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Clear the racists 
out of Manchester 

Huge backing for mobilisation against 
the racist ‘Football Lads’ >>Page 20

PASSPORT TO
PREJUDICE

Immigration lawyers speak out on how racism is 
hardwired into law  >>Pages 10&11
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FIGHTING THE TORIES

Class anger on 
show at TUC 
demonstration
OVER 25,000 trade unionists 
and campaigners marched 
through London on the TUC 
union federation’s “New 
deal for working people” 
demonstration last Saturday.

Pay was the big issue for 
nearly everyone on the march.

This anger must to be 
turned into strikes and 
sustained struggle.
>>Page 4

GRENFELL

Survivors 
demand more 
from inquiry
GRENFELL Tower survivors 
and relatives of those who 
died slammed Theresa 
May and the Tories’ 
response to the tower 
block fire on Monday.

They protested outside 
parliament in the afternoon 
ahead of an MPs’ debate.

The Tories are under 
pressure over their demands.
>>Page 7

NHS

Back this health 
workers’ fight to 
stop outsourcing
HEALTH WORKERS in 
Lancashire are on the 
frontline in the battle 
against NHS privatisation.

Around 600 porters, 
cleaners and other low 
paid workers plan to start 
a 48-hour walkout next 
Wednesday.
>>Page 17
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lSELLAFIELD nuclear 
reprocessing plant could 

face a fine over contamination. A 
worker may have been exposed 
to three times the annual radiation 
limit when he was injured in 
February last year. Sellafield got 
a £700,000 fine in 2013 for not 
treating radioactive waste properly.

Government admits torture 
and kidnapping—almost 
THE LIBYAN Islamic Fighting Group 
(LIFG) was an anti-Gaddafi Islamist 
militant group.

In 1996, with the backing of MI6, it 
tried to assassinate Muammar Gaddafi.

But after years of considering Libya 
a pariah state, the West lifted the sanc-
tions against it in 2004. 

In 2007 BP signed an exploration deal 
with Libya’s National Oil Corporation—
with Tony Blair looking on.

British security services cracked down 
on Libyan dissidents as part of the deal.

They assisted in the rendition of two 
senior LIFG leaders, Abdel Hakim Belhaj 
and Sami al-Saadi, to Tripoli where they 
were tortured.

A letter “for Musa in Tripoli from 
Mark in London”, about Abdel Hakim 
Belhaj, was written by Sir Mark Allen, 
MI6’s then counter-terrorism chief. 
Allen went on to work for BP.

The letter was addressed to then 
Libyan foreign minister Musa Kusa. 
Allen wrote, “This was the least we 
could do for you and for Libya to dem-
onstrate the remarkable relationship we 

have built over recent years.”
Calling Belhaj “air cargo”, Allen 

thanked Kusa for the support shown to 
an MI6 agent. 

Labour home secretary Jack Straw 
was clear it didn’t happen. He said, 
“Unless we all start to believe in con-
spiracy theories and that the officials are 
lying, that I am lying, that behind this 
there is some kind of secret state which 
is in league with some dark forces in the 
United States, there simply is no truth 
in the claims that the United Kingdom 
has been involved in rendition full stop.”

His successor David Miliband took a 
similar line. 

The Tories tried to block information 
about the case, cancelling an inquiry 
and fighting it in the courts. Last week 
Theresa May wrote to Abdel Hakim 
Belhaj and his wife Fatima Boudchar, 
who was also kidnapped when preg-
nant, to apologise on behalf of the gov-
ernment for failings over the case.

Failing is a euphemism for kidnap 
and torture, but they have admitted to  
what they previously said didn’t happen.

lALMOST HALF of people spend their 
monthly salary within three weeks, a 

survey by a jobs website found. 
   In total, two thirds run out of cash 
before pay day and a third use an 
overdraft or credit card to survive. Some 
56 percent of workers feel stressed due 
to money worries.  
    And 24 percent cancel activities with 
friends and family but do not admit the reason.

Tories train on how to 
look like a ‘real person’
TORY MPs 
are being 
encouraged 
to show that 
they are “real 
people” on 
Instagram. A 
presentation 
given by Tory 
officials to 
MPs this year 
made clear that 
photo-sharing 
was central. 

Party chairman Brandon 
Lewis took on the tricky 
task of making Tories look 
normal on social media

The first slide told MPs 
that through Instagram 
they could “speak directly 
to a younger audience”.

The slide concluded 
that Instagram was “a 

chance to 
show you are 
a real person 
who people 
can relate to 
or be inspired 
by. The goal is 
to do both”. 

The rules 
“DO. Pose 
with people. 
Offer “unique 
content” 

which is “playful”. Show 
“work being planned”.  
“DON’T Post one picture 
of you or a person; Post 
a list of press releases; it 
must feel real”.

Apparently, a picture of 
a red box on some stairs, 
posted by Tory MP Sam 
Gyimah is a great example 
of “PLAYFUL CONTENT”.

The computer says 
you are nicked 
FACIAL recognition 
software used 
by the cops 
has returned 
false positives 
in more than 
98 percent 
of cases.

The 
biometrics 
regulator—we 
didn’t know there was 
one either—called it 
“not yet fit for use”.

The Metropolitan 
Police’s system has 
produced 104 alerts of 
which only two were 
positive matches. 

The cops said it 
did not consider the 
inaccurate matches 
“false positives” because 
alerts were checked 

a second time.
Facial 

recognition 
technology 
scans people 
in a video feed 
and compares 
their images  

to pictures 
stored in a 

reference library 
or watch list. 

It has been used at 
large events such as the 
Notting Hill Carnival.

The same system 
used by another force, 
South Wales Police, 
has returned more than 
2,400 false positives 
in 15 deployments 
since June 2017. 

Fewer than 10 percent 
were correct matches.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘What I can’t 
accept is the 
activity. I use 
the expression 
sodomite’
Lord Tebbit explains his 
oppostion to the new Bishop of 
Bury St Edmonds 

‘Madame May is 
weak and Boris 
Johnson has the 
same hair-do as 
Trump. That says 
everything’
Günther Oettinger, EU budget 
commissioner

‘Angry scenes 
as protestors 
detonate smoke 
bombs at march 
in London’
The Daily Star newspaper 
gets excited about the GMB 
union contigent having flares 
on the TUC demo. It helpfully 
illustrated the story with 
protesters kicking down a door 
in Colombia

‘There is a need 
to shine a light 
through the fog 
of lies, half-truths 
and obfuscation 
that pours out of 
their propaganda 
machine’
Andrew Parker, head of MI5, 
stands in a greenhouse and 
throws a rock at Russia 

Supergrass 
gets out 
LOYALIST killer Gary 
Haggarty has been 
released.

He was flown out of 
Northern Ireland on a 
private jet and will go 
into witness protection 
under MI5 supervision.

The former UVF 
leader in North Belfast 
was sentenced to six-
and-a-half years in 
January.

His murder victims 
include John Harbinson 
who was beaten to 
death with a hammer, 
Sean McParland, who 
was shot dead in front 
of children, workers 
Eamon Fox and Gary 
Convie, who were shot 
dead in their car, and 
Sean McDermott, who 
was also found shot in 
a car.

As well as doing 
a deal, when he 
committed the over 
500 offences he was 
convicted of he was 
being paid by Special 
Branch.

LIAR JACK Straw

A playful case

ROYAL WEDDING 
FIGURE IT OUT
 

£30 million
Police overtime and 
counter-drone measures

£30 0,000
Marquee

£285,000
Catering 

£50,000
Cake

£193,000
Drinks

£30 0,000
Dress

£110,000
Flowers

£17,000
Photos

£200,000
Invitations printed in gold 

£30 0,000
Music

£90,000
Some 20 silver-plated 
fanfare trumpets

£130,000
Decorations

£120,000
The Honeymoon



 US shares Israeli ‘values’
ISRAEL’S BACKER, the US, 
intervened at the United Nations 
to block an investigation into the 
killings on Monday.

Trump’s senior advisor and 
son-in-law Jared Kushner said 
Palestinian protesters were “part 
of the problem and not 
part of the solution”.

He was speaking in 
Jerusalem to open the US 
embassy on Monday.

He also praised Israel’s 
human rights record and 
values, saying they are 
“the same values that the 
US cherishes”.

And as Israeli troops 
gunned down Palestinian 
protesters, Kushner 

declared that it is possible for 
“both sides” to “live in peace, safe 
from danger, free from fear”.

Kushner has led Trump’s 
push for the “ultimate deal” in 
Palestine. 

This would force the Palestinian 
Authority to let Israel 
annexe huge illegal 
settlements in the 
occupied West Bank.

Kushner was the 
co-director of the 
Charles and Sheryl 
Kushner Foundation 
when it donated almost 
£43,000 to West Bank 
settlement-building 
projects between 2006 
and 2015.

 It’s heroic  
 to resist  
 occupation
ISRAEL AND its supporters 
blamed the deaths on 
Palestinians. They demonised 
the Palestinians for resisting 
the occupation.

Israel’s ambassador to 
Britain Mark Regev said on 
Tuesday that Palestinians 
were killed for approaching 
the border fence.

“You had some 40,000 
people involved in violent 
riots on our border,” he said. 

He added, “The people of 
Gaza live a very difficult life 
because they live in a prison 
controlled by Hamas.”

Disgracefully some Labour 
Party members lined up 
with Israel to attack the 
Palestinians. 

In a tweet that has since 
been deleted Labour Friends 
of Israel said, “Hamas must 
accept responsibility” for 
Monday’s events.

Border
The group repeated the 
Israeli claim that the protests 
were “cover to attack Israeli 
border communities”.

Labour MP John Woodcock 
said he was “deeply troubled” 
by those “who simply 
condemn Israel without 
mentioning Hamas’ role”.

All of this ignores the 
fact that Palestinians in 
Gaza have endured a siege 
imposed by Israel for more 
than a decade. The siege 
began after resistance group 
Hamas won democratic 
Palestinian elections.

That siege is enforced by 
one of the largest militaries in 
the world—heavily funded by 
the US and Britain. That some 
Palestinians tried to break out 
of the siege is nothing short of 
heroic.

Blaming Palestinians for the 
deaths in Gaza means lining 
up with the oppressor against 
the oppressed.

 Fury after Israel kills over  
 60 Palestinian protesters
by NICK CLARK

ISRAELI SOLDIERS shot and killed 
at least 60 Palestinians in Gaza on 
Monday—more than doubling the 
number they have killed over the 
past six weeks.

Around 40,000 people joined the 
protest in Gaza, as just miles away 
Israel celebrated the move of the US 
embassy to Palestinian city Jerusalem. 
US president Donald Trump said it 
was “a great day for Israel”.

A 14 year old boy was among 
those killed on Monday—with more 
killings likely as Socialist Worker 
went to press. The slaughter brings 
the number killed by Israel since pro-
tests began on 30 March to at least  
108. No Israeli has been injured 
during the weeks of protests.

More than 10,000 Palestinians 
have been injured by Israeli soldiers 
in recent weeks. The military has 
used sniper fire, live ammunition, 
rubber bullets and tear gas.

The Israeli airforce also boasted of 
carrying out fresh airstrikes on Gaza 
on Monday, and there was shelling 
by an Israeli tank.

The protests this week marked 
the culmination of weeks of resist-
ance. Protesters called for an end 
to the siege of Gaza. And they 
demanded the right to return to the 
land Palestinians were expelled from  
70 years ago when Israel was founded.

Designed
Some 850,000 Palestinians were 
forced out of their homes in 1948—a 
process designed to ensure Israel had 
a clear ethnic majority. 

Israel’s military has stopped them 
and their descendants—including the 
majority of Gaza’s population—from 
returning ever since.

As the killings continued, Israeli 
prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
celebrated the move of the US 
embassy to Jerusalem. He said it was 

“a great day for peace”. The move 
was timed to coincide with the anni-
versary of Israel’s foundation. 

It seeks to legitimise Israel’s claim 
to own Jerusalem—and encourage 
the theft of more Palestinian land.

Speaking on Monday Netanyahu 
said, “We are in Jerusalem and we 
are here to stay. Jerusalem has been, 
and always will be, the capital of the 
Jewish state.” 

Netanyahu went on to thank the 
Israeli soldiers at Gaza’s border.

But the killings sparked outrage 
across the world. Palestinians living 
in Israel struck and protested on 
Tuesday against the massacre.

Supporters of the Palestine 

Solidarity Campaign were set to pro-
test in towns and cities across Britain 
as Socialist Worker went to press.

Some 200 more protested out-
side the Israeli embassy last Friday. 
Speaking to the protest, Palestinian 
Leah Mohammed said, “70 years 
on the Nakba still affects us as 
Palestinians.

“How shameful is it that while 
Israel celebrates its creation, we 
Palestinians will be remembering its 
murder, dispossession and theft?”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Palestinians have been staging 
protests in recent weeks
lThe protests were in the run-up 
to the 70th anniversary of the 
Nakba, when Israel was founded
lIsrael has responded with sniper 
fire, live ammunition, rubber 
bullets and tear gas
lIts troops killed over 60 people 
on Monday—yet some blame 
Palestinians for the deaths
lPalestinians living in Israel 
struck and protested on Tuesday, 
and global protests were planned

IN THIS WEEK

 1948
Israel’s creation 
sparks the Nakba
ISRAEL’S FIRST prime 
minister David Ben-
Gurion signed its 
founding declaration on 
14 May 1948.

It saw Zionist militias 
launch a campaign of 
terror to drive 850,000 
Palestinians from their 
homes.

Jared Kushner

PALESTINIAN VICTIMS of Israeli gunfire on Monday Picture: PA 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 
news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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 As the rich get richer---  
 another reason to resist
THE 1,000 richest people in 
Britain now have a record official 
total wealth of £724 billion—up 
10 percent on last year’s figure.

The Sunday Times Rich List 
shows this super-wealthy elite 
has not suffered cuts like the 
vast majority has since 2008.

The richest 1,000 have almost 
trebled their wealth since 2009.

The richest individual in 
this year’s list is fracking and 
chemicals firm Ineos boss Jim 
Ratcliffe. 

He increased his wealth by 
more than £15 billion last year 
to take his fortune to £21 billion.

In 2013 Ratcliffe threatened to 
close Falkirk petrochemical plant 
unless workers accepted a brutal 
package of job cuts and 
worse conditions.

