebuilding began it was 
largely with new workers from the 
peasantry.

Many experienced worker-activ-
ists who had led in the revolution 
were killed in the war.

Peasants who had won land from 
the revolution now wanted to make 
money from it or they faced starva-
tion. The Bolsheviks had to let them 
to avoid a famine, restoring an ele-
ment of capitalism.

The basis for Soviet rule no 
longer existed. A growing bureau-
cracy, which first grew out of 
the need to hold the new society 
together, began to replace workers’ 
control and take hold of the state.

Stalin represented that bureau-
cracy. Some revolutionaries, led by 
Leon Trotsky, waged fierce argu-
ments inside the Bolsheviks against 
the direction that Stalin was taking 
the party.

Stalin wiped out those he 
couldn’t convert. “Old Bolsheviks” 
were jailed, exiled and slaugh-
tered. Trotsky rightly wrote that 
Bolshevism and Stalinism were sep-
arated by “a whole river of blood”.

Socialism
The working class had been a small 
minority in largely underdeveloped 
Russia, and the Bolsheviks knew 
it wasn’t strong enough to build 
socialism alone.

But capitalism is a global system, 
with global crises and world wars.

Revolt was springing up all over 
Europe in 1917. If the revolution 
had spread to countries with big 
working classes its outcome could 
have been very different.

Lenin recognised “the absolute 
truth is that without a revolution in 

Germany we shall perish.”
It almost happened.
Revolt in 1918 took Germany out 

of the war. 
Soviet rule was briefly declared 

in Bavaria and Hungary. A tsunami 
of factory occupations swept Italy.

Revolts were starting to stir fur-
ther west.

None of this brought workers’ 
rule. Without other revolutionary 
parties like the Bolsheviks, reform-
ist leaders regained the upper hand.

Isolated in a global capitalist 
system, by 1928 Russia had fallen 
back into a different type of capital-
ism—state capitalism.

Today the working class is 
a majority not just in the most 
advanced countries but in most of 
the world. 

Crises and revolts can spread 
even faster.

Look how rapidly the Tunisian 
revolution sparked uprisings across 
the Middle East. 

Then the occupation of Egypt’s 
Tahrir Square spawned imitators 
in the US, the Spanish state and 
Greece.

The Russian Revolution’s even-
tual failure doesn’t prove that win-
ning is impossible. Its initial success 
lit the way for us to go further.

REVOLUTION DEFEATED—
BUT IT DIDN’T HAVE TO BE

Revolution is how we can change the world

INVADING IMPERIAL armies parading through Vladiwostok in 1918
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Weak gags and tired cliches 
dog play on Marx’s early life
Marx’s life could have made a spellbinding piece of theatre. Unfortunately the 
newly opened Bridge Theatre serves up thin gruel, writes Richard Donnelly
LOVERS OF toilet humour and refer-
ences to the philosopher Hegel will 
adore Young Marx. Unfortunately 
for the rest of us, there is little that’s 
either edifying or funny about this 
odd choice of a maiden production 
for the new Bridge Theatre.

The play lampoons the life of the 
Marx family as they take exile in 
Victorian London, following Karl’s 
role in the 1848 revolutions in 
Germany.

Marx had been a central figure in 
the revolution in Cologne, where he 
organised demonstrations and cam-
paigns around the paper he edited, 
die Neue Rheinische Zeitung.

When this struggle against the 
petty feudal lords—who ruled the 
patchwork of tiny principalities that 
made up mid-century Germany—
failed, Marx was forced to flee.

Ultimately, he settled in London, 
where he developed his mature 
works on political economy, such as 
Capital.

But Young Marx doesn’t explore-
Marx as a revolutionary organiser or 
as one of the greatest theoreticians of 
the modern period. Instead it focuses 
on his career as a petty criminal, 
drunkard and philanderer.

Bankrupt
The result is a farcical dramatisation 
of the most lurid details of Marx’s 
personal life, largely poached from 
Francis Wheen’s biography of him.  

He is depicted as a morally and 
financially bankrupt rogue—albeit a 
loveably witty one.

The occasional joke referencing 
Marx’s political theory appear merely 
as intellectual window-dressing for a 
set of sexual innuendos.

Where revolution does enter 
into the production, it’s hopelessly 

misunderstood by the writers.
For instance, much of the action 

centres around the debate between 
August Willich and Marx. 

But their disagreements are largely 
explained as a result of their competi-
tion for the heart of Marx’s long-suf-
fering wife, Jenny von Westphalen.

Willich was a follower of Louis 
Blanqui, who envisioned revolution 
as the act of a small elite of social-
ists who would act on behalf of the 
working class.

But Marx argued that arming 
working class people with a theo-
retical understanding of capital-
ism—and revolutionary socialist 

organisation—would be needed to 
end capitalism.

Unfortunately, the writers ventril-
oquise Marx to put forward exactly 
the opposite position.

In their hands, Marx makes a 
speech about the inevitability of a 
final economic crisis. Capitalism will 
collapse of its own accord and the 
working class will be liberated from 
wage slavery.

The reduction of Marx’s theory of 
how the masses can make history to 
a utopian economic fatalism sits com-
fortably alongside his characterisation 
as a charming but feckless miscreant.

Marx is a towering figure of the 

modern period. His insight into the 
crisis-ridden nature of capitalism 
casts a long shadow over a world that 
is characterised by economic collapse 
and political polarisation.

But Young Marx is a safe Marx.
The writers imagine they have 

neutralised Marx’s thought by expos-
ing it as the grand but idle fantasy of 
an impoverished loafer.

Instead they expose capitalist cul-
ture as still incapable of really facing 
up to the significance of what Marx 
had to say.
Young Marx is at The Bridge Theatre, 
3 Potters Fields Park, London SE1 2SG 
until 31 December bit.ly/2qugKBU

RORY KINNEAR as Marx in The Young Marx 

BOOK
LOVERS AND STRANGERS: 
AN IMMIGRANT HISTORY OF 
POST-WAR BRITAIN
By Clair Wills 
Published by Allen Lane 
£25

A society in 
flux—as seen 
by migrants
BRITAIN’S society, 
economy and culture was 
transformed in the decades 
following the Second World 
War. New migrants from 
across the world were 
central to that change, 
and this book looks at it 
through their eyes.

Wills pieces together her 
narrative through memoirs 
and interviews, novels by 
immigrant authors and 
Punjabi folk songs.

