
 LEFT TO
 DIE BY 
TORIES

‘No room at the inn’ as 
pregnant refugee sleeps 
rough at Britain’s border

Bassam and her husband are forced to sleep in a tent in 
Dunkirk, France, despite her pregnancy

EXCLUSIVE

BASSAM (left) and her husband have travelled from war 
in Kurdistan seeking safety in Britain. She is six months 
pregnant. But Tory Britain has shut the door on them.

They sleep rough in Dunkirk, France, where cops tear 
up refugees’ tents and confiscate their sleeping bags.

They sleep under a sheet of canvas, with no furniture 
and no heating except an open fire they rarely light for 
fear of attracting the cops.

We say open the border and bring Bassam in out of 
the cold.

Tories in crisis as sub-zero misery kills >>Page 5 
Refugee solidarity  >>Page 3
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BENEFITS

Bring an end to the  
Universal Credit nightmare
TORY BENEFIT reforms mean thousands of 
people face a Christmas of uncertainty and the 
threat of eviction. Mary, a young lone parent 
in London, is one of them. She told Socialist 
Worker how the benefits system left her 
struggling to pay rent and bills.
>>Page 6

GRENFELL

Residents fight for 
justice six months on
GRENFELL SURVIVORS and campaigners 
vowed to keep up the fight for justice 
as the inquiry into the causes of the 
fire began on Monday. Meanwhile, six 
months on, many evacuated residents 
are still waiting to be rehoused.
>>Pages 17&20

CLASS STRUGGLE

‘This is no time to retreat 
from fight against bosses’
DO WORKERS still have power to fight the 
bosses—and if so, how can they use it? Author 
Kim Moody spoke to Socialist Worker about 
his new book on the working class in the US 
today, how we can fight, and the potential for 
resistance.
>>Pages 14&15

30 YEARS SINCE FIRST PALESTINIAN INTIFADA >>Pages 10&11

TRUMP’S JERUSALEM PLAN MEANS MORE REPRESSION >>Page 4

REPORTS OF PROTESTS IN SOLIDARITY WITH PALESTINE  >>Page 5 
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 Beware of the right  
 wing ‘anti-extremist’
THE shadowy “anti-
extremist” group Quilliam 
Foundation got itself 
some headlines this week 
with “research” into the 
ethnicity of sex abusers.

The group is seeking 
to diversify from being 
trotted out whenever the 
media needs someone to 
demand Muslims apologise 
for a terrorist attack.

It used to hoover up 
millions from Labour 
and Tory governments 
to battle “extremism”.

Most of the initial money 
for the Islamophobic 
Prevent Programme 
went into its coffers. 

It tried to rehabilitate 
Tommy Robinson, former 
leader of the racist English 
Defence League (EDL), 
in 2013, claiming he 

had changed his ways, 
When the open 

government cash ran 
out, the group dug 
deep into the pockets 
of the US hard right.

That included 
Frank Gaffney, the 
chief inspiration for 
Donald Trump’s call 
to ban Muslims from 
entering the US.

 Fraudsters’ feeding frenzy to  
 grab steel workers’ pensions
ATTACKS ON steel workers’ pen-
sions at Tata have led to a “feeding 
frenzy” of advisers and fraudsters 
looking to cash in, according to a 
financial adviser.

The Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA) is investigating claims that 
unscrupulous pension transfer advis-
ers are targeting workers at Tata’s Port 
Talbot plant.

Tata has attacked the pensions of 
around 130,000 workers both current 
and retired in a deal cooked up with 
unions.

Workers have the “option” of shifting 
their assured benefits to the Pension 
Protection Fund or a new retirement 
scheme backed by Tata. 

Payouts
Both will lead to lower pension  
payouts.

Confusion over the options has led 
to many workers transferring their pen-
sions to risker arrangements. 

B r i t i sh  S tee l  pens ion  fund 

trustees have received requests for  
around 11,000 quotes for pension trans-
fers since April. 

Around 1,700 workers  have 

transferred their pensions. Regulators 
have heard reports of “curry and chips” 
events where people attending pension 
transfer seminars receive free food. 

Other reports detail how steel  
workers have been targeted with mar-
keting leaflets on transfers.

Henry Tapper, a director at First 
Actuarial, described one worker asking 
for a justification of a 2 percent up front 
charge.

 He was told “this was what the FCA 
suggested”, said Tapper. “We did not see 
any justification for these costs.”

The FCA said it was investigat-
ing concerns that workers “are being 
approached by firms who may not be 
regulated by the FCA”.

And Tata is investigating claims 
that a manager at Port Talbot steel-
works received payments for referring  
colleagues to a firm scouting for busi-
ness for financial advisers. 

Several current and former work-
ers have said the manager received  
£35-£50 for each successful referral.

lHOLY RELICS of the royal 
parasites are going up. A 

lock of Prince Charles’ hair 
is expected to fetch £500 at 
auction as we go to press. That’s 
double the price that strands 
from Princess Diana can be got 
for. Charles’ one-inch curl was 
kept by his barber in the 1960s. 
Diana gave hers to a friend. 

lHEFTY CHARGES on benefit 
helplines are still in place despite 

government promises to scrap the 0345 
numbers.

Ministers last month axed Universal 
Credit helpline charges of up to 55p a 
minute from a mobile.

But numbers on winter fuel allowance, 
carers’ allowance and child support are 
still in use.

Post workers say, ‘We’re 
not delivering The Sun ’
POSTAL workers in 
Liverpool have refused 
to deliver material from 
the Sun newspaper in 
solidarity with the victims 
and families of the 1989 
Hillsborough disaster.

The CWU union 
members refused to 
handle boxes labelled 
“Merry Christmas from 
the Sun” when they 
arrived at delivery offices 
in the city. It’s not known 
what was actually in the 
boxes as the workers 
wouldn’t even open them.

The action is part of 
a mass boycott of the 
newspaper in reaction 
to lies it printed about 
Liverpool supporters 
following the tragedy.

Mike Yarwood, the 
CWU area delivery rep 

for Greater Mersey 
Amal branch, spoke to 
Socialist Worker. “Shops 
in Liverpool don’t sell 
the Sun and we certainly 
don’t deliver them,” he 
said. “We’ve done it 
before when they’ve sent 
stuff out.”

Mike said, “The Sun is 
scum. It’s an absolutely 
scum paper who 
betrayed 96 people.”

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW@

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I don’t 
know what’s 
controversial. 
Because what’s 
controversial 
changes every 
day’
Former Top Gear presenter 
Jeremy Clarkson on how hard 
it is not to offend people

‘Every day there’s 
a new thing you 
can’t say’
Clarkson carries on whining

‘Bored now. 
Some of you Irish 
need to get over 
yourselves’
Sky’s Adam Boulton is cross 
that some Irish people noticed 
he had tweeted the flag of Cote 
d’Ivoire and said it was an 
Irish flag

‘I wish we’d just 
stop talking 
about class. Class 
isn’t important. 
It doesn’t matter 
where you’ve 
come from’
Bernard Jenkin, privately 
educated son of a baron and 
Tory MP

‘The children 
of privilege are 
continuing to 
inherit privilege 
The Archbishop of Canterbury 
The Most Rev Justin Welby

Locked up for 
reporting crime
A DISABLED woman is 
suing police who “forgot” 
she was in a station and 
locked her in when it shut.

Patience Tagarira 
arrived at the desk at 
7.30pm to report a traffic 
accident she witnessed.

She was put in a 
waiting room in Luton 
nick and told someone 
would take a statement. 

But after being told staff 
would still be in to deal 
with her and let her out 
when doors were locked 
at 8pm, no one came. 

She banged on a window 
but was not released 
until officers in a car 
spotted her at 9.45pm.

Bedfordshire Police 
apologised but said it 
was a simple error. 

Their lawyers said 
they “accepted officers 
failed to communicate”.

Frank Gaffney

Women in 
prison have 
suffered abuse 
WOMEN WHO are in 
prison have often been 
victims of much more 
serious offences than the 
crimes they have been 
convicted of.

That’s according to 
a new report published 
this week by the Prison 
Reform Trust.

It found that 57 percent 
of women in prison report 
having suffered domestic 
violence.

More than half report 
having experienced 
emotional, physical or 
sexual abuse as a child 
compared to 27 percent of 
men.

The charity Women in 
Prison added that  
79 percent of the women 
who use its services have 
experienced domestic 
violence and/or sexual 
abuse.

FIGURE IT OUT

200
 number of parcels a day 
an Amazon driver is 
expected to deliver

£160
 Weekly take home pay of 
an Amazon driver

£1.6 million 
 Amount Amazon boss Jeff 
Bezos gets an hour

£1.6 million 
 Amount Amazon paid in 
tax for all of last year

Fighting for jobs



 Anti-racist 
solidarity 
convoy 
OVER 150 trade unionists, 
campaigners and students 
travelled to Calais last 
Saturday with thousands of 
pounds of donations and 
supplies to refugees.

The solidarity convoy was 
organised by Stand Up To 
Racism and Care4Calais.

Fay was one of three 
teachers who came from a 
school in east London with a 
full van of donations.

“The response was really 
positive,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “A lot of people don’t 
realise the refugee crisis in 
Calais is still going on.

“You have to explain that 
people are still there—they’re 
just sleeping rough.”

A delegation from 
Manchester had raised over 
£1,000. Local government 
worker Vernetta had gone 
around her workplace with a 
collection.

Scapegoating
“There’s racism and 
scapegoating in the media,” 
she said. “But collecting 
allows you to have a 
conversation about what’s 
really happening in Calais.”

Labour peer Alf Dubs saw 
the convoy off from Downing 
Street. He told Socialist 
Worker, “The fact that these 
people are outside in winter 
in Calais is shameful. It’s 
very important to stand in 
solidarity with them.”

At a debrief meeting in 
Calais, NEU union president 
Louise Regan slammed the 
racist “dehumanisation” of 
the refugees by politicians 
and the media. 

“We have to tell the stories 
about what is happening 
here,” she told activists. “We 
can spread a very important 
message.”
More online at socialistworker.
co.uk/art/45810/A

 ‘Let us into Britain’ say  
 freezing Calais refugees
by DAVE SEWELL in Calais

WINTER IS making bad condi-
tions even worse for hundreds 
of refugees in Calais. They are 
forced to sleep rough by Britain’s 
border closure and French police 
repression.

Sahil from Afghanistan has been 
in Calais for four months. The day 
after a night of heavy snow, he told 
Socialist Worker, “I can’t even have a 
tent. Whenever one of us gets a tent 
the police tear it down and beat us. 

“All I have is a piece of plastic 
sheeting that I had to keep poking 
with my umbrella to stop the snow 
building up.”

Cops carry out nightly raids to stop 
refugees staying in any one place. 
They confiscate tents and sleeping 
bags, or render them unusable with 
pepper spray.

Other tents caved in under the 
weight of the snow, forcing several 
refugees to spend the night in port-
able toilets. One Eritrean refugee told 
Socialist Worker, “I couldn’t sleep at 
all for shivering.”

Alex changed his name after flee-
ing the murders of his family in 
Pakistan. “With this winter, this cold, 
people are going to die here,” he said. 
“There isn’t much hope.”

Homicide
Clare Moseley of charity Care4Calais 
said the cops would be responsible 
for “culpable homicide” if someone 
dies after being deprived of their tent 
or sleeping bag.

It’s harder to get support now the 
refugee crisis has faded from the 
headlines. And the cops undo much 
of what’s done to help refugees. 

Hassan is an NHS worker from 
Manchester who volunteers provid-
ing first aid.

“I’ve seen the CRS police stop one 
of the sub-Saharan refugees and 
kick him in the stomach for three 

or four minutes,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “The CRS hit people in the 
head, they fire tear gas canisters at 
them. 

“We’ve had to take people to hos-
pitals that don’t want to treat them, 
with injuries including basal skull 
fractures.”

The root of the problem is Britain’s 
border, closed by a racist government 
that refuses to grant safe, legal pas-
sage to refugees.

Sahil had a direct message for 
Theresa May.

“You say you support human 
rights, but then you don’t let us in 
and you deport people,” he said. 
“You say Afghanistan is safe, but my 

challenge to you is to survive just one 
week in my village.”

Alex added, “Germany took in a 
million refugees, can Britain really 
not take a few hundred? We could 
be there in an hour—Britain could fit 
all of us in one village.” 

The fight for a permanent solution 
is more urgent than ever.

Sahil urged activists in Britain, “If 
you want to help refugees, take to the 
streets, hold protest marches and put 
pressure on the government.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

GET INVOLVED
Donate to the winter appeal for 
Calais refugees at mydonate.
bt.com/fundraisers/sutr
lJoin the Stand Up To Racism 
trade union conference on  
10 February to discuss taking 
the fight against racism into your 
workplace
lJoin Stand Up To Racism 
national demonstrations on  
17 March in London, Glasgow and 
Cardiff
lGo to standuptoracism.org.uk for 
more information and resources

IN THIS WEEK

 1995
Riots break out in 
Brixton over death
HUNDREDS OF black and 
white young people rioted 
in Brixton, south London, 
on 13 December 1995.

It followed the death 
of black man Wayne 
Douglas in police 
custody.

Rioters attacked cops 
and burned cars.

COPS TAKE refugees’ tents, forcing them to use plastic sheeting for cover  Picture: Guy Smallman
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Solidarity demo ‘shows 
we don’t all think it’s ok’
Protesters gathered 
outside the US 
embassy in central 
London on Friday 
in solidarity with 
Palestinians who 
demonstrated in East 
Jerusalem, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip.

Organisers say 
3,000 people took 
part.

Hundreds protested 
in other towns and 
cities across Britain 
over the weekend 
including Manchester, 
Birmingham, Bristol, 
Glasgow, Edinburgh 
and Nottingham.

On the London 
protest Nora told 
Socialist Worker, “I’m 
Palestinian so this is 
personal.

“It’s always been 
hard for us but Trump 
has taken what little 

we have left and 
thrown it away.

“He’s legitimised 
the occupation of 
Jerusalem.”

