
 ABORTION
 RIGHTS
 FOR ALL

by SARAH BATES

THE LANDSLIDE vote to relax 
Ireland’s abortion laws last week 
sent out a pro-choice shockwave. 

Jubilant scenes greeted the 
announcement of the results.  

Some 66 percent voted to repeal 
the 8th amendment to the Irish con-
stitution. The amendment put the 
life of a pregnant woman on an equal 
footing with the life of a foetus. 

The referendum was won as a 
result of a grassroots movement 
pushing for change. It’s a huge blow 
to conservative forces who want to 
restrict a woman’s right to choose. 

The result has led to renewed calls 
for the British 1967 Abortion Act to 
be extended to Northern Ireland.

But Theresa May is refusing to 
intervene as it would undermine 
her alliance with the anti-abor-
tionist DUP, which is propping up 
her vicious government. 
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IRELAND VOTES FOR CHANGE >>PAGES 4&5

Protesters in Belfast attend a rally
on Monday calling for abortion
rights in Northern Ireland
  Picture: PA
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DONALD TRUMP

Migrant children 
‘lost’ by US 
border police
SOME 1,500 undocumented 
children were revealed last 
week to be missing after 
trying to enter the US.

One activist from El Paso, 
Texas, told Socialist Worker, 
“People are outraged.” 

He said protests against 
Donald Trump show “that 
people will not stand for this 
inhumane treatment”.
>>Page 3

ANTI-RACISM

70,000 out to 
oppose far right 
AfD in Germany
TENS OF thousands of 
people marched against 
the far right Alternative 
for Germany (AfD) in 
Berlin on Sunday.

The AfD had no more 
than 5,000 marchers out. 
Anti‑racists surrounded 
them and drowned out their 
rally. It’s a big step forward 
for anti‑racists in Germany.
>>Page 8

UNION CONFERENCE

Keep up fight 
after historic year 
of strikes in UCU
THE UCU union holds 
its annual congress in 
Manchester this week. 

This year has been the most 
significant in UCU’s history, 
following big strikes.

Workers need to keep up 
the fight to defend education 
and conditions. 
>>Pages 7&19
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lTHE HOUSE of Commons 

library has had £368 worth 

of books go missing in the past 

12 months. The most expensive 

was one on the intellectual roots 

of the Labour Party, costing £90. 

Though Redbrick a “history 

of civic universities” also went  

wandering, at a cost of £75.

Emotional testimony from  
survivors of the Grenfell fire    
SURVIVORS AND the friends and 
families of people who died in the 
Grenfell fire gave a harrowing warn-
ing last week. 

Their testimonies were heard as the 
first stage of the public inquiry

And there were powerful tributes to 
the people who died in the fire.

A friend of Amal Ahmedin described 
how “she would take the shirt off her 
back to help you”.

She went on to talk about how 
much the family loved one another, 
“That’s how they were when they were 
being burned alive—holding each  
other so tight to squeeze the nightmare 
away.”

Other testimony pointed to the 
culture of contempt that pervaded 
Kensington and Chelsea council and its 
tenant management organisation.  

The son of Kamru Miah Hamid said, 
“My father had had two strokes and a 
heart attack. 

He should not have been on the 17th 
floor. We complained about this numer-
ous times.”

The commemorations were held after 
repeated requests from survivors and 
the friends and relatives of those who 
died. 

The contempt people who lived in 
Grenfell Tower were treated with has 
continued. 

Video footage of the burning building 

was shown with no warning at the 
inquiry last Tuesday, leading about 20 
people to walk out. 

Karim Mussilhy’s testimony was 
interrupted by one of the lawyers. 

Karim said, “I think, with all due 
respect, we’ve been censored enough. 
It’s our time. Whether you like it or not, 
you will have to listen.” 

He went on to say, “I don’t see this as 
a tragedy—I see it is an atrocity, because 
essentially there is segregation between 
the rich and the poor.”

“The inquiry needs to come up with 
findings, and those findings need to 
be implemented by the government,” 
said Edward Daffarn from the Grenfell 
Action Group last week. 

That’s right. And if the inquiry is to 
get anything like justice it must be put 
under pressure. 
The monthly Silent Walk is set to take 
place on Thursday 14 June at 6.30pm 
outside the Notting Hill Methodist Church, 
W11 4AH 
A solidarity march is set to take place at 
Downing Street on Saturday 16 June 
bit.ly/GrenfellSolidarity 

lTORY DIGTIAL minister Matt Hancock 
claimed he knows little about 

technology because of his ancestors. 
He said, “One of my ancestors was 
leader of the Nottinghamshire Luddites 
and got deported to Australia for 
smashing up looms.” Shows that 
there isn’t a gene for politics and 
that Hancock doesn’t understand 
what the Luddites were about.

You can’t attend the 
funeral if you are poor 
COUNCILS ARE banning 
the poorest families from 
relatives’ funerals in a 
cost-cutting ploy.

Bracknell Forest council 
in Berkshire tells its 
poorest residents that 
there are “no invites” 
to so-called paupers’ 
funerals.

In an apparent attempt 
to depress demand for the 
service, officials refuse to 
provide details of when a 
family member’s funeral 
will take 
place 
and 
say the 
bereaved 
cannot 
take 
ashes 
home.

An official told a 
reporter posing as the 
representative of a dead 
man’s brother, “There’s no 
attendees, no keeping of 
the ashes. 

“Nobody’s invited; you 
don’t have any say over 
the funeral at all.” 

Asked whether the 
grieving man could say 
a reading or scatter his 
brother’s ashes at a place 
with a special meaning 
the offical said, “No. It’s 

not that 
sort of 
funeral. 
It’s 
literally 
as basic 
as basic 
can  
get.”

Prosecution lost 
tape ‘implausible’  
JUDGE Francis Laird 
called a halt to a case in 
Birmingham concluding 
that evidence was 
suppressed deliberately 
rather than “by error, 
misjudgment or 
incompetence”.

The prosecution of 
Eyhaz Mahboob and Tahir 
Iqbal was halted after 
CPS lawyers were forced 
to produce a secret tape.

David Matthew, a 
prosecution barrister, 
took the stand but 
promptly fainted 
when accused of 
misleading the court. 

Laird said the 
CPS position was 
“implausible”, found 
Matthew’s behaviour 
“inexcusable” and said 

the police failure to 
disclose the tape had 
been “deliberate”.

“The court is not 
satisfied that all of 
the evidence given by 
the prosecution team 
is truthful.” Iqbal and 
Mahboob were charged 
with conspiracy to 
supply cocaine. 

Police bugged a 
meeting in Birmingham 
prison. But there was 
no discussion of the 
drugs conspiracy.

Instead talk was of 
the lack of jelly in prison 
meals and disgust at 
cockroaches in the jail.  
A cop also fainted while 
being questioned over 
the failure to disclose 
the tape’s existence.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Labour offered 
cash for strikes’
The Sun newspaper gets 
a little carried away after 
shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell told the PCS union 
that he backs strikes 

‘It’s Jeremy 
Corbyn’s birthday 
this weekend 
and the last thing 
he wants as a 
gift is to see our 
movement lose 
strength. Don’t 
ruin Jeremy’s 
birthday’
The Labour Party email on 
data protection changes was a 
little needy

‘Prime 
ministerial 
quango’
Andrew Tyrie writing in 1998 
to denounce politicians getting 
peerages. The former Tory 
MP was given a peerage by 
Theresa May this month 

‘I feel it is 
inappropriate, at 
this time, to have 
this long-planned 
meeting’
US president Donald Trump  
on his planned trip to North 
Korea

‘Going along very 
well’
US president Donald Trump 
on how the planning for the 
meeting was going

New job for 
bullying cop 
A BULLYING senior 
cop is in line for a 
£147,000-a-year job with 
the Met.

Essex deputy chief 
constable Matt Horne,  
threw a rubber stress 
ball, hitting a chief 
superintendent in the 
throat.

He pushed the same 
man against a desk and 
swore at a superintendent.

Horne is set to be 
a deputy assistant 
commissioner at the Met.

Horne’s boss, Essex 
chief constable Steve 
Kavanagh, refused to take 
sanctions against Horne 
in February, saying his 
actions were “utterly out 
of character and will not 
be repeated”.

The National Crime 
Agency, where Horne 
was on attachment, said 
it would not be renewing 
his contract as deputy 
director of operations. 

A panel ruled he was 
guilty of misconduct but 
not gross misconduct, for 
which he could have been 
fired.

Tories arrested 
for poll fraud 
TWO SENIOR members of 
Tory constitution minister 
Chloe Smith’s local party 
were arrested in a probe 
into electoral fraud.

Police held two men on 
Thursday amid claims that 
documents were submitted 
with forged signatures 
ahead of this month’s local 
elections in Norwich.

Daniel Elmer and Alex 
Jackson-Dennis are the  
two vice-chairs of Norwich 
Conservative Association.

That is the local party of 
Smith, who is responsible 
for electoral reform. 

Elmer was released with 
no further action to be 
taken, but  
Jackson-Dennis is still 
under investigation.

There is no suggestion 
election candidate Iain 
Gwynne or Smith were 
aware of the alleged fraud.

Tory digital minister Matt Hancock

SOME OF those who died in the Grenfell fire

Alex Jackson-Dennis (left)

Unnamed graves are reused



 Fresh war  
 threats  
 from Israel   
PALESTINIANS IN Gaza were 
bracing for another assault 
by Israel as Socialist Worker 
went to press on Tuesday.

The Israeli army said a 
“barrage” of mortar shells 
landed in southern Israel, one 
allegedly outside a nursery 
on Tuesday morning. 

The claims were widely 
reported in Israeli media, 
though notably less so 
elsewhere.

Reports claimed the attack 
was the largest attack from 
Gaza since Israel invaded it 
in 2014, although there were 
no injuries. 

Israel often uses such 
claims to justify new 
incursions and airstrikes on 
the Gaza Strip. 

Israel proudly boasted of 
being the first military in 
the world to have conducted 
airstrikes with the F-35 
“stealth fighter” plane in an 
attack on Gaza last week.

It later “leaked” a picture 
of the same jet apparently 
flying over Lebanese capital 
Beirut. 

And the Russian military 
claimed to have intercepted 
more Israeli jets over 
Lebanon on Monday.

It comes as Israel threatens 
war against its rival Iran 
in Syria, and Iranian ally 
Hizbollah in Lebanon.

Supporters of the 
Palestinians were set to 
protest in central London 
next Tuesday. 

It’s the anniversary of 
Israel’s invasion of the West 
Bank, East Jerusalem, Gaza, 
Egypt and Syria in 1967.

Everyone opposed to 
Israel’s warmongering today 
should join it.
Join the protest at Downing 
Street, 5:30pm Tuesday 5 June. 
Go to London: Free Palestine - 
Stop the Killing - Stop Arming 
Israel on Facebook

 Migrant children missing  
 at Trump’s racist border 
by ALISTAIR FARROW

THE WORLD had a glimpse of the 
reality of the ever-more brutal US 
border system last week. 

Some 1,500 undocumented chil-
dren were revealed to be missing after 
the Office of Refugee Resettlement 
(ORR) conducted checks. 

The admission was made by 
Steven Wagner from the Department 
for Health and Human Services at a 
government hearing last month. 

This is a consequence of undocu-
mented migrants being treated as 
criminals. 

Previously a “first offence” of being 
caught without documents was not 
treated as a criminal act. Now it is—
meaning detention and the separa-
tion of families.

“People that are aware of this are 
outraged,” migrant rights activist 
Roberto Valdez from El Paso, Texas, 
told Socialist Worker.

Children are supposed to be 
turned over from the ORR to family 
members in the US, or to the foster 
care system. 

Racist US president Donald Trump 
has created the conditions that allow 
border agencies to launch their 
crackdown. Just last week he said 
of undocumented migrant children, 
“They look so innocent. They’re not 
innocent.” 

Cracked  
He then went on to blame the 
Democrats for creating the crisis. It’s 
true that Barack Obama’s administra-
tion cracked down on undocumented 
migrants. 

And policies supposed to protect 
child refugees from Central American 
states were scaled back in 2016—
before Trump took office. 

No one at the top of the US politi-
cal system has clean hands. 

Last week Trump’s racist attor-
ney general Jeff Sessions announced 

a zero tolerance policy for undocu-
mented migrants. 

He wants to see every person 
caught crossing the border without 
documents criminally prosecuted. 

Cases of migrant families being 
split up are already increasing. 

Between October 2017 and April 
this year some 700 children were 
separated from their families—that’s 
before Sessions’ new policy came in. 

Since then, one immigration 
lawyer reported seeing 33 cases 
in court last week alone in Texas 
courtrooms. 

Previously he had seen one or two 
such cases a week.

People are organising against  
Trump’s hostile environment toward 
migrants. 

Roberto said that people in Texas 
are holding demonstrations.

“At the local level, groups are lob-
bying representatives for bills that 
will hold immigration enforcement 
agents accountable for their actions,” 
he said.

Trump’s visit to Britain on 13 July 

is an opportunity to protest against 
his monstrous border regime. 

Theresa May condones this 
regime—and the Tories maintain a 
similar one at Britain’s borders.

“It’s imperative people around 
the world display their discontent 
with the policies pushed by Trump’s 
administration,” said Roberto. 

“These kind of demonstrations 
reinforce to this administration that 
people around the world will not 
stand for this inhumane treatment.”
Join the demonstrations against Trump 
on 12 and 13 July. For more information 
visit bit.ly/TATrump

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

A PROTEST against Donald Trump’s attacks on migrants in California 

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  70,000 anti-racists 
protest far right AfD
bit.ly/AfDBerlin

2  How can Palestine be 
free?
bit.ly/SWFreePalestine

3  Victory for abortion 
rights in Ireland 
bit.ly/AbortionVictory

4 Staring reality in the 
face
bit.ly/StaringReality

5 Fury on France’s streets 
as strikers are united
bit.ly/FranceFury

5-8 July, Central London  •  A four-day political festival  •  Hosted by the SWP

Marxism 2018
A festival of 
socialist ideas
Speakers include: Ilan Pappe, Janet Alder, John Bellamy 
Foster, Ghada Karmi, Michael Roberts, Christine Buchholz, 
Ian Hodson, Moyra Samuels, Alex Callinicos, Brid Smith
For tickets: bit.ly/Marxism2018 020 7840 5620@MarxismFestival‘Marxism Festival’

Timetable  

online now
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 Tory bigots deny abortion  
 rights in Northern Ireland 
THE RESULT will 
have implications in 
Northern Ireland—for 
abortion rights and 
beyond. 

