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Wave of solidarity for 
Bookmarks after shop 

targeted >>Page 3

 A GROUP of placard-waving racists and
 fascists attacked the socialist
 bookshop Bookmarks last Saturday.
 They ransacked displays and ripped 
up materials in the central London shop. 

Smear to silence 
Palestinian voices

Labour’s antisemitism row attacks Corbyn
and prevents criticism of Israel >>Pages 4&5

Debating Corbyn and 
the future of politics

Mark Perryman and Mark L Thomas discuss 
strategies for the left >>Pages 10&11
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Tory cuts mean 
councils are in a 
cash crisis 
Northamptonshire County 
Council is teetering on the 
edge of complete disaster, 
leaving lives at risk.

It’s declared itself  insolvent 
and will only be able to 
deliver “core” services. This 
will mean hundreds of job 
cuts, and the slashing of vital 
services. Similar threats are 
being made by other councils.
>>Page 6

RACISM

Glasgow refugee 
evictions halted, 
but just for now 
A WAVE of outrage has 
forced outsourcing giant 
Serco to back down 
from plans to throw 330 
asylum seekers onto the 
streets of Glasgow.

Hundreds of people 
demonstrated in the city 
last Saturday. The protest 
ended with a burning of the 
 eviction notices.
>>Page 7

ZIMBABWE

Brutal repression 
in Harare after 
elections
FORCES opposed to 
the government in 
Zimbabwe faced a wave 
of repression in the wake 
of incumbent Emmerson 
Mnangagwa’s narrow win 
in a presidential election.

The military roamed the 
streets of the capital Harare. 
>>Page 8
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lIT’S OBVIOUS there’s a huge 
gulf between the lives of ordi-

nary people and MPs. And now an 
academic has done a study about it.

Tom O’Grady slammed  
“middle-class professional 
politicians with little experience 
outside of politics itself. Working-
class people find it increasingly 
difficult to enter politics.” 

The contemptible life of Luke 
Nash-Jones, a pathetic racist
ALT-RIGHT ONLINE “per-
sonality” Luke Nash-Jones 
appeared to be one of 
those who “ambushed” 
the socialist bookshop 
Bookmarks on Saturday 
(see page 3).

He is the “brains” behind 
the Make Britain Great Again 
(MGBA) organisation. His 
mission? To make racism 
acceptable again. A pity for 
him, then, that he’s such a 
pathetic character. 

He is a former member of 
the Conservative Association 
of Birkbeck University.  

“Where I come from in 
Wales a community col-
lapsed,” he has said.

“The politicians don’t know 
our problems. They don’t 
have the problem of the hous-
ing shortage. They don’t have 
to struggle for a job because 
of undercutting by migrants.”

In videos he rants against 

col lus ion between the 
British government and 
“Wahhabism”.

Alt-right organisations 
such as MBGA  are gaining 
prominence. They ape the 
racism being pumped out of 
the White House by Donald 

Trump, and push it further. 
They are also a link between  
Nazis and the broader pool of 
soft racists in Britain. 

Nash-Jones spoke at a 
Football Lads Alliance rally 
in Birmingham in March. He 
attacked migrants for not 

speaking “our language and 
they hate our culture”.

He also singled out left 
wing men as “effeminate”,  
describing them as “Soy 
Boys”. 

In Birmingham he also 
claimed that “the Labour 
Party had banned white men 
from its conference”. He 
praised “the great philoso-
pher Milo Yiannopolous” and 
bragged about the “achieve-
ments” of the  British Empire.

He has branded the BBC  
and Stand Up To Racism as 
“Anglophobes” and MGBA 
have protested outside the 
BBC headquarters in central 
London. Saturday’s “ambush” 
came after one of these.

He is one of the creatures 
that crawls out of the dirt when 
they see their views supported 
by racists in Westminster and 
the White House. They must 
be stamped out.

lPOSHOS’ MAGAZINE Tatler 
has named its list of the best 

dressed people of 2018. Included 
on the list are a plethora of royal 
scroungers, clothed with our money.