In 2010 his team left 
Britain for Switzerland’s 
much lower corporate 
tax rate. He returned 
in 2016, encouraged 
by Tory tax cuts for 
the rich.

Ratcliffe is one 
of a record  

145 billionaires in the list 
—11 more than in 2017. 

Mike Platt, BlueCrest Capital 
Management co-founder and 
chief executive, has been 
named Britain’s richest hedge 
fund manager with a £3 billion 
fortune. 

A Tory party donor, Platt also 
owns a Bombardier Challenger 
private jet and homes in London, 
Switzerland and the US.

In figures that should 
shatter ideas of Scotland’s 
“national unity”, there are an 
unprecedented 79 Scots on the 
list.

They have a record combined 
wealth of £32 billion.

Year after year the Rich List 
provides inescapable proof that 

taxing the rich properly could 
deliver billions desperately 
needed for the NHS, 
education and other services.

Seizing control of 
the economic system 
from such vultures 
is necessary to win a 
world where people 
come before profit.

 New nukes  
 are nothing  
 to celebrate
TORY DEFENCE secretary Gavin 
Williamson confirmed on Monday 
£2.5 billion in spending on Britian’s 
submarine programme, including 
its nuclear fleet.

Williamson announced a £1.6 
billion contract with BAE Systems 
to build the seventh and last of the 
Astute hunter-killer submarines.

He also confirmed a further 
£960 million worth of contracts 
has been signed for the next 
phase of construction of four 
Dreadnought submarines.

These are the replacement for 
the Vanguard submarines that 
carry the Trident nuclear weapons 
system.

Support
Disgracefully the GMB union 
celebrated the move and said it 
came “after Labour joined GMB’s 
campaign to keep a crucial  
£1 billion order for three new 
military support ships in the UK”.

Tim Roache, GMB general 
secretary, said, “After months 
of lobbying and pressure from 
employers and trade unions alike, 
any announcement that means 
investment in UK shipbuilding is 
welcome.”

Trade unions and the Labour 
Party should not cheer spending 
on weapons that could destroy the 
world. 

They should instead demand 
that Trident be scrapped and its 
workers given socially useful jobs. 
The money saved should go to 
schools and hospitals.

Top billionaire Jim Ratcliffe

 Class anger  
 on show at 
 TUC demo 
 in London  
But union leaders must take the fight 
to the Tories now—not just wait for 
a Corbyn-led Labour government

OVER 25,000 trade unionists and 
campaigners marched through 
London on the TUC union fed-
eration’s “New deal for working 
people” demonstration last 
Saturday.

It called for a minimum wage 
of £10 an hour now, a ban on 
zero hours contracts and repeal of 
the Trade Union Act which makes 
strikes harder. And it demanded a 
crackdown on tax dodgers and more 
funding for the NHS, education and 
other public services.

There were delegations from vir-
tually every union in Britain, and a 
particular welcome for recent strik-
ers such as rail, university, college 
and McDonald’s workers.

Pay was the big issue for nearly 
everyone on the march.

At the rally 

 

Manuel Cortes, TSSA transport 
union general secretary, said, 
“Enough is enough of rotten, rotten 
austerity and we’re not going to take 
it anymore. 

“The Tories have used the reces-
sion as cover to smash the NHS, 
attack workers’ conditions and pre-
side over a fall in wages.”

Huge cheers erupted when Cortes 
said, “We should take a leaf out of 
Iceland’s book. They put the bankers 
where they belong—in jail.”

Decline
Ten years on from the financial 
crisis, real wages are still worth 
£24 a week less than they were in 
2008. And they are not expected to 
return to pre-crash levels until 2025, 
according to the TUC.

At that point, real wages in 
Britain will have been in decline for 
17 years, and the average worker 
will have lost about £18,500.

Kris, a GMB union care worker, 
said, “I only get the minimum wage. 
We’ve got to get it up to £10 an hour.

“This is how we do that, by 
marching.”

And Jo, an Usdaw union rep at 
an Argos in Bolton, said, “We need 
a better living wage. People are 
struggling. 

“I volunteer at a soup kitchen and 
we’ve got people coming who are in 

work, not just homeless people.” 
People had different ideas about 
how to win higher wages.

A couple of sections of the march 
occasionally broke out in chants of, 
“Oh Jeremy Corbyn”. And there was 
a smattering of Labour Party ban-
ners throughout the march.

Dodging
Sean, a young council worker, said, 
“We haven’t had a pay rise for eight 
years, but the rich are still allowed to 
get away with dodging tax.

“We need a change of govern-
ment for a start. A Labour gov-
ernment led by Jeremy Corbyn 

would be a huge step forward.”  
Sarah, a health care worker in the 
Unison union, wanted a better pay 
deal than the one her union leaders 
had recommended. 

“We’ve had a pay freeze for years,” 
she said. “Now they’re going to 
put pay up but it’s not in line with 
inflation.

“We need to have more marches 
like this. Strikes maybe.”

It was very welcome that Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn joined march-
ers on Saturday. Too often he has 
been absent from major demonstra-
tions in recent months.

Corbyn promised to “open an 

inquiry into Orgreave [a police 
assault on miners during their 1984-
85 strike], blacklisting and wherever 
workers have faced injustices.

A commitment to housing was a 
central part of his speech, reassert-
ing the promise to build “half a mil-
lion council homes”.

He said, “Public ownership is no 
longer a dirty word but is some-
thing that is very popular. It will give 
workers a say in their future.”

More online...
For more coverage of Saturday’s 
demo go to bit.ly/TUCMARCH

TRADE UNIONS mobilised their key activists and networks for a march that could have been much larger  Picture: Guy Smallman

FIGURE IT OUT
 2.5  billion pounds 

committed for new 
submarines for the 
Navy

 24  pounds a week is the 
amount people have 
lost on average in real 
wages since the the 
financial crisis began 
in 2008

 724  billion pounds is how 
much the richest 
1,000 people in Britain 
are now worth

 Strikes and protests can defeat the Tories
THE MARCH last Saturday was a 
good initiative. But it’s important 
to face reality. The Tories won’t roll 
over because tens of thousands 
demonstrate.

The feeling of unity from the 
march has to be turned into strikes 
and sustained struggle. Frances 
O’Grady, TUC leader, wrote after 
the march, “To make big change, it 
takes more than one person and it 
takes more than one rally.”

She’s right—but the trade union 
leaders haven’t organised the scale 
of resistance we need.

Six months ago there was real 

anger over the public sector pay 
cap, but no real effort to have 
coordinated ballots and strikes.

Instead union leaders allowed 
below-inflation pay deals to go 
through in many areas.

The new balloting thresholds of 
the anti-union laws make big strikes 
harder. But workers have shown 
they are not impossible to beat.

Postal workers in the CWU union 
smashed the thresholds, and so 
did UCU union members.

The other important factor is 
that the success of Jeremy Corbyn 
have created a sense of “wait for 

Jeremy”. But it could be four years 
to the next election, four years of 
horrendous damage and poverty 
caused by the Tories.

Just electing Labour won’t 
transform workers’ lives. We can 
see that in the record of Labour-
type parties in Greece and France. 

March today, organise and 
campaign for bigger demonstrations 
and strikes tomorrow.

And a central part of pushing 
for that is to take issues into the 
workplace like anti-racism and 
opposition to Donald Trump’s visit 
to Britain on 13 July. Speakers slammed Tory austerity

On the march

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

ISRAEL, THE IMPERIALIST 
OUTPOST IN MIDDLE EAST

T 
HIS WEEK marks the 
70th anniversary of the 
Nakba, or catastrophe. 
This is how Palestinians 
describe the expulsion 

of 850,000 Palestinians from their 
homes by Israeli forces in 1948.

This horror lies at the 
foundation of Israel. And it flows 
from the nature of the Israeli state.

Israel’s supporters portray it 
as a progressive, democratic safe 
haven that helps Jews escape 
antisemitism. In reality it is a 
violent, racist state that exists to 
serve imperialism.

The Zionist movement, which 
argued for a separate Jewish 
homeland, emerged at the end of 
the 19th century in response to 
horrendous antisemitism across 
Europe.

Eventually Zionists decided 
on Palestine as the place for the 
new Jewish state. But an Arab 
population already lived there.

So Zionist leaders needed 
support from the great powers. 
And they made clear that they 
would act as imperialist lapdogs in 
return.

This was attractive to Western 
rulers, who wanted a friendly 
regime in the Middle East to help 
protect their interests. The Zionists 

first won backing from Britain. 
They promised the British 

government that their settlements 
in Palestine could help consolidate 
Britain’s empire. Britain took 
control of Palestine in 1918 and 
more Jews moved there.

Zionism grew stronger after 
the Holocaust, as more people 
despaired about the possibility of 
overcoming antisemitism.

After the Second World War, 
the United Nations partitioned 
Palestine. It gave 56 percent to 
Zionist settlers, who made up just 
a third of the population.

This wasn’t enough for the 
Zionists—who then launched 
the Nakba. The new Israeli state 
grabbed 80 percent of Palestine 
by 1949, driving Palestinians to 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Later, Israel proved its worth 
to the US. In 1967 it beat Egypt, 
Syria and Jordan in the Six Day 
War. This dealt a blow to the Arab 
nationalism of Egypt’s Gamal Abdul 
Nasser, which posed a threat to US 
influence in the region.

The US dramatically increased 
aid to Israel following the war. It 
has continued to fund, arm and 
back Israel ever since—last year it 
paid the terror state £2.8 billion. 
Between 1946 and 2016 it handed 
over almost £100 billion.

Israel today acts as a watchdog 
for the US in the Middle East. 
Though its vicious attacks 
sometimes cause concern for the  
US it remains a key ally. 

Donald Trump’s decision 
to move the US embassy to 
Jerusalem has encouraged Israel’s 
murderous violence this week.

The massacres this week are 
another reason to protest against 
Trump when he comes to Britain 
on 13 July. 

Israel acts in the interests of its 
imperial sponsors and relies on 
racist violence to survive. It can’t 
be compromised with. 

The only solution to the horror 
in Palestine is one democratic, 
secular state where Jews and Arabs 
live side by side.

MEDIA BIAS HITS NEW LOW
T HE MURDER of Palestinians 

on Monday had a 
perpetrator, a criminal actor. 

It was Israel whose snipers fired 
into the crowds. 

Drones dropped tear gas. Jets 
bombed targets inside the Gaza 
Strip. 

Yet much of the mainstream 
media reported the massacre as 
“border clashes”. 

The purportedly impartial BBC 
predicted more “Gaza violence” 
and “fresh protests after deadly 
clashes” on Tuesday morning.

Whenever Israel commits a 
massacre, the media hides the real 
process at work.  

The media sometimes has to 
react and adapt to outrage against 
crimes such as the murders this 
week. 

So the New York Times and 
Guardian newspapers said Israeli 
forces were responsible for killing 
Palestinians. 

But they will “balance” this 
with criticism of resistance, and 
accusations of antisemitism.

They thereby fit in with the 

spectrum of officially acceptable 
opinion.  The Palestinian protests 
came on the day that Donald 
Trump moved the US embassy to 
Jerusalem. 

Yet while the Daily Mirror 
newspaper said Trump had “blood 
on his hands”, it also talked only 
of the “controversial opening of 
the US embassy”.

The mainstream media’s support 
isn’t because of a Jewish or Zionist 
lobby’s influence. 

It’s because the rulers of the US 
and Britain support Israel.

Israel acts in the 
interests of its 
imperial sponsors 
the US and Britain
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ANALYSIS 
NICK CLARK

 Cultural boycott is a  
 way to expose Israel
FOR ISRAEL’S prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu, 
Eurovision winner Netta Barzilai is the apartheid state’s 
“greatest ambassador”. For other Israeli politicians her 
victory was a great way to celebrate decades of violence, 
theft and occupation against Palestinians.

That’s not laying it on thick—they said as much themselves. 
Sunday was Jerusalem Day, when Israel celebrates the anni-
versary of its invasion and occupation of East Jerusalem in 
1967. Every year tens of thousands of Israelis parade through 
East Jerusalem’s streets, taunting the Palestinians who have 
lived under military occupation ever since.

Israeli justice minister Ayelet Shaked—a vicious racist who 
has called for war against the entire Palestinian people—said 
this year’s celebration “began with Netta Barzilai’s victory”.

Others took a slightly different tack. Israeli centre left poli-
tician Merav Michaeli thanked Barzilai not just for “bring-
ing the Eurovision to Jerusalem” but also for her supposed 
“feminism”. Barzilai herself thanked people for voting to “cel-
ebrate diversity” and “challenge stereotypes”. It was a strange 
claim for a performance that featured dodgy stereotypes of 
Japanese people. 

She finished by declaring, “This is my country, next year in 
Jerusalem”—a phrase sung at the end of Passover meals, but 
this time meant literally. 

Next year the contest will be held in a divided city, where 
some 200,000 Palestinians live under military occupation, 
with fewer rights than Israeli citizens.

But it will showcase Jerusalem as the undivided—and 
purely Israeli—capital.

The timing is perfect—as every Israeli politician who cel-
ebrated her win was keen to point out. It was just two days 
before the US embassy moved to Jerusalem.

“Not only the embassy is coming to Jerusalem, but the 
Eurovision too!” enthused senior politician Yuli Edelstein. 
“The victory set our hearts overflowing, and brought national 
pride to us all.”

This is how Israel uses culture. More than a decade ago 
the Israeli government launched a “Brand Israel” programme. 

Occupation
It has poured millions of pounds into promoting musicians 
and artists as the liberal face of Israel, explicitly to replace 
stories of its occupation of Palestine. Visiting musicians are 
used in the same way.

When it works its success is celebrated as international 
acceptance of Israel’s claim to Palestinian land, and the occu-
pation gets a progressive face.

That’s why supporters of the Palestinians advocate a “cul-
tural boycott” of Israel. It’s a tactic that draws attention to the 
brutality of the occupation, denying Israel the opportunity to 
cover it up.

Supporters of Israel hate it—and the right to even call for 
a boycott is under attack. Using an example associated with 
the IHRA definition of antisemitism, they hope to characterise 
boycotting Israel as antisemitic.

The example forbids “applying double standards by requir-
ing of it a behaviour not expected or demanded of any other 
democratic nation”.

Yet Israel is anything but a “democratic nation”. It 
was founded—and is sustained by—the dispossession of 
Palestinians. The entire occupation, backed up by racist laws 
that marginalise Palestinians and facilitate their disposses-
sion, is designed to ensure that Israel keeps its ethnic majority.

