
TELL ALL THE TORIES...

 SHUFFLE
 OFF NOW
 lMARCH FOR NHS SAT 3 FEBRUARY
 lDEMOS AGAINST RACISM 17 MARCH

IRAN IN REVOLT 
Socialists from Iran explain to Nick Clark 
what’s behind the protests >>Pages 10&11

Republican right
bitten by a Wolff 

New book spreads panic and fear in the 
White House  >>Page 2
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DEBATE

The right aren’t 
defenders of  
free speech
THE TORIES pretend to 
champion free speech. In 
reality the left has been at 
the forefront of defending it.

There is little freedom of 
speech under capitalism. 

Socialists want maximum 
freedom of speech, not as an 
end in itself but so that people 
can speak out against the 
system.
>>Pages 14&15

NHS

Tories’ cuts 
are behind the 
health crisis
THE MOUNTING crisis 
in the NHS is piling 
pressure on the Tories.

Theresa May claimed last 
week that the “NHS has 
been better prepared for 
these winter pressures than 
ever before”. But she was 
forced to issue a half-hearted 
apology to the thousands of 
patients facing delays.
>>Page 3

TRANSPORT

Solid train strikes 
are hurting the 
rail bosses 
STRIKES CAUSED chaos 
across six train lines 
on Monday as workers 
struck for safe and 
accessible train travel.

It’s the latest action in a 
long-running dispute over the 
implementation of driver-only 
operation trains.
>>Page 20
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lFAMILY MEMBERS and advis-
ers Jared Kushner and Ivanka 

Trump are portrayed as a power 
couple in the making. Ivanka is 
described as preparing a bid for 
president in 2020.

Kushner’s links to powerful 
men such as Rupert Murdoch and 
Henry Kissinger are revealed. He 
calls his criminal father “daddy”. 

Trump book unleashes ‘fire 
and fury’ on the White House 
TO SAY  a  new  book 
about Donald Trump—
The Fire and the Fury 
by  Mar t in  Wol f f—has 
caused a stir would be an 
understatement.

Wolff has said he wants to 
bring Trump down. Trump’s 
lawyers threatened to sue 
if the book was published. 
In response the publishers 
brought the release date 
forward. 

The book is based on some 
200 interviews. At times 
exchanges and quotes seem 
almost unbelievable, but 
Wolff’s publishers were will-
ing to go to the wall. 

Closed doors are opened 
and dirty laundry is dragged 
out through them. 

In the book’s introduction 
we’re sat at a dinner table 
alongside far right aide Steve 
Bannon, former Fox News 
CEO Roger Ailes and others. 

It is election night and Trump 
has won.

We get a glimpse of the 
arguments inside the ruling 
class. “Does he get it?” Ailes 
asks Bannon. “He gets it,” 
responded Bannon. 

Wolff  interprets this 

exchange as about whether 
or not Trump understands 
his own political programme. 

Another interpretation is 
that Ailes is asking Bannon if 
Trump understands his role 
as manager of US capitalism. 

Peppered throughout the 

book are explosive quotes. 
“Day one we’re moving the 
US embassy to Jerusalem,” 
says Bannon.

Internal warfare rages 
throughout the White House. 

People fight for their own 
agendas and try to convince 
Trump of them, but noth-
ing stays in his mind. Chaos 
reigns.   

The coverage of the book’s 
release and the subsequent 
fallout in the mainstream 
media has focused largely on 
Trump’s mental health. That 
completely misses the point.

The liberal “resistance” 
to Trump means calling him 
names and making fun of his 
supposed mental distress.

The real solution is to 
organise against everything 
he represents in society—
racism, sexism and every 
other attack on working class 
people.

lWOLFF DESCRIBES the responses 
to allegations of Russian president 

Vladimir Putin fixing the presidential 
election.

The media “saw it as the Holy Grail and 
silver bullet of Trump destruction”,

 “And the Trump White House saw it, 
with quite some self-pity, as a desperate 
effort to concoct a scandal”. 

‘You need to take it 
seriously, Donald’ 
DONALD TRUMP is painted 
as a bumbling buffoon.  

We’re invited to see 
Trump as a man-child 
“polishing off a pint of 
Häagen-Dazs vanilla ice 
cream as he idly opined 
about a range of topics.”

The subtle, and not so 
subtle, political games 
of Jared Kushner, Steve 
Bannon and others are 
torn apart in seconds by 
Trump. He sabotages a 
visit from the Mexican 
president with a tweet. 

Trump ignores the 
advice of venerable racist 
right wingers from Henry 
Kissinger to Ailes. “You’ve 
got to get right on Russia,” 
Ailes tells him. “You need 
to take this seriously, 
Donald.” “Jared has this,” 

replied Trump. “It’s all 
worked out.”

His White House is a 
shambles. Trump gives 
Bannon and Kushner 
equivalent levels of power 
and access to him. It’s a 
recipe for chaos and pulls 
Trump from position to 
position depending on who 
spoke to him last.

Chaos was strategy 
of far right Bannon 
TRUMP’S FORMER key 
adviser Steve Bannon is 
savaged.

We’re given an insight 
into his role in drafting 
Trump’s first executive 
order (EO) to implement 
the first Muslim Ban. 

He entrusted its 
drafting to Stephen 
Miller, a former member 
of staff for Jeff Sessions 
who was “unable to 
construct sentences”.  

“Bannon, during the 
transition, sent him to 
the Internet to learn 
about and to try to draft 
the EO,” writes Wolff.

“Chaos was Steve’s 
strategy,” Wolff quotes 
Trump staffer Katie 
Walsh as saying.

When asked why he 
implemented the ban 
when it would have the 
most impact Bannon 
replied, “So the 
snowflakes would show 
up at the airports and 
riot.”

He is alleged to 
be preparing his own 
presidential bid. 

The media’s Holy Grail 

 ‘ THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘What a fucking 
idiot’
Rupert Murdoch on Trump

‘Kiss the ass and 
pay homage to all 
the grey-beards’
Steve Bannon on the 
complexities of political 
fundraising

‘Seriously, can 
you see me in a 
bathrobe?’ 
Trump asks the question on 
everyone’s lips

‘I’ve never worn 
a bathrobe. And 
would never wear 
one, because I’m 
not that kind of 
guy’ 
In case you didn’t get it

‘Dignity is 
important’
Trump 

‘It’s going to be 
wild as shit’
Bannon prepares for politics 
after Trump, and a possible 
run for the presidency himself

‘The president 
fundamentally 
needs to be liked 
so badly that 
everything is a 
struggle for him’ 
Former Trump staffer  
Katie Walsh
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Former Fox CEO Roger Ailes Snowflake

Families 
that stay 
together
WOLFF portrays Trump’s 
family and team as a 
bunch of hangers-on who 
wanted to use Trump’s 
unsuccessful election as 
their own springboard 
to personal fame and 
fortune. 

Trump wanted to be 
the “world’s most famous 
man” and would use the 

election to do it. Because 
he had no intention of 
winning the election there 
was no need to clean up 
his act. 

“It certainly is an odd 
circumstance if you live 
your life without regard 
for being elected and then 
get elected,” an Obama 
administration lawyer told 
Wolff. 

“And it’s quite an 
opportunity for your 
enemies.”

Among Trump’s 
advisers Bannon appears 
to be the only one who 
thought Trump could win.

Trump had promised 
Melania Trump he would 
lose and she could go 
back to a life of idle 
luxury.

Wolff describes her 
crying on election night—
“and not tears of joy”.  

Join the 
women’s 
march   
WOMEN’S March London 
group has called a rally 
in London for 21 January. 
It’s against discrimination, 
oppression, silence and 
abuse. The women’s 
march last year, which 
took place the day after 
Trump’s inauguration, 
drew tens of thousands 
onto the streets

It was part of a global 
day of protest against 
Trump. 
Go to Facebook event Time’s 
Up Rally for more details 

AUTHOR MARTIN Wolff wants to bring Trump to book 

Melania holds back tears while
campaigning for Trump 



 NHS crisis  
 claims first  
 lives of year
AT LEAST two people have 
died this month because of 
Tory cuts to the NHS.

An 81 year old woman was 
found dead in her home in 
Clacton, Essex, after waiting 
nearly four hours for an 
ambulance.

And Peter Wilkinson from 
Chorley, Lancashire, died at 
the beginning of the month 
after waiting 98 minutes for 
an ambulance.

The official target is for 
ambulances to arrive within 
18 minutes of a call.

Their deaths are just the 
latest sign of the NHS winter 
crisis caused by Tory cuts 
and privatisation.

The East of England 
Ambulance Service (EEAST) 

said it had “more than 4,200 
calls across the East of 
England” in one day.

Dave Powell is the GMB 
union regional official who 
organises workers at EEAST. 

Powell said the figure 
showed the pressure on 
ambulance workers during 
the winter crisis and added 
that it was “much more 
widespread than the public 
is aware”.

“Three hours and 
45 minutes is totally 
unacceptable for an elderly 
woman on her own with 
chest pains,” he said.

“Something has got to be 
done and the government 
has got to wake up to this 
crisis.”

 Tories’ health cuts create  
 crisis—join health march
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE MOUNTING crisis in the NHS 
is piling pressure on the Tories.

Theresa May claimed last week 
that the “NHS has been better pre-
pared for these winter pressures than 
ever before”. 

But the prime minister was forced 
to issue a half-hearted apology to the 
thousands of patients facing delays. 

“I know it’s difficult, I know it’s 
frustrating, I know it’s disappointing 
for people, and I apologise,” she said.

Even sections of the mainstream 
media have gone for May over the 
NHS as she struggles to reassert her 
authority (see page 4). 

BBC presenter Andrew Marr told 
May that he would not have survived 
the current waiting times when he 
had a stroke in 2013.

“If I had been waiting for five 
hours before I saw a doctor after my 
stroke, I would not be here talking 
to you,” he said. “This is about life 
and death.”

The NHS winter crisis has already 
claimed at least two lives because of 
ambulance delays (see right).

More patients will die because of 
the crisis.

Forced
Some 16,893 patients were forced to 
wait more than half an hour in ambu-
lances outside accident and emer-
gency units during the week up to 
New Year’s Eve.

That’s up 42 percent from 11,900 
the week before.

Official NHS figures showed that 
the bed occupancy rate during the 
holidays was 91.7 percent—above 
the recommended 85 percent.

And the health service is short of 
more than 100,000 health workers.

That’s why Health Campaigns 
Together and the People’s Assembly 
have called a national demonstration 
in London for Saturday 3 February.

It could bring tens of thousands 
onto the streets—and is an opportu-
nity to build resistance to the Tories.

Big numbers of people joined a 
demonstration in London to defend 
the NHS last March, despite lacklus-
tre support from the trade unions.

This t ime the Unison and 

Unite unions are supporting the 
demonstration.

Richard Buckwell, chair of Notts 
Keep Our NHS Public, told Socialist 
Worker, “Everyone wants to do some-
thing about the NHS. 

“If we ever do a campaign stall, we 
always get a big response no matter 
the specific issue.”

Shut
He added, “At the moment they’re 
trying to shut a substance abuse unit 
in Nottingham.

“You’d think that would be a hard 
issue because it’s to do with people 
taking alcohol and drugs. 

But people get it when you explain 
that preventative care is better, that 
it will mean fewer people in A&E.”

Trade unions, Jeremy Corbyn 

and the whole Labour Party should 
now throw their weight behind the  
3 February demonstration.

Richard said, “Lots of people in the 
Labour Party support our campaign, 
but Labour is missing a trick by not 
getting people onto the streets.

“They only go for the more tra-
ditional methods of going through 
health scrutiny committees, getting 
people elected into the right places.

“I think some people at the top of 
Labour and the unions are starting to 
wake up. 

“But we need more to turn it 
around.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

LAST YEAR’S national NHS demonstration  Picture: Neil terry

 Protest for Becky Romero
THE FAMILY and supporters of 
Becky Romero planned to protest in 
Bristol this Saturday.

The protest was called by Nicky 
Romero, the mother of the 15 year 
old girl who died in July. 

A coroner ruled last December 
that a lack of NHS 
resources saw a “gross 
failure to provide basic 
medical attention” and 
“contributed to her death 
by neglect”.

Underfunding of mental 
health services meant 
Becky was failed at every 
turn.

She was forced to go 
to Bournemouth because 
Riverside—Bristol’s only 

adolescent mental health unit—had 
just nine beds. 

After being sent home, Becky and 
the family didn’t receive any real 
support. Despite a visit from a social 
worker and two introductory visits 
from outreach workers, the package 

left Becky vulnerable 
during the summer 
holidays.

Justice for Becky Romero 
(Protest Against Bristol’s 
Mental Health Crisis) 
Saturday 13 January, 1pm, 
Bristol. See the Facebook 
page at bit.ly/2Fh2tQC 
Read the interview with Nicky 
Romero: Mental health  
service cuts—Becky 
Romero’s mother speaks out. 
Go to bit.ly/2mdcLctBecky Romero

Ambulances were delayed last week

Peter Wilkinson died this month

Read online
lFamily launches 
campaign over the 
‘contentious’ conviction 
of Jemma Beale. Go to 
bit.ly/2FdEpht

lSocialist Worker’s 2009 
interview with  
A Sivanandan, director 
of the Race Relations 
Institue, who passed 
away last week. Go to  
bit.ly/2CQ4V1Y
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Breakfast in red

Sign up to our morning newsletter ‘Breakfast in red’ and 
get a fresh article every day.
For news and analysis on the stories that matter go to:  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe



Force out 
Tories after 
reshuffle 
kerfuffle
The Tories won’t shuffle off without 
a fight. The time to strike and protest 
is now, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans

THERESA MAY suffered blow 
after blow to her authority this 
week. 

Her reshuffle of cabinet members 
was pitched as a “relaunch” after a 
bruising 2017 when she lost three 
cabinet ministers in the space of 
three months. 

Monday ended with a fourth cab-
inet minister resigning. 

May offered education secretary 
Justine Greening a move to the 
Department for Work and Pensions 
(DWP). Greening resigned instead.