Many of the people who 
came to Britain had already 
been displaced by the 
turmoil of the war or the 
1947 partition of India.

European refugee camps 
were cherry-picked of those 
deemed to have the skills 
most useful to Britain.The 
bureaucracy built up for 
the war was redirected 

into the first mass-scale 
immigration controls.

Young men and 
sometimes women came 
from Britain’s former 
colonies on what most 
thought would be a short-
term basis. 

But a key turning point 
was the restrictive 1962 
Commonwealth Immigrants 
Act. Workers rushed their 
relatives over to join them 
in time to “beat the ban”.

This is more a 
descriptive book than a 
polemical one. But its 
descriptions of earlier anti-
migrant scares are useful 
in understanding today’s.

There’s disappointingly 
little about the collective 
struggles of black and 
Asian workers. 

But Wills tells an 
epic story with insight, 
humanity and detail that 
will enrich any socialist’s 
understanding.
Dave Sewell

Grime MC’s new song is a grilling for the government
MUSIC
QUESTION TIME
by Dave  
available at spoti.fi/2y7mHMs

DAVE’S NEW song 
Question Time voices the 
harsh reality many face 
under a Tory government. 

This song is an 
unforgiving reflection 
of the current political 
climate in which we live. 
It’s seven minutes long, 
and from start to finish it 
touches on issues every 
working class person 
recognises. 

It’s structured as 
questions for current Tory 
prime minister Theresa 
May. Firstly it deals with 
foreign policy, then her 
vicious attack on the NHS. 

“I just find it fucked 
that the government is 
struggling to care for a 
person that cares for a 
person.” He slams her 
inhumane and cowardly 
reaction to Grenfell, 
accusing that May 
“dodged responsibility”. 

A number of reviews 
have said it is a complete 
change for the 19 year 
old or unexpected from 

someone of his age. 
Maybe those reviewers 

weren’t paying attention 
to the general election 
when thousands of young 
people rallied behind 
Jeremy Corbyn. Artists 
such as Stormzy and 
JME and campaigns like 
Grime4Corbyn joined in.  

These generations have 
only known Tory or New 
Labour rule, faced with 
cuts, lies, and betrayals. 
Corbyn is seen as a real 
beacon of hope. 

But I didn’t expect Dave 
to question Corbyn on the 
reality of him keeping all 

his promises. “Prove to 
us you’re different, don’t 
promise us anything,” he 
demands.

He calls on Corbyn to 
get justice for Rashan 
Charles and Edson 
Da Costa, who both died 
after coming into contact 
with the police in the 
summer. 

Hopefully his EP 
released on 3 November 
will be a continuation of 
this tone.
Naima Omar
Dave’s new EP Game Over is 
out on 3 November  
apple.co/2hb2vPg. Grime MC Dave
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READ MORE
lTony Cliff’s writings from 
Palestine in the 1930s are 
available on the Marxism 
Internet Archives.  
Go to  
marxists.org/archive/cliff/

lBalfour’s Shadow 
by David Cronin, £16.99

lThe Myths of Zionism 
by John Rose, £14.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

I
T WAS a Tory foreign 
secretary who first 
signed away the right 
of Palestinians to live 
in their own land. 

The letter signed by 
Arthur Balfour 100 years 
ago this week was just three 
sentences long. But it sig-
nalled the beginning of the 
dispossession and murder of 
Palestinians that continues 
to this day.

It is still celebrated by 
supporters of Israel.

The Balfour Declaration 
gave Britain’s official back-
ing to the Zionist colonists 
who wanted to create a 
Jewish state on Palestinian 
land.

It said the British govern-
ment supported “the estab-
lishment in Palestine of a 
national home for the Jewish 
people, and will use their best 
endeavours to facilitate the 
achievement of this object”.

Hard-line supporters of 
Israel celebrate the declara-
tion because it’s when their 
occupation of Palestine first 
won the help of a major impe-
rial power. 

They usually present it as 
the moment that their “right” 
to own Palestine as their 
“ancestral home” was recog-
nised as legitimate.

But even some critics of 
Israel today say signing the 
declaration was still the right 
thing to do. They say it was the 
only way to ensure Jews could 
be safe from persecution, and 
for Jewish people to realise their 
right to self-determination.

Some even claim Israel’s 
treatment of Palestinians is 
actually a betrayal of Balfour’s 
promise that “nothing shall 
be done which may prejudice 
the civil and religious rights of 
existing non-Jewish communi-
ties in Palestine”.

Oppression
Ye t  the  oppre s s i on  o f 
Palestinians was implicit in 
the declaration. It was Britain’s 
attempt to use a racist, colonial 
movement to prop up its empire 
in the Middle East. 

Its realisation could only 
mean carving out a new state 
for colonisers on land that was 
already inhabited.

As someone who had a hand 
in drafting the declaration—and 
the man widely credited with 
convincing Balfour—prominent 
Zionist Chaim Weizmann knew 
what it meant.

He wrote in 1918, “We ought 
not to ask the British if we will 
enter Palestine as masters or 
equal to the Arabs. The dec-
laration implies that we have 
been given the opportunity to 
become masters”.

Jewish people in Europe 
undoubtedly faced brutal perse-
cution. Zionism—the idea that 
Jewish people should establish 
their own state—was a reaction 
to that.

David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s 
first prime minister, came 
from Poland where Jews were 
made scapegoats for the failing 
Tsarist regime. Thousands were 

killed in state-backed pogroms.
But although Zionism was a 

response to oppression it wasn’t 
progressive.

Some Jewish organisations, 
such as the socialist Bund, 
fought back against the Tsar. 
The Zionists’ response was 
much more pessimistic. 

They accepted the right wing 
idea that antisemitism would 
always exist and that Jews 
could only live separately from 
other societies.

Tony Cliff, a Jewish socialist 

raised in Palestine by Zionist 
parents wrote, “The Jews were 
horribly oppressed but it didn’t 
guarantee they became progres-
sive or revolutionary. Indeed, 
oppression associated with lack 
of power leads to reaction.”

The Zionists’ goal was an 
exclusively Jewish state in 
which Palestinians, if not 
expelled, were at best second-
class citizens.

Racism towards Arabs was 
essential to their project. From 
the outset Zionist settlers in 

Palestine set about carving out 
Jewish-only colonies.

They bought up land from 
absentee landlords then evicted 
the Palestinian peasants who 
lived off it.