The magazine singles out prince George 
for special praise. It lauds him for flying 
“the flag for Christopher Robin chic”. 

The queen was named “the 
ultimate power dresser”.

Ridiculous royals 
are ‘real’, honest
LONGTIME Troublemaker 
fans princesses Beatrice 
and Eugenie have 
given an interview 
about the travails of 
being rich and royal. 

“We want to show 
people who we are as 
working, young, royal 
women, but also not to 
be afraid of putting 
ourselves out there.”

“It’s so easy to recoil 
when you see a 
perfect image, but 
it’s important that 
it’s real. We’re 
real,” insisted 
Eugenie.

Beatrice 
gave evidence 
to the 
contrary. 
“My whole 

house is anti-plastic 
now,” she said.

lTHE BIZARRE annual 
poshos’ tradition 

of “swan upping” got 
underway last week. 

The Queen’s “swan 
marker” David Barber 

(below) carries out the 
dignified job of 
tagging the royal 
swans each year. 
“Today swan upping 

is about conservation 
and education,” 

he said. 
It’s also 

about 
looking 
ridiculous 

in the 
name of 
tradition.

Misconduct hearing 
scrapped after delay
THREE COPS will 
not face misconduct 
proceedings because 
of a seven year delay 
between the alleged 
incident to a hearing 
being scheduled. 

PC Barry Munnelly, 
Sergeant Oluminde 
Olufola and former cop 
Glen Chandler had their 
proceedings thrown out. 
The reason given was 
“the officers could not 
have a fair hearing due 
to an abuse of process 
as a result of 
time delay.”

Munnelly and 
Olufola were 
accused of using 
unneccessary 
force while 

making an arrest in 
Wembley, north London, 
in December 2011. 

Chandler was accused 
of providing a false 
version of events. 

lIN JULY Police 
Federation senior 

cop Phil Matthews 
claimed that disciplinary 
proceedings and 
investigations against 
cops “is costing millions 

of pounds which could 
be used for policing”.

This “gives 
families a false 
indication that 

something is being 
done, ruins officers’ 

lives and affects 
their whole teams.” 

Temporary 
housing costs 
spiral upwards
THE AMOUNT spent 
by London councils on 
temporary housing has 
increased by 50 percent 
over the last four years. 
Costs rose from  
£460 million to £690 
million in that period. 

“The number of people 
being evicted from private 
rented accommodation 
has gone up and benefits 
have been frozen at the 
same time as rents are 
rising and that means 
more families are getting 
into difficulty,” said Greg 
Beales from housing 
charity Shelter.

FAULTY FIRM
No. 1,009 
Amazon 
Online retail behemoth 
lJeff Bezos’s online 
shopping empire saw its 
tax bill in Britain fall by 
£2.8 million last year
lBut the firm’s pre-tax 
profits almost trebled 
lIts turnover rose from 
£1.46 billion in 2016 to 
£1.99 billion in 2017
lThe firm’s US share price 
has risen by 84 percent in 
the past two years

Too young to be held accountable for his fashion crimes?

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘For some reason, 
sharks have 
become the 
new must-have 
accessory for 
luxury homes’
The Wall Street Journal on 
the latest trend among the rich

‘If you go out and 
you want to buy 
groceries, you 
need a picture on 
a card, you need 
ID’
Donald Trump shows he’s 
never been to the shops

‘You’
Donald Trump’s lawyer  
Rudy Giuliani Tweets a 
cryptic message

‘They are the 
fake, fake, 
disgusting news’
Donald Trump on the media

‘There’s nothing 
posh about 
worrying about a 
lack of avocados 
after Brexit’
Otto English, worrying in 
The New Statesman

‘Only for the posh’
Victoria and Albert Museum 
director and former Labour 
MP Tristram Hunt rails 
against the rich taking all the 
jobs in the art and design 
industry. Hunt went to the 
independent University College 
School, which charges £6,264 
a term
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Join fight against racism
LABOUR SHADOW chancellor 
John McDonnell said the attack 
on Bookmarks showed that “we 
can no longer ignore the rise of 
far right politics in our society”. 

