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 CONDITION CRITICAL CAPITALISM

Bosses should 
fear a backlash at 
rising inequality
A NEW inequality report 
was released as the ruling 
class gathered for the 
annual World Economic 
Forum in Davos last week.

Oxfam said 42 men hold as 
much wealth as the world’s 
poorest 3.7 billion people. 

The solution is a socialist 
society based on meeting 
needs, not maximising profits.
>>Pages 14&15

ANTI-RACISM

Activists fight to 
keep Powell in 
the gutter
CAMPAIGNERS protested 
outside a debate about 
the legacy of racist Tory 
MP Enoch Powell. 

Bill Etheridge, Ukip MEP, 
was due to speak but turned 
up too late. 

The protest had an 
impact—a proposal to erect 
a plaque to Powell was 
voted down. 
>>Page 6

EDUCATION

University 
workers name 
strike days
THE UCU union has named 
14 strike dates in a battle to 
defend university pensions. 

Workers are fighting 
changes that would mean 
no guaranteed income in 
retirement. 

Strike will hit at least 61 
universities.
>>Page 17
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 Tory ex-ministers 
look for Brexit work 
THREE TORY ex-cabinet 
ministers have been 
accused of trying to 
profit from the confusion 
stemming from Brexit. 

Lord Andrew Lansley, 
Peter Lilley and Andrew 
Mitchell MP were lured to 
a hotel under the pretence 
a Chinese businessmen 
wanted to pay cash for 
inside information. 

It was an investigation 
by the Channel 4’s 
Dispatches.

Former trade secretary 
Lilley, who stepped down 
from being an MP at 
the last election, told 
undercover reporters 
for the programme he 
had close links to Brexit 
minister Steve Baker. He 
also said he regularly 
meets comedy posho 

Jacob Rees-Mogg. 
Lord Lansley said 

Theresa May had been to 
his wedding and he would 
charge £4,000 a day for 
consulting about Brexit. 

While Sutton Coldfield 
MP Andrew Mitchell 
allegedly explained he had 
other paid work besides his 
job as an MP but he would 
welcome some more.

Unbiased judge rules he is 
unbiased in collusion case
RELATIVES OF those kil led in 
the Loughinisland massacre have 
welcomed a judge’s decision to 
voluntarily step aside from a case 
challenging a watchdog finding that 
police colluded with the killers.

Justice McCloskey told Belfast High 
Court he was passing a judicial review 
on the Loughinisland shootings to 
another judge. This was  to ensure the 
families of six Catholic men shot dead 
by a Loyalist terror squad retained con-
fidence in the legal system.

The judge had faced claims he poten-
tially held a subconscious bias due to his 
involvement, as a barrister, in a similar 
case 16 years ago.

He rejected that last Friday. The 
judge was scathing of the application, 
branding elements of it “flimsy, artificial 
and entirely unpersuasive”.

Having ruled out bias to the surprise 
of onlookers in the court, the judge 
announced he would step away from 
the case.

McCloskey delivered a damning 

judgment against Police Ombudsman 
Dr Michael Maguire last month. 

The  ruling  said that the ombuds-
man had exceeded his statutory powers 
by declaring cops guilty of colluding in 
the Ulster Volunteer Force attack in the 
County Down village of Loughinisland 
in 1994.

He had not yet ruled on whether 
Maguire’s findings should be formally 
quashed. So the Ombudsman’s conclu-
sions still stand. 

Emma Rogan, whose father Adrian 
was killed at Loughinisland, said  “All 
we ever wanted was the truth, that’s it, 
the bottom line—everybody deserves it. 

“It’s human decency for people to 
know and for people to acknowledge 
what happened to their loved ones. 
That’s all we want.

“We welcome a new judge taking 
fresh eyes and looking at our case 
again.”

She added, “I will be here fighting for 
truth and justice until I have no fight 
left in me.”

Solicitor for the Loughinisland fami-
lies, Niall Murphy, said, “This was the 
most unprecedented resolution to a judi-
cial review application that I have ever 
experienced in my years in practice.”

Murphy added, “Let there be abso-
lutely no doubt—there was collusion in 
Loughinisland.”

l NOT TO be outdone by Boris 
Johnson calling for a bridge 

to be built over the Channel, 
DUP politicians are calling on 
Theresa May to cough up  
£20 billion to build one between 
Northern Ireland and Scotland. 
Why not?  
  She’s given them everything 
else they want. 

l A MAP that shows the whereabouts 
of people who use fitness devices 

such as Fitbit also reveals highly 
sensitive information about the locations 
and activities of soldiers at US military 
bases.  
    The CIA giving 2,500 such 
devices to spooks it called 
overweight makes spotting a secret 
torture site a little easier.

Special Branch’s killer 
sentenced to six years
A FORMER loyalist 
paramilitary killer and  
police informer has been 
sentenced to six and a 
half years in prison for 
202 terror offences.

He will not serve much 
of it.

Ulster Volunteer Force  
chief Gary Haggarty 
pleaded guilty to five 
murders as his part of a 
state deal.

Among those killed 
was grandfather Sean 
McParland. 

He was shot dead 
by Haggarty in front 
of his children 
to protect his 
position as 
an informer, 
the judge said.

He 
sentenced him 

to 35 years in prison for 
that offence. This was 
reduced by 75 percent 
for all assistance to 
prosecutors, then by a 
further 25 percent for his 
guilty plea

He is also entitled to 
credit for the time he 
has spent on remand a 
total of 1,186 days.

Kieran Fox’s dad was 
killed by Hagarrty. He 
said, “How can a man 
convicted of that many 
crimes be set free? The 
man is a serial killer, 

he was a paid state 
informer, he was 

allowed to kill 
at will, police 
knew he was 

killing at will 
and let it 
continue.”

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 71327
London
SE11 9BW@

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘You could be 
this generation’s 
Churchill’
US President Donald Trump 
flatters Theresa May

‘The river flows 
well to its destiny 
because of the 
guidance of a 
solid rock’
Sarah Ferguson welcomes the 
engagement of her daughter, 
Princess Eugenie, to Jack 
Brooksbank (we think)

‘This was no 
uneducated 
rabble. This 
was supposedly 
the creme de 
la creme of 
London’s private 
school elite’
Mail columnist Sarah Vine 
is shocked at drunken sexist 
behaviour by teenage  
posh boys at her daughter’s 
party

‘You would 
either have to 
be very naive 
or very stupid 
not to expect a 
certain amount 
of boorish 
behaviour’
Sarah Vine is less sympathetic 
to the women who were 
harrassed by the posh men at 
the Presidents Club party

Andrew Lansley

Standard 
condemns men 
only clubs 
THE EVENING Standard 
was quick to condemn 
“City sexists” after the 
notorious Presidents 
Club dinner. 

So let’s hope nobody 
was unkind enough to 
mention editor George 
Osborne’s time in Oxford 
University’s all-male 
Bullingdon Club.

 “Women aren’t allowed 
to formal dinners,” 
another ex-Buller once 
revealed, “but at informal 
gatherings we would 
make them get on all 
fours like a horse, whinny 
and bring out hunting 
horns and whips.” 

It was, he added, “all 
done respectfully”. 

Of course it was, 
such denials are 
nothing to sniff at.

Justice McCloskey

A sign of the times

George Osborne

A CIA site in Djibouti

The writng’s on the wall

Quarter of 
parents miss 
out meals
ALMOST ONE in four 
parents are skipping 
meals because they 
cannot afford to buy 
food, revealing shocking 
levels of “hidden hunger”, 
according to a new report.

A survey of over 2,000 
adults showed that more 
than one in ten do not 
have enough money to buy 
meals, rising to almost 
one in four of parents with 
children under the age of 
18.

Most of those 
questioned by End Hunger 
UK said their food bills 
had gone up in the past 
few months. Around one 
in 12 said they had gone 
without food for a whole 
day because of lack of 
money in the past year.

Parents with primary 
school-age children were 
most likely to go without 
food.



 More action on the cards 
UNISON’S decision to ballot 
follows pressure from activists 
and moves from the Unite union 
to reject the local government 
offer. 

Unite and GMB, another local 
government union, are also 
asking their members’ 
views on the offer.

Other groups of 
workers are organising 
too.

Health unions have put 
in a claim for a  
3.9 percent rise plus a 
lump sum of £800.

Civil service workers in 
the PCS union are set to 
hold pay day protests at 
workplaces on  

Wednesday and 14 February. The 
union has a strong consultative 
yes vote for action over pay that 
should be the basis for a formal 
strike vote.

EIS union members are fighting 
for a 10 percent pay rise for 

Scotland’s teachers. EIS 
general secretary Larry 
Flanagan said that their 
pay has fallen by at leat 
20 percent in the last 
decade.

UCU union members 
in universities are 
preparing to strike over 
pensions (see page 17), 
and are balloting over 
pay in some further 
education colleges.

ABUSE
 Presidents  
 Club is just  
 the tip of  
 the iceberg
THE FINANCIAL Times 
newspaper’s investigation 
into the Presidents Club (see 
page 7) has exposed a world 
of sexual harassment and 
abuse.

It has also led to more 
revelations about how some 
women workers are treated.

Anna works in the 
hospitality industry. She told 
Socialist Worker, “It was New 
Year’s Eve and I fell asleep 
in the downstairs area of the 
bar after it had closed.

“I woke up to being raped 
by a man who was the 
manager there at the time. 
All the other staff had gone 
home.

“I worked up the courage 
to tell the owners who then 
removed him from working 
at the venue.”

Anna went to the police 
who decided there wasn’t 
enough evidence—there 
were no cameras covering the 
area. “The police called the 
man in for questioning and 
he denied it,” she said.

Anna had worried about 
taking the case to court and 
being cross-examined for 
what could be a period of 
weeks or months.

“The shit thing is the 
company owns two venues 
and, two months before this 
happened, the perpetrator 
bought into the other venue,” 
she said. 

“So when this came out 
they just moved him to the 
other venue. They couldn’t 
fire him because he was one 
of the owners.”

Anna still works for the 
company.
Anna’s name has been changed 
to protect her identity

 Reject bosses’ lousy pay  
 deal in local government
by SARAH BATES

THERE’S A chance to give new life 
to the battle over pay in the public 
sector. But it will take a big push 
from ordinary workers.

The Unison union announced 
last week that it is recommending 
its members reject the Tories’ latest 
pay offer for local government work-
ers in England and Wales. Unison 
is by far the largest union in local 
government.

Its national joint council (NJC) 
voted against the offer of a 2 percent 
increase in April 2018 and a further 
2 percent in April 2019.

Unison members will now be con-
sulted on the offer. The consultation 
ends on 8 March and could lead to a 
formal strike vote.

At a time when the RPI measure 
of inflation is over 4 percent, the  
2 percent offer is a pay cut.

Workers on the lowest pay grade 
would get more than 2 percent, but 
that’s partly because the minimum 
wage is due to increase in April 2018.

Jon Woods, branch chair of 
Portsmouth City Unison, said, “It’s 
right to reject the offer, despite 
Unison’s head of local government 
Heather Wakefield talking it up.

Threshold
“We have to mobilise and campaign 
to not only reject it, but get a huge 
turnout. 

“We have to strive for the  
50 percent threshold laid down by 
the anti-union laws. If we don’t the 
union leaders may say there’s no 
mood to fight.

“There’s a battle going on and we 
need to treat this as an opportunity to 
build the union and get a new layer 
of activists. 

“People’s views aren’t static and 
where we put the work in, people 
will vote to reject.”

The ballot follows years of 

below-inflation pay rises and cuts to 
services. 

Ameen Hadi from Salford City 
Unison said workers have “lost 20 
percent in real terms since 2010”.

“By 2020 councils are projected to 
have lost 75 percent of their budget 
since 2010,” he added. 

“We need to reach every union 
member through workplace meetings 
and develop a social media campaign 
to get a high turnout.”

Scandalously the Tories said they 
won’t give local authorities any more 
cash to fund the new pay offer. 

Ameen said, “We cannot wait for 
a future Labour government to save 
us when there may be little left to 

save. We should encourage Labour 
councils to join us in a campaign for 
better pay and better services, funded 
through extra money.”

Most trade union leaders have 
been very slow to encourage resist-
ance over pay. Now activists every-
where must fight to win the ballots 
and demand action.

The TUC demonstration on 12 May 
calling for a “New Deal for Working 
People” has to be militant and linked 
to strikes.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Tens of thousands of workers 
have begun voting on a pay offer
lThe Unison union members 
in local government have been 
offered a 2 percent rise this year
lIt’s a real-terms pay cut and 
comes after years of below-
inflation offers and cuts to services 
lUnison is recommending that 
workers reject the offer—and other 
unions are asking members’ views
lBut union leaders have been 
slow to call action—and ordinary 
workers will have to push for it

IN THIS WEEK

 1990
Tens of thousands 
march in Romania
HUGE demonstrations 
took place in Bucharest 
on 28 January 1990. 

Marchers called 
for more democracy 
following a revolution 
that forced out dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu. 

Thousands of factory 
workers marched out.

UCU—strikes loom

UNISON UNION members on strike over pay in 2014  Pictures: Guy smallman 

Breakfast in red

Sign up to our morning newsletter ‘Breakfast in red’ and 
get a fresh article every day.
For news and analysis on the stories that matter go to:  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe
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Firefighters answer NHS calls
THE NUMBER of 
medical emergencies 
responded to by 
firefighters has 
rocketed as a result 
of a Tory plan to 
cover for understaffed 
ambulance trusts.

Figures released 
last week showed 
firefighters in England 
responded to 45,110 
medical calls in the 
year 2016-17. That’s a 
massive increase from 
15,812 in 2014-15.

The increase is 
down to a huge rise in 
co-responding—where 
firefighters respond to 
emergency medical 
callouts alongside 
paramedics.

Firefighters in 32 fire 
brigades have taken 
part in co-responding 
trials that began in 
2015. But members 
of the Fire Brigades 

Union (FBU) voted 
to stop the trials 
last year, rejecting a 
below-inflation pay 
offer that was linked to 
continuing extra duties.

Talks between the 
FBU and fire bosses 
over a new offer are 
expected to last until 
March.

Meanwhile FBU 
members at West 
Midlands Fire Service 
are fighting plans to 
force new starters to 
perform extra duties. 