Zionist labour organisa-
tion the Histadrut demanded 
Jewish-only industry, picketing 
out Arab workers and enforcing 
boycotts on Arab businesses.

Racist myths justified the 
racist project.

Biblical references to ancient 
Israel were coupled with claims 
that Palestine was empty and 
neglected, or that the people 
living there didn’t really belong.

Palestine was described as 
“A land without people for a 
people without land”.

Existence
Actually, hundreds of thousands 
of Arabs lived in Palestine—an 
indisputable historical fact. Yet 
supporters of Israel today use 
similar lies to cast doubt on 
Palestinians’ right to their own 
land and even their existence 
as a people.

Such lies are meant to 
obscure the fact that Israel 
forced hundreds of thousands 
of people from their homes. 
Those lies began with the first 
Zionist settlers.

But while the Zionists used 
racism to justify their goal, 
they needed a major imperial 

power to help them achieve it. 
That’s where Balfour came in.

Balfour was a vicious racist. 
As head of the British adminis-
tration in Ireland he said, “All 
the law and all the civilisation in 
Ireland is the work of England”. 
His brutal rule earned him the 
nickname “Bloody Balfour”.

As British prime minister, 
Balfour insisted that white 
Europeans should have more 
privileges than black people in 
South Africa.

And in 1905 he introduced 
Britain’s first immigration 
controls. They were aimed 
at keeping out “undesirable” 
migrants—particularly Jewish 
refugees from Russia.

So the Balfour Declaration 
wasn’t about helping Jewish 
people. It was about staking a 
claim to a strategically impor-
tant part of the Middle East.

Britain didn’t even occupy 
Palestine when the declaration 
was signed in 1917. It was still 
part of the Ottoman Empire. 

Yet Britain, France and 
Russia had already started plan-
ning how they would carve up 
the Middle East between each 
other after the First World War.

The Zionists knew this and 
offered their loyal support to 
any power that would promise 
them a Jewish state in Palestine. 
Not only that, they would police 
the colonised Arabs on behalf of 
the occupiers.

Weizmann convinced Balfour 
to make the declaration on that 
basis. So the whole point of the 
declaration was to ensure the 
British Empire’s domination 
over Palestinians. 

The declaration’s protec-
tion of Palestine’s “non-Jewish 
communities” was insulting at 
best. It never acknowledged the 

BRITAIN’S 
CRIMES IN 
PALESTINE
A century after the Balfour Declaration authorised the 
creation of a Jewish state, Nick Clark explains how the 
plight of the Palestinians began with British imperialism

existence of the Palestinians as 
a people with their own right to 
self-determination.

In truth it was a lie. To an 
extent Britain tried to play the 
Jews and the Arabs off against 
each other. It had to do just 
enough to keep the Arab lead-
ers happy, and turn Palestinian 
revolt away from the empire.

But Britain’s real support was 
always for its partners in the 
occupation, the Zionist settlers.

In his new book Balfour’s 
Shadow, journalist David Cronin 
shows how the Zionists were 
used to police the Palestinians 
on behalf of Britain.

Britain allowed illicit arms 
to be smuggled into Palestine 
by the colonists. It even armed 
some of the colonies to “defend” 
them from the Palestinians.

The British administration 
cooperated with Zionist author-
ities to oversee Jewish migra-
tion into Palestine and the 
transfer of land to the colonies.

Palestinians were given no 
such say in how their coun-
try should be run. And acts of 
Palestinian resistance were bru-
tally crushed.

Paramilitary
During a major Palestinian 
revolt against Britain in the 
1930s members of the under-
ground Zionist paramilitary 
the Haganah were co-opted 
into the British army and police.

“Night squads” of combined 
British and Zionist forces carried 
out bloody dawn raids on Arab 
villages as collective punishment 
for Palestinian acts of resistance.

Cronin describes how, under 
the command of British sol-
dier Orde Wingate, the squads 
“Invaded nearby villagers at 
dawn, rounding up all the male 
inhabitants. Forcing them to 
stand against the wall the squads 
whipped the men’s bare backs.

“At times Wingate would 
humiliate the villages; at other 
times he shot them dead.”

Britain’s polices and 
plans for partition paved 
the way for the ethnic 
cleansing of the Arabs 
when it left Palestine in 
1948.

Zionist militias began 
clearing out Arab villages 
before Britain had even left. 
In most cases the British 
army did nothing to stop it.

It’s obscene to argue 
that such horror was neces-
sary to save Jewish people 
from  antisemitism and the 
Holocaust—undoubtedly one 
of the greatest crimes in history. 
Britain turned away thousands 

of Jewish refugees fleeing the 
Nazis.

And there’s still no reason 
why Jews and Arabs can’t live 
together in a single, secular 
state with equal democratic 
rights for all its citizens. But the 
Balfour Declaration—and the 

imperialist legacy it left—
prevents that. 

The two things that Israel 
owes its existence—and 
Palestinians their suffering—
to racism and imperialism 

were intrinsic to Balfour.
Celebrating Balfour 

means celebrating the 
causes of Palestinian 

 suffering today.
100 years after Balfour, 
justice now—make it rght 
for Palestine: national 
march and rally, Saturday 
4 November, assemble 
12 noon, Grosvenor 

Square, London, W1K 6LF.

British troops 
attack protesting 
Palestinians in 
1933 (top), a 
British general 
enters Jerusalem 
in 1917 (above)

This was 
Britain claiming 
an important 
part of the 
Middle East

‘‘ 
Israeli prime minister
David Ben- Gurion

Arthur Balfour, who as foreign secretary

signed off on the dispossession of the

Palestinians on 2 November 1917

Labour won’t win change 
by acting ‘respectable’

As the prospect of  
government nears, the 
pressure is on Labour 
to distance itself from 
the movement, writes 
Sadie Robinson

SUPPORTERS OF Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn 
are anxious to protect 
the party’s image.

Labour did well in the 
election because Corbyn put 
forward a socialist message. 
But now some in Labour think 
the way to guarantee victory 
is to tone that down and show 
that Labour is “responsible”.

So shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell recently 
told a meeting at The World 
Transformed festival that 
Labour would seek to win the 
bosses over to backing it. 

Guardian columnist Paul 
Mason thinks Labour must 
avoid antagonising the rich 
too much by abandoning 
some of the party’s plans. This 
recognises that the rich would 
likely organise to undermine 
a Corbyn-led government. 

