
TAKE
STREETS

TO THE

lREFUGEES IN lTRUMP OUT
lRAGE AGAINST RACISM

SAT 17 MARCH CARDIFF, GLASGOW, LONDON

Oxfam and Haiti:
Another Western crime 

A country destroyed by centuries 
of imperialism >>Page 20

Drive to unionise 
the white vans

DPD delivery driver speaks out after 
fellow worker dies   >>Page 3

£1  |  No 2591  |  14 -20 February 2018  | socialistworker.co.uk  
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Strikes to 
spread
across 
education
TENS OF thousands of 
education workers are 
gearing up for strikes.

UCU union members in over 
60 universities are set to start 
14 days of strikes over pensions. 
Action begins on Thursday and 
Friday of next week.

And teachers across five 
schools are resisting attempts 
to turn their schools into 
privately‑run academies (see 
page 19).

This week UCU members in 
16 further education colleges are 
the latest to join the fightback. 
Strong votes for strikes over pay 
showed the anger that exists 
among college workers.

Overall some 92 percent 
backed strikes on a 63 percent 
turnout. 

UCU members are fighting a 
below‑inflation 1 percent pay 
deal.

Margot Hill, branch secretary 
of Croydon College in south 
London, described it as a “great 
result that gives us a very clear 
majority for action”.

Only one college group, South 
Thames, didn’t reach the Tories’ 
50 percent turnout threshold in 
the ballot. 

Most of the 16 colleges set to 
go ahead with strikes planned 
to start with a two‑day walkout 
this month.

They could coordinate the 
walkouts with UCU members in 
higher education. 

In all the disputes, activists 
report that the fightback is 
pulling new members into the 
>>Turn to page 7

On the picket line 
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Farce of DWP’s failed 
assessments revealed  
PARLIAMENT’S Work and 
Pensions Committee asked 
the public to share their 
experience of disability 
benefit assessments 
carried out for the  
DWP by private 
contractors.

They received 4,000 
individual responses 
detailing experiences 
of Tory cuts.

The Down’s Syndrome 
Association revealed 
some of the questions 
parents had been asked 
by assessors, such as:

“How long have 
they had Down’s 
syndrome for?”

“When did they catch 
Down’s syndrome?”

Others’ experiences 
were no better. 

Nicki wrote, “Apparently

I walk my dog daily, 
which was baffling because 
I can barely walk and I 
do not have a dog!”

Mary wrote, “She wrote 
I arose from the chair 
without any difficulty. 

“I was in bed the whole 
time (she let herself in) 
and I only have the one 
chair in the room and 
she was sitting in it.”

  Access to ministers goes to  
 the highest bidders  at ball
IT WAS the strongest 
endorsement of her pre-
miership yet. Unfortunately 
for Theresa May it did not 
come from any cabinet 
minister.

At the Conservatives’ Black 
and White ball fundraiser 
last week a party donor paid 
£55,000 to spend the day 
with her.

The dinosaurs went to the 
Natural History Museum to 
splash cash underneath the 
skeleton of a Blue whale. 

Guests with a combined 
wealth of over £1 billion paid 
up to £15,000 to dine on sea 
trout, beef and mixed dessert 
canapes.

The prime minister rattled 
her tin for donations and 
vowed to “defeat socialism”.

A private meal with Gavin 
Williamson, the defence sec-
retary, in one of the Churchill 

War Rooms commanded 
£30,000. 

Banker Lubov Chernukhin, 
whose husband Vladimir was 
Russia’s deputy finance min-
ister, won the bidding.

Williamson warned a 

fortnight ago that Russians 
were coming to cyber-attack 
on our power infrastructure.

Chernukhin has con-
t r ibu ted  £554 ,000  to 
Conservative coffers since 
2012, when she was declared 

an “impermissible donor” 
after attempting to give the 
party £10,000.

She has given the Tories 
£211,000 in the past six 
months.

A home-cooked dinner 
with Michael Gove and his 
journalist wife Sarah Vine—
at their kitchen table—went 
for £12,500. Lunch with 
Liam Fox, the international 
trade secretary, failed to 
exceed £2,000. Dinner with 
the Scottish Tory leader Ruth 
Davidson made more than 
£15,000. Inevitably bidding 
was fierce for a day of pheas-
ant and partridge shooting.

Earlier around 150 guests 
were kept waiting outside in 
the cold as the doors to the 
bash opened late. 

And a taxi protest hemmed 
in the poshos’ cars on the way 
out.

l COPS ARE being robbed blind with pairs 
of glasses and butter among items worth 

£8,000 taken from police stations.  
   The Metropolitan Police had 15 pairs of 
shoes and a vacuum cleaner stolen from 
secure areas. An iPad, watches and iPhones 
are also among 62 items nicked from  
37 stations across London.  
   The Metropolitan Police said, “Security 
of police property can be improved.”

Boy soldiers battered 
and told to cover up
UP TO 15 “boy soldiers” 
say they were assaulted 
by instructors. 

Recruits aged under 
18 said that they were 
punched, kicked and 
humiliated such as being 
forced to parade naked.

 One recruit lost his 
front teeth after he was 
smashed in the face 
with a rifle butt. He was 
ordered not to make 
a formal complaint 
or to claim it on his 
personal insurance.

The assaults took 
place at the Army’s 
Infantry Training 
Centre in Catterick 
between 2014 and 
2017. One soldier said 
bullying by instructors 
was “quite common 
and often brutal”.

The soldier said 
humiliation of recruits 
was regarded as 
“banter” and complaints 
were dismissed.

Details of the abuse 
emerged as an inquest 
goes on into the death of 
Sean Benton who died 
at Deepcut Barracks in 
1995. Benton, the first 
of four soldiers who died 
there, had five bullet 
wounds in his chest.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Shall we call that 
treason? Why 
not?’
US president Donald Trump’s 
reaction to not getting enough 
applause for a speech

‘I am starting to 
worry that if I sit 
still for too long 
in this chamber, 
I’ll stand up to 
discover my 
clothes have 
turned into lace’
Lord Vaux of Harrowden wants 
the Lords fumigated to get rid 
of the moths

‘I suppose you 
just get used to 
it” 
Theresa May on being prime 
minister

‘I cannot describe 
the depth of my 
despair’
Former Carillion chairman 
Philip Nevill Green who has a 
£2.1 million house

‘Listen, very 
stupid BBC 
Women, simply 
because 
you believe 
something, it 
doesn’t make it 
the truth’
Rod Liddle explains in 
Spectator magazine  why 
women shouldn’t get equal pay

‘It’s a bit like 
Facebook in that 
way. You will 
come across 
people you’ve 
met in the  
past, certainly if 
you’ve lived in the 
area’
A Freemason explains the 
secret society to the press

Tory MP paid 
to speak out  
TORY MP Daniel 
Kawczynski was paid 
£15,000 to help organise 
a conference which was 
an attempt to gather 
support for a coup in 
Qatar.

Kawczynski declared 
two £7,500 payments on 
the parliamentary register.

They simply attribute 
the payments as being 
from a company called 
Akta Group.

The company is 
registered and entirely 
controlled by Tatiana 
Gisca. She is married 
to Khalid al-Hail, the 
Qatari who hosted the 
conference.

He styles himself as 
the founder of the Qatar 
National Democratic Party.

Ahead of the 
conference, but after he 
had already received the 
first £7,500 payment, 
Kawczynski said, “It’s 
not accurate to say I am 
backing the event.”

Kawczynski appeared on 
a panel alongside former 
Tory leader Iain Duncan 
Smith.

Part of the auction catalogue

Drinks culture 
in government
Troublemaker doesn’t 
know what they’re 
drinking at Tory Matt 
Hancock’s culture 
department but they 
should take more water 
with it. 

Not satisfied with 
launching his own app 
to take on Facebook, he 
is drunk with power. The 
department’s hospitality 
budget is staggering. 

It has spent £46,400 
on food and booze so far 
this financial year, and 
£52,000 last year. 

It went on the wagon 
(ish) in 2015-16, splashing 
out just £9,600. 

But 2014-15 was a real 
blast, costing £117,100.

l POLICE WENT to the 
home of a seven year 

old boy after he boasted of 
owning a water pistol.

West Yorkshire police were 
tipped off by Wycliffe CE 
Primary School in Shipley 
after the child expressed his 
excitement at being bought a 
water pistol to play with during 
school holidays.

BONUS OF 
THE WEEK

£71MILLION 
fees collected by the 
accountants KPMG, PwC, 
Deloitte and EY from 
Carillion since 2008



Court rules self defence is no offence
THE LAST two defendants in the 
Rotherham 12 case walked free 
on Tuesday after a police chief 
was unfit to give evidence. 

Not guilty verdicts were 
recorded for Haseeb Alam and 
Mahroof Sultan who were facing 
charges of violent disorder at 
Sheffield Crown Court. The 
prosecution offered no evidence.

The court heard that key 
prosecution witness Chief 
Inspector Richard Butterworth 
was too ill to attend. Butterworth 
gave evidence in the original trial 
of ten of the Rotherham 12 who 
were acquitted of violent disorder 
by a jury in a landmark victory.

The 12 were among a 
400-strong peaceful Unite Against 

Fascism demonstration against a 
Nazi march in September 2015. It 
came two weeks after 81 year old 
Mushin Ahmed’s racist murder.

Butterworth was in command 
of policing on the day. 

Fascists outside a pub, 
well known as a Nazi haunt, 

violently attacked the anti Nazi 
demonstrators as they walked 
home.

A defence campaign supported 
by unions and other justice 
campaigns adopted the slogan 
“self defence is no offence.”

Solicitor Matt Foot said, “This 
result really does mean self 
defence is no offence.”

One of the Rotherham 12, Abrar 
Javid, who was found innocent 
at the first trial in November 
2016, said, “Acquittals of the two 
defendants are a vindication of 
what we’ve been fighting for—
justice has been served.

“We believe South Yorkshire 
Police were politically motivated 
in pushing these charges.”

EDUCATION
Schools 
suffer from 
Tories’ cuts
TORY CUTS to school 
funding have caused 
thousands of job losses 
across England. 

Education unions last 
week pointed to government 
figures showing that the 
number of staff in secondary 
schools fell by 15,000 
between 2014/15 and 
2016/17. 

Yet schools had 31,000 
more children to teach. Some 
£2.8 billion has been slashed 
from schools since 2015. 

And the government’s 
National Funding Formula 
will see 90 percent of 
primary and secondary 
schools suffer further cuts.

Frances Laing is a parent 
in Weston Super Mare, 
Somerset. “The picture is 
a gradual whittling away of 
resources,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

Harder
“We’ve had staff cuts. It’s 
been made harder to apply 
for free school meals as you 
have to apply three times a 
year now. They are trying to 
cut it back.” 

Some of the biggest 
school job cuts have hit 
areas that have the lowest 
average funding per pupil.

Frances said her school 
is in a poor area, and 
that children are suffering 
because of other cuts to 
services and benefits too. “At 
every turn we’re having to 
defend ourselves,” she said. 

Some try to blame 
parents, children and schools 
for lack of resources. 

But Frances said, “We 
are often told that we need 
to raise standards. But it’s 
not us who need to raise 
standards—the government 
needs to raise theirs.”

 Drivers are unionising to  
 deliver better conditions
by ALISTAIR FARROW

WORKERS ARE organising to win 
change at the DPD delivery firm 
where a driver died recently.

Driver Don Lane died of diabetes 
aged 53. His widow Ruth said he 
missed three hospital appointments 
after DPD fined him £150 for attend-
ing previously.

Ruth described DPD as “abrupt, 
cold, horrible and uncaring”.

The company threw an executive 
party the day after Don’s funeral. 
It cost £1 million and featured free 
food, drink and entertainment. 

Socialist Worker spoke to DPD 
driver Alex about the policies at 
the firm which contributed to Don’s 
death.

Penalised
“If workers miss a day due to being 
ill they are out of pocket twice,” 
explained Alex. 

They are not paid sick pay and on 
top of that they have to pay for some-
one to cover their route for the day.

And workers aren’t only penalised 
when they are sick.

People who receive packages from 
DPD will be familiar with a one-hour 
window for your delivery. 

Within that hour workers have 
to make as many as nine other 
deliveries.

“If you fall outside of the delivery 
window, the next day you can go to 
work and you are sent home,” said 
Alex. “You are charged the £150.”

Alex described how bosses can 
use this as an unofficial disciplinary 
measure to force drivers to work 
harder.

“You might deliver 80 parcels in 
a shift,” he said. “Anything over that 
is overtime. But for every parcel we 
deliver after 80 the company takes 
away 50p from your delivery rate. 

“If you say you can’t take the extra 
stops you know there’s going to be 

an argument between you and the 
manager.”

Last week the government pub-
lished its response to the Taylor 
Review into employment. It was 
touted as a crackdown on bogus self-
employment but offers no solutions.

DPD classes its drivers as self-
employed. But Alex said, “They are 
telling you what to do, how to go 
about your work. You don’t have any 
say.”

He said that drivers receive just ten 
days unpaid holiday a year.

But workers are getting organ-
ised and have joined the GMB union. 
Despite the difficulties, “quite a 
few” people have joined the union, 

including workers at Alex’s depot 
who are getting others involved. 

“People see DPD on the outside 
of the van but don’t understand the 
stress going on,” he said. “The shift 
managers get in your face. 

“Some have no respect, they think 
it’s a military camp.”

The firm’s obscene boast is that its 
workers have the company’s “unique 
DNA”. Don Lane died because of 
DPD’s policies. Workers need every-
one’s support to fight back.

. What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
The Taylor Review of Modern 
Working Practices was supposed 
to improve workers’ rights
lYet it doesn’t challenge the 
“flexible” work relationship at the 
heart of the gig economy
lIt should have tackled bogus self 
employment where bosses get to 
avoid paying sick pay and holidays
lBosses celebrated the Tories’ 
response to the review, but trade 
union leaders were sceptical
l For more on the Taylor Review 
go to bit.ly/2EjXXUu

IN THIS WEEK

 1985
Ireland allows sale 
of contraceptives
THE NEW bill meant 
contraception was 
available without a 
medical prescription for 
the first time.

