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CIVIL RIGHTS

Reclaim the 
radical Martitn 
Luther King
LIBERALS HAVE tried to 
claim Martin Luther King as 
one of their own ever since 
his death 50 years ago.

But as Yuri Prasad—author 
of the new book A Rebel’s 
Guide to Martin Luther King—
writes, King became a radical 
who blamed capitalism for 
racism, poverty and war. And 
he asked what could replace it.
>>Pages 14&15

UNIVERSITIES

UCU strikers 
say no to a 
rotten deal
UNIVERSITY workers have 
rejected a rotten pensions 
deal put together by the 
UCU union leadership and 
Universities UK bosses.

UCU delegates voted the 
deal down at a meeting on 
Tuesday.

Now the strikes can 
continue—and push for a 
far better deal.
>>Page 20

GRENFELL

What does justice 
look like for 
campaigners?
RESIDENTS WERE left 
reeling in the wake of the 
Grenfell Tower fire last June. 

Nine months on Socialist 
Worker looks at what 
Justice4Grenfell campaigners 
are fighting for—and the 
challenges that they face in 
their battle to get it.
>>Page 17
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Institute of Directors 
is not racist at all
A TOP boss 
accused of 
bullying staff 
and racial slurs 
quit her role.

Lady Barbara 
Judge resigned 
as chairwoman 
of industry body 
the Institute of 
Directors after 
being suspended. 

She faces 41 claims, 
including saying, “Blacks 
can get aggressive.”

Deputy chairman Sir Ken 
Olisa, who had criticised 
the investigation, and non-
executive director Arnold 
Wagner also  
quit.

One of the key pieces 
of evidence is understood 
to be a secret recording.

Lady Judge said, 

“Although I 
strongly object 
to the breach 
of trust arising 
from the secret 
recording 
of a private 
conversation, 
I accept that 
the language 
used when 
discussing the 

employment situation of 
individuals with protected 
characteristics was not of 
the modern standard.

“I deeply regret the 
language I used and 
apologise if this caused 
any distress or upset.”

But the New York-
born ex-merchant banker 
“strongly refutes” the 
allegations and blasted 
“flaws” in the probe.

 The Russians are coming  
 and have bought the Tories
THE LEVEL of confusion 
over what actually happened 
is matched by the level of 
bluster over the nerve agent 
attack on British spy Sergei 
Skripal and his daughter. 

But the Tories have quietly 
been taking fortunes from 
Russians, both pro and anti 
Putin, in recent years. 

Theresa May promised 
to distance her party from 
Russian donors when she took  
office. 

But oligarchs and their 
associates have registered 
donations of £826,100 to 
the Tories since Theresa May 
became prime minister.

The Tories have received 
more than £3 million from 
Russian billionaires and lob-
byists for Moscow since their 
return to government in 
2010. 

One Russian donor paid 

the Tories more in a year 
under May than in six years 
under Cameron.

Banker Lubov Chernukhin, 
the wife of a former Putin 
minister, handed the party 
£253,950 in the year to 
September 2017. 

Th i s  compares  wi th 
£250,432 she donated 

between 2010 and Cameron’s 
resignation in 2016. 

A further £10,000 was 
ruled impermissible because 
she was not a British citizen 
at the time.

A lobbying company 
closely connected to the 
Tories, New Century Media, 
was paid by the Kremlin to 

promote a “positive image” 
of Russia in Britain in 2013. 

New Century has donated 
£143,000 to the Tories, 
including more than £24,000 
since May became prime 
minister. 

New Century Media also 
represents companies run by 
Gerard Lopez, who handed 
£400,000 to the Tories.

Lopez, whose companies 
appeared in the Panama 
papers, is chairman of the 
board of Rise Capital, which 
lists as partners Russian 
banks that are under EU and 
US sanctions.

A l e x a n d e r  T e m e r k o 
has given the Tories more 
than £600,000, including 
£148,000 since May became 
prime minister. 

Temerko, once a senior 
figure in Russia’s defence 
industry is a critic of Putin.

lTHE GOVERNMENT signed a deal 
with Saudi Arabia for the sale of 

48 Eurofighter Typhoon jets.
The deal is worth more than £5 billion.
BAE Systems’ share price rose within 

minutes of the announcement. 
Typhoons have been used by the Saudi 

royal air force in the war in Yemen. 
Saudi Arabia is the British defence 

industry’s largest customer.

Fake placards from 
bigots in abortion war
LAST WEEK being 
International Women’s 
Day, people rightly 
marched for abortion 
rights in Dublin. This May 
will see a referendum to 
lift Ireland’s constitutional 
ban on abortion.

Anti-abortion bigots 
have a long record of lies 
and deceit. 

But last week saw a 
odd low. 

Pictures appeared of 
some women on the pro-
choice march carrying 
placards that showed the 
logo of Oswald Mosley’s 
British Union of Fascists 
from the 1930s.

The allegedly more 
respectable end of the 
anti-choice movement 
started punting them with 
enthusiasm.

Presumably they liked 
to push the idea that 
British fascists were 
coming for Irish “babies”.

The women in the 
photo were horrified and 
understandably said they 
had no idea what the logo 
was. 

There was only a 
handful of placards. Yet, 
entirely coincidently, 
someone was there to 
video them. The bigots 
aren’t beaten yet.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘The member of 
staff responsible 
has been 
reprimanded’
Lanhydrock House after 
tweeting a picture of a scone 
with cream then jam on top. 
This is not the way they do it in 
Cornwall

‘We’ve got no 
time for anyone 
who is just anti-
development for 
the sake of it’
Tory housing secretary  
Sajid Javid

‘I would set a 
target that says 
by x date  
we want 
everybody in 
the country to 
be able to speak 
a common 
language’
Dame Louise Casey

‘Let them call 
you racists. Let 
them call you 
xenophobes. 
Let them call  
you nativists. 
Wear it as a 
badge of  
honour’
Steve Bannon, Donald Trump’s 
former chief strategist, on a 
tour visiting various far right 
groups in Europe

THERESA MAY—popular with rich Russians

lHARD-HITTING news—Kate 
Middleton’s fingers might 

be all the same length. Or at 
least the Daily Mail thought 
so, even printing an image 
of Kate’s fingers—with a box 
around them to doubly make 
sure—so everyone could see 
for themselves that they were 
shockingly different sizes.

Marching for choice

Made in Britain Tory travel is 
expensive 
EXPENSES CLAIMS made 
by the Tory transport 
secretary make interesting 
reading.

Since 2010 Chris 
Grayling has made 
233 expenses claims 
worth £1,529.50 for car 
journeys. 

By contrast, he’s made 
just 11 expenses claims for 
rail travel to the value of 
£94.30.

Grayling didn’t 
register a single claim 
for a journey on public 
transport between January 
2014 and January 2018.

Over the same period, 
he claimed £610.65 for  
96 journeys by car.

The last time Grayling 
registered a journey on 
public transport was 
November 2013—a 
return ticket between 
his constituency and 
Westminster.

Twelve members of the 
Tory cabinet have claimed 
more in expenses for 
journeys made on public 
transport in the past year 
alone than Grayling has 
since 2010.

We can only presume he 
likes to pay his own public 
transport costs.

Ukip man 
kills a worker
A WEALTHY boss has 
been found guilty of 
the manslaughter of a 
worker who was buried 
alive working on his 
pool.

Ex-Ukip election 
candidate Keith 
Crawford refused 
to fund safety gear, 
allegedly saying, “F*** 
that, it’s getting silly 
money.”

Peter Clements died 
in 2015 after a 9ft 
trench collapsed on him 
in Exeter.

Crawford was also 
convicted at the city’s 
crown court of breaking 
safety laws. 

He faces going to jail 
when he is sentenced 
on 22 March.

Lady Judge

Chris Grayling



Infestation for detainees
DETAINEES HAVE been kept in 
Britain’s largest immigration 
removal centre for as long as four 
years, a new report has revealed.

They have been held in 
“prison-like” conditions at the 
Harmondsworth immigration 
removal centre near 
Heathrow Airport 
in west London 
for unacceptably 
lengthy periods, 
inspectors said.

The findings 
were detailed by 
HM Inspectorate of 
Prisons. 

It is the largest 
detention site of 
its kind in Europe, 

holding up to 676 male detainees.
It is run for the Home Office by 

outsourcer Mitie.
In other findings, the 

inspectorate said that many areas 
at the centre were dirty, that 
bedbugs were “endemic” and 

there were infestations of 
mice in some places.

And in nine out of 
ten cases examined, the 
Home Office accepted 
evidence that detainees 
had been tortured prior 
to coming to Britain 
but kept in detention 
regardless.
>>‘Shut down Yarl’s 
Wood’, hunger striker 
speaks out,  page 4

Jailings for 
Reker’s  
attackers
SIX MEN have been given 
jail sentences in relation to 
the brutal assault on asylum 
seeker Reker Ahmed in 
Croydon, south London, last 
March.

George Walder, Lliam 
Neylon, Ben Harman and 
George Jeffrey were jailed for 
50 months. 

Kurt Killick was jailed 

for 40 months and James 
Neves was given a 28 month 
sentence.

Judge Adam Hiddlestone 
said he was confident that 
Walder said to Reker Ahmed 
and his friends, “You are 
asylum seekers. You are 
refugees. You need to go 
back to your own country.”

Hiddlestone described this 
as “racial hostility”. 

Cops say as many as 20 
people were involved in the 
assault. Seventeen people 
were arrested in total, 14 of 
these were subsequently 
charged. 

The attack left Reker with 
life threatening injuries. 

Cops said that when they 
first discovered Reker his 
injuries were so severe they 
expected the case to be a 
murder investigation.

Reker told the court in 
a victim statement that 
since the attack he has had 
flashbacks and has tried to 
kill himself. 

Another black man dies 
after contact with police
by ALISTAIR FARROW

A MAN has died after coming into 
contact with the police in Catford, 
south east London, last Friday. 

Police have said they restrained 
the man after he was seen trying to 
access the back gardens of houses on 
Polsted Road in the London borough 
of Lewisham.

Kevin, known as KC to friends, was 
black. 

Black people are more likely to 
die after coming into contact with 
the police.

His friends attended a vigil on 
Monday night. Some of them told 
Socialist Worker he was “happy, 
friendly. He’d give you his last £5 if 
you needed it.”

KC’s sister said on Monday night, 
“We had to hear about his death on 
the news.

“They’re trying to silence us. We’re 
not going to be quiet about it because 
Kevin loved everyone. He had noth-
ing but love in his heart.”

Questions
Husani agreed. “KC was the nicest 
guy in the world,” he said, but 
pointed out that “people are dying 
and no-one’s going to jail.”

Eyewitness Sam’s version of events 
raises questions about the police’s 
conduct. 

Sam was in his bedroom when a 
neighbour knocked on his front door 
and said there was a man trying to 
get into people’s gardens.

He said, “I immediately went out 
the back, concerned about what he 
said. I could see there was a man 
stumbling along the fences, clearly 
not in a good state. 

“He was unresponsive and didn’t 
really know where he was. He was 
stopped in this area just outside the 
back of our house.

“The police were there a few min-
utes later. Lots of police came—one 

vehicle came, then another. In the 
end there was about five vehicles 
there and around ten officers.”

Sam said the police went down a 
side alley to a playing field behind 
the houses where the man was.

An Independent Office for Police 
Conduct (IOPC) statement said “the 
man was restrained at the loca-
tion” by the police and later died at 
Lewisham hospital. 

The IOPC’s statement also stresses 
that the man “became unwell while 
paramedics were at the scene”. 

But why did he need to be 
restrained? 

Sam said that from what he saw, 
the man was distressed, but not 

violent and didn’t pose a threat to 
people.

Sam said, “If it was a medical 
emergency why didn’t they just put 
him straight on a stretcher, bundle 
him through the alleyway and blue 
light him straight to the hospital?

“It started off as a guy stumbling 
around. 

“The police came to deal with 
it and it ended up with him dead. 
Something’s happened there on that 
field.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

‘Endemic’ bed bugs

A VIGIL was held for KC on Monday Picture: Guy Smallman 

IN THIS WEEK

 1991
Birmingham Six 
let out from prison
Six Irish men were 
released from prison 
after 16 years for the 
bombing of two pubs in 
Birmingham in 1974. 

They were framed 
by the police. After 
long justice campaigns 
their convictions were 
quashed.

Reker Ahmed

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 
news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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 Say no to all immigration  
 controls and fight racism
POLITICIANS AND bosses 
scaremongered last week about 
the potential for tailbacks and 
food shortages in Calais if there 
are customs checks after Brexit. 

They implored Theresa May 
and the European Union (EU) 
to keep the border open—for 
capital and profits. 

And the Financial Times 
newspaper highlighted demands 
to keep freedom of movement—
for thoroughbred race horses. 

The same bosses who are 
vexed about free movement of 
capital and horses don’t give a 
damn about refugees trapped at 
Britain’s border in Calais. 

Around 1,500 refugees are 
locked out by fences and barbed 
wire paid for by the British 
government.

Many refugees in Calais have 
fled the West’s wars only to risk 
death in the Mediterranean 
because of the EU’s Fortress 
Europe policy.

Director Sue Clayton was 
part of a judicial review at the 
High Court over ZS, an Afghan 
child in Calais. The Tories 

rejected ZS’s application under 
the Dubs Amendment to allow 
in child refugees, which they 
subsequently dumped altogether. 

“In the last few years refugee 
has become a dirty word,” Sue 
told Socialist Worker. 

“Every refugee is supposed to 
be a criminal, an Isis member. 
The press has made sure that 
every refugee is seen as an 
enemy of the state. 

“We have got to change the 
whole narrative. It’s not just 
about these children, it’s about 
the whole way Europe thinks it 
can pull up a fence and forget 
about the rest of the world.”

