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Take to the streets 
against the racists

Protests against ‘Football Lads’ groups in 
London and Manchester >>Page 6

Celebrating 200 years 
of Karl Marx

Why understanding the world in order to change 
it remains key for socialists  >>Pages 14&15
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 WELCOME
 MIGRANTS

EDUCATION

Standing in the 
way of privatised 
schools in Newham
AN INSPIRING battle in 
east London has breathed 
new life into the fight 
against academies.

This week saw a victory 
and a setback in Newham 
schools over academies. 

But the struggle has 
transformed union groups—
and the fight to defend 
education will continue. 
>>Pages 17&19

FRANCE

Paris in 1968 
---when strikes 
shook the state
THE STORY of what 
happened in France in May 
1968 is a reminder never to 
despair about the potential 
of workers to resist.

Fifty years ago this month 
workers in France waged 
a struggle that shook the 
government and the state. 

They showed that workers 
can change the world.
>>Pages 10&11

PROTEST

Take to the streets 
against racist 
Donald Trump
DONALD TRUMP is coming to 
Britain on Friday 13 July  
and he will face mass 
protests wherever he goes. 

Protests, workplace actions, 
blockades and occupations 
can feed into the rebellion.

It can feed the confidence 
of people in the US to fight. 
>>Page 20
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lSIX INMATES have died 
in the privately run HMP 

Birmingham since the start of the 
year, prison bosses have confirmed. 

One death was reportedly from 
natural causes and five are under 
investigation. 

The prison, run by G4S, 
recorded seven deaths in 2017.

Number of people going to 
hospital for hunger  triples 
THE NUMBER of people who are 
so malnourished they have to go to 
hospital has more than tripled in the 
last ten years.

Last year 8,417 patients were treated 
for malnutrition—compared with just 
2,702 in 2008.

Of those admitted in 2017, 143 were 
under the age of nine and another 238 
were aged between ten and 19.

In another shock statistic, the number 
of people in hospital with scurvy, from 
a lack of vitamin C, has doubled in the 
same period from 61 to 128 cases.

The figures for hospitals in England 
by NHS Digital show just the tip of the 
iceberg as GPs have been treating thou-
sands more for malnutrition without 
referring them to hospital.

Research by the Trussell Trust, 
Britain’s biggest food bank organiser, 
showed that one in five parents skipped 
meals to make sure their children were 
fed.

More struggle to feed their families 
during the school holidays.

The Food Foundation think tank 

calculates that four million people 
in Britain regularly go a day without 
meals.

The research put the UK below 
Hungary, Estonia and Malta in the 
bottom half of European countries suf-
fering moderate levels of hunger.

Scurvy can strike if you go for months 

with a deficiency of vitamin C, which is 
found in fruit and veg. 

lCHILDREN AS young as six are 
being asked to revise for Sats tests 

next month and take practice papers 
home. The tests are taken in Year 2 and 
Year 6, at the end of infant and primary 
school respectively.

Teachers say, however, that even 
infant school children are expected to 
revise for the tests, which became harder 
under reforms introduced in 2014.

Three fifths of teachers said their 
school held mock Key Stage 1 Sats, 
taken by six and seven year olds, 
according to a survey by the National 
Education Union.

And three quarters said that prepa-
ration for Sats in Year 6 squeezed out 
other parts of the curriculum. 

A third said that this was also the 
case in Year 2. Three in ten of the 500 
respondents said their school expected 
Year 2 children to revise for Sats, with 
one in 12 running after-school revision 
classes—for six year olds.

lMICHAEL GOVE is mulling over 
a ban on the boiling of live 

lobsters.  
   One disgruntled Tory said “It’s 
Michael’s latest crusade to woo the 
luvvies in his blatant leadership 
bid.”  
   But Troublemaker continues  
to think he is a still shellfish  
bastard.

No way out of private 
rent for third of people
UP TO a third of young 
people face living 
in private rented 
accommodation all 
their lives, a new report 
by the Resolution 
Foundation has found.

Some 40 percent of 
those born between 
1980 and 1996—were 
living in rented housing 
by the age of 30.

That was twice as 
many as those born 
between 1965 and 1980.

The Foundation’s Home 
Improvements report 
said “generation rent” 
needed much more help. 

It called for more 
affordable homes to 
be built, as well as 
better protection for 
those who rent.

According to the report 
although renting is 
often a choice for people 
who have few ties, the 
private rented sector is 
“far less fit for purpose” 
for parents because of 
a lack of security.  

The report reveals 
that a record 1.8 million 
families with children 
rent privately, up from 
600,000 15 years ago.

Some actual council 
houses would help.

100 investigations 
into abuse case cops 
THERE ARE nearly 
100 investigations into 
the police response 
to allegations of 
child sexual abuse 
in Rotherham. 

The Independent 
Office for Police Conduct 
said it was overseeing 98 
investigations at the  
start of April.

This compares 
with 62 at the same 
time last year. 

The IOPC said 45 
of the inquiries have 
been completed, and 
that 33 current and 
former cops are still 
being investigated. 

It has identified 
potential misconduct 
by officers.

A recent book 

by one survivor, 
Sammy Woodhouse, 
highlighted repeated 
police failings to act 
on evidence of abuse. 

She said her  
abuser seemed 
“invisible” to 
some officers.

“I understood that he 
had friends in the  
police, and that some 
of them must have 
been looking out for 
us,” she wrote.
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Michael Gove

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘They are 
basically 
Remainer names’
Robert Peston, ITV’s  
political editor, thought there 
must be a coded message 
in the new royal scrounger’s 
names

‘Amber Rudd is 
in a surprisingly 
strong position, 
because the PM 
can’t afford to 
lose her’
John Rentoul in the 
Independent newspaper the 
day she resigned 

‘Actually the 
latest leaked 
letter supports 
Rudd’
The Daily Mail’s Dan Hodges  
five hours before she resigned

‘He’s very  
thick-skinned’
The US ambassador explains 
why Donald Trump will be ok 
with protests against his visit 
in July

‘When I was 
home secretary, 
yes, there were 
targets in terms 
of removing 
people from the 
country’
Prime Minister for now, 
Theresa May defends her 
hostile environment for 
migrants

Wakey wakey
OFFICIALS HAVE rejected 
a petition to 10 Downing 
Street that would mean 
“instant dismissal” for 
MPs who doze off during 
debates. 

“We the people do not 
pay the wages of MPs so 
we can watch them sleep,” 
writes the petitioner. Why 
was the plan rejected? 
“We’re not sure exactly 
what you’d like the 
government or parliament 
to do,” is the official reply. 
“We’re not sure exactly 
how you would like this to 
work.” 

No train? So 
get a bus
A RAIL enthusiast has 
kept a diary of services 
in his local area—and 
found that more than 
half are cancelled or 
delayed. Tim Brown 
kept a diary of a week’s 
services due to end or 
pass through Worcester 
Shrub Hill station.

He found that 164 
out of 379 scheduled 
services were either 
more than ten minutes 
late or cancelled 
altogether. 

Meanwhile train 
boss Charles Horton, 
answering complaints, 
stunned commuters by 
telling them they had an 
alternative to delayed 
and packed Govia 
Thameslink Railway 
services. He told people 
they could get a bus.

Always keep 
the receipts 
A PEER must give back 
£15,757 following a travel 
expenses investigation.

Lord Bassam of 
Brighton quit as Labour 
Lord’s chief whip.

Rather than use his 
£36,366 a year allowance 
to cover a London home 
or hotel bills, he travelled 
to and from Brighton 
and claimed an extra 
£6,400 a year for train 
tickets and cab fares.

An inquiry found Lord 
Bassam’s belief he could 
claim both was wrong 
but “understandable” 
due to a lack of clarity 
in guidelines.

Lord Bassam of expenses

Sammy Woodhouse



Labour right mourns exit
AS PRESSURE mounted on 
Amber Rudd last week, a handful 
of Labour MPs rushed to her 
defence.

Just hours after Rudd resigned 
Lisa Nandy—an MP from the 
party’s “soft left”—said, “Too 
many people gleefully 
celebrating the Home 
Secretary’s resignation 
are doing us no favours.”

She strangely accused 
them of “inhumanity” 
and creating a 
“destructive, sour 
political culture”.

MPs who have led 
the attacks on Jeremy 
Corbyn over false claims 
of antisemitism also 

defended racist Rudd before her 
resignation. 

Jess Phillips said, “I actually 
feel for Amber Rudd.” And John 
Woodcock said Labour had 
“common ground” with Rudd, 
adding, “We should be careful 

what we wish for.”
It was worrying that 

shadow home secretary 
Diane Abbott told Good 
Morning Britain on 
Monday that the problem 
was not deportation 
targets but that the 
Tories were too general.

She added there should 
instead be more specific 
targets for removing 
illegal immigrants.

PRO-CHOICE
Women’s 
right to 
choose
ABORTION RIGHTS activists 
will March for Choice in 
London this Saturday. They 
are taking action against the 
anti-choice bigots behind the 
“March for Life” conference 
and demonstration. 

The group has roots in 
the US, where its sister 
organisation is backed by 
sexist president Donald 
Trump. It is not only 
against abortion but also 
contraception and sex 
education. 

Sessions on the day 
include some given by 
Society for the Protection of 
Unborn Children (Spuc). 

One meeting is called 
“Abortion Decriminalisation—
taking abortion to the back 
street.” Spuc has been at the 
forefront of harrasing women 
at abortion clinics.

Last year’s “March for 
Life” demonstration was 
partly stopped by hundreds 
of pro-choice activists. 

Abortion Rights called on 
people to “stand up for our 
rights to safe, legal abortion.”

This takes place against 
a backdrop of the Irish 
abortion referendum on  
25 May on whether to repeal 
or retain the 8th Amendment 
to the Constitution, which 
bans women from having 
abortions. 

Bigots who intimidate 
women, and campaign to 
restrict a woman’s right 
to choose need to be 
challenged. 

Abortion should be free, 
legal and on demand, not 
subject the whims of the 
anti-abortion lobby. 
Sarah Bates
Join the March for Choice,  
Sat 5 May, 1pm, Parliament Sq, 
London SW1P 3BD

 Rudd deported from front  
 bench as Tories crumble
by CHARLIE KIMBER

ONE TORY racist down, many 
more to go—including Theresa 
May.

Home secretary Amber Rudd’s res-
ignation on Sunday night was a vic-
tory for anti-racists. She could not 
ride out the outrage over the attacks 
on the Windrush Generation and the 
wider assault on migrants.

Rudd is the fifth cabinet minister 
to resign from the frontbench over 
the last six months. 

Her claims not to know about 
deportation targets fell apart after a 
letter was published with her writing 
of “ambitious but deliverable” goals 
for an increase in the enforced depor-
tation of immigrants.

Rudd was implementing the policy 
of the previous home secretary—
Theresa May—and the racist policy 
of the entire Tory government.

The Tories thought that playing 
the race card would win them sup-
port. Instead it has revealed that mil-
lions of people can be won to solidar-
ity with migrants.

Rudd’s departure is only one 
aspect of a triple crisis for May.

Socialist Worker went to press 
before the English local elections. 

The Tories looked set to do badly, 
although because Labour already 
holds a large number of the seats 
being contested, it is hard to be cer-
tain in advance. 

Were the Tories to lose one of 
more of its key councils in London 
then the revolt against May would 
grow.

And the pressure of Brexit is una-
voidable. May’s method has been to 
postpone decisions and make conces-
sions to the European Union gradu-
ally in the hope that the more vocal 
pro-Brexit MPs don’t call for her 
head.

But the issue of the government’s 
attitude to a customs union with the 

European Union after Brexit next 
March is looming. 

Big business wants as few barriers 
to trade as possible. But any compre-
hensive agreement with the EU will 
mean the British government won’t 
be able to negotiate its own trade 
deals with countries outside the EU.

That’s a key issue of “national free-
dom” for the Tory Brexiteers. 

The Tories were defeated on this 
issue in the House of Lords last week, 
and then in the Commons where 
MPs approved a non-binding motion  
without a vote. 

The Daily Mail on Monday tore 
into the House of Lords and then 
said that “the greatest betrayal of all 

will come from Eurofanatical Tory  
backbenchers in the Commons” if 
they don’t vote to press on regardless.

Brexit secretary David Davis was 
reported to be on the point of resign-
ing at the weekend because of a rift 
over the customs union.

May’s regime is on the rocks. 
It’s crucial that this moment is not 
missed and that anti-racists push for 
all migrants to be welcome. 

This is the time to go on the offen-
sive—and drive the Tories out.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Rudd’s out because of her 
reaction to the Windrush scandal
lShe denied knowing anything 
about targets for deportations 
lBut a leaked memo shows she 
knew about targets 
lShe then claimed they were 
local, not national figures
lNow she’s been caught out 
again by promising Theresa May 
“ambitious but deliverable”forced 
deportation numbers 
lIt’s a result that Rudd is gone, 
but racist May needs to go too

Lisa Nandy

RUDD IS gone—let’s get the other racists now  

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 
news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  Activists reject false 
antisemitism claims
bit.ly/LabourAntisemitism

2  Vote Labour and  
organise action too
bit.ly/LabourAction

3 Join the protests 
against the FLA
bit.ly/FLAProtest

4 “Institutional racism” 
deaths in custody
bit.ly/DeathsCustody

5 Get ready to protest 
when Trump comes
bit.ly/ProtestDTrump

NEWS 3
Socialist Worker 2 May 2018



Protesters 
ratchet up 
pressure on 
Tories over 
Windrush
by ALISTAIR FARROW

THE RESIGNATION of home sec-
retary Amber Rudd hasn’t ended 
the pressure on Theresa May and 
the Tories.

The Tories were heavily criticised 
inside parliament on Monday as an 
emergency motion on the Windrush 
scandal was discussed.

Newly appointed home secre-
tary Sajid Javid claimed he would 
treat Windrush Generation migrants 
“fairly”. But he said nothing concrete 
about what this would mean.

Outside over 100 people rallied 
in solidarity with migrants. Shadow 
home secretary Diane Abbott 
addressed the crowd. 