As a result, Israel is a deeply racist society, as rapper Azealia 
Banks recently found out. She resisted calls to cancel her show 
in Israel’s capital Tel Aviv last week.

But after performing there she publically vowed never to 
return, having faced racism wherever she went.

That racism is deadly for Palestinians. Its rationale is used 
to justify the massacres of Palestinian protesters in Gaza (see 
page 3).

The protesters demand their right to return to the land they 
were ethnically cleansed from 70 years ago. Israeli soldiers 
shot them down because their return threatens Israel’s exist-
ence as an exclusively Jewish state.

That’s the ugly truth at the heart of the Israeli state which 
its defenders are desperate to cover up on the 70th anniver-
sary of its foundation.

BOSSES COULD face a grilling by workers if they don’t back down over pay  Picture: Guy Smallman

College strikes for better 
pay and decent education
by SADIE ROBINSON

WORKERS AT two east 
London colleges ended a 
two-day strike on Tuesday 
of this week. UCU union 
members at Tower Hamlets 
and Hackney col leges 
walked out as part of a 
series of strikes over pay.

The action follows a one-
day strike at both colleges 
last Friday.

Union members are fight-
ing a below-inflation 1 percent  
pay deal, as well as spe-
cific disputes in individual 
colleges. 

There was anger among 
pickets at Tower Hamlets 
College. Maths teacher Steve 
told Socialist Worker, “There 
is so much money being 
chucked about in this place. 
It’s rubbish to say they can’t 
afford to pay us more.

“All these new middle 
management positions have 
appeared with high salaries. 
It really galls you.”

Tower  Hamlet s  and 
Hackney recently merged 
with Redbridge College 
to form New City College. 
Strikers said that, since the 
merger, conditions have got 
worse.

“Workload has increased,” 
said Steve. “And we have 
a different culture being 
imposed on us. It’s all these 
things together—that’s why 
we had to strike.”

Striker Richard agreed, 
adding that people feel their 

pay offer is “pathetic”. UCU 
members at Tower Hamlets 
had been offered a £250 
lump sum and a £250 a year 
pay rise. 

But they have suffered a 
real terms pay cut of 25 per-
cent since 2009. Workers 

need much more than is on 
offer. And there were strings 
attached for some—such as 
increasing workload.

“There’s £9 million in 
the bank and the principal’s 
salary has gone up from 
£120,000 a year to £185,000 

a year,” said Richard. He said 
the years of real terms pay 
cuts were “deprofessionalis-
ing the service”.

Striker Ian agreed. “This 
is about pay but people are 
also angry about all the other 
things, such as disciplinar-
ies and lesson observations. 
People want to have a go 
back.”

The pay strikes throughout 
May and into June initially 
involved ten colleges across 
England. But the UCU sus-
pended a planned four-day 
strike at Sandwell College in 
the Midlands, due to begin 
on Tuesday, after reaching 
an agreement.

The deal is for 6.25 percent 
over three years, which could 
rise to 6.5 percent. That’s still 
below-inflation and it’s possi-
ble that workers could have 
won more. But it has pushed 
bosses beyond their 1 percent 
limit.

Dave Muritu is branch sec-
retary of the UCU at Sandwell 
College. He told Socialist 
Worker, “Across the country 
colleges are being told that 
1 percent is the best you can 
get. 

“But we took quite bold 
action—we struck for five 
days in two weeks. And now 
they’ve found the money they 
said they didn’t have to give 
us a pay rise.”

Strike together to win
A PLANNED series of 
strikes ending on 12 June 
will see several other 
colleges take action.

Workers at Epping 
Forest College were set 
to strike on Thursday, 
while those at Lambeth 
and Lewisham Southwark 
colleges were set to 
walk out next Tuesday.

Future walkouts will 
involve UCU members at 
a further four colleges.

Bosses at the 
Association of Colleges 
have responded with 
threats, saying they 
won’t negotiate over 
the 2018/19 pay claim 
if the strikes continue. 

The UCU Left, which 
Socialist Worker 
supports, called this a 
“declaration of war”.

The UCU has asked 
branches to discuss 
a motion calling for a 
ballot. It declares that 
the union will “ballot 
members nationally 
for escalating strike 
action in pursuit of the 5 
percent 2018/19 claim”.

The union must have 
a national response to 
the bosses’ bullying and 
blackmail. And solidarity 
with the strikes from 
other trade unionists can 
make a huge difference 
to workers’ resolve.

On other pages...
Hull college strikes get 
solidarity  >>Page 19
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Survivors of 
Grenfell say 
Tory inquiry 
moves are 
not enough 
by ALISTAIR  FARROW 

GRENFELL TOWER survivors 
and relatives of those who died 
slammed Theresa May and the 
Tories’ response to the tower 
block fire on Monday. 

They protested outside parlia-
ment in the afternoon ahead of an 
MPs’ debate. It had been forced by 
a petition demanding a represent-
ative panel be added to the public 
inquiry into the immediate causes 
of the fire.

May announced last week that 
there would be two “expert advis-
ers” to the inquiry, a move she had 
previously refused. 

Her retreat shows the Tories are 
under pressure—and that now is 
the time to push for more. 

“If it wasn’t for everyone here, 
this day would never have hap-
pened,” survivor Bilal told the 
1,000-strong monthly Silent Walk 
for Grenfell later in the evening. 

Labour’s shadow home sec-
retary Diane Abbott joined the  
protest outside parliament in soli-
darity. “Announcing there’s going 
to be two panel members is not 
enough,” she argued. 

“If they just have puppets on the 
panel that is not enough.”

Bereaved 
May made her concession after 
meeting bereaved families.

Clarrie Mendy, who lost family 
in the fire, spoke to May for 15 
minutes. “The present plan for two 
advisers is definitely not enough,” 
she told Socialist Worker. “We need 
experts from social housing and the 
fire service. Minimum.

“This could all have been pre-
vented if the recommendations 
from the Lakanal House fire inquiry 
in 2013 had been implemented.” 

Labour MP Laura Pidcock agreed 
with Clarrie about the inquiry. She 
told Socialist Worker it’s a “disgrace 
survivors had to initiate a petition 
and expend energy fighting to get 
two people”. “It’s a start, but it’s cer-
tainly not enough,” she said. 

The Grenfell Tower victims died 

because they were poor, black and 
working class. And as the one-year 
anniversary of the fire on 14 June 
approaches the Tories continue 
to treat survivors with the same 
contempt. 

Just one third of Grenfell house-
holds have been rehoused and 
some 64 remain in temporary 
accommodation.

The Hackitt review into building 
practices due to report this week 
is expected not to recommend a 
blanket ban on flammable cladding 
or “desktop studies”. These allow 
building materials to be used with-
out having been tested.

Moyra Samuels  from the 
Justice4Grenfell campaign said, 
“We are no longer going to stay 
quiet and ask nicely. 

“Let’s make noise on the anniver-
sary to remind this government we 
are not going away.”

Protests have been called on 
Saturday 16 June in addition to 
the monthly Silent Walk in north 
Kensington on the anniversary. 

Bilal summed up people’s deter-
mination to fight for justice. “We 
got burned out of that building,” he 
said. “Until we start seeing people 
punished for what they have done, 
the fight is not over.”

BACK STORY
The one-year anniversary of the 
Grenfell Tower fire on 14 June is 
less than a month away
lThe Tory council brushed aside 
residents’ fire safety concerns 
lThe Tory government continues 
to treat the survivors and 
bereaved relatives with the same 
contempt 
lTheresa May made 
concessions over the public 
inquiry 
lBut survivors and justice 
campaigners say it’s not enough Fifty years after the Ronan Point tower 

block collapse very little has changed 
FOUR PEOPLE died and 17 were 
injured in the Ronan Point Tower 
Block disaster 50 years ago this 
Wednesday. 

A gas explosion took out some 
load-bearing walls, leading to the 
collapse of an entire corner.  

The rooms that collapsed were 
almost all kitchens—more would 
have died if the explosion hadn’t 
happened so early in the morning. 

The decisions taken before and 
during Ronan Point’s construction 
bear a striking resemblance to 
Grenfell Tower’s refurbishment. 

Government egged on councils 
to build tower blocks cheaply 
and quickly. The 1956 Housing 
Subsidies Act introduced subsidies 
for buildings over six, 15 and  
20 stories.

The block had been built by 
Taylor Woodrow Anglian using the 
“Larsen & Nielsen” system. 

This involved assembling pre-
constructed concrete panels to 
build the flats. These are slotted 
together without any bolts, 
supporting beams or other fixings.

In another chilling similarity 
to Grenfell Tower, the cost of 
installing strengthening steel 
beams in Ronan Point would have 
been just 5 percent more.

The West Ham borough 

architect was questioned about 
why he chose this construction 
method. “If there was anything 
fundamentally wrong in the 
system surely somebody would 
have found that out somewhere,” 
he said. 

It had been. Five years before 
a part of an army barracks in 
Aldershot built using the system 
collapsed before it was finished.

The potentially corrupt decisions 
that led to Ronan Point’s collapse 
are typified by the engineering 
contract tendering process.

Normal practice was for 
councils to contract independent 
consulting engineers to advise on 

construction. That didn’t happen. 
Taylor Woodrow, which owned 

the patent for the Larsen & Nielsen 
system, demanded the borough 
use consulting engineers Phillips 
Consultants. It was owned entirely 
by Taylor Woodrow.

A public inquiry was set up after 
that disaster. It found the building 
techniques and architects at fault, 
but failed to point to government 
decisions that strongly encouraged 
councils to build higher and faster. 

Fifty years since Ronan Point 
things have changed, but not so 
much. Just down the road from 
where Ronan Point stood is Ferrier 
Point. It is presently undergoing 
emergency building work to 
remove flammable cladding that 
was fitted to the block in a contract 
with Rydon in 2015.

Rydon refurbished Grenfell.
Newham council initially denied 

Ferrier Point was a fire risk, but 
was eventually forced to carry out 
the work. 

The way capitalism treats the 
lives of ordinary people with 
contempt has changed little. 

With Grenfell Tower, as with 
Ronan Point, those responsible at 
the top of the state will wipe the 
blood from their hands unless they 
are held to account. 

RONAN POINT tower block in Canning Town 
shortly after the explosion in May 1968 (above). 
Nearby Ferrier Point has flammable cladding 
like that used on Grenfell removed this month 
(top). Clarrie Mendy on the Silent March for 
Grenfell (right) P

ic
t
u

r
e
: G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n

P
ic

t
u

r
e
: G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n

Removing flammable cladding 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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 More strikes needed to smash  
 Macron’s assault on workers
Impressive strikes and protests in 
France show how to fight back. But 
now is not the moment for unions  
to retreat, argues Charlie Kimber
TRAIN SERVICES were halted 
in many areas of France this 
week as strikers made a big 
push to give new momentum to 
their battle against President 
Emmanuel Macron.

They have been striking two days 
in every five for six weeks.

On Monday all the unions called 
for “a day without rail workers”. It 
was highly successful, with few ser-
vices running.

It also saw an escalation of mili-
tancy. Around 200 strikers from 
Paris Nord station invaded the SNCF 
rail management headquarters.

From Marseille, CGT union 
member Bernard told Socialist 
Worker. “We struck and we 
blocked the road near the Saint-
Charles station. Some people, 
strikers and supporters, occupied 
the tracks.

“The bosses brought in the police. 
But they couldn’t stop the occupa-
tion. All the trains were halted.

“It feels good to be on the offen-
sive. We need more of this and to 
link up all the battles.

“Students came to support us, 
and we have visited the students 
who blockaded the Aix-Marseille 
university.”

The battle against Macron’s rail 
cuts, closures and sell-offs were 
boosted last weekend when Le 
Parisien newspaper unveiled a 
leaked document. 

It exposed the government’s 
claims that it has no plans to priva-
tise the network as false.

And it’s not just rail workers who 
are fighting. 

A day of action and some strikes 
were planned for Tuesday this 
week in hospitals.

A mass strike by civil service 
workers and other public sector 
workers is set for next Tuesday, and 
a general day of action on 26 May.

Unfortunately there are also 
retreats.

All the rail unions have called a 
vote on the government’s attacks. 
This is on their own initiative and 
it’s a hugely dangerous move.

Some managers and non-strik-
ers will take part in the vote, and it 
could raise doubts about the unity 
of workers. 

Instead of holding divisive votes, 
it’s time to escalate the battle.

The revolutionary socialist 
organisation NPA this week called 
for rail workers to “consolidate 
the strike, to decide to make it 
indefinite and to vote every day in 
assemblies how to take it forward”.

On other pages...
A passport to British prejudice 
>>Pages 10&11

A DEMONSTRATION to mark “a day without rail workers” Picture: Force ouvriere

 Tories cosy up to Erdogan during visit  
 and promise weapons for his assaults
THE TORIES and the queen rolled 
out the red carpet for Turkish 
leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan this 
week just as he is intensifying his 
crackdown on democratic rights 
and the Kurdish people.

Protesters gathered at Downing 
Street on Tuesday to oppose this 
state visit. Theresa May has always 
shown support for Erdogan.

She flew to Turkey to secure a 
£100 million arms deal the day 
after she met US president Donald 
Trump in January. 

The Solidarity with the People 
of Turkey group condemned May’s 
support for an “authoritarian 
anti-democratic” government and 
demanded Britain breaks links 
with the regime.

On Sunday police attacked 
Kurdish protesters in Reading, 
Berkshire, who attempted to block 
Erdogan’s convoy. He was on his 
way to wine and dine with May at 

a meeting sponsored by arms firm 
BAE Systems and oil giant BP. 

British arms supplied to Nato 
member Turkey have been used 
in the recent invasion of Afrin in 
northern Syria and the massacres 
of Kurds in Cizre, Silopi and 
Nusaybin. Foreign Secretary Boris 
Johnson has promised a “jumbo 
trade deal” with Turkey.

Erdogan rules with the aid of a 
repressive state of emergency that 

has been in place for nearly two 
years.

Thousands of members 
and elected politicians of the 
opposition rot in jail.

Britain’s new ambassador to 
Turkey Sir Dominick Chilcott 
gave a grovelling interview last 
weekend praising Turkey as “an 
indispensable partner of the UK”. 

He then threatened activists 
in Britain by saying, “We have 
proscribed the PKK [Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party] as a terrorist group 
for many years. 