The Dublin archbishop 
claimed the legislation 
would send Ireland down 
a “slippery slope of moral 
degradation”.

RUTH HAS spoken out about the treatment Don received at the hands of DPD bosses  

Mahroof Sultan and Haseeb Alam
Sign up to our morning newsletter 
Breakfast in Red and get the latest 
news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the 
stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/
breakfastinred
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Marching to stem 
rise of fascism in Poland
by ANDY ZEBROWSKI in Warsaw

A NEW law has been passed 
in Poland which could mean 
three years in prison for anyone 
who suggests Polish people 
committed war crimes during the 
Second World War. 

But anti-Jewish pogroms led 
by Polish fascists and antisemites 
did take place. 

The resulting row has stirred 
up a wave of antisemitism. 
This is traditionally the most 
widespread form of racism in 
Poland but has not been so 
prominent for many years—until 
recently. In the last few years 
there has been a huge increase in 
violent attacks.

The hard right Law and Justice 
government has launched a 
campaign against refugees and 
Muslims in the name of fighting 
“terrorism”—and pushes it 
virtually every day. 

It is sticking to its vicious zero 
entry policy for refugees.

The government has also made 
a point of calling fascists who 

organise local demonstrations 
hot blooded patriots.

A recent TV report showed 
Polish Nazis celebrating Hitler’s 
birthday in a forest. The report 
also showed a bigger crowd at a 
Nazi rock concert which has been 
held in the countryside every 
year since 2013. The audience 
made sieg heil salutes. 

Outnumbered
Fascists organised an antisemitic 
demonstration outside the 
president’s palace but anti-
fascists heavily outnumbered 
them. 

These were the same fascists 
who organised the tens of 
thousands strong march last 
November which featured 
slogans such as “White power—
Ku Klux Klan”.

The anti-fascist mobilisations 
bode well for anti-racist 
demonstrations on 17 March.

These events are organised 
by the United Against Racism 
coalition and are supported by 
trade unions and organisations 
of oppressed groups.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

MIDDLE EAST ON BRINK OF 
MAJOR IMPERIAL CLASH

 I 
SRAEL TOOK the Middle East 
one step closer to a major 
war last weekend. One of its 
bombers was shot down while 
on a mission over Syria. 

So it launched what one of 
Israel’s top generals called “the 
biggest and most significant air 
attack the air force has carried 
out” in Syria since 1982.

It was the culmination of a 
frightening escalation of fighting 
between competing powers. 

They are vying for control of 
the Middle East in the wake of the 
Syrian civil war. 

Israel is gearing up for war 
against its biggest rival Iran, which 
has used the Syrian civil war to 
extend its power in the region.

It claimed last Saturday to 
have shot down an Iranian drone 
that had entered its airspace—
then launched a bombing raid 
in revenge. It was one of more 
than 100 airstrikes that Israel has 
carried out in Syria since 2011.

After Syrian missiles shot 
down one of the Israeli jets, an 
Iranian spokesperson promised a 
“relentless response” to any more 
aggression. 

Yet Israeli generals only 
threatened more attacks. They 
claim their airstrike on Sunday 

wiped out half of Syria’s air 
defences. An Israeli general later 
said he expected more direct 
fighting with Iran.

An Israeli war against Iran 
would mean horror for ordinary 
people across the Middle East—
and could easily spread well 
outside of Syria’s borders.

But that threat of war offers 
just a glimpse of the devastation 
that the fighting over Syria could 
become.

Thirteen different countries 
have bombed and invaded 
Syria since its civil war began, 
including the two biggest imperial 
powers—the US and Russia.

All those involved are 
manoeuvring for influence in the 

wake of the carnage. Any one of 
these conflicts and proxy wars 
could spiral out of control.

For instance, supposed allies 
the US and Turkey are trading 
threats over northern Syria. 
Turkey invaded last month against 
the US-backed Kurdish YPG 
militia. 

The US has said it would 
“defend” its forces in Syria from 
attack.  

Turkish president Recep 
Tayip Erdogan issued a threat in 
response. 

“To those who say ‘if they hit 
us, we will respond with force,’ 
it is clear that they have never 
experienced the Ottoman slap,” 
he said. 

Imperialist wars in the Middle 
East are responsible for the hell 
in Syria. 

The US’s failed invasion of Iraq 
in 2003 created chaos across the 
region. 

In its wake, all the major 
powers piled in to crush the 
Syrian revolution and see who 
could come out on top.

Far from the “stability” they 
all claimed to be creating, the 
imperialist powers brought 
unimaginable horror to ordinary 
people across the Middle East.

BOSSES DRIVE US TO DEATH
 D PD DRIVER Don Lane’s 

death shows the human cost 
of bosses’ decisions.

Diabetes sufferer Don didn’t 
attend hospital appointments 
because bosses fined him £150 for 
going previously (see page 3). 

Bosses were able to charge 
those fines because they made him 
register as “self-employed”.

The bogus self-employment 
schemes are one more way for 
bosses to squeeze more profit 
from the labour of workers. 

And often the workers aren’t 

entitled to sick pay, holiday pay or 
maternity leave. 

It is a disgrace that people are 
forced into situations where they 
have to sign up to such awful 
conditions. 

Bosses don’t care one jot for 
workers’ wellbeing. They are happy 
to fill up their bank accounts while 
their “self-employed” workforce 
struggles to get by.

This supposedly “flexible” way 
of working pushes people into 
poverty, ill health, and sometimes 
it kills them. Workers should be 

supported in fighting for better 
conditions, and the fictitious 
employment scams must be 
stopped.

Capitalism is a system where 
the rich and powerful have control 
over the lives of ordinary workers. 

And because their interests 
are different, sometimes bosses 
make decisions that end up killing 
ordinary people. 

We must create a socialist 
society where a job doesn’t mean 
a death sentence—and bosses 
don’t have power over us.

Israel is gearing 
up for war 
against its 
biggest regional 
rival Iran 

‘‘ 

 We can halt  
 the assault  
 from Tories  
 and racists
Protests on 17 March are a key step 
in the fight against racism, argues 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans in Calais 

THERESA MAY’S £45 million 
deal to bolster security in Calais 
is making life harder for refugees 
trapped at Britain’s border.

Hanat, a 17 year old refugee from 
Somalia, lives alongside around  
250 others near the former site 
of the bulldozed “jungle” refugee 
camp. 

“Every single day the police 
come and rip up our tents,” he 
told Socialist Worker. “Every single 
day we have to run away from the 
police’s tear gas.”

Abshir, another Somali refugee, 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s so difficult 
to explain in words the police bru-
tality. They use tear gas and pepper 

spray and beat us with 
sticks. Police brutality 

is the most difficult 
thing here.”

The right wing 
press has slammed 

the Anglo/French 
deal as “ill judged” 
because it caused 

refugees to “over-
run Calais”. 

It involved 
m o r e 
money for 
f e n c e s , 
p o l i c e 
p a t r o l s 
a n d 

other methods to repel refugees.
Solomo, who fled Ethiopia, has 

been in Calais for three months. But 
not for the first time. “I was in Calais 
in 2014,” he told Socialist Worker.  

“I got on a lorry and ended up 
in Poland. I was detained for two 
months when I got there, then I 
worked in a bakery for three years.

“I was coming home from work 
once and they were shouting, ‘black, 
black, black’. They beat me, knocked 
these teeth out and cut me—I had to 
leave.”

The European Union’s deal with 
Turkey forced refugees to take the 
more dangerous route across the 

BACK STORY
Refugees remain stranded in 
Calais because of Tory policies
lIn January the government 
committed to spending an extra  
£45 million on keeping refugees 
out
lMeasures include a 1 km border 
wall in Calais
lThe Tories have paid more than 
£150 million for border security 
since the “Jungle” camp in Calais 
was demolished in 2016
lThey are erecting more walls 
and deploying more guards 

Mediterranean from Libya to Europe. 
And now the Tories are planning 

a racist video campaign aimed at 
refugees planning to travel through 
Libya. 

Interviews
The Home Office’s video will carry 
interviews with refugees in Libya 
who’ve fled countries including 
Eritrea, Nigeria and Sudan.

The refugees trapped at Britain’s 
border in Calais are fleeing the West’s 
wars, dictatorship and poverty. 

“I was in and out of prison in 
Somalia, because the government 
accused me of being part of Al 

Shabab,” said Hanat. And Abshir 
added, “I had to leave Ethiopia—it’s 
a dictatorship.”

Over 100 trade unionists, stu-
dents and campaigners from across 
Britain brought solidarity to refu-
gees and funds for the Care4Calais 
charity on Sunday. 

Khaled Moyeed, the BAME officer 
for the Labour Party in Tottenham, 
was part of a 12-strong delegation 
from north London. 

“The government is turning its 
back on refugees, many of whom 
are fleeing conflicts that are some-
times the direct result of British for-
eign policy,” he said.

“In Yemen the British govern-
ment is supporting Saudis Arabia’s 
bombardments.

“We need to change the foreign 
policy. And the government needs 
to respect its obligations under the 
refugee convention and not abdicate 
its responsibility to help refugees.

“We should not give in to the 
right wing narrative sweeping across 
Europe.” 

The delegation heard from Clare 
Moseley of Care4Calais. “Britain 
is complicit in what happens in 
Calais,” she said.

The only solution is to open the 
border and let the refugees in.

PEOPLE ARE still living in tents across northern France, and the cops are destroying even this meagre shelter  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Conference debates organising against racism at work
AROUND 350 trade 
unionists from across 
Britain rallied in central 
London on Saturday to 
oppose racism. 

The Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) Trade 
Union Conference debated 
how to take the fight into 
workplaces.

Tara, a Unison union 
member in Salford, was part 
of a 12-strong delegation 
from Greater Manchester. 

“Racism is on the rise 
and that comes out in 

workplaces,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “You have 
to challenge it when it 
comes up.”

People at the conference 
discussed how 
they could take 
up practical 
issues in their 
workplaces. At 
a workshop on 
the NHS 
Esme, 
a GMB 
union 
member, 

said, “There’s a disparity of 
BME workers in the lowest 
grades in the NHS.

“But BME workers 
are overrepresented in 
disciplinary procedures.”

Activists need to set up 
workplace SUTR groups 
off the back of the 
conference. 

They can build 
campaigns in workplaces 

around issues such 
as defending migrant 
workers. 

The conference 

came on the same day that 
Tory education minister 
Lord Agnew backed schools 
banning the hijab for 
Muslim girls. 

Rakhia Ismail, Labour 
councillor and Muslim 
parent from Islington in 
north London, spoke at the 
main plenary. “They are 
oppressing me as a Muslim 
by saying that I can’t wear 
the hijab,” she said. 

“We have to stand up to 
this government and get rid 
of them once and for all.” 

Speakers at the final 
rally called for people 
to join SUTR national 
demonstrations in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff on 
17 March. They included 
Unison assistant general 
secretary Roger McKenzie 
and Weyman Bennett from 
SUTR. 

Wilf Sullivan from the 
TUC union federation said, 
“We need to be out on 
17 March, we’re not just 
marching against racism 
but for justice.”

Hanat

A section of the conference

SATURDAY 
17 MARCH

lNo to racism, 
Islamophobia,  
and antisemitism 

lEU nationals are here 
to stay 

NATIONAL
PROTESTS

STAND 
UP TO 
RACISM

lLondon—12 noon, 
Portland Place, 
W1A 1AA 
lGlasgow—11.30am, 
Holland Street, G2 
lCardiff—12.30pm,  
Grange Gardens 
CF11 7L

East London activist Salema

Socialist Worker,
PO Box 71327, 
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Celebrate resistance with  
Socialist Worker this May Day 
May Day is a chance to celebrate working class solidarity against the bosses 
and resistance to oppression. Every year Socialist Worker produces a special 
supplement of May Day greetings from our readers in trade unions, colleges 
and campaigns. Make sure to get yours in by Tuesday 10 April 
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 Coalition deal opens  
 door to German right
GERMANY UNDER chancellor Angela Merkel was meant 
to be the bastion of the neoliberal centre in Europe. 

Britain might vote to leave the European Union. France 
might see the Nazi Front National win second place in the 
presidential elections. 

And right wing authoritarianism might spread in central 
Europe, but Germany would hold firm. 

But the antics over the formation of a new German 
government have shattered this story. In last September’s 
federal elections the outgoing grand coalition was 
humiliated. It consisted of the conservative CDU/CSU bloc 
and the Labour-type SPD.

They have dominated the German Federal Republic since 
it was founded in 1949. But between them they won just 
53.5 percent of the vote, down from over 67 percent in 2013. 

The far right Alternative for Germany (AfD) broke into the 
federal parliament for the first time with 12.6 percent.

The SPD leader Martin Schulz announced that they would 
go into opposition, leaving Merkel to engage in tortuous 
negotiations with smaller parties. But when these collapsed, 
she was able to lure the SPD back into talks.

Finally last week an agreement was reached. It looked like 
a good deal for the SPD which got six ministries, including 
finance, foreign affairs, and labour. The SPD also won 
concessions about how to spend the mammoth £46 billion 
budget surplus the German government has accumulated 
thanks to nearly a decade of austerity and an export boom. 

The new grand coalition will increase spending 
on pensions, schools, infrastructure, and high-speed 
broadband—all SPD goals.

But the deal succeeded in infuriating everyone. The 
conservative right wing—especially the Bavarian-based 
CSU—are angry about the concessions to the SPD. Many of 
them already blamed Merkel for the election result. 

They argue she opened a space on the right for the AfD to 
fill by governing from the centre. The head of the German 
equivalent of the CBI complained the coalition agreement 
was “skewed towards wealth redistribution, instead of 
future-proofing the German economy”.

Mediocrity 
This proved to be nothing compared to the row in the SPD. 
Schulz, an over-promoted mediocrity, was also already 
under fire. 

The party’s youth wing in particular has attacked him for 
going back on his pledge to stay in opposition and rebuild 
the SPD’s base. 

Last week he broke another promise, not to join the 
government, by announcing that he would take the foreign 
ministry. Sigmar Gabriel, the outgoing foreign minister 
and ex-SPD leader, publicly complained that “the new 
SPD leadership clearly didn’t care a hoot about this public 
appreciation of my work”. 