Some ministers who May tried to 
move simply refused to go—such as 
health secretary Jeremy Hunt.

May had backed Toby Young’s 
appointment to the Office for 
Students in the face of a wave of 
criticism, including from right 
wingers. But the odious bigot and 
free school fanatic jumped ship on 
Tuesday.

May did not have the power to 
get rid of her main rivals within 
the cabinet. Foreign secretary Boris 
Johnson is using Brexit to under-
mine May, but she couldn’t attempt 
to sack him.

In 1962 Tory prime minister 
Harold Macmillan sacked seven 
cabinet members in what became 
known as the “night of the long 
knives”. 

Journalists dubbed May’s reshuf-
fle as the “night of the blunt knives” 
and the “night of the plastic forks”.

Disastrous
Farce aside, May isn’t simply 
plagued by incompetence. Real divi-
sions underlie her difficulties. 

The Tories are still reeling from 
their disastrous general election 
result—and are torn by the demands 
of big business and bigotry. 

Their friends in the City of 
London and big business want to 
remain in the European Union’s 
(EU) single market because it pro-
tects their profits. 

They have the ear of chancellor 
Philip Hammond, who favours a 
“softer Brexit”.

At the same time the Tories 
want to pull people’s anger in a 

racist direction by promising to 
dump free movement for European 
migrants. They know that there is 
real anger within society at auster-
ity and deep-rooted inequality.

They have stepped back from 
getting rid of May because there is 
no obvious alternative, despite the 
election disaster. 

Bullyboy
But, as the Tories run up against the 
reality of the EU’s bullyboy negotiat-
ing tactics, these divisions can only 
get worse.

The reshuffle entrenched the 
Brexit divisions between Hammond 
and Johnson.

And Greening, who is an ardent 
supporter of the single market, is 
likely be a key part of any back-
bench Remain rebellion.

The Tories are a zombie gov-
ernment, but they won’t all just 
keel over. It is no good for the 
union leaders to wait for a Jeremy 
Corbyn-led Labour government—
we have to force them out of office.

That means building resistance 
to every Tory attack on working 
class people—and their attempts 
to divide us with racism. 

And the left has to put forward 
a socialist, anti-racist alternative 
vision of Brexit. A fightback can 
force the Tories to shuffle off.

On other pages...
Debating the way forward for the 
left >>Pages 6&7

BACK STORY
May’s reshuffle was supposed 
to be decisive and cement her 
authority. Instead...
lMinisters she tried to move just 
refused to go
lThe education secretary 
Justine Greening resigned rather 
than take a demotion to the DWP
lSexist Toby Young stepped 
down from appointment to Office 
for Students after Theresa May 
had backed him

MAY PRESIDES over a sinking ship. But, as bad as things get, the Tories will recover without struggle

Bring on the clowns—who’s up now?
David Lidington,  
cabinet office minister
Approved pepper spraying  
of prisoners

DAVID LIDINGTON will have 
all the work of the prime 
minister’s former deputy 
Damian Green—apart from the 
title First Secretary of State.

Having tried his hand at 
brutalising prisoners, May 
hopes he can keep the Tory 
benches in check. 

As justice secretary, 
Lidington began a trial of 
pepper spray Pava at four 
prisons last October. It was 
linked to 26 deaths in custody 
in the US.

He is replaced by David 
Gauke, former work and  
pensions  
secretary 
responsible 
for pushing 
through 
Universal 
Credit. 

Brandon Lewis, 
Tory party chair
Thinks high rise buildings don’t 
need sprinklers

BRANDON LEWIS replaces Sir 
Patrick McLoughlin as Tory 
party chair. Perhaps he wasn’t 
first choice. Conservative 
Central HQ (CCHQ) tweeted 
a picture congratulating 
Chris Grayling on 
becoming party 
chairman. The tweet 
was quickly deleted. 

Lewis is the 
man who in 2014 
insisted that building 
developers should 

not have to fit 
sprinklers in high 
rise buildings. 
This climate of 
deregulation 
caused the 
tragedy at Grenfell 
Tower. 

Damian Hinds,  
education secretary
Told Universal Credit claimants 
to “get a job”

Justine Greening’s 
replacement claims that he’s 
passionate about improving 
social mobility for working 
class children.

But as a junior work and 
pensions minister, Hinds’ 
job was to push through the 
brutal regime that entrenches 
inequality and poverty. 

He reacted to concerns 
about Universal Credit by 
saying people should stop 
relying on benefits and get a 
job. 

“In the run-up to Christmas, 
when many temporary 

work opportunities are 
available, Universal 

Credit works much 
better for people, 
because they are 
able to access those 

opportunities,” he 
said. 

Lidington Hinds 
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Louise Harrison

IN BRIEF 
 McDonald’s bosses forced  
 to grant some new pay rises
A SECTION of 
McDonald’s workers 
have won their biggest 
pay rise in ten years.

The firm reviews 
pay every January and 
the pay increases will 
come into effect on  
22 January.

McDonald’s worker 
Sam told Socialist 
Worker, “The pay rise 
comes months after 
our strike. That’s no 
coincidence.”

Sam’s pay is set to 
rise by 40p an hour.

“McDonald’s said in 
September that it was 
just 0.01 percent of 
workers striking,” said 
Sam. “If 0.01 percent 
can win the biggest 
pay rise in a decade 
let’s see what more of 
us can do.”

But the pay rise 
only applies to 
workers at stores 
directly owned by 
McDonald’s—around a 
fifth of the workforce.

Some 85,000 

people work in 
McDonald’s stores in 
Britain, but about  
80 percent of stores 
are franchises.

And Sam said it’s 
almost impossible to 
get the highest rates 
of pay.

Yet workers rightly 
view the pay rise as a 
victory.

Sam said, “For 
us this has been a 

morale boost. We’ve 
achieved something 
we were told we 
couldn’t.

“If we unionise 
more workers and 
hit them with more 
strikes then it will be 
easier for us to win.”

Sam’s name has been 
changed to protect their 
identity. For a longer 
version go to  
bit.ly/2FfAosQ

MCDonald’s strikers last year  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Join protest on 27 January  
 to defend Louise Harrison
SUPPORTERS of 
Louise Harrison have 
called a protest in 
Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire, on Saturday 
27 January.

Louise is a 
domestic violence 
worker and 
campaigner in the 
town. She has fought 
to defend South 
Yorkshire Women’s 
Aid (SYWA), which 
faces closure after 
the council refused to 
continue to fund it.

Louise told 
Socialist Worker, “I 
am threatened with 
the prospect of losing 

my contract at SWYA.
“We are asking the 

trustees to guarantee 
my employment and 
support women’s aid.”

Shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell said, 
“I send my support 

and solidarity to this 
campaign and petition 
initiative in support of 
Louise.”

Trade unionists and 
campaigners have 
backed her.

Author Alan 
Gibbons told Socialist 
Worker, “As a rank 
and file Labour Party 
member I agree that 
Lou should remain in 
post. She has made a 
huge contribution.”

Join the protest—
Saturday 27 January,  
12 noon, Mansion 
House, Doncaster. For a 
longer version go to  
bit.ly/2CQz1mI 

 Disgrace of Fat Cat Thursday
THURSDAY 4 January 
2018 was Fat Cat 
Thursday. 

The amount already 
grabbed this year 
by the average top 
executives passed 
the median annual 
salary of £28,758 for 
workers.

A chief executive 
can expect an average 
of £4.5 million a year.

The massive pay 
gap is an indictment 

of a system that 
allows a tiny handful 
to get outrageously 
rich at our expense.

TUC general 
secretary Frances 
O’Grady said, 
“Workers are 
suffering the longest 
pay squeeze since 
Napoleonic times, but 
fat cat bosses are still 
getting salaries that 
look like telephone 
numbers.”

But such criticisms 
don’t worry bosses. 
They just keep taking 
the money.

It’s good that the 
TUC has called a 
protest on 12 May 
around the slogan, “A 
new deal for working 
people”.

However reversing 
the pay cuts will mean 
calling and organising 
more than one protest 
and, crucially, strikes.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

RIGHT WING MYTHS OF THE 
‘WHITE WORKING CLASS’

 T  
ORY austerity  
provides a real 
opportunity to unite 
working class people in 
resistance. 

There is huge anger over 
the NHS crisis, school funding 
cuts, attacks on benefits, lack of 
affordable housing and low pay.

Meanwhile, Theresa May has 
repeatedly failed to assert her 
authority over her party and faces 
continual crisis.

The Labour Party and union 
leaders should seize on this 
crisis to organise united action. 
Instead, some are echoing tired 
stereotypes that divide us.

Shadow education secretary 
Angela Rayner gave an interview 
to the right wing Spectator 
magazine last week. She claimed 
that girls and ethnic minority 
children have been encouraged to 
get ahead at school while white, 
working class boys are left behind.

Rayner said white working class 
boys “are under the impression 
that they don’t need to push 
themselves, in the way that 
disadvantaged groups had to”.

She added, “We need to do 
much more about the culture of 
white working class.”

But there is no separate white 

working class, nor is there one 
white working class “culture”. 
The working class in Britain is 
multicultural and multi-racial. 

White workers don’t have 
separate interests to black and 
Asian workers.

Rayner’s comments, whether 
intended or not, will have been 
welcomed by racists who claim 
that white people are the real 
victims of the system.

They say white people have 
been abandoned and ignored by 
the establishment as black and 
Asian people get more attention. 

This turns the reality of 
racism on its head. And the idea 
that black people somehow get 
“special favours” is a reactionary 

attempt to undermine anti-racists.
It’s true that many white 

children are written off at school. 
And in many areas of Britain 

white people are stuck in dire 
poverty with no hope of a job. 
Many white people suffer the Tory 
assaults on benefits and pensions.

But this is because they are 
working class, not because they 
are white. And racism means that 
black and Asian workers suffer 
even more than white workers 
do. They are more likely to be 
unemployed or on low pay. 

TUC union federation figures 
confirm that there is “more 
poverty in every ethnic minority 
group than among the white 
British population”.

The fact that so many 
working class people have few 
opportunities in life should be an 
indictment of the system. 

But right wingers want 
ordinary people to blame other 
working class people instead of 
those at the top.

Black and Asian workers don’t 
cause unemployment, low pay, 
poor housing or underfunded 
services—the Tories and the rich 
do.  The whole working class has 
an interest in uniting together to 
beat them. 

NEW NAME, SAME PIGSTY
 T HE COPS’ pet watchdog, 

the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 

(IPCC), has been replaced by the 
Independent Office for Police 
Conduct.

The IPCC’s flaw was simple. 
It was not independent of the 
police.  That flaw remains. 

Its job was to protect the cops, 
not to bring justice.  That hasn’t 
changed either.The IPCC was 
formed after the Macpherson 
inquiry into the failed police 
investigation into the murder of 

black teenager Stephen Lawrence 
in 1993. The IPCC was a suitably 
New Labour body with a 
commission of people and warm 
rhetoric. 

It failed to uncover the truth 
or bring justice in thousands of 
cases. And it kept files from the 
national police computer of family 
members of people who died in 
custody. 

In the case of Mark Duggan 
it was the IPCC that was 
responsible for putting out the 
falsehood that Mark had shot at 

police first. It repeatedly let cops 
draft statements collectively. It 
often let former cops investigate 
their previous forces. 

The new body will continue 
this sterling work. What’s new is 
that it can initiate the cover ups 
on its own behalf. 

It is not in the state’s interest 
for the police to be punished.That 
is why cops don’t go to jail for 
the people they kill, regardless of 
what the watchdog is called. 

It doesn’t need a new name. It 
needs putting down for good.

There is no 
separate white 
working class or 
white working 
class culture 

‘‘ 
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A world in 
turmoil
DEBATING HOW to pull 
the deep anger at the crisis 
of capitalism to the left ran 
throughout the conference. 

Joseph Choonara set the tone 
for the conference with a session 
on A World in Turmoil. “We’re 
facing a very profound political 
and economic crisis,” he said. 

“Martin Wolf, the Financial 
Times columnist, said that we’re 
witnessing an end of Western-led 
globalisation.”

Joseph said capitalism’s 
recovery following the 2007 
financial crisis “remains 
extraordinarily weak”. He 
said this is a “result of the 
low profitability across the 
system” but that mainstream 
commentators can’t explain this.

Lessons
Delegates debated the political 
implications and lessons of the 
crisis. Hector from south London 
said repression in Catalonia had 
shown the “need for use of force 
by the state”.

Masoud from north London 
said recent protests in Iran 
were made up of people “from 
marginalised, poor parts of 
society”. He added that Trump’s 
tweet of support for them was 
“the biggest blow” and gave 
“the biggest excuse” for state 
repression.

Joseph said the erosion of 
mainstream political institutions 
can give the left opportunities. 

“A poll found that 52 percent 
of people in Germany think the 
term capitalism has negative 
connotations,” he said. “This is 
an economy that’s doing well.”

He warned about the 
experience of Greece, where left 
wing government Syriza has 
implemented austerity. 

And he said that anger won’t 
automatically boost the left but 
could help racists to grow. “The 
only thing that can stop this is 
mass mobilisation,” he said.

The impact of Corbynism in the workplaces
DELEGATES debated the 
“contradictory impact of 
Corbynism” in a session on 
workplace politics and the 
fight against austerity. 

Mark L Thomas led 
off the discussion. “The 
election gave expression 
to the immense bitterness 
at the base of society,” 
he said. The big vote for 
Corbyn “made people feel 
that they’re not alone”.

Mark said this raised the 
horizons of large numbers 
of working class people—
but also meant many 
were waiting for another 
election. 

“Labour is widely 
viewed as a government in 

waiting and that’s having 
a direct impact on the 
struggle against austerity,” 
he said.

For instance, a number 
of unions put in above-
inflation pay claims last 
autumn. Yet industrial 
action has not yet 
materialised.

Campaign
The CWU postal workers’ 
union built an impressive 
campaign over attacks 
on their conditions, but 
national strikes haven’t 
happened.