“The Windrush Generation has 
been treated shamefully,” she said. 
“It was not a random thing—it was 
a direct consequence of the ‘hostile 
environment’ and the policies pur-
sued by the Tory government and 
others for many decades.”

People who have been targeted 
by the Home Office joined the pro-
test. Harold has been in Britain for 
over 30 years. He lost his passport  
20 years ago and was told by the 
Home Office they had no record of 
him.

“My close friends in Jamaica died 
and I couldn’t go to their funerals,” 
he told Socialist Worker. “It was 
heartbreaking.

“Theresa May needs to go as well 
as Amber Rudd. She was the one 
working in the Home Office and 
she is responsible. She is a racist 
person.”

Elsewhere in Britain people 
 protested against the government. 
In Oxford, for example, 100 people 
came out.  

Detainee
Former detainee Yvonne Williams—
who was only released from Yarl’s 
Wood detention centre last Friday—
slammed the government for 
 treating people “like dogs”.

Rudd had been implementing the 
policy of the previous home secre-
tary—May—and the racist policy of 
the entire Tory government.

With Rudd gone, there is no one 
else who can take the blame on 
May’s behalf. 

The outrage at the Windrush scan-
dal can feed into a movement which 
can claim more scalps. It can also win 
justice and guarantees for migrants.

Protesters in parliament square 
heard from the teachers’ NEU 
union joint general secretary Kevin 
Courtney. He argued that Theresa 
May’s “hostile environment” was 
designed to do far more than intim-
idate undocumented migrants.

Stoking
He said that it was “a message to rac-
ists” that it is alright to tell migrants 
to go home. “She was stoking up 
racism when she did that.”

He argued that migrants shouldn’t 
be divided up into the deserving 
and the undeserving, and said EU 
migrants also “need to be allowed 
to stay”.

Labour MEP Claude Moraes told 
Socialist Worker, “The Windrush 
generation is not a one off. 
Immigration removal centres are a 
scandal as well, for instance. There 
needs to be more comprehensive 
reform of the immigration system.”

Abbott argued for people “to cam-
paign until we get a fair, equal and 
non-racist immigration system.”

The protests must continue until 
the Tories are pushed from office.

PEOPLE PROTESTED outside parliament on Monday Picture: Guy Smallman

Sajid Javid is no friend of May—
but he won’t stop deportations
ALL ROADS into the Windrush 
scandal lead back to Theresa 
May.

“Amber Rudd has fallen on 
Theresa May’s sword,” tweeted 
Labour MP Emma Dent Coad.

More demonstrations are an 
essential part of building the 
pressure on May and the Tories. 

A protest has been called for 
this Saturday outside parliament.

The torturous, slow-motion 
political death of Rudd—five 
apologies and clarifications—
shows how reluctant May was 
to get rid of her key ally and 
bullet-catcher. But despite the 
sacrifice, the pressure is not off 
May now.

Sajid Javid was the obvious 
choice as home secretary, but he 
is not May’s ally. He was under 
the wing of George Osborne 
when the latter was chancellor. 

Writing on the Conservative 
Home website Paul Goodman 
argues that Javid’s “approach 
to migration is instinctively 
liberal—or, to put it more 
accurately, business-friendly.”

Javid will be less willing to act 

as a human shield for May. He 
campaigned for the removal of 
Theresa May’s chiefs of staff Nick 
Timothy and Fiona Hill, and has 
rebelled against her on a number 
of occasions. 

He has already backed away 
from the use of the phrase 
“hostile environment”.

“It’s not just about personnel 
change, it’s also about action,” 
he said on Monday. 

But the policy of deportations, 
harsh racist laws and prison-like 
detention centres remains.

His appointment means May is 
more exposed, not less. 

Now is the time to increase the 
pressure on May and the Tories. 
That means demanding more 
protections for all migrants—not 
just people who have the right 
forms.  

Reacting to the news of Javid’s 
appointment Diane Abbott said, 
“The change in home secretary 
will mean nothing unless Theresa 
May’s ‘hostile environment’ 
policy is finally brought to an 
end.”

That’s right. But it will take 
more than words to shift the 
Tories further. 

The Windrush crisis, coupled 
with Tory divisions over Brexit 
and the enraged reaction to a 
Trump visit could spell the end 
for May and the Tories.

Tory racism targets NHS
DETAILS OF the 
reality of the “hostile 
environment” for 
“illegal” migrants that 
Theresa May created 
continue to emerge.

One of the memos 
that brought down 
Rudd discusses 
Operation Perceptor 
which involves 
arresting and 
deporting people on 
the same day.

A memo also 
outlines how “we 
have undertaken an 
intense programme 
of activity with the 
top 20 ‘highest risk’ 
NHS trusts to improve 
their ability to identify 
chargeable patients. 

“Our Local 
Partnership managers 
visited trusts to 
support frontline 
NHS staff to establish 
robust immigration 
status checking 
systems.”

Sixteen of these 
trusts agreed systems 
to “prevent upfront 
access to healthcare 
to which illegal 

immigrants are not 
entitled.”

The racist approach 
to the NHS crisis is 
still in place. 

The NHS Employers 
organisation said 
last week that 400 
visas for doctors to 
work in Britain had 
been refused since 
December.

The Evening 
Standard newspaper 
said on Tuesday that 
May had personally 
intervened to prevent 
the doctors from 
coming here.

And 35 NHS trusts 
accused immigration 
officials of putting 
patient safety at risk 

by blocking visas for 
around 100 Indian 
doctors who were 
offered jobs in the 
health service

The scheme the 
Indian doctors would 
have come to Britain 
under—“earn, learn 
and return”—means 
workers come to 
Britain for three years 
and then have to 
leave. 

This is scandalous 
in itself. Migrants are 
used to plug staff 
shortages created by 
government cuts. 

They are then told 
to get out after they 
have served their 
purpose. 

Socialist Worker  2 May 2018

FIGURE IT OUT

27,331
people were forced into detention 
centres between June 2016 and 
June 2017, according to Home 
Office statistics 

22,287
people were deported in the 
same year

2,138
people were locked up in 
detention centres in June 2017

On other pages...
Windrush scandal shows how 
‘Britishness’ stinks >>Page 6

Tory splits—Sajid Javid

KNOW YOUR 
ENEMY
Sajid Javid 
New home secretary

SAJID Javid’s supporters have 
made much of the fact he is a 
second generation migrant, the 
first BAME person to be home 
secretary, and from a working 
class background.

But he was also a top business 
figure at Deutsche Bank, where 
he was paid around £3 million a 
year. 

As an MP he has voted  
16 times against a bankers’ bonus 
tax and “didn’t know” about 
a Deutsche Bank tax-evasion 
scheme.

He voted for all the elements 
of the “hostile environment” 
strategy. This included extending 
the power to deport people 
before appeal on human rights 
grounds. 

In 2016 Javid voted against 
requiring rented homes to be fit 
for human habitation. 

As communities secretary he 
utterly failed the survivors of the 
Grenfell fire.

Border guards arrest a migrant

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

USE WINDRUSH FURY TO 
TURN TIDE OVER RACISM 

 T
HERESA MAY and her 
cabinet of millionaires 
face a huge political 
crisis. We have to make 
sure that this moment 

becomes a turning point in the 
battle against the government and 
against all forms of racism.

There are real obstacles to 
confront, as victims of the “hostile 
environment” policy spearheaded 
by May while she was home 
secretary have made clear. 

Sarah O’Connor moved 
to Britain from Jamaica and 
was nearly bankrupted by her 
treatment by the authorities. 

She said the Tories had “ignited 
the fire of racism again”.

“I grew up with the National 
Front around my area,” she said. “I 
thought those attitudes had been 
stamped out. The Home Office 
attitude has been—send them 
back.”

Rudd’s removal and the Tories’ 
crisis are a sign of the potential to 
fight against racism.

The level of anger over 
Windrush shows that the Tories 
misjudged people’s acceptance of 
their racist laws. Their certainty 
that racism would strengthen the 
right has been shattered. 

Of course, many people still 

agree with some deportations and 
immigration controls. 

But when posed with the 
concrete situation of the cruel 
treatment of the Windrush 
Generation, people were 
disgusted and some fought back. 

It’s led to a huge layer of people 
identifying with the plight of 
migrants, and many knowing that 
this was about racism, not just 
incompetence.

The Windrush scandal must 
become a watershed moment for 
the fight against racism. 

That’s not automatic—it 
takes discussion, argument and 
campaigning.

We need more campaigns for 
the rights of EU nationals, for the 

detainees in Yarl’s Wood, Dungavel 
and elsewhere and against all 
immigration controls. 

The argument must be about 
ceasing forced deportations all 
together, not that the state is 
removing too many people, or the 
wrong “type” of migrant.

We need to further develop 
Stand Up To Racism as a mass 
anti-racist campaign.

And we need to stop the 
growth of both state racism and 
the street army of the Football 
Lads Alliance and its offshoots.

The crisis for May is just the 
latest in a series of scandals to hit 
her government since she lost her 
majority a year ago. 

Real struggle can finish off her 
rotten government. 

Much of the publicity this week 
will be about the local elections. 
But voting, although important, 
won’t drive out the Tories.

Every protest, every 
demonstration, every strike can 
have a much bigger echo because 
of the gap opened up by the 
Windrush scandal. It’s time to go 
on the offensive.

It’s up to the trade unions, 
the Labour Party and activists 
everywhere to make as much of 
this moment as possible.

A STUNT TO STOKE WAR
 IN A strange and dramatic 

speech on Monday, Israeli prime 
minister Binyamin Netanyahu 

revealed Iran’s evil plan.
Whipping black sheets from a 

book shelf, Netanyahu unveiled 
what he said were 110,000 
documents supposedly stolen 
from Iran in a daring overnight 
heist.

Turning to a power-point 
presentation, he described what 
he claimed was evidence of Iran’s 
secret nuclear-missile building 
programme.

All of Netanyahu’s information 
has been publicly available for 
several years. But that didn’t 
matter. 

The real point of the speech 
was to encourage US president 
Donald Trump to ditch a deal with 
Iran, signed in 2015, and return to 
sanctions and conflict.

Hours before his speech, Israeli 
missiles struck a base in Syria 
killing some 27 people, most of 
them Iranians. It was the latest in 
a stream of attacks launched by 
Israel in recent months.

Behind the showmanship, 
Netanyahu is toying with the 
threat of a war on Iran in Syria—
and he wants the US to back him.

Trump keeps threatening to 
ditch the deal—which is up for 
renewal on 12 May.

It’s a sign that, weeks after the 
US bombed the Syrian regime, the 
possibility of a devastating war 
between competing powers over 
the Middle East remains.

The people who suffer the 
most in this conflict are ordinary 
people across the Middle East.

Anger shows the 
Tories misjudged 
people’s 
acceptance of 
their racist laws

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
YURI PRASAD
ANALYSIS 

 Windrush shows how  
 ‘Britishness’ stinks
THE WINDRUSH scandal has revealed a stinking, 
festering hypocrisy at the heart of “Britishness”.

For decades immigrants and their children have been 
scolded by politicians and the like for failing to “fit in” with 
the culture and values of this country. If we were excluded, 
marginalised and segregated, it was our own fault—we had 
failed to integrate, they insisted.

Now we find that even those who have jumped through 
all their hoops are still considered not British enough.

People who came to Britain from its former colonies in 
the post-war years have passed every integration test set for 
them—and more. 

They sweated in the dirtiest jobs, reared their children in 
the worst housing, and sent them to schools that regularly 
mistreated and excluded them. 

And, despite all the hardships and abuse, they maintained 
their belief that they were citizens—and accordingly had 
rights that should be respected.

Subsequent generations jumped over all manner of racist 
hurdles to be accepted as British. Yet when they say they are 
from London or Birmingham, they are still asked, “Yeah, but 
where are you really from?” 

The sad truth is that no amount of integration into British 
society was ever going to be enough.

It doesn’t matter to the Home Office whether you speak 
excellent English or have generations of family here. It 
doesn’t matter whether you have lots of white British family, 
friends and neighbours, or you have worked hard and paid 
taxes all your life. 

You can even have represented Britain in the international 
sporting arena.

None of it means anything. It can all be wiped away at the 
stroke of an immigration officer’s pen.

For the much of the mainstream, this state of affairs is 
deeply wrong. Windrush is a scandal because the wrong 
immigrants are being targeted.

In their minds, they have constructed a vision of a “good 
immigrant” and a “bad immigrant”. The “good immigrant” 
has assimilated, they are “like us”. The “bad immigrant” isn’t. 
The “bad immigrant” is an “illegal”. 

Customs
Maybe they have fled to Britain, crossing the channel 
underneath a truck carrying little more than the clothes they 
stand up in. Probably they know little English and, with 
their bewildered look, they seem totally unaware of British 
customs and culture.

“The bad immigrant” has nothing to contribute to our 
society—they can never fit in, we’re told.

This depiction of the recently arrived will be familiar to 
anyone who came to this country in the 1950s and 1960s, 
and who are today lauded by the right as, “one of us”. It’s 
exactly what they heard when they landed in the docks of 
Tilbury and Southampton all those years ago.

It’s undoubtedly what the Asian strikers at the Grunwick 
plant heard in 1976 as they walked out on picket lines. Their 
action was to galvanise tens of thousands of white workers 
into giving solidarity and today is rightly hailed a turning 
point in labour history. 

It showed that white workers can be decisively broken 
from backward prejudices.

Years of similar struggles in workplaces, schools and the 
streets ultimately transformed both the arriving immigrants 
and the working class they joined into a new, multiracial 
force. 

Together they forged a new culture, and transformed 
Britain—from the food people eat, the music they listen 
to, the clothes that they wear, their relationships and their 
communities.

The very notion of “Britishness” is designed to disrupt that 
process. It drives a wedge into the working class. It says to all 
those who qualify that you are a superior breed, and that you 
will be accorded status as a result.

And it teaches those left out that they can rely only on 
each other for assistance.

Happily, for the Windrush Generation, it is the tradition of 
struggle that has won out. 

Class solidarity, not nationalism, supplies the groundswell 
of support for those demanding justice. 

