
lRACIST, SEXIST PRESIDENT
 WANTS TO COME HERE IN FEB

 STOP
TRUMP
VISIT

DONALD TRUMP retweeted the 
Britain First Nazis and showered 
the US rich with a trillion dollars 
in tax cuts last week. 
  And he was drawn deeper into 
revelations about his lies and 
cover-ups in the White House. 

Now there are reports that 
this sexist, racist bigot will come 
to Britain for an official visit on  
26-27 February. 

Whether it’s a full state visit 
or not, Trump is not welcome.  

We need protests now against 
Theresa May’s invitation.

And if her tottering govern-
ment dares to go ahead with this 
rotten plan then there have to be 
mass demonstrations, occupa-
tions and action in workplaces 
and colleges. 

Get ready to take to the 
streets against Trump.

>>for more see 
 pages 4&5

Thousands raised 
for Calais refugees 

Stand Up To Racism solidarity 
delegations to France >>Page 20

Anti-racists take on  
McDonald’s over hijab

Outrage at Islamophobia spreads 
 >>Page 6
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Tories split 
by deal or no 
deal rows
THE LEADERS of the 
bigoted Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) relished their 
power over Theresa May’s 
government this week. 

They scuppered the deal 
May thought she had agreed 
with the Irish government 
and the European Union 
(EU) on Monday.

She hoped to find a new 
deal later in the week, but 
on Monday night her hold 
on Number 10 seemed 
shakier than ever.

Northern Ireland poses 
a problem in any attempt 
to negotiate Brexit. The 
Republic of Ireland is part 
of the EU customs union 
and single market.

Britain almost certainly 
won’t be after it leaves the EU.

If Northern Ireland does 
the same, its economy will 
no longer be regulated by the 
same rules as southern Ireland.

That breaks the Good 
Friday agreement. And it 
would push one or both 
states towards reimposing 
some degree of border 
controls—dividing Ireland 
and provoking resentment.

So what if Northern Ireland 
stays in the single market or 
customs union under some 
sort of special arrangement?

That would point towards 
a kind of exceptional status 
and border controls between 
Northern Ireland and 
Britain—something the
>>continued on page 5
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Grayling privatises 
more rail services 
TORY transport secretary 
Chris Grayling announced 
his new plan for Britain’s 
railways last Wednesday—
which will surprise no one 
by increasing the reach 
of private companies. 

The “connecting people: 
a strategic vision for rail” 
report calls for “greater 
collaboration” between 
state-owned Network Rail 
and private franchises. 

Stagecoach and 
Virgin Trains jointly 
operate the East Coast 
franchise—which had 
been running up losses.  

So the Tories are going 
to bail them out of their 
contract three years early. 

Stagecoach’s shares 
rose 13 percent the day 
after the announcement. 

Currently maintenance 

of train tracks falls 
to Network Rail—but 
Grayling’s plans mean 
private companies will 
now have to look after 
the tracks they run on. 

And the Tories are 
going to break up their 
“super-franchise” of 
Thameslink, Southern and 
Great Northern in 2021. 

‘Let her eat biscuits,’ Bath 
protest tells Dame Glynis  
STUDENTS AT the University of Bath 
sent a strong message to their hated 
vice chancellor last week—let her eat 
biscuits. 

Dame Glynis Breakwell, Britain’s 
highest paid vice chancellor, was forced 
to cower indoors as angry protesters 
threw fig rolls, shortbread and other 
treats during a protest against her.

As well as grabbing £468,000 a year 
in salary and benefits, Breakwell had 
also claimed £2 for biscuits as part of 
her £20,000 annual expense bill. 

Hundreds of students and university 
workers joined the protest, some chant-
ing, “Biscuits in, Glynis out!”

The scale of the anger has forced 
Breakwell to announce her retirement 
next year. But to add insult to injury, 
she’ll still be receiving her full salary 
until February 2019 as she’ll be enjoy-
ing a six-month long paid sabbatical.

On top of that Breakwell will con-
tinue to live in a listed Georgian town-
house and a £31,500 car loan will be 
written off.

She thinks she’s worth it. “I think that 
we have a situation where we are in a 
globally competitive market for talent in 
higher education and that’s particularly 

true in terms of the leaders of higher 
education,” she said, to explain her vast 
income.

The university has also paid her coun-
cil tax and utility bills, as well as forking 
out for a cleaner.

More vice chancellors should come 
under fire for their pay and privileges 
over the coming months as universities 
release their accounts.

It has already emerged that Sir 
Christopher Snowden, vice chancel-
lor at the University of Southampton, 
grabs a pay package of £433,000. The 
university has announced plans to slash 
75 jobs while advertising for a chauffeur 
for Snowden and other bosses to use.

Andrew Corbett-Nolan of the Good 
Governance Institute warned that not all 
universities “are in tune with the current 
mood” on bosses’ pay.

The UCU, Unison and Unite unions 
at Bath university demanded that 
Breakwell “must go now”. They said she 
will grab over £600,000 more from the 
university before she leaves.

l COMMONS SPEAKER John 
Bercow has avoided Twitter 

since his wife said a peer was 
a paedophile a few years ago. 
When news broke about Trump 
retweeting a Nazi the speaker 
was bemused.  
     So was his clerk, who 
asked Bercow, “It’s not Katie 
Hopkins again, is it?”

lSOMETIMES POLITICS just isn’t fair. 
While those who fawn over the Labour 

leader can buy themselves a cosy Jeremy 
Corbyn Christmas jumper for the festive 
season, what about fans—or possibly the 
fan—of Theresa May? 

They’ll have to make do with a 
Theresa May pin cushion—“ready 
to stab or squeeze”. Available for 
£5.99 on eBay. Pins not provided.

Former Tory faked vote 
nomination forms 
A FORMER Tory MP 
tricked elderly and 
infirm people into 
signing nomination 
forms for candidates 
in local elections.

Voters approached 
last year by Bob Spink 
—who defected to Ukip 
in 2008—believed they 
were signing petitions, 
a court was told.

The former Tory MP  
for Castle Point in 
Essex was found guilty 
of submitting false 
signatures. Spink, 
from Benfleet, will be 
sentenced in the New 
Year, along with James 
Parkin, 39, who forged 
signatures from the 
electoral register.

Judge Ian Graham 
told them at Southwark 

Crown Court, “These 
types of offences are 
taken very seriously.”

The jury heard that 
none of the candidates 
in the deception won a 
seat on the council.

lTHE TORIES are 
secretly pausing 

the disastrous roll 
out of Universal 
Credit in Theresa 
May’s constituency.

They are also delaying 
the benefits shake-up 
in the constituencies of 
a string of top Tories, 
including that of work 
and pensions secretary 
David Gauke, under 
fire first secretary of 
state Damian Green 
and UC’s architect 
Iain Duncan Smith.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It takes great 
bravery to 
stand up to 
your enemies. 
It takes even 
more bravery to 
stand up to your 
friends’
Tory minister Sam Gyimah 
explains he is not keen on US 
president Trump coming to 
Britain 

‘It takes great 
bravery to 
stand up to 
your enemies. 
It takes even 
more bravery to 
stand up to your 
friends’
JK Rowling’s wizard character 
Dumbledore in Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher’s Stone

‘Walk and chew 
gum at the same 
time’
Education minister Robert 
Goodwill said the government 
was “absolutely committed” to 
social mobility, after the entire 
board of the Social Mobility 
Commission quit 

‘The Irish 
are playing a 
dangerous game, 
and all because of 
a few milk bottles 
over the border’ 
Tory Lord Lamont on the 
Anglo-Irish border problems

Looking to 
a higher 
authority
STRESSED priests and 
rabbis, psychologically 
bruised by their 
congregations, have 
been seeking guidance 
from a higher power.

The Unite union has 
had a surge in ministers 
joining its faith workers 
division. Almost 1,500, 
including priests, rabbis 
and a few imams, are 
members. It’s a rise of 
almost 200 or 16 percent, 
on the year before.

The union’s helpline 
for clerics has received 
hundreds of calls 
in the past year.

The Rev Peter Hobson 
is head of Church of 
England Clergy Advocates 
(CECA) within Unite. He 
said priests were unlikely 
to walk out on strike.

Chris Grayling

GOING UP

COOKIE MONSTER says go

Brighton Lord 
pays back 
A SENIOR Labour peer 
will repay up to £41,000 
after admitting that he 
wrongly claimed travel 
expenses.

Lord Bassam of 
Brighton, Labour’s chief 
whip in the Lords, claimed 
for taxis and rail fares 
for journeys between 
his home in Brighton 
and London while also 
receiving an overnight 
allowance.

The peer receives a 
salary of £63,537 for the 
role as well as a Lords 
office holders’ allowance 
of £36,366 a year.

CHRISTMAS biscuit 
prices have rocketed 
by up to a third on last 
year.

Asda’s Christmas 
milk, dark and white 
chocolate biscuits are 
up 33 percent to £4. 

Sainsbury’s Scottish 
Shortbread Selection 
has risen 20 percent to 
£6. And Tesco’s Novelty 
Shortbread Tin is 20 
percent more at £5.   
    Morrisons’ 
Gingerbread Man rose 
23 percent to 80p.

Sainsbury’s said, 
“Prices can fluctuate.” 

Crumbs! 



Grenfell fire 
survivors 
slam inquiry
SURVIVORS OF the Grenfell 
Tower fire have launched a 
petition calling on Tory prime 
minister Theresa May to give 
them more input into the 
inquiry into the causes of 
the fire.

The inquiry, headed by 
Sir Martin Moore-Bick, 
has been criticised since 
its beginning for being 
unrepresentative. 

Many groups and 
individuals, including the 
Justice4Grenfell campaign, 

have been denied core 
participant status.

The Grenfell United 
campaign submitted the 
petition. It said the inquiry 
should have people on 
the panel “with relevant 
background, expertise, 
experience and a real 
understanding of the issues 
facing those affected”.

The petition has reached 
over 10,000 signatures, 
which requires the 
government to respond to it. 

If it reaches over 100,000 
it will be considered for 
debate in parliament.

Kensington and Chelsea 
council were set to meet on 
Wednesday evening. The 
Justice4Grenfell campaign 
was set to protest outside.
Sign the petition at 
bit.ly/2iTOeuK

Estates campaign caused 
Labour right’s council woe
THE BATTLE between left and 
right in the Labour Party has come 
starkly into the open in Haringey, 
north London.

Selection contests for the candi-
dates for local elections next May 
have seen the right wing routed. 

The central issue has been the 
Haringey Development Vehicle 
(HDV). 

This a £2 billion deal with a pri-
vate developer that would mean the 
demolition of seven estates in the 
borough.

Before the selections began  
28 Labour councillors were for the 
HDV and 21 against. 

Now, after nearly all the selections 
have taken place, 41 Labour candi-
dates are against the HDV and just 
seven for it. 

Predictably the right has cried foul 
about this exercise in democracy that 
has not ended up as they hoped.

Lead councillor for housing Alan 
Strickland, who stood down from the 
selection process after losing a vote, 
denounced “noisy activists.”

Right wing Labour MP Caroline 
Flint tweeted, “Purging of decent 
hardworking councillors is bad for 
@UKLabour, bad for democracy and 
bad for local communities.”

Damage
Shadow education secretary Angela 
Rayner was referencing Haringey 
when she said, “Any factionalism in 
the Labour Party will damage us and 
remove us from getting near power.

“It ultimately damages the people 
that need our support”.

There has been a concerted 
attempt to smear the campaign 
against the HDV as controlled by 
left wing agitators—including the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

But anti -HDV campaigners 
reject that. “People say this was a 
Momentum campaign,” said Stop 
HDV campaigner Phil Jackson out-
side a meeting of Haringey council on 

Monday. “But tell that to the tenants 
and residents who have come out in 
their hundreds.”

The key factor in derailing the 
HDV has been a campaign of relent-
less argument and agitation on 
the estates, demonstrations and 

meetings. The Labour reselections 
are an echo of this. Struggle in the 
streets and workplaces comes first.

Socialist Worker welcomes the 
shift left in Labour. 

But this week came a warning 
about the limits of elections and 
working inside Labour.

Demolish
On Monday night councillors voted 
on plans to demolish the Love Lane 
estate. 

It is part of a separate redevelop-
ment to the HDV but with the same 
developer—Lendlease.

The motion passed by 27 votes to 
eight. Many left wing Labour council-
lors were not present at the meeting. 

The vote could have gone against 
the demolition, or at least been much 

closer, if they had attended. But this 
would have meant voting against 
the whip. Disgustingly the right 
could have seized the chance to push 
through suspensions.

Regrettably the left stayed away. 
Let’s hope the HDV is now scup-
pered—although the right wing coun-
cillors will do their best to entrench it 
before they go.

But whatever happens in May we 
need stronger resistance outside the 
council chambers and the Labour 
selection meetings to stop cuts and 
win the housing and the services we 
need.

HUNDREDS HAVE joined the campaign in Haringey Picture: Guy Smallman

Loser—councillor Alan Strickland

More online
Furious residents march in Haringey   
Go to bit.ly/2tEu0s5

Marching for Grenfell last month

Breakfast  
in red
Wake up to Socialist 
Worker in your inbox 
every morning.  

Sign up to our morning 
newsletter ‘Breakfast 
in red’ and get a fresh 
article every day.
 
For news and analysis on 
the stories that matter 
go to: socialistworker.
co.uk/subscribe
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Mahmoud Abbas 

Activists slam retweets  
 of the fascist Britain First 
ANTI-FASCISTS in 
the US and Britain 
condemned Donald 
Trump after he 
retweeted Nazi Britain 
First leader Jayda 
Fransen last week.

Fransen posted 
videos with captions 
such as, “Islamist 
mob pushes teenage 
boy off roof and beats 
him to death!” and, 
“Muslim destroys a 
statue of virgin Mary!”

Anti-fascists warned 
that the retweets will 
encourage racists and 
fascists.

US group Great 
Lakes Antifascists 
told Socialist Worker, 
“President Trump is 
actively promoting 
the ultra-nationalist, 
fascist, racist agenda 
of Britain First with 
these tweets.”

US activist Carmen 
Hulbert told Socialist 
Worker, “Trump 
doesn’t stop appalling 
the world with his 
insensitive actions 
against Muslims”.
And Weyman Bennett, 
joint secretary of Unite 
Against Fascism (UAF) 
said, “It beggars belief 
that the most powerful 

person in the world is 
retweeting Fransen’s 
vile views.

“Britain First 
rubbed shoulders 
with fascists on a 
demonstration in 
Poland, just weeks 
ago.” 