Huw, a Unison union 
member from Bristol, 
agreed that union leaders 

are subtly pushing the idea 
of waiting for a Corbyn 
victory. But he added that 
this also “makes sense to a 
lot of people”.

Julie Sherry talked about 
the significance of the 
McDonald’s strikers, who 
demanded £10 an hour.

“It might have been a 
tiny group of workers but 
by taking on a key demand 
in Corbyn’s manifesto it 
caught the mood of the 
whole movement,” she 
said.

Fran, a young teacher 
from London, said the 
party should do more 
to help young workers 
without trade union 

experience. “I’m not sure 
the party puts enough 
time into training young 
members in workplaces,” 
she said. 

Mark argued that 
political initiatives, 
chiefly around racism, 
could renew trade union 
strength. He stressed 
the Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) trade union 
conference on 10 February.

Teacher Sue argued, 
“Activity around pay isn’t 
creating a big number of 
activists, activity around 
racism is.” And health 
worker Sam said setting 
up a SUTR workplace 
group helped her organise.

Revolutionaries 
debated how 
to shape the 
political situation 
at the Socialist 
Workers Party 
conference

 T
HE SOCIALIST Workers 
Party (SWP) held its 
annual conference last 
weekend. It came as 
the Tories are in crisis, 

racism is rising and important 
developments are taking place 
in Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party.

In an early session Socialist 
Worker editor Charlie Kimber out-
lined the depth of the government’s 
problems following its disastrous 
general election performance. He 
said Theresa May is “very weak”.

But he argued that the Tories’ 
problems reflected “a much wider 
feeling against austerity, attacks 
on living standards and the politi-
cal elite”.

Charlie added, “The mood of a 
revolt against the establishment that 
was shown in the Brexit referendum 
can’t be wholly divorced from the 
shattering defeat of 8 June. 

“There is a bitter feeling in British 
society that comes out in many 
ways. Corbyn’s rise is welcome and 
has boosted campaigners. But it has 
also encouraged “a sense, particu-
larly in the trade union leaderships, 
of an attitude of ‘We’re waiting for 
Jeremy’ rather than fighting now”.

Urgency
Charlie spoke of the need to build 
resistance as a matter of urgency. 
“We can’t wait until a general elec-
tion—which could be as late as 
2022,” he said. “We need to drive 
the Tories out now.”

Charlie said socialists can play 
a role in clarifying issues and rais-
ing demands. “We have a vision of 
a workers’ Brexit,” he said. “We say 
no to the single market, the cus-
toms union and a second referen-
dum, yes to the defence and exten-
sion of freedom of movement, more 

money for public services, and work-
ers’ internationalism.

“We should fight for Labour and 
the unions to take up these demands.”

Charlie said the Tory crisis “raises 
expectations” that Labour will win 
the next election. But Labour has 
“not launched an active campaign of 
demonstrations and encouragement 
of strikes”.

He warned that, if Corbyn came to 
office, he would make demoralising 
compromises or experience immense 
hostility from the ruling class. Charlie 
argued for a movement on the streets 
and in workplaces to “defend Corbyn 
against the right, and push back 
against his hesitations and retreats”.

The SWP takes part with others in 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR). This is 
a crucial initiative to win unity in the 
working class and resist all forms of 
racism. Racism frames every aspect 
of political life, and the fight against 
it is a central part of anti-austerity 
work. 

All delegates who spoke about 
this at the conference said being 
part of SUTR is the party’s central 
priority. 

That means local organisation, 
and in particular big anti-racist dem-
onstrations on 17 March in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff.

There was debate about how to 
do this and take up all the other 

aspects of fighting the Tories and 
the system. 

Delegates agreed, “We need to 
work alongside Corbyn support-
ers but continue to argue for, and 
to build confidently and widely, an 
independent revolutionary organisa-
tion centred on struggle rather than 
parliament.”

In this discussion some 33 people 
spoke.  Moyra said that people have 
“moved left” during the campaign 
over the Grenfell Tower fire.

A number of delegates spoke 
about attacks on benefits. 

They explained how Universal 
Credit attacks people reliant on ben-
efits as well as low-paid workers.  
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Fight for trans rights
IN THE session on 
fighting against 
oppression and for trans 
rights, Sue C argued 
that “all oppressions are 
rooted in class society”. 
She added, “Women’s 
oppression is not the 
fault of trans people.”

Sue said anger at 
Donald Trump and the 
#MeToo campaign gave 
activists “a mandate 
to resist”. Sexual 
harassment scandals 
have opened up debates 
about how best to 
fight oppression.

Speakers reaffirmed 
that trans women 

are women and trans 
men are men.

But some on the 
left don’t support the 
right of people to self-
identify their gender.

Teacher Mike described 
a “vicious battle” raging 
in the NUT section of 
the NEU union over the 
issue. NEU member 
Anna shared her 
experience of supporting 
transgender students.

She said a major 
task in schools and 
colleges is to put 
forward demands, such 
as for gender neutral 
toilets and uniforms.

Votes and elections
THE conference elected 
the leadership bodies 
of the SWP. The central 
committee, which 
leads the organisation 
on a daily basis, was 
elected unopposed.

Its members are Weyman 
Bennett, Michael Bradley, 
Sue C, Alex Callinicos, 
Sally Campbell, Joseph 
Choonara, Charlie Kimber, 
Amy Leather, Lewis Nielsen, 
Brian R, Julie Sherry 
and Mark L Thomas.

Conference elected a 
national committee of 
50 members to guide the 
party’s work. The disputes 
committee is an elected 

body which looks at 
matters of discipline and 
conduct within the SWP. 

As part of it’s 
annual report back the 
committee prepared a 
statement of expected 
behaviour of members. 

This is in addition to 
the SWP’s existing policy 
and procedure against 
sexual harassment, 
and members will be 
provided with a copy. 

Each session saw a 
number of comrades agreed 
to prepare a commission to 
reflect the discussion. These 
were open to amendments 
and then voted on. 

Socialists and 
universities
LEWIS NIELSEN opened up 
a session on student politics 
and activity. He said the 
“contradictions of Corbynism” 
have played out on campus. 

Some two thirds of students 
who voted in last year’s general 
election backed Corbyn. 

But Lewis said that the 
majority of Labour societies are 
either dominated by right wing 
members or are too focused 
on internal arguments.

Socialist Worker Student 
Societies (SWSS) can 
grow by offering radical 
politics and activity. 

A key emphasis for 
students this year will be the 
student Stand Up To Racism 
conference on 3 March.

Lewis said, “There are huge 
numbers of students who 
are with us on these issues 
and are ready to fight for a 
different kind of society.”

In the discussion SWSS 
members talked about the 
debates and challenges 
students face. 

Sophie from Sheffield Hallam 
denounced Tory university 
minister Jo Johnson’s attacks 
on universities under the guise 
of defending “free speech”.

“Our Islamic society is 
scared to be political because 
of Prevent,” she said.

Bethan from Manchester 
agreed but added, “We shouldn’t 
be completely uncritical of the 
way some people on the left 
have used no platforming tactics. 
“No platforming is something 
we should reserve for fascists.”

WHICH WAY  
FORWARD?

SOCIALIST WORKERS Party members have been at the heart of building Stand Up to Racism                                          Picture: Guy Smallman 

Clarion call 
of resistance
SPEAKERS IN the Stand Up 
To Racism (SUTR) session 
underlined why the fight against 
racism is the SWP’s key priority.

Weyman Bennett argued that 
the rise of Nazi and far right 
parties across Europe showed 
the danger of leaving these 
forces unchecked. 

He emphasised the importance 
of stopping racist organisations 
such as the Football Lads 
Alliance. And he said SUTR’s role 
in the descent of Ukip showed 
how anti-racists can shape the 
political landscape.

Amy from Sheffield said SUTR 
had been invited into school 
assemblies. Ajmal from the 
University of the West of England 
said SUTR had challenged a 
visit by a Nazi group called Gays 
Against Sharia.

Evict
Jan said, “In Islington the 
majority of the SUTR group 
are Muslim women. That’s why 
when McDonald’s tried to evict 
a Muslim woman they led our 
SUTR activity.”

Weyman said a quick response 
from SUTR activists after people 
died following contact with the 
police has put the cops on the 
back foot.

Fatima from Glasgow said 
SUTR had helped to organise a 
carnival to undermine  
anti-Roma and anti-migrant 
racism. “Lots of people didn’t 
want us to have a presence,” she 
said. “But our campaign was the 
broadest united front possible 
and that made it a success.”

Weyman said Donald Trump’s 
potential visit to 
Britain gave an 
opportunity for 
protest.

He urged people 
to make the 17 

March anti-racist 
demonstrations an 
international “clarion 
call of resistance.”

Opportunities for revolutionaries today
AMY LEATHER led off a discussion on 
how to build the Socialist Workers Party. 
She said Labour’s left wing leadership 
“doesn’t end the need for independent 
revolutionary organisation”.

But she said the most difficult question 
is whether a revolutionary party can grow 
when most left wing people are attracted 
to Jeremy Corbyn. 

Amy said it was important to build 
the SWP now to prepare for the 
challenges raised by a possible Corbyn-led 
government. 

She said the best way to do this was to 
make the SWP relevant to Corbynism by 
working alongside Labour supporters in 
campaigns.

Working together would raise 
ideological questions and opportunities to 
win people to revolutionary politics. 

Twenty two people spoke in the 
discussion. 

Many described how their local 
branches have attracted new people and 
campaigners they are working with.

Nahella from Manchester said people 
sometimes weren’t ready to join the party 
but that SWP members can build political 
relationships with them.

Lucretia from Chesterfield said book 
launches “have been our biggest meetings 
and the ones where we have recruited the 
most”. 

Chris from York said socialist 
educational work can take on the right’s 
“ideological offensive”. 

Lois said Labour members in her 
area came to SWP meetings “as they’re 
not getting the activity they need from 
Labour”.

A number of delegates discussed 
how to campaign when Labour 
councils implement cuts.

Jenny reported from housing 
campaigns in Haringey. She said, 
“Mobilisation enabled a purge of 
the zombie Blairites in the council.”

Rory argued that the Corbyn 
effect in Scotland was growing but 
limited. Sharon from Birmingham 
reported on a recent bin strike. 

“The Labour council is in crisis 
over the strike,” she said. “But it 
needed the intervention of social-
ists to move forwards.” Jon from 
Portsmouth said the NHS crisis 
offered a chance to resist and that 
the SWP should “take a lead in 

building the protest in February”.
Candy from central London 

warned, “We can’t vacate the anti-
austerity territory.” 

A teacher said anti-rac-
ism is a key priority but that 
there is a danger of missing 
the boat on some things. An 
NHS worker said anti-racism is 
not separate from other cam-
paigns. “The Tories are using racism 
to divide us over the NHS,” she said. 
Socialists “have to raise anti-racist 
arguments”.

Phil from Yorkshire said, “We 
can unite people who voted for 
and against Brexit.”

Paul from Islington said the 

Labour leadership prevaricating over 
issues such as academies is “very 
worrying” and needs to be discussed. 

He argued that building Stand Up 
To Racism can “help people 
resist and let us have the 
debate”.

Voting at conference

Marching for justice for Grenfell
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 Crackdown  
 on activists  
 by Egyptian  
 authorities  
General Abdel Fatah el-Sisi’s regime 
extended a state of emergency and 
jailed two leading campaigners

E GY P T I A N  c a m p a i g n i n g  
lawyer Mahienour el-Massry 
spent her 32nd birthday in prison 
on Sunday, the third time she has 
spent it behind bars. 

Mahienour and leading trade 
unionist Moatasem Medhat were 
jailed for two years last week. 

Their “crime” is breaching a law 
on public gatherings imposed by 
British colonial authorities in 1914. 

The jailings come as General 
Abdel Fattah el-Sissi’s regime 
extended a state of emergency by 
another three months.

Mahienour and Moatasem have 
been in jail since their trial in 
November. They will appeal against 
the sentence this Saturday. 

The only witness for the prosecu-
tion is a police officer. His written 
report on the incident stated that 
the defendants had left before he 
arrived at the scene.

The Egypt Solidarity campaign 
said, “The charges relate to a dem-
onstration during the wave of pro-
tests against the transfer of the 
Tiran and Sanafir Islands from 
Egypt to Saudi Arabia.

“But it is clear that the real goal 
is to lock up campaigners who put 
themselves at risk to defend work-
ers and activists persecuted by the 
authorities.”

Mahienour is well known for 
her work defending activists, trade 
unionists and Syrian refugees from 
the authorities’ attacks. 

Charged 
She was jailed in 2015 in a case 
connected with protests over the 
acquittal of cops charged with the 
murder of Khaled Said.

He was the man whose death in 
2010 sparked the protest movement 
which paved the way for the 2011 
uprising. 

During an earlier period in jail 
she wrote from prison, “I don’t 
know much about what has hap-
pened outside since my prison sen-
tence was confirmed. 

“But I imagine that just as when 
someone else in our circles was 
jailed, cyberspace is filling up with 

slogans demanding “freedom for so-
and-so” or “the bravest are in jail” 
and so on.

“But ever since I entered 
Damanhour Women’s Prison and 
joined the other inmates, I can only 
think of one thing, ‘let’s tear down 
this class system’.”

Overcrowded 
While awaiting the latest trial, her 
sister wrote, “Mahienour is in a very 
overcrowded cell with 31 women, 
each of them gets a space of around 
50cm width to sleep in. 

They ended up dividing sleeping 
hours among them, so Mahienour 
manages to sleep for only two hours 
a day.”

Moatasem is one of the founders 
of the independent trade union at 
the Lord Company shaving equip-
ment factory. He was union secre-
tary before being victimised and 
sacked for his trade union activism. 

Mahienour and Moatasem are 
only two of tens of thousands jailed 
on trumped-up charges by Sisi’s 
authoritarian military regime. 