NAZI TOMMY Robinson on an FLA protest in October, which was opposed by anti-racists (below)  Pictures: Guy smallman

 Anti-racist mobilisations can  
 push back the FLA and DFLA
by SARAH BATES

ANTI-RACISTS ARE pre-
paring to take to the streets 
against racists and fascists 
in London this week. 

The racist Democratic 
Footbal l  Lads Al l iance 
(DFLA) plans to protest in 
Whitehall this Sunday. 

Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) have called a 
counter mobilisation. 

The DFLA is a splinter 
group from the Football Lads 
Alliance (FLA), which plans 
to march in Manchester on 
19 May. 

Now Tommy Robinson, ex-
English Defence League (EDL) 
leader, appears to be effec-
tively in charge of the DFLA. 

He has reached out to right 
wing groups to draw them 
into collaboration with the 
DFLA, and said he wants FLA 
members to join Sunday’s 
demonstration. 

Last week he posted a video 
of him interviewing Gerard 
Batten, Ukip’s new leader.

Elections
This shows that Batten is 
happy to be seen with far 
right figures. 

If, as expected, Ukip does 
poorly in this week’s local 
elections, some of its mem-
bers may increasingly turn to 
the streets.

In preparation for the 
demonstration, Robinson 
launched a series of “day for 

freedom” promo videos that 
featured Nazis and racists. 

One of these was right wing 
blogger “Count Dankula”. He 
was fined £8,000 for teach-
ing his dog to make a Nazi 
salute when he made antise-
mitic comments. 

Another  was Lauren 
Southern, a Canadian far 
right blogger who was 
refused entry to Britain when 
she tried to meet Robinson in 
March.

There was also Anne Marie 
Waters, leader of the For 
Britain party, who was judged 
to be too racist for Ukip. 

Robinson is keen to draw 
in as many right wing ele-
ments as possible to his side. 

The demonstrations in May 
are an attempt to pull together 
elements of the far right. 

They are  not  about 
defending “freedom of 
speech”, or commemorating 
the anniversary of the 
Manchester terrorist attack. 

Pull
The protests are a con-
certed effort to increase 
Islamophobia and racism. 
And they will be an opportu-
nity for the Nazis at the centre 
of these mobilisations to pull 
people to their politics. 

It is absolutely necessary to 
oppose them on the streets. 

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell  has backed 
the counter-protest  in 
Manchester on 19 May. 

There is a big audience 
for anti-racist ideas and the 
potential to create broader 
anti-racist mobilisations.

Mass mobilisations have 
previously broken the back 
of the racist street move-
ments led by groups such as 
the EDL. 

This has forced Robinson 
and other Nazis to try and 
find new formations to latch 
onto and push their vile 
racism. More mobilisations 
can make sure they fail.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

JOIN THE PROTESTS 

lSunday 6 May 
2-5pm, Downing Street, 
London

lSaturday 19 May 
11am, Piccadilly Gardens, 
Manchester 
Go to bit.ly/6Maydemo and bit.ly/19Maydemo for more details. 

Called by Stand Up To Racism and Unite Against Fascism
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 McDonald’s  
 is not all  
 powerful,  
 says striker
A walkout over pay and contracts 
at McDonald’s won widespread 
support, reports Alistair Farrow

MCDONALD’S WORKERS struck 
for a second helping of wages and 
union recognition on Tuesday, 
International Workers’ Day. 

They are demanding a minimum 
wage of £10 an hour, the same 
hourly rate for all ages and the abil‑
ity to choose flexible shifts.

Workers at five stores walked out 
as part of the strike—two more than 
the last walkout in September.

A spokesperson from the workers’ 
Bfawu union told Socialist Worker 
that the picket lines were lively. 

“We had a midnight walkout in 
Manchester, with supporters and 
strikers outside the store,” they said. 

“There were pickets at the 
Manchester store between 7 and 
8am. They chanted, ‘Hold the burg‑
ers, hold the fries, we want out pay 
supersized!’”

Manchester striker Lauren 
McCourt told Socialist Worker, 
“Hopefully this will inspire more 
workers to come out. It’s not just 
about McDonald’s, but all workers 
in fast food and other low paid jobs.

“I’d like to see the strikes expand 
to more stores outside London.”

Supporters
In Cambridge and Crayford, south 
London, pickets ran for an hour 
from 8am. Managers in Cambridge 
were forced to shut down the 
drive‑through service because of the 
number of supporters who turned 
out, particularly from the university.

The strikes have rattled bosses, 
who suspended two workers at the 
Manchester store. Ali was one of 
them. 

“They’re trying to intimidate 
workers,” he told Socialist Worker. 
“People in the store are worried and 
we share their concerns. 

“People need to see they can 
fight back—McDonald’s isn’t 
all‑powerful.”

Strikers won support from council‑
lors, MPs and other trade unionists.

Labour MP Richard Burgon sent 
strikers a video message of solidarity. 
Shadow chancellor John McDonnell 
tweeted his “solidarity and 100 per‑
cent support”. Former Green Party 

leader Natalie Bennet also came to 
the picket line in Manchester.

Around 100 strikers and support‑
ers rallied in Watford at midday fol‑
lowing the picket lines.

Labour MP Laura Pidcock told 
them, “When fast food workers are 
on proper contracts and pay, people 
will ask where did it start? 

“And it will be all you striking 
workers they will have to thank.”

She added that workers “are 
doing more at the moment than 
parliament has done in ages”.

Workers from TGI Fridays, who 
are being balloted for strikes, came 
to Watford to show solidarity.

Ali said strikers have “made his‑
tory”. And he said the dispute was 
about the quality of workers’ lives.

“We face awful conditions, 
drunken and abusive customers, 
and bullying and intimidating man‑
agers,” he said.

“They think we’re numbers on a 
spreadsheet but we’re here to say, 
enough is enough. We’re fighting 
for an end to youth rates—why 
should they be paid any less? 

“McDonald’s makes $20 billion 
profit a year. Are you telling me 
they can’t afford to pay us a proper 
wage?”

On other pages...
Standing in the way of privatised 
education >>Page 17

BACK STORY
Workers at five McDonald’s 
stores struck on Tuesday
lThe action hit one store in each 
of Manchester, Cambridge and 
Crayford, in south London, and 
two in Watford
lThe Bfawu union members are 
fighting for £10 an hour and fixed 
hour contracts
lThey also want equal pay for 
young workers and union rights 
lUnion members backed strikes 
by 95 percent in a recent ballot
lMessages to info@bfawu.org.uk

MCDONALD’S STRIKERS rallied in Watford on the day of their walkout Picture: Guy Smallman

 After expulsion, activists pledge to  
 reject false claims of antisemitism
by CHARLIE KIMBER

SUPPORTERS OF Israel and the 
Labour right have stepped up their 
attacks on left wing Labour Party 
members and those who criticise 
Israel.

Labour disgracefully expelled 
anti‑racist activist Marc 
Wadsworth last week. He was 
accused of making antisemitic 
comments in 2016.

Wadsworth was suspended two 
years ago after criticising Ruth 
Smeeth MP at the launch of a party 
report into antisemitism. 

He accused Smeeth of working 
“hand in hand” with a Telegraph 
newspaper journalist.

He should not have been 
expelled for such a non‑crime. His 
expulsion will make it easier to 
kick out other Corbyn supporters—
including for criticising Israel.

Refused
Corbyn met the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews and the Jewish 
Leadership Council last week. 

The two organisations had 
refused to take part in discussions 
involving left wing Jewish 
organisations Jewish Voice for 
Labour and Jewdas.

They called on Labour to 
accept the IHRA definition of 
antisemitism and the examples 
associated with it. These include 
“claiming that the existence 
of a State of Israel is a racist 
endeavour”.

When Corbyn didn’t agree, the 
Board issued a statement saying 
the meeting was a “disappointing, 
missed opportunity”. There was 
very little response from the 
Labour left.

Corbyn’s retreats have helped 
to stifle a fightback inside Labour, 
as has an instruction from Labour 
general secretary Jennie Formby. 

She warned, “Criticism of any 
individual or organisation who 
has expressed concern about 
antisemitism would be deeply 
unhelpful.”

But last week Unite union 
leader Len McCluskey wrote that 
some “Corbyn‑hater” Labour MPs 
have been “working overtime” to 
present Labour as a “morass of 
antisemitism”.

Over 160 people came to a 
meeting in London on Jeremy 
Corbyn, antisemitism and justice 
for Palestine last Thursday.

All speakers stressed 
that antisemitism is wholly 

unacceptable and has to be 
tackled.

Ghada Karmi, Palestinian writer 
and activist, said, “Antisemitism 
is now defined as support for 
Palestine. This is not the time for 
appeasement of such critics.”

Lower
Johnathan Rosenhead from Jewish 
Voice for Labour insisted that 
antisemitism, while real, was much 
lower than in the 1930s or 1950s.

Rob Ferguson said the “cynical 
onslaught” against Corbyn had to 
be fought as part of the anti‑racist 
battle. He denounced those, such 
as foreign secretary Boris Johnson, 
who congratulated the vicious 
antisemite Viktor Orban on his 
election in Hungary.

Ben Jamal from the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign said Israel 
sees the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) campaign as a 
major threat.

Both Jews and non‑Jews have 
the right to criticise Israel and to 
fight for BDS. It is right to identify 
Israel as an apartheid racist state. 

And it is right to say the only 
solution is a single state for Arabs 
and Jews with the full right of 
return for all Palestinian refugees.

LABOUR PARTY
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 Strikes, not  
 voting, can  
 win change  
 in Greece
Trade union leaders in Greece want 
to separate struggles and focus on 
an election, writes Panos Garganas

WORKERS IN the nat ional 
health service struck in Greece 
last Wednesday. They staged a 
24-hour strike and a demo in the 
centre of Athens.

Workers were mainly striking 
over a shortage of hospital staff. 
The bailout agreement is a demand 
for austerity by Greece’s creditors, 
implemented by the left wing Syriza 
government. 

The agreement means a ban on 
hiring new workers in the health 
service, so people are retiring and 
not being replaced.

There was a separate strike 
against privatisation by power work-
ers in a public power corporation. 

A number of plants are being sold 
off. Wednesday was the day that 
parliament voted on breaking up 
the corporation and initiating the  
selloffs. 

Then there was a third mobilisa-
tion. A mining group is being pri-
vatised and the workers organised 
a rally in Athens at the ministry of 
finance.

Coordination
A fourth event was a demonstration 
by pensioners against cuts to pen-
sions. Unfortunately there was little 
coordination between workers.

This is the major problem facing 
the workers’ movement. Although 
the Greek trade union federation 
has such powerful sections of work-
ers out in the streets, they did noth-
ing to coordinate. 

The only people who were push-
ing for coordination were a rank 
and file group of hospital workers. 

One reason for this is Greece’s 
tension with Turkey (see right). The 
media is creating an atmosphere 
that suggests Greece is on the verge 
of war with Turkey. That puts pres-
sure on trade union leaders not to 
call action.

The other factor is that trade 
union leaders are focusing on the 
coming election. The government 
was elected in 2015, and the end of 
its term is next year. So there will be 
an election in the next 12 months.

The trade union leaders don’t 

say this openly, but they effectively 
argue that the solution is not strikes 
but a change of government.

A whole section of the leaders 
are allied to the Labour-type Pasok 
party. That was a strong party that 
was in government for many years. 

It’s trying to set itself up for a coa-
lition with Syriza or the right wing 
New Democracy party. 

One section of the union leader-
ship agrees with this sort of elec-
toral plan.

Then there’s another section 
allied to New Democracy. For them 
a change of government means the 
return of the Tory government.

Pasok and New Democracy are 
completely discredited by their 
record of implementing austerity, 
which led to the election of Syriza 
in 2015.

But Syriza has caved in on every 
demand by the bosses and the 
European Union (EU) for privatisa-
tion and cuts. 

After three years of austerity 
implemented by Syriza, there’s an 
opening for Pasok and the Tories to 
make a comeback.

The main problem for the left 
is whether it focuses on struggle 
or on the election. It needs a clear 
focus on struggle. But so far this is 
lacking.
Panos Garganos is the editor of  
Socialist Worker’s Greek sister paper 
Workers Solidarity

BACK STORY
A 24-hour strike last week 
showed the power of workers
lDifferent groups held separate 
protests and union leaders didn’t 
try and coordinate the actions
lUnion leaders are focusing on 
an imminent general election 
rather than struggle
lMany union leaders back the 
Labour-type Pasok party, which 
implemented vicious austerity
lWorkers must push for 
organisation independent of the 
union bureaucracies

STRIKERS AND their supporters filled the streets Picture: sekonline.gr

 The threat of war with Turkey is being  
 used to suppress the struggle at home
TWO GREEK soldiers are currently 
in Turkish jail.

They were on patrol on the land 
border between Greece and Turkey 
in the north. They chased refugees 
to make sure they didn’t cross into 
Greece from Turkey, overstepped 
the border, and were arrested by 
the Turkish forces.

This has become a big issue. 
The press keeps saying that these 
two are in Turkish prison because 
Turkey is preparing to attack 
Greece.

They are trying to create an 
atmosphere of war. This comes 
after nationalist rallies organised 
by the far right over the question 
of Macedonia three months ago. 

So we’ve had three months of 
an attempt to create a nationalist 
atmosphere by the press and right 
wing forces.

Traditionally the Greek and 
Turkish ruling classes have been at 
odds over territorial waters in the 
Aegean Sea, which lies between 
them. This dispute has been going 
on since the 1970s.

Maritime law says Greece can 
expand its waters to 12 miles from 
its shores. Currently they are at six 
miles. If that happens practically 
most of the Aegean will be a Greek 

sea, with just a few lanes for 
international waters.

This is also linked to drilling 
rights in the Aegean. But what’s 
more important nowadays is 
drilling rights offshore from 
Cyprus. This is another long-
standing dispute between Greece 
and Turkey.

Controlled
The island was divided in 1974. 
The north became occupied by 
Turkey, and the south is controlled 
by the Greek Cypriots who are 
allied with Greece.

The Greek Cypriot 
government has made 
agreements with oil groups 
to proceed with drilling 
just offshore of Cyprus. 