He tweeted that it came 
alongside the “scale of 
the Tommy Robinson 
demonstrations and 
now Boris Johnson’s 
Islamophobic 
comments” (see page 5). 

And McDonnell called 
for a movement that 
“looks at emulating 
the work of the Anti 
Nazi League and Rock 
Against Racism”. 
“The ANL was an 
iconic movement over 

several decades that successfully 
combated the far right,” he said. 

Today Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) are broad-based 
united fronts that bring together 

revolutionary socialists, 
Labour Party members, 
and trade unionists. 
SUTR’s president is 
Labour’s shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott. 

There was a large 
turnout from Labour 
and Momentum groups 
at recent counter-
demonstrations organised 
by UAF and SUTR. By 
building on that unity, the 
left can beat the Nazis. 

Robinson 
released 
from jail
ANTI-FASCISTS FACE a 
major challenge after Nazi 
Tommy Robinson was freed 
on bail after winning his 
appeal last Wednesday.

Fascists in Britain and 
across the world are 
  cock-a-hoop. 

Robinson was arrested for 
filming outside Leeds Court in 
May and handed a 10-month 
jail sentence for contempt of 
court in addition to a 3-month 
suspended sentence. There 
will now be a retrial of the 
Leeds case at a future date.

Robinson is the figurehead 
of the resurgent forces of the 
British far right. 

The Nazis and racists 
sense an opportunity to 
rebuild a movement on 
the streets capable of 
perpetrating terror. 

His supporters organised a 

15,000-strong “Free Tommy” 
rally on Whitehall in central 
London on 9 June. It was the 
biggest outdoor mobilisation 
organised by fascists in 
British history—and a 
warning to the whole left.

Anti-fascists made an 
important step forward 
last month. Around 3,000 
people joined the Stand Up 
To Racism (SUTR) and Unite 
Against Fascism protest 
against the following “Free 
Tommy” rally on 14 July.

The fascists brought 
6,000 onto the streets, but 
Robinson and his supporters 
will now seek to mobilise—
and their ranks could swell. 

SUTR has launched to 
open letter calling on people 
to be ready to mobilise 
against Robinson and his 
supporters when they 
announce their next march. 

Initial signatories include 
Labour MP Rupa Huq and 
NEU union join general 
secretary Kevin Courtney. 

Activists need to use it to 
build widespread support 
across the labour movement.
Sign the letter at  
bit.ly/TommyNotWelcome

Socialist bookshop stands 
strong after Nazis attack
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A NAZI attack on a socialist book-
shop after the release of Tommy 
Robinson last week showed the 
renewed threat of the British far 
right. 

Outpourings of solidarity from 
across the left showed the possibility 
to push back against it.

Hundreds of people have been to 
Bookmarks in central London after a 
mob of 12 Nazis and racists marched 
into the shop last Saturday night. 

And many more are expected to 
turn up to a “We will not be silenced” 
solidarity day this Saturday (see 
advert). 

Dave Gilchrist, the manager at 
Bookmarks, told Socialist Worker 
they had been “overwhelmed” with 
support. 

“We’ve had a huge number of 
people come down, both previous 
and new customers,” he said. 

Author Louise Raw and delega-
tions from local bookshops and pub-
lishers came with presents and mes-
sages of support. 

The leaders of the TUC, Unite, 
GMB and RMT unions were among 
the trade unionists who sent their 
solidarity. 

“A whole number of union mem-
bers have also been down to the 
shop,” said Dave. 

“We’ve had Steve Hedley, the RMT 
senior assistant general secretary, 
who was himself attacked by the fas-
cists after a demonstration.”

The attack on Bookmarks is a sign 
of the growing confidence of the far 
right.

Forced
The fascists and the racist populists 
of Ukip are increasingly working 
together. 