She added, “The 
support Palestine has 
from world leaders is 
very small. Look at 

the amount the US 
gives to Israel—it’s all 
about power.

“So we need to do 
all we can to show 
the Palestinians have 
support—that we 
don’t all think this is 
ok.”

Anger on the streets of London  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Symbolic city of resistance
Mainstream 
commentators and 
politicians fret that 
Trump’s speech could 
spell the end for the 
“two state solution”.

They characterise 
the conflict over 
Jerusalem as a 
religious one between 
Muslims and Jews. 

The city is hugely 
important to both 
religions.

But Palestinians’ 
anger over Jerusalem 
is so deep because 
for decades it has 
been a major site of 
their struggle against 
oppression.

Israel’s occupation 
of Jerusalem—and 
its relentless drive 
to push Palestinians 
out—is a symbol of 
Israeli domination 
and a direct cause of 

Palestinian suffering.
Today Palestinians 

in East Jerusalem 
live under a military 
occupation that 
dominates their lives 
and restricts their 
freedom in the city. 

They face a struggle 
to even be allowed to 
continue living there.

Evicted
Israel demolishes 
Palestinian homes 
if they’ve been built 
without permits 
that are notoriously 
difficult to get. Israeli 
law also allows for 
Palestinians to be 
evicted to make way 
for Israeli settlers.

Israeli settlements 
and government 
offices in Jerusalem 
are designed to 
cement Israel’s grip 

on the city and deny 
hope to Palestinians 
of ever getting it back. 
That’s why Jerusalem 
has been a focus of 
Palestinian resistance 
to the occupation.

Palestinians’ claim 
to Jerusalem as their 
capital is symbolic of 
their right to return to 
their homes after their 
expulsion in 1948. 

That’s something 
Israel and a two-state 
solution will never 
allow.

The only solution 
is a single, secular 
and democratic state 
where people of all 
faiths and nationalities 
enjoy equal rights.

Socialist Worker  13 December 2017

 Protests as  
 Trump gives 
 backing to
 Israel over  
 Jerusalem
by NICK CLARK

ISRAEL LOOKED set to launch 
further violent repression against 
Palestinians after US president 
Donald Trump said he regarded 
Jerusalem “the capital of Israel” 
last week.

Israel has occupied the western 
part of the Palestinian city since it 
was split in 1949. It invaded and 
occupied the eastern half in 1967 
and later annexed it.

Palestinians in Jerusalem have 
lived under a brutal and restrictive 
military occupation ever since.

In his speech last Wednesday 
Trump said, “Today we finally 
acknowledge the obvious, that 
Jerusalem is Israel’s capital.

“This is nothing more or less than 
a recognition of reality.”

His words gave legitimacy to 
Israel’s claim to own the city—and 
tacit support to Israelis who want to 
grab even more Palestinian land.

At least four Palestinians had 
been killed by Israeli forces since 
Trump’s speech as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

Israeli soldiers shot and killed two 
Palestinians protesting along the 
border fence between Israel and the 
Gaza Strip. Two more Palestinians 
in Gaza were killed—and a baby 
seriously injured—by an Israeli air-
strike on Saturday morning.

It came after Palestinian resist-
ance fighters launched rockets at 
Israel from Gaza in response to 
Trump’s speech. No one was injured.

Israeli major general Yoav 
Mordechai threatened that more 
rocket fire would be met with a 
“severe and painful response”.

Thousands of Palestinians 
joined pro-

tests across 
the West 
B a n k , 

including in Ramallah, Jenin, 
Nablus, Tulkarem, Qalqilya, Jericho 
and Hebron. 

Palestinians living inside Israel in 
the city of Umm al-Fahm also pro-
tested and clashed with riot police.

Soldiers attacked protests with 
tear gas, foul-smelling “skunk 
water”, rubber bullets and live fire.

Two Palestinian protesters were 
shot in Bethlehem on Sunday, at the 
end of a weekend during which at 
least 300 Palestinians were injured.

Israeli police entered East 
Jerusalem to attack a peaceful march 
on Saturday. They tossed stun gre-
nades into the crowd as police on 
horseback charged them, according 
to the Ma’an news agency.

Several thousand more people 
protested across the Middle East in 
solidarity.

Tens of thousands of people pro-
tested in Amman, the capital of 
Jordan.

A reported 5,000 people pro-
tested near the Palestinian refugee 

camp of Shatilla in Lebanese 
capital Beirut. Several hundred 
more joined a protest outside 
the US embassy in Beirut on 
Sunday.

Some 2,000 people protested 
in Egyptian capital Cairo, 

where they were confronted 
by riot police.

And there were big pro-
tests in Algeria, Morocco, 
Iraq, Yemen, Libya and 
Syria.

BACK STORY
US president Donald Trump said 
last Wednesday that Jerusalem 
was “the capital of Israel”
lThe city is symbolic of 
Palestinians’ right to return to the 
land they were evicted from by 
Israel’s creation
lTrump’s declaration exposed as 
a sham the peace process that is 
supposedly creating a Palestinian 
statelet in Israel’s shadow
lIt provoked protests across 
Palestine—and Arab states whose 
rulers sought alliances with Israel

PALESTINIANS TAKE to the streets of Jerusalem after Trump said the city was ‘the capital of Israel’ 

 Provocation in Palestine upsets  
 imperialists’ plans across region
THE PROTESTS across Palestine 
and the Middle East showed 
that despite severe repression, 
resistance to the US, Israel and 
imperialism is still possible.

They also pointed to how 
resistance over the issue of 
Palestine could wreck the plans 
of US-backed Arab rulers to carve 
up the Middle East.

Rulers of countries allied to 
the US such as Saudi Arabia have 
been working more closely with 
Israel against shared regional 
rival Iran.

Condemn
Yet many of those same regimes 
were forced to condemn Trump 
after his speech due to huge 
popular support for Palestinians.

The speech could also wreck 
the “peace process” that co-opted 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
into policing the resistance.

The peace process rested on 
promising the PA a Palestinian 
statelet alongside Israel, with 
at least part of Jerusalem as its 
capital. Now Trump’s speech has 
shown more clearly than ever 

that the peace process is a sham.
PA president Mahmoud Abbas 

was among those who called for 
“days of rage” in response to 
Trump’s speech. 

The fact that the protests 
were smaller than expected 
reflects how the peace process 
has undermined the PA’s claim to 
lead resistance to the occupation.

Yet much larger protests in 
July, after Israel invaded and 
shut down Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa 

mosque, showed Palestinians are 
still prepared to resist.

And the solidarity 
demonstrations show that 
Palestine can still be a trigger for 
resistance that can shake other 
regimes across the Middle East.

Challenge
Lebanon’s foreign minister 
Gebran Bassil led calls for Arab 
regimes to challenge the US over 
Trump’s speech, including even 
with economic sanctions.

Yet a protest outside the US 
embassy in Lebanon on Sunday 
was smashed up by riot police.

Al Jazeera news correspondent 
Zeina Khodr reported, “There is 
a lot of anger here. What they’re 
chanting is, ‘Palestine forgive 
us, they closed the door on us’, 
clearly in reference to Arab 
leaders.

“The protesters here feel Arab 
leaders have just been talking, 
but not taking any action. What 
people here are calling for 
is a new intifada and on the 
Palestinian Authority to end the 
peace process.”Donald Trump and Israeli PM Binyamin Netanyahu

Protesters in Beirut

Israeli soldiers arrest a 16 year old Palestinian protester in Hebron

On other pages...
30 years since first Palestinian 
Intifada>>Pages 10&11
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BUILD RESISTANCE NOW TO 
VICIOUS TORY OFFENSIVE

 T
HE YEAR ends in 
avoidable cold and misery 
for the victims of Tory 
Britain.

Refugees are shut out 
in Calais and Dunkirk by Theresa 
May’s racist border closure (see 
page 3).

And the number of rough 
sleepers on Britain’s streets has 
more than doubled since the 
Tories came to office in 2010.

Going without shelter can kill. 
Every winter homeless people die. 
And at least 200 refugees have 
died at Britain’s border since 2000.

Yet there’s plenty of room for 
everyone in the palaces of the 
royals and the empty flats of the 
rich. In England alone there are 
more than 200,000 “long term 
vacant” properties.

But the Tories have only 
contempt for the poor, and are 
plunging more people into poverty.

Their Universal Credit regime 
(see page 6) means thousands of 
families will spend Christmas in 
fear of being evicted. And the low 
wage economy leaves millions 
struggling to make ends meet.

The Tories claim the public 
sector pay cap is a thing of the 
past. Yet no public sector workers 
have been offered a raise that 

even begins to make up for years 
of austerity. More than a million 
council workers, for example, face 
a further pay cut in real terms. 

They’ve been offered 2 percent 
this year and 2 percent next. 

Yet RPI inflation is 3.9 percent 
a year, and even the official CPI 
figure is 3.1 percent.

The survivors of the Grenfell 
Tower fire still wait for new 
homes (see page 17). And tenants 
and residents across Britain still 
wait for safety works to stop a 
repeat of the tragedy.

The Tories remain in crisis over 
the European Union (see page 6), 
as they have been for several years. 
Their splits are far from healed, 
and this makes them weaker.

Yet somehow they remain in 
office. And every day of Tory rule 
brings more suffering.

Labour’s relative success in the 
general election in June brought 
hope to many. 

But a new election could be 
four years away.

We can’t afford to wait. And 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn faces 
pressure to blunt his radical edge.

What’s missing is the kind of 
mass resistance from below that 
can push the Tories back, overturn 
their attacks and bring down their 
government.

It’s disappointing that most 
union leaders have so far backed 
off from a revolt over pay. Activists 
must push to get the campaign 
back on track.

The US ambassador to Britain 
confirmed this week that despised 
president Donald Trump plans to 
visit in 2018. 

This should be an occasion for 
enormous protests to send Trump 
packing.

And getting a big turnout on 
the demonstrations against racism 
on Saturday 17 March can help 
strengthen the resistance to the 
racist right and build solidarity.

There is everything to fight 
for—and no time to waste. 

DRUG STATS EXPOSE COPS
 COPS STOP and search black 

people more than white 
people—but they are less 

likely to find drugs on black people 
than white people.

Research released by HM 
Inspectorate of Constabulary on 
Tuesday reveals the institutional 
racism at the heart of the policy.

During drug searches the find 
rate was 33 percent when the 
person was white and 26 percent 
when the person was black.

The Inspectorate’s review 
of stop and search was part 

of a broader look at “police 
legitimacy”. It graded one force 
as “outstanding”, 35 “good”, six 
“requiring improvement”—and 
none as inadequate.

That claim comes after a 
summer when three young 
black men—Edson Da Costa, 
Rashan Charles and Darren 
Cumberbatch—died after contact 
with the police. 

The list grew longer with news 
that student Nuno Cardoso died 
in the custody of Thames Valley 
Police last month (see page 7).

Instances of police racism—
from stop and search to deaths 
in custody—are not due to a few 
bad apples in the force. 

They flow from the police’s role 
within capitalist society—to keep 
down working class and black 
people.

The authorities carry out such 
“legitimacy reviews” because they 
know that many working class and 
black people question the cops 
and their racism. Any reforms 
will only change the very worst 
aspects of this system.

A new general 
election could be 
four years away. 
We can’t afford  
to wait

‘‘ 
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 This ‘Brexit triumph’  
 could be short-lived
TWO SENIOR members of Theresa May’s cabinet brawled 
in the House of Commons last week as MPs voted on 
Brexit legislation. 

Theresa May was forced to intervene in a “blazing row” 
between two of her most senior ministers as tempers flared 
over military cuts.

Gavin Williamson, defence secretary, and Philip 
Hammond, the chancellor, had a “heated” exchange in the 
Commons division lobby. 

It all jarred with May’s triumphalism after the Brexit phase 
one agreement was signed. In fact it took less than a day for 
the new-found Brexit consensus within the Tories to fall apart. 

Brexit secretary David Davis said the agreement was a 
“statement of intent”, not legally enforceable, on Monday. 

The Irish government shot back, warning that “both 
Ireland and the EU will be holding the UK to the phase one 
agreement”.

The Brexit agreement was a fudge that allowed all sides 
to claim “sufficient progress” had been made. It’s not a final 
deal and only opens the door to future trade negotiations 
and detailed agreements on other matters.

There will be a two year “transition period” after 
Britain officially leaves the EU in March 2019. This will 
mean remaining in the EU’s single market, which restricts 
nationalisation and trade unions’ right to strike. 

While the agreement does give some rights to EU 
nationals already in Britain, they will still have to jump 
through bureaucratic hoops. And freedom of movement for 
migrants will end after Britain leaves. 

European Commission president Jean-Claude Junker was 
in high spirits. That’s because the EU has won recognition 
that Britain will pay at least £35 billion as a “divorce 
settlement”.  

But the biggest winners are big business and the bankers. 
They want to remain in the EU single market because it 
protects their profits. 

This was one heavy pressure on the Tories, but they also 
wanted to play to their own right wing base and chase racist 
Ukip votes.

Earlier this year May came down hard against the single 
market and for dumping freedom of movement. Business 
revolted and issued threats about leaving Britain. 

Alignment
Now the Tories have pointed towards the possibility of  
accepting all the single market rules. Agreeing “regulatory 
alignment” between the Republic of Ireland and Northern 
Ireland—and between Northern Ireland and the rest of 
Britain—would mean the EU regulations apply everywhere.

This prospect—unacceptable to the Tory right—was why 
Davis had to say the agreement was only a “statement of 
intent”. The negotiations that start now will be long and 
hard,  fuelling Tory splits. 

There is a real danger that opposition to May will come 
only from the racist right and the neoliberal “centre”. 

The Guardian newspaper, for example, saw the agreement 
as an opportunity to push for its vision of Brexit. 

“The arithmetic is on the side of a soft Brexit,” it said. “Not 
only is there a cross-party parliamentary majority in favour, 
polling suggests that there is real potential to mobilise public 
support around such an outcome.”

It was echoing the line of Tories who supported Remain, 
such as Evening Standard editor and former chancellor 
George Osborne. He refused to rule out returning to politics 
last week.  

