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l A LIFESIZE model of 

Tory chancellor Philip 

Hammond is available. Trade 

in Hammonds has been 

relatively brisk. Well, they’ve 

sold 15 cardboard chancellors 

that this year at £34.49 a 

time—by contrast, only four 

Michael Goves have gone. 

Hillsborough accused in court 
bid to block prosecutions
SIX PEOPLE who face charges in 
relation to the 1989 Hillsborough 
football disaster are trying to block 
the trials from taking place.

Some 96 Liverpool fans died in 
the disaster following a crush in  
pens 3 and 4 at the Leppings Lane 
end of Sheffield Wednesday’s football  
ground.

Lawyers began making applications 
on behalf of the six in a hearing at 
Preston Crown Court on Monday. 

A previous hearing heard that they 
would apply to stay any prosecu-
tion over the disaster as an “abuse of 
process”.

The six include Hillsborough match 
commander David Duckenfield, whose 
trial is set to begin in September. He 
faces 95 charges of gross negligence 
manslaughter. 

There can be no prosecution for the 
96th victim of the disaster, Tony Bland, 
because he died over a year and a day 
after the crush.

The hearing in Preston 
will also address a separate 

application from the Crown Prosecution 
Service to lift a stay on Duckenfield 
that currently halts further legal  
proceedings.

Graham Mackrell, former secretary of 
Sheffield Wednesday Football Club, is 
charged with two offences involving the 
stadium safety certificate and a health 
and safety offence. He is also due to go 
on trial in September.

Retired cops Donald Denton and Alan 
Foster, and retired South Yorkshire 
Police solicitor Peter Metcalf, are due to 
go on trial in January.

They are each charged with two 
offences of doing acts tending and 
intended to pervert the course of justice. 

The charges relate to changes that 
were made to police officers’ statements 
following the disaster. Sir Norman 
Bettison, who was a chief inspector at 
South Yorkshire Police in 1989, is due 
to stand trial in May next year. 

He is charged with four counts of mis-
conduct in public office over alleged lies 

he told relating to his involvement in the 
disaster.

l  IN 1830, the world’s first railway connecting 
two cities, Liverpool and Manchester, 

opened. The first train to run on it, The Rocket, 
which could travel at 36mph, sadly killed 
senior Tory William Huskisson on its maiden 
journey. The good news is it couldn’t happen 
today. The bad news is, it couldn’t happen 
because 188 years later Northern Rail trains 
rarely go that fast, if at all, and no senior 
Tory could be bothered to go north.

The fear, stress and 
outsourcing at the DWP 
ONLY the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
would give firms failing to 
meet government quality 
standards two more years’ 
work. 

Capita and Atos got 
nearly £255 million for 
Personal Independence 
Payment assessments last 
year—and still got them 
wrong.

 A Work and 
Pensions committee 
report found their 
failings contributed 
to a “pervasive 
lack of trust” in the 
system. They 
added that the 
firms offered   
“untenable 
human costs” 
to claimants.

lSTRESS rates are 
soaring at the 

department. Figures 
show that in the 
year to March, 7,695 
workers took 154,000 
sick days for stress, 
anxiety or depression.

That was 9 percent of 
its 85,000 workforce and 
a 12 percent increase on 

the year before.

lLAST week 
Esther McVey 

admitted up to 
220,000 disabled 
people will have to 

wait all summer 
for benefit 
payments they 
are owed after 
the DWP lost a 
court case.  

Tory claims terror 
law is ‘not sinister’  
HOME secretary Sajid 
Javid claimed proposed 
new anti-terror laws are 
“not part of a sinister 
strategy to create an 
Orwellian state”.

Ministers last week 
unveiled a raft of 
measures. A number of 
existing offences will 
be altered under the 
Counter-Terrorism and 
Border Security Bill.

For example, the 
offence of inviting 
support for a banned 
terror group will be 
extended to capture 
the expression of 
supportive opinions 
that are “reckless 
as to whether others 
will be encouraged 
to support 

the organisation”.
Campaign group 

Liberty argued the 
plans would “make 
thought-crime a reality”.

Other steps include 
raising from two to five 
years the maximum 
period fingerprints 
and DNA may be held 
on national security 
grounds—even in cases 
where a person has 
not been convicted of 
an offence. Javid is 

amending the crime 
of collecting 
information likely 

to be useful to a 
terrorist to cover 
repeated viewing 

of online 
videos.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘We must be 
clear that we are 
united as a party’
Prime minister Theresa May 
looks on the bright side 

‘The Westminster 
air is again full 
of the scent of 
rebellions, chaos 
and catastrophic 
government 
defeats’
Tory MP and former cabinet 
minister Damian Green on 
Brexit votes

‘We got Scotch 
tape, the clear 
kind. You found 
pieces and 
taped them back 
together and then 
you gave it back 
to the supervisor’
Solomon Lartey earned 
£60,000 a year at the White 
House repairing documents 
and letters Donald Trump had 
torn up

‘Seemed as 
though I didn’t 
care’
Theresa May says she regrets 
not meeting Grenfell fire 
survivors earlier

‘There is  
method in his 
madness’
Boris Johnson shares his 
admiration for US president 
Donald Trump

Carillion 
bosses  
cashed in 
THE Carillion collapse, 
which cost tens of 
thousands of jobs and 
forced £2.6 billion 
liabilities on the Pension 
Protection Fund, will end 
up costing more than 
£200 million.

Bosses at the 
collapsed firm spent 
thousands of pounds on 
their homes while the 
company went to  
ruin.

Chairman Philip 
Green built a gym and 
loft conversion at his 
£2.1 million mansion. 
Chief executive Richard 
Howson had a guest flat 
constructed next to his  
£2 million country 
farmhouse.

The Work and 
Pensions Committee 
blamed the 
“recklessness, hubris 
and greed” of Carillion’s 
bosses.

Howson pocketed  
£1.5 million in 2016, 
which included a 
£122,612 bonus and 
£231,000 in pension 
contributions.

He stood down but 
struck a deal that meant 
his salary would be paid 
for another year.

The Rocket

Retired South Yorkshire police officer David Duckenfield

Hated—Esther McVey

Philip Green

Orwellian—Sajid Javid

Millions on 
housing lists 
OVER one million families 
are stuck on council 
housing waiting lists for 
years, shock figures show 
today.

Only 290,000 homes 
were made available last 
year—leaving a national 
shortfall of more than 
800,000 homes.

The housing charity 
Shelter says there are 
1.15 million households on 
waiting lists. Almost two 
thirds are on lists for more 
than a year, while over a 
quarter wait for more than 
five years.



GRENFELL IS A SYMBOL OF A 
WORLD BUILT FOR THE RICH 

 T
HE FIRE at Grenfell Tower 
is a symbol of decades of 
attacks on working class 
people. 

At least 72 people died 
as a result of deregulation, the 
downgrading of council housing, 
fire service cuts and contempt 
for working class people’s cries of 
protest.

These are symptoms of a society 
organised by the rich and in the 
interests of the rich. 

Each time a cut was forced 
through, each time someone was 
ignored when they raised concerns, 
an atrocity like the fire at Grenfell 
Tower became more and more 
likely.

All of these factors were 
amplified by racism. 

That is why the protestations 
of different parties at the inquiry 
that they were not responsible ring 
hollow. 

From the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local 
Government all the way down to 
the subcontractors, they all knew 
what they were doing. 

Crucial health and safety 
legislation was seen simply as 
inconvenient red tape to be ripped 
up and quietly disposed of. 

Social housing was an eyesore 
to be covered up. 

And working class lives were 
cheap.

Now Theresa May tells us 
that she will “always regret” not 
meeting survivors of the Grenfell 
Tower fire immediately afterwards. 
“The initial response was not 

good enough,” she said on Monday. 
“I include myself in that,” she 
added, trying to pre-empt criticism. 

And Tory housing secretary 
James Brokenshire claimed to 
be “very concerned” about the 
number of Grenfell survivors still 
in hotels.

Such empty claims are 
absolutely worthless.

As the fire took hold of Grenfell 
Tower, and images were broadcast 
across the world, the people 
responsible for it were “very 
concerned”—about covering their 
backs. 

The way survivors have been 
treated has exposed the rank 

hypocrisy that lies at the heart of 
the capitalist state. 

While Tories insist they are doing 
everything they can to rehouse 
people, the Sutton Estate in the 
south of the borough lies empty and 
waiting for the bulldozers. 

The Grenfell Tower was horrific 
in a unique way—a symbol of the 
vast inequality in the richest local 
authority in Britain. 

Change
But it could also have happened 
anywhere, and could still happen 
elsewhere without real change. 

Brokenshire says more should 
be done to rehouse survivors. But 
he is the one responsible and  
he is the one who could fix it 
tomorrow. 

The Marxist Frederick Engels 
wrote about the worst forms of 
working class housing in 1872. 

“The same economic necessity 
which produced them in the first 
place, produces them in the next 
place also,” he wrote.

The responsibility for the crimes 
of Grenfell rests not just with the 
Tories and the bosses of the firms 
involved.  

It is a system that puts profits 
before people that is ultimately to 
blame. 

Grenfell is not some great 
exception to capitalist rule. It is 
a particularly sharp example of 
business as usual.

Our sorrow and rage over 
Grenfell should be a spur to end 
the system of class division that 
produced it.

WHAT WE THINK

5 -8 July, Central London  •  A four-day political festival  •  Hosted by the SWP

Marxism 2018
A festival of 
socialist ideas
Speakers include: Ilan Pappe, Janet Alder, John Bellamy 
Foster, Ghada Karmi, Michael Roberts, Christine Buchholz, 
Ian Hodson, Moyra Samuels, Alex Callinicos, Brid Smith
For tickets: bit.ly/Marxism2018 020 7840 5620@MarxismFestival‘Marxism Festival’

Timetable  

online now

‘Social murder’ of capitalism

 FREDERICK ENGELS, writing 
in 1845 in The Condition 
of the Working Class in 

England, said that by creating the 
disease-ridden hovels in industrial 
cities such as Manchester the 
ruling class were guilty of “social 
murder”.

Engels wrote, “When society 
places hundreds of proletarians in 
such a position that they inevitably 
meet a too early and an unnatural 
death, one which is quite as much 

a death by violence as that by the 
sword or bullet; when it knows 
that these thousands of victims 
must perish, and yet permits these 
conditions to remain, its deed is 
murder just as surely as the deed 
of the single individual.”

Grenfell has rightly intensified 
the subversive sense that what 
we face is not just a series of 
disconnected horrors but a 
system that produces wealth for 
some and hardship for most.

THERESA MAY visited Grenfell In the hours after the fire, but did not meet any of the residents 

3GRENFELL ONE YEAR ON 3
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Waters to spread hatred 
in Lewisham by-election
Anti-racists planned 
to protest against 
Anne Marie Waters 
speaking at a hustings 
in south east London, 
as Socialist Worker 
went to press on 
Tuesday.

The leader of the 
far right For Britain 
party is running in the 
Lewisham East  
by-election, which 
was set to take place 
on Thursday.

Since losing the 
Ukip leadership 
contest, Waters has 
shifted rightwards 
and looked to street 
mobilisation as a way 
of building. 

Waters was one 
of the star speakers 
at the “Free Tommy” 
rally where she 
delivered a virulently 
Islamophobic speech. 

“Our leaders, our 
media, our police, all 
prioritise Islam in their 

decision-making,” she 
told the crowd.  

“Why do we talk 
and investigate and 
get angry about 
an accidental fire 
in Grenfell, but 
are expected to 
immediately forget—
or ‘not look back 
in anger’—about 
the deliberate, 
ideology-driven 
murder of British 

children?”
She held a meeting 

with former Nazi 
British National 
Party (BNP) election 
chief Eddy Butler in 
Loughton, Essex, last 
month.

Anti-fascists must 
oppose Waters’ 
attempts to link a 
violent movement on 
the streets with an 
electoral strategy. 

Thousands 
of fascists 
take to the 
streets in  
Whitehall 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A MASS rally in London last 
Saturday confirmed that the 
forces of British fascism are on 
the rise.

Around 15,000 supporters of 
jailed Nazi figurehead Tommy 
Robinson descended on Whitehall. 
His arrest outside a Leeds court last 
month has become a lightning rod 
for the whole of the far right.

Around 400 anti-fascists, organ-
ised by Stand Up To Racism and 
Unite Against Fascism, opposed the 
mobilisation and faced sporadic 
attacks.  

At the “Free Tommy” rally some 
of the loudest cheers went to a 
speech by Dutch Freedom Party 
leader Geert Wilders. A message was 
read out from Louis Aliot, Marine Le 
Pen’s right hand man in the French 
National Front.

And former Donald Trump 
adviser Steve Bannon sent a text 
message of support.

Crowds baying, “Oh, Tommy, 
Tommy”, emerged from nearby 
pubs. Some yelled, “This ain’t your 
country,” to the few non-white 
 tourists trying to pass through.

The thugs turned Whitehall into a 
sea of flags.

The “alt right” Generation 
Identity bloc, made up 
entirely of young men 
and women, went down a 
storm among protesters. 

The fascists see an 
opportunity to build a 
violent movement on 
the streets.

The rally also con-
f i rmed that  Ukip 
leader Gerard Batten 
has thrown his lot 
in with the fascists 
after the party’s 
wipeout in the local 
elections.

“ Y o u  e i t h e r 
submit or resist,” 
he said, whipping 
up the crowd into 
a racist frenzy over 
“ I s lamisa t ion” . 
“Are you going to 

submit?” he asked the protest. “No!” 
came the answer. “Are you going to 
resist?” “Yes” was the reply. And 
Batten called on people to “join, 
support and vote Ukip”.

At the counter-protest Islington 
Labour councillor Rakhia Ismail said 
the fascists’ size showed that every-
one needs to take seriously the task 
of organising against them.

March
There were banners from the RMT, 
NEU, CWU and Unison union 
branches alongside Labour Party 
and trade council ones. Imelda, 
a Labour member, told Socialist 
Worker, “I couldn’t just stand by 
when fascists march in our streets. 

“It’s frightening this is happening 
in London.”

It was a warning to the whole left. 
Just days after Robinson sup-

porters marched through Leeds last 
week, a mosque and a Sikh gurdwara 
suffered arson attacks.

There will likely be more racist 
attacks in the wake of Robinson’s 
supporters mobilising. 

Everyone has to make sure there 
is a much bigger turnout when 
Robinson’s supporters rally in 

London on 14 July—the day after 
Trump’s visit.

Michael Bradley from Unite 
Against Fascism said, “We are 
sounding the alarm to trade 
unions, anti-racists and the 

left. 
“We need a mass 
movement to push 
back these people—

they won’t just 
disappear.”

BACK STORY
The fascist mobilisation in 
London on Saturday was the 
result of months of protests 
across Britain
lRacist Football Lads groups 
claim to have been marching 
against ‘extremism’
lGeert Wilders from the 
Dutch Freedom Party spoke on 
Saturday, and a message came 
from the Front National in France

FASCISTS AND racists lined the streets around central London on Saturday Picture: Guy Smallman

Push back the rise of the far right 
across Europe before it is too late
RIGHT WING governments in 
Europe are driving through 
a racist clampdown against 
Muslims, migrants and refugees.

In Austria the coalition of the 
Tories and Freedom Party shut 
down seven mosques last week—
and is now seeking deportation 
orders for 40 imams.

Tory chancellor Sebastian 
Kurz said, “Parallel societies, 
politicised Islam or radical 
tendencies have no place in our 
country.” 

It was meant as a racist threat 
to all the 600,000 Muslim people 
who live in Austria. And the 
crackdown comes alongside plans 
to ban Muslim girls from wearing 
the hijab in some schools. 

A key figure behind the 
Islamophobic clampdown is the 
fascist Freedom Party interior 
minister Herbert Kickl.

The ground for the party’s 
rise was laid by the previous 
Tory‑Labour coalition. 

It played to racist scapegoating 
of migrants and Muslims in the 
wake of the refugee crisis.

Shutting down mosques and 
deporting imams is allowed 

under a 2015 law. It says 
religious organisations must 
have a “positive fundamental 
view towards Austria’s state and 
society”. 

Meanwhile over 600 
refugees were stranded in the 
Mediterranean Sea as Socialist 
Worker went to press on Tuesday. 