Ukip was forced to suspend 
three members—Luke Nash Jones, 
Elizabeth Jones and Martin Costello—
who are suspected to have taken part 

in the attack. A new layer of young 
people who look to Trump and the 
US alt right has been a significant 
factor on recent thousands-strong 
“Free Tommy” rallies in London.

Bookmarks worker Senan told 
Socialist Worker, “You had both the 
alt right in suits and about three fas-
cist lad types in the attack on us.

“The three of them were more up 
for a fight than the suits—but after-
wards the others were more embold-
ened and up for it too.”

He added, “This was different to 
other times we’ve had far right people 
come to the shop and it happened in 
broad daylight in central London.”

Noel, another Bookmarks worker, 

told Socialist Worker he thought 
the attack was planned in advance. 
“I recognised one of people in the 
crowd,” he said. 

“He had been in the bookshop 
a week before arguing with other 
customers.

“He had been coming out with alt 
right slogans, fake news nonsense 
stuff, and we had to get rid of him.”

The fascists sense an opportunity 
to rebuild a movement on the streets 
that’s capable of carrying out much 
more serious attacks against Muslims 
and minorities. 

Anti-fascists have to be ready to 
mobilise when they try to march and 
bring the Nazis to book. 

BACK STORY
The attack is the latest sign of a 
far right growing in confidence
lElements of the far right, from 
Ukip to Nazis are rebuilding 
a movement around Tommy 
Robinson (see right) 
lIn October last year the Football 
Lads Alliance (FLA) pulled up to 
20,000 on a demo
lThe FLA initially wanted to 
distance itself from Robinson
lBut he is now a central figure, 
and up to 15,000 marched for his 
release from jail on 9 June

On a SUTR protest

STANDING FIRM at Bookmarks in central London  Pictures: Guy smallman

Celebrating outside the courts

BOOKMARKS
SOLIDARITY DAY
HOSTED BY BOOKMARKS THE SOCIALIST BOOKSHOP

SATURDAY 11 AUGUST, FROM 2PM TILL 5PM

JOIN US IN THE SHOP FOR AN AFTERNOON OF 
SPEECHES, BOOK READINGS—AND A CELEBRATION 
OF RADICAL BOOKSELLING

FREE AND NO BOOKING REQUIRED

BOOKMARKS, 1 BLOOMSBURY STREET, LONDON WC1B 3QE
BOOKMARKSBOOKSHOP.CO.UK
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New Nation State law bias 
against Druze population
A NEW racist law in 
Israel has caused 
uproar among an 
ethnic minority seen 
as loyal to the Israeli 
state.

As many as 
50,000 Druze 
people protested 
in Tel Aviv against 
the recently‑passed 
Nation State law. 

This says that 
only Jewish people 
have the right to 
self‑determination in 
Israel.

The Druze are 
an Arabic‑speaking 
people who have a 
separate status to 
other Palestinians in 
Israel, and serve in 
the Israeli army.

Despite their loyalty 

to Israel, Druze face 
racism in Israeli 
society. Now they say 
Israel’s new law has 
made them second 
class citizens.

Sheik Mowafaq 
Tarif, the spiritual 
leader of the Druze 

community in Israel, 
told the protest Druze 
had been “proud” to 
have served Israel’s 
military. 

“Despite our 
loyalty, the state did 
not see us as equals,” 
he said.

Fight antisemitism smears—
defend support for Palestine
 by   NICK CLARK

THE LABOUR Party dropped 
disciplinary proceedings against 
MP Margaret Hodge on Monday. 
This decision was made despite 
her having shouted in Jeremy 
Cobyn’s face that he is a “fucking 
antisemite and a racist.”

Hodge has never denied making 
the disgraceful and baseless attack 
on Corbyn. She did deny that she 
ever apologised. 

It came after Jeremy Corbyn 
promised to “root out” antisemitism 
from the Labour Party in an article 
on the Guardian website last Friday. 

He was immediately attacked for 
it from the right.

Corbyn—a life-long  anti-racist—
is accused of tolerating and encour-
aging antisemitism because of 
his long-standing support for 
Palestinians who are oppressed by 
Israel.