Trump was 
also slammed by 
politicians. Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn 
said, “I hope our 
government will 
condemn far right 
retweets by Trump.”

A spokesperson 
for Theresa May 

criticised Trump. 
But when asked if 
Trump’s state visit 
would be cancelled, 
said, “An invitation 
for a state visit has 
been extended and 
accepted”. 

In times of political 
crisis millions of 
people can be pulled 
to the left or the right 
quickly.

Trump’s 
endorsement will give 
confidence to fascists 
and racists in the US 
and Britain—and could 
help them to grow.

Nazi leader Jayda Fransen

 Capital grab to boost Israel
DONALD Trump was 
expected to make 
a speech this week 
recognising Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital. 

Such a claim would 
give legitimacy to 
Israel’s occupation of 
Palestinian land and 
its claim to rightfully 
own Jerusalem.

Israel has occupied 
the western part of 
Jerusalem since it was 
divided in 1949. 

The division 
came after tens of 
thousands of Arabs 
were forced to flee 
Palestine when the 
state of Israel was 
established. 

The Six Day War 
in 1967 saw Israel 
occupy the rest of 
Jerusalem and claim it 
as its own.

Palestinian 
Authority (PA) 
president Mahmoud 
Abbas said that such 

a speech by Trump 
could end possible 
peace talks with 
Israel. Israel has used 
the peace process to 
extend and deepen its 
control of Palestinian 
land.

Palestinian 
resistance group 
Hamas said Trump’s 
announcement 
would spark a new 
Palestinian “intifada” 
or uprising

It comes as a deal 
between the PA which 
governs the West 
Bank, and Hamas 
which controls the 
Gaza Strip, is breaking 
down.

 Mass protests for Brit visit
DONALD TRUMP is 
set to visit Britain in 
February. 

That’s according 
to a Sunday Times 
newspaper report 
which gives the 
dates as 26 and 27 
February of next year. 
The visit would be 
due to coincide with 
the opening of the 

new US embassy 
in Vauxhall, south 
London.

Trump needs to 
be met with huge 
demonstrations if he 
sets foot in Britain.

Maz Saleem from 
Stand Up To Trump 
said, “Huge numbers 
have already said 
they will publicly 

protest if Donald 
Trump comes. 

“Theresa May 
should be ashamed 
of herself for allowing 
this to happen—he 
should not be given a 
visit at all.”
Go to Facebook event 
Stand Up To Trump: 
Protest his visit to the 
UK 2018 for more 
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ED MILIBAND’S ‘BIG IDEAS’ 
AREN’T THE WAY TO WIN 

 

FLYING INTO A STORM
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Day and evening 
tickets £12 
waged and £6 
unwaged/conc. 
Day or evening 
only ticket £6 
waged and £3 
unwaged/conc. 
You can book 
your tickets at 
the Rich Mix 
box office. 
Phone 020 
7613 7498 
or online at 
richmix.org.uk

lovemusic 
hateracism.com

 Rich cheer  
 Trump as he  
 hands them  
 a trillion in 
 tax cuts       
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

TAX CUTS worth £1.1 trillion were 
passed in the US Senate last 
Saturday—and the rich cheered.

Many in the US establishment 
may see Donald Trump as a desta-
bilising and unpredictable force—
but he has delivered everything they 
want with these measures. 

The main pillar of the bill is a 
reduction in corporation tax from 
35 to 20 percent.

Both the Republican-controlled 
joint committee on taxation and the 
congressional budget office said the 
reforms were regressive. They esti-
mated the bill raises taxes for the 
lowest paid while cutting taxes for 
those at the top. 

Extra taxes and welfare cuts will 
be piled on the poorest in US soci-
ety to fund the handouts for those 
at the top.

The US is already more unequal 
in terms of income than at any time 
in a century and a half. It’s about to 
get worse.

I n  an  ou t r ageous  move 
Republicans submitted 479 pages of 
amendments about other issues to 
the bill at the last minute. 

Obamacare 
The bill now includes the repeal 
of part of the Affordable Care Act, 
known as “Obamacare”. 

That will leave some 13 million 
people without health insurance. 
Other measures include the open-
ing up of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge for oil and gas exploration.

A spokesperson for the Fair Tax 
campaign told Socialist Worker, 
“Watching the way the Republicans 
are approaching tax reform just 
makes you want to sit down and cry.

“They want to remove deduc-
tions for state and local taxes, which 
penalises Democratic-run states. 

“They want to change individ-
ual tax brackets but leave the top 
bracket unchanged.”

R e p u b l i c a n s  o u t n u m b e r 
Democrats by 52 to 48 in the Senate. 
On previous legislation Trump has 
been unable to get enough of his 
own party’s senators to vote for his 

policies. 
But they united to force through 

this brutal class war measure.
Senators who had opposed 

Trump on previous legislation, such 
as the original repeal of Obamacare, 
backed him this time round. 

Senator John McCain won praise 
for helping to defeat Trump’s attacks 
in the Senate earlier in the year. 
McCain supported the tax bill, even 
though it included the precise health 
proposals he had voted against.

The Democrats in the Senate 
put up a show of resisting the tax 
reform bill with angry but impotent 
speeches against it. 

They have nothing against hand-
outs for big business and the rich in 
principle.  

A group of Democratic senators 
proposed a slightly different set of 
tax cuts for the rich last week. 

“Why settle for just 50 votes on tax 
reform when you could get as many 
as 70?” they asked the Republicans.  

BACK STORY
Donald Trump has pushed 
through a massive attack on 
working class people 
lA new bill gives a trillion dollars 
to the rich and big business
lIt’s based on slashing 
corporation tax 
lBut Republicans snuck in other 
attacks, such as repealing parts 
of Obamacare
lMeanwhile Trump is under fire 
from the inquiry into his team’s 
Russian links and for retweeting 
Nazi group Britain First 

PROTESTING AGAINST Trump’s tax cuts in New York 

Top team tangled up in lies and 
accusations over Russian links  
THE FBI’S investigation into 
Russian involvement in the US 
elections is drawing closer to 
Donald Trump.

Former National Security 
Agency head Michael Flynn 
has said he will work with 
the investigation, headed by 
Department of Justice special 
counsel Robert Mueller. 

Flynn pleaded guilty to lying to 
the FBI about his dealings with 
Russia and Israel.

The lenient terms of his plea 
bargain—a six-month maximum 
sentence and a small fine—
suggest Mueller will use Flynn 
to testify against members of 
Trump’s campaign team.

Clipped 
Jared Kushner, Trump’s son in 
law, could be one of those who 
Flynn has information on. 

Trump’s team know this and 
have clipped Kushner’s wings—
he previously had a wide-ranging 
brief including Middle East 
policy.  Flynn’s plea deal alleges 
“a very senior member of the 
presidential transition team” 

asked him to delay a UN Security 
Council resolution condemning 
Israeli settlements. 

US news site ABC News claim 
that “sources” say Jared Kushner 
was that “very senior member”.

Between 2006 and 2015 
Kushner was co-director of 
the Charles and Seryl Kushner 
Foundation. It has funded an 
organisation in the Beit El illegal 
settlement.

Meanwhile, Trump’s Twitter 
interventions are causing his 

legal team a headache. Trump 
appeared to confirm that he had 
known Flynn lied at the time. 

He tweeted that he fired Flynn 
“because he lied to the  
vice-president and the FBI”.

Tweet 
He had asked the previous 
inquiry head James Comey to 
back off from investigating 
Flynn, according to Comey. 
Trump’s tweet suggests he knew 
about Flynn lying at the time he 
allegedly did this.

That raises the possibility 
of Trump being indicted for 
obstruction of justice. 

This sent Trump’s lawyers 
scrambling. One claimed he, not 
Trump, had sent the tweet. 

The Democrats are hoping the 
scandal will be enough to bring 
down Trump on its own. They 
don’t want any political crisis to 
mobilise ordinary people.

A reinvigoration of the protest 
movement against Trump is 
needed to deliver the final blow 
and pull the resistance towards 
the interests of workers. 

Michael Flynn
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BRITAIN OUT OF IRELAND, 
FIGHT TO SHAPE BREXIT

>>continued from front 
DUP could never tolerate.

And if Britain leaves the border 
with the EU open, world trade 
treaties mean it would have to 
open its borders to imports from 
the rest of the world too.

That’s out of the question for 
the racist, nationalist Tories.

May tried to find a magic 
formula ambiguous enough to 
fudge the question.

That’s why so much appeared 
to hang on the difference between 
the phrases “no regulatory 
divergence” and “continued 
regulatory alignment”, for 
example.

For socialists there are two 
clear and simple measures, 
either of which could resolve the 
dilemma.

One is to open the borders—
to Ireland, Europe and the whole 
world. Immigration controls are a 
tool of racist repression. 

Import controls pit workers in 
different countries against each 
other. The world would be better 
off if both were scrapped.

The other is to end British rule 
in Northern Ireland. The statelet in 
Northern Ireland is a leftover of a 
brutal product of empire that was 
founded on sectarianism.

The Tories can’t contemplate 
this, of course. It’s partly because 
their disastrous general election 
performance gave the DUP a veto 
on their government’s survival, and 
they are in no state to fight a new 
election.

It’s partly because of their 
historical links to the Unionists 
too. 

And May’s crusade to scapegoat 
immigration—as home secretary 
then as prime minister—puts her 
in a corner where she can hardly 
call for open borders.

Brexit has triggered crises in 
some of the most reactionary 
structures of the British state.

Ukip has already imploded—
and the vote deepened the 

ongoing Tory crisis it was meant to 
resolve. The Brexit crisis has given 
new ammunition to the Tory right 
who sniff betrayal in May’s deal 
with the EU.

Another twist concerns May’s 
deputy Damian Green, accused by 
former top cops of downloading 
pornography at work.

May can’t get rid of him without 
triggering a new cabinet split with 
Brexit secretary David Davis. But 
she can’t keep him without calling 
the cops liars—not a place a Tory 
prime minister wants to go to.

One of the main factors fuelling 
the Brexit vote was a desire to 
punish the establishment—and it’s 
working. 

That’s why it would be a 
mistake to follow the Scottish 
National Party and top Labour 
figures into trying to roll it back.

May has laid out her vision for 
a racist, nationalist Brexit. But it’s 
not going according to plan. And 
that creates space for socialists 
to shape Brexit with our own 
demands.

The fight is on, not to cling 
to the EU but to win real free 
movement for migrants, an end 
to the bosses’ single market—and 
the fall of the British Empire’s last 
colony.

ACTION TO WIN ON PAY
LOCAL government employers 

have offered a million council 
workers in England and Wales 

a 2 percent “rise” for each of the 
next two years 

That’s still far less that the rate of 
inflation, and is therefore a pay cut 
in real terms. And the money will 
have to come from existing budgets. 

Unison union general secretary 
Dave Prentis and other local 
government unions have previously 
argued for  “genuine rises” to make 
up for a decade of pay cuts. 

They have to be pushed to 

reject this offer and start a fight to 
win more.  They could win allies.

Civil service workers have 
voted for action in a consultative 
ballot. Further education lecturers 
are poised to start strike ballots in 
some colleges. 

Health unions have put in a 
claim for a 3.9 percent rise plus a 
lump sum of £800. 

But don’t wait for the TUC 
union federation to coordinate 
action. The TUC’s Public Services 
Liaison Group (PSLG) of union 
leaders was rumoured to have met 

on Monday. Asked if public sector 
pay was discussed at the meeting, 
the TUC said it wasn’t the sort of 
thing they released details on. 

At TUC Towers the slogan 
seems to be, “Don’t mention the 
class war.” 

The Tories are in an awful 
mess—but there’s nothing 
inevitable about them falling apart. 
And Tory Jeremy Hunt has just 
announced a new attack on heath 
workers’ pay (see page 19).  

We need action to force real 
pay rises from the Tories.  

Brexit has 
triggered crises 
in some of the 
most reactionary 
state structures

‘‘ 
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CHARLIE KIMBER

 South Africa needs  
 a new workers’ party
THE RULING African National Congress (ANC) in 
South Africa is facing its biggest crisis since the end of 
apartheid.

A bitter battle for its leadership is sharply dividing the 
party, and it may be losing the South African Communist 
Party (SACP) as a member of its electoral coalition. The 
SACP has been crucial in keeping workers as part of the 
ANC’s bloc.

The ANC’s aura as the organisation that fought bravely 
against the racist state and led the way to democracy has 
been draining away for many years.

The end of apartheid was a huge victory, but economic 
power remains firmly in the hands of multinational firms, 
white bosses and a thin layer of very rich black people.

Meanwhile the black majority face appalling conditions. 
An official report in August showed that 30.4 million South 
Africans—56 percent of the population—are living in 
poverty, up from 27.3 million in 2011.

But the gradual decline in ANC support has now become a 
flood. President Jacob Zuma is widely derided as corrupt and 
faces 18 charges on 783 counts of fraud.

These crimes were allegedly committed before he was 
president. But Zuma also faces a series of new potential legal 
challenges linked to “state capture” and his ties to the Gupta 
family. These super-rich businessmen have business links to 
Zuma and his family and a string of witnesses say they had 
influence over lucrative state contracts.

Zuma’s term as ANC leader is coming to an end. In two 
weeks his successor will be elected at the ANC’s national 
conference. Whoever wins will be expected to become 
president after the next national elections in 2019—
although that is now far from certain.

An acrimonious fight to head the ANC is taking place 
between deputy president Cyril Ramaphosa and Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma. Dlamini-Zuma is seen as the “continuity 
Zuma” candidate and would block prosecutions concerning 
offences he has allegedly committed.

Massacre
Ramaphosa is fabulously wealthy and associated with the 
massacre of 34 miners at Marikana in 2012. He was a non-
executive director of Lonmin, the mining firm that worked 
with the police to carry out the killings. Ramaphosa played 
a key role in the events, demanding “action” against the 
strikers. Yet many union leaders back him.

At the moment the candidates have nearly equal numbers 
of pledged delegates supporting them. Whoever wins will 
not be a president for workers and the poor. 

But the regional conferences have not just discussed the 
succession but more fundamental questions. 

In Gauteng, South Africa’s most economically important 
region, delegates passed a resolution. It said, “The 
mismanagement of our economy, including corruption in 
state-owned enterprises, has contributed to the increased 
and unprecedented levels of unemployment, poverty and 
inequality.” 

Gauteng ANC chair Paul Mashatile said, “We may lose 
power in the next general elections if we don’t mend our 
ways.”

 The ANC’s decline is so marked that the SACP ran 
candidates against it in council by-elections in Metshimaholo 
municipality in Free State last week. It won three seats.