“We haven’t proscribed the 
YPG [Kurdish People’s Protection 
Units] at the moment but we are 
not naive, we understand there are 
very close links between the YPG 
and the PKK.”

If the YPG is banned, thousands 
of activists in Britain could be 
affected and supporters could be 
arrested. 

BACK STORY
Rail workers in France have held 
a series of strikes since April
lThey’re fighting against attacks 
on their terms and conditions
lThey’re the best organised 
section of workers
lPresident Macron thinks that 
if he can defeat them, it will 
demoralise other workers 
lBut the rail fight has inspired 
other workers to strike too
lThe resistance has spread to 
universities, which have been 
shut down and occupied 

Israel and Iran square up
DONALD TRUMP’S decision to 
impose new sanctions on Iran 
has already led to a frightening 
escalation of competition in the 
Middle East.

An exchange of rocket fire 
between Iran and the US’s ally 
Israel last week brought the 
two countries closer to conflict 
in war-torn Syria.

Trump announced last week 
that he was pulling out of the 
“Iran deal” signed between 
previous president Barack 
Obama and Iran. 

The US lifted sanctions 
while Iran limit its nuclear 
programme.  

It was supposed to limit 
Iran’s growth in the region.

Now Trump is threatening 
European companies that 
continue to do business with 
Iran.

It marks a return to 
confrontation as Iran extends 
its influence across the Middle 
East. With Trump’s backing, 
Israel could attack Iran to force 
it back.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
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Woman In White reveals Victorian society
I THINK your review of 
The Woman in White 
(Socialist Worker, 2 May) 
was way off the mark.  

It dismissed the subject 
of Wilkie Collins’s 1860 
novel as “a squabble over 
inheritance rights”and the 
BBC’s new adaptation as 
“entertainment on 
Sunday” with “quaintly 
dressed characters”.

The Woman in White 
pushed literary and social 
boundaries.  

The first ever 
recognised detective 
novel, it delved into the 
vicious underbelly of the 
Victorian super-rich. It 

revealed forced marriage, 
legalised rape and women 
being traded as chattels, 
drugged and incarcerated 
in “insane asylums” if they 
were disobedient.  

The BBC’s adaptation 
gives Collins’s cry against 

women’s oppression full 
amplification in the age of 
#MeToo.

I don’t think socialists 
should dismiss great 
works of art and literature 
that evoke “ruling class 
lives” as your reviewer 
appears to do.  

We can look more 
deeply to assess what a 
work reveals about social 
relations. I hope Socialist 
Worker readers will watch 
the BBC’s adaptation and 
then go back to the novel 
for a gripping lesson in 
Victorian social hypocrisy. 

Nicola Field
South London

9

Celebrate the 
Green gains 
WHY DIDN’T Socialist 
Worker highlight the 
achievements of the 
Greens at the local 
elections?

We went from 31 
seats in the comparable 
elections in 2014 to 39.

They include five 
councillors in Lambeth 
and new ones in 
Birmingham and 
Sheffield.

We would have done 
even better under any 
sort of fair system. 

In Hackney, east 
London, we won about  
17 percent of the vote 
but have not a single one 
of the 57 councillors.

This was all done on 
a left of Labour basis. 
Celebrate!

Sarah Lawler
East London

Labour will 
win in general
DON’T READ too much 
into the local elections. 

Labour will do much 
better if there is a 
general election because 
young people will vote—
they didn’t bother this 
time.

Harry Turner
Leeds

Pride must be 
about protest
I AM outraged that 
Pride Sheffield has said 
that this year’s event 
will be “a celebration, 
not a protest” and told 
people not to carry 
“controversial” political 
signs.

Pride’s roots are in 
political action and revolt. 

We are not yet 
liberated, and while 
having fun and giving 
people confidence, 
protest also has to be at 
the centre of all Prides.

Sally Venables
Sheffield

Slurs about 
Muslims again
THE SUNDAY Telegraph 
has paid £30,000 
damages for an article 
by Andrew Gilligan that 
falsely represented the 
views of Mohammed 
Kozbar of Finsbury Park 
mosque.

  It wrongly said 
he was a supporter 
of violent lslamist 
extremism. 

Don’t believe further 
productions from 
this team, especially 
when they write about 
Muslims.

 Zara Mohammed
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...Don’t let 

our rulers 
label us
THOSE IN power are 
always telling the rest of us 
to be defined by the 
circumstances of our birth.

 They would have us 
believe that if you are born 
in one country that you can 
never belong fully in 
another and that your skin 
colour defines who you are. 
But, by struggle and 
resistance, we have made 
some progress. 

And we should now 
welcome to that struggle 
trans people who also do 
not wish to be defined by 
circumstances of birth.

I thank the women’s 
liberation movement for 
pushing back restrictions on 
what I can be as a woman.

I thank the gay liberation 
movement for doing 
likewise for all of us and 
enabling my son to not be 
restricted in some 
straitjacket of who he can 
be. 

My trans women sisters 
know what it’s like to be 
oppressed. 

I have far more in 
common with them than 
with the Amber Rudds or 
Theresa Mays of this world. 

We had an LGBT+ day 
in Swansea and it was great 
to see people marching 
together through the town 
to celebrate our diversity. 

Everyone who wanted to 
fight against oppression 
belonged on that march. 

We must not be defined 
by accidents of birth or the 
limited worldview of our 
rulers. They love to divide 
us and try to get us to 
blame each other for the 
problems they cause. 

We must fight racism 
and transphobia.

Julia Richardson
Swansea

‘Poor doors’, planning 
and using the system
I WANT to reply to Andrew 
Dickenson’s letter on 
planning (Letters, 25 April).

The planning system 
carves up the public realm 
in the interests of profit, 
unless we organise and 
fight back. It’s not enough 
just to realise that capitalist 
democracy is a swindle.  

We need to contest the 
democratic space. 

For example poor doors 
—separate entrances for 
owners and tenants—are a 
really contentious issue in 
new housing developments.  

Data from hundreds of 

planning documents shows 
that now there is a three-way 
separation, with separate 
entrances for owners, for 
shared ownership and “poor 
doors” for tenants.

The recently-elected  
Labour council in Haringey 
may try to ban poor doors.   

Bringing some ugly 
material into the public 
domain helps us to support 
good councillors. And to 
split them from council 
officers who think that poor 
doors are normal.  

Paul Burnham
North London

Time to take all the political 
issues into our workplaces
AT A recent workplace meeting 
organised by the Unison union in 
Camden, north London, about 150 
came to hear Gary Younge speak. 
It was on “50 years since the 
assassination of Martin Luther 
King, why Black Lives Matter”. 

The current scandalous 
treatment of the Windrush 
Generation no doubt helped 
increase attendance. And it was 
part of a discussion that also 
included King’s legacy, knife crime 
and institutional racism. 

The meeting didn’t come out of 
nowhere though. 

In the last few months the union 
branch has held a number of 
lunchtime meetings and 
workshops with topics ranging 

from pay and pensions to 
Holocaust Memorial Day and 
LGBT+ rights. 

Future meetings are planned on 
why abortion is a woman’s right to 
choose and on Windrush and 
immigration. These are in addition 
to regular workplace stalls. 

Although not all the meetings 
will be the size of the one with 
Younge, they have helped to 
improve the profile of the union.

And they have increased political 
discussion and debate about what 
the union campaigns around.

These are the kind of meetings 
that could and should be held in 
lots of workplaces.

Liz Wheatley
Camden Unison (pc)

lIN THE hospital where I work 
there is abundant evidence that 
black workers are less likely to be 
selected for interviews for senior 
positions. And they are less likely 
to be promoted, less likely to reach 
higher pay grades—but more likely 
to be disciplined.

 As well as joining 
demonstrations over Windrush, 
against the far right, and in 
support of refugees we need to 
take up issues of institutional 
racism in our workplaces.

My union branch is shortly to 
launch a campaign targeting these 
questions and fighting to win real 
change in the lives of black 
workers.

Name and address supplied

A cry against oppression



A BRITISH
PASSPORT TO  
PREJUDICE
The Windrush scandal revealed the racism at the heart of 
the immigration system—and now the Tories are trying 
to cover it up. Sarah Bates and Alistair Farrow spoke to 
immigration lawyers about how the ‘hostile environment’ 
is still tearing apart the lives of tens of thousands of people

T
ORY HOME secretary 
Sajid Javid would have 
us believe he’s got the 
Windrush scandal under 
control. But for tens of 
thousands of people the 

ordeal isn’t over—and the Tories are 
scrambling to cover it up.

As many as 50,000 long-term resi-
dents of Britain are still being treated 
as undocumented migrants, meaning 
they face deportation, losing their job 
and trouble accessing benefits.

The Home Office has said it is 
reviewing the cases of some 8,000 
people who may have been illegally 
deported or removed since 2002.

“That’s quite an admission for them 
because that is a huge amount of 
people,” lawyer Jacqueline McKenzie 
told Socialist Worker. She is one of 
the solicitors representing people 
affected by the scandal.

But the truth is that the state 
simply doesn’t know how many 
people are affected. It’s an indictment 
of a system that treats people’s lives 
with such disregard.

Estimates of the amount of people 
who have been affected hinge on how 
the Windrush Generation is defined. 
Is it just people from the Caribbean? 
What about other Commonwealth 
countries? And what date marks the 
cut-off point?

There’s a fight taking place over 
who can claim to have been treated 
illegally by the British state.

“I think that the [Windrush] class 
should be bigger,” said Jacqueline. “If 

you’re British then why is your child 
not British? And if your child is, then 
why not your grandchild?” she asked, 
referencing some of the most shock-
ing cases in which families have been 
torn apart.

Jacqueline said Home Office offi-
cials said the cut-off date is 1973 at a 
meeting last Thursday.

Another limit was 1971 and the 
Immigration Act passed that year 
which gave Commonwealth citizens 
indefinite right to remain. 

The Act also meant that British 
passport holders born overseas could 
only come to live in Britain if they 

The movement to support the Windrush Generation has humiliated the Tories

had a work permit and could prove a 
parent or grandparent had been born 
in Britain.

Jacqueline said the date has to be 
much later. “Amber Rudd herself said 
it would go up to 1979. She also said, 
on another day, 1988.

“We don’t think that’s correct. 
Why would it be? What about all 
the people who came as British citi-
zens after that point whose countries 
weren’t independent? That’s a big 
issue.”

But even if the cut-off date is 1973, 
then there’s still “certainly tens of 
thousands of people that are affected 
in some way”.

The Al Jazeera news website spoke 
to Michael Braithwaite, who arrived 
in Britain from Barbados more than 
50 years ago.

He lost his job and now faces 

deportation. “If I was deported, I 
don’t know what I would do,” he said. 
“To take someone out and just throw 
them out, like they had no worth.”

Though the Tories may like to limit 
the focus on people who have been 
deported—there are many people 
who face destitution.

“We’re calling for anyone who 
has a case to let us have it,” said 
Jacqueline. She and other lawyers are 
providing Windrush legal advice sur-
geries at the Black Cultural Archives 
in Brixton, south London.

Monique Baptiste-Brown works 
at the archives. She told Socialist 
Worker they have been inundated 
with people coming forward.

“We had a public meeting on  
28 April that was very well attended,” 
she said. “We ended up running  
42 clinics on that day and since then 

If you’re British 
why is your child 
not British? And 
what about your 
grandchildren? 

‘‘ 
we’ve been oversubscribed for every-
thing we’ve run so far.”

The wrangling over who counts as 
a Windrush migrant shows that immi-
gration controls are by nature divi-
sive, discriminatory—and completely 
arbitrary.

One concrete demand is to scrap 
the 2014 Immigration Act that 
enshrined the “hostile environment” 
in law. Unfortunately the Labour 
Party has hesitated to even go this 
far.

But justice for Windrush migrants 
needs to be about much more than 
that.

Ultimately it means having to con-
front the entire racist immigration 
system, and fighting for the rights of 
anyone who wants to live in Britain—
wherever they’re from, and for what-
ever reason. Helping to control borders

Amber Rudd and Theresa May—
key architects of the Tories’ 
‘hostile environment’ strategy

Denied citizenship for ‘bad character’
THE WINDRUSH scandal has 
opened up a debate about the 
nature of citizenship. 

Solange Valdez-Symonds is an 
immigration solicitor and founder 
of advice service Project for the 
Registration of Children as British 
Citizens (PRCBC).

She told Socialist Worker, 
“Citizenship provides intangible 
benefits. For the children we have 
interviewed, it makes them feel part 
of something. They go to school, and 
feel ‘I belong here, I was born here’.”

Shockingly, the most common 
reason for refusing someone 
citizenship is because they are 
deemed to have “bad character”. 

According to the Home Office this 
can mean anything from committing 
terrorism to minor traffic offences. 

But the definition also includes 
drinking, gambling, divorce, 
promiscuity and eccentric beliefs 
and appearance.

Some 326 children were refused 
on this basis between 2010 and 2015.

Nationality
The “bad character” test is part of 
the British Nationality Act 1981. 
It wrote into law that only people 
with a particular tie to Britain could 
apply for citizenship.

So if a baby is born in Britain to 
parents who don’t have immigration 
papers, citizenship or settled status, 
they are not automatically a British 
citizen.

But if a baby is born in another 
part of the world to parents who 
do have British citizenship, that 

is passed on by descent. And the 
fees of almost £1,000 to apply for 
citizenship stop many from being 
able to access it.

Solange says that “children are 
being removed and deported daily.

“Many children with a right 
to citizenship are being sent to 
countries they’ve never been 
before,” she said. 

“Half the children I see were born 
in the UK. The rest have arrived in 
the UK as children.”

She was moved to set up the 
PRCBC after she “saw adults being 
deported that should have been 
registered as citizens as children”.

Under the Act children over ten 
years old are entitled to apply for 
citizenship. Without it, they live in 
constant fear of deportation, limited 
access to jobs, benefits, education 
and housing.

And the various types of British 
citizenship that exist show how 

complicated citizenship is.
If someone is born in what was 

the British Empire, they would be 
considered a citizen in some ways, 
but still be subject to immigration 
controls. 

So those born in Hong Kong 
are considered “British national 
(overseas)”, those from the 
Commonwealth are “British subjects”, 
and people from the Cayman Islands 
are under the category “British 
overseas territories citizen”.

Categories
There are three more categories of 
citizenship. In all of the categories it’s 
possible to become a citizen if you 
meet certain strict criteria, but the 
New Labour and Tory governments 
have made it systematically harder 
for people to do this. 