Pro-choice activists 
protested outside 
Belfast City Hall on 
Monday night. 

Despite remaining 
part of the British 
state, the 1967 
Abortion Act was 
never extended to 
Northern Ireland.

Abortion is still 
illegal unless the life 
or mental health of the 
pregnant woman is 
deemed to be at risk.

A woman can 
be given life 
imprisonment for 
having an unlawful 
abortion. And more 
than 700 women 
travelled to Britain to 
have an abortion in 
2016. The Protestant 

Orange Order in 
Northern Ireland was 
also for a No vote in 
the Irish referendum.

There are now calls 
for a referendum to 
be held—but there’s 
no reason to wait. 
Abortion rights 
could be signed into 
Northern Irish law 
tomorrow. 

Tory Northern 
Ireland Secretary 

Karen Bradley has the 
ability to extend the 
1967 Act—as should 
have happened  
51 years ago. 

But Theresa May is 
refusing to intervene 
as it would undermine 
her alliance with 
the bigots of the 
Democratic Unionist 
Party who prop up the 
Tories government. 

DUP leader Arlene 
Foster said the vote 
had “no impact” on 
Northern Ireland 
and that “it is for 
the Northern Ireland 
Assembly to debate 
and decide such 
issues.”

There hasn’t been a 
devolved government 
since January 2017, 
after the DUP and 
Sinn Fein couldn’t 
agree on a power 
sharing deal. 

Protest outside Belfast City Hall on Monday night  Picture: Matt collins

 Activists keep up pressure  
 to get new abortion laws 
SINCE the referendum 
was only about 
repealing the 8th 
Amendment, new 
legislation will have to 
be put in its place. 

It is likely to 
allow abortion until 
12 weeks of the 
pregnancy—or beyond 
that where there is 
a serious risk to the 
woman’s health.  

Irish prime minister 
Leo Varadkar has 
promised changes 
before the end of year. 
But he said getting the 
legislation passed is 
“not as straightforward 
as it may seem”. 

Health minister 

Simon Harris has 
promised to move 
quickly to introduce a 
new law.

Activists will need 
to fight the state 
tooth and nail for 
proper investment for 
women’s hospitals, 

sexual health clinics 
and specialised 
abortion services.

And the movement 
must hold the 
politicians to account 
and ensure they act 
on the results as 
quickly as possible.
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 Irish repeal  
 movement’s  
 historic win  
 deals blow  
 to bigotry 
by SARAH BATES 

IRISH VOTERS del ivered a 
 landslide two to one vote to repeal 
the 8th Amendment and liberal-
ise abortion laws last Saturday.

The 66 percent Yes vote in the 
referendum was won by relentless 
campaigning over decades and a 
mass movement from below. 

It’s a blow to conservative forces 
in Ireland and Britain that seek to 
control women’s bodies. 

Sinead Kennedy from the 
Together for Yes campaign told 
Socialist Worker, “A grassroots cam-
paign led by women, many of whom 
had never been involved in politics, 
removed one of the most oppressive 
articles in our constitution. 

“Ireland finally acknowledged 
that women deserve choice and 
bodily autonomy.

“We have literally made history.”
The results show that Yes was 

supported in almost every constitu-
ency. Donegal was the only constitu-
ency out of 40 to vote for No. 

The strongest Yes votes came 
from Dublin, but most rural areas 
also voted overwhelmingly for 
repeal. 

Shift 
The vote represents a real shift 
across Ireland, not just in working 
class areas. The 65 percent turn-
out was larger than for the 2015 
equal marriage referendum. 

And the exit polls suggest 
that almost 90 percent of 
voters under 25 backed Yes, 
with the over 60 demo-
graphic most likely to 
vote for No. 

Joyous scenes greeted 
the official 
r e s u l t  a t 
the count in 
Dublin and 
t h r o u g h o u t 
Ireland. 

Brid Smith, 
People before 
Profit TD, told 
a celebration in 
Dublin, “We’ve 
put a nail in the 

coffin of moralism and Catholic 
nonsense.”

The vote means that the Irish par-
liament will legislate for new rules 
on abortion—likely to be up to  
12 weeks of pregnancy (see right).

The 8th Amendment, added to 
the Irish Constitution in 1983, put 
the “life” of the foetus on an equal 
footing with a woman’s life. 

At the moment abortion is only 
available when a woman’s life 
is at risk. Women still face up to  
14 years in prison for trying to get 
an abortion.

Ireland’s stunning referendum 
victory will make it harder for the 
authorities in British-ruled Northern 
Ireland to continue to deny women 

basic rights. 
Around one million women 

there are still subject to some 
of the most restrictive abortion 
laws in the world.

Brid vowed to fight “for an 
Ireland that gives women a 

r ea l  r i gh t  t o 
choose, the right 
to  choose  to 
have a family 
as well as not 
to continue a 
pregnancy.”

The strength 
of the pro-choice 
vote is an excel-
lent basis to con-
tinue the fight 
for free abortion 
on demand. 

BACK STORY
The 8th Amendment to the Irish 
constitution was adopted in 1983
lIt put the life of a foetus on an 
equal footing with the life of a 
pregnant woman
lThe 66 percent vote to repeal it 
last week was a historic defeat for 
the forces of bigotry 
lThe Irish parliament will now 
have to adopt new abortion 
legislation to replace it
lOne million women are 
still denied abortion rights in 
British-ruled Northern Ireland 

CROWDS IN Dublin celebrate news of the two-to-one vote for abortion rights  

 ‘I have fought for this result for  
 35 years’—abortion rights activist
THOUSANDS OF activists 
campaigned under the umbrella 
organisation Together for Yes 
to deliver the decisive vote for 
repeal. 

Mass canvassing attracted 
huge numbers, often people 
pulled into political activity for 
the first time. 

Mary, a retired midwife and 
Dublin South Central Together 
For Yes co-convenor, told 
Socialist Worker the campaign 
was a critical element in the 
result. 

“One of the reasons has 
been mass canvassing, general 
campaigning and leafletting in 
transport hubs,” she explained.

“This generated high visibility 
and a lot of excitement.”

And Mary said the heightened 
political atmosphere led to 
many women talking about their 
abortions—often for the first 
time. 

“The personal stories touched 
people, it created a public 
appreciation of the private 
misery that the 8th Amendment 
caused,” she said. “These 

testimonies helped to commit 
some voters.”

Mary said the activists would 
now have to “fight to get the 
legislation over the line”. 

“But the results are 
too resounding for the 
anti-abortionists to equivocate,” 
she added. “They know they can’t 
open that box again.”

The experience of fighting 

for repeal has turned some into 
“junkies for political activity”.

Mary said, “There’s a whole 
swathe of young women brought 
into activity who never thought 
of themselves as activists. 

“They’ve been fighting for 
choice and against inequality. It’s 
not a million miles from all the 
other ways that women are done 
down by the system.”

Together for Yes combined 
abortion rights campaigns and  
NGOs. Most major trade unions 
supported it. 

The campaign was even 
supported by some in the ruling 
parties who have obstructed 
abortion reform. 

“They’re very opportunistic,” 
said Mary. “Every leader has 
dragged their feet or opposed 
change for women.

“Even Sinn Fein—they 
supported repeal but not choice.”  

But Mary said that ultimately 
the result left her “astounded 
and delighted”. 

“I’ve been waiting for this 
result for 35 years and to get it 
two-to-one is amazing,” she said. 

Mary is the co-convenor of 
Dublin South Central Together for Yes 

A grassroots campaign won the Yes vote  

Arlene Foster 

Ministers Simon Harris (left) and Leo Varadkar 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

ITALY CRISIS SHOWS HOW 
THE EU AND BOSSES RULE

 I
TALY IN the last few days has 
shown the reality of capitalist 
power and its lack of concern 
for democracy.

When the bosses, bankers 
and European Union (EU) took on 
Greece, they were attacking a left 
wing government. 

In Italy they are attacking the 
right—and it is the far right who 
are likely to benefit most.

Elections in March saw the 
populist Five Star movement and 
the hard right League gain enough 
seats to form a government.

They tried to form one 
government last week. 

But President Sergio Mattarella 
said he could not accept the 
proposed finance minister Paolo 
Savona, because his criticisms of 
the euro “could provoke Italy’s 
exit” from it.

Savona is no radical. He was a 
former official at the Bank of Italy, 
a former minister, and a former 
chief of the bosses’ General 
Confederation of Italian Industry. 

Five Star and the League have 
sent mixed messages over Italy’s 
eurozone membership. They 
hope to gain from eurosceptic 
sentiment, while never clearly 
calling for a pull out. 

What they have been clear 

about is hostility to migrants.
Opposition to EU-backed 

austerity has repeatedly created 
crises for the establishment. But 
racist scapegoating is enabling the 
right to capitalise.

The right grew after both 
social democrats and unelected 
technocrats pushed EU austerity 
to cut deficits and pay banks. 

It is notable that the proposed 
government’s demands to expel 
500,000 migrants did not bother 
the rich in Italy or the EU. 

To replace the Five Star/League 
coalition, President Mattarella 
picked Carlo Cottarelli to form a 
new technocrat government. 

Cottarelli worked at the 
International Monetary Fund 

before he was hired in 2013 to 
slash Italy’s public spending.  “Mr 
Scissors” pushed for £30 billion 
in cuts, but quit after complaining 
that people were resisting his 
austerity crusade. 

What is now guaranteed is a 
rolling crisis through the summer, 
which can only end in fresh 
elections.

The vultures on the financial 
markets are pushing hard to 
asset strip the Italian economy— 
regardless of who is in office.

The League has gained eight 
points in the polls since the last 
election. Its bombastic leader 
Matteo Salvini claimed he 
was inundated with calls from 
supporters to stage mass protests 
after the proposed government 
was blocked.  Salvini has taken a 
leading role, pushing Five Star even 
further to the right. The anti-
austerity rhetoric is down and the 
racist rhetoric is being ramped up. 

Whether Salvini will maintain 
his alliance with Five Star or 
reunite with right wing crook 
Silvio Berlusconi is unclear.

But by pushing the pro-
banker, pro-EU attacks, the 
Italian establishment looks set to 
embolden the fractious forces of 
Italy’s racist right.

THE PRICE OF CITIZENSHIP
 G OOD NEWS came recently 

to all undocumented 
migrants living in fear of the 

French state. 
All they have to do to gain 

citizenship is save a child’s life.
Mamoudou Gassama has been 

showered with praise after his 
courageous rescue of a small child 
hanging from a balcony in Paris. 

French president Emmanuel 
Macron took time out from 
ordering riot cops to harass 
refugees in northern France 
to meet Mamoudou Gassama 

on Monday.  “I told him that in 
recognition of his heroic act he 
would have his papers in order as 
quickly as possible,” Macron said in 
a statement.  

Meanwhile, French migrant 
rights activist Martine Landry is 
being prosecuted for “having aided 
the entry of two foreign minors in 
an irregular situation” in February. 

Also this week Macron’s new 
immigration bill goes to the Senate 
for ratification. 

It cracks down on people just 
like Mamoudou Gassama. Britain 

is even worse. Robert Chilowa 
became well-known when he 
saved children from a fire in 
Manchester in 2017. 

The Tories’ response was to 
threaten him with deportation to 
Zimbabwe. 

Such episodes shine a light on 
the gross hypocrisy at the heart of 
the French and British states—and 
at the heart of a brutal system of 
borders. 

All people should be allowed 
to travel and live wherever they 
want to.

Anti-austerity 
rhetoric is down 
and racist 
rhetoric is being 
ramped up

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest news every day.  For updates 
and analysis on the stories that matter go to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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 It’s risky for Corbyn  
 to appease the right 
EVERY TIME the Labour right have confronted Jeremy 
Corbyn and his supporters in open combat they’ve been 
defeated, usually humiliatingly. But they’ve just been 
allowed to score a major victory by forcing the resignation 
of Ken Livingstone from the Labour Party.

Livingstone is one of the historic figures of the Labour left, 
who exercised real power through his dominance in London 
politics for a generation. His leadership of the Greater 
London Council in opposition to Margaret Thatcher during 
the 1980s led her to abolish the institution itself.

Livingstone won the election to the new post of London 
mayor in 2000 in opposition to Tony Blair. Even though he 
later made his peace with Labour, he used the mayor’s office 
to support the anti-racist and anti-war left at the height of 
the “war on terror”.

But now Livingstone has been laid low by an unscrupulous 
campaign to brand the Labour left as antisemitic. The 
remarks that led to Corbyn ordering disciplinary action 
against him were poorly phrased, probably an ill-judged 
effort at provocation. 

The terrain on which to criticise Israel is not the fact that 
Zionist and Nazi organisations undoubtedly did cooperate 
during the 1930s to promote German Jewish emigration to 
Palestine. It is the continuing dispossession and oppression 
of the Palestinians.

But Livingstone is no antisemite. He has a much better 
record of fighting racism and fascism than the pack that 
dragged him down. The great irony is that he was forced out 
of the Labour Party under Corbyn, his old ally in many fights 
waged by the Labour left against Thatcher and Blair.

Corbyn has said that Livingstone’s resignation was 
“the right thing to do”. Probably many of his supporters 
agree, not because they believe Livingstone was guilty of 
antisemitism, but because they think the move was tactically 
necessary. Corbyn has been under pressure from some 
Jewish organisations. And his shadow attorney general 
Shami Chakrabarti, herself an old ally of Livingstone’s, 
hinted that she would resign if the ex-mayor was not 
expelled.

Clever
But, as I’ve said before, boxing clever isn’t really that clever. 
The Labour right and their allies in the Tory media have 
found in the charge of “left antisemitism” a perfect device 
for forcing Corbyn onto the back foot.