But instead of challenging 
that power, Mason and his 
like want to submit to it.

This means refusing 
to promise public sector 
workers an above-inflation 
pay rise and walking away 
from abolishing Trident.

Platforms 
It means not supporting 
policies that the right deem 
“irresponsible” or sharing 
platforms with people the 
right claim are “extreme”.

Why do Labour 
leaders, who have won 
support promoting a 
radical programme, feel 
they have to do this? 

Partly they think they 
have to look “serious” 
to get elected and be 
more mainstream. 

But it’s also because 
Labour’s goal is to get into 
office and manage capitalism.

So Labour may tax the 
rich more than a Tory 
government, or put more 
money into services. 

Yet it will not seriously 
challenge the position of the 
wealthiest. If you aren’t going 
to challenge the position of 
the rich, then you have to 

work with them and end up 
submitting to their agenda. 

In Greece the left wing 
Syriza party was elected in 
January 2015 promising 
to end austerity. A mass 
movement of working class 
people could have resisted 
the European Union (EU) and 
bankers’ attempts to crush it. 

But instead of building 
up that force, Syriza as a 
reformist party focused on 
keeping itself in office.

And that pressure had 
begun before it got into 

office. When the possibility of 
being elected first appeared 
in 2012, Syriza’s leadership 
sought to distance itself 
from the movement. 

So it argued against 
a teachers’ walkout and 
other strikes to look 
“responsible” to the bosses.

There are similar pressures 
on Labour’s leadership now. 

Deliver 
As the possibility of office 
nears, Labour leaders 
also begin to think about 
what their government 
would deliver—and scale 
back their promises.
Corbyn, McDonnell, Diane 
Abbott and others have stood 
up to pressure from the right.

But this isn’t about 
personalities. It’s about 
the structure of the system 
we live in and how Labour 
aims to work within that. 

So during the general 
election campaign Corbyn 
explained that when 
Britain leaves the EU “free 
movement will end”. 

He spoke as though he, 
as the potential next prime 
minister, would be in no 
position to do anything about 
this. So Labour has already 
backed down from that fight. 

Corbyn is right that 
the system is “rigged” in 
favour of the bosses. 

He wants to shift the 
balance in favour of ordinary 
people. But as a reformist, 
he does not want to tear 
down that rigged system.

That’s why Labour tries 
to prove to the bosses that 
it is responsible—and ends 
up being responsible for 
propping up their system.

THE LABOUR leadership 

BACK STORY
Pressure on for Labour’s 
left wing leadership to 
prove it’s ‘responsible’ 
lSome of its supporters 
argue it has to tone down 
its winning programme 
and to distance itself from 
the movement outside 
parliament
lThis recognises that the 
rich will try to use their 
power to undermine a 
Labour government 
lThe answer is to confront 
the rich and the state 

If you do not 
challenge the 
rich, you end up 
working with 
their agenda 
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 More cladding—and fewer firefighters
by ALISTAIR FARROW

“IT’S LIKE cladding your 
home in solid petrol,” fire 
expert and surveyor Arnold 
Tarling told the BBC last 
week. 

He was talking about the 
aluminium composite clad-
ding that covered Grenfell 
Tower, and specifically that 
type of cladding’s polyethyl-
ene core. 

“When it becomes liquid 
it melts, burns and sets fire 
to polyethylene at higher 
levels,” said Tarling. 

Rather than regulating 
building materials more 
strictly the Tories are letting 
business continue as usual. 

Sales of polyethylene for 
construction are increasing.

Tons
Some 170 metric tons were 
sold for use in construction 
in Britain in 2013. And 190 
tons will be sold next year if 
current trends continue. 

The legacy of Grenfell 
could easily be another 
inferno if the Tories and their 
allies across the construction 
and property industries aren’t 
stopped.

The Tories have repeatedly 
ignored councils’ requests for 
funding for fire safety work. 

Theresa May backtracked  
last month on her promise 
that the Tories would fund 
fire safety work on tower 
blocks. It is “up to the council 
to make decisions,” she said. 

“It is not the case that 
sprinklers are the only issue 
that needs to be looked at or 
addressed—nor is it the only 
solution to ensuring their 
safety,” May added.

This comes after figures 
released last week show that 
the number of firefighters 

has fallen by nearly a quarter 
over the past ten years.

Local fire authorities 
across Britain have axed fire-
fighter jobs in response to 
Tory spending cuts.

A Home Office report 
revealed that the number of 
firefighters has fallen from 

42,300 in 2007 to just over 
33,000 this year. That’s a 
decrease of 22 percent.

In another shocking exam-
ple of Tory ineptitude local 
government minister Sajid 
Javid was slammed last week 
for failing to have appointed 
a chief scientific adviser for 
his department. 

The current acting scien-
tific adviser for the Depart-
ment for Communities and 
Local Government, which 
is responsible for housing 
policy, is an economist. 

The ability of the depart-
ment to understand the tech-
nical problems raised by 
Grenfell has been called into 
question. 

Affected
And this week mental health 
professionals estimated that 
some 11,000 people have 
been affected by the fire and 
may need counselling. 

Dr John Green, lead 
psychologist for the response 
to the fire, said that Central 
and North West London NHS 
Trust (CNWL) is now the 
“largest trauma service in 
Britain”.

CNWL and local GPs have 
treated more than 1,300 

people so far for conditions 
such as post traumatic stress 
disorder related to the fire. 

The Grenfell Recovery 
Taskforce was set to make 
its initial report into the fire 
and the council’s response 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press on Tuesday. 

Activists have questioned 
the Taskforce’s ability to hold 
the council to account effec-
tively—its offices are in the 
council buildings.

And survivors remain 
cramped in overcrowded hotel 
rooms as the Tories delay 
rehousing people, further 
compounding the likelihood 
of mental health problems.

Mahad Egal lived on 
the fourth floor of Grenfell 
Tower. “We’re still in the 
same boat as we were four 
months ago,” he told Social-
ist Worker.

“No one I know has been 
permanently accommodated. 
It’s a mess. There’s a lot of 
empty promises and broken 
promises still—no one really 
knows what’s going on.”