The new Italian right wing 
government refused to let an 
NGO‑operated rescue ship to 
dock. Now the office of the prime 
minister of the Spanish state has 
said it will allow the ship to dock 
in Valencia.

Populist
It is part of broader drive to 
deport migrants by the coalition, 
made up of the populist Five 
Star movement and the racist 
League. The threat of deportation 
hangs over the heads of around 
500,000 undocumented migrants 
living in Italy.

Deputy prime minister and 
League leader Matteo Salvini 
told migrants to “get ready to 
pack your bags” last week. 

“It is not enough to reduce 
the numbers of people arriving,” 

he said. “We need to increase 
deportations.”

Salvini defended the racist 
clampdown by saying that other 
countries were also blocking 
their borders. 

And he criticised the EU’s 
Dublin Regulation, which means 
refugees have to seek asylum in 
the first country they get into.

But the EU is no friend of 
refugees or a barrier to racism. 
Around 60 people drowned off 
the Tunisian coast last week 
when their boat capsized. 

It was a chilling reminder 
of how the EU’s Fortress 
Europe policy has turned the 
Mediterranean into a mass grave.

Kurz is set to take over the 
EU presidency next month and 
has signalled he will shift the 
immigration policy further to the 
right.

Anti‑racists must build 
opposition to their own rulers 
and the clampdown by the EU—
and fight to open the borders 
and let refugees in. Beating back 
the far right also means resisting 
the state‑sponsored racism that 
normalises them. Big protest emboldened Nazis in the crowd

Leeds vigil after arson attack
OVER 200 joined a 
vigil in Beeston in 
Leeds on Sunday 
after arson attacks on 
a mosque and Sikh 
gurdwara.

Speakers included 
Labour councillors 
and representatives 
from the Unison and 
GMB unions, local 
trades council and 
faith groups. 

There were 
messages of support 
from NEU joint 
general secretary 
Kevin Courtney 
and Labour MP 
Hilary Benn.

People said 
that the 
fascists 
rampaging 
through 
Leeds 
four days 
before the 
attacks—
plus the  
racist 
march in 
London—

were wake up calls.
Anti-fascists are 

now planning a 
protest when the 
English Defence 

League comes to 
town on 7 July.

Over 100 
anti-racists 
also joined 
a rally in 
Bolton, 
Greater 
Manchester, 
last 

Saturday 
after a 

racist attack left a 
woman in a critical 
condition. 

It was called by 
Bolton Stand Up To 
Racism Bolton and 
others after a woman 
and her son were set 
upon last month.

The woman was 
walking with her son 
and two daughters. 

An attacker is 
alleged to have 
racially abused her, hit 
the teenage boy and 
then assaulted her.

The face of hatred—Anne Marie Waters
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Nazis outnumbered in York
FASCISTS had  
planned to march in 
York last Saturday—
but they were 
seen off by a lively 
counter-protest. 

Around 50 
supporters of York 
Stand Up To Racism 
occupied the area 

near York Minster 
where the fascists had 
planned to gather. 

Around 11 racists 
turned up but were 
chased off and had to 
cower behind police 
lines. 

After an hour of 
hearing our songs and 

chants of “Nazi scum 
off our streets” the 
fascists slunk back to 
the train station under 
police escort. 

Labour MP Rachael 
Maskell spoke about 
the need to fight 
racism wherever it 
raises its head.

On Saturday’s far right demo

The vigil in Beeston, Leeds, on Sunday

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

TRUMP’S IMPERIALIST  
DEAL WITH NORTH KOREA

D 
ONALD TRUMP and 
Kim Jong-un patted 
themselves on the back 
after signing a “peace 
deal” on Tuesday.

Trump boasted, “These pundits, 
who have called me wrong from 
the beginning, have nothing else 
they can say!”  

His supporters might now 
claim that he’s a great diplomat, 
not just a trigger-happy thug. 

He might even join the long list 
of US warmongers and criminals 
who have been awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

Alongside the right wing guff, 
millions of ordinary people in 
Korea and worldwide will breathe 
a sigh of relief. Less than a year 
ago Trump had threatened to 
“totally destroy North Korea”. 

But Trump’s warmongering in 
Asia is far from over—and the 
tensions that produced the Korea 
crisis have not gone away.

The deal is partly a sign that 
North Korea’s ruling class feels 
in a stronger position having 
acquired nuclear weapons. 

Kim’s father and grandfather 
could only have dreamt of forcing 
the US to the negotiating table.  

After its sponsor Stalinist 
Russia collapsed in 1991, North 

Korea was gripped by stagnation 
and surrounded by enemies. 

Its rulers watched nervously 
as the US invaded Iraq in 2003 
on the trumped-up pretext that 
dictator Saddam Hussein had 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Following the warped logic of 
the world system, they decided 
to get some real ones to gain 
leverage on the world stage. 

Their gamble appears to have 
paid off. The wording of the deal 
is slippery enough for both Trump 
and Kim to claim victory. 

And negotiations open up 
the possibility of normalising 
relations with South Korea and 
modernising North Korea’s  
state-capitalist economy.

But the situation isn’t stable. 
Trump was quick to say there 
would be no removal of the 
30,000 US troops in South Korea.

The focus of Trump’s ire 
was North Korea—but it was 
a sideshow to a much bigger 
confrontation with China. 

Imperialism is a global system 
of competing capitalist states. 

And at the moment Asia—
and the South China Sea in 
particular—is an area of growing 
rivalries. 

Almost £3 trillion worth of 
shipping passes through it every 
year. Most of it is Chinese trade 
and has to pass through the 
narrow Straits of Malacca. 

China wants to protect this key 
choke point. The US is determined 
to see off its biggest economic 
competitor.  

This rivalry between Trump 
and China (see page 17) could 
easily shift back to the question of 
North Korea. 

Trump’s grandstanding over 
war with North Korea brought 
the world closer to the possibility 
of nuclear annihilation than at any 
time during the last 50 years. 

We have to keep opposing 
imperialism—starting with the 
anti-Trump protests on 13 July.

ITALY REJECTS REFUGEES 
W HEN 629 people were 

rescued from drowning 
they might have expected 

to be treated with some humanity.
Instead they were brutally 

rejected. Aquarius, a ship 
operated by SOS Mediterranee 
and Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF), had rescued migrants from 
inflatable boats off the coast of 
Libya last weekend.

Among those packed onto the 
Aquarius were 123 unaccompanied 
minors, 11 other children and 
seven pregnant women. 

They had hoped to find refuge 
in Italy. But the new Italian 
government, keen to show its 
racism is sincere, would not allow 
the ship to dock. Italian interior 
minister Matteo Salvini, from the 
far right Lega, wrote, “Saving lives 
at sea is a duty, but transforming 
Italy into an enormous refugee 
camp is not. Italy is done bowing 
its head and obeying.”

The Spanish government said it 
would accept the ship at the port 
of Valencia. But on Monday MSF 
pointed out that’s three days away. 

“Health and safety of people 
rescued onboard including sick 
and injured people, pregnant 
women and children must come 
first,” said the organisation.

This is what a “crackdown on 
immigration” means—human 
beings treated like rubbish, their 
lives cheap and disposable.

The Italian government, and 
others like it including Britain’s, 
want hundreds of people to 
drown to deter others from 
trying to flee to Europe to escape 
war, poverty and climate change.

The deal’s 
wording is 
slippery enough 
that both can 
claim victory

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER
ANALYSIS 

Don’t be complacent 
about fascist threat
NOBODY SHOULD now be in any doubt about the threat 
from the far right in Britain.

Saturday’s demonstration in London by around 15,000 
people in support of fascist Tommy Robinson should be a 
turning point.

When the Football Lads Alliance mobilised a similar 
number last October, it was possible to say that not all of 
them were hardened racists. And they insisted they were 
separating themselves from people like Robinson.

It was suggested by some—not Socialist Worker—that this 
was a momentary episode that would soon fall away. Such 
illusions should now have been stripped away.

Far from any pretence of shunning Robinson, Saturday’s 
rally was all about him. Ukip’s leader Gerard Batten told the 
crowd that “history will judge him as being on the right side 
of a struggle between good and evil”.

Those listening to him on the protest have been hardened 
up around a set of racist polices and herded behind the 
fascist Robinson. Some gave Nazi-style salutes.

This is not the time for complacency. It is folly to think that 
because Jeremy Corbyn is doing quite well in the polls there 
is no need for mass mobilisation against racism and fascism.

The left can be winning inside the Labour Party and 
Corbyn can be popular and a lethal fascist street movement 
can develop all at the same time.

Racist ideas do not melt away simply because there is a 
more left wing Labour Party. It requires specific and active 
organisation. 

Saturday’s rally will encourage more outrages like the 
Leeds Mosque and gurdwara arson attacks last week. It will 
lead to more assaults like the one in Bolton that has left a 
woman in a critical condition (see pages 4&5).

And the venomous racism it peddled will divide working 
people at a time when they need unity against the Tories and 
the bosses. 

This is not the time to panic. The far right rallies are 
threatening, but they can be pushed back.

Violent
Most working class people are not racists, and they are 
opposed to the violent scapegoating we saw last weekend. 
They will be horrified by the murder and destruction that 
the fascists want to see.

There are 550,000 members of the Labour Party. There 
are over six million trade unionists. This strength can be 
mobilised, and if it is the Robinson supporters will be beaten.  

It was very welcome that lots of trade union leaders 
backed the Stand Up To Racism counter-protest last 
Saturday. But it was too small, and there were not nearly 
enough trade unionists there.

Now we need to redouble the efforts to have a stronger 
counter-protest in the future. The call needs to go out from 
Labour MPs, trade union leaders and all anti-racists that it’s 
time to act.

This is urgent. 
It took time before sufficient numbers of people became 

convinced of the threat posed by the English Defence League 
(EDL) and opposed them on the streets.

The EDL emerged in April 2009. It was not decisively 
beaten until the autumn of 2012.

But along the way there were several large protests that 
blocked them and began to take the momentum away from 
them. We need mass leafleting, agitation in the workplaces 
and colleges, and cultural events to give confidence to 
anti-racists.

The demonstrations against Donald Trump take on an 
even greater urgency than before because the Robinson crew 
are fuelled by their international allies.

Big protests against Trump will boost everyone fighting 
racism. They will show that most people don’t want a British 
version of the far right groups that have clustered around 
Trump.

It’s a problem that the next rally for Robinson has been 
called on the day of the Durham Miners’ Gala. It will not 
be good enough for 200,000 people to march and listen to 
Corbyn and his supporters in Durham if at the same time the 
far right is rampaging in London. 

There have to be far more on the streets on the anti-racist 
side in the future.

 Womens’ marches show the  
 mood to relax abortion laws
Pressure is growing 
on politicians for 
reform of draconian 
abortion law in 
Northern Ireland, 
reports Sarah Bates

OV E R  1 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e 
marched in Belfast last 
Sunday to commemorate 
100 years since some 
British women won the 
right to vote. 

Thousands also marched 
in London, Edinburgh and 
Cardiff. 

Many wore the suffragette 
colours of green, white and 
purple. 

Following Ireland’s historic 
vote to relax its abortion laws, 
the demand for abortion 
reform was a central part of 
Sunday’s mobilisation.

Activists came from all 
over Ireland to be part of 
Belfast’s protest. 

Sarah Daly from Galway 
for Choice said “We repealed 
the eighth amendment and 
we want to support our sis-
ters in the north.

“Things have to change 
here, sooner rather than 
later.”

Offences
The British 1967 Abortion 
Act was never extended to 
Northern Ireland, so the law 
that governs abortion is the 
Offences Against the Persons 
Act 1861.

Abortions are only allowed 
if a woman’s health is deemed 
to be at serious risk.

A human rights organi-
sation lost an appeal in the 
Supreme Court last week 
over the legality of Northern 
Ireland’s abortion law.

The Northern Ireland 
Human Rights Commission 

(NIHRC) said that abortion 
laws mean women suffer 
“inhuman and degrading” 
treatment resulting in “phys-
ical and mental torture”.

They argued this violated 
human rights laws.

The court said the NIHRC 
didn’t have the right to bring 
the case to the Supreme 
Court. 

But a majority of judges 
said that Northern Ireland’s 

abortion laws are “deeply 
unsatisfactory”.

There is mounting pressure 
on Theresa May to extend the 
1967 Act. 

May is scared to inter-
vene because the Democratic 
Unionist Party—which is 
propping up her govern-
ment—is anti-choice.

Labour MP Stella Creasy 
raised a debate in parliament 
on Tuesday of last week to 
repeal the sections of the Act 
that legislate on abortion. 

Over 100 protested outside 
parliament to demand action 
now. 

D u r i n g  t h e  d e b a t e 
Northern Ireland secretary 
Karen Bradley reaffirmed 
May’s position of inaction. 

Bradley said, “It would 
not be appropriate for 

Westminster to seek to 
impose its will. 

“It is a matter for the 
people of Northern Ireland.”

But activists want the 1967 
Act to be extended now. 

Danielle Roberts, from the 
Northern Irish Alliance for 
Choice campaign said, “We 
don’t need a referendum and 
we don’t want one. 

“Publ ic  support  has 
changed and it’s the politi-
cians who are out of step.”

Pressure must be kept on 
Theresa May and the Tories. 
They should extend the 1967 
Act—as should have been 
done 51 years ago.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

THOUSANDS PROTESTED in Belfast to demand reform 
to abortion law and mark 100 years of the vote

 Officer who stopped Rashan Charles ‘panicked’
A MAN who helped a 
police officer restrain 
Rashan Charles before he 
died has told an inquest 
that he was trying to 
protect Rashan.

Rashan died after being 
restrained by an officer 
in a shop in Hackney, east 
London, last July. 

The officer, known as 
BX47, previously told the 
inquest into Rashan’s 
death that he failed to 
follow safety rules.

The man, known 
as Witness 1, told the 
inquest, “I wanted to 
assist both. It was not 
mainly for the police 

officer, it was also to 
assist Rashan.”

Footage of the restraint 
shows Witness 1 straddling 
Rashan, pinching his nose 
and putting a finger in his 
mouth. Witness 1 said he 
was trying to make sure 
Rashan could breathe.

Footage shows Witness 
1’s leg apparently resting 
on Rashan’s thigh for some 
time. Witness 1 said that 
when a second officer, 
known as BX48, arrived 
she “took better control of 
the situation”.

He said BX47 seemed 
“panicked”, “confused” 
and “in shock”.

Witness 1 said Rashan 
showed no sign of 
strength, response or 
struggle.

He said he was “not 
sure” whether Rashan was 
conscious.

Jude Bunting, 
representing Rashan’s 
family, reminded Witness 1 
that he previously said 
Rashan lost consciousness 
before BX48 arrived. 
Witness 1 confirmed that 
he agreed with this.

He said “as far as I could 
tell” officers did all they 
could to save Rashan.

The inquest continues.
Sadie RobinsonRashan Charles
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 Wigan strikes are hitting  
 back at NHS outsourcers
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

CONFIDENCE REIGNED on the 
picket lines as hospital work-
ers across Wigan in Lancashire 
began their second 48-hour 
walkout last Friday.

The Unison and Unite union 
members, who work as porters, 
cleaners and other support staff, 
are fighting a dangerous new form 
of privatisation spreading through 
NHS England.

Unison member Geraldine was 
on the picket line at the Royal Albert 
Infirmary, one of the five sites on 
strike. “It’s been like a carnival, with 
everyone coming together,” she told 
Socialist Worker

“A lot of people inside the hospi-
tal are supporting us too, they keep 
coming out during their breaks with 
crisps and biscuits for us.”

Strikers danced as music blared 
from speakers at one end of the over 
100-strong picket line.

Geraldine added, “We’re fighting 
because we want to remain in the 
NHS. If they bring in outsourcing at 
our hospital, it would be the begin-
ning of the end for other workers 
and the health service.”

Bosses at Wrightington, Wigan 
and Leigh (WWL) NHS Trust want 
to outsource 900 jobs to WWL 
Solutions Ltd, one of a growing 
number of “wholly-owned sub-
sidiaries”. While the trust would 
initially be the only shareholder, 
it would be a bridge head to full-
blown privatisation down the line.

Promised
Trust chief executive Andrew Foster 
promised to guarantee wages and 
terms and conditions for 25 years 
after workers were transferred 
out of the NHS. As Geraldine said, 
“Andrew Foster is not going to be 
here in 25 years. If they can lie 
about guaranteeing them that long 
they can lie about anything.”