The right are demanding that 
the Labour Party adopts a defini-
tion of antisemitism that says it is 
 antisemitic to call Israel a racist 
state.

This would make it impossible 
for Palestinians to describe their 
oppression at the hands of Israel as 
racist.

It would also stop them from 
talking about their expulsion from 
Palestine when Israel was estab-
lished in 1948 as ethnic cleansing.

Forced
Some 850,000 Palestinians were 
forced to leave their homes between 
1947 and 1948 because Israel’s 
founders wanted the country to 
have a Jewish majority (see right).

Yet Corbyn wrote that it is 
“wrong” to describe Zionism—
Israel’s founding ideology that jus-
tified the Palestinians’ disposses-
sion—as racist.

Despite this, Corbyn’s critics 
stepped up their attacks on him. 
Some wanted him to acknowledge 

“his own role” in encouraging 
 antisemitism, by which they mean 
his support for Palestinians.

But most demanded “action”—
meaning they want him to give in 
and adopt the definition that claims 
it is antisemitic to call Israel racist. 

One critic James Sorene, chief 
executive of pro-Israel think tank 
Britain Israel Communications and 
Research Centre, said the definition 
was the “core of this crisis”.

He was retweeted approvingly 
by prominent right wing Labour 
members.

The response to Corbyn’s article 
showed clearly that the accusations 
of antisemitism against the left are 
about silencing criticism of Israel. 

It also showed that giving in to 
the right’s demands won’t make 
them go away.

A section of Corbyn’s allies want 
him to back down and accept the 
definition. Yet this will open the 
door to further attacks on solidar-
ity with Palestinians, justified by 
the smear that opposition to Israel 
is motivated by antisemitism.

The best response to this is to 
insist that it is not antisemitic to 
call Israel racist—and highlight the 
Palestinians’ struggle against the 
racist Israeli state.

PALESTINIANS WERE expelled from their homes in 1947 and 1948 

‘Zionism is racist’—author Ilan Pappe
ACCLAIMED ISRAELI historian 
Ilan Pappe has spoken out for 
the right to show solidarity 
with Palestinians—and against 
accusations of antisemitism 
made against the left.

Pappe is the author of the 
ground breaking book The 
Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine. 
It documents how Palestinians 
were systematically expelled 
from Palestine when Israel was 
created.

In an interview with Socialist 
Worker, Pappe said recent 
accusations of antisemitism 
against the left “are born of the 
sole motive to remove Jeremy 
Corbyn as the leader of the 
Labour Party.”

“This is the first time in 
decades that a pro-Palestinian 
politician was elected to a 
senior position in any European 
political system,” he said. “That 
terrifies not so much the state 
of Israel, as it does unsettle its 
supporters in Britain.”

Pappe dismisses the idea that 
all Jews in Britain support Israel, 

or that they are all represented 
by the organisations attacking 
Corbyn. He also argued that 
Zionism—Israel’s founding 
movement—“from the moment 
it set foot in Palestine adopted a 
racist vision towards the native 
Palestinian population.”

He said linking anti-Zionism 
to antisemitism “is scholarly 
wrong and morally absurd.

“The Zionist movement is 
a settler colonial movement. 
These movements were created 
by Europeans that escaped the 
continent for existential reasons. 

“When they encountered 
a native population the logic 
that informed them was to 
remove those natives as the 

main obstacle for creating a new 
homeland. The Zionists carried 
out a programme of ethnic 
cleansing against Palestinians in 
1948. They then dealt with the 
Palestinian minority inside Israel 
through a harsh military rule 
that robbed them of basic rights.

“At the same time they 
created an Apartheid system 
discriminating against the 
Palestinian citizens in Israel 
through laws, practices and 
policies. 

“Zionism and the Israeli 
policies that emanate from them 
are racist in the way they frame, 
treat and envision the future of 
the Palestinians. 