Solidarity messages, protests and 
support are important. 
Go to egyptsolidarityinitiative.org and 
follow Free Mahienour on Facebook 
 

On other pages...
What’s behind the protests in Iran? 
>>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
The regime in Egypt jailed two 
leading activists last week
lMahienour el-Massry is a 
campaigning lawyer and socialist 
activist 
lMoatasem Medhat is one of the 
founders of an independent trade 
union 
lThey were jailed for protests 
against the transfer of two 
islands to Saudi Arabia 
lThe jailings came as the 
Egyptian state extended a two-
year state of emergency 

 Israeli blacklist bans BDS activists
by NICK CLARK 

ISRAEL HAS published a list of 
20 organisations—including the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
in Britain—whose activists and 
senior officials are banned from 
entering the country.

The travel ban is an open 
attack on supporters of 
Palestinians and the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement. 

Other British organisations 
on the list include Friends of Al-
Aqsa and War on Want.

Israeli strategic affairs 
minister Gilad Erdan all but 

admitted the list is an attempt 
to silence and intimidate critics 
of Israel. Israel considers BDS, 
which campaigns against 
companies complicit in the 
occupation of Palestine, a 
“national security” threat.

Shifted
“We have shifted from defence 
to offence,” said Erdan. “The 
boycott organisations need to 
know that the State of Israel will 
act against them.

“No country would have 
allowed critics, who are coming 
to harm the country, to enter it.”

Meanwhile US president 
Donald Trump threatened to cut 

support to a Palestinian refugee 
agency following his speech 
declaring Jerusalem the capital 
of Israel.

Trump has said he could 
withhold payments to the UN 
Relief and Works Agency after 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
rejected Trump’s announcement. 

The agency supports refugees 
living in camps that have existed 
since 1948 when the creation of 
Israel forced tens of thousands 
of Palestinians to flee.

Notably Trump did not 
threaten to cut funding to the 
PA, which spends vast amounts 
of money on its security forces 
that cooperate with Israel’s.

 Eight more refugees killed 
UP TO 25 refugees 
may have died after a 
rubber dinghy ran into 
trouble off the coast 
of Libya last week. 

At least eight 
refugees are 
confirmed to be dead, 
but rescue agencies 
said many more were 
missing.

Refugees escaping 
war, poverty and 
violence are forced to 
make dangerous sea 
crossings to reach 

Europe from Libya 
by vicious European 
Union border 
controls.

The International 
Organisation for 
Migration says 3,116 
refugees died crossing 
the Mediterranean last 
year. 

The deaths last 
week are believed to 
be the first of 2018—
and they will likely be 
followed by thousands 
more.

THE PALESTINE Solidarity Campaign in Britain was on the list Picture: Guy Smallman

A refugee 

Palestine 
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Tories can’t 
‘lose’ history
THE ‘lost’ national 
archives (Socialist 
Worker 3 January) is 
typical Tory behaviour. 
They cover their tracks 
but history will always be 
there.  

Paddy Hanrahan
on Facebook

Truth should 
be taught
I WAS not surprised 
to read that Britain  
turned a blind eye to 
Italian fascist massacres 
in  Ethiopia (Socialist 
Worker online).

But the history of 
the British ruling class 
and their parliamentary 
servants is not taught in 
our schools enough. 

Nicki Mellor
on Facebook 

Labour no 
place for right
I READ with interest 
your expose on how 
Tory Universal Credit 
caused claimants misery 
at Christmas (Socialist 
Worker online).

Tories austerity 
policies are detrimental 
to working people. 

I want Jeremy Corbyn 
to win. But Labour is 
full of Blairites and 
closet red Tories who 
once in power will call 
for another leadership 
challenge. 

Andres Viveros
on Facebook 

Pension not 
enough to live
I HAVE been a Labour 
supporter since before I 
was made redundant at 
Blidworth Colliery. 

My pensions are just 
£76 per week—but I 
cannot survive on that. 

Devid Highfield
Nottingham

Councils must 
stop cutting
I HATE the Tories—the 
situation is criminal and 
I think this government 
should be brought to 
justice. 

My Labour council 
need to take a stand and 
stick two fingers up to 
the government and stop 
making cuts. 

Vulnerable people are 
dying because they’re 
cutting services back 
so much. More notice 
needs to be taken of 
the working class and 
disabled people.

Melanie Powell
Walsall

‘Councils must be held to 
account over abuse failings’
A RECENT court ruling could mean 
that councils won’t have to grant 
compensation to victims of abuse 
that they failed to protect.

I am a survivor of child sexual 
exploitation in Rotherham and I 
think this is a disgraceful decision 
by the judges. 

We have every right to take legal 
action against the council. 

We were beaten, kidnapped, 
trafficked, raped, failed, ignored, 
blamed and covered up—and we 
have the evidence to prove it. 

I’d like to ask the judges, if it 
was one of their children would 
they make the same decision?

Councils are responsible for 
protecting children and vulnerable 
people. But the council failed us at 
every level and played a role in 

ruining our lives. They should be 
held to account and be charged 
criminally for what they did. 

It will help give us some closure 
so we can try to move forward. 

Being abused has ruined 
people’s education and work 
prospects. A small amount of 
money can help us with education, 
or even just a family holiday. 

Everything has been such a 
fight. The discrimination we get as 
victims is horrendous and has to 
stop. 

In Rotherham, we told them 
what was happening and we were 
ignored, blamed, called liars and 
slags. 

We were told we deserved it. 
Professionals even met abusers 

and helped them to avoid 

prosecution. They didn’t just 
ignore the abuse—they facilitated 
it.

We need to speak up and come 
together. I’m in talks about a 
campaign on this. I’ll also speak 
to government departments this 
month to get the decision 
overturned. 

I won’t rest until it has been. 
This ruling will affect my case 

and thousands of others. But I 
have been fighting the council 
since 2012 and I will continue to 
do so. 

They’re trying everything in 
their power to make things 
difficult for us, but they need to 
realise we’re not going away. 

Sammy Woodhouse
Rotherham

NHS crisis 
is no shock
I’M NOT surprised at all to 
read the recent news 
coverage about the crisis in 
the NHS. I work in the 
health service and I’ve 
come to expect stories like 
this and the situations my 
team have to deal with. 

I’m a community 
psychiatric nurse and I 
work with older people, a 
lot of whom have dementia.

A lot of problems our 
team deal with arise 
because there simply isn’t 
enough nurses or care 
homes.

It’s getting worse, partly 
because the beds in the 
homes are going to the 
people with the least 
challenging care needs. 

We’re having people sit 
in hospitals for months on 
end. The homes get a 
choice of who they admit, 
and often they will pick 
those who have the least 
complex needs.

You can see the effects of 
austeriy in the mental 
health sector. The more 
depressed people are the 
more our services are 
needed. A lot of nursing 
and care homes are private, 
there’s no social services 
homes available. 

The staff are pretty worn 
out—it’s getting to a point 
where they want to leave, 
staff positions aren’t getting 
replenished and nurses 
can’t afford to train. The 
NHS needs funding 
properly.

 People like Richard 
Branson need to be stopped 
from taking out contracts 
they think are lucrative. 

The health service needs 
to be renationalised and 
social care should be 
properly provided by 
councils. The private 
companies just want the 
least risk for the most 
profit. 

Mark Bem
Manchester

They don’t deserve a 
seven percent pay rise
MY TRADE union of over 
30 years is in a campaign to 
end the public pay pinch 
and rightly so. 

Since the financial crash 
of 2008 my fellow GMB 
union members have 
endured wage freezes in 
most sectors at some point 
and meagre pay increases. 

In November the 
regional secretaries 
awarded themselves a  
7.2 percent (£5,000) pay 
increase on their salary—
which already includes 

expenses! This smacks of 
hypocrisy of the highest 
order. 

GMB’s members struggle 
along largely as a result of 
the behaviour of the City 
high flyers who crashed the 
banks in 2008. 

But it is truly Orwellian 
to lecture the greedy 
bankers while trade union 
barons award themselves 
salaries our members could 
only dream of. 

GMB member
North East England

Just a 
thought...

Corbyn should publicly support BDS

Boycotts are  
a crucial tool
THE GUARDIAN newspaper 
recently reported that that 
“Corbyn does not back 
Israel boycotts”. This will 
come as a huge  
disappointment to many of 
his supporters who backed 
him thinking he supported 
Palestinian rights.

Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) was called 
for by Palestinian 
organisations and deeply 
worries the Israeli 
government. There is a vast 
difference between the 

people motivated by fair 
values who side with the 
Palestinians and the 
political elite who are 
pro-Israel, including our 
last four prime ministers. 
Corbyn has a chance to 

break this mould.
It is the most effective 

solidarity action we can 
take. Time to back it, 
Jeremy.

Frank Stone
Norfolk



 Protests exploded onto the streets of Iran at the end of December. 
Thousands of people from the poorest sections of society have 
protested against poverty, unemployment, and corruption. 
Nick Clark spoke to two Iranian socialists, Nima Soltanzadeh 
and Massoud (not his real name), about what lies behind the 
protests—and what they mean for the struggle in Iran

 THE CRISIS in Iran is 
deeply rooted. Its origins 
stretch back to the 
outcome of the Iranian 

Revolution in 1979.
The revolution saw masses of 

ordinary people overthrow the 
Shah of Iran—a dictator and key 
ally of the US. Iranian society 
under the Shah was vastly 
unequal. Abject poverty existed 
alongside fabulous wealth. 

But a slump in 1977 led to 
protests of thousands of slum 
dwellers against the Shah. Over 
time these protests spread and 
became a mass revolt involving 
strikes, workers’ councils and 
insurrection. 

Yet there was a battle for 
leadership of the revolution. 
The cleric Ayatollah Khomeini, 
representing a section of the 
Iranian middle class, installed 
himself as head of state. 

He opposed the workers’ 
councils and called for “national 
unity” across classes against 
the US. The Iranian left broadly 
went along with this—others 
were murdered.

The overthrow of the Shah 
was a blow to imperialism, but 
now Iran was isolated. Iran’s 
new ruling class needed greater 

control of the economy to 
prevent economic collapse. 

It also needed to fund a 
war against Iraq which under 
Saddam Hussein—armed and 
funded by the US—invaded Iran 
in 1980.

Vast sections of the country’s 
industry were nationalised and 
run as capitalist enterprises on 
behalf of the state. The economy 
became dominated by state-
owned monopolies.

There was a new welfare 
system that benefited millions 
of people, as well as spending 
on healthcare and education, 
price controls and subsidies for 
essential goods. But there was 

also the rise of a new, rich ruling 
class linked to the state-owned 
industries.

The war against Iran was 
drawn out, destructive and 
bloody. Hundreds of thousands of 
people on both sides were killed. 
The Iranian government survived 
but after the war ended in 1988 
it looked towards the free market 
to “open up” Iran’s economy.

This involved privatisation, 
cuts to subsidies and opening 
up the economy to foreign 
investment. 

Iran’s ruling class split broadly 
into two factions—“reformists” 
who promoted the economic 
changes and improved relations 
with the West, and conservative 
“hardliners” linked to the old 
economy.

Yet much of the privatised 
industries were bought up by 
people or institutions linked to 
the state including the military 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
Corps.

Privatisation gathered pace 
under “hardliner” president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

Iran’s reformists gathered 
support by promising that their 
reforms would lead to economic 
growth, higher wages and more 

jobs. Yet while Iran’s ruling class 
grew richer, ordinary Iranians 
lost out. 

Workers faced cuts to 
subsidies and benefits while 
relaxed labour laws worsened 
their rights and conditions.

Meanwhile plans to 
“normalise” relations with 
the West failed. After Trump’s 
election the US abandoned a 
closer relationship with Iran in 
favour of more sanctions and 
confrontation. 

And Iran’s interests in the 
Middle East, which include 
expansion into Iraq and Syria, 
bring it into conflict with the 
West.

Today the Iranian 
government’s promises 
to ordinary people look 
increasingly empty.

As Nima told Socialist Worker, 
“In the last few years we’ve had 
small protests such as sit-ins in 
front of parliament. We’ve also 
had repression.

“Part of the anger has come 
out of the high expectations 
for change when Rouhani was 
elected in 2013. 

“His election opened up the 
space for protests and people 
stepped in to make use of that.”

Iran’s interests in 
Syria and Iraq have 
brought it into 
conflict with the 
Western powers

‘‘ 

A popular revolution in 1979 and ongoing splits in Iran’s ruling class 
lies behind the crisis as divisions have opened up the space for protest

 IRAN IN
 REVOLT

How did the protests 
start and what is fuelling 
them?
Nima The initial protest started in 
Mashhad. It’s the second biggest 
city in Iran, also a religious city. 
That was initiated by conservative 
hardliners who wanted to 
undermine president Hassan 
Rouhani’s government.

They said the government’s 
economic policies have not 
benefited the poor, using the kind 
of populist rhetoric we’ve always 
had in the Islamic Republic. But 
that small protest was taken over 
immediately by people looking 
for an opening to voice their own 
frustrations.

So the demonstration grew 
larger and the slogans targeted 
the supreme leader Ali Khamenei 
and Rouhani.

From there the protests spread 
to nearly 70 cities, mainly in 
provincial areas.

Massoud At the basis of 
the protests is very broad 
dissatisfaction with the economic 
situation—rising prices, and the 
bankruptcy of some financial 
institutions. There is a broad 
sense of disillusionment and 
pessimism among the young 
generation about their future.

Students at Tehran university 
chanted, “Bread, labour and 
freedom”. The young generation 
feels insecure. Even high school 
students look at their fathers and 
older brothers who don’t have jobs.

Before these big protests we 
had demos almost every week 
by people who had lost money in 
bankrupt financial institutions, or 
who have housing problems. We 
had strikes. The movement is an 
expression of this dissatisfaction. 
It is not completely new, but it is a 
new phase with new slogans.

Who is protesting?
Nima The backbone of the Green 
Movement protests of 2009 was 
largely middle class, although 
others did participate.

Now we have the lower 
classes on the streets—and 
a particular marginalised 
group among them. These 
are really the protests of 
the forgotten. Mainly the 
unemployed, which is why 
the protests are mostly in 
small cities—the protests 
in Tehran have been quite 
small.