The only solution is to open 
the border. Immigration controls 
have not existed for the majority 
of human history and are 
designed to drive a racist wedge 
among working class people. 

The first controls were 
brought in by the Tories in 1905 
targeting Jewish people fleeing 
persecution in eastern Europe.

Socialist Worker fights to scrap 
all immigration controls and for 
a world without borders.

 Fresh Tory  
 bill means  
 new attacks  
 on migrants  
As top Tories ramp up scapegoating 
of migrants, Labour must oppose 
racism, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans

THE TORIES are rushing to create 
new racist laws. Under pressure 
from a group of cabinet minis-
ters, home secretary Amber 
Rudd could soon bring forward 
an Immigration Bill.

It would end freedom of move-
ment after Brexit in May 2019 
and subject European Union (EU) 
migrants in Britain to a harsher 
immigration regime.  

The Tories are whipping up 
racism against migrants to deflect 
working class people’s anger at the 
government, bosses and austerity. 

They blame migrants for low pay, 
lack of housing and the NHS crisis 
when the real culprits are cuts and 
the tax-dodging rich. 

Valerie is the joint BAME officer 
for the Islington North Constituency 
Labour Party. She slammed the 
Tories for peddling “lies used to 
scapegoat so people will forget the 
real socio-economic causes”. 

Migration
“It’s the Tories and their bleeding 
cuts. Migration has helped the com-
munity,” she told Socialist Worker.

“We have to stand in solidar-
ity with people who are not being 
given their rights about where they 
can live and where they can move.”

Labour’s left wing leadership 
has stood up against the Tories’ 

racist scapegoating. It’s significant 
that shadow home secretary Diane 
Abbott will speak at the Stand Up 
To Racism demonstration in London 
on Saturday.

But Jeremy Corbyn is under pres-
sure from the Labour right to give in 
to lies about immigration. 

And, regrettably, some Labour left 
wingers and union leaders buy into 
the argument that migrants under-
mine wages, terms and conditions.  

Corbyn’s speech at the Scottish 
Labour conference last weekend 
gave ground to those dangerous 
arguments. 

He said that Labour would stop 

BACK STORY
Senior Tories are pushing to 
bring forward an Immigration Bill
lThe Tories are whipping up 
racism to try and deflect ordinary 
people’s anger at austerity
lThe bosses and the Tories are 
responsible for lower wages and 
underfunded services
lBut unfortunately Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn has given ground 
to ideas that blame migrants
lRight wingers in Labour who 
attacked him can’t be relied upon 
to fight racism

employers being “able to import 
cheap agency labour to undercut 
existing pay and conditions”.

But it isn’t migrants who lower 
pay. Successive studies show that 
immigration has marginal or no 
impact on wages. 

And migrant workers have been 
part of fights to push up wages, 
including Unite union members at 
Barts Health NHS Trust and Fawley 
Oil Refinery. 

Concessions to the right’s immi-
gration myths divide the working 
class and weaken its ability to fight 
over issues such as pay.  

L a b o u r  r i g h t  w i n g e r s 

opportunistically jumped on Corbyn’s 
speech. Some ridiculously claimed 
that his views were like those of 
former Ukip leader Nigel Farage. 

The Blairites’ real aim is to defend 
the EU’s single market because it 
forces free market policies such as 
privatisation onto member states. 

Its rules block nationalisation, 
such as a return to a wholly publicly 
owned rail network.

And Labour right wingers are no 
defenders of migrants’ rights. Labour 
Campaign for the Single Market’s 
founding document boasts that it’s 
possible to curtail free movement 
within the single market.

The real dividing line is not 
between people who voted Leave 
and Remain. It is between those 
who want to fight for workers and 
migrants’ rights and those wedded 
to failed free market policies. 

We have to fight for a socialist 
and anti-racist vision of Brexit, and 
oppose the Tories’ racist and nation-
alist one. And that means defending 
freedom of movement and rejecting 
the single market.

On other pages...
Reclaim Martin Luther King the 
radical >>Pages 14&15

A NEW Love Music Hate Racism mural by graffiti artist Snub23 was unveiled in Shoreditch, east London, this week   Pictures: Guy smallman

Yarl’s Wood hunger striker Theresa says----‘This place should not exist’
A WOMAN hunger striker at 
Yarl’s Wood has called on Theresa 
May’s government to shut down 
the detention centre—and stop 
criminalising migrants.

Theresa, an asylum seeker from 
Uganda in East Africa, is one of 
120 women who began a hunger 
strike last month. 

“We’re fighting a system that 
has ceased to respect life,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

“This place should not exist”. 
She added, “The Home Office 

don’t listen to us—we’re just 

numbers to meet their targets to 
reduce immigrants. Their attitude 
is, ‘We want them out’. 

“I am angry that they can come 
to that kind of conclusion.”

Guards at Yarl’s Wood, provided 
by outsourcing giant Serco, have 
tried to undermine the women’s 
hunger strike. 

Theresa said, “They are still 
blind to the demands that we have 
and are out to patronise us.

“One came into my room 
yesterday asking about all the 
eating issues and brought food. I 

said that I didn’t want it and asked 
her to take it away—but she said 
I’m going to write in the file that 
you received food. 

“There’s no care or compassion 
about it.”

The problem isn’t just 
outsourced guards—the orders 
come right from the top of the 
Tory government. 

Immigration minister Caroline 
Nokes has defended the Home 
Office letter threatening to fast-
track the deportation of hunger 
strikers.

Theresa said, “It has created fear 
within us and anger and bitterness. 
It was to remind us that we better 
shut up.”

Labour’s shadow home secretary 
Diane Abbott has pledged to end 
the barbaric policy of indefinite 
detention. 

Anti-racists should also demand 
that a Labour government shuts 
down Yarl’s Wood and all the other 
immigration prisons. 

It should also stop deportations 
and grant asylum seekers 
indefinite leave to remain.Yarl’s Wood detention centre
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

ENDING RACISM MEANS 
SMASHING CAPITALISM

 T
HOUSANDS OF people 
will die this year trying to 
cross borders in an effort 
to reach safety. 

Women at the Yarl’s 
Wood detention centre are on 
hunger strike fighting indefinite 
detention.

And the results of the Italian 
elections show the threat of racist 
and fascist parties across Europe 
is real. 

These are just some of the 
reasons why people will be 
on the Stand Up To Racism 
demonstrations this Saturday. 

And it’s why we must build an 
anti-racist movement that is big 
and confident enough to fight the 
Tories’ and all those who want to 
further a racist agenda.

Every new struggle poses 
questions about the best ways to 
fight back. 

Sometimes racism is presented 
as though it has always existed—
as if discrimination and prejudice 
are innate features of society. 

But the origins of racism are 
interwoven with the beginnings of 
capitalism. 

The idea that people from 
Africa were subhuman was 
developed as justification for the 
slave trade.  

Racism is not a static set of 
ideas in society, and can change 
over time. 

So now Islamophobic claims 
about Muslims can centre on their 
perceived ability to “integrate”.

Under capitalism, racism will 
not simply wither away over 
time—it is relentlessly pushed by 
those at the top of society.

As the revolutionary Malcolm 
X said towards the end of his life, 
“You can’t have capitalism without 
racism.”

Bosses use racism to divide 
the only group of people with the 
power to fundamentally change 
the world—the working class.

Black and white workers need 
to unite. Struggling together can 

win better conditions and break 
down prejudices workers may 
hold. 

This process of fighting back 
together shows that no one in the 
working class has an interest in 
oppression that divides workers. 

Racism is experienced across 
classes, but it is in the interests 
of those at the top of society to 
maintain it. 

They cannot be relied on to 
fight racism. 

The police don’t take racist 
attacks seriously, and only last 
week a black man died in Lewisham 
after contact with the police.

Because it is possible to look 
to the past and see how racism 
developed, it is possible to imagine 
a future without it. 

We have to fight together to 
challenge every manifestation of 
racism, but we also need to fight 
the system that breeds it. 

It is not enough to mitigate the 
worst elements of racism—we 
have to destroy it completely. 

The only way to finish racism 
off for good is to smash the 
capitalist system.  This needs 
socialism—a world where 
oppression plays no role in society, 
and where the needs of people are 
put before the needs of profit.

BRITAIN’S LICENCE TO KILL
 THERESA MAY threatened 

Russia with retaliation if 
it didn’t respond to an 

ultimatum by Tuesday night. 
It followed the poisoning 

of  Sergei Skripal, who spied for 
Britain, and his daughter Yulia in 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, on 4 March. 
He is a Russian secret service 
colonel who defected to Britain.

May accused Russia of “unlawful 
use of force”. It seems force is 
only “unlawful” if perpetrated by 
the West’s enemies.  

Last December she defended 

the killing of Reyaad Khan by a 
British drone. Khan was a British 
citizen who joined Isis.

May claimed outrage that 
Russia’s nerve gas attack put 
civilians at risk. The Ministry 
of Defence’s own chemical 
laboratory is located in Porton 
Down near Salisbury.

May’s rhetoric is alarming, but it’s 
unlikely to lead to much as Britain 
has long been a third-rate power. 

But Russia provides a good 
opportunity for grandstanding. 
It’s a time-worn tactic to justify 

defence spending—or bury bad 
news. To get more money for the 
military, Defence secretary Gavin 
Williamson suggested Russia had 
plans that could cause “thousands 
and thousands” of deaths on  
26 January.

There are real imperialist 
tensions between the West and 
Russia that have led to barbaric 
conflict in Syria. 

We should reject our rulers’ 
hypocrisy—and the imperialist 
system that produces their deadly 
rivalries.  

We have to fight 
racism but we 
also have to fight 
the system that 
breeds it

‘‘ 

If you liked this issue of  
Socialist Worker, why not subscribe? 

You’ll receive 20 pages of news, analysis 
and political debate every  
week for just £5 a month

For more details go to page 16,  
phone 020 7840 5601 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk

 Get Socialist Worker 
 every week
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May is faithful friend 
to corrupt  bin Salman
ONLY SOMEONE with Theresa May’s flair for public 
relations would have received Mohammed bin Salman, 
crown prince of Saudi Arabia, on International Women’s 
Day last Thursday.

It’s true that MbS, as he’s known, is allowing women to 
drive. But—despite the lavish publicity blitz unleashed for 
his visit to Britain—this isn’t going to make Saudi Arabia a 
feminist paradise.

MbS has been the dominant figure in Saudi Arabia since 
his father Salman ascended the throne in 2015. He has 
moved very quickly to shake up the kingdom, the broader 
Middle East region, and indeed the world economy. 

Saudi Arabia’s position as the world’s biggest oil exporter 
is central to its power. This has been threatened by the rise 
of the US shale industry, which has exerted downward 
pressure on the prices of oil and gas.

In an effort to break the competition from shale, the 
Saudis refused to cut output—a measure normally taken by 
the Opec oil cartel when prices are falling. 

But most shale producers were able to hang on thanks to 
support from US banks. Eventually the Saudis backed down 
and agreed to cut production.

This failure is typical of MbS. He has also tried to reduce 
Saudi Arabia’s dependence on oil by launching an ambitious 
“Vision 2030” of economic reforms. 

But when MbS announced a clampdown on corruption 
and detained leading businessmen, including members 
of the royal family, many would-be investors had second 
thoughts. 

The planned stock market float of Saudi Aramco, the state 
oil company, has been delayed until 2019.

The anti-corruption drive was aimed mainly to eliminate 
MbS’s rivals within the huge ruling family at a time when 
his father had just made him crown prince. Reforms like the 
decision to allow women to drive were intended to show 
that, as the ads claimed, “He is changing Saudi Arabia.” 

But there are definite limits to how far MbS can go. 
He is the product of a highly repressive dynastic regime 

that legitimates itself on the basis of an ultra-conservative 
interpretation of Islam. Any real democratisation of  
Saudi Arabia would very quickly unravel this set-up. 

Power
Not that MbS is any kind of democrat. After all, he will 
become king on his daddy’s say-so. At the regional level 
he has mobilised Saudi power against its two great 
rivals—the Shi’ite Islamic Republic of Iran and the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

This has involved invading Yemen, backing jihadi militias 
in Syria, propping up the dictator Abdel Fatah el-Sissi 
in Egypt, and blockading Qatar. As in the case of MbS’s 
economic policies, none of this has gone very well. 

The war in Yemen has become a quagmire as well as a 
humanitarian disaster. 

Blockading Qatar has pushed it towards Iran, whose 
influence in the region is growing. 

The defeat of Isis in Syria and Iraq has strengthened Iran’s 
allies, who control both countries’ governments.

So Rhoula Khalaf, the very experienced Middle East 
journalist and deputy editor of the Financial Times, argued 
that “Saudi Arabia’s strongman is doing too much, too fast.”

But for the bulk of the British establishment it’s business 
as usual with Saudi Arabia, judging by other headlines 
elsewhere in the same newspaper. 

One said, “Business chiefs flock to build bridges with 
Saudi Arabia”. Another, “Saudi moves towards buying  
48 Typhoon fighters from BAE.”  

This latter article skates over the fact that these warplanes 
are inflicting death and misery on a daily basis in Yemen.

This perfectly sums up the relationship between Britain 
and Saudi Arabia. 

Ever since the Second World War the US has been the 
dominant Western patron of the Saudi regime. 

But the British defence industry has found rich pickings 
there, ignoring domestic repression and now external 
aggression. 

All credit then to Jeremy Corbyn for becoming the first 
leader of a major British party to challenge this corrupt 
connection.

Occupation at Hinkley Point 
forced bosses to pay wages 
by SIMON BASKETTER

UP TO 600 construction 
workers at a nuclear power 
station stopped work and 
occupied the site canteen 
last week—winning their 
demands within days. 

