
PRIVATEERS FAIL BUT 
 HANDED MORE LINES

 TORIES’
TRAIN
CRASH

by NICK CLARK 

RAIL PRIVATISATION was once 
more exposed as a scam this week. 
Billionaire Richard Branson quit 
the East Coast rail franchise—and 
left us to pick up the bill.  

Yet the Tories still want to give  

failing firms more chances to wreck 
railways.

T o r y  t r a n s p o r t  s e c r e t a r y  
Chris Grayling announced on Monday 
that Virgin East Coast—part-run by 
convicted fraudster Branson—was on 
the verge of collapse.

Grayling said the government will 

take control of the franchise, which 
had been set to run out in 2023.

That means it could lose out on 
some £2 billion in lost payments—
simply because the private company 
said it wasn’t making enough money to

>>Turn to page 3
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FINANCIAL CRISIS

Panic after 
big slump 
on markets
FEAR GRIPPED the ruling 
class as US stock markets 
haemorrhaged £1 trillion 
overnight on Monday. 

The slump quickly spread to 
Asian and European markets 
as soon as trading opened. 

Politicians and pundits 
rushed to reassure people that 
the tumble was just a blip. 

The CNBC news channel’s 
report began, “The first thing 
to know about the stock 
market’s eye-watering slide 
is that it wasn’t caused by 
anything fundamental.”

Such words are little 
reassurance to the millions 
of working class people who 
will fear being made to pay 
for another financial crisis. 

The Tories and bosses would 
gladly slash more jobs and 

wages to protect their profits. 
And decades of privatisation 

and deregulation mean that 
homes, pensions and savings 
are at the mercy of the stock 
market (see page 5).

The latest panic is linked 
to underlying problems 
in global capitalism.

The immediate trigger was 
a rise in US inflation and the 
threat of interest rate increases, 
which would spell bad news 
for capitalists at the moment. 

FXTM chief market 
strategist Hussein Sayed 
warned, “The era of cheap 
money is ending and for 
markets who got addicted to 
it, it’s undoubtedly bad news.”

After the global crisis of 2007

>>Turn to page 3

Stock markets have crashed
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 Osborne can’t count 
his powerhouse fibs 
GEORGE OSBORNE has 
been plugging a report by 
the Northern Powerhouse 
Partnership, of which he 
is chair. It’s one of many 
jobs he’s fully committed 
to in return for large 
amounts of cash.

The report calls for 
the government to spend 
an extra £300 million 
on early years education 
to ensure “every child is 
school ready by age five”.

But Osborne slashed 
national spending on that 
very area by £650 million.

That led to 1,240 
Sure Start centres being 
shut—a third of the total.

Figures for spending 
on early years education 
in the north of England 
between 2010-11 and 
2016-17 are as follows:

Yorkshire and 
the Humber—Down 
from £173.7 million 
to £76 million

North West—Down 
from £228.9 million 
to £108 million 

North East—Down 
from £81.9 million 
to £40 million

In total that’s cuts of 
50 percent for the north.

 Watches, guns and parties  
 in corrupt car union scam  
FIAT CHRYSLER Automobiles 
(FCA) executive Alphons 
Iacobelli approved spending 
more than £22,000 on a party 
for former UAW union vice 
president Norwood Jewell. 

The party included “ultra-
premium” liquor and models 
who lit the union leaders’ 
cigars.

Money from training funds 
covered the £5,000 cigar  
purchase and £2,200 for wine 
in bottles with custom labels 
that featured Jewell’s name. 

According to Iacobelli, 
leaders at the UAW sold 
out tens of thousands of 
autoworkers.

Over £1 million in ille-
gal benefits was paid to 
UAW leaders to influence 
negotiations. 

The union signed up for a 
deal with the FCA that was 
later rejected by the union’s 

members. Prosecutors also 
alleged that an unnamed 
Fiat Chrysler executive gave 
a custom-made Italian watch 
to Jewell’s predecessor, the 
late General Holiefield, in 
2010. 

The party is the latest 
allegation in a corruption 

invest igat ion that  has 
expanded to include a former 
member of General Motors 
board and UAW training 
centers funded by FCA, GM 
and Ford.

Jewell received a £1,800 
shotgun in 2015 paid for with 
money that was supposed to 

benefit UAW workers. 
In one incident cited in 

the documents, FCA officials 
scripted a top union official 
on what to say. 

It was during a meeting 
when the company was nego-
tiating to purchase a large 
stake in Chrysler owned by 
the UAW Retiree Medical 
Benefits Trust.

The bribes were to keep 
senior UAW officials “fat, 
dumb and happy” .

Another former high-rank-
ing union leader, General 
Motors board member Joe 
Ashton, abruptly resigned 
late last year.

Investigators are interested 
in Ashton, a retired UAW 
vice president appointed to 
GM’s board of directors in 
2014, and Cindy Estrada, his 
successor in charge of the 
union’s GM department.

l A COP slashed himself with 
a knife then claimed he was 

assaulted, a misconduct hear-
ing was told. PC Anthony Colson 
said someone jumped him while 
on duty in a car park in 2016. 
But a doctor who analysed cuts 
on his head and hand told the 
hearing they were self-inflicted.

The hearing continues.

lPIERS MORGAN said in 2011 on his time 
as editor of the Mirror, “I’ve never hacked 

a phone, told anyone to hack a phone, or 
published any stories based on the hacking of 
a phone.’ A Mirror statement settling a court 
case over hacking this week said, “Senior 
employees including editors and journalists, 
condoned, encouraged or actively turned 
a blind eye to the widespread culture of 
unlawful information-gathering activities.”

Tory Hancock wants 
to call app Britain
IN HIS new role as the 
government’s digital 
secretary, Tory MP Matt 
Hancock has decided 
to launch his own app.

The app seems to be 
swamped with journalists 
and people pretending 
to be other politicians.

There’s at least one 
Donald Trump, an 
Ed Balls as well as a 
couple of Liz Trusses.

There’s also a “live 
stream” section, which—
though lacking an 
actual live stream—
has a chatroom. But 
the app asks for a host 
of permissions. “Matt 
Hancock would like to 
access to your photos,” 
that sort of thing.

Information collected 
“may” include a whole 

host of things—such 
as your financial and 
credit card information. 
“May” is as bad a word 
in a privacy agreement 
as it is as a surname 
for a prime minister 

Nonetheless 
Troublemaker attempted 
to use the app but 
faced the warning 
that, “Matt Hancock 
keeps stopping”. 

If only. 
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Protesters 
harmed their 
cause and 
changed no one’s 
mind’
Labour MP Jess Phillips writes 
in The Sun about protests at 
Tory Jacob Rees-Mogg

‘It’s not a male 
and female thing 
as much as are 
there snacks for 
women  
that can be 
designed and 
packaged 
differently?’
PepsiCO boss Indra Nooyi 
explains why they are 
launching Dorritos for women  
that will have “less crunch” and 
be smaller 

‘It might be an 
exaggeration 
to say that 
Parliament is a 
death trap, but 
it’s not a wild 
exaggeration’ 
Former first secretary  
Damian Green on the state of 
the Palace of Westminster as 
he looks for a safe place to put 
his computer

‘I’m not a quitter 
and there’s a 
long-term job to 
be done’
A reassuring message from 
prime minister Theresa May

Farage leads 
Trump follows 
FOX NEWS called on Nigel 
Farage to explain why 
people were taking to the 
streets over the NHS last 
Saturday.

“Well the big problem 
we’ve got is a population 
crisis caused by 
government policy on 
immigration,” the bigot 
said. And as night follows 
day, Donald Trump then 
tweeted that the protest 
showed people shouldn’t 
have univesal healthcare.

He tweeted, “The 
Democrats are pushing 
for Universal HealthCare 
while thousands of people 
are marching in the UK 
because their system 
is going broke and not 
working.”

Norwood Jewell (left)  in talks with the bosses

George Osborne

Piers Morgan

DPD courier 
died to finish 
shifts
A COURIER for the parcel 
giant DPD who was fined 
for attending a medical 
appointment to treat his 
diabetes collapsed and 
died of the disease.

Don Lane from 
Christchurch in Dorset 
missed appointments with 
specialists. He felt under 
pressure to cover his round 
and faced DPD’s £150 
daily penalties if he did not 
find cover.

DPD delivers parcels for 
Marks & Spencer, Amazon 
and John Lewis but only 
pays couriers per parcel 
delivered. 

It treats them as self-
employed franchisees and 
they receive no sick or 
holiday pay. 

Tories double 
NHS charges
THE immigration health 
surcharge is paid by 
people from outside the 
European Economic Area 
(EEA) who are seeking 
to live in Britain for six 
months or more to work, 
study or join family.

The Tories have put it 
up from £200 to £400 
per year. Stand Up To 
Racism slammed the 
change. Weyman Bennett 
said, “The government 
is trying to divert blame 
for the NHS crisis onto 
migrants rather than their 
own cuts.”



Tories’ private rail crash
>>continued from front main story
carry on. Virgin, along with 
transport firm Stagecoach, was 
given the contract to run the line 
in 2015. 

They walked away after 
realising that they weren’t going 
to make as much profit as they 
wanted to out of the franchise.

Now the state will come to the 
rescue. 

Yet when Virgin or another 
company decides it’s profitable 
enough to make enough money 
from it again, the government will 
hand it back.

It’s not the first time this has 
happened. The government had 
to step in to run the same line 
after National Express abandoned 

it in 2009. The state made the 
line profitable—then sold it on to 
Virgin and Stagecoach.

On the same day that Grayling 
declared Virgin’s East Coast 
collapse, he gave the company 
permission to keep running the 
West Coast line. And Stagecoach 
is in the running to win the East 
Midlands contract.

Franchises must be taken off 
private companies.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
says his government would 
take rail lines back into public 
ownership when the contracts 
run out. That’s good—but it could 
take years.

The entire industry has to be 
renationalised now.

Markets 
tumble
>>continued from page 1
central banks slashed interest 
rates and injected billions 
in cheap credit through the 
British Quantitative Easing 
and other schemes. 

This stoked new financial 
bubbles—and inflation—but 
didn’t solve capitalism’s 
underlying problem of low 
profitability. As one banker 
put it this week, “This was 
volatility unleashed” because 
“the market is overvalued 
relative to fundamentals”.

Central banks are now 
looking at raising interest 
rates to stop the bubbles 
inflating too much. 

But cheap credit has kept 
alive an army of unprofitable 
“zombie firms”. Some of 
these are deemed “too big to 
fail” because their collapse 
could trigger an almighty 
crisis.  

The proportion of zombie 
firms in Germany, France and 
the other six major eurozone 

economies has risen from  
5.5 percent to 10 percent 
since 2007. In Italy and Spain 
it has tripled—and the US is 
even worse at 12 percent.

All of this underlines 
the need for democratic 
planning and a socialist 
transformation of society.

Working class people’s 
livelihoods should not be at 
the mercy of what Donald 
Trump’s deputy Mike Pence 
called “simply the ebb and 
flow of our stock market”.  

That means fighting for 
a socialist society that’s 
based on meeting working 
class people’s needs, not 
maximising profits.

Birmingham care workers 
strike for jobs and service
by SARAH BATES

OVER 100 striking Birmingham 
home care workers held a defiant 
protest outside the city’s council 
chambers during their strike on 
Tuesday.

Chants of, “I’d rather be a picket 
than a scab” echoed through 
Birmingham’s Victoria Square. 

The Unison union members took 
their fight directly to the Labour-run 
council that’s imposing punishing 
cuts.

The home care workers returned 
a 99 percent vote to strike last 
December in response to plans 
that would destroy the service they 
provide. 

The 350 members of the home 
enablement team previously walked 
out on 20 January. 

The council wants to sack 40 per-
cent of workers and make the rest of 
them work three split shifts during 
the day.

The new shift patterns would mean 
working for 16 hours but only getting 

paid for 11. And if workers are 
unable to do the new split 

shifts, they will be forced 
to work part-time.

The home ena-
blement team pro-
vide a vital ser-
vice. They make 
house visits for 
six weeks for 
people who have 

been  r e cen t l y 
discharged from 
hospital. 

The cuts will 
have a devastating 
impact on an already 
low-paid workforce. 
The home carers are 
preparing to go to 
conciliation service 
Acas later this week 
and are proposing a 

“self-rostering” system instead of the 
new split shifts.

Mandy Buckley has been a home 
care worker for 16 years and a Unison 
steward for just over a year. 

Rostering
She explained, “We all work evenings 
and weekends anyway. But with self 
rostering it gives us an element of 
choice about which shifts we take 
on, which will give us a better work/
life balance.” 

The strike came just days after 
Unison general secretary Dave Prentis 
vowed, “Our homecare workers in 
Birmingham have the full support of 
myself and the national union.

“I will personally come up to 

Birmingham to be with on the picket 
line. You will not be alone.”

Prentis was not at the rally, but 
that type of support from Unison will 
be crucial in winning the dispute. The 
home care workers must not be left 
to fight alone.

Denise was a home carer for  
24 years before fear of new shift pat-
terns forced her into early retirement 
just a few weeks ago. 

She said, “It’s the Tory govern-
ment’s fault really, but the council-
lors shouldn’t agree to the cuts.”

Striker Elaine said the new rotas 
will put women under extra pres-
sure. “Some women choose just to 
work evenings or weekends because 
they’ve got kids,” she said. 

“I look after my grandson every 
Friday but I won’t be able to do that 
with the new shifts.”

Mandy described the strike as 
“empowering”. “This is us taking 
a stand,” she said. “A lot of people 
wouldn’t have come out on strike 
before but now that’s changed. 

“We’re going to strike until we 
win, we’re not going to give up. 

“Everyone is absolutely deter-
mined to win.”
Go to Support the Birmingham 
Homecare Workers on Facebook.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

IN THIS WEEK

 1918
Bolsheviks leave 
First World War
ON 10 February 1918 
Russian revolutionary 
leader Leon Trotsky 
announced Russia would 
leave the First World War.

A nervous stock trader

THE BIRMINGHAM home care workers are fighting against 
redundancies, changes to their shift patterns and to defend the service 
they provide to people

Pictures: socialist Worker and Guy smallman 
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Sadiq Khan 

Kober’s slurs can’t hide a 
success for campaigners 
CLAIRE Kober, leader 
of Haringey council 
in north London, 
announced last week 
that she is standing 
down from her 
position after the 
elections in May. 

Kober has faced 
a huge campaign 
against the Haringey 
Development Vehicle 
(HDV). 

This deal with 
private firm Lendlease 
would have seen seven 
estates demolished—
with an uncertain 
future for thousands of 
residents. 