The backbone of the 
protests are young men in 
their twenties, because 
youth unemployment is 

around 30 percent officially. In 
some of these small cities it goes 
above 50 percent.

Also in these small cities they 
don’t have the same opportunities 
to find a job in the informal sector 
as they do in Tehran. So they 
don’t have much to fall back on.

And there is the problem of 
climate change—agriculture has 
suffered drought.

All that comes together and 
gets immediately politicised so 
the government and supreme 
leader become targeted.

In the budget two weeks ago 
lots of money went to institutions 
aligned to the conservatives and 
the clerics. Now people are raising 
the slogan, “Why are they getting 
money without paying taxes?”

People are also asking why 
is money going to Syria and 
war? This is actually not a bad 
slogan. It’s a kind of anti-war, 
internationalist slogan. 

But there is a more negative 
side that is anti-Arab and 
nationalist. That’s 

reflected in slogans such as, “Not 
Gaza, not Lebanon—we give our 
lives for Iran.” But others raise 
the slogan, “Both Gaza and Iran—
death to oppressors everywhere.”

Massoud It is completely different 
to the Green Movement. This 

movement is a break with the 
regime and its factions.

Up until now the protests 
were conducted by a faction 
of the regime, so-called 
reformers. They didn’t allow 
it to become radicalised. 
Now slogans have gone 

to the extreme—“Down with 
the Islamic republic. Death to 

Khamenei. Death to Rouhani.”
It is not surprising that the 

reformists have come out 
against this movement. 

Some very brazenly 
asked for its 
suppression.

US president Donald 
Trump and Israeli prime 
minister Binyamin 
 Netanyahu have backed 
the protests for their  
own ends. What should 
the left’s attitude be?
Massoud The regime is trying to 
attribute this movement to the 
US, Mossad, Saudi Arabia and 
monarchists. 

Of course US imperialism, 
Saudi Arabia and Iran’s rivals are 
trying to take advantage of the 
situation. But it’s nonsense to say 
they control it. This is completely 
spontaneous.

It’s true that the Iranian regime 
has opposed US imperialism, 
Israel and Saudi Arabia. But this 
cannot prevent our working class 
from fighting for its own demands.

Protesters confronting the police in Dorud on 30 December  Picture: PA

‘These are real working class 
people fighting. If you are silent or 
say you are suspicious, they will 
put their hopes in the bourgeois 
opposition and imperialists’
Massoud

It’s unprincipled for the left not 
to support the protests. This just 
leaves it to the right to influence 
such a movement. 

These are real working 
class people fighting. When 
you are silent or say you are 
suspicious, they put their hopes 
in the bourgeois opposition and 
imperialists.

When people see no left 
movement or left party in the 
world supporting them, they will 
depend on the right. This has 
happened in the Middle East 
frequently and it has been fatal to 
these movements.

Nima The left has to take a side 
with those who are on the street, 
but definitely warn against the 
role of imperialism.

People are right to be disgusted 
by Trump’s offer of support for 
the protests. Trump has not been 
a friend of Iranians. Netanyahu 
and the autocrats in Saudi Arabia 
don’t have moral authority to side 
with people who want democracy, 
women’s rights etc.

The US has put people from 
Iran on its no-travel list. This puts 
restrictions on people from Iran 
who want to travel to study or get 
medical treatment.

Inside Iran the price of 
medicine has gone up because 
of economic sanctions enforced 
by the US. Sanctions have really 
hurt the Iranian economy and the 
majority of people.

Prices go up, unemployment 
goes up. Lots of industries have 
gone bankrupt. 

But the US could hurt 
the protests by giving the 
conservatives in Iran the pretext 
that they are being driven by 
foreign powers. The majority of 
Iranians are very much attached 
to their national independence.

The Iranian Revolution 
was about gaining Iranian 
independence. They have gained 
independence, now they want to 

add social justice and democracy 
to it. People were quite angry in 
Iran about Trump’s travel ban. The 
same is true for Saudi Arabia or 
the role of Israel.

These will definitely try to 
manipulate the protests. But it 
doesn’t give them any control 
over what is happening on the 
ground.

What future do you see 
for the movement?
Nima The crucial question is 
whether larger segments of the 
working class will join. In the last 
six months we’ve had protests 
by bus drivers, by teachers. By 
retirees who didn’t get their 
money and people who lost 
money because the banks went 
bankrupt. These protests built on 
that anger.

The problem is the majority 
of Iranians are not joining the 
protests yet. So we have to see 
what happens next.

Massoud The protests have 
caused a serious problem for the 
regime. But we know this was 
completely spontaneous and 
without organisation. 

The regime has mobilised a 
big machine of repression. The 
current wave of protests might 
not last a long time. The regime 
may temporarily suppress the 
movement. The energy may be 
depleted for a short time. But the 
economic crisis still exists. 

Even when this movement 
stops, there are still campaigns of 
the unemployed and against the 
bankrupt financial institutions. 

This movement gave new 
courage to people that they can 
stand against this regime.

‘Now we have the lower classes on 
the streets, the marginalised and 
forgotten, mainly the unemployed, 
which is why the protests are 
mainly in the small cities’
Nima

The 2009 ‘Green Revolution’ in Iran was
led by middle classes

The left in Iran must be able to oppose oppressors everywhere

More on line
For more on the Iranian Revolution, 
go to bit.ly/2CYjuhM and 
bit.ly/2m32Ypw
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WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRIGHTON
Marxism and religion
Thu 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Abortion Wars—the fight 
for reproductive rights
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ. 
Book launch with 
author Judith Orr
YORK
Why we need a revolution 
to end racism
Wed 31 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Priory Street 
Community Centre,
15 Priory St,
YO1 6ET

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Tue 16 Jan, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
British justice—no 
justice, no peace
Thu 18 Jan, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
What do we mean by 
workers’ power?
Wed 17 Jan, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Antonio Gramsci and the 
revolutionary party
Wed 17 Jan, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRISTOL
Rosa Luxemburg—a 
revolutionary for today
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CAMBRIDGE
Zimbabwe, Mugabe 
and colonialism
Thu 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
CB5 8HP
CARDIFF
A rebel’s guide to 
Alexandra Kollontai
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
COLCHESTER
The fight for LGBT+ 
liberation today
Thu 25 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Oyster Room,
Hythe Community Centre,
CO1 2FG
COVENTRY
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 24 Jan, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,
CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
Myanmar and the 
Rohingya—the bloody 
price of Islamophobia
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street,
DN1 3NJ

DUNDEE
The working class and 
the Iranian Revolution
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
How was the Russian 
Revolution lost?
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Prospects for 
socialists in 2018
Thu 18 Jan, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
Alternative facts, Trump 
and power—media in 
the 21st century
Wed 24 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP
HULL
The rise of the far right 
in Europe—how can 
we fight fascism?
Thu 18 Jan, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,HU6 7RZ
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Will capitalism 
destroy us all?
Thu 18 Jan, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
Sexism and the system— 
the fight for women’s 
liberation
Thu 18 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close 
to the Tube station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: CENTRAL
Going beyond the binary 
—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Thu 18 Jan, 6.15pm, 
Room 215, 
UCL Foster Court Building,
Malet Place,
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Rent strikes, squatting and 
protests—how we can fight 
for the homes we need
Wed 24 Jan, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Sexism and the system— 
the fight for women’s 
liberation
Wed 17 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Can Corbyn deliver? Is 
Britain a democracy?
Thu 18 Jan, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

NOTTINGHAM
Sexism and the system—the 
fight for women’s liberation
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
PORTSMOUTH
Palestine, Trump 
and resistance
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Sexism and the system—the 
fight for women’s liberation
Thu 18 Jan, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Prospects for 
socialists in 2018
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Thu 18 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,SA20BP
YORK
Brexit—why do we oppose 
the single market?
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

HUDDERSFIELD
The Tories, benefits and 
Universal Credit
Wed 17 Jan, 7pm, 
The Wesley Suite,
Huddersfield Mission,
3-13 Lord Street,
HD1 1QA
Speakers: Heyden Alexander, 
John Coan, Sheryl Odlum, 
Nick Ruff, Cath Williams
NATIONAL 
Stand Up To Racism Trade 
Union Conference 
Sat 10 Feb 2018,  
11am-4.30pm,
Central London.
Register at bit.ly/2jj3p0p
March against racism
Sat 17 Mar 2018,
Demonstrations in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff. 
Called by Stand up to Racism. 
Go to standuptoracism.org.uk
Marxism Festival
Thu 5 Jul-Sun 8 Jul 2018,
Central London. 
marxismfestival.org.uk

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 18 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,S40 1QN

EXETER
Sat 20 Jan, 2pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill, EX4 3RG

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 18 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House 
Lane, LA1 1TX

LONDON: BRIXTON
Wed 17 Jan, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd, SW2 1EP

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 18 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 18 Jan, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 17 Jan, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove,
E15 1HP

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 17 Jan, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG

NORWICH
Thu 18 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

OXFORD
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

SCARBOROUGH
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 17 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

What’s behind the protests in Iran?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

International Socialism 157
Sue Caldwell on  
Marxism, feminism 
and transgender 
politics

Alex Callinicos on 
Zimbabwe after 
Mugabe

Martin Upchurch 
asks is globalisation 
finished?

Out now, £5. isj.org.uk 
0207 840 5640
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BOOK
THE COTTON FAMINE
by Mark Krantz  
Published by Red Roof  
£4 
Go to redroofpublishing 
company.blogspot.co.uk/

THIS NEW pamphlet tells 
the story of how textile 
workers in Lancashire 
came to support the 
abolition of slavery in the 
US.

It dispels the myth that 
textile workers refused to 
handle cotton. The Civil 
War in the US between 
1861 and 1865 had 
brought the British textile 
industry to its knees. But, 

rather than side with the 
slave-owning southern 
states, workers packed out 
meetings to support the 
fight against slavery.

There are complex 
questions about the fight 
to end slavery which are 
alluded to. For instance, 
Abraham Lincoln’s 
hypocrisy in saying he 
supported abolition to 
one group and then the 
opposite to another.

The meat of the 
pamphlet is excellent at 
showing how the British 
working class was on the 
right side of history, and 
dragged the vacillating 
ruling class behind them.
Alistair Farrow

 McMafia brings the bosses’  
 infighting to our TV screens
New BBC thriller is best when it shows that the line between “good” and 
“bad” capitalists is as thin as a cigarette paper, argues Tomáš Tengely-Evans
MCMAFIA GRAPPLES with the 
differences between “good” and 
“bad” capitalism—and makes thrill-
ing drama at the same time.

The BBC series is based—loosely—
on journalist Misha Glenny’s book, 
which looked at organised crime 
across the world.

In the adaptation the fictional 
Godman family is dispossessed by 
Vadim Kalyagin, a powerful Russian 
drug magnate. Some oligarchs, who 
got rich quick, fell out of favour with 
the Kremlin in the chaos of 1990s 
Russia.

Now living as exiles in London, the 
Godmans wallow in wealth and alien-
ation. Their son and the show’s pro-
tagonist Alex had an affluent upbring-
ing near Knightsbridge. Father Dimitri 
drinks and dreams of Moscow. Uncle 
Boris also dreams—of revenge.

The tension between “good” and 
“bad” capitalism is personified by 
Alex’s relationship with Dmitri. It plays 
out in their day to day interactions. 

Transparent
Alex builds his investment fund, 
Godman Capital, using legal means, 
focusing on being “transparent” and 
“ethical”.

But disaster strikes in the first epi-
sode. As investors pull their money 
from Godman Capital following 
rumours, he is forced to go to dodgy 
Uncle Boris. 

Alex is increasingly pulled into 
a murky world. Beneath his public 
school politeness, he is capable of 
ruthlessness, sometimes to his own 
surprise. With successful business 
deals come the death of rivals and 
unwilling partners. 

Because of his slow descent Alex 
is an uncomfortably sympathetic 
protagonist. And, at times, the gulf 
between gentlemen and gangsters is 
played up too much. But the show 
also hints that organised crime isn’t 
just a carbuncle on capitalism. 

Banker Sydney Bloom is keen to 
lecture on the need for ethical cap-
italism, lest ordinary people lose 
faith in the free market. He made 
his “clean money” stripping down 
African ports. 

McMafia has ranged from gang 
warfare in Moscow to human traf-
ficking in its first two episodes.

Its plot could develop into a story 
about a good man’s descent into capi-
talism’s underbelly. 

It also has much richer potential to 
point to how organised crime is part 
of the swindle at the heart of capital-
ist society. And that “good” and “bad” 
capitalism are two sides of one rotten 
system. 
McMafia is on BBC One on Sundays at 
9pm. Also available on iPlayer

Degas’s contradictions and shock value
AN EXHIBITION of drawings 
by Edgar Degas (1834-1917) 
is an excellent introduction to 
the work of one of the most 
influential artists of the  
19th century.

It features a series of his 
drawings of the ballet, women 
bathing, horse racing and other 
themes.

These fragile objects (often 
drawn on tracing paper) have 
the most brilliant combination 
of classical drawing and 
revolutionary use of colours and 
new techniques.

His ballet dancers are caught 
in strenuous movement or 
exhaustion. 

Degas wanted to show them 
“cracking their joints”, the sweat 
and the pain. 

A group of women in a 
laundry are seen as doing hard 
physical work.

Degas was born into a well-off 
family of bankers but trained as 
an artist from a young age.

Leading
He became a leading figure 
in the group known as the 
Impressionists (although Degas 
preferred to call himself a 
Realist or Independent).

Degas was an antisemite, 
made misogynistic comments, 
and his depiction of women 

is contradictory. Some have 
criticised his drawing as 
intrusive or revelling in 
vulnerability. 

But it’s also true that the 
subjects are not served up in a 
way that suggests they should be 
gazed at. The exhibition includes 
Woman Looking Through Field 
Glasses, who looks directly at us 
in the most assertive way—an 
artistic shock for the time. 