They all play to a false divide between “soft” and “hard” 
Brexit. It represents different versions of a pro-business 
agenda. The real divide is between those who want to 
defend workers’ and migrants’ rights and those who want to 
attack them. 

Unfortunately Labour has failed to come out with a clear 
position. Shadow Brexit secretary Keir Starmer offers the 
worst of both worlds. He wants to defend the single market 
to woo big business, but refuses to defend freedom of 
movement.

The left needs to put forward a socialist, anti-racist vision 
for Brexit—that means saying “No to the single market, yes 
to freedom of movement”. That can help us exploit the Tory 
splits and drive this band of racist robbers from office.  

CAMPAIGNING AGAINST Universal Credit in Brixton, south London  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Fight to bring an end to the  
 Universal Credit nightmare
by DAVE SEWELL

TORY BENEFIT reforms 
mean thousands of peo-
ple face a Christmas of 
uncertainty and the threat 
of eviction. Mary, a young 
lone parent in London, is 
one of them.

Her council put her in a 
two bedroom home after she 
became pregnant, so that she 
would have space with her 
baby twins. Housing benefit 
would have covered much of 
the rent.

But the home they found 
her was in a borough where 
the new Universal Credit 
(UC) has replaced housing 
benefit. It wouldn’t take her 
circumstances into account.

She told Socialist Worker 
“The council wants me to pay 
£100 a week. They told me 
they were considering legal 
action, and I just broke down 
in Asda.

“It’s like they’re punishing 
someone for something they 
haven’t done. I don’t want to 
be out on the street begging 
with my babies.”

Alone
Outrageously, Mary—not her 
real name—was charged the 
bedroom tax on the second 
bedroom while she was preg-
nant. Until the birth she was 
officially living alone and 
“underoccupying”.

It took months to find out. 
“The UC system is so flawed, 
to use the online platform 

system you’d need to be a 
rocket scientist,” Mary said. 
“Even the people who work 
there can’t understand it.

“Four months went by and 
I kept phoning UC to tell them 
they weren’t paying the rent, 
and they said they’d paid it 
already. 

“They’d say ‘we’re still cal-
culating’ and wouldn’t give 
me a straight answer about 
how much I would get. 

“Then all of a sudden I get a 
letter from the council saying 
you owe £3,500 rent arrears.

“So I contacted UC and 
they said we charged you 

bedroom tax because you’re 
single person and don’t have 
children yet. But I was put 
here by my council when I 
was pregnant.”

The council wrote off some 
of the arrears as a discretion-
ary housing payment (DHP), 
but now demand £100 a 
week to pay back the rest.

Mary said, “I still don’t 
know how much of my rent 
is supposed to be covered by 
UC, and on top of the arrears 
I have to pay the bills on a 
two bedroom home.

“I think they just want you 
to break. It’s like they just 
stick a number on you and 
say if you get evicted that’s 
not our problem.

“I stopped working when 
I was pregnant and am now 
solely on welfare until I can 
work again. Does that mean 
I should be thrown on streets 
because I’m a single mum? Or 
thrown out of London?

“The uncertainty is hor-
rendous. UC is just a disaster 
zone.”

Mary’s plight is far from 
unique. The bedroom tax and 
UC must be scrapped, along 
with benefit sanctions and 
“fit for work” tests.

We need a benefits system 
that gives peace of mind and 
security to those who fall on 
hard times—not punishment, 
poverty and fear.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

NHS winter crisis looms
PRESSURES mean that 
the NHS is “simply 
unsafe” as it goes 
into its busiest winter 
months, according to 
a top health boss.

NHS England’s 
first Weekly Winter 
Operational Update 
last week showed 
hospitals are running 
at almost full capacity.

Only around 
one in 20 hospital 
beds—6 percent—are 
available. And bed 
occupancy rates have 
not dropped below 
the recommended 85 
percent for 15 years. 

More pressure during 

the winter is made 
worse by Tory budget 
cuts and privatisation. 

Overall bed numbers 
have been falling since 
the 1980s. Poverty pay 
and rocketing workloads 
have pushed NHS staff 
out. The decimation of 
council budgets means it 
takes longer to discharge 
patients onto social 
care packages outside 
of hospitals. On some 
days up 6,000 patients 
are stuck in beds when 
they don’t need to be.  

The Winter Crisis 
shows the chilling reality 
of the NHS—and the 
need to fight back.

DWP boss David Gauke
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 Thousands 
 protest at
new Libyan 
slave trade
Demonstrators in London said slave 
auctions are a result of Western 
intervention, writes Alistair Farrow

AROUND 5,000 people marched 
against the auctioning of refu-
gees as slaves in Libya in central 
London last Saturday.

It followed footage aired by the 
CNN news channel that showed 
young black men in Libya being sold 
for the equivalent of a few hundred 
pounds.

The demonstration was mili-
tant—and mainly made up of young 
black and Muslim people.

Protester Felice Cruz told 
Socialist Worker, “I’ve come down 
to show my solidarity. 

“The world pretends that nothing 
is going on—people need to come 
out of their houses and onto the 
streets.

“The minority are the ones in 
power, but if we have the majority 
united then things can change.”

Protesters were clear about who 
is to blame for the crisis in Libya—
David Cameron, Barack Obama and 
Hillary Clinton. 

Bombing
They launched a bombing campaign 
in 2011 to try and hijack a popular 
revolution against their former ally 
dictator Muammar Gaddafi.

Lorraine told Socialist Worker, 
“British foreign policy has caused 
these human rights abuses. We 
need to hold the people responsible 
to account.”

The protest moved from Belgrave 
Square in Knightsbridge to the 
Libyan Embassy at Hyde Park 
Corner. There were just over 1,000 
people at the square. By the time 
the march reached the embassy it 
had grown to 5,000.

People spoke out against the 
West’s complicity in the slave 
trade—and about racism in Britain.

Tory prime minister Theresa May 
has jumped on modern slavery to 
grandstand about traffickers of 
refugees.

But May and the European Union 
have forced refugees to take more 
dangerous routes—and they crim-
inalise refugees if they manage to 
reach Europe.

One speaker said, “We’re not 

going to allow ourselves to be belit-
tled by those who oppress us.

“There is still racism here, insti-
tutional racism.”

Lorraine’s friend said, “Given the 
history of how black people were 
enslaved we need to take the oppor-
tunity to come out on the streets 
when things like this happen.”

The protest marched on Downing 
Street and then on to Parliament 
Square. 

Power
Felice argued, “We need to squeeze 
the power until the power is so 
squeezed it has to change. It has 
happened before in history—it 
needs to happen again.”

One speaker outside the Libyan 
embassy summed up the situation. 
“European governments continue 
the oppression of Africans today,” 
they said.

“There’s only one solution—and 
that’s revolution.”

Western bombs helped caused 
the refugee crisis in Libya—now 
Western borders shut them out 
and condemn them to slavery and 
death. 

We need to force our rulers to 
open the borders and let the refu-
gees in.

On other pages...
Grenfell residents still homeless 
six months after fire >>Page 17

BACK STORY
A video emerged last month 
showing black men being sold 
in Libya
lTougher border controls are 
pushing people into the hands of 
truthless traffickers and slavers 
lEuropean Union (EU) 
regulations trap refugees in Libya
lEU ships patrol the sea 
between Libya and Itlay
lThe Royal Navy destroys boats 
and hands people over to the 
corrupt Libyan coastguard

THE DEMONSTRATION was up to 5,000 strong when it reached the Libyan embassy Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Rigg cops won’t be charged
THE Crown 
Prosecution Service 
(CPS) has decided not 
to charge five police 
officers in connection 
with the death of 
Sean Rigg. The 
CPS considered the 
officers for charges 
including unlawful 
act manslaughter, 
gross negligence 
manslaughter and 
perverting the course 
of justice.

“I’m not happy with 
the CPS decision,” 

said Marcia Rigg, 
Sean’s sister. “I don’t 
think it should end 
here.”

This is the second 
time the CPS has 
decided not to charge 
cops in connection 
with Sean’s death. 

Sean died in police 
custody at Brixton 
police station on 
21 August 2008.

Before this he was 
left in the back of a 
police van and was 
not given emergency 

medical attention.
At a 2012 inquest 

into his death, 
restraint used by 
police officers 
was deemed to be 
“unnecessary” and 
“unsuitable”.

Marcia said, “It 
is shameful and 
unhelpful that the 
CPS should yet 
again find there is 
insufficient evidence 
for a jury to convict 
police officers who are 
so evidently guilty.” Sean Rigg

DEATHS IN CUSTODY

 Oxford death prompts investigation
ANOTHER YOUNG black man 
has died in police custody.

Police say Nuno Cardoso 
suffered a “medical episode”—
but his family said he had no 
known health conditions other 
than a milk allergy.

Thames Valley police said he 
fell ill while in a police car and 
was later treated in hospital 
where he died on 24 November. 

An Independent Police 
Complaints Commission case has 
been opened into his death.

Nuno was 25 and was just a 
few weeks into a law degree at 
Ruskin College, Oxford, when 
he was arrested at his halls of 
residence.

Dozens of friends and family 

held a vigil on the Peckworth 
estate in Kentish Town, north 
London, where he grew up. 

His sister Paula said, “We are 
still waiting for police to say 
what happened. They say [it 

was] something medical but we 
don’t know any more yet.” 

Nuno’s mother Doroteia 
dos Santos said, “We have 
lived here for so long, we feel 
British. I don’t want the police to 
exclude us.” 

Doroteia, who works for 
British Transport Police, said the 
police needed to question the 
number of deaths in custody. 

“It’s happening more and 
more, and we are really starting 
to get tired of this,” she said.

 “They stop and search all 
the boys. Not just because they 
have dreadlocks or lock hair, but 
every black and mixed race boy 
in this country—they have the 
same problem.”

Nuno Cardoso
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Keep this 
vital refuge, 
McDonnell 
tells council
As Tories slash funding for women’s 
refuges, Labour councils must keep 
services open, says Sadie Robinson

SHADOW CHANCELLOR John 
McDonnell has intervened to 
support a key service for women 
that is under threat in South 
Yorkshire.

South Yorkshire Women’s Aid, 
based in Doncaster, faces closure 
after the Labour-run council refused 
to continue funding it.

 It is the only Women’s Aid centre 
in the whole of South Yorkshire. 
Domestic violence workers and 
others have been campaigning to 
raise money to keep the service 
going.

Campaigners have been inun-
dated by support from trade unions, 
campaign groups and others. 

Last week McDonnell said, “I 
want to pass on a solidarity mes-
sage to South Yorkshire Women’s 
Aid campaign. Your campaign is 
an inspiration. I will liaise with 
the three local Labour MPs and 
Doncaster council to seek to save 
this much needed service.

“I give this pledge that a Labour 
government will ensure funding for 
these vital women’s services will 
be provided because women’s lives 
matter.”

Campaigner
Louise Harrison, a domestic abuse 
worker and campaigner, spoke 
to Socialist Worker in a personal 
capacity.

She said campaigners are “over-
joyed” at McDonnell’s support.

“We hope this will inspire domes-
tic abuse services facing closure 
or cuts to start campaigning,” she 
added. “Our battle is not over. 
But we believe we are a huge step 
nearer to winning.”

The Tories are putting more 
women at risk. The government 
plans to stop women from claiming 
housing benefit to pay for accom-
modation in women’s refuges. 

Housing benefit makes up over 
half of funding for women’s refuges.

Women’s Aid said the move 
would stop over 4,000 women and 
children accessing a refuge and that 
39 percent of refuge services would 
close.

Another 13 percent will be forced 
to cut the number of beds available. 

Tory cuts to council funding have 
slashed services to support women 
suffering abuse. Figures released 
earlier this year showed that 
London councils have cut funding 
for such services by an average of 
38 percent since 2010.

And cops are ignoring more and 
more women who report domes-
tic abuse. The number of incidents 
reported rose by 60 percent in the 
three years to June 2016. 

But police failed to show up in 
11 percent of cases last year.

This is more than double the 
figure in 2012, which was 5 percent. 

Some forces failed to respond to 
over a quarter of reports. Labour MP 
Jess Phillips has sponsored a debate 
on the issue of refuges in the House 
of Commons on Tuesday of this 
week. 

Shadow Brexit secretary Keir 
Starmer has called for mandatory 
funding for refuges.

It’s good that prominent Labour 
figures are speaking out against 
attacks on refuges. Now Labour-
run councils must back this up with 
action—and refuse to pass on Tory 
cuts to vulnerable women. 

BACK STORY
South Yorkshire Women’s Aid 
centre faces closure, with 
council funding due to run out 
this month
lCampaigners have been 
fighting to keep it open
lTrade unions and other groups 
have donated to keep the centre 
open
lAnd the campaign forced 
the council to give the centre a 
£30,000 grant earlier this year
lBut the council has said that 
there’ll be no further funding

CAMPAIGNING TO save South Yorkshire Women’s aid Picture: Neil terry

Labour councillors wanted bribes for 
planning permission, tape suggests 
LABOUR POLITICIANS in Tower 
Hamlets, east London, have been 
accused of arranging to accept 
bribes from property developers. 

The Sunday Times obtained a 
tape recording of a conversation 
in November 2015 between a 
consultant and businessman 
Shukur Khalisadar.

The council was under the 
direction of Tory-appointed 
commissioners at the time, after 
the removal of Tower Hamlets 
First mayor Lutfur Rahman.

The consultant was acting on 
instructions from the Far East 
Consortium (FEC). The firm was 
seeking planning permission for a 
development in the borough.

Private
Ten days earlier, Khalisadar had 
held a private meeting with John 
Connolly, UK head of development 
for the FEC. He had told Connolly 
that £2 million would guarantee 
the FEC planning permission.

In the recording, the consultant 
recalled how Khalisadar had pulled 
Connolly to one side and said, “It’s 
two million quid—guaranteed 
planning.” Khalisadar burst into 
laughter at the recollection.

He repeated his demands in the 

recording and said that, if the deal 
went through, further deals could 
be made. He said “gatekeepers” 
in Labour chose him to offer the 
bribe—and were the “same people 
that have been in power for the 
last 10-15 years”.