Deflect
But in a series of 
interviews Kober 
has tried to deflect 
attention from the 
revolt against social 
cleansing by attacking 
the Labour left.

“The only thing I 
see that’s worse than 
sexism in the Labour 
Party is antisemitism,” 
she said. Kober went  
on to argue that for the 
left, “Feminism is seen 
as distraction from the 
class struggle.”

In response a large 
group of local women 

activists wrote, “As 
women, many of us 
have experienced 
sexism and we agree 
that no woman should 
be subjected to it. 

“However, this 
campaign has been 
about Claire Kober’s 
attempt to impose the 
HDV, not about her as 
a woman.

“Vocal opposition 
to an unpopular 
policy which is 
being implemented 
in a paternalistic 
way without proper 
consultation is not 

bullying or sexism, it 
is democracy.” 

Labour councillors 
had a great 
opportunity to vote 
against the HDV in an 
emergency meeting on 
Wednesday this week.  

But there were 
strong signs that 
instead they would 
vote for a motion 
calling for the 
decision to be 
postponed until after 
May’s elections.

They should seize 
any chance to bury 
the HDV.

Campaigners weren’t sexist  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Khan decides votes are OK
LONDON Mayor Sadiq 
Khan has reacted 
to the deep anger 
that is coming to the 
surface over housing 
within and outside the 
Labour Party. 

On Friday of last 
week he announced a 
new position on estate 
redevelopments which 
marks a significant 
shift.

Khan called for 
tenant ballots on 
every “big” estate 
regeneration scheme 
in London.

He had previously 
said they “risk turning 
a complex set of 
issues that affects 

different people in 
different ways over 
many years into 
a simple yes/no 
decision at a single 
point in time”.

He said, “If a full 
ballot is not done, 
or if local residents 

vote against the 
regeneration plans, I 
will withhold Mayoral 
funding for the 
project. 

“I will also use my 
planning powers to 
ensure there is no loss 
of council housing 
as part of any estate 
regeneration schemes 
that come to me.”

This is a victory 
for campaigners 
who have fought for 
years against estate 
demolition and social 
cleansing. 

But Khan must be 
held to his word—and 
pushed to back mass 
council house building.

 Bosses fear a wider revolt
A SHIVER of fear 
is running through 
the boardrooms of 
property developers.

They are 
terrified of a revolt 
against housing 
“regeneration” 
schemes that produce 
luxury apartment 
for the few and 
demolition for many. 

The bosses’ 
Financial Times 
newspaper is 
worried that “public 
anger over lucrative 
property contracts 
is calling into 
question future 
housing projects 
across London, as 
leftwing activists 
and community 

groups lash out at 
developers.”

A study in 2016 
showed that of 
the 214 estate 
regeneration schemes 
in London that 
already had planning 
permission, there 
would be a net loss 
of 7,326 social rented 
homes. 
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  Fury at the   
 Tories’ cuts   
 and closures  
 runs through  
 NHS demos
by SOCIALIST WORKER reporters

RAGE AGAINST the Tories’ 
assault on the NHS was on the 
streets of London last Saturday. 

Tens of thousands joined the 
People’s Assembly and Health 
Campaigns Together demonstration.

Meanwhile there were 54 other 
events across England, and solidar-
ity events in Wales and Scotland.

In London there was a strong 
turnout from health campaigns 
fighting cuts and closures. 

Jenny had come with a 30-strong 
delegation from Chorley in 
Lancashire. “They shut our accident 
and emergency department in April 
2016,” she told Socialist Worker. 
“We’ve been holding protests out-
side the hospital every Saturday 
since. 

“We had around 70 people out 
this morning.”

The demonstration was a chance 
for people to show their anger at 
years of Tory austerity.

Fran, a politics student from 
Birmingham University, said the 
attacks on the health service are a 
class issue. 

“The Tories are neglectful of 
working class people and they think 
people can just pay for healthcare,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 

“I think Jeremy Corbyn is the 
solution—I’ve got a lot of faith in 
him.”

Delegations
There were sizeable delegations 
from Labour Party and Momentum 
branches. And shadow health secre-
tary Jon Ashworth was at the head 
of the demonstration after the party 
backed it at the last minute.  

People laid the blame for the 
NHS crisis squarely at the Tories’ 
door with many placards defending 
migrant workers. 

Weyman Bennett from Stand Up 
To Racism said to loud cheers, “Don’t 
believe the lies about ‘health tour-
ism’—migrants are not to blame.” 

The turnout was smaller than on 
the NHS demonstration last March.

It would have been much bigger if 
the unions had really built it. 

For example, Unison backed the 
demonstration from the beginning  
but the union’s leadership didn’t 
throw their weight into getting mass 
numbers out. 

There is a danger of thinking 
all that matters—or all that can be 
done—is elections and waiting for a 
Labour government. 

The NHS is in crisis, there has to 
be effective action now.

Niki, a nurse from Bolton, told 
Socialist Worker, “There’s a bit of a 
feeling that because we’ve got the 
Conservatives in we have to wait 
rather than coming out like this. 
But the more people we have out 
the better.”

Ashworth warned the Tories and 
multinationals from the stage. “The 
cuts will all be brought to an end 
with a Labour government,” he said. 
“Privatisation comes to an end under 
a Labour government.”

It will take a fight to turn those 
pronouncements into reality. Jenny 
said, “The manifesto was a bit 
ambiguous about renationalisation, 
but we asked Corbyn directly and 
he said it would mean wholesale 
renationalisation.

“The first fight is to get Labour in, 
the fight then is to make sure they 
do it.”

The anger on the NHS demonstra-
tion has to lead to a national fight-
back now. 

The resistance can’t be reduced to 
local struggles and waiting for a gen-
eral election.  

MORE ON THE WEB
Socialist Worker had full 
online coverage of Saturday’s 
demonstration in London 
lVideo from the demonstration 
at  bit.ly/2s82Qu1
lVideo of participants in the 
1988 nurses’ strike and the 
lessons for today at  
bit.ly/2GNXqrx
lFull report from the demo at  
bit.ly/2EFHRRW
lHealth Campaigns Together 
round-up of protests outside 
London at bit.ly/2E5kNiv

ON THE march in London                                                                                                        Picture: Guy Smallman

Councillors tell Corbyn to back 
off and let them make the cuts 
RIGHT WING Labour Party 
councillors are trying to lead 
a fightback against Jeremy 
Corbyn and Labour’s left wing 
leadership.

Corbyn got a hostile reception 
from Labour councillors at 
the party’s local government 
conference in Nottingham on 
Saturday. 

Corbyn defended Labour’s 
ruling national executive 
committee (NEC) for asking 
Haringey council to pause its 
plans to hand thousands of 
council homes over to private 
developers.

But Andrew Gwynne, shadow 
secretary for local government, 
pointedly told the conference, 
“Labour groups are sovereign, 
and it’s not my place to 
intervene.”

Nick Forbes is leader of 
Newcastle council and leader 
of Labour’s Local Government 
Association group. 

He said that councillors 
respected Corbyn, “But we also 
have rights.

“Our right to be protected 

and supported in the difficult 
leadership roles we undertake, 
not undermined by some on the 
fringes of the party.

“Our right to determine policy 
in our democratically elected 
Labour groups, not to have 
interference based on supposition 
and poorly informed opinion.” 

 Many right wing Labour 
councillors are hostile to 
Labour’s new membership. 

They are outraged that Labour 
Party members have challenged 

their right to continue sitting as 
Labour councillors only to act 
little different to Tories.

And earlier this month the 
leaders of more than 70 Labour-
led councils wrote an open 
letter criticising the NEC for 
“interference” in Haringey.

It described the NEC’s 
suggestion that councillors 
should “mediate” with people 
opposed to the council’s plans as 
“an affront to democracy”.

Those council leaders have 
been at the forefront of privatising 
and outsourcing council services, 
and implementing austerity for 
decades.

That’s why they’re a bastion 
of the Labour right—and are 
leading the fight against Corbyn.

In a bid to placate them, 
Corbyn assured councillors on 
Saturday that Haringey was a 
“unique situation”.

Yet Haringey council is not 
the only Labour council to force 
through housing attacks or cuts 
to services. 

Labour’s leaders should always 
support those who fight back.

Andrew Gwynne—barb at the left

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

DON’T LET THE TORIES 
CRIMINALISE DISSENT

 T 
HIS WEEK marked 
the centenary of some 
women getting the vote 
in Britain. Politicians and 
commentators made 

sure they were seen to celebrate 
the Suffragettes and others who 
fought for the vote.

Yet some seem to have little 
grasp of what the fight involved.

The Suffragettes heckled MPs, 
smashed windows, launched arson 
attacks and planted bombs as 
part of their struggle. One bomb 
targeted the home of chancellor 
Lloyd George in 1913.

So it was ironic that Theresa 
May used the centenary to 
announce plans to better protect 
politicians—plans that would have 
seen more Suffragettes jailed.

May wants a new offence 
of intimidating parliamentary 
candidates and party campaigners. 
She said “abuse” of MPs is a 
“threat to democracy”.

In fact, protesting against 
politicians is an expression of 
democracy.

It was good that people 
disrupted Ukip’s election launch 
last year and protested against 
Tory Jacob Rees-Mogg in London 
and Bristol last week.

May tried to win support by 

saying that women, black and 
LGBT+ people face the most 
abuse. Labour shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott received 
nearly half of all abusive tweets 
sent to women MPs in the run-up 
to the general election.

Racist and sexist abuse on 
social media is a real problem.

But May is cynically using 
concern about this to bring in 
more draconian legislation.  

Tory moves to restrict the 
internet will allow internet service 
providers to censor views they 
don’t like—and will hit the left.

And far from being defenders 
of the oppressed, the Tories are 
the biggest threat to women, 
black and LGBT+ people.

Austerity has hit women the 
hardest. Changes to housing 
benefit rules have made it harder 
for women suffering domestic 
violence to seek refuge.

May has scapegoated migrants 
and refused to let desperate 
refugees into Britain. She refuses 
to give EU citizens full rights to 
stay in Britain after Brexit.

May is no friend of LGBT+ 
people either. 

She voted to keep Section 28, 
which banned positive discussion 
of gay relationships in schools.

She voted against gay couples 
having the right to adopt children 
and twice voted against an equal 
age of consent for LGBT+ people.

May is not out to defend 
people suffering oppression or 
abuse, or to protect democracy.

Her real aim is to criminalise 
ordinary people who challenge 
those in power.

To tackle abuse we need a 
much bigger anti-racist and anti-
sexist shift in society.

We need a world where 
abusers feel less able to get away 
with attacks and where ordinary 
people feel empowered.

Winning this relies on the kind 
of struggle and resistance that 
May wants to ban.

TAKE STOCK ON PENSIONS
 G LOBAL STOCK market 

gyrations this week should 
send a warning to millions 

of workers about their pensions.
You don’t want your pension 

decided by the jackasses who run 
the markets.

For decades firms have moved 
away from “defined benefit” 
pension plans. These guaranteed 
a sum each month based on a 
percentage of your wages during 
the time you worked.

These have been replaced by 
cheaper “defined contribution” 

schemes, whose pension payouts 
are based on the performance of 
share prices.

Imagine waking up each 
morning and scanning the news to 
see if your pension had nosedived 
because of investors selling off 
shares.

Already half the people who 
have so far received their defined 
contribution pension say it is not 
enough to live on.

That’s why it is right to fight for 
pensions that offer security in the 
future, as university lecturers will 

be striking to defend.  And it’s a 
mistake to think pensions based 
on investing in shares are good 
for workers.

It’s a point Royal Mail workers 
should consider as they vote on 
whether to accept such a scheme.

The unions and Labour should 
fight to stop pensions getting 
worse than they already are for 
many workers. 

We need a much higher 
state pension—and to defend 
workplace schemes that 
guarantee security in retirement.  

It was good to see 
protests against 
the Tory bigot 
Jacob Rees-Mogg 
on campuses

‘‘ 
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 Visit to China shows  
 the pressure on May
NO ONE is likely to write an opera about Theresa May’s 
visit to China the way John Adams did about president 
Richard Nixon’s historic trip to Beijing in 1972. Her stay 
in China was completely obscured by media stories about 
Tory divisions over Brexit.

The visit was an interesting sign of the changing 
relationship between China and the Western powers. Nixon’s 
aim was to consolidate a tacit alliance between the US and 
China against Russia. Now, however, both the US and the 
European Union increasingly see China as a geopolitical 
threat. In naming China as a “strategic competitor” last 
December, Donald Trump simply made explicit what most 
US policy-makers have long thought.

Despite Britain’s traditional subordination to the US, 
May’s predecessor David Cameron and his chancellor  
George Osborne sought to develop a close economic 
partnership with China. They talked up the idea of a new 
“golden era” in Anglo-Chinese relations. 

In 2015 Osborne even defied the US by signing Britain 
up to the Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank, proposed by 
China as an alternative to US-dominated institutions such as 
the World Bank. Barack Obama’s administration complained 
about “a trend toward constant accommodation of China” by 
Britain. 

But the “golden era” never materialised. Many of the 
Chinese investments in Britain promised under Cameron 
didn’t happen. Britain runs a £25.5 billion balance of 
payments deficit with China, which accounts for a mere  
3.1 percent of its exports.

Now May’s promises of a post-Brexit “global Britain” might 
seem to offer the prospect of much closer economic links with 
China. But in fact, since taking office, she has blown cold 
on the kind of deals with Chinese firms (for example in the 
nuclear power industry) that Osborne has been pushing.

Refused
And in Beijing she refused to sign a memorandum of 
understanding supporting Chinese president Xi Jinping’s 
“Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI). Also known as the “New 
Silk Road”, this is a series of vast infrastructural projects to 
develop new routes for China’s imports and exports.

Currently Chinese trade is highly dependent on the 
narrow Straits of Malacca, which connect the Pacific and 
Indian oceans. They could be easily closed by the US Navy in 
the event of conflict between the US and China. 

The BRI involves in particular carving out a new land 
route to Europe via Central Asia.

This is already disrupting the EU’s periphery in eastern 
and central Europe. China has started to do in this region 
what has been its practice in Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin 
America for years now. Relatively poor states are being 
offered loans and investments in exchange for signing up to 
big infrastructure projects linked to the BRI.

The result has been the emergence of the “16+1” grouping 
that brings 16 states in eastern and central Europe together 
with China. Brussels increasingly fears that this is creating 
an alternative centre of economic and political gravity for its 
eastern member states and potential member states. 

Already there are claims that China’s influence can be 
seen in internal EU rows over what line to take over the 
territorial disputes it is embroiled in in the South China Sea 
and over new security restrictions on Chinese investment in 
Europe. 

