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Asylum charity 
worker speaks 
out on scandal 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

HUNDREDS OF asylum 
seekers have been threat-
ened with being thrown onto 
the streets of Glasgow as a 
result of racist immigration 
rules.

The Serco Group threatened 
on Monday to issue “lock 
change notices” to around 
300 refugees whose asylum 
claims have been rejected.

The outsourcing giant runs 
the housing on a contract 
from Tory Sajid Javid’s Home 
Office. It said it would carry 
out the changes as early as 
Monday of next week.

Robina Qureshi is director 
of refugee homelessness 
charity Positive Action in 
Housing, which has been 
helping the families. She told 

Socialist Worker that Serco’s 
threats had left the residents 
“afraid to leave the house”.

The plans have been met 
with outrage. A protest against 
the threat was set to take 
place in Glasgow on Tuesday 
of this week. And Tory home 
secretary Sajid Javid was 
under pressure to step in.

But Serco bosses insisted 
they wouldn’t back down. 
An email from a senior Serco 
manager said the company 
was “now consistently 
accommodating approximately 
250-300 former asylum 
seekers who have received 
a negative decision”.

And the email complained 
that Serco—which 
reported £69.8 million

>>continued on page 3

Robina Qureshi
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l POLICE FIREARMS operations 
rose 19 percent in the last year.

Forces in England and Wales 
carried out 18,746 armed 
operations in 2017/18.

Officers opened fire 12 times. 
The number of authorised  
firearms officers in England 
and Wales had increased to 
6,459, a rise of 181 jobs.

Tories are stockpiling fear and 
confusion in their Brexit crisis
BREXIT FEVER is grip-
p i n g  t h e  c o r r i d o r s 
o f  Wes t m i n s te r — t h e 
l a t e s t  s y m p t o m  i s 
p o t e n t i a l  s h o r t a ge s  
of essential supplies. 

From food to blood and 
medicine, ministers are argu-
ing for stockpiling goods.

Apparently the Tories are 
planning for three Brexit 
scenarios, according to the 
Sunday Times newspaper. 
“In the second scenario, 
not even the worst, the port 
of Dover will collapse on 
day one,” a source told the 
newspaper.

So much for a measured 
approach. Why Dover would 
collapse was apparently not 
explained. 

Vague stories about more 
border checks after Brexit 
were circulated as evidence. 

“The supermarkets in 
Cornwall and Scotland will 

run out of food within a 
couple of days,” said the 
Sunday Times’s source. “At 
the end of week two we 
would be running out of 
petrol as well.”

Last week Brexit secre-
tary Dominic Raab told the 
parliamentary committee 
that, “It would be wrong to 

describe it as the govern-
ment doing stockpiling”.

The implication is the gov-
ernment expects bosses to do 
this.

“There simply isn’t any 
spare slack in the supply 
chain to do this,” said one 
boss in response. 

J ames  Ba l l  o f  T h e 

Guardian newspaper joined 
the bosses’ frenzied chorus. 
“Anyone knowing the very 
basics of food production… 
would know just how diffi-
cult it would be for industry 
to stockpile food,” he wrote.

But this isn’t a debate 
a b o u t  j u s t - i n - t i m e 
production.

Ports will not shut down 
after a “no-deal” Brexit. 
Bosses still want access 
to British markets—their 
Joint Customs Consultative 
Committee (JCCC) has pro-
posed measures to limit the 
impact of increased border 
checks on trade.

The food will make it 
here—the real debate is over 
who foots the bill for Brexit. 
That extends to the impor-
tation of food, medicine or 
anything else. Neither the 
Tories nor business want to 
pay more.  

lCHILD POVERTY rose last 
year as the incomes of 

Britain’s poorest 30 percent of 
families fell, a study shows. 

The Resolution Foundation says the 
lowest paid are now between £50 and 
£150 a year worse off. It said benefit 
cuts that hit low income families, 
including tax credits, have driven a 
3 percent increase in child poverty.

Is there a serial art 
thief in parliament?
MORE THAN 220 
works of art have 
gone missing from the 
parliamentary collection.

A huge haul of 
paintings, etchings and 
prints are unaccounted for. 
Authorities at the House 
blame database errors, 
but don’t know whether 
they have been stolen.

There are some 9,000 
works of art in the 
parliamentary 
collection—
which started 
to be assembled 
in 1841.

The works 
recorded as 
“missing” include 
a wartime oil 
painting by 
William John 

MacLeod titled Burning 
of the Debating Chamber 
from Star Chamber Court

There are more than 
6,000 paintings and prints, 
hundreds of busts, statues, 
tapestries and mosaics.

The total value of the 
collection is thought to 
be well over £10 million. 

More than 80 percent 
are on show on the 
Westminster estate, 

with the rest 
supposedly 
in storage. 

But according 
to the information 
disclosed by 
Parliamentary 
authorities 
224 works are 
recorded  as 
“missing”.

Having to spend £900 
more than we have 
HARD-UP families 
are spending more 
than they earn for 
the first time since 
the days of Margaret 
Thatcher, official 
figures show today.

The Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) said 
the average household 
spent or invested £900 
more than they received 
in income last year.

The last time 
household outgoings 
outstripped incomes for a 
whole year was in 1988. 

Phil Andrew of the 
debt charity StepChange 
said it was not a case 
of families “living 
beyond their means”.

“The reality is that too 
many 

households, here in 
Britain, in 2018, simply 
cannot make ends 
meet, however hard 
they try,” he said.

“Not having enough 
money to make ends 
meet is not the same 
thing as living beyond 
your means—which 
implies you have a 
choice, when too many 
people do not.”

The ONS said 
households took out 
nearly £80 billion in 
loans last year, the 
highest in a decade.

Millionaire 
offers no pay
AN ARISTOCRAT said to 
be worth £125 million has 
upset actors by asking 
them to work for free at a 
£20 per head event at his 
glorious stately home.

The 11th Duke of 
Rutland David Manners 
has advertised for 
“volunteer performers” to  
come to Belvoir Castle in 
Leicestershire to entertain 
paying visitors dressed as 
royalty and witches.

Thespians must have 
“experience of acting or 
characterisation skills” 
and “flexible and able to 
work different hours each 
week”, an online advert 
says.

Crucially it appears 
the actors will not get a 
wage even though people 
watching them will pay up 
to £20 each to see them 
perform. 

Child poverty is on the rise

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘You Betcha!’
News UK CEO Rebekah Brooks 
in 2016 promising success for 
the Sun newspaper’s online 
gambling website Sun Bets

‘Withdraw your 
funds now’
Message to punters on Sun 
Bets after it folded last month

‘Shameful 
treatment of a 
white, working 
class woman 
Cllr... stop your 
bullying.’
Labour MP Neil Coyle 
complains about democratic 
votes in the Labour Party

‘Why does 
Seacroft Tesco 
have no pies left?’
Coyle attempting to bully 
and body shame Labour 
MP Richard Burgon, whose 
constituency the shop is in

‘My wife is 
Japanese’
Tory foreign minister Jeremy 
Hunt displays a sound grasp 
of the facts on an official trip 
to China

‘My wife is 
Chinese, sorry’
Hunt’s grip on reality looks 
less strong and stable

‘It cost me 
everything’
US comedian Roseanne Barr 
on how racist tweets ruined 
her career. She claims she 
is not racist, but tweets in 
support of jailed Nazi  
Tommy Robinson
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DOMINIC RAAB

A gated 
community 
A millionaire landowner 
has told a group of 
residents they must 
pay him up to £5,000 
to access their own 
driveways.

Rolls Royce-driving 
millionaire Ian Jones—
who owns Rhos-on-Sea 
Golf Club in Llandudno, 
north Wales—purchased 
the track behind a row of 
cottages in Penrhynside 
last April.

He then sent letters to 
all 14 households asking 
them for £350 each.

One householder, who 
did not want to be named, 
said, “This is a very 
upsetting situation for all 
of us.

“We are concerned 
about emergency services 
not being able to get to 
us.”

KNOW YOUR 
ENEMY
No. 3,770 
Kit Malthouse
lThe Tories’ eighth 
housing minister since 
2010
lFormerly of the 
Department of Work and 
Pensions
lAdmitted making life 
“uncomfortable” for 
homeless people

One of the pictures 
in question Living standards plummeted under Thatcher



Refugees 
eviction 
threat
>>>From page one
profit for 2017—was housing 
refugees “at our own 
expense”.

Robina said, “They are 
the landlord—how dare they 
comment on people’s right to 
remain in the country? 

But she added that the 
refugees were only put in 
such a vulnerable position by 
asylum rules.

“They are not ‘failed 
refugees’,” said Robina. 
“They are fast-tracked into 
failed asylum and destitution 
by the Home Office. It is a 
systematic destitution policy 
by the UK government.”

Home Office rules make it 
near-impossible for asylum 
seekers without support to 
have their claims accepted. 

Robina explained, “It is very 
difficult for asylum seekers to 
get witnesses or documentary 
evidence within the deadline 
when you’re talking about 
Afghanistan or Syria.

“That’s why they are 
fast-tracked into failing the 
applications.”

Refugees are often left in 
legal limbo and poverty as 
they try to appeal against 
rejected asylum claims. 
Robina said, “The British 
Red Cross regularly refer 
people to us to have them 
accommodated.

“We have 7,000 hosts 
across the country on our 
list, primarily in Glasgow and 
London”.

By plunging asylum 
seekers into poverty, it makes 
it harder for them to appeal 
Home Office decisions. 

The treatment of these 
refugees shows the reality of 
Britain’s racist immigration 
system. It will take a mass 
movement against the Tories’ 
racism to stop it happening 
again.

Residents won’t be forced  
back to Grenfell estate
by  ALISTAIR FARROW

DEFIANT RESIDENTS have forced 
Kensington and Chelsea council to 
retreat from plans that would have 
effectively forced them to return 
to live in the shadow of Grenfell 
Tower. 

The council issued a letter to res-
idents on the Lancaster West estate 
near the tower. 

It told them they may have to 
move out of the temporary accommo-
dation they were moved to following 
the blaze in west London last year.

It went on to say that if they didn’t 
move out they may have their secure 
council tenancies for their homes on 
Lancaster West taken away.

That meant the latest threat left 
residents just two options. Go back 
to live on the site of the traumatic 
events of last year—or be left with a 
less secure home.

The council’s Tory cabinet was due 
on Wednesday of last week to vote on 
a proposal for a 30 September dead-
line for the switch.

But last Tuesday people packed 
a meeting of the Grenfell Scrutiny 
Committee to demand the change 
doesn’t go ahead.

A petition was circulated locally 
and received 440 signatures, includ-
ing that of local Labour MP Emma 
Dent Coad.

Removed
Within the space of 24 hours the 
council had backed down and 
removed that item from the cabinet 
meeting’s agenda.

Lancaster West resident Joe 
Delaney sat on the Grenfell Scrutiny 
Committee until recently and was at 
last Tuesday’s meeting, which 300 
people attended.

“They haven’t guaranteed that 
people will get like-for-like tenan-
cies,” he told Socialist Worker. “The 
council expect people to just take 

their word on this.” He pointed out 
that the council has done nothing to 
deserve that trust.

“The other issue is they have said 
it’s too expensive to maintain the 
current arrangement. But if they 
moved people quicker then they 
wouldn’t have to pay for temporary 
accommodation.

“They’re quite happy to pay 
£330,000 on their own legal fees, but 
when it comes to putting this right 
they’re not so interested.”

“Why should anyone from the 
estate be worse off because of this?” 
asked Joe.

At last Tuesday’s scrutiny commit-
tee meeting one resident asked, “Why 
is it we feel like we are being forced 
to move on?”

Although the council did not vote 

on the 30 September deadline last 
Wednesday, it still could—the danger 
is still there.

Kensington and Chelsea council 
has still failed to rehouse people from 
73 evacuated households.

Even after a year of outrage and 
anguish the Tories in charge still 
treat the lives of ordinary people with 
contempt.

Yet the public rage that greeted the 
council’s attempted attack forced it to 
back down.

It shows how ordinary people can 
fight for justice for those who died in 
the fire and for safe, secure housing.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

GRENFELL TOWER is visible from the estate Pictures: Guy smallman

Lancaster West resident Joe Delaney
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Battle to liberate 
Warsaw begins
POLISH underground 
fighters began a battle to 
liberate capital Warsaw 
from the Nazis on  
1 August.

The campaign came 
a year after the Warsaw 
Ghetto uprising in 1943, 
when Jewish people rose 
up against the fascists.

Appeal result for Nazi
THE RESULT of an appeal by jailed 
Nazi Tommy Robinson was set to be 
announced on Wednesday.

Robinson was arrested for filming 
outside Leeds Court in May and 
handed a 13-month jail sentence for 
contempt of court. He was trying to 
use a sexual abuse trial to 
whip up Islamophobia.