Unlike so many, this exhibition 
is free. See it if you can.
Charlie Kimber
Degas from the Burrell at the National 
Gallery, London, until 7 May. Free. 
For more information go to  
bit.ly/2wEnWNO

A SECTION of Jockeys in the Rain, 1886, by Degas 

Exhibition
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T
HE Tories are 
a p p a r e n t l y 
d e s p e r a t e 
t o  d e f e n d 
free speech. 
Former univer-

sities minister Jo Johnson 
had appointed odious free 
schools fanatic Toby Young 
to head up a new Office for 
Students.

This will police universi-
ties to check whether they 
are protecting freedom of 
speech. Those found want-
ing could be fined — or even 
suspended from operating.

This is part of pushing 
the government’s “British 
values” which supposedly 
include free speech.

It’s nonsense.
There is little freedom 

of speech under capitalism. 
Laws such as copyright and 
libel law limit what can be 
said and published. 

But more importantly capi-
talism prioritises the rich—so 
those with the most money 
get to shout the loudest. The 
tiny group of people who own 
and control the media have a 
daily platform to push their 
opinions.

Government ministers and 
those deemed “respectable” 
get invited onto news bulletins 
to air their views. Meanwhile 
the state limits the right of 
ordinary people to express 
themselves.

In Britain the government’s 
Prevent strategy has seen 
Muslim speakers banned, chil-
dren questioned at school and 
Islamic groups harassed.

Ordered
The state banned schools from 
teaching “the acceptability of 
homosexuality” until the law was 
repealed in 2003. Today schools 
have been ordered to promote 
“British values” to children. 

Meanwhile the Trade Union 
Bill makes it even harder for 
workers to make their voices 
heard through strikes. Their 
slashing of legal aid cuts makes 
it harder for poorer people to 
challenge injustice and fight for 
their rights in the courts.

States also sometimes use 
violence, repression or cen-
sorship to suppress dissenting 
views. Protesters have been 
jailed after using their free 
speech by joining demonstra-
tions, such as the student fees 
protests in 2010 or the anti-poll 
tax protest in 1990.

And governments in the US 
and Britain are currently trying 
to impose more restrictions on 
the internet. In the US groups 
seen as “controversial”, such as 
revolutionary socialists, could 
be banned by internet service 
providers.

The right presents itself as 
the champion of free speech 
fending off intolerant Muslims 
and left wing students. In real-
ity the left has been at the fore-
front of defending free speech.

This includes defending the 
right of Palestinian societies to 
organise, and building solidar-
ity with activists hounded by 
the state in Egypt.

It means supporting people 
facing persecution such as Chris 
Stephenson, a socialist lecturer 
in Turkey who was charged 
with possessing “propaganda 
for a terrorist organisation”.

But supporting free speech 
doesn’t mean that anything 
goes. People who talk of “polit-
ical correctness gone mad” and 
claim they can’t say what they 
want really want the freedom to 
be offensive.

Context matters.
There is a big difference 

between protesting at the pow-
erful and targeting oppressed 
groups.

When the Charlie Hebdo mag-
azine published cartoons mock-
ing the prophet Mohammed in 
2012, it claimed it was exercis-
ing its freedom of speech. Yet 
when people in France wanted 
to protest against the cartoons 
the French authorities banned 
the protests.

What Charlie Hebdo did 
was make Muslims, who were 
already under severe attack, an 

object of ridicule by mocking 
their faith. The cartoons made 
it easier for every other racist to 
have a go at Muslims and made 
Islamophobia more acceptable.

It was the same in 2005, 
when the Danish paper Jyllands-
Posten published Islamophobic 
cartoons. The next year, a 
number of right wing papers 
across Europe reprinted them.

They loftily declared that 
they were promoting free 
speech. In reality they were 
promoting racism.

Justified
Die Welt in Germany said the 
reprinting of the cartoons was 
justified because free speech is 
an “absolute”. We’ve already 
seen that this is rubbish.

In fact, everyone accepts limits 
to free speech. That’s why, for 
example, the mainstream press 
wouldn’t publish child pornogra-
phy in the name of free speech. 

The right claims that left 
wingers who oppose bigots are 
intolerant. But they are attack-
ing the left in order to advance 
their own nasty agenda.

For instance, some have 
denounced  p rog re s s i ve 
anti-racist campaigns such as 
the Rhodes Must Fall cam-
paign at Oxford university. 
Others have smeared Palestine 
supporters as antisemitic for 
criticising Israel.

Jo Johnson claimed that 
students at some universities 
had drawn up lists of “trig-
ger words” that shouldn’t be 
used, and demanded books be 
removed from libraries.

Yet much of the media’s 
reporting on the banning of 
speakers at universities is 
false or exaggerated. The right 
are seizing on either false or 
exceptional examples to push 
through a more general attack. 

Socialist Worker is not in 
favour of banning people from 
speaking—except if they are 
fascists.

Fascists aren’t just people 
who have obnoxious ideas. 
They organise to try and bring 
about a society that will get rid 
of all our rights. To defend free-
dom of speech for Nazis is to 
aid groups that want to demol-
ish all of our freedoms.

And allowing them a plat-
form lets Nazis pose as just 
another legitimate, political 
party. It helps them to hide 
their true agenda.

Student groups, unions and 
others have every right to dem-
ocratically decide to have a no 
platform policy for fascists in 
their colleges, universities and 
workplaces.

But no platform is a specific 
tactic that has proven effective 
in stopping fascist groups from 
growing. It shouldn’t be applied 
to everyone who holds reac-
tionary opinions.

So it was wrong for Charlie 
Hebdo and Jyllands-Posten to 
print racist cartoons, but they 
shouldn’t be banned. Likewise 
the Daily Mail and Sun news-
papers, both of which pub-
lish racist and sexist cartoons, 
images and articles, shouldn’t 
be banned.

FREEDOM
 OF SPEECH 
FOR ALL?
The Tories claim to be battling to defend free speech 
in universities, but Sadie Robinson explains that not 
everyone has the same freedom of speech as the rich 

No platform is a 
specific tactic 
that stops 
fascist groups 
from growing

‘‘ 
Palestine protesters

READ MORE
lShould fascists be 
allowed freedom of 
speech?  
bit.ly/1U9TKmO 

lShould we be in favour 
of free speech? 
bit.ly/2Ec2GDo 

lFascism: What it is and 
How to Fight it 
by Leon Trotsky 

lCountering extremism in 
British schools? 
by Theresa O’Toole and 
John Holmwood 
£12.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

TORIES TOBY 
Young (top) and 
Jo Johnson (above) 

Giving the state more powers 
to decide what can and can’t be 
said and published will mean 
more clampdowns on left wing 
and oppressed groups.

It is understandable why 
some people do favour bans 
on racists, sexists, homophobes 
and transphobes. There is real 
oppression under capitalism and 
many people suffer violence and 
abuse because of it. This leads to 
all kinds of reactions and argu-
ments about how to respond.

But the best response is one 
that empowers people. So there 
should be protests against sex-
ists, racist and Tories.

When the racist Ukip party 
launched its manifesto for 
last year’s general election, 
Socialist Worker supporters 
were at the heart of a protest 
that disrupted it. Socialists and 
others have led protests against 
 anti-abortionists including the 
Spuc group, and demonstra-
tions at Miss World contests.

Challenging
Socialist Worker supported the 
Filipino health workers who 
rallied outside the Daily Mail 
offices in 2015 in protest at a 
racist feature.

We are for challenging the 
sexists and the racists—through 
actions by ordinary people, not 
bans from the authorities. This 
kind of action can give people 
more confidence and involve 
more people in political activity.

Right wingers, who have no 
qualms about banning Muslim 
speakers, claim that such pro-
tests undermine free speech. 
Some have said that protests 
against MPs undermine democ-
racy. In fact these things are 
expressions of free speech and 
democracy. We should accept 
no limits on our rights to pro-
test against the powerful.

Organising protests is also 
an opportunity to engage with 
people who might hold some 
reactionary ideas. Under 
capitalism, people tend to 
have a mix of ideas. They 
may support the NHS on 
the one hand and back 
more immigration con-
trols on the other.

I t  would be 
wrong to write 
off these people 
because we don’t 
like some of their 
views. The dom-
inant ideas in 
society are the 
ideas of the ruling 
class, so many 
people will accept 
some of them.

The solution isn’t bans that 
shut down debate. Instead we 
should be confident about win-
ning people away from racist 
or sexist ideas—and fight to 
engage people in struggles that 
can transform them.

This has been done before. 
During the 1970s women 
fought for trade unions to sup-
port abortion rights—and they 
won. Workers also successfully 
organised to shift unions over 
other issues, such as opposing 
homophobia.

Socialists want the maxi-
mum freedom of speech, not 
as an end in itself but so that 
people can speak out against 
the system. 

We also want a socialist 
world where freedom of speech 
isn’t crushed by the rich.

Demanding Rhodes Must Fall at Oxford university in 2016

HISTORY

A stark warning for today— 
Clara Zetkin on fascism

Socialist Clara Zetkin’s 
analysis of fascism in 
the 1920s can help 
us today, says Tomáš 
Tengely-Evans

ACROSS EUROPE fascist 
forces are trying to grow 
from the crisis in capitalism.

It’s not the first time that 
socialists have had to grapple 
with what fascism is—and 
how to fight it. A book of 
revolutionary socialist Clara 
Zetkin’s writings on fascism 
from the 1920s, edited by 
John Riddell and Mike Taber, 
offers important insights 
for anti-fascists today.

Following the First World 
War socialists were faced 
with a host of reactionary 
forces. The Russian 
Revolution of 1917 had 
inspired a revolutionary 
wave across Europe, but 
the old order wasn’t about 
to give up its wealth and 
power without a fight. 

In Russia the Whites, 
forces loyal to the old Tsarist 
dictatorship, waged a bloody 
civil war against the new 
workers’ government. 

In Germany the Frei 
Korps, right wing bands 
of former army officers, 
were used to put down 
the left and workers.

Similarly in Hungary, 
Admiral Miklos Horthy’s 
troops drowned the Hungarian 
workers’ revolution in blood.

In Italy the workers’ 
movement faced a deadly 
threat—Benito Mussolini’s 
Italian Fasci of Combat.

Terror
Many on the left didn’t 
differentiate between 
fascism and other forms 
of reaction. Zetkin wrote 
that the “characteristic 
outlook of many reformist 
social democrats” is that 
“fascism is merely a form 
of bourgeois terror”.

Fascism’s “character 
and effects were thought 
to be similar to those of 
the Horthy regime”, which 
murdered 5,000 and jailed 
75,000 after the revolution.  

Zetkin argued that the 
fascists in Italy represented 
a unique threat compared to 
other right wing reactionary 
forces. “Even though the 

Horthy regime employs 
the same bloody, terrorist 
methods, the historical 
essence of the two is entirely 
different,” she wrote.

For Zetkin, fascism emerged 
as a failure of socialist 
revolution to break through.

The petty bourgeoisie—
shop keepers, farmers, small 
time capitalists—fell in behind 
the rising workers’ movement. 
When revolution didn’t 
break through, many swung 
rightwards in demoralisation. 

They were squeezed by the 
social crisis and lacking both 
the wealth of the capitalists 
and the collective organisation 
of workers to defend 
themselves. Zetkin argued that 
capitalist crisis had brought 
about the “proletarianisation 
of very broad petty bourgeois 
and middle bourgeois masses”.

“What weighs on 
them above all is the 
lack of security for their 
basic existence.” 

So unlike Horthy’s terror, 
which was carried out by 
a “small caste of feudal 
officers”, fascism had a 
mass social base. And in 
times of acute social crisis, 
such as 1930s Germany, 

the ruling class could look 
to fascism to crush the 
working class movement. 

For Zetkin this meant 
fighting in a united front of 
all workers, revolutionary 
and reformist. 

“Fascism does not ask if 
the worker in the factory 
has a soul painted in the 
white and gold colours of 
Bavaria; the black, red, and 
gold colours of the bourgeois 
republic; or the red banner 
with the hammer and sickle.”

Uprooting
And, ultimately, the solution 
was uprooting the society 
that gave rise to fascism. 

Zetkin’s important insight 
was that fascism is a dynamic 
movement riven with 
contradictions. It was built 
on the petty bourgeoisie, but 
capitalists would support 
it in times of crisis to crush 
the workers’ movement. 

“There is a blatant 
contradiction between 
what fascism promised 
and what it delivered to 
the masses,” she wrote.

And Zetkin understood 
that fascism had 
“different characterises 
in different countries”.

Zetkin saw what made 
fascism unique, and how it 
could grow out of broader 
reactionary forces. 

We can learn from and 
develop those insights to 
combat the threat today. 
Fighting Fascism—How to 
Struggle and How to Win,  
edited by John Riddell, 
published by Haymarket £10.99  
Available from Bookmarks 
the Socialist Bookshop 
at bit.ly/2CvKt2W

CLARA ZETKIN (left) and Rosa Luxemburg

Fascism is a 
dynamic 
movement 
riven with 
contradicitions

‘‘ 
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US housing predators ready for Britain 
by ALISTAIR FARROW

US HOUSING investment 
firm Blackstone is set to 
enter the social housing 
sector in Britain. 

The company is the larg-
est residential landlord in 
the US through its subsidiary 
Invitation Homes. 

It is a predatory investment 
group worth almost £300 
billion. 

It sucked up huge amounts 
of property across the US and 
Europe in the fallout from the 
economic crisis which began 
in 2007.

Blackstone CEO Stephen 
Schwarzman is a friend of 
right wingers Jared Kushner 
and Ivanka Trump, daughter 
of Donald Trump.

Resigned
Schwarzman sat on Trump’s 
Business Advisory Panel 
before its members resigned 
over Trump’s statement fol-
lowing the fascist killing at 
Charlottesville last year.

The firm’s deal in Britain 
is a stark warning about the 
direction the social housing 
sector is moving in. That is, 
away from the needs of ordi-

nary people and towards the 
needs of the market. Black-
stone has announced it will 
fund the Sage for-profit  
housing association. 

It will target its investment 
on buying the “social hous-
ing” quota on private devel-
opments from developers.