This shows that, at a moment when the EU is trying to 
present a facade of unity in the face of Brexit, the pressures 
are actually becoming stronger. 

So in all probability Xi hoped that May, on the back foot 
over Brexit, could be pressured into signing up to the BRI. 
In the event, she didn’t. Partly this was probably not to 
antagonise the leading Western EU states at a delicate stage 
in the Brexit negotiations. 

But it must also have been to keep in with the US. “The 
mood is that the US is gearing up to push back against 
China,” Matthew Goodman of the Center for Strategic 
Studies told the Financial Times. 

Where Osborne felt confident enough to defy Obama in 
2015, May has chosen to line up with Trump. 

Even greater subservience to the US may well be the Tory 
stance after Brexit.

TRUMP—NOT holding the Nunes memo 

 Trump uses state of union  
 address to fight for survival
by ALISTAIR FARROW

US PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump used his state of the 
union address last week 
to attack migrants, ethnic 
minorities and women.

“For decades, open bor-
ders have allowed drugs and 
gangs to pour into our most 
vulnerable communities,” he 
said. Trump invoked a ficti-
tious immigration system 
where people bring “virtually 
unlimited numbers of distant 
relatives.”

His repeal of the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
legislation could see mass 
deportations for hundreds of 
thousands of people despite 
a decade of living in the US.

Security
He says there can be a com-
pomise, but the trade-off is 
for Congress to agree around 
£17 billion for the border wall 
against Mexican migrants, 
and other security measures.

Trump is terrified the 
investigation into Russian 
involvement in the 2016 
presidential election will 
draw closer to him. 

Last week it emerged 
that he attempted to fire 
the FBI special counsel 
Robert Mueller, head of the 
investigation. 

Trump is fighting with 
every possible weapon 
at his disposal. But his 
Democratic Party oppo-
nents are also playing dirty.  

The Nunes memo (named 
after an obscure politican) 
released last week proves 
that the Obama administra-
tion obtained a wiretap of 
Trump associate Carter Page. 

To justify the surveillance 
they used a document pro-
duced by ex-MI6 British spy 
Christopher Steele. 

That document was com-
missioned by the Democratic 
National Committee, the par-
ty’s ruling body.

Prosecutors are supposed 
to inform the court of any 
bias when applying for sur-
veillance warrants. The 

Obama administration did 
not do this. The Democrats’ 
response, and their support-
ers in the media, has been to 
brush off the memo and its 
implications. 

“The goal here is to 
undermine the FBI, dis-
credit the FBI, discredit the 
[Russia] investigation, do 
the president’s bidding,” said 
Democrat Adam B Schiff 
of the house intelligence 
committee.

They hope the Russia 
investigation will be enough 
to bring Trump down on its 
own and have pinned all their 
hopes on it.

What it really shows is 
that the Democrats can be as 
underhand as the Republicans. 

Mid-term elections for 
the whole of the house of 
representatives and some 
of the senate take place in 
November. 

Democrats hope to take 
seats by casting themselves 
as the resistance to Trump.

The real fightback, waged 
on the streets, is continuing. 
Last month saw hundreds of 
thousands attend Women’s 
March protests across the US. 

The Democrats want these 
to fold into that campaign, 
but it is not as simple as that.
And International Women’s 
Day on 8 March will see the 
return of the Women’s Strike.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Protest against Trump
IF TRUMP comes to 
Britain protests against 
his visit will feed 
into the international 
movement against him.

The first opportunity 
to protest against what 
he represents comes 
on 17 March with 
international protests 
against racism.

Meanwhile 
two groups 
coordinating 
protests in 
Britain—Stop 
Trump and 
Stand Up 
To Trump—
have merged 
to become 

Together Against Trump. 
The racist US 

president had sought 
assurances there will 
not be protests before 
he confirms his visit. 

Following a meeting 
between Theresa May 

and Trump 
at the World 
Economic Forum 
in Davos, it was 
announced that 
he would visit 
“later this year.”

“This president 
is not worried about 

protests,” said US 
ambassador to Britain 
Woody Johnson. 
He should be.

Anti-racist protester

Robert Mueller
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 Muslim parents furious  
 after new attack on hijab 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

MUSLIM PARENTS are angry 
and worried after Ofsted watch-
dog chief executive Amanda 
Spielman backed a head teacher 
who had banned the hijab.

Neena Lall, head teacher at 
Newham’s St Stephen’s school, had 
banned the hijab for children under 
eight last month.

A backlash from parents forced 
her to lift the ban.

As well as backing Lall, Spielman 
also claimed that some people are 
using religion to “actively pervert” 
education. It’s clear that she means 
Muslims.

Her intervention follows an 
announcement in November that 
Ofsted would question primary 
school girls who wear the hijab.

Spielman claimed that this “could 
be interpreted as sexualisation” of 
girls. It provoked a furious response 
from Muslims, parents, teachers, 
academics and others.

Salema, a parent in Newham, 
told Socialist Worker, “If you can 
do something like this in Newham, 
it could happen at other schools. 

“That ’s how it  started in 
France—a ban at one school. It is 
a threat.”

Children wear the hijab for many 
reasons, often to copy their parents 
who are their role models. 

Banning the hijab stops children 
and parents from having a choice 
over whether to wear it or not. 

It also makes Muslim children a 
target for racism. As Salema put it, 
“This is all to do with Islamophobia.”

The Prevent programme already 
forces teachers and other public 
sector workers to spy for signs of 
“radicalisation” and “non-violent 
extremism”. 

Paranoid
Salema said, “I didn’t realise that 
Prevent applied to year six pupils 
in primary school until last week. 
It makes me paranoid to say things 
that I know are fine.

“Just because someone prays five 
times a day does not make them an 
extremist.”

The row over the hijab is part of 
Tory and right wing media attempts 
to paint Muslims, migrants and ref-
ugees as dangerous and alien. 

They have pushed Islamophobia 
partly to justify the West’s imperi-
alist wars in the Middle East and 
break opposition to austerity at 
home.

The right wing press had a field 
day after four refugees, many of 
whom are fleeing those same wars, 
were shot near Calais. There was 
said to have been a fight among 
refugees.

Around 1,500 refugees are still 
trapped at Britain’s border in north-
ern France.

Britain’s refusal to allow desper-
ate refugees into the country has 
left people suffering in appalling 
conditions.

Hundreds are forced to sleep 
rough and face regular attacks from 
the cops.

Cla i re  Moseley  f rom the 
Care4Calais charity told Socialist 
Worker, “People aren’t sleeping, 
there’s no shelter, it’s worse than 
normal. 

“If there are tensions, it’s because 
people are living under terrible 
pressures for a long time.”

The only solution is to force the 
Tories to open the border. 

All the battles against racism 
have to be brought together as part 
of a mass movement. Salema said, 
“We all need to stay united and 
make change.” 

On other pages...
‘Free speech’ minister stops  
Palestine debate >>Pages 10&11

May---blood on her hands
THE MAN who drove a van into 
a crowd of Muslims in Finsbury 
Park in north London received 
a minimum jail sentence 
of 43 years last week. 

Darren Osborne from Wales 
killed Makram Ali and injured 
at least eight other people in 
the terror attack last June. 

Eyewitnesses reported 
that he shouted, “I want 
to kill all Muslims.”

Osborne also gave 
evidence that he wanted 
to kill Jeremy Corbyn and 
London mayor Sadiq Khan.

The judge said that 
Osborne had been “rapidly 
radicalised over the internet 
by those determined to 
spread hatred of Muslims”.

Evidence showed that he 
was infatuated with fascist 
former English Defence 
League leader Tommy 
Robinson and the Nazi 
Britain First organisation. 

The mainstream media 
have treated Osborne 
as a murderer with a 
“dysfunctional” background. 

Yet Osborne’s attack 
followed a speech by Theresa 
May blaming terror attacks in 
Manchester and London Bridge 
on “the single, evil ideology 
of Islamist extremism”.

The politicians and 
newspaper editors who 
scapegoat Muslims as 
terrorists have Makram Ali’s 
blood on their hands.

Join demos 
on 17 March
STAND UP To Racism (SUTR) 
supporters across Britain 
are building for national 
demonstrations in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff on  
17 March.

With less than six weeks 
to go, the 120-strong SUTR 
Scotland conference was a 
good launchpad for the one in 
Glasgow. 

Scottish Labour Party leader 
Richard Leonard said, “Labour 
will look to the left to form 
alliances and coalitions to work 
together to fight racism and 
fascism.”

Workshop debates looked 
at how to combat fascist 
parties and street movements, 
Prevent and tackle the myths of 
immigration. 

Anti-racists elsewhere plan 
rallies and events in the run-up 
to the demonstrations. 

Activists in Bristol will hold 
the first SUTR rally on Tuesday 
of next week. 

Screening
At University College London 
(UCL) the Camden and UCL 
student SUTR groups held 
a screening of Sue Clayton’s 
film Calais Children: a case to 
answer last Thursday. 

Mataio, a UCL student, told 
Socialist Worker, “The director 
and speaker were clear about it 
being a political issue.

“The Tories are paying for 
walls and tear gas, it’s all part of 
their divide and rule.” 

Trade unionists and students 
plan a delegation to Calais the 
day after the SUTR Trade Union 
Conference in London this 
Saturday. 

Jessica Christie is Lancaster 
and Morecambe NEU (NUT 
section) teachers’ union 
president. 

“I want to stand in opposition 
to those who are dehumanising 
and scapegoating people 
for fleeing war, famine and 
repression,” she told Socialist 
Worker. 

The SUTR Trade Union 
conference is crucial to drive 
anti-racist campaigning into 
workplaces and the wider labour 
movement. 

PROTESTERS celebrating after 
blocking a planned ban on the 
niqab face veil at Birmingham 
Metropolitan College in 2013 
(top). Protesters also gathered 
in London in December (left) 
after Ofsted boss Amanda 
Spielman said the watchdog 
would question girls who wear 
the hijab in primary schools 
 Pictures: Geoff Dexter anD socialist Worker

TRADE UNION 
CONFERENCE 

Saturday 10 February
Hamilton House, 

London WC1H 9BD
standuptoracism.org.uk
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Greek right 
attempt to 
stage their 
comeback
A mass nationalist march showed the 
left needs to keep up the fightback, 
writes Panos Garganas from Athens

RIGHT WING organisations in 
Greece organised a large nation-
alist demonstration in the capital 
Athens on Sunday. 

They were protesting against the 
right of the Republic of Macedonia, 
which is to the north of Greece, to 
use the name Macedonia. It shares 
the name with a neighbouring 
region in Greece. 

Greek prime minister Alexis 
Tsipras has been trying to settle 
the question as a condition for 
Macedonia joining the European 
Union (EU) and Nato. 

On the face of it the rally was 
over a ridiculous issue—two 
countries having a dispute over 
a name.

But there are two factors to keep 
in mind. Greece is a member of the 
EU and Nato. 

It is putting conditions for the 
Republic of Macedonia to join so 
Greek capitalism can gain influence 
in the region.

The other factor is internal poli-
tics in Greece. The organisers of the 
rally were figures of the far right, 
but they had the backing of the Tory 
New Democracy party. 

The Tories have been trying to 
make a comeback, but they don’t 
have much chance by focusing on 
economic issues. 

Austerity
They collapsed three years ago 
because they were implementing 
austerity. 

So now New Democracy is using 
the nationalist card. The right 
claim that Macedonia wants to use 
the name to claim part of northern 
Greece.

This is nonsense. The military 
balance between Greece and the 
Republic of Macedonia is over-
whelmingly in favour of Greece. So 
the idea that it might attack Greece 
is out of the question.

But the rally was partly an 
attempt to get left-leaning people 
who are angry with the Syriza gov-
ernment to join the nationalist rally.

That hasn’t worked. The aim 
was to bring together one million 

people on the march, but the real-
ity was closer to 140,000. That may 
seem big, but the rally didn’t draw a 
broader audience beyond the forces 
that the right can mobilise.

Macedonia 
We say two things in the face of this. 
One is that Macedonia can choose 
whatever name it likes. 

We are opposed to the EU and 
Nato, but it’s up to the people of 
Macedonia to decide that.

Second, the nationalist campaign  
gives cover to the Nazis. The Nazi 
Golden Dawn appeared on the rally. 

The Tories gave them that oppor-
tunity—they couldn’t appear at a 
mass rally in any other way.

Syriza came to office through the 
collapse of the traditional parties. 
So the danger that the far right will 
use this campaign to grow is real.

But on the other hand the fight-
back against austerity measures 
imposed by the EU and imple-
mented by Syriza has come from 
the left. People have gone on strike 
against them. 

There is a danger that the nation-
alist campaign will deflect that, but 
we are confident that we can fight 
them back.

On other pages...
Myths of the single market 
>>Pages 14&15

BACK STORY
Greece’s rulers have opposed 
the Republic of Macedonia using 
the name Macedonia
lThe name is shared by a region 
in northern Greece
lPrime minister Alexis Tsipras 
has tried to settle the issue as a 
condition for Macedonia joining 
the EU and Nato 
lThe Tories collapsed because 
they implemented austerity 
lThey hope using nationalism 
will help them tap into anger 
against the government 

THE TORIES are trying to rally their forces around nationalism over Macedonia  

‘We’ll be demanding the government 
grants asylum to all the refugees’ 
ANTI-RACISTS WILL take to 
the streets across Europe on 
Saturday 17 March. 

In Britain demonstrations will 
take place in London, Glasgow 
and Cardiff. Socialist Worker is 
interviewing leading activists 
in Europe about why they’re 
marching. 

ANTI-RACISTS AND anti-fascists 
in Greece are mobilising for 
protests on 17 March—the UN’s 
international anti-racism day.

There will be demonstrations 
in Athens and eight other 
cities—so it’s a national event.

These are now even more 
important because the 
nationalist demonstrations have 
given space to the far right and 
Nazi Golden Dawn.

Jail 
Golden Dawn leaders are on 
trial for murder. They should 
be in jail, not taking part in 
mass rallies outside the Greek 
parliament.

The demonstrations on  
17 March will give an 
opportunity for people to show 
they won’t leave any room for 
the Nazis to benefit from the 

nationalist campaign. The 
anti-fascist Keerfa coalition 
organised protests and pickets 
in the run-up to the nationalist 
demonstration on Sunday. They 
have helped to build for 17 
March.

Swastika 
For instance, in the run-up to 
the nationalist rally a fascist 
group painted a swastika on a 
memorial for people who fought 
against the Nazis in the Second 
World War. 