On Monday Blade Nzimande, the general secretary of the 
SACP, said, “This is the first time in the post-apartheid period 
that the SACP has contested an election independently. It has 
sent a strong signal, and we refuse to be taken for granted.”

The SACP’s main complaint is that it is being edged from 
the centre of power. Its newly independent stance might 
disappear if a few more cabinet posts are dangled in front of 
it. A real alternative to the neoliberalism of the ANC, and the 
gestures of the SACP, is desperately needed.

Last month the metalworkers’ union Numsa said, “The 
intense battle between Zuma and Ramaphosa can be 
summed up as the battle between two capitalist factions. 

“Whoever wins will continue to exploit the working class 
just like they have been doing for the last 23 years.”

For years union leaders have said they are “preparing” a 
workers’ party as an alternative. It must not be delayed any 
longer. 

PART OF the protest in north London last Saturday  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Protest at McDonald’s after  
 woman told to remove hijab
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

CHANTS OF, “Islamophobia 
no way—Muslim people 
here to stay” rang out in 
front of the McDonald’s 
on Seven Sisters Road in 
north London on Saturday. 

A security guard at the 
store had told a 19 year old 
Muslim woman student to 
remove her hijab last week.

Around 50 people, mainly 
Muslim women, joined 
the protest organised by 
the Islington Stand Up To 
Racism group.

Nafisa told Social ist 
Worker, “This is what we 
face every day. They say 
we’re terrorising the country 
but they’re the ones terroris-
ing us.

“I’m a care worker, we do 
the hard work, but they don’t 
want to see us in the streets 
with our hijabs.

“Now they don’t want to 
allow us to buy food.”

Heckled
The manager and security 
guards came out of the store 
but were heckled back inside 
by the Muslim women.

After the incident a friend 
of the student posted foot-
age of the security guard 
confronting her on Twitter. 
McDona ld ’ s  has  s ince 
apologised.

The student told The 
Guardian newspaper, “It 
didn’t feel real. I was in so 
much disbelief. The friend I 

was with was shocked and 
scared. 

“When it was over, I finally 
realised how these situations 
can become dangerous.

“I will never walk into a 
McDonald’s again.”

Rakhia Ismail is a Labour 
councillor for the local 
Holloway area. 

“You hear stories in the 
Muslim community about 
things like this but I was 
shocked when I saw the 
video,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

“If there wasn’t a video 
clip then people would just 

think that it’s another Muslim 
complaining.”

She added, “If they don’t 
want our hijabs then we 
shouldn’t give them our 
money.”

Guarantee
Activists at the protest 
demanded that McDonald’s 
guarantee that it will instruct 
managers to make sure an 
incident like this cannot 
happen again.

It is the result of the 
Islamophobia that’s pushed 
by the likes of Donald Trump, 
Theresa May and the racist 
right.

As Ayan told Socialist 
Worker, “This is coming from 
the top, not the general popu-
lation. They are normalising 
hate against Muslims.”

It is possible to push back 
against the scapegoating of 
Muslims—and challenge the 
racist stereotype of Muslim 
women as “submissive”.

Rakhia said, “We’ve got to 
raise awareness about it by 
protesting and non-Muslims 
are here supporting us.”

And Ayan said,“It’s time to 
speak up as a hijabi woman, 
and more are feeling confi-
dent to do it. 

“We’re not oppressed 
because of the hijab, we’re 
oppressed  because  o f 
Islamophobia.”

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

No FLA in Newcastle
THE FOOTBALL Lads 
Alliance (FLA) is 
supporting a Veterans 
Against Terrorism 
march in Newcastle 
on 17 February 2018.  

The FLA leadership 
aims to stir up racism 
against Muslims.

FLA founder 
John Meighan 
backed 
Donald Trump 
retweeting 
Islamophobic 
videos by 
fascist Britain 
First leader 
Jayda Fransen 
last week.

Veterans 

Against Terrorism has 
called for a vigilate-
style “home guard”. 

Nazi Toni Bugle was a 
headline speaker on the 
FLA and Veterans’ first 
joint demonstration in 
Edinburgh last month.

Bill Weir who was 
involved in the 
fascist English 
Defence League 
also spoke.

Anti-racists and 
the left must take 
the threat of the 
FLA seriously—and 
mobilise an anti-
racist message 
onto the streets 
when it marches. 

John Meighan
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 Bus drivers  
 fight bosses  
 over safety,  
 pay and cuts
Workers on strike at two north west 
bus companies are driving bosses 
round the bend, writes Sarah Bates

OVER 2,000 bus drivers and 
engineers in north west England 
are battling on as their fight 
for decent pay reaches its third 
month.

Workers in 11 depots have struck 
for the past six Mondays. A strike 
planned for Thursday was cancelled 
for talks.

Unite and GMB union members 
working for Arriva North West are 
fighting for a pay rise in line with 
inflation—and an end to pay differ-
ences between depots.

And in a separate dispute bus 
drivers at the First Manchester 
depot in Rusholme are set to strike 
for three days as part of a fight over 
pay parity. 

They’ve struck for every Monday 
in October and November, and are 
fighting to be paid as much as the 
workers at other First Manchester 
depots. Strikes at the Rusholme 
depot were set to take place on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
next week.

The strike affects large parts of 
Merseyside and Greater Manchester 
transport network, with no buses 
leaving some depots. 

Striking Arriva North West bus 
drivers in Liverpool joined a Unions 
4 Safety lunchtime rally of up to 
250 people.

They were joined by driving 
instructors in the PCS union who 
were also on strike over changes 
to pay and working conditions (see 
page 19).

Coordinated
Merseyrail workers—who had pre-
viously struck in coordinated action 
with the bus drivers—joined the 
demo too.

Arriva North West drivers are set 
to strike again between 12-14 and 
20-23 December. Management are 
worried and are trying everything to 
break the strike. 

At the Arriva North West depot in 
Wythenshawe, workers who usually 
drive rail replacement services are 
crossing the picket line.

But less than a quarter of the 
usual number of buses are going out.

A striker there spoke to Socialist 
Worker about how scabs crossing 
the picket line “means a bit of ten-
sion inside the depot. But we can 
hold our head up high because 
we’ve not crossed”.

Staffing cutbacks mean that driv-
ers are being pressured into taking 
overtime. 

Previously depots had “standby” 
drivers, who would take over ser-
vices that were running late.

But bosses have axed the stand-
bys which means drivers are pres-
sured into staying on buses, even if 
it runs past the end of their shift.  

An Arriva North West driver 
explained how the strike is about 
much more than pay

“We’re making a stand here, we 
should be striking over conditions 
too,” he said. 

“We’re pressured to do overtime, 
and often they ring us on our days 
off to come in and work.”

Another striker remained confi-
dent about the outcome. “I think 
we’ll get there if we stay strong 
together, we’ll win in the end,” he 
said. 

“This strike means we’ll get what 
we deserve and the bosses won’t 
take us for granted. 

“Without us this company 
wouldn’t work. But I don’t think 
the managers see that, they’re just 
lining their pockets.”

BACK STORY
Drivers at Arriva North West and 
First Manchester are involved in 
disputes over pay
lDrivers at 11 Arriva North West 
depots are fighting for a pay rise 
in line with inflation and an end 
to pay disparity between depots
lAnd workers at a First 
Manchester depot in Rusholme 
want pay in line with drivers at 
other depots

FIRST MANCHESTER bus drivers on strike  Picture: Guy Smallman

POVERTY

Report finds millions suffer hardship
TORY RULE has increased the 
number of children, pensioners 
and workers who live in poverty—
reversing a long-term decline.

That’s the finding of a new 
report by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation think tank. Its UK 
Poverty 2017 report blamed rising 
costs of living, the housing crisis, 
low pay and benefit cuts.

Some 30 percent of children 
lived in poverty in 2015-16, up 
from 27 percent in 2011-12. Those 
most at risk are in single parent 
families or families with more than 
two children.

For these families benefit cuts 
have more than cancelled out the 
effects of minimum wage increases 
and tax cuts. Some 16 percent of 

pensioners are now in poverty, up 
from 13 percent.

And disabled people are more 
likely to be poor. Some 30 percent 
of households including a disabled 
person are in poverty.

Despite Tory scapegoating of 
unemployed people, the report 
notes that rising employment 
levels are no longer a route out of 
poverty.

Some workers can’t get the 
hours they need. Others are 
trapped on low pay rates—and 
cuts to benefits such as tax credits 
and housing benefits hit them too.

One worker in eight lives in 
poverty—some 3.7 million people. 
The results include problem debts, 
social isolation and depression.

And while housing costs 
have soared, for many people 
the quality of housing has not 
improved. Among the poorest 
fifth of England’s population, one 
person in five lives in “non-decent” 
homes.

There’s enough wealth that  
no-one should live in poverty. But 
the Tories’ policies are set to make 
it even worse. 

The government last week 
confirmed that it was continuing to 
freeze working-age benefits below 
inflation.

And cuts that have yet to show 
up in these figures—such as the 
two child limit for child benefit—
give the hardest-hit groups another 
kicking.

Scrap the Universal Credit Christmas crisis
CAMPAIGNERS TOOK to 
the streets across Britain 
on Saturday warning that 
Universal Credit (UC) means 
“Christmas is cancelled”.

It came as Scotland’s 
children’s commissioner 
Bruce Adamson said he could 
sue the government over UC 
depriving children of warm 
homes and hot meals.

The protests were 
organised by the Unite 
union’s Community section.

The protests called on the 
government to pause the 
rollout of UC to “fix” it. 

It should be scrapped.Campaigning in Brixton, south London Picture: Guy Smallman

On other pages...
Driving examiners say Tories have 
failed >>Page 19

7NEWS Socialist Worker  6 December 2017



Gunfights 
and killing 
as Yemen 
rebels split
‘Treasonous leader’ assassinated as 
Saudi aggression fuels more chaos 
and carnage, reports Nick Clark

FORMER YEMENI president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh was killed on 
Monday after appealing to Saudi 
Arabia for a deal to end Yemen’s 
brutal civil war.

Video footage circulating on 
Monday appeared to show Saleh 
lying lifeless on the ground with a 
serious head wound.

It came after a shaky alliance 
between Houthi rebels and forces 
loyal to Saleh against Yemen’s cur-
rent government broke down into 
fighting on the streets.

Saleh appealed to regional giant 
Saudi Arabia—which has waged 
a bloody war against the Yemeni 
rebels—for a peace deal on Sunday. 

Saudi Arabia entered the civil 
war in Yemen against the Houthi 
movement, which it says is backed 
by its regional rival Iran.

The Houthi rebels denounced 
Saleh’s promise to make peace with 
Saudi Arabia as a “coup”.

The Houthi-controlled interior 
ministry said in a statement that 
the “treasonous leader had been 
killed along with a number of his 
supporters”.

Occupation
While president he faced attempts 
by Houthi rebels to overthrow him.

His resignation involved a hand-
over of power to his vice president 
Abd Rabbuh Mansur al-Hadi as the 

n e w 

Western-

backed leader. 
But Hadi’s regime faced a con-

tinuing rebellion which descended 
into civil war. Saleh opportunisti-
cally joined forces with his former 
enemies the Houthis in the hope 
that it would return him to power.

That alliance broke down into 
gun battles on the streets of Yemeni 
capital Sana’a last week, and now 
Saleh is dead.

More than 10,000 people have 
been killed in Yemen’s civil war 
since it began in 2015—including 
many thousands of civilians.

Airstrikes
The charity Human Rights Watch 
says most of those were killed in air-
strikes led by Saudi Arabia, which is 
heavily armed by Britain. 

The horror is fuelled by the 
regional competition between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran, which has grown 
more intense in the wake of the 
wars in Syria and Iraq. 

Iran has extended its influence 
throughout the Middle East, with 
military forces now in Iraq and 
Syria. Now Saudi Arabia and other 
states in the Middle East are trying 
to force Iran back.

Israel—which is working closely 
with Saudi Arabia against Iran—
reportedly carried out a missile 
strike against Iranian and Syrian 
forces in Syria on Saturday. 

Both Israel and Saudi Arabia are 

Germany

BACK STORY
Saleh was dictator of Yemen for 
33 years until 2012
lHe was responsibile for an 
invasion and occupation of South 
Yemen
lHe was forced to resign by 
mass protests and an armed 
rebellion
lThe uprising was inspired by 
revolutions and uprisings across 
the Middle East 
lHis resignation was brokered 
by the US and Gulf Arab states 
including Saudi Arabia

Thousands march on AfD conference

AROUND 10,000 anti-racists 
marched on the far right 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) 
party conference in Hanover 
last Saturday.

Riot police had to clear the 
way for the 600 delegates after 
protesters blocked the road. 
The cops tore into the crowd 
using water cannons, batons 
and pepper spray. 

This was the AfD’s first 
conference since its federal 
election breakthrough in 
September when it won 
12.6 percent of the vote. 

It was the first time that 
Nazis won seats in the German 

parliament since the end of the 
Second World War.

The AfD could become the 
official opposition if chancellor 
Angela Merkel’s Tory CDU/CSU 
and the Labour-type SPD form 
another “grand coalition”.

Around half of the AfD’s 94 
MPs come from the Nazi wing 
of the party. They won key votes 
and positions at the Hanover 
conference. 

Alexander Gauland was 
elected as joint party leader 
defeating the Berlin party boss 
Georg Pazderski. 

Gauland has said that “we 
have the right to be proud of 
the achievements of the German 
soldiers in two world wars.” 

The other co-leader Jorg 

Meuthen is also more hardline 
than Pazderski.

The fascists’ growing 
influence has seen some 
prominent members resign.  

Former co-leader Frauke 
Petry quit two days after the 
election and has set up the right 
wing conservative Blue Party. 

Christians in the AfD leader 
Anette Schultner resigned in 
October.

The AfD is on a sharp 
rightward trajectory and has 
itself grown out of a general 
shift to the right in German 
politics. It will take opposition 
on the streets—and struggle to 
show that there is a left wing 
alternative—to push back the 
AfD.

EMIN SAKIR, a 
member of the 
Revolutionary 
Socialist Workers 
Party (Dsip) in Turkey 
has been arrested

He is charged with 
archiving socialist 
material on a website 
and taking part in the 
Gezi Park protests in 
2013. 

The site brings 
together publications 
from many left 
organisations.

The Turkish state 
unleashed terror 
against its opponents 
after a failed coup in 
2016. 

It has targeted all 
shades of opposition 
and the Kurdish 
people.

Emin’s lawyer 
Funda Ata says, “This 
is an unlawful arrest. 
We will do our best to 
take every necessary 
legal action for Emin.”