In London, mayor Sadiq 
Khan has promised that any 
development will have to 
include 35 percent “afford-
able” homes, which includes 
starter homes and rents at  
80 percent of market rate. 

Yet the percentage of 
“affordable” housing on 

developments is often far 
lower than the 35 percent 
thanks to “viability assess-
ments”. 

These mean that if the 
developer can show it will 
not make enough profit—
typically 20 percent—on a 
development they can apply 

to have the affordable per-
centage lowered. The move 
from Blackstone comes 
months after elements of the 
2016 Housing and Planning 
Act introduced the deregula-
tion of housing associations. 
That’s no coincidence. 

Although much of the Act 

was fought to a standstill, the 
part relating to housing asso-
ciations came into effect in 
April 2017. 

It means that the organi-
sations can sell off housing 
stock without the scrutiny 
previously carried out by the 
Homes and Communities 
Agency.

Speculators
This makes it far easier for 
housing associations to act 
as property speculators and 
developers. Blackstone’s part-
ner company Sage owns no 
affordable housing. 

There are benefits to 
simply buying and selling 
properties rather than acting 
as a landlord. 

For instance, not having 
to deal with the “problem” 
of social housing tenants 
who don’t have money to 
pay extra in rent for security 
guards and concierges.

Blackstone’s move is a dan-
gerous example of how inter-
national capital is fighting its 
way into social housing.

We need to fight for a new 
generation of council housing. 

Part of that fight is against 
the creeping privatisation of 
housing associations.

STEPHEN SCHWARZMAN sat on Trump’s Business Advisory Panel 
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Tories starve mental health 
services for Grenfell victims
More than 11,000 people could be suffering mental health problems as a result of the Grenfell 
Tower fire. But the Tories aren’t giving services the funding they need, reports Alistair Farrow

Deportation threat puts Grenfell migrants in danger
THE THREAT of 
deportation is 

stopping undocumented 
migrants from seeking 
mental health support. 
Migrants also worry they 
could be deported if they 
come forward with 
information about the fire.

Immediately after the 
disaster Theresa May said 
no one should feel scared 
about coming forward.

Then immigration 
minister Brandon Lewis 
announced a pitiful 
one-year amnesty for 
undocumented migrants 
living in the tower. Now 
he has said survivors 

can apply for permanent 
residence, but only after a 
five-year period of regular 
observation by the state.

This has meant that 
people aren’t coming 
forward with crucial 
information for the 
public inquiry and the 
criminal investigation. And 
survivors suffering from 
various kinds of trauma 
are not being treated. 

“There are a number of 
people who are too scared 
to even come to us,” said 
Liz. “We are worried about 
not giving help to people 
who need it.” She pointed 
out that the amnesty only 

covers people who were 
living in the tower. 

Jessica said, “The 
service is provided 
to anyone living in 
the area and we have 
expertise dealing with 
undocumented migrants—
care comes first. We want 
to reassure everyone 
that the NHS is here for 
everyone.” 

Healthcare workers 
want to provide the best 
care possible. But the 
Tories’ backtracking over 
amnesties means that their 
jobs are harder and the 
full impact of Grenfell may 
never be known.

THOUSANDS OF people suf-
fering mental health problems 

as a result of the Grenfell Tower 
fire are being let down by the Tory 
government.

Some 11,000 people are estimated 
to be suffering mental health prob-
lems as a result of the fire. 

But Jessica Cooke, a spokesper-
son for the Central and North West 
London Trust, told Socialist Worker 
that the true figure could be even 
higher. As of last month the trust’s 
outreach team had contacted people 
4,226 times.

“Experience shows that different 
people come forward at different 
times,” said Jessica. 

“Some may need to come back to 
the NHS again, future events can also 
trigger a response.”

Therapists working with survivors 
on the ground back this up. Liz Sippy 
spoke to Socialist Worker about the 
types of shock survivors are dealing 
with.  

“With a lot of people the trauma 
they are suffering is not just about 
Grenfell,” she said. 

Trauma
“What Grenfell has done is bring back 
past trauma in their lives and make 
them relive it. 

“Some children feel awful guilt 
about why they survived and their 
friends didn’t. 

“I treat one young man who is sui-
cidal. There have been suicides and 
attempted suicides and no one’s talk-
ing about it.” 

The impact of Grenfell spans across 
London and beyond. 

Families and friends of those who 
died are spread across Britain and will 
need treatment but may fall through 
the cracks in the system.  

Jessica described how widespread 
the problem is. 

“We are dealing with a few people 
in other countries who were, for 
instance, on the phone to a loved one 
at the time of the disaster,” she said. 

“We are also dealing with families 
who have now arrived to support their 
own loved ones.” 

Liz talked about how volunteers 
who spent days, weeks and months 

helping in the aftermath are in need  
of help as well. “They started imme-
diately and have worked so much,” 
she said. 

“I see young mothers who feel they 
have neglected their own children 
because they have been out there 
helping in the community.” 

As ever it is ordinary people—work-
ers and volunteers—who are pro-
viding services to Grenfell survivors 

while those at the top try to avoid 
responsibility.

Over £2 million was spent by cen-
tral government between June and 
December last year on the mental 
health response. It’s not enough. 

The Tories are dragging their heels 
over every aspect of the response to 
the fire. 

They need to be forced to stop 
treating people with contempt.

Why won’t 
Tories pay 
for safety?

THE TORIES have 
backtracked on 

promise after promise 
after the Grenfell Tower 
disaster. 

Previously Theresa 
May said that money 
would not be an object 
when it came to safety 
work. 

Then she said it is “up 
to the council to make 
decisions”.  

The Department 
for Communities and 
Local Government said 
councils should contact 
them with requests 
for funding to make 
buildings safe.

Refused
But when it comes to 
concrete requests for 
funding the Tories have 
refused them time and 
again. 

Housing minister Alok 
Sharma told Nottingham 
council that sprinklers 
were “additional, not 
essential.”  

Now Croydon council 
has asked for a face 
to face meeting with 
the Tory minister after 
he turned down two 
previous requests for 
additional funding.  

The Tories’ meanness 
seemingly knows no 
bounds. 

But that shouldn’t 
be used as an excuse 
for Labour councils to 
pass the costs of fire 
safety work on to other 
essential services. 

That means a fight 
will have to be waged 
to wring cash out of the 
Tories for sprinklers and 
other safety work. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s 
petition calling for 
£1 billion to be made 
available for retrofitting 
sprinklers is a start. 
Sign the petition at  
bit.ly/2zA0KpD 

Campaigners demand a full amnesty for undocumented migrants

THE SHELL of Grenfell Tower is a constant reminder of the tragedy to residents of the nearby estates
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Strike raises spirits 
at fork lift company
WORKERS AT a fork lift truck 
engineering company in 
Bolton struck on Monday.

Over 80 percent of workers 
at GNB Industrial Power 
voted for industrial action 
after bosses offered them a  
below-inflation 1.5 percent 
pay “rise”. 

Unite union members have 
called an overtime ban and a 
series of 24-hour and  
48-hour strikes in January, 
February and March. 

Picturehouse vote 
for sequel to action
WORKERS AT the 
Picturehouse cinema chain 
have voted for more strikes in 
their long-running dispute.

Some sites have voted by  
100 percent for action. 

The workers are members 
of the Bectu arm of the 
Prospect union.

They are fighting for the 
London Living Wage of £10.20 
an hour.

They also want maternity 
and paternity pay, sick pay 
and union recognition.

Firefighters walk 
out at Sellafield
FIREFIGHTERS at 
the Sellafield nuclear 
decommissioning plant in 
Cumbria plan two strikes this 
month.

The walkouts were set for 
Thursday of this week and 
Monday 22 January.

They are part of the GMB 
union members’ dispute over 
job evaluation.

Workers had planned to 
walk out last October, but the 
action was suspended.

Demo to remember 
Christopher Alder 
THE JUSTICE for Christopher 
Alder campaign, backed 
by Stand Up To Racism, 
has called a protest to 
commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of his death.

Christopher died in Hull’s 
Queen’s Gardens Police 
Station in April 1998.

His family has suffered 
injustice after injustice.

In 2011 it was revealed his 
body had not been buried and 
had been used for training.

The family had been given 
the wrong corpse.
lProtest Sat 31 March, 1pm, 
Queen Victoria Square, Hull

Mustard workers 
keen to keep jobs
THE UNITE union has 
vowed to fight compulsory 
redundancies at the Colman’s 
Mustard factory in Norwich. 

Unilever, which owns 
Colman’s Mustard, is ending 
two centuries of mustard 
production in Norfolk by 2019. 

Redundancies are set to 
take place in September. 

Unite national officer Rhys 
McCarthy said, “We still do 
not believe that closure is the 
only possible option.” 

 Newham strike says 
  no to the academies   
by MIRIAM SCHARF

THE FIRST strike at The 
Cumberland School in 
Newham, east London, against 
academisation saw over  
50 NEU education union 
members picketing on Tuesday. 

NEU rep Carolyn McGrath 
said, “The union group has 
gone from strength to strength.

“It’s not only about the 
numbers—with now over  
105 balloted—but in 
confidence that what we are 
doing is the right thing. 

“We are protecting not only 
staff pay and conditions but 
also defending the education 
of pupils. 

“Our strike is part of a 
growing number in Newham 
where the fight against 
academisation is making a 
significant impact. 

“We want other schools 
under threat to start resisting 
the plans to hand over 
local authority schools to 
unaccountable trustees who 
have other interests than the 
education of our children.” 

The picket was supported 

by the national union (NUT 
section of NEU). Executive 
member Dominic Byrne pointed 
out that Labour boroughs 
should not be going down this 
road. 

Teaching assistant (TA) 
Sandra said, “We need to stand 
together. Many of us joined the 
NEU so we could be one unit 
working together. 

“We hear TAs are being cut 
first. It’s so important teachers 
and TAs stuck together.”  

Parents from Cumberland 
and from a local feeder primary 
spoke passionately about 
keeping our schools within the 
local authority. 

A growing number of 
Newham schools are also set to 
take action, escalating to more 
than one day, and heading for 
a joint strike day, march and 
rally.
lMessages of support for the 
Newham strikers to assistant.
secretary.nta@gmail.com

HUNDREDS OF engineering workers have been issued with redundancy notices across 
central Scotland. Doosan Babcock is laying off staff on short-term contracts at Grangemouth 
and the Levenseat waste management site. The GMB union said 350 staff could be affected. 

 Hackney school cleaners 
are 100 percent for action  
MORE THAN 40 school 
cleaners in six schools in 
Hackney, east London, have 
voted to strike by 100 percent 
on a 60 percent turnout. 

The members of the Unite 
union plan to walk out from 
Tuesday 30 January to Friday 
2 February and again on 
Monday 5 February.

They are employed by OCS 
Group which, Unite says, is 
refusing to update its pay rates 
to reflect the new level of the 
London Living Wage (LLW).

Contracts
Bosses are also proposing to 
cut pay with new term time 
only contracts, and refusing to 
pay holiday pay in line with 
inflation.

Unite regional officer Onay 
Kasab called it “outrageous 
salami-slicing by OCS of pay 
and employment conditions of 
an already low-paid group of 
workers.”

“Our members have voted 
overwhelmingly to stand up 

to OCS, which is a very poor 
example of the privatised 
contracting-out culture,” he 
said.

“OCS continues to blatantly 
ignore the requirement of 
Hackney council that its 
contractors pay the LLW.

“It has also refused to pay 
proper holiday pay, despite the 
recent holiday pay/overtime 
court ruling on this subject.

“The bosses need to sit 
down and hold constructive 
talks with Unite to resolve this 
dispute. 

“Otherwise classroom 
rubbish will be uncollected and 
toilets uncleaned at the end 
of January with further action 
on the cards going into the 
spring.”

Schools that will be affected 
by the strikes include Cardinal 
Pole School, Clapton Girls 
Academy, Urswick School, 
Haggerston School, Ickburgh 
School and Stoke Newington 
School. Teachers should 
support them.

DOOSAN BABCOCK

TURKEY

Solidarity conference 
against Turkish repression 
SOLIDARITY WITH the 
People of Turkey (Spot) is 
holding a conference on 
“Turkey under the state of 
emergency—campaigning to 
win change!”

It takes place on Saturday 
20 January at the NEU union 
headquarters in London.

Speakers include Turkish 
and Kurdish activists, film 
maker Ken Loach, columnist 
Owen Jones and NEU  
co-president Louise Regan.

Emergency
Turkey has been under a 
state of emergency since  
shortly after a failed coup on 
15 July 2016. 

The failed coup continues 
to be used as a pretext to 
crush all opposition and 
supress all democratic 
rights.

Repression also takes 

place on social media.
The Kurdistan Solidarity 

Campaign (KSC) Facebook 
page was taken down on 
Friday of last week.

It had posted reports of 
the arrests and jailing of MPs 
and activists from Turkey’s 
People’s Democratic Party 
(HDP).

Group administrators Rosa 
Gilbert and Mark Campbell 
also found their personal 
Facebook profiles had been 
blocked, although they were 
reinstated after appeal.

The KSC page was 
restored following an appeal, 
but all the original posts had 
been deleted.

Turkish president Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has branded 
social media “the worst 
menace in society”.
lFor details of the SPOT 
conference go to bit.ly/2CTnlii

CLEANERS

HOUSING AND LABOUR

Haringey councillor changes view on HDV
THE CAMPAIGN against the 
social-cleansing Haringey 
Development Vehicle (HDV) 
has claimed its latest scalp. 

Peray Ahmet stood down 
as a member of the north 
London council’s cabinet on 
Tuesday of last week.

In a letter to council 
leader Claire Kober, Ahmet 
said, “There is certainly no 
mandate to continue with the 
divisive and rightly criticised 
[HDV].”

She said that Kober’s “top-
down style of leadership and 
failure to collaborate has led 
to poor decision making on 

a range of issues.” Ahmet 
urged Kober not to take any 
major decisions before the 
local elections in May, as only 
four of Haringey’s ten cabinet 
members were restanding.