The arrest acted as a 
lightning rod for the whole 
of the British far right, 
who have portrayed him 
as a “free speech martyr”. 
His supporters organised 
a 15,000-strong rally of 
fascists and racists in 
Whitehall on 9 June. 

Anti-fascists scored an 
important breakthrough 

last month. Some 3,000 joined 
a Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
counter-mobilisation in London on 
14 July—and the fascists had less 
than half their previous numbers. 

But if Robinson wins his appeal, 
it will be a boost to his supporters. 

And even if he loses, they 
will continue to organise 
and rally with him as a 
figurehead. 

The threat from a 
resurgent far right hasn’t 
gone away—fascists and 
racist populists continue to 
forge links.

Anti-fascists have to 
take to the streets in 
larger numbers against 
Robinson’s thugs.Tommy Robinson

If you liked this issue of  
Socialist Worker, why not  
subscribe? 

You’ll receive 20 pages of news,  
analysis and political debate  
every week for just £5 a month

For more details go to page 16,  
phone 020 7840 5601 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk

 Get Socialist Worker 
 delivered to you every week
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Carr Fire rages through 
California, killing seven
A WILDFIRE in 
California had 
killed seven people 
and destroyed 517 
buildings as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

The Carr fire 
has devastated the 
Shasta County in the 
north of the state, 
near the city of 
Redding.

And, as there is 
little prospect of 
temperatures falling, 
or humidity levels 
rising, the fire looks 
set to continue.

It is one of 17 
wildfires raging in 
the state of California 
alone.

The context for 
the fires is years 
of drought in the 
western US. Between 
2011 and 2017 
California was 
gripped by a severe 
water shortage. 

Between October 
and June Shasta 
County received 
just 55 percent of 
the average rainfall 
it had in previous 
years. 

Drought is not the 
only reason behind 
the spread of the 
fires in the western 
US, but it is a 
contributory factor.

Weather 
conditions unique 

to the region create 
fire tornadoes, for 
instance, which allow 
the fire to spread in 
multiple directions 
at once. This makes 
the fires particularly 
difficult to predict 
and control.

In 2015 scientists 
attributed the 
severity of the 
drought in California 
to global warming, 
and predicted 
that this would 
also increase the 
likelihood and 
severity of future 
droughts. 

“California, 
I believe, has a 
history of when 
droughts end, they 
have a history of 
discontinuing their 
efforts to improve 
resiliency to future 

drought because 
those efforts are 
costly in the short-
term,” said Park 
Williams, a climate 
scientist at Colombia 
University.

In just the 
first 9 months of 
2015 California 
firefighters 
responded to over 
4,743 wildfires 
across the state. 
These burned 
146,279 acres.

Trump’s response 
to the increasing 
threat of fire to 
ordinary people has 
been worse than 
indifference. 

He is cutting 
over £200 million 
in funding to the 
US Forest Service’s 
wildfire fighting 
programmes. 

Bus workers boiling in cabs
THE RECENT hot 
weather in Britain 
has left bus workers 
feeling “drowsy” 
and “faint” as 
temperatures soared.

Drivers have 
reported poorly 
air conditioned 
vehicles which mean 
temperatures of up to 
48 degrees. 

Unite union rep and 
London bus driver 
Moe said, “We are 
trying to concentrate 
in this heat so you’re 
going to be driving 
slowly, which doesn’t 
allow any air in.”

Mayor Sadiq 
Khan countered the 
complaints by saying 
“almost all buses now 
have air-con” and said 
Transport for London 
has “written to bus 
operators to ensure 
air-con is working.”

But it shouldn’t be 
left to individual bus 
companies to “ensure” 
air conditioning is 
working. Bus workers 

in Southend say 
management have 
refused to install air 
conditioning.

“There is nothing 
safe and comfortable 
about working on 
a bus with no air 
conditioning in this 
heat”, said one 
Southend bus driver.

“The bus is like 

a greenhouse and 
the little air that 
does pass through is 
hardly close to being 
sufficient”.

Workers should 
refuse to work in cabs 
that are too hot, and 
pressure should be 
kept on bosses to 
install air conditioning 
in buses.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

Ticket to fried

Drought has contributed to the fires

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

EARLY DEATHS FOR POOR—
SHAME OF TORY BRITAIN

 P
OVERTY SHAPES every 
aspect of our lives—as 
a BBC documentary 
highlited this week.

The Panorama crew 
travelled to Stockton-on-Tees, in 
Teesside, to meet the residents of 
an area which has a life expectancy 
of just 64 for men. 

The life expectancy gap 
between rich and poor has been 
getting bigger for two decades. 

Nationally, men in wealthier 
areas live 8.4 years longer than 
those in poorer areas.  That’s up 
from 7.2 years in 2001. 

But in the most deprived parts 
of Britain, that gap grows massively. 

Just five miles from Stockton 
lies the much more affluent Yarm, 
where residents there can expect 
to live 18 years longer than those 
in the poorer parts of the area.

Dr David Hodges, a GP in 
Stockton said it was “a disgrace. 

“We need to be fixing this. 
People have the right to get to 
retirement age healthy.”

Tories and bigots like to claim 
that dying young is simply a result 
of personal lifestyle choices. 

But health outcomes are a 
reflection of a society that is 
shaped by class. 

Those with more money can 

afford to buy fresh healthy food, 
or pay for gym membership or 
childcare.

And working in low-paid, 
insecure employment means often 
workers can’t take time off if they 
are ill. 

Professor Clare Bambra, from 
Newcastle University led a five-
year study into health inequality in 
Stockton. 

She pointed out, “The poor 
are dying younger because they 
have less money in order to live a 
healthy life.

“They have more pressures on 
them, they have more insecurity 
and they have less control over 
their life.” 

This is all compounded by 

brutal Tory austerity, which has 
destroyed so many NHS and social 
care services. 

In many cases, these offered 
early intervention for  
life-threatening conditions. 

But the Tories won’t admit 
their budget cuts are directly 
responsible for shocking statistics 
in Stockton and many other 
poorer parts of Britain. 

Earlier this year, a department 
for health and social care 
spokesperson said that “health 
inequality is a challenging and 
complex area, but we are 
committed to tackling this issue.”

But what isn’t “challenging and 
complex” to understand is the 
fact that the Tories have slashed 
Stockton’s annual council budget 
by £35.5 million. 

Public health and social care 
initiatives should be developed, 
properly funded and rolled out. 

It is a disgrace, that people are 
worked to death before they even 
reach retirement age.

There is money to fund 
essential public health services, but 
it’s in the pockets of the rich. 

It will take building a socialist 
society that affords working class 
people health and dignity to make 
this a reality. 

REALITY OF WESTERN ‘AID’
A DAMNING NEW report 

in the wake of the Oxfam 
sexual abuse scandal in 

Haiti shows how international aid 
is shaped by Western imperialism.

It said revelations that top 
Oxfam officials abused women and 
girls on the island are just the “tip 
of the iceberg”.

The International Development 
Select Committee of MPs found 
there was “systematic criminal 
sexual exploitation” in the aid 
sector. And the report said the 
sector is “attractive for people 

wishing to exploit others”.
Ordinary people donate 

to charities because they are 
horrified by suffering in the 
Global South. And the majority 
of volunteers who go to work 
in disaster zones are not sexual 
abusers. 

But the issues highlighted how 
the West uses international aid. 

Aid often comes with strings 
attached—such as privatising 
schools or hospitals in exchange 
for building them. And, as most 
NGOs are funded by governments, 

administering aid is shaped by 
their interests. 

The United Nations (UN) 
peace-keeping mission in Haiti was 
there to police the population. 

Troops raped hundreds of 
women and girls with the promise 
of giving them food and medicine.  

Haiti is  poor because of 
imperialism. 

The real solution to this 
poverty is to cancel all of its 
debt—and for the poor and 
oppressed to throw off the yoke 
of imperialist domination. 

The poor die 
younger because 
they have less 
money to live a 
healthy life

‘‘ 

Socialist Worker  1 August 2018

Greece fire 
response is 
shaped by 
years of EU 
austerity
THE GREEK government faces 
outrage over its failures and aus-
terity policies, following huge 
wildfires that killed almost 100 
people last week.

As many as 91 people were 
reported dead and another 25 miss-
ing as Socialist Worker went to 
press after wildfires swept across 
the Attica region.

Last Friday Greek prime minis-
ter Alexis Tsipras—leader of the 
left wing Syriza party—was forced 
to admit “full political responsibil-
ity” for the tragedy.

His government has overseen 
deep cuts to the fire brigade, emer-
gency services and forest protection 
as part of austerity demanded by 
the European Union (EU). 

Survivors of the fires turned 
their anger on the government after 
claims that emergency services and 
evacuation policies weren’t in place 
soon enough.

Some people fleeing the fires 
reportedly waited for up to two 
hours to be rescued.

Others were unable to find an 
escape route on their own. Bodies 
of 26 people were found hugging 
each other in a field near the village 
of Mati, one of the worst hit sites.

Citizens protection minister and 
Syriza MP Nikos Toskas has insisted 
that “no operational mistakes were 
made” during the emergency 
response. Yet as Greek firefighters 
pointed out, years of cuts left the 
service woefully unprepared.

Disrepair
Greece’s firefighting planes are too 
few, old and in constant disrepair. 
And last year the forest service was 
provided with just 10 percent of the 
funding it needs for fire prevention. 

One pilot firefighter told Workers 
Solidarity, Socialist Workers’ sister 
newspaper in Greece, how there 
weren’t enough working planes to 
respond quickly.

He said that when fire broke out 
on the island of Kalamos on the west 
coast, firefighters had to wait for 
planes to arrive from Samos in the 
east and Thessaloniki in the north.

He added, “Aeroplanes are 
old and in bad condition. During 

summer fires constantly need to be 
put out, so any damages are patched 
up to get out quickly again. But this 
is against flight safety regulations.

Danger
“Repairs are often done on the 
cheap. And of course this means not 
only that the fires are not treated as 
they should but the aircraft crews 
are in great danger.”

European Commission president 
Jean-Claude Juncker said he stood 
“side by side with the Greek people 
and authorities and I commend the 
tireless and courageous efforts of the 
emergency responders”.

Yet the EU was a major force 
demanding that Syriza implement 
savage cuts after it was elected to 
end austerity in 2015. 

It preferred Greece to repay its 
debts to bosses and the bankers than 
fund the services that could have 
saved dozens of lives.

As Workers Solidarity wrote last 
week, “This is the lethal cost of the 
austerity”.

BACK STORY
The fires in Attica have claimed 
at least 91 lives
lCuts to the public services 
make it harder to respond to the 
wildfires
lFirefighting, the forest 
service, councils, hospitals and 
ambulances have all been hit
lSome 4,000 permanent 
firefighting jobs were cut in 2011
lFulfilling the austerity 
demanded by the European 
Union makes devastating 
wildfires harder to control

GREEK FIREFIGHTERS battle the blaze with limited resources 

British heatwave is one example 
of a world in deep climate crisis
SOARING TEMPERATURES last 
week meant that the potential 
reality of climate change was 
discussed in places where it 
would normally be ignored or 
ridiculed.

Reports that premature deaths 
from heatwaves in Britain could 
more than treble to around 
7,000 a year by mid-century have 
brought home the seriousness of 
the threat.

“The world’s on fire,” was the 
headline in The Sun newspaper 
one day last week. It followed it 
up with a picture from parched 
fields in Gloucester that was 
said to resemble the “plains of 
Africa”.

It’s welcome that the 
consequences of climate change 
have eventually been recognised. 
But it’s an insult that it takes 
a British heatwave for that to 
happen.

Many parts of Africa, Asia, 
South America and the Middle 
East have faced extreme weather 
events for decades.

A recent report suggested that 
years of very low rainfall and 

consequent soil degradation 
mean that 50 to 700 million 
people could be driven from 
their homes by 2050. The worst 
affected areas are likely to be 
the dry fringes of southern Iraq, 
Afghanistan, sub-Saharan Africa 
and southern Asia.

July saw probably the highest 
temperature ever reliably 
measured in Africa.

A United Nations agency 

reported recently that in the 
Horn of Africa (Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Somalia) “weather has become 
more and more unpredictable. 
One drought follows another, 
robbing poor communities of 
their limited possessions, and 
leaving them increasingly more 
vulnerable. 

“Globally, natural disasters 
strike nearly five times more 
often than four decades ago.”

Air pollution in Africa, which 
some scientists suggest causes 
more deaths and ill-health than 
malnutrition or dirty water, both 
contributes to climate change 
and is then worsened by the 
excess heat.  

Climate pressures intersect 
with wider factors. Imperialism 
has robbed Africa, and even after 
independence environmental 
factors intersect with the 
capitalist policies of the global 
and local rich.

The battles over climate 
change are global challenges that 
have to be linked to the battle 
for a world where people come 
before profit.