“These treat and frame 
the Palestinians as potential 
criminals, regardless whether 
they are children or active 
resistance fighters, because they 
were born Palestinians. There 
is nothing more moral and just 
to condemn such an idea and 
policy as racist.”
Read the interview online at  
bit.ly/SW_Pappe

Blocking Palestine solidarity
A TORY councillor in 
Barnet, north London, 
launched a serious 
attack on the right to 
campaign in solidarity 
with Palestine last 
week. 

Councillor Brian 
Gordon submitted 
a proposal to the 
council to ban all 
supporters of the 
pro‑Palestinian 
Boycott Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) 
campaign from using 
council facilities.

His justification 
was that BDS is 

antisemitic because 
it falls foul of 
the International 
Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Alliance’s (IHRA) 
definition of 
antisemtism. This 

often includes an 
example that says it 
is antisemitic to call 
Israel racist. That’s 
the same example 
that the Labour right 
are so desperate 
to force Labour to 
include in its own 
code of conduct on 
antisemitism.

Gordon’s proposal 
was referred to a 
council committee 
which next meets in 
October. 

It shows the real 
danger that the IHRA 
definition poses.

BACK STORY
The right claims antisemitism is 
rife within the Labour Party
lThey say it began with Corbyn’s 
election as leader in 2015
lParts of the Labour right say 
his support for Palestine makes 
him antisemitic
lThe attacks are about 
undermining the right to criticise 
Israel

ANALYSIS

Protesting in Tel Aviv

Ahed Tamimi calls for one 
Palestinian state for all
Palestinian teenager 
Ahed Tamimi has 
spoken out against 
her mistreatment in 
Israeli prison—and 
called for a single 
Palestinian state for 
Arabs and Jews.

Ahed was released 
last week after 
spending eight 
months in prison. 

She was just 16 
years old when she 
was arrested after 
standing up to an 
Israeli soldier who 
had entered the yard 
in front of her house.

Footage of her 
slapping the soldier 
spread around the 
world as an inspiring 
act of defiance against 
a heavily armed 
enforcer of a military 
occupation.

In an interview 
with Channel 4 news 
last week Ahed 
said that during her 
questioning, “The 
interrogator violated 
my rights.

“He threatened me 
and told me that if I 
didn’t confess they 
would arrest some of 
my family. He named 
them.

“I didn’t have a 
female soldier, family 
member or a lawyer 
with me”.

Ahed’s treatment 
drew attention 
to imprisonment 
of hundreds of 
Palestinian children 
in Israeli prisons. 
Some 291 Palestinian 

children were being 
held in prison at the 
end of May this year.

Supporters of Israel 
responded to Ahed’s 
release with vitriol. 
On the Facebook page 
of prominent Israeli 
support group Stand 
With Us, several 
people called her a 
“terrorist”.

Others claimed she 
had been treated too 
well.

Some mocked 
her weight and 
physical appearance, 
suggesting she had 
been well fed while 
in jail.

Ahed called for 
an end to the Israeli 
occupation and for 
a free Palestine 
based on the borders 
that existed before 
Israel’s creation in 
1948. Asked about 
what would happen 

to Jewish people in 
Palestine she said, 
“I’m not talking about 
kicking them out. 

“I want it back the 
way it was. A country 
for three religions—
Christianity, Judaism 
and Islam because we 
are not against the 
Jewish people, we are 
against Zionism”.

Ahed is one of 
many Palestinians 
who want to return 
to the land they 
were expelled from, 
and live in a single 
Palestinian state with 
equal rights for all. 
This doesn’t mean 
expelling Jewish 
people from Palestine.

Yet that vision 
would be considered 
antisemitic under 
the IHRA definition 
because it implies an 
end to the state of 
Israel.

Ahed Tamimi

More online
Don’t give ground to antisemitism 
smears bit.ly/AntisemitismSmears

Brian Gordon

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

JOHNSON IS JUST THE TIP 
OF STATE ISLAMOPHOBIA 

 B 
ORIS Johnson once 
again confirmed his 
racist credentials this 
week. 