The trial was set 

to begin this week of 
Selahattin Demirtas 
and Figen Yuksekdag. 
They are MPs from 
the HDP party who 
were arrested in 
November 2016 
during a series of 
night time raids 
across Turkey.

Currently there 
are nine HDP MPs in 
Turkish prisons along 
with 85 mayors and 
an estimated 10,000 
activists.

THE POLICE used water cannons, batons and pepper spray  

SUPPORT EMIN
lSign the petition online 
bit.ly/2igPEeN
lSend solidarity on Facebook 
Devrimci Sosyalist Isci Partisi 
(DSiP)
lEmail the Turkish ministry of 
justice info@adalet.gov.tr using 
reference number 2015/155461
l Put pressure on the British 
foreign office email 
fcocorrespondence@fco.gov.uk 
using reference number 
2015/155461

Assassinated—the former
president Ali Abdullah Saleh

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

On other pages...
May’s visit shores up alliance with 
Saudi Arabia>>Page 17

Stand up for socialist imprisoned in Turkey
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Austerity is 
murderous
THE TORIES have killed 
120,000 people—mainly 
the poor and also 
disabled people. 

To put this in 
perspective, the 1952 
Great Smog of London 
killed about 12,000, 
which is regarded 
as Britain’s largest 
“industrial accident”.

This is how aggressive 
this Tory government has 
been.

Richard Stephens
Bristol

Trojan Horse 
was a scam
THE GOVERNMENT is 
using the Trojan Horse 
allegations to push their 
agenda and the takeover 
claims were patently 
false.

But there were some 
issues. I don’t think 
religious education has a 
place in schools.

Jon Fanning
on Facebook

Kick racism 
out of footie
I READ with interest your 
report on campaigning 
against the Football Lads 
Alliance in Scotland 
(Socialist Worker, 21 
November).

There is a section of 
Rangers fans who have 
anti-Catholic views—
but to bring attention 
to these fans alone is 
ignoring broader issues.

The mainstream 
press use divide and 
rule tactics and say that 
hatred and bigotry is 
exclusively a Rangers 
problem.

Steven Marr
Norwich

Bradford’s 
Labour cuts
I WAS alarmed to read 
about Bradford council 
cutting childrens services 
(Socialist Worker, 
29 November). I think 
it’s time the Tories, 
Labour and Liberals 
were replaced by a true 
socialist government. 

Andres Viveros
on Facebook

Royal family 
is useless 
ALL THE royals do is 
smile, cut ribbons and 
eat meals. Anyone could 
do it. 

Having a queen on 
a rota would be more 
productive. 

Mark Krantz
Manchester

Just a 
thought...

Jeremy Hunt 

Cowardly Hunt hides from NHS staff
DOES SECRECY have 
anything to do with 
government ministers and 
their visits to front line 
staff?

In the case of Jeremy 
Hunt and the NHS, yes. 

Normally if a 
government minister is 
visiting a workplace, then 
this would be publicised 
widely.

But only negative 
publicity comes from 
Hunts visits.

He’s been doing the 
rounds recently.

The latest victims were 
the staff and patients at 
Southmead hospital and 

Callington Road hospital 
in Bristol. 

But NHS activists got a 
tip off about Hunt’s visit 
to Callington Road 
hospital, the main mental 
health facility in Bristol. 

With recent concerns 

about mental health 
funding being stopped, 
this seemed like the 
perfect place for real 
people to meet the Health 
Secretary. 

A last minute protest 
was organised, and Hunt 
met some resistance upon 
leaving his last secret 
meeting for the day. 

One of the protesters 
jumped on the bonnet of 
his car. 

I’m sure the workers 
would have done more 
than this given half the 
chance.

Edward Lawrence
Swindon

Stuff the 
wedding—
and sack 
the royals
WE ARE approaching near 
a decade of austerity and 
even the “experts” agree 
that people are dying as a 
result of cuts.

The Tories are intent on 
punishing the poorest so 
the greedy well-off can 
have lives of luxury. 

It can often seem like 
there’s no end to the 
misery of people struggling 
to make ends meet.

But now we don’t have 
to worry as the ruling class 
has seen fit to provide us 
with a distraction—the 
royal wedding. 

Food banks have become 
a common sight and 
children have to go to 
school hungry.

That a single penny of 
public money should go to 
the royals is obscene, let 
alone celebrations for one 
of them finding someone 
foolish enough to marry 
them.

The cost of the security 
alone for the previous 
“bread and circuses” 
wedding five years ago 
went well into the 
millions. The amount it’s 
being talked about in the 
media is ridiculous. 

The announcement has 
sparked up the debate 
about whether we need a 
royal family at all.

The answer is no.
Some people argue that 

they bring in loads of 
money through the tourism 
industry. But the French 
royal family were beheaded 
and people still visit Paris. 

It’s time to get rid of the 
royal scroungers once and 
for all.

Liam Anderson
Newcastle

Trump is not welcome 
after shameful retweet
THERESA MAY did 
condemn US president 
Donald Trump’s  
retweeting of fascist 
group Britain First last 
week as as wrong. 

However, she didn’t 
think it was wrong 
enough to cancel his state 
visit—despite a petition 
signed by over 1.8 million 
people. 

Trump’s support for 
Britain First will no doubt 
bolster their confidence—
and their racist 
supporters will also feel 
more confident after the 

President’s endorsement.
The retweet shows 

Trump’s tolerance of the 
far-right—both in the US 
and Britain.  

May shouldn’t have 
offered him a state 
visit—and if it happens 
there should be a huge 
united protest. 

We also need to build 
an anti-facist movement 
to oppose Britain First 
and other Nazis every 
time they come out on the 
streets.

Blythe Taylor
Stoke-on-Trent

The Chennai Six case is a 
story about capitalist wars
THE “Chennai Six” are no doubt 
going to get a heroes welcome 
when they finally return.

They’ve been in an Indian 
prison for four years after being 
arrested for getting caught with 
semi-automatic rifles and 
thousands of rounds of 
ammunition.

The Sun newspaper has been 
running a campaign and there will 
be lots of “our boys” flag waving, 
with Tory foreign secretary Boris 
Johnson trying to ingratiate 
himself with the public.

But these are not just sailors, 
they are mercenaries getting paid 
as much as £3,000 a month.

And the Chennai Six weren’t the 
only ones aboad. There were 29 

other crew members arrested with 
them that The Sun and others 
clearly don’t feel a need to mount 
a campaign about. 

 The Indian government said the 
weapons were “illegally obtained”. 
At the time the mercenaries 
worked for AdvanFort—a company 
that provides armed escorts for 
merchant vessels, to the tune of 
£60,000 for each passage. 

They were on the “anti-piracy” 
ship MV Seamen Guard, which 
was supposed protect commerical 
ships from pirates—who cost the 
shipping bosses huge money. 

And they said the guns were for 
“anti-pirate activity”.

I find it hard to feel sorry for 
people who kill for a living. But 

the real story is about war and 
capitalism.

The privatisation of warfare is 
also graphically exposed. Greedy 
shipowners do what the rich have 
always done, profiteering from 
the chaos their system creates. 

War is business and people are 
suffering horrific consequences—
that’s who my heart goes out to. 

What a few hard mercenary 
ex-soldiers had to put up with is 
nothing by comparison.

I’d like to see the bosses of the 
shipping and mercenary 
companies in the dock. Because 
someone is making big money out 
of the anti-piracy trade.

John Tipple
Ipswich
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 CHINA ON
 COLLISION
 COURSE?

NEW ‘SILK ROAD’ PLAN SPREADS 
SUPERPOWER INFLUENCE

China could be on the road to consolidating its rise into a 
world capitalist superpower. Dave Sewell looks at what 
its Belt and Road Initiative means for globalisation—and 
imperialism

C
HINA’S PRESIDENT Xi 
Jinping aims to usher 
in “a new era of globali-
sation”—with China at 
its heart. His plan is the 
Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI), measured in decades and 
trillions of pounds. 

And it has implications for global 
capitalist competition and could inten-
sify imperialist rivalries between states. 

Its full title—Silk Road Economic 
Belt and 21st-century Maritime Silk 
Road—harks back to the distant 
past. But its aim is to consolidate 
China’s growth into a very capitalist 
superpower.

China’s prime minister Li Keqiang 
was in Hungary last week. Work has 
begun on a Chinese-funded railway 
between the Hungarian and Serbian 
capitals. 

Meanwhile local authorities in 
Lebanon were signing up to become 
a “hub” of China-led reconstruction in 
Syria. And China’s economic minister 
was in Georgia signing a trade deal.

Since BRI was launched in 2013, 
by some estimates more than  
£800 billion has already been com-
mitted to hundreds of infrastructure 
projects.

BRI is vaguely defined, like a 
global version of the former Tory 

chancel lor  George Osborne ’s 
“Northern Powerhouse”.

Chinese firms rebrand existing 
projects as BRI to get around capital 
controls. Bandwagon-jumping devel-
opers hijack the slogan to attract 
investors.

But behind the hype is a real global 
investment drive. New railways 
are to run from southern China to 
Singapore, from the Chinese-owned 
Greek port of Piraeus onward into 
Europe, across Indonesia and from 
Djibouti to Ethiopia.

There are also ports, airports, 
motorways, industrial parks, power 
stations, farms and telecommunica-

tion networks.
The money mostly 

comes from loans 
from the Chinese 
government  and 
banks it controls.

And  much  o f 
it ends up paying 
Chinese companies, 
which closed deals 
worth £94 billion 
last year as part of 
BRI according to 
bank HSBC.

BRI is partly a way 
to “export overpro-
duction” and avoid a 
crash in the Chinese 
economy.

China has gone 
t h r o u g h  t h r e e 

decades of rapid economic growth. 
Such growth isn’t sustainable.

And some of the industries it cre-
ated—particularly in heavy engineer-
ing and construction—have far out-
grown the demand.

Despite plant closures, China still 
produces about half the world’s steel. 
“Ghost cities” of newly built tower 
blocks take years to fill.

Railways are central to BRI. No 
wonder. China will soon have more 
than 18,000 miles of high speed lines 
linking 80 percent of its cities. 

China also has a foreign exchange 
reserve of more than £2 trillion. The 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AAIB) that finances BRI was launched 
to make better use of that hoard.China will soon have more than 18,000 miles of high speed train lines

After being 
humiliated by the 
EU, Greece became  
China’s best friend 
in Europe

‘‘ 

INDIA/PAKISTAN
New routes rubbing old sores
BRI’s most important section 
runs through Pakistan from 
Xinjiang in western China to a 
huge new port at Gwadar. 

This £42 billion China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) will 
bring Chinese ships an ocean 
closer to Europe and Africa and 
within spitting distance of the 
Persian Gulf.

Gwadar—along with similar 
projects in 
Myanmar and 
Djibouti—is also 
part of the “String 
of Pearls” plan to 
surround the Indian 
Ocean with Chinese 
ports.

Gwadar is 
in Balochistan, 
where a separatist 
movement opposes 
CPEC for bolstering 
Pakistani rule. 

China’s support 
for the regime and 
its persecution 
of Muslims in 
Xinjiang also 
makes its nationals 
a target for jihadist 

insurgents. 
So China is exporting social 

control too. CPEC’s “Safe Cities” 
initiative ranges from training the 
military and police to reshaping 
cities with cameras, lighting and 
whole new buildings.

CPEC also runs through 
disputed territory, administered 
by Pakistan but claimed by India.

The Indian government said it 
could not “accept a 
project that ignores 
its core concerns on 
sovereignty.”

The Indian 
government has 
become BRI’s 
greatest opponent. 
It has teamed 
up with Japan to 
launch BRI’s rival, 
the Asia-Africa 
Growth Corridor.

And to avoid 
being hemmed 
by the “string of 
pearls”, it is waging 
a scramble for Sri 
Lanka.

A Chinese loan 
paid for Chinese 

Many BRI projects are unlikely 
to make a profit. Their value lies in 
redrawing the map. Most of China’s 
exports go out through the seas to its 
south and east, where neighbouring 
states and the US jostle for control.

Its trade with Europe, Africa and 
South Asia and its energy imports 
from the Middle East go through the 
narrow Malacca Strait. That bottle-
neck makes it vulnerable.

Land links to the West and direct 
routes to the Indian Ocean (see box) 
would make all the difference.

BRI is impossible without stepping 
on other superpowers’ toes. 

But China’s chequebook diplomacy 
has also won it allies—even inside the 
European Union (EU).

China set up the “16+1” group to 
develop links with the EU’s newer cen-
tral and eastern European members. 

And after being broken and humil-
iated by the EU, Greece became 
China’s “most reliable friend” in 
Europe. It blocked tougher EU screen-
ing of Chinese investments and EU 
statements criticising China’s human 
rights abuses and aggression in the 
South China Sea.

C
HINA IS the biggest 
trading partner of for-
mer  centra l  As ian 
republics once ruled by 
Stalinist Russia. And it 
is the biggest backer of 

oil-rich Venezuela in what the US 

once considered its “back yard”.
Its immense footprint in sub-Saharan  

Africa also gives it political clout.
When Zimbabwe’s army began its 

coup last month, its chief Constantino 
Chiwenga had just returned from a 
meeting with his Chinese counterpart 
in Beijing.

Western media coverage of China’s 
growing global reach often accuses it 
of “a new colonialism”.

This is sheer hypocrisy. When it 
comes to bullying and swindling the 
world, China lags far behind Western 
states and institutions.

BRI is often compared to the 
Marshall Plan—the US fund for the 
reconstruction of Europe after the 
Second World War.

But the Marshall plan was about 
Cold War manoeuvring. It excluded 
some countries and imposed harsh 
conditions on others.

The International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank have used their con-
trol of poor countries’ debt to force 
through free market reforms. 

Aid and loans from China don’t 
have these strings attached—and 
that’s central to its appeal. But that 
doesn’t mean that China’s policy is 
altruistic. 

China’s trading relationships are 
often based on draining raw materi-
als to feed its own development while 
contributing as little as possible to the 
host economy.

Miners in Zambia frequently clash 
with Chinese bosses. And the 2011 
election was won by Michael Sata 
who rose to prominence by making 
anti-Chinese rhetoric—although he 
has since changed his tune. 

China’s foreign policy has evolved 
alongside its economic develop-
ment, following a decidedly capital-
ist pattern. Though carried out in the 
name of Communism, the Chinese 
Revolution of 1949 unleased the 
development of Chinese capitalism.

Before 1949 China was dominated 
by foreign powers. The Communist 
Party, led by Mao Zedong, won inde-
pendence—then had to grow an 
economy and state strong enough to 
keep it.