This arrogant attitude from 
bosses spurred workers to fight on 
after their first 48-hour walkout 
last month. Dexter, another Unison 
member, said, “The vast majority of 
staff are supportive.”

Management had tried to claim 
that the hospital ran smoothly 
during the last walkout. But they 
appealed for workers not to join this 
week’s strike. 

Eleanor, a Unison member, 
told Socialist Worker, “They were 
asking for exemptions for porters 
and cleaners for Friday. If we didn’t 
have an impact why would they be 
doing that?”

The action shows that the hospi-
tal couldn’t function without these 
workers. Franky, a Unite member, 
added, “Andrew Foster said the 
hospital was performing better on 
strike, but when we went in it was 
looking a bit shabby.

“They only just sorted out 
the backlog at the stores of  
cleaning and maintenance supplies 
the day before we were out this time 
round.” 

Hospital bosses want to push 
through the outsourcing plan by 
the end of this month, but work-
ers are determined to fight. Unison 
and Unite should call more—and 
longer—walkouts to pile pressure 
onto the bosses.

Ellie, a Unison member, said she 
“loved” the experience of being 
on strike. “We’ve been forced into 
going on strike, but now we’re here 
everyone is coming together,” she 
told Socialist Worker.

“People would be up for striking 
again—the momentum has been 
growing.”

Workers’ names have been changed. 
Send messages of support to  
jean.heyes@wwl.nhs.uk Make cheques 
out to WWL Unison Welfare and send 
to Unison Office, Royal Albert Edward 
Infirmary, Wigan Lane, Wigan WN1 2NN

OVER 100 were on a picket line in Wigan last week Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Solidarity will boost fight
TUC UNION federation general 
secretary Frances O’Grady 
joined the hospital workers’ 
picket line at the Royal Albert 
Infirmary on Friday morning.

She told strikers, “I’ve come 
here because I’ve got a very 
simple message on behalf of 
nearly six and a half million 
workers—the whole TUC 
is backing your dispute.”

The whole of the trade 
union movement has to throw 
its weight behind the Wigan 
dispute and build practical 
solidarity so bosses cannot 
force workers back to work.

Wigan trades council and 
Unison Greater Manchester 
Mental Health branch brought 
their banners to the picket line. 

The fight at Wigan is part of 
a broader push back against  
“wholly-owned 
subsidiaries”, with a 
dispute brewing in Leeds.

Unison and Unite 
should broaden that fight 
and coordinate action 
across hospitals.

The Labour Party 
nationally and locally has 
also backed the strike. 

The Labour Party has 
said it will reverse “wholly-
owned subsidiaries”, but has 
shied away from promising 
wholesale renationalisation. 

The Wigan workers 
show why it’s right to fight 
now, not just wait for the 
next general election.

A vote to 
accept NHS 
pay deal
HEALTH WORKERS in England 
and Wales have accepted a 
below-inflation pay deal cobbled 
together by the Tories, unions 
and NHS bosses.

The deal will mean that one 
million health workers will 
receive a 6.5 percent pay rise 
across the next three years. They 
would get 3 percent in 2018-19 
and 1.7 percent in each of the 
following years.

With the RPI rate of inflation 
running at 3.3 percent, it still 
means a real terms pay cut for 
health workers. 

The Tories and union leaders 
pushed the lie that many health 
workers would get pay rises of 
up to 23 percent. 

And, worse still, the deal 
brings in productivity-linked 
pay through the back door by 
overhauling increments. The 
deal mandates “all employers 
to apply a process linked to 

appraisals before allowing staff 
to progress to the next pay 
point.”

Unison union members voted 
by 84 percent to accept on 
“around 30 percent turnout”. 

The Royal College of Nursing 
(RCN) staff organisation 
members voted by 77 percent to 
accept the deal. The turnout this 
time was over 13,000 less than 
last spring’s consultation, which 
saw RCN members back strikes 
on pay by 78 percent.

It points to demoralisation 
that can set in when union 
leaders don’t give a lead. 

The GMB was the one union 
that recommended rejection—
and members voted against the 
pay deal by 87 percent. 

Many health workers were 
angry about the deal, but didn’t 
see an alternative to accepting it 
because their leaders didn’t offer 
one. The Unison leadership even 
tried to silence branches from 
campaigning for rejection by 
claiming it was in breach of the 
rule book. 

Activists should now organise 
in their workplaces to force 
strikes over issues such as pay 
up-grading or the new threats of 
privatisation. 
lThe Scottish government has 
announced a 3 percent pay rise 
this year with the money paid 
next month. 

GMB on the march for the NHS
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 Resistance  
 as French  
 strikers get  
 on streets
Workers need to heap pressure on 
the Macron government and build 
the fightback, says Charlie Kimber

HUNDREDS OF striking rail 
workers joined an angry dem-
onstration in Paris on Monday 
as the parliament debated a law 
attacking their jobs and boosting 
privatisation.

And to emphasise that whatever 
MPs decide this week the battle is 
not finished, a “day of anger” on 
Tuesday saw large parts of the rail 
network closed.

This week’s strikes will mean that 
there have been nearly 30 rail strike 
days since the struggle against 
President Emmanuel Macron’s 
 neoliberal attacks began in April.

Matthieu, a train driver from 
Paris, told Socialist Worker on 
Tuesday, “This fight isn’t over. 
There’s a very big strike today 
across all the unions and there are 
many train cancellations.

Overturned
“Of course the fact that it looks like 
the government’s attacks will go 
through parliament is a new stage. 
But votes can be overturned if there 
is enough fightback.

“It’s really important that the 
union leaders don’t give up. 

“In my depot there are people 
who have only occasionally been 
on strike who are now coming out 
for all the actions.

“We can go on to July and August 
and beyond, but the really crucial 
issue is to get others out alongside 
us, to push for a general strike.

“It’s possible—and we have to 
stop Macron.”

A series of rail strikes are sched-
uled up to 28 June. 

But there is no certainty about 
what will come next. One union 
federation, the CFDT, seems poised 
to give up. 

Laurent Berger, the head of the 
CFDT, told the union’s congress 
last week, “We must show much 
more clearly that French unions 
have changed and that there is a 
 reformist stream.”

And both the CFDT and the Unsa 
unions have suggested calling off 
strike days this month that coincide 
with school exams.

Ending the struggle without 
 victory would be a disaster.

Macron intends to move on from 
the rail workers to a more general 
assault on benefits and pensions.

A day of angry demonstrations 
was planned by pensioners across 
France for Thursday of this week.

There is still plenty of resistance 
taking place. Sections of postal 
workers and air traffic controllers 
are striking. 

Air France unions have prom-
ised a “stormy summer” and called 
strikes for the end of June after 
rejecting a pay offer.

On Friday this week there was 
set to be a large protest outside the 
court where demonstrators arrested 
on the 22 May day of action were to 
face harsh charges.

A major day of protests is planned 
for 20 June over the rights of refu-
gees and in response to the brutal 
treatment and new laws against 
asylum seekers that Macron has 
masterminded. 

But the various struggles have 
not yet been brought together. 

The energy and spirit of resist-
ance that has been seen in France 
this year must not be allowed to 
seep away.

On other pages...
Marx in Corbyn’s Labour  
>>Pages 16&17

BACK STORY
Workers and students have been 
fighting President Macron’s 
neoliberal attacks
lHundreds of thousands of 
workers struck together in May
lThe action was organised by 
nine union federations 
lThe government wants to slash 
120,000 public sector jobs
lStudents are fighting a new 
university selection process
lThe rail workers’ latest ballot 
rejects Macron’s privatisation 
plans by 95 percent

 Protests force concessions in Jordan
JORDAN’S NEW prime minister, 
Omar al-Razzaz, said last week 
he would drop a proposed tax 
law.

This move means Razzaz is 
conceding to a key demand of 
protesters who have already 
brought down the government.

King Abdullah called for new 
dialogue over the tax system 
after accepting the resignation 
of Razzaz’s predecessor, Hani 
Mulki.

The country’s biggest protests 
in years began at the beginning 
of June and saw thousands 
flooding on to the streets against 
poverty, austerity programmes 
and government corruption.

The movement became a 
focus for widespread anger at 

austerity and market reforms.
The protests included a 

general strike in May that 
involved 33 unions, which 
was followed by a day of mass 
protests.

The new tax law would have 
imposed a charge of up to 100 
percent on some staple foods.

Even after Mulki’s resignation, 
large crowds gathered in the 
capital Amman and other cities 
demanding that the tax bill be 
withdrawn. 

On Wednesday of last week 
some businesses were closed by 
a strike.

Unnerved by the protests, 
three Gulf states pledged  
£2 billion aid to Jordan in an 
effort to buy off the revolt.

A show of Basque solidarity
AROUND 175,000 
people joined hands 
in a human chain 
stretching 125 miles 
last Sunday across 
the Basque country in 
the Spanish state.

It was the biggest 
mobilisation in 
decades for the 
right to hold an 
independence vote.

The Gure Esku 
Dago (It’s in our 
hands) group 
organised the event. 

“We have proved 
that we want to 
decide the political 
future of this country,” 
said spokesperson 
Angel Oiarbide.

The movement 
in Catalonia—and 
the repression it 
has faced—has 
encouraged the 
Basque movement 
to come onto the 
streets. There is also 
anger at a recent 
court case in which 

eight young Basque 
people were given 
long jail sentences 
for assaulting police 
officers.

The court said 
“radicalisation, 
animosity and 
intolerance” towards 
security forces caused 
the assault. 

The Basque 
armed separatist 
organisation, ETA, 
announced it was 
disbanding in May.

STRIKING RAIL workers and their supporters                                                         Picture: Force ouvriere on Flickr 

FIGURE IT OUT
 310  miles—the distance 

that eight young 
prisoners were held 
away from their 
families for over a year 
in a pre-trial prison

 79  years—the total 
sentence for the eight 
defendants, handed 
down by a Spanish 
court

 50  years—the sentence 
the prosecution 
wanted each 
defendant to serve

Omar al-Razzaz
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Good riddance 
to Stringfellow
PETER Stringfellow’s 
death was marked by an 
outpouring of drivel. 

Commentators 
decided that being dead 
meant he should be 
defended as simply a 
“loveable rogue”.

Stringfellow was a 
sexist lowlife who made 
his millions out of the 
exploitation of women’s 
bodies. 

Good riddance to 
him—and let’s hope he 
doesn’t rest in peace.

Angela Wrenford
Sheffield

Thanks for 
SW, from jail
I AM to be released from 
prison this week on tag. 
I have been allowed to 
read your paper since I 
moved to Sudbury open 
prison in April.

Thank you for your 
paper. Hopefully I can 
recover in the summer 
from the ordeal I have 
been through. I should 
never have been here.

Chris Fernandez
HMP Sudbury

[Chris was an election 
agent for the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition and was jailed 
earlier this year].

Justice over 
Grenfell fire
WHAT’S worse,  
12 months on and no 
arrests or people voting 
the Tory councillors back 
in? (Damning revelations 
in Grenfell inquiry, 
Socialist Worker online, 
6 June).

Michael Gittins
On Facebook

lBLAME greedy 
capitalism from which all 
the parties have made 
money off the backs of 
the poor.

The Tories will get 
theirs. This one won’t be 
as easy as Hillsborough 
to duck responsibility.

BTFL1
On Twitter

Norfolk’s MP  
is a let down
NORTH WEST Norfolk 
Tory MP Henry 
Bellingham said 
he’d help improve 
infrastructure.

Roll on a year and 
train services are 
delayed or cancelled. The 
local hospital has higher 
car parking charges.
Shops are shutting. The 
people of north west 
Norfolk deserve better.

Jo Rust
Norfolk

Just a 
thought...

Chaos for commuters 

 Privatisation led to Northern Rail chaos
AFTER YEARS of 
 underfunding, job cuts 
and ever-increasing ticket 
prices the recent chaos 
with Northern Rail only 
looks to escalate in the 
coming weeks. 

A recent new timetable 
has seen trains cancelled 
or delayed.

Many commuters have 
been left enraged and out 
of pocket after arranging 
alternative transport.

Some are unable to 
arrive at work on time 
due to overcrowding or, 
in the case of a few of my 
colleagues, not at all due 
to cancellations. 

Workers in the RMT 
union are striking in their 
long running battle to 
keep train guards.

Northern Rail wants to 
operate driver only trains. 
The RMT says this “will 
shred safety culture in the 

same way they have 
shredded the timetables”.

Transport secretary 
Chris Grayling continues 
to pass the blame and is 
promising another 
inquiry. But he says that a 
solution to the new 
timetable will take 
months.

Surely this shows that 
the Tories’ experiment 
into privatisation has 
failed. It can only derail 
the vision of the 
“Northern Powerhouse” 
that George Osborne 
promised in 2014.

Ana Pope
Manchester

 Stop hate  
 on streets
A GROUP of us from 
Scarborough went to the 
Stand Up To Racism rally 
in Manchester last 
 Saturday.

That the people of 
Manchester have to put up 
with hateful people trying 
to march on their streets is 
disgusting.

A lot of people outside 
the rally did not know what 
was taking place and were 
asking what was going on.

A hard-hitting anti-racist 
leaflet to hand out to 
people walking past would 
be useful.

The far right did not get 
what they wanted—to 
march through the city 
centre.

Let’s do the same when 
other streets are under 
attack and not let hate 
march through the cities.

Kathy Clarke
Scarborough

 PCS is not  
 to blame
I SHARE Pain Warrior’s 
disgust and anger at the 
cruel sanctioning regime in 
place at the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP) 
(Letters, 30 May).

No doubt a small 
minority of workers, 
including DWP staff, go 
along with some of this 
targeting of claimants.

However, I‘m sure the 
vast majority of PCS union 
members would happily see 
an end to sanctioning and 
stigmatisation.

If PCS members win 
their pay dispute they are 
more likely to be in a 
position to challenge this 
sanctioning regime.

Jacob
Derby

 Socialist politics is key  
 to shaping the struggle 
SIMON Basketter’s ‘Staring 
reality in the face’ article 
(Socialist Worker, 30 May) 
is a very perceptive 
summary of the British 
situation.

What is its global 
context? The model for the 
modern nation state, forged 
during early European 
capitalism, seems to be 
cracking.

State capitalist USSR has 
broken up. Borders are 
being questioned from 
Ireland, Scotland, 
Catalonia, Ukraine and 
Kurdistan.

Even in the West, 
democracy is increasingly 
discredited. At some point 
class struggle cannot fail to 
kick off, albeit haltingly.

So socialists have a vital 
part to play in bringing 
coherence, direction and 
effectiveness to the labour 
movement.

The desperate need for 
socialist politics can be a 
source of optimism.

What we do and how we 
do it has never been more 
important.

Dermot Smyth
Chesterfield

University security scandal 
shows that the cash is there  
THE UNIVERSITY of London spent 
£415,000 on security when 
students held a sit-in in support of 
striking outsourced cleaners 
(Socialist Worker, 26 April 2018).   

It shows the university 
management’s heavy-handed 
approach—and its money-making 
neoliberal agenda.

In every instance the Vice 
Chancellor and Provost will put 
profits first, students and staff last.  

I was involved with the student 
protests in solidarity with the UCU 
union’s pensions strike this year.

At one point when we were 
occupying the area around the 
Provost’s office, there was a 
delivery of five boxes of Moet 
champagne or at least something 

very expensive. Yet management 
told the striking university workers 
that there was no money to pay for 
decent pensions.

This approach extends to 
outsourcing workers. There is a 
general drive towards privatisation 
on campuses. We have had an 
increase of outsourcing of cleaners 
and security staff.

But other staff are facing the 
same model, with zero hours 
contracts for postgraduate 
lecturers.

If people stand against that 
agenda with protests, management 
is pretty hostile.

Security staff are deployed by 
the university system, but they are 
also being done over like everyone 

else. So they can be reluctant to be 
heavy-handed.

During the sit-in by the Provost’s 
office one of the security guys 
said, “I believe in what you’re 
doing, I’m just here to pick up my 
overtime pay.”

The strike showed how students 
and staff can come together in 
moments of struggle.

We came together on the picket 
lines and marches. There was a 
two-way solidarity.

There needs to be more 
alliances between societies on 
campuses, everyday campaigns 
between students and staff and an 
escalation of struggle again.