GRENFELL TOWER was covered in flammable cladding Picture: Guy Smallman

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Abortion Wars—the fight 
for reproductive rights
Wed 15 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS.
Book launch with 
author Judith Orr
NEWCASTLE
100 years on—why 
do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
The Journey Cafe (near 
Newcastle central library),
New Bridge St,
NE1 8AN
OXFORD
100 years on—why 
do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Tue 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Wed 8 Nov, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
As Corbyn takes on 
the establishment—is 
socialism possible?
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
YMCA,Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
How can we fight 
Islamophobia?
Wed 8 Nov, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON
Marxism and mental health
Thu 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Socialism and nationalism
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
70 years since the 
partition of India
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
DUDLEY
Ten days that shook the 
world —the October 
Revolution 100 years on
Wed 8 Nov, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
Are we too late to 
stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
100 years on—why 
do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG
GLASGOW
100 years on—why 
do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HARLOW
100 years on—why 
do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Thu 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
70 years since the 
partition of India
Wed 8 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
100 years on—why 
do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Thu 16 Nov, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Marxism and mental health
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Capitalism in crisis
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: CENTRAL
What is the legacy of 
the Black Panthers?
Wed 8 Nov, 6.15pm, 
Learning Hub Room 2,
UCL South Quadrangle 
(Opposite print room café),
Malet Place,
WC1E 6BT

LONDON: HARINGEY
Ten days that shook the 
world—the October 
Revolution 100 years on
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Hollywood and sexism—
tip of the iceberg
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Syriza’s failure in Greece—
can Corbyn avoid the traps?
Thu 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd,
SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
The Russian Revolution and 
the British working class
Wed 8 Nov, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Toussaint Louverture— 
a black Jacobin in the 
age of revolutions
Wed 8 Nov, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A rebel’s guide to 
Antonio Gramsci
Wed 15 Nov, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
E17 6QQ
PORTSMOUTH
From Deliveroo to 
McStrike—how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
ROTHERHAM
Lenin—myths and reality
Wed 15 Nov, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
The First World War and 
1919—when British 
soldiers rebelled
Thu 9 Nov, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
How do we stop the 
rise of racism and the 
fascist far right?
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Reform or revolution—
two souls of socialism?
Thu 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA20BP
TELFORD
100 years on—why 
do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Thu 16 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade, Wellington,
TF1 1PY
YORK
Socialism and 
women’s liberation
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

LEICESTER
Rising Islamophobia, deaths 
in custody—where next for 
the fight against racism?
Wed 8 Nov, 7pm, 
City of Retreat Community 
Centre,
70-74 Church Gate,LE1 4AL

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

LONDON: HACKNEY
Eisenstein’s October 
film showing
Thu 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
DORCHESTER
Ireland—how the left 
made a breakthrough
Sat 4 Nov, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

DONCASTER
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes St, DN1 3NJ

LONDON: BRENT 
AND HARROW
Thu 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove,W10 5XL

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 8 Nov, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP

LONDON: EALING
Thu 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Wed 8 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

MEDWAY
Thu 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

NORWICH
Thu 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

HOW CAN
PALESTINE
BE FREE? 

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

Socialist Worker
 For daily updates and the stories that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

To receive alerts go 
to socialistworker.
co.uk add your email 
address in the 
‘Email updates’ box

Download Whatsapp 
to your phone Save 
07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker 
WhatsApp. Send 
‘start’ to the number 

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Send your reports and 
views to 
reports@ 
socialistworker.
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Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker 
(Britain)
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Balfour Declaration... 

Socialist Worker  1 November 2017



22 REPORTSSocialist Worker  1 November 2017

IN BRIEF 

Nazis register for 
trouble in Bromley
ANTI-FASCISTS WILL join 
a protest against the Nazi 
Britain First group in Bromley, 
south London, on Saturday. 

Their leaders have been 
charged with causing 
religiously aggravated 
harassment and have to sign 
in at Bromley police station 
every week. 

They joined a so-called 
“rally against grooming” in 
Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, 
last Saturday and were 
outnumbered by anti-fascist 
protesters.
lProtest against Britain First in 
Bromley. Saturday 4 November, 
12 noon, Bromley North train 
station. 

Tories should cut 
weapons not jobs 
THE UNITE union rallied reps 
from arms giant BAE Systems 
at parliament on Wednesday 
of last week.

They demanded that the 
government “spends the UK’s 
defence budget to support 
jobs in Britain”. BAE plans to 
make 2,000 job cuts, and it’s 
right to fight these.

Unite is frustrated that 
nearly 25 percent of the 
British state’s arms spending 
will soon go to US firms. 

But playing workers from 
different countries against 
each other is a dead end.

The workers who make 
advanced fighter planes and 
other military equipment 
have valuable skills that could 
be put to much better use. 

Mend hosts Trojan 
Horse meeting
A MEETING on the Trojan 
Horse scandal was set to 
take place in Birmingham on 
Friday. 

The scandal saw Muslims 
wrongly accused of trying to 
take over schools to promote 
“extremism” in the city.

The Muslim Engagement 
and Development (Mend) 
group has called the meeting. 

Speakers include joint 
general secretary of the 
NEU teaching union Kevin 
Courtney, anti-racist activist 
Salma Yaqoob and former 
chair of governors Tahir Alam.

UCU Left debates 
beating the pay cap 
THE UCU Left will hold its 
autumn conference in central 
London on Saturday 18 
November. 

Preparing to Win—Post-
16 Education for All will 
take place at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies.

The conference will aim 
to discuss and design policy 
for a progressive further and 
higher education sector. 

It will also debate how to 
build a movement that can 
beat the public sector pay 
cap.
lThe conference is free and 
takes place between 10am and 
4pm. To register go to  
bit.ly/2gV9O0Y

 PCS is fighting over  
 poverty pay and jobs
THE PCS union’s DWP 
group executive committee 
(GEC) met last week as 
workers at Sheffield Eastern 
Avenue Jobcentre launched 
a four-week strike.

They will be joined 
next Monday by workers 
at Plymouth Old Tree 
Court service centre. 

Plymouth is the first 
large benefit processing 
site to ballot for action 
over office closures.

One of the PCS’s 
demands in the campaign 
is a properly funded 
social security system.

There have been 
successful ballots in Hoylake 
in Merseyside, Whitley 
Bay in North Tyneside and 
Southall in west London.

But the first two strikes 
were short lived because of 

the timetable for closure. 
Members in Southall felt 

a sufficient DWP presence 
was being left in the area 
to meet their demands.