So great was the anger at Schulz’s broken promise that on 
Friday of last week he announced that he wouldn’t join the 
government after all.

He had already said he would stand down as party 
chairman, so he’s history. But the SPD isn’t out of the woods 
yet. 

The result of a referendum of party members on whether 
to join the Grand Coalition will be announced on 4 March. 
Meanwhile, the SPD continues to drop in the polls. One last 
week placed it at 17 percent, while the AfD is up to 15 percent.

This is a terrifying figure—the historic bastion of 
European social democracy running only two percentage 
points ahead of a far right party founded by a bunch of Ukip-
type racists. It also includes Nazis. 

And Merkel is under pressure. The right wing Bild tabloid 
accused her of hanging onto the chancellorship “at any 
price”. And Kurt Kister, editor of the Suddeutsche Zeitung, 
said, “This government could be captioned ‘Won’t last long’.”

But if the grand coalition can’t hang on too long, what 
will follow it? Will the AfD pull the whole German political 
spectrum rightwards? Can the left wing Die Linke party offer 
a focus for resistance? 

This would require combining firm opposition to austerity 
with principled anti-racism and solidarity with migrants. 

The anti-racist demonstrations across Europe on 17 March 
will be an important test for this alternative.

JOHN McDONNELL speaking at the Labour conference on “alternative models of ownership” 

 Labour nationalisation plan  
 will pit party against bosses
by NICK CLARK

THE LABOUR Party’s left 
wing leadership prom-
ised an assault on private 
energy and water firms last 
weekend. 

Jeremy Corbyn and John 
McDonnell laid out plans to 
bring utility companies “into 
public ownership” and end 
“the failure of privatisation 
and outsourcing”.

Their plans would bring 
a Labour government into 
a major conflict with bosses 
at the most powerful energy 
and water firms.

McDonnell said Labour 
would replace the privatised 
system with regional, pub-
licly-owned water companies.

And last Saturday Corbyn 
promised a “catapult into 
21st century public owner-
ship” at the Labour confer-
ence on “alternative models 
of ownership”.

Control 
He said his government 
would put the national grid 
“in public hands” and intro-
duce “public ownership and 
democratic control”.

The speeches marked a 
return to the radical feel of 
Labour’s successful general 
election campaign last year. 

Corbyn’s plan for regional, 
publicly-owned energy com-
panies might not mean 
wholesale renationalisation. 

But it would still provoke 
outrage from the bosses, 

bankers and spivs who make 
huge profits from private 
industry. 

They would threaten to 
crash the economy rather 
than let Labour take their 
businesses—and Corbyn and 
McDonnell know it.

McDonnell sought to reas-
sure bankers at the London 
Chamber of Commerce last 
week that Labour would have 
a “good relationship” with 
the City. 

According to the City AM 
newspaper he promised 
them, “There’s nothing up 
my sleeve, there will be no 

surprises”. He even report-
edly told them, “When we go 
into government, you will go 
into government.”

McDonnell insisted that 
banks should not see Labour 
as a threat. 

And he revealed that 
he had been in “roundta-
ble” talks with businesses 
and joked that he ended his 
meetings with, “Thank you 
comrades”. 

Steady
McDonnell said his aim 
was to convince bosses that 
investment under Labour 
would give them a “steady 
return”.

But putting energy compa-
nies “irreversibly in the hands 
of workers”, as McDonnell 
pledged last weekend, must 
mean full public ownership of 
the whole sector with demo-
cratic control. 

And that can only mean a 
fight with those same bosses.

They’ll do everything they 
can to destroy the govern-
ment or bring it to heel—as 
happened to the Syriza gov-
ernment in Greece.

Stopping them will mean 
hitting back with a mass 
movement of demonstrations, 
strikes and occupations.

The only way to be ready 
for that battle is to build that 
movement now.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Blairites back market
LABOUR’S PLANS for 
renationalisation would 
mean defying the rules 
of the European single 
market.

These demand that 
publicly owned utility 
companies should be 
open to private sector 
competition. 

Blairite MPs such 
as Chuka Umunna and 
Alison McGovern are 
leading the charge to 
remain in the single 
market.  

Umunna said on 
Sunday that support for 
leaving the single market 
would mean lining up 
with bigots. 

Yet Labour right 
wingers support harsher 
immigration controls 
alongside staying in the 
single market. 

The left can fight for a 
Brexit that takes power 
from the bosses and 
the EU insitutions—and 
defends and extends 
workers’ freedom of 
movement.

Jeremy Corbyn’s speech had 
the radicalism of the election

Chuka Umunna—no friend of migrants
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University workers get 
ready for pensions fight
by SADIE  ROBINSON

WORKERS ARE rushing to join 
the UCU union ahead of a series 
of escalating strikes set to begin 
in dozens of universities next 
Thursday.

Sean Wallis, vice president of the 
UCU at University College London, 
said the union is “recruiting hand 
over fist”. At Cambridge university 
80 people joined the union in one 
week. 

Bristol and St Andrews univer-
sities have both reported a recent  
25 percent increase in membership.

A UCU member at Imperial 
College London told Socialist 
Worker, “We had a meeting of  
95 people last week, compared to 
60 at the start of the dispute.

“The mood was very good and 
more people are joining the union.”

Carlo Morelli, a member of the 
union’s national executive com-
mittee, said, “What’s happening in 
union branches is phenomenal. 

“We’re seeing meetings of 80, 90 
or 100 people. Recruitment to the 
union is going through the roof.”

New people are helping to organ-
ise ahead of the walkouts. “One day 
last week we had five strike meet-
ings in departments,” said Sean. “At 
one of them, nearly half the people 
in the room were new members.

“A whole chunk of people who 
weren’t in the union before now 
want to take action.”

Benefit
UCU members in older universities 
are fighting to defend their USS 
pension scheme. Bosses want to 
change the defined benefit scheme 
to a defined contribution one. 

This would leave workers’ pen-
sions at the mercy of the stock 
market and slash their value by half 
or more.

David Blackaby is president of 
the UCU at Swansea university. 
It’s one of seven branches that are 
reballoting after missing the Tories’ 
50 percent turnout threshold. 

Union members at Swansea 
backed strikes by 88.5 percent in 
the ballot—but the turnout was 
49.7 percent. 

“We were just two votes short of 
the threshold,” David told Socialist 
Worker. “Obviously we were 
disappointed.”

David said the union has made 
an effort to make sure more people 
are aware of what’s at stake. “This 
has potentially dramatic implica-
tions for people’s living standards,” 
he said.

“People are joining the union 
—we’ve seen something like a  
10 percent increase in membership 
recently.”

Workers are organising to max-
imise involvement on the strike 
days. “People are talking about 

having teach-ins and teach-outs,” 
said Sean. “These things are giving 
people confidence.”

Universities where workers are 
on a different TPS pension scheme 
are twinning with those that will 
be on strike to organise solidarity. 
Students are backing strikers too.

Sean said the dispute is “entirely 
winnable”. “The union can’t afford 
to compromise,” he added.

Carlo said, “Groups of staff are 
trying to find ways of bringing other 
complaints into the campaign. Some 
employers think this will peter out, 
but this could grow bigger.”

A demonstration in London on 
28 February will be a focus for 
university strikers, strikers from 
further education colleges and 
everyone who wants to strangle 
neoliberalism.

Defend education—march for 
pensions and pay. Wed 28 February, 
12 noon, Malet Street, London WC1E 
7HY. Called by London Region UCU. 
Visit bit.ly/2EYmqvB for details

STRIKING OVER pay in 2016 

Who’s on strike and when?
THE UCU has called 14 
days of escalating strikes. 

A 48-hour strike set to begin 
on  
22 February will hit 
57 universities.

Some  
61 universities will take 
part in a three-day strike 
from 26 February.

Strikes in March could 
be even bigger.

The union is reballoting 
seven branches that, although 
they voted overwhelmingly for 
strikes, didn’t meet the Tories’ 
50 percent turnout threshold. 

These ballots end on 
Friday of this week.

Workers across 68 
institutions could join a four-

day strike starting on  
5 March and a five-day 
strike from 12 March.
For full details about which universi-
ties are striking and when,  
go to  
bit.ly/2EXdJ4N

Strikes to 
spread across 
education 
>>continued from page 1
unions. And each dispute 
shows bosses’ disregard 
not only for workers but for 
education.

The attacks are linked 
to a broader agenda of 
privatisation. That’s why so 
many students back the UCU 
strikes. It’s why parents have 
joined teachers’ picket lines in 
Newham and Brent.

The strikes are about the 
kind of education we want. 
Everyone should back them.

Students 
ready with 
solidarity
MANY STUDENTS are 
organising to support the 
strikers—and are turning their 
fire on university bosses.

The NUS nationally has 
backed the action and called 
on students to join solidarity 
events on the strike days. 

Students at several 
universities including King’s 
College London (KCL), 
Manchester and Edinburgh 
are demanding compensation 
and fee refunds. 

One KCL student told 
Socialist Worker, “I’m 
supporting the UCU. The 
pension cuts are going to hurt 
not only academics but also 
the future of our education.

“I believe students should 
show support and disrupt 
business as usual with the aim 
of winning the strike as soon 
as possible.”

At Imperial College London, 
students are putting a motion 
to the student council in 
support of the strikes. 

Many students have held 
meetings to discuss the strikes 
and held up posters backing 
the UCU. The UCU has said 
that everything on the strike 
days should be cancelled and 
not rescheduled. 

Workers have also begun 
action short of a strike, which 
rules out working overtime to 
reschedule lectures.

Student sabbatical officers 
at Cardiff university issued 
a statement saying they 
backed “the principle” behind 
the strike but “are unable 
to support any action that 
will substantially affect the 
student experience”.

But Carlo Morelli, a member 
of the union’s national 
executive committee, said, 
“We’ve found that where 
union members have spoken 
with student unions, they are 
coming out in support.”

Out to defend pensions
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SOUTH AFRICA

Getting rid 
of corrupt 
president 
isn’t enough
Elite’s manoeuvres in South Africa 
won’t deliver real change for the 
people, argues Charlie Kimber
SOUTH AFRICAN president 
Jacob Zuma was teetering on the 
brink of resignation as Socialist 
Worker went to press on Tuesday 
afternoon. 

The corrupt politician had report-
edly agreed to resign last Sunday. 
Zuma then decided to fight back—
and outrageously said he wanted 
three months’ notice and guaran-
tees about his future.

The following day a 13-hour 
meeting of the ruling African 
National Congress’s  (ANC) national 
executive voted by two-thirds to 
demand Zuma is removed from 
office. 

At a press conference on 
Tuesday, ANC secretary general 
Ace Magashule said, “In its wisdom 
the ANC resolved to recall presi-
dent Zuma in accordance with its 
constitution.

“All necessary parliamentary pro-
cesses that arise from this decision 
will now ensue.”

If the leadership crisis was not 
resolved, there were plans for a par-
liamentary vote of no confidence in 
Zuma. Opposition parties are call-
ing for next year’s general election 
to be brought forward. 

Interests
Zuma’s links to the super-rich Gupta 
family lie behind his downfall. 
The Guptas have business links to 
Zuma and his family and a string 
of witnesses say they had influence 
over lucrative state contracts and 
appointments.

If Zuma goes he will be replaced 
by miners’ union leader—and then 
corporate boss—Cyril Ramaphosa.

Ramaphosa was a non-executive 
director of Lonmin, the firm that 
worked with the police to carry 
out the killings of strikers at the 
Marikana mine in 2012.

Ramaphosa demanded “action” 
against the strikers.

And the rot goes much deeper 
than the corruption of one man.

The end of apartheid was a 
huge victory, but economic power 

in South Africa remains firmly in 
the hands of multinationals, white 
bosses and a thin layer of very rich 
black people.

Just removing Zuma will make 
no difference unless there is far 
more fundamental change. 

The Numsa metalworkers’ union 
last week tweeted, “Nothing has 
changed in the governing party. The 
same culture of cronyism and corrup-
tion continues unabated. 

“Ramaphosa has only replaced 
one group of capitalist looters with 
another.”

The ANC’s crisis is so deep that 
South African Communist Party 
(SACP) announced last weekend 
that it would be standing separately 
in the 2019 general election. It has 
been part of the “triple alliance” 
with the ANC and the Cosatu union 
federation. 

SACP first deputy general sec-
retary Solly Mapaila said the party 
would be part of what he called a 
“popular front”.

Zuma’s fall is welcome—but 
South African workers need a com-
plete break from the policy of work-
ing in alliance with big business.

On other pages...
Oxfam—another Western crime 
in Haiti >>Page 20

BACK STORY
President Jacob Zuma has been 
pushed aside after charges of 
corruption
lHis contempt for ordinary 
South Africans knew no bounds
lHe took £12 million from the 
state to fund improvements on 
his country home
lZuma was initially held up 
as a left wing alternative to the 
previous president Thabo Mbeki 
lHe has money laundering and 
corruption counts hanging over 
him related to a 1990s arms deal

JACOB ZUMA, with Cyril Ramaphosa in the background 

KOREA 

Imperialist tensions lie behind North 
and South Korean peace negotiations
by KIM YOUNG-IK in South Korea 

MANY KOREANS were delighted 
to see North and South Korean 
athletes marching as part of 
one delegation at the Winter 
Olympics’ opening ceremony last 
Friday. 

Relations between North and 
South appear to be improving. 
North Korean dictator Kim Jong-
un sent his sister Kim Yo-jong as 
special envoy to South Korea and 
invited its president Moon Jae-in 
for summit meeting.

Many Koreans were worried 
last year when Donald Trump 
threatened war.

Yet it seems unlikely that peace 
will be sustainable because the 
Korean Peninsula is in the middle 
of an imperialist power game. 

The tension between the US 
and China has been increasing. 

Donald Trump’s defence 
secretary James Mattis last month 
said, “Great power competition, 
not terrorism, is now the primary 
focus of US national security.”

The US judges its approach to 
North Korea as part of its broader 
strategy to contain China’s rise. 

The US has expressed its 

discomfort that talks have begun 
between the two Koreas.  

In his address to US Congress 
at the end of last month, Trump 
stressed “maximum pressure” 
toward North Korea.