So Keerfa organised a local 
demo. But we’re not just 
campaigning against the threat 
of the far right. Linked to this is 
the question of the refugees. 

This is very important in 
Greece because there are so 
many people who are trapped in 
the Greek islands. So the other 
aspect of 17 March is opposing 
the racist agreement between 
the EU and Turkey that blocks 
refugees in the Aegean Sea. 

We’ll be demanding that the 
agreement between the EU and 
Turkey is scrapped and that the 
refugees who are trapped on 
the Greek islands are granted 
asylum.

“I’m marching 
against racism 
on 17 March...”
Panos Garganas, 
Greece

INTERNATIONAL 

Panos  Garganas Picture: Guy Smallman
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Unions were 
crap on care 
I HOPE the Unison 
union backs home care 
workers in their fight in 
Birmingham. They didn’t 
back private home care 
workers last year.

They recommended 
we took what was on 
offer. It was the minimum 
wage increase we were 
getting anyway.

Martin Towle 
On Facebook

Celebrate the  
benefit U-turn
TORY concessions on the 
Personal Independence 
Payment shows they 
realise it’s time to act to 
quell rising dissent  
(Socialist Worker,  
31 January). The Tories 
need to get out now.

Frankie Frankgate
On Facebook

Cowardly cuts 
councillors 
TOO MANY Labour 
councils are doing the 
Tories’ dirty work.

They need to stick 
their heads above 
the parapet and fight 
alongside the people 
against Tory cuts and 
social cleansing. 

Melanie Powell
On Twitter

What should 
Kurds do? 
THERE WAS no point 
in arguing against 
the Kurdish PKK/
YPG making alliances 
with Russian and US 
imperialism if you don’t 
present an alternative 
(Socialist Worker, 31 
January).

After all, defending 
the city of Afrin from 
Turkey’s might won’t be 
easy without any help.

Jason Pike
On Facebook

Good news of 
German strike
I WAS delighted to 
read about the mass 
strikes by manufacturing 
workers in Germany 
(Socialist Worker,  
31 January). 

Such mobilisations 
by workers could offer 
an alternative to the 
wretched scapegoating 
from the AfD party and 
its racist imitators.

But there need to be 
more and bigger strikes, 
plus socialist politics to 
point the way forward in 
unity. 

Ann Jenkins
West London

State will try same old tricks 
in Rashan Charles inquest   
RASHAN CHARLES, who died in 
east London last year, was the 
latest in a long line of young black 
men killed after contact with the 
police. 

I can only imagine the pain, 
sorrow and hurt his family and 
friends have had to suffer.

There will now be an inquest 
into his death. 

We hope that justice will prevail 
and those responsible will be 
brought to task. 

Impossible
Sadly it has proved almost 
impossible to get a conviction 
against a police officer after a 
death in custody. 

Yet one shade of hope is the 
Hillsborough inquiry, which firmly 

blamed the deaths of 96 fans on 
the police’s actions. 

And it has left two senior ex 
police officers facing charges, 
including manslaughter.

Yet the police’s barrister John 
Beggs still managed to cause a 
great deal of upset and stress to 
the families of the 96 who died as 
a result of result of the disaster. 

He repeated the police and 
media’s lies about fans. Some 
families were so upset and angry 
that they walked out.

And this same man has been 
chosen by the state to represent 
the cops in the Rashan Charles 
case. 

The police, the media and the 
state will conspire together to put 
their version of the truth out. They 

will say that the police were in a 
hard situation trying their best. 

It is a well-polished manoeuvre, 
from Hillsborough to the death of 
Mark Duggan to Rashan Charles. 

Disaster
They said that fans turning up late 
caused the Hillsborough disaster, 
that fans with no tickets pushed in 
and drunk fans caused trouble and 
abused police.

But the Hillsborough victory 
must now act as a beacon for other 
justice campaigns. I sincerely hope 
that we get justice for Rashan. 

After the revolution, I hope I see 
John Beggs also served with 
justice in a socialist court.

Phil Rowan
South London

Fight for 
equal pay
SPARE A thought for BBC 
Radio 4 presenter John 
Humphries. He’s set to 
have his pay slashed from 
a £600,000 to £300,000 
salary in order to be paid 
the same as an equivalent 
female presenter.

Women and men 
should be paid the same 
at the BBC. But this is a 
world away from the 
experience of millions of 
low paid women workers. 

Fifty years after the 
strike by women at the 
Ford Dagenham led to the 
Equal Pay Act of 1970, the 
pay gap is growing. 

A study by the Fawcett 
Society warns that at the 
current rate of progress 
for some women it could 
take 100 years to close.

We can’t wait for a 
change in government or 
another 100 years. 

Women workers need 
to fight for decent pay 
just like the Birmingham 
homecare workers are. 

Sharon Campion
Birmingham

LGBT+ must 
be inclusive 
AS A lesbian and fighter for 
women’s rights I absolutely 
abhor the way that trans 
women and men are being 
sidelined by some lesbian 
and gay people.

These are typical divide 
and rule tactics. We must 
stick together with all our 
working class brothers and 
sisters. 

We do not need to have 
members of our community 
following the media and 
trying to cause division. 

Remember—united we 
are strong, divided we fall. 

Helen Hallam
West Yorkshire

No win in fight for NHS 
if we don’t beat racism 
WHILE CAMPAIGNING for 
the NHS, I spoke to a 
woman who stopped and 
signed our petition. 

She loved the NHS and 
thought the winter crisis 
was awful. 

But she blamed migrants 
for the problems, not the 
Tories, and consequently 
she didn’t like Jeremy 
Corbyn’s Labour Party. 

Racism deflects anger 
away from those at the top  
and onto scapegoats. 

If we lose the arguments 

about racism with working 
class people, then we will 
lose the fight to get Corbyn 
in and stop austerity. 

We won’t win the battles 
over housing, jobs, pay or  
the NHS.  

But there is a sizeable 
chunk of people in every 
workplace, college and 
community who understand 
the threat of racism. 

We can work with them 
to stand up to racism. 

Tim Knight-Hughes 
Norwich

Just a 
thought...

Varoufakis—no more heroes anymore 
I WAS disappointed to see 
former Greek finance 
minister Yanis Varoufakis 
endorse the Labour right’s 
campaign to stay in the 
Single Market. 

He should know what 
the European Union (EU) 
actually means. He was 
part of the Syriza 
government’s attempt to 
negotiate with it.  

Syriza refused to even 
contemplate leaving the 
EU. This meant its 
anti-austerity agenda was 
easily crushed by the 
“Troika”—the European 

Central Bank, European 
Commission and 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

Those of us with better 
memories than Yanis 

know that his strategy of 
preserving the EU to 
reform it was a complete 
disaster in Greece. 

Richard Donnelly
South London

The Troika—Blairites Alison McGovern, Chuka Umunna and
former Greek finance minister Yanis Varoufakis (centre) 
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SOCIALIST WORKER EXCLUSIVE

 ‘FREE SPEECH’
 UNI MINISTER 
 STOPS DEBATE
The Tories love to cast themselves as brave defenders 
of free speech. But Nick Clark uncovers documents that 
prove a minister’s orders led university bosses in the 
north west of England to ban a Palestine debate

A 
UNIVERSITY’S ban 
on students organis-
ing solidarity with 
Palestine was directly 
linked to instructions 
from a top Tory min-

ister, Socialist Worker can reveal.
The Univers i ty  of  Central 

Lancashire (Uclan) made headlines 
last February after refusing to allow 
its own students to host a pro-Pales-
tine discussion on campus. It’s not 
the only university where Palestine 
events have been targeted—and 
underlines the Tories’ hypocrisy over 
defending free speech on campus. 

Now a Freedom of Information 
(FOI) request by Socialist Worker has 
uncovered a trail of emails revealing 
how Uclan senior bosses connived to 
have the discussion cancelled.

That trail leads all the way to then 
universities’ minister Jo Johnson—a 
man who likes to portray himself as 
the champion of “free speech” on 
campuses.

Johnson  wro te  to  N ico la 
Dandridge—who at the time was 
chief executive of the umbrella group 
Universities UK—on 13 February 
asking her to “disseminate” his 
instructions.

Though Johnson’s words were 
carefully chosen, those instructions 
carried a deliberate underlying mes-
sage. Universities must crack down on 
pro-Palestinian events or risk being 
accused of tolerating antisemitism.

In his letter Johnson explained 
that the government had recently 
adopted the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance’s (IHRA) defi-
nition of antisemitism. The definition 
has been widely criticised for restrict-
ing legitimate criticisms against the 

state of Israel (see right).
Johnson pointed to “rising reports 

of antisemitic incidents in this coun-
try” and singled out events that “take 
place under the banner of Israel 
Apartheid”.

He added, “Such events need to 
be properly handled by higher edu-
cation institutions to ensure that our 
values, expectations and laws are not 
violated.”

The following day Dandridge sent 
Johnson’s letter to university vice 
chancellors along with a lengthy 
message of her own. Under the sub-
ject line “Antisemitism on campus” 
Dandridge singled out “speaker 
events and protests” as a “particular 
area of difficulty”.

“One issue that we did want to flag 
up with you, particularly in the run 
up to Israeli Apartheid Week,” wrote 
Dandridge, “is whether it would be 
useful for you to consider, if relevant, 
what action plan your institution has 
in place”.

The message worked. Just two 
days after Johnson sent his letter 
senior Uclan employees began target-
ing a panel discussion hosted by the 
student union’s Friends of Palestine 
society.

The FOI marked the letters as the 
first two documents of several that 
“outline the decision-making process” 
which led to the discussion being 
cancelled. Those same documents 
show Uclan’s vice chancellor Michael 
Thomas passed Johnson’s message on 
to senior managers on 15 February—
the day after Dandridge had circu-
lated it.

Two hours later Uclan’s Social and 
Community Inclusion Manager Linda 
Tompkins emailed the student union. 

She warned that “some concerns” 
had been raised about an event hosted 
by the Friends of Palestine society 
“and the potential for antisemitism”.

Her email was the start of a con-
certed effort by Uclan bosses to 
force restrictions on the Friends of 
Palestine event. 

It ended in a decision by senior 
executives to ban the discussion from 
taking place on campus entirely. It 
began with a signal from the top of 
the Tory government.

Nicola 
Dandrid, chief 
executive, 
Office for 
students

Michael 
Thomas,
vice chancellor, 
University 
of Central 
Lancashire

Michael 
Ahern, chief 
operating 
officer, 
University 
of Central 
Lancashire

A definition 
designed to 
defame
THE INTERNATIONAL Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) 
says antisemitism can include 
“targeting the state of Israel, 
conceived as a Jewish collectivity.”  
It also mentions “claiming that 
the existence of a state of Israel is 
a racist endeavour”. 

Defenders of Israel say this 
doesn’t restrict “legitimate” 
criticism of Israel. But documents 
released to Socialist Worker reveal 
how authorities at Uclan used the 
definition to do just that.

In a press statement at the 
time Uclan claimed the Friends of 
Palestine event “contravenes” the 
IHRA definition, but refused to 
explain how.

Now the university has been 
forced to admit to Socialist 
Worker that it has no records 
showing what part of the 
definition was supposed to have 
been broken—or how.

Yet Uclan did hand over the 
minutes of the senior executive 
meeting that banned the 
discussion from campus. 

These confess that the executive 
didn’t even bother to find out what 
evidence there was that the topic 
or speakers were antisemitic.

Instead their problem was with 
the name Israeli Apartheid, which 
was “problematic with regards to 
the IHRA definition”.

Chief operating officer Michael 
Ahern’s letter to the student union 
went one step further. It said that 
Uclan had “absolutely no concern” 
with events that highlight the 
suffering of Palestinians. 

But, “By linking the event 
to ‘Israeliapartheidweek2017’ 
the context moves away from 
pro‑Palestinian to anti‑Israeli. On 
this basis it is concluded that the 
event cannot proceed.”

Claim
In other words it’s fine to 
sympathise with Palestinian 
suffering. But talking about the 
cause of that suffering—Israel’s 
racism towards Palestinians and 
its occupation of Palestinian 
land—is not allowed.

Despite Ahern’s claim to have 
“no concern” about support for 
Palestinians, Uclan management 
treated the society and its event 
with suspicion and hostility from 
the outset.

In the exchange of emails 
that followed Johnson’s letter, 
several senior employees at Uclan 

demanded that students union 
officials treat the discussion as a 
“designated event”. 

This means an event where 
speakers might say something 
“contrary to the law,” commit an 
“unlawful act”, or where “a breach 
of the peace is likely to occur”.

No one from the university 
fully explained why they thought 
the Friends of Palestine society’s 
event met that description. The 
university hadn’t responded to 
a request for clarification as 
Socialist Worker went to press.

Bosses even acknowledged 
that similar events had taken 
place before without any trouble. 
But they threatened to use this 
description to force restrictions 
and “mitigations” on the event. 

This even meant placing a pro‑
Israeli “right of reply” speaker on 
the platform.

Ahern’s letter also suggested 
that the university would only 
tolerate “balanced discussion” on 
Palestine in the future. In other 
words, events organised by the 
Friends of Palestine society should 
include pro‑Israel speakers.

Far from protecting free 
speech—as they repeatedly claimed 
to do—university bosses effectively 
blocked students’ right to organise 
and campaign against Israel.

They used the IHRA definition 
to help them do it.Protesting at Soas college in London

Free speech, but only for right
JO JOHNSON has blown a lot of 
hot air claiming to defend “free 
speech” at universities. Late last 
year he announced a plan to 
launch a new Office for Students.

Its much-trumpeted aim is to 
fine universities and students’ 
unions for not defending freedom 
of speech.

What Johnson meant was an 
assault on students who protest 
against racist, sexist or bigoted 
speakers. In a speech last year he 
said speakers had been “banned 
or harried under no-platforming 
or safe spaces decisions.”

He added, “Universities should 
be places that open minds, not 
close them, where ideas can be 
freely challenged.

“Young people should have 
the resilience and confidence to 
challenge controversial opinions 
and take part in open, frank and 
rigorous discussions”.

Clearly none of this applies 
to the right of students to speak 
out against Israel—or the right 
of Muslim students not to be 
monitored under the government’s 
Prevent programme.

Johnson only cares about free 
speech for racists and the right. 
His plans to defend them mean 
attacking the right to organise 
against them.

Sign or be banned
UCLAN ISN’T the only university 
where Palestine solidarity 
campaigners have been targeted. 

Students organising Israeli 
Apartheid Week events at a 
number of universities were 
suddenly faced with restrictions 
and red tape after Johnson wrote 
to vice chancellors.