The closure programme 
will inevitably lead 
to redundancies with 
processing sites in Llanelli 
and Poole particularly at risk. 

There was recognition at 
the GEC that national strikes 
will be needed to stop the 
office closure programme 
and the assault on services. 

But it was also recognised 
that work needs to be done 
to build support for action 
before this can be called.
Dave Owens PCS DWP 
GEC (personal capacity)

nCIVIL SERVICE workers 
in the PCS union protested 
outside offices across the 

country on Tuesday—pay 
day—against poverty pay.

The protests were part of 
the PCS’s campaign to break 
the 1 percent public sector 
pay cap that most civil service 
workers still endure. 

The cap, which has held 
increases to 1 percent a year 
since 2010, means some 
workers have had real terms 
pay cuts of up to £3,500.

The PCS is asking its 
members whether they’d be 
prepared to strike to beat the 
cap in a consultative ballot that 
ends on Monday.

The vote could lead to a real 
strike ballot in the future. 

PCS activists who have used 
it as an opportunity to build 
support for action and recruit 
to the union have found an 
enthusiastic response.
Nick Clark

WORKERS AT outsourcing firm Capita began a nine-day strike this week against bosses’ 
plan to raid their pension scheme. The Unite union members walked out last Saturday at 
sites in Birmingham, Reading, Bristol, Manchester (above), Stirling and Belfast in action set 
to continue until this Sunday. Bosses plan to close workers’ defined benefit pension scheme 
and move them onto a worse defined contribution scheme. Unite says some stand to lose  
70 percent of their retirement income.  Picture: Mike killian

 Unions back Women’s Aid
CAMPAIGNERS IN South 
Yorkshire are appealing 
for trade union branches 
to support South Yorkshire 
Women’s Aid (SYWA).

The service was given a 
small grant of £30,000 from 
Doncaster council earlier 
this year, but funding is due 
to run out in December. 

The council will provide 
no further funding. 

Yet the council could easily 
afford to fund the service. 

It has advertised to recruit 
a Director of Corporate 
Resources on a salary of 
around £120,000 a year. 

Campaigners have written 
to trade union branches 
asking them to consider 
donating to SYWA. 

They said, “Clearly there 
is a need for specialist 
services like Women’s Aid, 
yet since 2010 54 percent of 
domestic violence specialist 
services have disappeared.

“We are the last 
Women’s Aid in South 
Yorkshire. A closure to a 
women’s aid in one area 
is an injury to women and 

children everywhere.”
The PCS, GMB, Unite, 

Unison, NEU and Bfawu 
unions all backed SYWA last 
week, along with Labour 
Party branches. Barnsley 
TUC sent a cheque for £100 
to support the campaign.
Sadie Robinson
lDonate to the campaign 
at bit.ly/2ziwik0 and follow 
SaveWomensAid on Twitter 
and Women’s Lives Matter 
Doncaster on Facebook

nBRADFORD council 
management are proposing 
hundreds of job cuts in 
children’s services.

In the next year they 
plan to reduce their 
workforce by 50 percent in 
their Early Help scheme. 

This is in addition 
to job cuts the council 
planned to make over 
the next four years. 

Currently, families who are 
referred to the service work 
with a team of professionals. 

But the job cuts will mean 
only one social worker 
will work with a family. 

PENSIONS

MARXISM IN SCOTLAND

AROUND 150 people came 
to Marxism in Scotland, 
hosted by the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP), in 
Glasgow last Saturday.

A very positive day saw 
debates about Catalonia, 
fighting racism, the legacy of 
the Russian Revolution—and 
much more.

A discussion about the 
way forward for the left in 
Scotland featured Scottish 
National Party MP Chris 
Stephens, Bob Thompson 
from Scottish Left Review, 
poet and Labour Party 
member Jim Monaghan and 
Angela McCormick from the 
SWP.

Although there were clear 
differences about how to 
fight against austerity, war 
and racism, there was also 
agreement about the need 
for united action.

Moazzam Begg from 
the campaign group Cage 

was warmly received for a 
powerful speech. 

He attacked the growing 
Islamophobia in society, 
questioned talk about 
“British values” and pointed 
to the central contribution 
that migrants make to 
society.

The final rally insisted 
that the movement in 
Catalonia must become more 
radical, more militant, and 
be based on working class 
mobilisation.

FIGHTING THE CUTS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

 Equal pay fight in Glasgow
UNISON AND GMB union 
members are still fighting a 
decade-long equal pay claim 
against Glasgow City Council.

The unions won a historic 
case in August that said pay 
grades for jobs dominated 
by women were not in line 
with those for male workers.

Denise, a Unison steward 
and home carer told Socialist 
Worker, “We’re holding 
demos to get the word out.

“We’ve been fighting for 
all these years and hoping 
we’ll see justice soon. 

“The courts can drag it 
out as long as they can, 
we’ll keep on until the end. 
I’ll shout until I have no 
breath in my body. We’re not 

giving up. We’re going to get 
stronger until we succeed.”

The Scottish National 
Party took the council from 
Labour six months ago, and 
campaigners want them 
to keep to their election 
promise of resolving this 
long-running dispute. 

There are 10,000 
outstanding claims at the 
council and campaigners 
remain determined. 

Denise said, “We have 
protests outside the council 
building because they have 
expensive meals in there 
and big pay packets. 

“We want them to 
know what it’s like to 
be on the breadline.”

OBITUARY
John Clossick
1945-2017
JOHN, WHO died last week 
was a founding member of the 
Socialist Society at Dundee 
University in the 1960s. 

He helped to organise big 
contingents of students to go 
to demonstrations in London 
against the Vietnam War. 

John was a tireless anti-
racist. He opposed sporting 
events such as the visit of the 
South African Rugby Team 
to Scotland and successfully 
prevented a visit of Enoch 
Powell to the university. 

He joined the International 
Socialists, forerunner of 
the Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP), in 1970 before going 
to train as a teacher.

For many years he was 
a very active member of 
Rank and File Teacher—an 

organisation of left wing 
teachers in the NUT union 
which campaigned on 
trade union, political and 
educational issues.

John was a leading light 
in fighting to maintain 
progressive educational 
policies when they were 
under attack in the late 
1970s. 

He was the NUT rep at his 
school and made a famous 
banner declaring “Rise with 

your Class not out of it!”
In south London as chair of 

the local Stop the War group 
he was thrust into a leading 
role in the Free Shaker Aamer 
campaign.