Mataio Austin Dean
University of London 
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How can  we 
get justice 
for Grenfell 
victims?
by ALISTAIR FARROW

THURSDAY 14 June marks one 
year since a fire ripped through 
Grenfell Tower in west London, 
killing at least 72 people. 

As the first stages of the inquiry 
into the fire begin, justice for the 
dead and the survivors seems 
distant. 

Joe Delaney from the Grenfell 
Action Group told Socialist Worker, 
“The game of pass the parcel of 
blame is well underway. 

“It just goes to show why these 
companies made the decisions they 
did in relation to the tower. 

“They’re putting their own inter-
ests before the interests of the 
greater good, or what’s morally 
right.”

The firm that manufactured the 
flammable cladding, Arconic, has 
blamed the rapid spread of the fire 
on badly-installed windows.

The Kensington and Chelsea 
Tenant Management Organisation 
(KCTMO) has claimed it did not 
have proficiency in building design 
or construction. It is trying to imply 
that the contractors are to blame. 
They are—but so is the KCTMO.

“Some of us did make complaints, 
some of us did want our concerns to 
be known,” Antonio Roncolato, who 
escaped from the fire, told Socialist 
Worker. “Edward Daffarn from the 
Grenfell Action Group had the door 
slammed in his face whenever he 
raised concerns.”

Antonio said those responsible 
for the fire are “passing the buck 
continuously”.

 “The KCTMO passed on work  
       and contracts  
 
 
 

to others through subcontracting,” 
he said. “But ultimately they are 
responsible because they have to 
answer to the council, and they have 
to answer to the residents. 

“They are guilty of this, respon-
sible for it, so they must face the 
consequences.”

The council, the KCTMO and 
others hope to blame a “flawed 
regulatory system” for the fact that 
flammable cladding was used on 
Grenfell Tower. 

Statement
In an opening statement to the 
inquiry, the council’s lawyer said, 
“The Hackitt Review [into building 
standards] highlights the likelihood 
that lessons need to be learned on a 
national level as well as on a local 
level.”

It’s true that Tory policies and 
unsafe systems make ordinary 
people less safe. But this can’t 

be used by those responsible 
for the Grenfell fire to escape 
responsibility.

The inquiry will not address 
wider societal questions. 

There’s also a danger that 
the ongoing inquiry could 

be used as an excuse to delay 
urgent work to make other 
buildings safe.  

Lawyer Michael Mansfield 
has demanded that the inquiry 

make recommendations faster.
He estimated that the interim 

report from phase one of the inquiry 
would not be released “until perhaps 
the beginning of next year”. 

MARCHING FOR Justice earlier this year

THOUSANDS OF people took to 
the streets to demand justice for 
Grenfell in the days and weeks 
after the fire. 

On 16 June, two days after the 
fire, some 3,000 people marched 
from Kensington and Chelsea town 
hall to the remains of Grenfell 
Tower. 

One young person, crying, told 
the crowd, “This government 
thinks about money first. They 
think about rich people—they don’t 
care about us.”

Earlier in the day, Theresa May 
had visited a church close to the 
scene of the fire. She was forced 
to hide behind lines of police as 
a crowd of angry local residents 
heckled and shouted at her.

At the same time as the town 
hall protest, some 2,000 marched 
in central London and blocked the 
road at Oxford Circus.

Addy from west London said, 
“They don’t give a shit about the 
poor. If you’re working class you 
can burn.”

John Sweeney, a BBC 
Newsnight reporter, was among 
the demonstrators and was 
unnerved by the mood. “Politics 
has left parliament and gone into 

the streets,” he said. In the days 
and weeks after the fire people 
came from across Britain to bring 
donations and help out. Volunteers 
stepped in where the council 
melted away. Property guardians, 
who live in empty buildings for 
cheaper rents, opened up the doors 
to assist.

The argument that the empty 
homes of the rich should be used 
for the survivors became a common 
sense demand.

“Burn neoliberalism, not 
people,” tweeted Labour MP Clive 
Lewis.

 Monthly Silent Walks have 
helped to keep people on the streets 
and visible. Two months after the 
fire some 500 people attended. 

Now over a thousand people 
regularly attend the march.

Meetings and rallies have also 
helped to keep the anger alive.

At one meeting four weeks 
after the fire one man said, “The 
authorities never listen. Because 
you are a tenant, you are classified 
as sub-human. 

“If you need 1,000 officers 
working round the clock to find the 
guilty people, find 1,000 officers.”

At another meeting Sir Martin 

The inquiry’s chair, Sir Martin 
Moore-Bick, had previously said it 
would be released by Easter of this 
year.

Mansfield speculated that the 
final report would not be delivered 
for another year after the inquiry’s 
initial report.

He argued that initial recommen-
dations, in particular recommen-
dations that cladding be removed, 
should be made as early as this 
summer.

Lawyer Imran Khan slammed 
the “institutional racism” that lies 
behind Grenfell. 

He argued that the inquiry’s 
terms of references be extended to 
consider the contribution of “insti-
tutional racism” as well as issues of 
class and religion.

And lawyers for the bereaved and 
survivors want the terms of refer-
ence broadened to include political 
decisions made at the highest levels 
of government.

The inquiry is a battleground. 
What that justice looks like, and how 
to get it, is contested. 

But ordinary people are not 
simply observers of the inquiry—
they can take action that can shape 
its outcome. We must take to the 
streets and pass motions of affili-
ation to the Justice4Grenfell cam-
paign through trade unions. 

All of this can help build the cam-
paign for justice.

WHAT NEXT?
We should demand
lA full amnesty for 
undocumented migrants with 
information about the fire. Only 
a partial one has been extended 
so far
lA complete rehaul of the 
regulatory framework that 
allowed flammable cladding to 
be used
lA line in the sand over social 
housing—end the stigma and 
low funding, and build new, safe 
council housing
lThe criminal prosecution of 
people who made the decisions 
that allowed the Grenfell Tower 
fire to happen

Moore-Bick, head of the inquiry into 
the fire, became the target of the 
anger. He had said he needed to “go 
away and think” about survivors’ 
suggestion that he should broaden 
the scope of the inquiry. 

“Can I just confirm that you’re 
all happy all this goes on ice for 
four weeks?” he asked—and  

was met with uproar.
The following months have 

seen Moore-Bick and May forced 
onto the back foot—particularly 
over the question of extra panel 
members for the inquiry.

Whenever survivors and the 
bereaved have had the opportunity 
to hold the council to account, the 
anger has been visceral.

At the first full council meeting 
after the fire survivors tore into 
the council. Edward Daffarn, 
the author of the Grenfell Action 
Group blog, slammed the Tory-led 
council.  

Now the inquiry is underway, 
it’s vitally important to keep up the 
pressure from below. 

Moore-Bick must be made to 
hear that anger over the dry legal 
arguments put forward by some at 
the inquiry. That means protests 
and rallies must continue. 

This week’s Silent Walks, 
increasingly happening in multiple 
cities simultaneously, and the 
protest on Saturday are important 
markers. 

Some people would prefer the 
issue of Grenfell to go away. The 
protests, walks and meetings are a 
sign to those people that it won’t.

 ‘They think about the rich— — —they don’t care about us’ 

Anger at the system

Protesting after the fire

‘Some of us tried to raise 
the alarm before the fire’ 
Antonio Roncalato 
escaped from Grenfell 
Tower on 14 June 
last year. He spoke 
to Socialist Worker 
about how survivors 
have been failed in the 
aftermath of the fire  

GRENFELL survivor  
Antonio Roncalato found out 
during the inquiry into the fire 
that he was the penultimate 
person to be evacuated from 
the building. 

“Because of the procedure I 
was told to stay in place like so 
many others,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “It was revoked at 
around quarter to three. I 
called back again and they told 
me to get out.”

Despite promises from 
the Tories about rehousing 
people in the aftermath of the 
fire, Antonio still hasn’t been 
permanently rehoused. 

 “I was in a hotel until 
February this year,” he said. 
“Since 2 February I moved 
into a flat—temporary 
accommodation. 

“It’s temporary so I 
cannot do anything there. 
It’s furnished but it’s not my 
identity. 

I have to wait longer for 
permanent accommodation. 

“The next step is for them to 
come up with a flat.

“They had said that everyone 
would be rehoused by June of 
this year, but obviously I don’t 
believe these promises. 

“They said this six or seven 
months ago.

“First they said three 
weeks, then they said before 
the beginning of the school 
year, then they said before 
Christmas, then Iftar, then 
June.”

Scepticism 
Survivors have been watching 
the public inquiry into the fire 
with a large dose of scepticism. 

“There’s more stuff coming 
out now—the relationships 
between the council, the tenant 
management organisation, 
Rydon and the other 
companies,” Antonio said. 

“But it’s like passing on 
the buck from one to another. 
That’s what I was expecting to 
be honest. 

“If it’s not your fault, bring 
out the papers that prove it. 

“And come and show your 
face and say, ‘We did this 
and this and this and it was 
approved’.”

“Rydon ordered items 
from various companies, 
but they also passed on and 
subcontracted work.

Responsible 
“Ultimately, if you are the one 
in charge, you are the one who 
is responsible. 

“You have to answer to 
the council and mainly to the 
residents.

“They are passing the buck 
continuously—the police 
and the public inquiry need 
to investigate this. It’s really 
shocking.”

Antonio said that the inquiry 
must point blame at those who 
are responsible for specific 
failings, otherwise it will be 
pointless.

“The windows were moved 

to be in line with the cladding,” 
said Antonio. “The way it was 
done created a chimney effect 
to entice the fire rather than to 
stop it.

“The inquiry is there to 
try and bring out the truth 
and go into the root of what 
happened. 

“That means taking the 
cladding apart and seeing who 
provided it, who signed off on 
it.”

Another important part of 
the inquiry is examining the 
actions of the different parties 
before the fire. 

“Edward Daffarn, one of our 
residents, was very much aware 
of what they were doing and 
got in touch with the council at 
various times,” Antonio said. 

“They didn’t want to know—
it was always denied. 

“This has to be known, that 
some of us knew and tried to 
raise the alarm.”

It’s like passing 
the buck from 
one to another, 
it’s what I was 
expecting 

‘‘ 

Luxury flats lie empty—but survivors still haven’t been rehoused 

Antonio Roncalato 

EYEWITNESS 
GRENFELL
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 SMEARS
 CRIMES
 & LIES

THE PEOPLE AND FIRMS REALLY  
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DISASTER

(left to right, top to bottom)
Theresa May, Gavin Barwell, 
Boris Johnson, Eric Pickles, 
Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Elizabeth Campbell, Robert 
Black and Carl Stokes

THE GRENFELL Tower fire was a 
crime against the working class 
made possible by a system that puts 
profit before ordinary people’s lives. 

But there are also specific people 
who made decisions that directly 
led to the fire. They must be held to 
account—that means criminal pros-
ecutions and jail time.

The public inquiry into the fire 
can’t recommend criminal charges. 
But evidence heard at the inquiry, and 
other recommendations made by it, 
can feed into a criminal investigation. 

That means pressure on the inquiry 
can have an impact.

Over 60 different organisations 

and subcontractors were involved in 
the refurbishment of Grenfell Tower. 

Kensington and Chelsea coun-
cil would like the Kensington 
and Chelsea Tenant Management 
Organisation (KCTMO) to take the 
blame.

Audits
The KCTMO wants Rydon, the firm 
that refurbished the tower, to take the 
blame. Rydon wants to pass the buck 
to other firms involved in the work—
Arconic, Celotex or Harley Facades.

As Sam, a fire safety expert, told 
Socialist Worker, “At least 72 people 
died in that fire. Whatever work was 

done, whatever fire safety audits 
were carried out, there have been 
failures from the top to the bottom.”

The bereaved and the survivors 
have been met with a wall of silence 
from the contractors. One lawyer told 
the inquiry, “These corporates have 
no desire to assist this inquiry, even 
though their participation could save 
lives in the immediate future.”

They must all be made to pay, 
and so must the Tories in central 
government. 

They pushed through laws that 
laid the ground for the fire—then 
dragged their heels when it came to 
helping desperate people.

THERESA MAY
TORY PRIME 
MINISTER
lPledged to rehouse all survivors 
within three weeks. A year later 
just 134 out of 198 households 
have been rehoused
lSaid that no one should be 
scared to come forward with 
information—then dragged 
her feet over guarantees for 
undocumented migrants
lPromised £400 million for 
removing cladding from social 
housing blocks. That’s nowhere 
near enough, and it comes from a 
pre-existing budget

GAVIN BARWELL
TORY FORMER 
HOUSING MINISTER
lRefused to act on a 2016 report 
into the 2009 Lakanal House 
fire, which killed six people. The 
report said sprinklers should be 
retro-fitted into all high-rise tower 
blocks
lA London Assembly report 
released in March found that 
sprinklers almost entirely 
eliminate fire deaths

BORIS JOHNSON
TORY FORMER 
LONDON MAYOR
lSlashed £100 million from the 
London Fire Brigade’s budget 
when mayor. This led 
to station closures 
including one station 
in Knightsbridge, 
near Grenfell Tower
lCut 550 firefighters
lForced through a 
plan that got rid of 13 
London fire engines
lAn October 2016 
report revealed that 
27 fire engines, two 
Fire Rescue Units and 
crewing were all cut 
under Johnson

ERIC PICKLES
TORY FORMER 
MINISTER
lRepealed section 20 of 
the 1939 London Building Act 
in 2012. This stipulated that any 
high rise building’s exterior must 

be able to resist fire for at least 
one hour
lPickles was communities 
minister at the time of the 2009 
Lakanal House fire
lHe asked local authorities to 
consider retro-fitting sprinklers, 
rather than instructing them to 
do so

BRANDON LEWIS
TORY IMMIGRATION 
MINISTER
lDescribed the promotion of fire 
sprinklers as the “responsibility 
of the fire industry, rather than 
the government”
lSaid that undocumented 
migrants with information 
about the fire could apply for 
the right to remain “subject 
to their continued eligibility 
and the necessary security and 
criminality checks being met”

ROYAL BOROUGH 
OF KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 
COUNCIL
Council building control 

officials signed off on the 
refurbishment work. They 

visited the site 16 times between 
the time work began in 2014 to 
when it effectively finished in 
2016.

A lawyer for the council 
defended its policy of 
subcontracting at the inquiry 

into the fire. He said, “Whatever 
recommendations are made in 
the inquiry’s report, it seems 
inconceivable that one of them 
would be to reverse the tide 
of the modern world to the 
extent that all the complex skills 
required to design, construct 
and refurbish a building such as 
Grenfell Tower should be brought 
in-house by local authorities. 

“Even if that were considered 
desirable—and I suggest that it 
is not—it would be impossible to 
turn the clock back in that way.”

COUNCILLOR 
NICHOLAS 
PAGET‑BROWN
TORY FORMER 
COUNCIL LEADER
lSet up a consultancy firm 
after the fire—NPB Consulting—
to provide “policy analysis, 
seminars, briefings and drafting 
assistance for organisations 
working with local authorities”.
lBlamed tenants and residents 
for the lack of sprinklers. “There 
was not a collective view that 
all the flats should be fitted with 
sprinklers because that would 
have delayed and made the 
refurbishment of the block more 
disruptive,” he said

ELIZABETH 
CAMPBELL
CURRENT TORY 
COUNCIL LEADER
lPromised that “things will 
change” and that “this is a new 
leadership team”
lPresided over vicious cuts to 
local services
lShe previously cut the budget 
for a children’s transport service 
by half.

KCTMO
COUNCIL HOUSING 
MANAGEMENT FIRM
The Kensington and Chelsea 
Tenant Management Organisation 
(KCTMO) managed social housing 
on behalf of Kensington and 
Chelsea council.

Its lawyer told the Grenfell 
inquiry that it is not a “specialist 
design or construction company 

and had no in-house expertise 
in these areas”. The lawyer was 
quick to specify others who could 
be blamed for refurbishment 
decisions. But when it came 
to complaints received against 
KCTMO, he simply said that they 
would be “considered”.

ROBERT BLACK
FORMER CEO KCTMO
lLed the KCTMO senior team of 
“key management figures”, who 
shared a £650,000 pay pot
lStill on a £150,000 salary and 
took six months to stand down
lOf the refurbishment that 
wrapped Grenfell Tower in 
flammable cladding he said, 
“This has improved the homes 
overall and residents can now 
have the benefits of living in 
energy-efficient homes, all in a 
vastly improved environment.”