“Don’t think for one moment 
that you are the first establishment 
they have done this with,” he said. 
“I’m just a buffer between these 
politicians and the private sector.”

The FEC first tried to secure 
planning permission in June 2015. 
It withdrew the attempt because it 
didn’t meet strategic development 
objectives for the area—and began 
to adapt its plans.

Connolly held a private meeting 
with Shiria Khatun, then new 
deputy mayor of Tower Hamlets 
council, on 3 August 2015. 

On 26 October Khatun 
introduced Connolly to Khalisadar, 
saying he “can help get planning 
consent”. This is the meeting 
discussed in the recording.

In an internal memo Connolly 
said Khatun had told him that 
Khalisadar “can help get planning 
consent”.

Premium
Khalisadar explained that the 
money would be split among four 
Labour politicians. “A bulk of 
the premium’s got to go to these 
greedy fuckers—not me,” he said.

He later sent a contract to 
developers saying he could “deliver 
planning approval” at a “premium 
of £2,000,000”. He claimed four 
Labour politicians would get “half 
a mill” each.

Khalisadar has admitted 
asking for £2 million but denied 
corruption. He told the Daily Mail 
newspaper that the recording was 
“partial and misleading”. Khatun 
also denies any wrongdoing.

The firm reported the recording 
to Tower Hamlets mayor John 
Biggs. Tower Hamlets council said 
it had passed the allegations to 
the National Crime Agency and is 
“waiting to hear the outcome”.

Proposed development

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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Where’s the 
scandal gone?
ANYONE KNOW 
why the issue of the 
Paradise Papers has 
gone suspiciously quiet 
and what can be done 
to resurrect it with full 
vigour?

Kris Whatfjord
On Twitter

Syriza shows 
Lenin is right
SYRIZA IS proving 
Lenin’s point (Socialist 
Worker online, 
30 November).

“A democratic republic 
is the best possible 
political shell for 
capitalism,” he wrote. 

“Once capital has 
gained possession of 
this very best shell it 
establishes its power so 
securely that no change 
of persons, institutions 
or parties can shake it.”

Navdeep Virdi
On Twitter

No asbestos, 
say residents
HUNDREDS OF residents 
in Cleckheaton, West 
Yorkshire, have signed 
a petition opposing 
proposals for an asbestos 
transfer station on their 
doorsteps in Brick Street.

The petition warns 
of the potential health 
hazards associated with 
coming into contact with 
asbestos.

John Appleyard
West Yorkshire

Boycott US 
for Venezuela
THE US is sanctioning 
Venezuela for its socialist 
policies by embargoes on 
petroleum exports and 
materials. 

This is crippling the 
country economically 
and causing hardship to 
its citizens.

The imperialist US 
needs to be stopped by 
boycotting its products in 
Britain.

Jonathan Bellini
West London

Solidarity with 
Palestinians
FROM THE 1917 Balfour 
Declaration to Donald 
Trump’s announcement 
that Jerusalem is the 
capital of Israel, the 
Zionist project has 
been an imperialist 
project encouraged by 
antisemites.

Solidarity with the 
people of Palestine.

Sasha Simic
East London

Just a 
thought...

 Don’t fawn over the ‘insolent aristocracy’
HOW THANKFUL should 
we be for a royal wedding 
on the horizon?

As the working class 
struggles with cuts and 
the wealthy engage in 
dodgy tax schemes, this 
pageantry of inequality is 
just what we need to keep 
our spirits up. 

Revolutionary socialist 
James Connolly summed 
up perfectly the 
aristocracy and those 
blind to what they stand 
for.

“A people mentally 
poisoned by adulation of 
royalty can never attain 
to that spirit of self-

reliant democracy 
necessary for the 
attainment of social 
freedom,” he wrote. 

“The mind accustomed 
to political kings can 
easily be reconciled to 
social kings—capitalist 

kings of the workshop, 
the mill, the railway, the 
ships and the docks.

“Fellow workers, stand 
by the dignity of your 
class. 

“All these parading 
royalties, all this insolent 
aristocracy, all these 
grovelling, dirt-eating 
capitalist traitors, all these 
are but signs of disease in 
any social state.”

I wonder will the prince  
wear the correct attire for 
his big day, instead of the 
one he wore a few years 
ago (pictured).

Robert Gillan
By email

 Christmas  
 carol for  
 the Tories
IN SOLIDARITY—some 
adjustment to some 
seasonal carol lyrics.

Good Queen All-Is-Lost 
looked out on the feast 
of Stephen

Wanting something else 
to snatch to make the 
books look even.

When a poor man came in 
sight, cold and wet and 
freezing

Queenie set her dogs on 
him, fero-cious-ly 
whee-e-ezing

“Gimme that fuel and 
gimme that food! We’re 
all in this together! 

But I’ll let you keep the 
cardboard box as it’s 
such lousy we-e-eather!”

Big Queen took Iain (her 
dog) back home and 
sang as she fed it,

“Merry Xmas to you all 
On Universal Cre-e-dit!”
Her victims stood there in 
the snow outside her 
third-best mansion

If any one made a 
complaint she put them 
on a sanction

But when they linked 
arms she was scared

(though she tried to hide 
it)

Let’s tear the Tories’ 
system down next year

And bury them inside it.
Julia Richardson

Swansea

lA THIRD of parents are 
still paying off debts from 
Christmas last year.

Single parents are hit the 
hardest. We need to fight 
the Tories for real pay rises 
and higher benefits.

Debbie Langton
Leicestershire

 Vulnerable women and  
 homeless under attack 
THE WELFARE state has 
been consistently attacked 
since Margaret Thatcher’s 
governments in the 1980s.

Attacks have targeted 
homeless services, 
supported accommodation 
and women’s refuges.

They put people at risk 
and driving them further 
in to appalling conditions.

The latest attack is a 
change to housing benefit 
rules—removing the benefit 
for refuge and domestic 
violence services (Socialist 
Worker, 29 November).

Along with the cruel 

Universal Credit and 
benefit sanctions, this is 
austerity-driven murder. 

It is wrong to use a 
market mechanism in the 
budget to force essential 
life-saving services to 
compete for funding.

Many homeless people 
and women fleeing abusive 
relationships will be turned 
away from those services.

Trade unionists and the 
Labour movement should 
be at the centre of fighting 
attacks on them.

Ayesha Saleem
Edinburgh

I was hounded over Trojan 
Horse and it still hurts today
I WAS the only teacher to be found 
guilty as a result of the Trojan 
Horse allegations in Birmingham. 
It was one of the most politicised 
cases in education the country has 
ever seen.

In December 2014 I received a 
letter saying that I’d been referred 
to the government’s National 
College for Teaching and 
Leadership (NCTL) for misconduct 
allegations.

I was the deputy head at 
Oldknow Academy. I and two 
colleagues—all Pakistani, male 
and Muslim—received the letters. 
We were singled out.

I was born and bred in Luton. 
But this made me feel like I was 
never British. I felt downgraded to 

a second-class citizen, like I didn’t 
belong. 

As a practising Muslim, I am 
strictly not allowed to criticise any 
other religion or belief system. It 
still hurts today that I was painted 
as a Christian-hating individual.

There was blatant lying. It was 
said that we cancelled Christmas. 
But we had Christmas assemblies, 
a Christmas dinner and Christmas 
decorations. 

Children delivered Christmas 
cards using a snowman post box.
We had Christian, Islamic and 
Hindu assemblies. 

I think Michael Gove was on a 
mission to bring in more 
draconian policies and regulatory 
powers to target Muslims.

After a day of inspections in 
April 2014, about 15 or 16 staff 
came to talk to me. They said, 
“Jahangir—they’re after you.”

Education Funding Agency 
inspectors had asked staff what I 
was like with non-Muslim females.

They were trying to induce staff 
into saying something against me. 

The NCTL ruled that I 
“undermined fundamental British 
values”—which I never did.

If this goes unchallenged, any 
teacher facing similar allegations 
will be automatically found guilty.

This case has a huge bearing on 
the entire profession and I’m still 
exploring ways to get an appeal.

Jahangir Akbar
Leicester

Il
lu

s
t
r

a
t
Io

n
: t

Im
 s

a
n

d
e
r

s

Prince Harry 



Thirty years ago Palestinians rose up 
against Israel in the first intifada—
an rebellion that lasted five years 
and inspired solidarity across the 
Middle East. Nick Clark looks at their 
struggle and its lessons for resisting 
Israel today

P
ALESTINIAN resistance 
organisation Hamas 
called for an intifada—
uprising—after Donald 
Tr u m p  d e s c r i b e d 
Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital last week.It came on the 
eve of the 30th anniversary of the 
first intifada.

In December 1987 resistance 
exploded onto the streets after dec-
ades of oppression at the hands of 
Israel and imperialism. The rebel-
lion lasted almost five years—and 
inspired similar revolts across the 
Middle East.

It was sparked by a shocking act 
of brutality.

Hundreds of Palestinians from the 
Gaza Strip were returning home from 
a day’s work in Israel when they wit-
nessed a gruesome killing.

An Israeli tank transporter drove 
at a line of workers’ cars at a check-
point—crushing four Palestinians to 
death and injuring another seven.

Funerals for three of the men that 
night in the nearby Jabalia refugee 
camp turned into a 10,000-strong 
demonstration that marched on the 
police station.

The following day Israeli soldiers 
attacked another demonstration in 
Jabalia. They killed 20 year old dem-
onstrator Hatem el Sisi—leading to 
another mass demonstration.

Palestinian journalist Safwat 
Khalout witnessed the demonstra-
tion. “We felt something new was 
happening,” he said. “Students gath-
ered, surrounded the military trucks 
and started throwing stones.

“The Israeli soldiers hid in a house 
and started firing in all directions”.

Israeli soldiers tried to crush every 
protest with lethal violence. But with 
each killing came more funerals and 
more demonstrations until the whole 
of Gaza was caught up in the revolt.

Phil Marshall described those 
first days in his book Intifada—
Zionism, Imperialism and Palestinian 
Resistance. “Tens of thousands joined 
demonstrations that carried forbid-
den Palestinian flags and chanted 
nationalist slogans,” he wrote.

“Twenty years of frustration and 
bitterness at unemployment, over-
crowding, poverty and repression was 

exploding in a collective rejection of 
the Israeli occupation.”

The revolt quickly spread across 
the whole of 
P a l e s t i n e —
including the 
parts  encom-
passed by the 
Israeli state.

There were 
p ro te s t s  and 
riots right across 
the West Bank 
and inside Israel 
i t s e l f .  “A rab 
I s r a e l i s ” —
P a l e s t i n i a n s 
who hadn’t been 
forced out of 
Israel—joined a 
general strike in 
solidarity with 
the people in 
the Occupied 
Territories.

Palestinians 
in Israeli towns 
such as Jaffa, 
Acre and Lod 
demonst ra ted 
and clashed with 
police.

The  I s rae l i 
g o v e r n m e n t 
responded to the 
uprising with 
an “iron fist”. 

“The Israelis started shooting. 
About 30 people were injured,” she 
said. “People said ‘your daughter’s 
been killed.’”

On one demonstration Halimeh 
herself was arrested. “I saw the 
Israelis fighting with young people. 
I grabbed stones and threw them at 
the Israelis. They handcuffed me and 
took me away. I got six months in 
jail.”

By December 1988—one year since 
the intifada began—the Israeli army 
reckoned it had used 10,000 troops a 
day to put down the uprising.

It had imposed curfews on refugee 
camps, limiting supplies of food and 
water. Soldiers raided Palestinian 
homes, firing tear gas into houses 
and dropping gas canisters from 
helicopters.

Yet none of this could crush the 
intifada. The young Palestinians lead-
ing the revolt had grown up under an 
occupation that treated them with the 
utmost brutality and wrecked their 
society. Now they were rising up.

In January 1988 Israeli newspa-
per the Jerusalem Post wrote, “The 
streets in Gaza, the West Bank and in 
East Jerusalem are in effective control 
of the youth.

“It is a case of our 20 year olds bat-
tling their 20 year olds. Ours using 
armour, helicopters and guns, theirs, 
clubs, rocks and primitive Molotov 
cocktails”.

Israel’s powerful military had 
defeated the Egypt, Syria and Jordan’s 
armies, but it couldn’t contain a mass 
uprising of ordinary people.

Everyone in Palestine had a role 
to play. Strikes were a major weapon 
aimed at weakening the Israeli state.

Israel had wrecked Palestinian agri-
culture in the Occupied Territories. 
It then used the mass of unemployed 
Palestinians as a source of cheap 
labour.

A huge proportion of Palestinians 
from the Occupied Territories trav-
elled to and from Israel each day to 
do menial jobs on subsistence wages.

Now that Palestinian working 
class used its power to hit back at 
Israel. On selected days the majority 
of workers from Gaza and the West 
Bank stayed at home—sometimes for 
weeks at a time.

Palestinian shops also closed in 
defiance of Israeli authorities who 
tried to force them to stay open. And 
Palestinians organised a boycott of 
Israeli goods, growing, buying and 
selling only Palestinian produce 
wherever they could.

Everything was coordinated 
through a network of local activists 
committees known as the Unified 
National Leadership of the Uprising. 
“By mid-1988,” writes Marshall, 
“even the most remote hamlet of 
the West Bank was engaged in the 
movement.”

Butcher: defence minister Yitzhak Rabin

Butcher: prime minister Yitzhak Shamir

Israeli soldiers 
tried to crush 
every Palestinian 
protest with lethal 
violence

‘‘ 

All this activity undoubtedly had 
an effect. Palestinian strikes hit some 
Israeli industries such as construction 
or textiles fairly hard.

Images of the uprising—and of the 
brutal Israeli response—drew sympa-
thy for the Palestinian struggle across 
the world. 

And the sheer effort and cost 
put into holding down the rebel-
lion caused some Israelis to question 
whether the occupation was sustain-
able. But it wasn’t enough. Israel’s 
racist society excluded Palestinian 
labour from some skilled jobs in core 
industries including transport, manu-
facturing, finance or the public sector.