Pressure
The US wants to strengthen 
sanctions and military pressure 
toward North Korea. 

People close to the Trump 
administration have openly 
talked about giving North Korea a 
“bloody nose.” 

The US is urging South Korea to 
restart US-South Korean military 
exercises—postponed due to the 
Olympics—as soon as the games 
are finished.

Imperialist rivalries limit the 
Moon government’s room for 
manoeuvre. 

Moon wants to carry on the 
current talks between North and 
South Korea, but is also keen to 
rule out any option that may harm 
the South’s relationship with the 
US.

So Moon agreed with US 
vice president Mike Pence on 
the “maximum sanctions and 
pressure” 
approach.

 The US-South Korean military 
exercise could take place right 
after the Olympics, as originally 
proposed by the US.

The right wing in South Korea 
has been boosted by the US 
maintaining its approach toward 
North Korea. 

A spokesperson for the right 
wing party said that by accepting 
the summit invitation Moon has 
effectively committed “an act 
benefiting the enemy.” 

It is likely that further political 
polarisation will take place.

The Olympics peace is likely 
to be temporary and limited. 
The prospects for the Korean 
Peninsula are still unclear. We 
in Workers Solidarity are calling 
for a peace movement against 
Trump’s war threat so that we can 
fight back when it’s needed. 
Kim Young-Ik is a member of Workers 
Solidarity, the Socialist Workers 
Party’s sister organisation in  
South Korea 

South Korean president Moon Jae-in
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Look back at 
1968 pay fight
IT WILL be the 50th 
anniversary of the Ford 
Dagenham strike, when 
women struck for equal 
pay, this year. 

Will Socialist Worker 
have an article on this? 

It would be useful and 
interesting to revisit it 
and see what lessons we 
can learn from the strike.

Shaun Peters
Hampshire

Work review 
is whitewash 
THE TORIES’ review 
into insecure work is 
laughable. It’s a bit like 
when the police are 
allowed to investigate 
their own failings.

David Cole
On Twitter

Will bankers 
beg for more?
LAST WEEK’S stock 
market slump looked 
worrying. 

The bankers will soon 
be coming with their 
begging bowls again.

Paddy Hanrahan
On Facebook

Fat cats want 
cream of NHS
DIRTY, GREEDY fat cats 
should lay off our NHS—
it belongs to us. 

The Tories are running 
it down so they can sell 
it off to their fat cat 
cronies.

Maurice Walker
On Twitter

More racism 
from the FLA
I SEE Stand Up To 
Racism has found more 
evidence of Islamophobia 
in the Football Lads 
Alliance.

Comments on their 
Facebook page show 
support for Darren 
Osborne—who attacked 
and murdered Muslims in 
Finsbury Park. This is a 
racist street movement. 

It’s got to be opposed 
when it marches.

Sam Dyson
Peterborough

No frontier 
for capital
SMUG BILLIONAIRE Elon 
Musk sent his sports car 
into space last week.

Seems private 
companies want to profit 
from military space 
programmes.

Alex Lowell
Carlisle

They won’t stop us fighting 
for solidarity with Palestine
I READ with interest your report 
on how management at Uclan 
university cancelled a pro-Palestine 
meeting (Socialist Worker, 7 
February). 

We’ve had similar problems at 
Manchester University, where 
management has enforced rules 
that restrict Palestine events.

They want organisers to ticket 
their events. At some Palestine 
events they’ve said university 
employees have to be the chair. 
Some events have been cancelled, 
supposedly because of admin 
issues.

Last year a couple of students 
did a banner drop for Israeli 
Apartheid Week. 

They were threatened with 
disciplinary action. That had never 

happened for previous banner 
drops.

Often people are told there are 
problems with their events just 
two days before they’re meant to 
take place. That makes it harder to 
challenge the restrictions. 

Now restrictions seem to be 
getting tougher for other events. 

Last year we had a Student 
Stand Up To Racism meeting. 
Everything was fine until two days 
before when we were told we 
hadn’t filled the forms out 
properly. 

Mangement said they wanted us 
to record the meeting. 

And we had to meet with four 
different members of university 
management.

There are still some victories for 

Palestine campaigners. There was 
a demo to defend the two who did 
the banner drop. 

About 100 people protested on 
the day the hearing was meant to 
take place and it was postponed.

Last week the university started 
to stock Israeli Sabra Hummus, 
which is on the Boycott Divestment 
and Sanctions’ (BDS) boycott list. 

Our BDS group threatened a 
campaign so the university pulled 
it. Palestine supporters are also 
planning a protest calling for 
divestment from companies on the 
BDS list.

We’re determined to keep 
organising for solidarity with 
Palestine.

Bethan Turner
Manchester University

Keep cash 
for councils
PriceWaterhouseCooper, 
which is overseeing failed 
outsourcer Carillion’s 
liquidation, is demanding 
that councils pay  
20 percent extra for 
outsourced services.

And the Local 
Government Association 
says councils shouldn’t do 
anything to destabilise the 
private companies that leech 
off public sector contracts. 

The job of local 
government is to provide 
services—not to keep the 
profits pumping into 
private companies. 

No more public sector 
money should be used to 
help these companies out.

We want services 
returned and run in-house. 
Not a penny more for the 
greedy boot-filling bastards.

Helen Davies
East London

We must all 
defend NHS
WHEN I became ill in 1979 
there always seemed to be 
lots of nurses on the ward. 
They not only had time to 
care for the patients but 
time to talk and keep my 
spirits up. 

You saw the same 
doctors each morning. And 
if I needed a doctor in 
between there was always 
one nearby.

I’m still in and out of 
hospital more than I would 
like. Throughout the years I 
have watched all of the 
hospital’s workers put 
under increasing pressure.

We need to unite and 
fight, support whatever 
action NHS workers take 
and get rid of this 
government.

Vicky McKenzie
Glasgow

Cop spies? 
No surprise
I’M NOT surprised that 
police used undercover spies 
at the protest outside the G8 
summit at Gleneagles in 
Scotland in 2005, as Scottish 
police admitted last week.

I was involved in 
organising the protest. 

I remember the police 
tried to intimidate 
protesters and stop them 
from coming.

On the day the police 
closed all the bus routes 
towards Gleneagles.

They came on the buses 

and tried to stop people. 
But eventually they had to 
let us march and it was 
hugely successful.

Police say the use of 
spies was justified.

Their tactics were 

completely unjustified. 
This was done at huge 

public expense against a 
mass movement of ordinary 
people.

Dave Sherry
Glasgow

The nurses’ strikes of 
1988 showed how to win
YOUR VIDEO of health 
workers talking about the 
1988 nurses’ strikes 
(Socialist Worker online,  
1 February) reminded me of 
how inspirational they were. 

I was a newly qualified 
staff nurse and the action 
struck a chord with people 
in my hospital. I remember 
the Royal College of Nurses 
put out a leaflet attacking 
the strikes which went 
down like a lead balloon.

Tragically the union 
leadership failed to call the 

kind of national action that 
could have won even more. 

What the disputes did do 
was show that rank and file 
action could deliver. 

So what a disgrace that 
so many union leaders were 
absent from last week’s NHS 
demo. Just like in 1988 the 
fight to defend our NHS and 
the fight for decent pay will 
go hand in hand—and 
depend on resistance by the 
rank and file.

Yunus Bakhsh
Newcastle

Just a 
thought...

Cops advance on protesters at Gleneagles  Picture: Guy Smallman

Students protest for Palestine Picture: Guy Smallman



and residents to tell people about the 
council’s plans.

A t  t h e  s a m e  m e e t i n g 
Northumberland Park resident Sam 
Legatt said, “The term consultation is 
a little misleading. I remember going 
to a fun day and we were invited to 
put leaves on a tree and write on 
them what we would like to see in 
the area.

“As far as I remember not one of 
those leaves said I would like to see 
my home knocked down.”

News about the redevelopment 
came as a shock to people living on 
the estate. “They never said anything 
about demolition,” said Franklin.

Moriam became involved in 
the campaign after she attended a  
Stop HDV meeting. “I was thinking 
whatever is happening I can’t let it 
happen because it would be like lying 
dead,” she said. “I thought to myself, 
‘I’m going to fight for my home, I’m 
going to fight for my community.’

“I’m not going to let anyone tell me 
how I’m going to live—it should be 
up to me to decide.

“I started going leafleting with 
campaigners, attending marches and 

things like that.”
Alison, a resident on the estate and 

a local activist, described how they 
began to get organised.

“A few years ago we became aware 
the council had plans to knock down 
the estate,” she said. “The council 
didn’t admit to that for a long time.

“We started a group called 
Northumberland Park Decides to 
inform residents,” she said. “At 
that time residents had no infor-
mation from the council apart from 
the fact there was going to be some 

regeneration. There were some very 
glamorous pictures of what the area 
could look like.

“We called a meeting and about 45 
people came to the first one. We had 
it in a church hall and we adopted the 
name Northumberland Park Decides.

“That was in June 2016. We’ve had 
meetings once a month since then.”

Last Wednesday’s meeting marked 
an important point in the fight against 
the HDV. A motion called for the HDV 
to be scrapped.

But 46 councillors backed an 
amendment postponing the final 
decision on the HDV until after the 
May election.

Whether the motion would have 
stood legally is arguable. But that 
misses the point. 

If councillors had voted for it, that 
would have been a clear rallying cry 
to all those looking for hope.

The amendment was a compromise 
with the Labour right. The vote raises 
the question of how far the Labour 
left will go to fight social cleansing 
and estate regeneration elsewhere in 
the future.

Labour’s National Executive 

Committee (NEC) recently inter-
vened to ask Haringey to reconsider 
the HDV scheme. Jeremy Corbyn 
has promised that a Labour gov-
ernment would compel councils to 
ballot tenants and residents on estate 
regenerations.

These are hugely posit ive 
developments. 

Conditions for left wing Labour 
councillors to defy Tory austerity 
could hardly be more ideal. And it 
would be very difficult for the coun-
cil leadership to withdraw the whip 
from them following the NEC’s 
intervention.

That is why last Wednesday’s deal 
with the right is all the more concern-
ing. Moriam said she felt “very let 
down” by the vote. “My expectation 
was that now the truth is out there 
that they would bury the HDV once 
and for all,” she said.

“Who knows what’s going to 
happen after the election? They 
might change their minds.

“If they really sup-
ported us they should 
have voted against the 
HDV and that would 
have been the end.”

Labour  counc i l -
lors opposed to the 
HDV attacked Liberal 

Democrat council-
lors who brought 
the original motion 

as opportunistic. 
That’s probably 

t r u e — a n d 
moving the 

motion to 

scrap the HDV, Lib Dem Gail Engert 
said the scheme could have taken 
place on a smaller, trial basis.

Councillor Emine Ibrahim pointed 
out the Lib Dems could have objected 
to the proposals sooner.

The same charge can be said of 
some of her Labour colleagues.

The Labour left should prioritise 
opposing the HDV, not avoiding 
being seen to do what the Lib Dems 
want. People’s homes should come 
before political wrangling.

Anti-HDV councillors are likely 
to take control of the council after 
May’s local elections. They will be 
confronted by a series of questions.

Firstly, will they be able to reverse 
the HDV? Claire Kober said the “final” 
decision on the project will be left to 
the new council leadership. However, 
the Labour right may be able to push 
through deals in the interim.

And last year the Labour left lined 
up with the right to vote through a 
separate redevelopment project in 
the borough. 

They did this to retain the party 
whip in a period before the NEC’s 

intervention. It shows that they 
cannot be relied on to act on princi-
ple in housing struggles.

Secondly, 22 councillors have 
declared against the HDV, but not 
necessarily against any redevelop-
ment projects that involve demoli-
tions. How will a left wing Labour 
council provide the homes people 
need in the face of Tory cuts to coun-
cil funding?

One option councillors are consid-
ering is a council tax increase of 100 
percent. That would be an intolerable 
burden on ordinary people. 

For all these reasons the campaign 
must keep the pressure up. It can give 
the new council leadership in May 
more confidence to defy austerity—
and pressure it if it looks like it will 
cave in.

The right wing of the Labour Party, 
along with the national media, have 
focused on the fight over the HDV 
within the Labour Party. They want 
to lessen the importance of the 
movement on the estates and on the 
streets.

Among all the political manoeu-
vring it can be easy to forget just how 
devastating being forced to move will 
be for people.

“We have a lot of elderly people 
living here who have given their 
lives to this society,” said Moriam. 
“Now they want to live and die here 
peacefully.

“There are people with illnesses—
these people are not going to survive 
a move. If they move us we’re dead.”

The driving force of the campaign 
has been ordinary people fighting for 
their homes. They have put the pros-
pect of a reinvigorated housing move-
ment on the cards.

 HARINGEY 
THE PEOPLE
 DEVELOPERS
AGAINST THE 

A battle by ordinary people against estate demolitions in 
north London could be on the edge of victory. Residents 
spoke to Alistair Farrow about the fight, and explains 
why it matters to everyone facing cuts and selloffs

T
HE campaign against the 
Haringey Development 
Vehicle (HDV) has been 
thrust into the national 
spotlight.  Ordinary peo-
ple have fought back and 

are on the cusp of defeating inter-
national property developers and a 
right wing Labour council.

This fight matters for everyone 
who is facing cuts and attacks. 

It exposes not only Labour’s cosy 
links with developers but also the 
limits of the Labour left. And it shows 
how campaigns can successfully fight 
back.

Labour’s Haringey council leader 
Claire Kober recently announced 
that she would stand down after the 
May local elections. Her defeat is a 
victory for everyone who wants to 
defend council housing—but it does 
not mean the HDV is finished.

The right wing are desperate to 
beat the anti-HDV campaign. It’s been 
attacked as a left wing plot within 
the Labour Party, and as riven with 
sexism and antisemitism. None of the 
charges have stuck because they’re 
not true.

But they’re far from the only lies 
put around about the HDV. Right 
wing councillors have claimed that 
residents were consulted properly. 

At a meeting on Wednesday of last 
week, councillor Kaushika Amin said 
she had personally knocked on peo-
ple’s doors. But tenants and residents 
at the Northumberland Park estate—
the first one to be demolished if the 
HDV goes through—told Socialist 
Worker this wasn’t true.