The state directed the economy in 
place of the market, but in pursuit 
of the same goal. It built up China’s 
industrial base—at the cost of mil-
lions of lives and workers and peas-
ants’ expense.  

Mao’s successor Deng Xiaoping 
introduced market forces and integra-
tion with the world economy. Mao’s 
loyalists resented Deng’s “betrayal”. 
But his market-based “Socialism with 

Chinese Characteristics” built on the 
results of their state capitalism.

Most successful capitalist econo-
mies initially relied on the state to 
lead their development—and keep 
out foreign competition.

Britain certainly only became a 
“great trading nation” by protect-
ing its own textile industries while 
smashing those of rivals.

And as capitalist firms get bigger, 
they come to rely on the state to open 
up new markets.

By the 20th century this led to 
fierce competition between European 
states—first the colonialist “Scramble 
for Africa” then two world wars.

They only stopped fighting each 
other to band together against the 
rest of the world and to attack the 
working class. Deng’s other legacy 
was a cautious foreign policy. 

His slogan of “keep a low profile 
and bide your time” was followed 
long after his death.

But the economic growth that “low 
profile” helped incubate eventually 
made his policy untenable.

IMPERIALISM
Paths to peace?
CHINESE PROPAGANDA for BRI 
emphasises a rose-tinted version 
of the historic Silk Road trading 
routes. It promises that commerce 
can turn the world’s nations into 
“one big happy family”.

But a better parallel might be 
the Berlin-Baghdad railway in the 
early twentieth century.

At first it seemed a great way 
to make money. French investors 
got the ball rolling, cheered on by 
the British business press.

But within a few years the 
threat of competition for oil 
in the Middle East and access 
to colonies in India and Africa 
caused bitter clashes.

Rows over the railway pitted 
France, Britain and Russia against 
Germany and the Ottoman 
Empire.

The argument that economic 
links could prevent conflict was 
made then too. German Marxist 
Karl Kautsky predicted that rival 
states could form a united “cartel” 
with too much common interest 
to lose by fighting each other.

He published his theory of 
“ultra-imperialism” in 1914. 
Months later the First World War 
broke out.

China is building the giant new Algiers mosque

Workers’ safety does not feature heavily in China’s development plans
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WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 13 Dec, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BOLTON
Pakistan—70 years since 
the Partition of India
Wed 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRISTOL
Fascism—what it is 
and how to fight it
Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CARDIFF
Marxism and religion
Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
The lost revolution—
Germany 1918-1923
Thu 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
DONCASTER
The Tories, benefits and 
Universal Credit
Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
The Women’s Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes St,
DN1 3NJ
GLASGOW
William Wallace and 
the myths of Scottish 
nationhood
Thu 14 Dec, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
100 years after the Balfour 
Declaration—how can 
Palestine  be free?
Wed 13 Dec, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
What is socialism?
Thu 14 Dec, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: EALING
Marxism and religion
Thu 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
Christmas—the 
invention of tradition
Thu 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: NEWHAM
Women and the 
Revolutionary Black 
Panther Party
Wed 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
The meek and the militant—
Marxism and religion
Wed 20 Dec, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Zombie government—
how do we finally 
topple the Tories?
Wed 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
ROTHERHAM
Sexism and the system—the 
fight for women’s liberation
Wed 20 Dec, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
The Tories, benefits and 
Universal Credit
Thu 14 Dec, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Sexism and the system—the 
fight for womens liberation
Thu 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA20BP
TELFORD
100 years after the Balfour 
Declaration—how can 
Palestine be free?
Thu 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade, Wellington,
TF1 1PY

WIGAN
Why are strikes so 
important?
Wed 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD
YORK
Marxism and religion
Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel, 4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
APPEAL EVENTS

BIRMINGHAM
Winter social with food
Wed 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
EDINBURGH
Winter social with 
film showing
Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
BARNSLEY
Live music and comedy
Thu 14 Dec, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
HULL
Winter social
Thu 14 Dec, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

NORWICH
Winter social
Thu 14 Dec, 7.30pm, 
The Rose Tavern,
88 Rupert St,
NR2 2AT

{ }MOVEMENT
EVENTS

NATIONAL
Stand Up To Racism Trade 
Union Conference 
Sat 10 Feb 2018,  
11am-4.30pm,
Central London.
Register at bit.ly/2jj3p0p
March against racism
Sat 17 Mar 2018,
Demonstrations in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff. 
Called by Stand up to Racism. 
Go to standuptoracism.org.uk
Marxism Festival
Thu 5 Jul—Sun 8 Jul 2018,
Central London. 
marxismfestival.org.uk

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRADFORD
Thu 14 Dec, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR

DUDLEY
Wed 13 Dec, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge, DY8 1EP

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 14 Dec, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

Zimbabwe,
Mugabe and 
colonialism

ROBERT MUGABE, ex-president of Zimbabwe

BOOKMARKS
the socialist
bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£9.99

£14.99

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 
TO PRISONERS
AS THE holiday season approaches, Socialist 
Worker asks readers to write to prisoners. 

When you write please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope so they can reply if they 
wish to.

nMOHIBUR Rahman,  
Tahir Aziz, Khobaib 
Hussain and Naweed 
Ali were given life 
sentences in the 
Birmingham terror 
trial. Solicitor Gareth 
Peirce said there are 
serious questions over 
it. See bit.ly/2gdD7rN

You can write to them 
at  
lMohibur Rahman, 
A3480AZ, HMP Full 
Sutton, Stamford 
Bridge YO4 1PS
lTahir Aziz, A8301DV,  
HMP Whitemoor, Long 
Hill Road, March PE15 
0PR
lKhobaib Hussain, 
A0537CJ, HMP Long 
Lartin, South Littleton,  
Evesham WR11 8TZ
lNaweed Ali, 
A0531CJ HMP 
Frankland, Brasside, 
Durham DH1 5YD. 

nJUSTICE FOR Kevan 
Thakrar. for more 
information go to to 
justiceforkevan.org
 
Kevan Thakrar, 
A4907AE,  HMP 
Woodhill , Tattenhoe 
Street, Milton Keynes 
MK4 4DA

nJUSTICE FOR 
Brendan McConville 
and John Paul Wooton. 
For more information 
about their case go to 
bit.ly/2vrVaE8 

lBrendan McConville,  
Roe 4 C7604,  
HMP Maghaberry,  
Old Road, Upper 
Ballinderry, Lisburn 
BT28 2PT
lJohn Paul Wooton
HMP Maghaberry 
Old Road, Upper 
Ballinderry, Lisburn 
BT28 2PT

New and forthcoming books
Politics of the 
Mind: Marxism and 
Mental Distress
by Iain Ferguson

Mental distress has become 
one of the key public 
issues of the 21st century. 
Depression currently 
affects 350million people 
worldwide. This book looks at 
the link between the current 
political and economic 
system and the soaring 
levels of mental distress 
we see in the world today.

“Kill All the Gentlemen”: 
Class Struggle and Change 
in the English Countryside
by Martin Empson

The modern countryside 
is the result of centuries of 
environmental change, but 
also brutal class struggle. 
From 1381 to the Pilgrimage 
of Grace that challenged 
Henry VIII’s power, from 
food riots to Captain Swing, 
here is the story of how 
rural labourers resisted the 
development of capitalism.
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How music helped beat back 
the fascists in 1950s London
The Stars Campaign for Interracial Friendship brought music stars into the 
fight against racism, author Rick Blackman told Tomáš Tengely-Evans
RACIST VIOLENCE blew up on 
the streets of west London on 
30 August 1958.

For five days white gangs, 
whipped up by fascists, attacked the 
African Caribbean migrant popula-
tion in the Notting Hill Riots.

But out of the riots the Stars 
Campaign for Interracial Friendship 
(SCIF) was born—the first mass 
musical response to racism. 

It came a long time before the 
better-known Rock Against Racism 
of the 1970s or Love Music Hate 
Racism of the 2000s. 

Rick Blackman tells the SCIF’s for-
gotten story in his book Forty Miles 
of Bad Road.

“It was a group of musicians and 
journalists who wanted to organise 
and propagandise against racism,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

Supporters included Laurence 
Olivier and jazz legends Johnny 
Dankworth, Cleo Lane and Ronnie 
Scott. 

“It was the first organisation to 
condemn the racism of the Notting 
Hill Riots,” said Rick. 

Until 2002 the Police suppressed 
the racist nature of the Notting Hill 
Riots under the Official Secrets 
Act. They blamed it on the Teddy 
Boys teenage subculture and black 
migrants with a chip on their 
shoulder. 

Organised
Rick explained, “SCIF set up  
multiracial clubs before anyone else 
and organised against fascist Oswald 
Mosely in the 1959 election.”

At the time signs reading “No 
Blacks, No Irish, No Dogs” could be 
found in the windows of boarding 
houses and hotels in west London. 

And a nationwide poll a few days 
after the riots found that 55 percent 

wanted restrictions on immigra-
tion and 71 percent disapproved of 
mixed marriages.

But SCIF had some success get-
ting its message into the racist main-
stream of 1950s Britain. It organ-
ised music nights and the What the 
Stars Say newspaper championed 
anti-racism.

In 1959 the BBC, the only 
national TV station at the time, 
ran a Panorama investigations pro-
gramme on the White Defence 
League (WDL). 

This was a fascist organisation 
that was born out of the Notting 
Hill Riots. From its headquarters in 
the heart of Notting Hill, the WDL 

spread the Black and White News 
newspaper. Half of the Panorama 
programme was given over to SCIF. 

Rick said, “You had Dankworth 
arguing an anti-fascist position on 
the BBC’s flagship programme and 
that was big.”

Rick argues that the riots would 
not have happened in the same way 
without fascists organising in the 
area.

West London epitomised the pov-
erty of many inner city areas after the 
war. “All of the events in the book 
take place in the area which today 
includes Grenfell Tower,” said Rick. 

“There were slum dwellings and 
war damage still around the area. 

Black people got stuck in places no 
one else wanted to live in so a size-
able black population had grown 
alongside a white population.

“All of these problems were made 
worse by the Tories’ 1957 Housing 
Act.”

Against this backdrop SCIF had 
varied success and wound down after 
Mosely was trounced in the 1959 
election, partly due to its work. 

SCIF’s place needs to be acknowl-
edged in the history of fighting 
racism in Britain—and that’s what 
Rick’s book does.
Published By Redwords. £6.99 
Available from Bookmarks at  
bit.ly/2ixF8Ub

CLOCKWISE FROM left: Rick Blackman’s new book, a newspaper 
headline about the Stars campaign, and police searching a black 
youth during the Notting Hill riots of 1958

MUSIC
DANCEHALL: THE RISE OF 
JAMAICAN DANCEHALL 
CULTURE
Soul Jazz Records, £12.99 
All formats

ON THE back of the huge 
commercial success of 
reggae in the 1970s, a new 
breed of producers and 
MCs sought to update the 
music for the 80s.

The “dancehall” style 
pioneered by Ini Kamoze, 
Chaka Demus, Cutty Ranks, 
Sister Nancy and many 
others was raw. 

Its themes were often 
grittier and more openly 
sexual than the reggae that 
had gone before. 

And the sound was 
changing too, as new 
production methods often 
meant replacing bands with 
digitally-created baselines 
and hooks.

As ever, Soul Jazz 
Records have produced a 
fantastic potted history. 

It has exhaustive liner 
notes that reveal just how 
indebted contemporary 
dance music is to the 
Jamaican pioneers.
Yuri Prasad

EXHIBITION
LIVING WITH GODS— 
PEOPLES, PLACES AND 
WORLDS BEYOND
Until 8 April 2018. £15  
British Museum, Great Russell 
Street, London WC1B 3DG 
Go to britishmuseum.org

THIS EXHIBITION looks 
at how religions have 
impacted and shaped 
the lives of people that 
subscribe to them. To do 
this, it uses objects relating 
to different religions.

It is partnered with a  
Radio 4 documentary series 
of the same name. 

Why save capitalism? It should be put out of its misery
DOCUMENTARY
SAVING CAPITALISM
Directed by David Kornbluth 
Available on Netflix at  
nflx.it/2zF543D

FORMER US president 
Bill Clinton’s secretary 
for labor Robert Reich 
thinks inequality is too 
high and that the rich 
should pay more tax. He 
endorsed Bernie Sanders 
for president. 

That’s almost the only 
nice thing you can say 
about new documentary 

Saving Capitalism, which 
Reich presents. It takes its 
title from his 2015 book 
of the 
same 
name.

No 
one’s 
going 
to be 
falling 
off their 
chair in 
shock 
at the 
news 
that 
the US is a 

vastly unequal society and 
people are unhappy about 
it. But that’s the main 

thrust of the 

documentary.
The main problem is 

you don’t learn anything 
you didn’t already know 
but it’s presented as if 
it’s all groundbreaking 
information.

The makers do attempt 
to spice things up. In the 
first ten minutes you get 
to see Reich dramatically 
get off an escalator. Then 
he gets in a car. 

At one point a woman 
plays golf before driving 
down a motorway. To 
add to the tension you 
get to see lots of footage 

of Robert Reich looking 
cross.

Explains
You could be forgiven 
for struggling to see 
why Reich wants to save 
capitalism at all. Until he 
explains he wants a return 
to the “ethical” capitalism 
of the 1960s.

The small matters of 
the Vietnam War, the 
brutal suppression of the 
Civil Rights Movement 
in the US and an illegal 
bombing campaign 
in Cambodia aren’t 

Robert Reich can’t see the wood 
for the trees
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Engels, the executions “accom-
plished the final act of sepa-
ration between England and 
Ireland. The only thing that the 
Fenians still lacked were mar-
tyrs. They have been provided 
with these.”

The Fenians constituted a 
revolutionary threat in Britain, 
let alone Ireland. 

In mid-October 1867 the 
Home Office had been wor-
ried by information that a 
large party of Fenians planned 
to kidnap queen Victoria at 
Balmoral, and despatched a 
large force of police and troops 
to strengthen her protection.

By the end of November the 
police warned the Cabinet that 
the Fenians were arming them-
selves in Britain and that, in the 
event of an outbreak, the police 
would be unable to cope.

I n  N o v e m b e r  1 8 6 7 
O’Sulivan-Burke was arrested 
for his role in the Manchester 
prison van escape. He was sent 
to Clerkenwell Prison, London. 
The Clerkenwell bomb was 
meant to get him out. 