He’s proved a hard person to attack. The general election 
a year ago showed that the package of economic reforms he 
and John McDonnell have devised is popular. And Corbyn’s 
mild, rather Zen personality and his unassuming lifestyle 
have made him the perfect anti-politician’s politician.

The right believe they have discovered a chink in his 
armour in his support for the Palestinians. For the Israeli 
government and its supporters the rise of someone with 
Corbyn’s views is a political disaster. So of course they are 
targeting him. But the charge that he is soft on antisemitism 
comes from a much wider constituency on the right.

Never mind that this is nonsense, as Corbyn’s record 
of consistently opposing the real, organised antisemites 
in Britain, the Nazis, shows. The accusation allows the 
Labour right and the Tories to cast doubt on his principled 
anti-racism. Moreover, the campaign has delivered real 
successes. Labour lost several heavily Jewish wards in the 
local elections in the north London borough of Barnet a few 
weeks ago. And now the right have been given Livingstone’s 
head on a plate. 

Anyone who thinks they will stop there is kidding 
themselves. They will keep up the pressure and demand 
more heads. And in all probability the Corbyn leadership will 
offer more up in the vain hope of appeasing the right.

It isn’t just that this strategy will simply feed the right’s 
appetite and encourage them even to go directly for Corbyn 
himself. It’s that this retreat comes at a dangerous moment 
for Labour, as the Tories’ lead in the opinion polls increases.

Corbyn led Labour forward a year ago, not by hiding his 
principles, but by openly defending them. He should do the 
same now. He should explain publicly why he supports the 
Palestinians against Israel’s cruel policies. And he should 
turn on his accusers and demand that they justify their 
support for these policies.

 Civil service workers set to  
 start a national strike ballot
Union is preparing 
for action that can 
build the union and 
encourage resistance 
to the Tories’ attacks, 
says Nick Clark

CIVIL SERVICE workers 
are set to ballot for strikes 
to end the Tories’ public 
sector pay cap. The PCS 
union is expected to give 
formal notice of the ballot 
on 11 June and begin bal-
loting on 18 June.

The ballot could lead to 
national strikes by workers 
across government depart-
ments. But PCS activists will 
need to fight hard to deliver 
a strong yes vote and beat the 
50 percent turnout threshold.

Workers in government 
departments have suffered  
1 percent increases—well 
below inflation—for eight 
years.

Delegates at the PCS’s 
annual conference last week 
voted overwhelmingly for 
a national strike ballot to 
demand a 5 percent increase. 

Moving the motion, PCS 
general secretary Mark 
Serwotka said it was time for 
the PCS to take action with-
out waiting for other unions 
to join in.

Persuade
“We have tried for years to 
persuade other unions to take 
action with us and we haven’t 
been successful,” he said.

“Do we wait for them to 
change their minds or do we 
seize the moment now?”

Labour shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell pledged sup-
port for the workers.  

He told the conference, 
“If you take industrial action 
we will be with you on every 

picket line we possibly can.”
The union is set to hold 

training days for activists in 
June. 

In a statement it said, “We 
will now be entering a period 
of intense activity. 

“We aim to achieve not 
just a long overdue pay 
rise, but also a stronger, 
more confident union, reju-
venated by the influx of 
a wave of new activists.”  

Serwotka told Socialist 
Worker, “Theresa May is 
treating our people worse 
than anyone else. We have to 
get a mandate for action to 
put pressure on her.

“We have to hold meetings, 
do leafleting, anything to get 
the message out. We have to 
tell members that not voting 
is the same as a no vote.” 

PCS activists at the confer-
ence shared ideas about how 
to get the best result.

Many said it’s crucial to 
involve as many members as 
possible in the campaign. 

Others shared lessons from 
a campaign to win a yes vote 
in an indicative ballot last 
year.

A n d r e a  f r o m  D V L A 
Swansea suggested leaflet-
ting desks to pick up new 

members and activists.
Pete said a committee of 

PCS activists in Birmingham 
had helped them to “locate 
the offices that need the most 
support” in getting the vote 
out.

Sarah from Manchester 
told the conference how 
activists there planned “a 
city-wide pay rally”.

And Candy from the 
National Gallery branch said, 
“We’ve got to try and unleash 
the potential. 

“We’ve got to involve 
our members and we have 
to train up a new layer of 
activists.”

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

PCS ACTIVISTS campaigning over pay (main) are backed 
by John McDonnell (left)  Left Picture: PcS union/twitter

 Serwotka–‘This is about winning, not protesting’
MARK SERWOTKA told the 
PCS union’s conference 
the ballot was about 
“action that is not about 
protesting but action that 
is about winning”.

He said that—
following pay debates 
in at the union’s group 
conferences—the 
government’s cabinet 
office had already written 
to him asking to discuss 
the PCS’s pay claim.

This followed weeks of 
the government ignoring 
the union.

But he also said he 
hoped that a strong ballot 
result could give the union 

“leverage” in talks. And he 
told the conference that 
the union would consult 
members on striking 
again if talks fail—and 
may look to “targeted” 
action involving only some 
sections.

Other speakers said 
action should be sooner, if 
not immediately after the 
result.

Phil Dickens from 
Bootle Taxes branch 
said, “When PCS has had 
consultations in the past 
this can drag out quite a 
long time with nothing 
really happening at the 
end of it.

“We’ve also seen quite 
a long gap between where 
we are now and the 
consultative ballot that’s 
just gone. 

“Members were asking 
when we’re going to go on 
strike over pay.”

And Pete Edwards from 
Department for Transport 
Wales said, “Members 
have had enough of pay 
restraint and want to see 
a fight from their trade 
union. 

“Let’s smash the 
thresholds. But I want to 
go further. If we win the 
ballot, we need to take 
action urgently.”PCS leader Mark Serwotka
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Low pay and 
precarity 
fuel strikes 
at colleges
Workers are fighting for higher pay 
and better contracts in a wave of 
strikes, reports Sadie Robinson

THERE WAS a big picket line at 
Westminster Kingsway College 
in central London last Thursday 
as a recent wave of pay strikes 
continued.

UCU union members at the 
college were on the second day of 
a three-day walkout to demand a 
pay rise. 

Workers at City and Islington, 
Lambeth, and the College of 
Haringey, Enfield and North East 
London were also out on strike.

Strikers told Socialist Worker 
that years of real terms pay cuts 
is just one issue fuelling workers’ 
anger.

One picket said simply, “I’ve 
worked here on a zero hours 
contract for ten years.”

Another added, “I’m on a 
precarious contract. Teachers on 
precarious contracts earn around 
£10,000 a year less than people 
who are permanently employed.

“We’ve also had a 24 percent real 
terms pay cut since 2009. We were 
told that after a merger there would 
be more money. A pay rise for us is 
completely affordable.”

One striker explained that he has 
worked at the college for 20 years. 
“There is a very high turnover of 
staff in my department,” he said. 
“They won’t give out permanent 
contracts. As soon as you learn 
someone’s name, they vanish.”

Exam
Workers are demanding a pay 
rise and also fighting for better 
contracts for hourly-paid lecturers. 

The str ike last  Thursday 
coincided with the first GCSE 
exam—and strikers were clear that 
targeting exam days can have more 
of an impact.

Strikers said that management 
have brought in agency workers to 
invigilate exams, which could be 
illegal.

Andy Wilson, CEO of Capital 
City College Group, bemoaned the 
“impact on students” of strikes in a 
recent letter to staff. But the idea 
that rich college bosses care about 
students’ education is laughable.

Their attacks on staff have a direct 
impact on students. 

Several strikers pointed out 
that high staff turnover is bad for 
students’ education.

Carly is the UCU coordinating 
committee secretary at the college. 
“This is our seventh strike day 
and we have had solid picket 
lines throughout,” she said. “The 
determination of members is 
getting stronger.”

Effective
She added that the strikes have 
been “effective”. “After every piece 
of action there’s been movement 
on the issue of contracts,” she 
explained. 

But she added that bosses have 
been “intransigent” over pay. 
Strikers were furious that Wilson 
had offered a one-off payment of 
£400 instead of a pay rise.

“We’ve already lost more than 
that through the strikes,” one picket 
pointed out.

Workers plan a four-day strike 
from Tuesday of next week. More 
action can force the bosses to pay 
up. “The top people are getting pay 
rises,” complained one striker. 

“This is about pay and conditions, 
but it’s an expression of discontent 
with the Tory government. 

“We need to take action, 
otherwise management have got 
carte blanche to roll all over us.”

BACK STORY
Workers at several colleges 
across London are fighting a  
below-inflation pay offer
lBosses want to give them a pay 
increase of just 1 percent
lThe workers are also fighting 
over specific disputes at 
individual colleges
lStrikers at Westminster 
Kingsway College struggle with 
zero hours contracts
lThey are demanding a pay rise 
and better contracts for hourly-
paid workers

ON THE picket line at Westminster Kingsway College Picture: SocialiSt Worker

SCOTLAND

SNP report exposes its pro-market 
leadership with ‘cuts commission’
by BOB FOTHERINGHAM

A RECENT economic report by the 
Scottish National Party (SNP) is a 
major disappointment for those in 
the independence movement who 
want to end austerity and cuts. 

The SNP published its much 
anticipated growth commission 
report—produced by former SNP 
MSP and banker Andrew Wilson—
last week. 

It’s an attempt to deal with 
some of the economic arguments 
raised during the 2014 Scottish 
independence referendum 
campaign—and makes some 
crucial concessions.

It includes keeping the pound 
for the foreseeable future—and 
thereby accepting the British 
Treasury’s control over key 
economic measures. 

It accepts the European Union’s 
(EU) deficit limit of 3 percent 
of GDP and agrees a £5 billion 
“solidarity payment” a year 
towards the British national debt.

It also wants to keep corporation 
tax in line with Britain.

Positively, the report does 

make a case for higher levels of 
immigration into Scotland—in 
contrast to the racist nonsense 
punted by Tory politicians.

Scotland’s first minister Nicola 
Sturgeon enthusiastically welcomed 
the report, focusing on the need for 
economic competence and offering 
a business-friendly agenda. 

In doing so she exposed the 
SNP’s continuing commitment to 
the European Union’s free market 
economic model. The report 
rightly points out that Scotland is 
a wealthy country which is more 
than able to make it on its own. 

But it then sadly accepts many 

of the failed economic strategies 
that have led to a situation where 
a third of children in Scotland live 
in poverty.

Scottish Labour leader Richard 
Leonard rightly condemned the 
report as a “cuts commission”. 

Unfortunately, he continues to 
oppose independence and a second 
independence referendum. That 
means that his argument will make 
little headway with the 50,000 
independence supporters who 
demonstrated in Glasgow a few 
weeks ago.

The Scottish Parliament recently 
overwhelmingly voted to reject the 
Tory government’s Brexit bill.

This seeks to retain all the 
powers transferred back to Britain 
from the EU in the hands of the 
Westminster government. It is 
undoubtedly a “power grab” by 
the Tories which will undermine 
devolution. We don’t want that 
sort of Brexit.

The independence movement 
has the opportunity to build a 
broad anti-austerity alliance which 
could push forward the case for 
Scottish independence. The SNP’s 
report has undermined this.

Former banker Andrew Wilson
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 70,000 out  
 against the  
 racist AfD  
 in Germany
The AfD has Nazis in it and is 
moving further right, but it is facing 
resistance says Tomáš Tengely-Evans

TENS OF thousands of people 
took to the streets of Berlin in 
Germany against the far right 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) 
party on Sunday.

Up to 70,000 joined the anti-racist  
protest—compared to a few thou-
sand who turned out on the AfD’s 
national mobilisation.

Some reports said the AfD had 
just 2,000 marchers, and these cer-
tainly were no more than 5,000.

Crowds of anti-racists from 
feeder marches streamed onto the 
Brandenburg Gate in the centre of 
the city. 

Anti-racists couldn’t block the 
AfD from marching, but they sur-
rounded them from all sides and 
drowned out their rally at the 
Brandenburg Gate.

“We want to be loud enough to 
drown out the racist speeches,” 
activist Rosa told the RBB news 
channel.

MP Christine Buchholz from 
the left wing Die Linke party 
said, “Today’s protest against the 
onslaught of the AfD was a resound-
ing success.”

It’s a big step forward to see such 
a turnout.

The protests were supported by 
over 120 organisations including 
the Labour-type SPD, Die Linke, the 
Greens and trade unions. Muslim 
organisations, refugee groups and 
theatre groups also turned out 
and 150 Berlin clubs organised a 
“Reclaim Club Culture—Bass the 
Nazis Away” rave.

Supporting
One of the groups supporting the 
anti-racist demonstration is a char-
ity that works with children with 
disabilities.

AfD MPs published a letter to the 
German government last month 
linking children with disabilities to 
immigration. It said that disabili-
ties had risen by 0.9 percent over 
the last two years and were caused 
“among other things by marriage 
inside the family”. 

After outrage erupted over 
the letter, AfD politician Nicole 

Hochst responded with racist bile. 
“Marriage inside the family, espe-
cially between first cousins, is most 
widespread among migrants from 
Arab and African regions,” she said.

The AfD march marked the first 
time the far right party has mobi-
lised on the streets since its break-
through in parliamentary elections 
last October. 

Coordinator
“Parallel to the parliamentary work, 
we take to the streets and give our 
members and supporters the chance 
to actively participate,” said AfD 
rally main coordinator Guido Reil.

“That’s very important.”
The AfD began as a broad church 

of right wing conservatives, racist 
populists and open Nazis, but it is 
hardening up. 

Around half of its MPs are now 
linked to Nazi groups, and some 
conservatives have quit the party 
or have been pushed out of leading 
positions.

The demonstration was made 
up of the AfD’s hardcore elements. 
It was outnumbered—but it is far 
from a spent force.

It was born out of the rightward 
shift in German politics in the wake 
of the refugee crisis and politicians’ 
concession to scapegoating. 

Its rise shows the need to mobi-
lise against the Nazis and racists on 
the streets—and against the main-
stream racism that feeds their rise.