As Marshall pointed out, “The  
11 percent of the Israeli workforce 
composed of Palestinians from the 
territories occupied ‘dirty’ jobs and 
took seasonal employment on the 
land”.

So although Palestinian strikes did 
some damage, they couldn’t deliver a 
decisive blow.

More importantly, the strikes 
couldn’t touch the massive aid dona-
tions the US paid Israel in return for 
defending its interests in the Middle 
East. Over the course of the 1980s 
the US had paid Israel some £25 bil-
lion, 56 percent of which went on the 
military.

T
H I S  R E L A -
TIONSHIP with 
imperial ism is 
integral to Israel’s 
foundation and its 
existence today. 

The first Jewish colonisers in 
Palestine sought backing from the 
British empire in return for policing 
its Arab population. Israeli politi-
cians saw that major support from 
the US was integral to Israel’s sur-
vival after it was created in 1948.

The key to victory for the intifada 
was the resistance it inspired in other 
countries across the Middle East. 
Arab rulers declared support for the 
intifada, but suppressed major soli-
darity demonstrations fearing that 
they could turn into revolts of their 
own.

A mass movement against the gov-
ernment in Algeria took inspiration 
from the intifada. The opposition 
leaders told protesters to “unite and 
take measures into your own hands 
like the Palestinians”.

The solidarity movement in Egypt 
quickly turned its fire on its own 
government’s close relationship with 
Israel and the US.

Workers from the giant Mahalla 
textile mill in northern Egypt joined a 
demonstration early on in the upris-
ing. Slogans against Israel turned 
into demands for Egypt to break ties 
with Israel and the US.

There were even calls to bring 
down Egyptian dictator Hosni 
Mubarak who was eventually toppled 
in the 2011 revolution.

The biggest fear of the US-backed 
regimes in the Middle East was 
that the revolt could spill out of 
Palestine. This threat is what even-
tually pushed the US into dragging 
Israel into peace talks with the offi-
cial Palestinian leadership in the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO).

Yet the PLO, led by the Fatah 
faction, actively hoped to stop the 
national liberation movement from 
growing into a bigger revolt across 
the region.

The PLO had waged a heroic guer-
rilla struggle against Israel through-
out the 1960s and 70s. Yet it never 
looked towards mass resistance 
among ordinary Palestinians, and 
its strategy was based on pressuring 
other Arab regimes into supporting 
its demands.

It hoped to win a Palestinian state 
in partnership with other Arab states. 
It would never encourage resistance 
that would challenge other Arab 
regimes and the status quo domi-
nated by US imperialism.

This left it open to betrayal by 
Arab governments, leading to dev-
astating defeats in Jordan in 1970 
and Lebanon in 1982. And it meant 
PLO leaders were prepared to make 

serious concessions.
In 1989 PLO declared independ-

ence and a Palestinian state in the 
Occupied Territories.

The intifada had rescued the PLO 
and helped its factions put them-
selves back at the leadership of the 
resistance. But the declaration also 
gave away a significant concession.

Until then the PLO had never 
accepted the state of Israel’s claim to 
Palestinian land as legitimate. It had 
called for a single state in Palestine 
where Jews and Arabs would live as 
equals. Declaring independence in 
just the Occupied Territories meant 
the PLO was now prepared to recog-
nise Israel and accept a state in only 
part of Palestine.

Among other things this meant 
effectively abandoning the right 
of Palestinian refugees to return to 
the land they were expelled from in 
1948.

The Oslo Accords in 1993 marked 
the end of the intifada and the start 
of the “peace process”. This saw 
the PLO renounce armed rebellion 
and agree to suppress Palestinian 
resistance.

In return the newly-formed 
Palestinian Authority was given the 
vague hope of a Palestinian statelet 
under the thumb of Israel, sometime 
in the future. 

More than 20 years later even that 
meagre promise looks as if it will 

It feels like a lead 
curtain has closed 
on our nation. Now 
we need to fight 
even harder

‘‘ 

Defence minister Yitzak Rabin told 
Israeli forces to crush the demonstra-
tions with “force, power and blows”.

Within one month Israeli soldiers 
had killed—by their own count—
more than 20 protesters, wounded 
over 200 and detained 1,200.

An army report was leaked to Israeli 
newspaper Haaretz. It described how 
“Officers or commanders in the field 
are giving orders to break property 
and break hands and feet.”

Halimeh Jermi remembers how 
her daughter, Sahar, was killed on 
one of the first demonstrations in the 
Balata refugee camp.

Israel pens Palestinians into the 
pockets while claiming the right 
to expand its territory at will 
(right) Israeli tanks and armour, 
provided by Western backers, such 
as Britain and the US, massively 
outgunned the Palestinian, yet it 
could not stop the uprising (below, 
right)

On other pages...
Protests in solidarity with 
Palestine>>Pages 4&5
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WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

BOOKMARKS
the socialist
bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£9.99

£14.99

New and forthcoming books
Politics of the 
Mind—Marxism and 
Mental Distress
by Iain Ferguson

Mental distress has become 
one of the key public issues of 
the 21st century. Depression 
currently affects  
350 million people 
worldwide. This book looks at 
the link between the current 
political and economic 
system and the soaring 
levels of mental distress 
we see in the world today.

“Kill All the Gentlemen”— 
Class Struggle and Change 
in the English Countryside
by Martin Empson

The modern countryside 
is the result of centuries of 
environmental change, but 
also brutal class struggle. 
From 1381 to the Pilgrimage 
of Grace that challenged 
Henry VIII’s power, from 
food riots to Captain Swing, 
here is the story of how 
rural labourers resisted the 
development of capitalism.

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Police and the state— 
no justice, no peace
Thu 4 Jan, 7pm, 
YMCA, 
Blucher St, 
S70 1AP
CHESTERFIELD
The fire last time— 
class struggle in 1968
Thu 4 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

HUDDERSFIELD
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Wed 3 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP
LONDON: HACKNEY
Zimbabwe, Mugabe 
and colonialism
Thu 4 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
The meek and the militant—
Marxism and religion
Wed 20 Dec, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ

NORWICH
The politics of mental health
Thu 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
ROTHERHAM
Sexism and the system—the 
fight for women’s liberation
Wed 20 Dec, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St, S60 2EY

{ }MOVEMENT
EVENTS

NATIONAL
Stand Up To Racism Trade 
Union Conference 
Sat 10 Feb 2018,  
11am-4.30pm,London.
Register at bit.ly/2jj3p0p

March against racism
Sat 17 Mar 2018,
London, Glasgow and Cardiff.
Go to standuptoracism.org.uk
Marxism Festival
Thu 5 Jul-Sun 8 Jul 2018,
Central London. 
marxismfestival.org.uk

ABERDEEN
Wed 10 Jan, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 10 Jan, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

BRISTOL
Wed 10 Jan, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 10 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP

CARDIFF
Wed 10 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX

DONCASTER
Wed 10 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes St,
DN1 3NJ

EDINBURGH
Wed 10 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

GLASGOW
Thu 18 Jan, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 11 Jan, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: BRENT 
AND HARROW
Thu 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove,
W10 5XL

LONDON: CENTRAL
Thu 11 Jan, 6.15pm, 
Room 215 UCL Foster 
Court Building,
Malet Place,
WC1E 6BT

LONDON: EALING
Thu 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 10 Jan, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 11 Jan, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Thu 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd,
SE10 8JA

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 10 Jan, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove 
(next to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 10 Jan, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St  (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG

MANCHESTER: 
CENTRAL
Wed 10 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

MEDWAY
Thu 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, ME4 4BP

OXFORD
Wed 10 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way  
(off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

POOLE AND 
DORCHESTER
Thu 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Dorford Centre,
2 Bridport Rd,
DT1 1RR

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 10 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 10 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY

SWANSEA
Thu 11 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA20BP

WIGAN
Wed 10 Jan, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD

Prospects for
socialists in 2018

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

MARCHERS AGAINST austerity and Tory rule in central London last summer  Picture: Guy Smallman

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 
TO PRISONERS
AS THE holiday season approaches, Socialist 
Worker asks readers to write to prisoners. 

When you write please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope so they can reply if they 
wish to.

nMOHIBUR Rahman,  
Tahir Aziz, Khobaib 
Hussain and Naweed 
Ali were given life 
sentences in the 
Birmingham terror 
trial. Solicitor Gareth 
Peirce said there are 
serious questions over 
it. See bit.ly/2gdD7rN

You can write to them 
at  
lMohibur Rahman, 
A3480AZ, HMP Full 
Sutton, Stamford 
Bridge YO4 1PS
lTahir Aziz, A8301DV,  
HMP Whitemoor, Long 
Hill Road, March PE15 
0PR
lKhobaib Hussain, 
A0537CJ, HMP Long 
Lartin, South Littleton,  
Evesham WR11 8TZ
lNaweed Ali, 
A0531CJ HMP 
Frankland, Brasside, 
Durham DH1 5YD. 

nJUSTICE FOR Kevan 
Thakrar. for more 
information go to to 
justiceforkevan.org
 
lKevan Thakrar, 
A4907AE, HMP 
Woodhill , Tattenhoe 
Street, Milton Keynes 
MK4 4DA

nJUSTICE FOR 
Brendan McConville 
and John Paul Wooton. 
For more information 
about their case go to 
bit.ly/2vrVaE8 

lBrendan McConville,  
Roe 4 C7604,  
HMP Maghaberry,  
Old Road, Upper 
Ballinderry, Lisburn 
BT28 2PT
lJohn Paul Wooton
HMP Maghaberry 
Old Road, Upper 
Ballinderry, Lisburn 
BT28 2PT
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Ai Weiwei brings out human 
stories behind refugee crisis
Behind the numbers which dominate the refugee crisis lie millions of untold 
stories. Artist Ai Weiwei’s Human Flow brings them out, writes Sally Kincaid
THE ARTIST Ai Weiwei was born an 
internal Chinese refugee, his poet 
father was banished to the coun-
tryside by the Chinese Communist 
Party during the Cultural Revolution. 
He is now in exile in Germany. 

His  s tory  i s  one  of  mi l -
lions. We are seeing the biggest 
human displacement since the 
Second World War—65 million  
people escaping from famine, climate 
change and war.

The numbers can seem hard to 
visualise. However, Ai puts faces and 
stories to statistics.  He uses drones to 
film over camps and, as the camera 
zooms in, the dots become people. 

Ai’s film Human Flow is clear about 
what is responsible for the crisis.  

It is a long film. He visits 23 coun-
tries in total. But it raises questions of 
which countries are missed out.

Walking along Mexican border 
reminds us that the majority of US 
citizens are the children of refugees 
and migrants. 

Afghan refugees who have made 
their homes in Pakistan return home 
only to find that their land is gone 
and they have become refugees 
again.

Imprisonment
Even when refugees successfully 
end their journey, they experience 
another form of imprisonment. We 
see people living in a huge former 
aircraft hangar in Berlin.

Ai shows it is still a camp and 
people are still in limbo.

One of the most haunting bits is 
the reminder about how easy it is 
for the rich to travel the world while 
millions of others are stranded in a 
miserable limbo. Even having a pass-
port is a luxury denied to many and 

assumed as normal by some who 
have them.

Ai shows how ridiculous the 
border system is by jokingly swap-
ping his passport with Mahmoud, a 
refugee fleeing Syria.

His critics ask if refugees will have 
the opportunity to see the film. He 
responds by insisting that this is the 
wrong question. The purpose is to 

show it to people who are in a posi-
tion to help and have a responsibility. 
The refugees need help. 

Those of us who have visited the 
camps to show solidarity with refu-
gees will know his feeling. 

“You tell these people that you’re 
the same as them,” says Ai.

“But you are lying because you 
are not the same. Your situation is 

different—you must leave them. And 
that’s going to haunt me for the rest 
of my life.”

People should go and see the film, 
and use it as an opportunity to raise 
solidarity for refugees and argue for 
opening the borders.

Everyone will want to do some-
thing after seeing this.
For show times go to bit.ly/2kamsq9

AN AERIAL shot from Ai Weiwei’s Human Flow 

FILM
NAE PASARAN
Directed by Felipe Bustos Sierra 
The film makers need money to 
put the finishing touches on the 
documentary 
To donate go to kck.st/2zjGwRj

IN 1974 workers at the 
Rolls-Royce engine factory 
in East Kilbride refused to 
work on engines used by 
the Chilean air force.

They had seen the 
images of the Hawker 
Hunter jets bombing 
Chilean president Salvador 
Allende’s palace. 

The jets all used 
the Rolls-Royce Avon 
engines—and East Kilbride 
was the only factory in 
the world which could 
repair them. In 2015, 
thanks to the film makers’ 
research, the workers were 
made Commanders of the 

Republic of Chile.
The film tells the 

workers’ story of 
international solidarity. 
It also tells the stories of 
Chileans who crossed paths 
with the engines.
Watch the previous short film 
about the story here  
bit.ly/2r7JJLY

John, Robert and Bob

Bjork’s Utopia based on struggle, not escapist fantasy 
MUSIC
UTOPIA
by Bjork 
Go to bjork.com/splash/

IN HER 30 years in the 
music industry, Bjork has 
always pushed boundaries. 

She is uniquely 
creative, and this can be 
seen through her visual 
effects, album artwork 
or sound and execution. 
Bjork never fails to turn 
things upside down.

Her ninth studio 
album, Utopia, is full 
of fragmented bleeps, 
drum machines, fluid 

sampling and woodwind 
instrumentation. 

It features 
a 12-piece 
Icelandic 
female 
flute 
choir, 
arranged 
and 
conducted 
by Bjork 
herself. 

The flutes 
add a lightness 
to the music 
which is 
a theme 
running 
through the 

album.
Opening track 

Arisen My Senses is 
a kaleidoscope of 

singing birds and 
twisted electronic 

soundscapes. 
They 

intersect and 
weave around 

heightened 
vocals 
through 
which 
lyrics are 
hinted at. 

A 
lightness 
of touch 
in both the 

lyrics and composition 
shape the album. 

Harps and the piano 
delicately take the lead on 
Blissing Me. 