For instance, people applying will 
need to pass a “Life in the UK” test. 
It’s expensive, at £50 a time, and 
there are only 60 centres in the UK 
that do it. 

And most of the test is about 
British history—it does nothing to 
actually reflect how like the in UK 
actually is. 

Ideas about citizenship form 
an important ideological part of 
immigration controls. 

By declaring some people 
“genuine” citizens, who are 
deserving of the right to be in Britain 
it automatically excludes others. 

Citizenship, or the lack of it, has 
very real implications for people 
but it is rooted in a desire to control 
borders. 

Why dealing with the Home Office is ‘particularly nasty’
AS THE body that 
enforces the immigration 
system, the Home Office 
victimises some of the 
most vulnerable people 
in society. It treats those 
at the sharp end with 
contempt.

Immigration lawyer 
Nain Rahman told 
Socialist Worker that 
“dealing with the Home 
Office is particularly 
nasty because of 
the political element 
involved”.

He said immigration 

lawyers are made to 
feel that they’re dealing 
with “dirty immigrants”. 

“No one actually says 
those words but you 
get the feeling every 
day that you’re doing 
something that’s not 
good,” he said.

“You’re treated with 
contempt, you’re not 
given the cooperation 
you should be given. 

“There are systems 
and procedures laid 
down which aren’t really 
complied with.

“It’s very difficult to 
challenge the Home 
Office. While you might 
get to the High Court 
with an appeal, there’s 
nothing they’re going to 
order the Home Office 
to do.

“We could say that 
every case like this 
must be dealt with in 
six months, but what’s 
the point in giving such 
an order? 

“It’s not going to 
happen because there 
isn’t enough money.”

Ideas about 
citizenship form an 
important part of 
immigration 
controls

‘‘ 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

HUDDERSFIELD
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress 
Wed 23 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress 
Thu 24 May, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD.
Book launch with author 
Iain Ferguson

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
What causes gun 
and knife crime?
Wed 23 May, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St, AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
1968—the year the 
world caught fire
Thu 24 May, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE
Do we need violence to 
get real social change?
Wed 13 Jun, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Police, racism and the state
Wed 23 May, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Guns, racism and the state—
What’s happening in the US?
Thu 24 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Football and capitalism
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
Burnley,
BB11 1NR
CHESTERFIELD
Palestine—70 years 
after the Nakba
Thu 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
1968—the year the 
world caught fire
Thu 31 May, 7.30pm, 
The New Inn,
Chapel Street South,
CO2 7AX

COVENTRY
1968—the year the 
world caught fire
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln, 
CV1 5RF
DERBY
The family and the origins 
of women’s oppression
Thu 24 May, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL
DUDLEY
Palestine—70 years 
after the Nakba
Wed 23 May, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP
EDINBURGH
Where next for the Scottish 
independence movement?
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
The Labour Party—Keir 
Hardie to Corbyn
Thu 24 May, 7pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill,
EX4 3RG
GLASGOW
1968—the year the 
world caught fire
Thu 31 May, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HULL
The Windrush scandal—
fighting against racist 
immigration controls
Thu 24 May, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
No borders! Why 
immigration controls 
are racist
Thu 24 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LONDON: CENTRAL
Iran, Israel and the 
threat of wider war
Thu 24 May, 6.15pm, 
Room 215,  
UCL Foster Court Building,
Malet Place,
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
Iran, Israel and the 
threat of wider war
Thu 24 May, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
1968—the year the 
world caught fire
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
The Windrush scandal—
fighting against racist 
immigration controls
Wed 23 May, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: SOUTH
The Windrush scandal—
fighting against racist 
immigration controls
Wed 23 May, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd 
(near Effra Rd),SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Does your job make you 
sick? Marxism and alienation
Wed 23 May, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Rd, 
E3 5AT

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Fascism—what it is 
and how to fight it
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
William Morris Community 
Centre,6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ
LUTON
What causes gun 
and knife crime?
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood Crescent 
(enter via London Rd  
car park),LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
The Windrush scandal—
how do we fight against 
racism today?
Wed 23 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
Iran, Israel and the 
threat of wider war
Thu 24 May, 7pm, 
Mining Institute,
Neville Hall,
Westgate Rd,
NE1 1SE
NORWICH
US teachers’ strike—
new sinews of working 
class power
Thu 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, 
NR2 2SA
POOLE AND DORCHESTER
Can there ever be a just war?
Thu 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Dorford Centre,
2 Bridport Rd,
DT1 1RR

ROTHERHAM
The Windrush scandal—
fighting against racist 
immigration controls
Wed 23 May, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SCARBOROUGH
Is Lenin still relevant today?
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
1968—the year the 
world caught fire
Thu 24 May, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Iran, Israel and the 
threat of wider war
Wed 30 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Iran, Israel and the 
threat of wider war
Thu 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Wed 30 May, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Iran, Israel and the 
threat of wider war
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW
YORK
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, 
gender and trans politics
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
The rise of the new 
right in Europe
Sat 2 June 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ
Organised by Dorset Socialists
LONDON
Marx@200
Sat 19 May, 12 noon-6pm, 
Birkbeck, University of London,
Malet St, Bloomsbury, 
London WC1E 7HX
NATIONAL
Marxism 2018—a festival 
of socialist ideas
Thu 5 till Sun 8 July,  
central London. A four-day 
political festival hosted by 
the Socialist Workers Party. 
marxismfestival.org.uk
Speakers include Janet Alder, 
John Bellamy Foster, author 
Yuri Prasad, Ilan Pappe, 
Moyra Samuels,  
Ian Hodson and Alex Callinicos.
Together Against Trump—
national demonstration
Fri 13 July,Nationwide. 
Go to Together Against Trump: 
national demo on Facebook

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: 
CITY CENTRE
Wed 23 May, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

BRISTOL
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

CARDIFF
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX

GLASGOW
Sun 27 May, 4.30pm, 
The Griffin,
266 Bath St, G2 4JP

HARLOW
Thu 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
Harlow,  CM18 6BX

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ

MEDWAY
Thu 24 May, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

OXFORD
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore,
Manzil Way, OX4 1YH

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 23 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, 
PO5 4EZ

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.
co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 
Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker (Britain)

Marx@200
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx 
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EXHIBITIONS 
1968: PROTEST AND THE 
PHOTOBOOK
Boilerhouse Level 2 West 
Tate Modern 
Bankside 
London SE1 9TG 
Free

THIS SMALL exhibition is 
not particularly dazzling—
but is another reminder of 
a year when working class 
people’s struggles shook 
the world and inspired 
creativity.

The silkscreen posters 
familiar to many, from the 
Atelier Populaire in Paris, 
are reproduced on one 
wall. 

More unusual is a display 
of photo books from 
around the world, created 
and inspired by the protests 
of 1968.

Japan was perhaps not 
the country most often 
associated with the radical 
movements that sprung up 
that year. 

However, it was one of 
the centres for photobooks 
in the 1960s and 70s. 

Worth a look if you are 
passing by. 
Anna Blake

LOOKING AT LOCOMOTIVES 
Riverside Museum 
Pointhouse Place  
Glasgow G3 8RS 
Free

A NEW display explores 
more than 200 years of 
Glasgow’s train building 
heritage. 

This year marks 50 
years since steam engines 
stopped running on 
mainline railways across 
Scotland. 

This small exhibition 
explores the history of 
locomotive and steam 
powered transport in 
Glasgow.

Redoubtable—a flawed take 
on ‘68 through Godard’s eyes 
A new film about Jean-Luc Godard and 1968 would be better if it focused a 
little more on the latter and a little less on the former, says Bethan Turner
THE EVENTS in France in May 1968 
saw a huge social upheaval with 
millions of workers and students 
in revolt. 

Director Michel Hazanavicius’s 
interpretation of events comes 
through clearly in Redoubtable.

In one interview he described May 
1968 as “bourgeois students rioting”.

It was far more than that. 
Director Jean-Luc Godard, played 

by Louis Garrel, spends almost the 
entire film having an existential crisis 
about his films. 

The uprising made him question 
everything about his previous work 
and the film industry in general. 

Godard’s behaviour is clearly 
shown as being driven by the events 
of May 1968. 

But the feeling that this is a world 
turning upside down is largely  

missing from the film. He occasion-
ally goes on demonstrations and at 
one point sets a car on fire. But the  
whole thing is treated like it’s some 
sort of exciting diversion rather than a 
serious challenge to the French state. 

Goddard’s successful attempt to 
shut the Cannes film festival down 
in solidarity with the movement is 
portrayed via his wife hearing a brief 
segment on the radio. 

The film is based on Godard’s  
ex-wife’s memoirs, so a focus on their 
relationship is to be expected. 

Despite this, it lends the film an air 
of predictability. 

It seems a bit of a wasted opportu-
nity to tell a story about the impact of 
May 68 from a different perspective. 

Godard was scathingly critical of 
the film establishment for ignoring 
what was happening on the streets. 
The same charge could be made 
against Hazanavicius on the 50th 
anniversary of 1968.

Maybe that’s the point. Perhaps it’s 
all one big joke.

Nevertheless, less time with char-
acters posing in flats and cafes and 
more time setting cars on fire would 
have been an improvement. 
Redoubtable is on limited release

photographs of the people 
around him.

People had been encouraged 
to come and fill gaps in the 
labour market.

Over time Burke amassed a 
vast collection of photographs. 

He recorded events such as 
mobilisations of the National 
Front, opposed by local 
counter-demonstrations. 

There are also informal 
shots of people. And there are 

portraits—the artist Barbara 
Walker, drawing and the 
community worker Dave Butcher, 
being arrested. 

People in Burke’s photographs 
often maintain contact with 
him, and are invited to his 
exhibitions. Winford Fagan was 
photographed again by Burke 
forty years later, grieving at his 
son’s funeral. 

These are photographs taken 
in an attempt to show a truer 

picture of ordinary people’s lives. 
They form an archive of the 

history of the black people in 
Handsworth seen through their 
eyes. 

These are the people targeted 
by Theresa May and Amber 
Rudd. They are not going 
anywhere. It’s the Tories who 
need to be sent packing. 
Brenda Batts
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery 
10am to 5pm. Free. Until 1 July

A powerful commentary on racism in the US
MUSIC 
THIS IS AMERICA
http://bit.ly/ThisAmerica

DONALD TRUMP argues it’s safe 
to carry a gun because that stops 
you being a victim of knife crime. 
In that context This is America, 
the latest single by Donald  
Glover aka Childish Gambino, is 
a welcome breath of fresh air. 

The video had been viewed 70 
million times on YouTube in the 
first five days since its release. 

Black people are gunned 
down. Song and dance distracts 
from the chaos and carnage 
taking place. The video questions 
the relationship between 

entertainment, race and racism. 
It opens with Gambino dancing 

behind a man playing a guitar. 
He strikes a pose from the racist  
Jim Crow era. Then he casually 
shoots the guitarist in the back 
of the head before announcing, 
“This is America”. 

He performs dance moves with 
a group of school kids. In the 
background a riot escalates.

And them he 
casually shoots down 
a gospel choir in 
a reference to the 
Charleston massacre. 
He also references 
Stephon Clark, shot 
by the police who claimed 
they thought his phone was a 

gun, before repeating “This is 
America”. 

The video ends with Gambino 
running to escape a white gang. 

Some people have criticised 
the violence in the video. 

This misses the point he 
is making about a racist 
society in which black popular 
entertainment is celebrated but 
black lives don’t matter. 

This is an excellent 
commentary on 21st century 
America. 
Liz Wheatley

EXHIBITION

Burke’s iconic 
images of 
Birmingham 
IT’S AN iconic image. Winford 
Fagan in Handsworth, 
Birmingham, 1970. 

A young black boy with his bike 
in Handsworth Park. He smiles 
nervously, one hand defiantly on 
his hip, the other holding onto 
the saddle as he balances his 
bike. 

Vanley Burke’s black and white 
photographs record moments in 
the lives of people like himself—
those who came to Britain 
from Jamaica in the sixties and 
seventies. 

When the 15 year-old Vanley 
joined his parents in Handsworth, 
he became obsessed with taking 

YOUNG MEN on a see-saw in Handsworth Park, 1984 

 Louis Garrel as Jean-Luc Godard

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  A Rebel’s Guide to 
Martin Luther King
Yuri Prasad

2  Marx 200—a review of 
Marx’s economics 200 
years after his birth
Michael Roberts

3  The Fire Last Time—
1968 and after
Chris Harman

4 Politics of the Mind
Iain Ferguson

5 ‘Kill all the Gentlemen’
Martin Empson

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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I
N THEIR more sanc-
timonious moments 
Western politicians 
like to talk of bringing 
“democracy” to Iran. 
Their interventions in 

Iran have made sure that 
never happened.

From coups to wars to 
sanctions, the US has given 
Iranians plenty of good rea-
sons to hate it.

Economic  sanct ions 
imposed on Iran’s oil and 
banking industries by the 
US, Britain, France and 
Germany have contributed 
to mass unemployment and 
poverty.

US president Donald 
Trump’s plans to impose 
fresh sanctions on the coun-
try is stoking up fear of a new 
war in the Middle East. 

This hits Iranian people 
hardest. 

But this has also fed into 
resistance, most recently in 
December last year, where 
protests fed into a wider 
anger, and spread to sections 
of workers.

O r  2 0 0 9 ’ s  “ G r e e n 
Movement” over election 
results that saw protests 
sweep through Iran.

Iran’s 70 years of turmult 
show the lengths the Western 
politicians will go to, if they 
feel their interests are under 
threat.

Britain and US governments 
have had a long-term interest 
in Iran’s resources—their spies 
organised against an elected 
Iranian government in 1953. 

Controlled 
For the first half of the cen-
tury Britain controlled and 
plundered Iran’s oil indus-
try through the company now 
known as BP.

The Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company (AIOC) was 51 per-
cent owned by the British state, 
and was so powerful it practi-
cally ran the country. 

The Iranian government, 
controlled by the royal family 
the Shahs, did as it was told. 

AIOC’s private police force 
dealt ruthlessly with oil strikes, 
and the state took care of the 
rest. 

Iranian ruler Reza Shah 
brutally suppressed all trade 
unions and political opposition.

A  r i s i n g  t i d e  o f  
anti-colonialism eventually did 
for the British Empire in the 
Middle East. 