John helped found 
Wandsworth Against the 
Cuts, fighting the closure of 
adventure playgrounds and 
organising on estates against 
the bedroom tax. 

He was part of the 
campaign that successfully 
stopped the eviction of a 
family whose son had been 
arrested in the London riots. 

This was alongside his 
support for his partner 
Francine’s work with refugees 
and against racism. 

John played a significant 
role in the SWP in south 
London for many years.

Condolences to Francine 
and John’s children.
South London SWP

John Clossick

CIVIL SERVICE

Moazzam Begg
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BUS AND RAIL WORKERS 

Transport workers 
plan joint walkouts

>>continued from page 24 
bosses’ plans would remove 
the safety-critical role of the 
train guard and undermine 
safety for passengers.

A Northern Rail guard 
said, ““Hopefully the next 
strike will make management 
sit round the negotiating 
table and realise they’ve got 
to sort it out.

“They’re hiding behind 
their contract with the 
Department for Transport 
(DfT). We’ve offered to go 
with them to the DfT to sort 
it out but they’ve refused.” 

Turnout 
The Isle of Wight’s Island 
Line is the latest network to 
join the action after voting 
100 percent to strike on an 
80 percent turnout.

Southern train drivers in 
the Aslef union previously 
struck alongside RMT mem-
bers over DOO.

They are voting on the 
latest offer over DOO. This 
is the third deal the leader-
ship has put to them in the 
last year. 

The two previous ones 
were  re jec ted  by  the 
membership.

The latest deal will deliver 
a 28 percent pay rise and a 
second safety critical member 
of staff on board “except in 
exceptional circumstances.”

But bosses’ have a broad 

remit about what “excep-
t i ona l  c i r cums tance s ” 
means—including late trains 
or workers being ill. 

Aslef members should 
reject this deal and fight for 
one that guarantees a second 
safety trained member of 
staff is on board at all times. 

Agreeing to this offer 
weakens the fight to keep 
trains safe and accessible. 

Coordinated action is one 
way to beat back the bosses’ 

who ruthlessly pit workers 
against each other. 

The planned strikes have 
the potential to cause huge 
disruption in the North 
West—and are a break-
through in the fight for higher 
pay and accessible transport. 
lBack the bus workers.
Send messages of solidarity 
to George Bresnaham, Unite 
Branch 6/681, Green Lane, 
Liverpool L13 6RF and dianne.
mcintosh@unitetheunion.org

ABORTION RIGHTS 

Activists vow to keep up fight as they 
mark Abortion Act’s 50th anniversary    
OVER 230 people attended 
the Beyond the Backstreets 
conference in London last 
Saturday. It was organised 
by the Abortion Rights 
campaign to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the 1967 
Abortion Act. 

Diane Munday and Dilys 
Cossey from the Abortion 
Law Reform Association, 
which helped win the law, 
described life before the act. 

Dilys called it “the sexual 
dark ages”. Diane told of 
the women who died in 
the backstreet when every 
working class area had a 
“knitting needle Nora”. 

For many attending it was 
their first experience of a 
big pro-choice event. 

Several women who 
spoke from the floor talked 

of the need for abortion 
to be discussed positively 
in society to challenge the 
stigma surrounding it 

Labour MPs Cat Smith 
and Stella Creasy also 
spoke and shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott sent 
a message of support.

Improve 
The day was filled with 
debate about how we fight 
to improve abortion rights 
today. Sessions discussed 
why abortion is a trade 
union issue and how to stop 
the anti-abortion lobby 
“hijacking the conversation” 
over questions such as 
disability.

A powerful session on 
Ireland—north and south—
heard from Irish activists.

They included Sinead 
Kennedy, secretary of the 
Repeal the Eight coalition, 
which now includes  
100 organisations 
representing 1.5 million 
people.

She talked about the 
changes happening in 
Ireland and touched on 
a theme that threaded 
through the day—what 
should replace restrictive 
legislation.

To wrap up the day 
Abortion Rights chair Kerry 
Abel called for a renewed 
campaign for abortion 
rights for all, including 
decriminalisation and better 
access. 
lTo join or affiliate to 
Abortion Rights UK go to 
abortionrights.org.uk

ROYAL MAIL 

Postal workers plan new 
day of mass gate meetings 
THE CWU postal workers’ 
union has warned it could end 
negotiations early if Royal Mail 
bosses use talks simply to delay 
strikes.

And it has called for gate 
meetings next Tuesday.

CWU union officials entered 
fresh talks with Royal Mail 
bosses last week after a high 
court ruling forced them to 
postpone a planned 48 hour 
strike last month. 

But as talks began last 
Thursday CWU deputy general 
secretary Terry Pullinger said 

the union would try to end the 
process early if bosses dragged 
their heels. “We are not going 
to just sit things out if we know 
it’s just a cynical ploy to stop 
us taking industrial action,” 
he said.

The CWU says Royal Mail 
will have to make “an early 
and significant move” towards 
their demands to avoid action.

They include a pension deal 
for all postal workers, a pay 
rise not linked to productivity 
deals  and a shorter working 
week without loss of pay.

GREATER ANGLIA pickets in Clacton, Essex, last month  Picture: rMt

HOUSING 

Activists build opposition 
to social cleansing plans
by ALISTAIR FARROW

HOUSING campaigners took 
to the high court last week to 
challenge Labour-run 
Haringey council over its 
plan to demolish seven 
estates in the north London 
borough.  

The judicial review was 
looking at the process which 
led to the council approving 
Lendlease as its partner 
in the £2 billion Haringey 
Development Vehicle (HDV).  

Around 100 people 
protested outside the 
Royal Courts of Justice last 
Wednesday.

The ruling on the legal 
challenge is due back in a 

fortnight. The legal challenge 
is important, but must be 
part of a wider political 
campaign.

Crucially it must galvanise 
the thousands of people who 
will be affected. 

Activists are organising on 
Northumberland Park estate, 
which will be first to go if 
the HDV goes ahead. 

Paul Burnham from 
Haringey Defend Council 
Housing said, “If we lose 
the legal challenge we can 
use the appeals process to 
delay the plans. Any extra 
time to organise resistance is 
valuable.” 
lJoin the Housing Summit on  
Saturday 25 November. Details 
at axethehousingact.org.uk 

ISLINGTON

Mayor should halt sell-off
ACTIVISTS ARE calling on 
London’s Labour mayor 
Sadiq Khan to step in to stop 
private developers buying 
the Holloway Prison site in 
Islington, north London.