At Liverpool Hope University, 
a speaker was asked to sign 
up to the IHRA definition of 
antisemitism ahead of the event. 

Management at Exeter and 
UCL universities intervened 
to stop activities and stunts 
organised by Palestine societies.

More recently bosses at 
Cambridge and LSE universities 
intervened to impose “neutral” 
chairs on panel discussions on 
BDS.

Socialist Workers’ revelations 
about what happened at Uclan 
come in the run-up to Israeli 
Apartheid Weeks due to be held 
on campuses from later this 
month.

Students and university workers 
must be ready to challenge 
attempts to shut them down.

Waging campus war
UCLAN’S pro vice chancellor Joel 
Arber warned fellow Uclan bosses 
about the “negative external 
attention” the Friends of Palestine 
event had received.

He was almost certainly 
referring to a campaign by various 
“Friends of Israel” groups to have 
the event called off. Socialist 
Worker’s Freedom of Information 
request showed Uclan received 
364 complaints in opposition to 
Israeli Apartheid week. 

At least four of those 
complaints came from 
organisations including North 
West Friends of Israel, Sussex 
Friends of Israel and pro-Israeli 
Stand With Us and Stand With 
Us UK. Another 129 came from 
people linking themselves to 
those groups.

It was a textbook example of 
how pro-Israel groups silence 
Palestine solidarity campaigners. 

Israel relies on such groups to 
wage its war against the Palestine 
Solidarity movement in Britain. 
Israel’s strategic affairs minister 
Gilad Erdan told the Israeli Knesset 
that the campaign against BDS is 
a “battlefront like any other”.

The REAL threat...
ANTISEMITISM IS a real threat—
and it comes from the right.

Fascist and hard right parties, 
which promote antisemitism, 
have grown in Europe. 

They include Fidesz and Jobbik 
in Hungary. The right wing 
government marked Holocaust 
Memorial Day last week by 
holding a mass to Admiral Horthy, 
the dictator who collaborated 
with the Nazis.

Yet right wingers focus on 
smearing as “antisemitic” those 
who criticise Israel or its Zionist 
ideology. 

They target Israeli Apartheid 
Week, which many student 
activists hold to highlight Israel’s 
racism towards Palestinians. 

Israel is built on the oppression 
of Palestinians. 

Its founding involved the mass 
expulsion of Palestinians—and 
it has continually grabbed more 
land from them through wars. 

Anti-Zionism is not 
antisemitism.

FORMER HIGHER education minister
Jo Johnson

Right wingers 
focus on smearing 
those who criticise 
Israel as 
‘antisemitic’

‘‘ 
Israeli soldier captures Palestinian child

The little helpers...
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WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

ABERDEEN
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 14 Feb, 6pm, 
Waterstones,
3-7 Union St,
AB11 6BG
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
BRISTOL
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 28 Feb, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
GLASGOW
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Thu 22 Feb, 7pm, 
Scottish Youth Theatre 
(Gold Room),
105 Brunswick Street,
G1 1TF
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson 
LIVERPOOL
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 7 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
MANCHESTER
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
PORTSMOUTH
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SWANSEA
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Thu 1 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA20BP
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Winston Churchill—
hero or villain?
Thu 22 Feb, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St, S70 1AP
BOLTON
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Wed 14 Feb, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY

BRADFORD
Climate change—can 
the planet be saved?
Thu 15 Feb, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
The crisis in social housing
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
The Lancashire 
cotton famine
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Can we beat the Tories 
before 2022?
Thu 15 Feb, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP
CHESTERFIELD
How did women 
win the vote?
Thu 15 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, 
S40 1QN

COLCHESTER
Marxism and ecology—the 
fight to save our planet
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,  CO2 7ET
DERBY
170 years since the 
Communist Manifesto 
was published—is Marx 
still relevant today?
Thu 15 Feb, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next to 
Britannia Mill), DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Marxism and mental health
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street, DN1 3NJ
DUNDEE
Socialists and the trade 
union struggle today
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
What’s behind the 
protests in Iran?
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL

HARLOW
How do we stop the 
rise of racism and the 
fascist far right?
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Marxism and religion
Wed 14 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
Sexism and the system—the 
fight for women’s liberation
Thu 15 Feb, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,HU6 7RZ
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Lenin for today
Thu 15 Feb, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
How can Palestine be free?
Thu 15 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very close 
to the station),W10 5XL
LONDON: EALING
Grenfell—why were working 
class people left to die?
Thu 15 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge, YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd, 
W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
LGBT+ rights—the fight 
for liberation today
Thu 15 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), 
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Labour councils vs the 
Tories—a people’s history
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd), 
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
How did women 
win the vote?
Thu 15 Feb, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Why is the working class the 
most revolutionary class?
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 
line and DLR station), 
SE10 8JA
LONDON: SOUTH
Sexism and the system—the 
fight for women’s liberation
Tue 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,  SW9 7PH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Pride, politics and protest
Wed 14 Feb, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
We need to talk about 
Donald—one year into 
the Trump presidency
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
The blood never dried—the 
history of the British Empire
Wed 21 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Climate change and 
capitalism—the 
socialist answer
Thu 15 Feb, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,NE1 6QE
NORWICH
Palestine, Trump 
and resistance
Thu 15 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA

OXFORD
Is globalisation finished?
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Can the police 
control society?
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Winston Churchill—
hero or villain?
Thu 22 Feb, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre),S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Winston Churchill—
hero or villain?
Thu 15 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,SA20BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Palestine, Trump 
and Jerusalem
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,WV1 4HW
YORK
Science fiction and socialism
Wed 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel, 4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM 

BRISTOL
Bristol Stands Up To Racism
Tue 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Hamilton House,
80 Stokes Croft,
BS1 3QY
Speakers: Roger McKenzie, 
Amarjit Singh, Nahella Ashraf
LIVERPOOL
Liverpool Stands 
Up to Racism
Sun 18 Feb, 7pm, 
Unite Building,
Jack Jones House,
2 Churchill Way,
L3 8EF
Speakers: Theresa Griffin, 
Moyra Samuels, Ann 
O’Byrne, Paula Barker, 
Nathalie Nicholas, Anna 
Rothery, Nahella Ashraf
NATIONAL
Stand Up To Racism  Trade 
Union Conference
Sat 10 Feb, 10am, 
NEU Hamilton House,
Mabledon Place, WC1H 9BD
Speakers: Margaret Greer, 
Claude Moraes, Mark Rowe, 
Lee Barron, Clare Moseley, 
Wilf Sullivan, Weyman Bennett
NATIONAL
March Against Racism 
on UN Anti-Racism Day
Sat 17 Mar,  London 12pm, 
Portland Place,  W1A 1AA. 
Glasgow 11.30am Holland 
Street, G2. Cardiff 12.30pm, 
Grange Gardens CF11 7LJ  

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

OXFORD
LGBT history month 
special screening of Pride
Tue 13 Feb, 6pm, 
The Ultimate Picture Palace,
Jeune St, Cowley Road,
OX1 1BN
Speaker: Nicola Field

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 14 Feb, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,
B4 6AF

BOLTON
Wed 28 Feb, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),BL1 1DY

GLASGOW
Thu 15 Feb,  7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 14 Feb, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove 
(next to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Thu 15 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 15 Feb, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

Going beyond the binary...
Marxism, gender and Trans politics

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

Politics of the Mind: Marxism and Mental Distress
by Iain Ferguson

Mental distress has become one of the key public issues  
of the 21st century. Depression currently affects  
350 million people worldwide. This book looks 
at the link between the current political and 
economic system and the soaring levels of 
mental distress we see in the world today.

BOOKMARKS 
the socialist bookshop

£9.99

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

SUPPORTERS OF Trans rights on a Pride march in Glasgow
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A Woman’s Place doesn’t seem to know its purpose 
EXHIBITION
A WOMAN’S PLACE
Abbey House Museum, Abbey 
Walk, Leeds LS5 3EH 
Until 31 December

THIS exhibition         
seems to pose a question 
in its title, but offers no 
clear answers or analysis. 

The stated aim of the 
exhibition is clear enough. 
“On the centenary of some 
women getting the vote 
to look at the struggles 
and progress of women 
in achieving equality and 
recognition,” we are told. 

In a series of themed 
cabinets there are 
artefacts from the 19th to 
the 21st centuries, some 

of which are fascinating. 
There is a recording from 
the mid 1960s of a nurse 
talking about family 
planning. 

 And there are photos 
from the Barnbow 
Munitions Factory in 
Leeds. In 1916 35 women 
workers were killed there 
in an explosion.

It shares stories of 
women who deserve to 
be better known, such as 
Dr Edith Pechey, the first 
female doctor to practise 
medicine in Leeds. 

But it is not clear what 
the point of it all is. 

The context for the 
exhibits appears to be 
quite random. Each cabinet 
has a brief timeline and 

they vary hugely. The 
timeline for the Women’s 
Education cabinet starts 
in 1869 with the first 
women’s residential 
college at Cambridge. 

It ends in 1905 with 
the first female graduates 
from the University of 
Leeds. For Women in Sport 

the timeline starts at the 
1900 Olympics in Paris, 
at which women athletes 
were allowed to take part 
for the first time. Then 
it leaps forward to 2012 
with the London Olympics, 
during which every country 
had female participants. 

The Campaigning 

Women display is great and 
inspiring, but its timeline 
ends in 1977 and there is 
no reference to the 1984-5 
Miners’ Strike. 

Women played a central 
role in this enormous 
dispute, including in 
Yorkshire, and the 
omission is glaring.

I overheard some 
fascinating discussions. 
Without doubt this 
exhibition can inspire, 
educate and encourage 
debates about sexism—
what has changed and 
what is still to change. 

However, what 
appeared to be a lack of a 
a clear conclusion left me 
wanting more. 
Rebecca Townesend

Young soul rebels fighting 
Israeli apartheid with music 
Sumbul Ahmed talked to singer Z the People from Jordanian and Palestinian 
act 47Soul before the latest sell-out show of their European tour
47SOUL ARE unapologetically 
political. 

Their shamstep and dabke songs are 
peppered with anti-racist, anti-imperi-
alist and anti-austerity messages.

47Soul singer Z spoke to Socialist 
Worker. He described their debut 
album Balfron Promise as an attempt 
to express “the fight to secure a home 
without people far away speaking on 
your behalf.” 

This means a fight for justice in 
Britain, but also against the British 
state’s foreign policy. 

The album title alludes to the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917, which 
formalised Britain’s support for creat-
ing a Jewish state in Palestine. 

Z describes the declaration 
as a “criminal and irresponsible 
statement”. 

After Donald Trump said the US 
would recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital, the issue of Palestinian free-
dom has been thrust to the forefront. 

Condemnation
The group want their album to stand 
as a condemnation of the long-lasting 
military occupation of Palestine. 

The lead single Mo Light has lines 
such as “making money from the pas-
sion”, which Z said is a response to 
Hollywood film The Passion of The 
Christ. 

“Jesus is an indigenous Palestinian 
character and revolutionary to us,” 
he said. 

The album is also a response to 
displacement, racism and austerity 
in Britain.

“When we came to London it was 

2012 and the Olympics were taking 
place,” said Z. 

“We witnessed a lot of people 
being evicted from the area they had 
been living in for decades.

“We came as Palestinians and refu-
gees, or as children of refugees, to a 
spot where we were witnessing people 
being expelled from their homes.”

The second track of the album 
Moved Around is about the way 
people are forced to move across the 
world, but are also condemned for 
doing so. 

Continued
“The US was founded on displac-
ing the native population to use the 
resources of the land,” said Z. 

And he went on to point out the 
continued legacy of transatlantic 
slavery today. 

47 Soul describe their music as 
“diaspora music” and Z argues it’s the 
result of the movement of displaced 
people and the physical outcome of 
imperialism. 

According to him one of the 
group’s aims is to stress the impor-
tance of understanding what has 
happened in the past to explain the 
present. 

And they also aim to highlight 
issues of racism, nationality, pass-
port documentation, accessibility and 
border control. 
Balfron Promise was released on  
2 February. It is available at  
47soul.lnk.to/BalPro 
The band are currently on a Euro-
pean tour. For a list of tour dates go to 
47soul.com/tour/47SOUL OUTSIDE Balfron Tower in east London  PhtograPh: Victor Frankowski

Bramley Ladies Choir c.1920-30  Picture: Leeds MuseuMs and GaLLeries

TELEVISION
ALTERED CARBON
Created by Laeta Kalogridis 
Available online at netflix.com 

NETFLIX’S LATEST sci-fi 
offering shows a future 
where a human’s mind 
is stored in a disc in the 
back of their neck, called a 
stack. 

Upon the destruction 
of their body they can 
simply be re-uploaded into 
another one.

In this future, capitalism 
allows the super-rich to 
be virtually indestructible. 
They pay for their stack to 
be backed up into a cloud, 
allowing for multiple stacks 
to exist. 

Meanwhile the poor 
are left to die with the 
Catholic, superstitious guilt 
that re-uploading yourself 
is a mortal sin. 

Add in some film-noir— 
in which protagonist 
Takeshi Kovacs must solve 
a murder in order to win 
his freedom after 250 years 
in storage —and you have 
Altered Carbon. 

Buzzing
Based on the 2002 novel 
by Richard Morgan, there 
are obvious nods to Blade 
Runner, with rainy streets 
and endless buzzing neon 
signs. 

Altered Carbon is 
visually impressive and the 
plot is intriguing. 

Kovacs’ back story opens 
up the viewer to the big 
questions of morality and 
equality. While not wholly 
original, it is entertaining. 

However, Altered 
Carbon falls into some of 
the genre’s predictable 
traps. Hypersexualisation 
is rife, with sex being one 
of the top commodities on 
Earth. The objectification 
of women is not discussed 
in a satisfying way and 
does not seem wholly 
necessary to the plot. 

The actions of the 
police, although evidently 
corrupt, are shown in a 
sympathetic light. 

Despite the grating 
flaws Altered Carbon is 
worth watching, if only 
to remind ourselves that 
capitalism left unchanged 
will surely lead to a grim 
and oppressive future. 
Gabby Thorpe

Takeshi Kovacs
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The single market 
doesn’t block 
renationalisation

EU RULES prevent states 
from wholly running 
services publicly. But a new 
pamphlet from the Labour 
Campaign for the Single 
Market (LCSM)—a group 
led by Blairites—muddies 
the water to try and hide 
this fact.

It says many governments 
in Europe have “ownership 
stakes” in industries 
including energy, rail and 
water. And it highlights 
German state-run rail 
operator Deutsche Bahn as 
an example.