Countries in Africa have been facing 
extreme weather for decades
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The global trade war 
hasn’t been resolved
LAST WEEK the developing trade war between the three 
main economic blocs—the United States, the European 
Union (EU), and China—seemed to relent. Jean-Claude 
Juncker, president of the European Commission, met 
Donald Trump in Washington. They agreed to put no new 
tariffs on imports while a working group discussed how to 
reduce the EU’s huge trade surplus with the US.

But the tariffs that Trump imposed on steel and 
aluminium imports into the US at the beginning of June and 
the retaliatory duties the EU placed on US goods remain in 
place. Moreover, as a businessman Trump may have put 
his name on a book called The Art of the Deal, but he was 
notorious in New York for reneging on deals. 

In May the White House announced the trade war with 
China had been “put on hold” after he met the senior 
Chinese official Liu He. Trump pulled out of his agreement 
with Liu days later.

The problem with the latest deal is partly that trade 
frictions between the US and the EU have different 
dimensions. 

The focus has been on Trump’s threat to impose a 20 
percent tariff on car imports from Europe—which would hit 
Germany, the great manufacturing and export hub of the EU, 
particularly hard. 

But the most difficult sector is agriculture, which is heavily 
protected on both sides of the Atlantic. A particular point 
of conflict is the EU’s refusal to allow genetically modified 
organisms into its food market.

Juncker promised that the EU would import more soya 
beans for the US. This is a big deal for Trump because China 
reacted to the tariffs he slapped on its imports by switching 
from the US to Brazil to supply its very substantial soya bean 
imports. US farmers were hit hard.

Trump is already out campaigning in the mid-term 
elections to the US Congress in November. “We just opened 
up Europe for you, farmers. You’re not going to be too angry 
with Trump,” he told a rally in Iowa last week. The other 
side of the coin, as the commentator Wolfgang Munchau 
pointed out, is that the deal may break down “when the EU 
realises that, by importing more US soy beans, it may be 
importing genetically modified organisms. It is possible that 
Juncker may have just agreed to that.”

Reservations
Germany welcomed the deal, but the French economy 
minister Bruno Le Maire expressed reservations. He 
said agriculture should “be kept outside the scope of the 
discussions...We have high sanitary, food and environmental 
standards...Europe will not compromise on these norms.”

Trump said the US and EU working group would discuss 
issues such as intellectual property theft, industrial subsidies 
and the conduct of state-owned enterprise. This is a not 
very subtle way of referring to China’s giant state-directed 
economy. Maybe he and Juncker are hoping to create a 
common front against Beijing.

But these three huge economic blocs are bound together 
not just by trade but by investment. Chinese firms—many of 
them state controlled—have become increasingly active in 
buying up firms in America and Europe. If the Chinese state 
were merely a tool of Western-dominated “transnational 
capital”, as many people on the left still argue, this wouldn’t 
be a problem.

But in fact there is increasing concern in both the US and 
the EU that Chinese state capitalism is using foreign direct 
investment to buy up the technologies developed by their 
own firms. The situation is complicated by the fact that the 
Chinese market is now so important that major company 
mergers may need approval by Beijing’s regulators as well as 
those in Washington and Brussels.

Last week the US semiconductor company Qualcomm 
announced it was pulling out of a planned $44bn takeover 
of the Dutch company NXP. The reason was that the Chinese 
regulators reacted to Trump’s escalation of the trade war 
with their country in late May by stalling their approval. “We 
obviously got caught up in something that was above us,” 
the Qualcomm chief executive observed.

The incident showed both how interwoven the major 
capitalist economies are and how their interests still conflict. 
Expect the trade war to continue.

DETAINED BY Spanish police after heroically storming the border fence

EU politicians seek racist 
solutions to refugee crisis
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

HUNDREDS OF refugees 
stormed a border fence in 
Morocco last Thursday in 
a bid to make it to safety 
in Europe. 

Over 800 people charged 
the fence that separates 
Morocco and the Spanish-
controlled enclave of Ceuta in 
North Africa. It is an impor-
tant choke point where the 
European Union (EU) tries 
to lock out refugees who are 
fleeing war and poverty. 

According to the Spanish 
paramilitary Guarda Civil 
police, refugees attacked the 
border fence with hammers 
and shears. And they threw 
stones at cops and used aer-
osol cans as flame throwers. 

Around 602 refugees suc-
ceeded in making it into 
Spanish-held territory. Of 
those, 586 have been taken to 
a temporary reception centre.

Forced
Their actions are reminis-
cent of the refugees who 
marched down the motorway 
from Hungary and forced 
Germany to open its border 
in the summer of 2015. And 
it shows that refugees aren’t 
just passive victims of the 
West’s racism—but can also 
fight back against it.

The Spanish govern-
ment has called on the EU 
to step in to stop Spain 
being turned into the “new 
Lampedusa”, an island next 

to Italy where migrants were 
detained.  According to the 
International Migration 
Organisation (IMO), the 
number of migrants who’ve 
come into Europe through the 
Spanish route has increased 
to 19,586 this year. 

That’s more than have 
arrived through Italy or who 
have come through Greece. 

The Spanish government’s 
request shows the hypocrisy 
of the EU and its member 
states over the refugee crisis. 

After Italy refused to let 
the rescue ship Aquarius dock 

last month, the Spanish gov-
ernment let it in. And some 
other EU leaders voiced dis-
approval about how the 
Italian government was deal-
ing with the refugee crisis.

But their objection wasn’t 
to the Italian government’s 
racism. 

The other EU states were 
concerned that they would 
have to process the refugees 
if the Italian government 
didn’t let them in. 

Far right and racist govern-
ments in Austria, Italy and 
Hungary want to stop the 
flow of refugees by strength-
ening borders within Europe. 

German chancellor Angela 
Merkel wants crackdowns at 
the EU’s external borders.

 She had hoped to set up 
internment camps in North 
Africa, but the Algerian 
and Libyan authorities have 
refused. 

Either way, it’s refugees 
who are killed by racist bor-
ders or left to drown in the 
Meditterranean. And those 
who do make it into Europe 
face police repression and 
squalid living conditions.

Around 1,000 refugees 
are still trapped at Britain’s 
border in Calais in northern 
France. 

The only solution is to 
open the border and let the 
refugees in. And to do that, 
it’s crucial to build a mass 
movement that stands in sol-
idarity with refugees and can 
push back the Tories’ racist 
offensive. 

Synagogue attacked
A 51 year-old man has 
been charged with 
an attempted arson 
attack on a Jewish 
synagogue in Exeter.

Tristan Morgan is 
due to appear before 
Exeter Crown Court 
on 23 August. 

He was arrested after 
CCTV footage showed 
a man trying 
to pour a 
liquid onto the 
synagogue on 
Saturday of 
last week. 

Stand Up To 
Racism Devon 
said, “This is 
an appalling 
attack on 

Exeter Synagogue. It is 
an attempt to divide us, 
which will not succeed.

“We stand in solidarity 
with those who worship 
at the synagogue and 
who are victimised by 
such antisemitism.” 

The attack takes place 
against the backdrop 
of rising antisemitism 

from the right 
across Europe. 

It flows 
from the wider 
racist offensive 
against Muslims 
and migrants 
by the ruling 
class—unity 
is crucial to 
pushing it back. 

Matteo Salvini

Exeter Synagogue
before the attack
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Arise festival debates 
way forward for Labour 
by NICK CLARK 

HUNDREDS  OF  l e f t  w i ng 
Labour Party activists spent last 
Saturday debating their party’s 
relationship to social movements 
and what campaigns it should be 
part of.

The Arise festival—organised 
by the Labour Assembly Against 
Austerity and other left wing Labour 
groups—brought together some 
400 activists. 

It came just over a year after 
Labour’s shock performance at last 
year’s general election on a left 
wing manifesto. 

Since then, right wing attacks 
on left wing leader Jeremy Corbyn 
have returned—and Labour remains 
only slightly ahead of the Tories in 
the polls. 

Speakers at the event’s opening 
rally last Friday evening grappled 
with these problems.

Shadow chance l lo r  John 
McDonnell said, “We know the 
struggle we have to get into 
government.

“Despite all the attacks in the 
right wing media we still have that 
support. But it is just a plateau of 
support.

“The discussion we need to have 
this weekend is how we get that 
next five, six or seven percent in 
the polls”.

He added that even though the 
Tories are in crisis, they will “cling 
onto office for as long as they pos-
sibly can”.

“We need to be in it for the short 
haul or the long haul,” he said.

Movements 
Other speakers talked about the 
importance of mass social move-
ments to Corbyn’s success—and 
why Labour had to be strongly 
connected to activity outside 
parliament.

And left wing writer and activist 
Maya Goodfellow said “It’s impor-
tant to make sure that we don’t 
become demoralised” by right wing 
attacks on Labour. 

“We need to talk about what we 
can do now to fight Tory austerity,” 
she said.

A session on Labour, trade unions 
and social movements carried on 
the discussion.

Shelly Asquith from the People’s 
Assembly Against Austerity said 
Labour had to be connected with 
the fights against austerity and 
racism. 

“It cannot be the Labour Party 
doing Labour Party things over 
here, and Stand Up To Racism fight-
ing fascism over there,” she said. 
“We have to be together”. 

Speaking from the floor, Labour 
activist Tom said his local Labour 
Party had supported strikes and 
other campaigns. “It’s not just about 

offering solutions,” he said. “It helps 
shape and inform our programme.”

And Sharon from Bermondsey 
said one movement Labour had to 
get involved with is the fight for jus-
tice for Grenfell.

A real sign that left wing Labour 
activists are looking for activity 
was that the sessions on concrete 
political campaigns got the biggest 
turnouts.

Discussions on speaking out for 
Palestine, fighting racism, and the 
housing crisis were all full.

The event showed that, a year 
after the general election, Labour 
activists are looking for campaigns 
and activities—and are often 
already campaigning. 

That has to be built into a bigger, 
joined-up national fight to bring 
down the Tories.

On other pages...
Activists are determined to resist 
return of fracking >>Pages 10&11

ARISE FESTIVAL brought together 400 activists from across the Labour left Picture: Guy Smallman

Action against far right 
A DISCUSSION on fighting the 
far right, racism, Islamophobia 
and antisemitism saw Labour 
activists call for action in the 
streets and in communities.

Mohammed Azam, a veteran 
campaigner against the 
fascist British National Party 
in the North West, spoke. 

“We’ve got to start 
organising in our 
communities,” he 
argued, pointing 
out that people’s 
anger needs to 
be turned away 
from migrants.

But he also 
said activists 
had to take 
to the 

streets against growing 
fascist movements. 

One speaker said Stand Up 
To Racism (SUTR) and Unite 
Against Fascism” had done 
“fantastic work” in combating 
the fascists. “But it’s not 
enough anymore,” he said. 

“The Labour Party and the 
unions have to take this up.

Paul, a Labour member 
from Sheffield, said 
Labour and trade union 
activists should be 
involved in SUTR. 

“There’s no barrier to 
the Labour Party being 

involved,” he said. 
“Many Labour 
activists are 
already involved”.

PALESTINE

Tories try  
to silence 
solidarity 
A TORY councillor has 
attacked the right to boycott 
Israel—using the same 
definition of antisemitism that 
the Labour right want Jeremy 
Corbyn to adopt.

Tory-controlled Barnet 
council in north London 
was set to vote on a motion 
on Tuesday that labels the 
Boycott Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) campaign as 
antisemitic.

BDS aims to put pressure on 
Israel by organising boycotts 
of companies that profit from 
Israel’s racist occupation 
of Palestinian land. It was 
launched as an international 
campaign after a call for 
solidarity from more than 170 
organisations in Palestine.

Supporters of Israel 

frequently brand the BDS 
campaign as antisemitic. 

In his motion Tory 
councillor Brian Gordon 
claimed BDS falls foul of 
an example linked to the 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance’s 
(IHRA) definition of 
antisemitism.

The example says it could 
be antisemitic to call the state 
of Israel racist. This is the 
same example that the right 
have demanded Labour adopt 
in its new code of conduct on 
antisemitism.

If passed, the motion will 
seek to stifle BDS campaigning 
in the borough. It calls on the 
council not to “give space” 
to organisations that support 
BDS. 

Even more threatening, 
it calls on the council to 
pressure “landlords of event 
venues in the borough not to 
provide or rent any space for 
clubs, organisations or even 
individuals who support the 
activities of the antisemitic 
BDS movement.”

The right claim that their 
version of the IHRA definition 
doesn’t rule out legitimate 
criticism of Israel.

But the Tory motion shows 
how supporters of Israel will 
use the definition to silence 
the right to campaign in 
solidarity with Palestine.

Tory councillor Brian Gordon

Shadow home secretary Diane Abbott
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Hundreds 
expelled 
from Italian
Roma camp
The evictions show the impact of 
the racist policies of minister Matteo 
Salvini, reports Simon Basketter

SOME 400 police raided a Roma 
camp last Thursday in Italy, 
evicting hundreds of people.

Hundreds of people were living 
at the River Village campsite on the 
outskirts of Rome. 