RYDON
CONTRACTOR
Rydon was the main contractor for 
the Grenfell Tower refurbishment. 
It is still winning contracts to 
carry out construction and 
refurbishment work across Britain 
today.
lIts CEO, Robert Bond, claimed 
the Grenfell Tower refurbishment 
“met all required building 
regulations”. He remains in his 
job
lA report found that Rydon 
undercut the council’s preferred 
bidder for the Grenfell Tower 
refurbishment project, Leadbitter, 
by some £1.3 million
lZinc panels would have been 
more fire resistant and would 
have cost just £5,000 more 
to install on Grenfell than the 
flammable ACM cladding

HARLEY FACADES
CONTRACTOR ON 
GRENFELL TOWER
lThe firm was paid £2.6 million 
to install the cladding onto 
Grenfell Tower
lIts CEO Ray Bailey lives in a  
£1 million house in Crowborough, 
East Sussex, with a swimming 
pool
lHis son Ben carried out the 
work on Grenfell Tower

lIn the days after the fire Ray 
Bailey said, “At this time, we are 
not aware of any link between the 
fire and the exterior cladding to 
the tower.”

ARCONIC
CONTRACTOR
Arconic manufactured the 
cladding panels used on Grenfell 
Tower. 

The panels, Reynobond PE, 
achieved a Euroclass E fire safety 
rating. “To be blunt, you wouldn’t 
put ‘E’ on a dog kennel,” said one 
fire safety expert. 

It has been alleged that 
Arconic intentionally failed to 
notify a British safety board of 
its product’s low European safety 
rating. 

Arconic has defended the 
panels’ use. 

At the inquiry the firm’s lawyer, 
James Hockman, even argued 
the cladding was “at most, a 
contributing factor” to the fire 
spread. Multiple expert reports 
have identified the cladding as a 
main cause of the spread.

CELOTEX
CONTRACTOR
The firm manufactured the 
insulation used in the cladding.

A Panorama film alleged the 
firm used extra fire retardant 
material in tests on its products to 
influence the tests’ outcome.

CARL STOKES
FIRE SAFETY 
INSPECTOR FOR 
GRENFELL TOWER
Conducted fire inspections of 
Grenfell Tower on 20 November 
2012, 17 October 2014, 20 April 
2016 and 20 June 2016.  

James Leonard, representing 
Stokes at the inquiry, said, 
“Fire risk assessment is always 
available for the London Fire 
Brigade to audit as the enforcing 
authority.”

But his client had written 
on his fire risk assessments 
for Grenfell Tower, “You do not 
have to give a copy of your risk 
assessment to anybody, not even 
the fire authority.”

Cladding being removed from a tower block in Sheffield

The Lakanal House fire (above) 
in Southwark, south London, in 
2009 should have led to wholesale 
changes to building and fire 
regulations. But then housing 
minister, Gavin Barwell, refused 
to implement findings from a 
key report into the blaze. London 
firefighters in training (Below)
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Hundreds of 
other tower 
blocks still 
death traps  
HUNDREDS OF tower blocks 
are still covered in dangerous 
cladding one year on from the 
Grenfell Tower fire. 

The latest government 
figures last month showed 
that 297 residential buildings 
had cladding systems that 
were “unlikely to meet current 
Building Regulations guidance”. 
These buildings “present fire 
hazards”.

Some 159 of the 297 were 
social housing blocks. 

A further 14 public buildings, 
including hospitals and schools, 
were also deemed unsafe.

Completed
Just ten of the 159 social housing 
blocks have completed safety 
work. 

Nearly a third have seen no 
safety work begin. 

And the government doesn’t 
know what the figures are for 
private blocks.

Theresa May set aside just 
£400 million to fund the removal 
of cladding. 

This is not new money—it is 
from the existing social housing 
budget. 

That means even less money 
for new, safe, council housing 
and yet more people forced  
onto the private rental market.

The demand for decent 
housing must be at the centre of 
the campaign for justice.

How many without a home?
THE HEADLINE figures show 
that 198 out of 203 households 
from Grenfell Tower have 
accepted offers of temporary or 
permanent housing. 

These figures hide the  
reality. Some of the homes are 
not yet available for people to 
move into.

Tory housing minister James 
Brokenshire confirmed on 
Monday of this week that just 

134 of the 198 households have 
moved into new homes.

He said, “I remain very 
concerned about the  
43 households who are living in 
hotels.”

One survivor still living in 
temporary accommodation told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s better than 
a hotel, but it’s still not a home. 

“I can’t feel like I have roots or 
express who I am.”

‘We have to fight to get 
justice in the here and now’
by MOYRA SAMUELS, community 
relations officer, Justice4Grenfell

JUSTICE4GRENFELL WAS set 
up in the days following the fire 
in the absence of a response 
from the authorities. 

Initially it was dealing with 
the needs of the community, 
and it set up the monthly Silent 
Walk. 

The bereaved families and 
the survivors were not being 
heard. 

We needed to honour and 
remember them, but also 
to identify the issues the 
community was facing in those 
early days. 

Everything from sorting 
out donations to providing 
emotional support had to be 
dealt with. 

As the months have 
progressed we’ve become an 
increasingly political voice 
which scrutinises the response 
of the local authority and the 
government. 

We want to show how local 
and national policy has failed 
people before, during and after 
the fire. 

There needs to be pressure 
on the public inquiry. For 
example, the demand for a 
diverse panel was put in early 
on. 

We also put a demand that 
the wider role of social housing 
be discussed as part of the 
inquiry—that wasn’t accepted. 

We want to scrutinise what 
the inquiry’s going to be able 
to deliver in terms of truth and 
justice. 

It’s important to remember 
that a criminal investigation 
is going on in the background. 
People must be held 
accountable and prosecuted for 
what they have done.

The monthly Silent Walk is 
now managed by a committee. 
That’s been a positive step 
forward. 

It’s turned into a big event in 
the community and the change 
means that everyone gets an 
equal say in what direction it 
goes in. 

Groups are beginning to 
come together as people 
increasingly realise the threat 
the state represents to the 
campaign for justice. 

I do a lot of work going 
to union meetings and 
conferences to speak, such as 
the FBU union conference last 

week. Part of what we do is 
about joining the dots between 
austerity, privatisation and 
deregulation. 

Union members are 
experiencing the same attacks 
that led to Grenfell—all 
working class people are. 

It’s about solidarity. They can 
support us, but every win the 
campaign for justice achieves 
is a victory for the whole of the 
working class. 

That’s why the campaign 
needs to be about more 
than just the immediate 
responsibility of who was 
guilty. 

Crucial
Of course that’s crucial, but we 
need to see change in housing 
policy at a national level, we 
need to see a new generation 
of safe and secure council 
housing. 

At the moment two national 
unions support us, but we 
want to get all the national 
unions affiliated. Individual 
trade union branches can also 
affiliate (see below).

The campaign has to give 
hope to the next generation so 
that they can continue the fight 
for justice.

Grenfell has raised the 
question of institutional racism 

again, especially in the light of 
the Windrush scandal. 

We need to leave a legacy for 
social housing. 

I think people in North 
Kensington recognise that 
Grenfell is not just about us—
this could have happened, and 
could still happen, anywhere in 
the country. 

Social housing tenants 
should be able to demand the 
right to live in decent and safe 
housing and not just be pushed 
out by gentrification.

The rights and the voices of 
social housing tenants being 
heard has to be a legacy that 
we leave.

We need to get rid of the 
Housing and Planning Act and 
replace it with something that 
reflects what ordinary working 
class people need—safe homes 
that are not overcrowded.

The Grenfell Tower fire and 
its aftermath has reflected the 
inequalities of class society. 

We need to fight for justice 
in the here and now. And to 
address the gross inequality 
highlighted by Grenfell we 
also need to fight for a society 
where such class crimes are a 
thing of the past.  
For updates from Justice4Grenfell 
go to @officialj4g on Twitter or 
Justice4Grenfell on Facebook 

ANALYSIS

We need to see a 
new generation  
of safe and  
secure council 
housing

‘‘ 

It was left to local people to organise support after the fire

Greed failed 
people at 
Grenfell, not 
firefighters   
A fire safety professional spoke to 
Socialist Worker about how the 
refurbishment of Grenfell Tower put 
people at risk—and the experiences 
of firefighters who fought the blaze
EVERYONE’S TALKING about the 
“stay put” policy now. Firefighters 
face criticism for telling people to 
stay in Grenfell Tower during the 
fire. But they wouldn’t have had 
any choice

On the night of the fire they were 
travelling there in their engines, 
looking at the huge plume of smoke. 
They were thinking, “How are we 
going to put this out?” They weren’t 
thinking about changing the evacu-
ation policy.

They would have no idea that the 
fire was coming from the outside in. 

Control operators are trained to 
say to people, “We know there’s a 
fire in your building. Stay where you 
are because the building’s designed 
to protect you.”

Before this fire you would not 
have found a single fire safety pro-
fessional who would say that policy 
needed changing. 

The policy of the London Fire 
Brigade has worked in thousands of 
other incidents.

Imagine a row of 20 houses. Now 
imagine a fire breaks out in house 
20. It wouldn’t reach house number 
one.

Then take that row and turn it  
90 degrees so it’s vertical.  

The same principle applies in a 
tower block—all a high rise tower 
is effectively is a row of terraced 
houses going up into the sky.

But Grenfell broke all the rules of 
a fire that we work to. 

The refurbishment of the tower 
changed the whole design of the 
building.

Even the new windows ignited—
they were put in a different position 
which allowed the fire to travel up 
the outside of the building. 

Windows
The original windows were inset. 
They were moved out so that they 
were flush with the cladding. That 
created a straightforward route for 
the fire to continue upwards. 

To blame the fire brigade or fire-
fighters for Grenfell is ridiculous. I 
know they would have tried their 
hearts out to save as many people 
as they could. 

The control officers are the most 
honourable people you could ever 
meet—they go through traumatic 
incidents all the time. They’re the 

people who speak to people who are 
dying in fires. 

There’s no way they could have 
known they should have changed 
the evacuation policy. 

They didn’t understand that 
Grenfell Tower had been redesigned 
by greedy bastards who put flamma-
ble material on the outside of the 
building. 

With that material on the building 
it should have been a full evacua-
tion strategy, there’s no doubt about 
that. 

That redesign is the part that 

failed. They might as well have 
wrapped it around a wick, said that’s 
a candle, and lit it up. It was waiting 
to happen. 

I knew people would start to play 
the blame game, but I didn’t know it 
was going to be as blatant as it has 
been. That’s the upsetting part. 

I know some of the guys who 
were there. 

One firefighter, someone jumped 
out of one of the windows from one 
of the upper floors and landed on 
his back. Now he’s on a breathing 
apparatus. 

When people start pointing fin-
gers they want to think about what 
they’re doing, because people who 
went on that job will be affected for 
the rest of their lives. 

They won’t ever be the same 
again. 

They went in there to help other 
people. There wasn’t anyone else 
running towards the building. 

On other pages...
Grenfell: smears, crimes and lies 
>>Pages 12&13

EXHAUSTED FIREFIGHTERS in the aftermath of the Grenfell fire 

‘The culture was to get rid of the problems—migrants and the poor’
RACISM WAS at the heart of the 
culture that led to the Grenfell 
Tower fire. 

The people who died came 
disproportionately from ethnic 
minorities, who were also 
disproportionately represented in 
the tower. 

Sakineh Afrasiabi died in the 
fire. She was 65 and had severe 
physical impairments, yet she 
was rehoused on the 18th floor of 
Grenfell Tower. 

Her son Shahrokh Aghlani said, 
“There was no culture of talking 
about public safety. The culture 
instead was to get rid of what they 

saw as a problem—the migrants, 
those on low incomes and ethnic 
minorities. 

“It was a form of 
ghettoisation of 
minorities in what is 
an affluent London 
borough.”

Racism has 
conditioned the way 
survivors and the 
bereaved have been treated 
after the fire too. 

“Getting 
support from 
the council has 
involved a lot 

of begging and needless waste of 
energy,” said Shahrokh. “The help 
that we should have had to put 
back the shattered pieces of our 

lives has been absent. 
“It has felt—and I know this 

is the experience of other 
bereaved family members—
that we are being accused of 
lying and trying to get money 
from the system. It is insulting 

to be treated like that.”
Lawyer Imran 

Khan told the 
Grenfell inquiry 
how Sakineh 
had been 

intimidated by Kensington and 
Chelsea council, and subjected to 
raids by housing officers. 

He argued that the inquiry 
should address a further question 
—“whether race, religion or social 
class played any part in the events 
surrounding the fire”.

Khan said the 2011 census 
data shows that 71 percent of 
the residents in Kensington and 
Chelsea are white. 

The borough has a 
disproportionate amount of high 
earners and contains the highest 
number of bankers in Britain. 

Khan said black and minority 

ethnic (BAME) households are 
systematically discriminated 
against in housing. Homelessness 
is increasing among people from 
ethnic minorities, and they are 
more likely to live in overcrowded 
accommodation.

Khan pointed out that “around 
a quarter of BAME households live 
in the oldest pre-1919 built homes. 
One in six ethnic minority families 
have a home with a category 1 
hazard under the housing health 
and safety rating system, and their 
homes less often include safety 
features such as fire alarms.”
Alistair FarrowImran Khan Moyra Samuels

Silent Walk
lThursday 14 June at 5.30pm

lMaxilla Hall Social Club, W10 6NQ

Solidarity March
lSaturday 16 June at 12 noon

lDowning Street, SW1A 2
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R
I G H T  w i n g 
Labour  MP 
I a n  A u s t i n 
has torn into 
any sugges-
tion that the 

Labour Party has links to 
Karl Marx and Marxism.

Austin was incensed by 
John McDonnell’s attend-
ance at a conference cel-
ebrating 200 years since 
Marx’s birth. Austin said he 
“couldn’t imagine any pre-
vious Labour Chancellor or 
shadow Chancellor doing 
the same thing”.

But, as many quickly 
pointed out, Austin is show-
ing his lack of knowledge of 
his party’s history.

For example, Stafford 
Cripps, chancellor in the 
reforming 1945-50 govern-
ment, had a long history of 
involvement in an organisa-
tion that referenced Marx.

And in 1948 Labour pub-
lished a centenary edition of 
the Communist Manifesto by 
Marx and Frederick Engels. 
The introduction said “the 
Labour Party acknowledges 
its indebtedness to Marx 
and Engels as two men who 
have been the inspiration 
of the whole working class 
movement”.

Marxists were involved in 
the formation of the Labour 
Party at the beginning of the 
twentieth century, and figures 
such as 1980s leader Michael 
Foot and left MP Tony Benn 
stressed their debts to Marx.

Scoffed
Of course most Labour leaders 
have scoffed at Marx. Leader 
and prime minster Harold 
Wilson said, “I only got as far 
as page two of Capital.” 

The party sharply distanced 
itself from organised Marxists. 
That’s why the Communist 
Party’s repeated efforts to affili-
ate to Labour in the 1920s were 
denied.

And those in the Labour Party 
who do praise Marx often do so 
in a way designed to weaken 
any revolutionary content.

The first method is to reduce 
Marx simply to a critic of capi-
talist economics.

McDonnell said last year that 
people could “learn a lot from 
reading Das Kapital”.

That’s very welcome to hear. 
But such views are not neces-
sarily more controversial than 
the fairly frequent injunctions 
in the Financial Times newspa-
per or the Economist magazine 
that bosses should read Marx. 

The intention of these inter-
ventions is that those at the top 
should understand the potential 
for crisis and revolution—and 
work to prevent them bringing 
down the system.

Marx is reduced to the sort 
of man who might appear on 
Newsnight helpfully point-
ing out coming problems and 
hoping to steer us towards 
calmer waters within a contin-
uing capitalist framework.

A more substantial manoeu-
vre by Labour people is to 
say that Marx was really for 

change, but through the meth-
ods of parliament. Electing a 
majority of “good” Labour MPs 
will open the door to a funda-
mental  overthrow of society 
though legislation in the House 
of Commons.

Socialism will come about 
through the proper channels 
and during office hours.

There are bits of Marx 
which—with a considerable 
twist— can be used in this way. 

In 1852, in the context of the 
great Chartist movement for 

political reform, Marx wrote, 
“universal suffrage is the equiv-
alent of political power for the 
working class of England”.