But LCSM admits that 
EU rules “require public 
utility monopolies to open 
up to competition”. As the 
European Commission (EC) 
says, “EU rail legislation 
has consistently encouraged 
market-opening.”

These rules mean Deutsche 
Bahn faces increasing 
competition. There were 
412 rail firms in Germany in 
2015—and 421 in 2016.

As LCSM admits, the 
EU “does require that rival 
companies should be able to 
have access to utility networks”. 
It says this is “beneficial”.

What it actually means 
is that Labour could not 
renationalise the entire rail 
service without defying the 
EU. 

 

The single market 
doesn’t stop state aid
LCSM SAYS it’s possible to 
have state involvement in the 
economy within the single 
market. Technically this 
is true. But this is in spite 
of single market rules, not 
because of them.

Belonging to the single 
market means signing up to 
a series of EU rules which 
protect profits and entrench 
neoliberalism.

Giving state money to 
companies is seen as giving 
an unfair advantage to some 
over others and “distorting 
competition”. 

But state aid is allowed 
if it’s deemed to benefit 
the economy—in other 
words, the bosses.

LCSM accepts this. 
It says “there is no 
escaping some form 
of state aid rules”. Yet 
these rules are there to 
help bosses, not ordinary 
people.

The single 
market protects 
workers’ rights

WORKERS in EU 
countries have watched 

their living standards fall 
while the rich get richer. 
Today the EU enforces 

austerity, most dramatically 
in Greece. In Greece some 
public sector workers had 

their pay slashed by a third 
and the minimum wage has 
fallen by 22 percent.

Workers in Britain suffered 
a bigger drop in real wages 
between 2007 and 2015 than 
any other advanced country 
except Greece. Average real 
wages fell by 10.4 percent.

LCSM hails EU legislation 
such as the Working Time 
Directive, which limits 
working hours. But an “opt-
out” means workers in Britain 
can make “voluntary deals” 
with bosses to work longer.

Our rights have been won 

through struggle, not handed 
down by the EU. Equal pay 
legislation was introduced 
in Britain following a strike 
by women workers at Ford 
Dagenham in 1968.

And some rights, including 
paid holidays and maternity 
leave, are better in Britain than 
the minimum EU standards.

The EU is designed to 
help bosses, not workers. A 
founding treaty “prohibited” 
all restrictions on bosses’ 
ability to make profits.

And the 2007 Lisbon treaty 
enshrined the privatisation of 

public services in the EU. It 
committed member states to 
have balanced budgets and 
near-zero structural deficits.

Many union leaders in 
Britain opposed the treaty. 
Ireland voted to reject it 
after a successful left wing 
campaign. 

In 2007 the European 
Court of Justice ruled against 
Swedish workers who struck to 
stop Latvian firm Laval paying 
migrant workers lower wages.

It also ruled that a Polish 
subcontractor operating in 
Germany could pay workers 
less than half the agreed 
minimum wage for the sector.

And in the same year 
Finnish ferry company Viking 
tried to operate from Estonia 
to avoid a union agreement. 
The court backed the bosses’ 
“right” to relocate. 

Looking to the EU to 
protect workers comes from a 
pessimism that workers can’t 
fight to protect themselves.

Brexit will wreck the 
NHS
LCSM SAYS the cost of Brexit 

leaves less money for the 
NHS. This is false accounting. 
There’s plenty of cash 
available—in the pockets and 
the offshore accounts of fat cat 
bosses.

LCSM says Brexit has 
encouraged nurses from the 
European Economic Area to 
leave the NHS and deterred 
others from coming. Any 
socialist should oppose 
changes that drive workers 
out of services or put them off 
coming to Britain.

But only 5.3 percent of 
nurses come from the EU. 
Brexit is not behind the NHS 
crisis. Tory attacks—pay cuts, 
cuts to health funding and 
slashing bursaries—are.

“Brexit has ripped us away 
from the European solidarity 
of protecting healthcare, 
health standards and workers’ 
rights,” says LCSM.

This rosy picture doesn’t 
fit the reality. Health workers 
in France, Portugal and Italy 
struck late last year against 
cuts and other attacks.

 

Leaving the single 
market will mean 
more cuts
LCSM ADMITS, “Austerity 
is a political choice and has 
nothing to do with the EU or 
single market rules.”

Yet it still claims that 
leaving the single market will 
harm the economy and mean 
“fewer jobs and lower wages”.

LIES ABOUT 
THE SINGLE 
MARKET 

Sadie Robinson looks at a new pamphlet by a group of 
Labour Party right wingers. It claims to bust “Lexit myths” 
but instead weakly accepts the limits of the bosses’ system

Figthing for  migrants

This accepts 
the logic of 
capitalism—and 
wrongly assumes 
that bosses and 
workers have the 
same interests.

The vast majority 
of Britain’s bosses 
wanted to stay in the 
EU because it’s good 
for business. 

Some have since 
blamed cuts on Brexit.

But attacks on 
jobs, pay, pensions 
and services are not 
inevitable. Bosses and 
governments choose to 

make them – and they can be 
resisted.

The woes of many firms, 
such as Carillion and Capita, 
have nothing to do with the 
EU.

Bosses are using fear over 
Brexit to threaten workers. 
Labour should stand up to 
their blackmail, not go along 
with it.

LCSM admits that public 
spending can be increased 
“inside or outside the single 

market”. 
The real problem is that 

Labour fears taking on the 
bosses. 

Catherine West MP writes, 
“It is possible to leave the 
single market and not cut 
public services. But it is not 
possible without increased 
borrowing or higher taxes.

“Public spending choices 
would be much, much 
harder for any future Labour 
government.”

In other words, cuts can be 
avoided if Labour taxed the 
bosses more. 

 

It’s anti-racist to back 
the single market
THE CAMPAIGN to stay in 
the EU was led by David 
Cameron— hardly an anti-
racist. And, disgracefully, 
LCSM calls for more 
clampdowns on migrants.

It complains that Britain 
hasn’t used “significant 
restrictions within EU law” 
that could limit freedom of 
movement.

It bemoans “Britain’s failure 
to use such safeguards fully 
and, where appropriate, send 
back those with no right to 
remain”.

It suggests that regulations 
blocking migrants from 
claiming benefits “could 
be better enforced, or even 
tightened”.

The EU does not guarantee 
freedom of movement. After 
three months, EU citizens 
living in another EU country 
must meet certain criteria in 
order to stay. They must be in 
work, be seeking work with a 
genuine chance of getting it, 
be able to prove they aren’t a 
“burden” on public funds and 

have health insurance.
And EU states retain the 

right to close their borders.
LCSM whines that leaving 

the single market won’t 
address “concerns” about 
“non-EU migrants”.

“New trade deals with 
countries like India are likely 
to involve Britain being 
required to grant a greater 
number of visas to citizens of 
those countries,” it says.

If that wasn’t enough, 
it advocates “reversing the 
spending and staffing cuts to 
the Border Force”.

The EU doesn’t protect 
migrants or refugees. In 2008 
the European Parliament 
adopted a new law that aimed 
to fast track mass deportations. 
It removed migrants’ rights 
to legal representation and 
allowed states to deport 
unaccompanied children.

Fortress Europe means 
refugees fleeing war and 
poverty drown in the sea. 

 
 
 
The EU protects the 
environment

LCSM says the EU has been 
“overwhelmingly 

positive” for 
the environment. 

Yet its own pamphlet 
shows up the weakness of EU 
environmental laws.

“Our air has exceeded legal 
limits since 2010,” it says. 
“Conservative-led governments 
have consistently weakened 
the machinery protecting our 
environment.”

The EU is committed to 
the “progressive abolition of 
restrictions on international 
trade and other barriers”. 
These include environmental 
standards. 

LCSM says that the 
single market “encourages 
responsible environmental 
behaviour by business”. 

In reality businesses 
regularly flout environmental 
laws and EU states repeatedly 
miss targets for emissions cuts.

And the targets aren’t high 
enough to stop catastrophic 
climate change.

The EU uses offsetting, 
where firms can buy more 
credits to emit more pollution, 
to meet targets. 

Offsetting has been 
a disaster that has seen 
emissions rise.

As LCSM admits, “No one 
could argue that the EU is a 
model of green perfection.”

The Labour 
Campaign for the 
Single Market 
pamphlet 

PROTESTING AGAINST EU-imposed austerity in Greece 

Marx’s life of revolutionary 
theory and organisation

This year marks the 
200th anniversary 
of Karl Marx’s birth. 
Sarah Bates looks at 
what his remarkable 
life can tell us about 
fighting for change

KARL MARX was a 
revolutionary who dedicated 
his life to the struggle of 
working class people. 

He endured a lifetime 
of frequent hardship and 
died almost penniless, with 
only a handful of people 
attending his funeral. 

Born in Trier, Germany, 
in 1818 to a middle class 
family, Marx studied law 
at Bonn University. 

While studying he joined 
the Young Hegelians—a 
group of students that would 
get drunk and become 
embroiled in bar fights. 

They also found time to 
discuss the work of German 
philosopher Hegel. 

Throughout his life Marx 
learned from the struggles 
of the working class. 

After he left university 
and moved to France, 
Marx was confronted by a 
larger and more advanced 
working class than the one 
he had seen in Germany. 

This contributed to 
his understanding of the 
uniquely powerful position 
that the working class has. 

Experiencing
In 1841 Marx turned his 
hand to journalism, where 
he remembered experiencing 
“for the first time the 
embarrassment of having to 
take part in discussions on 
so-called material interests.” 

During this time 
writing on the Rheinische 
Zeitung newspaper, he 
began to develop an 
interest in economics.

Mark began to understand 
history, not as the actions of 
courageous individuals, but 
as a product of social forces. 

Others—like the Young 
Hegelians—scornfully looked 
down on workers’ struggles 
because they thought those 
involved weren’t politically 
advanced enough. 

But Marx believed that 
historical change happened 

because ordinary people 
took action, which changed 
them at the same time 
as changing society. 

He met Frederick Engels 
in 1844 and they began 
a friendship that would 
last for the rest of his life. 
Engels’s unwavering political 
and financial support 
was critical for Marx. 

His commitment to 
perfectionism meant he spent 
years writing Capital, and 
only the first volume was 
released before his death. 

His studies of capitalism 
were never intended as an 
academic exercise, but as 
a powerful weapon in the 

class struggle. Marx was 
instrumental in founding 
the Communist League 
in 1847 and the First 
International 17 years later.

In 1848 a revolutionary 
wave swept through 
Europe and the Communist 
Manifesto was published. 

The experience of defeat 
led Marx to believe that 
socialist organisation was 
as important as ever. 

Lessons
Marx learned from the 
situations of the day to draw 
out lessons for the future. 

He was deeply influenced 
by the workers’ movement 
that was developing alongside 
industrial capitalism. 

And when workers 
took control in the 1871 
Paris Commune it had a 
profound impact on him. 

The Commune was a 
living, breathing example 
of the power of the working 
class and the need to 
smash the state machine.

When he died in 1883 
Marx left behind a legacy 
of not just a great thinker 
and prolific writer, but an 
active socialist. It was never 
enough for him to comment 
on the world around us—it 
was necessary to shape it. 

Speaking at his graveside 
in Highgate cemetery Engels 
said Marx’s death was an 
“immeasurable loss”. “His 
real mission in life was to 
contribute, in one way or 
another, to the overthrow of 
capitalist society,” he said.

The best tribute to Marx’s 
extraordinary life is to use 
his insights to fight for 
revolutionary change. 

BACK STORY
Marx’s rich life informed his 
theoretical writing
lAt university he read the 
philosopher Hegel, but 
broke from his theories
lIt was his interaction with 
the working class movement 
which was crucial in 
developing his ideas
lHe was an active socialist, 
not just a thinker 

His studies of 
capitalism were 
intended as a 
powerful class 
weapon

‘‘ 

MARX AT 200



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 71327 London SE11 9BW

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   nnnnnn
Our reference no.  

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:

Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  .......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a payment, 
confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time 
of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your 
bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 

when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST

 WORKERS
  PARTY

Yes, I'd like to be a member
Please send me some information

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 71327, 
London SE11 9BW. Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

Activists won’t let cuts fell Yorkshire trees
by PHIL TURNER in Sheffield

OUTSIDE MY front door on 
a tree-lined Sheffield street, 
protesters were up against 
private security guards as 
police looked on.

Chants of “Whose streets—
our streets. Whose trees—our 
trees” filled the air. 

Neighbours stood shoulder 
to shoulder. Pensioners, some 
in their 80s, united against 
corporate greed. 

Campaigners held firm 
in the face of bullying and 
intimidation. 

Mob-handed security—
laughingly called “evidence 
gatherers”—video everybody. 
But despite violent “forceful 
removal” of protesters, they 
failed. 

Forcing
We succeeded in forcing mul-
tinational company Amey 
from chopping down trees 
for Sheffield Labour council. 

“No Pasaran,” at least for 
now. Amey is employed by 
Sheffield Labour council to 
unnecessarily fell thousands 
of street trees as part of a 
£2.2 billion contract. 

Around 5,500 trees have 

been removed and replaced 
with saplings since 2012 but 
campaigners know many 
removals are unnecessary.

The “Streets Ahead” PFI 
contract between Sheffield’s 
pro-cuts Labour council and 
Amey is a disaster. 

Gleadless Valley Labour 
Party voted 30-0 against the 
tree felling programme. 

Some Labour officials say 
the party could lose up to 
eight seats as a result of the 
trees crisis. 

Momentum has now also 
broken with the tree felling 
programme.

Local Heeley Labour MP 
and shadow policing minister 
Louise Haigh—whose office 
is round the corner from 
the main protests—has now 
branded the felling “unsus-
tainable” and called for it to 
be halted.

Amey brought in a “spe-
cially-trained stewarding 
team”—recruited from out-
side the city—earlier this 
month to remove protest-
ers going inside safety zones 
around trees. 

A  v ideo  c i r cu la t ing 
appears to show a secu-
rity person punching a pro-
tester as police stand by, not  

intervening. Most Labour 
Party members seem to sup-
port the protesters. 

A sign of desperation came 
last weekend when a clearly 
preposterous story emerged 
in the media. 

A couple, one a doctor, 
were accused of poison-
ing tea given to three Amey 
workers, who became ill. 

Police say they are inves-
tigating—despite claims the 
alleged incident happened in 
October last year.

Healthy
The public have not been 
allowed to see the 25-year 
contract to maintain Shef-
field streets, pavements and 
trees. Healthy trees across 
the city are being felled for 
no good reason. 

Public opposition is so 
strong that often arborists 
are being hired to stealthily 
chop down branches in pre-
dawn “raids.”