The number of residents of the 
camp has been going down after 
police harassment. Electricity and 
water had been cut off from the site.

Marcello Zuinisi, representative 
of the National Roma Association, 
condemned the action. He spoke of 
the police using batons.

People stood outside the camp 
with mattresses and other belong-
ings piled alongside vehicles, pro-
testing with chants of “Racists”.

“This morning they came to 
throw us out. They treated us like 
animals,” said Florin.  

“There was violence. They 
pushed the women and used pepper 
spray on one.”

One woman said, “They think 
that we all steal and sell but it is 
not so, I work and feed my children” 

Another resident Nemeti, “It’s 
not right that they’re treating us 
like this. We’re not animals, we’re 
humans. There are 180 children in 
this field, I just ask not to be put 
back on the road.”

Journalists were kept outside 
during the raid.

Clearance
The Italian interior minister, Matteo 
Salvini, met the mayor of Rome just 
before the eviction to organise the 
brutal clearance.

Salvini, deputy prime minister 
and leader of the far right League 
party, said that the police were 
at the disposal of Virginia Raggi, 
the city’s mayor. Raggi’s Five Star 
Movement is allied with the League 
in the national government. 

The clearance was briefly blocked 
by the European Court of Human 
Rights. The eviction went ahead 
anyway.

Dismantling the camp was a key 
promise of the League’s election 
campaign. 

It’s part of wider attacks, and 
Salvini has called for a census of 

Roma, and for deportations. The 
site has suffered raids by the police 
for weeks.

Salvini has repeatedly threatened 
to take a bulldozer to camps that 
have sprung up on the outskirts of 
many Italian cities. 

The River Village was a state 
sponsored camp.

Salvini claimed the raid was 
organised in order to “to seal them 
and restore those spaces to the 
citizenry”.

“Finally, the eviction at the 
River Village Roma camp in Rome 
is underway. Legality, order and 
respect before everything!” Salvini 
wrote.

Mayor of Rome Virginia Raggi 
said the Roma camp was closed for 
hygiene reasons.

Salvini denied he was being racist 
to the Roma. “It’s a parasitic minor-
ity which could equally be Swedish 
or Eskimo,” he said.

At the time of the eviction, it 
wasn’t clear what provisions were 
being made for families to be housed 
in alternative accommodation. 

Another two “official” Roma 
camps are set to be closed down 
soon.

BACK STORY
The eviction is a result of state 
harassment and racism 
lIn May an arson attack 
destroyed the camper vans of a 
Roma family in Turin
lItaly’s interior minister Matteo 
Salvini wants a census of Roma 
in order to expel them
lHe controls the police and the 
handling of migrants
lHe’s previously promised to 
“take a bulldozer and flatten all 
the Roma camps”
lIt’s not just racist rhetoric and 
the attacks are set to get worse

First vote for Zimbabwe after Mugabe
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

RESULTS OF the first 
Zimbabwean presidential election 
since the fall of dictator Robert 
Mugabe were expected this week. 

Polls in the run up to 
Monday’s election showed 
President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa of the ruling Zanu 
PF neck and neck with Nelson 
Chamisa of the Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC).

Mnangagwa has ruled the 
country since ousting his former 
boss Mugabe in a military coup 
last November. It came after a 
faction fight within Zanu PF over 
how to deal with a spiralling 
economic crisis. Mnangagwa’s 

wing of Zanu PF thought that 
Mugabe had not pushed through 
enough free market reforms. 
And he has been trying to 
normalise relations with former 
colonial power Britain.

Pressure
Zimbabweans also voted 
in parliamentary and local 
elections on Monday. And the 
pressure is on from the West and 
big business for Zanu PF and the 
MDC to rule as part of a national 
unity government. 

Mnangagwa is the former 
chief torturer of the Mugabe 
regime. He now wants to push 
through a massive assault on 
working class living standards 
and cosy up further to Western 

and Chinese imperialism. 
The end of Mnangagwa’s 

junta and Zanu PF rule would 
give confidence to working 
class people. The International 
Socialist Organisation, the 
Socialist Workers Party’s sister 
organisation in Zimbabwe, 
called on people to vote against 
Mnangagwa but without 
illusions in the MDC. 

The MDC was set up by trade 
unions when Mugabe turned 
to free market policies in the 
1990s—but it has since adopted 
those same free market policies. 

It will take a fight from below, 
independent of both parties, to 
resist the Zimbabwean ruling 
class’s coming attacks on 
workers and the poor.  

Ahed Tamimi finally released 
PALESTINIAN Ahed 
Tamimi was released 
from Israeli prison on 
Sunday.

Ahed was arrested 
in December last year 
when she was just 16 
after standing up to 
an Israeli soldier who 
had entered the yard 
in front of her house.

Footage of her 
slapping the soldier 
spread around the 
world as an inspiring 
act of defiance against 

a heavily armed 
enforcer of a military 
occupation.

Her jailing 
became a symbol of 
Israel’s brutal and 
authoritarian attempts 
to punish dissent and 
resistance. 

Supporters of 
Palestine celebrated 
her release. 

Yet just days 
before she was set 
free, Israel proved its 
brutality with a fresh 

assault on protesters 
in the Gaza Strip.

Israeli soldiers 
shot and killed three 
Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip as 7,000 
protested along the 
border fence last 
Friday. 

One, Majdi Ramzi 
Kamal al-Satri, was 
just 14 years old.

Another, 17 year 
old Mohmen al-Hams, 
died on Saturday of 
gunshot wounds.

THE EVICTION of the River Village camp outside Rome 

Ahed Tamimi on release

More online
Italy’s war on the Roma  
bit.ly/ItalyWarRoma
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as the prospect of large-scale envi-
ronmental destruction, Lancashire 
residents are looking at a com-
plete transformation of their rural 
communities. 

They face vastly increased noise 
and air pollution, the threat of 
contaminated water (see box) 
and the increased possibility of 
earthquakes.

Fracking won’t even be an effi-
cient way to create energy. The 
Cardiff Business School produced 
a study that said England would 
need to build 6,100 wells 
to replace 50 percent of 
gas imports.

That would take more 
than 1,000 separate well 
pads for drilling equip-
ment—each covering  
3.5 hectares of land.

Drastic action is needed 
on a global scale to lessen the 
effects of climate change that are 
happening right now, not in the 
future. 

Under the Paris Agreement 
from 2015, Britain committed to 

reducing its carbon emission by  
80 percent by 2050. 

But instead of work-
ing toward developing 
technologies that will 
decrease fossil fuel con-
sumption, the Tories are 
forcing through laws 
that mean Britain will be 

more dependent on it. 
Katrina says a “multi-

pronged attack” is needed. 
“We’re organising a demonstra-

tion in London, and rallies in other 
cities,” she said. “It needs to be wid-
ened out. We’re pressuring the gov-
ernment, and speaking to local com-
munities to see what the threat is. 

“Although we’re disappointed, 
it’s not the end—it’s beginning of 
the next chapter.”

T
HE TORIES gave a huge 
boost to the Earth-
w reck i ng  f ra ck i ng 
industry last week when 
they approved extraction 
to begin in Lancashire. 

Shale gas firm Cuadrilla has been 
itching to start using its horizontal 
drill at the Preston New Road (PNR) 
site since it was given preliminary 
approval in October 2016.

But the company has been met 
with legal challenges and relentless 
campaigns from environmental activ-
ists, trade unionists and residents. 

Katrina Lawrie has been at the 
“protection camp” set up at the 
PNR gates for 15 months. She told 
Socialist Worker the news is “really 
disappointing, but not a surprise”.

No fracking permits have been 
granted for seven years, since drilling 
triggered two minor earthquakes near 
Southport. 

It’s been banned or suspended in 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, 
but in England the Tories are lining 
up with the fracking bosses to drive 
it through.

Fracking works by injecting high 
pressured water and chemicals into 
rock formations, which releases 
trapped oil or gas in the rock. 

Lancashire has been targeted in 
particular because of the Bowland 
Shale—a rock formation deep under-
ground that provides potential sources 
of shale gas.  

The frackers don’t just have their 
sights on PNR. Two exploratory 
shale gas applications, at Mission in 
South Yorkshire and Tinker Lane in 
Nottinghamshire, have been approved. 

One of the requirements before the 
PNR frack begins is that backer Spirit 
Energy proves its finances to the gov-
ernment. Spirit Energy is a joint ven-
ture between the Centrica energy com-
pany and Norweigan firm Bayerngas 
Norge. It will need to submit financial 

accounts for the last year or deposit 
£557,000. 

Even the Tories, who are devoted 
to privatisation and outsourcing, are 
worried private companies won’t 
decommission wells properly if they 
run out of money. 

Fracking is expected to begin 
around the end of August and the 
frack should last four or five months. 
Cuadrilla already built a second and 
are set to apply for permission to use 
that one too. 

Following last week’s announce-
ment, energy minister Claire Perry 
said the frack would “maintain robust 
environmental standards and meet the 
expectations of local communities”.  

But local communities are over-
whelmingly opposed to fracking. And 
they have been organising against 
fracking bosses’ plans that are set to 
wreak havoc in their neighbourhoods.

Katrina said that the camp had the 
support of local residents, who help 
organise meals and washing for those 
staying at the camp on a longer-term 
basis. 

“We’re part of a local community 
and we’re integrated, so it means we 
can stand together”, she said. 

This public opposition contributed 
to Lancashire County Council’s deci-
sion in 2015 to reject Cuadrilla’s plans 
at PNR. 

The Tories are so desperate to 
start large-scale operations that  
then-communities minister Sajid Javid 
overturned the local decision in 2016.

Scale
The threat fracking poses is huge, on 
both a global and localised scale.

Fracking is not the “natural gas” 
the energy fatcats like to pretend—
it is fossil fuel, the same as conven-
tional oil and gas.

Fossil fuels being used and burnt 
on a huge industrial scale is one of the 
main contributors to climate change, 
and will lead to environmental crisis. 

Climate change doesn’t just 
mean a slightly warmer planet, 
but one more prone to extreme 
weather events such as tsunamis, 
hurricanes, or the heatwave cur-
rently sweeping much of the globe.  

Michael Mann, director of the 
Earth System Science Center at 
Penn State University said, “The 
impacts of climate change are no 
longer subtle.

“We are seeing them play out 
in real time in the form of unprec-
edented heat waves, floods, 
droughts and wildfires. And we’ve 
seen them all this summer.”  

And Martin Empson from 
the Campaign Against Climate 
Change blasted the Tory govern-
ment for its decision. 

He said it was a “terrifying 
example of their commitment to 
fossil fuel capitalism”.

“There are only two defi-
nite consequences of fracking— 
profits for the fossil fuel corpora-
tions, and more carbon dioxide 
spewing into the atmosphere,” he 
said. 

Renewable energy—technol-
ogy that harnesses the power of 
the sun, wind and tidal currents—
offers a much more planet-friendly 
alternative. 

But, the sector has been hit 
by Tories’ slashing of financial 
incentives for renewable 
energy installations. 

Solar panels, wind 
farms and tidal lagoons 
should be properly 
funded, and viewed as 
a genuine option for 
a sustainable energy 
future. 

The Tories have bull-
dozed through Cuadrilla’s 
destructive plans, despite advice 
from the National Infrastructure 
Commission. 

Its report earlier this month said 
“the UK cannot achieve its emissions 
targets while relying on natural 
gas” and implored ministers to take 
advantage of a “golden opportunity” 
and start using green energy.  As well 

On the last day of parliament before their summer 
holidays, the government snuck out final approval for 
fracking to go ahead in Lancashire. Activists tell  
Sarah Bates they are determined to keep resisting

 READY FOR FRACTION

Even the Tories, 
are worried private 
companies won’t 
decommission 
wells properly

‘‘ 

Injunctions and cops threaten protesters
IN JUNE, Cuadrilla extended a 
legal injunction in an attempt to 
ban protest at the Preston New 
Road (PNR) site.

The ruling specifically bans 
techniques used by activists, like 
walking slowly in front of trucks 
or  “surfing” vehicles to disrupt 
activity at the site. 

Another method is “lock-ons”, 
and six activists were locked 
together for seven hours last 
Tuesday, the day of the Tories’ 
Cuadrilla announcement. 

They were arrested and charged 
with obstruction of a highway, 
obstruction of a police officer and 
breaking the trade union act. 

Katrina is one of the activists 
facing £5,000 in fines or six 
months behind bars. 

She told Socialist Worker, “It 
curtails our ability to protest 

legally, and it has impacts on lots 
of other parts of society.”

At least five other fracking firms 
have sought similar methods 
to allow operations to continue 
uninterrupted. 

Ineos—controlled by Jim 
Ratcliffe, whose £21 billion hoard 
makes him Britain’s richest man—
took out a sweeping injunction 
last year.

Comments
The fracking giant gave the 
court more than 3,000 pages of 
evidence, much of which was 
based on activists’ comments on 
social media—not direct action.