Councillors on the 
Labour-controlled 
West Midlands Fire 
Authority want to 
introduce flexible 
contracts for new 
firefighters. These will 
impose extra duties 
such as transporting 
patients from hospital 
or helping older 
people who fall in 

their home.
West Midlands 

FBU has launched 
a petition against 
the plans warning 
that they could take 
firefighters away from 
frontline emergencies.

West Midlands 
FBU secretary Steve 
Price-Hunt said, 
“The Labour Party 
led West Midlands 
Fire and Rescue 
Authority is issuing 
flexible contracts 
which abandon 
workers’ rights and 
go completely against 
the beliefs of the party 
they represent.

“If implemented 
then firefighters 
will be taken off the 
frontline and will 
not be available to 
respond to life saving 
emergencies”.
Nick Clark

The Tories 
want to tear 
up the NHS, 
we can fight 
and save it
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

PRESSURE OVER the NHS winter 
crisis is growing on the Tories as 
Theresa May’s car crash govern-
ment swerves from one disaster 
to another.

A poll for Britain Elects this week 
showed that the Tories’ austerity 
lies don’t wash with the majority of 
people. It found that some 58 per-
cent of people want higher public 
spending—and 68 percent want 
more funding for the NHS.

After the collapse of Carillion we 
need to drive all the privateers and 
outsourcers from the health service.

We should tax the rich and the 
corporations to save our NHS. 

Instead the Tories want to slash 
another £22 billion through the 
Sustainability and Transformation 
Plans in England.

May boasted earlier this year that 
the NHS was “better prepared” than 
ever before for the winter crisis. 
Now patients are left waiting in pain 
on trolleys in hospital corridors. 

Breaking
Underpaid and overworked staff 
are at breaking point. And elderly 
people have died because ambu-
lances couldn’t get to them on time. 

That’s why a sense of urgency ran 
through the crowd at a 1,500-strong 
Labour Party rally for the NHS in 
central London last Thursday. 

Amy, a Royal Mail worker in the 
CWU union, told Socialist Worker, 
“We’ve got to get the Tories out, we 
need a general election now. 

Theresa May is barely holding on, 
the Tories have just got to go.”

The loudest cheers went to 
promises to stop Tory cuts and 
end all privatisation in the NHS. 
Labour’s shadow health secre-
tary Jon Ashworth slammed “eight 
years of savage cuts” and the “Tory-
manufactured crisis”. 

“We’re going to get rid of the 
Health and Social Care Act, we will 
legislate for a publicly provided 
NHS,” he said. 

Only muted applause met 
Ashworth’s claim that “we will 

take no lessons from the Tories 
on PFI”. Tony Blair’s Labour took 
up the Private Finance Initiative 
(PFI) scam with zeal—and the par-
ty’s official policy is only to review 
“problematic” contracts.

The speeches around privatisa-
tion signalled a potential break from 
this policy. Many at the rally said 
they were coming to the People’s 
Assembly and Health Campaigns 
Together demonstration in London 
this Saturday. Yet the protest didn’t 
get a mention from the top table. 

That’s because Labour’s focus at 
the rally was building an army of 
door-knockers ahead of future elec-
tions, not a fightback against the 
Tories’ attacks now.

It was unclear whether Jeremy 
Corbyn would speak at the demon-
stration as Socialist Worker went to 
press. Corbyn should have committed 
to speaking weeks ago and Labour 
should have thrown its weight into 
building the demonstration. 

The Tory government stumbles 
on despite division and weakness—
we need to build a movement to 
force it out.  

ORGANISERS OF last year’s NHS protest said 200,000 turned out Picture: Guy Smallman

Cuts are to blame for the winter 
crisis—‘health tourism’ is racist lie
SHADOW HEALTH secretary Jon 
Ashworth pledged last week that 
a Labour government would 
defend the rights of EU migrants 
working in the NHS. “We will 
defend your rights, we will 
defend your citizenship,” he told 
a Labour Party rally in London 
last Thursday.

It’s important that Labour has 
pledged that—there’s a battle 
over who to blame for the NHS 
crisis.

A YouGov poll last week 
showed that people’s top concern 
is the NHS. But it was quickly 
followed by immigration.

Privatisation
The Tories and right wing media 
smear migrants as a drain on 
resources in a bid to divert 
attention from the real cause of 
the NHS crisis. Years of budget 
cuts, privatisation and the 
decimation of social care are the 
real culprits.

The Daily Express newspaper 
knows the NHS crisis is a life 
and death issue for its readers. 
But to deflect from the Tories’ 
cuts, closures and privatisation 

it ran headlines last month on 
the “Scandal of Health Tourism” 
and demanded “Give Foreign Aid 
Cash to NHS”. 

“Health tourism” is a lie. The 
claimed sums make up just  
0.3 percent of the NHS budget—
and is a racist code for migrants 
and black people using the health 
service.

The Tories introduced charges 
and passport checks for some 
migrants last January.  

The British Medical Association 
(BMA) raised concerns last 
week over the NHS passing 
thousands of patients’ addresses 
to immigration officials. 

GP Lucinda Hiam works for 
the Doctors of the World charity, 
which runs clinics for migrants. 
She told the Health Select 
Committee last month that the 
data sharing was already putting 
pregnant women at risk. 

“Pregnant women are 
frightened to go to the GP and 
trying to assuage their fears isn’t 
working,” she explained. 

“Women won’t go to their 
GP anymore, even those 
experiencing domestic violence.”

Migrant workers built the 
NHS—but migrants and black 
people still face institutional 
racism.

The Homerton University 
Hospital and Barts Health NHS 
Trusts in east London span 
some of the most multicultural 
areas in the city. Yet their latest 
equality reports showed that 
black workers are less likely to 
be promoted and more likely to 
be disciplined.  

To resist the Tories’ assault, 
activists have to make sure that 
the working class is not divided 
by racism. That’s why Stand Up 
To Racism (SUTR) has organised 
a Migrants Make Our NHS bloc 
on the NHS demo this Saturday. 

Activists are also building for 
the SUTR trade union conference 
in London on Saturday  
10 February. 
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SATURDAY 17 MARCH

lNo to racism, Islamophobia,  
and antisemitism 

lEU nationals are here to stay 

NATIONAL DEMONSTRATIONS

London, Glasgow & Cardiff 

TRADE UNION 
CONFERENCE

Hamilton House, London WC1H 9BD

STAND UP TO RACISM

lJoin the debate about how to mobiilise 
for 17 March and give confidence to 
anti-racists in every workplace

To register go to standuptoracism.org.uk

Firefighters are being called to medical emergencies more frequently

SATURDAY 10 FEBRUARY

FIX IT NOW
Saturday 3 February

Assemble 12 noon, Gower 
Street, London WC1E 6BN

Called by Health 
Campaigns Together & 
The People’s Assembly

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

TAKE ON DONALD TRUMP’S 
PRESIDENTS CLUB

 S 
EXIST-IN-CHIEF Donald 
Trump has said “I’ll be 
there” for a state visit to 
Britain in October. He 
reneged on his promise 

to visit earlier this month amid 
fears of huge protests.

Speaking to ITV presenter and 
friend Piers Morgan, Trump said, “I 
get so much fan mail from people 
in your country. 

“We get tremendous support 
from people in the UK.”

But if Trump comes, it will 
prompt massive opposition on the 
streets.

The interview came days 
before Trump was due to give 
his state of union address, which 
marks the official one-year 
anniversary of his presidency. 

But figures show he is deeply 
unpopular in the US—his approval 
rating hovers at around  
30 percent.

Trump’s threat came as the 
Financial Times (FT) newspaper 
last week revealed the sexist 
behaviour at the Presidents Club 
(see page 7). 

The behaviour of super rich 
men at these events shows their 
contempt for working class 
women. The mainstream media’s 
shock at the revelations was 

hypocritical. But the FT’s decision 
to pursue the investigation shows 
that attitudes are shifting in the 
wake of the millions of women 
who have spoken openly about 
sexual harassment and abuse. 

We need to take advantage 
of the shift to push the fight into 
every corner of society—onto 
campuses and into workplaces, 
where we can fight back 
collectively.

Other important struggles are 
taking place. The Irish government 
has agreed to hold a referendum 
in May on whether to retain or 
repeal the Eighth Amendment.

This restrictive abortion law 
means women living in Ireland 
are forced to travel to other 

countries—or risk unsafe and 
illegal abortions. 

Women should control their 
their own bodies and have the 
right to free abortion on demand.

The referendum is taking place 
because the government could 
no longer ignore growing political 
pressure. The fight against the 
Eighth Amendment shows the 
impact that demonstrations and 
campaigning can have. 

We must use every 
opportunity to take to the streets.

There will be plenty of reasons 
to demonstrate against Trump 
should he dare to visit.

We must build a movement 
that makes sure Trump knows he 
is not welcome here. 

Our first chance to protest 
against his bigotry will be 
at the Stand Up To Racism 
demonstrations in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff on 17 March.

The furious reaction to the 
Presidents Club—an event that 
has been held for 33 years—
shows ideas change.

We can all celebrate the 
Presidents Club disbanding. But 
it’s also possible to fight for more 
fundamental change and build a 
society where oppression is a 
thing of the past.

THE BENEFITS OF FIGHTING
 T HE  TORIES have been forced 

to make a major U-turn on 
benefits.

A High Court ruling 
last December said the 
government had been “blatantly 
discriminatory” towards people 
with mental health problems.

The Tories had tried to stop 
people qualifying for higher 
Personal Independence Payments 
(Pip) if they were suffering 
“psychological distress”.

The Tories have decided not 
to challenge the ruling and will 

instead review all 1.6 million 
disability benefit claims made over 
the last four years. This could 
see 220,000 claimants eventually 
receive higher awards—and get 
money backdated.

The case exposed the Tories’ 
contempt for vulnerable people. 

The judge said the move 
to exclude people suffering 
psychological distress from higher 
payments was based on nothing 
more than “subjective opinion”.

The climbdown is a victory. But 
the review could take years while 

the Tory onslaught continues. 
Pip claimants live in constant 

fear of losing benefits. Nearly half 
of Pip claimants had their money 
cut or halted in 2016 due to 
reviews.

Some 20 percent of Pip 
claimants had their payments cut 
after review in 2016, compared to 
10 percent in 2014.

It’s good the Tories have been 
pushed back and it shows that 
campaigning can get results. 

Let’s keep fighting to scrap all 
of their attacks on benefits.

The behaviour of 
super rich men 
shows contempt 
for working class 
women 

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 

May will stumble on 
unless we topple her
HOW LONG can the Tories survive? The renewed 
fever about Brexit and the lack of direction from the 
government has generated deeper Tory splits.

Theresa May was expected to suffer numerous defeats 
in the House of Lords this week that will then need to be 
tortuously overturned in the Commons later on.

At the Davos World Economic Forum last week chancellor 
Philip Hammond made the mistake of saying what he really 
felt about Brexit.

In common with much of big business and the banks, he 
said he hoped for a deal where the British and EU economies 
would diverge only “very modestly”.

This was seen as an outrageous provocation by those 
Tories who sense betrayal from those they term “Binos”—
Brexit in name only. 

Former minister Andrew Percy said Hammond must “put 
a sock in it”. Brexit minister Steve Baker said there would be 
a mutiny if May did not rein in Hammond. 

So a “Downing Street source” had to rebuke Hammond 
publicly and say that the eventual deal could “not be 
described as very modest changes”. 

May’s problem is that when she leans towards one side in 
the Brexit rows, she instantly stokes up fury from the other lot. 

Pro and anti-Brexit MPs urge May to be more decisive—
but in completely opposite directions.

Pro-Brexit Jacob Rees-Mogg says the government is 
“cowering and terrified of the future”.

Former Tory minister and anti-Brexit MP Rob Halfon 
told BBC Radio 4, “We need to have less policy-making by 
tortoise and more policy-making by lion.”

The Telegraph newspaper has published a series of 
WhatsApp messages that “reveal the increasing acrimony over 
Brexit at the most senior levels of the Conservative Party”.

Among the messages was one from climate change 
minister Claire Perry who says, “The ‘sell out traitor mob’ 
should be ignored. 

“And I would hypothesise that they are mostly elderly 
retired men who do not have mortgages, school-aged 
children or caring responsibilities so they represent the 
swivel-eyed few not the many we represent.”

Fellow Tory MPs Bernard Jenkin and Nadine Dorries 
then go on to distance themselves from Perry with Dorries 
saying Leave voters in the north of England “would be very 
unhappy indeed at that comment”. 

The Telegraph also reported that “around 40” Tory MPs 
have written letters calling for a no-confidence vote, which is 
“just short” of the 48 required to trigger one.

Fatten
The basis of the Brexit row is how best to fatten British 
capitalism and win elections. One section thinks business 
will gain only by sticking close to the EU. 

The other wants above all else to promote British 
nationalism, slash migration and make trade deals with the 
US and others. Neither side cares remotely about workers in 
Britain or elsewhere.  

But there remains a problem. As James Forsyth writes in 
the right wing Spectator magazine, “How long can this drift 
go on? Well, quite a long time. 

“Tory MPs don’t want to risk making things worse and a 
leadership fight would do that. Too many people want the 
job, and any contest would be an ugly free-for-all.”

So a crisis-ridden government can stagger on savaging 
the NHS, ignoring the homeless, holding down public sector 
pay, scapegoating Muslims and migrants and attacking 
disabled people.

Yet Labour remains fixated on elections rather than 
resistance in the here and how. Perhaps the English local 
elections in May will be disastrous for the Tories. If that 
happens then May might be removed but that doesn’t 
necessarily mean a general election. 

On Brexit Labour does not have out a clear programme. 
It needs to break from the EU austerity, defend and extend 
workers’ rights, protect and enhance workers’ freedom of 
movement, fight for NHS funding now and so on.

It’s easy to see the Tories are in trouble. But the battle to 
remove them has to be stepped up massively.

The Tories will survive as long as the trade union and 
Labour leaders let them.

Anti-racists fight to keep the 
legacy of Powell in the gutter
by SAM ORD in Wolverhampton

CAMPAIGNERS protested 
outside a meeting debat-
ing the legacy of racist 
Tory MP Enoch Powell 
in  Wolverhampton on 
Saturday.