Almost 20 years later he 
added, “We do not deny that 
there are countries, such as 
America and England where 
the workers may attain their 
goal by peaceful means”.

But the experience of the 
Paris Commune of 1871 
changed Marx’s views. For two 
months, having eliminated 
the old ruling institutions, the 

workers of Paris ran the city. 
Marx celebrated measures such 
as the replacement of a profes-
sional army by the armed popu-
lation, the separation of church 
and state and free education.

In addition, all officials were 
paid the average worker’s wage, 
all important offices subject to 
election and then re-election 
whenever the people wanted.

But most important, Marx 
said, was that, “Instead of decid-
ing once in three or six years 
which member of the ruling 
class was to misrepresent the 
people in Parliament, universal 
suffrage was to serve the people, 
constituted in Communes.”

In other words, even ignor-
ing the specific achievements 
of the Commune, it had shown 
“the political form at last dis-
covered under which to work 
out the economical emancipa-
tion of labour”.

M
A R X  h a d 
a l ready,  i n 
1852 ,  con -
cluded “the 
next attempt 
of the French 

Revo lu t ion  w i l l  be  no 
longer, as before, to trans-
fer the bureaucratic-military 
machine from one hand to 
another but to smash it, and 
this is the preliminary condi-
tion for every real people’s 

revolution on the Continent.”
Now this became a general 

lesson. The capitalist state 
cannot be used by the working 
class but has to be destroyed. 
Instead there must be a work-
ers’ state with a much richer 
form of democracy.

Marx said, “One thing 
especially was proved by the 
Commune, that the working 
class cannot simply lay hold of 
the ready-made state machin-
ery and wield it for its own 
purposes.”

This Marx, the real and revo-
lutionary Marx, is incompatible 
with the Labour Party’s vision 
of change carried out through 
the mechanism of the  capitalist 
state.

Difference
Another big difference is that 
Labour thinks change can be 
won for people rather than by 
people themselves.

Of course left Labour mem-
bers will say that there needs 
to be widespread mobilisation, 
engagement and participation. 
But the central focus of such 
activity is to secure votes at 
elections or to create the con-
ditions in which more people 
will feel able to vote for Labour.   

It is a type of what Hal 
Draper called socialism from 
above. It is the idea that social-
ism “must be handed down to 
the grateful masses in one form 
or another, by a ruling elite not 
subject to their control in fact.”

In contrast a central point 
of Marx is that “the emancipa-
tion of the working classes must 
be conquered by the working 
classes themselves”. 

Social change must be car-
ried through by people them-
selves taking part in their own 

MARX IN 
CORBYN’S 
LABOUR
The Labour leadership claims to be influenced by the 
writings of Karl Marx. But Charlie Kimber argues his ideas 
are about much more than just a critique of capitalism

Change has to 
occur through 
people taking 
part in their 
own liberation

‘‘ 
Karl Marx

READ MORE
lThe Communist 
Manifesto 
by Frederick Engels and 
Karl Marx 
£1.00

lCelebrating 200 years 
since Karl Marx’s birth 
by Alex Callinicos  
bit.ly/ACMarx200

lCritique of the Gotha 
Programme 
by Karl Marx  
bit.ly/MarxGotha

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

JEREMY Corbyn 
(top) said that 
Marx’s ideas 
have influenced 
everyone, and 
Tony Benn always 
stressed his debt 
to Marx (above) 
 Bottom picture: Guy Smallman

Trump’s G7 antics reflect 
tensions in the ruling class

Tomáš Tengely-Evans  
says economic 
challenges to the US 
lie behind the chaos 
at last weekend’s G7 
summit

US PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump caused a stink at the 
G7 summit of world rulers 
last weekend. He then aired 
the ruling classes’ dirty 
laundry on Twitter.

The summit was supposed 
to smooth over growing 
splits and a brewing trade 
war between the US and its 
Western allies.

The “joint communique” 
was ready and reaffirmed the 
G7’s commitment to “free, fair 
and mutually beneficial trade 
and investment”.

Usually the joint 
communique is a series of 
pompous platitudes as our 
rulers try to present a united 
face.

This year Trump caused 
chaos by refusing to sign.

The focus of Trump’s ire 
was Canada’s liberal prime 
minister Justin Trudeau.

Trump said the US refused 
to sign because “Canada is 
charging massive tariffs to 
our US farmers, workers and 
companies”.

US national trade adviser 
Peter Navarro joined the 
fray. “There is a special 
place in hell for any leader 
that engages in bad faith 
diplomacy with President 
Donald J Trump,” he said.

The furore partly flows 
from the White House using 
chaos in order to always 
appear on the front foot.

Proposals
“I like chaos. It really is 
good,” Trump told journalists 
when he launched his 
proposals for tariffs on steel 
and aluminium last month.

And before the G7 summit, 
Trump threatened, “If we 
can’t make a deal we’ll 
terminate [trade agreement] 
Nafta”. Such a serious move 
would pit the White House 
against Mexico, Canada and 
much of US big business.

Trump’s trade wars can 
be a precursor towards 
intensified nationalist 
rivalries—and further 

pressure for military 
competition.

The trade row shows 
up splits in the Trump 
administration—and its 
frictions with sections of US 
capital.

A trade war is not in the 
interests of the capitalist class 
as a whole. Navarro said 
that tariffs would “reclaim 
the supply chain” and bring 
manufacturing back to the US. 

The problem is that those 
global supply chains are 
profitable for US capitalists.

These fissures don’t mean 
corporate tax-cutter Trump 
and capital are in two 
opposing camps. 

He stands in a long line of 
presidents who have sought 
to defend US capitalism’s 
interests in the world.

The differences are over 
what’s the best way to do this. 

Military
While the US remains the 
largest military superpower, 
it faces increasing economic 
competition from China. 

It’s tried a number of ways 
of dealing with this. George 
Bush murdered a million 
Iraqis. Controlling the tap on 
the world economy would 
have sent a message to China 
and the US’s other rivals.

The US defeat in Iraq 
forced Barack Obama to 
change tack. He shifted the 
US’s resources to the Pacific 
in the “pivot towards Asia”.  

Trump has tried to return 
to a go it alone strategy—
even threatening nuclear war 
with North Korea.

But after the G7 summit, 
Trump flew to Singapore for 
denuclearisation talks with 
North Korean dictator Kim 
Jong-un (see page 5). 

The tensions over Korea 
are part of a broader 
confrontation with China. 

The imposition of tariffs is 
part of the same process. 

They are seen as a victory 
for Navarro, an economist 
who is hostile to China. 

While Trump’s methods of 
rule are different, his aims 
are the same as the other 
G7 rulers—protecting the 
rich and powerful, and their 
system. 

TRUMP MEETS Trudeau at the G7 summit last weekend

BACK STORY
The G7 group of the richest 
countries met last weekend
lThe summits generally 
produce a ‘joint 
communique’ from rulers
lBut this year Donald 
Trump refused to sign it—
creating chaos
lTrump blamed Canada’s 
economic policies for the 
US refusal to sign
lThe row shows up splits in 
the Trump administration—
and its frictions with 
sections of US capital

Trump’s aims 
are the same as 
all G7 rulers—
protecting the 
powerful

‘‘ 

liberation. Their own involve-
ment in strikes, protests and 
new democratic forms ensures 
both the destruction of the old 
order and the change in peo-
ple’s consciousness.

This is the only way in which 
socialism can be what Marx 
called “the self-conscious, 
independent movement of the 
immense majority, in the inter-
est of the immense majority”.

A final way of adopting Marx 
but not understanding Marx is 
to dilute his message into a 
pallid series of reforms. Just 
before he was elected Labour 
leader, Jeremy Corbyn did an 
interview with Andrew Marr.

He was asked about his views 
on Marx. Corbyn brightly sug-
gested that everyone, includ-
ing a sceptical Marr, has a bit 
of Marx in them in the way they 
now understand the world. 

He then added, “Marx ana-
lysed what was happening in a 
quite brilliant way. The philoso-
phy around Marx is absolutely 
fascinating.”

Corbyn is right to say it is fas-
cinating, and has implications. 

He said, “Philosophy applies 
at all times. Do we then take 
that as a way in which we 
ensure people have reasonable 
security in their lives through 
public ownership of the major 
monopolies, then I think that is 
a fair point to look at.”

The reduction of Marx to 
the gradual renationalisation 
of the railways, the Royal Mail 
and the water industry is a pro-
cess that began in the 1890s in 
the German Labour-type party, 
the SPD.

Here Marx’s “revolution” 
was reduced and diluted until 
it became compatible with capi-
talism and nationalism. 

T
HIS d isastrous 
identification with 
the existing sys-
tem lay behind the 
SPD’s support for 
the German ruling 

class in the First World War, 
and then its bloody suppres-
sion of the German Revolution 
after the war.

Corbyn probably hasn’t read 
Marx’s works such as the Critique 
of the Gotha Programme, where 
Marx rails against the use of 
loose phrases such as “fairness” 
and “equality” because every 
class will represent such notions 
in their own way.

For capitalists they mean 
the right to own property and 
a wages system dominated 
by capital. For revolutionar-
ies they mean social control, 

workers’ power and the removal 
of ownership.

There have always been 
Marxists in the Labour Party, but 
Labour isn’t a Marxist party—as 
its leaders would agree. Does it 
matter? It’s not about whether 
Labour fits with Marx’s words, 
it’s important because Marx 
describes the reality of a capi-
talist society that has to be 
 overthrown, not reformed.

His writings on the state 
and revolution are essential to 
understanding the fate of Syriza 
in Greece or the Socialist Party 
in France.

Marx never lived to see the 
rise of mass reformist organi-
sations such as Labour. But his 
writings are crucial to under-
standing why they can’t bring 
about the changes we need and 
why we need revolutionary 
organisation.

AN ELECTION poster from 1909
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

PORTSMOUTH
Marx@200—The 
revolutionary ideas 
of Karl Marx
Wed 27 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Booklaunch—‘Kill 
all the Gentlemen’
Sat 30 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ  
Book launch with author 
Martin Empson

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
1968—The year the 
world caught fire
Wed 20 Jun, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
How can Palestine be free?
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Hope Lies With The Proles
Thu 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
Brighton,
BN1 1AF 
Book launch with author 
John Newsinger
BRISTOL
The threat of fascism 
in Europe
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
A Rebel’s Guide to Martin 
Luther King book launch
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CHESTERFIELD
Windrush—exposing 
the hypocrisy at the 
heart of ‘Britishness’
Thu 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
After the Irish referendum—
where next in the fight 
for abortion rights?
Thu 28 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Hythe Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
Colchester, CO1 2FG
COVENTRY
Trump, fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 27 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln, CV1 5RF

DERBY
Capitalism in crisis—is the 
long depression over?
Thu 28 Jun, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Climate change—can 
the planet be saved?
Tue 19 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Railway Hotel,
West St, 
DN1 3AA
EDINBURGH
The Windrush scandal and 
the fight against racist 
immigration controls
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

EXETER
Fascism—what it is 
and how to fight it
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,
Exeter,
EX4 3AH
HARLOW
How can Palestine be free?
Thu 28 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
Harlow,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
After the Irish vote—the 
fight for abortion rights
Wed 20 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

HULL
1968—The Fire Last Time
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
Hull,
HU6 7RZ
LONDON: CENTRAL
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Thu 21 Jun, 6.15pm, 
Room 235 UCL Foster 
Court Building,
Malet Place,
WC1E 6BT
LONDON: HARINGEY
Why we hate Mondays—
Marxism and Alienation
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Why does capitalism 
love plastic?
Wed 20 Jun, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Trump, fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre,
141 Greenwich High Rd,
SE10 8JA
LONDON: SOUTH
Windrush—exposing 
the hypocrisy at the 
heart of ‘Britishness’
Wed 20 Jun, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd, 
SW9 7PH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
The rise of the far right
Wed 20 Jun, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road, 
E3 5AT
LONDON: WEST
A Rebel’s Guide to Martin 
Luther King book launch
Thu 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush, 
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Fascism—what it is 
and how to fight it
Wed 20 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

NORWICH
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Thu 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
After the Irish vote: the 
fight for abortion rights
Wed 27 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,,
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Palestine, antisemitism 
and the Labour Party
Thu 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
SCARBOROUGH
You are what you eat? 
The politics of food
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Do we need violence to 
get social change?
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Trump, China and trade wars
Thu 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Trump, China and trade Wars
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
The crisis in homelessness 
and housing
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BIRMINGHAM
Birmingham Together 
against Trump
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,
B4 6AF 
DORSET SOCIALISTS
Britain’s dirty secret—
the truth about 
immigration detention
Sat 23 Jun, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ
NATIONAL 
Together Against 
Trump protest
Thu, July 12, 5.30pm,
Downing Street, 
SW1V 2
NATIONAL
Marxism 2018 
July 5 – July 8, 
Student Central
Malet Street, 
WC1E 7HY 
bit.ly/M18Timetable
OXFORD
Stand Up to Trump Rally
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 21 Jun, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP

GLASGOW
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
Wed 20 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, L1 3BT

NEWCASTLE
Thu 21 Jun, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

ROTHERHAM
Wed 27 Jun, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St, S60 2EY

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

TELFORD
Wed 20 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,TF1 1PY

One year on... 
Grenfell, a crime against the 
working class

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories that matter:  
socialistworker.co.uk

Get Whatsapp alerts from Socialist Worker
Download Whatsapp to your phone
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

Thousands took to the streets after the fire 

Socialist Worker  13 June 2018
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Aerial shots that give new 
perspectives of the world 
New attractions at the Towner Gallery in Eastbourne are incisive and 
engaging—but both make unsettling viewing, writes Janet Sang
THE TOWNER Gallery in Eastbourne 
is good at putting on exciting shows 
with a wide appeal. 

Exhibition At Altitude and film 
installation 5000 Feet is the Best, 
which have just opened, lives up to 
this reputation. 

The exhibition has lots to enjoy 
and engage with. 

It includes early aerial photo-
graphs, a 1970s film illustrating the 
scale of a human being in relation to 
the universe and continuous footage 
from an ascending weather balloon. 

There’s also a witty model of what 
might be the result of a meteorite 
landing on Buckingham Palace and 
one of Peter Lanyon’s wonderful 
paintings based on his gliding flights. 

All elevate us and offer the exhila-
ration of seeing the world differently. 

Part of that excitement is because 
we can imaginatively take the place 
of the camera, the pilot or the bal-
loonist, a place beyond our everyday 
reach. 

Unsettling
But this exhibition is unsettling in 
other ways. The work implicates the 
technologies involved and points 
to their development in the arms 
industry, imperialist wars and mass 
surveillance. 

Innocent delight and wonder is 
interrupted as we look. 

The breathtakingly beautiful film 
Shadow Sites 1 (2010) by Jannane 
Al-Ani, sweeps over what seems like 
an empty desert landscape in the 
Middle East. 

But all kinds of marks, scars, intru-
sions and traces come into view in 
the low sunlight. 

It’s a kind of archaeology—a dis-
cipline and practice with an impe-
rial past.  But here it’s used to 

investigate the landscape and chal-
lenge the widely-promoted myth that  
Israeli-occupied land is unpopulated. 

Mishka Henner also tries to 
uncover secrets. 

He has trawled through Google 
Earth and located many sites 
obscured by governments for mili-
tary, commercial or security reasons. 

Here he shows two screenshots 
from his Dutch Landscape (2011) 
series. 

Multi-coloured blots were used to 
cover the details of the site and inter-
rupt the familiar language of the sat-
ellite image.  

This work too is turning the tables 
as we can locate the ruling class’s 
secrets instead of them watching 
us, and have a laugh at their bizarre 
aesthetics.

Genius 
It’s a stroke of genius to show Omer 
Fast’s film alongside this exhibition. 

5000 Feet is the Best (2011) is a 
film about drone warfare and the 
pilots who operate the machines from 
a distance. 

Simulations, dream sequences 
and interviews with a former drone 
operator are woven together in the 

film and explore many of the themes 
touched on in the exhibition. The title 
refers to the optimum height for a US 
Air Force Predator drone. 