Nationally Labour stands 
for wanting to scrap PFIs. 

Sheffield council leader 
Julie Dore has declared the 
authority would consider 
bringing the Amey contract 
in house if possible. 

But the council has failed to 

enter into meaningful nego-
tiations with tree campaign-
ers—instead action against 
them has been escalated. 

Yet a way to end the con-
tract without any penalty 
looks to have been found. 

Research suggests that 
during the bidding process 
Amey made false declarations 
about its health and safety 
history, including an incident 
where a worker died.

But at the heart of the 
Sheffield crisis is the anger at 
the Tory council cuts which 
Labour are still implementing 
without leading any kind of 
fightback. 

The “Save Our Trees” 
movement has the potential 
to be a mass campaign.

It should link up more 
with other groups fighting 
Tory austerity, including call-
ing joint protests when the 
annual budget is decided.

Victories in Haringey 
against the housing PFI and 
protests against developers 
in Southwark and elsewhere 
show the potential for wider 
resistance.
Protest against council cuts 
and tree cuts at council budget 
meeting 7 February from 
4pm, Sheffield Town HallRESIDENTS PUT up a tree-mendous fight Picture: Luis Arroyo
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Workers make 
profits possible

 Environment 
secretary Michael 

Gove told agricultural 
bosses last month to 
introduce industrial 
production methods or 
go under.

Economist Ben 
Brettell has also said 
that “new technology” 
is “weakening workers’ 
bargaining power”.

But bosses profit from 
exploiting workers. 

Whether they are 
picking fruit or building 
robots to pick fruit, that 
relationship will remain 
central to capitalism.

Don’t pander to 
the right wing

 Unfortunately, some 
on the left accept 

the argument that 
immigration leads to 
lower wages for workers 
born in Britain.

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn often speaks in 
defence of migrants and 
rightly blames the Tories 
and bosses for low pay. 

But last week he 
warned against the 
threat of “wholesale 
groups of workers 
brought in to undercut 
and undermine”. 

His comments risk 
letting the real culprits 
off the hook.

Migrants may 
push pay up

 RESEARCH based 
on four reports 

commissioned by the 
Home Office in 2003 
found that immigration 
has “if anything, a 
positive effect on the 
wages of the existing 
population”.

  Bosses, not migrants, are  
 to blame for lower wages  
Right wingers have seized on figures for agricultural wages and immigration 
to say that migrants lead to lower wages. Alistair Farrow looks at the reality

 MIGRATION DOES not push 
down wages—bosses and the 

Tories do. Yet politicians and some 
trade union leaders present the idea 
as if it were obvious.

Some on the right use tenuous 
links to try and back up their claims.
The latest is an apparent rise in agri-
cultural wages since the vote to leave 
the European Union in June 2016.

An NFU farmers’ organisation 
survey last October showed that there 
was a 29 percent seasonal labour 
shortfall in September of last year. 

Some in the trade union movement 
have argued that the first fact caused 
the second—and that this proves that 
migrants drive down wages.

But just because one thing follows 
another, doesn’t mean that one was 
caused by the other.

Agricultural wages have been rising 
since 2014—before the EU referen-
dum. So it’s not true that migrant 
workers leaving Britain caused the 
rise.

Alarming
But the rise has also been tiny, and 
when it’s broken down into sub-
sectors the figures are even more 
alarming. 

The argument relies on assump-
tions involved in supply and demand 
economics. This says that a lack of 
supply of a commodity, in this case 
labour, will push up demand for it 
and its value.

As Unite union general secretary 
Len McCluskey has said, “Supply and 
demand affects the sale of labour, pit-
ting worker against worker.”

He has also said that immigra-
tion from countries with “vast his-
torical differences in wage rates” 
has created “sustained pressure on 

living standards” in Britain. But this 
ignores the reality in which markets 
are rigged and can be altered. 

Wages are determined by a myriad 
of social factors. 

For instance in Britain nursing 
wages are stagnant despite a huge 
shortage of workers. 

It’s government policy that holds 
them down. 

A key factor in determining wages 
is the combativity of the working 
class—but unions have repeatedly 
backed down from a serious chal-
lenge to employers over wages.

It’s the Tories and bosses, not 
migrants, who have driven down 
wages and conditions for agricultural 
workers.

The Tories abolished the Agricultural 
Wages Board (AWB) in 2013. The 
board set minimum conditions and 
rates of pay for some 140,000 agri-
cultural workers.

A year after the board was abol-
ished, 44 percent of workers sur-
veyed by the Unite union reported not 
having received a pay rise. 

Other respondents said that sick 
pay had been cancelled or that they 
had to work more hours before over-
time entitlements began.

As a 2017 TUC article argued, 
“Cutting immigration won’t tackle 
low wages in the agriculture sector 
because immigration isn’t the 
problem.” 

Bosses pay low wages because they 
know they can get away with it. 

When politicians blame anyone 
other than the bosses it’s because they 
don’t want to take them on. 

The left needs to organise and fight 
alongside migrant workers to raise 
pay for all workers—and defend free-
dom of movement.

 Real terms pay cut for all
THE LATEST Office for 
National Statistics figures 

show that wage growth has 
remained steady at around 2.5 
percent since before the vote to 
leave the EU. 

That’s below the Retail 
Price Index (RPI) rate of 
inflation, which stood at 
4.1 percent in December.  

RPI takes housing costs 
into account. This is why 
Bank of England boss Mark 
Carney wants to get rid of 
it, claiming it “has no merit”.

But even the bosses’ 
preferred inflation 
measure, the 
Consumer Prices 
Index, stood 
at 3.1 percent 

in December. 
So whichever measure 

is used, wages have been 
falling in real terms.

It’s significant that health 
unions have put in a  
3.9 percent pay claim to bosses.  

And in local government 
the Unison national joint 
committee has voted 
against a  
2 percent pay offer.

Arguing that migrants 
bring down pay plays into 
the hands of bosses who 

underpay workers 
wherever they 
are from.

To get real 
pay rises will 
take action.Bank boss Mark Carney

A8 migration is ‘positive’
A GROUP of countries known 
as the A8 joined the EU as 

part of an enlargement in 2004. 
They are the Czech Republic, 

Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia and 
Slovenia.

One study looked at data 
between May and December 2004 
to analyse the impact of workers 
from these countries on the British 
economy.

It found that the main impact 
of A8 migration was “to increase 
output and total employment, 
with minimal impact on native 
workers”.

Researchers didn’t rule out 
an association between the low 

growth in wages and the increase 
in employment of workers from the 
A8 countries.

But it said “the nature of any 
link is unclear”.

And the overall economic 
impact of immigration from the A8 
countries had been “modest, but 
broadly positive”.

By far the most significant 
changes were seen in agriculture 
and fishing.

“Employment appears to have 
grown sharply as a result of 
accession worker migration,” the 
study said.

Evidence that growth in nominal 
wages in these sectors may have 
been reduced was “mixed”.

AGRICULTURAL WORKERS in 
Boston, Lincolnshire (above) 
and Unite general secretary Len 
McCluskey (left)
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IN BRIEF 

Strike means you 
can’t rush home
DRIVERS AT First Bus in 
Manchester struck on  
Monday this week, with 
more strikes planned for 
Wednesday and Friday. 

Unite union members at 
Rusholme depot have been 
striking since October last 
year for pay parity.

They are currently paid 
£4,500 less than other 
drivers at First Bus depots in 
Manchester. 

Drivers are fighting for an 
increase of £1.45 an hour and 
a written guarantee pay would 
be brought in line with other 
depots by 2019.

Make outsourcers 
face the music
CLEANERS WORKING at 
the Royal College of Music 
protested on Thursday of last 
week against cuts to hours 
and unfair dismissals by new 
contractor Tenon FM. 

Most cleaners have 
rejected new contracts 
that would see their hours 
cut in half. The firm has 
issued them with notices of 
dismissal. 

The Independent Workers 
Union of Great Britain is 
preparing tribunal claims for 
unfair dismissal and against 
the Royal College of Music for 
discrimination.

Will Tory council 
hurt school nurses? 
HEALTH VISITORS and school 
nurses in Somerset fear the 
Tory-run council will change 
their jobs and the service 
they provide.

They are currently 
employed by the Somerset 
Partnership NHS Foundation 
Trust, but the council wants 
to take over their contracts in 
April 2019.

The 200 workers say the 
NHS Foundation Trust is 
better rated at delivering 
children’s services than the 
council.
lProtest outside the council 
cabinet, Mon 12 February, 9am, 
County Halls, Taunton, TA1 4DY 

Protest against 
cuts to fire service
FIREFIGHTERS IN the FBU 
union in Matlock, Derbyshire, 
were set to protest this 
Saturday against threats to 
cut staffing levels.

Derbyshire fire and rescue 
authority want to force 
through cuts that would 
reduce the number of full 
time firefighters.

Pay offer means 
dust-up is avoided
A STRIKE at dust mask and 
respirator makers 3M has 
been called off following a 
pay offer.

Unite members at the 
Newton Aycliffe factory were 
due to strike next week after 
rejecting a 1.5 percent pay 
increase. 

They have now accepted a 
“vastly improved” pay offer.

Students give support 
to lecturers’ walkout
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE NATIONAL Union of 
Students (NUS) has sent its 
“full solidarity” to university 
lecturers preparing for strikes.

The strikes by UCU 
union members will hit 61 
universities later this month. 
Workers are fighting to defend 
their USS pension scheme.

NUS president Shakira 
Martin and UCU general 
secretary Sally Hunt released a 
joint statement on the dispute. 

It said the cuts to the 
USS pension scheme would 
demotivate staff and could 
cause recruitment and 
retention problems.

The NUS has asked its 
members to participate in 
“solidarity action during the 

strikes in support of UCU 
members”.

The first strike is a 48-
hour walkout set to begin on 
Thursday 22 February. 

Four universities involved 
in the dispute have reading 
weeks during this time, so the 
first walkout will involve 57 
universities.

A three-day strike will 
follow from Monday 26 
February, involving 61 
institutions.

The UCU is re-balloting 
seven branches that, although 
voting overwhelmingly for 
strikes, didn’t meet the 50 
percent turnout threshold. 

The ballot ends on  
16 February, and if workers 
meet the threshold they can join 
the strikes in the thrid week. 

This will see a four-day 

strike beginning on Monday 5 
March, followed by a five-day 
strike starting on Monday 12 
March.

nA STRIKE ballot of workers 
in 19 further education 
(FE) colleges is set to end 
on Monday of next week.

UCU union members 
are in dispute over pay 
after rejecting a below-
inflation offer of 1 percent.

Workers voted by 75 
percent for strikes over 
pay in a consultation.

The attacks on pay come 
as FE colleges also face 
cuts to jobs and courses. 

Figures uncovered by 
Labour last week showed 
that there are 20,000 
fewer staff in FE now 
compared to 2010.

STUDENTS PROTESTED outside Tory Jacob Rees-Mogg’s talk at Queen Mary university in 
east London on Thursday of last week. He was forced to sneak in a back entrance to dodge 
the demonstration. Students at Bristol university also made headlines when they challenged 
Rees-Mogg at a similar talk later that week.  Picture Guy Smallman

Powerful meeting calls for 
justice after Grenfell fire
by ALISTAIR FARROW

AROUND 200 people came 
together last Thursday to 
plot the course forward for 
the campaign for justice for 
the victims and survivors of 
the Grenfell Tower fire.

Speakers included 
bereaved families, local MP 
Emma Dent-Coad and others 
from Stand Up To Racism, 
the Fire Brigades Union, the 
National Education Union 
and Defend Council Housing. 
They argued for unity in 
the face of establishment 
attempts at a cover-up.

The deadline for 
undocumented migrants who 
survived the fire to apply for 
amnesty from deportation 
elapsed last Thursday.

Earlier in the day Dent-
Coad, together with shadow 
home secretary Diane 
Abbott,  had sent a letter 
raising concerns.

“All the voices that need 
to be heard cannot be heard 
if these people are deported 
or live in fear,” it said.

At Thursday’s meeting 
Dent-Coad said she had 
submitted ten questions 
related to the amnesty to 
Tory immigration minister 
Brandon Lewis. 

The issue of rehousing 
survivors remains central. 
Dent-Coad told the meeting 
that there are 150 empty 
council homes in the 
borough, and 14 in just one 
building near to Grenfell 
Tower—Trellick Tower.

Part of the Tory-controlled 
council’s solution has been 
to bring in management 
consultants to train council 
staff on cultural change.

It shows how distant 
the council remains from 
ordinary people in the area.
lLonger online at  
bit.ly/2nDVKc5

HOUNDING THE TORIES

HOUSING

Action delays Southwark 
shopping centre threat
SOUTHWARK council’s 
planning committee 
has postponed a crucial 
decision about the future 
of the Elephant and Castle 
shopping centre in south 
London.

The delay came last 
Tuesday night as over 100 
people protested outside the 
committee’s meeting.

The official reason was a 
last minute statement from 
developers Delancey. The 
firm said it could reconsider 
the amount of socially rented 
homes on the development.

The initial planning 
application said just 33 
homes out of almost 1,000 
would be for “affordable” rent 
of up to 80 percent of market 
rates. This figure might now 
rise to 116.

Delancey bosses are 
desperately searching 
for ways to make their 
application acceptable to the 
councillors.

People from Southwark 
Unison union, the United 

Voices of the World union, 
the London College of 
Communication and Defend 
Council Housing spoke 
outside the meeting.

Councillors on the 
planning committee voted 
seven to one to postpone the 
decision. 

A motion to refuse the 
planning application outright 
was proposed but couldn’t 
find a seconder.

There is a danger that 
Delancey’s concessions 
might enable its application 
to slide through. The 
pressure must be kept up.

nWALTHAMSTOW town 
square in north east London 
is set to be occupied on 
Saturday 24 February 
against plans to turn a 
third of it into a shopping 
centre and luxury flats.

Assemble at 1pm at 
Walthamstow Town Square 
outside Walthamstow 
Central Station. For more 
details go to bit.ly/2EiYgxY

GRENFELL TOWER FIRE

HOUSING MAINTENANCE

Mears workers halt strike
HOUSING maintenance 
workers employed by Mears 
in Manchester returned 
to work on Monday after 
a long-running strike.

The 180 Unite members 
had been staging four 
day strikes a week 
since October but have 
postponed their action.

Unite rep Billy Sinclair 
said, “A pay proposal has 
been suggested. We have 
told Mears that they have 
one week to resolve issues 

within the proposal or 
we will be out on strike 
the following week.”