Turkey is objecting to 
this. Its government says 
the Greeks must have an 
agreement with the 
Turkish Cypriots 
before they can go 
ahead.

These are the 
official reasons 
why there’s 
tension 
between 
Greece 

and Turkey. The real reasons are 
what’s happening in the Middle 
East.

Turkey invaded Syria in 
January. This created tensions 
between Turkey and its Nato 
allies because it had the backing 
of Russia, and Greece is firmly on 
the West’s side. Despite the fact 
we have a left wing government, it 
has provided facilities for the US, 
France and Britain to bomb Syria.

In terms of the real threat of 
war, this is unlikely. Turkey is 

preoccupied fighting the Kurds 
in eastern Turkey and 

northern Syria. 
The idea that it will 

fight two wars at the 
same time is far-fetched.

And Greece wouldn’t 
get the green light to 

initiate a war from the 
European Union or the US. 

The growing relationship 
between Turkey 

and Russia is a 
nuisance for 
the US, but it 
isn’t such a 
big problem 
that it would 
create a war 
over it.Panos Garganas 
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Open up the 
libraries now
I RECOLLECT that 
London councils revealed 
over a decade ago that 
there were some 750 
libraries in London. I 
wonder what that figure 
is now? 

In Barnet, the Tory 
council specialises in 
outsourcing libraries 
to community-based 
“hub” organisations. But 
opening hours have been 
slashed, and services cut 
back.

D Sheperd 
North London

Racist May 
has got to go
I READ with interest 
about Tory racism and 
the Windrush scandal. 
Theresa May must be 
forced to go, she should 
be sacked and jailed 
for five years. And she 
should be sued—why 
should the tax payer pay 
for her mistakes? 

Rani Shergill
on Twitter

lI FORESEE more tears 
for Theresa May. She 
thought her hostile 
immigration policy 
would make her popular 
but it has backfired 
spectacularly.

Peter Hepworth
on Twitter

Be ready for 
Trump visit
ON READING the news 
about Donald Trump’s 
planned visit in July, I 
say let’s have a protest 
of millions. 

We need to protest 
on the streets of London 
to tell Trump he’s not 
welcome. Or even better, 
stop him setting foot on 
British soil, we don’t want 
that evil racist man here. 

Martin Sean Beck
on Twitter

lIT’LL BE a typical Tory 
visit, no schedule, no 
structure, just a smash 
and go.

Paddy Hanrahan
on Facebook

An unlucky 
Royal name
I NOTICE the latest Royal 
baby has been called 
Louis Arthur Charles. 

I can’t help but recall 
that both Louis and 
Charles were kings who 
were beheaded. 

Perhaps he will be 
better off being called his 
snappy official title—the 
Royal Highness Prince 
Louis of Cambridge.

Janet Dyer
East London

Just a 
thought...

Len McCluskey 

Take on all racism, not just in Labour
UNITE UNION general 
secretary Len McCluskey 
is right to criticise the 
disgraceful behaviour of 
right wing Labour MPs.

Writing in the New 
Statesman, McCluskey 
said “Corbyn-hating” MPs 
were trying to “smear” 
the Labour leader.

They are desperate to 
undermine Corbyn’s left 
project and opposition to 
the West’s wars across the 
Middle East.

Whether it’s bombing 
Syria or Israel’s attacks 
on Palestine, the Labour 
right continues to line up 
with the mass murderers. 

I’m all in favour of 
McCluskey’s combative 
tone in the article.

But if you’re going to 
be that angry you have to 
talk about the whole 
project.

The thing that’s really 

infuriating and needs 
arguing over is the 
apartheid state of Israel 
that’s funded by our 
government. 

We have to aim fire at 
the way that racism is 
being used in wider 
society to undermine the 
left. 

It’s not enough to 
reduce the argument to 
the Labour Party.

 The Tories have yet 
again shown themselves 
to be the party of open 
racism and the beating of 
war drums. 

Tom Kay
East London

Discussing 
resistance
I’M ONE of over 300 people 
who has recently come 
back from the Social Work 
Action Network (Swan) 
conference. It was, as it 
always is, an exciting event 
to be at. 

It was useful in terms of 
getting experiences of 
problems that are very 
similar both at home and 
abroad. We discussed the 
rise in racism, increase of 
austerity and how these 
issues hit us at work.

The conference looks at 
how social workers are 
sometimes asked to 
respond to these questions 
problematically. 

But the experience of 
being at conference means 
that workers aren’t isolated, 
and we get the chance to 
talk to other practitioners, 
activists and students. 

Crucially we can discuss 
how to resist the pressure 
to administer austerity. 

One of the workshops 
that was particularly 
inspiring was listening to 
Cast—a refugee and 
migrant group that’s active 
in Essex. They’re 
completely voluntary and it 
was great to listen to what 
they’re doing to help one 
another, and how they have 
embedded themselves in a 
community. 

It rebuffs all the myths 
about asylum seekers being 
helpless and about not 
wanting to integrate. 

Lots of different people 
come to Swan—there are 
academics, Unison union 
members and Momentum 
supporters. 

Swan means that, 
instead of feeling beaten up 
by your day to day 
experience of work, it’s an 
opportunity to create better 
social worker practice.

Helen Davies
East London

Ofsted’s history shows 
why we need to bin it
READING SAM Lorde’s 
review of Education, 
Education, Education 
(Socialist Worker, 25 April) 
was very poignant for me. 

It was set on the very 
same day that I and other 
staff at Islington Green 
School were told we had 
failed our Ofsted 
inspection.

We launched a campaign 
to get the Ofsted ruling 
overturned.

After a long campaign it 
was revealed that the 
Tory-appointed Ofsted boss 
Woodhead had overruled 

his own inspectors who had 
decided Islington Green 
was not a failing school. 

Ten years later, 
shamefully, the school 
became an academy.

Jeremy Corbyn promised 
me at a meeting that he 
would campaign to bring 
all academies and free 
schools back under local 
democratic control.

If he becomes prime 
minister I look forward to 
him keeping his promise, 
and scrapping Ofsted too.

Ken Muller
North London

Tory benefit system creates 
more desperate situations
IT COMES as no surprise to read 
that food bank usage has shot up 
in areas where Universal Credit 
(UC) has been rolled out in full. 

In fact, in areas that have UC, 
food bank referral rates are more 
than double the national average. 

In these areas, everyone who 
makes a claim automatically goes 
onto UC. This causes chaos and 
results in rent arrrears—and 
people ultimately having to use 
food banks to survive. 

Under the new system people 
have to wait weeks to receive 
benefits, which leaves them in a 
desperate situation.

And UC represents a drastic cut 
in living standards. 

My union, the PCS, is 

campaigning with Dpac and other 
organisations to get changes to 
UC. The helpline has changed from 
one that charges you 55p a minute 
to a Freephone number.

And there have been 
improvements, particularly in 
Scotland where some elements of 
UC have been devolved to the 
Scottish government. 

The PCS’s position is that UC 
should be paused and fixed. 
Personally, I don’t think it can be 
fixed, and Dpac is fighting for UC 
to be scrapped.

The Tories are rolling out UC 
because they want to make it as 
hard as possible for unemployed 
people. It’s political, it’s part of 
Tory ideology that people should 

“take responsibility” for their own 
circumstances. But UC gives 
claimaints less choice than before.

Our chances of stopping UC will 
depend on how strong the 
campaigning is. The Tories will say 
issues only arise with specific 
cases. 

But to scrap it totally is not 
straightforward. The old system of 
jobseeker’s allowance and the 
regime of sanctions has problems 
with it too. 

We need to scrap the system 
altogether, give people better 
benefits when they need it, and 
actually support people who want 
to get back to work. 

Steve West
PCS DWP GEC (personal capacity)



 PARIS IN 
SPRING ’68
Fifty years ago protests and a general strike shook the French state. Nick Clark tells the story of a 
struggle that posed a direct challenge to the system—and what we can learn from it today

T
HE STORY of what hap-
pened in France in May 
1968 is a reminder to 
never despair about the 
potential of workers to 
resist. Fifty years ago 

this month workers in France waged 
a struggle that shook the govern-
ment and the state. 

Some ten million launched a gen-
eral strike that at the time was the 
largest that had ever taken place. 
Groups of workers started to take 
control of industries and run them 
without bosses. And all of this came 
just as intellectuals had declared the 
working class dead. 

The strike changed the shape of 
politics in France and across the 
world for decades, and fed a series 
of new struggles. Most importantly 
it showed a whole generation that 
the working class has the power to 
change the world.

Yet it also flagged up a warning 
about how trade union leaders, and 
parliamentary politicians, can help 
stifle struggle. And it carries a lesson 
about what sort of organisation can 
help workers win.

At the beginning of May, the 
British magazine The Economist 
predicted good things for capitalism 
in France. Deputy editor Norman 
Macrae celebrated France’s “patheti-
cally weak” trade unions.

Capitalism had been doing pretty 
well since the end of the Second 
World War. Unemployment had gen-
erally fallen across Western societies 
and living standards were rising. The 
system seemed strong enough to cope 
with even major strikes and struggles.

So at the start of the year French 
Marxist writer Andre Gorz declared, 
“In the foreseeable future there will 
be no crisis of European capitalism so 
dramatic as to drive the mass of work-
ers to revolutionary general strikes.”

Stifling
Yet Western capitalism—sustained 
by arms spending—was about to 
enter economic crisis. And the sur-
face calm hid a growing discontent 
over the stifling ideology and morals 
the ruling class wanted to impose on 
everyone else.

In the years running up to 1968, 
workers in France waged increas-
ingly militant and bitter struggles. A 
number of mass strikes often involved 
confrontation with France’s notori-
ously violent CRS riot cops. Workers’ 
struggle was about to explode. But it 
was students who set it off.

A battle had been raging on the 
campuses of Paris’s Sorbonne univer-
sity since February that year.

A growing movement of radi-
cal students held protests over the 

Vietnam War, conditions on campus, 
and their syllabuses. More and more, 
that movement brought students into 
conflict with the university manage-
ment—and the police.

It all really kicked off on 3 May, 
when the university rector called 
in police to smash up a rally of just  
500 students on the Sorbonne.

Cops invaded and arrested all the 
students on the rally. But spontane-
ous demonstrations sprang up imme-
diately after in the Latin Quarter that 
fought police into the night.

In the days that followed, thou-
sands protested in the Latin Quarter—
their numbers swelled by support 
from workers around Paris. One stu-
dent slogan, “Be realistic. Demand the 
impossible,” summed up the mood.

Refuse
Cops attacked demonstrators with 
clubs and tear gas. They smashed up 
the cafes where students took refuge.

But the cops’ violence provoked 
sympathy for the students among 
workers. People let injured students 
into their homes and threw water on 
the ground to neutralise the gas.

On 10 May more than 50,000 stu-
dents marched, but cops attacked 
them and stopped them from leaving 
the Sorbonne area. Demonstrators 
replied by taking over the Sorbonne 
themselves, throwing up more than 
60 barricades to keep the police out.

The night saw some of the most 
vicious attacks on protesters by 
police. One student described being 
grabbed and beaten by cops.

“This policeman hit me in the solar 
plexus, the liver and the guts, so much 
and so well that I threw up. I was trun-
cheoned on the head, in the Adam’s 
apple, in the face and kidneys.”

But people also described the 
sense of liberation and excitement 
that the struggle of students and 
workers created.

Student leader Daniel Cohn Bendit 
remembered, “I toured the whole 
area. Residents were at their win-
dows, offering us food and milk. 

“The atmosphere was fantastic. 
It’s a moment I shall never forget. 
People were building up the cobble-
stones into barricades because they 
wanted—for the first time—to throw 
themselves into a collective, sponta-
neous activity.”

Another participant described fight-
ing on the barricade alongside people 
they had only just met.

“Most have never seen the others 
before, we are made up of six stu-
dents, ten workers, some Italians, by-

standers, and four artists 
who joined later—we 
never even knew each 

other’s names.”
Support for the students 

was so great that two of 
France’s largest trade union 
federations, the CGT and 
Force Ouvriere, called a one-
day general strike and dem-

onstration in their support.
The  demons t ra t ion  on  

13 May was much bigger than they 
expected. Some ten million people 
joined the strike—well over the 
number of people who were actu-
ally union members.

More than one million marched 
through Paris. The sheer size of it 
revealed to all who took part the 
power they could have together. One 
eyewitness remembered, “Endlessly 
they filed past. Every factory, every 

workplace seemed to be represented.

“Row upon row of them, the flesh 
and blood of modern capitalist soci-
ety, an unending mass, a power that 
could sweep everything before it, if it 
but decided to do so.”

The demonstration showed the 
potential for change. Now work-
ers were ready to take action for 
their own demands over wages and 
conditions.

It began at the Sud-Aviation fac-
tory in the city of Nantes the follow-
ing day. For weeks activists had been 
agitating for a strike and occupation. 

But after the demonstration, accord-
ing to one worker, “A whole unknown 
world was revealed to the startled eyes 
of the majority of workers—a world of 
struggling which had been forgotten.”

W
ORKERS AT the 
factory voted to 
walk out indefi-
nitely then lock 
out the manager. 
As news of their 

action spread over the next few days, 
others joined the walkout. Workers 
in major Renault car plants struck, 
then visited surrounding engineering 
factories to bring them out too.

They were followed by workers 
in other industries and workplaces 
across France. By 20 May well over 
nine million were taking part in an 
indefinite general strike.

One worker in a railway sort-
ing office gave a glimpse into what 
went on. “When we came into work 
on the night shift we heard that 
the Montparnasse railway work-
ers were on strike. We did not need 
a vote to decide and do the same, 
enthusiastically.

“The next morning, some of the day 
shift workers wanted to come in. We 
had to convince them. We then under-
stood that we had to occupy the place 
and protect it with a strike picket.”

Thousands of workers joined 
picket lines and strike meetings at 
workplaces across France.

The strike became a challenge to 
the authority of the bosses in the fac-
tory. In just one example, workers 
at Sud-Aviation locked twenty man-
agers in the factory for over a fort-
night, voting every day on whether 
to release them.