Bosses threatened to dock 
their pay when a snow storm 
stopped work.

Their decisive, immedi-
ate action, which ignored 
the need for ballots, saw the 
workers win. 

Const ruct ion  o f  the  
£18 billion Hinkley Point 
C plant was halted from 
Thursday to Sunday ear-
lier this month after the Met 
Office issued a red alert.
There is normally seven-day 
working at the Somerset site. 

Workers were told they 
would not be paid for missed 
weekend days due to the bliz-
zard. So up to 1,500 mem-
bers of staff gathered in a 
canteen for a meeting.

There was anger at the 
high handed manner with 
which management dealt 
with the situation. For 
instance, they were informed 
of the non-payment by text 
message.

Horrendous
One worker at the site, 
which employs around 2,000 
people, said, “Management 
told us when they closed the 
site that basic hours would 
be paid. And they went back 
on that. It’s horrendous on 
everyone.”

There is rumbling discon-
tent over the pay and condi-
tions in general.

A night-shift worker said, 
“Since I’ve started here my 
wages have dropped signifi-
cantly. Given that I came all 
the way from Scotland for 

this it is quite disheartening.” 
Construction workers 

stayed in occupation until 
lunchtime on Wednesday of 
last week.

According to one worker 
during the occupation, 
“Hinkley Point is on a sit-in 
over wages. This is because 
we were sent home at the 
weekend and put on standby.

“None of the men on site 
are happy and are willing to 

sit in all week if we have to.”
Another said, “We got 

kicked off site last Thursday 
because of the snow. We 
couldn’t go home. We had to 
report in each day.

“I stayed in digs for four 
days. I was meant to be on 
shift Thursday to Sunday, 
but I’m not being paid for the 
weekend, just Thursday and 
Friday.”

Another said, “The attitude 
of the management is quite 
disgusting. 

“They closed the site for 
adverse weather conditions 
and it’s their responsibility to 
get us to and from the site in 
a safe manner.

“It was them who closed 
the site and asked us trav-
elling men to remain in our 
digs until further notice. So 

we will sit here until we get 
what we deserve.”

The workers are employed 
by a Kier/BAM Nuttall joint 
venture. 

Another worker said, “We 
have withdrawn our labour 
because we are at the end of 
our tether. A senior manager 
spoke to us, asking us to get 
back to work and was met 
with a resounding ‘no’.”

As a result of the occupa-
tion workers will now be paid 
in full for the days the site 
was closed by the weather. 

However, management 
have refused to pay for the 
day of the occupation.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS occupy the canteen (above) 
Work at Hinkley Point (left)

Strikes against academy plans in east London 
NEU UNION members at 
Avenue school in Newham 
began a three-day strike 
on Tuesday, following 
seven days of strikes. 

The council recently 
agreed that any 
school considering 
academisation should 
hold a ballot of parents 
and workers. 

But Avenue bosses have 
refused to do this.

Parents and teachers 
joined the picket line on 
Tuesday.

They held signs and 
placards demanding 
ballots on academisation 
in all the different 

languages spoken by 
pupils at the school.

Two other schools in the 
east London borough, Keir 
Hardie and Cumberland, 
also plan to strike this 
week. 

NEU members at 
Keir Hardie were set to 
strike on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Cumberland workers 
plan to strike on Thursday 
and next Thursday.

A strike rally will take 
place on 15 March from 
10am at Highway church, 
92 Romford Road,  
E15 4EH.
Sadie RobinsonThe lively picket line on Tuesday  Picture: rob Ferguson
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Health pay fight would 
be a blow to Tory regime 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

BOSSES HAVE grabbed millions 
of pounds in tax breaks since 
the global crisis of 2008—while 
workers have seen their wages 
stagnate.

Analysis by the Financial Times 
newspaper shows that “a decade 
of government efforts to cut defi-
cits and reform taxes has left the 
corporate world largely unscathed”. 
In the same period health workers 
have suffered a real terms pay cut 
of 14 percent due to the 1 percent 
public sector pay cap.

T o r y  c h a n c e l l o r  P h i l i p 
Hammond’s Spring Statement 
on Tuesday has done nothing to 
redress this widening gap. And the 
Tories’ claims to have lifted the pay 
cap in the NHS are a smoke and 
mirrors game. 

According to leaks from negotia-
tions between the government and 
the NHS unions, workers are likely 
to be offered a 6.5 percent pay rise. 

This would be split across three 
years, with 3 percent in 2018-19 
and between 1 and 2 percent across 
the following two years. 

Running
But with the RPI measure of infla-
tion running at 4 percent, anything 
less than 4 percent a year is a pay 
cut. The leak also said workers 
would lose a day’s holiday.

Jordan, a Unison member and 
health worker in east London, was 
at an NHS conference when she 
heard the news. “There was a lot of 
anger from Unison and RCN mem-
bers,” she told Socialist Worker in 
a personal capacity.

“People thought that it was 
outrageous—and that the pay 
increases would in no way com-
pensate for the loss of annual leave.

“I had a letter saying my rent was 

going up £40 a month. You think, 
‘What do I have to give up now?’ 
especially now I’ve got a second 
child.

“It is rubbish, it doesn’t begin to 
make up for what we’ve lost in pay.”

The proposed loss of annual 
leave is another kick in the teeth 
for underpaid, overworked health 
workers. 

Unison’s leadership were furi-
ous that details of the deal were 
leaked to the Guardian newspaper 
on Friday. They had hoped to keep 

it hushed up ahead of the Unison 
health conference that begins in 
Brighton on 16 April.

Unison’s leadership doesn’t think 
it’s possible to meet the Trade 
Union Act’s strike ballot thresh-
olds—and are waiting for a Labour 
government.

But a wave of strikes by university 
and college workers has shown that 
it’s possible to beat the ballot thresh-
olds and get bosses on the run. 

Health workers should reject 
any pay deals that are based on 

below-inflation offers or that erode 
terms and conditions. 

Unison, Unite, GMB and the 
other health union should tap into 
people’s anger at low pay and ballot 
their members for strikes. 

Strikes have the power to win 
real pay rises—and shake Theresa 
May’s weak, chaotic government.

On other pages...
How striking changed university 
workers >>Pages 10 & 11

 Strike ballot 
closer for 
civil service
CIVIL SERVICE workers could 
take the lead in the fight to beat 
the pay cap—by launching a 
ballot for strikes.

The civil service union PCS 
warned that it could launch a 
strike ballot if the Tories don’t 
“make a positive response” to 
its pay claim. It is demanding an 
increase of 5 percent or £1,200, 
whichever is greater.

The PCS says its members 
have suffered a real-terms 
pay cut of 20 percent since 
2010. That’s a result of years 
of 1 percent pay increases far 

outstripped by inflation—a cap 
imposed on all public sector 
workers. Now senior PCS reps 
have reported that bosses are 
looking to cut jobs, hours or 
terms and conditions in return 
for a pay deal.

PCS members showed 
they were up for a fight in a 
consultative ballot last year, 
when 79 percent said they would 
strike to beat the pay cap. But 
the union has been slow to turn 
this into a formal ballot.

A statutory ballot could  
re-energise that campaign, 
giving a lead to other public 
sector workers in a fight that 
could create a new crisis for the 
Tory government.

PCS NEC member Candy 
Udwin told Socialist Worker in a 
personal capacity, “It’s great that 
we’re saying clearly that we’re 
moving towards a ballot. 

“This shows the members 
that we’re serious. The lesson 
from the universities strikes is 
that we should be bold.”

Local government workers vote on 2 percent offer
LOCAL GOVERNMENT workers 
in England and Wales have been 
voting on whether to accept a 
below-inflation pay offer.

The consultative ballot closed 
on Friday. The full results were 
unclear as Socialist Worker went 
to press.

The Unison, Unite and GMB 
unions all held consultative 
ballots over accepting a 2 percent 
pay deal this year and next 
year. Unison and Unite both 
recommended rejecting the 
deal, but the GMB didn’t make a 
recommendation. 

The GMB said that over  
94 percent of its members voted 
to accept the deal.

From the small sample of 
results that Socialist Worker has 

seen, some Unison members have 
voted to reject the paltry deal and 
fight for more. Branches where 
there was a strong campaign saw 
the highest votes to reject.

Jon Woods is branch chair of 
Portsmouth City Unison where 
members voted 75 percent to 
reject on a turnout of 39 percent.

He said this demonstrated “a 
real mood to fight, from people 
who have had enough of pay 
cuts. Where we put the work in it 
is reflected in the turnout.”

But Jon argued, “We need a 
national campaign, pushed from 
the top of the union, and a real 
attempt to mobilise people. The 
universities’ strike shows there is 
a potential to fight.”
Sarah Bates

TUC NATIONAL 
DEMONSTRATION 

Saturday 12 May

A NEW DEAL 
FOR WORKING 

PEOPLE
Assemble 11am, 

Embankment, London
Go to bit.ly/TUC12March

PCS leader Mark Serwotka 

Local government workers won’t get a pay rise without a fight 
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US pay fight 
spreads as 
teachers’ 
strike wins
Powerful action by workers in  
West Virginia has inspired others to 
fight back, says Alistair Farrow

EDUCATION WORKERS in West 
Virginia have inspired a poten-
tial upsurge in struggle across 
the US.

Union leaders and the state’s 
billionaire governor cut a deal on 
Tuesday of last week that gave all 
state workers including teachers a 
5 percent pay rise.

There will be a pause on rises to 
their health insurance premiums. 

The strike won more than bosses 
initially offered and has been seized 
on as an example by workers across 
the US. But the battle goes on. 

The raise was won through strik-
ing, mass mobilisations and at one 
point a willingness by workers to go 
beyond their union leaders’ wishes. 

Now teachers and other workers 
in the states of Oklahoma, Kentucky 
and Arizona, as well as Jersey City 
in New Jersey, are pushing for 
strikes over pay, healthcare costs 
and pensions. 

Teachers in Oklahoma have 
demanded that their union organ-
ises strikes on 2 April if employers 
don’t make a decent offer. The state 
legislature recently voted down a 
£3,500 pay rise.

Chaos
Standarised testing will begin 
across the state on 2 April—if the 
strike goes ahead it will throw the 
plans into chaos.

Oklahoma teachers’ pay has been 
cut by 15.3 percent since 2010. 

Teacher Sylvias told Socialist 
Worker, “Oklahoma has among the 
lowest teacher pay and the high-
est cuts to education. The dispute 
focuses on both. 

“After taxes, health insurance 
and social security the take home 
salary is about £15,000. There 
are some fast food places that pay 
better than that.”

And on Saturday some 32,000 
workers employed by the state voted 
to join the strikes if they go ahead. 

Teacher Heidi explained that 
even district bosses are on the side 
of teachers. 

“Our Boards of Education rec-
ognise that this can’t go on,” she 

told Socialist Worker. “We are 
not allowed to strike against our 
Districts by law. 

“However, because this is a walk-
out against the State we are able 
to do so. Most of us are doing this 
with the blessing of our Boards of 
Education.”

Teachers in Arizona are demand-
ing strikes against a 1 percent pay 
deal proposed by state politicians. 

They were set to protest out-
side the state capitol building on 
Wednesday, and more protests are 
planned for 28 March.

And teachers in Kentucky have 
protested against changes to 
their pensions. There were pro-
tests at schools across the state on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Teachers travelled to the state’s 
capitol on Sunday and were set to 
protest again on Monday. They are 
pressuring the union leadership to 
take action.

The pension changes would 
cut  annual  increases  f rom  
1.5 percent—already well below 
inflation—to 1 percent. 

The potential strikes come as 
school students are set to walk out 
this month to protest against school 
shootings.

On other pages...
University workers celebrate their 
action >>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
Workers in West Virginia struck 
for nine days from 22 February
lIt involved 20,000 teachers 
and 13,000 support workers
lUnion leaders wanted them to 
accept a previous deal offered by  
the bosses
lBut workers rejected their 
advice and refused to return to 
work
lEducation workers in other 
states are now following their 
example and putting demands 
on union leaders

 Turkey ready to assault besieged Afrin
by NICK CLARK

TURKISH SOLDIERS looked 
set to launch an assault on the 
Kurdish-held city of Afrin in 
northern Syria this week. 

Thousands of civilians are 
trapped in the city, which has 
been under siege by Turkish 
forces since last week.

The fighting will pitch 
Turkey—part of the Nato 
military alliance and a US ally—
and some Syrian rebel groups 
against Kurdish forces which are 
also backed by the US. 

It’s the awful conclusion of 
complex political games played 
with the lives of people in the 
Middle East. The Syrian regime’s 
campaign to crush a popular 

uprising in 2011 plunged the 
country into civil war. Competing 
powers—including Britain—
dived in on different sides, 
turning the war into a struggle 
for control of the Middle East.

The US-backed Kurdish forces 
in the north seized large areas of 
land from Isis. But this put the 
US at odds with Turkey, which is 
fighting Kurdish separatists in 
neighbouring Turkish areas.

Meanwhile the Syrian regime 
is trying to crush Syrian rebel 
groups in eastern Ghouta on 
the outskirts of the capital 
Damascus. 

More than 1,000 civilians are 
said to have been killed in the 
fighting there since the regime’s 
assault began.

 Slovakia says Fico must go
TENS OF thousands 
of people have taken 
to the streets of 
Slovakia demanding 
the fall of prime 
minister Robert Fico.

The protests 
follow the murders of 
investigative journalist 
Jan Kuciak and his 
partner in their flat in 
Bratislava last month.

Kuciak was writing 
about how the Italian 
mafia had profited 
from European Union 

funds because of 
their links with Slovak 
politicians. 

Deep anger 
at politicians is 
fuelling the protests. 
One of protesters’ 
main demands is 
a “new trustworthy 
government”.