Ray Fellows, Ineos security 
consultant, said the firm was 
“becoming increasingly concerned 
at the risks posed by militant 
activists”. 

And the police have even been 
egging on the fracking companies 
to pursue legal measures.

Fellows told the court, “The 
strongest advice coming from the 
police to prevent the unlawful 
activity was the use of injunctions 
through the civil courts.”

Kevin Blowe from campaign 
group Netpol argues that  
police and fracking bosses “appear 
to share the extremely narrow 
view that protest is only peaceful if 
it registers symbolic opposition but 
causes zero disruption”.

Katrina remains unbowed at the 
threats, and said the injunction 
“impacts on the working class 
more than anyone else”.

“We’ve always had to fight to 
gain our rights, and now we’re 
fighting to continue them,” she 
said.

There is no shortage of water for the frackers
PARTS OF England face 
water shortages and a 
hosepipe ban. At the same 
time, the Tories have 
given the go-ahead to an 
industry that fuels the 
climate crisis and requires 
millions of litres of water 
to power it.

Fracking relies on a 
highly-powered stream of 
water pumped thousands 
of feet below the ground. 

Cuadrilla claims only 
34,000 litres of water will 
be needed for the first 
fracking attempt at PNR. 

But, it’s a hugely  

water-intensive method 
where the easiest-to-extract 
shale is mined first, and 
the harder-to-reach sources 
are targeted later. 

So the process increases 
in intensity, but it will also 
require more water. 

This trend can be 
seen in countries where 
fracking happens on an 
industrial scale.

Between 2000 and 2014 
the average water used 
to drill a US horizontal 
shale well increased from 
177,000 gallons to 5.1 
million gallons per well. 

The US Geological 
Survey study in 2015 said 
that fracking “uses more 
than 28 times the water it 
did 15 years ago, gulping 
up to 9.6 million gallons 
of water per well”.

And the report noted 
that this was “putting 
farming and drinking 
sources at risk in arid 
states, especially during 
drought”.

Once the initial frack 
is completed at PNR, 
Caudrilla is likely to build 
longer wells that require 
more water to function. 

Fracking poses not just a 
threat to water shortages, 
but the water supply of 
surrounding areas. 

The drinking water of 
Pavilion in Wyoming was 
found to be contaminated 
by a nearby fracking site. 

Chemicals used in the 
fracking process seeped 
into the groundwater that 
flowed into the town’s 
wells. 

Just one of these was 
methanol—a substance 
that can trigger permanent 
nerve damage and 
blindness. Part of a protest in Lancashire

Flammable gases in the water supply after fracking

1111FEATURE 
1010

Socialist Worker  1 August 2018Socialist Worker  1 August 2018



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

Artist Banu Cennetoglu

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
What is the purpose 
of Prevent?
Thu 9 Aug, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
Corbynomics—can we have a 
democratically-run society?
Wed 8 Aug, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Climate change—can 
the planet be saved?
Thu 9 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Defending the NHS 
70 years on
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Palestine,  antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Thu 9 Aug, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
CB5 8HP
CHESTERFIELD
A rebel’s guide to Frida 
Kahlo—an illustrated talk
Thu 9 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
DUDLEY
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
Trump, racism and the far 
right—how do we mobilise?
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Who was Frantz Fanon?
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Strathie,
17 Iona St, EH6 8SG
GLASGOW
Rising tides and 
burning trees—can 
we stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Thu 9 Aug, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
Freedom of speech and 
no platform—what 
do socialists say?
Wed 8 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The fight for LGBT+ 
liberation
Thu 9 Aug, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse 
Square, LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
What is fascism and 
how can we fight it?
Wed 8 Aug, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: HACKNEY
What are the prospects 
for resistance in the US?
Thu 9 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Is Marx still relevant today?
Wed 8 Aug, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
What will a revolution 
look like?
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
Lewisham,
SE8 4RH

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Putin and Russia—
what’s happening?
Wed 8 Aug, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road,
E3 5AT
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
The struggle for women’s 
liberation in the 21st century
Wed 8 Aug, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MEDWAY
Why Israel is a racist state
Thu 9 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Medway,
ME4 4BP

NORWICH
Food, poverty and 
climate change
Thu 9 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Trump, trade wars 
and imperialism
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Chile 1973—what are the 
lessons for the left?
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Why did the US lose 
the Vietnam War?
Thu 9 Aug, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
What’s happening 
in South Asia?
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
Southampton,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Little White Lies 
film showing
Thu 9 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
Swansea,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
Are robots coming 
for your job?
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
York,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

NATIONAL
Confronting racism and 
fascism—international 
conference
Sat 20 Oct, 10am-5.30pm 
Friends House,  
Euston Road, 
NW1 2NBJ
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism
Go to bit.ly/RacismConference

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

DONCASTER
Tue 7 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Railway Hotel,
West St,
DN1 3AA

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 8 Aug, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP

ROTHERHAM
Wed 29 Aug, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 8 Aug, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

Brexit, Labour and the Tory crisis... 
What do socialists say?

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 
news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to 
your phone
Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

TORY BREXIT minister Dominic Raab (left) and the EU’s chief negotiator Michel Barnier
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Edinburgh offers a festival 
feast of elevating theatre
Theatre critic Mark Brown offers a guide to the forthcoming Edinburgh 
Festival—including spectacle, solo perfermances, Shakespeare and comedy 
AT ITS best, art enhances and 
elevates, which is why the huge 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe, the 
“official” Edinburgh International 
Fest ival  and the Edinburgh 
International Book Festival are so 
exciting.

Underground Railroad Game 
Traverse Theatre, 2-26 August and 
transferring to the Soho Theatre, 
London, 4-29 September 

THE TRAVERSE Theatre is the place 
to go for new theatre. The British  
premiere of this American drama 
looks like an interesting prospect.

Brought over by New York City 
theatre company Ars Nova, this “fear-
less comedy” promises a school his-
tory lesson with a difference. 

In the play, two teachers go “round 
after round on the mat of American 
history, tackling race, sex and power”. 

The piece comes with a warning 
about “nudity, adult themes and 
strong language”.

Check Up: Our NHS @ 70 
Traverse Theatre, 4-26 August

MARK THOMAS’S latest theatre 
show. Thomas is a past master at 
honing politics into hilarious, uncom-
promising and emotionally affecting 
theatre. This piece promises to be no 
different.

Silence 
The Square, Pleasance at EICC, 
Venue 150, 3-26 August

ACCLAIMED POLISH company Teatr 
Biuro Podrozy (The Travel Agency 
Theatre) are presenting their latest 
outdoor spectacular. 

Podrozy use pyrotechnics ,  
stilt-walking and powerful, physical 
performance to focus on the terrible 
obstacles faced by, and the dreams 
of, the millions of people forced to 
migrate from their homelands.

De Profundis  
Assembly Rooms, 2-26 August

THE BRILLIANT actor Simon Callow 
performs Oscar Wilde’s powerful 
prison letter.  

Written in anger, hurt and love 
to his lover Lord Alfred Douglas or  
“Bosie”, Wilde’s famous letter reflects 
powerfully on the great writer’s life 
and the appalling injustice of his 
imprisonment with hard labour. 

Hamlet (An Experience) 
Sweet Novotel venue 188, 2-26 
August 

THIS ONE-WOMAN show by the fine 
actor Emily Carding, promises to be 
another must-see monodrama. 

Carding’s solo treatment of 
Shakespeare’s Richard III was a 
highlight of the theatre year so far. 

It should be fascinating to see how 
she tackles arguably Shakespeare’s 
greatest play.

The Time Machine 
Scottish Storytelling Centre, 
venue 30, 2-19 August

THE FESTIVAL is a great opportu-
nity to show children just how good 
live theatre can be, if you choose 
carefully. 

The Time Machine, by Scottish 
group The Scientific Romance 
Theatre Company, is an acclaimed 
adaptation—for children aged eight 
and over—of HG Wells’s famous 
novella. Involving, its admirers say, 
wonderful puppetry, an excellent 

soundscape and high energy per-
formances, this promises to be an 
enchanting and thought-provoking 
show, for both children and adults.

Waiting for Godot  
Royal Lyceum, 3-12 August 

THE SUPERB Irish theatre company 
Druid’s staging of Samuel Beckett’s 
great play is bound to be excellent.

La Maladie de la Mort  
(The Malady of Death) 
Royal Lyceum, 16-19 August

THIS IS a radical, multi-
media exploration of the 
Marguerite Duras novel of 
the same name by world-
renowned theatremaker 
Katie Mitchell. 

It is presented by leading 
French company Theatre 
des Bouffes du Nord.

The Prisoner 
Royal Lyceum, 22-26 
August

THIS IS also from Theatre des Bouffes 
du Nord. Written and directed by the 
influential theatremaker Peter Brook 
with Marie-Helene Estienne.

It features a multinational cast 
and seems set to offer a powerful 
reflection on issues of justice and 

responsibility.

THE SPECTACTULAR perfomance of Silence 

Druid’s Waiting for Godot

EXHIBITION
PRINT! TEARING IT UP
Somerset House, London 
WC2R 1LA, Until 22 August.

An analogue 
hangover or a 
contemporary 
triumph?
IF YOU are in London 
this summer it is worth 
dropping in to Somerset 
House to an exhibition 
paying homage to 
magazines—Print! Tearing 
it up.

Certainly, it is wonderful 
to see Wyndam Lewis’s 
Blast magazine from 
1914‑15, issuing a call 
against the slaughter of the 
First World War and Claud 
Cockburn’s The Week. 

Early copies of Gay News 
and Spare Rib are there to 
remind us of how recently 
rights many take for 
granted were won.

What is missing, though, 
is particularly telling. 
The 1968 era is well 
represented by OZ, IT and 

Black Dwarf, but nowhere 
in the exhibition is there 
a workers’ movement 
publication. 

Similarly, the Punk 
movement is well 
represented by a set of 
fanzines, but there is a 
spectacular omission—
Rock Against Racism’s 
Temporary Hoarding.

Many people 
championed in the 
exhibition are those who 
went on to produce the 
lifestyle mags of the 1990s 
and early 2000s, making 
millions for themselves and 
publishers. 

The show’s claims  
that it “buries the belief 
that print is dead and 
explores its ongoing 
relevance today” doesn’t 
stack up. 

Print isn’t dead. It has 
unique characteristics. 

That is one reason 
why we produce Socialist 
Worker, but the print 
revolution this exhibition 
eulogises came from 
the seizure of the latest 
technology of its time. 

We need to do the same 
today.
Mike Simons

Dead trees?
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READ MORE
lThe Socialist Case 
Against Import Controls 
by Nigel Harris 
bit.ly/import-controls
lProtectionism or 
Solidarity? 
by Kim Moody  
bit.ly/protectionism-
KimMoody
lIs globalisation finished? 
by Martin Upchurch 
bit.ly/globalisation-Trump

lA Reader’s Guide to 
Marx’s Capital 
by Joseph Choonara  
£9.99 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

government.” Unite sharply 
changed its tune on tariffs 
after Trump imposed them on 
European steel. 

Unite national officer for 
steel Tony Brady said, “Any 
tariffs imposed on UK steel by 
President Trump on a scale 
that is being mooted would be 
misguided.

“They deprive US manufac-
turers of some of the most spe-
cialist steel in the world.” 

Unite said it’s talking to US 
steel workers’ unions about 
Trump’s tariffs, but the AFL-CIO 
union federation has backed 
Trump. 

AFL-CIO president Richard 
Trumka “applauded the admin-
istration’s efforts.” 

“This is a great first step 
toward addressing trade cheat-
ing,” he said. “And we will  
continue to work with the 
administration on rewriting 
trade rules to benefit working 
people.”

Each union is backing their 
own national capitalist state 
and looking to social partner-
ship with the bosses. British 
workers are encouraged to 
defend “British jobs”, American 
workers to fight for “American 
jobs”.

Corbyn might not want 
to take it, but there’s only a 
small step from arguing for 
“build it in Britain” to former 
Labour prime minister Gordon 
Brown’s “British jobs for British 
workers”.

This was enthusiastically 
taken up by the British National 
Party and every racist around. 
It threatened to divide every 
workplace between those who 
were born in Britain and those 
who were not.

We need to fight together 
against the international capi-
talist order. 

Instead of championing 
economic nationalism or neo-
liberal fake internationalism, 
socialists should argue for 
public ownership under demo-
cratic control. 

That’s the real alternative to 
lining up with “our” bosses.

Corbyn says that Robert 
Tressell’s famous book Ragged 
Trousered Philanthropists “first 
inspired my politics”. 

There’s a passage in the 
book where Owen, the cen-
tral character, says, “We’ve 
had free trade for the last  
50 years and today most 
people are living in a 
condition of more or 
less abject poverty, and 
thousands are literally 
starving. 

“When we had protection 
things were worse still. Other 
countries have protection and 
yet many of their people are 
glad to come here and work for 
starvation wages.