Christine Buchholz MP will be one 
of the speakers at the Marxism 2018 
festival in London, 5-8 July. 
Go to marxismfestival.org.uk

BACK STORY
The AfD is trying to mobilise 
people on the streets
lHalf of its MPs now have direct 
links with Nazis after moderates 
have been forced out 
lSunday’s march was the 
party’s first street mobilisation 
since its electoral breakthrough
lThe party is increasingly 
whipping up racist poison 

GREECE

 General strike to shut down economy
by PANOS GARGANAS in Athens

WORKERS IN the public and 
private sectors in Greece were set 
to walk out on a general strike on 
Wednesday this week.

It was called by the two 
biggest union federations 
against austerity imposed by the 
European Union (EU) and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF).

The left wing Syriza 
government has agreed an 
austerity programme of huge 
cuts and privatisation to repay 
Greece’s debts.

But people are not prepared 
to accept more austerity. 
Electricity and transport workers 
are fighting privatisation and 

there’s a fightback against 
staff shortages in schools and 
hospitals.

The state-owned public 
electricity company is being 
broken up. Parts of it are being 
sold off and the remainder is 
under attack. 

The power plants say that 
2,000 people will be sacked.

Extra
Bus workers are fighting 
privatisation. They will be out 
for an extra day after the general 
strike. 

Seafarers and media workers 
will also join the strikes. There 
will be no ferries running, 
newspapers printed, nor news 
on television.

The EU and IMF are 
demanding that Greece pays 
£57 billion in loan repayments 
and interest over the next four 
years. But even with this terrible 
austerity the government can 
only find £22 billion. 

It is in a fix and is trying to 
squeeze everybody harder.

If the government refuses to 
pay the £57 billion it can fund all 
the services and all the workers’ 
demands. 

The EU bosses and the bankers 
are in a weak position. If we 
challenge them on the debt 
that will encourage the strikes 
in France, people in Italy and 
Spain—all over Europe. 

They are not so strong—we 
shouldn’t be afraid of them.

FRANCE

 Protests continue against Macron’s attacks
BIG MARCHES took place across 
France last Saturday, showing 
the continuing readiness to fight 
President Emmanuel Macron’s 
“reforms” that attack workers and 
aid the rich. 

Around 80,000 demonstrated 
in Paris and almost 300,000 in 
around 200 protests across the 
country.

The “popular tide” movement 
brought together campaign groups, 
social movements, trade unions 
and political parties. The sense of 

unity is very popular, particularly 
as such organisations rarely come 
together for a single 
mobilisation.

“Everyone who 
is suffering—
we’re all on the 
streets,” health 
worker Mathidle told 
Socialist Worker from 
a demonstration in 
Toulouse. “Now let’s 
strike together.” 

But there are 

different visions of where this 
process goes. For Jean-Luc 
Melenchon of the left wing France 

Insoumise party, the key 
question is the creation of a 
“popular front”. He doesn’t say 

it, but the longer term intention 
is to bolster an electoral project.

Olivier Besancenot of the 
revolutionary socialist NPA 
said that the “tide” must rise 

high enough to produce 
new levels of strikes.
Charlie Kimber

PART OF the anti-racist protest in Berlin last Sunday 

On Saturday’s protest
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A new album 
from McCrea?
WILLIAM McCrea’s new 
2018 album is titled, 
Thank the Lord I’m a 
Lord (Troublemaker  
23 May).

Available at the poison 
counter at Boots.

John Stewart
On Facebook

No pay rise at 
DWP please
THE WAY that DWP 
employees act in regards 
to sanctioning disabled 
people, they should go 
a month or two without 
ANY payment (PCS 
union backs strike vote 
over pay, 23 May).

They shouldn’t get a 
pay rise until they stop 
targeting us, disabled 
and sick people.

Pain Warrior
On Twitter

The problems 
facing Corbyn
THIS WILL embolden 
those traitorous  
anti-Corbyn Blairies (Ken 
Livingstone’s resignation 
is a victory for the right, 
21 May).

Who will be attacked 
next with their faux 
outrage?

Terry Russell
On Facebook

nIF JEZ won all the 
establishment would be 
against him.

He would get 
swallowed up with the 
puppet masters.

We need a revolution 
by the people for the 
people.

Melanie Powell
On Twitter

SW is always 
worth a read
SOCIALIST Worker 
is always a good and 
informative read.

A rare thing these 
days.

Frank Casey
On Facebook

Well done to 
Five Leaves
CONGRATULATIONS to 
Five Leaves Bookshop 
for winning national 
Independent Bookshop 
of the year award 2018. 

The radical bookshop 
stocks left publications, 
including Socialist 
Worker. It also hosts 
events and supports 
local meetings.

If in Nottingham do 
visit—14a Long Row.

Richard Buckwell
Nottingham

Ken Livingstone fought for 
left and progressive politics
THE ENFORCED resignation of Ken 
Livingstone from the Labour Party 
will be deeply disturbing to many 
socialists and activists both in and 
beyond Labour.

When I starting teaching in the 
early 1980s, Livingstone led the 
Greater London Council (GLC).

It set vital standards for all 
progressive teachers. These 
covered race, class, gender and 
sexual orientation.

Projects that provided a voice 
and services for key minority 
groups flourished thanks to 
funding from the GLC. This was at 
a time when equality of treatment 
was bitterly contested by the 
Tories and right wing Labour.

One of Livingstone’s most 
popular policies was the 

introduction of “Fares Fair”. This 
meant cheap travel for millions of 
Londoners until it was 
unceremoniously overthrown by 
the judges in the High Court.

Way ahead of its time, 
Livingstone was a champion of the 
rights of the Palestinians. He also 
stood for the unity of Ireland and 
for discussion with the IRA.

He courageously invited  
Gerry Adams to London and was 
pilloried in the press for it.

He consistently challenged Tony 
Blair’s New Labour, for which he 
was expelled.

His popularity meant that he 
dramatically won his first term as 
London’s Mayor as an independent 
from the left, and Blair was later 
forced to readmit him.

Throughout his political life 
Livingstone has been an 
uncompromising opponent of US 
imperialism.

I believe his remarks about 
Hitler and Zionism were very 
poorly chosen. But it is 
unquestionable that Livingstone’s 
record is of uncompromising 
opposition to all forms of racism.

On his resignation, Jeremy 
Corbyn thanked Livingstone for his 
contribution to progressive 
politics. Corbyn was right, but I 
hoped he would have faced down 
the onslaught against Livingstone.

Compromise with the Blairite 
Labour right will not silence 
them—they will be back for more. 

Jan Nielsen
North London

  FLA report  
 was wrong
I DON’T wish to take away 
from the hard work done 
by many groups and 
individuals to oppose the 
Football Lads Alliance 
(FLA) in Manchester.

But I feel that the overly 
triumphant and ecstatic 
tone in Socialist Worker is 
misplaced and dangerous.

By celebrating as if we 
had won a great battle (600 
anti-racists to 300 FLA) 
instead of winning a 
skirmish is dangerous. 

It gives a false sense of 
optimism and strength. 
Enthusiasm easily turns 
into demoralisation.

To use a boxing analogy, 
we neither won by knock 
out nor by winning on 
points after grinding down 
our opponent. 

I will make the following 
prediction for Manchester 
on 2 June.

The Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance (DFLA) 
turnout will be in the 
thousands because they are 
larger than the FLA. 

Unlike 19 May there are 
no events to draw the 
DFLA’s attention away like 
the FA Cup final and the 
royal wedding.

The bulk of the London-
based FLA football firms 
will be there—as well as 
hardened Nazis and the 
far-right.

Instead of misplaced 
triumphalism a much more 
measured approach is 
needed. 

A recognition that the 
DFLA/FLA is in its 
formative stage, the 
football season is over and 
the FLA will have many 
more big demos.

Ultimately, it presses the 
urgency of a united front to 
take the FLA on. 

The wider left needs to 
rise to the challenge.

John Curtis
Ipswich

 Israeli terror  
 flows from  
 Zionism
A QUESTION for all those 
who seek to convince the 
world that criticising 
Zionism is antisemitic.

What makes people use 
powerful, high-velocity 
weapons to kill or maim 
hundreds of their fellow 
human beings?

It is not because they are 
Jewish.

It is because they are 
part of a political project 

aimed at establishing an 
exclusively Jewish state by 
displacing a people of a 
different religion.   

This behaviour is 
nothing to do with 

“Jewishness” and 
everything to do with the 
inevitable outcome of the 
Zionist project.

John Murphy 
Stockport

 Cultural boycott battle  
 has had a huge impact 
I READ with interest Nick 
Clark’s article, Cultural 
boycott is a way to expose 
Israel, (Socialist Worker,  
16 May). 

A growing number of 
artists are looking for ways 
to express support for 
Palestine.

In 2012, Artists for 
Palestine UK issued a 
pledge for artists to sign 
promising not to go to 
Israel until its government 
complies with international 
law and universal principles 

of human rights. To date 
we have 1,200 signatures. 

Artists such as Lorde and 
Elvis Costello, who refused 
to perform in Israel, have 
had a worldwide impact. 

Just this week dozens of 
bands have endorsed the 
call for a cultural boycott. 

Even “unsuccessful” 
campaigns have brought to 
the attention of millions of 
people the situation in 
Palestine.

Hilary Westlake
Artists for Palestine UK

Just a 
thought...

Israeli troops arresting a young Palestinian boy in the West Bank
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bridgehead to full privatisation. 
While the company will remain 

owned by the hospital, the workers 
will no longer be on the NHS pay 
roll. They would be transferred on 
the same wages and terms and con-
ditions—under a process known as 
Tupe—but bosses could change them 
afterwards.

One Unison member told Socialist 
Worker that workers don’t buy hospi-
tal boss Andrew Foster’s promises to 
guarantee their terms and conditions 
for 25 years. 

“After 12 months management 
could do anything,” he told Socialist 
Worker.

“If they do it to us, that’s it for eve-
rybody else too.”

Keith Hutson, the Unite union 
regional organiser, said that the 
union’s solicitors had confirmed 
that the 25 year guarantee wouldn’t 
legally apply. “I’ve been doing this a 
long time and CEOs come and go,” he 
told Socialist Worker.

“He’s asking workers to take him 
at his word as the guarantee wouldn’t 
be after he left. 

“At best he’s deluding himself or at 
worst lying.”

T
HE WHOLLY-owned 
subsidiary would also 
allow bosses to hire 
new workers on worse 
terms and conditions, 
leading to a two-tier 

workforce. 
Being able to slash the wage and 

terms and conditions bill will make it 
more attractive for private companies 
to come in at some time in the future. 

So will the fact that the subsidiary 
company will own the land the hos-
pitals are built on.

The broader aim is to bring in pri-
vate sector bosses to run the wholly 
owned subsidiaries in order make the 
NHS run like a business.

Workers haven’t bought the 
bosses’ lies and can see the outsourc-
ing plan for what it is. 

Decca said, “They’re doing this to 
make themselves richer—but we’re 
not backing down.”

Some workers are also angry 
that former right wing Labour MP 
Neil Turner is on the board of WWL 
Solutions Ltd. 

He was unopposed for deputy 
chair of Wigan Labour Party last 
week.

“We get ‘time and a half’ pay for 
Sundays but they could try and stop 
that and take away sick pay,” Unison 

striker Joseph told Socialist Worker. 
“Management are behaving like 
they don’t give a shit.”

Molly said, “The wages and 
terms and conditions would 
change. Management are not 
being upfront—I went on the 

website and read all the reg-
ulations about Tupe.”

“We don’t want zero hour 
contracts,” added Clarissa. 
“The NHS has worked for 
70 years, why should we 
change now?”

Workers are determined to remain 
in the NHS. Many said it was the “best 
job” they’d had compared to the pri-
vate sector, but the trust’s latest out-
sourcing plan has compounded their 
frustration with management. 

Fuelled
“We feel undervalued anyway,” said 
Clarrisa. And Janine added, “They 
just walk past me on the corridor, 
they don’t know who we are.”

But this has fuelled workers’ 
anger that pushed unions to organ-
ise action. 

Hutson said, “All of the members 
who voted are out and even people 
who didn’t vote have come out and 
stuck by the mandate.”

He added, “We didn’t need to build 
the strike. I’ve had a lot of grief from 
my members for not being on the ball 

enough about this—I think that’s a 
good thing.”

The battle lines in the fight against 
NHS privatisation have been drawn 
in Wigan. 

The dispute has also thrown up 
questions about how to fight against 
it and about the role of the Labour 
Party.

After picketing, workers marched 
to a lunchtime rally in Wigan’s Believe 
Square. Lisa Nandy, the local Labour 
MP, told workers, “I will stand with 
you on the picket line as long as it 
takes.

“If privatisation is the answer, then 
you are asking the wrong question.”

And she read out a message from 
Labour’s shadow health secretary Jon 
Ashworth. 

“These subcontracting companies 
represent privatisation by the back 
door, they are wrong and Labour will 
oppose them,” it said.

The Labour Party’s national and 
local support has lifted strikers. But 
it’s right to fight now—not just wait 
until a general election in four years 
in the hope of a Jeremy Corbyn-led 
Labour government.

Labour’s manifesto did not prom-
ise wholesale renationalisation of the 
health service, just to make the NHS 
the preferred provider. 

Struggles like this could push it 
into a more radical position—and 
much more importantly a win in 
Wigan can begin to roll back the 
wave of privatisation.

To loud cheers, it was announced 
that Unison had called a further 
48-hour strike from 8 June.

The Unison national leadership 
should throw its full weight behind 
the Wigan dispute. 

Every trade unionist and cam-
paigner should build solidarity for 
this crucial fight to make sure the 
workers can kick back against the 
bosses’ attacks.

Workers’ names have been changed. 
Send messages of solidarity to  
jean.heyes@wwl.nhs.uk Make cheques 
out to WWL Unison Welfare and send 
to Unison Office, Royal Albert Edward 
 Infirmary, Wigan Lane, Wigan, WN1 2NN

The NHS is threatened with a new form of privatisation. 
The rise of the wholly-owned subsidiary is bosses’ latest 
wheeze to sell off hospitals in England through the back 
door. But hundreds of workers in Lancashire are striking 
back. Tomáš Tengely-Evans joined the picket line in Wigan

H
UNDREDS OF  the 
lowest paid hospital 
workers are taking a 
stand against a new 
form of privatisation 
that threatens the 

NHS. Their struggle also shows 
how strikes can bring working class 
unity and confidence.