It sounds icily objective, in contrast 
to the chaos, death and destruction it 
metes out.
At Altitude  
An Arts Council Collection National 
Partner Exhibition 
With Omer Fast, 5000 Feet is the Best 
Towner Art Gallery,  
Devonshire Park, College Rd, 
Eastbourne BN21 4JJ.  
Free 
Both until 30 September 
townereastbourne.org.uk

MISHKA HENNER, Unknown Site, Noordwijk aan Zee, South Holland, 2011 

EXHIBITION
AFTERMATH
ART IN THE WAKE OF 
WORLD WAR ONE
Tate Britain  
Millbank. London, SW1. 
Until 23 September 
Tickets £15 with some 
concessions 
tate.org.uk

THIS EXHIBITION marking 
100 hundred years since 
the end of the First World 
War looks at how artists 
responded to the devastation 
it left behind.

It includes the work of the 
revolutionary German artist 
George Grosz. His works 
searingly depicted the horror 
and hypocrisy of the post 

war society in the Weimar 
Republic. His painting Grey 
Day is a portrait of class 
society. 

In the exhibition we also 
see how artists Hannah Hoch 
and Andre Masson developed 
new art forms Dada and 
Surrealism. 

Irish place names written in the occupiers’ language 
THEATRE
TRANSLATIONS
National Theatre, London 
Until 11 August

BRIAN FRIEL’S play 
Translations is set in 
Ireland in 1833 as a new 
phase of intensified British 
rule is beginning.

A rural school, teaching 
in Irish, is about to be 
replaced by a national 
education network—
teaching in English. 

And British soldiers 
are carrying out a major 
mapping exercise. This 

apparently innocuous 
and useful project is 
taking Irish place names 
and turning them into a 
version of English. 

Poll na gCaorach, 
becomes Poolkerry.

Hugh, who runs the 
local school, is the 
opposite of the racist 
stereotype of the “stupid 
Irish”. 

He’s fluent in Latin 
and Greek and knows the 
classics of literature.

It’s the British who are 
backward, not him.

Hugh’s son is an 
interpreter for the 

occupying army. Alongside 
him is an army lieutenant, 
Yolland, who falls in love 
with Ireland and with 
Maire, one of the rural 
school’s pupils.

There’s a brilliant scene 
where Yolland and Maire 
try to show their feelings 
although neither speaks 
more than a phrase of each 
other’s language.

This excellent production 
brings out the importance 
of language and the ways 
in which colonialism tries 
to crush its victims.

There’s a bit of a 
message that we can 

“reach across the divide” 
if only we communicate 
better—and the Maire 
and Yolland story has 
some of the features of a 
Romeo and Juliet whose 
love is thwarted by their 
uncomprehending tribes.

But near the end the 
brutality of imperialism 
is revealed as the 
British forces threaten 
horrendous reprisals for 
Irish resistance.

It’s a powerful piece of 
theatre.
Charlie Kimber
Box office: 020 7452 3000. 
Tickets start at £15JUDITH RODDY as Maire

Grey Day by George Grosz 
depicts class inequality
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TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  The Fire Last Time—
1968 and After 
Chris Harman

2  ‘Kill All the Gentlemen’ 
—Class Struggle and 
Change in the English 
Countryside 
Martin Empson 

3  For the Many—
Preparing Labour for 
Power 
Mike Phipps, Ken Loach and 
Jon Lansman  

4 Ten Myths about Israel
Ilan Pappe

5 May Made Me—An Oral 
History of the 1968 
Uprising in France
Mitchell Abidor

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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Battle to put UCU union back on track  
by SADIE ROBINSON 

AROUND 80 UCU union 
members from across 
Britain met in London last 
Saturday to discuss build-
ing struggles over pay and 
pensions—and transforming 
their union.

The meeting was called by 
UCU London region to debate 
where next after the union’s 
congress in Manchester last 
month. 

UCU general secretary 
Sally Hunt orchestrated 
three walkouts of union staff 
at the congress in response 
to motions that were critical 
of her. 

The disruption meant that 
motion 10, which called for 
Hunt to resign, and motion 
11, which aimed to censure 
her, were not heard.

Sean Vernell from City 
and Islington College and 
the union’s national execu-
tive committee said Hunt’s 
behaviour was about who 
controls the union. 

He said strikes in higher 
education this year over pen-
sions “saw the return of the 
rank and file”. 

“It let the genie of work-

ing class  struggle out of the 
bottle,” he said. “General 
secretaries don’t like it when 
things start getting out of 
control.

“They’re happier to lose 
several thousand members 
than allow the control to go 
to the rank and file.” 

The meeting reflected big 
changes in the union follow-
ing the university pensions 
strikes. Anne from Cam-
bridge university said her 
branch had “almost doubled” 
as a result of the action. 

Martin from Liverpool uni-

versity said the UCU branch 
committee there was usually 
ten people. “This week we 
elected a committee of 25,” 
he said.

Many workers stressed 
that activists on the left must 
campaign to make sure that 
battles over pay and pen-

sions go ahead. Margot from 
Croydon college said, “It’s 
only through action that 
we’re going to transform the 
union.”

Lesley from Leeds univer-
sity said “the rank and file is 
the key”. But she added that 
activists should also think 

about “the elected bodies” 
of the union. “Those struc-
tures are an impediment if 
we don’t use them,” she said.

Nita Sanghera, new vice 
president of the UCU, told 
Socialist Worker, “Members 
have campaigns on pay, pen-
sions, anti-casualisation and 

equality.  However parallel to 
this we must also battle for 
the democracy of our union.”

The meeting voted to ask 
branches to pass motions 
calling for the conference 
motions 10 and 11 to be 
heard. Workers also decided 
to collate questions to Hunt 
and publish them on the Our 
UCU website. 

Organise 
And activists called a lobby 
of the union’s next national 
executive committee meeting 
on Friday 22 June. 

In higher education, activ-
ists are organising to get as 
many people as possible to 
register for a Special Higher 
Education Sector conference 
on 21 June. In further educa-
tion, workers are building a 
national activist meeting on 
pay on 29 June.

The meeting showed the 
potential to build a bigger 
left in the union. As Nita said, 
“Time and time again the 
general secretary has acqui-
esced to employers’ demands. 

“This time it is too much 
for new members and a 
 re-energised union to accept.”
All those quoted speak 
in a personal capacity 

UCU UNION members discuss how to democratise their union Picture: ucu London region

BACK STORY
UCU union leader  
Sally Hunt is facing a  
re-energised rank and file 
lShe orchestrated three 
walkouts by union staff at 
the national congress in 
Manchester last month
lShe wanted to stop 
motions that called for her 
resignation and censure 
over her handling of a 
pensions dispute 
lBut around half the 
delegates continued 
proceedings anyway
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Tories’ poisonous plan  
for Heathrow expansion
As the government has given the go ahead for a third runway at Heathrow 
airport, Sarah Bates examines the dangerous environmental and social cost 

 RESIDENTS of west London 
face a “tsunami of noise” fol-

lowing cabinet approval from the 
Tories to expand Heathrow Airport.

The plan will rip apart commu-
nities, and leave a legacy of pollu-
tion and the prospect of living in a  
construction zone for those left 
behind.

It will mean more of the emissions 
that drive climate change globally.

It’s a huge project, costing at least 
£14 billion and almost 20 years in the 
making.

Heathrow—already the world’s 
busiest airport—will see 26,000 more 
flights a year.

Heathrow bosses say we need 
more capacity because of the rise in 
flight numbers.

But it’s not working people going 
on holiday or visiting relatives that 
are behind the pressure on flights.

Three quarters of international pas-
sengers at Britain’s biggest  airports 
travel for leisure, and they are dis-
proportionately rich.

At Heathrow their average income 
is over £57,000.

Just 15 percent of people in Britain 
take 70 percent of flights.

The damage caused by the airport 
means that for as long as there have 
been whisperings of Heathrow expan-
sion, there has been a campaign to 
stop it.

Decades
Resident groups and climate activists 
have fought expansion for almost two 
decades.

S h a d o w  c h a n c e l l o r  J o h n 
McDonnell has long opposed the 
plans—Heathrow sits inside his 
Hayes and Harlington constituency. 

Four councils under Heathrow’s 

flight path have spent £350,000 in 
an attempt to stop the third runway. 

And it’s likely local authorities 
will team up with campaign group 
Greenpeace to fight it through the 
courts.

Three villages currently sit on the 
proposed site for the new runway. So 
does the M25.

The plan is to tear down 900 homes 
and build a tunnel for the motorway 
under the runway.

Alongside concerns about the 

environmental impact, there are fears  
ordinary people could end up paying 
the bills.

It’s a huge undertaking for private 
finance, and the collapse of outsourc-
ing giant Carillion show the perils of 
private companies running big infra-
structure projects.

The biggest trade unions back the 
third runway as they want the thou-
sands of jobs it would create.

But opposition to Heathrow expan-
sion is a working class issue. Ordinary 

people will be hit by the demolitions 
and by climate change and environ-
mental damage. 

Unions should fight for the crea-
tion of jobs in the public sector and 
in green energy and transport rather 
than boosting industries that fill our 
skies with pollution and tear people 
out of their homes.

With construction unlikely to start 
for another three years, there is still 
time to stop the plans and fight for 
an alternative.

A PLANE comes into land at Heathrow airport passing houses in West London

More trains, fewer planes
ONE ALTERNATIVE to more 
runways for domestic flights 

is a better rail network.
But the proposed  

high-speed HS2 is likely to be 
so expensive it will be priced 
out of most people’s reach.

And the travel chaos on much 
of Britain’s railways shows 
what a sham privatisation is. 

Rail fat cats are unable 
to even operate timetable 
changes, much less build 
a quality rail system.

In May transport 
secretary Chris Grayling 
bailed out the 
failing Virgin 
East Coast rail 
franchise. 

The route 

is now under public ownership.
But instead of letting  

private companies cash out 
when they fail to turn a profit, 
all elements of the transport 
system should be brought 
into public ownership.

This would mean airports 
would be organised in a way that 
benefited the majority of  

people. 
Under the current system, 

airlines will charter flights 
they know won’t be popular. 

They just want to  
stake their claim 

in the market.
This means planes 

taxi off the runway half 
empty—but polluting 
the skies all the same.

Runway ‘not a done deal’
JOHN STEWART is chair of 
campaign group Hacan which has 
been fighting Heathrow expansion 
for 18 years. He told Socialist 
Worker the development plan is 
the result of “a company that is too 
big to fail”.

He said, “It’s entirely owned by 
banks and hedge funds who are 
fundamentally pursuing this deal 
for their own profits. 

“They’ve got powers that most 
private companies don’t have, like 
the ability to buy people’s homes 
without the consent of the owner.” 

Campaigners are uncertain about 
whether the Tories will be able to 
pull off a project on the scale of the 
runway.  “This government, and 

transport secretary Chris Grayling in 
particular, are so incompetent there 
are real questions about whether 
they can deliver it”, John explained.

And campaigners remain 
determined to stop the runway. 
“It’s not yet a done deal”, said 
John. 

“I wouldn’t be at all 
surprised to see people 
on the streets, either 
in a conventional 
demonstration or in 
direct action.

“Expansion is bad 
news for residents, 
and bad news for the 
enviroment and we’ll 
continue our campaign.”

Emmisions 
going sky high  

 THE Climate 
Change Act requires 

carbon emissions  
to be cut by at least  
80 percent from 1990 
levels by 2050.

But industry bodies 
predict the third runway 
will make carbon 
emissions 15 percent 
higher than the target.

Airport bosses insist 
that development in 
aviation technologies 
will make airports 
more environmentally 
sustainable. 

They say lighter and 
more energy efficient 
planes would mean a cut 
in carbon emissions.

But that hasn’t 
happened yet. 

Already illegal 
nitrogen levels

 AIR around 
Heathrow is already 

so polluted it’s above the 
legal limit for nitrogen 
pollution and an extra 
700 planes a day will 
make this worse.

It’s not just planes 
that cause pollution but 
road traffic as well—
passenger vehicles 
and lorries carrying air 
freight also contribute.

Air pollution 
contributes to a host 
of medical conditions 
including lung cancer, 
heart disease and 
damage to the brain, 
kidneys and liver.

Tory hypocrisy 
won’t help

 SOME high-profile 
Tory MPs whose 

constituencies are under 
the Heathrow flight path 
oppose the project.

Boris Johnson 
promised to “lie down in 
front of the bulldozers” 
to stop construction of 
the runway. 

And Zac Goldsmith 
quit as a Tory MP over 
the airport expansion, 
forcing a by-election and 
losing.  

But he stood again in 
the general election in 
2017. 

Don’t rely 
on them to 
stop it. 

Chris Grayling Boris Johnson

Socialist Worker  13 June 2018
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IN BRIEF 

Fracking protest 
defies injunction
DOZENS OF trade union 
activists joined anti-fracking 
campaigners last Saturday 
at the Preston New Road 
fracking site in Lancashire.

There were delegations 
from the PCS, NEU, Unite 
and TSSA unions, alongside 
socialists and environmental 
campaigners. 

Preston New Road has 
been a key battleground for 
fracking companies and the 
anti-fracking movement. 

Demonstrators defied 
an injunction obtained by 
fracking firm Cuadrilla and 
marched down to the main 
gates of a site chanting, 
“Frack free Lancashire, frack 
free everywhere.”
Sarah Ensor

Strike for dignity at 
University of London
OUTSOURCED workers at the 
University of London struck 
on Wednesday of last week. 

They receive worse 
pensions, holiday pay, sick pay, 
and maternity and paternity 
pay than those directly 
employed by the university.

Management has been 
forced to review its facilities 
management contract after 
a strong campaign involving 
strikes by the workers’ 
Independent Workers of Great 
Britain union. 

University of London 
cleaner Margarita Cunalata 
said, “We will continue 
fighting until we are made 
direct employees and treated 
with the dignity we deserve.”

Tube strikes called 
off after new moves
STRIKES ON the Jubilee and 
District lines on the London 
Underground set for last 
week were called off at the 
last minute, following talks at 
arbitration service Acas. 

RMT union members on 
the Jubilee line are fighting 
a new timetable that would 
affect weekend working.

And Aslef union members 
on the District Line are 
part of a separate dispute 
over rostering and working 
procedures. 

Action needed on 
sexual harassment
A THIRD of women workers 
have faced sexual harassment 
in the workplace according to 
a new survey of 7,000 people 
carried out by the Prospect 
union. The figure goes up to 
almost two thirds for people 
under 30. 

Of the reported sexual 
harassment, 27 percent of 
incidents involved “suggestive 
remarks” and 17 percent 
included “unwelcome 
behaviour of a sexual nature.”

One woman said when she 
complained she was “made to 
feel like I was to blame by the 
investigating officer”. Another 
respondent said, “I lost a 
job after bringing up sexual 
harassment from a manager.” 

 ‘I am excited to build 
for this strike ballot’
CIVIL SERVICE workers begin 
a ballot for national strikes 
next Monday, and PCS union 
activists are organising to 
win a thumping Yes vote.

Pete Edwards, a PCS 
rep in Cardiff, reports, “I’m 
tremendously excited about 
building the strike ballot. 

“I’ve been emailing all the 
members I have contacts for 
across the region, and next 
week I’ll be going around each 
desk in my office with another 
rep who recently joined.

“We’ll be talking to each 
member about the importance 
of voting and striking, and we 
hope to recruit in the process.

“After PCS conference this 
year, a group of reps decided 
to form a town committee. 
We had our first meeting on 
Thursday and decided to go for 
a public rally to pull together 
members from all the major 
PCS workplaces in Cardiff. 

“We want to give those who 
come along a sense of being 
part of a big fight against the 
Tories.”

PCS is pushing for a 
5 percent increase this 
year. The government is 
sticking to the 1 percent 
pay cap even though it has 
removed it for some other 

public sector groups. Pete 
Jackson, Birmingham town 
committee convenor (pc), said, 
“Birmingham town committee 
met last week to launch our pay 
ballot campaign.

“Kevin McHugh, PCS deputy 
president, opened the meeting. 
Speakers from the CWU and 
UCU unions outlined how their 
strike ballots had smashed the 
50 percent threshold.

“The 17 reps present covered 
the main departments and the 
biggest offices in the city. We 

have a daily plan for targeting 
the biggest workplaces in the 
first week of the ballot. 

“This week the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
announced is it delaying the 
pay rise in July which is part of 
the four-year Employee Deal. 

“This has caused outrage 
across the biggest department 
in the civil service.”

The ballot closes on 23 July. 
A big vote, and hard-hitting 
strikes, will be a boost to 
everyone fighting the Tories.