Right wing 
opposition parties 
have jumped on 
the protests as an 
opportunity to oust 
Fico and try to push 

through free market 
reforms. They paint 
corruption as a legacy 
of Stalinism that’s 
continued under 
“illiberal” politicians

The demonstrations 
are the biggest since 
1989.

If people’s hopes 
for change aren’t to 
be disappointed as 
they were in 1989, it 
will require looking 
to neither the market 
nor the old order.

EDUCATION WORKERS in Oklahoma are inspired by those in West Virginia  

FIGURE IT OUT
 50  thousand people 

protested in the 
Slovakian capital 
Bratislava

 41  protests took place 
in cities across the 
eastern European 
country last Friday

 28  years ago protests of 
a similar nature took 
place when the Stalist 
dictatorship was 
overthrown in 1989

Turkish soldiers in Syria
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Tories and 
Saudi Arabia
I REMEMBER Home 
Secretary Amber Rudd 
claiming selling arms to 
Saudi Arabia was good 
for business when she 
stood in for Theresa 
May in the 2017 general 
election leaders’ debate. 

The Tories amass 
money for the top 
1 percent and to hell with 
the rest. They have a 
mind blowing disregard 
for humanity.

Pauline Smith
on Twitter

Strikes can 
win for us all
THE STRIKE in West 
Virginia, US (Socialist 
Worker 6 March) has 
been inspirational. 

Not only did the 
West Virginia education 
workers win a pay rise, 
but they won for all state 
employees. That’s like 
Unison local government 
members going out 
on illegal strike and 
everyone from nurses 
to teachers getting a 
5 percent pay rise.

Martin Empson
Manchester

Jeremy has 
my support
I’VE BEEN following 
with some amusement 
the Tory newspapers’ 
smear campaign against 
Jeremy Corbyn and his 
supporters. 

It seems to me 
they know how many 
people support Labour’s 
policies and they’re 
reduced to attacking the 
personalities of him and 
his candidates. 

Will Counsel
Peterborough

Renationalise 
the Clyde Port
CLYDE PORT Authority 
was privatised in 1993.

The Scottish 
Government must take 
action to return control 
of the river to the public 
for the benefit of the 
communities along the 
Clyde.

Robert Buirds
Glasgow

Don’t trust 
the police
I READ your article 
about the woman badly 
mistreated by police  
(27 February). 

It’s no wonder young 
people are frightened to 
turn to police.

@Carrattcook
on Twitter

Just a 
thought...

Bring your passport to vote?

Tories are trying to curb voting rights
IN RECENT weeks we 
have been celebrating  
100 years since some 
women won the right to 
vote.

But the Tories want to 
take us back in time with 
attacks on voting rights. 

They are trying to bring 
in voting restrictions 
under the guise of a Voter 
ID programme being 
trialled in a number of 
places at this May’s local 
elections. 

The restrictions force 
people to present ID at 
the polling station or 
forfeit their vote.

Bromley in south east 

London is one of the six 
areas where this is being 
tried out. 

Many of the poorest 
will avoid the expense of 
a passport or driving 
licence when relying on 
food banks to eat. Some 

will find themselves 
struggling to collect 
together the right 
combination of other 
documents to claim their 
vote on polling day. 

Residents in Bromley 
have reported that the 
notification letter from 
the Tory council hid the 
list of acceptable forms of 
identification on the back.

Voting alone cannot 
solve all the problems we 
face. But this attack on 
the right of ordinary 
people to have their voice 
heard must be resisted.

Mark Dunk
South east London

Too poor to 
be healthy
JAMIE OLIVER said last 
week that the obese poor 
think “in a different gear” 
and that lectures about 
healthy eating that follow 
middle class logic will not 
help them.

Those from poorer 
backgrounds have greater 
health inequalities 
compared to those who are 
richer.

Poor children are twice 
as likely to be obese as rich 
ones, which leads into adult 
obesity. 

In some ways, Oliver’s 
comments are 
well‑meaning, but poorly 
phrased and patronising. 

Oliver perpetuates the 
idea that working class 
people are too stupid to 
consider their own health.

When you have more 
money, you can afford to 
buy healthier food. 

But those paying high 
rents, on zero hours 
contracts or suffering from 
attacks to the benefit cuts 
will have a significantly 
lower budget for food. 

If you don’t have the 
space to even store foods or 
the ability to get to a 
supermarket, you’ve got 
limited food choices. If you 
work multiple jobs, then 
you have limited time to 
shop and cook.

It’s important that health 
professionals can educate 
about healthy options, but 
we have to consider why 
people might choose the 
unhealthier options. 

Capitalism is linked to 
the contributing factors in 
obesity—how food is 
produced, sold and 
marketed to us, but also in 
reducing obesity and 
encouraging fad diets 
which do nothing for our 
health. 

Katherine Igidbashian
Southampton

Media will use any  
excuse to be sexist
THE STORIES about the 
poisoning of spy Sergei 
Skirpal have filled the 
newspapers for days. 

The press saw an 
opportunity to explore the 
glamorous and secretive 
world of Russian spies.

When the right wing 
press found out about Anna 
Chapman—the Russian spy 
“swapped” with Skirpal—
the tabloids must have 
cried with joy. 

The Sun pondered, 
“Which nation’s men does 
she think are the easiest to 
seduce?”

They’ve also described 
her as “sexy” and 
“seductive”.

Of course sexism is to be 
expected of the right wing 
media—it often combines 
news with the 
objectification of women. 

Their only job is to 
perpetuate the ideas of the 
ruling class, you can see 
that in the printing of racist 
rhetoric about immigrants. 

Articles like this only 
highlight how obvious that 
agenda is. 

Sophie Squire
Sheffield

We need open borders not 
single market and ID cards
THE RIGHT wing Progress 
organisation inside Labour wants 
compulsory ID cards. 

It rightly says immigration has 
been “overwhelmingly positive” 
but concludes Labour needs “a 
practical argument for safe, secure 
borders, and a sense that 
migration is a managed process”.  

We are told that ID cards would 
help justify staying in the single 
market and its free movement by 
reassuring those fearful about “a 
migration free-for-all”. Progress 
also claims ID cards are 
“Corbynite”.

These arguments are wrong. 
The reason many miss 

immigration’s overwhelmingly 
positive impact is due to structures 

like the EU and its single market.  
Total commitment to 

neoliberalism enforces austerity 
and exploitation while diverting 
the anger towards “outsiders”. 

Look at recent election results 
across the single market. The way 
to reassure the fearful is to argue 
crumbling social services, lack of 
decent housing and low wages are 
caused by the rich.

ID cards are not Corbynite but 
damage prospects for a left wing 
Labour government. 

Any concession here panders to 
a belief that problems are because 
of migration.  

Labour progressed against all 
odds in the general election by 
focussing on the capitalist few, and 

it refused to be diverted. 
Remember Corbyn’s stand after 

the Manchester bombing. 
The last time ID cards came up 

was under Tony Blair. 
His call symbolised a more 

authoritarian and right wing 
government that ended in 
imperialist invasions, curbing civil 
liberties, creating a refugee crisis 
and stoking terrorism.

This time the reasoning is 
different, but ID cards are equally 
flawed. 

We need to fight for free 
movement to benefit ordinary 
people, not as part of a bosses’ 
single market.

Donny Gluckstein
Edinburgh



HOW  STRIKES  HAVE  CHANGED  US!

A 
SERIES OF strikes has 
transformed universi-
ties across Britain—and 
the workers in them. 
What were once stul-
tifying businesses that 

treated students as consumers have 
been places of debate, solidarity, 
excitement and fun.

The outcome of the dispute is cru-
cial. But whatever the result there are 
lasting lessons and important insights 
for workers everywhere.

Paul, a striker at University College 
London (UCL), said, “It’s been fantas-
tic. There’s so much camaraderie and 
I’ve made so many new friends. I’m 
going to miss the picket lines when 
we go back into work.”

Newcastle university striker 
Barbara added, “The atmosphere has 
been absolutely brilliant. Morale is 
really high. You feel like you’re part 
of something, and part of changing 
something.”

Des is on strike at Oxford’s Ruskin 
College. “Every day you’re on the 
picket line, you feel a few inches taller,” 
he said. “Don’t let anyone tell you that 
striking doesn’t get you anything. The 
strikes have given us confidence.”

Tens of thousands of UCU union 
members held a four-day strike last 
week and began a five-day walkout 

this week. It follows the previous 
two-day and three-day strikes—a 
total of 14 walkouts in the first wave 
of action.

Workers are fighting a big assault 
on their pension scheme. But the 
action has lifted the lid on much 
wider anger that exists over attacks 
on education, casual contracts and 
inequality. Des said, “The strike is like 
a lightning rod for everything people 
want to change.”

Huge numbers of people have 
taken part in picketing, many for the 
first time. Students have organised 
teach outs, occupations and other 
activities to support the strikes.

Jane, a UCU rep at King’s College 

London (KCL), said she was “galva-
nised” by the action.

“A lot of us have said that the uni-
versity on strike is more like a uni-
versity than it is when we aren’t on 
strike,” she said. “We actually have 
time to talk to each other. It’s excit-
ing and there are so many debates 
happening.

“There’s still learning and teaching 
going on with the teach outs, but it’s 
unalienated.”

Edinburgh university striker Talat 
said, “The mood here has been excel-
lent, really superb. In one school we 
had a lone scab going in to give a 
lecture.

“But a teach-out was set up under 
the room where the lecture was, and 
it was so noisy that it had to be aban-
doned. Many students then came out 
and joined the pickets.”

There have also seen regular strike 
meetings where workers get together 
and discuss the dispute. The meetings 
are a chance for strikers to debate  
tactics, such as picketing for longer 
periods, and to raise arguments or 
issues.

Newer union members are taking 
a leading role in the strikes and have 
done so in the strike meetings too. 
Michael is UCU president at Imperial 
College London (ICL). “Management 

has been shocked to the core by 
the activity that’s taken place,” he 
said. “We’ve had over 100 members 
picketing. 

“We’ve had people addressing 
strike meetings with a megaphone 
who’ve never done anything in the 
union before.”

ICL UCU rep Roddy explained 
how the union group is making sure 
to involve new members. “Last week 
we elected a social media group and a 
strike bulletin group,” he said. 

“We’ve also got someone in charge 
of outreach work, building solidarity. 
We have three new union reps.”

The strike, and the solidarity, has 
changed the dynamic between stu-
dents and workers. KCL student 
Ramona said, “We have a different 
relationship with our lecturers now. 

It’s the first time we’ve seen eye to 
eye with some of them. It’s different 
when you’re stood next to each other 
on the picket line.”

Student Tom added, “There’s been 
more community on these picket lines 
than I’ve ever seen at KCL.”

Ramona hoped the action would 
help to “build an environment where 
we look out for each other”. “We’re 
rebuilding the culture of universities 
that my mum had, when education 
was free,” she said.

Many pickets said the strike has 
a longer term importance. “Some 
people haven’t heard about strikes or 
unions before,” said Paul. “But now 
people are realising that it’s worth 
being a member of a trade union.”

Scandinavian Studies lecturer Erin 
agreed. “It’s given us a real sense of 
agency,” she said. “It’s cheering to 
think that taking collective action 
can work.”

M
ORE THAN 5,000 
people have joined 
the UCU since the 
d i s p u te  b e ga n . 
Those picketing for 
the first time have 

had a positive experience, despite 
some initial nerves. 

“I really enjoy it,” said UCL striker 
Ciaran. “I’ve spent the whole time with 
people I didn’t really know, and I’ve 
learned a lot from talking to people.

“At first it felt a bit odd telling 
people not to come in. But when 
you can persuade students to turn 
around, it’s really rewarding.”

Newcastle university worker Sam 
is also on strike for the first time. 
“I joined the union about ten days 

before the strikes so I could take 
part,” she explained. “I’m just at the 
end of my PhD and I’m hourly paid, 
so I’m quite precarious.

“But I just had to be part of it.”
The strikes have boosted workers’ 

confidence—and made them more 
convinced that they are doing the 
right thing.

ICL striker Vijay said, “Being on 
strike and on the picket lines will 
open your eyes. You will end up sup-
porting the cause even more than you 
did before.”

Sam said, “If I had a problem at 
work before, I didn’t feel I could say 
anything as I’m at the bottom of the 
pile. But now I know I can ask other 
people for support.”

The strikes have grown stronger as 
more people have joined the action.

Ciaran said he didn’t strike on the 

first two days because he wasn’t sure 
his “absence would make a difference”.

“But then I saw everyone else out 
in the snow and felt I had to join 
them,” he said. 

“Now I’ve realised that even if 
people don’t notice my absence, they 
notice my presence out here. It’s 
really important to be here.”

And workers have shifted their 
opinions on other things too. Barbara 
said, “People get involved because of 
the strike and they go away thinking 
about all kinds of other things. It’s 
changing people’s perspectives.”

She added that the strike has the 
potential to break down the stereo-
type that most university workers are 
part of a rich elite.

“A lot of people think academics 
are privileged,” she said. “But a lot of 
us are on casual or zero hours con-
tracts. I work in a university and I live 
on a council estate. Those two worlds 
need to meet.”

I
CL WORKER Vijay said being 
on strike has been “highly 
emotive”. “I’ve been in the 
UCU since 2008,” he said. 
“But I’ve never been particu-
larly active, and I’ve certainly 

never struck before.
“I voted for the strikes this time 

and that was a big decision.”
Vijay said he initially worried about 

the impact that strikes would have on 
students. He was “perturbed” when 
the UCU called 14 days of action.

“But it forced me to think about it 
in much greater detail,” he said. “The 
more I talked to people and thought 
about it, I started to think that going 
in extremely hard was the only way.