Some 600 of them walked out at 
five hospitals across the north west 
of England for 48 hours last week—
in a strike that saw hundreds join the 
picket lines.

Almost 1,000 cleaning, portering, 
security and other support jobs face 
the threat of being outsourced to 
WWL Solutions. 

It’s one of a growing number of 
wholly owned subsidiaries used to 
sell of the NHS by the backdoor in 
England.

But the backlash against it should 
act as inspiration to fight to kill off 
this latest wave of privatisation 
elsewhere.

The strike began when 15 work-
ers walked out at the Royal Albert 
Infirmary in Wigan at one minute 
past midnight last Wednesday. 

It marked the beginning of a strike 
across five hospitals in Wrightington, 
Wigan and Leigh (WWL) NHS Trust 
against plans to outsource 900 jobs.

By morning the picket line had 
swelled to over 150—and stretched 
across the front of the hospital.

There was a carnival atmosphere 
as worker after worker said it feels 
good to fight back. 

Molly, a Unison union member, 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s my first 
time on strike—it feels good to be 
out, it feels like we’re fighting for the 
good cause.”

She added, “No one wants to get 
privatised.”

Another Unison member described 
going on strike for the first time as 
“amazing”. 

“I think people are definitely up for 
carrying on until we stop the privati-
sation,” Jason told Socialist Worker.

“We’ve had other unions and the 
public supporting us.”

Solidarity
The Unison and Unite members do 
some of the physically hardest jobs 
in the hospital for the poorest pay. 
“We’re the lowest paid—but we’ve 
turned out,” one Unison member 
Geraldine told Socialist Worker. “We 
can’t afford to go on strike, but we 
are here.”

Solidarity has poured into the dis-
pute from trade unionists and Labour 
members locally and across Britain. 
Unison health and local government 
branches across Greater Manchester 
sent messages of support.

And RMT union members on 
Northern rail, who struck over safety 
on the second day of the hospital 
walkout, pledged their solidarity.

“So many people are coming 
together,” Unison member and first 
time striker Edward told Socialist 
Worker. “Management didn’t want 
it to happen, but we’ve had a lot of 

support from other staff members.
“We’ve got a lot of solidarity.”
He added, “It shows how much 

people don’t want the privatisation 
to go through. We want to stay in the 
NHS.”

Bosses tried every trick in the book 
to stop workers going ahead with the 
walkout. 

Unison member Decca told 
Socialist Worker, “They’ve been bul-
lying, sending us letters before we 
went on strike saying that it wouldn’t 
have an effect.

“Management said they feel they’ve 
already got a good relationship with 
us—but half of them don’t know who 
the hell we are.”

She explained that bosses were so 
spooked because “without us the hos-
pital wouldn’t run”. 

“There are porters, caterers, the 
switch boards, the rapid response,” 
she said. “The majority are here— 
I’ve not seen anyone cross the picket 
line.

“They’ve drafted in managers and 
staff from offices. That’s worrying 
because they haven’t got the same 
training as us.”

Geraldine agreed. “They were 
saying that they don’t care if we go on 
strike,” she said. “But those brought in 
won’t be qualified, they won’t have 
the training or safety checks.”

D
ESPITE hospital 
bosses’ bullying 
and intimidatory 
attitude, work-
ers weren’t put 
off from strik-

ing. Jason summed up the 
mood on the picket line when 
he said he was confident that 
“the managers won’t manage” 
to cover the work.

“We transfer  pat ients 
between wards, deliver all of 
their oxygen tanks, we do  
the catering and clean-
ing too—loads of stuff,” he 
added.

The wholly-owned subsidiar-
ies such as WLL Solutions are a 

BIGGEST STRIKE AGAINST NHS PRIVATISATION IN YEARS
Striking rail workers from Wigan 
brought solidarity (below) Picture:rMt

Andrew Foster—boss of 
Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh NHS 
Trust (bottom)

Bosses say they’ve 
a good relationship 
with us, but most 
don’t know who the 
hell we are’

‘‘ Labour’s support 
lifted the strikers—
but it’s right to 
fight now, not wait 
for an election 

‘‘ 

PICKET LINES in Wigan have been 
hundreds-strong
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM
‘Kill all the Gentlemen’— 
class struggle and change 
in the English countryside
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ 
Book launch with author 
Martin Empson
CARDIFF
The fight for trans liberation
Wed 13 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Little Man Coffee Company,
Bridge Street, CF10 2EE 
Pamphlet launch 
with Laura Miles
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
‘Kill all the Gentlemen’—
class struggle and change 
in the English countryside
Thu 14 Jun, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre,2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD 
Book launch with author 
Martin Empson
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A Rebel’s Guide to 
Martin Luther King
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ 
Book launch with 
author Yuri Prasad 

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 6 Jun, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Thu 7 Jun, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
Do we need violence to 
get real social change?
Wed 13 Jun, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
The population bomb myth
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St  
(off Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
The Irish border—caused 
by the British Empire
Thu 7 Jun, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
1968—the year the 
world caught fire
Thu 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF

BRISTOL
Trump, tariffs and trade wars
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay, 
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Italy—the far right returns
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St, 
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Marx@200—the 
revolutionary ideas 
of Karl Marx
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
COLCHESTER
1968—the fire last time 
Thu 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
1 Ventura Drive, 
CO1 2FG

EDINBURGH
Is there a new Cold War?
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
How can Palestine be free?
Sat 9 Jun, 2pm, 
Exeter Community Centre,
17 St. Davids Hill, 
EX4 3RG
HUDDERSFIELD
The rise of the far 
right in Europe
Wed 6 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, 
HD1 5JP
HULL
1968—the fire last time
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,104 
Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The Jamaican labour 
rebellion of 1938
Thu 7 Jun, 7pm, 
West Indian Community 
Centre,10 Laycock Pl,
LS7 3AJ
LIVERPOOL
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,L1 3BT
LONDON: HARINGEY
How can the working 
class change the world?
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
The rise of the new 
right in Europe
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT

LONDON: NEWHAM
After the referendum in 
Ireland—where now for the 
fight for abortion rights?
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Why we hate Mondays— 
Marxism and alienation
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road, 
E3 5AT
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
“Snowflake generation”— 
what do socialists say 
about free speech?
Wed 13 Jun, 7.30pm, 
William Morris Community 
Centre,6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST
Trump, fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush, 
W12 7DZ
LUTON
What causes gun 
and knife crime?
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood Crescent,
LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Is socialism possible?
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

MEDWAY
Marx@200—the 
revolutionary ideas 
of Karl Marx
Thu 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,ME4 4BP
NORWICH
1968—the year the 
world caught fire
Thu 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA
OXFORD
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
POOLE AND DORCHESTER
Can there ever be a just war?
Thu 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Dorford Centre,
2 Bridport Rd,
DT1 1RR
PORTSMOUTH
Should industries be 
renationalised?
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
How can a revolution 
end racism?
Thu 7 Jun, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre),S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Marx@200—the 
revolutionary ideas 
of Karl Marx
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Is Europe moving 
to the right?
Thu 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,SA2 0BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Socialists and Brexit— 
what do we say?
Wed 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,WV1 4HW

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
The rise of the new 
right in Europe
Sat 2 Jun 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,DT1 1XJ
Organised by Dorset Socialists
NATIONAL
Marxism 2018—a festival 
of socialist ideas
Thu 5 till Sun 8 July,  
central London. 
marxismfestival.org.uk 
Speakers include Ilan Pappe, 
Janet Alder, John Bellamy 
Foster and Ghada Karmi
Together Against Trump—
national demonstration
Fri 13 July,nationwide. 
Go to Together Against Trump: 
national demo on Facebook
Campaigning against 
academies—how 
to turn the tide 
Sat 16 June 
The Wesley Euston Hotel & 
Conference Centre 
81-103 Euston Street, 
London, NW1 2EZ
antiacademies.org.uk

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

One year on... 
How do we get justice after 
the Grenfell fire? 
CHESTERFIELD
Thu 7 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

GLASGOW
Thu 7 Jun, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City, 
G1 5QT

LONDON: CENTRAL
Thu 7 Jun, 6.15pm, 
Room 235 UCL Foster 
Court Building,
Malet Place,
 WC1E 6BT

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd  
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square), W2 1EP

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories that matter:  
socialistworker.co.uk

Get Whatsapp alerts from Socialist Worker
Download Whatsapp to your phone
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

Firefighters douse the remnants of the fire in Grenfell Tower  Picture: Guy Smallman
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Rage and hope on new album from Parquet Courts
MUSIC
WIDE AWAKE
By Parquet Courts 
Out now

UNTIL NOW this brilliant 
New York band’s most well-
known song was called, 
“Stoned and starving”. 

It’s a great song that 
kind of does what it says 
on the tin. 

I’ve long enjoyed their 
punky, surfy sound—they 
are a talented bunch.

But Parquet Courts’ 
new album Wide Awake 
knocked me sideways. 
This album strives to be 

up there with some of the 
best resistance music.

The opener Total 
Football announces that 
this is an album about 
fighting back. 

“We are conduits of 
clear electricity. Now 
you’re back on the pitch to 
take the apparatus apart.”

Later, “Only through 
those who stay awake 
can an institution be 
dismantled. It is dishonest, 
nay, a sin to stand for any 
anthem that attempts to 
drown out the roar of 
oppression.”

The second song, 
Violence, is a brilliant 

tribute to Gil Scott-Heron, 
but also bands such as 
Rage Against the Machine. 

Its lyrics are so strong 
that it’s almost like a 
missing verse from  
Scott-Heron’s The 
Revolution Will Not Be 
Televised.

It’s simultaneously 
about police violence and 
school shootings. 

It manages to scream 
Black Lives Matter without 
actually saying it. 

And the album carries 
on like that. 

Lead singer A Savage 
sounds at turns a bit like 
The Clash’s Joe Strummer 

and elsewhere Elvis 
Costello. And the album 
is laden with a sort of 
nostalgia for great music 
that’s gone before. Are 
we supposed to hear The 
Specials Ghost Town on 
Back to Earth? Probably.

The closing track 
Tenderness is probably 
my favourite for its joyful 
piano riffs and it just 
leaves you wanting more.

This album is a 
manifesto in the era 
of Trump. It’s exciting 
because it smells of the 
hope that things can 
change.
Alan Kenny

Sculptures explore links 
between nature and artist
Yorkshire Sculpture Park’s latest offerings are a poignant reminder of 
how we’re alienated from the natural world, says Esther Neslen
LOOKING OUT of the train window 
on my way to the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park, it was obvious 
how timely these exhibitions about 
nature are. 

Network Rail is under fire for lev-
elling thousands of trees near rail 
tracks—making sure no leaves reach 
the line so trains can run fast. 

A large campaign has forced 
Sheffield City Council to put on hold 
the felling of thousands of trees to 
fulfil a PFI privatisation contract. 

The brutal and short-sighted 
onslaught for profit is the backdrop 
of these shows.  

Sculptor Giuseppe Penone’s 
art is surprisingly intimate, given 
its scale and materials. The huge 
work, Matrice, stretches over three 
galleries.

It is a mature pine tree, cut down 
the middle and splayed open. The cut 
branches face down so it looks livid, 
like a giant centipede. 

The interior has been delicately 
carved to a particular ring of the 
trees growth, and a section is cast in 
bronze. 

You can see how hands have 
worked to form the interior of the 
mould, and these are the elements of 
Penone’s work—people, nature, time 
and touch. 

Rejecting
He began working in 1968 and was 
attached to the Arte Povera move-
ment, rejecting traditional ways of 
producing art. 

He lived in rural Piedmont in Italy 
among families that farmed their 
own produce to eat, not to sell.  

This experience gave Penone a 
more natural relationship to the land. 

His first and most exciting pieces 

are the Alpi Marittime series which 
he made in the woods around his 
childhood home.

It Will Continue to Grow Except at 
this Point is a steel cast of Penone’s 
hand attached to a young tree.

This was an act of remembering 
the experience of touching a living 
tree, but also a kind of throttling of 
the tree that grows around the cast. 

It’s unsettling, but also beautiful. 
In this piece the tree becomes like 
syrup flowing around a hand. It’s 
similar to what Penone talks about 
in his poetry—the idea of turning a 
solid into a liquid. 

Penone believes in a parity 
between the maker, the material and 
nature. This may seem idealistic, but 
I see it as a call for a life less alienated 
from nature. 

A separate exhibition—Common 
Ground—is a more engaged take on 
how we can hold on to our relation-
ship with the natural world. 

Set up in 1983, Common Ground 
is a charity which works with local 
communities and artists to celebrate 
the natural character and history of 
their neighbourhoods. 

They have hosted a superb range 
of work in every medium you can 
imagine.

It is strange to see the bronze trees 
of Penone next to the living wood-
land of Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 

But then, the whole landscape was 
fabricated by generations of wealthy 
landowners so it’s not entirely natu-
ral anyway. It’s free to visit now, and 
definitely worth a trip. 
Giuseppe Penone—a Tree in the Wood 
Until 28 April 2019. 
Common Ground Until 2 September 
Both at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
Free.  More details at ysp.org.uk MATRICE, 2015

Lead Singer A. Savage

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1 ‘Kill All the Gentlemen’
Martin Empson

2  Politics of the Mind— 
Marxism and Mental 
Distress  
Iain Ferguson

3  Towards a Gay  
Communism
Mario Mieli

4 A Party with Socialists 
in It—A History of the 
Labour Left
Simon Hannah

5 The Candidate
Alex Nunns

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

MUSIC
ON THE ROOF OF YOUR 
HOUSE, ALL ALONE
By Russ Chandler. 
Available from 
russchandlermusic.com

THIS IS a new collection of 
six songs from folk musician 
Russ Chandler.