The song is full of 
sweet metaphors—“two 
music notes obsessing”— 
and draws on the powers 
of music as a way of 
raising consciousness. 

Bjork’s music is 
often political, and 
unapologetic when it is. 

Developed and written 
in collaboration with 
Venezuelan DJ and 
producer Alejandro 
Ghersi, this latest album 
is a departure from her 

introspective last ablum 
Vulnicura, released in 
2015. 

It is joyous in places, 
a foil to the poison being 
pumped out from the 
White House.

Utopia is a work 
of hope, but it is not 
designed to be an escapist 
diversion from reality. 

In a recent interview 
Bjork pointed out that 
“governments are not 
going to save us and 
change our cities. 

“We‘re going to have to 
do it from the ground up, 
and the sooner the better.”
Lois BrowneBjork

BOOKMARKS 
TOP 5 OF 2017 
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Russia 1917—Workers’ 
Revolution and 
the Festival of the 
Oppressed
Dave Sherry

2  Lenin for Today
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RAR—Rocking Against  
Racism 1976 - 1982
Red Saunders and  
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4 Abortion Wars
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5 The Communist  
Manifesto
Karl Marx and  
Frederick Engels
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lIn Solidarity—Essays 
on Working Class 
Organization and Strategy 
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by Kim Moody, £19.99
lUS Labor in Trouble and 
Transition 
by Kim Moody, £19.99
lThe Teamsters’ 
Rebellion sparked struggle 
Socialist Worker article 
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lSanders, Trump and the 
US working class 
ISJ article online at  
bit.ly/2A4mnLn 
 
Books available at 
Bookmarks, the socialist 
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7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

They do petitions, around 
issues such as making 
agency workers into directly-
employed workers. Sometimes 
they are successful. 

Even when they’re not 
they take up an hour of 
management time, and it 
raises confidence. There have 
been some warehouse strikes.

Then there are the New 
York taxi workers. You might 
remember them from the 
strike they held at the airport 
after Trump’s Muslim ban.  

It’s won recognition. It’s 
based on South Asian workers. 
Now they are organising taxi 
drivers nationally.

There have been two major 
strikes in the US by migrants, 
one in 2006, one in 2016. 

We’ve seen the women’s 
strike this year and some fast 
food workers’ strikes.

These political movements 
have seized on the strike 
weapon just as many unions 
are abandoning it!

You make the point in the 
book that the workforce 
is now multiracial and 
multicultural. How important 
is that?

Racism and anti-immigrant 
sentiment have always been 
there and union leaders have 
tried not to deal with it. 
That really weakens workers 
organising.

It’s why the auto workers 
keep losing union recognition 
in the South of the US. 
You can’t break in without 
addressing the questions 
of racism as well as class 
resistance.

Official union leaderships 
will say you have to fight 
racism. But how?

Corporate-style diversity 
awareness stuff is a waste 
of time. We have to address 
how we use union power to 
elevate people who suffer 
from racism. 

You can get a backlash 
from some white workers. 

But most workforces 
are very multiracial—
black, Latino, Asian, 
white. You have to 
deal with racism to 
achieve unity. Young 
people are very open 
to this. More and 
more young people 
are ending up in in 
crap jobs. They want 
something different.

There are political 
developments too. The Bernie 
Sanders campaign shook 

things up enormously.
Bernie’s socialism is pretty 

lame. But trade union group 
Labor for Bernie was one of 
most exciting things I have 
seen in a long time. You could 
talk about socialism.

There are other 
developments, most notably 
the growth of the Democratic 
Socialists of America (DSA) 
which has grown from 6,000 
in 2015 to 30,000 or more 
today. 

It brings together social 
democrats, anarchists and 
everyone in between.

This is no time to retreat. 
Don’t moan, organise!
Kim Moody is the co-founder 
of Labor Notes, a radical trade 
unionists’ media and organising 
project in the US. His new book, 
On New Terrain: how capital is 

reshaping the battleground of 
class war, is out on 4 January

Bernie Sanders’ 
campaign 
galvanised 
support (top) 
and there have 
been warehouse 
workers’ walkouts, 
such as this one in 
Maryland last year 
(above)

How have bosses used 
new methods to attack 
workers?

There’s been a massive 
intensification of work—
people working harder 
and coming under extreme 
pressure. 

Where there are trade 
unions, their leaders have 
basically surrendered to 
this process, and it has cost 
many jobs.

Pay is a big question 
for workers. But I noticed 
that at our Labor Notes 
conference what comes 
up repeatedly is the 
employers pushing and 
pushing, measuring and 
standardising everything 
they can. 

It’s what Mike Parker 
and Jane Slaughter called 
“management by stress”.

Most of the union 
leaderships still have the old 
view that the way you get 
better pay and benefits is by 
productivity improvements 
where a worker produces 
more and more. So they see 
this intensification of work as 
a good thing.

In the factory or the office 
or the warehouse it’s a 
disaster.

How has big business 
changed?

There’s a process of what Karl 
Marx called concentration and 
centralisation. There are fewer 
firms and they are bigger.

But we’ve also seen a move 
away from conglomerates 
since the late 1980s and 
1990s. Those conglomerates 
would bring together, say, 
an oil company and a steel 
company in one firm.

It meant that if there was a 
strike in one branch the firm 
always had revenue from the 
others.

The trend recently has been 
towards focusing on one main 
line of production.

From the point of 
organising workers it’s better. 
But will the unions take 
advantage? Unions have to 
think in industrial terms. Most 
have moved towards being 
general unions, such as Unite 
in Britain. 

The steelworkers’ union in 
the US has around 20 divisions 
from nurses to travel and 
hospitality to public employees 
and, yes, some steel workers. 

I’m all for workers uniting, 
but the process of creating 
these general unions avoids 
some big industrial questions. 

Why haven’t steel unions 
organised in the mini mills 
that have taken the jobs from 
the unionised plants? For 
union leaders, that’s not a 
priority.

Is the logistics sector an 
area where capitalism is 
vulnerable?

It’s not new for firms to move 
components, raw materials 
and finished products around.

But in the last 25 years 
or so supply chains have 
reorganised. The practice 
of lean production means 
you have as few suppliers as 
possible to cut costs and put 
pressure on those supplier 
firms.

“Just in time” production 
means that firms don’t hold 
big stocks and need constant 
deliveries. The parts you need 
arrive just as they are required. 

This makes firms vulnerable 
if the supply stops.

In the 1970s and 80s 
manufacturing moved away 
from the cities, partly to get 
away from concentrations of 
unionised workers. 

But this has created long 
supply chains, which in turn 
have created huge clusters of 
warehouses and workers. 

Supply chain risk 
management says labour is a 
theat. This is our opportunity. 

There are about 60 logistics 
clusters in the US. The three 
biggest are in New York and 

northern New Jersey, Chicago 
and Los Angeles.

In the Chicago-Joliet-
Naperville metro area there 
are around 250 warehouses 
with around 150,000 workers, 
including 40,000 heavy truck 
drivers.

Warehouses are no longer 
places you store things, 
they’re where you move 
things—continuously. 

Put it together—
concentration of firms, long 
supply chains, just in time 
methods, clusters. 

They’ve laid it out for us. 
Of course the problems are 
enormous. Governments, even 
before Donald Trump, are 
hostile to unions. The courts 
find against unions. 

But let’s ask ourselves—how 
were the docks organised in 
the US and Britain?

They faced dozens of 
employers but they fought for 
recognition.

And it doesn’t end there. 
Organise at the hubs and 
then go down the spokes, the 
supply chains.

The model is what 
the Trotskyists did in 
the Teamster revolt in 
Minneapolis in the 1930s. 

Through very militant 
struggles they organised the 
truckers in the city and then 
went to organise the over-

the-road truckers.
That lesson is even more 

relevant today.

You’ve shown the potential 
but how do we get struggle?

In the book I quote the British 
historian Eric Hobsbawm. He 
says union growth and mass 
strike movements do not 
come in “a mere rising slope,” 
but from “accumulations of 
inflammable materials which 
only ignite periodically, as it 
were under compression”.

You can’t predict when this 
happens, but there’s plenty of 
inflammable material in the 
US today. Not being able to 
predict when the explosion 
will happen doesn’t mean you 
sit still. 

Before the huge struggle of 
the 1930s in the US there were 
strikes and other fightbacks. 
Some won, most didn’t.

In the late 1920s 
Communists tried to organise 
their own unions. That didn’t 
work, but the cadres involved 
then participated in the 
explosion of the 1930s. 

There were old Wobblies, 
veterans of an earlier upsurge. 
The Socialist Party people had 
a huge role in the 1936-7 Flint 
sit-down strike.

Today the United 
Electrical Workers have set 
up Warehouse Workers for 
Justice. They judged that a 
traditional organising drive 
would mean major employers 
would come down on them 
like a ton of bricks.

So there are these workers’ 
centres, which attract a lot 
of immigrant workers. They 
educate and develop an 
activist layer. 

‘THIS IS NO 
TIME TO 
RETREAT’
Do workers still have power to fight the bosses—and if so, 
how can they use it? Author Kim Moody spoke to Charlie 
Kimber about his new book on the potential for resistance

We have to 
address how we 
use union 
power to 
elevate people

‘‘ 
Kim Moody

STRIKING FAST food workers protesting over pay and union rights near Times Square in New York City in 2014

Revolution was worth it—it 
gives hope of a better future

The revolution of 
1917 showed another 
world is possible, what 
that world could look 
like—and how we can 
make it happen

THE RUSSIAN Revolution of 
1917 remains the only time 
in history when workers have 
seized state power. It put a 
country of 150 million people 
under workers’ control. There 
has never been anything like 
it before or since.

The revolution gave a 
glimpse of what a socialist 
society could look like. It 
transformed world history, 
ending the First World War 
and bringing down three 
empires. It inspired revolts 
across the world. 

The experience of the 
revolution, and the writings 
of Marxists involved in it, 
would help a new generation 
of socialists fight for socialism 
from below. And it gave 
everyone who wants to see 
socialism an example to learn 
from.

Today we are told that 
fundamental change is 
impossible. We are told that 
racism, sexism, war and 
inequality are natural. We are 
told that workers can’t run 
things themselves.

The Russian Revolution 
shows all of this to be false.

Soldiers instructed vast 
armies and workers elected 
committees to run factories. 

Threw
Peasants threw out the 
landlords and took control of 
land. 

Workers’ self-organisation 
chanelled the power that 
could see control of the state 
taken from the bosses.

The old capitalist state was 
torn up and a new workers’ 
state developed. Workers’ 
councils called soviets, made 
up of elected delegates, 
ran society. Delegates were 
subject to immediate recall.

The revolution relied on 
the active and informed 
involvement of ordinary 
people. As Bolshevik leader 
Lenin put it, “Socialism 
cannot be decreed from 
above. Living, creative 
socialism is the product of the 

masses themselves.”
When the Bolsheviks 

negotiated over the First 
World War they exposed the 
allied powers’ secret deals.

The revolution brought 
in measures to liberate 
women—such as the right 
to divorce and to abortion—
decades before capitalist 
countries did. It pushed back 
the most virulent, entrenched 
antisemitism. 

It handed independence to 
former colonies of Russia.

The Russian Revolution 
showed that fundamentally 
transforming society requires 
a new workers’ state. The 
revolution made huge gains 

before October, but it hadn’t 
brought about socialism.

The capitalist state—the 
army, the police, the judiciary 
and the civil service—exists 
to protect a tiny minority. 
It can’t be used to build 
socialism that can deliver for 
the majority.

Left wing governments 
that have tried to win change 
using that state have bent to 
the will of the rich or only 
made limited gains.

But the Russian Revolution 
didn’t bring about lasting 
socialism. Those who led it 
argued that it had to spread 
to survive. 

Vicious
Unfortunately revolts 
elsewhere failed and a 
vicious counter-revolution, 
aided by 14 invading armies, 
eventually crushed the new 
society. Stalinism was the 
result.

But the power of the 
revolution—and the scale of 
transformation it wrought—
were such that those who 
had been part of it remained 
hopeful.

After its defeat Leon 
Trotsky wrote, “My faith 
in the communist future of 
mankind is not less ardent, 
indeed it is firmer today 
than it was in the days of my 
youth.”

Our rulers hate the 
revolution because it shows 
that another world is 
possible—and that workers 
are the force to bring it about.

And if we could do it in 
1917, we can do it today.
This concludes a series of 
weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution tinyurl.com/sw1917

THE REVOLUTION inspired socialists across the world

TIMELINE
7 December—14 December 
(20 December—27 
December in the modern 
calendar)
lThe Cheka is created to 
combat counter-revolution 
and sabotage. The first 
charter of this organ is to 
track the economic activity 
of wealthy people
lNationalisation of the 
banks is proclaimed

Living, creative 
socialism is  
the product  
of the masses 
themselves

‘‘ 

1917
RUSSIAN

REVOLUTION
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Unions should fight for Japan’s workers
by SADIE ROBINSON

ECONOMIC difficulties and 
political discontent lies 
behind a row over workers’ 
wages in Japan.

 Prime minister Shinzo Abe 
this week repeated his call for 
private sector bosses to grant 
a 3 percent pay rise. He has 
hinted that firms giving the 
rises would be rewarded. 

“To see record high profits 
turn to wage rises and capi-
tal investment, we’ll mobilise 
all our policies including the 
budget, taxation and regula-
tory reform,” Abe said earlier 
this year. 

Demand
Japan’s trade union federa-
tion, Rengo, has demanded 
4 percent in 2018. It asked for 
the same figure this year—but 
workers only got an average 
rise of 1.98 percent. 

The unions failed to fight 
for more.

This has led some to con-
clude that the prime minister 
is fighting harder than unions 
for wages. 

Abe isn’t concerned for 
workers’ quality of life. 

But he hopes that giving 

workers a bigger disposable 
income will boost Japan’s 
ailing economy. 

While there have been 
record profits since he came 
to office in 2012, Japan 
remains mired in deflation.

 Five years of stimulus 
packages have failed. 