In response Kober 
pointed out that Ahmet had 
supported the HDV until 
it became apparent the 
campaign against it was 
growing in strength. 

“More recently your 
public comments on the 
matter could be seen to 
imply your opposition has 
been both longstanding and 
principled,” Kober said.

The campaign, driven 
forward by protests and 
estate meetings, has resulted 
in pro-HDV councillors being 
removed as candidates for 
the May elections.

Ahmet was one of the 
only councillors who had 
supported the HDV to be 
selected. 

Now she is casting off the 
dead weight of Kober and the 
rest of her old pals to try and 
ensure her political survival.

The campaign must 
continue to organise 
independently of events 
within the Labour Party.

SCHOOLS

United on the picket line                             Picture: Guy Smallman

USDAW ELECTION

USDAW UNION members are 
set to vote on a new union 
president over the next few 
weeks.

Socialist Worker supports 
Amy Murphy in this election.

Murphy is the candidate of 
the Broad Left and a member 
of the Socialist Party.

She is challenging a right 
wing candidate. Murphy 
won 45 percent of the vote 
when she stood in 2015 and 
has received more branch 
nominations this time.

A victory for Murphy 
would show that there is a 
mood for Usdaw to become a 
fighting union on the left.

The ballot opens on  
19 January.

STOP THE WAR

THE STOP the War 
Coalition is organising a 
“Why We Need An Anti-
War Government” tour of 
meetings. They will also 
raise opposition to a Donald 
Trump visit to Britain.

Speakers include Gary 
Younge, Lowkey, Salma 
Yaqoob, Moazzam Begg, Maz 
Saleem and Lindsey German. 

Meetings scheduled so far 
are: 11 Jan Luton, 23 Jan 
Norwich, 26 Jan Merseyside, 
3 Feb Newcastle, 7 Feb 
Bristol, 15 Feb London, 15 Feb 
Cardiff, 17 Feb Manchester, 
21 Feb Birmingham, 21 Feb 
Cambridge.
lMeeting details at  
bit.ly/2CRyca4 
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Lecturers have days left 
to vote on pension strikes
by SADIE ROBINSON

UCU UNION members are engaged 
in a crucial ballot for strikes over 
pensions. Bosses want to turn their 
defined benefit USS pension scheme 
into a defined contribution one. 

This would slash its value by half 
or more.

The attack has led to deep anger 
among workers. Union members 
backed strikes by nearly 87 percent 
in a consultation last year on a turn-
out of over 55 percent.

The strike ballot, which involves 
workers in older universities, ends 
on Friday of next week.

Carlo Morelli is a lecturer at 
Dundee university and is a member 
of the UCU’s national executive 
committee. 

Ballot
He told Socialist Worker that the 
ballot is pulling new people into 
activity.

“Some branches have created a 
whole series of new reps in different 
departments,” he explained. 

“It’s looking good. I think we’ll end 
up with a dispute. The employers are 
taking a hard line on the pension 
scheme and there’s no indication they 
are shifting.

“It is imperative that activists 
mobilise the vote to ensure members 
return their ballot papers before the 
deadline of 19 January.”

UCU general secretary Sally Hunt 
previously told members that the 
attack on pensions was the worst 

in 20 years. “There is no point pre-
tending that anything other than 
sustained strike action will make the 
employers listen,” she added.

The Tories’ anti-union laws mean 
that workers need to achieve a  
50 percent turnout in order to take 
legal strikes. 

Carlo said there’s a good chance 
that many branches will achieve that. 

But he added, “The argument 
has to be—sod the law we’re taking 
action. 

“There could be branches that get 
a 48 percent or 49 percent turnout. 

Are we really saying they can’t strike?
“The Scottish government has said 

they will not enforce the Tories’ anti-
union laws. 

“So in Scotland we should cer-
tainly argue that we don’t need to 
abide by the laws.”

Talks to resolve the dispute were 
extended until 23 January. But if 
workers vote for strikes, the union 
should name dates to pile the pres-
sure onto bosses.

“If the action goes ahead, we’re 
talking about three days of strikes 
every week throughout February 

and possibly more,” said Carlo. 
“Employers could lock people out in 
response, creating an all-out strike 
across older universities.

“This could lead to a really signifi-
cant dispute in higher education. The 
stakes are high.”
lShadow chancellor John McDonnell 
will speak at a UCU London region 
rally on Wednesday 17 January, 7pm, 
Cruciform Building (LT1), UCL,  
Gower St, WC1E 6BT. 
lRead the new USS pamphlet at 
uculeft.org/2018/01/pamphlet-
defending-uss-pensions

ROYAL MAIL

New developments in the postal dispute
POSTAL WORKERS’ union 
leaders have suggested 
they could soon reach an 
agreement with bosses in a 
dispute over pay, pensions 
and conditions.

In a bulletin last week the 
CWU union told its members, 
“Our confidence grows that 
we will reach a negotiators’ 
agreement which will 
address all the issues we 
have campaigned on.”

Voted
It means a national strike 
by workers in Royal Mail 
now seems increasingly 
unlikely. Workers voted 
overwhelmingly to strike in 
a ballot last year.

Bosses and union officials 
have been in talks for 
several weeks after Royal 
Mail won an injunction to 
stop workers from striking.

The union says it has 
already won a major 
concession over pensions. 
And it has hinted that it 
could win more over pay and 
future working conditions.

Bosses had previously 
wanted to scrap workers’ 
defined benefit pension 
scheme and replace it with 
a defined contribution 
scheme. 

This would have left the 
amount workers received in 
retirement at the mercy of 
the market. 

Now bosses have agreed 
a “defined ambition” 
scheme that gives workers 
a wage in retirement—but 
does not guarantee how 
much that will be.

Meanwhile the CWU has 
also rejected a 2 percent 
pay offer. And there have 
been no announcements 

on proposed changes to 
Royal Mail’s delivery model, 
which could see working 
conditions significantly 
worsened.

Mindful
The CWU bulletin also 
warned to “be mindful that 
these talks could break 
down at any stage.

“We may still find 
ourselves having to take 
action to get an agreement 
over the line.”

The CWU must call 
action if it cannot get an 
agreement that: 

lProtects all of its 
members’ pensions 

lIncludes an above 
inflation pay deal

lGuarantees no changes 
to deliveries that disrupt 
workers’ lives
Nick Clark

Home care workers saving 
service from destruction
AROUND 350 home care 
workers in Birmingham plan 
to strike later this month.

They voted by 99 percent 
for strikes over redundancies 
and a new rota system. The 
turnout was 54 percent.

Labour-led Birmingham 
City Council plans to make 
40 percent of home care 
enablement staff redundant.

Managers also plan to 
introduce punishing split 
shifts—7-10am, 12-2pm and 
then 4-10pm. The reality is 
many workers won’t be able 
to get home between shifts 
or, if they can, won’t be there 
for long before having to 
be at their next call so they 
won’t get a break at all. 

Care worker Lisa said that 
due to the public sector pay 
cap and the loss of weekend 
overtime she has had to 

take a second job just to 
pay the mortgage. “These 
changes mean I will have 
to give up one of the jobs 
and could lose my home.

“We haven’t had a 
proper pay rise since 2010. 
I can’t afford to strike, 
but I can’t afford not to.

“It’s not just about me, 
but the service we provide 
is being destroyed.”

Home carers earn between 
£15,823 and £18.560 a year. 

lMessages of support to 
info@birminghamunison.
co.uk Donations to Unison 
Birmingham branch, The 
McLaren Building, 46 
The Priory, Queensway, 
Birmingham, B4 7LR Payable 
to Birmingham Unison and 
make it clear that it’s for the 
Hardship Fund 

UCU MEMBERS striking against pay and inequality in Leeds in 2016 Picture: Neil terry

Mears fight 
in new year
MEARS HOUSING workers 
have launched a series 
of strikes over pay.

The Unite union 
members struck this week 
and plan to strike every 
Monday and Thursday this 
month, with further action 
planned for February.

The 180 workers are 
involved in a long struggle 
for pay parity and an 
end to outsourcing.

They are employed by 
private company Mears. 

They are paid up to 
£7,000 less than if they 
were employed directly 
by the council’s housing 
association Northwards.

The workers are 
determined to beat the 
greedy bosses, despite 
reports that their strike 
pay has not been paid 
for several weeks.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT HOUSING WORKERS

UNIVERSITIES

JUSTICE CAMPAIGNS

Fight for justice for 
Yassar continues
ONE YEAR on from his death 
at the hands of police, Yassar 
Yaqub’s family vow to continue 
their search for justice.

Some 100 supporters 
joined a candlelit vigil 
organised by his family and the 
Justice4Yassar campaign group 
on Tuesday of last week. 

Yassar was shot at point-
blank range by police after 
being stopped by an armed 
response unit. His family is 
fighting to bring the police to 
account.
Roger Keely

UCU left 
to fight 
elections
SOCIALISTS and 
campaigners in the UCU 
Left are preparing to stand 
for a number of positions 
in UCU union elections. 
They include Nita 
Sanghera from Bournville 
College, who is standing 
for vice president.

Nita said electing her 
will lead to the UCU’s first 
black president.

“We need powerful 
local and national political 
campaigning and industrial 
action to win on pensions 
and pay, to defend jobs, 
conditions and education,” 
she said. Other UCU Left 
candidates for positions 
include Ioanna Ioannou, 
Rachel Cohen, Sean Wallis, 
Julie Hearn, Jo McNeill 
and Mark Abel.
nVoting begins on 1 
February and lasts for a 
month
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 SOLID STRIKE IS  
 HURTING BOSSES
STRIKES CAUSED chaos 
across six train lines on 
Monday as workers struck 
for safe and accessible train 
travel.

RMT union members on 
Northern, Merseyrail, Greater 
Anglia,  South Western 
Railways and Island Line 
walked out on Monday.

Further str ikes were 
planned for Wednesday 
and Friday of this week. 
Southern workers also struck 
on Monday.

It’s the latest action in a 
long-running dispute over 
the implementation of driver-
only operation (DOO) trains.

Coordinated strikes such 
as this week’s are the way 
to beat DOO. The strikes 
now hit companies covering 
large parts of England’s rail 
network.

Solid
On the Northern line workers 
said the strike was absolutely 
solid. Ned from Wigan said 
more people joined the picket 
line than ever before, and 
they persuaded some drivers 
not to cross it.

“We turned some Aslef 
union drivers away from 
work,” he said. 

“We’re encouraging them 
to tell their union to stop sit-
ting on their hands.”

Ned  added ,  “We ’ ve 
recruited people to the union 
on the basis of this dispute.”

The question of drivers’ 

union Aslef is central to the 
dispute.

Aslef recently agreed to 
a deal on Southern that 
accepted the principle of run-
ning trains without a second 
safety-trained member of 

staff on board all trains.
RMT members at Southern 

have been fighting for over 
two years. RMT South East 
regional organiser Paul said 
they were waiting for “a rea-
sonable discussion” with GTR 

bosses, who own Southern.
Southern bosses have cyni-

cally used a European Union 
court ruling to get workers 
back on the trains.

The ruling says workers 
should be paid holiday pay 

based on their total numbers 
of hours worked—this would 
include overtime.

But bosses are withholding 
this extra pay that workers 
are entitled to—unless they 
promise not to strike.

Erode
Paul said, “They are hoping to 
gradually erode the number 
of people on strike.”

South Western bosses 
claimed that 70 percent of 
its services were running. 
Strikers think that is a gross 
exaggeration.

Ricky is branch secre-
tary of RMT Waterloo. “On 
our last strike we only had  
17 out of 220 staff go in—so 
we’re solid,” he told Socialist 
Worker.

He added, “The Tories are 
involved in keeping this dis-
pute going—I’d put money 
on it.”

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash told Socialist 
Worker, “This dispute is 
having a big impact and we 
can win.”

STRIKERS PROTESTED at Waterloo on Monday  Picture: Guy Smallman 

MANCHESTER

 Bus drivers vow to keep up the fight as they begin 13th week of walkouts
by SARAH BATES

MANCHESTER BUS drivers 
vowed to keep fighting this 
week as they kicked off 
their 13th week of strikes.

The Unite union 
members at the First Bus 
depot in Rusholme have 
been fighting for pay 
parity since September 
last year. They are are now 
striking every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday on 
alternate weeks.

Workers are currently 
paid up to £5,000 a year 
less than workers at a 
First Bus depot just a few 
miles down the road. 

Drivers voted 

unanimously on Monday’s 
picket line to send an 
invitation to bosses 
for talks at the Acas 
conciliation service. 

Driver Howard said, 
“We’re looking for £10.50 
an hour now, with a 
written promise pay will 
go up to the other depots’ 
rate by 2020.”

Trade unionists have 
been holding solidarity 
protests from 4am on 
strike days that have 
stopped buses from 
leaving the depot. 

Managers called police 
last month after scab buses 
had to stay in the depot. 
Some routes are tendered 
by the council—and if First 

Bus fail to run these, they 
are fined.  Striker Robert 
said support for the strike 
had been “amazing”.

The strike remains 
solid. Robert said, “No 
more people have been 
persuaded to go back in.”

Bosses are running a 
much reduced service on 
an army of scab managers 
recruited from as far afield 
as Scotland and Bristol.

Despite bosses claiming 
they were “doing 
everything we can to 
resolve the situation”, 
Robert said they “weren’t 
moving” at all. 

Robert is confident they 
can win. “We’ve picked 
up momentum before, we 

can do it again,” he said.
First Bus is part of 

FirstGroup, which reported 
a profit of £37 million 
in its bus operations 
last year. Yet First Bus 
managing director in 
Greater Manchester Phil 
Meddlicott regularly tells 
strikers that there is no 
money to pay them.  

Everyone should join 
the solidarity protests 
at Rusholme depot and 
support the drivers in 
getting the pay rise they 
deserve. 

Joint fundraiser with the 
Mears strikers—Unite workers 
Band Aid, 14 January, 2-8pm 
at the White House Club, 193 
Middleton Road, M8 4JZBus workers in Rusholme on strike last month
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