The protest was called by 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
in response to a debate organ-
ised by the Express and Star 
newspaper.

Panellists included former 
Tory parliamentary candi-
date Nigel Hastilow, who 
was dumped after he wrote 
a column in the newspaper 
that said, “Enoch Powell was 
right”.

Fi f ty  years  ago this 
April Powell, who was a 
Wolverhampton MP, made 
his “Rivers of Blood” speech 
targeting African Caribbean 
migrants.

Bill Etheridge, MEP for the 
racist Ukip party, was due to 
speak at Saturday’s meeting, 
but couldn’t join the panel 
because he turned up late. 
That didn’t stop him from 
scapegoating migrants for 
austerity in a contribution 
from the floor.

Heckled
Some 35 people protested 
outside the meeting. Then 
we went in and heckled 
Etheridge as he spoke, call-
ing him a “scumbag”.

We had an impact in the 
meeting—a proposal to erect 
a plaque to Powell was voted 
down.

The debate shows how 
the right are trying to push 
racism against migrants. But 
it also shows that there’s 
potential to oppose them.

Around  400  peop le 
attended a Love Music Hate 
Racism (LMHR) gig in nearby 
Birmingham on the previ-
ous night. It marked LMHR’s 
return to The Crossing in 
Digbeth after a successful 
show last February. 

Affie, a student, told 
Socialist Worker, “Music is 

something that’s an impor-
tant part of the African dias-
pora. It’s also something 
that’s intrinsic to everyone, 
it’s always been a big part of 
resistance.” 

Kioko, who headlined the 
show, backed the Students 
Against Racism national con-
ference on 3 March.  College 
student Mariya said, “I’m 
coming down to it because of 
Lowkey. 

People have stopped talk-
ing about the Grenfell Tower 
fire, but Lowkey is still speak-
ing up about it.”

Moyra and Yvette from the 
Justice for Grenfell campaign 
spoke at the gig. Other speak-
ers included Lois Browne 

from LMHR and Kadisha 
Brown-Burrell, whose brother 
died in police custody.

Anti-racists in Birmingham 
are now building for a SUTR 
rally on 1 March in the run 
up to the national demonstra-
tions in London, Glasgow and 
Cardiff on 17 March. 

A similar rally is planned in 
Wolverhampton on 9 March. 

They are an important 
opportunity to build mass 
opposition to the Tories’ 
racist attacks on Muslims, 
migrants and refugees.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

PART OF the protest in Wolverhampton (above)  
Zara Sykes at the Love Music Hate Racism gig (left)

Holocaust memorial events say, ‘Never again’
ANTI-RACISTS held 
meetings around 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
on Saturday 27 January. 
They were organised 
by Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF).

The Nazis murdered 
six million Jews between 
1941 and 1945—a third 
of Europe’s Jewish 
population. 

A further five million—
including disabled people, 
Romani people, LGBT+ 
people and political 
opponents—perished at 
the hands of the regime.

Over 40 people joined a 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
meeting in Bristol.

Sophia Beach, a socialist 

student at the University 
of Bristol, talked about the 
UAF educational trip to 
Auschwitz death camp last 
November. 

Other speakers included 
David Weltman, whose 
parents were Jewish 
partisan fighters.

On the same night  
60 people joined a 
Holocaust Memorial 
meeting in Liverpool.

Speakers included 
Unison union general 
secretary Dave Prentis, 
FBU firefighters’ union 
north west regional 
secretary Mark Rowe and 
Liverpool deputy mayor 
Ann O’Byrne.

And SUTR held a similar 
meeting in Islington in 

north London on the same 
night. 

Around 50 people also 
came to the Holocaust 
Memorial meeting in 
Hackney in east London on 
Tuesday night.

Speakers included Rabbi 
Herschel Gluck, and David 
Rosenberg from the Jewish 
Socialist Group.

And in Stockport, 
SUTR organised a public 
commemoration of the 
Holocaust in the town 
centre.

Julie Ward, Labour MEP, 
delivered a stirring speech 
calling for redoubled 
activity against the growth 
of racist and fascist forces.
Longer online. Go to  
bit.ly/2BBz6W1Dave Prentis in Liverpool

ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER
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Presidents 
Club shows 
the sexism 
of the rich
Horrific treatment of women at an 
exclusive dinner is shocking, but not 
surprising, argues Sadie Robinson

UNDERCOVER REPORTERS at 
the Financial Times (FT) newspa-
per have shone a light on the vile 
harassment of women carried 
out by men at the top of society.

Two women journalists worked 
as “hostesses” at the secretive 
Presidents Club Charity Dinner 
in London’s Dorchester Hotel last 
week. The women were made to 
wear very short black outfits with 
matching underwear and high heels 
at the men-only event.

They were groped, harassed and 
propositioned by men through-
out the event, and more than one 
woman was left feeling “frightened”.

This wasn’t a gathering of men on 
the fringes of society—it was people 
at the heart of the establishment. It 
drew together top financiers, politi-
cians and bosses.

As the FT put it, “Current and 
past supporters provide a roll call 
of British wealth and business 
influence.”

One of the FT reporters, Madison 
Marriage, told the BBC, “I was 
groped several times and numerous 
other hostesses said the same thing 
happened to them.

“It’s hands up skirts, hands on 
bums but also hands on hips, hands 
on stomachs, arms going round your 
waist unexpectedly. One woman 
was asked if she was a prostitute.”

Official
The dinner’s official purpose is to 
raise cash for services. In the past it 
has raised funds for Great Ormond 
Street Hospital.

But it seems organisers are 
openly proud of its real purpose—
to give rich men a private space to 
harass women. One auction host, 
Jonny Gould, declared it “the most 
un-PC event of the year”.

Among those listed as due 
to attend were Arcadia Group’s 
Philip Green, hedge fund boss 
Henry Gabay and Peter Jones from 
Dragons’ Den. Newly-appointed 
undersecretary of state for chil-
dren and families Nadhim Zahawi 
was also named on the seating plan 
along with Labour peer Jonathan 

Mendelsohn, who has since been 
effectively sacked.

Guests could bid on auctions to 
win a lunch with Tory foreign sec-
retary Boris Johnson or afternoon 
tea with Bank of England governor 
Mark Carney. 

Hostesses had to sign a five-page 
non-disclosure agreement about 
the event on arrival—without being 
able to read its contents.

Whenever sexual abuse and har-
assment is exposed there are excla-
mations of shock and outrage from 
those at the top. They claim to be 
utterly unaware of the behaviour 
and pledge to take steps to stop it.

The President Club has dis-
banded since the FT investigation, 
but that is not enough. 

In reality everyone involved 
knew what the event would be like. 
In the same way, the sexual har-
assment carried out by Hollywood 
director Harvey Weinstein and dis-
graced celebrity Jimmy Savile was 
well known too.

We should never fall for the lie 
that those at the top of society are 
our “betters”. They are the most 
vile, the most backward and the 
most reactionary—and we need to 
fight for a society without them

On other pages...
How struggle won women the vote 
>>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
The Financial Times sent 
journalists to work as hostesses
lAn ‘enforcement team’ made 
sure they spent enough time with 
the male guests
lBouncers stopped women from 
spending too long in the toilets
lOne hostess said a guest 
exposed his penis to her
lOne auction lot was a lapdance
lAnother auction lot was plastic 
surgery advertised with the 
caption, “Add spice to your wife”

THE DORCHESTER Hotel, where the men-only dinner took place 

Disgraced guestlist includes Tory 
donors and a Labour businessman
IT TOOK just over a day for 
attendees of the disgraced 
Presidents Club to launch their 
defence.

One man who attended the 
event told Sky News on Thursday 
that it wasn’t as bad as it’s been 
made out. “It’s been painted as 
some kind of Roman orgy,” he 
complained. He then added, “I 
wouldn’t be surprised if there 
were a few guys who behaved in a 
handsy way or made inappropriate 
innuendos to girls. That wouldn’t 
shock me. When blokes get 
together they can be silly.”

He added, “I suppose it just adds 
some glamour. They were standing 
around looking pretty, but there 
was no harm done in that.”

He said the men were there 
because they “want to support 
charity and go for a night out—
don’t think there’s anything more 
sinister than that. The fact they 
had money is irrelevant to all this.”

Meanwhile the Tories have 
rushed to distance themselves 
from the club and the event. 
Foreign secretary Boris Johnson 
“knew nothing” about the fact 
that a lunch with him was being 
auctioned at the men-only event. 

Tory MP Nadhim Zhawi “didn’t 

stay long enough” to witness any 
harassment or abuse.

But it’s ridiculous to say that the 
event isn’t linked to the Tories. 

David Robert Meller, Harvey 
Soning and Bruce Ritchie are the 
Presidents Club’s three trustees.

Two of them are Tory donors.
Meller and Ritchie have given 

the Tories £222,273 between 
them. Nearly £70,000 of that was 
donated in the last two years.

Ritchie’s last donation was 
£50,000. This is the minimum 
required to be part of the Tories’ 
Leader’s Group—whose members 
can have meals with Theresa May 
and cabinet ministers.

Meller resigned from the board 
of the Department for Education 
after the FT article was published.

And it’s not just Tories who 
were part of the Presidents Club. 
Labour peer Jonathan Mendelsohn 
was at the event.

He was effectively sacked 
from the party’s frontbench last 
Thursday. A Labour spokesperson 
said, “Jeremy Corbyn has asked 
Lord Mendelsohn to step back 
from the frontbench as he attended 
the Presidents Club dinner, and he 
has agreed to do so.”
Mendelsohn should never have 

been in a Labour post in the first 
place. He is or was an important 
figure in nine firms.

Mendelsohn was later embroiled 
in Labour’s funding scandal, and 
faced calls to quit after it was 
alleged he knew of arrangements 
to fund the Labour Party through 
intermediaries.

The Presidents Club has 
announced it is closing down.

But as the attendee who spoke 
to Sky News put it, “Maybe it 
will rise from the ashes. Maybe 
somebody else will set something 
up, something charitable.”

Whatever the future of the 
Presidents Club, rich men won’t be 
at a loss for opportunities to harass 
women.
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US won’t  
hold back 
Turkey in 
Syrian war
Looking to the US to intervene on 
behalf of the Kurds is a recipe for 
disaster, argues Nick Clark

TURKEY’S MILITARY will push 
its war on Kurds deeper into 
northern Syria, Turkish presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 
suggested.

Erdogan said on Sunday that 
Turkey would “clean” Kurdish 
YPG militia fighters from its entire 
border with Syria. That would mean 
an extension of the war it launched 
in Afrin, north west Syria, earlier in 
January which may already have 
killed hundreds of people.

At least eight civilians were 
reported on Monday to have been 
killed following Turkish airstrikes 
on a Syrian village. The Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights 
watchdog said five children from 
one family were among the dead.

The Turkish military boasted on 
Monday that it had killed nearly 
600 people since its assault on Syria 
began. The YPG and linked militant 
groups say the number killed is 
much lower.

Joined
People protested in solidarity with 
the Kurds in several European cities 
over the weekend.

Some 20,000 people joined 
a protest in Cologne, Germany, 
which was attacked by riot cops. 
Some 2,000 cops, backed up by 
water cannons, blocked the march 
and demanded marchers drop flags 
supporting the banned Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK).

Thousands more people pro-
tested in cities such as Paris and 
London.

The London march heard calls 
for an end to British arms sales to 
Turkey and for Labour and trade 
unions to oppose repression by 
Turkey.

Erdogan’s war is aimed at crush-
ing the YPG, which is linked to the 
PKK. The PKK fights for equal rights 
and autonomy for Turkey’s Kurdish 
minority, and has led armed resist-
ance to Turkey’s repression against 
the Kurds.

But the invasion brings Turkey 
into conflict with the US, which 
has armed and supported the YPG, 

and even carries the risk of direct 
clashes with US forces.

The US and its key Middle East 
ally Israel have both intervened in 
Syria, fearing that their rivals Iran 
and Russia could gain more influ-
ence. The US backed the YPG to 
help it seize control of large areas 
of Syria. 

US special forces are also sta-
tioned further to the east of Afrin. 
That means Turkish and US forces 
could clash if Turkey pushes its 
invasion eastwards.

The spokesperson for the US-led 
forces in Syria warned last week 
that its forces would “defend them-
selves” against any Turkish attack.

In a sign of tension between 
the US and Turkey, Erdogan and 
Donald Trump held a phone call 
last week—but later disagreed over 
what was said.

Trump claimed to have warned 
Erdogan to “limit its military 
actions”. But Turkey said the US 
account of the call was inaccurate. 

Competition among rival powers, 
vying for control of Syrian territo-
ries risks spiralling into an even 
bloodier conflict in which the Kurds 
are used as a pawn.

The Turkish invasion must be 
wholly opposed.

Kurdish groups that have allied 
themselves with the US in the past 
have always been betrayed. The 
Kurds won’t gain from tying them-
selves to the US, which has wreaked 
havoc across the Middle East.

BACK STORY
The US has backed the Kurdish 
YPG forces fighting in north 
west Syria
lTurkey attacked Kurds in 
northern Syria earlier in January
lThe US has issued half-hearted 
warnings to Turkish president 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, but is 
unlikely to do anything because 
Turkey is a member of Nato 
lLooking to the US to provide a 
solution means aligning with its 
interests 

AUSTRIA

Protest at far right ‘Academics Ball’
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

AROUND 15,000 anti-fascists 
protested outside the far right 
“Academics Ball” in Vienna, 
Austria, last Friday.

The Nazi FPO party was on 
heightened security ahead of the 
annual gathering of “nationalist” 
fraternities, made up of students 
and graduates. 

Since the Tory/Nazi coalition 
was sworn in last December, the 
fascists have faced mass protests 
on the streets. 

The FPO came under fire after 
the Falter newspaper published 
lyrics from the Germania 

fraternity’s song book that 
mocked the Holocaust. Udo 
Landbauer, an FPO MP in Lower 
Austria’s regional parliament, is 
its deputy co-chairman.  

Eighteen of the party’s 51 MPs 
are members of such fraternities.

Pressures
Inside the ball, FPO leader 
and deputy prime minister 
Heinz-Christian Strache said 
antisemitism had no place 
on the right. This is a sign of 
pressures on the FPO to appear 
“respectable”—and has been 
part of its strategy to break into 
the mainstream. 