“There’s been no consultation, no 
knocking on doors,” Northumberland 
Park resident Moriam Islam told 

Socialist Worker back in April 
2017.

Almost a year later, nothing has 
changed.

“No one’s been consulted about 
it whatsoever,” Franklin Thomas 
told Socialist Worker last week. 

F r a n k l i n  l i v e s  o n  t h e 
Northumberland Park estate and 
believes the council has deliber-
ately run it down to justify the 
redevelopment.

“I think it’s called managed 
decline,” he said. “I have never seen 
the area so dirty.”

Residents got leaflets through the 
door asking, among other questions, 
if they’d like nicer homes.

“Who wouldn’t say yes to that?” 
Franklin asked. “The question is, 
what did the council do with that 
information? It became the basis of 
their ‘consultation’.”

Lead councillor for regeneration 
Alan Strickland said last Wednesday, 
“It’s not for me or anyone else to 

tell tenants and leasehold-
ers what they should do, 
where they should go or 
how they should live. 
That’s why tenant choice 

is at the heart of 
everything 
we do.”

But ten-
ants were 

never given 
a  r e a l 
c h o i c e —
it was up 
to cam-
paigners 

BACKGROUND
What is the HDV?
THE HARINGEY Development 
Vehicle is a special purpose 
vehicle.

These are separate “entities” 
set up by companies or other 
bodies, like councils, to manage 
assets.

They allow organisations to 
farm out risk—if the company 
folds the parent organisation 
doesn’t share its fate, supposedly.

The HDV would see seven 
estates demolished in a £2 billion 
deal.

Some 4,000 people would be 
kicked out of their homes if the 
HDV goes ahead.

BACKGROUND
Who are Lendlease?

LENDLEASE IS Haringey council’s 
50/50 partner in the HDV.

It is an international property 
developer with a shady 
reputation.

The firm admitted to fraud 
in the US in 2012. It had 
overcharged the government and 
private companies for work.

Its fine amounted to almost 
£45 million. In Britain Lendlease 
redeveloped the Heygate estate in 
Southwark, south London. It gave 
gifts of Olympics tickets to the 
Labour council leader Peter John.

Residents were told everyone 
would have the right of return 
after redevelopment, but just 
three households were able to 
move back to the Heygate.

Some Southwark councillors 
went on to work for Lendlease.

Some in Labour think the firm 
was just the wrong partner for the 
council’s redevelopment project 
and that another could take its 
place. 

But Lendlease is just one shark 
in an ocean full of them. We need 
to get rid of them all

Moriam Islam from Northumberland Park Not consulted—Franklin Thomas

Residents got 
leaflets through 
their doors asking 
if they’d like ‘nicer 
homes’

‘‘ Anti-HDV 
councillors will 
likely take control 
in May, and will 
face hard questions 

‘‘ 

The Northumberland Park estate is one of many 
threatened with demolition (left) Protests against 
the HDV regeneration plans have been growing for 
several months (below) Picture: Guy Smallman
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WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRISTOL
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 28 Feb, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,BS1 4QA 
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
CARDIFF
Trump—one year on
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
GLASGOW
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Thu 22 Feb, 7pm, 
Scottish Youth Theatre 
(Gold Room),
105 Brunswick Street,
G1 1TF 
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
LIVERPOOL
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 7 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, L1 3BT 
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
MANCHESTER
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS 
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson
PORTSMOUTH
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SWANSEA
Politics of the Mind — 
Marxism and Mental Distress
Thu 1 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,SA20BP 
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
What’s behind the 
protests in Iran?
Thu 22 Feb, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
The rise of the far 
right in Europe—how 
can we fight it?
Wed 7 Mar, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway 
Circus, B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 28 Feb, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY

BRIGHTON & HOVE
The crisis in social housing
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Freedom of speech and 
the use of no platform
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
Bristol,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
LGBT+ rights and the 
fight for liberation today
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
Cambridge,
CB5 8HP
CHESTERFIELD
Marx, money and bitcoin
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Marxism and ecology—the 
fight to save our planet
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Odd One Out,
28 Mersea Rd,
CO2 7ET

DONCASTER
Why we celebrate 
international working 
women’s day
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Women’s Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street,
DN1 3NJ
EDINBURGH
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans liberation
Sat 3 Mar, 2pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG
HARLOW
How do we stop the 
rise of racism and the 
fascist far right?
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
Harlow,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
The Middle East today—
what’s behind the protests in 
Iran, Tunisia and elsewhere
Wed 21 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Paris 1968—when 
students and workers 
fought together
Thu 22 Feb, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
LGBT+ rights and the 
fight for liberation today
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL
LONDON: EALING
Immigration—the myths 
spread to divide us
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
Ealing,
W5 2RE
LONDON: HARINGEY
Artificial intelligence—is 
a robot after your job?
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
What’s going on in 
South Africa?
Wed 21 Feb, 7pm, 
El Rincon Quiteño,
235 Holloway Rd,
N7 8HG

LONDON: NEWHAM
The state of the far 
right in Britain today
Wed 21 Feb, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Marxism and religion
Wed 21 Feb, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Women and the 
Black Panthers
Wed 21 Feb, 7pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
The blood never dried—
the bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 21 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MEDWAY
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
Trade unions—is there an 
upturn in the struggle?
Thu 22 Feb, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
Newcastle,
NE1 6QE
OXFORD
Is globalisation finished?
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH

PORTSMOUTH
Why we need a revolution 
to end racism
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, 
PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Winston Churchill—
hero or villain?
Thu 22 Feb, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), 
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Carillion—the great 
PFI swindle
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,  SA20BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BIRMINGHAM
Why we need an  
anti-war government
Stop The War public meeting 
Wed 21 Feb, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St, B4 6AF
NATIONAL
March Against Racism 
on UN Anti-Racism Day
Sat 17 Mar,  London 12pm, 
Portland Place,  W1A 1AA. 
Glasgow 11.30am Holland 
Street, G2. Cardiff 12.30pm, 
Grange Gardens CF11 7LJ  
Go to standuptoracism.org.uk

DUNDEE
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd,
SE10 8JA

TELFORD
Wed 7 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY

YORK
Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

100 years on from the Representation of the People Act
How did women win the vote?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

On New Terrain: How Capital Redefined the Battleground of Class War
by Kim Moody

In his latest book, Kim Moody analyses how recent changes in 
capitalism have altered both the composition of the working class 
and the economic and political ground on which it struggles. 
Moody shows that the working class and its own self-activity 
are essential in the global battle against austerity.
Admission £2.00 Payable on door

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 l bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

BOOKMARKS 
the socialist bookshop event

6:30pmWednesday21 February
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Paintings are a monument  
to regal vanity and excess
The Royal Academy has reunited some of Charles I’s art collection. There is 
lots to admire but it’s not enough to lose your head over, says Alex Ryder
CHARLES I—KING and Collector 
paints “that man of blood” as a 
man of art. 

The Royal Academy’s exhibition 
brings together the art collection of 
Charles Stuart, the English monarch 
who lost his head in 1649. 

After the execution, the House of 
Stuart’s artworks were sold at knock-
down prices in the Commonwealth 
Sale.

Anyone who loves art will enjoy 
the Academy’s galleries.

Tensions runs through Italian 
painter Cristofano Allori’s compo-
sition of Judith with the Head of 
Holofernes. Jewish hero Judith grips 
the head of invading Assyrian general 
Holofernes by a tuft of his hair. 

Judith’s large, brown eyes look 
down on us in contempt as his hag-
gard face stares at the floor ashamed 
at failure.

While the breadth of the artworks 
is impressive, Charles doesn’t seem 
particularly cultured. 

He comes off as a spoilt prince-
ling and king who fell into buying 
impressive art because he wanted to 
impress.

Negotiations
In 1629 Charles and a group of his 
Hurrah Henry friends thought they 
could help Anglo-Spanish mar-
riage negotiations by rocking up 
in Madrid. The 14 year-old Infanta 
Maria Anna—oldest princess—was 
indifferent. 

Determined not to leave with-
out new possessions, Charles bought 
paintings by Titian, Correggio and 
Velazquez.

The Stuarts were small beer in aris-
tocratic terms compared to the likes 
of the Hapsburg dynasty who ruled 
Spain. They all had impressive art 

collections—and Charles was deter-
mined to use the power of paintings 
to catch up.

And he certainly cuts an impressive 
figure in Dutch painter Anthony van 
Dyck’s Charles I with M de St Antoine. 
Charles is dressed in outdated body 
armour, rides a white horse, and holds 
a Roman Emperor’s baton. 

A large part of the exhibition is 
centred on van Dyck, who became 

Charles’ court painter. Van Dyck’s 
talents are clear—but he was a man 
wasted on painting for the wealthy 
and powerful.

Europe’s rulers often looked 
towards Ancient Greece and Rome to 
justify their rule by proving they were 
apart from their subjects. 

The stand-out room displays the 
Triumphs of Caesar, a series of nine 
panels painted by Italian Renaissance 

artist Andrea Mantegna between 
1484 and ’92. The vast canvases cel-
ebrate Roman emperor Julius Caesar’s 
triumphs.

In the foreground of the fourth 
canvas men carry treasures of cities 
sacked by Rome. At the back there is 
a crumbling ancient city. 

It shows both the splendour—
and hubris—of the Roman Empire. 
Charles emulated both. 

Titian, The Supper at Emmaus, c.1530 

POETRY

NOT WATCHING the news 
made Leyla Josephine 
more hopeful about the 
world.

The acclaimed Glasgow 
poet has been on tour this 
year with Hopeless, her 
latest show.

Leyla told Socialist 
Worker, “The news makes 
us feel like we can’t 
help anyone in any way, 
that it’s too big for us as 
individuals to do anything 
about. You feel like, 

‘What’s the fucking point?’
“That makes us feel so 

small, and that feeling of 
smallness makes us feel 
that we have no impact.

“For a really long time I 
felt like politics wasn’t for 
me because it made me feel 
stupid. The political system 
does make people feel 
stupid on purpose. 

“But then I realised 
that everything we do is 
political—and it’s not just 
for the high class people.”

Leyla is part of a 
generation that joined 
school student walkouts 
against the Iraq war and 
was politicised by the 
popular debate during the 
2014 Scottish referendum. 
She hopes her poems can 
create confidence through 
storytelling.

She said, “People are 
told they aren’t valid, that 
their opinions aren’t valid 
and no one wants to hear 
what they want to say.”

Leyla challenges how 
this despair can feed 
scapegoating. A line in one 
poem, “The cows vote for 
steak, and the slugs for 
salt, It’s the rich convincing 
the poor it’s the poor man’s 
fault.”

She said, “Instead of 
blaming the rich, people 
are blaming the wrong 
people.” 

From unrepresentative 
parliaments to the 
treatment of refugees or 
the existence of food banks 
“there are so many things 
we need to challenge”.
Raymie Kiernan
Go to leylajosephine.co.uk for 
tour dates and more information

Collateral has interesting focus, but doesn’t convince  
TELEVISION
COLLATERAL
Written by David Hare 
BBC Two, Mondays at 9pm

THE BBC’S new drama, 
Collateral, starts off 
as a crime thriller and 
quickly descends into a 
commentary on society 
and the immigration 
system. 

An undocumented 
migrant, Abdullah, is 
killed while delivering a 
pizza. 

The resulting 
investigation begins to 

lift the lid on a shady 
underworld.

It is packed with star 
names. But stardust can’t 
light up the wooden 
writing. 

Behind the script 
are good actors trying 
to break out. Hayley 
Squires of I, 
Daniel Blake 
gives an emotive 
performance in 
places. 

Jon Simm 
plays a 
caricature 
of a Labour 
left figure. 

Carey Mulligan’s lead 
cop character clumsily 
questions the bereaved 

sister of Abdullah 
after breaking 
into the garage 
she is sleeping 
in. “Can you 
speak English?” 

she asks, only 
to carry on 
speaking more 
slowly and 
clearly. 

Her 

interactions feel clumsy 
throughout the first 
episode. Perhaps this is 
intentional, but it feels 
badly observed.

The first episode of 
Collateral is at pains to 
show it’s clued up on 
contemporary politics, 
leaving the viewer with 
the sense the writer wants 
us to think they’re clever.

Written
Previously Hare has mainly 
written scripts for plays 
and film. 

“Collateral takes us 
through various British 

institutions… and asks 
why so many organisations 
seem deliberately 
structured in a way which 
prevents individuals being 
allowed to exercise their 
own judgements and 
standards,” says Hare. 

It may ask some of the 
right questions but offers 
little in the way of answers 
so far. 

Maybe that’s asking too 
much of a four-part drama. 
But part one of Collateral 
bites off more than it can 
chew, and digestion isn’t 
aided by a stodgy script.
Alistair FarrowCarey Mulligan in Collateral

Leyla Josephine performing
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1WHY DOES the stock 
market matter?

Capitalists use the stock 
market to get their hands 
on money they need for 
investments. Bosses don’t 
try to squeeze profits out 
of workers just because 
they’re greedy. They are 
locked into a battle to get 
and stay ahead of their 
rivals so they can grab a 
bigger slice of profits.

This means that firms 
are forced to reinvest 
profits into more efficient 
production methods, such 
as the latest IT technologies 
or more powerful 
machinery.

Yet corporations don’t 
always have the vast 
amounts of money that are 
needed to make long-term 
investments. 

Sometimes they take 
loans from banks, milk cash 
from public sector contracts, 
or blackmail governments 
into giving them subsidies. 

But to guarantee a steady 
reservoir of cash capitalists 
came up with the stock 
exchange—a giant swindle 
based on trading IOUs. 

Companies issue shares—
pieces of paper—on the stock 
market to raise money. 

These pieces of paper 
promise their buyers a 
“dividend”, a payout of future 
profits that will be made from 
the investment.

2 
IS IT just about raising 
money for investments?

A huge market grew up out 
of trading these bits of paper, 
with middle men, known as 
stockbrokers, who manage 
shares.

Stockbrokers were banned 
from the Royal Exchange 
merchant’s building for their 
“rowdy” behaviour in 1696. 
They set up shop in nearby 
Jonathan’s Coffee House and 
the London Stock Exchange 
was born. 