“The only difference between 
free trade and protection is that 
under certain circumstances 
one might be a little worse than 
the other, but as remedies for 
poverty neither of them are of 
any real use whatever, for the 
simple reason that they do not 
deal with the real causes of 
poverty.”

Today we have a truly global 
working class, with wage 
labourers as the majority of the 
world’s population.  

That gives our side immense 
potential power in the fight to 
transform global capitalism 
into an international social-
ist order. 

Donald Trump 
(top) has 
threatened tariffs 
against China and 
some unions want 
tariffs too (above). 
Jeremy Corbyn 
(below) has 
spoken out against 
“cheap labour 
abroad”

F
ROM THE US to 
Britain, politi-
cians are trading 
threats of impos-
ing measures to 
protect “their” 

national industries. 
Donald Trump boasted 

on Twitter that “tariffs 
are the greatest” ahead of 
a summit with European 
Union (EU) supremo Jean 
Claude Juncker last week. 

Trump has  a l ready 
slapped a levy of 25 percent 
on imports of steel and 10 
percent on aluminium from 
Europe.

And Juncker was planning 
a £15 billion package of tar-
iffs on US imports—on top 
of recent ones on whiskey, 
motorcycles and peanuts. 

He also warned Tory Brexit 
secretary Dominic Raab that 
a free trade deal was not 
guaranteed after Britain left 
the EU. 

Other cabinet ministers 
scrambled around to reassure 
businesses they would still be 
able to maintain tariff-free 
trade. 

These threats are sending 
shockwaves through global 
capitalism—and confusion on 
the left over how to respond.

The likes of the Tories, 
Trump and Juncker have never 
tried to look out for the inter-
ests of working class people.

But apologists for free market 
policies have denounced pro-
tectionist measures, such as 
tariffs, as harmful for global 
capitalism.

And arguments for protec-
tionism are often cloaked in 
rhetoric about protecting work-
ers’ wages, terms and condi-
tions and jobs from interna-
tional competition and cheaper 
labour abroad. 

This means that some social-
ists and trade union leaders in 
Britain go along with forms of 
protectionism. They see pro-
tectionist measures as an alter-
native to the ravages of free 
market shock therapy.

The US and British ruling 
classes have spearheaded 
an assault on working class 
living standards to restore 
profitability. 

Inequality has spiralled, 
workers’ wages have stagnated 
and manufacturing bosses have 
slashed jobs.

Trade liberalisation has 
been a big a part of the drive 
for free market reforms. One 
of Margaret Thatcher’s biggest 
achievements for the bosses 
was taking Britain into the 
European Single Market.

As part of the fight against 
the Tories and bosses’ attacks, 
many socialists have focussed 
on job losses in manufacturing 
through free trade. 

This was in evident in Jeremy 
Corbyn’s “Build it in Britain” 
speech to the bosses’ Institute 
of Directors last Tuesday. 

He promised to “repro-
gramme our economy so that it 
stops working for the few and 
begins working for the many”.

But the bulk of the speech 
was about supporting British 

capitalism against international 
competition. “We’ve been told 
that it’s good, even advanced, 
for our country to manufacture 
less and less and to rely instead 
on cheap labour abroad to pro-
duce imports,” he said. 

And while Corbyn shied 
away from calling for import 
controls, he outlined other pro-
tectionist measures.

But protectionism is no 
socialist alternative to global 
capitalism. The first problem is 
that import controls and other 

forms of protectionism don’t 
protect jobs. 

And, secondly, protectionism 
assumes that bosses and work-
ers in one country have the 
same interests—interests which 
are different and possibly hos-
tile to workers elsewhere. 

In the middle of a global 
depression, British tariffs were 
introduced in 1931 on “basic 
industries”—coal, iron and 
steel, ship building and textiles.

Two years before tariffs were 
introduced some 2.3 million 

workers were employed in the 
basic industries. After eight 
years of protectionism, only  
1.8 million worked in them. 

And the level of unemploy-
ment in these industries was 
double the general rate of 
unemployment in Britain in the 
1930s.

The British state introducing 
tariffs was part of a broader 
shift towards economic nation-
alism in the 1930s. The liberal 
apologists for capitalism still 
point to that period—and warn 
that the likes of Trump are 
returning to it. 

They argue that the unem-
ployment of the 1930s shows 
free trade benefits working 
class people by generating jobs. 
This is rubbish. 

The loss of jobs took place 
against the backdrop of capital-
ist crisis. This was triggered by 
a general crisis of profitability, 
not international trade policy. 

And the loss of jobs in the 
heavy industries in particular 
was part of a broader trend 
within capitalism to shift from 
manufacturing to service 
sector jobs. 

The proportion working 
in manufacturing in Britain 
peaked at around 40 percent 
in 1911.

A
PART FROM a 
brief bump dur-
ing the Second 
World War, the 
proportion has 
continued to 

decline to around 10 percent 
today. 

Capitalists face constant 
competition from their rivals to 
grab as much profit as possible. 

This forces them to plough 
investments into more effi-
cient methods of produc-
tion, whether that’s the latest 
machine or IT equipment. 

And doing so raises the pro-
ductivity of labour, meaning 
that fewer workers can pro-
duce the same amount or more 
output. 

This has seen the number 
of manufacturing workers in 
Britain dramatically drop to  
2.6 million. But at the same 
time British capitalism is still 
the eighth largest manufacturer 
in the world and could break 
into the top five by 2020.

Protect ionist  measures 
wouldn’t stop this process—
only a planned economy  
without a profit motive would. 

The steel crisis of 2016 also 
shows the danger of socialists 
and unions backing protection-
ism. Alongside doing nothing 
to save jobs, it opens the door 
to chauvinism and divides the 
working class.

During the industry crisis, 
the Unite, Community and 
the GMB steel workers’ unions 
blamed China “dumping” steel 
onto the European markets. 
They called for tariffs against 
foreign steel and tax relief to 
protect the bosses’ profits.

Unite deputy general secre-
tary Tony Burke wrote, “The 
continued failure to agree 
to tariffs for Chinese steel 
reflects really badly on the UK 

EXPOSING 
THE LIES 
ON TARIFFS
Competing world leaders plan tariffs on trade—and some 
on the left back them. But these measures have nothing to 
do with protecting workers, argues Tomáš Tengely-Evans

Protectionism 
is no socialist 
alternative to 
global 
capitalism 

‘‘ 
US union leader 
Richard Trumka

WORKERS PROTESTING against cuts to steel jobs in 2015—but some unions focused 

on “dumping” of steel by China, rather than directing their anger towards the Tories

Rise in custody deaths an 
indictment of police racism

Figures for deaths in 
police custody were 
released last week—
but they don’t tell the 
full story, says Simon 
Basketter 

SOME 283 people died 
after contact with the 
police last year.

Most reporting pointed to 
the 23 deaths in or following 
police custody. It’s the highest 
figure recorded in the past 
14 years and an increase 
of nine since last year.

But the figures are 
not unproblematic. 

At least three young black 
men who died during or 
after police restraint are 
not included in the latest 
official count of “deaths in or 
following police custody”.

Police restrained Edson 
Da Costa and after six days 
he died in Newham, east 
London, on 21 June 2017. 

Police and members of 
the public restrained Shane 
Bryant in Leicestershire 
on 13 July 2017. He 
died two days later.

And police restrained 
Rashan Charles in Hackney, 
east London, on  
22 July 2017 and he died.

But these three are 
excluded from the headline 
figure of 23 because they 
were not technically 
in custody. They had 
not been arrested.

Instead they are included 
as part of the what the 
Independent Office for Police 
Conduct (IOPC) describe 
as “other deaths” following 
contact with the police. 

The IOPC investigated 
170 “other deaths” following 
police contact—up from 
132 the previous year.

Concerns
Of those cases, 146 followed 
contact with police after 
concerns were raised for the 
person’s welfare. Among 
those, 45 died following a 
missing person report and 
another 43 after fears about 
their risk of self-harm, suicide 
or mental health issues.

A total of 57 people 
apparently took their own 
lives following police contact.

Austerity has meant more 

vulnerable people are not 
getting support. But the 
truth is that it is coming in to 
contact with the police that is 
dangerous and possibly fatal—
especially if you are black. 

Deborah Coles, Director of 
the Inquest legal charity and 
campaign group, said, “These 
figures, the highest for over 
a decade, are an indictment 
of the failing systems of 
investigation, learning and 
accountability which follow 
police related deaths. 

“The disproportionality 

in the use of force against 
black people adds to the 
irrefutable evidence of 
structural racism embedded 
in policing practices.”

There were four fatal 
police shootings between 
April 2017 and March 2018. 
There were 29 road traffic 
deaths, 17 of which were 
related to police pursuits.

Seven of those who died 
were driving a vehicle being 
chased by officers. Four 
others were passengers in 
cars being pursued, one was 
either a driver or a passenger, 
two were passengers in 
an unrelated vehicle and 
three were pedestrians.

Of the 23 deaths in custody 
there were nine more police 
custody deaths in 2017/18 
than the previous year.

Force
Seventeen were restrained 
or had force used against 
them by the police or others 
before their deaths. 

Eleven of the 23 people 
had force used against 
them by officers or by 
members of the public. 
Twelve of the 23 people had 
mental health concerns.

The IOPC is the latest 
attempt to rehabilitate 
how the police investigate 
themselves. It is a relaunched, 
renamed of version of the 
disgraced Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission, which was 
itself a replacement for 
previous discredited bodies.

There has still never been 
a successful manslaughter 
or murder prosecution 
of a police officer for a 
death in police custody.

CAMPAIGNING FOR justice  Picture : Guy Smallman

Contact with 
police is 
dangerous—
especially if 
you are black

‘‘ 

COMMENT‘‘ ’’

FIGURE IT OUT

23
People recorded as having 
died in or following police 
custody in 2017

9
 More custody deaths than 
the previous year

170
 The number of “other” 
deaths investigated
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Neoliberalism behind Khan’s populism 
IMRAN KHAN, the for-
mer Pakistani cricket star, 
declared victory in the 
country’s general election 
last week despite allega-
tions of widespread fraud.

As his Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) party enjoyed success 
across Pakistan, Khan made a 
televised address to announce 
himself as the country’s prime 
minister-elect. Rival parties 
have rejected the results, how-
ever, amid growing outrage 
at alleged vote rigging by the 
military.

The result is a major upset 
in a country where two main 
parties have dominated poli-
tics for decades, despite their 
rule being regularly inter-
rupted by military coups.

The PTI is a relatively new 
party that likes to portray 
itself as a fighter for the poor 
and lower middle classes.

Corruption
The party centred its cam-
paign on its pledge to drive 
out the corruption in politics, 
government and big business. 
That’s a popular demand 
among poorer Pakistanis who 
look on at the stratospheric 
wealth of their rulers.

Khan has made much of 

his charitable work, such as 
his foundations that build 
hospitals and schools where 
state provision is largely 
absent. 

He has also spoken out 
against the “war on terror”, 
demanding peace talks 
between the state and the 

Pakistani Taliban. In reality, 
the PTI is a party of the pro-
fessional classes, frustrated 
by Pakistan’s apparent inabil-
ity to make a global economic 
breakthrough.

They demand “reform” 
to make the state more effi-
cient—but know they need 

a wider social programme to 
win votes.

The party’s opposition to 
military intervention against 
the Taliban and others stems 
from its desire to main-
tain the unity of the state, 
rather than any principled 
objection to imperialism.  

Pakistani socialist Riaz 
Ahmed argued the new gov-
ernment will face many 
challenges, in addition to 
attempts by the ousted par-
ties to get the election 
declared void.

“Politicians in traditional 
parties cannot resolve the 
economic crisis,” he said.

“They cannot cut public 
sector spending. They cannot 
make exporters happy by 
devaluing the currency 
because they can’t bear the 
public anger against the 
resulting inflation,” he said.

“The last government had 
to roll back its privatisation 
plans after massive resistance 
by airline and steel workers.”

Backlash 
“The war in Afghanistan cre-
ated a backlash inside Paki-
stan.

“It has forced governments 
led by both the main parties 
to launch massive military 
operations to crush militant 
Islam. This resulted in horrific 
human rights abuses.”

Pakistan is facing multiple 
economic crises.

For years, the country 
has imported more than 
it exports, forcing it to dig 

deep into its foreign cur-
rency reserves. Now the 
stocks of cash to pay for fur-
ther imports are almost dry.

Pakistan could be forced 
to return to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund for yet 
another bail out. 

But the terms of any such 
deal will be harsh. It will 
demand big cuts in public 
spending.

Attack
The PTI—which speaks of 
creating an “Islamic Wel-
fare State” and the desire to 
“eradicate poverty”—would 
be forced to attack millions 
of its own voters.

“Behind the smile of Imran 
Khan’s populism lies the iron 
fist of the state,” said Riaz. 

H e  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t 
attempts to make the poor 
pay for the crisis will be met 
by struggle.