It remains a deeply antisemitic 

organisation, one founded by 
a former SS officer after the 
Second World War. The leaders 
of Jewish organisations in 
Vienna had said they wouldn’t 
take part in official Holocaust 
Memorial Day commemorations 
if Strache was involved. 

Prominent concentration 
camp survivor Rudolf Gelbard 
discharged himself from hospital 
to join the protest. “It is an 
obligation to be here since  
19 people from my family were 
murdered,” he said.

It will take more mass 
opposition to beat back the 
Nazis—and the wider racism 
that fuelled their rise. 

German manufacturing workers on strike
THOUSANDS OF manufacturing 
workers downed tools across 
Germany last Saturday in their 
fight for higher pay and a shorter 
working week.

Nearly a million 
IG Metall union 
members, who work 
in steel mills, car 
factories and other 
manufacturing plants, 
have been holding 
short walkouts since 
January. They were 
already hitting bosses’ 
profits—but their 

latest action marked an important 
escalation. 

A BMW car manufacturer 
spokesperson said, “Twenty-

four hour strikes would indeed 
be painful.” A previous three-
hour stoppage at its plant in 
Munich meant 250 cars weren’t 

assembled. And similar 
stoppages at rival Audi left
700 cars unassembled. IG 
Metall chair Jorg Hofmann 
said, “We have to step up the 
pressure on employers so 
they show some willingness 
to compromise.”

If bosses don’t make 
concessions, the unions has 
threatened to ballot workers 
for prolonged strikes.  

THE TURKISH army takes the Kurdish city of Afrin  

IG Metall union members
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Stay angry at 
refugee crisis
AT THE ferry port of 
Ouistreham in northern 
France over 80 young 
men are being denied 
basic human rights. 

The local mayor and 
prefect impose draconian 
policies both on the 
refugees and anybody 
trying to help them. 

Many Brits are totally 
unaware that 3,000 
refugees are still around 
Calais and are in dire 
straits. 

The cops are still 
gassing, beating and 
intimidating refugees.

Steve Hill 
Placy Montaigu

BBC is racist 
towards India
FOR THE past several 
decades the BBC has 
carried on a relentless 
propaganda campaign 
against India. Its 
commentaries often reek 
of racist patronage and 
condescension.

There is a huge 
underswell of resentment 
against Britain.

V Ramnath
Hebbetegiri

John Prescott 
the hypocrite
WHILE John Prescott 
might well have 
threatened the 
renationalisation of the 
railways in 1993, he soon 
gave up his “old socialist 
principles”.

On pages 171-173 of 
his autobiography he 
proudly boasts that it 
was he who invented 
the public-private 
partnership.

John Newsinger
Brighton

Obama was a 
monster too 
I READ your report of 
the Women’s March 
(Socialist Worker online) 

But where were the 
protests against Obama’s 
eight years continuous 
warfare?

Dominic Davidson
On Facebook

Great to see 
students fight
AMAZING TO see 
students at UAL in 
Elephant and Castle in 
south London occupy 
their university against 
gentrification.

It gives me confidence 
to see young people fight 
back.

Kim Hunter
On Facebook

Our strike votes show we 
can beat Tory anti union law 
THE UCU union’s fantastic ballot 
result last Monday should give 
every worker a real boost.

Congratulations to all the reps 
and branch officers who worked 
their socks off to persuade the 
40,000 members in the USS 
pension scheme to support action.  

Activists organised videos, 
leaflets, mailshots and mass 
meetings. We can all learn from 
how UCU, and the CWU union last 
year, fought to win these ballots.

Most of the university branches 
achieved the required 50 percent 
turnout. That shows what can be 
achieved if there’s a real will to 
win at all levels of the union and 
we organise to get the vote out. 

In the process they recruited 
loads of new members, proving 

that people join unions when they 
see them fighting back.

UCU’s members know the stakes 
are sky high. UCU Left supporters 
on the NEC have consistently 
argued against any shoddy deal. 

UCU must hit back hard at 
stubborn employers intent on 
cutting their pension liabilities in 
preparation for privatisation. 

Employers’ leaders want to 
replace guaranteed pension 
payments with a scheme making 
the stock market king. 

This is theft of workers’ deferred 
earnings. Only hard hitting action, 
not tokenism, can stop it.

Student support will be vital to 
stop university bosses turning 
them against lecturers. 

We’ll need everyone who 

supports us to pile in with 
solidarity messages, collections 
and join the pickets and 
demonstrations. 

Laura Miles
Leeds University UCU

nI AM delighted that most 
universities have voted to strike. 
And let’s all build the action.

But I hope it doesn’t mean that 
every union decides national ballots 
are a mistake and that we must 
ballot workplace by workplace. 

“Disaggregated” ballots where 
each workplace votes separately 
can leave all the weaker ones on 
the sidelines. National action is 
still possible.  

Ann Davis
East London

Up the 
Nantes 
protesters!
I WAS inspired this week to 
read of the success of 
campaigners in Nantes in 
south-western France. 

They have fought for 
over a decade against 
proposals to build a new 
airport in their area. 

The airport would have 
brought more noise 
pollution, environmental 
pollution, traffic, destroyed 
farmland and the 
countryside. 

Their campaign brought 
together a diverse coalition 
of farmers, residents, 
environmentalists and 
direct action campaigners. 

It combined direct action 
with mass protests—every 
year 40,000 people would 
join a demonstration 
against the airport. 

The lessons are there for 
everyone fighting over 
environmental campaigns 
today—whether its against 
fracking or airport 
expansion in Britain. 

The success in Nantes 
shows us that campaigning 
can win. 

We must stop big 
business—whether it’s 
fracking companies or 
airport corporations 
flattening our local 
communities. To do this 
we need mass united 
campaigns that can bring 
together campaigners from 
different backgrounds and 
traditions.

Martin Empson
Manchester

Creeping & 
privatisation  
STOCKPORT hospital NHS 
anti-cuts protest is now in 
its 70th week.

This placard is a 
message from one of the 
protesters to health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt.

Hunt is just the latest 
political creep to try and 
sell off our NHS.

But the Carrillion 
disaster shows how urgent 
it is to completely reverse 
their privatisation process.

Labour’s previous role 
in privatisation means 

that the party under 
Corbyn’s leadership will 
be held to account on this.

There must be no 
backsliding!

John Murphy 
Stockport

Building Holocaust Memorial Day 
THE OXFORD Stand Up To 
Racism Holocaust  
educational exhibition has 
got off to a good start with 
over 70 people coming on 
the first day. 

In the exhibition there 
are boards of text, graphics 
and photos. This year we 
played interviews with 
Holocaust survivors. 

Our first exhibition last 
year received good reviews 
and we were able to secure 
a free room in the Town 
Hall this year. People asked 
us to run it for a longer 
period, which we have.

This year we have 
incorporated short talks 
from Jewish, Muslim, 
Roma, LGBT+ and disabled 
people, women, trade 
unionists and the Labour 
movement.

Schools advertised the 
event in newsletters to 
parents, local councils 
advertised it on their 
websites. The Oxford 
university Jewish and 
Islamic societies and local 
trade unions also helped 
build the event. 

Julie Simmons
Oxford 

nUP TO 50 people attended 
a Holocaust Memorial 
meeting in Cambridge 
organised by Cambridge 
Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) and Cambridge 
National Education Union 
(NUT section).

Some school students 
present decided to organise 
a Love Music Hate Racism 
gig at their school. The 
meeting ended with a call 
for people to attend the 
Stand Up to Racism 
national demo.

Richard Rose
Cambridge

Just a 
thought...

Telling it like it is

Celebrating in Nantes



If you were middle 
class you could be 
bailed out of 
prison. Many didn’t 
have that option

‘‘ 

a n d 
contented.”
How did 

t h e  s u f f r a g e 
movement respond to the upsurge in 
workers’ struggle? The WSPU didn’t 
support the strikers because it sub-
sumed all political questions into the 
issue of the vote. 

E
MMELINE Pankhurst 
believed that, because 
some men could vote, 
they should seek change 
at the ballot box rather 
than the picket line. 

However, working class suffra-
gettes and suffragists took more 
notice of workers’ struggles, speaking 
at rallies and collecting for strikers. 

If the Great Unrest sharpened the 
class differences within the suffrage 
movement, the outbreak of the First 
World War tore it apart.

The WSPU called off all suffrage 
activity in the interest of “national 
unity”. It was suffragettes who intro-
duced the practice of giving white 
feathers to men they thought should 
be fighting in the war. In 1914 they 
changed the name of their magazine 
Suffragette to Britannia.

Emmeline and her daughter 
Christabel threw themselves into 
arguing that men fighting in the war 
should have votes. This won them 
friends in high places, and Asquith 
now announced that he was in favour 
of votes for women.

The war had a profound impact on 
women’s lives, as hundreds of thou-
sands left the household or domes-
tic service and became workers with 
independent lives. They poured into 
the factories, gaining independence 
and agency as workers.

Between 1914 and 1918 the 
number of women in jobs rose by 
1,345,000.

Women played a particularly sig-
nificant role in munitions production 
where, for instance, 100,000 women 
worked in Woolwich Arsenal in 1918.

The question of working class control 
exploded on to the world stage with 
the Russian Revolution in 1917.

Women in Russia were given the 
right to vote immediately following 
the revolution.

It raised the sights of people world-
wide because it offered an example of 
not just universal suffrage, but as a 
fundamental shift in society.

The revolution had a huge impact 
on activists in Britain, not least on 
Emmeline’s daughter Sylvia. She 
organised meetings to celebrate the 
revolution—one saw 7,000 people 
attend. And in July 1917 she changed 
the name of her magazine from 
Women’s Dreadnought to Workers’ 
Dreadnought.

The revolution inspired the working 
class, but was a warning for the ruling 
class. There was a series of mutinies in 
the armed forces in the latter half of 
the war. Capitalism was in crisis.

Britain also faced a revolt in one of 
its oldest colonies—Ireland. The 1916 
Easter Rising had caused another 
crisis for the British ruling class. 

Britain’s rulers cynically intro-
duced the 1918 Act partly as an 
attempt to divert workers’ struggle 
into parliament.

The Act came with some serious 
restrictions that blocked poor women 
from having the vote. Women were 
eligible to vote if they were over 30 
and they, or their husband, owned 
property.

This gave around 8.5 million 
women the vote—but that was only 
40 percent of women in Britain.

The rest had to wait another 
decade for the Equal Franchise Act of 
1928 that gave women equal voting 
rights with men.

The individual courage and deter-
mination of women’s suffrage cam-
paigners were instrumental in win-
ning women the vote.

The suffragettes and the suffragists 
showed extraordinary resilience in the 
face of the might of the British state.

But workers’ organisation was 
crucial too. The resistance of work-
ers during the Great Unrest and 
the Russian Revolution showed the 
British ruling class what it may have 
to contend with.

Workers in Petrograd weren’t fight-
ing directly for women’s suffrage.

But their fight for a revolutionary 
alternative strengthened the working 
class around the world.

 HOW STRUGGLE
 WON WOMEN 
THE VOTE
Everyone from MPs to top bosses will celebrate the centenary of women 
winning the vote next week. But it was a different story in 1918. 
Sarah Bates looks at the real story of how the vote was won—and how the 
state fought a brutal campaign to stop it

A 
SEA OF suffragette 
colours will mark next 
week’s centenary of 
the Representation of 
the People Act. The 
Act gave some women 

in Britain the right to vote for the 
first time.

Everyone now celebrates this—
including MPs who have organised 
various events in parliament. They 
rightly hail the Act as progressive. But 
at the time, the state brutally resisted 
extending the vote to women. The Act 
was a real gain that was won through 
struggle and resistance.

The most popular image of the fight 
for suffrage, or the right to vote, is 
Emmeline Pankhurst’s Women’s Social 
and Political Union (WSPU). 

Established in 1903 and with roots 
in the newly formed Independent 
Labour Party, it became the group 
most synonymous with the struggle 
for votes. The Daily Mail newspa-
per in 1906 dismissed its members 
as “suffragettes”. It wanted to imply 
that they were girlish or frivolous—
but the WSPU enthusiastically took 
up the name.

The suffragettes were militants—
they smashed windows, set fire to 
churches and made bomb threats. 

They held headline-grabbing 
stunts, including “rushing” the palace 
of Westminster and lowering a banner 
into the House of Commons demand-
ing the right to vote. 

Often women had to fit campaign-
ing in with caring for children and 
husbands. WSPU member Hannah 
Webster wrote of the difficulties of 
being on the “domestic treadmill” 
while being politically active.

“No cause can be won between 
dinner and tea, and most of us 
who were married had to work 
with one hand tied behind us, so 
to speak,” she wrote. “Public dis-
approval could be faced and borne, 
but domestic unhappiness, the price 
many of us paid for our opinions and 
activities was a very bitter thing.”

And public disapproval was a very 
real obstacle—women could be pelted 
with rotten eggs at meetings, or worse. 
Violence was so commonplace that 
some took to wearing body armour. 

State repression legitimised vio-
lence against suffragettes. Cops sex-
ually abused and assaulted women 
protesting for the vote. Activists 
faced derision from the press and 
politicians.

Suffragettes were imprisoned for 
courageous acts. Mary Leigh, for 
instance, climbed onto a roof and 
threw slates towards prime minis-
ter Lord Asquith when he came to 
Birmingham. She became the first 
person to endure force feeding. 

Around 1,000 suffragettes were 
imprisoned. Fighting for political pris-
oner status, many went on hunger 
strike. They were force fed through 
tubes in their nostrils, leading to pleu-
risy, infections, internal tearing and 
bowel problems. 

Some withstood this barbaric prac-
tice hundreds of times.

If you were middle class or had a 
sympathetic husband you could often 
be bailed out of prison. Many didn’t 
have that option. 

Alongside the suffragettes were 
many more suffragists. They sought 
constitutional change and had mass 
support among working class women.

Suffragists were more likely to 
lobby parliament or canvass for sym-
pathetic candidates than use the 
sometimes illegal methods of the 
suffragettes.

There were hundreds of thou-
sands of suffragists in the 

newly industrialised cities 
of northern England. By 
1918 almost 16,500 peti-
tions had been delivered 
to parliament.