Control
But as the strike went on new prob-
lems emerged, and the solutions put 
workers in control of core functions 
of society.

An indefinite general strike can’t 
carry on without some level of ser-
vices running. People still need to 
eat, travel and communicate with 
each other. So strikers started making 
their own decisions about what ser-
vices would run and how.

Water was supplied to Paris under 
the direction of a workers’ strike com-
mittee. Print workers allowed papers 
to appear so as not to give state-run 
TV a monopoly on media coverage. 
But they demanded changes to head-
lines and refused to print issues that 
attacked the strike.

Rank and file action committees 
organised practical tasks such as 
clearing rubbish or collecting money 
and food for strikers’ families. They 
also produced posters and leaflets. 

The important thing was that in all 
these instances, workers were in con-
trol. So the power of the strike had 
become a threat to the rule of the  
government and the state itself. 
The government readied i ts 

forces—including the army—to crush 
the strike.

Yet it wasn’t the state that saw the 
end of the strike—but union leaders. 
From the very beginning they had 
set out to make sure the strike didn’t 
escape their control.

They made sure strike committees 
were filled with their own officials 
and in many cases sent other work-
ers home, limiting their involvement 
in the strike. In other cases students 
were banned from visiting picket lines.

Union leaders also tried to negoti-
ate an end to the strike early on, but 
were forced to continue after work-
ers rejected an agreement they had 
struck with the government.

President Charles De Gaulle fled 
to Germany to meet army chiefs and 
consider military intervention. But in 
the end he halted the strike by call-
ing a general election. The French 
Communist Party (CP)—which some 
of the largest unions were linked to—
saw its opportunity to get elected.

The CP had long turned its focus 
to getting elected to parliament. But 
with this focus came an attitude that 
it had to be a respectable and respon-
sible party of government.

So with the prospect of an election, 
the CP set out to end the strike – and 
used its members in the trade union 
officialdom to help it.

The government offered a number 
of concessions—including wage rises, 
cuts to working hours and extensions 

of trade union rights. Individual bal-
lots on the return to work were held 
in every workplace—which CP offi-
cials used to engineer a return to 
work.

In many places they did their best 
to ensure the vote was as confusing 
as possible. In one place the union 
said the vote was not about whether 
to return to work, but on whether to 
accept the offer.

In other places non-strikers and 
even managers were allowed to vote.

Encourage
CP officials spread lies and rumours 
about who had returned to work in 
order to encourage other workers to 
do the same. In this way the general 
strike began to peter out. And as it 
happens, the CP and the left did mis-
erably in the election. 

De Gaulle hoovered up right wing 
votes as the party of “law and order,” 
while the CP’s aim at appearing 
respectable couldn’t compete with its 
softer rival, the Socialist Party.

The end of the strike exposed one 
of its weaknesses—the lack of a revo-
lutionary organisation that could have 
influenced the outcome of the struggle.

Rather than a focus on parliament, 
revolutionary parties look to workers’  
struggle to change society—and 
organise to grow and strengthen it 
wherever it takes place.

For a number of reasons, there 
was no party like that in France. If 
there had been, it could have helped 
to coordinate struggle and stood a 
chance of countering the drive to 
return to work.

The strike of May ’68 is still one of 
the most inspiring examples in his-
tory of the power that 
workers have. But 
it’s a lesson about 
where the dangers of 
defeat can lie—and 
what sort of organi-
sation is needed to 
resist them.

Workers from giant Citroen car factories joined the protests in Paris

The struggle continues

Union leaders tried 
to end the strike 
early on but had to 
continue after their 
deal was rejected

‘‘ 
Protesters take to the streets President De Gaulle fled France
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

HUDDERSFIELD
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental 
Distress book launch
Wed 9 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
SWANSEA
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental 
Distress book launch
Thu 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,SA20BP

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
200 years old and still 
relevant—Marx and Marxism
Wed 9 May, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,  
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
The suffragette movement—
how the vote was won
Thu 10 May, 7pm, 
YMCA,Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
25 years after the murder 
of Stephen Lawrence—
racism and the police
Wed 9 May, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRISTOL
Socialism today
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CHESTERFIELD
Why we say migrants 
are welcome here
Thu 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,S40 1QN
COVENTRY
After the Oxfam scandal—
are charities and NGOs 
allies or enemies?
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre,
159 Spon St,CV1 3BB
DONCASTER
Is there a new Cold War?
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street,
DN1 3NJ
EDINBURGH
Enoch Powell and the legacy 
of the ‘rivers of blood’ speech
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
How can Scotland win 
independence?
Thu 10 May, 7pm, 
Avant Garde, 33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
How can we stop the rise of 
the far right across Europe?
Thu 10 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The Irish border—a 
legacy of colonialism
Thu 10 May, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Syria—why more bombing 
won’t stop the horror
Wed 9 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: CENTRAL
Imperialism and 
revolution—who was 
Frantz Fanon?
Thu 10 May, 6.15pm, 
Room 215, 
UCL Foster Court Building,
Malet Place,WC1E 6BT
LONDON: EALING
How can we stop the rise of 
the far right across Europe?
Thu 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Y Lounge,YMCA West London,
25 St Mary’s Rd,W5 2RE
LONDON: HACKNEY
Trump, Palestine 
and Jerusalem
Thu 10 May, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Soldiers—heroes or 
cannon fodder?
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Syria—why more bombing 
won’t stop the horror
Wed 9 May, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: SOUTH
How did women 
win the vote?
Wed 9 May, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
What are the causes of 
gun and knife crime?
Wed 9 May, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road,E3 5AT
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Police, the state and 
gun control
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
William Morris Community 
Centre, 6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
200 years old and still 
relevant—Marx and Marxism
Wed 9 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
The Windrush scandal 
and the fight against 
immigration controls
Thu 10 May, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,NE1 6QE

NORWICH
What are the causes of 
gun and knife crime?
Thu 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
The Windrush scandal 
and the fight against 
immigration controls
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way 
(off Cowley Rd),
OX4 1YH
POOLE AND DORCHESTER
Can there ever be a just war?
Thu 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Weymouth Old Town Hall,
High West St,
DT4 8JH
PORTSMOUTH
The Spithead Mutiny
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Marxism and ecology (video)
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Is there a new Cold War? 
Spies, lies and state control
Thu 10 May, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre),S1 2JB
TELFORD
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Wed 30 May, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,TF1 1PY
YORK
What do socialists say 
about free speech?
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

LONDON
Marx@200
Sat 19 May, 12noon-6pm, 
Birkbeck, University of London,
Malet St,Bloomsbury,
WC1E 7HX.
Speakers include  
Alex Callinicos, Sue Caldwell,  
Joseph Choonara and
Sally Campbell

NATIONAL
A new deal for 
working people
A demonstration against 
theTories called by the 
TUC union federation.
Sat 12 May, 11am, 
Embankment, London.
Go to bit.ly/TUC12March
Marxism 2018—a festival 
of socialist ideas
Thu 5 till Sun 8 July,  
central London. A four-day 
political festival hosted by 
the Socialist Workers Party. 
marxismfestival.org.uk
Together Against Trump—
national demonstration
Fri 13 July,Nationwide. 
Go to Together Against Trump: 
national demo on Facebook

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 10 May, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
CB5 8HP

COLCHESTER
Thu 31 May, 7.30pm, 
The New Inn,
Chapel Street South,
CO2 7AX

DERBY
Thu 10 May, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL

HARLOW
Thu 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High 
Rd, SE10 8JA

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 9 May, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), E15 1HP

MEDWAY
Thu 10 May, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, ME4 4BP

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 9 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 16 May, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

1968—the year the world caught fire

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

Protesting in Paris in May 1968. The banner reads, ‘Workers and students united will win’
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Ai Weiwei’s new book celebrates our shared humanity 
BOOK
HUMANITY
Written by Ai Weiwei 
Available from Bookmarks  
bit.ly/MarxBooks

“ALLOWING BORDERS to 
determine your thinking 
is incompatible with the 
modern era.” 

Artist Ai Weiwei has 
collected in this book 
excerpts from interviews 
he gave and blogs that 
he has written on the 
refugee crisis. 

The collection of many 
small things in great 
number is an Ai theme. 

Much of his recent art 
has highlighted refugees 
and their struggle. He 

collected the life jackets 
left on the beach at 
Lesvos and strapped 
them to a classical 
building in Berlin. 

He created a huge 
inflatable rubber dinghy 
with inflatable people 
in it and he shot a 
marvellous film, Human 
Flow, about refugees. 

All of this is 
unsurprising perhaps as 
his family were forced 
to flee into exile during 
Mao’s cultural revolution. 
Those deemed bourgeois 
intellectuals by the 
regime were banished to 
do manual work in the 
countryside. 

He knows the 
experience of the 

displaced. 
There is a chronology 

in the book of his father 
Ai Qing’s banishment and 
Ai Weiwei’s subsequent 
artistic activism. 

The book looks and 
reads like a series of short 
poems or Haiku. 

It is perhaps intended 
as an ironic parody of 
Chairman Mao’s Little Red 
Book. 

His topic headings 
consider humanity, crisis, 
power, borders and finally 
action. 

He looks at our human 
commonality and how 
that is plunged into 
disaster by the artificiality 
of partition and the 
misuse of power. 

Ai wants us 
to do something 
about it 
though, even 
if its only to 
speak up about 
the suffering 
of much of 
humanity. 

Here the 
contradictions 
of this now 
famous artist 
who has 
been accepted by the 
establishment can be 
seen. 

“The artist does not 
need to be more political, 
he needs to be more 
human,” says Ai. 

Yes, true enough—but 
he also knows that all 

the little 
snowflakes 
together 
can create a 
blizzard.
Dave Gilchrist

Road movie of loneliness 
and loss in small town US     
Great performances and a solid plot make Lean on Pete an enjoyable film that 
rotates on the myths of the American frontier, says Rena Smith
THIS IS a coming-of-age story set 
in the dirt-poor Midwest US. But it’s 
also much more than that. 

Charley (Charlie Plummer) is a  
15 year old growing up in a grimy, 
single dad home. He falls in with 
Dell (Steve Buscemi), a grisly horse 
dealer, who gives Charley a job 
sweeping the yard.

Bonnie (Chloë Sevigny) is a jockey 
who never gets picked to ride by 
most dealers because she’s a woman. 
There’s also a gentle horse called 
Lean On Pete, which Dell derides as 
a “pussy”. 

Dell begins to teach the bright‑eyed 
Charley an honest living, plus a few 
table manners. Dell sells the horses 
that don’t win to “go to Mexico”. This 
doesn’t square with Charley when 
Lean On Pete is sentenced to a trip 
south. 

Once his dad’s philandering lands 
him in a fatal hospital trip, Charley 
dons his dad’s stud belt and embarks 
on a great American odyssey. Seizing 
Dell’s truck and trailer, he makes a 
break for it to find his estranged aunt, 
far off in Wyoming. 

There’s a clear theme of American 
identity as the heart of the story.

Mythical
Since white people’s arrival, there has 
been a Romantic ideal at the centre 
of the mythical story about America. 

There is unlimited scope for 
expansion and conquest if you have 
the gumption for it, and never mind 
the people already on the land, goes 
the story. But this is a story of escape 
and the hope of redemption.

Throughout the film Charley 
relies on his wits to make ends meet. 
Even when destitute, his instinct is 
to get a job, much to the amusement 
of the homeless couple he makes 
friends with. 

As it turns out, if you want a 
job when you’re really desper‑
ate in 2018, you need to “ask the 
Mexicans”. 

Charley dons his father’s trucker 
cap, a motif of blue collar work, and 
keeps it on like a hood to protect his 
identity through his quest. 

Aesthetic
Apart from one gorgeous scene 
 bathing in an open stream, which 
gives his character as well as the 
viewer welcome relief from the 
dusty aesthetic of the film, he only 
takes it off for good when we get to 
the end.

The film is an interesting view on 
working class life in the US. Well‑
filmed shots of men throwing back 
beers watching the sunset in cowboy 
hats add to the myth‑making. 

Dell derides the people who want 
to “sit in front of their computers 
all day” instead of coming to watch 
horses at the racetracks. 

With no immediate family, 
Charley slips too easily from state 
protection into destitution. 

The film is a study of flawed 
human beings presented with harsh 
circumstances  which gives it a real‑
istic feel and prevents it from being 
too misty‑eyed. 
Lean on Pete is on general release from 
4 MayLEAN ON Pete is a dark horse of a film with a sting in its tale

FILM FESTIVAL
UPRISING: THE SPIRIT 
OF ’68
Throughout May at the BFI 
Southbank, London 
Go to bit.ly/BFI68

THE BRITISH Film Institute 
is showing a series of films 
about, made during, or 
referencing, May 1968.

If, La Chinois and WR: 
Mysteries of the Organism 
are just some of the films 
on show. 

The rebellion of 1968 
sparked a huge creative 
movement in society. 

TV
THE WOMAN IN WHITE
BBC1, Sundays at 9pm

HISTORY TO date has been 
the history of Great Men. 

It is a sad fact that much 
literature—particularly that 
which is regarded as Great 
Literature—more often 
than not tells tales of ruling 
class lives. 

One of the first mystery 
novels, The Woman in 
White by Wilkie Collins, 
is no exception. It deals 
with a squabble over 
inheritance rights within 
the context of forbidden 
love between a wealthy 
heiress and a struggling 
artist.

This skewed 
representation of history is 
partly caused by the reality 
that artists must sell their 
art if they are to live. 
And those most able to 
purchase art are the upper 
classes themselves. 

The Woman in White 
begins with our main 
character as a painter who 
chooses reluctantly to sell 
his artistic abilities for 
want of money.

Stigma
The first episode in the 
adaptation hints at themes 
of sexism and stigma 
around mental health. 

It particularly does this 
through the characters of 
Anne, escaped from an 
asylum, and Percival, who 
has a terrible secret. 

Given the narrow 
confines of the original plot, 
it is difficult to see how 
subsequent episodes in this 
adaptation will be able to 
explore these themes.

The dramatisation 
will no doubt make for 
intriguing entertainment 
on Sunday evenings, 
with its lavish scenery 
and quaintly dressed 
characters.