And Japan’s low birth rate 
has led to an ageing popula-
tion and smaller workforce—
leading to the worst labour 

shortages in 40 years. 
Bosses are resisting Abe’s 

demand for pay rises. 
The Japan Business Feder-

ation is known as Keidanren. 
It may urge the most prof-

itable firms to grant the rise 
and let the rest off the hook.

Yet the shortage of work-
ers has forced some bosses 
to offer permanent contracts 
and pensions to try and 
attract workers.

Abe has also come under 
pressure from opponents 
trying to capitalise on discon-
tent in Japan. 

His Liberal Democratic 
party won a snap general 
election in October.

 But the Hope party, 
formed just a month before, 
picked up 50 seats. 

The Spectator magazine 
referred to the Hope par-
ty’s leader, Yuriko Koike, as 

“Japan’s female version of 
Corbyn”. 

It described how young 
people in Japan attend her 
rallies waving broccoli to cel-
ebrate her green credentials.

Koike’s party picked up 
members from conservative 
groups, despite her publicly 
railing against “the establish-
ment”.

This rhetoric may lie 
behind Abe’s election prom-

ises to spend more on free 
childcare and social security.

Workers have a lot to be 
disgruntled about. 

Overwork in Japan is 
so serious that there is a 
word for death attributed to  
it–karoshi. 

Excessive
Even official figures admit 
that there are hundreds of 
cases of karoshi every year. 

Many workers feel they 
have to work excessive 
 overtime to keep their jobs. 

A recent survey found that 
workers in nearly a quarter 
of Japanese firms work over 
80 hours overtime a month, 
often unpaid.

The Financial Times news-
paper recently argued that 
“decades of economic stag-
nation and competition from 
China have made the unions 
cautious”.

But as bosses become 
more desperate for workers 
and the prime minister calls 
for pay rises, now would be a 
good time to fight back.

CONSIDER KAROSHI, an organisation protesting against being worked to death

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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Six months after the Grenfell 
fire, residents still homeless
With the inquiry into the causes of the Grenfell Tower beginning this week, Alistair Farrow 
looks at how the evacuated residents are still searching for justice—and new homes to live in

THE INQUIRY into the causes 
of the Grenfell Tower fire 

began on Monday.
Yet many residents are already 

sceptical that the inquiry will help to 
deliver justice—as they expressed in 
a letter recently.

And six months since the fire—and 
as Christmas nears—many people are 
still living in hotels and temporary 
accommodation. 

T a s h a  B r a d e  f r o m  t h e 
Justice4Grenfell campaign spoke to 
Socialist Worker. “Six months on and 
only 20 percent of people have been 
rehoused,” she said. 

“Survivors and families are still 
living in hotels—that’s their reality. 

Over 40 children will be in hotels 
over Christmas. People have been 
treated appallingly. 

Some 166 households are still in 
temporary housing or hotels.

“We need to keep having protests 
and silent marches so people don’t 
forget,” said Tasha. 

“The silent marches are getting 
bigger each month—it shows we’re 
not going anywhere. 

“Petitions can help keep the pres-
sure on as well.”

Rehoused
Immediately after the fire Tory prime 
minister Theresa May said survivors 
would be rehoused within three weeks. 

But housing minister Alok Sharma 
has recently said it could take until 
next June.

Elizabeth Campbell, leader of Tory-
run Kensington and Chelsea council, 
backed this up at a council meeting 
last Wednesday.

Survivors and evacuees are being 
ignored. 

The Walkways are the low-rise 

blocks attached to Grenfell Tower. 
Kensington and Chelsea council are 
considering proposals that people 
displaced from the Walkways by the 
fire be given two offers of alternative 
housing. 

The standard for people on council 
waiting lists is three offers. 

The council justify this by saying 
that people can move back in to their 
refurbished flats. 

But many people living in the 

Walkways saw their neighbours die 
when they jumped from Grenfell 
Tower. They should not be expected 
to move back there.

Former Walkways resident Joe 
Delaney slammed the proposal as “a 
load of crap”. 

“It demonstrates a lack of com-
passion about this situation. I will be 
fighting this tooth and nail,” he said.

Director of Justice4Grenfell Judy 
Bolton said, “Grenfell Tower burned 

because of austerity. People were 
made involuntarily homeless because 
of the fire”. 

She added that people still waiting  
for a new permanent home “can’t put 
their children to bed or make a simple 
dinner.”

You can’t 
substitute 
for safety

LABOUR leader 
Jeremy Corbyn has 

called for £1 billion to be 
made available 
immediately for sprinkler 
systems. He’s right—we 
need action now.

The Tories have 
refused to make funds 
available for fire safety 
work after Grenfell. 

That means essential 
maintenance work 
on housing won’t be 
carried out as housing 
associations and 
councils prioritise 
fire safety over 
maintenance.  

In an indicator of 
that, maintenance 
contractor Mears has 
forecast a “further 
softening of revenues”, 
which its boss attributes 
to the Grenfell fire. 

Private
Maintenance should 
not be contracted out 
to private companies 
out to make a profit. It 
should be carried out 
by workers directly 
employed by the bodies 
which own the housing.

But fire safety and 
maintenance are two 
sides of the same coin—
delaying one to focus 
on the other is a false 
economy. Decades of 
running down estates 
makes another Grenfell 
more likely.

In Fulham, west 
London, structural 
engineers have 
discovered cracks in the 
infrastructure of two 
1960s tower blocks. 

This could make it 
easier for a fire to spread 
from flat to flat. The 
council has appointed 
fire safety wardens to 
monitor the blocks, but 
they can’t stop a fire 
from spreading and 
killing people.

DEMANDING JUSTICE outside Kensington and Chelsea Council   Picture: Guy Smallman
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Protest challenges council
SOME 100 people gathered to 
protest outside the last 

Kensington and Chelsea council 
meeting of 2017 last Wednesday.

Moyra Samuels from the 
Justice4Grenfell campaign said, 
“If this council can’t step up 
then they need to step down.” 

People heard from housing 
campaigners and workers about 
the fight for decent housing. 

A message was read out from 
the president of the National 
Education Union, Louise Regan.

Defend Council Housing chair 
Eileen Short said, “We have to get 
out of the habit of thinking that 
the fight for justice for Grenfell is 
just the job of the people who live 
in North Kensington”.

“Anybody who cares 

about tenants’ rights and housing 
and justice—it’s our job to force 
the government to take action.

“They think they can get away 
with leaving people to rot.” 

Labour MPs Kate Osamor 
and Emma Dent-Coad 
spoke to the crowd. 

Dent-Coad said she did not 
trust the Tories in the council and 
that they must be held to account.

Tories purge their councillors
THE LOCAL Tory party 
purged 17 councillors in 

the run up to last Wednesday’s 
Kensington and Chelsea council 
meeting. 

They want to sanitise the local 
party’s image before the local 
elections in May 2018. 

They need to convince people 
they have changed so they can win 
the election. 

Inside the meeting current council 
leader Elizabeth Campbell said, “All 
of us sympathise with those who 
are still living in hotels with their 
children, especially at Christmas.”

Eleven councillors have 
stepped down and a further six 
were deselected. The 17 include 

Nicholas Paget-Brown, the former 
Tory council leader.

 He stepped down after a  
half-hearted apology where 
he agreed to take a “share of 
responsibility” for the “perceived 
failings”.

Eve Allison, the only black Tory 
councillor, was deselected. She said 
she had been a victim of  
“pseudo-racism, classism and 
elitism.”

Other councillors claimed to have 
been forced into stepping down. 

Judy Bolton of Justice4Grenfell 
said, “The Tories need to start 
treating people with respect and 
take responsibility for the tragedy 
they have caused”.Campaigners keep 

up the fight

More online
Grenfell and the anger that refuses 
to fade. Go to bit.ly/2jytatp
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Mears workers 
strike for more 
HOUSING maintenance 
workers at Mears are 
continuing their strike to end 
outsourcing of their contracts 
and for better pay.

Outsourced Mears workers 
are paid up to £3,500 
less than workers directly 
employed by Manchester City 
council.

The 180 Unite union 
members are on their second 
round of strikes this year. 
They have called strike dates 
every Monday and Thursday 
up to 9 February 2018. 
lSend messages of support 
to colinpitt65@hotmail.co.uk. 
Donate to the strike fund by 
cheque, payable to UCATT 
UD393 Manchester 1st Branch, 
send to Andy Fisher, Unite 
2 Churchill Way, Liverpool, 
L3 8EF, or online to account 
46034412 sort code 60-83-01.

Workers want more 
than cheap cuts
USDAW UNION members at 
two Scotbeef factories have 
voted by 80 percent for a  
24 hour strike over pay. 

They will walk out on 
Tuesday of next week at the 
Scotbeef sites in East Kilbride 
and Queenslie in Glasgow.

Scotbeef’s latest pay offer 
was a 1.7 percent pay rise—
far below the level of inflation 
and effectively a pay cut. 

Scotbeef supplies 
supermarket chains Lidl, 
Marks & Spencer and Aldi.

Breathing space as 
‘Christmas saved’
UNITE UNION members 
at the 3M breathing mask 
factory in Newton Aycliffe, 
County Durham, are voting on 
strikes over pay. 

They rejected a 1.5 percent 
pay offer. Unite declared 
“Christmas saved” at the 
factory last week after 
bosses backed down from 
making workers start coming 
in for three days between 
Christmas and New Year.

Strikes could have 
won more dough 
KINGSMILL BAKERY workers 
in West Bromwich called off 
a planned strike after bosses 
agreed an improved pay deal.

The maintenance workers, 
lorry drivers and security 
personnel are in the Unite 
union. They will now get 
2.5 percent for 2017-8, 
backdated, and 2 percent for 
2018-9.

Protest planned 
over poverty pay 
SUPPORTERS OF workers at 
Lee Hecht Harrison were set 
to demonstrate against the 
firm on Friday.

The United Voices of 
the World union members 
demand the London Living 
Wage of £10.20 an hour. 
lFriday 15 December, 4pm, 
55 Gracechurch St, London 
EC3V 0EE

 Strike over workload  
 at Sheffield primary   
by SADIE ROBINSON 

TEACHERS AT Westways 
Primary School in Sheffield 
began a two-day strike on 
Tuesday of this week in a 
row over workload and other 
issues. 

It follows a two-day strike 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
of last week.

The NEU union members 
are opposing changes in the 
school including a shorter 
playtime for early years 
children and Sats-style tests 
every half term in years three 
to five.

Simon Murch is a primary 
school teacher and joint 
division secretary of the NEU 
in Sheffield. 

Imposition 
He told Socialist Worker, “The 
strike at Westways Primary is 
about the imposition of new 
practices by the Executive 
Headteacher. 

“These may result in 
short-term gains in English 
and maths scores. But the 

children will lose out in the 
long-term as their curriculum 
is narrowed and the school is 
turned into an exam factory. 
Teachers don’t want that, nor 
do parents.”

Strikers received messages 
of support from union groups 
and parents across Britain. 
Sheffield Momentum has sent 
a statement of support as has 
Sheffield Trades Council. 

Nearly 700 people have 

signed a petition supporting 
the strike, started by a parent.

Parents also joined 
picket lines. One said of the 
headteacher, “She doesn’t care 
about the kids, she doesn’t care 
about the parents. 

“All she cares about is the 
results of this school and 
that’s not what the ethos of 
Westways is about.”
lSign the petition to support 
the strikers at bit.ly/2i4lpI0

THE UNITE union and the Blacklist Support Group protested in London. It was part of a 
national day of action on Wednesday of last week against blacklisting of union members in 
the construction industry      Picture: Guy Smallman 

 New contracts don’t meet  
 promises made in Durham
by SARAH BATES

DURHAM Teaching Assistants 
(TAs) have been sent their 
latest contracts—but the 
numbers don’t match up to 
what they were promised. 

The 1,800 Unison and NEU 
union members fought for two 
years against contracts that 
would have meant working 
longer hours for less pay. 

They accepted an offer in 
November that meant 472 TAs 
will still lose money, some by 
almost £4,000 a year.

But some TAs could be paid 
even less than they thought—
some to the tune of thousands. 

Lisa from the TA committee 
said, “People are concerned 
because there’s no specifics. 

“The letters are really 
confusing and could mean we 
are losing out even more than 
we thought.”

Workers were promised a 
vaguely worded “progression 

board” where TAs could 
individually apply for 
regrading. This has failed to 
appear, alongside the promise 
that TAs could elect who 
should represent them. 

With the contracts due to 
come into force on 1 January, 
many TAs face an uncertain 
Christmas. And many are 
unhappy with the deal that 
was agreed. 

Lisa said, “We haven’t won, 
I’ll never call it a victory as 
some people are losing out.”

BLACKLISTING 

CINEMA WORKERS 

 Let’s picket Picturehouse 
WORKERS AT five 
Picturehouse cinema sites 
were set to strike this week 
as part of their long-running 
dispute over pay and 
conditions. 

The members of the Bectu 
section of the Prospect union 
are fighting for demands 
including the Living Wage of 
£10.20 in London, maternity 
and sick pay.

At the Hackney site in 
east London workers were 
to strike from 8.30pm on 

Wednesday 11 December 
until 3am on Saturday 
16 December.

At the Crouch End, 
Brixton, Central and East 
Dulwich sites the strike 
was to begin at 10am on 
Wednesday 13 December.

There was only to be one 
picket for the whole round of 
strikes—at the Hackney site 
from 4pm to 7pm Friday.

Workers need a more 
active campaign if they are 
to force the bosses to give in. 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

TAs fighting back

EDUCATION

Teachers in east London 
fight to stop academy plan
NEU UNION members at 
Avenue School in Newham, 
east London, were set to 
strike this Thursday.

Workers are fighting 
against plans to turn the 
school into a privately-run 
academy.  

They held a successful 
walkout at the end of 
last month when many 
parents, children and other 
supporters joined strikers on 
the picket line.

Union members at 
Royal Docks Community 

School were set to strike on 
Wednesday of this week, also 
against academisation.

Teachers, parents 
and others from across 
Newham plan to protest 
outside Hallsville School on 
Radland Road on Wednesday 
20 December at 4pm. 