The man charged with caus-
ing the explosion was 27 year 
old Irish republican Michael 
Barrett. Witnesses testified 
that he had been in Scotland 
on the date of the incident. But  
co-accused Patrick Mullany told 
the court that Barrett had said 
he carried out the explosion.

Trials
Mullany, who had lied in other 
trials, was given free pas-
sage to Australia. Of the other 
six defendants, one was a police 
spy. After two hours the jury 
pronounced Barrett guilty.

He was hanged on Tuesday 
26 May 1868 outside Newgate 
Prison. Some two thousand 
people turned up to watch. 

They booed, jeered and 
sang Rule Britannia as Barrett 
was hanged. It was the last 
public execution in Britain. 

The Times noted, “The crowd 
was most unusually orderly, but 
it was not a crowd in which one 
would like to trust.” The Times 
didn’t like poor people, British 
or Irish.

After the Clerkenwell explo-
sion, Disraeli advocated 
the suspension of Habeas 
Corpus in Britain, as was 
already the case in Ireland. 
He was supported by queen 
Victoria.

By 7 February 1868 there 
were 53,113 special con-
stables enrolled in London 
alone and another 70,561 
eslewhere.

The Fenian movement 

retreated. But the mood in 
Britain was far from static.

Queen Victoria was so out-
raged that only one man was 
executed, she “urged that in 
future, instead of being brought 
to trial, Irish suspects should be 
‘lynch-lawed’ and on the spot”.

In contrast in 1872, on the 
initiation of the Socialist First 
International, an illegal demon-
stration was held in Hyde Park 
in support of the Fenians. 

Over 30,000 marched. Marx 
was there and wrote, “The 
English and Irish sections of 
our population have united in 
friendship. 

“These two elements of the 
working class, whose enmity 
towards each other was so 
much in the interests of the 
government and wealthy 

classes, are now offering one 
another the hand of friendship.”

PART OF a racist 
anti-Irish cartoon 
(top) and an 
execution notice 
for Michael Barrett 
(above)

T
O RY  p r i m e 
m i n i s t e r 
B e n j a m i n 
D i s r a e l i 
b a n n e d  a l l 
political dem-

onstrations in London on 
13 December 1867. 

It was an attempt to 
stop weekly meetings and 
marches that were being 
held in support of an Irish 
liberation movement—the 
Fenians.

At 4pm the next day the 
Fenians tried to rescue one 
of their jailed members by 
blowing a hole in a prison 
wall while inmates were 
exercising in the yard.

Gunpowder was placed 
in a wheelbarrow, and 
it was leaned up against 
Clerkenwell prison in London 
and the fuse was lit. 

The houses opposite, on 
what is now Corporation Row 
but was then Corporation 
Lane, were tenements hous-
ing the poor. Twelve people 
were killed and another 50 
injured.

The Irish Times condemned 
the attack as a “diabolical 
Fenian outrage”.

The explosion had a deeply 
damaging effect on British 
working class opinion.

Karl Marx supported the 
fight for Irish liberation as 
key for revolution in Ireland 
and Britain. He wrote after 
Clerkenwell, “The London 
masses, who have shown great 
sympathy towards Ireland, 
will be made wild and driven 
into the arms of a reactionary 
government.

“One cannot expect the 
London proletarians to allow 
themselves to be blown up in 
honour of Fenian emissaries.”

The context for all this was 
Britain’s colonial domination of 
Ireland.

Destruction
The Great Famine of Ireland 
in the 1840s saw two million 
Irish men, women and children 
either emigrate or die—around 
a quarter of the population. 
Britain oversaw the destruction 
of the country.

The  I r i sh  Repub l i can 
Brotherhood (IRB) was a revo-
lutionary organisation commit-
ted to a separate Irish republic 
achieved by armed rebellion.

The establishment of the IRB 
in 1858 and the emergence of 
the Fenian movement was dis-
missed by some—not least 
because of its strength among 
the “lower orders”. 

The Times newspaper in 
1865 said, “Once, the only allies 
to be expected on the side of 
order were the members of one 
privileged class; now, we can 
rely upon every class in Ireland 
above the lowest.

“When Irish disaffection has 
dwindled to Fenianism, there is 
good reason for supposing that 
it is dying out altogether and 
must be very near its end.”

Not for the first time the 
snobbery of the English estab-
lishment was wrong. The very 
features of Fenianism that were 

mocked also made it an endur-
ing political force in Ireland.

According to historian John 
Newsinger, the movement’s 
membership was overwhelm-
ingly working class and its lead-
ership in the main came from 
the lower middle class.

Some 1,100 men were 
arrested between 1866 and 
1868 under the Habeas Corpus 
Suspension Act—the anti-terror 
law of its day. 

Of these 47.8 percent were 
artisans or skilled workers, 

6.4 percent town labourers 
and 5.3 percent farm labourers, 
while 9.1 percent were clerks or 
schoolteachers and 3.6 percent 
were shop assistants.

Building in the working 
classes radicalised the move-
ment and gave it some protec-
tion—though not enough—from 
spies. The focus on democratic 
change for the people pushed 
the movement towards work-
ers and away from the middle 
classes and the church.

Despite being based on a 

clandestine secret society, 
the Fenians grew into a mass 
democratic working class 
organisation.

The Spectator was closer 
to British ruling class think-
ing by 1868. It said Fenianism 
presented “the gravest danger 
ahead for Liberal statesman-
ship, a large revolutionary 
party, with vague and rest-
less cravings for national inde-
pendence, and without faith 
in constitutional reforms or 
Parliamentary agitation.”

And Fenianism came at a 
time when the ruling class 
was under pressure from other 
movements, including mass 
agitation for the vote.

Forced emigration provided 
some advantages. The Fenians 
grew in strength and influence 
in Britain as well as Ireland. 

T
HEY HAD tried, 
with some initial 
success, to infil-
trate the British 
army. The move-
ment importantly 

grew in urban areas.
By one estimate, the Fenians 

organised up to 50,000 men in 
Ireland by the mid-1860s. 

The IRB declared in 1866 
“Fenianism seems to be sprout-
ing up everywhere”, adding, 
“England is loosening her iron 
grasp on Ireland”.

Fenianism also had an impor-
tant US dimension. General 
Philip Sheridan, a Union com-
mander in the American Civil 
War, was not untypical in 
thinking that, “I’m American by 
birth, I love liberty; an Irishman 
by descent, I hate oppression; 
and if I were in Ireland, I should 
be a Fenian.”

The Fenians had intended to 
hold an uprising in 1865. But 
the government struck first and 
managed to suppress the IRB 
paper, the Irish People, and 
arrest key leaders.

In 1867 the Fenians rose 
again. There were military 
efforts in England and Ireland 
in February. Early in the follow-
ing month a more significant 
attempt was initiated. 

But again the leaders had 
been rounded up. US aid and 
guns came too little and too 
late. Clerical denunciation, as 
always, had not helped, nor had 
networks of informers.

In honour of their role in 
putting down the rebellion, 
the Irish Constabulary was 
awarded the prefix “Royal.” It 
was organised along military 
lines, often made use of sus-
pension of normal law, and was 
explicitly political.

In September 1867 a police 
officer was shot dead in 
Manchester as Fenians attacked 
a police van in order to free 
Irish Republicans inside.

Senior Republican arms 
dealer to the Fenians, Richard 
O’Sulivan-Burke, had planned 
the escape. The public exe-
cution of the “Manchester 
Martyrs” who were framed for 
the killing caused a great wave 
of sympathy for the Fenians to 
sweep over Ireland. 

According to Frederick 

WHY THE 
FENIANS 
MATTERED
One hundred and fifty years ago, Irish revolutionaries 
carried out the largest terrorist attack in 19th century 
Britain. Simon Basketter looks at the crisis behind it

The Fenians 
constituted a 
revolutionary 
threat in 
Britain

‘‘ 
Frederick Engels

PART OF a mass, illegal protest in support of the Fenians in London’s Hyde Park in 1872

Benjamin Disraeli

The revolution didn’t have 
to lead to a new ruling class

The victory of Joseph 
Stalin’s counter 
revolution and the rise 
of a bureaucracy that 
exploited workers was 
not inevitable 

IN 1917 the Russian 
revolution got rid of the old 
rulers—and put workers 
and peasants in control. 

But by the 1930s a new 
ruling class had developed and 
rolled back many of the gains 
made during the revolution. 

This is often held up as an 
argument for why revolutions 
are doomed to fail.

But failure was not 
inevitable. It was a result 
of political, social and 
economic circumstances.

The Bolshevik party was 
clear that the revolution’s 
success depended 
on it spreading. 

Europe was gripped by 
a revolutionary wave, but 
movements failed to break 
through elsewhere like the 
workers had in Russia.

This left the burgeoning 
workers’ state isolated 
and besieged. 

Europe’s rulers invaded 
to support the counter-
revolutionary White Army. 
The Civil War decimated the 
new Russia—and the working 
class that had built it. 

Diseases 
Five million died—with many 
more dying from poverty 
and diseases. The working 
class, small in 1917, was 
reduced to just 43 percent 
of its size before the war. 

This meant the soviets—
workers’ councils—which 
had taken power in the 
October Revolution, 
were hollowed out. 

But the Soviet government 
was left in charge of a vast 
state apparatus—and it 
became more important 
within Russian society. 

In 1922 revolutionary 
leader Vladimir Lenin 
described the state apparatus 
as “borrowed from Tsarism 
and hardly touched by 
the Soviet world”. 

It was staffed by thousands 
of bureaucrats from the old 
Tsarist regime—and a layer 
of new functionaries. At first 
this bureaucracy balanced 

between competing interests 
within Russian society, such 
as workers and peasants.

Leon Trotsky and the Left 
Opposition put forward a 
programme to rebuild the 
strength of the working class.

But the bureaucracy 
solidified its control 
and developed its own 
set of class interests.

Stalin rejected the 
internationalism that was 
central to the Bolsheviks’ 
politics and argued for 
“socialism in one country”.

His counter-revolution 
built a state capitalist regime 
that exploited workers to 
compete with the West.

Other capitalist countries 
had gone through a 
century of industrial 
development, but Stalin 
decided Russia had to catch 
up in just a few decades.

Exiled 
This meant terrible hardship 
and state terror for most 
Russians. And while there 
was a fight against Stalin 
by Bolshevik dissenters, 
thousands were removed 
from office, exiled or 
executed—including Trotsky. 

To stop this happening 
again will mean spreading 
the revolution. Unlike in 
1917, the working class now 
represents the majority of 
the world’s population.

Russia was economically 
backward and needed 
revolutions to succeed in 
more developed countries. 

World wealth has 
increased immensely 
since 1917 and can be 
used to abolish want. 

And at every stage of the 
revolution, revolutionaries 
will have to fight for 
working class democracy.

Reflecting on the 
revolution in 1937, the 
former anarchist turned 
Bolshevik Victor Serge said, 
“It is often said that ‘the 
germ of all Stalinism was in 
Bolshevism at its beginning’.”  

“Well, I have no objection. 
Only, Bolshevism also 
contained many other germs, 
a mass of other germs.”

Revolutionaries today 
have to learn the lessons so 
we’re successful next time. 
This is part of a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution tinyurl.com/sw1917

LEON TROTSKY (centre) resisted the rise of Stalinism 

Stalin replaced 
the Bolsheviks’ 
internationalim 
with ‘socialism 
in one country’

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION

1917 TIMELINE
26 November - 6 December 
(9-19 December in the 
modern calendar)
lPeace talks with Germany 
and its allies begin
lAn eight-hour day is 
introduced for railway 
workers
lFor the first time in history 
Russian women win the 
right to divorce
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 Workers set for general strike in Greece
by PANOS GARGANAS

TRADE UNIONS in Greece 
have called a general strike 
for Thursday 14 December 
as parliament is set to dis-
cuss next year’s budget.

The budget will cut spend-
ing by £2 billion and increase 
taxes by £2 billion. 

That means cutting health 
service funding by 28 percent 
in one go. The Athens Metro 
also faces a cut of 32 percent.

Greece’s government, led 
by left party Syriza, is imple-
menting a bailout agreement 
with the European Union, 
European Central Bank and 
International Monetary Fund.

These institutions say that 
Greece’s government must 
reach a primary deficit of  
3.5 percent of GDP.

Economy
That means that the differ-
ence between what it takes 
in taxes and what it spends 
must rise to about a thirtieth 
of the size of the economy.

Before the crisis Greece’s 
government had a deficit 
of 11 percent. An amount 
equivalent to 15 percent 
of the whole economy has 

been taken out since then.  
It’s come out of education, 
health care, public sector 
wages, benefits and pensions. 
None of these things created 
Greece’s debt.

We’re told that “the 
Greeks” were spending too 
much and now have to pay.

But it’s the rich and the 

banks who were overspend-
ing—thanks to the interna-
tional finance markets—and 
it’s the rest who are paying 
for it.

Floods hit the Attica 
region last month and killed 
23 people in a working class 
area west of Athens.

Those deaths could have 

been avoided. Everyone 
agrees that the floods were 
so bad because no money has 
been spent on infrastructure, 
on providing an outlet for the 
waters.

Putting extra austerity on 
top of such an event is a prov-
ocation. So are plans to bring 
in a new law making it harder 

for local trade union bodies 
to call strikes.

S u c h  m e a s u r e s  a r e 
demanded by the bailout 
agreement, and part of the 
strike is about trying to stop 
them getting to parliament.

Syriza has moved to the 
right rapidly since taking 
office. There is so much anger 

that trade unionists affiliated 
to Syriza haven’t been able to 
oppose strikes.

A fightback has pushed 
union leaderships into action. 
Public sector workers have 
been fighting a government 
ban on new permanent jobs. 

Sacking
Hospital workers struck across 
Greece at the end of last 
month, opposing the sacking 
of contract workers. There 
have been similar actions by 
local government workers.

The bailout agreement 
threatens any state-run utility 
with privatisation if it doesn’t 
make enough cuts to become 
profitable. Athens Metro 
workers have struck against 
this blackmail.

And there have been pen-
sioners’ protests and two 
one-day strikes against the 
National Bank of Greece’s 
plans to run down its pension 
scheme.

A successful general strike 
will give all types of resistance 
a boost. It will show workers 
in every sector that’s fighting 
that they are not alone.

Panos Garganas is editor of 
Socialist Worker’s Greek sister 
paper Workers Solidarity

HOSPITAL WORKERS on strike in Athens last month. The banner says, “Resistance—radical change. No to old and 
new austerity memorandums. Mass hiring to hospitals.”  Picture: Workers solidarity
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 DROWNED OUT by the furore 
over Donald Trump’s tweets, 

Theresa May’s Middle East visit last 
week reinforced links with another 
of Britain’s dubious allies—Saudi 
Arabia.