The workers want an 
end to outsourcing and a 
pay increase which would 
bring them to parity with 
other housing maintenance 
workers employed 
directly by the council.

Billy said they would be 
voting on the new pay offer 
“when they address our 
concerns, which has to be 
sooner rather than later.”

SCHOOLS

Parents resolve to renew  
the anti-academies fight
OVER 40 parents, teachers 
and campaigners joined 
an Anti-Academies 
Alliance meeting in central 
London last Saturday.

It was clear that 
the struggle against 
academies on the ground 
has a renewed vigour.

Parents from schools 
that are currently fighting 
academisation were 
particularly prominent. 

Many were outraged at 
the “consultation process” 
for turning schools into 
academies, which is very 
tightly controlled and 
lacks transparency.

The meeting also 
heard from NEU teachers’ 
union members who 
have been striking.

And the meeting 
addressed the Labour 
Party’s position on 
academies. It was agreed 
that Jeremy Corbyn’s plans 
for a National Education 
Service must include taking 
schools back into local 
democratic oversight. 

Campaigners pledged 
to take this argument 
into union branches and 
local Labour Party and 
Momentum meetings. 
Dave Gilchrist

EDUCATION

FUJITSU

Jobs fight 
continues
WORKERS AT Fujitsu 
in Manchester were set 
to launch a week-long 
strike against compulsory 
redundancies and 
victimisation of reps from 
Wednesday of this week.

Fujitsu have sacked four 
of the six reps who have 
been central to the fight 
against job cuts.
lSupport the pickets 
at Fujitsu, Central Park, 
Northampton Road, M40 
5BP between 7-10am. Go to 
bit.ly/2oYsHPv for details of 
how to support the dispute.
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ANTI-FASCISM 

Nazis beaten in Edinburgh
OVER 100 people joined a 
Unite Against Fascism (UAF) 
demonstration in Edinburgh 
on Sunday against the 
Scottish Defence League 
(SDL). 

The SDL was seeking 
to exploit the death of a 
former soldier. He died on 
the streets of Edinburgh in 
January. 

The 26 fascists who 
showed up targeted the 

first minister’s residence. 
Representatives from the 
Labour Party, the Green 
Party, the EIS union and 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
spoke of their pride that 
Scotland had taken in 2,000 
refugees. 

The speakers also stressed 
the need to support the 
SUTR national demonstration 
on 17 March in Glasgow.
Keith Pender

POSTAL WORKERS 

Workers deserve  
more at Royal Mail
by NICK CLARK

CWU POSTAL workers’ union lead-
ers and Royal Mail bosses have 
drawn up a deal to end a long-
running dispute that almost led to 
national strikes.

The full agreement was released to 
union reps and branches last week. 
Senior reps were set to meet to dis-
cuss the agreement this Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

It will then be put to members to 
vote on.

The agreement shows Royal Mail 
managers have made some big con-
cessions—and backed away from 
many of the attacks they planned. 

Workers voted by almost 90 percent 
for strikes on a 73.3 percent turnout—
smashing the thresholds imposed by 
the Trade Union Act. They achieved 
that through an inspirational cam-
paign of mass gate meetings. 

In particular, a new pension deal 
is a big improvement on bosses’ plans 
to move all Royal Mail workers onto 
a Defined Contribution (DC) pension 
scheme. 

This would have robbed thousands 
of pounds from many workers—and 
left the amount paid out at the mercy 
of the stock market.

Bosses are now also offering 
percentage pay increases—and 
reductions in the working week—
where previously they only offered 
meagre lump sums.

Yet there are problems with the 
deal. Bosses and union leaders now 
want to introduce a Collective Defined 
Contribution (CDC)—also known as a 
Defined Ambition—pension scheme.

This would be an improvement for 
workers who are already on the DC 
scheme. 

But it is a much riskier scheme for 
those who began working for Royal 
Mail before 2008. Currently they’re 
on a scheme that guarantees a fixed 
wage in retirement.

Downwards
But the agreement says pension 
payments under the new scheme 
“represent targets, not hard prom-
ises, and can be varied (upwards and 
downwards) to maintain the cost of 
the scheme at a fixed level.”

In other words, workers will get a 
wage in retirement—but the amount 
isn’t guaranteed. 

There are pitfalls with the pay 
deal too. Union leaders say they have 
struck a deal worth 12.33 percent cov-
ering 2017-2019, when reductions in 

the working week are factored in. Yet 
the actual amount of the pay increase 
is only above inflation in 2017. The 
rise is 5 percent and to be backdated. 

There will be no increase for 2018 
and a 2 percent increase in 2019.

These will be coupled with one-
hour reductions to the working week 
in both years. 

This means the hourly rate will 
technically go up. But the amount 
of money paid into workers’ bank 
accounts will stay the same—while 
prices continue to rise.

Workers shouldn’t accept that they 
have to take worse pensions and pay 
to protect bosses’ profits.

CWU members have shown they 
can beat off attacks.

 They should reject the agree-
ment—and be prepared for action to 
win better pay and pension deals for 
all Royal Mail workers.

UNISON WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

Biggest conference ever 
supports Brum strikers
THE UNISON union 
women’s conference in 
Liverpool last week was the 
biggest ever with at least 
550 delegates. 

Most of the union’s 
members are women—and 
most are low paid. So pay 
was a big feature of the 
conference. 

The mood on the 
conference floor was 
certainly far to the left of 
the top table.

Delegates voted against 
a motion supporting 
the “Nordic model” of 
prostitution laws, which 
makes buying sex a 
criminal offence.  

A highlight was hearing 
from a Birmingham 

home care worker who 
spoke about their dispute. 
They’re fighting against 
redundancies, changed shift 
patterns and in defence of 
the service (see page 3). 

Their story made 
delegates angry, but it was 
absolutely inspirational to 
see people fighting back 
against cuts from a Labour 
council. 

We did a collection for 
them, which injected the 
conference with a sense 
that we can fight. 

Unison leader Dave 
Prentis also promised 
to visit Birmingham and 
support the struggle.
Maddy Cooper, Unison shop 
steward (personal capacity)

WORKERS BUILT the strike vote through gate meetings Picture: Guy Smallman

Protests show 
mood for fight
CIVIL SERVICE workers in the PCS 
union protested against the public 
sector pay cap on Wednesday of 
last week as part of a national pay 
day protest.

In Liverpool around 60 workers 
from the Ministry of Defence 
joined the protest. 

In Birmingham 14 PCS reps 
held a campaign stall outside a 
civil service office. The day of 
action followed a vote by union 
members against the pay cap in a 
consultative ballot last year which 
saw more than 79 percent vote for 
action on a 49 percent turnout.

Labour’s shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell said, “Our commitment 
to you, as set out in our manifesto, 
is that a future Labour government 
will scrap the cap.”

His promise is welcome—
but there may not be a Labour 
government until 2022. The PCS 
should launch a real strike ballot 
to lead the fight over pay.

FIGHTING THE CUTS

Don’t cut 
key service
BRADFORD People’s 
Assembly, Bradford 
Families Against Children’s 
Services Cuts and union 
members were set to 
protest on Saturday.

Bradford council 
is planning changes 
to the Prevention and 
Early Help service. 

If they go through, 500 
jobs could be on the line.
lProtest Saturday 10 February, 
11am, Broadway.

EQUAL PAY

Glasgow pay 
fight goes on
CAMPAIGNERS IN Glasgow 
are preparing to take to 
the streets in their decade-
long battle over equal pay. 

Unison and GMB union 
members are fighting for the 
correct implementation of the 
Single Status Agreements, 
which were supposed to tackle 
historic pay discrimination.

Glasgow City Council have 
dragged the case through the 
legal system for years, but in 
January they agreed to resolve 
the dispute at the negotiating 
table. Thousands of low-paid 
women, local government 
workers will be eligible for a 
pay-out. 
lEqual pay or we walk away 
demonstration, Saturday 10 
February, Glasgow Green 
Saltmarket entrance 11.30am

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS TRANSPORT WORKERS

Guards fight 
for safety 
and jobs
GUARDS ON South Western 
Railway are striking to keep 
the guard on the train. 

The RMT union members 
will walk out between  
Friday 16 and Monday 
19 February. 

Workers took action on 
six railway lines in January 
over the implementation 
of the driver only 
operation (DOO) trains.

DOO would make travel 
unsafe and inaccessible. 

nWORKERS ON the 
Docklands Light Railways 
train line in London walked 
last Thursday and Friday. 

It’s the latest wave of 
action in a dispute that 
has already seen two days 
of strikes last December.

Cleaners, security staff 
and travel safe officers, 
who are employed by 
contractor ISS, struck over a 
“comprehensive breakdown 
in industrial relations”.

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS

Crossrail 
strike ahead  
THE UNITE union has 
announced four more 24-hour 
strikes at a Crossrail site 
as a dispute with Balfour 
Beatty over bonus payments 
to electricians continues.

Workers at the Woolwich 
section of Crossrail in south 
east London planned to 
walk out on Wednesday this 
week and on 14, 21 and 
28 February. Workers have 
already struck twice.

Unite said those strikes 
caused “widespread disruption” 
at Woolwich and other sections 
of the £14.8 billion project.

The dispute involves 80 
electricians. Among the workers’ 
demands is a finishing bonus. 
This is “standard practice”, as 
it allows staff to give notice on 
their accommodation without 
taking a financial hit. 

Rally against the fascists in Edingburgh Picture: Steven McBrooM

OIL WORKERS

Bosses’ legal 
wheeze tanks
THE SUTTON Tankers strike 
continues after the Unite union won 
a legal victory. The 30 workers have 
been on strike since 19 January. 

Bosses want to dismiss them 
and force them to come back on 
worse contracts and with pay cuts.

On 24 January Eastham Oil 
Refinery Ltd of Ellesmere Port, 
where the workers are based, went 
to court to prevent picketing. A 
temporary injunction was granted.

At last week’s hearing, Unite 
overturned the injunction. The 
court confirmed the separate right 
to conduct lawful protests on the 
public highway. Unite was awarded 
full legal costs. 
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STRIKE TO STOP 
ACADEMY SCAM
by SADIE ROBINSON 

FIRMS THAT run dozens of 
academies are relying on 
emergency handouts from 
the government to stay in 
business.

Several Multi Academy 
Trusts (MATs) have posted 
deficits while grabbing mil-
lions from the state.

The Rodillian MAT in 
West Yorkshire said it needs 
a “cash advance” to “operate 
effectively”. 

Meanwhile Chapel Street 
Community Schools Trust’s 
accounts say it relies on “con-
tinued government funding”.

Over half of the biggest 
MATs have issued warnings 
about funding, according to 
the Observer newspaper. 

The crisis comes as the 
battle against academies is 
hotting up.

Village 
Workers at The Village School 
in Brent in west London and 
Avenue school in Newham in 
east London struck last week 
against the schools being 
turned into academies.

In Brent NEU union mem-
bers struck for three days 

following a 48-hour walkout 
last month. 

Jenny Cooper ,  jo int 
NEU rep at the school, told 
Socialist Worker that the 
strikes are having an impact. 

“We now have a renewed 
proposal for how the trustee 
board would look if governors 

go ahead with academisa-
tion,” she said. 

“We’re going to carry on 
the fight, but it shows that 
we’re having an effect.”

Teachers plan a three-
day strike from 20 February 
and a 48-hour strike from  
27 February.  The strikes have 

massively built the union at 
the school. 

“In September we had  
32 NEU members,” said 
Jenny. “We’ve now got 157. 

“In January we thought 
that everyone who was going 
to join had joined, then last 
week we got another ten.” 

Strikers have won support 
from Brent Labour MPs Barry 
Gardiner and Dawn Butler 
along with many Labour 
councillors. 

Council leader Muhammed 
Butt had previously said 
the strikers’ action was to 
“punish children”. But last 

week he agreed to write to 
the governors, stating that 
the council would prefer the 
school to stay within the local 
authority.

Escalation
At Avenue school, strikers 
held a two-day strike last 
week, an escalation from pre-
vious one-day strikes.

It’s clear that one-day or 
even two-day strikes are not 
enough to budge a manage-
ment determined to impose 
academisation.

NEU members are ballot-
ing for strikes at Shaftesbury 
School and Keir Hardie 
schools in the borough. 

And those at Cumberland 
School were set to strike this 
Thursday.

There are plans for coor-
d ina t ed  an t i - a cademy 
strikes across Newham on  
22 February and a lobby of 
the council on 26 February. 

Opposition to outsourcing 
and privatisation is growing 
—workers have the power to 
win.
Thanks to Miriam Scharf 
Send messages of support to 
Brent at hank.roberts@neu.org.
uk and to Newham at assistant.
secretary.nta@gmail.com

TEACHERS AND parents picket Avenue School in Newham in east London  Picture: Guy Smallman 

VICTIMISATION 

Vote for walkouts to defend Virgin Trains East Coast union rep Alex Ajufo
by SARAH BATES 

UP TO 100 outsourced 
workers on Virgin Trains 
East Coast are to begin 
balloting for strikes this 
week over the sacking of 
their RMT union rep.

Alex Ajufo has worked 
for seven years as a tanker 
at King’s Cross railway 
station in London.

Tankers fill up trains 
with fresh water supplies 
and have some cleaning 
responsibilities.

Outsourcing giant ISS 
holds the cleaning contract 
on Virgin’s East Coat 
mainline service.

Alex was suspended last 

October after bosses said 
he was late retrieving a 
water pipe from a train—
something no tanker has 
been sacked for before.

He was then dismissed 
on 7 December last year.

Alex told Socialist 
Worker that his dismissal 
was “disproportionate”. 
“The bosses could have 
given me a warning 
because it’s something 
that happens to everyone,” 
he said.

“They’re trying to sack 
people without due 
process.”

Alex has been an 
RMT rep for five 
years, and believes 
his shock dismissal 

is related to his trade 
union activism. “The 
management are angry 
at me because I speak my 
mind,” he said. 

“When I joined the 
company no one was in 
the union and I 

recruited 
70 percent 
of our 
members.”

Alex also 
thinks his 

treatment is related to cuts 
that bosses are trying to 
make to the service.

“They are trying to cut 
thousands of pounds from 
the budget,” he said. “They 
want to get rid of 38 of  
us.

“But I spoke up and 
said, ‘Why do you want to 
reduce staff when the job 
isn’t going to reduce?’

“They are looking for 
ways to sack people. 
The same week I was 
suspended they sacked 
five people. 

The ballot was set to 
start this Thursday. 

All members should vote 
yes to defend Alex from 
greedy bosses.A previous picket outside King’s Cross station Picture: SocialiSt Worker Alex Ajufo 