But unless the 
adaptation plans to 
significantly alter the 
original plot, those 
expecting a vindication of 
the #metoo movement, 
as suggested by some 
reviewers, will be 
disappointed.
Fran Manning
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Modern Times by 
Charlie Chaplin 
(top) Marx (left)
described how 
workers are 
dominated 
by capitalist 
production—but 
also how they can 
resist. Barricades 
in the Paris 
Commune (above)

K
A R L  M a r x 
d i e d  i n 
obscurity in 
March 1883. 
A dozen peo-
ple attended 

his funeral at Highgate 
Cemetery in London. 

Even though he had been 
witch-hunted by the press of 
Europe for his role in cham-
pioning the Paris Commune 
of 1871, The Times learned 
of his death from its cover-
age in French papers.

Marx has been buried 
again symbolically many 
times since. During the Cold 
War, the sociologist Daniel 
Bell announced the “End 
of Ideology”—by which he 
meant above all the end of 
Marxism. 

In 1989, as the Stalinist 
regimes in Eastern Europe 
and Russia began to collapse, 
the US State Department offi-
cial Francis Fukuyama went 
even further. He proclaimed 
the “End of History”. Liberal 
capitalism had triumphed 
over its rivals and would dom-
inate the future.

Yet the 200th anniver-
sary of Marx’s birth on  
5 May is being widely covered 
in the media and marked by 
many conferences—including 
the Socialist Workers Party’s 
Marx@200 event on 19 May. 

Even the president of the 
European Commission, the pre-
posterous Jean-Claude Juncker, 
is unveiling a statue of Marx in 
his native Trier.

So why is Marx proving so 
hard to bury? The fundamental 
answer is capitalism. 

Fukuyama’s “End of History” 
reflected the height of neo-
liberal triumphalism that 
the free-market capitalism  
promoted by Margaret Thatcher 
and Ronald Reagan would 
bring peace and prosperity. 

He wrote, “the class issue 
has actually been success-
fully resolved in the West. 
The egalitarianism of modern 
America represents the essen-
tial achievement of the classless 
society envisioned by Marx.”

These words ring very 
hollow now. The American 
working class has experienced 
a generation of stagnant living 
standards. 

T
HE neoliberal era 
is one of grow-
i n g  e c o n o m i c 
inequality, which 
the research of 
Thomas Piketty 

has shown to be approaching 
the levels prevailing before 
the First World War. 

The neoliberal “extreme 
centre” that has dominated 
Western politics since the 
1980s is facing growing chal-
lenge from so-called “populist” 
revolts from both right and left.

All these problems are fail-
ings of capitalism, which is still 
recovering from its worst crisis 
since the 1930s. And Marx’s 
great theme was capitalism. 

As a young radical democrat 
in Germany during the 1840s he 
found himself, as he later put it, 

“in the embarrassing position of 
having to discuss what is known 
as material interests”. 

He came to the conclusion that 
the great modern revolutions—
England 1640, America 1776, 
France 1789—had confined 
themselves to narrow political 
changes. 

What he called “human 
emancipation” required a trans-
formation in “the material con-
ditions of life”, or what the 
philosopher Hegel called “civil 
society”. 

Marx also discovered that 
“the anatomy of this civil soci-
ety, however, has to be sought 
in political economy”.

But Marx’s studies of the clas-
sical political economists—Sir 
James Steuart, Adam Smith, 
David Ricardo—led him to 
what he called the critique of 
political economy. 

This involved criticising not 
just their theoretical categories 
but the economic system that 
these simultaneously revealed 
and mystified—what Marx 

called the capitalist mode of 
production.

His masterpiece Capital 
develops a systematic analysis 
and critique of modern indus-
trial capitalism. 

At the time he wrote it this 
system occupied only a few 
beachheads. These were in 
Britain, a few other parts of 
northwestern Europe and on 
the northeastern seaboard of 
the US. But Marx understood 
that this system was in the pro-
cess of conquering the world.

Indeed, in his most famous 
work, the Communist Manifesto, 
Marx almost celebrates capital-
ism, “Constant revolutionising 
of production, uninterrupted 
disturbance of all social condi-
tions, everlasting uncertainty 
and agitation distinguish the 
bourgeois epoch from all ear-
lier ones.” 

Many have pointed out that 
Marx’s description of capitalism 
in the Manifesto fits the con-
temporary era of globalisation 
very well. 

He wrote, “The bourgeoisie 
has through its exploitation of 
the world market given a cos-
mopolitan character to produc-
tion and consumption in every 
country.”

But it is in Capital that Marx 
uncovers the underlying logic 
that makes capitalism behave 
like this. 

He starts with a chapter 
called “The Commodity”. It 
might seem like he’s agree-
ing with mainstream econo-
mists who identify capitalism 
with the market. But whereas 
for them the market allows us 
to realise our desires, for Marx 
capitalism is a realm of unfree-
dom and exploitation.

The means of production are 
controlled by capitalist firms 
that survive and flourish to the 
extent that they are able to sell 
their products. 

This means they are driven 
by competition. The capitalists, 
like “hostile brothers”, seek to 
undercut each other, steal each 
other’s markets, and if neces-
sary to drive each other out of 
business.

I
N THIS deadly struggle, 
profits are the measure 
of success. Building on 
Smith and Ricardo, Marx 
shows that these are cre-
ated by the labour of the 

workers the capitalists employ 
to make their products. 

In what he calls the “hidden 
abode” of production, workers 
are systematically exploited in 
order to screw as much profits 
as possible from them.

Workers may seem free to 
choose their employer. But 
Marx points out, since they own 
only their labour power, the 
only way they can get access 
to the means of subsistence for 
themselves and their depend-
ents is to submit to exploitation. 

In one of the most brilliant 
parts of Capital he shows how 
the conditions for capitalist pro-
duction are created by driving 
peasants off the land. 

They have to become work-
ers and through the process of 

MAKING A 
MARX ON 
HISTORY
On the anniversary of Karl Marx’s birth, Alex Callinicos  
looks at the lasting legacy of the great revolutionary

Marx 
understood the 
system was in 
the process of 
conquering the 
world

‘‘ 
MARX’S CAPITAL

conquest, robbery, and enslave-
ment through which Europe 
came to dominate the world.

This is a system no one con-
trols. To survive capitalists 
must not just exploit, but accu-
mulate, or reinvest their profits 
in expanded and more efficient 
production. 

It is this that leads to the 
dynamism and disruption 
that Marx celebrates in the 
Manifesto. 

But competitive accumula-
tion also gives rise to the crises 
that regularly punctuate the his-
tory of capitalism. 

Firms invest more and more 
heavily in labour-saving tech-
nologies that bring down the 
rate of profit and push capital-
ism towards these crises.

But, Marx argues, “there also 
grows the revolt of the working 
class, a class constantly increas-
ing in numbers, and trained, 
united, and organised by the 
very mechanism of the capital-
ist process of production”.

 

C
apitalism depends 
on  i n c rea s i ng 
cooperat ion in 
production, but 
seeks to divide 
and exploit the 

workers who do the actual 
producing.

This gives workers an inter-
est in acting collectively against 
the bosses. 

Solidarity is the essence of 
effective working class action. 
But it is also the basis of the 
alternative to capitalism—
communism, a society run by 
the “associated producers”, in 
which the people who do the 
work make the decisions. 

Contrary to the distortions 
of Stalinism, Marx conceived 
the overthrow of capitalism as 
a fundamentally democratic 
process. 

The First International, 
which he led between 1864 
and 1872, proclaimed that “the 
emancipation of the working 
classes must be conquered by 
the working classes”.

But the International also 
had to confront the divisions 
that can prevent workers from 
making a revolution. 

In 1870 Marx pointed to 
the racial antagonism between 
“native” British workers and 
Irish migrant labourers. He said 
this was “the secret of the impo-
tence of the English working 
class, despite its organisation. 

“It is the secret of the 
maintenance of power by the 
capitalist class.”

Marx’s thought retains its 

actuality therefore not just 
because of his critique of 
capitalism. 

He understood that the road 
to socialism lay through the 
unity of the workers against 
the bosses and against the dif-
ferent forms of oppression that 
divide them.

Not long before his death 
Marx was interviewed by an 
American journalist, John 
Swinton, while on holiday in 
Ramsgate, in Kent. 

Swinton wrote, “I interro-
gated the revolutionist and 
philosopher in these fateful 
words, ‘What is?’ 

“And it seemed as though 
his mind were inverted for a 
moment while he looked upon 
the roaring sea in front and 
the restless multitude upon 
the beach. In deep and solemn 
tone, he replied, ‘Struggle!’”

What to read by, 
and about, Karl Marx

Marx was a prolific 
writer. Simon 
Basketter looks at 
where socialists who 
are interested in his 
ideas should start

THE BEST place to start 
reading Marx is with The 
Communist Manifesto, 
which is essential for 
every socialist.

While the glorious 
beginning, “A frightful 
hobgoblin stalks throughout 
Europe” is no longer the 
agreed one, the book is 
available in countless 
cheap editions. 

As is the case with 
many of Marx’s writings 
it is usually best avoiding 
whichever academic 
introduction it comes with 
and skip to the text. 

As he developed his grasp 
of how capitalism works 
Marx became an ever-
more powerful writer.

The Theses on Feuerbach 
is short but a statement of 
intent. “The philosophers 
have heretofore only 
interpreted the world, the 
point is to change it.” 

In The Economic and 
Philosophical Manuscripts 
of 1844 Marx lays out a 
theory of alienation—the 
way that capitalism strips 
workers of humanity by 
distorting their relationship 
to their own work and 
the world around them.

The German Ideology 
is a blunderbuss of Marx’s 
early ideas—but it’s best 
to read the shorter version 
without the lengthy 
explanations of why various 
philosophers are idiots.

Effort
Marx’s big books—Critique 
of Political Economy, 
the Grundrisse and the 
great Capital—aren’t as 
hard to understand as is 
often made out. But they 
do take a bit of effort. 

Capital in particular is 
worth persevering with. 

It is illustrated throughout 
with examples of human 
struggle, from the workers 
fighting for the ten-hour 
day to black Americans 
fighting against slavery. 

There is purple prose and 
grouchy footnotes, and there 
is theory to change the world. 

There are many guides 
to Capital to help you on 
your way a but a very good 
place to start the journey is 
A Reader’s Guide To Marx’s 
Capital by Joseph Choonara.

There are thousands of 
books on Marx and Marxism. 
Most are useless—those that 
do not seek to rubbish Marx 
try to bury him in complexity.

However many are not, 
such as Alex Callinicos’ The 
Revolutionary  Ideas of Karl 
Marx. This provides a concise 
and accurate summation 
of Marx’s ideas precisely to 

encourage changing the world 
as well as understanding it.

In terms of biography 
Francis Wheen’s Karl 
Marx is a yomp which 
does Marx as the sort of 
bloke Wheen would like 
to go to lunch with. 

Its politics err on the trite 
but it’s better than a number 
of worthier tombs for the 
gossip and anecdotes.

Defences
The literary critic Terry 
Eagleton has written a 
number of short defences of 
Marx in recent years including 
Why Marx Was Right. 

But the clearest short 
exposition of Marx’s ideas 
is still Chris Harman’s 
How Marxism Works.

The US socialist  
Hal Draper wrote at great 
length, precision, insight 
and occasionally irritatingly 
about Marx’s writings.

But perhaps the best 
place to end is a pamphlet 
Marx wrote in 1871 called 
The Civil War in France. 

This was about the 
Paris Commune, where 
workers “for the first time 
dared to infringe upon the 
governmental privilege of 
their “natural superiors” … 
the old world writhed in 
convulsions of rage at the 
sight of the Red Flag”. 

It lasted for two 
months until it was 
suppressed by murderous 
military repression.

 In a rage Marx in five days 
wrote his brilliant pamphlet 
which he then read out loud 
to his fellow socialists. 

We can’t hear him 
but we can read him.

AS HIS ideas developed, Marx became a powerful writer

MORE ONLINE
Many of Marx’s writing are 
available online. The best 
place to go is marxists.org
lbit.ly/Marx_Manifesto
lbit.ly/MarxTheses
lbit.ly/Marx1844
lbit.ly/MarxPenguin 
lbit.ly/SWMarxCapital 
lbit.ly/MarxHarman
lbit.ly/MarxDraper

Avoid the 
academic 
introductions 
and skip to the 
main text  

‘‘ 

MARX AT 200
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 Homes could be at risk after Grenfell  
 report says safety tests ‘inadequate’
by ALISTAIR FARROW

A NEW study has exposed 
part of the decades of 
deregulation that allowed 
the Grenfell Tower fire to 
happen. 

It also raises the possibility 
that millions of people could 
be living in death traps.  

Since 2010 the Tories have 
been on a crusade against 
“red tape”. 

In 2014 then housing min-
ister Brandon Lewis said for 
every one new regulation 
introduced, two would be 
scrapped.

That’s the context for a 
study by the Fire Protection 
Association which found that 
fire safety tests created by the 
British Standards Institution 
(BSI) are “utterly inadequate”. 

The Fire Protection Associ-
ation (FPA) study found that 
cladding systems were not 
tested in “real world” situa-
tions. 

Cladding could be drilled 

through or have holes behind 
it—as was the case at Gren-
fell. Fire safety professional 
Sam told Socialist Worker, 
“You have to recreate the con-
ditions in which the cladding 
is found to see how it behaves 
in a fire.”

The standard BSI test—

BS 8414—uses wood as fuel. 
But other materials found 
in buildings—not used in 
the tests—can have a dra-
matic effect on how the fire 
develops. 

When the FPA introduced 
plastic to the fuel the temper-
ature increased by as much as 

100 degrees centigrade. The 
news also raises concerns 
about other fire safety tests.

The use of desktop studies 
is commonplace in the build-
ing safety industry. 

These involve taking data 
from previous tests and 
applying it to non-tested 

cladding, which can then be 
used on the outside of build-
ings. No qualifications are 
needed to carry them out, 
and no standard exists for the 
evidence used in them to be 
judged against.

So cladding and insula-
tion can be cleared for use 
by referring to previous test 
data without being tested 
themselves.