In Iran the Shah was forced 
to appoint secular national-
ist Mossadeq as prime minis-
ter in 1951 after his National 
Front party won a majority in 
parliament.

Mossadeq’s nationalism  
was a progressive movement 
of the oppressed. Like other 
nationalist movements across 
the Middle East it challenged 
colonial rule.

Mossadeq nationalised AIOC 
without compensation. It was a 
humiliating blow to the British 
Empire, and Britain’s Labour 
government considered invad-
ing to recapture Iran’s Abadan 
oil refinery. Prime Minister 

Clement Attlee decided against 
it. He’d already sent the British 
army to put down a colonial 
uprising in Malaya, defend 
British interests in Egypt, and 
join the US’s war in Korea.

More importantly the US was 
against intervention and Attlee 
admitted, “We could not afford 
to break with the United States 
on an issue of this kind”.

The US wasn’t too worried 
about protecting Britain’s oil.  

It was quite happy to replace 
Britain as the dominant power 

in the Middle East.  But it was 
worried by Mossadeq—and 
what he had unleashed.

Over the next two years ordi-
nary people demanded more 
economic reforms of Mossadeq’s 
government. 

The US feared that the 
Communist Tudeh party—
which had organised strikes, 
riots and protests—would gain 
enough support to replace 
Mossadeq.

In 2013 and 2017 the CIA 
released hundreds of previously 

classified documents relat-
ing to its role in overthrowing 
Mossadeq. 

Early files show an obses-
sive fear about support for the 
Tudeh and the possibility that 
Iran would fall under the influ-
ence of Stalinist Russia. They 
even discuss organising among 
groups in support of Mossadeq 
against the Tudeh.

But by April 1953 the US 
decided Mossadeq had to go. 
The CIA, along with British 
spies in MI6, orchestrated a 
coup against him. 

In 1954 CIA agent Donald 
Wilber wrote a secret booklet 
describing how they planned 
their secret operation—code-
name Ajax—and how it panned 
out. It shows how the CIA 
approached Mossadeq’s lead-
ing opponent—army general 
Fazlollah Zahedi—with a plan 
to install him as prime minister. 

T h e  C I A  p l a n t e d  
anti-Mossadeq articles in news-
papers and circulated pro-
Zahedi propaganda through-
out Iran.

The first coup attempt 
failed. Zahedi went into hiding 
with the CIA and the Shah fled 
to Iraq. But amid the confusion 
in the days that followed, CIA 
agents did all they could to stir 
up opposition to Mossadeq 
through the press.

Within a few days sup-
porters of the Shah took to 
the streets and the coup was 
relaunched, this time success-
fully. Mossadeq was arrested 
and spent the rest of his life in 
prison or under house arrest.

D
EFIANT, HE told 
his trial, “My only 
crime is that I 
nationalised the 
Iranian oil indus-
try and removed 

from this land the network of 
colonialism and the political 
and economic influence of the 
greatest empire on earth”.

The CIA secretly funnelled 
£2 million to Zahedi’s govern-
ment to prop it up immediately 
after the coup. 

With huge military aid from 
the US, the Shah established a 
new military dictatorship. Iran 
became a base for 24,000 US 
soldiers, and the capital Tehran 
home to the CIA’s Middle East 
headquarters.

The CIA trained Iran’s new 
secret police, the Savak, which 
killed and tortured thousands 
of Iranians.

US companies benefited from 
the carve up of Iran’s booming 
oil industry, but vast numbers 
of ordinary Iranians stayed in 
poverty. 

A “modernisation” pro-
gramme was backed up by 
harsh repression used against 
Iran’s growing working class. 

Pressure built up. When the 
economy crashed in 1977, it 
led to mass protests by some of 
the poorest people in Iran that 
developed into a full-blown rev-
olutionary movement.

There was a huge strike 
wave, and a guerrilla strug-
gle. Strike committees, known 
as Shoras, began to take over 

WHAT’S 
THE DEAL 
 IN IRAN?
Nick Clark looks at how decades of Western rulers’ 
meddling in Iran have meant coups, repression and war. 
But recent movements also show potential for resistance

Their demands 
reflected anger 
at the years of 
US-backed 
repression

‘‘ 
Clement Attlee

READ MORE
lRegime Change in Iran 
by Donald Newton Wilber 
£7.99

lIran in revolt 
by Nick Clark 
at bit.ly/SWIranRevolt

lThe Unthinkable 
Revolution in Iran 
by Charles Kurzman 
£18.95

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

IRANIANS taking 
the US Embassy 
(top) Iran’s oil 
field (above) 
overthrown leader 
Mohammed 
Mossadeq (below) 

the running of some factories. 
Mass protests and even public 
poetry performances brought 
tens of thousands—then mil-
lions—onto the streets.

It was a profound democratic 
awakening. Naturally, the US 
was against it.

The same Shah that saw the 
overthrow of Mossadeq was 
himself overthrown by the ordi-
nary people of Iran in 1979. 
The US gave him refuge, and 
imposed sanctions on Iran.

R
EVOLUTIONS ARE 
complicated. After 
the fall of the Shah 
a section of the 
middle class led 
by Muslim clerics 

assumed the leadership. 
A new repressive govern-

ment formed, led by a cleric 
called Ayatollah Khomeini.

It repressed the left and 
workers’ organisations, but 
gathered support because of its 
opposition to the US. 

In November 1979 protest-
ers led by student supporters 
of Khomeini occupied the US 
embassy and took its staff hos-
tage for over a year. 

Their demands reflected 
anger at the years of US-backed 
repression against them. They 
wanted the Shah returned to 
Iran for trial, an end to the 
sanctions—and an apology for 
the coup against Mossadeq.

The US opposes the regime 
today—but not because of the 
reasons given by its warmon-
gering presidents and sup-
porters in Britain. Some of the 
West’s closest allies are war-
mongering, heavily armed 
tyrants in the Middle East.

The real problem is that since 
the revolution Iran never made 
peace with US imperialism.

So the year after the revo-
lution the US supported Iraq’s 
dictator Saddam Hussein as he 
invaded Iran. The war lasted 
eight years and led to the 
deaths of 300,000 Iranians.

The US has attacked and 
destroyed Iranian oil facilities, 
and in 1988 even shot down 
an Iranian commercial aero-
plane—killing all 290 people 
on board.  

Years of US sanctions against 
Iran have caused misery for 
ordinary Iranians—including 
severe shortages of medicines 
for serious illnesses.

The US has  cynica l ly 
backed revolts and protest  
movements against the govern-
ment in Iran—such as those that 
erupted earlier this year. But the 
closest it ever got to bringing 

Iran in from the cold was with 
the nuclear deal in 2015. Under 
the deal, Iran agreed to limit its 
nuclear programme if the US 
lifted sanctions. 

Even then the threats contin-
ued, and now Donald Trump 
has imposed new sanctions and 
encouraged Israel to make war 
on Iran. 

And, just as it was in 1953, 
US policy may well be geared 
toward regime change. 

The flame that fuelled the 
protest movement in recent 
years shows the potential for 
power on the streets. Ordinary 
people should take to the streets 
again and fight for real change.

ON ONE of the latest series of protests in December last year

Press regulation would only 
protect rich and powerful

The newspaper barons 
won in parliament last 
week. But Labour’s 
opposition only helps 
the rich, writes  
Simon Basketter

THE TORIES and press barons 
got their way last week.

The Data Protection 
Bill had some Labour 
amendments that the Tories 
defeated with the DUP’s help. 

Mostly that was good, 
though the Tory reasons 
for doing it were awful.

People with power like to 
protect their information. 
Sometimes that is gossip 
about their lives, but more 
often it is information about 
where they get their money 
and what they do with it. 

The rich use libel laws 
as one way to do this.

Labour deputy leader 
Tom Watson tabled an 
amendment. It would have 
forced newspapers to pay 
all legal costs in libel cases 
brought against them— 
regardless of the outcome—
unless they joined a  
state-sanctioned regulator.

It is a dreadful idea that 
has been doing the rounds for 
a few years and could see a 
single libel case close Socialist 
Worker—even if we won. 

Watson didn’t push the 
amendment to a vote after it 
became clear it would lose.

Corporate 
That is a good thing, but 
that doesn’t mean backing 
the corporate media. 

They have their pet 
watchdog the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation.
Nonetheless the solution is 
not tougher press regulation.

Labour did push the other 
amendment to a vote. This 
was an attempt to secure 
support for a second Leveson  
inquiry into press standards.

So perhaps it is worth a 
Leveson recap. In 2011 there 
was uproar over revelations 
that the Murdoch-owned 
News of the World newspaper 
had hacked the voicemail 
messages of murdered 
teenager Milly Dowler.

At the same time 
Murdoch—and other media 
groups—used newspapers 

as a blackmail tool. And, 
because of their perceived 
influence over voters, press 
barons used newspapers as 
leverage over politicians.

The hacking of phones 
was known about. The 
blagging of identities was 
not just standard practice—
it was actively encouraged. 

It guaranteed a steady 
income stream for police 
officers. Former cops and 
spooks spied with impunity.

As the hacking scandal 
developed, different parts 
of the establishment turned 
on each other—a little. 
David Cameron and Ed 

Miliband found themselves 
both attacking Murdoch 
and courting him in turn.

Cameron retired to spend 
more time with his money. 
But Miliband popped up last 
week to make a speech for 
the other Labour amendment.

The long diversion that 
was the first Leveson inquiry 
brought little clarity. 

Bribes 
Most people thought it 
would look at phone hacking 
and bribes to the cops. It 
didn’t. That was left to a 
second inquiry after noise 
about press standards. That 
had already been ruled 
out before last week.

Getting to the truth about 
how the press, politicians and 
cops both squabble and feed 
off each other was not on the 
table. Labour’s amendment 
was actually for an inquiry 
into data protection misuse. 

That is sometimes 
important. The construction 
bosses’ blacklisting files were 
seized because of a break 
in data protection law. 

It is also a new favoured 
battleground for corporations. 
They hold enormous 
information on you, but it is 
remarkably difficult to get 
information about them. 

There is also a group 
of rich people who see 
press regulation as central 
to their protection. 

Billionaires’ money 
has helped. And some 
famous people promised 
to fight, then settled for 
the Murdoch shilling. 

But Labour is as mistaken 
to court that group as it 
is to court Murdoch.

NEWS OF the World shut down because of the scandal

MORE ONLINE
Our full coverage of the 
hacking scandal online 
lThe lives of others: 
the hacking trial and the 
establishment’s corruption 
bit.ly/LivesofOthers
lThe hacking scandal: the 
facts they wish you didn’t 
know  
bit.ly/HackingFacts
lAll articles at bit.ly/
MurdochHackingScandal

Historically the 
rich have used 
libel laws to 
protect 
themselves 
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Tories plan new grammar school scam 
by SADIE ROBINSON 

THE TORIES unveiled plans 
to hand selective grammar 
schools £50 million last 
week—while slashing fund-
ing for state schools. 

The news has infuriated 
teachers, parents and educa-
tion campaigners.

Jess is a teacher and 
member of the national exec-
utive committee of the NEU 
union (NUT section) for inner 
London. 

“At a time when the gov-
ernment is making the worst 
cuts to education, they are 
finding the money for this?” 
she told Socialist Worker. 

“All those with an inter-
est in education must unite 
to put up the biggest opposi-
tion possible to this disgust-
ing new Tory policy.”

Theresa May was forced to 
abandon plans for new gram-
mar schools after the Tories 
flopped in last year’s general 
election. 

They know selective edu-
cation is unpopular—so 
they are trying to repackage  
grammars as good for  
disadvantaged children.

But the figures show the 

reality. Just 2.6 percent 
of grammar school pupils 
received free school meals in 
March last year, compared to 
14.1 percent across all school 
types.

Jess said, “The notion that 

the expansion of grammar 
schools can do anything to 
improve the life chances of 
working class children is a lie.

“Grammar schools have 
always been a stain on our 
education system. Selective 

schools paint children as suc-
cesses or failures at age 11. 

“Many who failed the 11+ 
under the old system still 
bear the emotional scars.

“Selection has no part 
to play in any decent  

education system based on 
ideals of social justice.”

Rob, who took his 11+ in 
1966, told Socialist Worker, 
“I remember the humiliation 
of eleven-plus failure. 

“And although some of 
us overcame it, many of 
my mates reacted with con-
tempt at the thought of aca-
demic study and had a lack of  
self-belief.”

Division 
Grammars aren’t about 
improving social mobility—
instead they entrench social 
division. 

Nicola passed the 11+ 
under the old system and 
went to a grammar school.

“I attended from 1971 to 
1978—a time of many high 
points in workers’ struggle,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 
“We were kept completely 
ignorant.

“We were taught to dis-
dain strikes as disruptive, 
laugh at peace protesters, 
and sneer at men with long 
hair and feminists. 

“We were told Thatcher 
was good because she was 
Christian. Anyone with an 
Irish accent was suspected 
of being a terrorist and hom-

ophobia was the norm.”  
There are just 163 grammar 
schools in England, giving 
each an average of just over 
£300,000 of the new Tory 
windfall. 

Meanwhile government 
funding cuts have snatched 
£2.8 billion from school 
budgets since 2015.

Schools are likely to suffer 
a real terms cut of around 
6.5 percent between 2010-11  
and 2019-20—the biggest 
real terms cut for 30 years. 
And the poorest schools are 
being hardest hit.

Grammars aren’t about 
improving education for 
the majority or giving more 
opportunities to disadvan-
taged children. 

Instead they promote the 
idea that children should 
receive different kinds of 
education based on their 
background.

Nicola said, “When I went 
to grammar school, we lived 
in a town with a relatively 
large African-Caribbean and 
Asian population. 

“But the whole time I was 
there I remember about six 
BME students.

“Grammar schools are 
designed for division. We 

PARENTS PROTEST in East London against school funding cuts last year Picture: Guy Smallman
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 Back this health workers’  
 fight to stop outsourcing  
An inspiring battle by a group of Lancashire NHS workers can help roll back 
the tide of privatisation in the health service, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans

   HEALTH workers in Lancashire 
are on the frontline in the bat‑

tle against NHS privatisation.
Around 600 porters, clean-

ers and other low paid workers at 
Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh 
NHS Foundation Trust plan to start 
a 48-hour walkout next Wednesday. 
They are fighting plans to outsource 
their jobs to WWL Solutions Ltd.