Those fighting for 
the vote were divided in 
terms of politics, tactics 

and class. The question of 
how far to extend the fran-

chise was one of the most 

important questions for the move-
ment. More conservative elements 
wanted “votes on the same terms as 
men”. 

But voting restrictions at the time 
were so tight that around 40 percent 
of men were excluded. 

 To be entitled to vote men had 
to own property or 
pay at least 
£10 in rent, 
be a univer-
sity graduate 
and live in the 
same place for 12 months. 

It’s estimated that just  
5 percent of women would 
have qualified for the vote 
on these terms.

And most in the Labour 
Party were nervous 
about  ca l l ing for 
women to have the 
vote when working 
class men were often 
excluded from the 
franchise.

The fight for suf-
frage attracted women 
from every section of  
society, but the formal 
leadership was almost 
exclusively middle class. The 
lack of democracy in the WSPU 
helped to tear it apart twice, in 1908 
and 1912.

Disagreements about strategy also 
led to splits.

In 1912 frustration at the govern-
ment’s continued intransigence led 
Emmeline Pankhurst to call for a sharp 
turn to a new wave of militant action.

She told a meeting, “Those of you 
who can break windows, do so. Those 
of you who can still further attack the 
sacred idol of property so as to make 
the government realise that property is 
as greatly endangered by women as it 
was by the Chartists of old days, do so.

“I incite this meeting to rebellion.”
This decision left the WSPU lead-

ership divided. Dissenters were either 
expelled, like her daughter Sylvia, or 

SUFFRAGETTES
‘Red Emma’ 
Emma Lloyd Sproson

EMMA SPROSON became 
involved with the WSPU after 
Emmeline Pankhurst spoke 
at her Labour Party branch in 
Wolverhampton. She had been 
working since she was 11 years 
old, where she “delivering milk, 
mangling heavy, wet laundry and 
then as a shopgirl”.

Emma was a socialist who 
threw herself enthusiastically 
into political activity. In 1907 she 
travelled to London to a WSPU 
demonstration organised for the 
day after parliament opening. She 
was arrested twice in just one day 
and was given a choice of paying 
£1 or facing two weeks in jail. 

Emma became disillusioned 
with the WSPU but continued to 
be an active socialist, becoming 
Wolverhampton’s first woman 
councillor in 1921. 

SUFFRAGETTES
Selina Cooper 

Selina was one of the most 
celebrated activists of the 
suffrage movement. She worked 
at a cotton mill in Lancashire 
from the age of 11. But she was 
forced to stop work to care for her 
dying mother at the age of 18.

When Selina’s mother died, her 
political life began. She joined 
the Nelson Cotton Workers’ Union 
where she campaigned for basic 
workplace rights, including doors 
on toilets. She joined the National 
Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies (NUWSS) and collected 
800 signature on a petition to 
parliament in 1900.

Selina was a brilliant public 
speaker and toured the north 
west of England on behalf of 
the NUWSS, where hostility was 
not unusual. In Norfolk the lorry 
she was stood on to deliver her 
speech was driven into the village 
pond, where Selina had to wait to 
be rescued by police.

told by Emmeline, “We will smash 
you.”

Emmeline was inspired by the 
Chartists, a mass working class move-
ment that fought for democratic 
changes. But the isolated actions 
of the suffragettes lacked the class 
nature of the Chartist movement.

The suffragettes’ acts of vandalism 
or arson were troubling to the govern-
ment, but they didn’t represent a mass 
social force as the Chartists had.

Yet votes for women was not the 
only battle being fought. The Great 
Unrest of 1911-1914, a series of mass 
and often unofficial strikes, changed 
the landscape of the British labour 
movement. 

Wages fell by 10 percent between 
1900 and 1912. But trade union 

membership had trebled in ten 
years—it was time to fight back.

Ten million days were “lost” to 
strikes in 1911 and the resistance was 
spreading. Hundreds of thousands 
joined trade unions and huge work-
places walked out for a pay increase 
and better conditions.

Such was the confidence of some 
workers they rejected bosses’ offers 
that were higher than their original 
demands. Writing in the Daily Mail, 
HG Wells described it as “the open-
ing phase of a real and irreparable 
class war”.

He echoed the fears of many in 
the ruling class when he explained, 
“Our class has to set to work 
and make those other classes 
more interested and comfortable  

SUFFRAGETTE AS hammer, ready to smash shop windows (far left)  
Medal for suffragette prisoners. Each bar represents a period of hunger 
strike (left) Police arrest suffragette outside Buckingham Palace, 
London, in 1914 (above)
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WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRISTOL
Politics of the 
mind—Marxism and 
mental distress
Wed 28 Feb, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
GLASGOW
Politics of the 
mind—Marxism and 
mental distress
Thu 22 Feb, 7pm, 
Scottish Youth Theatre (Gold 
Room),105 Brunswick Street,
G1 1TF
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
LIVERPOOL
Politics of the 
mind—Marxism and 
mental distress
Wed 7 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, L1 3BT
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
MANCHESTER
Politics of the 
mind—Marxism and 
mental distress
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 14 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
MEDWAY
Why socialists should 
support transgender rights
Thu 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,ME4 4BP
PORTSMOUTH
Politics of the 
mind—Marxism and 
mental distress
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SWANSEA
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental 
distress with Iain Ferguson
Thu 1 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA20BP

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 7 Feb, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS

BARNSLEY
Trump—fire and fury 
in the White House
Thu 8 Feb, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
From Deliveroo to 
McStrike—how has the 
working class changed?
Wed 7 Feb, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
The ghetto fights—
Jewish resistance to 
the Nazis in Warsaw
Wed 7 Feb, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY

BRADFORD
Capitalism and 
technology—is a robot 
after your job?
Thu 8 Feb, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRISTOL
Socialism and the fight for 
Catalan independence
Thu 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Café 99,
99 Queens Road,
Bristol,
BS8 1LW
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
The politics of food
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
Burnley,
BB11 1NR

CAMBRIDGE
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Thu 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP
CARDIFF
Marxism and religion
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, 
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Thu 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Marxism and ecology—the 
fight to save our planet
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET
DONCASTER
How do we stop the 
rise of racism, fascists 
and the far right?
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street, DN1 3NJ
EDINBURGH
Where is Scottish 
Labour going?
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, 
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Nationalism, racism 
and fascism
Thu 8 Feb, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,  G1 5QT

HARLOW
Carillion, crisis and 
why the system fails
Thu 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
Harlow, CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Wed 7 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
How can the left 
shape Brexit?
Thu 8 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
William Morris—“How we 
live and how we might live”
Thu 8 Feb, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 7 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, L1 3BT
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
A people’s history of the NHS
Thu 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove, W10 5XL
LONDON: EALING
Why do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Thu 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd, W5 2RE

LONDON: HACKNEY
Imperialism and the struggle 
for Kurdish liberation
Thu 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, 
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd, 
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Bring down the borders—
let the refugees in
Thu 8 Feb, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Paul Robeson—
revolutionary artist
Wed 7 Feb, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, 
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Abortion wars—the fight 
for reproductive rights
Wed 7 Feb, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A rebel’s guide to Gramsci
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ
NOTTINGHAM
Winston Churchill—
hero or villain?
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN
OXFORD
How did women 
win the vote?
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way, 
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Is it too late to 
stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Thu 8 Feb, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St, 
S1 2JB

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

NATIONAL
Stand Up To Racism  Trade 
Union Conference
Sat 10 Feb, 10am, 
NEU Hamilton House,
Mabledon Place, 
WC1H 9BD
NATIONAL
March Against Racism—
UN Anti-Racism Day
Sat 17 March, 12am,  rally 
point to be confirmed
LIVERPOOL
Liverpool stands 
up to racism
Sun 18 Feb, 7pm, 
Unite Building,
Jack Jones House,
2 Churchill Way, L3 8EF

HULL
Thu 15 Feb, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ 

LONDON: SOUTH
Tue 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,
SW9 7PH

NORWICH
Thu 8 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

SCARBOROUGH
Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

100 years after women won the right to vote
Sexism and the system—the  
fight for women’s liberation

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

Politics of the Mind: Marxism and Mental Distress
by Iain Ferguson

Mental distress has become one of the key public issues  
of the 21st century. Depression currently affects  
350 million people worldwide. This book looks 
at the link between the current political and 
economic system and the soaring levels of 
mental distress we see in the world today.

BOOKMARKS 
the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£9.99

WOMEN WERE at the centre of the Egyptian Revolution
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MUSIC
FOLLOW THEM TRUE
by Stick In The Wheel 
available at  
stickinthewheel.com

FOLLOW THEM True, the 
new album by east London 
band Stick In The Wheel, 
proudly draws on the 
abiding folk tradition of 
working-class story telling 
and history. 

According to lead 
singer Nicola Kearey the 
opening track Over Again 
considers “how things 
come in cycles, rebirth…” 
and how people can be 
bound by “ritual” but can 
also free themselves from 
convention. 

Ian Carter’s resonator 
guitar’s thumping riff, 
Kearey’s clear vocals, the 

rich vocal harmonies, and 
the pithy lyrics, enact a 
punchy call for “a new 
start”.

Traditionally sung by 
a male narrator, White 
Copper Alley tells the story 
of a man who is robbed by 
a woman who works as a 
prostitute. 

Kearey repurposes this 
sexist song for women’s 
emancipation. 

She reimagines the 
tale from the woman’s 
perspective, empowering 
and reclaiming a 
demonised female 
character as a heroine who 
steals her sexual exploiter’s 
silver to save her dying 
child. 

As I Roved Out 
exemplifies the band’s 
fusion of electronic, 
automated sounds with 
traditional melodic 
structures and narratives. 

Stick In The Wheel 
combine intriguing stories 
of class conflict with an 
eloquence and clarity that 
makes this album bound to 
stick in the mind. 

This album builds 
excellently upon the 
rich history of British 
traditional music, elevates 
and documents working  
class life.
Mataio Dean

Anti-apartheid campaigner 
Hugh Masekela’s legacy 
Rehad Desai looks at the life of the most influential artist of the anti-apartheid 
movement and argues that it can inspire people fighting for a better world
HUGH MASEKELA, one of South 
Africa’s most recognised musi-
cians, recently passed away after 
a lengthy fight with cancer. 

His career was long and illustri-
ous, spanning six decades. His first 
big show was King Kong, the politi-
cal musical hit staged in London. He 
went onto play with greats in the 
1960s following his self-imposed 
exile to the US.

Artistic collaborations and lifelong 
ties of political solidarity with several 
leading African-American musicians 
soon followed. Masekela counted 
among his friends such figures in the 
jazz pantheon.

He soon moved away from the 
Avant Jazz scene and began to fuse 
music from around the world into 
a distinct sound which earned him 
commercial success.

Recognised
By the 1980s he became a globally 
recognised artist. His career rose in 
tandem with the anti-apartheid move-
ment because it aligned itself very 
directly with our struggle for freedom.

His career is a testimony to the 
power of music to animate the social 
and the political imagination while 
retaining its aesthetic potency. 

His talent led him to become a 
frame of reference for many black 
South African musicians. His convic-
tion and integrity meant he remained 
an astute and critical commentator 
on the socio-political situation in 
South Africa.

Masekela once said, “I’ve always 
stood on one fact—that all over the 
world, there are only two things, the 
establishment and the poor people. 

“The poor people are a massive 
majority and across the world they 
are exploited in different kinds of 
ways. The establishment depends 
on exploiting raw materials and the 
poor.”

He leaves behind a rich cultural 
and political legacy for 

South African artists 
to build upon. He 
will live on in our 
hearts and minds.    

Andreas Gursky the anti-capitalist?
ANDREAS GURSKY
Hayward Gallery, London 
For more information go to  
bit.ly/2tbEBKT

THE HAYWOOD gallery is hosting 
the first ever major retrospective 
of acclaimed German 
photographer Andreas Gursky. 

This lovingly curated exhibition 
starts during his formative 
years shooting large format 
natural landscapes. It finishes 
in the present as he embraces 
digital technology to make vast 
composites of many images 
seamlessly woven together.

While interpretations of his 
work vary wildly the common 
theme seems to be how humans 
have interacted with the world 
around them. While photography 
traditionally concentrates on 
a subject, Gursky’s images 

give a sense of encompassing 
everything. He commonly shoots 
from a high point, creating a vast 
canvass. 

Though never overtly political, 
many of his better-known images 
are interpreted as a critique of 
modern capitalism.

Tokyo Stock Exchange and 
Chicago Board of Trade illustrate 
the chaos of the free market. 

Hundreds of tiny yet 
exquisitely detailed traders 
interact with their screens and 
each other in a lawless montage.

Paris, Montparnasse is one of 
his more recognizable works. In 
it he has joined many individual 
images of one of the world’s 
largest housing developments. 

Each unique apartment 
forms part of a huge tapestry of 
hundreds of different stories and 
lives within a single image.

His workplace images are 
equally breathtaking. Amazon 
depicts the interior of one of the 
retail giant’s huge warehouses 
with its sterile order and infinite 
shelves of desirable goods.   

Nha Trang shows hundreds of 
Vietnamese women making IKEA 
furniture by hand.

His images of the enormous 
choreographed performances 
in North Korea rub up against 
Western cultural events such as a 
huge image of a German techno 
rave.

I remain completely baffled 
by the outlandish price tags 
attached to Gursky’s art. 

But there is little doubt that 
his vision has transformed the 
way in which many people see 
photography and the world 
around them.
Guy Smallman

A SECTION of Andreas Gursky’s Bahrain I, part of the Hayward Gallery’s exhibition 

Exhibition

Stick In The Wheel

Hugh Masekela plays  
Louis Armstrong’s  trumpet
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R
IGHT wingers are 
furious with Oxfam 
for an “anti-capi-
talist” tweet that 
slammed growing 
inequality. 

“We have an extreme form of 
capitalism that only works for 
those at the top,” it said. 

There’s no doubting the scale 
of the global divide between 
rich and poor. 

The evidence was in the 
charity’s global wealth report, 
released as the ruling class 
gathered for their annual World 
Economic Forum (WEF) in 
Davos, Switzerland. 

The report found that 42 
super-rich men held as much 
wealth as the world’s poorest 
3.7 billion people.