Deregulation has led to 
the increase in the use of 
these tests because they 
are cheaper and less labour 
intensive. 

Dragging
The Tories could introduce 
legislation banning them but 
are dragging their heels.

The report said that one 
option is that desktop stud-
ies could be done by bodies 
which have the capacity to 
carry out the full BS 8414 test.

The only body able to do 
that is the Building Research 
Establishment (BRE), priva-
tised in 1997.

Initial tests carried out by 
the BRE on cladding after the 
Grenfell fire found that three 
out of seven types were safe. 

It’s not clear if the tests the 
BRE was using were BS 8414.

Sam argued that the secre-
tive nature of these tests 
raises important questions 
about their results. 

“They wouldn’t tell us 
what the parameters were 
and how they did it. We still 
don’t know how they did it,” 
he said.

He said that in the imme-
diate aftermath of Grenfell 
people in positions of respon-
sibility were panicking. 

And that in their haste to 
carry out tests people were 
“perhaps not doing them in 
the right way.”

Tories, construction bosses 
and insurers are scrabbling to 
pass the buck. 

A united movement from 
below can push to get justice, 
which must mean an end to 
unsafe housing and the guilty 
held to account. 

FLAMMABLE CLADDING on the Grenfell tower Picture: Guy Smallman
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Standing in 
the way of  
privatised 
education
An inspiring battle in east London 
has breathed new life into the fight 
against academies. Two socialist 
activists spoke to Socialist Worker 

by CAROLYN McGRATH

I’VE BEEN the NEU union rep at 
Cumberland school in Newham 
for the last three or four years. 
The union group has been quite 
passive.

The school has been said to be 
“coasting” for a few years. We were 
under pressure to look for interven‑
tion. Academisation was presented 
as the solution. 

The union group lacked confi‑
dence. A third of the workers had 
left and new starters didn’t feel 
able to stand up. We didn’t feel we 
had a leg to stand on. 

If you’re told you’re undera‑
chieving, your self‑esteem drops as 
an individual and as an institution.

But as time went on, we felt 
we should stand up for the rights 
of parents to have a say. And we 
shouldn’t be pushed into a system 
that is not good for pupils.

Before the summer the CEO of 
the trust that would have run the 
academy spoke to us. We’d been 
told that we shared the same ethos, 
but it was clear that he didn’t.

Changing
Over the holidays he started chang‑
ing his human resources policies 
at the only other school 
he runs in a multi‑acad‑
emy trust. We were 
concerned about con‑
ditions, inclusion and 
the impact of the pri‑
vate finance initiative. 

We believed that 
the “coasting” label 
was being used 
to bully school 
management.

We went to 
the govern‑
ing body in 
S e p t e m b e r 
dur ing  the 
consultation 
period but were 
ignored. 

Ideally we would have jumped 
straight into a campaign, but that 
doesn’t happen when you’ve been 
eroded as we have been.

So the union group slowly built 
up confidence and 32 of us voted 
to call for an indicative ballot.

I kept the doors open for other 
staff to come to our meetings. Many 
Unison and GMB union members 
joined the teachers’ NEU to support 
the action and have been the back‑
bone in many ways. 

Suddenly we grew from 32 to 
98. And we’re now at about 120 
members. We had a lot of meet‑
ings and we got very strong votes 
for strikes.

Elected
This really requires people to put 
themselves on the line. It’s not 
easy. The key change has been 
getting different people elected as 
union officers and reps.

I’ve been a member of the 
Socialist Workers Party since the 
early 1990s. It makes a difference 
because when something happens, 
you know where you have to stand 
and what you need to do. People 
have thanked me.

But when I called the first meet‑
ings, nothing happened. 

After the summer, when condi‑
tions were attacked, there was 
something concrete.

Staff care about each other 
and the pupils.

So when you put arguments 
about the community and the 
pupils, you’re talking to people 

who share those 
values.

The first strike 
day I didn’t know 

who  wou ld  tu rn 
up. But we’ve had 
between 30 and 50 
people on the picket 
lines throughout.

W e  h a v e  g o t 
stronger and people 
have found their voice.
Turn to page 19 for more

How teachers and parents formed a 
campaign that drove back academies
by MIRIAM SCHARF

SCHOOLS IN Newham are being 
driven towards academy status by 
education cuts—both national and 
local. Our council is running down 
services.

Meanwhile, land values in the 
borough have skyrocketed.

Anyone with an eye on the 
property market can see that 
playgrounds, playing fields and 
schools are valuable. Academisation 
is a way of getting hold of them.

Schools started to be taken out 
of democratic control and, until 
recently, the union was letting it 
happen. Our union branch was too 
weak and dominated by the right .

But two years ago we got a few 
more active people in schools and 
left wing people elected to the 
branch committee. The left is the 
majority in the branch now.

We got more votes because of 
the anti‑academisation campaigns 
that had already taken place.

Having socialists in schools 
matters because we know strikes 
are the only way to stop academies 
and we know the potential.

All the time we increased the 
number of people who wanted 
things to be different.

In September, I went to a union 
commitee meeting and said I 
wanted to call a meeting against 
academisation. 

I was told by some officers that 
there was no point. However,  
there were enough of us on the 
committee to vote for it.

I asked Stefan Simms, an 
NEU union divisional secretary 
from Ealing, to come to the first 
campaign meeting. 

He had already helped organise 
strikes over the issue. He said 
you need two things—strikes and 
parents’ support. We had 50 in the 
room and no idea we would get 
such a good response.

Some parents who came had 
been involved in a campaign 

against academies in July last year. 
Despite not winning, they 

helped the new campaign.
After that, I rang two key 

parents and we organised another 
meeting near their school so 
parents could get there.

We called it Newham Against 
Academisation and we got 50 
there from three local primaries. 
Then we were onto something. 

The parents from the July 
campaign remained engaged and 
inspired us union members. They 
said, “These are our kids and we 
want you to defend them”.

And, because these parents 
speak many different languages, 
they can reach many more people.

Another key thing is that the 
union nationally has recruited 
organisers. They went into schools 
that we identified as under threat 
and recruited groups of union reps. 

The context to all this is the 
hope that people have in change 
because of Jeremy Corbyn. 

We all hope our council 
changes. But, as socialists, our 
message is without people fighting 
for our services from below, those 
at the top won’t deliver them.
Miriam Scharf is a Newham NEU 
officer and a campaigner with 
Newham Against Academisation

FROM MEETINGS and rallies, to 
strikes and protests, the movement 
was built steadily   

 Pictures: Guy smallman

Carolyn McGrath

Miriam Scharf
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IN BRIEF 

Victory for cleaners 
over redundancies
WORKERS AT professional 
services firm Ernst and Young 
have won their fight against 
redundancies. 

Around 65 cleaners work 
across three of the firm’s 
London sites. They were 
told by management that 
“restructuring” would lead to 
job losses. 

Their union, the 
Independent Workers of Great 
Britain, balloted them. 

On Wednesday workers 
announced that management 
had backed down. 

“It shows that if we 
unionise we can fight back,” 
said one worker. “I want to 
say to all outsourced workers 
that we can fight back.

“We decided to fight and 
unionised in a couple of weeks. 
Now there are 40 of us.”

Hackney wardens 
will not park action 
PARKING WARDENS in 
Hackney, east London, are 
preparing to walk out on  
14 and 15 May over pay. The 
Unite union members voted 
100 percent for action.

Nearly 40 wardens work 
for APCOA Parking, which 
was awarded the contract by 
Hackney council. Workers want 
a 5 percent rise and action 
over sickness procedures and 
holiday allocation. 

Fight against cuts  
to free school meals 
ACTIVISTS IN Dorset met last 
weekend to discuss how cuts 
to free school meals will affect 
the most vulnerable families. 

People in Weymouth and 
Portland have the lowest 
average wages in Britain.

The meeting was called 
by Weymouth and Portland 
Action on Wages.

Ali Chown, Dorset divisional 
secretary of the education 
union NEU, said, “The attack 
on free school meals is part of 
a wider attack on education.”  

Workers refuse  
to eat amid germs
REFUSE WORKERS in Slough 
are balloting for action over 
the dismissal of a Unite union 
activist. Peter Nolan’s hearing 
was set for Tuesday this week. 

His suspension concerned 
management putting pressure 
on workers not to return to the 
depot for their meal break.

Workers say they have no 
access to washing facilities, 
leading to a high chance of 
contracting disease. 

Torus workers want 
a fight for more pay
HOUSING maintenance 
workers at Torus Group, who 
maintain social housing for 
22,000 tenants in Warrington 
and St Helens, are fighting a 
below-inflation pay increase.

A consultative ballot 
rejected the bosses’ offer of 
1.5 percent for 2017-18 and  
2 percent for 2018-19.  

 Now will firefighters 
   be asked to clear bins?
by NICK CLARK

A LABOUR-LED fire authority 
has picked a fight with 
firefighters by trying to force 
through detrimental changes 
to their jobs.

West Midlands Fire Service 
(WMFS) has introduced 
contracts that could make new 
firefighters take on extra duties.

West Midlands firefighters 
are now voting on whether to 
strike against the contracts.

The contracts allow the fire 
service to change the duties at 
any time. Firefighters on these 
contracts could end up having 
to do work well outside their 
normal job roles—potentially 
taking them away from 
frontline emergency work.

The contracts also mean 
the service has become a 
two-tier workforce, with new 
starters forced to do duties 
that longer-serving firefighters 
aren’t. 

The fire service already 
wants firefighters to take on 
duties such as taking patients 
home from hospital, or helping 
people who fall at home.

FBU West Midlands chair 
Andrew Scattergood told 
Socialist Worker the new 
contracts would allow the fire 

authority—and soon the Tory 
West Midlands mayor—to add 
even more work. 

“If I had said five years ago, 
do you think the fire service 
would be contracted to drive 
people home from hospital, you 
would have said no,” he said. 

Starters
Changes to firefighters’ roles 
could also mean they end up 
picking up the slack from cuts 
to other services.

Andrew said, “One of the big 
concerns from our members 
is that in cases such as the bin 
strike, they’ll be saying we 

need to go and collect the bins. 
That’s nothing to do with us.

“Not that I think they will go 
down this route, but is there an 
argument that says rubbish is a 
fire hazard, and is it therefore 
in the role of a firefighter?”

The changes come amid 
ongoing talks between fire 
service bosses and the national 
union about changing the 
role of the firefighters. FBU 
members rejected a proposed 
pay offer last year that was 
linked to taking on extra duties.

Andrew said the moves by 
WMFS were an attempt to 
bypass the national negotiations.

RAIL WORKERS and their supporters demonstrated at parliament last week on the second 
anniversary of the battle over driver-only operation.                                     Picture: Guy Smallman          

RAIL WORKERS

New battles over guards
A FRESH wave of strikes 
is set to begin as workers 
continue the fight for 
guards on trains.

The RMT union has 
called a strike for 9 May on 
Northern, Greater Anglia and 
South Western. 

Workers on South Western 
also plan to walk out on  
11, 14, 16 and 18 May. 

They are fighting against 
driver-only operation which 
workers say will make trains 
unsafe and inaccessible.

nSCOTRAIL workers were 
set to strike on Saturday 
over attacks to their service 
that are so severe the 

RMT union says they will 
compromise public safety.

Bosses want to chop  
17 jobs from a CCTV 
monitoring service in Paisley 
and Dumfermline. 

Workers there watch 
CCTV from Scotrail’s whole 
network, and say these cuts 
will have a huge impact on 
the service they provide. 

The redundancy 
programme means the 
remaining workers will 
have to work enforced 
nightshifts, with staff having 
to “tear apart their work-life 
balance”. 

A further strike is planned 
for 11 June. 

FIREFIGHTERS

FIREFIGHTERS’ MASS meetings on Monday backed the 
resistance to the bosses’ plans                Picture: FBu WeSt midlandS

POSTAL WORKERS at the 
CWU union conference 
last week called for union 
members to be balloted 
on any final agreement 
to changes to working 
conditions in Royal Mail.

Delegates passed a motion 
calling for ballots, after 
an agreement with bosses 
committed the union to trials 
of new working practices.

Many of the trials are 
aimed at making Royal Mail 
more efficient—which can 
mean cuts and increased 
pressure on workers. 

The conference also 
passed two motions against 
management bullying. 

Meanwhile delegates to 
the CWU’s Telecoms and 
Financial Services (TFS) 
conference called for 
industrial action by members 
working for BT Openreach.

A motion attacked bosses 
for breaching an agreement 
that protects workers from 
working more than  
12 Saturdays a year. 

It called for a campaign 
“up to and including 
industrial action”. 

CWU CONFERENCE

LANCASHIRE NHS OUTSOURCING 

HOSPITAL WORKERS protested in Wigan last week as they 
took part in a strike ballot. Workers at three hospitals in the 
Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh NHS foundation trust could 
strike over plans to outsource their jobs to wholly-owned 
subsidiary company, WWL Solutions.               Picture: cyril Fitton

USDAW CONFERENCE CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

THE RETAIL and distribution 
workers’ trade union, Usdaw, 
held its annual conference at 
the end of April.

Usdaw—the fifth biggest 
union with 433,000 
members—has long 
been a strong ally of the 
Labour right. A farewell 
video for outgoing general 
secretary John Hannett had 
contributions from Gordon 
Brown and Tony Blair.

But times may be changing. 
Many delegates expressed a 
feeling that Usdaw should be 
more engaged with the wider 
labour movement. 

There were calls for it to 
take mobilising for events 
such as the TUC’s demo on 
12 May more seriously. 

The union’s national 
executive was also defeated 
over its opposition to a 
motion calling for a legal 
maximum wage set at ten 
times the minimum wage.
Usdaw conference delegate

THE PCS civil service union 
will debate whether to ballot 
for industrial action to beat 
the 1 percent pay cap at its 
conference this month.

The PCS is demanding a  
5 percent pay rise, a  
minimum wage of £10 
an hour, pay equality and 
a restructure of pay and 
grading structure. 

Delegates to the union’s 
annual conference in 
Brighton will vote on whether 
to launch a national ballot.