Rebecca Roberts from 
the Community Plan for 
Holloway said, “I hope the 
mayor will act now to keep 
the land in public ownership”

And she called on Khan 
to “explore the options for 

genuinely affordable homes 
and community facilities.”

 Khan has backtracked 
over promises over 
“affordable” housing 
targets. First he promised 
that 50 percent of new 
developments would 
be “affordable”, then 
35 percent. Campaigners 
need to keep up pressure.
lSign the petition at  
chn.ge/2hpxur4

HOUSING ASSOCIATIONS 

RESIDENTS ARE gearing 
up for action against the 
merger of the Notting Hill 
and Genesis housing 
associations.

It would create the largest 
housing association in 
Britain and push the market 
further into social housing. 

Residents are demanding a 
vote on the plans.

Protests outside coming 
shareholders’ meetings could 
put pressure on them to vote 
against the plans.
lGo to socialistworker.co.uk 
for a full list of shareholders’ 
meetings

CLEANERS 

LOW PAID cleaners at 
Manchester Airport were set 
to strike on Friday in the first 
of nine planned walkouts.

The Unite union members 
are employed by contractor 
Mitie. Most are on the 

minimum wage and demand 
an extra £1 an hour. 

Subsequent strikes, 
running into December and 
January are to be longer, 
including one lasting four 
weeks.

CINEMA WORKERS 

Living Wage 
week action  
PICTUREHOUSE cinema 
workers at five sites across 
London are set to strike for 
four hours next Monday.

They are members of the 
Bectu section of the Prospect 
union. Workers at the Ritzy 
cinema in Brixton, south 
London, will also be striking 
on Sunday.

The workers’ demands 
include maternity pay, sick 
pay and the London Living 
Wage of £9.75.

The strikes have been 
called to highlight workers’ 
demands during Living Wage 
Week next week. Media 
stunts can be very effective 
in raising the profile of a 
dispute.

But to win, the union 
needs to have a serious 
campaign of strikes and 
recruitment.
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 RACIST LIES FUEL 
  BRUTAL ATTACK   
by DAVE SEWELL

A HORRIFYING attack on a 
Muslim woman in Leicester 
underlines the importance 
of taking on Islamophobia.

Zaynab Hussein is still 
in hospital five weeks after 
being run over on Wednesday 
20 September in what police 
are treating as a hate crime on 
religious and racial grounds.

She had broken limbs and 
needed skin grafts after suf-
fering extensive cuts.

Zaynab was attacked on 
her way home from taking 
her children to school by a 
man who police say wanted 
to kill her.

They have charged him 
with attempted murder 
over the attack, and with 
attempted grievous bodily 
harm for an attack on a 
schoolgirl the same day.

Organise
He is due to appear in 
Leicester  Crown Court 
on Friday of next week. 
The attack took place in 
Beaumont Leys, a poor area 
where the far right has tried 
to organise.

It’s at least the second 

racist vehicle attack on 
Muslims this year.

Darren Osborne drove a 
van into pedestrians near 
Finsbury Park Mosque, north 
London, in June. 

Eyewitnesses reported that 

he shouted, “I want to kill all 
Muslims.”

Osborne’s attack killed 
one and injured at least eight 
people. It followed Theresa 
May’s speech blaming a 
series of terrorist attacks on 

“the single, evil ideology of 
Islamist extremism”.

An alleged Nazi appeared 
in court last week accused of 
plotting to murder Labour MP 
Rosie Cooper with a machete. 

He was one of six men 

accused of belonging to the 
Nazi group National Action.

Politicians and the press 
condemn such violence—
while whipping up the hatred 
that helps drive it.

Tory MP Bob Blackman 

hosted the far right Hindu 
nationalist Tapan Ghosh in 
parliament last week.

Ghosh has praised the 
ethnic cleansing of Rohingya 
Muslims in Myanmar.

Syria
The Daily Mail newspaper 
fumed last weekend against 
mooted measures to help 
people who went to fight 
with Isis in Syria to reinte-
grate into society.

It suggested “extremists” 
could be given priority for 
council housing. 

The government’s main 
response to people who 
went to Syria is far less 
sympathetic. 

Aid minister Rory Stewart 
said last month, “The only 
way of dealing with them will 
be, in almost every case, to 
kill them.”

The government’s coun-
ter-radicalisation strategy 
Prevent treats Muslims as 
potential terrorists. It’s hardly 
surprising that some racists 
gain the confidence to act.

It’s vital to build Stand Up 
To Racism groups that can 
take on the racism from the 
top and respond to all racist 
incidents locally.

ACTIVISTS FROM Leicester joined an anti-racist protest in London last year  Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

TRANSPORT

 Rail and bus workers call coordinated strikes over pay and conditions
by SARAH BATES

TRANSPORT WORKERS in 
the North West of England 
were set to stage a 24 
hour coordinated strike on 
Wednesday of next week. 

Arriva North bus drivers 
and engineers in the Unite 
and GMB unions plan 
to walk out over pay.

It follows a 24-hour 
strike on Monday 
of this week.

And rail workers across 
six networks will strike 
next week—with four 
networks also staying out 
on Thursday of next week. 

The bus strike 
involves some 2,000 bus 

drivers and engineers 
across 11 depots. 

They say bosses’ 
latest pay offer does not 
remedy pay differences 
between depots or rise 
in line with inflation. 

Eddie Parker, GMB 
regional secretary, said, 
“The final pay offer made 
by the company represents 
an increase of between 1.2 
percent and 2.6 percent. 

“Inflation has hit  
3 percent, so this is in 
effect a real terms pay 
cut for members.”

Arriva North made  
£25 million profit 
last year—but offered 
workers a pay rise of 
just 31p an hour. 

And currently there 
is up to £1.73 an hour 
difference between 
depots. Unions say this 
would increase to £2 
under the latest offer.

RMT union members at 
Southern, Greater Anglia, 
South West Railways 
and Island Line will 
strike for 48 hours next 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

And RMT members at 
Northern and Merseyrail 
will join them on the 
first day. It is the latest 
walkout in a long-
running dispute over the 
implementation of driver 
only operation (DOO). 

The Tories’ and train
>>>turn to page 23Arriva North bus drivers and engineers strike over pay
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