OVER 200 people joined a march for the NHS in Oxford on Saturday demanding action over the 
staffing crisis in Oxfordshire’s NHS, and opposition to cuts and privatisation. Its vacancy rate is 
twice the national average. Over £236 was collected for Wigan health strikers.     Picture: Julie SimmonS

Three networks are set for 
action in fight for rail safety

SAVE THE NHS

STAND UP TO RACISM

Scarborough victory over a far right gig
SCARBOROUGH Spa’s 
management was forced to 
cancel a Sargon of Akkad 
(Carl Benjamin) show  
following a campaign by 
Scarborough Stand Up To 
Racism. 

It was supported by 
Labour and Green Party 
councillors and members, 

trade unionists and other 
anti-racists. 

Benjamin, who had been 
due to appear at the venue 
on 16 June, is a mouthpiece 
for the far right. 

“The far right is trying to 
regroup under the banner 
of free speech,” said Labour 
councillor Rob Barnett. 

“Scarborough Spa is to be 
congratulated for refusing to 
allow its stage to be used as 
a tool in that campaign.”

Benjamin spoke at the 
rally in Whitehall in London 
on 6 May called by former 
English Defence League 
leader Tommy Robinson.
Kim Hunter

RAIL WORKERS 

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 

THE PCS is pushing for strikes

 College battle wins payout  
UCU UNION members at 
Capital City College Group 
have suspended action after 
accepting a pay offer. The 
group includes City and 
Islington College, Westminster 
Kingsway and the College 
of Haringey, Enfield and 
North East London.

The deal doesn’t include a 
pay rise. But it gives workers 
a one-off £500 payment and 
promises workers no loss of pay 
for three of their strike days.

It also includes a 
fractionalisation agreement that 
will see 45 hourly-paid lecturers 
offered permanent jobs before 
the new academic term.

The UCU is now conducting 
a national consultative 

ballot of members in higher 
education (HE) over pay. 

The ballot ends on 27 June.
HE members have been 

offered 2 percent—the union is 
urging workers to reject it.

nUCU UNION members at 
Hull College Group were set 
to begin a five-day strike 
from Monday of next week. 
They plan a further two-day 
strike from Tuesday 26 June.

Workers struck for three 
days in May against bosses’ 
plans to slash 231 full time 
equivalent jobs across the 
college group’s three sites. 

The union said this 
amounts to a third of the 
workforce.

EDUCATION

RESTAURANT WORKERS

A FRESH wave of strikes are 
set to sweep parts of the 
rail network in June, with 
three networks walking 
out in coordinated action. 

Bosses want to bring 
in driver only operation 
(DOO) trains. This 
attacks jobs and safety. 

RMT union members 
on Greater Anglia will 
strike on 16 and 23 June, 
and they’ll be joined 
by Northern strikers on 
19, 21 and 23 June.

Workers on South 

Western are set to strike 
on 21 and 23 June. 

This marks a return to 
the coordinated action 
which saw six networks 
strike together. 

The action comes when 
rail fat cats are under fire 
for bringing in timetable 
changes that have resulted 
in thousands of trains being 
cancelled or delayed. 

The Tories and bosses 
are determined to roll 
out DOO—and only solid 
strikes will stop them.

WORKERS AT TGI Fridays 
delivered a letter to the 
business minister Greg Clark 
on Tuesday. 

They are demanding the 
government take action 
over companies using card 
service charges to avoid 
paying workers properly.

The workers held another 
day of strikes last Friday in 
their bid to get back  
40 percent of their tips. 

To save the firm money, 
management transferred 
these to kitchen staff with 
just two days’ notice.

Two stores, in Milton 
Keynes and Covent Garden, 
London, have been out for 
every Friday for four weeks. 

Another two, in 
Manchester and Piccadilly 
Circus, have been out for 
every Friday for three weeks.

In Manchester Labour 
MPs Kate Green and Lucy 
Powell joined the picket 
lines, and mayor of Greater 
Manchester Andy Burnham 
sent a message of support to 
strikers. 

Workers are clear that 
they want the dispute to be 
about more than just tips.

Unite union has to 
fight for unity among all 
TGI Fridays workers and 
demands for a living wage 
and equal share of tips could 
help. 

The letter handed to 
the business minister by 
workers also demanded 
the government publish its 
report on the tipping system, 
which is almost two years 
overdue. 

It finished its consultation 
on 27 June 2016.

The guards’ battle continues                                             Picture: Guy Smallman
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HOUSING WORKERS 

Strikers feel strong 
fighting for fair pay 
by SARAH BATES 

WO R K E R S  AT  Towe r 
H a m l e t s  C o m m u n i t y 
Housing (THCH) began 
the second week of their  
two- week strike on Monday.

The Unison union mem-
bers in the east London 
borough are fighting attacks 
on their pay. Strikers have 
held big picket lines out-
side THCH offices and have 
leafletted estates, building 
support among residents.

Until April workers were 
paid according to the NJC 
local government pay scales—
but now bosses have started 
paying them “market rates”.

This will mean a private 
consultancy firm decides 
workers’ pay—with no trans-
parency about the process 
or guarantees about pay 
progression.

Salma, a THCH leasehold 
officer, said she is striking 
because the changes “are not 
what I signed up for”.

“I moved to the public 
sector,” she said. “But now 
this is becoming more like 
the private sector.”

Tower Hamlets council set 
up THCH in 2000 to manage 
the transfer of its housing 
stock. 

Unison branch secretary 
John McLoughlin told a 
picket line rally, “The housing 

association is acting more like 
a private company.”

Mark Truman has worked 
at THCH for 12 years. He 
told Socialist Worker, “In all 
my time here we’ve never 
had a strike talked about 
whatsoever.

“It’s not just us seeing 
changes, it’s the residents too. 
Repairs aren’t happening, 
and tenants can’t commu-
nicate with the office.” The 

dispute involves all THCH 
workers, including estate 
cleaners, office and admin 
workers and housing officers. 

Bosses have tried to divide 
workers by offering estate 
cleaners a pay rise.

But strikers are resolved 
to stay united. Mark said, 
“We’ve had 20 people out on 
strike, and we haven’t lost 
anyone in the course of it.”

Many are first-time strikers. 

Salma said, “It’s a fantastic 
way to remind people you can 
stand for what you believe in.”

Bin workers are refus-
ing to empty bins on the 
estates, and a public meet-
ing has been planned. There 
is reported “chaos” inside 
THCH offices, and pressure 
is mounting on the bosses. 
lSend messages of support 
to john.mcloughlin@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

EDUCATION

How to fight academies
TEACHERS, parents, 
campaigners and others 
will meet in London this 
Saturday to discuss the 
battle against academies. 

It comes after a rise in 
the number of strikes and 
campaigns to stop schools 
being turned into privately-
run academies.

In Newham, bosses 
retreated on a plan to 
turn Avenue school into 
an academy after several 
strikes and a mass 
campaign. Governors at 
other schools in the east 
London borough, including 
Keir Hardie, voted not to go 
ahead with academisation. 

Not every battle has 
won. Cumberland School in 
Newham went ahead with 
academisation, despite 
strikes. But even where 
schools do convert, the 

battles continue. In Brent, 
north west London, NEU 
union members at The 
Village School staged  
12 strikes against a plan to 
put the school into a Multi 
Academy Trust. 

The academy is going 
ahead. But workers have 
won a series of written 
promises about their 
terms and conditions after 
threatening further strikes.

The Anti Academies 
Alliance meeting will 
discuss how to intensify the 
battle to stop academies 
—and to bring schools that 
have converted back into 
local authority control.
lMore on socialistworker.co.uk 
Campaigning Against 
Academisation Sat 16 June, 
1-5pm, The Wesley Euston 
Hotel & Conference Venue, 
London NW1 2EZ

RESOLVE ON the Tower Hamlets housing workers’ picket lines Picture: Guy Smallman

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Care workers won’t shift 
under bosses’ pressure  
WORKERS AT seven care 
homes in Bath and North East 
Somerset struck over pay on 
Wednesday of last week.

The Unison union members 
are planning to strike for two 
hours every other day for the 
rest of June.

Bosses at Sirona Care and 
Health want to change their 
shifts—meaning workers could 
lose up to £1,200 pay a year.

Scandalously, management 
want workers to accept a pay 
cut equivalent to 30 minutes 
per shift.

The other option is to 
accrue a 30 minute “debt”, 
which workers would have to 
work for free at a later date.

John Drake, Unison South 

West organiser, blasted Sirona 
bosses for trying to implement 
a “frankly Victorian system”.

“The more they work, the 
more time they owe back to 
their employer,” he said.

“The care system relies on 
workers’ willingness to go the 
extra mile, but this is a step 
too far.

“We don’t want our relatives 
looked after on the cheap, 
yet that is what Sirona and 
Bath and North East Somerset 
council are doing.”

Care services used to be run 
by the council. 

They should be taken back 
in house and funded properly, 
meaning decent wages and 
quality care. 

FIGHTING OVER pay and shift changes in Somerset  

Birmingham home carers 
could return to picket lines
HOME CARE workers in 
Birmingham could launch a 
fresh wave of strikes in their 
fight to halt the imposition 
of harsh new shift patterns.

The Unison union is 
urging workers to vote yes to 
further industrial action in a 
ballot that was due to end on 
Thursday of this week. 

Workers in the council’s 
home enablement team 
struck in January, February 
and March.

They are fighting the 
Labour-run council’s 
redundancy plans and new 
rotas that would see them 
work three split shifts in 
one day. This would mean 
effectively working for  
16 hours but only being paid 
for 11.

Workers are fighting for 
self rostering for teams, 

which would allow for 
genuinely flexible working. 

Caroline Johnson is 
Unison Birmingham branch 
secretary. “A self-roster 
system can accommodate 
those of you that need to 
work flexibly due to caring 
commitments and give all 
staff a work life balance,” 
she said.

Alongside calls for self 
rostering, the new ballot 
includes wider demands 
than the initial one. 

The ballot calls for the 
service to remain in-house 
and for no reduction to the 
minimum appointment time 
of 30 minutes.
lSend messages of support to 
info@birminghamunison.co.uk  
Make cheques payable to 
Birmingham Unison and make 
clear it’s for the hardship fund. 

CARE WORKERS 

BIN WORKERS in West 
Yorkshire have voted to 
reinstate their strikes after 
bosses reneged on an 
agreement reached at the 
Acas conciliation service. 

Kirklees council had 
promised to stop the refuse 

service manager from 
being involved in day to day 
operations.

Workers voted to strike for a 
week from midnight on Sunday 
1 July.
Nick Ruff, Kirklees Unison 
branch chair (pc) 

BIN WORKERS 

BIRMINGHAM 

Excellent Springfield strike 
PARENTS AND teachers 
at Springfield School in 
Birmingham stood together on 
the picket line last Thursday 
against plans to make 
overworked teachers take on 
even more work. 

It marked the final day of 
a three-day strike by the NEU 

union members. They plan 
to continue three-day strikes 
throughout the summer term. 

The staff restructuring 
would damage the education 
of children, who have already 
suffered as a result of losses of 
support staff .
Brenda Batts 

EIS UNION CONFERENCE 

Demand for 10% pay rise   
Hundreds of teachers rallied 
in Dundee last Saturday 
demanding that the Scottish 
government and local councils 
stump up the money for a  
10 percent pay rise.

Most were delegates to the 
EIS Scottish teaching union 
conference where pay was the 
key issue.

EIS has rejected the bosses’ 

below-inflation pay offer of 
2 percent for the majority of 
teachers.

EIS general secretary Larry 
Flanagan pledged that the 
union is “in it to win it”. 

The union also became 
the latest union to affiliate 
to the Stand Up To Racism 
campaign with the full backing 
of delegates.

mailto:john.mcloughlin@towerhamlets.gov.uk
mailto:john.mcloughlin@towerhamlets.gov.uk
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 STOP TRUMP’S  
 MIGRANT RAIDS
EVERY  WEEK  b r i ngs 
another reason to take to 
the streets against Donald 
Trump when he comes to 
Britain on 13 July. 

Earlier this year 4 percent 
of people told a survey they 
would definitely protest if 
Trump came to Britain. That 
comes to about two million 
people. Another 7 percent 
said they would consider 
joining a protest. 

Now the fight is on to 
make sure the turnout is as 
big as possible. 

Trump’s agenda around 
immigration is becoming 
clearer. 

And there are signs that 
the resistance to it is growing.

The fallout from the  big-
gest immigration raid in a 
decade caused chaos and 
confusion in the US state of 
Tennessee.

Processing 
Some 97 people working at 
the Southeastern Provision 
meat processing factory in 
the town of Bean Station 
were arrested by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(Ice) agents.

The plant’s owners, alleged 

to pay below the minimum 
wage, were not arrested.

Many of the workers did 
not live in Bean Station, but 
in Morristown, ten miles to 
the south, with its larger pop-
ulation of 30,000 people. 

The day after the raid some 
550 children did not attend 

school in Morristown, proba-
bly out of fear and confusion. 

But the town has rallied 
in support of the families of 
those detained. 

Almost £40,000 has been 
raised for them and dona-
tions have streamed in to 
churches where they are 

being organised. On top of 
the Bean Station raid, last 
Tuesday another 114 people 
were arrested at two plant 
nurseries in the state of Ohio. 
It left 50 children without a 
parent.  

And one state department 
representative compared the 

people arrested with bank 
robbers.

“Let’s say someone has 
three kids and robs a bank. 
When they get arrested they’d 
be separated from their chil-
dren,” Devin O’Malley said.

In response a relative of 
one of those arrested said, 

“Yes, she did come here ille-
gally to make a better future 
for her kids—however, she 
was working under her real 
name and files taxes every 
year.”

Senators have been denied 
access to immigration deten-
tion centres, raising serious 
questions about the con-
ditions people are being  
held in.

Criminalise
Some 1,600 people are set to 
be transferred to federal pris-
ons by Ice as part of Trump’s 
“zero tolerance” drive to 
criminalise migrants. 

The far right in the US 
will gain confidence from 
Trump’s raids. 

And the far right in Britain 
will gain confidence from his 
visit. 

Theresa May’s invitation is 
an endorsement of Trump’s 
brutal immigration policies. 

There needs to be mass 
protests against Trump, and 
against the people who feed 
off the hatred he spreads 
through society.
Together Against Trump national 
demo, 13 July, 2pm, Portland 
Place, London W1A 1AA

ORGANISING AGAINST raids in Morristown                                                               Picture: tennessee immigrant and refugee rights coalition

HEALTH CARE

Bedside robots are no replacement for NHS funding and human workforce
SEVENTY YEARS since 
it was founded, the 
NHS is in crisis.

Health bosses 
announced another  
cost-cutting scheme to 
deal with the growing 
pressures on the NHS 
last week—“care bots” to 
replace trained medics.

A report, due to be 
published on 19 June,  
will call for “full 
automation” of health and 
social care services. 

Bedside robots will 
supposedly free up  
hard-pressed health 
workers to care for 
patients more effectively. 

The proposals are part 
of a growing desire by 

health and social care 
bosses to introduce 
artificial intelligence (AI). 

Any new technology 
that advances patient 
care and health workers’ 
ability to deliver it should 
be publicly funded and 
developed.

But Maggie Boden, 
professor of Cognitive 
Science, warned last 
month that replacing 
humans with robots was 
“emotionally dangerous” 
in social care services. 

“I suggest that the 
machine wouldn’t 
understand what we 
mean by a best friend, or 
loyalty,” she said.

The real problems in 

the NHS won’t be dealt 
with unless the root 
causes of its growing 
crisis. 

Years of Tory cuts and 
privatisation have put 
the NHS into a critical 
condition as it approaches 
the 70th anniversary of its 
founding on 5 July.

Refused
This is made worse by 
racism. More than 2,300 
doctors have been refused 
work visas just in the last 
five months.

Labour has announced 
plans for more health 
funding and to make 
the NHS the “preferred 
provider” of health 

services. But saving 
the NHS means going 
further—scrapping the 
money-wasting “internal 
market” and fully 
renationalising health and 
social care services. 

That’s why it is right to 
fight for the NHS now, not 
wait for the next general 
election in the hope of a 
Labour government. 

Every trade unionist, 
every health campaigner 
and everyone concerned 
about the NHS should 
join the NHS@70 
demonstration in central 
London on 30 June.
NHS@70 demo, 30 June, 12 
noon, Portland Place, London 
W1A 1AAReplacing humans with robots is “emotionally dangerous”
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