The stock market has 
outgrown simply buying and 
selling companies’ shares to 
raise money for investment. 

It has become a giant casino 
where bankers play roulette—
with grim effects for working 
class people’s lives.

One of the most socially 
useless functions is betting on 
“futures” prices. 

Futures involves betting on 
the price movements of any 
commodity, be it crude oil, live 
cattle, orange juice or zinc.

The seller agrees to provide 
a good at a fixed price at some 
point in the future.

It’s these contracts that 
are traded on the futures 
market. Thousands of buyers 
and sellers are matched near 
instantly using electronic 
algorithms.

Another trade has quickly 
grown on top of this, which 
sees investors bet on the 
future prices of the actual 

commodities. If the price of 
food goes up millions can starve 
in the Global South, but some 
traders feast on the fortunes.

And traders can turn 
everything into a commodity. 

The Volatility Index (Vix) 
used to be just about charting 
how volatile the US stock 
market was. 

Anything above 30 would be 
a warning that serious troubles 
lay ahead—in 2008 it peaked 
just below 90. Last week it hit 
49. But in 2004 the Chicago 

Board Options Exchange made 
VIX into a financial market 
where trades bet on the future 
position of the index.

 The VXX, one of the Vix 
products, was the fifth most 
heavily traded stock in the US 
in 2016.

3 
WHY HAS so much been 
invested in finance?

Karl Marx said that the 
financial sector was both 

“prophet” and “swindler” of 
capitalism. 

Cheap credit has fuelled 
financial bubbles—such as 
rising housing prices—that 
make it seem that capitalists’ 
profits can endlessly expand. 

Since the 1970s capitalism 
has suffered an underlying 
problem of low profitability 
in the “real economy” (see 
column right). 

While capitalists hoard vast 
amounts of cash, they needed 
profitable areas to invest them 
in.

Because of the problems 
in the real economy, they 
invested cash in new financial 
markets and instruments and 
made a killing. 

But finance also means 
that crises are all the more 
profound when they happen. 

Marx called financial 
instruments, such as shares, 
fictitious capital.

Capital is “value” that 
workers’ labour makes, which 
capitalists then reinvest in 
order to make more profits. 

The price of shares or 
futures contracts bears little 
resemblance to the amount of 
value workers create in the 
real economy.

This means the limits 
of capitalism’s growth are 
linked to what’s going on in 
the real economy of capitalist 

production. 
If there isn’t enough value, 

financial bubbles will expand 
to the point where they burst.

While the US’s Dow Jones 
shares index has increased 
by 350 percent since 2008, 
the economy has only grown 
around 15 percent. 

4WHAT MAKES the 
stock market go up 
and down?

Politicians and pundits talk 
about the stock market as if 
it is some sort of mysterious 
force that is outside human 
control. 

They’ll say the “market” 
demands the government 
slashes public spending or 
companies axe jobs to “restore 
confidence”. 

Donald Trump’s vice 
president Mike Pence said the 
tumbling of share prices last 
week was “simply the ebb and 
flow of our stock market”.

This is a cover to justify 
capitalists grabbing all the 
money in the good times and 
attacking workers when things 
go wrong.

In reality, those responsible 
for the stock market shocks 
are the capitalists who run the 
system. 

Stockbrokers make money 
for their clients—everyone 
from local councils to 
company pension funds to 
banks—by gambling on how 
well a company is performing. 

If a company is seen to be 
doing well—grabbing lots of 
profits—stockbrokers will buy 
shares and its stock price will 
go up. 

But if a company isn’t 
making enough profits or 

GAMES OF 
THE STOCK 
MARKET
Last week’s brief financial crash showed up the volatility of 
the system. Tomáš Tengely-Evans looks at how investors 
will treat anything as a commodity to be gambled on

There’s a rise in 
‘zombie firms’, 
companies that 
wouldn’t exist 
without loans

‘‘ 
Mike Pence

READ MORE
lUnravelling Capitalism: A Guide to 
Marxist Political Economy 
by Joseph Choonara 
£8.99

lThe Long Depression: Marxism and the 
global crisis of capitalism  
by Michael Roberts  
£16.99

Available at Bookmarks, the socialist 
bookshop. Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Pay and pensions are attacked as a way of returning confidence to investors

seems like it’s about to go 
bust, they can quickly sell 
shares and make its stock 
price tumble.

This has big implications 
because it means firms have 
less cash.

For instance, outsourcing 
giant Carillion racked up 
huge debts and no longer 
seemed like it was syphoning 
off enough cash from public 
sector contracts. 

Investors rushed to sell its 
shares and the stock price 
collapsed, precipitating its 
collapse.

5 
DOES IT matter for 
working class people?

Shareholders who don’t sell 
quickly can often be left with 
near worthless pieces of paper 
in their hands. 

This means that bosses’ 
gambling on the stock 
market has a direct 
impact on working class 
people.

Most directly, 
workers’ money is drawn 
into the stock exchange 
through company pension 
funds, which buy up shares in 
companies. 

Workers only get 
decent pension payouts  
if a company’s stock 
price is doing well. 

Nobody should 
be dependent on the 
gyrations of the stock 
exchange for their 
future income. 

In addition many local 
councils also invest money 

on the stock exchange, which 
means they make more cuts if 
they lose out on investments. 

And workers in companies 
whose stock price goes down 
are also affected. 

Whenever the share price 
goes down, capitalists will try 
to regain the confidence of 
investors on the stock market. 

This means attacking 
workers’ jobs, wages and 
terms and conditions to prove 
they are still profitable.

6 
HOW WILL bosses react 
to the recent changes 
in the market?

Bosses can try to overcome 
low profitability by squeezing 
more out of workers—such as 
slashing wages or increasing 
working hours. 

They could also let 
unprofitable firms go to the 
wall, which would clear 
space for their competitors to 

expand.
But the bosses’ Economist 

magazine argues that global 
capitalism is weighed down 
by an army of “zombie 
firms”.

These are dependent on 
very low interest rates that 
mean they can borrow at low 
cost. 

The threat of rising interest 
rates was one of the reasons 
for the panic last week. 

Many of these firms have 
been kept alive because 
capitalism can’t afford for 
many of them to go bust.

When capitalists are in 
trouble we can be sure they 
will try to make us pay. 

SOME BET on the price of commodities, some benefit as people starve

Marx’s explanation of why 
capitalism goes into crisis

This year marks 200 
years since Karl Marx’s 
birth. Sadie Robinson 
looks at his analysis 
of what lies behind 
economic crises.

DURING THE recent 
stock market panic some 
commentators reassured 
us that the markets were 
just having “a correction”. 

But whatever the ups 
and downs during the latest 
episode, Marxism can clearly 
explain why capitalism 
causes recurring crises.

The revolutionary Karl 
Marx explained how 
capitalism is based on bosses 
competing to make the most 
profits by exploiting workers. 

Workers’ labour creates 
value, but they don’t get 
paid for the full amount. 
Instead, the boss keeps 
part of it as surplus value, 
the source of profit.

Undercut
Competition pushes bosses 
to constantly try and boost 
profits. They may sack 
workers to cut labour costs 
and invest in new machinery 
to undercut competitors. 

But because value comes 
from workers’ labour, less 
value is created compared to 
the amount of machinery used 
in the process of production. 

Over time, bosses get 
a lower return on their 
investments. They are still 
making billions in profit. But 
the rate of profit tends to go 
down—and this underlies the 
recurring crises in capitalism. 

At certain points this tips 
over into crisis, recession 
and slump. There are some 
counter-currents that stave 
off collapse. And bosses will 
constantly try new ways 
to survive and prosper.  

But Marx wrote that 
capitalist solutions to crisis 
only pave the way for “more 
extensive and destructive” 
ones. The falling rate of 
profit limits the rate of 
expansion of capitalism and 
discourages investment. 

Bosses can try and get 
more out of workers for 
less—increasing hours for 
no extra pay, or bringing in 
new production targets.  But 

there are limits to how hard 
workers can be pushed. And 
measures such as pay cuts 
mean people have less cash 
to buy goods and services, 
hitting profits elsewhere.

The crash of 2007-8 
flowed from bosses thinking 
they wouldn’t make enough 
from their investments and 
therefore pushed them to find 
new ways of making money. 

They put their money 
in an ever more bizarre 
series of financial schemes 
based on an unsustainable 
expansion of credit. 

Eventually these growing 
debts couldn’t be repaid and 
banks stopped lending. The 

value of the debts, which had 
been sold on, plummeted, 
spreading crisis throughout 
the financial system.

Competition and the 
pressure to maximise profit 
also leads to overproduction. 
For example, car makers do 
not get together, calculate 
how many cars will be sold, 
and divide up production 
among themselves.

Unsold
Instead each tries to grab 
large parts of the market 
—and plans production 
accordingly. Too many cars 
are produced compared 
to the ability to buy them 
and then sit unsold. 

Bosses lay off workers and 
rein in investment. Some 
firms go bankrupt. Workers 
overall have less money 
and the crisis deepens.

Marx noted that capitalism 
produces ever bigger 
monopolies over time 
as bigger firms swallow 
up smaller ones. Deeper 
crises are more likely as 
capitalism ages because the 
collapse of bigger firms has 
a more widespread effect 
on the system as a whole.

Capitalism has produced 
immense wealth. Yet people 
go without things they 
need while “too many” 
things are produced. 

Fortunately Marx identified 
the power to get rid of this 
system. Capitalism generates 
its own “grave diggers” 
in workers, who have the 
power to scrap capitalism 
and create a socialist society 
based on need not profit.
For earlier columns in this 
series go to bit.ly/SWMarx200

MORE TECHNOLOGY—but workers are the source of profit

BACK STORY
Marx identified capitalism’s 
contradictions that led to 
recurrent crises
lThe methods bosses 
use to increase profits can 
work for a time but hit their 
system in the long-term.
lThis is why Marx wrote, 
“The real barrier of 
capitalist production is 
capital itself.”

The capitalist 
solutions to 
crisis pave the 
way for more 
extensive ones 

‘‘ 

MARX AT 200
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 Health workers resist outsourcing threat
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

FORMER LABOUR MP Neil 
Turner has brushed aside 
low-paid hospital workers’ 
concerns over outsourcing. 

Turner is chairman of 
WWL Solutions Ltd, the com-
pany planning to take over 
support services at Wright-
ington, Wigan and Leigh NHS 
Foundation Trust.

Nearly 900 cleaners, por-
ters, security guards and 
other workers are set to be 
moved to the firm in May.

WLL is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the hospital—
for now. But it’s listed at 
Companies’ House and its 
creation opens the door to 
privatisation.

Expense
Sean Gibson is the Unison 
union’s North West organ-
iser. He said, “The bosses’ 
plans are designed to cut 
costs at the expense of staff 
and could lead to back door 
privatisation.

“We don’t want the likes 
of a Carillion or a Capita to 
be getting more involved in 
our NHS.”

Turner said he doesn’t 

“see the difference between 
this and Wigan and Leigh 
Homes”.

The similarity must be 
striking for Turner, who 
was appointed to Wigan and 
Leigh Homes’ board of direc-
tors after quitting parliament 
in 2010.

This arm’s length manage-
ment organisation (Almo) 

was set up by the local 
authority to undermine coun-
cil housing. It has faced criti-
cism in the wake of the Gren-
fell Tower fire.

Labour-run Wigan coun-
cil was one of the first local 
authorities to set up an Almo. 

But councillors are now 
debating taking it back  
in-house after a report showed 

this would save around  
£1 million a year.

Heal th  workers  and 
patients should be spared the 
outsourcing fiasco inflicted 
on tenants. 

But workers are fighting 
back already—and gaining 
support from trade unionists 
and Labour Party members. 

Unison members voted 

by 93 percent on a 79 per-
cent turnout for strikes in a 
consultative ballot and will 
now move to a full ballot for 
industrial action. 

And former porter and 
Labour councillor George 
Davies has promised to join 
workers on the picket line.

The tide is turning against 
privatisation in the NHS in 

the wake of the Carillion and 
Capita scandals. 

The Labour Party’s lead-
ership shifted its demands 
to the left with hints that a 
Labour government would 
support wholesale renation-
alising (see page 6).

The party’s manifesto only 
promised to make the NHS 
the “preferred bidder” for 
contracts.

Renationalisation
But it will take a fight to 
hold Labour to renationalisa-
tion—and we can’t wait until 
the 2022 general election to 
defend the NHS. 

It will take battles now—
such as the one in Wigan—
to stop privateers leeching 
money from the NHS.

Unison said “consultative 
ballots are taking place in a 
number of NHS trusts over 
plans to create wholly owned 
subsidiaries”.

This should be used to 
launch a national campaign 
of strikes against privatisa-
tion.

Every trade unionist and 
health campaigner should 
build solidarity for the Wigan 
workers and be prepared to 
join them on the picket line. 

THE ROYAL Albert Edward Infirmary in Wigan, where workers face the threat of outsourcing
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Have energy companies been 
forced onto the frack foot?
Councils have blocked frackers’ plans and investors are losing interest. With resistance from 
environmental campaigners, Sarah Bates asks if this could this be a turning point in the fight

Could Third Energy be quitting Kirby Misperton site?
FRACKING company 
Third Energy was 

spotted removing key 
equipment from its KM8 
well in Kirby Misperton 
where it intends to frack.

Third Energy bosses 
were given permission to 
frack in 2016 and hoped 
to start before the end of 
last year. 

They moved equipment 
there in September. 

There has been a camp 
at the gates of KM8 and 
a determined campaign 
from local group Frack 
Free Ryedale. 

But last Monday 
equipment was seen being 

driven out of the site for 
the KM8 well. 

Campaigners say it was 
too expensive for bosses 
to keep equipment there 
when it wasn’t being 
used.

That’s on top of the 
wider issues Third Energy 
is already facing (see 
right).

Steve Parker is an 
environmental consultant 
and activist with Frack 
Free Scarborough. 

He told Socialist 
Worker that the removal 
of equipment from the 
camp was “massively 
encouraging”. 

“We’ve had a major 
impact on slowing 
equipment from getting 
into the site,” he said. 