“The past ten years have 
proved the working class and 
the lower-middle class have 
continued the resistance.

“The future brings more 
repression but also opportu-
nities for the ordinary masses 
to agitate and demand more 
freedoms while the bourgeois 
parties stand divided.”

IMRAN KHAN’S victory last week was mired by allegations of vote rigging  
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The disgusting US racists  
funding Tommy Robinson
The jailing of Nazi figurehead Tommy Robinson has acted as a focal point for 
fascists across the world. Alistair Farrow investigates his international backers 

THE FAR right in Britain is 
growing—and it has interna-

tional backing. 
Jailed Nazi Tommy Robinson 

has been held up as a “free speech 
martyr” by the far right. 

The “Free Tommy Robinson” cam-
paign has demanded the release of 
Robinson, who admitted to contempt 
of court after he filmed outside a trial.

His supporters have held two “Free 
Tommy” mobilisations demanding his 
release, on 9 June and 14 July.

Far right figures from across the US 
and Europe spoke or sent messages of 
support to both. 

InfoWars alt right website founder 
Alex Jones has claimed to be funding 
Robinson. And Donald Trump’s son, 
Donald Junior, tweeted his support of 
Britain’s most prominent fascist.

The racist Middle East Forum 
(MEF) “think tank” in the US admit-
ted to funding both “Free Tommy” 
demonstrations. The MEF’s president 
is longstanding Islamophobe Daniel 
Pipes (see right). 

Raheem Kassam, a British “fellow” 
of MEF, said the costs of the June and 
July mobilisations came to “£10,000 
to £15,000 per event”. 

Kassam is the former London 
editor of racist website Breitbart 
News, and a former chief adviser for 
Nigel Farage. 

Travelled
Republican congressman Paul Gosar 
travelled to the 14 July event. His 
attendance was organised by MEF. 
Gosar is thought to be Steve Bannon’s 
link to the Freedom Caucus, a group 
of hardline conservatives in the US 
House of Representatives.

Bannon, Donald Trump’s former 
presidential election campaign 

manager, is reported to have met 
senior Tory figures. These include 
Boris Johnson and Jacob Rees-Mogg.

Bannon is also building a far right 
think tank called The Movement, 
designed to pull European politics to 
the right.

The MEF helped Robinson with his 
legal costs. It has previously helped 
other far right figures with legal costs 
(see below).

Forum director Gregg Roman 
said, “No matter one’s views of  
Mr. Robinson, all decent people must 
support his right to discuss contro-
versial matters without fear of arrest, 

secret trial, and imprisonment.”
The same rights don’t apply to 

Muslims though.
“‘Engagement’ with non-violent 

Islamists only serves to fuel the radi-
calisation problem,” reads another 
article from the MEF’s canon of hate. 

The MEF is one of the more “mod-
erate” of the right wing forces arrayed 
behind Robinson. 

His attempts to portray himself as a 
“free speech” martyr go back to 2012 
when he spoke at a far right rally in 
New York organised by Pamela Geller 
(see right). 

Geller and others’ more combative 

anti-Muslim rhetoric has taken a 
back seat—for now—to the alt-right’s 
focus on “free speech”, which acts as 
a cover for Islamophobia.

The  bes t  way  to  prevent 
Robinson’s martyrdom is to choke 
off the oxygen from the movement 
behind him. 

When he is released the fascists will 
mobilise thousands to greet him—we 
must be there to stand against them.

Deep pockets of a legal fund that backs up bigots
THE MIDDLE East 
Forum has a lot of 

cash—and uses it to push 
Islamophobia across the 
world. 

It was set up in 1994 
and its Legal Project has 
been used to fund far 
right figures’ legal cases 
against what it describes 
as “Islamic lawfare”.

Islamophobic politician 
Geert Wilders from the 
Netherlands received 
support from MEF. “The 
importance of the MEF’s 
Legal Project in reclaiming 
free expression and 
political discourse in the 

Netherlands against the 
encroachment of hate 
speech and incitement 
laws, cannot be 
overestimated,” he gushed 
back in September 2011.

The MEF has handed 
over tens of thousands 
in legal fees. It can 
afford to do this because 
it has deep pockets 
stuffed with money 
from wealthy backers. 

One such backer is 
the Edgerly Foundation. 
It gave MEF almost 
£200,000 between 
2000 and 2015—almost 
£40,000 a year in 2013, 

2014 and 2015. 
William S Edgerly is 

one of the trustees of the 
foundation. His money 
comes from the time he 
was CEO of State Street 
Corporation, a Fortune 
500-listed bank. 

A 2011 study found that 
between 2000 and 2009 
MEF received over £6.5 
million in donations.  

Other MEF backers 
include the Russell Berrie 
Foundation, which gave 
almost £250,000 to MEF 
between 2000 and 2003. 

Russell Berrie was a 
soft toy manufacturer, 

whose firm was valued 
at almost £230,000 
before he retired. 

Despite funding 
open Islamophobes the 
foundation’s “Interfatith 
Bridge Building” 
campaign claims to forge 
“meaningful connections 
among Christian, Jewish 
and Muslim leaders.”

Another backer is 
the Klarman Family 
Foundation. 

As of 2013 its trustees 
included Seth A Klarman, 
the founder of the Boston-
based hedge fund the 
Baupost Group. As of 

2015 the group was worth 
more than £15 billion. 

In 2010 the foundation 
gave MEF almost £40,000. 

That’s a drop in the 
ocean compared to the 
other donations the 
foundation makes. For 
instance, in 2014 it gave 
over £1.1 million to the 
Zionist organisation 
Birthright Israel.

This organises trips 
to Palestine for young 
Jewish people to foster 
support for Israel—
while concealing the 
existence of Palestinians 
and the occupation.

Geller-bellied 
Islamophobe

 PAMELA Geller 
invited Robinson 

to speak in New York 
at a 2012 conference 
hosted by her Stop 
Islamification Of Nations 
organisation.

 Robinson snuck in to 
the US for the rally, and 
was imprisoned on his 
return for using a false 
passport. 

She has previously 
said, “Muslim 
immigration is tied 
directly to Islamic 
terror. The more Muslim 
immigration, the more 
Islamic terror you have, 
and the more of the 
Muslim zones—these 
no-go zones. Europe is a 
cautionary tale.”

A link to the 
conservatives

 DANIEL PIPES is 
the president of the 

Middle East Forum. 
He is a longstanding 

and vicious Islamophobe 
who provides a bridge 
between the far right 
and the US neocons. 
Nazi thugs always 
try to benefit from 
“respectable” backers. 
Pipes gives “credibility” 
to the anti-Muslim 
movement in the US 
thanks to his visiting 
professorships at places 
like Haifa University in 
Israel.

“The police allow 
rape gangs to operate 
for decades but swoop 
down within minutes on 
Tommy Robinson for a 
peccadillo,” said Pipes. 

He travelled to 
Robinson’s hometown 
of Luton to meet him 
in December 2017. He 
said of Robinson, “He is 
knowledgeable, draws 
a distinction between 
Islam and Islamism, and 
is a leader. 

“Toffs should get over 
their class bias against 
him and the authorities 
must treat him fairly.”

THE “FREE Tommy” rally on 9 June has funding from racists in the US  

More online
Is everything going to be alt right 
for Ukip? bit.ly/ukip-alt-right
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Cuts leave skeleton 
staff to run paper
JOURNALISTS have warned 
that short staffing at a 
newspaper has left the 
editorial team “at crisis 
point”.

The latest round of cuts at 
the Northern Echo, based in 
Darlington, has made working 
conditions unsafe, the NUJ 
union has said.

Bosses at Newsquest, 
which owns the paper, want 
to slash eight people from the 
editorial team. 

The paper is already 
short staffed, with the 
NUJ reporting that some 
individuals are starting 9am 
shifts at 5:30am just to hit 
deadlines.

Waltham Forest 
Pride is big success 
AROUND 500 people joined 
the We Are Waltham Forest 
Pride festival in the east 
London borough on Saturday 
of last week.

Sean Dewey, one of the 
organisers, explained why 
activists had decided to put 
on a community Pride—to put 
politics back into the event. 

“The Evening Standard 
newspaper put out an article 
on two homophobic attacks 
in Waltham Forest last 
December,” he told the crowd.  

“The people behind the 
attack were portrayed as 
Muslim. 

“I knew there would be a 
negative backlash.”

He added, “We are a 
diverse community and we 
will not let fascism, racism 
or any other kind of hatred 
divide our community.

“I want to bring back 
community to Pride”.

Tube workers plan 
walkout at depot   
WORKERS AT the Ruislip 
Tube depot in west London 
are set to walk out on Friday 
and Sunday in the latest 
action over pay. 

It follows 48 hours of 
action in June. 

The strike is set to 
affect the running of the 
Underground, as the depot 
is responsible for all of the 
network’s trains. 

Crane makers aim 
for higher pay rise 
UNITE AND GMB union 
members at a crane 
manufacturer in Sunderland 
are planning four days of 
strikes in August.

Some 28 crane assemblers 
are set to strike from 8pm on 
Thursday of next week until 
midnight the following day.

The workers, who are 
already on an overtime ban, 
then plan to strike on 16 and 
17 August. 

Bosses at Liebherr Group 
boasted of a turnover of over 
£9 billion last year.

But they only offered 
workers a 3 percent rise, a 
£150 lump sum and an extra 
day off over Christmas. 

Nazis outnumbered 
in Stockton-on-Tees
by NICK CLARK 

ANTI-FASCISTS outnumbered 
supporters of jailed Nazi 
Tommy Robinson in Stockton-
on-Tees, Teesside, on Sunday.

A tiny group of Nazis turned 
out under the banner of “Gays 
Against Sharia UK” along with 
the fascist For Britain party. 

Less than 50 Nazis marched, 
carrying banners calling for 
Robinson’s release, as well 
as Union Jacks, St George’s 
Crosses and Israeli flags.

They were outnumbered by 
up to twice as many  
anti-racists, chanting, “There 
are many more of us than 
you”.

March 
The counter protest was 
organised by Labour Party 
members from Stockton and 
supported by Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR). Labour MP 
Alex Cunningham also issued 
a statement condemning the 
Nazi march.

SUTR activist Yunus Bakhsh 

told Socialist Worker, “The 
significant thing about our 
protest is that everyone on it 
came from the Teesside area 
whereas most of the racists 
came from outside.”

He added, “The Nazis 
marched up the road behind 
an LGBT+ rainbow banner, 
but that was quickly pushed 

aside for Union Jacks and the 
Israeli flag.

“They also had a ‘Free 
Tommy’ van driving around—
but it blew over in the wind 
and got smashed.”

Activists were set to build 
on their success with a launch 
meeting of Stockton SUTR on 
Wednesday. 

CHANTS OF “Tory, Tory, Tory—out, out, out” rang out in Inverness last Saturday as 
thousands of people joined a demonstration calling for Scottish independence. It was the 
latest in a series of big marches in favour of a second referendum

Firefighter’s union leaders 
threaten strikes over pay 
FIREFIGHTERS ARE to be 
consulted on a 2 percent 
pay offer from bosses—as 
leaders of their FBU union 
threaten industrial action.

FBU union leaders have 
said the proposed pay 
increase isn’t high enough 
following eight years of 
below-inflation pay rises—
effectively pay cuts.

Fire bosses have sought 
to offer pay increases in 
exchange for firefighters 
agreeing to take on extra 
duties outside their normal 
roles.

FBU members rejected a 
two percent pay offer last 
year that was conditional on 
accepting the extra duties.

The FBU’s executive 
council said the latest pay 
offer “Fails to take account 
of the fact that FBU members 
have already significantly 

expanded the work and 
activity undertaken in 
the service, in most cases 
without any appropriate 
payment.”

It recommends that the 
proposed increase should be 
made and that negotiations 
continue. 

Prepare 
But it also says firefighters 
should be “consulted on 
the need to prepare for 
industrial action. 

“This includes the need to 
prepare for strike action as 
well as developing plans for 
a withdrawal from all non-
agreed or non-contractual 
work currently undertaken 
within the service,” it said. 

FBU members should fight 
for a pay deal that makes 
up for years of pay cuts and 
below-inflation increases.

SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE PAY CAMPAIGNS 

ANTI-FASCISM 

There was widespread support from unions for the 
anti-fascist counter-protest in Stockton

HEALTH SERVICE 

Health workers demand 
poor pay deal is reopened
NHS WORKERS are 
demanding unions reopen 
a shoddy pay deal that was 
cobbled together by the Tories 
and trade union leaders. 

It emerged last month that 
tens of thousands of health 
workers will be forced to wait 
up to eight months to see half 
of their 3 percent promised pay 
rise this year. 

The Royal College of 
Nursing (RCN) was forced 
last week to agree to an 
independent review into how 
the deal was sold to members. 

RCN chief executive 
Janet Davies said, “I can 
only apologise for how we 
interpreted it and how we 
suggested to you that a 3% 
rise would be backdated for 
everyone.”