“A big turning point was when the 
student union voted to support the 
strike. When I went on the picket line 
for the first time, I felt a lot better 
because of the student support.”

The strikes will have a lasting 
impact on those who have taken part. 
As Vijay said, “I’ve never been politi-
cally active before, but this has made 
me feel that I need to be.”

UCL striker Kathryn added, “In the 
past I’ve thought that strikes don’t 
work. But this is starting to change 
my mind.”

Workers know the stakes are high 
and are determined to win. Ciaran 
said the dispute is “setting a prec-
edent”. “It demonstrates that worse 
pensions aren’t inevitable,” he said.

Workers also know that a victory 
for them would be about more than 
just one pension scheme—it could 
boost other struggles too. “I hope we 
can set an example to other unions,” 
said Paul.

“And we need to fight on other 
things, such as pay. We’ve had 1 per-
cent rises which don’t keep up with 
inflation—you feel like you’re work-
ing to get poorer.”

Kathryn said, “The UCU has to 
make the most of its new members. 
We can use some of the momentum 
from this dispute to fight for other 
things.”

The action has shown that workers 
are still a force in society—and that 
it’s possible to resist the Tories and 
the bosses.

Des said, “The strikes and the 
picket lines has shown the power we 
have when we’re organised.”
Turn to page 20 for the latest news on 
the dispute

Workers’ involvement in a wave of university walkouts by 
the UCU union has taken bosses by surprise. Strikers and 
students spoke to Sadie Robinson about how the action 
is changing the campuses—and themselves

Huge numbers 
have taken part in 
picketing, many for 
the first time in 
their lives

‘‘ 

Barbara (right) with fellow strikers from Newcastle University

Ciaran on the UCL picket line Vijay from Imperial College Paul joined the  pickets at UCL

Scandinavian Studies lecturer Erin

A MASS picket at University College 
London last week Picture: Lewis NieLseN
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 71327,
London SE11 9BW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

MANCHESTER
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Wed 21 Mar, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Karl Marx’s theory 
of alienation
Thu 22 Mar, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Another education 
is possible
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St, B4 6AF
BRISTOL
Why did the far right gain 
in Italy’s election?
Wed 21 Mar 7.30pm
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
The lost revolution— 
Germany 1923-1928
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St, BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
From McDonald’s to 
the lecturers’ dispute—
do strikes work?
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,CB5 8HP
CARDIFF
Marx—200 years 
since his birth
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Why did the right win 
Italy’s election?
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
I have a dream—what 
is the legacy of Martin 
Luther King?
Thu 29 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Oyster Room, Hythe 
Community Centre, 
CO1 2FG
COVENTRY
The Russian Revolution and 
the British working class
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Lane,
CV1 5RF

DONCASTER
George Lukacs—history 
and class consciousness
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street,
DN1 3NJ
EDINBURGH
Zionism and antisemitism—
what are the arguments?
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
The legacy of slavery 
and empire—should 
all the statues fall?
Thu 22 Mar, 7pm, 
Avant Garde, 33-44 King St,
Merchant City, 
G1 5QT

HARLOW
What do socialists say 
about nuclear power?
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, 
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Capitalism and technology—
is a robot after your job?
Wed 21 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade 
(near both train and 
bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Thu 22 Mar, 7pm, 
Cafe licious, 104 
Cottingham Road, 
HU6 7RZ

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
How did women 
win the vote?
Thu 22 Mar, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse 
Square,LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Why did the right win 
Italy’s election?
Thu 22 Mar, 12.57am, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,L1 3BT
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW
After the Oxfam scandal— 
are NGOs enemies or allies?
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Pepperpot Centre,
1a Thorpe Close,
Ladbroke Grove (very 
close to the station),
W10 5XL

LONDON: EALING
Do we need the police?
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,
YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,
W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
The US v China—from 
trade war to shooting war?
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Do we need violence to 
get real social change?
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Is fascism back in Europe?
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd (near 
Greenwich main line and 
DLR station),SE10 8JA
LONDON: NEWHAM
Eyewitness from Palestine
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park),E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Another education 
is possible
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Oxford House,Derbyshire St,
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Women and the 
Black Panthers
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ
MEDWAY
Politics of the mind —
Marxism and mental distress
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,ME4 4BP
NEWCASTLE
US politics and gun control
Thu 29 Mar, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,NE1 6QE
NORWICH
The rise of the far 
right in Europe—how 
can we fight it?
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA
POOLE AND DORCHESTER
After the Oxfam scandal —
are NGOs enemies or allies?
Tue 27 Mar, 7pm, 
Dorford Centre,
2 Bridport Rd,DT1 1RR
PORTSMOUTH
Police, racism and the state
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
ROTHERHAM
US politics and gun control
Wed 28 Mar, 7pm, 
Unity Centre,
St Leonard’s Rd,S65 1PD
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Cyrille Regis—the fight 
against racism in football
Thu 22 Mar, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
ST ALBANS
After the Oxfam scandal— 
are NGOs enemies or allies?
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall (upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd (near 
St Albans City station), 
AL1 3RD
SWANSEA
After the Oxfam scandal 
—should we still 
donate to charity?
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA20BP

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 25 Apr, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St, B4 6AFY

BRISTOL
Wed 25 Apr, 7.30pm
YHA, 
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

EDINBURGH
Wed 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL

GLASGOW
Sat 21 Apr, 4pm, 
Soulsa Café,
87 Glassford St,
G1 1UH

HARLOW
Thu 12 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 28 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LONDON: CENTRAL
Thu 22 Mar, 6.15pm, 
Student Central,
Malet St,WC1E 7HY

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 19 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 18 Apr, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Wed 18 Apr, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,
SW9 7PH

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Thu 19 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
Sun 15 Apr, 7pm, 
Broadacre House,
Market St,NE1 6HQ

OXFORD
Thu 22 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,OX1 1BX

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Sat 21 Apr, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),S1 2JB

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 21 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,WV1 4HW

Book launches
A Rebel’s Guide to Martin Luther King

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.
co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 
Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker (Britain)
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Turmoil and foreboding on 
Picasso’s road to Guernica
The Tate Modern’s Picasso 1932 is a must-see exhibition that reflects the artist’s 
personal turmoil amidst growing storm cloud of fascism, writes Andy Brown 
TATE MODERN’S first Picasso exhi-
bition shows his work from a single 
year, 1932.  

Pablo Picasso was already a star. 
Feted as a celebrity and living the 
high life of the Paris jet set, he had 
produced a formidable body of work.  

In February 1932 one of his pic-
tures sold at auction for a record 
price.

Yet Picasso showed no sign of rest-
ing on his laurels. From the begin-
ning of the year he began turning out 
pictures in a new style which stunned 
critics and admirers alike.

Though he was generally acknowl-
edged as a great artist with phenom-
enal creativity, some critics were 
already suggesting that Picasso was 
no longer at the cutting edge. 

Picasso was competitive with 
other artists and keen to show that 
he engaged with the latest in contem-
porary art. 

Many pieces at the exhibition 
show how Picasso interacted with the 
emerging surrealist movement.  

The colours are often vivid and 
punchy, though with a surprisingly 
wide range of palettes, and the forms 
are distorted, wild and bold.

Secular 
For his themes, Picasso often used the 
established subject matter of classi-
cal art—still life, portraits, the nude, 
mythology with both religious and 
secular origins.  

He brought these bang up to date, 
deconstructing and reconfiguring fig-
ures to produce paintings “with a thin 
line between beauty and monstros-
ity”, as the Tate describes them.  

Some of the paintings are almost 
sculptural, like the striking Woman 
in a Red Armchair (pictured).

The exhibition in fact includes 

sculptures and busts as well as 
sketches. And there is a beautiful set 
of black and white ink drawings for 
an adaptation of a painting on the 
crucifixion. 

Some of the contemporary photo-
graphs of Picasso’s circle and work-
ing environment are works of art in 
themselves.

Rare 
In June 1932 Picasso had a retro-
spective exhibition in Paris. This was 
quite rare.  

He showed a wide range of works, 
mixed up chronologically and with-
out detail, as well as his latest 
repertoire.

Picasso didn’t go to the opening. 
He went to the cinema instead, then 
promptly left town and plunged into 
a hugely productive summer and 
autumn. 

Art reflects the society it’s made in 
and the lives of those who make it.  

You can see in this exhibition both 
turmoil in Picasso’s own life and the 
context of the Great Depression, 
rising fascism and the threat of war.  

In mood, these paintings vary 
“from sensuous exuberance to 
 ominous anxiety”.

And they show some of the seeds 
that five years later gave us Guernica, 
art’s best known statement about the 
horrors of war.

At over £20, the price of admission 
is sadly prohibitive. But find some-
one with a Tate card and imperson-
ate them. 

If you like 20th Century art, this is 
definitely a must see.

The EY Exhibition: Picasso 1932 Love 
Fame Tragedy 
Until 9 September 2018 
Tate Modern Bankside, London, SE11SEATED WOMAN in a Red Armchair (1932), Pablo Picasso  

BOOK 
RED CLOCKS
by Leni Zumas 
£8.79 
Out now 

THIS IS a fearless 
exploration of women’s 
rights over their own bodies 
in the face a proposed 
authoritarian law in the US. 

The novel reflects on 
the January 2018 Donald 
Trump speech in favour of 
‘’a beautiful cause’’ in which 
he supported protesters on 
the 45th March for Life.

“What is a woman for?” 
is the wider question it sets 
itself.

Author Zumas explores 
repression and oppression 
through the stories of five 
women. Harsh social reality  

 
and sharp, stoic realism 
permeate Red Clocks.

Written in a graphic, 
biographical style, it draws 
the reader into insightful 
revelations of the women’s 
emotional as well as 
physical experiences.

The women finally find 
solidarity with one another 
as they find ways out of 
their predicaments to try to 
secure future fulfilment.

Red Clocks is a tribute 
to the positivity, ingenuity 
and unity of women as 
laws try to make them 
conform to conservative 
social roles. 
Stella Ouriache

EXHIBITION
FROM SAPPHO TO  
SUFFRAGE
at the Bodleian Library, 
Broad Street, Oxford, OX1 3BG 
Free 

THIS EXHIBITION uses 
some of the Bodleian 
Library’s extensive 
collection to tell the story 
of women throughout 
history. 

There are 
occasional 
events 
throughout 
the 
exhibition, 
including one 
exploring science and 
suffrage in the First 
World War .
For more information go 
to bit.ly/2oKUEvR

Second season of Jessica Jones doesn’t pull punches 
TELEVISION
JESSICA JONES
Starring Krysten Ritter 
Available on Netflix.com

THE FIRST season of 
Jessica Jones was praised 
by critics for being a 
feminist story which faced 
the truths of surviving 
sexual assault. 

So it is no surprise that 
the second series of the 
show—created, written 
and directed by women—
would follow a similar 
format. Having defeated 
her attacker Jones must 

now face another of her 
demons—the origins of 
her super strength. 

Jessica Jones is a 
departure from the often 
hyper-sexualised heroes 
we see on our screens. 

Gender
Jones and the other 
female characters in this 
story are battling against 
their place in society being 
based on their gender and 
sexuality. 

Her reaction to her 
super strength seems 
to be affected by her 
femininity—it is doubtful 

that you would see the 
rich and powerful Iron 
Man struggling in the 
same way. 

One disappointing 
scene sees 
Carrie-Ann 
Moss’s character 
conflate what 
a woman 
wears with 
her ability to 
give consent. 
Apart from 
this, Jessica 
Jones 
carries a 
simple 
message—

women are still not safe 
on the streets. 

Many fans have 
complained that the 
second season suffers 

from the absence of 
Jones’s abuser, villain 
Kilgrave (David 
Tennant). 

But this is arguably 
one of the show’s 

strengths. 
Jones is still 

a strong and 
watchable 
character 
without the 
influence of 
the man who 

assaulted her. This in 
itself is important, and 
shows women who have 
survived attacks that 
there can be life after the 
event.

Jones continually 
refuses help from those 
around her, instead 
choosing a path of 
self-destruction. 

It would perhaps be 
refreshing to see the 
writers of the show go 
further and embrace 
solidarity rather than 
individual problems and 
solutions. 
Gabby ThorpeKrysten Ritter as Jones
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READ MORE
lA Rebel’s Guide to 
Martin Luther King 
by Yuri Prasad 
£4
lThe Radical King 
edited by Cornel West 
£12.99
lUnfinished business—
Martin Luther King in 
Memphis 
ISJ article by Brian Kelly  
bit.ly/2FpT1hD

lSay It Loud—Marxism 
and the fight against 
racism 
edited by Brian Richardson 
£9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

“They were booing because 
we had urged them to have 
faith in people who had too 
often proved to be unfaithful. 

“They were now hostile 
because they were watching the 
dream that they had so readily 
accepted turn into a frustrating 
nightmare.”

King’s growing disillusion-
ment with the possibility of 
reform caused him to question 
the nature of racism. 

He concluded that the capi-
talist economy was responsible 
for poverty and division, and 
dedicated himself to building 
a Poor People’s Campaign to 
challenge it. 

His radical turn was already 
creating tensions among his 
supporters. And in 1966, long 
before anti-war sentiment was 
widely popular, he spoke out 
against the Vietnam War.

Liberal newspapers that 
had hailed him as a hero now 
attacked him. 

The Poor People’s Campaign 
hit trouble before it even got 
off the ground. The Civil Rights 
Movement leadership was made 
up primarily of Southern, black, 
middle class religious figures. 

They had limited contact 
with the black poor and almost 
no contact with white workers.

It was unclear how they 
would build the new movement.

A solution came when a strike 
broke out among refuse work-
ers in Memphis, Tennessee. 

On a rainy day in February 
1968, Echol Cole and Robert 
Walker sought shelter in the 
back of their rubbish truck. 