A consultative ballot last 
year saw nearly 79 percent 
vote for action on a 49 
percent turnout. A strike 
ballot can build on that result.

nPCS UNION members 
at conciliation service 
Acas are set to strike on 
Friday of next week. 

They are fighting to stop 
attacks on pay grading and 
the closure of an office in 
Liverpool.

JUSTICE FOR GRENFELL MANCHESTER MAY DAY FESTIVAL

THE MONTHLY Silent Walk 
demanding justice for the 
people who died in the Grenfell 
Tower fire is set to take place 
on Monday 14 May at 7pm. 

This month it will revert to 
its original route—departing 
from outside the Methodist 
Church on Lancaster West road.

Earlier in the day at 3pm a 
protest will take place outside 
parliament. 

A motion is being debated 
calling for a panel with 
decision-making abilities to be 
appointed to the public inquiry 
into the fire.

SHADOW chancellor John 
McDonnell was cheered by 
a May Day festival crowd 
in Manchester last Sunday 
when he set out Labour’s 
plan for government.

Labour would address 
homelessness and unsanitary 
rented property by building 
a million new homes, 
McDonnell said.

Labour would challenge 
big business to pay proper 
taxes, including a “Tobin tax” 

on financial transactions, and 
would nationalise some water, 
energy and rail provision.  

But we also need a strong 
trade union movement, 
McDonnell said.

It’s clear that we’ll need 
a huge popular movement 
outside parliament, because 
the rich and powerful will 
not stand by as a left Labour 
government moves to take 
away chunks of their power.
Mike Killlian

McDonnell speech cheered
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EDUCATION

 Victory at Avenue school  
 against academies plan
by SADIE ROBINSON

WORKERS AND parents at Avenue 
school in east London scored a vic-
tory this week after school bosses 
retreated on an academy plan.

NEU union members at Avenue 
had staged several strikes against the 
plan. Parents had also launched a 
legal challenge.

On Monday it was agreed that no 
academisation would go ahead this 
calendar year.

One Avenue parent told Socialist 
Worker the academy plan was all 
about “greed and money”.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  a t  n e a r b y 
Cumberland school the NEU called 
off a planned three-day strike after 
the school signed over to become part 
of a multi-academy trust.

Workers there had staged ten days 
of strikes against the plan.

Parents and workers at Cumberland 
explained how academisation is 
harming education.

Parent Alicia told Socialist Worker, 
“Things have changed already.

“There used to be a ‘step up 
centre’ where children with Special 
Educational Needs (SEN) went in 
breaks and at lunchtime. But now 
they don’t have it. My son’s been so 
stressed.”

Parent Sharon added that academi-
sation will see SEN children “pushed 
out”. “It will be all about the grades,” 
she said. Learning mentor Dee added, 
“They’ve cut support for children who 
struggle with a full time curriculum.

“It’s like they don’t care,” she said.

The victory at Avenue follows a 
number of schools retreating from 
academy plans. It shows it is possible 
to push back privatisation in schools.

And union membership at 
Cumberland has soared since the 
 dispute began (see page 17).

The fight against academies in 
Newham—and to defend education 
in all schools—will continue.

lSend messages of support to 
assistant.secretary.nta@gmail.com

nCAMPAIGNING Against 
Academisation—how to turn the 
tide. Saturday 16 June, 1-5pm, 
Wesley Hotel, Euston St, London 
NW1 2EZ.  Public meeting organised 
by the Anti Academies Alliance. 
Go to antiacademies.org.uk

Ice cream bribe attempt 
whips up a storm in Hull
WORKERS AT Hull College 
are set to strike next 
Wednesday in a dispute 
over job cuts. 

College bosses plan to 
cut hundreds of jobs—or 
around a third of the 
workforce. 

UCU union members plan 
a further two-day strike on 
17 and 18 May. 

They voted by 79 percent 
for strikes in a recent ballot.

The action will hit the 
college’s three sites in Hull, 
Harrogate and Goole.

UCU members have 
also unanimously called 
on college boss Michelle 
Swithenbank to resign.

They backed a motion of 
no confidence in her that 
condemned her attempts to 
bully and bribe workers not 

to attend a protest.
Bosses had emailed 

workers claiming that a 
lunchtime protest last 
month, organised by Hull 
Trades Council, could be 
illegal.

They also tried to bribe 
workers not to attend 
the protest with offers of 
discounted ice cream.

The college hired an 
ice cream van to sit at the 
other end of the campus for 
the duration of the protest.

UCU regional official 
Julie Kelley said workers 
are angry at the impact 
the job cuts would have on 
students. 

“We need to ensure we 
have a broad curriculum 
that delivers real 
opportunities,” she said.

PARENTS, STUDENTS and teachers protest last week  Picture: Guy Smallman

UNIVERSITIES

Step forward on pensions, 
but further attacks loom
BOSSES HAVE withdrawn 
plans for a defined 
contribution (DC) pension 
scheme for workers in 
older universities. 

Bosses had initially 
wanted to switch workers’ 
USS defined benefit pension 
scheme to a DC one. 

This sparked  
14 days of strikes in 
over 60 universities. 

Union leaders successfully 
won a vote to suspend 
strikes after bosses agreed 
to pause the attacks.

Now a Joint Expert 
Panel (JEP) will look at 
the scheme. Bosses may 
draw up a new DC plan. 

And there’s a real threat 
that pension contributions 
will be increased next April.

Around 150 workers 
attended a London Region 
UCU union dayschool 

last Saturday. There 
was anger towards the 
union leadership. 

Members of the union’s 
Higher Education Committee 
were last week asked to vote 
on a paper about the terms 
of reference for the JEP. 

But they weren’t 
allowed to speak on it or 
to propose amendments.

The dayschool agreed to 
launch a national solidarity 
network and to campaign 
for bosses to commit to a 
“no detriment” position 
in the USS scheme.

Some 20,000 people 
have joined the UCU 
since recent disputes over 
pensions and pay began. 

They joined because 
there was a fight to stop 
the bosses’ attacks. 

Workers must be prepared 
to return to strikes.

EQUAL PAY

Strike ballot 
in Glasgow
LOW-PAID WORKERS in 
Glasgow are to be consulted 
on strikes in their decade-long 
battle for equal pay.

Unison union members 
working for the council and 
its arm’s length external 
organisations will be asked if 
they are prepared to strike. 

Over 10,000 workers—
most of them women—are 
fighting for an end to an 
unfair pay system that has 
seen them be paid thousands 
of pounds less than men. 

In January Glasgow City 
Council voted to resolve the 
dispute, and to sit down for 
negotiations with unions. 

But workers are fed 
up with delays, and 
want a resolution as 
soon as possible. 

Unison Glasgow chair 
Karen Ball said, “We want 
the individual claimants 
compensated for past 
discrimination as soon as 
possible and a new job 
evaluation scheme which 
delivers pay equality and 
pay justice for all.”
Sarah Bates

nWOMEN WORKERS at 
Imperial War Museums 
(IWM) are being paid less 
than men on lower grades. 
That’s despite the official 
gender pay gap at the 
museums being 1.2 percent.

Some workers are being 
paid over £8,000 a year less 
than people two pay bands 
lower than them. 

The union representing 
the workers—Prospect—
said pay structures at IWM 
allow bosses to pay men 
significantly more than 
women workers senior to 
them. Nearly 10 percent of 
women workers at IWM have 
this problem. 

Fight low pay 
and bullying
NEU MEMBERS at Connaught 
School for Girls in north east 
London began a three-day strike 
on Tuesday. They are fighting 
for workers to be paid an inner 
London pay rate.

And workers across five schools 
in East Sussex were set to strike 
for 24 hours on Thursday, also 
over pay. Newer and lower paid 
workers have been denied a 
2 percent pay rise.

The NEU suspended a strike at 
Acton High school in Ealing, west 
London.

Workers are fighting bullying, 
management’s response to 
behaviour issues and a planned 
takeover by Ark.

nTeachers and teaching 
assistants in the NEU union at 
St Helens Primary Academy 
in Barnsley had their 4th and 
5th days of strike last week. 

They are protesting against 
bullying management at 
Academies Enterprise Trust. 

A planned strike this 
week was suspended so that 
talks can take place at the 
Acas conciliation service.
George Arthur
lSend messages of support to NEU 
secretary Nicola Fitzpatrick at  
nicola.fitzpatrick@neu.org.uk

COLLEGES OUTSOURCING

Protesters demand 
equal pay and rights
OVER 100 people joined 
striking workers outside 
the University of London on 
Wednesday as part of the 
first day of their two-day 
strike against outsourcing.

Outsourced workers are 
demanding the same rights 
as people employed directly 
by the university. 

They currently get worse 
pension, holiday pay, sick 
pay, maternity pay and 
paternity pay entitlements.

Strikers were joined 
on the protest—organised 
by the IWGB union—by 
students and workers from 
the University of London and 
elsewhere. 

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell and singer Billy 
Bragg spoke and sang 
respectively.

“Today is about coming 
out and driving home the 

initiative,” striker James told 
Socialist Worker. “We want 
to make the university aware 
that we’re not going to stop.”

Previous strikes have only 
included security officers, 
receptionists, porters and 
postroom workers. 

But the latest ballot 
also includes cleaners, 
audiovisual staff and 
gardeners.

Lecturers and other 
workers from the Institute 
of Education came down to 
support the strike. 

University management 
had promised to implement 
pay rises some six years ago, 
but workers are yet to see 
them.

A key meeting of 
management is due to 
take place on 17 May that 
will take a decision on the 
strikers’ demands.
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 ON THESTREETS
 AGAINST TRUMP 
DONALD TRUMP is com-
ing to Britain on Friday  
13 July, and he will face 
mass protest wherever he 
goes.

Demonstrations, work-
place actions including 
walkouts if possible, block-
ades and occupations can all 
feed into the rebellion against 
the “special relationship”.

This will be a chance to hit 
back against the president 
who has showered billons on 
the rich and attacked work-
ing class people viciously. 

He has attacked migrants, 
Mexicans, LGBT+ people and 
anti-fascists. 

He has boasted of sexually 
assaulting women. He has 
trampled on Palestinians by 
recognising Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel.

Trump has tapped into the 
darkest recesses of US society 
to whip up support. 

He must be opposed—and 
if his visit here is a failure, 
it will feed the confidence 
of people in the US to fight 
back. 

I n  J a n u a r y  T r u m p 
announced he wasn’t coming 
to Britain in the immedi-
ate future. He was afraid of 
protests.

Trump thinks if he doesn’t 
come on an official visit he 
will avoid protests, so instead 
he’s stopping off on his way 
back from a Nato summit in 
Brussels.

 He’s wrong. One poll 

has shown that 4 percent of 
people in Britain—around 
two million people—would 
“definitely” take part in pro-
tests against a Trump visit. 

The visit will be held pre-
dominantly outside London, 

The Telegraph newspaper 
reported.

Together Against Trump 
has already called for a mass 
protest on 13 July. 

This is a new formation 
which brings together the 

Stand Up To Trump coa-
lition of anti-racist and 
anti-war groups, and the Stop 
Trump grouping launched 
by Guardian columnist 
Owen Jones. Both organi-
sations have come together 

for a one-off  national 
demonstration.

Together Against Trump 
says, “This demonstration 
isn’t just about Trump. This is 
a fight against our own ‘hos-
tile environment’ as well as 
the American government.”

Disgustingly foreign secre-
tary Boris Johnson hailed the 
“fantastic” news of Trump’s 
visit.

“Looking forward to seeing 
our closest ally and friend on 
the GREATest visit ever,” he 
tweeted.

Others know it won’t be so 
easy for Trump. Trump has 
been urged by British-based 
supporters to stay away from 
London.

In a letter to the US 
President, six conservative 
groups recommend he should 
instead focus his visit on his 
“ancestral home” of Scotland. 

The news comes as Trump 
is in trouble at home. This 
week teachers’ strikes in the 
US spread to Arizona and 
Colorado. 

He must be met with oppo-
sition. Whether it is Scotland 
or London, people will let 
him know he is not welcome.
For more details go to  
bit.ly/TogetherATrump

DONALD TRUMP may visit his “ancestral home” of Scotland during a visit to Britain in July 

SCOTLAND

 SNP warns of Tory devolution attack as independence campaigners march
by RAYMIE KIERNAN 

THOUSANDS of supporters 
of Scottish independence 
were set to march in 
Glasgow this Saturday, in 
a demo called by the All 
Under One Banner group. 

It comes at a time 
when serious questions 
are being posed to 
Scottish Labour’s new 
leader Richard Leonard. 

Labour not only opposes 
independence but also will 
not accept the Scottish 
parliament’s right to 
decide whether and when 
there should be a second 
independence referendum.

Some dismiss all Labour 

members and supporters 
as right wing “unionists”.

But this does nothing to 
forge a radical movement 
for independence. 

Scottish National Party 
(SNP) leader Nicola 
Sturgeon accused the Tory 
government last week of 
a Brexit “power grab”.

She said, “After Brexit 
the UK government has 
made clear it wants 
the final say on many 
devolved policy areas 
which are currently 
subject to EU law.” 

Sturgeon is right to 
say that the Tories are 
“completely demolishing 
the principle at the 
heart of the devolution 

settlement endorsed 
democratically by the 
people of Scotland more 
than 20 years ago”.

But SNP leaders are 
not putting forward a 
fighting alternative.

They were rightly 
critical of May’s 
involvement, at the 
behest of US president 
Donald Trump, in the 
bombing of Syria. 

But its own claim 
to have an ethical 
foreign policy has 
been undermined by 
recent revelations.

Sturgeon has refused  
to clarify the role of 
Scottish government-
owned Prestwick 

airport in the recent 
airstrikes in Syria. 

The airport has 
previously hawked its 
services to the US. 

In May 2017 a US Air 
Force Stratotanker—
an air-to-air refuelling 
aircraft—was based 
at Prestwick for three 
weeks and operated 
several sorties. 

At that time Trump 
ordered airstrikes in Syria 
that killed civilians.

Scottish independence 
has to be allied to a 
radical anti-austerity, 
anti-racist and pro-
working class movement.
For more details go to 
bit.ly/AllUOBUS Airforce Stratotanker
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