When Steve got involved 
in the fight he thought 
campaigners “could 
persuade the fracking 
companies that there 
would be more benefit to 
leaving fossil fuels in the 
ground.”

But now he thinks that 
gentle persuasion won’t 
work.

“The whole industry is 
political dogma backed 
up by private investors 
hoping to make money in 
the future,” said Steve. 

A NUMBER of small but signifi-
cant victories for anti-fracking 

groups recently show the potential 
to push fracking back. 

In the last month four councils in 
Derbyshire, Yorkshire and Lancashire 
have voted against bosses’ plans to 
frack. And in Ireland last week, the 
left wing People Before Profit group 
passed a bill through the Irish parlia-
ment that bans fossil fuel exploration.

Notorious fracking company Ineos 
has suffered two big blows. Last 
month Rotherham council opposed 
its planning application to drill on 
the Harthill site in South Yorkshire.

And just 11 days later Derbyshire 
council opposed its planning applica-
tion for the Marsh Lane site. 

Councillors voted to reject the 
advice from their own planning offic-
ers to allow Ineos to do an explora-
tory frack.

Over 3,000 residents from Marsh 
Lane and nearby Eckington registered 
objections to the plans. 

Moving
David Kevesten from Eckington 
Against Fracking (EAF) told Socialist 
Worker the vote was “very moving 
because we were expecting to lose”. 

“All the experts, such as Friends 
of the Earth, said it was great we’d 
taken on this fight but we were going 
to lose,” he said. 

The next phase of the campaign 
is a public inquiry—but Monday’s 
vote suggests the council will argue 
against Ineos. 

David explained the campaign will 
“have to learn how to win a public 
inquiry”. “We’re going to have a dem-
onstration and run a political cam-
paign,” he said. 

He knows that if EAF wins a 
public inquiry, the decision could be 

overturned by central government 
later on (see right). 

But he believes that “protesters 
shining a light on the situation” cou-
pled with the “government being in 
such a state” would make it harder 
for the Tories to intervene.

Fracking company Cuadrilla also 
suffered a blow last month. 

Lancashire county council opposed 
its plans to frack at their Roseacre 
Wood site, on the basis of unsafe traf-
fic proposals. 

Chair of Roseacre Awareness 

Group Barbara Richardson said, “It 
is time Cuadrilla accepted defeat and 
stop trying to override the democratic 
decision. 

“They seem to disregard the safety 
of our residents in their pursuit of 
profit. Enough is enough.”

And in a further blow against 
fracking, Cheshire West and Chester 
Council voted down proposals for 
company IGas to test for shale gas in 
Ellesmere Port. 

Councillors voted to refuse the 
application—again siding with 

campaigners against the advice of 
planning officers. The votes seen in 
the last month are partly as a result 
by residents who have organised high 
profile campaigns. 

There is widespread opposition to 
frackers’ plans. But with the Tories 
committed to extending fracking, more 
action is needed to take on the bosses. 
Join the Not for Shale Clowne to 
Bolsover demonstration 24 February. 
Go to bit.ly/2H07XzQ Campaign against 
climate change conference. Central 
London, 10 March. See bit.ly/2ErgIor

Why are 
frackers 
troubled?

THERE ARE a 
number of problems 

facing the fracking 
industry. Anti-fracking 
campaigns have 
disrupted their 
operations.

Linked to this 
is opposition from 
councils. In the past 
the Tory government 
has even intervened 
on behalf of fracking 
companies against 
council votes.

In 2016 Sajid 
Javid, then minister 
for communities, 
overturned Lancashire 
county council’s 
rejection of a fracking 
site for Cuadrilla.

It’s not hard to guess 
why the council might 
be reluctant to give 
them the go-ahead. 

Earthquakes
The first site to have 
been fracked onshore 
was Preece Hall in 
Lancashire where 
fracking by Cuadrilla 
caused two earthquakes.

But political pressure 
isn’t the only reason 
why fracking companies 
might be reluctant to 
build expensive new rigs.

Oil prices have 
consistently dropped 
for years which has 
lessened some of the 
pressure to look for new 
ways to extract energy.

Now even the Tories 
are getting the jitters.

Third Energy 
is waiting for the 
green light from the 
government to begin 
fracking.

Tory business 
secretary Greg Clark 
said he wanted to 
further investigate the 
“financial resilience” 
of Third Energy before 
signing off on the final 
plans.

Holding up fracking equipment

CAMPAIGNERS FIGHT the frackers in Lancashire   Picture: Neil terry
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IN BRIEF 

Fujitsu workers set 
for more walkouts
WORKERS AT Fujitsu 
continued their long running 
fight with a week-long strike, 
ending on Wednesday of this 
week. 

They’re fighting 
compulsory redundancies, 
breaches of redundancy 
agreements and victimisation 
of union reps at the IT firm in 
Manchester.

Four of the six Unite union 
members leading in the fight 
against job cuts have been 
given the sack. 

This includes one who had 
an outstanding grievance of 
sexual harassment. 
lFor details of solidarity go to 
ouruniontest.wordpress.com

EDF workers take 
on tracking system
EDF ENERGY smart meter 
installers are escalating to 
seven days of strikes.

The 60 Unite union 
members are fighting the 
introduction of a vehicle 
tracking system, and random 
drug and alcohol testing.

Workers returned a  
92 percent vote to strike. 
They plan to walk out on  
19, 22 and 27 February and  
1 March. A 72-hour strike will 
take place from 6 March. 

DLR staff set to 
strike over safety
CLEANERS, SECURITY staff 
and travel safety officers 
on the DLR rail network in 
London have announced a 
48-hour strike.

The planned action on  
Thursday and Friday of next 
week follows three days of 
strikes in December and 
January. 

Workers are employed 
by contractor ISS, who the 
RMT union accused of giving 
bundles of cash bribes to 
scabs. 

Guards’ action says 
no to unsafe travel
GUARDS ON South 
Western rail are preparing 
to walk out again over the 
implementation of driver only 
operation trains. 

They say getting rid of the 
guard will make train travel 
unsafe and inaccessible. 

It’s the latest in a long-
running dispute that saw six 
networks strike together in 
January. They plan to walk 
out from Friday until next 
Monday.

Tarmac staff fight 
two-tier workforce 
TARMAC WORKERS plan 
to strike again in their fight 
against low pay for starters. 

The Unite members, who 
make concrete breeze blocks, 
walked out for three days in 
January and this month.

They say the new pay 
grades will mean a two-tier 
workforce. The action is 
scheduled for Tuesday and 
Thursday of next week, and 
20 and 22 March.

 ‘Equal pay or we walk  
 away,’ say protesters
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

AROUND 500 low paid women 
council workers marched 
through Glasgow city 
centre last Saturday. 

They demanded that city 
council chiefs settle a 12-year 
equal pay dispute following 
recent court judgements that 
have ruled in workers’ favour.

Cries of, “Equal pay 
now” rang out on the lively 
protest that was led by 
dozens of workers dressed as 
Suffragettes.

The march included home 
care workers, and school 
canteen and cleaning staff 
employed by council-owned 
firm Cordia.

Historic pay inequality has 
seen women paid thousands of 

pounds less than men.
Tilly, a home care worker, 

told Socialist Worker she 
“always knew we were being 
fiddled”.

“This is not just about 
us,” she said. “Our job helps 
families get on with their lives 
knowing loved ones are being 
cared for.”

Last month councillors 
voted not to appeal to the 
Supreme Court to avoid 
settling the pay claim for 
11,000 workers. 

The new Scottish National 
Party (SNP) council leadership 
made an election promise to 
sort the issue out.

But one council official said 
a new pay and grading system 
“could take years”.

School worker May asked, 

“Why should we wait? We 
need to strike. Glasgow would 
stop for the day if we did. That 
would soon sort it.”

The SNP council only 
decided to negotiate after 
losing an appeal at the Court 
of Session.

Unison Glasgow City branch 
chair Carol Ball said the union 
would be watching how the 
council acts “very closely”.

nLOCAL GOVERNMENT 
workers in England and 
Wales are being consulted 
on the government’s latest 
two-year pay offer. 

The Unison union 
is consulting members 
until 9 March. 

It has recommended 
rejection of the offer.

AROUND 76 Balfour Beatty electricians 
on the Woolwich Crossrail station in south 
London site struck last week. 

The action was part of their campaign 
to get project finishing bonuses of up to 
£5,000.

Bosses responded by removing bonuses 

currently being paid to the electricians.
The firm is also trying to cut the pay of 

supervisors on the project by £1 an hour.
Workers were set to strike again on 

Wednesday but that action was suspended 
for talks later in the week.  
  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Picturehouse workers call  
 week-long strike in London
by ALISTAIR FARROW

WORKERS AT the 
Picturehouse cinema chain 
were set to strike continuously 
for one week from 5am on 
Saturday 17 February.

The sites involved are 
Brixton, Crouch End, East 
Dulwich, Hackney and 
Piccadilly. 

Workers’ demands include 
the Living Wage of £10.20 
an hour in London, sick pay, 
maternity pay and paternity 
pay. They also want union 
recognition at all sites apart 
from Brixton where the 
workers’ chosen union, the 
Bectu arm of the Prospect 
union, is already recognised.

The week-long strike 
marks a significant escalation. 

Workers had previously struck 
for a number of hours in a 
working day. Bosses had said 
workers who struck for part of 
a day would lose a whole day’s 
pay. The latest strike is also a 
response to that.
lSign the petition at change.
org/p/picturehouse-pay-proper 

ELECTRICIANS CINEMA WORKERS

On strike in October
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ROYAL MAIL

POSTAL WORKERS’ union 
leaders are set to hold 
meetings with reps in 
locations across Britain over 
the next few weeks. 

They hope to secure 
support for an agreement 
with bosses at Royal Mail 
that would end a long-
running dispute that almost 
led to national strikes.

Bosses have abandoned 
some major attacks on pay, 
pensions and conditions. 
That’s something Royal Mail 
workers can be proud of.

Yet the deal includes a 
pension scheme that’s much 
riskier than the one that 
many Royal Mail workers 
are currently on. Pension 
payments will be left at the 
mercy of the stock market.

And the government still 
needs to pass legislation to 
allow such pensions schemes 
to be set up. 

There’s no guarantee if or 
when they will do this.

Until then workers will 
have to give up their current 

scheme for an interim 
arrangement that involves 
two separate lump sum 
schemes.

The pay deal secured is 
much better than in other 
industries. 

But the amount of money 
paid into workers’ bank 
accounts from 2018 and 
2019 will still be a real-terms 
pay cut.

CWU members will vote 
on the agreement after the 
reps briefings. Workers 
shouldn’t have to take worse 
pensions and pay to protect 
bosses’ profits.
Nick Clark

COUNCIL WORKERS

TAXI DRIVERS

AROUND 100 GMB union 
members joined a lively 
protest on Saturday calling 
for the reinstatement 
of Oxford taxi driver 
Mohammed Fadllalla.

The GMB said bosses 
at 001 taxis sacked 
Mohammed after he tried 
to win union recognition. 

Protesters chanted, 

“What do we want? 
Mo’s job back. When 
do we want it? Now!” 

Mohammed joined the 
GMB last year to tackle 
workplace bullying. He 
quickly became a GMB 
organiser recruiting taxi 
drivers to the union. 

Protesters travelled from 
across Oxfordshire, the West 

Midlands and Sussex in a 
fantastic show of solidarity. 
They protested outside the 
001 taxi city office before 
marching to the head office 
to continue the protest. 

Local trade unionists, 
socialists and Labour 
Party members 
supported the protest.
Julie Simmons

THE EIGHTH Silent Walk 
to commemorate those 
who died in the Grenfell 
Tower fire was set to take 
place on Wednesday.

The family of one victim, 
Khadija Khalloufi, has accused 
the Home Office of effectively 
blocking them from taking 
part in a public inquiry into 
the fire.

The family has been granted 
core participant status, but 
are still waiting for visas after 
applying in December. 

They say they handed over 
their passports at the British 
visa centre in Rabat, Morocco. 

Shadow home secretary 
Diane Abbott said, “The public 
were assured that no stone 
would be left unturned. 

“But how much confidence 
can they have when core 
participants can’t even enter 
the country?

“The government must 
ensure that immigration status 
is not a barrier to the truth 
about Grenfell.”

Meanwhile FirstPort, which 
owns the Citiscape block in 
Croydon, wants residents 
to pay to remove cladding, 
reclad the tower and cover fire 
wardens’ wages.

 Grenfell family risk being  
 ‘shut out’ of public inquiry

GRENFELL TOWER FIRE

 Post workers deserve more

Strike vote won concessions
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On the march in Glasgow last Saturday Picture: Duncan Brown

https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/46003/Keep+up+the+Glasgow+equal+pay+fight
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/46003/Keep+up+the+Glasgow+equal+pay+fight
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/45778/Reports+round+up%3A+Get+a+move+on+over+equal+pay%2C+Glasgow+council
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/45778/Reports+round+up%3A+Get+a+move+on+over+equal+pay%2C+Glasgow+council
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/46081/Birmingham+care+workers+strike+for+jobs+and+services
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/46081/Birmingham+care+workers+strike+for+jobs+and+services


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

19
Socialist Worker  14 February 2018

EDUCATION

Five schools set to strike 
in fight to beat academies
by SADIE ROBINSON

WORKERS AT Cumberland 
School in Newham, east 
London, struck on Thursday 
of last week against a plan 
to turn their school into an 
academy.

Upbeat strikers chanted, 
“Our school is not for sale,” 
and, “Whose school? Our 
school,” on the picket line. 

And NEU union members 
at three Newham schools— 
Cumberland, Avenue and 
Keir Hardie—plan a coordi-
nated walkout on Thursday 
of next week.

C u m b e r l a n d  s t r i k e r 
Angela told Socialist Worker, 
“Children with autism here 
have one to one support. 

“They can progress but you 
don’t see the results straight 
away. We’re worried the sup-
port will be taken away.”

Results 
Striker Michael worried that 
cuts could push autistic chil-
dren out of the school. “Some 
children won’t get to a stage 
where they will take GCSEs,” 
he said. “But academies are 
known for pushing out chil-
dren who they think will push 
down the results.”