A porter in Wigan told Socialist 
Worker, “The bosses have lost all 
respect, it’s all about money for them. 

“It’s the rich get richer and the 
poor get poorer—and if we can put 
a stop to it we’ll fight.”

The new company is one of a 
growing number of “wholly-owned 
 subsidiaries” in NHS England. These 
privately registered companies 
—for now owned by NHS trusts 
—manage hospitals buildings, land 
and maintenance.

Hospital bosses say they save 
money that can then be ploughed 
back into patient services. 

In reality they are the latest in 
a long line of privatisation scams 
pushed by New Labour and Tory 
governments.

Their preferred method was pri-
vate finance initiative schemes that 
saw banks and corporations build and 
maintain hospitals. These firms then 
milk the NHS by charging rents and 
upkeep costs on long-term contracts.  

Collapsed
After money-guzzling firm Carillion 
collapsed in January, bosses have 
been changing tack. 

The wholly-owned subsidiaries’ 
immediate aim is to drive down work-
ers’ wages and conditions. 

Andrea Proudlock is the Senior 
Associate—Real Estate at DAC 

Beachcroft, a consultancy firm 
that advises hospital bosses on 
wholly-owned subsidiaries. In a 
recent article she explained how 
firms can “take on new employees on 
different terms and conditions”.

This means that the workers are no 
longer officially on the NHS payroll. 
And a lower wage bill makes it more 
attractive for a private investor to buy 
the subsidiary in the future.   

There is also a bigger agenda 
of making the NHS operate more 
like a private company without any 

immediate selloffs. 
“The aim is that it starts to attract 

private sector experience into the 
company,” said Proudlock. “Surveyors 
with specialist skills, for example, 
wouldn’t necessarily be attracted to 
an estates role in the NHS.”

But the outsourced companies 
“start to attract that expertise, which 
again could help drive up revenue 
and capital”.  It’s another attempt to 
further submit the NHS to the logic 
of profit and loss. As NHS work-
ers in Lancashire prepare to take to 

the picket lines, every trade unionist 
should build solidarity for their fight.. 

The porter said, “I’ve never been 
on strike, but the feeling is ‘Yeah, 
we’re going to go out’.

“We’ve got two days in May—and 
we’ll just carry on if they don’t move.” 

A win for them could begin to roll 
back the tide of NHS privatisation.

 

On other pages...
Take on the racists of the FLA in 
Manchester >>Page 20

Behind the bosses’ lies on wholly-owned subsidiaries
MOST hospital bosses 
are careful not to 

spell out the real aim 
behind setting up 
“wholly-owned 
subsidiaries”.

After workers voted 
by 82 percent against 
the outsourcing plans, 
managers were forced to 
push their plans back by 
a month until early July. 

Chief executive Andrew 
Foster wrote to workers 
to try and reassure them 
that privatisation was 
not on the agenda. 

The trust “has a 
yearly cost improvement 

plan target of £14.5 
million,” he wrote, 
claiming it was just a 
money-saving exercise.

“On a proportional 
basis, 11 percent must 
come from estates and 
facilities, equating 
to a recurrent saving 
of £1.5 million. 

“This is not optional.”
But a business plan 

for Northumberland, 
Tyne and Wear NHS 
Foundation Trust makes 
clear that it plans a 
massive transfer of public 
assets into private hands. 

Its wholly-owned 

subsidiary, NTW Solutions, 
would take over £36.4 
million—primarily 
made up of the trust’s 
£33.5 million land and 
buildings portfolio. 

The Naylor Review 
said that NHS trusts 
needed to manage their 
land and buildings 
more efficiently.  That’s 
code for saying private 
developers should get 
their hands on valuable, 
often inner city land. 

In November 2017 
Adam Ellis-Morgan of 
the Rider Levett Bucknall 
building consultancy 

wrote an article for 
the Birmingham 
Post newspaper. 

He eyed up an 
“untapped goldmine 
of underutilised land 
and buildings” in the 
West Midlands. 

And he derided the fact 
that “historically, trusts 
which own properties 
have treated them like 
the family silver”. 

“They see them as 
assets to be kept safe 
for a rainy day but it’s 
not always entirely 
straightforward to dispose 
of the assets,” he wrote. 

Bosses see wholly-owned 
subsidiaries as an 
opportunity to sell off this 
“untapped goldmine”. 

By bringing in private 
sector figures, it’s hoped 
that they will manage 
NHS assets in a way more 
amenable to developers.

Thousands of 
jobs are at risk

 SOME eight NHS 
trusts in England 

already use wholly‑owned 
subsidiaries. So far they 
have outsourced 3,000 
jobs.

A further 16 trusts 
have plans to outsource 
workers, according 
to the Health Service 
Journal. 

That means some 
8,000 more workers 
could be outsourced. 

They would no longer 
have nationally agreed 
NHS pay and conditions.

A tax scam to 
grab more cash

 WHOLLY‑owned 
subsidiaries are a 

giant tax scam.
Private firms can 

claim back VAT on 
products used in the 
running of their business. 
But hospital trusts can’t 
claim back the tax. 

By setting up 
wholly‑owned 
subsidiaries, bosses can 
get their hands on more 
cash.

Labour pledges 
must go further

 SHADOW health 
secretary Jon 

Ashworth (above) 
attacked NHS “backdoor 
privatisation”. But 
Labour’s manifesto only 
promised to make the 
NHS the “preferred 
provider” of services. 

Labour should kick 
out all the privateers.

WORKERS PROTESTING against outsourcing in Lancashire last month  Picture: Fred Fitton
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IN BRIEF 

Anti-fascist victory 
over EDL in Telford
THE FASCIST English Defence 
League (EDL) was repulsed 
in Wellington, Telford, on 
Saturday. 

There were only a small 
group of EDL members. They 
were outnumbered by a much 
larger and louder counter-
demonstration in Wellington 
town square supported by 
Unite Against Fascism, Stand 
Up To Racism, Telford trades 
council and young Muslims.
Graeme Kemp

Traffic wardens fine 
bosses in Hackney 
TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Hackney, east London, struck 
on Monday and Tuesday in a 
battle over pay.

The 40 workers in the 
Unite union are fighting for 
a cost of living increase, sick 
pay, holiday allocations and 
improvements to the long 
service award. 

They voted by 100 percent 
for strikes, and are employed 
by APOCA Parking, which 
runs the service for Hackney 
council. 

Guards still fighting 
to win rail safety  
TRAIN GUARDS struck on 
Wednesday of last week 
against driver only operation 
(DOO) trains. 

RMT union members on 
Northern and Greater Anglia 
walked out for 24 hours. 

They are fighting for safety-
trained staff to be guaranteed 
on new DOO services. 

More strikes on Northern 
are set for 24 and 26 May. 

There should be a return 
to coordinated action that 
saw six train networks strike 
together in January. 

Strikes set for take 
off at Luton airport 
WORKERS AT Luton Airport 
have delivered huge votes 
for action and plan a series 
of strikes over pay and zero 
hours contracts. 

Unite union members are 
set for rolling strikes for five 
days from 25 May. 

They have been offered a 
2.5 percent pay increase. 

Firefighters are the first 
to walk out and they will be 
followed by security guards, 
operations and engineering 
staff. 

Workers outsourced to 
Menzies Aviation and Clece 
Care Services will strike for 
two days each.  

Deal over rubbish 
redundancy money
A SIX-WEEK overtime ban 
by 40 workers in the bins 
department in Dacorum, 
Hertfordshire, has won 
concessions on redundancy 
pay. 

Their action caused huge 
delays to waste collections. 

Dacorum council has 
backed off from some attacks, 
but terms will still worsen.

  Civil service union set 
for national pay ballot
by CANDY UDWIN PCS national 
executive (personal capacity)

PCS UNION members have the 
chance to lead the way in the 
fight against poverty pay by 
voting for a national statutory 
strike ballot.

Debates to launch the ballot 
will come at PCS group and 
annual delegate conferences in 
Brighton from Monday. 

Everyone should support 
the motion for a ballot. But 
once we’ve done that, we need 
a campaign involving every 
activist aimed at smashing 
through the 50 percent turnout 
threshold and delivering 
a resounding yes vote.

Backbone
More than 70,000 PCS 
members showed they were 
prepared to strike in the 
consultative ballot we held last 
year. They can be the backbone 
for a strong strike vote. 

Campaigns and leafleting 
led by regional activist 
committees will be crucial. We 
can use this ballot to breathe 
new life into the union. 

We can recruit new members 
and train up new activists.

Most importantly, we have 
to show people that we can 
win. We are confronting a weak 
and divided government, and 

the Labour Party leadership are 
friends of our union.

 This can be a fight that 
focuses widespread anger at the 
Tories—and maybe even helps 
to bring the government down.

nWORKERS AT conciliation 
service Acas—which 
mediates between bosses 
and unions in industrial 
disputes—walked out on a 
national strike last Friday. 

There were good turnouts 
on picket lines in Manchester, 
London, Newcastle, Leeds, 
Nottingham, Birmingham and 
Glasgow. And over 50 people 

joined a lunch time rally in 
support of the strike in the 
centre of Manchester.

PCS members are 
fighting against changes 
forced on them by Acas 
bosses. The changes include 
downgrading, as well as 
unmanageable workloads.

Workers plan two more 
strikes on 6 and 7 June.
lDonate to the strike fund.
Cheques payable to PCS 
BEIS hardship to BEIS group 
treasurer, 9 Medina Way, Upper 
Stratton, Swindon, SN2 7NW 
or transferred to bank account 
20240992 sort code 60-83-01

AROUND 40 people assembled outside Huddersfield Royal Infirmary last Friday to celebrate 
health secretary Jeremy Hunt’s acceptance that plans to close the A&E and downgrade the 
hospital are seriously flawed. The Clinical Commissionsing Group now has three months to 
come up with an alternative plan. Campaigning continues.                         Picture: Mac andrassy          

FIGHTING FOR THE NHS

Tesco distribution strike 
shows firm’s vulnerability
WORKERS AT the Tesco 
distribution centre in 
Dagenham, east London, 
were set to strike for 
24 hours this week. 

The action was set to 
commence at 10pm on 
Thursday. 

The 545 workers voted by 
63 percent for strikes on a  
70 percent turnout.

It is over a pay review 
that gives workers a below 
RPI-inflation raise of less 
than 3 percent. 

Usdaw union shop 
steward Simon Vincent said 
the soaring price of London  
accommodation should also 
be taken into account.

Usdaw has argued 
distribution workers at 
Dagenham are paid £1.39 

less an hour than others 
doing the same job for Tesco. 

Around 80 percent of 
Tesco Express stores in 
London could be affected 
by the strike, as well as One 
Stop convenience stores.

These are small stores that 
rely on just-in-time delivery 
to keep costs down, such 
as ground rent on storage 
space.

“The convenience stores 
typically can’t hold enough 
to stock up beforehand 
and many locations require 
deliveries by smaller 
vehicles,” said Usdaw 
divisional officer Dave 
McCrossen.

Longer strikes could deal 
a serious blow to Tesco and 
help build the union.

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

Striking Acas workers on the picket line in Newcastle                                                       

RETAIL WORKERS

KIRKLEES UNISON

STRIKE BALLOTS at Kirklees 
council’s bins department 
and Kirklees College in 
West Yorkshire showed a 
readiness to fight last week.

Unison union members in 
the bins department voted  
86 percent for strikes on an 
86 percent turnout.

The dispute is over 
allegations of bullying, 
racism and being ordered to 
complete extra rounds. The 
Unison branch is pushing for 
action as soon as possible 
and argues the negotiating 
process is exhausted.

The results of the two 
ballots at Kirklees College 
of Unison and UCU union 
members showed the effect 
of anti-union laws.

UCU members have voted 
89 percent for strikes on a  
60 percent turnout. 

Unison members voted by 
84 percent for strikes, but 
turnout was 49 percent—
three votes short of the 
required 50 percent threshold.

If the college proceeds 
with cuts, Unison members 
might ballot again.
Nick Ruff, Kirklees Unison 
branch chair (pc)

DISTRIBUTION WORKERS

THE GMB union protested 
over the treatment of Amazon 
workers outside Old Trafford 
in Manchester on Tuesday. 

Tories and Amazon bosses 
were hosting an Amazon 
Marketplace New seller event 
inside the Manchester United 
ground. 

The protest came after a 
former worker at the Amazon 
warehouse in Staffordshire 
claimed they had to use a 
bottle because the toilets were 
too far away. The GMB said 
workers reported that they 
feared the sack if they were 
gone too long. 

And delivery drivers have 
described working conditions 
as “slave labour”.

Mick Rix, GMB national 
officer, said, “Amazon execs 
are coming to Manchester 
celebrating their latest money 
making scheme.

“We want to know why 
workers report ‘hellish’ 
working conditions so 
pressured they have to urinate 
into plastic bottles.

“Companies like Amazon 
should be treating staff with 
respect, not treating them like 
robots.”

RESTAURANT WORKERS

WORKERS AT TGI Fridays 
stores in Covent Garden, 
London and Milton Keynes 
were set to strike on Friday.

They are striking over 
bosses’ decision to change 
the allocation of tips in 
favour of kitchen workers.

The firm claims it 
introduced the measure to 
combat high turnover among 
kitchen workers.

Front of house workers 
are understandably furious—
some will lose as much as 
£250 a month. 

Speaking at Saturday’s 
TUC demonstration, TGI 
Fridays worker Lauren 
Townsend said, “Many 
colleagues around the 
country resigned in the 

weeks and months after 
the announcement, unable 
to cope with the financial 
strain.”

The solution is not to 
organise along the lines 
of division that have been 
created by management. 

The Unite union should 
ballot workers for demands 
that everyone can get 
behind—equal tips and £10 
an hour minimum wage.

The ballot results of 
workers at TGI Fridays 
sites in the Trafford Centre, 
Manchester and Haymarket 
in London Piccadilly were 
due this week. 

Strike votes at Enfield and 
the Gateshead Metro close 
on 18 May.

TELECOMS

BT, BRITAIN’S largest 
telecoms company, 
announced last week that it 
is slashing 13,000 jobs to 
boost profts. This is on top 
of 4,000 job cuts last year.

Most of the job losses will 
be among administrative and 
managerial staff. 

“The scale of these job 
cuts is higher than had 
previously been speculated 
on and will come as a 
devastating blow,” said 

the Prospect union which 
represents the grades most 
affected.