Under the NHS Agenda 
for Change pay scales each 
pay band is divided into 
increments, which health 
workers progress up each year.

Those who have not reached 
the top of their pay bands will 
receive the pay rise in two 
stages—1.5 percent in August 

and 1.5 percent on their 
increment date. 

If a worker’s increment 
date was 1 April, they will get 
the full amount. But if their 
increment date was in March, 
they will only get the August 
1.5 percent this year. 

The RCN leadership has 
claimed it wasn’t aware of 
those details, but some reps 
have said they received an 
email with a briefing paper 
explaining it on 20 July. 

The leadership’s apology 
came after a petition 
demanding an emergency 
general meeting. 

The Unison union 
leadership tried to deny that 
it hadn’t told members about 
the details of the deal. But 
the RCN members’ initiative 
shows that it’s possible to put 
pressure on union leaders.

Activists in other unions 
should use it to agitate for 
action. And Unison and the 
other health unions should 
reopen the pay deal and join 
the GMB in balloting their 
members for strikes. 

Many health worker activists argued to reject the Tories 
and union leaders’ shoddy pay deal 

“GIG ECONOMY” 

Cab drivers 
want action 
on Ubers
CAB DRIVERS protested 
on Wednesday of last week 
to demand Transport for 
London (TfL) back them in 
their fight against firms such 
as Uber.

The protest was part of 
a long-running campaign to 
get TfL bosses to demand 
that “gig economy” firms 
guarantee workers’ rights 
before it issues licences to 
them. 

The protest was called by 

United Private Hire Drivers 
(UPHD).

It is a part of the 
Independent Workers of 
Great Britain union. 

Yaseen Aslam of UPHD 

said, “It is time for the mayor 
to stand up for precarious 
workers and to eradicate 
sweatshop conditions from 
the licensed trade in the 
capital once and for all.”

Taxi drivers want the mayor to defend their rights
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Strike on Eurostar over 
safety fears at station
by SARAH BATES

WORKERS ON the Eurostar inter-
national train line walked out for 
24 hours last Saturday in protest at 
dangerous conditions for staff and 
customers.

Some 140 members of the RMT 
union joined the strike, causing 
delays and disruption. 

It came on the same day that faults 
with the trains on the Eurotunnel 
meant delays of six hours. 

Now the Eurostar guards want to 
join in on the action, and have started 
balloting to join the strike. 

The St Pancras terminal in central 
London is becoming overcrowded 
partly because bosses are selling too 
many tickets for each train.

This means if there’s a problem 
with a train, there’s too many pas-
sengers to sit on a later service. 

Workers are demanding “capping” 
of services, which would mean a 
manageable amount of people when 
delays occur.

Logjam
A Eurostar worker told Socialist 
Worker the practice of overselling 
was “causing a logjam” in the station.

“To further compound the prob-
lems, the new trains carry an extra 
100 people, so if they fail, they’ve 
got to re-accomodate them, and 100 
people simply don’t have a seat.

“If you’ve got a few backed up, 
there’s hundreds of people in the ter-
minal”, he said.

The problems partly arise as a 
result of a redundancy programme 
and cuts to services rolled out 
across the Eurostar in the past 18 
months. But, as the Eurostar worker 

explained, “They were expecting a 
lower passenger volume, but that 
actually went up”.

This leaves the customer-facing 
terminal staff with the overwhelm-
ing task of keeping passengers safe.

The Eurostar worker also blasted 
management, who aren’t helping dif-
fuse the stressful environment for 
workers. 

“They’re not willing to put signs 

about abuse. They say it’s not in keep-
ing with the company image,” he said. 
“So that’s a bugbear with workers.” 

But he added that the threat of 
workers taking action had already 
got a response from the bosses. “They 
issued a communique saying we’re 
capping all trains up to the end of 
August,” he said.

Yet with no promises from the 
bosses to stop overselling tickets past 

the busiest periods, he warned that 
strikers were treating the promise 
with “scepticism”.
nWORKERS ON South Western 
Railway have struck for three days 
over bosses’ plans to axe the guard 
on trains. RMT members struck on 
Thursday and Saturday of last week, 
and Tuesday of this week. They plan 
five further days including over the 
August bank holiday.

HOUSING CAMPAIGNS

Victory for estate residents 
makes a big splash in Bath
RESIDENTS OF the 
Foxhill estate in Bath are 
celebrating a victory in 
their legal fight to stop their 
homes being demolished. 

Bath housing association 
Curo had won initial outline 
planning permission in July 
2017 to demolish up to 542 
homes and build up to 700 
new ones.

Curo pulled out from 
the deal after residents 
won permission to take the 
council to court. 

Residents opposed the 
decision because it could 
have disproportionately 
affected vulnerable people 

and other groups who face 
oppression.

High Court judge Mr 
Justice Lewis found that 
the council’s policy “did not 
specifically address” the 
plan’s impact on “protected 
groups”. 

Impact assessments are 
supposed to be carried out 
to protect groups of people 
from unfair treatment. 

Summing up Justice 
Lewis said, “The grant of 
outline planning permission 
on 30 November 2017 was 
unlawful, and that outline 
planning permission will be 
quashed.”

EBURY ESTATE

THREE STRIKERS on the picket line Picture: Guy Smallman

UNIVERSITIES

Back the left 
in UCU vote
LEFT WING activists in the 
UCU union are encouraging 
union members to vote for 
four candidates in elections 
to the USS National Dispute 
Committee. Tim Wilson, 
Gholam Khiabany, Karen 
Evans and Jo Grady are 
backed by the UCU left group 

The deadline to vote is  
12 noon on 6 September. 
UCU members in older 
universities are eligible to 
vote, along with delegates 
who attended a special 
higher education sector 
conference in June.

The committee arose out 
of strikes earlier this year 
over pensions. UCU members 
in over 60 universities struck 
for 14 days to defend their 
USS pension scheme.

During the strikes, the 
UCU called a number of 
branch delegate meetings. 

But delegates attending 
couldn’t vote and real 
decisions were made 
by the higher education 
committee. Many UCU 
members felt there was 
a lack of democracy and 
accountability.
Sadie Robinson

CLEANERS

Pay judged 
unjust by 
workers
WORKERS AT the Ministry 
of Justice (MoJ) and 
Kensington and Chelsea 
council are set to strike from 
Tuesday until Thursday.

The vast majority of 
the workers are migrants. 
They are represented by 
the United Voices of the 
World (UVW) union.

Their demands include 
the London Living Wage of 
£10.20 an hour and equal 
terms and conditions as 
people employed directly. 

Workers at the MoJ are 
paid the minimum wage—
just £7.83 an hour. 

If they win their 
demand for the London 
Living Wage it would be 
a 25 percent increase.

Cleaners at Health Care 
America are also set to strike 
at the end of August for 
similar demands. Solidarity 
protests will be taking place 
outside their workplaces 
during the strikes next week. 

MoJ cleaner Luis said, 
“Even though we are paid 
minimum wage, the company 
still tries to make us work 
harder and harder, doing 
more tasks and cleaning 
more and the company 
doesn’t send anyone to 
replace the workers who 
are sick or absent. 

“It is because they 
don’t even listen to us 
or treat us with respect 
that we have to strike.”

ACTIVISTS PROTESTED 
outside Westminster 
council’s offices in central 
London on Monday night 
against plans to demolish 
the Ebury estate in the 
borough. 

Residents previously 
backed a plan which 
involved refurbishment 
rather than demolition. But 
the council voted that option 
down as not “attractive to 
developers”.

They maintain people 
will have the right to return 
to the estate on the same 
tenancies.

But redevelopment 
projects across London have 
shown that developers and 
councils should not be taken 
at their word. The council’s 
Labour group has raised 
concerns about the plans.

Tories delay 
green paper
THE TORIES have delayed 
the publication of the 
social housing green 
paper yet again.

They had promised to 
get it out before parliament 
broke up for the summer. 

MPs from Labour, the 
Lib Dems and the Greens 
have written a letter to 
local government minister 
James Brokenshire.

It says the delay 
“demonstrates an abdication 
of duty by the government” 
and points out that a 
solution to the housing crisis 
is desperately needed. 

Looking to the Tories for 
change over social housing 
is wishful thinking.The Ebury estate in Pimlico



Published by Larkham Printers & Publishers Ltd. Correspondence address: PO Box 74955, London, E16 9EJ. Printed by trade union labour at Reach Printing Services

£1    No.2615    1 August 2018   

STRIKERS RALLIED outside a meeting of Labour-run Birmingham City Council on the first day of their walkout  Picture: Geoff Dexter

 ‘WE’RE STRIKING 
 TO SAVE CARE’ 
by SARAH BATES 

HOME CARE workers in 
Birmingham began a two-
day strike on Tuesday to 
stop the total destruction of 
their service. 

The Unison union mem-
bers are also f ight ing 
“devastating” plans that will 
put workers “below the pov-
erty line”. 

The 285 workers at 
Birmingham City Council’s 
home enablement service 
plan a further 12 days of 
strikes.  

Workers rallied outside a 
meeting of the Labour-run 
council on the first morning 
of their action. 

Mandy Buckley, Unison 
senior steward, told Socialist 
Worke r  t ha t  worke r s 
“couldn’t wait” to walk out 
before the strike. 

“We’re feeling brilliant,” 
she said. 

“We were looking forward 
to it because at the end of the 
day we haven’t got another 
option”.

Strikers planned picket 
lines outside council build-
ings on the second day of 
the action. Mandy said this is 

important as “we need to let 
other members of staff know 
if the council can do it to us, 
it can do it to them”.

Bosses have cut 48 percent 
of jobs in the service in the 
last year. 

After striking in January, 
February and March, carers 
voted by 97 percent in June 
to continue their action.

Mandy explained that 
workers feel unbowed by 
taking on Birmingham coun-
cil bosses, who she says 
“underestimated” the carers.  

Determined 
“They didn’t expect the 
strike,” she said. “They 
expected to wipe the floor 
with us, but people are more 
determined now.”

Birmingham council last 
month announced a devas-
tating new raft of cuts. 

These include a proposed 
£2 million “saving” from the 
enablement service and plans 
to force all workers onto part 
time contracts of 14, 18 or  
21 hours. 

This would not only plunge 
them into poverty, but also 
affect their pensions and abil-
ity to claim Universal Credit. 
Bosses say the new rotas 

will be decided by a “selec-
tion process”—of which the 
workers haven’t been given 
any details.

Mandy describes the 
slashed hours as “devas-
tating”. “You can’t live on 
them,” she said. 

“It would put us below the 
poverty line.” 

The low-paid, overwhelm-
ingly women workforce 
suffered pay cuts in 2012 that 
saw many lose up to £5,500 
a year. Partly because of this 

many of them took on second 
jobs. 

But the new shift patterns 
will make second jobs—
many of which will be on 
zero hours contracts—impos-
sible to get. 

Consultancy
The attacks are a result of a 
“redesign”, which the coun-
cil paid £12 million to private 
consultancy firm Newton 
Europe for.  

The home enablement 
team work as carers to sup-
port people in their own 
homes in the six weeks fol-
lowing discharge from 
hospital. 

It’s a council run service, 
but job cuts of almost 200 
carers in the last year mean 
that more care packages are 
being outsourced to the pri-
vate sector. 

Mandy said that further 
attacks are a result of the 
council preparing to priva-
tise this much-needed public 
service. “We were one of the 
biggest workforces within the 
council,” she explained. 

“But they’ve tried to get us 
as small as they can, to get 
it ready for privatisation.” 
 A privatised, for-profit 

service means worse quality 
care for service users. 

Mandy said that selling 
the service off would mean 
workers with “no experience 
and lower wages”. “We’ve 
got years and years of expe-
rience”, she said. 

“People don’t realise the 
skills we’ve got. Our job role 
means we’re a mixture of a 
counsellor, a social worker 
and a district nurse”.

And she says the experi-
ence of fighting back against 
the council has been “empow-
ering” for the workers. 

“Now people are prepared 
to stand up for themselves,” 
Mandy said. 

“Even in meetings, before 
they wouldn’t say their views 
but now they will”. 

The Birmingham home 
care workers are a beacon 
of resistance in a society that 
throws low-paid women to 
the bottom of the pile. 

Every trade unionist 
should build solidarity to 
support their battle against 
privatisation and for the 
quality adult social care that 
everyone deserves.
Join the strike rally 12pm, 
11 August, Victoria Square, 
Birmingham, B1 1BD

Home carers are “unbowed”—Unison union rep Mandy Buckley (left) 

SOLIDARITY 
lRush support to info@
birminghamunison.co.uk 
lContact Birmingham 
Unison to invite a home 
care worker to speak at 
your union branch
lMake cheques payable 
to “Birmingham Unison”. 
Make clear it’s for the 
hardship fund. Send to 
Mclaren building, 35 Dale 
End, Birmingham, B4 7LN
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