With an eclectic choice of 
material and collaborators, 
Russ comes up with a very 
distinctive take on folk 
music. A forgotten music 
hall number from the 19th 
century is brought bang up 
to date in hipster Shoreditch.

There’s also a song by 
designer and radical William 
Morris, some swinging hits 
from the 1930s and a sad 
love song too.

It’s all driven by Russ’s 
innovative and driving banjo 
playing—backed up by some 
of the top names in folk. 

TELEVISION
FAUDA
Available at netflix.com

FAUDA IS a story of the 
Israeli occupation of 
Palestine—with almost all 
reference of the occupation 
brushed over.

It’s been lauded as an 
even-handed dramatisation 
of the occupation because it 
“humanises” Palestinians. 

Despite this, the 
Palestinians are shown as 
the baddies and the Israelis 
as the conflicted goodies.

The action follows 
undercover Israeli special 
forces operating in the 
Palestinian West Bank. 

They hunt down 
Palestinian “terrorists”. 

It’s yet another example 
of how the Israeli state is 
attempting to normalise 
its brutal occupation of 
Palestine through targeted 
cultural interventions.
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READ MORE
lLearning we are 
powerful 
by Dave Sewell 
Go to bit.ly/WePowerful

lPrison Notebooks 
by Antonio Gramsci  
Go to bit.ly/PrisonNotes

lStriking debates 
by Paul McGarr 
Go to bit.ly/strikesdebate

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

pass iv i ty .  But  cruc ia l ly , 
because it is based on exploi-
tation, resistance is inevitable. 
The question is what direction 
that resistance moves in.

That’s why every grum-
ble against the system should 
be pointed towards resist-
ance. Every protest should be 
pushed to be more militant. 
And every racist made afraid 
again is a step forward.

Every small strike should be 
fought to be a bigger strike and 
controlled by striking work-
ers. Linking up struggles and 
broadening them means that 
each new resistance doesn’t 
have to reinvent the wheel.

Blurred
The Russian revolutionary 
Lenin wrote, “Every strike 
reminds the capitalist that it is 
the workers and not they who 
are the real masters.”

Strikes project a blurred 
vision of workers’ power. With 
a big long strike the vision 
becomes clearer, and with 
more rank and file control the 
vision becomes clearer still.

There are more links in the 
chain between strikes and 
workers’ power.

But seeing the end of the 
chain as workers’ power shapes 
how you act. Workers taking 
power is meant to be taken 
literally. No group, including 
the Socialist Workers Party, 
can take power on behalf of 
workers.

The basic principle of revo-
lutionary socialism is socialism 
from below. The job of social-
ists is to fight to encourage 
that change. 

Everything that encourages 
our side’s confidence to resist 
should be encouraged, every-
thing that reduces that confi-
dence should be opposed.  

Even small victories are 
important. Everything that 
improves workers’ lives under 
capitalism, however small, is 
worth fighting for. But it is 
also how we learn that we are 
fit to change the word. 

The experience of victory 
can be repeated. The lesson of 
defeats can be learnt.

Marx argued that, “The 
alteration of men on a mass 
scale is necessary, an altera-
tion which can only take place 
in a practical movement, a 
revolution—the revolution 
is necessary, therefore, not 
only because the ruling class 
cannot be overthrown in any 
other way, but also because 
the class overthrowing it can 
only in a revolution succeed in 

ridding itself of all the muck 
of ages and become fitted to 
found society anew.” 

That is not a call to passivity  
but to activity. 

It is also a call for a revolu-
tionary political organisation 
to build resistance and fight 
for a socialist future.

Socialists must 
fight to increase 
the size and 
militancy of 
strikes and 
demonstrations 
 Pictures: Guy smallman

H
i s t o r i c a l l y 
l ow  l eve l s 
o f  s t r i kes , 
numbers on 
demonstra-
tions smaller 

than similar ones a year 
ago, and years of Tory 
austerity—it’s enough to 
get any socialist down. 

But at the same time 
the Labour Party is at its 
most left wing for a gen-
eration. Progressive poli-
tics have an audience and 
are passionately held by a 
significant section of the 
population. Socialist ideas 
are back as part of regular 
political debate.

The  I ta l ian  Marx i s t 
Antonio Gramsci argued 
that revolutionaries must 
stare reality in the face and 
find ways to push the class 
struggle forward. He bor-
rowed the phrase, “pessi-
mism of the intellect, opti-
mism of the will” to deal 
with the problem.

As a phrase it is a pow-
erful warning against wish-
ful thinking. And at the 
same time a cry against 
resignation. It proposes 
a determined, open-eyed 
engagement. 

Marx put it like this, “Men 
make their own history but 
they do not make it just as 
they please they do not make 
it under circumstances chosen 
by themselves.”

So  what ’ s  the  job  o f 
socialists?

Reflecting the mood around 
us shows that we are in touch, 
but it is never enough to just 
reflect.

Socialists should try and 
change the mood of the work-
ing class—not by being opti-
mistic when the class strug-
gle goes well and pessimistic 
when it goes badly.

Sometimes revolutionaries 
are accused of being too opti-
mistic. The argument runs, “I 
wish I could believe in revolu-
tion but it will never happen.” 
We’re also accused of being 
too pessimistic. “What do 
you mean a Labour govern-
ment would be like Syriza in 
Greece?”

Guillotine
Of course the temptation is 
to do one or the other. But it 
doesn’t work just to be opti-
mistic. Socialists can’t just 
charge at the police lines at 
the royal wedding and expect 
workers to set up a guillotine.

And it isn’t just impatient 
people who want to ignore 
the need for pessimism of the 
intellect. 

Most supporters of the 
Labour Party are perennial 
optimists of the intellect 
because they want to forget 
awkward facts. They want to 
forget the ways in which the 
system limits their actions.

But the other risk is to have 
no optimism. Saying that 
Labour has always been and 
will always be rubbish is not 
much of a guide to action.

T h i n g s  c h a n g e .  J o h n 

McDonnell last week said he 
would be on the picket lines 
of the PCS union. A state-
ment common for McDonnell 
but rare indeed for Labour 
shadow chancellors. When 
Diane Abbott  spoke out 
against the Tories’ “hostile 
environment” for migrants it 
stood out against the years of 
Labour bowing to racist myths 
and tropes.

There  were  soc ia l i s t s 
before the First World War 
who argued that, since the 

capitalist system was to blame, 
any changes that ameliorated 
the brutality of the system 
were irrelevant or even harm-
ful. That was pessimism of the 
will in the extreme.

So today’s limited resist-
ance to ten years of auster-
ity pushed by the Tories is 
no argument for not fighting. 
Noting that Labour has yet to 
promise to reverse the cuts 
is no reason not to welcome 
Labour onto a picket line.

Nor is it out of place to 

have real concern about what 
Labour’s terror of being seen 
as too soft on migrants or 
crime will mean when they 
are office.

Labour isn’t a substitute for 
the real lack of picket lines 
in general, and specifically a 
shortage of picket lines being 
used to shut down workplaces. 
That’s what strikes are for—
workers smashing the bosses’ 
profits. If the workplace is still 
functioning the strike’s effec-
tiveness is limited.

T
HE SHIFT left-
wards at the top 
o f  t he  Labour 
Party reflects the 
strength of left 
wing ideas. But it 

is also a reflection of peo-
ple’s lack of confidence in 
their own ability to change 
the world.

The idea that if we can 
get Corbyn in it will be OK is 
understandable, but it encour-
ages passivity.

In the case of the union 
leaders, who initially opposed 
Corbyn, this passivity is a 
blessing. They rely on enough 
members to pay their inflated 
wages and allow them to 
negotiate with the bosses. 

They are deeply hostile 
to workers’ self-activity as it 
undermines their hold over 

the union structures and posi-
tion. If the rank and file can 
decide the outcome of the 
strike who needs the union 
apparatus?

The bureaucracy has tradi-
tionally argued for waiting for 
a Labour government rather 
than resisting. And when 
Labour is in office, it argues 
for inaction to stop rocking 
the boat in case Labour loses 
an election.

This  formula is  being 
repeated currently. Of course 
for the bureaucracy the motions 
must be gone through—such 
as the TUC demo earlier this 
month. It managed to be about 
everything and nothing and did 
not attract anywhere near the 
potential numbers of people 
hurt by the current crisis. 

Emancipate
But the reasons for  passivity 
a r e  d e e p e r  t h a n  L e n 
McCluskey’s ego or even his 
class position. As well as writ-
ing that workers had to eman-
cipate themselves Marx also 
wrote that “the ideas of the 
ruling class are in every epoch 
the ruling ideas.” 

He didn’t just mean that 
the ruling class engage in the 
succession of tricks—rather 
that from cradle to grave, the 
ruling class fights for its inter-
pretation of experience.

As part of that Marx wrote, 
“Social relations between men 
themselves assume here for 
them the fantastic form of a 
relationship between things.” 
Capitalism tries to hide its 
exploitation and oppression. 
And it always employs men 
with big sticks to enforce that 
vision if hiding it doesn’t work. 

Capi ta l i sm encourages 

STARING 
REALITY IN 
THE FACE
The working class movement is not in rude health. But, argues 
Simon Basketter, change can happen quickly. Socialists must 
be ready when it does and start organising now

The ideas of 
the ruling class 
are in every 
epoch the 
ruling ideas 

‘‘ 
Antonio Gramsci

The TUC’s recent demonstration was smaller than it should have been. Marxists must understand why and fight to change it

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Left candidate leads polls 
ahead of Mexico election

Alistair Farrow looks 
at why the US foreign 
office and Mexican 
ruling class are getting 
nervous ahead of the 
upcoming vote

ELECTIONS SET to take place 
in Mexico on 1 July could 
deliver a left wing president 
in the shape of Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador. 

While the presidential 
election battle rages, 
other federal and regional 
elections are happening—
almost 4,000 posts in total. 

Lopez Obrador is running 
for the Together We Will 
Make History coalition. 

He has campaigned 
for an end to corruption 
and has vowed to take 
on Donald Trump. 

He has promised 
to reinvigorate state 
ownership and agricultural 
self-sufficiency. 

And he’s even mates 
with Jeremy Corbyn. So 
what’s the problem?

As election day draws closer 
the ruling class in Mexico, 
the US and across the world 
are becoming more nervous.

Some polls put Lopez 
Obrador 22 percent ahead. 
Behind him is Ricardo Anaya 
Cortes, who is from an 
electoral coalition of both 
left and right wing parties. 

Polling third is the 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI) candidate, right 
wingers who were in office 
between 1929 and 2000. 

Contested
Lopez Obrador won the 
Mexico City mayoral 
elections in 2000—and 
narrowly lost the 2006 
presidential elections. 

The ruling class could go 
as far as assassination to get 
rid of him. It has done so 
before with other politicians. 

For instance, during the 
1994 elections a presidential 
hopeful was assassinated 
at a campaign rally. 

Luis Donaldo Colosio was 
a right wing candidate from 
the PRI who began talking 
left during the campaign.

There are other similar 
examples and candidates have 
already been killed during 

this election.  So far 36 have 
been murdered, making it the 
bloodiest in recent memory. 

Certainly some of the 
killings are business as usual 
in Mexico as different factions 
of regional ruling classes and 
gangsters fight for control. 

Some 42 percent of 
the 127 million-strong 
population in Mexico live 
below the poverty line.

Lopez Obrador’s message 
of tackling corruption, and 
renationalisation, is a beacon 
of hope for ordinary people. 

But despite its brutal 

record, the Mexican ruling 
class may not need to have 
Lopez Obrador killed. 

In April the Wall Street 
Journal newspaper reported 
that Lopez Obrador was 
planning to sign up to 
a renegotiated North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement (Nafta).

Nafta has long been an 
instrument of US imperialism.

Lopez Obrador has a history 
of brokering deals with the 
bosses—as mayor of Mexico 
City he did deals with bankers. 

The value of the peso has 
fallen dramatically as bosses 
begin to threaten to take their 
money out of the country 
if Lopez Obrador wins. 

He is under incredible 
pressure to compromise with 
the Mexican ruling class and 
the US foreign policy elite. 

The US mainstream 
media has begun its 
campaign to discredit him. 

The New York Times 
newspaper has hinted 
that Russian interference 
could render the 
election illegitimate. 

The rest of the mainstream 
US press has called for the US 
ruling class to take the threat 
of Lopez Obrador seriously. 

It may well be the case 
that killing a figurehead as 
well-known and respected 
as Lopez Obrador would 
incite people to rise up. 

The same could be said of 
a rigged election. Economic 
strangulation may be the best 
tactic for the ruling class.  

The only way for Lopez 
Obrador to avoid compromise 
with the forces that have 
ravaged Mexico is to appeal 
to the working class.

LOPEZ OBRADOR is leading in the polls 

BACK STORY
Mexico has suffered as a 
result of US intervention
lMexico underwent 
powerful revolts against 
neoliberalism in the 1990s
lThe 1994 Nafta free trade 
agreement has had a big 
impact on ordinary people
lTight border controls 
mean many Mexicans can’t 
cross to the US
lNafta has also meant 
privatisation and cuts to 
services 

The value of the 
peso has fallen 
as bosses 
threaten to 
take their cash

‘‘ 

ANALYSIS
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 Storm over student mental health crisis 
by FRAN HARBICH

HUNDREDS OF students 
joined a March for Mental 
Health in Bristol last Friday 
demanding that the uni-
versity improves its mental 
health services.

Around 600 people joined 
the protest, called in response 
to recent student deaths. 

Ten students at universities 
in Bristol have died by suicide 
in just over 18 months.

The protest demanded 
more mental health training 
for university staff and per-
sonal tutors.

It also wanted a clear plan 
for how the university’s new 
wellbeing and residential 
advisers will develop rela-
tionships with students.

And it called on the univer-
sity to invest in mental health 
services and reduce waiting 
times.

Objected
Students  objected last 
year when the university 
announced plans to get rid 
of wardens in halls of resi-
dences. 

These are older students 
who live in halls to give pas-

toral support in return for 
reduced rent. 

There is also controversy 
over the counselling services 
the university provides to stu-
dents. 