May visited Saudi Arabia last 
Wednesday and was keen to give 
the impression that she took a hard 
line on its blockade of neighbouring 
Yemen. 

Yet an official Downing Street 
statement on May’s meeting with 
Saudi Arabia’s king Salman bin 
Abdulaziz was somewhat softer than 
many headlines implied.

May and bin Abdulaziz “discussed 
Yemen”.

 But they also got down to the 
real reason for May’s visit—“Saudi 
Arabia’s long-term stability and suc-
cess” and confronting their shared 
rival Iran.

For all Saudi Arabia’s war crimes 
abroad and human rights abuses at 
home, Britain has always backed it 
up. 

Friendship with the heavily-armed 
and oil-rich Saudi Arabia is far too 
valuable to the US and Britain in a 
region they’re always fighting to 
control.

State
It’s a relationship that goes back to 
the very beginnings of the modern 
Saudi Arabian state. 

Britain helped Saudi Arabia’s first 
king, warlord Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud 
found Saudi Arabia in 1932. 

Ibn Saud had conquered land 
controlled by rival Arab families, 
partly funded, armed and sup-
ported by Britain. He established 
a ruling dynasty in which power 
is passed from brother to brother.  

Saudi Arabia’s relationship with the 
West strengthened with the discovery 
of the largest oil reserves in the world 
in 1933. 

An oil deal with the US provided 
the state with much-needed finance.

The US and Saudi Arabia worked 
together to defeat the Arab revolt 
against colonialism in the 50s and 
60s, and the Soviet Union’s invasion 
of Aghanistan in the 80s. 

Saudi Arabia also supported the US 
invasions of Afghanistan in 2001 and 
Iraq in 2003.

Today Saudi Arabia is one of the 
most repressive regimes in the world 
and is responsible for bloodshed on 

an appalling scale across the Middle 
East. 

Some 150 people were executed in 
Saudi Arabia in 2016—and at least 
another 100 have been executed this 
year too.

Rebels
In Yemen millions are dying in a 
famine caused by a war that Saudi 
Arabia is fighting against rebels 
it claims are backed by Iran. And 
Britain supplies no small amount of 
the weapons.

In this year alone Britain has 
sold more than £1 billion worth 
of arms to Saudi Arabia, including 

air-to-air missiles. In fact, Saudi 
Arabia is Britain’s biggest customer 
for weaponry.

That’s because arms deals are inte-
gral to Britain and Saudi Arabia’s 
strategic relationship. 

Saudi Arabia needs the arms to bol-
ster itself as a major regional power. 
The British government is desperate 
to keep selling it those arms to main-
tain its own standing in the Middle 
East.

That explains why May’s visit last 
week was the second this year and 
why—despite her posturing over 
Yemen—she’ll always be complicit in 
Saudi Arabia’s war crimes.

THERESA MAY and Saudi Arabia’s king Salman bin Abdulaziz

An economy based on oil
ONE IMMEDIATE trigger for 
Saudi Arabia’s actions is 

Iran’s growing influence as the 
wars in Syria and Iraq come to an 
end. 

Iran now has strong financial 
ties to Iraq, and could set up 
permanent military bases in Syria 
after propping up dictator  
Bashar Al-Assad.

A longer term cause is falling 
oil prices which are fuelling a 
financial crisis in Saudi Arabia. 

Saudi Arabia has a deficit 
of around £39 billion, and its 
government has implemented 
austerity which has led 
to an unemployment rate 
of nearly 13 percent.

That makes its competition 
with Iran even sharper. 

Aside from oil, Saudi Arabia’s 
economy rests on controlling 
imports to smaller Gulf states, 
and large-scale investment in 
the private sectors of other 
Middle East countries.

Crown prince Mohammed 
bin Salman (pictured) is driving 
through changes as part of his 
“Vision 2030” plan to shift the 
economy away from oil and 
towards the private sector. 

His recent purge of prominent 
members of the Saudi royal 
family is likely linked to this 
as he consolidates his power. 

Bullying that backfires
SAUDI ARABIA’S crown prince 
Mohammed bin Salman has 

pursued a series of aggressive 
confrontations with regional rival 
Iran over the past year. 

But they haven’t all gone his 
way. Most recently Saudi Arabia 
appeared to try and engineer a 
civil war in Lebanon against the 
Iranian-backed militant group 
Hizbollah. 

Lebanese president Saad Hariri 
resigned from his post with a 
surprise speech in the Saudi 
Arabian capital attacking his 
coalition partners Hizbollah.

But after disappearing for more 
than a week, Hariri reappeared in 
France before returning to Lebanon 

to “suspend” his resignation. Now 
it seems he may not resign after all.

Earlier this year Saudi Arabia 
led other Arab states in a blockade 
against its neighbour Qatar in a bid 
to break its links with Iran. 

This worried US defence 
officials, not least because Qatar is 
home to their largest military base 
in the Middle East.

What’s more, the blockade has 
had the opposite effect to what 
Saudi Arabia intended—pushing 
Qatar and Iran even closer 
together.

Meanwhile the war in Yemen, 
now well into its second bloody 
year, looks as if it could end in 
Saudi Arabia’s defeat.

Funding the 
rich’s brutality

 SAUDI Arabia is 
the headquarters 

of counter-revolution 
in the Middle East. 
Along with other Gulf 
States it played a 
major role in the far-
reaching privatisation of 
industries in the Middle 
East, including in Egypt.

This fuelled the 
poverty that contributed 
to the revolutions in 
2011. The revolutions 
represented a challenge 
to ruling classes across 
the Middle East, but 
also threatened Saudi 
Arabia’s interests 
directly.

So Saudi Arabia 
intervened directly to 
crush the uprising in 
Bahrain—using weapons 
supplied by Britain. 

And it bankrolled the 
brutal counter revolution 
in Egypt led by dictator 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.

Trump backs 
bin Salman

 SAUDI Arabia is 
starting to push 

against the limits of 
what its Western allies 
will accept.

The US’s defeat 
in Iraq has given 
Saudi Arabia more 
independence to pursue 
its own interests in the 
Middle East. 

But parts of the US 
ruling class are worried 
that it will cause more 
instability in the Middle 
East, further weakening 
the US’s grip on the 
region.

Despite this, president 
Donald Trump has 
taken the US back 
towards confrontation 
with Iran, and seems 
to impulsively support 
everything bin Salman 
does.

That makes the 
potential for new wars 
in the Middle East even 
more explosive.

 Theresa May’s visit solidifies  
 friendship with Saudi Arabia   
Britain has backed Saudi Arabia since the kingdom’s birth because it wanted to maintain its 
influence in the Middle East. But its rulers are running into difficulties, writes Nick Clark 
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IN BRIEF 

May force be with 
cinema strikers?
WORKERS AT five branches 
of the Picturehouse cinema 
chain are set to strike as new 
Star Wars film The Last Jedi 
is released. 

The workers in London 
plan to walk out on 
14 December. They demand 
the Living Wage of £10.20 in 
London and £8.75 outside 
London.

Their other demands 
include maternity, paternity 
and sick pay.

Get a move on, 
Glasgow council
UNISON AND GMB members 
protested outside Glasgow 
City Chambers on Wednesday 
of last week demanding the 
council stop dragging its feet 
over equal pay. 

The protest continued a 
decade-long battle over the 
council’s failure to re-grade 
low paid women workers 
to the same level as male-
dominated roles.

With 11,000 claims still 
unresolved, the council could 
face a bill of £500 million. 
Protesters unveiled an “equal 
pay or we walk away” banner. 

Protest against 
Rajoy in Britain
SPANISH PRIME minister 
Mariano Rajoy visited Britain 
this week—with protests 
against him on Tuesday.

Unison Scotland this week 
announced its condemnation 
of state violence during the 
independence referendum. 

It also called for the release 
of political prisoners. Catalans 
will vote on 21 December in 
imposed elections.

Unions take on the 
Scottish budget
THE SCOTTISH TUC has 
announced a rally on the day 
of the Scottish budget.

Union leaders want the 
Scottish parliament to use its 
full tax and borrowing powers 
to finance a rise in pay for 
public workers and restore 
the funding needed for proper 
public services.
lThu 14 Dec, 11.30am, Scottish 
parliament, EH99 1SP

Stop cutting us, 
say journalists
JOURNALISTS working 
for regional newspapers 
published by Newsquest in 
Darlington were set to ballot 
for strikes from Thursday.

They are fighting cuts to 
jobs and pay.

Court challenge for 
blacklist bosses
THE UNITE union has 
launched a new claim at the 
High Court against named 
individuals over blacklisting 
in the construction industry.

Protests were to take place 
around Britain on Wednesday. 
lSee socialistworker.co.uk for 
details.

 Don’t let Royal Mail win 
on pensions and pay
by NICK CLARK

POSTAL WORKERS’ union 
leaders looked set to announce 
at least parts of a possible 
agreement with Royal Mail 
bosses on Tuesday of this 
week. The CWU union has 
been in negotiation with 
bosses in a dispute over 
pensions, pay and conditions.

CWU leaders were set to 
brief members of the union’s 
postal executive committee 
and senior officials on the 
recommendations of an 
external mediator on Tuesday.

The union called off a two-
day strike in October after the 
high court granted bosses an 
injunction and ordered them 
into mediation with bosses.

Massive
It followed a massive 
vote for strikes by CWU 
members—89 percent on 
a 73 percent turnout. The 
union waged a campaign that 
involved thousands of postal 
workers in mass gate meetings.

The mediator released 
her report outlining 

recommendations to end 
the dispute to the CWU last 
Thursday.

A letter to CWU branches 
last Friday said that , “The 
union’s campaign and the 
magnificent ballot result 
has altered the mood of 
the talks, strengthened the 

CWU’s negotiating stance 
and significantly changed the 
dynamics of the negotiations.”

It also said further talks 
were planned.

Union members reacted 
angrily when the letter was 
posted on the CWU’s Facebook 
page. Some felt that they had 
been kept in the dark.

Delay
Others felt that union leaders 
had let the campaign lose 
momentum—or allowed Royal 
Mail to delay strikes until after 
Christmas.

One said, “Striking will 
hasten the talks—get on with 
it!” 

Any loss of momentum is 
dangerous.

If bosses have been forced 
to make concessions, that’s 
because the ballot result and 
campaign showed that workers 
are prepared to take serious, 
hard-hitting action.

But strikes will surely mean 
workers can win more—and 
union leaders must call action 
immediately if mediation 
doesn’t end with key demands 
met.

The fight to defend health 
contracts cannot wait
TORY HEALTH secretary 
Jeremy Hunt revealed 
plans to attack NHS 
workers’ pay last week.

He told the Health Ser-
vice Journal about his plans 
to overhaul the Agenda for 
Change (AfC) pay structure.

He specifically mentioned 
“reform” to pay increments. 

And he echoed chancellor 
Philip Hammond’s announce-
ment that any pay rises for 
nurses would be linked to 
“productivity agreements”.

This is about making 
workers do more for less.

Hunt also hinted at attack-
ing unsocial hours’ pay-
ments for working nights 
and weekends. He said 
that the contract imposed 
on junior doctors was a 
“quite sensible” model.

The attack on junior 

doctors was a precursor 
to attacks on other NHS 
staff. Other unions should 
have struck with them.

Unison union general sec-
retary Dave Prentis said in 
2015 that the union would 
defend unsocial hours’ pay.

“There will be more bal-
lots for industrial action if 
they—or anybody—come 
after our unsocial hours pay,” 
he said. They’re coming now.

Health unions have signed 
up to worse pay, terms and 
conditions, arguing that the 
Tories would otherwise scrap 
AfC and bring in local pay.

These agreements have 
simply paved the way for 
more attacks. NHS work-
ers must push for action to 
defend AfC—and fight for 
real above-inflation pay rises.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

SOME 200 people marched 
through Brixton against the 
demolition of six estates in 
the south London borough of 
Lambeth last Saturday.

The march from the 
Cressingham Gardens 
estate to Lambeth town 
hall was called by the Save 
Cressingham Gardens 
campaign.

Campaigners demand that 
tenants and residents are 
balloted on any demolitions 
or redevelopment plans. 

“The majority are strongly 
against demolition,” Pam 
Douglas from the Save 
Cressingham campaign told 
Socialist Worker.

“Jeremy Corbyn promised 
ballots for estate residents at 

the Labour Party conference 
this year.”

News that Labour Party 
reselections in Haringey, 
north London, went against 
councillors who back 
demolitions (see page 3) 
boosted campaigners. 

Haringey activists came to 
show their support.

“We’ve never had Lambeth 
Labour councillors lift their 
head above the parapet,” 
said Pam. 

There are two years to 
fight the plans. 

“What you do has an 
enormous effect,” said 
Tanya Murat from Southwark 
Defend Council Housing. “It’s 
one of the most important 
housing struggles going on.” 

NHS WORKERS

Protesters in Pickering  Picture: John Atkinson

FRACKING

POST WORKERS

ON OUR LIST
Socialist Worker says 
there must be strikes 
unless there is a deal that
lIncludes a single 
pension scheme for all 
workers in the industry 
that guarantees a wage in 
retirement
lGives workers an  
above-inflation pay rise 
not linked to productivity 
deals
lGuarantees that workers 
aren’t forced to change 
their hours to fit in with 
Royal Mail’s profit drive
lGives workers a shorter 
working week—without 
loss of pay

PROTESTERS IN Brixton, south London, last Saturday  Picture: Guy Smallman

FAMILIES ON their first 
ever demonstration were 
among the 200-strong crowd 
marching through the market 
town of Pickering in Ryedale, 
North Yorkshire, on Saturday 
against fracking.

Third Energy, backed by 
Barclays Bank, plans to frack 
at nearby Kirby Misperton.

The march halted outside 
Barclays and the adjacent 
Conservative Club and 
people chanted, “Tories, 
Barclays, hear us say—no 
fracking way!” A group 
sprayed “toxic bank” on 
Barclays’ windows, part of a 
“Tag a Barclays” campaign.

Carol from Frack Free 
Pickering said, “It was great 

to see—and hear—so many 
people taking direct action 
against Barclays and telling 
Third Energy to well and 
truly frack off.”

Other campaigners 
said they detected a new 
nervousness from the Tories. 

Fracking wasn’t mentioned 
in either the recent industrial 
strategy or energy security 
reports. And though Third 
Energy declared itself ready 
to frack some weeks ago it 
is still awaiting the go-ahead 
from the government.

But Kim Hunter from 
Frack Free Scarborough 
warned, “We need to keep 
marching, keep organising, 
keep piling the pressure on.”