An electrical short-circuit 
started the hydraulic ram 
and the two black men were 
crushed.

Nearly all 1,300 black 
Memphis sanitation workers 
immediately walked out on 
strike. King saw the possibility 
of reviving his campaign. 

The strikers identified them-
selves with the Civil Rights 
Movement and wore placards 
saying, “I AM A MAN”. 

King celebrated their resist-
ance, saying, “Don’t go back on 
the job until the demands are 
met. 

“Never forget that freedom 
is not something that is volun-
tarily given by the oppressor. 
It is something that must be 
demanded by the oppressed.

“I tell you what you ought to 
do, and you are together here 
enough to do it. In a few days 
you ought to get together and 
just have a general work stop-
page in the city of Memphis.” 
King returned on the night of 

3 April, 1968. The next day he 
was shot and killed by a white 
racist, James Earl Ray.

King had become a bitter 
opponent of the government 
and its wars, was organising a 
poor people’s campaign, and 
was calling for a city-wide 
general strike.

He had travelled a long 
way. And, the more radical he 
became, the more of a threat 
the US establishment and its 
allies calculated him to be. 

Today, we must seek to 
answer King’s question about 
what kind of society could 
replace capitalism by argu-
ing and fighting for the 
alternative—socialism. 

Such a world can only come 
about through revolution.

Masses fought 
for civil rights 
(top) and defied 
repression (above)

T
HE  Fede ra l 
B u r e a u  o f 
Investigation 
(FBI) in the US 
tweeted a mes-
sage on 4 April 

last year, the anniversary 
of the assassination of 
Martin Luther King. 

“The FBI honors the life, 
work, & commitment of  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
to justice,” it said.

The same Bureau had, in 
King’s time, labelled him, 
“The most dangerous Negro 
of the future in this nation”.

King had fought racial 
segregation in the US South 
during the 1950s and 1960s. 

Those racist laws were 
no accident. Southern rulers 
built prejudice into the 
system to divide and rule 
those who make them profits.

Northern politicians, while 
washing their hands of seg-
regation, had no interest in 
change. Without massive 
pressure from below there 
would have been none.

The Second World War had 
seen a big change for black 
Americans. Many had left the 
rural South and headed to 
factories and cities. And there 
was a bigger, more confident, 
black middle class.

In 1955 left wing activist 
and seamstress Rosa Parks 
refused to give up her seat on a 
bus in Montgomery, Alabama. It 
sparked a year-long bus boycott 
and the Civil Rights Movement 
was born.

A 26 year old preacher called 
Martin Luther King Jr shot to 
prominence as the leader of the 
40,000-strong movement.

The minister was radical but 
liberal, and embraced the phi-
losophy of civil disobedience. 

He started his political life as 
a moderate who saw the civil 
rights struggle as one for the 
right to integrate fully into US 
society. 

King’s prominence grew as 
news of the boycott spread. 
Pressure on the establish-
ment increased and eventu-
ally the Supreme Court moved 
to outlaw segregation on 
Montgomery buses. The victory 
sent a shockwave through the 
South and scores of new cam-
paigns sprung up. 

The movement and its lead-
ers learned quickly.

“Feeling that our demands 
were moderate, I had assumed 
they would be granted,” said 
King. “I came to see that no one 
gives up his privileges without 
strong resistance. 

“I saw further that the under-
lying purpose of segregation 
was to oppress and exploit the 
segregated, not simply to keep 
them apart.”

By 1960 students joined the 
action, launching a sit-in move-
ment at segregated lunch coun-
ters across the South. 

Within months tens of thou-
sands of young people, black 
and white, had protested, with 
many beaten by racists and 
jailed by police.

Non-violent protest was 
the badge of honour of the 

movement. As a largely poor 
and generally unarmed minor-
ity facing a powerful and heav-
ily armed enemy, the strategy 
made sense to many. 

It also appealed to many 
middle class whites in the North 
who supported the movement. 

But King’s strategy carried a 
contradiction. When faced with 
violence, it relied on the threat 
of the US federal government 
sending armed troops to protect 
them and enforce anti-segrega-
tion laws. 

As victories came, the leader-
ship set itself ever bigger goals. 
In April 1963 it targeted seg-
regation in the major city of 
Birmingham, Alabama, with 
massive demonstrations. 

In front of the world’s cam-
eras, city chiefs turned fire 
hoses on child protesters and 
jailed hundreds. Panic grew 
in president John F Kennedy’s 
administration in Washington. 

The Civil Rights Movement 
now threatened rebellion 
across the South, with major 

disruption to businesses hitting 
profits. It was also discrediting 
the US’s claim to be the great 
democratic superpower in an 
increasingly tense Cold War.

But if Kennedy took action 
against the Southern racists 
he risked splitting his own 
Democratic Party. 

With a massive march on 
Washington planned for the 
summer, Kennedy gambled on 
major civil rights legislation. He 
hoped it would end the protests 
but avoid igniting tensions in 
the racist camp. 

When the march came, King 
ensured it celebrated anti-
segregation laws rather than 
castigating liberal America for 
its tardiness. 

But passing laws wasn’t 
enough. The rulers of the South 
promised “massive resistance” 
and their followers set about 
bombing, maiming and killing. 
The US government feared any 
intervention and stood aside.

T
O MANY, includ-
ing most student 
activists, King’s 
s t ra te g y  n ow 
l o oked  weak . 
They wanted to 

respond with greater radical-
ism—some even demanded 
armed self-defence.

The government’s repeated 
conciliations fed growing 

cynicism about whites in gen-
eral, with many young activists 
now believing that only black 
people could genuinely fight 
racism. Older, more middle 
class activists feared large scale 
confrontations.

King increasingly found his 
role was to hold together the 
radical and conservative wings 
of his movement.

Campaigns in the North 
demanding better jobs, hous-
ing and education for the black 
poor seemed only to make mat-
ters worse for King. 

White liberals that ran cities 
such as Chicago had backed 
the movement, but were hos-
tile when the battle came close 
to home.

And, the US government 
made it clear it would not offer 
any further civil rights legisla-
tion after the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965.

Between 1964 and 1968, 
black people rose up in almost 
every city in the north east, the 
Midwest and California. 

When the Watts district 
of Los Angeles exploded in 
rage in 1965, the authorities 
deployed 15,000 armed police 
and National Guards. Some  
34 people were killed.

The anger of the ghettos 
helped drive militant students 
further from King.

After he was booed at a 
mass meeting in Chicago King 
reflected, “For twelve years I 
had held out radiant promises 
of progress. 

“I had urged them to have 
faith in America and in white 
society. Their hopes had soared.

“They were now booing 
because they felt that we 
were unable to deliver on our 
promises. 

RECLAIM 
KING THE 
RADICAL
Liberals have tried to claim Martin Luther King ever since 
his death 50 years ago. But, says Yuri Prasad, King was a 
radical who blamed capitalism for racism, poverty and war

King’s role was 
increasingly to 
hold together 
radicals and 
conservatives

‘‘ 
Struggle worried
John F Kennedy

MARTIN LUTHER King became more radical as the battle for reforms was frustrated by those at the top

 A system of alienated labour 
means misery for workers

Alistair Farrow looks 
at how capitalism 
alienates workers 
from their labour, 
other workers and the 
world around us

ALMOST EVERYONE who 
has done a day’s work for 
someone else knows how 
dehumanising it is. At the 
end of a day you can feel 
drained, depressed and angry.

Karl Marx had a word to 
describe this—alienation.

The term was already in 
use by other philosophers 
when Marx was writing, 
but his insight was to 
work it into his method of 
understanding society. 

He said individuals were 
alienated because of the 
way society is structured—
therefore the solution is 
to transform society.

The term alienation 
summarises a series of 
contradictions that stem 
from workers selling their 
labour power in return for 
wages. We are forced to do 
this in order to survive.

When we are not at 
work we feel more human 
than when we are. That is 
one of the reasons it feels 
so good to go on strike.

When bosses make money 
off our labour, it is presented 
as an unremarkable thing.

The Hungarian Marxist 
Georg Lukacs described this 
as a “phantom objectivity” 
precisely because it should 
not be seen as normal. 
If the relationship is 
described plainly, it is 
revealed as obscene.

Creates
The worker creates 
something—a plate of food, 
a piece of timber—and 
receives a wage for doing it. 

The object is then sold for 
more than it cost to make, the 
source of the bosses’ profit.

This is exploitation, the 
fundamental relationship 
at the heart of the system. 
It is based on this basic 
relationship—theft, but 
legal theft legitimised by 
the laws of capitalism.

In the productive process 
the worker puts something of 
themselves into the object to 

transform it, more than just 
the hours it took to make it.

This is because they are 
part of the machine which 
produces capitalists’ profits. A 
special part, but still a part.

This dehumanises the 
worker—a person with 
complex desires and needs 
is relegated to the position 
of a cog in a machine. 

Marx described the process 
as if “the individual, himself 
divided, is transformed into 
the automatic mechanism 
of a partial labour.”

At the end of the process 
the worker is confronted with 
the product of their labour. It 
is not theirs but is owned by 
their boss—Marx described 
it as being confronted with 

an alien object. So the 
worker is alienated from the 
product of their labour. 

They are also alienated 
from themselves, from each 
other and from the world 
around us because we live 
in a world full of things 
produced by alienated labour.

Labour
The worker’s labour is 
treated as an object, or 
something that can be 
bought, by the boss.

But the boss is also 
alienated because they sit 
at the top of a society in 
which everything is created 
by alienated labour. 

Their alienation is of a 
different character, because 
capitalism confirms their 
humanity while it does the 
opposite for workers.

Because all these 
contradictions can’t be 
resolved in capitalism, the 
workers internalise them. 
Anger can be directed at 
the bosses, but also towards 
other workers. This is why 
racism and other forms of 
oppression can get purchase 
among working class people.

To this day the use of the 
term alienation is contested.

One interpretation is 
characteristic of liberalism—
that the root of alienation 
is within individuals and 
therefore it can be “cured” 
through individual solutions 
such as mindfulness.

In reality it is the social 
relations at the heart of 
capitalism that produce 
alienation. To get rid of 
alienation we must get 
rid of class society.
For earlier columns in this 
series go to bit.ly/SWMarx200

BACK STORY
Alienation of labour arose 
with class society
lUnder capitalism the 
majority don’t have control 
over their working lives
lWorkers are treated as 
machines, selling their 
individual talent or skills
lTo get rid of alienation we 
need to transform society

Anger can be 
directed at the 
bosses, but 
also towards 
other workers

‘‘ 

WORKERS ARE confronted with an alien object

MARX AT 200
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Corbyn antisemitism smear unfounded
by NICK CLARK 

MOST SUPPORTERS of the 
Palestinian struggle won’t 
have heard of the Facebook 
group Palestine Live.

Yet in the past week that 
group has become the focus 
of an effort to discredit critics 
of Israel—as well as Jeremy 
Corbyn and the left.

Several people were sus-
pended from the Labour 
Party last week over their 
alleged posts in the group 
where antisemitic content 
was apparently shared.

Jeremy Corbyn and MPs 
Clive Lewis and Chris Wil-
liamson also came under fire 
for being “members”.

They’re the target of a doc-
ument by pro-Israel blogger 
David Collier, who sought to 
link Corbyn to antisemitic 
content posted by other 
members.

Palestine Live was a  
private group—meaning 
a user can only access it if 
they’ve been added by the 
administrator. Corbyn was 
apparently added before he 
became Labour leader. 

Unfortunately the admin 
also apparently failed to 

remove several other posts 
in the group that were 
 undoubtedly antisemitic.  

Some members of the 
group used antisemitic lan-
guage, or posted links to 
antisemitic conspiracy theo-
ries and even Nazi websites. 

No such filth should ever 

be tolerated by supporters of 
Palestine or the left.

But it’s a massive leap to 
say that some antisemitic 
posts on Facebook indicate 
a far bigger problem with 
 support for Palestine.

Facebook and other inter-
net forums are places where 

people with no other outlet 
can amplify their voices 
beyond proportion.

Conspiracy theorists can 
dominate online discussions 
through the sheer volume of 
their posts.

They have little connection 
with any movement outside 

of social media, but the right 
increasingly latch on to them.

F e w  a r g u e  t h a t  
anti-racist Corbyn is himself 
antisemitic. Instead a much 
more pernicious claim is that 
his  long-standing support for 
Palestinians means he is blind 
to antisemitism.

The same accusation is 
levelled at the broader Pal-
estine solidarity movement. 
It claims that anti-Zionism—
the criticism of Israel’s found-
ing ideology—is the same as  
antisemitism.

Opposition
Collier claims to establish 
“beyond doubt the indivis-
ibility of anti-Zionism and  
antisemitism.”

Opposition to Zionism is 
not antisemitic. Zionism has 
always claimed that Israel 
should be an exclusively 
Jewish state—racism against 
Arabs is at its very core. 

Zionism justified the expul-
sion of tens of thousands of 
Palestinians in 1948—and 
Palestinian oppression today. 

Opposition to that doesn’t 
mean denying Jews their 
right to live in a Palestinian 
state with equal rights for all.

The right want to discredit 

anti-Zionism in order to make 
it harder to speak out for 
 Palestinians at all. 

In the Labour Party that’s 
paved the way for the sus-
pension of activists such as 
Glyn Secker—chair of Jewish 
Voice for Labour. He was sus-
pended last week and then 
reinstated this Monday.

Outside Labour that’s 
meant the demonisation of 
boycott campaigns against 
Israel. 

The tragedy is that such 
accusations detract from the 
very real antisemitism used 
by Nazis and the far right. 
They undermine the sort of 
united anti-racist campaign-
ing that can halt its growth.