The school is set to 
become part of a multi-
academy trust on 1 January 
next year.
lSend messages of support to 
assistant.secretary.nta@gmail.
com

ISLAMOPHOBIA

 ‘Hands off  
 our hijabs!’   
ANTI-RACISTS protested in 
London and Birmingham 
on Tuesday lunchtime over 
the Ofsted watchdog’s call 
for schools inspectors to 
question Muslim girls who 
wear the hijab or headscarf. 

Islington Labour councillor 
Rakhia Ismail joined the 
London protest.

“Ofsted is picking a fight 
with us,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

“Singling out girls wearing 
hijabs will mean they get 
bullied in the playground.”

EDUCATION 

Standing strong on the picket line 

POSTAL WORKERS 

Walkouts can deliver better 
deal for Royal Mail workers 
DETAILS OF talks between 
postal workers’ union 
officials and Royal Mail 
management show bosses 
have made big concessions in 
a dispute over pay, pensions 
and conditions.

Bosses planned to force 
through pensions changes 
that would rob thousands of 
pounds from workers. 

They also wanted to 
slash pay and force through 
changes to the delivery 
model that would worsen 
working conditions and pave 
the way for cuts.

CWU union members 
had been ready to strike in 
October but the action was 
called off after bosses got a 
court injunction forcing the 
union into mediation.

Bosses have offered a 
single “wage in retirement” 
pension scheme. 

Previously they had 
wanted to force through 
a “defined contribution” 
scheme where workers’ 

pensions were left at the 
mercy of the stock market.

They have also offered 
an improved pay offer of a 
£550 lump sum and a below 
inflation two percent pay 
increase from April. 

Workers won these 
concessions with their huge 
vote to strike and their 
readiness to take  
hard-hitting action. 

The CWU has said the pay 
offer is not acceptable, and 
that there is “still a way to 
go” on many of the bosses’ 
new offers.

Socialist Worker says new 
strike dates must be called if 
bosses won’t agree to a deal 
that
lIncludes a pension with 
a guaranteed wage in 
retirement
lIncludes an above inflation 
pay deal
lGuarantees no changes 
to deliveries that disrupt 
workers’ lives
Nick Clark
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BUS WORKERS

 New offer at Arriva, and  
 strikes continue at First
by SARAH BATES

SOME 2,000 bus drivers and 
engineers at Arriva North West 
were voting on a new pay offer as 
Socialist Worker went to press on 
Tuesday.

Workers in Merseyside and Greater 
Manchester have held 11 strikes since 
the dispute began. 

The workers’ Unite and GMB 
unions did not make a recommenda-
tion on whether to accept or reject the 
new deal.

But some workers were dismayed 
that it did not deliver either the pay 
rise or the pay parity across depots 
they have been fighting for. 

The two-year deal would mean 
a pay increase for all depots, but 
Merseyside depots would be paid up 
to 68p an hour more than workers in 
Bolton doing the same job.

Bosses are also offering £293 back-
pay to cover the period since April 
when the pay claim was presented.

A driver from Wythenshawe in 
Manchester told Socialist Worker he 
was rejecting the deal “on principle”. 

He added, “I don’t agree with the 
terms, and I’ll be happy to go back 
on strike. 

“We keep this company running 
and the back pay means they’re not 
paying us what we’ve worked.” 

But others are unsure. Ged from 

Green Lane depot in Liverpool said 
the offer is a “lot better than what 
we’ve won before”.

“I think we’ve pushed them as far as 
we can get them,” he said. 

“It’s annoying we haven’t achieved 
parity, but the bosses say that pay in 
other depots will be increased after the 
deal is done.”

Workers were set to strike for two 
days this week if the deal is rejected 

with strikes also planned from 20 to 
23 December. 

And in a separate dispute, bus driv-
ers at the First Greater Manchester 
depot in Rusholme are in their twelfth 
week of strikes for pay parity. 

Drivers there are paid up to £5,000 
a year less than drivers at a bus depot 
owned by the same company just a 
few miles down the road. 

The strike is so strong that only 

13 out of a normal 42 bus services 
had left the depot on Monday. And 
bosses have also had to recruit man-
agers from all over England to keep 
some bus services running. 

Driver Robert spoke to Socialist 
Worker and explained how “unity is 
going to win” the dispute. 

“We’re sticking together here, 
there are no more people crossing the 
picket line,” he said.

FUJITSU

Workers back union reps
WORKERS AT IT services 
firm Fujitsu have voted to 
strike against compulsory 
redundancies and the 
victimisation of union reps.

The Unite union carried 
out a consultative ballot by 
email over just two working 
days and a weekend. 

It saw a clear vote for 
strikes on a turnout of  
37.8 percent nationally and 
50.4 percent in Manchester, 
the only site where Unite 
has union recognition.

This was very impressive 
given the limited time 
available.

Fujitsu is pushing through 
massive job cuts—and 
workers say it is using them 
as an opportunity to get rid 
of reps and weaken union 
organisation.

Last week saw protests in 
London and Manchester in 
support of workers fighting 
dismissal.

On an earlier protest in 
defence of senior rep Ian 
Allinson, Sarah English, 

a rep in Bracknell, told 
Socialist Worker, “Reps 
have been unfairly targeted 
in the redundancy process. 

“They’re trying to put the 
focus on anyone who comes 
forward to be a rep.

“They’re also stymying 
our communications and 
doing their best to limit 
what the union can do.”

The workers held  
15 nationwide strike days 
in the spring, following 
12 days of local strikes in 
Manchester.

These were also over 
other issues including pay 
equality and pensions.

Industrial action has 
been suspended for months, 
and the move towards 
renewing it is welcome. 

Unite must waste no time 
in calling an official ballot 
and bringing the fight back 
onto the picket line.
Dave Sewell
lSign the petition at 
ipetitions.com/petition/
fujitsu-victimisations

ARRIVA WORKERS have fought bravely  Picture: Guy Smallman

PUBLIC SECTOR PAY

 New moves in the pay battle
LOCAL government 
employers have offered 
Unison, GMB and Unite 
union members in England 
and Wales a below-inflation  
2 percent pay offer for each 
of the next two years.

The two-year offer would 
run from 1 April 2018 and 
covers most council and 
school support staff who 
earn more than £19,430. 

The unions are putting the 
offer to their committees. 

They should reject it.
Local government workers 

and supporters were joined 
by the “Christmas pay pinch 
Grinch” last Friday to deliver 
a Christmas card to Tory 
chancellor Philip Hammond.

The protest for a better 
pay rise was organised by 
the Unite and GMB unions.

Meanwhile, Unite and 
the GMB have put in a 
5 percent pay claim for local 
government craft workers. 

They do housing and 
maintenance work on council 
and social housing properties. 

In addition to a 5 percent 
rise, the claim is also for a 

35 hour working week, an 
additional day’s holiday, tool 
allowance to be doubled and 
tool insurance to be paid.

 
nTHE ROYAL College of 
Nursing (RCN) has ruled out 
industrial action over pay. 

Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt instructed 
the independent pay 
review (PRB) that it could 
recommend pay rises above 
the 1 percent public sector 
pay cap.

But Hunt was clear that 
any pay increases would be 
linked to “productivity”.

Nurses in the RCN 
had voted 78 percent 
for industrial action in a 
consultation. 

Fourteen health unions 
and the RCN put in an 
above-inflation pay claim of 
3.9 percent and a lump sum 
of £800.

The unions should stick to 
their pay claim—and ballot 
their members for strikes.
lThe TUC has called a 
national demonstration on 
Sunday 12 May 2018 in London

RAIL WORKERS

Rail strikes 
called for  
the holidays 
RMT UNION members 
working for Arriva Cross 
Country services struck last 
Friday and Saturday in a 
dispute over rostering and 
Sunday working.

Some stations had no 
Cross Country services at all. 

RMT general secretary Mick 
Cash said Arriva was “dishing 
out cash bungs to a dangerous 
scab army of under-cooked 
management recruits to try 
and break the action”. 

Workers were due to strike 
on 24 and 31 December. 

Now the union says that 
because of the“shocking 
attitude of the company 
management” they’ve called 
two extra strike days—23 
and 27 December. 

nMERSEYRAIL WORKERS are 
set to strike again against the 
introduction of driver-only 
operation (DOO) trains.

They’ve announced a 
24-hour walkout on Friday 
22 December. If Arriva bus 
workers reject their latest 
pay offer they will be out in 
Liverpool too. 

It’s the latest action by 
RMT union members in 
a dispute that has been 
running since March. DOO 
will make train travel unsafe 
and inaccessible.

The RMT said the dispute 
would be resolved if 
Merseyside Labour politicians 
“supported their safety-
critical rail staff, instead of 
acting as human shields for 
profiteering rail companies”.

HOSPITAL WORKERS

 Fighting sick pay squeeze
ACTIVISTS IN Liverpool 
held a candlelit vigil last 
Friday to remember a 
hospital domestic worker 
who died a year earlier. They 
were also stepping up their 
campaign for better sick 
pay for hospital workers.

Freda Smith was employed 
by outsourcing company 
ISS. She was diagnosed with 

cancer but couldn’t afford to 
stay off work while recovering 
from surgery.

ISS employees can accrue 
only 12 sick days per year—
compared to six months on 
full pay and six on half pay for 
NHS employees. 

Liverpool’s deputy mayor 
Ann O’Byrne called the ISS 
policy “a disgrace”.

Remembering Freda Smith
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 FIGHT FOR TRUTH 
 ABOUT GRENFELL
by ALISTAIR FARROW

GRENFELL survivors and 
campaigners vowed to keep 
up the fight for justice as 
the inquiry into the causes 
of the fire began. 

The inquiry opened on 
Monday with two days of 
legal discussion over its pro-
cedures. It came ahead of 
the six month anniversary of 
the blaze at the west London 
tower block this week.

Grenfell was a class crime. 
Residents were ignored 
and spurned because they 
were working class, many 
were black and many were 
migrants. The same class bias 
dominates the inquiry.

Slammed
The latest hearings took place 
at the posh Holborn Bars 
venue in central London, 
over five miles from Grenfell 
Tower.  Lawyers represent-
ing the families slammed the 
venue as inappropriate.

“Had there been a greater 
level of discussion with the 
community it may have 
resulted in a different choice,” 
said one lawyer for Imran 
Khan & Partners solicitors.

One submission demanded 
the venue be moved to 
Kensington and Chelsea 
College, which is much closer 
to the tower. 

Survivors, relatives of 
the dead and activists have 
slammed the inquiry as 
unrepresentative. Lawyers 
representing people and 
organisations with “core par-
ticipant” status spoke about 

their concerns on Monday. 
Michael Mansfield QC 

argued, “In a community 
that has been ignored, what 
has happened since then has 
not restored their confidence. 
There’s a distinct feeling that 

they have not been involved.”
Around 270,000 docu-

ments are expected to be 
examined as part of a seper-
ate criminal investigation. 

Jeremy Johnson QC said 
that some 383 companies 

have potentially been “iden-
tified as having involvement” 
in the refurbishment of 
Grenfell Tower. He was 
speaking on behalf of the 
Metropolitan Police.

Six months after the fire, 

the Tories are still treating 
survivors with contempt 
and  push ing  th rough 
dangerous housing policies. 
In a statement, Labour Party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn said, 
“It is a disgrace that tower 
blocks across our country 
have still not been made safe. 

“We need answers from 
the government and we 
need action. Grenfell was an 
entirely avoidable human dis-
aster. The government must 
act now to prevent it from 
being repeated.”

Killed
It will take a fight to get jus-
tice for those killed in Grenfell 
Tower. The latest “silent 
walk” protest to remember 
the dead and fight for jus-
tice was set to take place on 
Thursday of this week. 

Justice4Grenfell activist 
Moyra Samuels told Socialist 
Worker, “The lawyers did well 
to scrutinise and identify the 
key problems with the inquiry. 

“They can’t do their job 
without people supporting 
their arguments politically. 
That makes the silent walk 
for Grenfell on Thursday 
even more important.”

THE INQUIRY is being held in the palatial Holborn Bars venue in central London, miles from Grenfell Tower 

Slurs of the right wing press seek to divide residents’ justice movement
RIGHT WING news 
sources have been 
trying desperately to 
undermine calls to 
hold those responsible 
for the Grenfell Tower 
fire to account.

It’s all part of an effort 
to divide the working class 
response to the fire. Unity 
is essential in the face of 
an establishment which is 
determined to close ranks.

Hijack
The Times newspaper 
published an 
“investigation” into 
“how the far left tried—
and failed—to hijack 
Grenfell” on Monday.

It quotes two survivors 
of the Grenfell Tower 
fire as saying they are 
not involved in the 
Justice4Grenfell campaign. 

But one of the two 
told Socialist Worker that 
he explicitly asked The 
Times not to be quoted 
and that what he did say 
was misrepresented. 

The Times appears to 
have since taken his quote 
down from its website.

The Daily Mail joined 
the attack on Tuesday.

The right wing papers 
are trying to drive a 
wedge between survivors, 
grieving families and 
activists. And they’ll 

use every dirty trick in 
their book to do it. 

But there is no divide 
between campaigners 
and survivors. 

Smear
It’s no coincidence The 
Times ran its smear 
article as procedural 
hearings for the inquiry 
began (see above).

Key to the hearings 
was the demand from 
lawyers representing the 
survivors that their clients 
have their voices heard.

Moyra Samuels of 
Justice4Grenfell said, 
“The Times article is a 
way of shutting down the 

voices of those they don’t 
want to hear—the voices 
that criticise the state.”

The article celebrated 
the “dignified silence” of 
survivors—because the 
ruling class wants them 
to go away quietly.

But survivors and 
residents have only made 
their voices heard by 
campaigning, marching 
and protesting. 

It is not a crime to 
be an “activist” fighting 
for the truth that our 
rulers want to hide. 

It’s right to shout for 
justice for Grenfell and 
refuse to bow to pressure 
from the establishment.Residents campaign, march and protest  Picture: Guy Smallman

On other pages...
Six months after Grenfell Tower fire  
residents remain homeless >>Page 17
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