NUCLEAR WORKERS 

Sellafield workers out to power up pay 
MORE THAN 3,000 workers 
walked out at the Sellafield 
nuclear reprocessing 
and decommissioning 
site in Cumbria on 
Wednesday of last week.

Firefighters based there 
struck for 12 hours the 
following day, causing 
mile-long tailbacks. 

The GMB union members 
are involved in three 
separate disputes over pay. 

Bosses imposed a below-
inflation pay offer of 
1.5 percent on the majority 
of the Sellafield workforce 

in July. This dispute has seen 
three strikes this autumn. 

The Unite union is in 
dispute over the same 
issue. It should call its 
members out alongside 
GMB, for coordinated 
strikes that hit harder.

Outsourced catering and 
security workers also joined 
the walkout last week. Their 
employer, subcontractor 
Mitie, is imposing a below-
inflation 2 percent pay offer. 

The firefighters also 
rejected 
an offer of 

£4.30 more a week. 
GMB official Chris Jukes 

said it was “very clear” 
that the strike was solid 
because of the lack of cars.

“We’re picketing at all 
five gates and we have a 
lot of support,” he said.  

GMB striker
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SCHOOLS

 Parents, children, teachers 
  united against academies
by MIRIAM SCHARF

THE FIRST strike day 
against academisation at 
Avenue School in Newham, 
east London, took place on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Over 50 people were on 
strike and the NEU union 
members were joined on the 
picket by large numbers of 
parents and children. 

Joint NEU general sec-
retary Kevin Courtney was 
there to hear women and 
children lead the lively 
chanting. 

Avenue has a second strike 
planned for 14 December. 

A campaign by the union 
and by the most amazing par-
ents’ groups has injected life 
into school union groups. 

Parents’ determination—
holding meetings, lobbying 
governors, leafletting the 
area and signing petitions— 
has fed the will of union 
members to fight back.  

In Newham 25 schools 
have already become part of 
Multi-Academy Trusts (Mats). 

The majority are still under 
council control and the battle 
is on to keep them there. 

The council, while it has  
pretended neutrality, has in 
fact joined the Department 
for Education, the Regional 
Schools Commissioners and 
private consultants in pushing 

an aggressive academising 
agenda this term. 

Royal Docks Community 
School had to fight off acad-
emisation years ago and are 
doing so again. Its first strike 
will be on 13 December. 

Workers in another sec-
ondary school, Cumberland, 
are awaiting the result of a 
ballot for industrial action. 

T h e i r  u n i o n  g r o u p 
has swelled from around  
50 to 98 since deciding to 
resist becoming an academy.
The aim of our rejuvenated 
union is to organise in other 
schools, pre-empting the take-
over by the ambitious CEOs 
of Mats, and to spread action 
across the borough.
lMessages of solidarity for 
all three schools to assistant.

secretary.nta@gmail.com

nWORKERS AT Charlton Park 
Academy have beaten back 
an attack on their sick pay 
after strikes. NEU and GMB 
union members have secured 
nationally agreed conditions 
for all staff. 

UNIVERSITY WORKERS

Strikes win jobs victory 
for Brighton lecturers 
STRIKES AT the University 
of Brighton have forced 
bosses to withdraw plans for 
compulsory redundancies.

UCU union members 
planned a two-day strike 
this week, following a one 
and a half day strike last 
month. The union called off 
the action and a work to rule 
after reaching an agreement 
with management.

The walkout last month 
hit five campuses. Large 
numbers of students joined 
lecturers on the picket lines. 

Local trade unionists from 
schools and the council also 
came to offer solidarity.

Management was 
spooked by the amount 
of media coverage the 
action attracted. The vice 
chancellor responded by 

accusing UCU members of 
intimidation and breaches 
of trade union law.

This only served to 
strengthen workers’ 
determination to oppose the 
redundancies.

Senior management 
quickly backed off from a 
threat to derecognise the 
union and moved to find a 
way to end the dispute.

If workers are prepared 
to commit to escalating 
strikes, they can win.

Trying to force through 
the redundancies was a way 
for management to test the 
union’s resolve. 

We can rightly feel proud 
that we stood firm. 
Mark Abel, chair UCU 
coordinating committee, 
University of Brighton

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

Driving examiners say Tories have failed  
DRIVING EXAMINERS held 
a two-day national strike on 
Monday and Tuesday as bosses 
at the Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency (DVSA) 
implemented a new test.

The members of the PCS 
union are fighting attempts 
to extend their working hours 
without increasing their pay. 

Bosses want them to travel 
for up to 90 minutes a day to 
and from test centres that are 
not their usual workplaces. 
Strikers are also concerned that 
parts of the new test are unsafe.

Driving examiner Eric 
Bushell, on the picket line 
in Chadderton, Greater 
Manchester, told Socialist 
Worker, “We have seen our 
terms and condition slowly 
being eroded away. As with the 
rest of the civil service, we have 
suffered a 1 percent pay limit.

“We have to look at the 
bigger picture here. We 
are convinced that these 
detrimental changes are being 

forced through to pave the way 
for privatisation, to make our 
agency more profitable”.

He added, “The strike 
went very well. We had up 
to 20 people picketing. What 
was most interesting was we 
were supported by driving 
instructors. They’re of the same 
opinion as us over the new test.

“A new manoeuvre, the right 

hand reverse, will mean the 
candidate will have to go to the 
other side of the road, reverse 
back and then drive back on 
into traffic again. It’s not safe.”
lSend messages of support 
and donations to the strike 
fund. Messages to gary.washer@
btinternet.com. Donations to 
DfT strike Hardship Fund, sort 
code 608301 a/c 20163225.

IN BRIEF

Big strike planned 
for Virgin trains
SOME 1,800 RMT and TSSA 
union members are set to 
strike for six days in their 
fight for pay.

The dispute involves train 
managers, on board catering, 
station, clerical and retail 
grades on the Virgin West 
Coast line which runs from 
Glasgow to London. 

They’re due to strike on  
15 and 22 December, and on 
four more dates in January.

They’re fighting for a 
similar deal to drivers—who 
won a one-hour reduction in 
the working week and an extra 
£500 on their basic salary. 

RMT members returned 
a 91 percent vote to strike, 
alongside the TSSA members 
voting 87 percent to strike. 

Bread workers 
need more dough
WORKERS AT the Kingsmill 
bakery in West Bromwich 
have voted by 82 percent for 
strikes over pay. 

They have been offered a 
below-inflation pay deal of  
2 percent plus £150 this year 
and the same next year.

Around 130 drivers, 
maintenance workers and 
security personnel were 
balloted. Strikes could trigger 
a bread shortage across the 
Midlands before Christmas.

Surrey bus workers 
want recognition
BUS DRIVERS struck on 
Monday for union rights at 
the Quality Line depot in 
Epson, Surrey. Up to  
18 routes were affected. 

RMT union members are 
protesting because bosses 
recognise only Unite—a 
minority union in the depot. 

The RMT wants joint 
recognition. 

Campaign to save 
crucial Kent buses
KENT’S TORY council is 
axing 74 bus services across 
the county. 

The Unite union has 
mounted a campaign to 
fight the cuts to the “socially 
necessary bus services” 
budget. Unite regional officer 
Dave Weeks said, “We will be 
mobilising public opinion to 
get the council to reverse this 
harsh plan which threatens to 
isolate rural communities and 
deepen divisions in society.”

Surgical strike  
plan in Gillingham
ANAESTHETISTS, nurses 
and other surgical workers at 
Medway Maritime Hospital in 
Gillingham are balloting for 
strikes against new rosters.

The 74 workers are Unite 
union members. Bosses have 
imposed new shifts which in 
one case saw staff working  
12 hours without their 
30-minute break. 

Unite warns that pushing 
workers to exhaustion 
endangers patients too.

Confident pickets at Chadderton  Picture: Geoff Brown

PARENTS AND children joined teachers on the Avenue School picket line  

SHEFFIELD

NEU UNION members at a 
school in Sheffield have called 
four days of strikes  over work-
load and other issues.

Teachers at Westways 
Primary School in Crookes 
p lanned  to  s t r ike  on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
of this week and on Tuesday 
and Wednesday of next week. 

They say a new executive 
head teacher has brought in 
negative changes to policy, 
workload and management 
practices.

The union said the changes 
include a shorter playtime for 
early years children and Sats-
style tests every half term in 
years three to five. 

Simon Murch is a pri-
mary school teacher and 
joint division secretary of 
Sheffield NEU. He told 
Socialist Worker, “It is so 
important that NEU mem-
bers in Sheffield and further 
afield support the action at 
Westways.

“Teachers and support staff 
are preparing to strike against 
increased workload, but also 
to protect the child-centred 
learning that parents value so 
highly. 

“Schools should not be 
exam factories and children 
are more than a score.”
lSign the petition to support 
the strikers at bit.ly/2i4lpI0

BRENT

TEACHERS AT The Village 
School in Brent, north west 
London, have voted for strikes 
before Christmas unless a plan 
for the school to become part 
of a Multi-Academy Trust is 
withdrawn.

Lesley Gouldbourne, secre-
tary of the NEU NUT section 
in Brent, said the academy 
programme is a “corrupt 
shambles”.
lMessages of support to hank.
roberts@neu.org.uk
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 Back the winter  
 refugee appeal 
by DAVE SEWELL

ACTIVISTS ACROSS Britain 
are organising in solidarity 
with refugees and migrants 
trapped in the cold by 
Britain’s border in northern 
France.

Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR), Care 4 Calais (C4C) 
and Labour peer Alf Dubs 
are leading a winter appeal 
for Calais, culminating in a 
convoy delivering supplies 
this weekend.

A fundraising evening 
and concert last Saturday 
brought the total collected 
in Hackney, east London, to 
more than £2,000.

Sasha Simic of Hackney 
SUTR said, “This is not char-
ity, it is solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters.”

Clare Moseley from C4C 
said, “A year on from the 
destruction of the ‘jungle’ ref-
ugee camp by the French state 
and things are much worse for 
the refugees in the area.

“Now the refugees are 
sleeping rough in the coun-
tryside around Calais and 
Dunkirk. I’m scared people 
will die of exposure”

The funds from Hackney 
included donations from trade 

union branches and collec-
tions in workplaces—£120 at a 
school and £100 at a hospital.

Solutions
Collections at work play an 
important role because they 
help start discussions about 
the refugee crisis and its 
causes and solutions.

This can help undercut 
scapegoating and calls for 
immigration controls. Unison 
union members at Camden 
council in central London col-
lected more than £500. 

Phoebe Watkins told 
Socialist Worker, “There was 
a really good response, it got 
everyone talking.”

Celebrities including Joe 
Pasquale, Vanessa Redgrave 
and Hayley Tamaddon have 
donated their coats to the 
appeal. 

So have politicians includ-
ing Dubs, Green Party 
co-leader Caroline Lucas 
and shadow home secretary 
Diane Abbott.

A fundraising meal in 
Birmingham raised £1,100. 

There were also fundrais-
ing evenings in Manchester, 
Nottingham and Newham, 
east London, and a “Curry 
for Calais” was planned in 
Waltham Forest, north east 
London, this Thursday.

SUTR activists in Leeds did 
a street collection in Santa 
Claus costumes. 

The collection in Islington, 
north London, boosted by cov-
erage in the local newspaper, 
raised £240. The money and 
supplies raised by the appeal 
can make a real difference, 

but it is not enough.
No one should have to 

live in the horrific conditions 
faced by refugees. 

And their plight is a prod-
uct of government policies 
designed to shut them out.

The appeal must be part of 
a movement to win the right 
to legal passage into Britain.
To support the appeal go to  
bit.ly/2iN7ZUq 
Join the send-off for the Calais 
solidarity convoy. Friday  
8 December, 5pm, Downing 
Street, central London

Stop racist 
witch hunt 
of Muslims
STAND UP To Racism 
(SUTR) wrapped 
up a month of 
meetings across 
Britain challenging 
Islamophobia 
last week.

The Islamophobia 
Awareness Month 
tour was organised 
with Muslim 
Engagement (Mend) 
and Development and 
other organisations.

Last week saw 
meetings at Brighton, 
Bristol University, 
Brixton in South 
London, Portsmouth, 
Sheffield and Queen 
Mary University 
of London.

Recruit
Speakers slammed 
the spike in racist 
attacks as well as the 
far right’s attempts 
to cynically exploit 
the Tories’ racism to 
recruit to their ranks. 

They also launched 
attacks at the 
government’s Prevent 
strategy which turns all 
Muslims into potential 
“extremism” suspects.

Meanwhile SUTR 
activists in Islington, 
north London, 
protested outside a 
branch of McDonald’s 
where a Muslim 
woman had been 
told to remove her 
hijab by a security 
guard (see page 6).

REFUGEES NEAR to Dunkirk (left) 
and Lord Alf Dubs backing the 
Stand Up To Racism and  
Care 4 Calais winter appeal (above) 
 Pictures: Guy smallman and care 4 calais

 Protest called against Libyan slave trade caused by West
PROTESTERS WERE set 
to march on the Libyan 
embassy in central London 
on Saturday in protest at 
the brutality against black 
African refugees in Libya.

The demonstration 
was called by the African 
Lives Matter campaign.

Bombing by Britain, the 
US and France plunged 
Libya into chaos. European 
Union border closures force 
migrants trying to reach 
Europe to take desperate, 
dangerous routes.

They are to blame 
for the horrors taking 
place in Libya today.
Saturday 9 December, 
assemble 12 noon at Hyde Park 
Corner, London W1J 7JZ

 Scrap detention system
THE SYSTEM of locking up 
migrants in detention cen-
tres must come to an end, 
doctors have warned.

There are currently around 
3,500 people locked in prison-
like immigration removal 
centres at any one time.

The Br i t i sh  Medica l 
Association (BMA) published 
a report on Monday entitled, 
“Locked up, locked out—
health and human rights in 
immigration detention”.

It draws on the experiences 
of Alan Mitchell, a doctor who 
worked in a detention centre. 

He warned that detention 
can worsen or contribute to 
mental illness and stop people 
getting access to care.

The report called for 

detention to be “phased out”, 
and in the meantime for clear 
limits on the length of time 
people can be detained. 

Currently detention is 
indefinite—no one 
who is detained 
k n o w s 
when they 
will get out.

J o h n 
C h i s h o lm , 
chair of the 
BMA’s ethics 
commi t tee , 
said, “A funda-
mental rethink 
of current policies 
is required.”

A protester outside Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre last yearA protest against slavery in Libya in Stockholm, Sweden, last month
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