The university l imits 
these to four one-hour ses-
sions. Protesters said this 

just isn’t enough. The pro-
test was organised by a group 
of Bristol university students 
through a  Facebook group 
and by leafletting and poster-
ing on campus and around 
student halls.

Protest organiser Ruth told 
Socialist Worker, “We are 

having this march because 
we believe the services at this 
university don’t adequately 
support students. 

“We want to create a safe 
space where staff and stu-
dents can come together, 
discuss what needs to 
be changed and push  

m a n a g e m e n t  o n  o u r 
demands. 

“We’re not going to rest 
until our demands are met.” 

The causes of mental dis-
tress are varied and complex. 
But protest organisers said 
mental health problems were 
growing among students and 

can be made worse by pres-
sure to get good grades to jus-
tify paying high tuition fees.

Students can also be 
stressed about having to 
graduate with massive debts 
into a labour market that 
seems stacked against them.

Pressure
A lot of the pressure on new 
students also comes from 
being away from home. 

Many protesters told sto-
ries of people who felt alone 
but didn’t have support from 
the university. 

Some told of how mental 
health services had helped 
them to get through their 
own struggles and wanted to 
make sure those services stay 
available for others. 

Others said they had come 
to show support for people 
they knew who had troubles 
with mental distress.

One protester told Socialist 
Worker, “I lost my friend last 
year at university so I’m here 
in solidarity for those that 
aren’t here to march.”

The protest’s organis-
ers finished by saying they 
were glad to have made their 
voices heard—and promised 
to keep campaigning.

PROTESTING IN Bristol last week. Mental health services are a crucial issue at many colleges Picture: Simon Doyle
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BACKGROUNDCHECK

 The war on  
 sugar lets
 food firms  
 off the hook
A Tory plan to cut sugar in food is 
failing—and it doesn’t tackle the 
real problems, says Sarah Bates

IT LOOKS like the food 
industry is winning the first 

battle in the war over sugar in 
food. 

The first results are out for Public 
Health England’s (PHE) “health 
by stealth” sugar reduction strat-
egy. And it’s not nearly as success-
ful as it had hoped for.

PHE’s goal is to reduce sugar in 
food by 20 percent by 2020, with a 
5 percent cut in the first year. Yet 
in the first year, the reduction was 
just 2 percent.

PHE is asking food manufacturers 
to sell food with less sugar, along-
side encouraging cafes and restau-
rants to cut the amount of sugar in 
food portions. 

But in its first assessment PHE 
admitted, “Sugar levels are gener-
ally the same across all sectors.” 

And 12 percent of products from 
the top 20 brands responsible for 
the most sugar sales showed a rise 
in sugar levels.

PHE said companies should 
reduce sugar by changing recipes, 
cutting portion sizes or encouraging 
people to buy no-sugar products.

Food bosses have jumped on the 
opportunity to make a smaller prod-
uct, while increasing the price.

Former Labour health minister 
Ben Bradshaw blasted last week’s 
report.

Disappointing
“This is extremely disappointing 
and reinforces the need for a much 
stronger anti-obesity strategy from 
the government,” he said.

“The food and advertising indus-
try are still in denial about this 
major public health crisis and their 
role in it.”

But food industry bosses are not 
unaware of the damage high levels 
of sugar can have on health. They’re 
simply able to ignore it.

Under current rules, PHE is 
asking companies to make changes 
voluntarily—with no penalties if 
they don’t. More direct is the next 
phase of the sugar reduction strat-
egy—the controversial “sugar tax” 
imposed on soft drinks from April 

this year.
Drinks containing lots of sugar 

pay a levy of either 18p or 24p per 
litre. But manufacturers can simply 
pass that cost onto the consumer. 

Earlier this year Coca-Cola 
announced plans to downsize a 
1.75 litre bottle to 1.5 litre and put 
the price up by 20p.

The report’s findings come as 
healthcare experts warn about 
rising levels of obesity and the effect 
on the NHS.

University College London looked 
at population data and obesity. 

Lead researcher Alan Moses said 
Britain is “undergoing a rising trend 
for both obesity and diabetes and it 
is unsustainable for patients and the 
healthcare system”.

But making certain foods more 
expensive for working class people 
does not address more fundamental 
questions about diet (see right).

People don’t need moralising 
lectures or more expensive food—
they need support in living health-
ier lives.

BACK STORY
Public Health England wants 
food to have less sugar in it
lBut it has only asked food 
manufacturers to cut sugar in 
food—not ordered them to do so
lFirms have grabbed the chance 
to cut costs by making products 
smaller, and put up prices
lThe strategy is based on a 
patronising view that blames 
ordinary people for poor health
lIn reality class society breeds 
poor health and makes it much 
easier for the rich to be healthy

EAT JUNK food to be happy say the adverts, while some talk up their ‘fruit’ content to appear healthier

 Don’t blame ordinary people for poor  
 health, blame Tories and their system

THE SUGAR tax is based on 
deeply paternalistic ideas 

about working class people.
Some sugar tax advocates are 

well-meaning. They insist that 
good health is simply a matter of 
educating everyone to stop making 
poor dietary choices. 

But talk of “choice” and 
“lifestyle” ignores the fact that 
health is largely shaped by class.

A baby born in one of the richest 
areas in Britain will outlive one 
born in one of the poorest by eight 
years.

It’s much easier for richer people 
to buy fresh, organic and locally 
sourced food if they wish because 
they have more money and time. 

Everyone should have access to 
good food. But punitive taxes are 
not the answer.

Obese
Poorer people are the most likely 
to be obese, but not because 
they are too lazy or too stupid to 
understand healthy eating. 

It’s partly because they are 
bombarded with advertising 
encouraging them to buy pre-
prepared foods with high levels of 
salt, fat and little nutritional value.

People in low-paid jobs don’t 

always have the money to make 
“choices” about what to eat.

And with food bank usage up 
by 13 percent since last year, for 
some it is simply a case of getting 
enough to eat.

But politicians and celebrity 
chefs focus on legislative changes 
that hinge on assumptions about 
working class people.

Last month Nicola Sturgeon, 
Scotland’s first minister, met 
celebrity chef and multi-millionaire 
Jamie Oliver to discuss childhood 
obesity.

Sturgeon committed to ending 
supermarket junk food promotions 
such as two for one pizza deals.

This strategy hinges on the idea 
that bad food should be more 
expensive so that poor people are 
forced to eat less of it.

Rather than encourage healthy 
eating, Sturgeon, Oliver and others 
want to price people into a diet of 
their choosing.

Healthy, nutritious food should 
be made cheaper. But health is 
more than just a matter of being 
able to afford or access healthy 
food.

Health is affected by how 
society is set up.

For instance, many ordinary 

people can’t spare the time or cash 
to join exercise classes or gyms.

The Tories’ plans to roll out 
Universal Credit across England 
will snatch free school meals from 
a million children.

Their handwringing over 
children’s dietary health is rank 
hypocrisy.

Slashed
The Tories have cut health care, 
slashed jobs and frozen public 
sector pay. All these things make 
it harder for ordinary people to be 
healthy.

The world is structured so 
that people feel powerless and 
alienated. One of the impacts is 
that people behave in ways that 
can harm their health.

Some people turn to junk food 
as a comfort or a “treat”.

It’s not surprising when we are 
surrounded by cheap takeaways 
and adverts claiming junk food will 
make us happier (see picture).

Looking to the Tories to take 
action about working class people’s 
health leads to punitive measures. 

We need to fight the Tories 
and for a world where ordinary 
people have a say in how society is 
organised.
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IN BRIEF 

Battle continues for 
Northern rail safety
WORKERS ON Northern Rail 
walked out for 24 hours on 
Thursday and Saturday of last 
week in their ongoing dispute 
about rail safety.

The RMT union members 
are fighting the imposition of 
driver only operated (DOO) 
trains. 

They say DOO makes 
train travel unsafe and 
inaccessible. 

Strike vote wins 
£80 a week at bank 
CLEANERS AT the Bank of 
New York in Canary Wharf, 
London, have won the London 
Living Wage of £10.20 an hour. 

The announcement came 
within 30 hours of workers, 
members of the United Voices 
of the World union, threatening 
to strike. 

The increase amounts to 
£4,000 a year for workers and 
will be paid from June.  

Anger at King’s Lynn 
NHS car parking fees 
NHS WORKERS at The Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, King’s 
Lynn, protested over car 
parking charges on Tuesday.

Many of the 3,000 staff at 
the hospital face a doubling 
of the charges by April 2020. 

Public transport in rural 
Norfolk is scarce, especially 
for those working nights, 
weekends and bank holidays.  

Mark Robinson is the Unite 
union lead officer for health 
in East Anglia. “The proposed 
increases would effectively 
wipe out any benefit from the 
3 percent pay offer for NHS 
staff presently being voted on 
by health union members,” he 
said. 

Picturehouse staff 
get ready to strike
PICTUREHOUSE cinema 
chain workers were set to 
strike from Thursday until 
Saturday this week as part of 
their long-running dispute. 

Their demands include 
the London Living Wage of 
£10.20 an hour, sick pay and 
maternity pay, as well as 
union recognition. They are 
part of the Bectu arm of the 
Prospect trade union.

They are targeting the 
Sundance film festival, due 
to be held at Picturehouse 
Central. Workers planned to  
protest outside the opening 
gala on Thursday. 
lFor more information go to 
bit.ly/PicHouse

The BBC pay offer  
is a repeat of cuts 
WORKERS AT the BBC are 
voting on a pay deal. 

The deal includes increases  
of 2 percent for 2018 and  
2.5 percent for 2019. That’s 
below the RPI rate of inflation 
and therefore effectively a 
pay cut.

Sick pay is improving, but 
that’s not enough. 

Workers should vote no.

 More sites strike after 
  TGI Fridays seizes tips
by ALISTAIR  FARROW

WORKERS AT four TGI Fridays 
stores struck on Friday of last 
week in their dispute over tips 
and pay. 

The restaurants involved 
were in Milton Keynes, London 
Covent Garden, Trafford 
Centre in Manchester and 
London Piccadilly. The latter 
two were out for the first time 
as part of the dispute. 

Workers were set to walk 
out again on Friday at the four 
stores. The action is over the 
transfer of 40 percent of tips 
from waiters to kitchen workers. 

Workers were given just  
48 hours notice of the change. 

Precedent
“If they get away with this it 
sets a precedent for the rest of 
the hospitality industry,” Sally 
from the London Piccadilly 
branch told Socialist Worker.

TGI Fridays was sold to 
private equity firm Equita for 
£225 million four years ago. 

Since then wages for kitchen 
workers have stagnated while 
rises in the national minimum 
wage meant waiters’ pay rose. 

Management brought in 
the 40 percent tips robbery 
to offset that stagnation. 

Sally said it’s put waiters in a 
situation where “people can’t 
afford to travel to work.” 

“One woman lost £80 in two 
shifts,” Sally said. “We can’t 
afford to take that kind of hit.” 

Workers are clear that they 
want the dispute to be about 
more than just tips. 

Their Unite union says the 
dispute is about fair pay as 
well as tips, but has yet to 
ballot workers over wages. 

The strike at the Trafford 
Centre was particularly 
successful. According to one 

worker, “We only served two 
customers on the morning shift 
and all of the workers on the 
afternoon shift were out on 
strike.” 

Sally described how before 
the tip changes, relations 
between the front and back of 
house “had been good” at the 
Piccadilly branch. Afterwards 
they “deteriorated quickly.”

It is not too late to ballot 
all workers over demands 
including a minimum wage 
of £10 an hour and an equal 
share of tips.

AROUND 30 workers at Bridgman IBC in Hartlepool struck over pay last Friday and planned 
to strike again this Tuesday. The company, which manufactures specialised doors, offered 
workers a 3.4 percent increase this year. But the GMB union said this is not extra money 
because bosses are stopping bonuses                                           Picture: GMB NortherN reGioN

MANUFACTURING WORKERS

  Pride is a celebration—
but can also be a protest
TENS OF thousands of 
people took part in the 
Birmingham Pride LGBT+ 
march and festival last 
weekend.

Huge crowds marched 
from Victoria Square to the 
city’s Gay Village in Hurst 
Street, marking one of the 
first Prides of 2018. 

A sense of freedom 
reigned in the streets as 
people marched. 

Pride marches have 
radical origins as part of the 
Gay Liberation Movement 
in the 1970s that fought 
oppression. 

While real gains have been 
made, LGBT+ people still 
face discrimination in Britain 
and still live in a capitalist 
society that represses and 
distorts people’s sexuality.

But there are attempts to 
remove politics from Pride. 

In Birmingham the trade 

union bloc was big, lively 
and young, but was pushed 
to the back by organisers. 

And in Sheffield, Pride 
organisers said they would 
not accept “any applications 
by political groups” because 
it was a “celebration march 
not a protest”. 

They said “offensive 
placards” would not be 
allowed, but didn’t specify 
what this meant. 

The Sheffield organisers’ 
decision caused outrage from 
LGBT+ activists online. 

Many go to Pride as a 
celebration—but using that 
to push out politics is a 
cover for a more corporate 
message. 

As more Pride marches 
approach, activists can 
organise for big, political 
blocs to make the link 
between its radical roots and 
fighting for liberation today.  

RESTAURANT WORKERS

STRIKING IN Manchester                               Picture: toNy harPer                                                      

BIRMINGHAM PRIDE

FIREFIGHTERS

 West Midlands fire fight
FIREFIGHTERS IN the West 
Midlands were set to finish 
a strike ballot on Tuesday of 
this week. 

Their Labour-led fire 
authority is trying to force 
through fundamental 
changes that could make 
their jobs far worse.

West Midlands Fire 
Service—overseen by 
councillors on the Labour-
controlled West Midlands 
Fire Authority—has 
introduced contracts that 
could make new firefighters 
take on extra duties.

Firefighters on these 
new contracts could end 

up having to do work well 
outside their normal job 
roles. This would potentially 
take them away from  
front-line emergency work.

Members of the FBU 
union could strike to get the 
contracts withdrawn. 

FBU West Midlands chair 
Andrew Scattergood said 
the contracts would create a 
“two-tier workforce”. 