Teacher Anna added, 
“We’re in the poorest district 
in Newham, which is the 
poorest borough in Britain. 

Pastoral support for chil-
dren is really important, but 
in other academies this has 
been cut.”

Many involved oppose pri-
vatisation on principle. 

Teaching assistant Kim 
said, “This is all about fill-
ing the pockets of the CEO. 
They are not thinking about 
the little people and they are 
not thinking about children.”

NEU rep Carolyn explained 
that the fightback is building 
the union. “We have over 100 
NEU members in the school 

now,” she said. “This picket 
line is bigger and stronger 
than our first one in January. 
There is no need for them to 
academise this school.”

Striker Yasmin said it was 
“wonderful” to see solidarity 
from parents from neighbour-
ing schools on the picket line. 
“I am optimistic,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “We can 
make a difference.”
lSome names have been 
changed. Send messages of 
support to assistant.secretary.
nta@gmail.com

ENVIRONMENT

Tree campaigners united 
with the union branches
TREES campaign protesters 
stormed into Sheffield 
council chamber on 
Wednesday of last week 
calling for a £2.2 billion PFI 
contract to be scrapped.

The occupation, by 
members of Sheffield Save 
Our Trees Action Groups 
(Stag), lasted until the 
early hours and received 
widespread support. 

During a heated  
three-hour council budget 
meeting, activists unfurled 
a banner from the public 
gallery demanding to see the 
Streets Ahead contract with 
multinational Amey—which 
is shrouded in secrecy. 

The tree-felling, being 
carried out for Amey by 
private contractor Acorn, 
was stopped after protests 

by people living on 
Meersbrook Park Road.

Anger at the PFI deal 
has spilled over into other 
council services run Amey. 

A protest outside 
the town hall saw tree 
campaigners joined by Amey 
workers from the GMB and 
Unison unions fighting pay 
and job cuts. 

Workers in the street 
cleaning and grounds 
maintenance sections are 
demanding their services be 
taken back in-house.

One worker said, “We 
see the Amey trees PFI deal 
and what Amey are trying 
to do to us as about the 
same issue—privatisation 
and making profits at the 
expense of the people.” 
Phil Turner

TURKEY

Anger grows against the 
Turkish invasion of Afrin  
OPPONENTS OF Turkey’s 
invasion of Afrin were set to 
protest in London on Sunday

Nato member Turkey, 
which is armed by Britain, 
has launched a brutal war in 
northern Syrian areas which are 
controlled by Kurdish-led forces. 

Hundreds of civilians have 
been killed or wounded by 
Turkish bombardments, air 
strikes and ground forces.

But there is also resistance.
The demonstration on 

Sunday is a chance to condemn 
the Turkish invasion and 
Theresa May’s support for the 
Turkish state.

It should also demand that 
trade unions and the Labour 
Party speak out more strongly 
against the assault.

The US—which has backed 
the Kurdish forces against Isis— 
and Russia have both betrayed 
the people of Afrin.

lDemonstrate Sunday  
18 February. Assemble 1pm, 
BBC, Portland Place, London 
W1A 1AA. Called by Defend 
Afrin Platform, supported by 
Kurdistan Solidarity Campaign

nA GENERAL meeting of the 
Day-Mer Turkish and Kurdish 
community organisation in 
north London saw hundreds 
of people gather last Sunday.

Day-Mer is involved in 
anti-austerity campaigning 
and supporting refugees, 
as well as highlighting 
repression and 
resistance in Turkey.

Solidarity speeches to 
the meeting came from the 
Socialist Workers Party, 
Unite Community, Stand Up 
To Racism, Defend Council 
housing and others. 
lFor more go to  
www.facebook.com/osahbaz

IN BRIEF

Fight civil service 
compulsory job cuts
TWO CIVIL service workers 
at a Plymouth benefit centre 
have been given compulsory 
redundancy notices as a 
result of office closures.

The PCS union’s 
Department for Work and 
Pensions group executive is 
set to meet on Monday to 
discuss its response. Strikes 
can save jobs.

Bradford protest 
over children’s cuts
PROTESTERS gathered in 
Bradford city centre last 
Saturday to raise awareness 
of proposed cuts to children’s 
services. Bradford People’s 
Assembly and the Unite 
union organised the event. 

The Labour-led council 
plans to cut £13.3 million 
from the children’s services 
budget and could axe nearly 
500 jobs. 
Bradford People’s Assembly 

Keep up fight for 
Christopher Alder
SATURDAY 31 March 
will mark 20 years since 
Christopher Alder died in 
police custody at Queens 
Gardens police station in Hull. 

His family and their 
supporters are holding a 
protest for justice.
lAssemble 1 pm in Queen 
Victoria Square, Hull

Blood workers get  
A positive result
COURIERS WHO deliver 
blood have won full 
employment rights. 

In an out of court 
settlement delivery firm 
The Doctors Laboratory has 
acknowledged some workers 
are entitled to employee 
status. This means they are 
entitled to benefits such as 
holiday pay. 

The Independent Workers 
Union of Great Britain, 
is pursuing £1 million in 
backdated holiday pay.

Deliveroo drivers 
put rights on menu
THE INDEPENDENT Workers 
of Great Britain union is 
seeking judicial review of the 
Central Arbitration Committee 
decision that Deliveroo 
drivers are not workers. 

The ruling means that 
riders are not entitled to 
statutory rights such as sick 
pay and holiday pay.

Stop demolition of 
Aylesbury estate
SOME 60 people came 
to a meeting last week to 
discuss the campaign to 
stop the redevelopment 
of the Aylesbury estate in 
Southwark, south London. 

Speakers included Jerry 
Flynn from the 35 Percent 
campaign—which pushes 
the council to keep its 
promises—and Green Party 
GLA member Sian Berry.

DETERMINATION ON the Cumberland School picket line                       Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

BRENT

NEU union members at the 
Village school in Brent, north 
west London, are prepar-
ing for five days of strikes in 
the run-up to a key vote on 
academisation.

Workers are fighting plans 
to turn the school into an 
academy. They plan a three-
day strike from 20 February 
and a 48-hour strike from 27 
February. 

Joint NEU rep Jenny Cooper 
told Socialist Worker that 
workers’ action has got the 
head “rattled”. “We had a mas-
sive turnout at a meeting last 
week called by Barry Gardiner 
MP,” she said. “Everyone 
opposed the proposal.

“The governors and the 
head had been invited but 
none came. I can only sur-
mise that they’re worried their 
arguments won’t stand up.”

Governors wil l  meet 
to decide on the plan on  
28 February, the second day 
of a two-day strike. 

They want the meeting to 
be confidential—but workers 
want it to be public, and plan 
to go anyway.

On non-strike days, the 
union is encouraging workers 
to only work their directed 
hours and take their full lunch 
break.
lSend messages of support to 
hank.roberts@neu.org.uk

NOTTINGHAM

NASUWT union members at 
Friesland School in Sandi-
acre, Nottingham,  began a 
three-day strike on Tuesday 
of this week against plans to 
academise the school. 

The walkout, which closed 
the school to children in 
years 7, 8, 9 and 10, follows 
a two-day strike last week. 
NASUWT general secretary 
Chris Keates said there is “no 
educational or financial bene-
fit” to becoming an academy.

EQUAL PAY

DISABILITY RIGHTS

LAWYERS representing 
women workers at Tesco 
have said an equal pay claim 
could result in as much as 
£4 billion in payouts.

A representative for the law 
firm Leigh Day said the case 
was “potentially the largest ever 
equal pay challenge in Britain”.

The firm has been 
approached by 1,000 current 
or former workers at the chain. 
It is also representing 20,000 
workers at Sainsbury’s and Asda 
in similar equal pay claims.

DISABILITY benefit 
campaigners were celebrating 
last week after a court case 
against veteran activist 
Mick Hardy was dropped.

Mick was being taken to 
court for shouting at Chloe 
Smith MP at the Norwich Pride 
Parade last year. He allegedly 
shouted, “Chloe Smith you’re a 
fucking little Nazi.”

The Crown Prosecution 
Service dropped the charges 
before the trial.
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Tory right go on ‘crusade’ 
to cut foreign aid budget
RIGHT WINGERS are 
using the Oxfam scandal 
to call for the British 
government to slash 
international aid.

Tory MP Jacob Rees-
Mogg went to 10 Downing 
Street the day after the 
revelations to promote a 
Daily Express newspaper 
“crusade” against 
“foreign aid madness”.

Foreign aid 
accounts for only 0.7 
percent of the British 
budget—miniscule 
compared to the 
billions spent on 
Trident, foreign 
wars or border 
controls. 

The Tories previously 
used foreign aid to 
try and detoxify their 
brand. George Osborne 
ring fenced foreign aid 
spending at  
0.7 percent. They also 
saw that Britain could 
use aid to buy influence 
in the Global South.  

Now the Tory right 
see it as a chance 
for more nationalist 
grandstanding 

along Brexit. 
It is also their 

way of blaming 
“foreigners” for 
the crisis in 
the NHS and 
other services.

A history of slavery, war and invasion
HAITI’S POVERTY is the 
result of centuries of 
underdevelopment at the 
hands of imperialist powers.

Haiti won independence 
from France in 1804 after a 
successful slave rebellion. 

Santo Domingo had been 
one of the most profitable 
colonies at the time and 
financed the birth of French 
capitalism. 

Devastated
But the 12-year struggle for 
independence meant that 
the country was devastated, 
with a third of the population 
dead and sugar plantations 
unworkable. 

No sooner had Haitians 
kicked out the French than 
their old colonial rulers 
demanded Haiti take out 
loans to compensate former 

slave owners. At the barrel 
of a gun, Haiti agreed to pay 
90 million gold francs over 
the following 122 years to 
France. 

This helped to ensure that 
Haiti was trapped in a cycle 
of debt for decades to come 
and remained reliant on sub-
sistence farming. 

The Haitian ruling class 
brought in a package of free 
market reforms in a bid to 
ram through capitalist devel-
opment.

They sold off public ser-
vices and slashed public 
spending. 

And, most devastatingly, 
tariffs on agricultural pro-
duce were axed, allowing 
cheap US products to flood 
the market. Haitians called 
this the “American plan” or 
“death plan”.

But forced industriali-
sation also expanded the 
size and strength of Haiti’s 
working class, which fed 
popular protest on the 
streets. 

The Haitian ruling class, 
backed by the US and inter-
national capital, waged a 
war to limit the threat posed 
by the movement.

Coup
The military toppled populist 
Jean Bertrand Aristide twice 
through military coups—in 
1991 and 2004. 

US president Bill Clinton 
forced Aristide to capitulate 
to capital and invaded Haiti 
in 1994 to “restore democ-
racy”.

The US invaded to assert 
its interests yet again after 
the 2010 earthquake. 

BACK STORY
Haiti was hit by an 
earthquake in 2010
lThe US invaded in the 
aftermath
lAnd ‘aid’ from the 
International Monetary 
Fund came in the form of a 
£62 million loan 
lThat added to Haiti’s 
debt—and did little to help 
ordinary people
lMore than a million 
homeless Haitians still 
lived in tents a year later 

HAITIANS PROTEST against US intervention after the earthquake of 2010 

Another Western 
crime against Haiti
The Oxfam scandal follows decades of outrages 
by the West, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans
REAL CONCERNS about 
the appalling behaviour of 
Oxfam charity staff—accused 
of sexual misconduct—are 
being used to cut foreign aid. 

Much of the reporting of 
the scandal ignores the bigger 
engineers of Haiti’s poverty.

Oxfam could lose £32 mil-
lion in foreign aid funding 
from the British government 
after the charity failed to 
deal with sexual misconduct 
allegations. 

A whistleblower leaked the 
allegations, involving senior 
Oxfam officials in Haiti, to 
the Times newspaper. 

The charity was adminis-
tering relief in the Caribbean 
island after the devastating 
2010 earthquake, which left 
220,000 dead and 1.5 million 
without food or shelter. 

The whistleblower said a 
group of charity staff “lived 
in a guest house rented 
by Oxfam called the ‘pink 
apartments’.  

“They were throwing big 
parties with prostitutes.  
These men used to talk 

about holding ‘young meat 
barbecues’.”

Separate allegations claim 
Roland van Hauwermeiren, 
Oxfam director in Haiti, had 
sex with women who work 
as prostitutes in his charity-
rented villa. 

Van Hauwermeiren was 
not sacked, but given “a 
phased and dignified exit”. 

Helen Evans, who was 
in charge of investigating 

allegations against Oxfam 
staff between 2012 and 2015, 
said a survey of Oxfam staff 
in three countries including 
South Sudan showed around 
10 percent of staff had been 
sexually assaulted. 

Others had witnessed 
or experienced rape or 
attempted rape by colleagues. 

The Oxfam allegations are 
just the tip of a social crisis 
in Haiti caused by the West. 

The US used the earthquake 
in 2010 as an excuse to send 
17,000 soldiers into Haiti. 
United Nations (UN) troops 
and Haitian police focused on 
“restoring order”, not helping 
to administer relief.

The UN’s “peace keeping” 
mission between 2004 and 
2017 brought more devasta-
tion. Its forces raped hundreds 
of women and girls with the 
promise of giving them medi-
cine, clothes and food. 

UN troops in Haitian capi-
tal Port-au-Prince ran a child 
abuse ring, where homeless 
girls and boys as young as 12 
were raped.

Outbreak
And UN forces were responsi-
ble for a widespread outbreak  
of cholera that killed some 
10,000 people. 

Haitian society has been 
smashed by decades of US 
imperialist intervention, dic-
tatorship and free market 
“reforms”. The Oxfam scandal 
fits into this broader picture. 

Aid that gets to Haiti is 
largely administered through 
NGOs. Many NGOs push or 
cooperate with a Western 
agenda because aid often 
comes with strings attached. 

If the West wanted to help 
Haiti, it would cancel all its 
debt and stop pushing new 
ones onto the country. Haiti 
needs to use its resources to 
invest in the needs of ordi-
nary people, such as housing, 
health and education. 

The real solution is for 
Haiti’s workers and oppressed 
to fight to throw off the shack-
les of Western domination. Jacob Rees-Mogg
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