There’s a nasty Islamopho-
bic undertone to the argu-
ment that implies Muslims 
are more likely to be antise-
mitic because of their sympa-
thy for Palestinians.

Yet where one form of 
racism grows—such as 
Islamophobia—others such 
as antisemitism can grow in 
its wake.

Combating both requires 
campaigns that unite Mus-
lims, Jews and others in a 
fight against all forms of 
racism.

OPPOSING ZIONISM is not antisemitic 

COMMENT 16
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United campaign can keep pressure on the Tories 
THE DEBATE over 
how to get justice was 

thrust back into the public 
eye when rapper Stormzy 
used his performance at 
the Brit awards last month 
to highlight Grenfell. 

He also used social 
media to push a petition 
initiated by survivors 
calling for a panel of 
local residents to sit on 
the inquiry into the fire. 

After 100,000 have 
signed, it can be debated 
in parliament. So far, 
over 150,000 people have 
added their names. 

“We’re still waiting 

for a date for it to be 
debated in parliament. 
It’s been over two weeks 
now,” said Tasha.

“It’s all delay tactics. 
What Stormzy did 
was to bring it back 
into the spotlight. 

“What are they 
doing? Trying to get 
people to forget?”

The Tories have been 
forced to make some 
limited concessions over 
undocumented migrants 
who have information 
concerning Grenfell. 

Now people who come 
forward can get indefinite 

leave to remain, albeit 
after jumping through 
hoops for five years. 

“We need to point 
to where we’ve 
had victories,” said 
Moyra Samuels from 
Justice4Grenfell. 

Crucially there is a 
need for unity among 
those fighting for justice. 

“It’s just about how 
we choose to fight this 
fight,” argued Tasha.

“In Justice4Grenfell 
we won’t be quiet. 
Other people want 
to go in a different 
direction to the same 

destination, that’s fine. 
“We need to keep it in 

the public eye and keep 
people talking about it. 

That’s why we’re 
doing meetings up and 
down the country.”

The fight for justice 
for the 96 Liverpool 
fans who died at 
Hillsborough has only 
recently seen results, 
after a decades-long war 
with the British state. 

If we want to see real 
justice—and ministers in 
the paying the price—the 
campaign will need to be 
united, and ferocious.

Bosses profit 
as people die

 THE FIRM that 
refurbished Grenfell 

Tower—Rydon—saw its 
profits rise by  
50 percent last year.

 They rose to  
£19 million. The salary 
of its highest-paid 
director also rose by  
8 percent to £459,000. 

The company was the 
principal contractor on 
the refurbishment that 
installed the flammable 
cladding onto the 
building. 

That cladding has 
been blamed by many as 
one of the key reasons 
why the fire spread as 
quickly as it did. 

A government-backed 
inquiry last December 
said the cladding 
appeared to have helped 
the fire spread more 
quickly. Now lawyers 
have advised that 
social landlords can sue 
contractors that installed 
flammable cladding 
to recoup the costs of 
having it removed. 

Sir Knight said 
cladding is safe

 THE government’s 
chief fire safety 

officer, Sir Ken Knight, 
signed off on cladding 
similar to that used on 
Grenfell as safe. 

Knight was appointed 
to the role after the 
Grenfell Tower fire. 

But in 2014 he signed 
a safety certificate for 
combustible cladding 
which approved it for 
use on “multi-storey” 
buildings. 

A Labour Party 
investigation discovered 
the certificate. 

Knight was previously 
the chairperson of a 
private fire testing firm. 

His appointment 
raises serious questions 
about whether the Tories 
have learnt any lessons 
from the deregulation 
of the fire safety and 
building regulation 
industries. 

What does justice mean 
for Grenfell campaigners?
Almost nine months on from the devastating Grenfell fire, Alistair Farrow 
looks at what activists are fighting for, and the challenges that they face 

 IN THE wake of the fire that 
tore through Grenfell Tower in 

west London on 14 June local resi-
dents were left reeling. 

“Everyone went from numb to 
being shocked, to hopeful, to weary 
and now we’re at anger,” Lancaster 
West resident Joe Delaney told 
Socialist Worker.

Now a real debate is going on over 
what justice for the dead would look 
like, and how to get it. 

“For me, justice is someone being 
held accountable for people dying,” 
Tasha Brade told Socialist Worker. 
She is one of the volunteers behind 
the Justice4Grenfell campaign. 

“It means someone holding their 
hands up and taking responsibility 
for it. No one’s done that yet.”

Pointing the finger at the culprits 
and exposing their guilt is crucial. 
But it can only be part of a broader 
reckoning.

The blame goes right to the top. 

Inquest
Eric Pickles was communities minis-
ter at the time of the inquest into the 
Lakanal House fire in 2009.

He only asked local authorities 
to retro-fit sprinklers rather than 
demand they do it. 

The people who made policy deci-
sions that allowed Grenfell to burn 
must be brought to justice. 

Pickles is just one Tory minister 
among many who did nothing to pre-
vent Grenfell from happening. They 
must all be put in the dock. 

Gavin Barwell was Tory housing 
minister from July 2016 until he lost 
his seat in the 2017 general election. 
He and his predecessors blocked a 
report warning of fire risks in tower 
blocks for four years.

The legacy must be that another 
Grenfell doesn’t happen again. The 
privatisation and deregulation of the 
construction and safety industries 
must be reversed.

“The government’s fire safety 
tests have shown there are about  
300 public buildings with flammable 
cladding on them,” said Tasha.

“Tens of thousands of people 
are going home, going to school 
and going to hospital wondering if 
that building is going to be another 
Grenfell Tower.”

It is clear the Tories have no inter-
est in holding those responsible to 
account. 

And what few avenues there were 
to hold those in office to account are 
being closed off.

Monthly Grenfell scrutiny com-
mittee meetings have been held so 
the people managing the response 
can answer to local residents. Now 
they are to be ditched and are to be 
replaced by drop-in sessions. 

People must be sent to jail for 
the choices that led to the fire. Who 

signed off on decisions to clad the 
building in flammable material? And 
why haven’t they been arrested yet?

Joe pointed out that changes to the 
scrutiny committee could be to do 
with the approaching local elections. 

“They’re realising the May election 
is getting closer and they need to do 
something,” he said.

On other pages...
Reclaim King the radical 
 >>Pages 14&15

JUSTICE4GRENFELL TOOK their challenge to parliament in February  Picture: Guy Smallman

Stormzy—May forgot Grenfell
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Train guards strike 
for safety and jobs
RMT UNION members on 
Southern rail struck on 
Monday in their fight against 
bosses’ plans to bring in 
driver only operation (DOO).

DOO removes the guard 
from the train and makes 
rail travel less safe and 
accessible. 

Workers on the Northern 
network are also planning to 
walk out against DOO on  
26 and 29 March. 

DLR workers won’t 
take attacks lightly
DOCKLANDS LIGHT Railway 
(DLR) workers in London 
are set to walk out for seven 
more days between 21 and 23 
March and 20 and 24 April.

Bosses are forcing them to 
work more than their agreed 
hours and not honouring shift 
agreements. 

The RMT union members 
also say that bosses 
miscalculated pay dates, 
meaning workers had to pay 
more tax. 

The cleaners and travel 
safe officers are employed 
by the KAD, the company 
which runs the DLR, and 
outsourcing company ISS.

Freedom Riders’ 
fourth birthday
SOUTH YORKSHIRE Freedom 
Riders and their supporters 
are preparing to celebrate 
their fourth birthday with a 
protest in Sheffield.

The Freedom Riders, 
by travelling on trains and 
refusing to pay, successfully 
fought to stop free local train 
travel being removed from 
older and disabled people.

Protesters plan to gather 
at Barnsley Interchange at 
10.30am on Monday  
26 March to travel to Sheffield. 

Memorial for two 
miners who died 
AROUND 200 people attended 
the annual memorial for Joe 
Green and Davey Jones at 
the Miners Hall Barnsley last 
Saturday. They were the two 
NUM union members who 
died on picket lines in the 
1984-5 Miners’ Strike. 

TUC union federation 
general secretary Frances 
O’Grady called for an inquiry 
into the police behaviour at 
the Orgreave coking plant.
George Arthur

Reject shoddy pay 
deal at Sainsbury’s
WORKERS AT Sainsbury’s are 
set to have their pay raised to 
£9.20 an hour, and £9.80 in 
London—but at the expense 
of paid breaks, bonuses and 
unsocial hours pay. 

Sainsbury’s has said it 
will offset workers’ losses 
by introducing a top-up 
payment, but only for an 
18 month period. The Unite 
union is urging its members 
to vote against the deal in a 
consultative ballot. 

Make privatisation 
history at museum 
by CANDY UDWIN, 

PRIVATISED WORKERS at the 
British Museum are fighting 
to keep their jobs after the 
collapse of outsourcing giant 
Carillion earlier this year.

British Museum workers 
struck against privatisation 
before Carillion took over 
support services five years 
ago.

Now after Carillion’s 
collapse they have been left 
keeping the museum running 
with no guarantees for their 
jobs, their conditions or their 
future.

British Museum managers 
will not meet with them.

Bosses claim that 
they can only speak to 
Carillion’s  administrators, 
PriceWaterhouseCooper. 

PCS, the largest union in the 
musuem, is demanding to meet 
new director Hartwig Fischer 
and that staff are brought back 
in house. 

PCS general secretary Mark 
Serwotka said, “Carillion is yet 

another example of the failings 
of privatisation.

“Once again profit has been 
put before vital public services 
and workers. 

“We have seen privateers 
walk away from failing 
contracts on our railways and 
the taxpayer having to pick up 

the mess they leave behind.”  
He will join a protest 

outside the museum 12:30-
1:30 pm on Tuesday of next 
week.
lSend a message of support 
and sign the petition at 
Support Ex-Carillion staff at 
British Museum on Facebook

Around 76 Balfour Beatty electricians at the Woolwich Crossrail station in south London 
struck last Wednesday. They are fighting to get project finishing bonuses of up to £5,000. 
Bosses responded by removing bonuses currently being paid to the electricians. They 
protested at Balfour Beatty’s London headquarters.  Picture: AlAn Kenny 

CONSTRUCTION 

Barry Gardiner 

CINEMA WORKERS 

Picturehouse walkout on 
International Women’s Day
PICTUREHOUSE cinema 
workers at the Ritzy in 
Brixton, south London 
struck on Tuesday.

 This follows strikes at 
four sites in London on 
International Women’s Day 
on Thursday of last week. 

Workers’ demands include 
the London Living Wage 
of £10.20 an hour and 
maternity, paternity and sick 
pay.

The members of the Bectu 
section of the Prospect union 
also want union recognition 
across all five sites. Currently 
bosses only recognise the 
union at the Ritzy.

Strikers protested outside 
the Picturehouse Central site 
in Piccadilly, central London, 
last Thursday. Kelly Rogers, 

a Bectu rep, said, “We are 
fighting for basic things 
that every single worker 
deserves.

“But this company would 
rather sack its staff than pay 
these very basic things.” 

Labour Party leader 
Jeremy Corbyn sent a 
message of support. “I fully 
support your campaign to 
be paid the real Living Wage 
and to tackle the injustices 
that you face,” it said. 

An employment tribunal 
began this week considering 
the case of three Bectu union 
representatives dismissed by 
Picturehouse last June.

The union believes these 
were unlawful and motivated 
by a desire to crush lawful 
trade union activity

CARILLION

A previous strike by outsourced PCS union members at the 
British Museum for the Living Wage  Picture: AlAn Kenny 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

‘Fracking ban is priority’, 
Labour says to activists
by SARAH BATES 

OVER 200 campaigners 
gathered at the Jobs and 
Climate conference in central 
London last Saturday. 

It was organised by the 
Campaign Against Climate 
Change Trade Union Group.

Activists at the conference 
celebrated recent victories 
against fracking. 

Many had come from anti-
fracking campaigns in the 
North West of England. 

A big focus was on how to 
take the arguments for climate 
jobs into the trade union 
movement.   

Barry Gardiner, Labour 
shadow minister for 
international development, 
said, “If I’m in government 
my top priority is banning 
fracking.” 

And he said his message to 
fracking bosses is, “Don’t say 
we didn’t warn you”. 

A session on climate 
refugees saw TUC union 
federation race relations officer 
Wilf Sullivan call on people 
to “take arguments head on” 
about immigration. 

Discussions centred on how 
to provide practical solidarity 
for migrants, alongside 
working toward a future where 
people are not forced to move 
because of climate change. 

ABORTION RIGHTS 

Campaigners vow to take 
on anti-abortion bigots
OVER 60 people attended a 
public meeting organised by 
Abortion Rights (AR) in central 
London last Saturday.  

There was a film showing of 
a powerful new documentary, 
Kind to Women, about the 
impact of the 1967 Abortion 
Act. 

 At the AR annual general 
meeting that followed, 
delegates passed a motion 
that called for pro-choice 
activists to build a large protest 
against a planned anti-abortion 
mobilisation. 

The anti abortion “March 
for Life” has called a protest in 

London for 5 May.  
The group, inspired by anti 

abortion forces in the US, had 
previously marched annually 
in Birmingham. 

But last year a pro-choice 
protest blocked their route and 
demanded they were no longer 
allowed to host their rally in 
the city centre.

 Abortion rights are being 
debated in Ireland and 
in Britain Tory MP Maria 
Caulfield has called for time 
limits to be halved.

At a time like this it’s vital 
that the anti abortion bigots 
are opposed.

FIGHTING THE CUTS 

March to stop closure of 
five nurseries in Salford 
ANTI-CUTS campaigners 
plan a march and rally to 
save all five council-run 
nurseries in Salford, Greater 
Manchester, on 24 March. 

Labour-run Salford council 
announced plans to start a 
consultation on the future of 
the nurseries last month. 