That’s even sharper than last 
year when it was 67 men—and 
the report underestimates the 
gulf between the rich and the 
rest of us. 

Bosses and bankers hide 
their fortunes in offshore tax 
havens, as the Panama and 
Paradise Papers exposed in the 
last two years.

The leaks showed that bil-
lionaires are often four times 
wealthier than their official rich 
list ranking in Forbes magazine.

Avoidance
For Oxfam the solution is meas-
ures to regulate the rich, such 
as raising corporation tax or 
stopping tax avoidance. “That is 
why we are calling for govern-
ments to manage economies so 
they work for everyone and not 
just the fortunate few,” it said.

It is possible to narrow the 
level of inequality in a capital-
ist system, and government pol-
icies matter.

When working people strug-
gle, and demand change, they 
can get results. When they are 
defeated and their organisa-
tions weakened then the gap 
grows.

After the Second World War, 
inequality was sharply reduced. 
Working class people had had 
enough of poor quality housing 
and inadequate healthcare and 
jobs. Fearing their anger, the 
bosses were forced to make big 
concessions.

The Labour government 
nationalised top industries, set 
up the NHS, built council hous-
ing and taxed the rich.

After that successive gov-
ernments, both Tory and New 
Labour, pushed free market 
reforms and attacked unions. 
This increased inequality. 

They have slashed corpora-
tion, income and inheritance 
taxes for the rich and driven 
down incomes for working class 
people.  

Privatisation and outsourc-
ing scams such as PFI shift mil-
lions of pounds into private 
hands.

And Tory austerity—from 
freezing public sector workers’  
wages to benefit reforms—
made this situation worse.

A
FTER the global 
crisis of 2008 
w o r k e r s  i n 
Britain suffered 
the longest wage 
squeeze since 

the Great Depression—the 
first one, in the 1870s. 

Meanwhile, the 1,000 richest 
individuals and families have 
seen their wealth more than 
double in the same period.

Similarly workers in the US 
haven’t had a real pay rise per 
hour since the 1970s. 

A backlash against this has 
fuelled support for left wing-
ers such as Jeremy Corbyn in 
Britain or Bernie Sanders in 
the US. And their policies, such 
as supporting a £10 an hour 
living wage or higher taxes 
for the rich, could help reduce 
inequality.

Just before the Davos 
summit Sanders issued a call 
to do something about spiral-
ling inequality and climate 
catastrophe.

And he said, “a new and 
international progressive 
movement must commit itself 

to tackling structural ine-
quality both between and 
within nations.”

Any such s t rug-
gle would be very 

welcome.
But there are 

s e v e r e  l i m i t s 
about how fair 

capitalism can be. It produces, 
reproduces, and widens the gap 
between rich and poor.

Inequality has existed in all 
class societies, but under capi-
talism it flows from the social 
relationship between bosses 
and workers. 

Exploitation is at the heart 
of the system. Bosses own and 
control the “means of produc-
tion”, whether that’s call cen-
tres and giant offices or facto-
ries and machinery. This means 
workers have to sell their ability 
to work—their labour power—
in order to make a living. 

Workers’ labour creates 
wealth, but bosses don’t pay 
workers the full value of what 
they create and grab a slice for 
themselves. The revolutionary 
Karl Marx called this gap “sur-
plus value”, which capitalists’ 
profits are based on.

Bosses have to maximise their 

profits or they’d go out of busi-
ness. That’s because the system 
is driven forward by competi-
tion between rival firms. 

To get ahead of their rivals 
capitalists need to increase 
productivity—get more out of 
workers. That means they will 
always try to squeeze extra 
from workers, whether that’s by 
driving down wages, axing jobs 

or denying workers in-work 
benefits such as sick or mater-
nity pay.

Sometimes technology helps 
to make workers more produc-
tive. Sometimes it’s just plain 
demands for more sweat. 

Modern “lean production” is 
one example of how to extract 
more. In the US studies showed 
workers did 42 to 52 seconds of 
actual work per minute in auto-
mobile assembly.

Bosses demanded this was 
replaced by Toyota’s 57-second 
minute thereby “filling up the 
pores of the working day”. 

Aside from adding seconds, 
management also reduced 
break time. 

If the reduction in break-
time were combined with 
Toyota’s 57-second minute, the 
employer would have gained 
almost two hours of extra work 
within the eight-hour day.

Workers’ labour 
creates wealth, 
but bosses don’t 
pay workers  
the full value

‘‘ 

Bosses fear a backlash at rising inequality. And so they should, 
writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans—their system is to blame

THE RICH 
BUSINESS 

Money to burn

A jewell-encrusted car
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A £3 million dog collar

READ MORE
 l Unravelling Capitalism: A Guide to 

Marxist Political Economy
By Joseph Choonara  

l The state and capitalism today
by Chris Harman
bit.ly/1IZlLoY

Available at Bookmarks, the socialist 
bookshop. Phone 020 7637 1848 or      
go to bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

THE RICH 
BUSINESS 

Such methods don’t make 
these bosses “extreme” capital-
ists”, they are simply following 
the logic of competition.

Under capitalism everything 
is submitted to this logic of 
profit and loss. 

W
HEN capi-
talism goes 
into crisis, 
governments 
push through 
policies that 

increase inequality. 
The likes of Thatcher and 

Reagan began pushing through 
free market reforms in the 
1980s in response to a deep-
rooted crisis of capitalism.

Capitalism had reached the 
limits of the post war boom 
and needed to find new ways 
of increasing profitability. 

Reforms during the 1950s 
and 60s that had reduced ine-
quality had been underpinned 
by an unprecedented capitalist 
boom. 

But once the system went into 
crisis, the ruling class needed to 
claw them back. Bosses needed 
to squeeze more out of workers 
and it also fuelled an explosion 
in the banking sector. 

This all helped the rich grab 
a bigger slice of the wealth and 
increase inequality. 

Similarly, the Tories didn’t 
pursue austerity just because 
they are nasty—although they 
undoubtedly are. 

Governments had bailed out 
the banks after the global crash 
and forced working class people 
to pick up the tab. 

Policies that increased ine-
quality fitted with the needs of 
capitalism at the time.

Right wingers are on the 
defensive because they are 
aware of the anger people feel 
toward them. 

So they push the lie that 
capitalism can actually create 
wealth for all—and help less 
developed countries catch up 

with the West. 
Apologists for capitalism 

argue that free markets and 
free trade benefits all countries, 
whether they’re rich or poor. All 
they have to do is find a product 
that they are good at producing 
and focus on exporting it. 

But richer capitalist states 
will use their advantage to keep 
ahead of less developed ones.

Many countries in the Global 
South still suffering from the 
underdevelopment that decades 
of slavery and Western colonial-
ism brought. 

And this has been perpet-
uated by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), whose 
policies have kept them locked 
in poverty and debt. 

In exchange for IMF loans, the 
countries have to push through 
brutal free market reforms. This 
is how capitalism works.

It also follows that that any 
serious assault on inequality 
will come up against the power 
of the ruling class. 

Mantras
And to win such reforms will 
take a war on all the mantras of 
the last 40 years about the need 
to slash taxes for companies and 
the rich, shrink the welfare state 
and weaken trade unions.

The ruling class has greeted 
the prospect of Jeremy Corbyn 
as prime minister with a mix of 
fear, outrage and preparation 
for resistance. 

Imagine how they would 
react to a government that 
really started to address not just 
the rise in inequality but the 
driver of inequality in the first 
place—capitalism.

The solution is a socialist 
society that is based on meeting  
social needs, not maximising 
profits. To uproot inequality 
we have to totally break from 
that logic—and that means get-
ting rid of capitalism altogether 
using the full revolutionary 
power of the working class.

People living in poverty in Alexandra Township in South Africa

The battle for trust and 
truth in an era of fake news 

Pundits blame social 
media for damaging 
trust in the news.  
Nick Clark looks at 
the real truth and lies 
behind fake news

THE TORIES’ new National 
Security Communications 
Unit sounds like it belongs 
in a Cold War spy novel.

It’s got the same enemy 
—Russia—and uses 
similar jargon. 

But the action won’t 
take place in dingy safe 
houses or the streets of 
East Berlin—it’s on your 
own Facebook newsfeed. 

The Tories’ new 
threat is “weaponised 
disinformation”—fake news.

So May took a swipe 
at Facebook at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos 
last week. She said social 
media platforms were being 
“used to facilitate child 
abuse, modern slavery or 
the spreading of terrorist 
and extremist content.”

For decades top Tories 
have covered up child abuse, 
tolerated sexual harassment 
and encouraged racism. 
They haven’t suddenly 
gained a conscience now.

Rag
Nor are they too bothered 
about truth in the media. 
Cabinet ministers enjoy 
a close relationship with 
Rupert Murdoch, owner 
of lying rag The Sun.

But there is a recognition 
that they’re losing the 
battle of ideas. The growing 
#MeToo movement against 
sexual harassment is one 
aspect of that. So is the 
widespread support for 
Jeremy Corbyn, which took 
mainstream politicians 
and pundits by surprise.

National newspapers are 
tied up in this too. Murdoch 
might have survived the 
phone hacking scandal, 
but trust in the media 
never fully recovered. 

Tory and Labour 
politicians alike could once 
rely on major news outlets 
to broadly promote their 
neoliberal worldview. 

Now that vision of society 
has failed, those media 

outlets have been caught out.
Trust in the news is falling. 

The Reuters Institute for the 
Study of Journalism surveyed 
70,000 people in 36 countries 
last year. In 28 countries, less 
than 50 percent of people 
trusted the news media.

In Britain trust had 
fallen by 7 percent since 
the same survey in 2016.

Some very rich and 
powerful people have 
excelled at exploiting 
this—particularly in the US 
where distrust was highest 
among right wingers. 

The likes of data mining 
firm Cambridge Analytica and 
far right website Breitbart 

built their success on it. 
Analytica and Breitbart have 
thrived on social media. 
Personal data harvested 
from Facebook means they 
can target specific groups.

Amplified
Echo chambers created by 
Facebook’s algorithms—
designed to show users more 
of what they like—have 
amplified their voices. 

Analytica plied its 
wares for Donald Trump’s 
election campaign and 
Nigel Farage’s Leave.EU. 

It quietly takes the credit 
for both Trump’s victory 
and the Brexit vote.

And the old establishment 
media like to believe that too. 

Major news companies 
have spent months 
complaining that social 
media is responsible for 
undermining trust in them.

They may have had some 
success. Facebook CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg announced 
this month changes to the 
newsfeeds algorithms.

Facebook will now show 
people less news overall, but 
it will be “higher quality”. 
It will now rank sources 
based on which ones its 
readers know and “trust”. 

Two questions will ask, “Do 
you recognise the following 
websites?” and “How much 
do you trust these domains?”

Smaller, more partisan 
sites will probably lose out 
from this—and the old news 
publishers may feel they’ve 
regained some control.

But the real causes of their 
problems haven’t gone away. 

It’ll take more than 
an algorithm to fix it. 

NEWSPAPERS BLAME the Leave Vote on online Fake News

READ MORE
lYou won’t believe the truth 
about Trump and fake news  
bit.ly/2jBtcw8
lDon’t let the corporations 
and the government censor 
the internet 
bit.ly/2EaR4S6
lls Putin pulling the 
strings? 
bit.ly/2Eaug4S

Trust in the 
media never 
quite recovered 
after Murdoch’s 
hacking scandal
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 Residents are told to pay up or burn
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

LANDLORDS AND building 
managers are still dragging 
their feet over essential fire 
safety work in the wake of 
the Grenfell Tower fire.

Only three social hous-
ing tower blocks have had 
their cladding removed after  
160 were identified as having 
the same flammable cladding 
as Grenfell. 

And however bad the situ-
ation is in the social housing 
sector, it is invariably worse 
in the private sector.

Residents in a privately-
owned Salford tower block, 
which is clad with similar 
material to Grenfell, have 
been told they must fund the 
cost of fire wardens. 

Charges 
The cost could run as high as 
£100,000, meaning service 
charges for some will triple.

Resident Matthew Crisp 
told the Manchester Evening 
News, “I’m worried this now 
sets a precedent for us to foot 
the bill for the cladding too.

“That’s devastating as I 
don’t know if I’ll be able to 
continue living in my home.” 

At a block in Croydon, 
south London, with the 
same cladding as Grenfell, 
residents have been told to 
foot the £2 million bill for its 
removal. 

Some 95 households will 

have to pay between £13,300 
and £31,300 each.

The residents’ building 
management firm First Prop-
erty Services said, “We know 
that this work and the costs 
are unwelcome. “However, as 

your property manager, our 
first priority has to be your 
safety.”

People could be made 
homeless from attempts to 
pass on the costs of safety 
work to residents. Jeremy 

Corbyn pledged on Sunday to 
house every homeless person 
in Britain if Labour won the 
next election. 

“We would give local 
authorities the power to take 
over deliberately kept empty 
properties,” he said. 

“There is  something 
grossly insulting about the 
idea you would build some 
luxury block and deliberately 
keep it empty,” he said.

On top of the number 
of homes left intentionally 
empty, half of the 1,900 
luxury apartments built in 
London last year failed to 
sell at all. 

Beacon 
Corbyn’s promises should be 
a beacon for people fighting 
for better housing. 

But it will take united 
action to make them a reality.

S u r v i v o r s ,  a c t i v i s t s 
and trade unionists were 
set to come together at a  
Justice4Grenfell meeting this 
Thursday. 

The meeting can be an 
important part of building 
a campaign that’s strong 
enough to challenge the mes-
sage being pumped out by 
the mainstream media.The 

monthly Silent Walk is set to 
march from the town hall in 
South Kensington on 14 Feb-
ruary.

On the same day there is 
set to be a solidarity march 
in Manchester, called by 
Greater Manchester TUC 
with the backing of the  
Justice4Grenfell campaign.

Greater Manchester TUC 
president Stephen Hall said 
the march would “raise the 
possibility of similar solidar-
ity events being organised 
across the country” on the 
first anniversary. 

Activists and residents in 
North Kensington have called 
for a national justice demon-
stration on the anniversary 
on 14 June.

It can be a rallying point 
for all those fighting for 
decent housing across Brit-
ain.