“If we don’t fight them 
now we’ll end up in a 
position where people on 
these new contracts will 
begin to outnumber people 
on the old contracts,” he 
said.

CARE WORKERS LUTON AIRPORT

TRANSPORT WORKERS

 Care workers  back walkout against pay cut 
AROUND 120 care workers 
in the Bath and North 
East Somerset area have 
overwhelmingly voted for 
strikes over pay.

The Unison union 
members work across seven 
care homes run by Sirona 
Care and Health. 

Bosses threatened 
to forcibly dismiss and 
reemploy the mainly women 

workers in order to push 
through longer shifts and 
unpaid breaks.

This follows the local Tory 
council cutting the amount 
of money it gives Sirona to 
manage the service.

 It used to be publicly run 
by the local authority.  

The already low paid 
staff—many earning only just 
above minimum wage—have 

had enough. A lively lobby of 
the council cabinet meeting 
on 14 May attracted a wide 
range of support ,

Members of Bath trades 
council and Unison members 
at the council, university and 
hospital turned out. 

Protesters demanded 
the council fund the service 
properly and the attacks 
from Sirona must stop.

WORKERS EMPLOYED 
by Clece Care Services, 
which provides transport 
assistance at Luton airport 
to passengers with reduced 
mobility, struck on Monday 
and Tuesday.

They are in the Unite 
union and are fighting over 
zero hours contracts and pay.

Other strikes at the 
airport were postponed.

Five groups of workers 
were due to begin strikes.
Four of these will now 
consider improved pay offers. 

Baggage handlers 
employed by Menzies 
Aviation were to strike over 
the bank holiday weekend. 
They’ve been offered a 
new deal, which Unite 
recommends accepting.

Air operations staff, 
firefighters and security 
guards were also due to 
walk out, but received a new 
offer. Unite is not giving a 
recommendation on the deal. 

The threat of strikes won 
new deals, a united week of 
action could have won more. 

BUS WORKERS in 
Manchester have voted to 
accept an offer to bring their 
dispute to an end. 

Unite union members 
at the First Manchester 
Rusholme bus depot struck 
between October and March. 

They were fighting for 
pay parity as they were paid 
£4,500 less than drivers 
at other First Manchester 
depots.

They won a demand of an 

hourly pay rate of £10.50—
which is a rise of £1.45. 

But striker Robert said 
pay parity is still “more of a 
promise than a guarantee”. 

“We’re hoping to get pay 
parity with Queens Road by 
2020—£12.30 an hour,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

He added,“We’ll be back 
out in 2019 if we don’t get 
parity. I think they’ll go 
back on the deal, but we’re 
already preparing for that.”
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UCU UNION

 Congress to reflect  
 a transformed union
by LESLEY McGORRIGAN,  
UCU national executive committee 
member

THE UNIVERSITY and 
College Union (UCU) will 
hold its annual congress in 
Manchester this week. 

This year has been the 
most significant in UCU’s 
history. 

Members in the higher 
education (HE) sector have 
been transformed by the 
dynamic 14-day USS pen-
sion strike.

The action stopped the 
imposition of a defined ben-
efit pension scheme.  

This momentous action 
has helped to inspire mem-
bers in the further education 
(FE) sector where strikes are 
now underway in various col-
leges over pay and job cuts.

Threat
And they are starting to 
win. Bradford College UCU’s 
recent threat of a strike 
fought off 71 compulsory 
redundancies.

Sandwell College’s strike 
in Birmingham won a pay 
rise that beat the bosses’ rec-
ommended 1 percent. 

This tide of activism has 
resulted in thousands of new 
members for UCU. 

People want to join a 
union when it takes serious 
action and wins victories. 

Many activists know we 
could have won further guar-
antees for the HE pensions if 
the left had greater influence 
within our elected leadership 
bodies.

The union general secre-
tary Sally Hunt did not use 
her access to resources to 

campaign for members to 
continue the strikes. 

The optimism of the 
strikes has fed into the con-
gress agenda which contains 
motions pushing for more 
democracy, transparency and 
member-led structures. 

We need to tackle the 

marketisation, pay ero-
sion, casualisation and 
discrimination.

This sort of change is cru-
cial if we are to fight back 
against everything that 
blights working life and 
students’ education in our 
universities and colleges.

SCHOOLS

Rally and a strike ballot to 
fight huge budget cuts 
AROUND 80 staff and 
parents rallied against 
cuts outside Langdon Park 
school in Tower Hamlets, 
east London, last Thursday.

The rally came as the 
NEU union launched a 
formal strike ballot in the 
face of a huge £800,000 
cuts package. 

This threatens nine 
teachers’ jobs, nine support 
staff jobs, pay cuts and 
increased workload. 

Most importantly it will 
have a devastating impact 
on the education of children 
in one of the most deprived 
communities in Britain.

Workers in the NEU 
and Unison unions have 
overwhelmingly backed 
action over the cuts in 

indicative ballots. 
The cuts amount to  

10 percent of the school’s 
budget. They are driven by 
government funding cuts 
and by a school deficit.

The proposed 
restructuring seeks to end 
the £400,000 deficit over 
four years and build up a 
£400,000 surplus. 

The council could tell the 
school that this surplus is 
not needed. 

It could also reschedule 
payments the school is 
making on outstanding 
loans to the borough.

We hope to be in 
a position to move to 
significant strikes if that is 
needed.
Paul McGarr

REDUNDANCIES

Job cuts halted
A RESTRUCTURE at Park 
View school in Haringey, 
north London, threatened 
pay cuts and redundancies 
among support staff.

Unison union members 
were fairly unorganised 
with no rep at the 
beginning of the dispute. 

But after Unison members 
called a meeting and elected 
a rep, all the proposed pay 
cuts were reversed, as were 
some of the redundancies.

Two staff still faced 
compulsory redundancy. 

After a large meeting 
organised by Unison and 
the NEU union, Unison 
members voted for an 
indicative ballot for strikes. 

Both redundancies 
were reversed before 
the ballot closed.

There are still some issues 
with the reorganisation, 
but it’s a clear victory.

STRIKES HAVE energised the union Picture: Guy Smallman

BARNSLEY

Academy strike off
STAFF AT St Helen’s Primary 
Academy, Barnsley have 
postponed their next round 
of strikes. 

The employer, Academies 
Enterprise Trust (AET) 
has finally responded to 
proposals put to them. 

AET have now agreed that 
an inquiry will take place 
that will be carried out by 
conciliation service Acas 
with staff giving their reports 
anonymously. 

Parents are also worried 
the AET is failing their 
children.

Staff are overjoyed that 
the combined strikes of 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff has forced AET to make 
this move. 

But they are wary of how 
this will be carried out and so 
action is only suspended for 
the time being.
George Arthur

EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS

Uber agrees to sick pay, 
but on its own terms
TAXI FIRM Uber has 
announced it will introduce 
sick pay and maternity 
pay for its drivers.

The problem is that drivers 
will pay for it out of their own 
pockets. Sick pay will also be 
severely limited and drivers 
have to complete a certain 
amount of trips before they are 
eligible.

The money will come from 
the fee Uber takes from drivers 
as a “commission”, not from 
the firm itself. 

Sick pay is to be capped at 
£1,125 for drivers. 

The firm said it would give 
drivers “peace of mind while 
preserving the flexibility they 
value”.

The move comes as Uber 
tries to get back its licence to 
operate in London. Transport 
for London (TfL) decided not 
to renew the firm’s licence last 
September. 

Mayor of London Sadiq 
Khan has made positive noises 
about Uber since its former 
CEO Travis Kalinick left. 

Uber’s licence was not 
renewed after TfL found it 
unfit to run a taxi service. 

Little has changed since 
then, other than new CEO 
Dara Khosrowshahi’s promise 
for the firm to be “a better 
listener.”

The firm is getting rid of 
diesel cars as part of its drive 
to sanitise its image in Britain.

The cost of this is likely 
to be passed onto workers as 
well.

It’s a scandal that the firm 
can pick and choose which 
rights workers can have. 

Full employee rights are 
denied to Uber drivers. These 
include guarantees of the 
minimum wage and holiday 
pay. 

James Farrar is from the 
United Private Hire Drivers 
section of the IWGB union. 

He said “Sadly, this is once 
again a case of tinkering 
around the edges for a quick 
PR win, rather than dealing 
with the issue at hand.” 
Alistair Farrow 

UNIVERSITIES

Fighting the outsourcers
WORKERS AT the University 
of London (UoL) are set 
to walk out on 6 June as 
part of their fight to be 
taken back in house by the 
university. Currently they 
are employed by Cordiant.

They are members of the 
Independent Workers of Great 
Britain (IWGB) union. 

The university last week 
announced that it will bring 
services in house “where there 
is an opportunity and clear 
rationale”. 

Next Wednesday’s 
strike of some 130 workers 
will go ahead despite the 
management’s climbdown.

“Putting us in this limbo 
is completely unacceptable,” 
said UoL cleaner Margarita 
Cunalata. “We will continue 
fighting until we are made 
direct employees and treated 
with the dignity we deserve.”

The strike comes as the 

union pursues a legal case in 
an attempt to force UoL—the 
workers’ “de facto” employer—
to directly negotiate with them 
over pay and conditions. 

IWGB general secretary 
Jason Moyer-Lee said, 
“Today’s announcement 
demonstrates that collective 
action and pressure works.  
Until the University of London 
announces the termination of 
all outsourcing on a reasonable 
timescale, IWGB will continue 
to campaign.”

HATS OFF

HUNDREDS ATTENDED The Hats Off Forward Together 
event in Bradford marked the 110th anniversary of a suffrage 
rally at Shipley Glen .                                       Picture: neil terry

UoL workers striking in April
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More online
FLA outnumbered in  
Manchester bit.ly/FLAmanc

 NO TO FAR RIGHT  
 IN MANCHESTER 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

ANTI-RACISTS plan to pro-
test against the Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance 
(DFLA) in Manchester on 
Saturday. 

The DFLA is trying to whip 
up hatred against Muslims 
on the one-year anniversary 
of the Manchester Arena 
bombing.     

The coalition of social-
ists, trade unionists and 
others that outnumbered a 
Manchester march by the 
Football Lads Alliance ear-
lier this month has come 
together again.

Nahella Ashraf from Stand 
Up To Racism Manchester 
said activists had to “redou-
ble our efforts” to take on 
the larger threat of the 
DFLA.

“Only then can we be sure 
that we’ve turned the tide 
against the racism of the FLA 
and DFLA,” she said. 

The anti-racist’s support-
ers include Labour MPs Kate 
Green, Andrew Gwynne and 
Barbara Keeley, and MEPs 
Julie Ward and Wajid Khan. 
The leader of Labour-run 
Manchester City Council 

Richard Leese and dozens of 
national and regional unions 
also back it. 

And Dan Hett, the brother 
of one of the people who died 
in the Manchester attack, has 

come out against the far right 
march.

Dan previously slammed 
the groups for “shamelessly 
hijacking the anniversary of 
the attacks to peddle their 

racist, Islamophobic views”. 
The DFLA’s march will be a 

rallying point for every racist, 
bigot and Nazi. They see it as 
an opportunity to regroup the 
forces of the British far right.

This threat was underlined 
after hundreds marched in  
central London in support 
of fascist poster-boy Tommy 
Robinson last Sunday.

They are enraged that 

Robinson was arrested and 
given a 13-month prison sen-
tence after filming outside 
Leeds court last Friday. 

His aim was to use a child 
sexual exploitation trial to 
push the lie that abuse is spe-
cific to Muslim men.

The march to “Free 
Tommy” brought together 
Nazis, racists and some 
young people who identify 
with Donald Trump and the 
US alt right. 

It was called by far right 
blogger Vinnie Sullivan who 
rails against the “threat of 
anarcho-communism”.

Ukip leader Gerrard Batten 
spoke to a section of the 
march at a rally.

The DFLA is acting as a 
bridge between Nazis and 
Ukip.

The whole of the left must 
take the threat of the DFLA 
seriously. 

That means building a 
movement that mobilises 
against it and takes on the 
racism from politicians and 
the press that fuels it.

PART OF a Football Lads Alliance protest in London last October  Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

REFUGEES

 Campaigners say ‘the border kills’ after Belgian cops shoot two year old
REFUGEE support 
organisations in northern 
France have slammed the 
Belgian, British and French 
governments after a two 
year old refugee was shot 
in the face on 17 May. 

Iraqi-Kurd Mawda 
Shawri died after Belgian 
police opened fire on a 
van that was carrying 
30 people, including her 
family. Cops surrounded 
the van in a 40-minute 
standoff and then 
arrested those inside.

They are thought 
to have been trying 
to get to Britain. 

Belgian authorities 
tried to deny that they 
were responsible, saying 

Mawda could have 
died from illness or a 
blow to the head. 

“The little girl did 
not die as a result of 
police gunfire,” said 
the prosecutor.

Then the authorities 
admitted the two year 
old was shot in the face. 

Mawda’s family had 
previously been deported 
from Britain. The refugee 
support organisations’ 
statement released last 
week said that those 
responsible are “smugglers 
and the Belgian forces 
of law and order”.

It added, “But it would 
be too easy to settle for 
just those. That would 

be to forget that the 
border itself kills, because 
it is a violent place 
and our governments 
are responsible.”

And they vowed to 
fight for immigration 
laws with refugee 
rights at their heart. 

The racist immigration 
policies of the Tories 
and French president 
Emmanuel Macron mean 
that over 1,000 are 
trapped at Britain’s border 
in northern France. “The 
politics of exclusion and 
rejection have precisely 
made people live in 
deplorable conditions,” 
said the statement. 

“They live in the 

undergrowth, are regularly 
moved on or, when they 
have a chance, stay in an 
overcrowded sports hall.

“And then they are 
thrown into the hands of 
people with no scruples. 

“These policies, too 
often called ‘border 
security’ offer anything 
but security. They are 
exactly those which put 
people in a position where 
they must risk everything, 
even life itself.”

The only solution is 
to open the border.

And to do that we have 
to build a movement 
that’s big enough and 
strong enough to force 
the Tories to do it.The family of Mawda Shawri, who was killed by Belgian police
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