But council bosses backed 
off within days after a 
meeting of hundreds vowed 
to fight the cuts.

The Fight for the Five 
campaign, which includes 

parents, three local Labour 
MPs, councillors, nursery 
workers and their Unison 
union, has organised the 
demonstration.

The Labour council should 
guarantee the future of 
the nurseries and fight for 
more funding from the Tory 
government, not pass on 
their cuts. 
lJoin the march, Saturday 
24 March, 11am, Victoria Park, 
Manchester Road,  
Swinton, M27 4UR

UCU UNION ELECTIONS

UCU LEFT candidate Nita 
Sanghera has been elected 
vice president of the UCU 
university workers’ union. 

She was elected with 56 
percent of the vote.

Nita said the experience 
had been “humbling, exciting 
and extraordinary”.

She called for “powerful” 
action during her election 
campaign. 

A number of other 
UCU Left candidates were 
also elected onto the 
union’s national executive 
committee. They include 
Ioanna Ioannou, Margot Hill, 
Sean Wallis, Sean Vernell, 
Julia Roberts, Julie Hearn, 
Mark Abel, Sue Abbott, Pura 
Ariza and Jo McNeill.
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FIGHTING THE CUTS

 Newcastle sees big 
  march for the NHS
OV E R  1 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e 
marched against the Tories’ 
assault on the NHS in 
Newcastle last Saturday. 

The demonstration was 
organised by the North East 
People’s Assembly, trade 
unions and health campaigns.

It called for no cuts, no clo-
sures and no privatisation.

Campaigners celebrated 
their success at pushing 
back plans to slash services 
at South Tyneside District 
Hospital in South Shields. 

Health bosses had planned 
to shut inpatient stroke beds 
permanently and move the 
children’s and maternity emer-
gency services to Sunderland, 
eight miles away. 

Pressure
But pressure meant that the 
Labour-run councils decided 
to refer the decision to the 
Department of Health. 

Council lors at South 
Tyneside and Sunderland 
councils’ health and well-
being scrutiny committees 
will now have to ratify the 
decision.  

Emma Lewell-Buck, Labour 
MP for South Tyneside, said, 
“The fight for South Tyneside 
hospitals is a fight for all of 
this. No hospital is safe under 
this government’s watch—
there is an end game here 
and the end game is where 
our NHS no longer exists.”

The attacks are part of the 
Tories’ drive to push through 
the Sustainabi l i ty  and 
Transformation Plans (STPs). 

Carving England up into 44 
“footprints”, they aim to slash 
£22 billion from the NHS by 
2020/21 under the guise of 
improving patient care. 

Opposition from health 
campaigns pressured local, 
mainly Labour-run coun-
cils to come out against the 
STPs. The Tories have tried 

to get around this by trialling 
Accountable Care Systems in 
eight areas as part of the next 
phase. 

Marches like those in 
Newcastle show that there’s 
a mood to fight around the 
NHS now, not just wait for a 
change of government. 

nUNISON UNION mem-
bers working for Greater 
Manchester patient transport 
have voted by 100 percent 

for strikes on an 86 percent 
turnout.

Some of the workers are 
paid up to £2.40 an hour less 
than other similar workers, 
get fewer breaks and receive 
less sick pay.  That’s because 
around a third of workers 
were hired on worse terms 
when Arriva ran the service 
between 2013 and 2016.

Unison had not announced 
dates for action as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

BUS DRIVERS ANTI-FASCISM

Eleven days of bus strikes 
set for First in Aberdeen
HUNDREDS OF bus drivers 
in Aberdeen look set to 
bring the city to a halt in a 
battle to defend their jobs. 

Some 250 Unite union 
members are preparing for 
11 days of strikes against 
First Aberdeen bosses. 

They say bosses are 
trying to force them to sign 
new contracts on 1 April or 
lose their jobs. 

They are due to begin the 
strike on 16 March and walk 
out again on 19, 21 and  
23 March. 

The next wave of action 
is a strike lasting seven 
days from 25 March. 

Workers voted to strike 
over the new contracts by 
95 percent. Drivers say the 
contracts would mean cuts 
to holiday allowance, longer 

working hours and benefits 
being slashed.

A bus driver at a protest 
earlier this year said, “The 
conditions that we enjoy at 
the moment are going to be 
absolutely annihilated. 

“We enjoy quite good 
conditions which actually 
should be in a modern day 
workplace but they want 
to put it back to Victorian 
times.”

Mike Flinn, Unite branch 
convenor, said, “What the 
company wishes to do is 
take away the existing 
contract we have and bring 
out this brand new contract 
which has nothing in it. 

“It equates to about 
£6,000 a year for some 
of the drivers. It’s a lot of 
money to lose.”

MARCHERS KNOW we have to fight for the NHS now 

Protesters confronted Jobbik fascists  PiPI             Picture: Guy Smallman

WORKERS AT Connaught 
School for Girls in north east 
London struck on Tuesday 
in an escalating dispute over 
pay.

Paul is an NEU union rep 
at the school. “There was 
a great atmosphere again 
on the picket line,” he told 
Socialist Worker. “And we 
had more people striking.

“The trades council gave 
us a donation. 

“We had supporters from 
Redbridge NEU and Unite 

community union members.”
Workers plan two more 

three-day strikes after Easter 
if the issue isn’t resolved. 

Paul said, “We’ve got to 
escalate to win.” 

The NEU union members 
are demanding an Inner 
London pay rate as an Outer 
London school. Other schools 
in Waltham Forest borough 
already pay the rate.
lSend messages of support 
to pablophillips2007@yahoo.
co.uk

Solidarity on the Connaught School picket line

POSTAL WORKERS

Blizzard of attacks from 
Royal Mail in Scotland  
POSTAL WORKERS in Fife, 
Scotland, are considering 
a strike after bosses 
threatened to dock their pay.

Royal Mail bosses say 
workers who stayed home 
during recent dangerous 
blizzards will lose pay or 
holiday entitlement. 

Yet the Scottish 
government and police 
had warned people not to 
travel during the “red alert” 
weather warnings due to 
heavy snow.

Members of the CWU 
union have voted to apply 
for a strike ballot. 

CWU rep Gary Haldane 
from the Dunfermline 
delivery office said, “We as a 
union are not prepared to sit 
back and let Royal Mail treat 
us like this.

 “We’re hoping all the 
other branches will apply 
for a ballot as well and 
hopefully it will put enough 
pressure on Royal Mail not 
to dock our wages.”

nROYAL MAIL workers 
began voting this week on 
whether to accept a deal 
with bosses to end a major 
dispute over pensions, pay 
and conditions.

The proposed deal has 
seen bosses back away from 
big attacks on workers’ 
pensions and pay—thanks 
to a huge to vote to strike by 
CWU union members.

But the deal would still 
leave 100,000 workers with 
a worse pension scheme that 
leaves payouts at the mercy 
of the stock market. 

The deal would also 
mean a real terms pay cut, 
and trials of new working 
practices that could open 
the door to new attacks on 
conditions.

The ballot is set to end on 
28 March. 

The huge strike vote 
forced major concessions—
showing that strikes are the 
best way to defend pensions, 
pay and conditions.

BRENT

WORKERS AT Leopold 
Primary School in Brent, 
north west London, have 
voted for strikes over bullying 
and harassment. 

The NEU union members 
plan to strike for three days 
from next Tuesday. Some  
13 workers submitted formal 
grievances against the head 
teacher last autumn. 

They have still not been 
informed of the outcome. 

Several have been subject 
to disciplinary allegations.

The NEU has asked that 
the head be suspended on 
full pay until the complaints 
have been resolved. 
lMessages of support to  
hank.roberts@neu.org.uk

BARNSLEY

SCHOOL WORKERS in the  
NEU union at St Helen’s 
Primary Academy in Barnsley 
have voted for strikes. 

The strength of workers’ 
feeling was shown by a  
100 percent vote for strikes 
on a 91 percent turnout 

Staff at the school 
have had enough of the 
treatment handed out by 
Academies Enterprise Trust 
and are disgusted that the 
deputy head teacher has 
been suspended and faces 
possible dismissal.

A joint parent and staff 
meeting was due to be held 
on Wednesday this week to 
discuss how to proceed.
George Arthur

 No to Hungary’s fascists
CHANTS OF “Never again” 
rang out in front of the 
Millennium Hotel in west 
London as around 100  
anti-fascists protested 
against a Jobbik meeting 
last Friday.

The Hungarian fascist 
organisation had originally 
tried to organise a meeting 
with its leader Gabor Vona 
at King’s College London. 
But opposition forced 

management to pull the 
plug on it. About 80 fascists 
gathered at their back up 
venue.

Weyman Bennett from 
Unite Against Fascism told 
protesters, “Jobbik is not a 
normal organisation. 

“And we will not now stay 
silent as Hungarian fascists 
try to rebuild monuments to 
the fascists of the 1940s.”
lFull report bit.ly/jobbik0318

Waltham Forest pay fight 
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London lobby pressured a no vote  
THERE WAS deep 
anger outside the 
UCU headquarters on 
Tuesday morning as 
hundreds lobbied to 
oppose the deal.

Protesters chanted, 
“The strikes will go on,” 
and, “They say deficit—
we say bullshit.”

Mike from Exeter 
told the crowd, “120 
people emailed me 
last night saying we 
should reject the deal.

“I saw this deal and 
was confused. I thought 
we were winning.

“We have made the 
union a union with this 
strike. Graduate teaching 

assistants and hourly 
paid staff have 
made huge 
sacrifices.”

Des 
from 
Ruskin 
College said 
workers 
would be 
on the picket lines 
on Wednesday 
regardless of 
Tuesday’s decision.

Students who 
have occupied sent 
a joint message of 
support backing 
strikers and 
opposing the deal.

Carlo Morelli is 

a member of the UCU’s 
national executive 
committee and has 
been part of the 
negotiations. 

He told the lobby 
he would vote 
against the deal. 

“We want a 
defined benefit 

scheme,” 
he said.

Now 
the union 
leadership 
can be 
pressured 
to really 
wage a 
fight over 
pensions.

More online
For more on the UCU, go to 
bit.ly/2DmkElG

STRIKERS SNUB 
A ROTTEN DEAL 
by SADIE ROBINSON

UNIVERSITY workers have 
rejected a rotten pensions 
deal put together by the 
UCU union leadership and 
Universities UK bosses. 

UCU delegates voted the 
deal down at a meeting on 
Tuesday. Now the strikes will 
continue—and push for a far 
better deal.

This week workers at  
65 universities struck again 
against a devastating attack 
on their pensions that could 
lose them £10,000 a year in 
retirement. 

The previous strikes have 
been a great success. They 
have divided university 
vice-chancellors and united 
workers.

Then on Monday night a 
proposed deal emerged. It 
was a long way from what 
bosses originally wanted. 

But it would have meant 
workers paying higher con-
tributions, and getting less in 
retirement. 

It also stated that the UCU 
would “encourage” members 
to “prioritise the rescheduling 
of teaching” that was can-
celled during strikes. It could 
also have meant that after 

three years there could be a 
new (and worse) scheme.

Any attack on the present 
scheme accepts the bosses’ 
lie that there’s a deficit that 
needs to be dealt with by 
workers paying more.

The deal led to a storm of 
revolt. Judith, joint equali-
ties rep at the Institute of 
Education, was on a picket 
line on Tuesday. 

“I’ve never been so angry,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 

“The deal accepts the alleged 
deficit. But we’ve shown the 
deficit is constructed.

“And the idea that we have 
to reschedule lectures goes 
against fundamental princi-
ples of industrial action.”

Tony is branch secretary 
at University College London 
(UCL). “The email corre-
spondence I had overnight 
was ten to one against,” he 
said.

Striker Ioanna said, “We’ve 

picketed in the snow and the 
rain for ten days. We want a 
clear victory.”

The pressure told. A meet-
ing of UCU delegates voted 
overwhelmingly to reject the 
deal, and this was then con-
firmed by the union’s higher 
education committee. 

Saladin, the UCL delegate 
told a crowd outside the 
meeting, “It was basically 
unanimous to reject the deal. 
No one in the room could 
stand up and defend it.”

The strikes were set to 
continue all this week, and 
the union has notified the 
employers of another 14 days 
of strikes in the future.

The battle is on to turn this 
rejection of a bad deal into a 
crushing victory. 

That  means defending 
the pension scheme that p 
resently exists.

University strikers need 
to build on the organisation 
they have shown this week.

And they deserve the full 
support of every trade unionist 
and everyone who wants to 
see the Tories defeated.

OUTSIDE THE lobby on Tuesday  Picture: Guy Smallman

Mass meetings rejected leadership’s deal 
THE REJECTION of 
the deal was fuelled 
by dozens of meetings 
at universities across 
Britain on Tuesday.

Over 300 at a meeting 
in Manchester voted 
unanimously against the 
deal. Newcastle university 
voted 183 to zero to reject. 

In Sheffield UCU union 
members voted 350 to 
zero the same way. 

In Glasgow the 
university president said 
that a meeting had voted 
150 to zero against. 

In Leeds around 200 
people met and voted 
no. One participant said, 
“There were people 
leaning in through the 
windows to take part”. 

Malcolm said, “It was 
the most amazing union 
meeting I’ve ever been to.”

In Cambridge a 
meeting of 200 voted to 
reject and then sent a 
message of solidarity to 
students occupation. 

An emergency meeting 
in Cardiff which voted 
against the deal had 

to be held outside.
In all Socialist Worker 

knows of at least 45 
meetings that voted no 
and none that voted yes.

This sort of rank 
and file democracy, 
participation and militancy 
is hugely welcome. 

It is the way to 
renew our unions. Striker Rodolfo

Workers voting against the deal in Newcastle
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