Grenfell: how can we get 
justice? Thursday 1 Feb, 7pm 
Maxilla Social Club, 2 Maxilla 
Walk, London W10 6NQ. 
Go to Facebook events 
Grenfell Tower—Silent Walk 
14 February and Greater 
Manchester Solidarity with 
Grenfell—March & Rally for 
details of the marches

FIREFIGHTERS JOIN the monthly Silent Walk for Grenfell Picture: Guy Smallman
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University workers name 
dates for 14 pension strikes
UCU union members are building the campaign to defend their pensions—and finding that 
the momentum that led to a high turnout to vote is still there, reports Sadie Robinson

Anger drives the further education battle over pay
WORKERS at  
19 further education 

colleges are fighting to get 
the vote out in strike 
ballots over pay.

Bosses have offered yet 
another below-inflation 
pay deal of 1 percent.

Mandy Brown is a UCU 
union rep at Lambeth 
College in south London, 
and is on the union’s 
national executive 
committee. 

She told Socialist 
Worker, “We often 
read in the news that 
headteachers have had 
their salaries increased 
because two posts have 

been amalgamated. But 
we have had our posts 
amalgamated time after 
time and we are constantly 
pushed to do more work.”

She added, “Our 
members are really angry. 
After every round of 
redundancies, the people 
left behind are left to pick 
up the extra work.”

Attacks on lecturers’ pay 
are an attack on education 
as a whole, and part of 
an attempt to undermine 
further education. This 
will hurt the poorest 
students. Khadeeja Ali is 
an hourly-paid lecturer at 
City and Islington College 

in north London. 
“Further education is 

so important, it’s where 
people can get a second 
chance,” she told Socialist 
Worker. UCU members 
backed pay strikes by 75 
percent in a consultation 
last year. The ballots end 
on 12 February.

The colleges balloting are 
City and Islington, CHENEL, 
Westminster Kingsway, South 
Thames, Carshalton, Kingston, 
City of Westminster, CONWL, 
Hackney, Redbridge, Tower 
Hamlets, Croydon, Epping 
Forest, Havering, Lambeth, 
Richmond Upon Thames, 
Sandwell, Sunderland and 
Sussex Coast College Hastings

THE UCU lecturers’ union has 
named 14 strike dates in a battle to 
defend university pensions. Talks on 
the future of workers’ USS defined 
benefit pension scheme ended 
last week with a vote to move to a 
defined contribution scheme.

This would slash the value of pen-
sions and give workers no guaranteed 
income in retirement.

The first strike, involving tens of 
thousands of workers, will be on  
22 and 23 February. A three-day strike 
will follow from 26 February, a four-
day strike beginning on 5 March and 
a five-day strike starting on 12 March.

The first strike will hit up to 61 
universities. Workers are also set to 
begin action short of a strike on the 
first strike day.

Bosses claim they have to make 
changes because the scheme is unaf-
fordable. But workers say this is 
inaccurate.

Perspective
Jo McNeill is president of the UCU at 
the University of Liverpool. She told 
Socialist Worker, “The employers are 
taking a very high-risk perspective. 

“Basically Oxford university would 
have to go bust for their predictions 
to come true.”

Jo added, “This is a far more politi-
cal agenda than just our employer 
wanting to save money. It’s a gov-
ernment attack on defined benefit 
pensions.”

UCU members voted overwhelm-
ingly for strikes in a ballot that ended 
earlier this month. Over 88 percent 
backed strikes overall, on a turnout 
of more than 58 percent.

UCU members held activists’ 
meetings in London and Edinburgh 
on Saturday to prepare for the 
strikes. London UCU is calling a 

demonstration on 28 February.
It’s clear that the strong vote for 

strikes has galvanised people. Carlo 
Morelli is a UCU rep at Dundee uni-
versity and is on the union’s national 
executive committee (NEC). 

“I spoke at a UCU meeting at 
Goldsmiths university last week 
that had 80-90 people at it,” he told 
Socialist Worker.

Roddy Slorach, a UCU rep at 
Imperial College London, said the 
strike vote has emboldened people. 
“Our turnout was much higher than 

expected,” he said. “People were sur-
prised and very, very pleased.

“At our branch committee on 
Tuesday we decided to write to local 
Labour MP Emma Dent-Coad and the 
student union. We are organising a 
strike committee, preparing for picket 
lines and having a meeting open to 
everyone, not just UCU members.

The union is reballoting seven 
branches that didn’t reach the 50 
percent turnout threshold in the first 
ballot. The ballots are set to start in 
early February and these branches 

could join strikes from early March.
It’s clear that there is a strong mood 

to fight—and a potential to build 
lively strikes with student support and 
backing from other groups of work-
ers. Roddy said the union’s stress on 
the marketisation that lies at the heart 
of the pension attack has been key to 
mobilising people. 

And Carlo said, “I haven’t seen 
anyone saying the union has called 
too much in terms of the strikes. We 
shouldn’t try to compromise—we 
need to go for the action.”

Vote left in 
the union 
elections

ELECTIONS for 
various positions 

begin in the UCU union 
this week. The UCU Left, 
which Socialist Worker 
supports, is standing a 
number of candidates.

Nita Sanghera, a 
lecturer at Bournville 
College, is standing for 
Vice President. 

Nita said, “I believe 
we are at a moment 
where we can create 
real change.

“I believe in standing 
up against attacks on 
education. 

“We stand on the 
brink of a new era. 

“The Tory party is 
in chaos, and Jeremy 
Corbyn’s radical 
manifesto has seen 
young people and the 
politically disengaged 
become mobilised.

Powerful
We need powerful local 
and national political 
campaigning and 
industrial action to win 
on pensions and pay, to 
defend jobs, conditions 
and education. 

“These are battles we 
can and must win.”

UCU Left candidates 
are standing on a 
platform of defending 
education, jobs, pay and 
conditions and also of 
fighting racism and all 
oppression.

Other candidates 
include Rachel Cohen, 
Sean Wallis, Ioanna 
Ioannou, Julie Roberts, 
Saleem Rashid and 
Margot Hill. The ballot 
ends on 1 March.

UCU activists in 
London met last 
Saturday and are calling 
a demo on 28 February.

Go to uculeft.org.uk for 
more details and go to  
nita4vpucu.wordpress.com 
to follow Nita’s campaign

UCU members at Lambeth college on strike in 2015

UCU MEMBERS at City and Islington College about to vote Yes for strikes (see below)                             
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Protesters greet  
Rees-Mogg visit
STUDENTS AT Queen Mary 
university in London were set 
to protest against the visit of 
Tory MP Jacob Rees-Mogg 
this week.

Activists say he is not 
welcome because of his 
opposition to abortion, equal 
marriage and the rights of 
European Union nationals. 

They say, “Since the Tories 
got in we have seen nothing 
but an increase in poverty, 
crisis in the NHS and racism. 

“We’re ready to let Jacob 
Rees-Mogg know what we 
think of him.”
lProtest Thursday 1 February, 
6pm, Library Square. Go to  
bit.ly/2DKHyrU

Hackney cleaners 
sweep away attacks 
CLEANERS IN six Hackney 
schools in east London have 
called off a planned strike 
after last minute talks ended 
in victory.

Some 40 Unite union 
members were preparing 
to strike for four days over 
the imposition of inferior 
contracts. Now workers have 
won the London Living Wage 
of £10.20 an hour, retention 
of year-round contracts and 
proper holiday pay.

No to the Scottish 
Defence League
ANTI-FASCISTS IN Scotland 
will oppose a march by the 
Scottish Defence League on 
Sunday.

The fascists are cynically 
trying to use the death of a 
homeless ex-soldier to say 
that money should go to 
veterans, not migrants.

Edinburgh protesters say, 
“Houses and services for all— 
refugees welcome here.”
lProtest Sunday 4 February, 
1.30pm, Bute House,  
6 Charlotte Square, EH2 4DR

New battle on Tyne 
and Wear Metro
WORKERS ON the Tyne and 
Wear Metro are voting on 
strikes over pay. 

RMT union members on 
the service are classed as 
local government workers, 
so have a 1 percent pay cap 
imposed on them. 

Workers have rejected the  
1 percent offer in a 
consultation and are now 
balloting for a strike and 
action short of a strike.

Equal pay march 
calls for full justice 
TRADE UNIONISTS in 
Glasgow are set to march on 
10 February to continue their 
battle for equal pay.

The council has dropped 
its endless legal appeals, but 
the Unison union wants 11,000 
discrimination claims settled 
and a new evaluation scheme 
to deliver justice for all. 
lEqual pay or we walk away, 
Saturday 10 Feb, 11am, Glasgow 
Green, Saltmarket entrance

   Don’t accept a deal for 
worse pension and pay 
by  NICK CLARK

POSTAL WORKERS’ union 
leaders and Royal Mail bosses 
have reached an agreement to 
end a major dispute and are 
calling on workers to back it.

In a joint statement released 
on Friday of last week Royal 
Mail and the CWU union said 
they had “finalised” a proposed 
agreement over pensions, pay 
and conditions.

If CWU members back the 
deal it would end a dispute 
that last year saw workers 
vote by almost 90 percent for 
national strikes. 

Concessions
Updates on talks since the strike 
vote suggest that bosses made 
concessions, including on shift 
patterns and a shorter working 
week.

They have also dropped 
plans to impose a “defined 
contribution” (DC) pension 
scheme on all Royal Mail 
workers. This would have left 
workers’ pensions at the mercy 
of the stock market, with 
thousands worse off.

Now bosses and union 
leaders want a “collective 
defined contribution”—or 
defined ambition—scheme.

This could be an 
improvement for workers 
already on the DC scheme as 
it guarantees a set wage in 
retirement. It also means all 
Royal Mail workers would be 
on a single scheme—one of the 
CWU’s key demands.

But the amount paid out still 
depends on the pension’s stock 
market value when workers 
retire. That means workers 
currently on a defined benefit 
pension scheme—anyone who 
began work for Royal Mail 
before 2008—will lose out.

Full details of the 
agreement—including the pay 
offer—had not been released as 
Socialist Worker went to press. 
It will have to be voted on by 

CWU members and approved 
by the Royal Mail board.

The deal was set to be 
presented to the CWU’s postal 
executive committee this week 
before being circulated to 
union branches and reps.

Union leaders shouldn’t 
agree to any pension deal that 
harms tens of thousands of 
their members while bosses 
still award themselves huge 
salaries and dividends. 

And they shouldn’t accept 
any pay deal if it’s below 
inflation, currently over  
4 percent on the RPI measure.

CWU members should be 
ready to reject any inadequate 
agreement—and strike for a 
better deal for all workers.

OVER 100 workers at 
dust mask and respirator 
maker 3M, based in 
Newton Aycliffe in County 
Durham, are set to strike 
next month over pay. 

The workers, who are 
members of the Unite union, 
are set for a 24-hour strike 
on Tuesday 13 February with 
a further 24-hour strike on 
Thursday 15 February. 

Workers have rejected a  
1.5 percent pay increase for 
2017. 

The proposed “rise” is less 

than half the rate of inflation 
and follows a series of below-
inflation pay deals. 

Workers voted for strikes 
before Christmas but the 
union paused the action for 
talks. 

Improve
Yet 3M’s managers have 
failed to improve the offer. 

Unite regional officer 
Mark Sanderson said, 
“Workers at 3M are no 
longer prepared to see their 
standard of living continue 

to fall year on year. The 
workplace has co-operated 
with management in 
introducing new systems 
of working, which has 
resulted in their workload 
increasing.

“But they feel betrayed 
that their efforts have not 
now produced a fair pay 
increase. 

“Management must 
understand this dispute will 
not go away until they offer 
a fair pay increase for our 
hardworking members.”

 The Elephant campaigners  
won’t forget housing threats
CAMPAIGNERS WERE set to 
protest outside Southwark 
council’s offices in south 
London on Tuesday 30 January 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press.

The council’s planning 
committee was to vote on the 
proposed redevelopment of the 
Elephant and Castle shopping 
centre. This would see private 
developer Delancey build 
unaffordable luxury flats on 
the site.

The committee already 
voted the proposal down on  
16 January.

Campaigners believe the 
new vote has been called to 
persuade councillors to vote 
for the redevelopment.

Students are in occupation 
at the London College of 
Communication, part of 

University of the Arts London 
(UAL) which is opposite 
the shopping centre. UAL 
student and occupier Matthew 
Lee told Socialist Worker, 
“We’re fighting against UAL’s 
complicity in gentrification and 
social cleansing.

“We want UAL to pull out 
from this deal and say that 
social cleansing is not ok.”
lVideo of the occupation at 
bit.ly/2GtjxDE

nCAMPAIGNERS ARE also 
building for a meeting to stop 
demolitions on the Aylesbury 
estate in Southwark Public 
meeting, Refurbishment 
Not Demolition, Tuesday 6 
February, 7pm, Draper Hall, 
Hampton Street. Full details 
and speakers at  
bit.ly/2EmNLXW

PAY FIGHT OUTSOURCING

Protesting on 16 January                          Picture: Southwark Dch

POSTAL WORKERS 

THE STRIKE vote scared bosses                              Picture: cwu eaStern no5

HOUSING  

 Workers must not pay the 
price of Carillion collapse 
THOUSANDS OF workers 
for failed outsourcing and 
construction firm Carillion 
are anxiously waiting to 
discover what is happening 
to their jobs.

They have been warned 
by liquidators that they 
could face pay cuts and 
worse conditions if they are 
transferred to new firms that 
take up the contracts.

The usual Tupe transfer 
regulations don’t apply 
because the businesses are in 
liquidation.

Providers
A letter from PwC liquidators 
says, “We are seeking 
agreement from any new 
providers that they will take 
on as many affected staff 
as they can on appropriate 
terms.”

That could mean other 
outsourcers take the 
contracts—and make them 
profitable by slashing pay.

The letter goes on, “It is 
quite possible that moves 
may need to be completed 
within a matter of days – 
perhaps less. We cannot 
confirm any specific transfer 
today but such transfers 
could happen before  
31 January in some cases.”

Unite union assistant 
general secretary Gail 
Cartmail said, “Even if 
the jobs of workers are 
preserved they now face the 
prospect of being transferred 
to new companies without 
warning with potentially 
far lower rates of pay and 
poorer conditions.