The CWU union said 
the announcement was 
“disappointing” but that 
bosses had pledged 
investment in frontline 
engineering and call centres.

A BT worker told Socialist 
Worker, “People are angry 
because they feel they are 
being made to pay the price 
for failings in the boardroom. 

A common response was 
‘Let’s start job cuts at the 
top’.”

Last year BT lost huge 
amounts because of 
corruption in its Italian 
division, BT Italia. And 
shareholders’ dividend 
payments have been 
guaranteed for two years. 

Prospect needs to push 
for industrial action. 
lMore online at  
bit.ly/BTjobsfight

 Unite TGI Fridays workers
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 Hull College strikers get  
 solidarity on picket lines
by WENDY DOBBS  and  
ELEANOR WOYEN 

THERE WAS a very large, 
vibrant and well organised 
picket line outside the main 
entrance of Hull College last 
Wednesday.

Along with picket lines at 
other entrances, it showed 
the fighting spirit as UCU 
union members started their 
strikes over jobs.

The walkout hit Hull 
Col lege s i tes  in  Hul l , 
Harrogate and Goole. It was 
in response to the threat 
of the loss of 231 full time 
equivalent jobs and cuts in 
courses. 

This comes after years of 
funding cuts and a funding 
freeze.

Choices 
Rob Goodfellow is joint 
branch secretary of the UCU 
at Hull College. He told 
Socialist Worker, “This fight 
is for further education (FE). 

“People are losing life 
choices.”

UCU branch secretary 
Dave Langcaster agreed. 
“The government needs to 
increase funding for FE,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“For the last ten years FE 
had seen cuts in funding fol-
lowed by a freeze in funding.

“It’s inherently racist and 
anti-working class.

“Personally I think it might 
take the UCU escalating 
action. 

“We hope the example of 
the UCU in higher education 
escalating pension action will 

influence the confidence of 
college staff to take national 
action.

“We need to link up with 
other colleges into a joint 
campaign.”

Staff have already taken a 
vote of no confidence in the 

college’s chief executive. 
Over 100 joined a march 

for education through Hull 
starting at Hull College 
last Saturday. And more 
strikes are set for next 
Thursday  and Fr iday .    
Workers have already won 

support for their fight from 
other trade unionists. 

Pickets from the local FCC 
dispute and from the RMT 
picket line, both on strike 
on the same day, visited and 
spoke at the Hull College 
picket line.

Slash 
The attacks on jobs at the col-
lege will slash opportunities 
for people in the area. 

As bricklaying lecturer 
Paul said, “We need skills and 
people can learn them in FE 
colleges. 

“But the government is not 
investing in providing them.”

Julie Kelley is the UCU 
regional official for Yorkshire 
and Humberside. She told 
Socialist Worker that the 
cuts would hit one in three 
workers. 

“Staff feel it’s not going to 
leave a sustainable college for 
the people of Hull, Goole and 
Harrogate,” she said.

“We’re treating this dispute 
as a campaign of national sig-
nificance primarily because 
so much is at stake. 

“This is a vibrant, diverse 
college. 

“We don’t want future 
attacks on other colleges that 
might be affected by financial 
problems.

“It’s really important that 
this campaign is won.”

SCHOOLS 

The Village School strike 
threats win some retreats
WORKERS AT The Village 
School in Brent, north 
west London, called off a 
planned strike last week 
after winning a series of 
promises from the head 
teacher. But they could 
strike again if these 
promises aren’t kept.

NEU union members 
have struck against a plan 
to turn the school into an 
academy as part of a Multi 
Academy Trust (MAT) with 
Woodfield School.

The Department for 
Education approved the 
MAT plan last week. But 
union members are still 
fighting to defend their 
conditions.

Joint NEU rep Jenny 
Cooper said, “We said we 
wanted all our terms and 
conditions put into what’s 

called ‘reserved matters’.
“This means that it’s 

harder for governing bodies 
or the trustees to make 
changes to them. When we 
found that not all of our 
conditions were covered, we 
said we would strike again.

“Straight away, the 
head called a meeting of 
governors to propose that 
everything would be put 
into reserved matters.”

The union has put in 
notice of a further strike on 
23 May if governors don’t 
make the decisions they 
want this week. 

NEU members at 
Woodfield school are also 
set to ballot for walkouts 
after overwhelmingly voting 
for strikes in an indicative 
ballot.
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk

FIGHTING HUNDREDS of job cuts in Hull Picture: Wendy dobbs and eleanor Woyen

HIGHER EDUCATION

 Protest for  
 trade union  
 recognition
WORKERS WERE set to 
protest against Coventry 
University Group (CUG)’s 
denial of their trade union 
rights on Wednesday. 

UCU union members 
say the CUG is using a 
“sham union”. It set up the 
Staff Consultative Group 
and signed a recognition 
agreement. 

The union may call for 
an academic boycott of the 
university in response.

Protesters planned 
to assemble for a rally 
at 3pm in Coventry city 
centre before marching to 
lobby a university board of 
governors’ meeting.

CUG is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Coventry 
University. 

Its staff have worse pay 
and conditions than workers 
employed directly by the 
university.

FURTHER EDUCATION 

LONDON SOUTH BANK

Fight to stop 
100 job cuts
WORKERS AT London South 
Bank University in south 
London held a protest 
against planned job cuts on 
Tuesday. 

Bosses have threatened to 
slash up to £8 million from 
spending on staff, putting 
over 100 jobs at risk. 

UCU union members 
have called for a ballot on 
industrial action in response 
to the attack.

PAY 

Strike campaign for higher 
pay in Outer London grows 
NEU UNION members at 
Connaught school in north 
east London struck last 
Wednesday and Thursday in 
an ongoing fight over pay.

Workers have now taken 
12 days of strikes in a battle 
to win Inner London pay 
rates as an Outer London 
school. 

NEU rep Paul told Socialist 
Worker, “We’ve been round 
to lots of other schools 
leafletting and had a really 
good response.

“One group of teachers 
asked if we could come in 
and talk to them about the 
campaign.”

More than 100 people 
attended a public meeting, 
including parents and local 
trade unionists, on the pay 
campaign last week. 

Paul said, “The mood 

among our members after 
the meeting was electric. 
They can see all the work we 
are doing is paying off.” 

A parents’ support group 
has been set up. 

nTEACHERS ACROSS five 
schools in East Sussex struck 
for higher pay last Tuesday. 

Around 20 angry and 
determined NEU union 
members were on the picket 
line outside Priory school. 

Uckfield Community 
Technology College, 
St Catherine’s College 
Eastbourne, Peacehaven 
Community School and 
Seaford Head School also 
struck. As ballots take place 
in another eight schools in 
East Sussex, the struggle 
could grow in the future.
Nicholas Watts

ACADEMISATION

Walkouts to stop academy 
WORKERS AT Acton High 
school in Ealing, west London, 
struck for two days last week. 

The action by NEU union 
members is against a planned 
takeover by the Ark academy 
chain, bullying allegations and 
management’s response to 
behaviour issues. 

Ealing NEU (NUT section) 
divisional secretary Stefan told 
Socialist Worker, “The mood 
is very strong, despite the fact 
that it’s exam season.” 

Stefan said a meeting with 
Ark and the local authority 
last Friday was “unproductive 
in answering members’ 
concerns”.

The NEU has called a three-
day strike from next Tuesday 
and a further three-day 
walkout from Tuesday 5 June.

nTEACHING STAFF at St 
Helen’s Primary Academy in 
Barnsley held their sixth and 

seventh days of strikes last 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

The NEU union members 
were angry that the Academies 
Enterprise Trust (AET) 
had refused to accept the 
Acas conciliation service’s 
recommendation for an 
independent inquiry into their 
complaints.

The strikes are set to 
resume in early June after 
the Sats tests. A meeting for 
parents was organised for this 
Tuesday. The vast majority of 
parents are very supportive of 
the action. 

One parent on the picket 
line told strikers, “It’s not if 
you win—because you will 
win.”

Parents have demanded 
the removal of AET from 
the school because of the 
mismanagement of resources 
and treatment of staff.
George Arthur 
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  ‘We won’t let FLA  
 racists divide us’ 
The whole left must take the threat of the far 
right seriously, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans
ANTI-RACISTS PLAN a 
protest against the Football 
Lads Alliance (FLA) in 
Manchester this Saturday.

The FLA is trying to use the 
one-year anniversary of the 
Manchester Arena bombing 
to encourage Islamophobia. 

Its leadership aims to build 
a racist movement on the 
streets—and the march is 
another attempt to regroup 
the British far right.

The demonstration follows 
a 4,000-strong “free speech” 
rally that brought together 
fascist Tommy Robinson, the 
Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA) and Ukip in 
London recently. 

Around one third of 
the crowd was young and 
included supporters of 
Donald Trump and the alt 
right. 

It’s crucial that large num-
bers turn out for the Stand Up 
To Racism and Unite Against 
Fascism mobilisation against 
the FLA on Saturday.

Unite union general sec-
retary Len McCluskey and 

Unison union assistant 
general secretary Roger 
McKenzie are the latest 
union leaders to support 
Saturday’s anti-racist protest 
in Manchester. 

Other supporters include 
Labour MPs Andrew Gwynne, 
Kate Green and Barbara 
Keeley, Labour councillors 
and unions from across the 
North West of England. 

The FLA’s public Facebook 

page still claims it is not racist 
and that the organisation is 
against extremism. 

These are blatant lies.  
The FLA has linked up 

with the Democratic Veterans 
Party, led by former Ukip 
leadership candidate John 
Rees-Evans. 

He proposed a repatria-
tion scheme of paying British 
Indians and others with dual 
nationality £9,000 to leave 
Britain. This was modelled 
on a similar scheme by the 
fascist British National Party. 

Attraction
At the FLA’s last demon-
stration in Birmingham the 
star attraction was Tommy 
Robinson, the fascist former 
leader of the English Defence 
League.

Other speakers included 
far right For Britain party 
leader Anne Marie Waters, 
who was judged too racist 
for Ukip. As parliamentary 
candidate in Lewisham East, 
Waters said that the “the 
only evil we have legalised is 
Islam”.

The FLA is increasingly in 
crisis after splits among the 
leadership. Now is the time 
to deliver a blow against it. 

And while it’s weakened, 
that doesn’t mean the danger 
of the far right regrouping 
isn’t real. 

A substantial section of 
its supporters went with 
the breakaway DFLA, which 
plans to march in Manchester 
on 2 June.  

The DFLA is acting as a 
bridge between the fascists 
and Ukip. After their wipeout 
in the English local elections, 
Ukip is looking to the DFLA as 
a way of rebuilding its base. 

And Robinson sees the 
DFLA as a chance to rebuild 
his fascist project. The whole 
of the left must take the 
threat of the far right seri-
ously and mobilise against it.  

No to the FLA—don’t let the 
racists divide us. Saturday 
19 May, meet 11am Piccadilly 
Gardens, Manchester

Two groups, same racism
THE FOOTBALL Lads 
Alliance was set up 
by John Meighan 
in the wake of the 
Manchester and London 
Bridge attacks.

The FLA’s first 
outing last June was 
a thousands-strong 
demonstration in London. 

It has been on a right 
wing, racist trajectory 
since its founding. 

It mobilised between 
15,000 and 20,000 in 
London in October and 
around 2,000 people in 
Birmingham in March. 

Fascist poster boy 
Tommy Robinson was 
treated like a celebrity 
on both demonstrations. 

Meighan stood 
down in April amid 

splits and rivalries. 
The Democratic 

Football Lads Alliance 
(DLFA) split from the FLA 
after a row with Meighan 
over money. But it shares 
the same racist politics. 

Soon afterwards 
the DFLA organised 
a demonstration in 
Birmingham on the same 
day as the “original” FLA.

The DFLA has worked 
with Ukip to target towns 
where police and local 
authorities have failed 
victims of child sexual 
exploitation. They aim 
to push the lie that 
sexism and abuse are the 
preserve of Muslim men.

It mobilised around 
150 in Telford and around 
100 in Rochdale in April.

PART OF the anti-racist protest in Edinburgh last week Picture: Keith Pender

Stand Up To Racism demonstration

 Protest condemns attack on refugee
by KEITH PENDER

OVER 200 anti-racists joined 
a protest in Edinburgh 
on Thursday of last week 
after an attack on a 
young Syrian refugee.

Shahbaz Ali was stabbed 
in the Fountainbridge area 
of the city earlier this month 
by a group of two men and 
two women. The group 
shouted, “Why are you still 
here, why aren’t you back 
in your own country?” as 
they stabbed Shahbaz.

Shahbaz is out of 
intensive care and is 
currently recovering 
in hospital. 

A 17 year old man 
has been arrested and 
charged, and was due 
to appear in Edinburgh 

Sheriff Court on Friday. 
At the Stand Up To 

Racism (SUTR) rally 
speakers included Shahbaz’s 
uncle Mohammad, Labour 
MSP Daniel Johnson and 
Green MSP Andy Wightman. 

Satnam Ner from the 
STUC union federation 
black workers’ committee 
also spoke, along with 
Donny Gluckstein from 
the EIS Fela union and 
Socialist Workers Party. 

Speakers stated that 
Edinburgh is a multicultural 
city of many faiths, where 
migrants and refugees 
should be welcomed.

Organisers SUTR 
Edinburgh said, “The 
racism that inspired this 
horrific attack is not 
surprising when we have 
a ‘hostile environment’ for 

refugees and immigrants. 
“It’s an environment 

deliberately stoked by a Tory 
government desperate to use 
the politics of scapegoating.”

Shahbaz and his family 
fled Syria five years ago 
and settled in Edinburgh. 
Some 2,000 Syrian refugees 
have been resettled in 
Scotland since 2015 under 
the Vulnerable Persons 
Resettlement Scheme.

A report released by the 
Chief Inspector of Borders 
and Immigration this week 
showed the racism many of 
them had suffered. Some 
even faced benefit sanctions 
for going to English classes.

We need to fight 
the Tories’ “hostile 
environment” and the 
growth of far right groups 
to stop racist attacks.

BACK STORY
The Football Lads Alliance 
is trying to whip up racism 
and hate against Muslims
lIts protests have given a 
warm welcome to known 
fascists and the far right
lThe FLA has mobilised 
thousands in the past
lBut it is increasingly 
in crisis as splits grow 
among the leadership
lBut fascists see the FLA 
as a way of rebuilding—we 
must mobilise against it 
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