“The government and 
its taskforce needs to 
immediately get a grip of 
this issue and to ensure 
that companies taking on 
Carillion workers respect 
their existing pay, conditions, 
pensions and length of 
service.

“A situation where other 
companies were able to 
enrich themselves by picking 
up contracts and slashing 
workers’ pay is absolutely 
intolerable.”

That’s right. The unions 
need to fight to make 
defence of all the jobs with 
at least the same pay and 
conditions a reality.

A group of 18 workers 
in Broad Street West, 
Sheffield, claim they are 
being discarded. They say 
that when the government 
took over the prison facilities 
management services from 
Carillion they were left out.

ANTI-RACISM

Scotland says no to racism and Trump
ANTI-RACISTS FROM across 
Scotland were set to meet in 
Glasgow on Saturday. They 
plan to step up campaigning 
work and to build for the 
national demonstration in the 
city on 17 March.  

Speakers include Scottish 
Labour Party leader Richard 
Leonard, human rights 
activist Amal Azzudin, EIS 
union president Nicola 
Fisher, Unison union 
executive member Steven 
Smellie and human rights 

lawyer Aamer Anwar.  
Scottish National Party MSP 
Sandra White, Catriona 
Mackay from Perth Against 
Racism, Nicola Hay from 
Show Racism The Red Card, 
and an Austrian anti-racist 
campaigner were also set to 
speak. 

The conference’s key 
themes are refugees and 
migrants welcome, defend 
EU nationals’ rights and 
freedom of movement, no 
to racism, Islamophobia 

and antisemitism. There 
will also be planning for 
united action if US president 
Donald Trump dares to 
come to Scotland during his 
threatened visit to Britain 
later this year.
l Stand Up To Racism 
Scottish conference, 
Saturday 3 February, 1pm, 
Unison offices, 84 Bell Street, 
Glasgow, G1 1LQ. For full 
details and to register search 
Stand Up To Racism Scottish 
Conference on Facebook

‘Wage rise now or you won’t see us for dust’
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MANCHESTER 

Manchester strikers 
unite three disputes
by SARAH BATES 

MANCHESTER SAW a 
strong display of unity last 
Friday as over 150 workers 
from three separate dis-
putes joined up on a day 
when they were all on strike.

Mears housing work-
ers, First Bus drivers, and 
Fujitsu IT workers marched 
from Piccadilly Gardens 
to the Mechanics Institute 
for a strike rally. Dismissed 
Fujitsu worker Ian Allinson 
described the rally as “what 
trade unionism is about”. 

“We back each other up. 
That’s how we’re going to 
win,” he said. 

Action 
Fujitsu workers took three 
days of action this week. They 
struck again this Tuesday and 
from next Thursday to 14 
February. 

Mears workers are striking 
every day of the week apart 
from Wednesday. 

Their official strike dates 
end this week, but that’s 
unlikely to be the end of 
the dispute. Bosses recently 
offered a pay rise, but work-
ers turned it down because it 
meant extra hours.

Unite union members 
at the First Bus depot in 
Rusholme were on strike for 
three days last week. They 

are paid up to £4,500 a year 
less than drivers at others 
First Bus depots. 

They’re in their 17th 
week of strikes, and are now 
walking out on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays on 
alternate weeks.

Most drivers are still out 
on strike, but some scabs are 
driving buses. Drivers say 
there has been solid support 
from passengers and some 

sections of the Labour Party. 
But local MPs “couldn’t get 

off their backside and come 
and visit us for 20 minutes”.

The strikers are deter-
mined to win, but feel that 
more could be done at a 
national level to help them. 

Robert said, “Unite leader 
Len McCluskey’s not been 
down here.” 

Howard echoed his frustra-
tion, explaining, “We’ve done 

everything we can to raise the 
profile of this dispute. 

“We need to get it to the 
next level, we believe Unite 
could do more.”
lFor updates from Fujitsu go 
to ouruniontest.wordpress.com  
Send messages of support to 
Mears workers via  
colinpitt65@hotmail.co.uk 
Go to Solidarity with Rusholme 
on Facebook to support the 
bus drivers

EDUCATION 

Strike against Labour 
leader’s school selloff
TEACHERS AT The Village 
School in Kingsbury walked 
out on Tuesday against 
plans to turn the north 
west London school into an 
academy.

They rallied outside the 
civic centre 

It was part of a three-day 
strike by the NEU education 
union members.

Management at the 
school is refusing to pause 
the consultation. 

The walkout this week 
marked an escalation after 
a two-day walkout earlier 
this month.

Muhammed Butt, leader 
of Labour-run Brent council 
and chair of governors at 
the school, attacked NEU 
members. 

He claimed their action 

was “to punish these 
children”.  

Yet Butt’s own 
Constituency Labour Party 
(CLP) opposes his stance 
on academisation.

The local Labour MP 
Barry Gardiner is also 
opposed to turning The 
Village School into an 
academy. 

 Teachers were set to 
meet with Gardiner on 
Wednesday morning. 

And NEU (NUT section) 
national president Louise 
Regan was set to join the 
picket line on Thursday.

Teachers have voted to 
strike again on 20, 21 and 
22 February.
lSend messages of support 
to lesley.gouldbourne@neu.
org.uk

MARCHING TOGETHER in Manchester Picture: SocialiSt Worker

PRIVATISATION 

‘Bring us back in house,’ 
demand university workers 
WORKERS AT the University 
of London (UoL) struck 
against outsourcing last 
Thursday.

The Independent Workers 
Union of Great Britain 
(IWGB) members at Senate 
House have been fighting to 
be brought back in house. 

About 60 percent of 
maintenance workers, 
cleaners and receptionists 
at the site are employed by 
outsourcing firm Cordant.

Venrick Wilson told 
Socialist Worker, “We don’t 
have the same pensions or 
rights at work as people 
employed directly by the 
university. We’re requesting 
strongly that the university 
brings us in house.”

Over 100 people attended 
a solidarity protest outside 
Senate House to disrupt 
UoL’s graduate fair.

The protest moved on 
to the Royal College of 
Music in London where 
IWGB members face the 

sack. Workers told Socialist 
Worker that the crisis in 
outsourcing firm Carillion 
shows that bosses must 
be forced to take notice of 
workers’ concerns.

IWGB general secretary 
Jason Moyer-Lee said, 
“The university has just 
announced they are either 
going to bring all or some 
workers back in house. 

“We’re here to tell them 
which option we prefer.”

Venrick said, “We have 
cleaners on our side, we 
have maintenance workers 
on our side. 

“The university and 
Cordant are backing down.”

nWORKERS AT outsourcing 
firm Lee Hecht Harrison 
celebrated winning the 
London Living Wage of 
£10.20 last Friday. 

The United Voices of the 
World union members had 
voted by 100 percent for 
strikes.

LOGISTICS

 
 

NEWHAM 

Teachers and parents fight 
academisation in Newham 
NEU UNION members at 
Newham’s Avenue School were 
set to begin a two-day strike 
on Wednesday of this week. 

The east London teachers 
are fighting a plan to turn the 
school into an academy.

They held two one-day 
walkouts in November and 
December. Strikers were well 
supported by parents and 
children.

Action
NEU members at nearby 
Cumberland School also plan 
to strike in February.

This follows a one-day 
strike this month.

The two schools could strike 
together on 22 February. 

Union members at 
Shaftesbury and Keir Hardie 
schools, also in Newham, are 

balloting for strikes against 
academy plans.
lSend messages of support to 
assistant.secretary.nta@gmail.
com

nTHE Anti-Academies Alliance 
will hold a meeting for 
campaigners in London this 
Saturday. 

Speakers include professors 
of education Diane Reay and 
Richard Hatcher, and Miriam 
Scharf.

Miriam is an NEU member 
and convenor of Newham 
Against Academisation. 
lSaturday 3 February, 2pm, 
The Wesley Hotel, 83-103 
Euston St, London NW1 2EZ 
Go to Academies, the ‘middle 
tier’ & social justice—
what should be done? on 
Facebook for more details 

Solid support for the strike on the Suttons picket line

Tankers take on injunction 
UNITE UNION members at 
Suttons Tankers in Ellesmere 
Port in Merseyside are 
fighting an injunction against 
their strike. 

Bosses sought an injuction 
in Manchester High Court on 
24 January. 

The case has been 
adjourned to 1 February 
where “Unite will be 

vigorously challenging this 
injunction”.

The workers had been 
on strike since 19 February 
against the imposition of 
new contracts. Bosses were 
planning to sack and re-
employ them on lower pay. 

The courts shouldn’t be 
allowed to decide whether 
workers can strike or not. 

PROTESTING OUTSIDE Senate House Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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Birmingham home care 
workers strike for service 
HOME CARE workers 
in Birmingham were 
set to strike for a 
second time between 
12 noon and 2.30pm on 
Tuesday of next week.

Nearly 350 Unison 
union members 
are fighting against 
proposed redundancies 
and dramatic changes 
to shift patterns. 

The home enablement 
team works with people 
recently discharged 
from hospital.

They returned a  
99 percent vote to strike.

Hundreds of strikers 
braved sleet and snow to 
hold a rally during their 

last strike day earlier 
this month and plan to 
demonstrate again.
Support the Birmingham 
home care workers lobby at 
the council meeting. Tuesday 
6 February, 1pm. Victoria 
Square, Birmingham

Protest defends woman fighting to 
save key domestic violence service
by SADIE ROBINSON

PROTESTERS gathered  
in Doncaster last Saturday 
to defend South Yorkshire 
Women’s Aid (SYWA) 
and Louise Harrison.

Louise is a campaigner 
who worked for SYWA until 
its trustees decided not to 
renew her contract this year. 

The women’s aid in 
Doncaster is the only one 
in South Yorkshire. It faces 
closure due to lack of 
council funding.

The majority of the 
trustees of SYWA are Labour 
Party members. Many in 
the campaign to defend the 
service say they have been 
leant on by Labour-run 

Doncaster council to get rid 
of Louise after she fought for 
more funding.

GMB union member and 
Doncaster resident Joanne 
told Socialist Worker, “Lou 
has rocked the boat by 
speaking out against funding 
cuts. That’s how we’ve got to 
this position.

“We’ve got three high-
profile Labour MPs in 
Doncaster—Ed Miliband, 
Rosie Winterton and 
Caroline Flint.

“They should be doing 
more for women in 
Doncaster. But they’re too 
right wing.”

Many trade union 
branches and trades councils 
sent speakers and banners 
to the protest. Simon Murch 

from Sheffield TUC said 
it was “disgusting” that 
SYWA faced closure under 
a Labour council. “They are 
doing the work of the Tory 
government,” he said.

Activists plan to continue 
the campaign, and hope to 
raise the issue of funding for 
women’s aid at trade union 
conferences. Louise also 
plans to appeal against her 
dismissal.

Louise told Socialist 
Worker, “This isn’t just a 
campaign about one person 
or one service. It’s about the 
need to fight against Tory 
austerity to save services 
now.”
For updates follow the 
Women’s Lives Matter page on 
Facebook 

BACK STORY
Campaigners in Haringey, 
north London, are fighting 
to defend housing
lThe Labour-run council 
wants to demolish seven 
estates
lRight wing Labour 
councillors want to give  
£2 billion to private 
developer Lendlease for 
“redevelopment”
lResidents on the estate 
fear this will eventually 
force them out of the area

South Yorkshire Women’s Aid

 Turn the tables on 
 pro-cuts councils
Defeat for the Labour right in Haringey could 
spur wider resistance, writes Alistair Farrow
THE LABOUR right could 
suffer a major defeat over a 
redevelopment plan in north 
London that threatens to 
drive many working class 
people from the area. 

And it will raise questions 
nationally about how Labour 
councils implement austerity 
and social cleansing.

The Haringey Development 
Vehicle (HDV) would see 
seven estates redeveloped 
in Haringey, north London, 
in a £2 billion deal with pri-
vate firm Lendlease. It affects 
4,000 households.

If Labour councillors vote 
for what they believe in next 
week, it will mean victory for 
the anti-HDV campaign. 

It’s a victory for campaign-
ers that council leader Claire 
Kober—who spearheaded the 
HDV—announced on Tuesday 
that she won’t stand again in 
local elections in May.

A major campaign has also 
seen pro-HDV Labour coun-
cillors dumped as candidates 
for the May elections and 
anti-HDV ones replace them. 

But, before May, there is 
still a majority of pro-HDV 
Labour councillors.

Kober said the “final deci-
sion” on the HDV would be 
up to the next council leader.
But the right could still tie the 
left’s hands.

Anti-HDV councillors fear 
to vote against it for fear of 
being disciplined.

But on Tuesday of last 
week the Labour national 

executive committee (NEC) 
voted unanimously to ask the 
Haringey council leadership 
to reconsider its plans. 

Unfortunately it also called 
for mediation, clearing the 
way for manoeuvres by the 
right. The right hit back with 
an open letter to the Sunday 
Times signed by more than 
70 Labour council leaders. It 
called the NEC decision “an 
affront to the basic principles 
of democracy”.

Nevertheless the NEC deci-
sion has raised the prospect 
of the left now voting against 
the HDV. If they do so along-
side the anti-HDV Lib Dems 
at an emergency council 
meeting on 7 February, then 
the project will fall.

Campaigners are mobilis-
ing to hold the councillors to 
their words.

Horrified
The prospect of defeat for the 
HDV has horrified the Labour 
right. It could encourage party 
members to remove other 
councillors who vote through 
cuts in other councils.

And if the NEC speaks out 
about Haringey, why not 
about other cuts and attacks 
on workers?

Phil Rose from Haringey 
Labour Party told Socialist 
Worker, “The media like to 
make out that it’s the left 
which are ideologically moti-
vated but it’s the right that 
are acting irrationally. 

“The fact is that council 
housing pays for itself. We’re 
told that it’s subsidised but 
it’s not.”

The right blamed Kober’s 
resignation on “bullying” 
by left wing Labour Party 
members. 

In reality the HDV was 
brought to the brink by a 
campaign in the estates and 
on the streets. There must 
be more mobilisation now—
and everywhere that Labour 
councils act like Tories.
Go to Facebook event March 
and Rally for Emergency 
Council Meeting

Striking in January
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STANDING IN solidarity with Louise Harrison (centre right) Picture: neil terry
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