The former foreign 
secretary used his weekly 
newspaper column in The Sunday 
Telegraph to launch a vicious 
diatribe against Muslim women 
who wear the burqa. 

“It is absolutely ridiculous 
that people should choose to go 
around looking like letter boxes,” 
he wrote. 

He went on to attack young 
women turning “up at school or 
at a university lecture looking 
like a bank robber.”He likened 
a state ban on the burqa to “a 
parent confronted by a rebellious 
teenager”. 

And he said his only reason for 
not calling for a ban is it would be 
“construed—rightly or wrongly—
as being intended to make some 
point about Islam.”

As if he wasn’t making a racist 
point about Islam—or hasn’t done 
so previously. In 2005 he even 
wrote, “The problem is Islam. 
Islam is the problem.” 

Fiyaz Mughal from the 
Islamophobia monitoring 
group Tell Mama slammed 
Johnson’s comments as “clearly” 

Islamophobic. Many pundits 
focused on Johnson’s disgusting 
comments as a calculated attempt 
to position himself in the ongoing 
battle for the Tory leadership. 

Labour MP David Lammy 
attacked Johnson as a “pound-
shop Donald Trump fanning the 
flames of Islamophobia to propel 
his grubby electoral ambitions”. 

And former Tory party chair 
Baroness Warsi argued Johnson 
was using Muslim women as “a 
convenient political football to 
increase poll ratings among the 
Tory faithful”. 

It’s true that Johnson is jostling 
for position—and Theresa May 
knows it.   But the war of position 
inside the Tory party is not the 

full story.  As home secretary and 
prime minister, May has been at 
the forefront of pushing through 
Islamophobia.

The Tories have pushed state-
sponsored Islamophobia to paint 
Muslims as the enemy within 
to justify imperialist wars in the 
Middle East. Attacks like Johnson’s 
are also part of a broader appeal 
by the Tory Party to racists.

Fascists and racists have already 
grown in confidence in the last 
year.  

If Johnson and others are 
allowed to preach this bile from 
the mainstream press, they will 
further boost the far right. 

We saw just one example 
of what an emboldened far 
right means last Saturday when 
Bookmarks bookshop was 
attacked (see page 3). 

And following Nazi Tommy 
Robinson’s release from prison, 
more fascist mobilisations are 
likely.  

Outrage is the right reaction to 
Johnson’s racist filth.  That outrage 
needs to be turned into action 
that can stem the rise of the far 
right.  

And we need a mass movement 
against the racism from politicians 
and the press. 

CAPITAL COOKS PLANET
 A N INTERNATIONAL group 

of scientists has said we face 
environmental collapse in 

just a few decades if there isn’t 
drastic action on climate change.

Writing in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of 
Scientists journal last week, 
they warned of a “hothouse 
earth” with an average global 
temperature rise of 4-5 degrees.  

This won’t just mean a slightly 
warmer earth.  The temperature 
rise would mean a “feedback 
loop” of extreme climate change 

that threatens half the land 
humans occupy and the majority 
of the Earth’s species. 

If the Earth’s temperature rose 
by 2 degrees from pre-industrial 
times, it would be a tipping 
point that would begin a “row of 
dominoes” falling. 

It has already risen by 1 degree, 
so action on climate change 
couldn’t be any more urgent. 

It is possible to avoid the 
“tipping point” that could be 
only decades away—but it will 
take a fundamental adjustment 

to humans’ relationships with the 
planet.

Capitalism’s logic of profit 
maximisation means it’s addicted 
to mining fossil fuels, and pumping 
poisonous fumes into the 
atmosphere. 

The Earth is being destroyed, 
not for the needs of the many, but 
for the profits of the rich.

System change, not climate 
change is possible.  

And that means binning 
capitalism and fighting for a 
sustainable, socialist future for all. 

If Boris Johnson 
is allowed to 
preach his bile, it 
will further boost 
the far right   

‘‘ 
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 GRENFELL TORIES AND BOSSES
 HAVE BLOOD ON THEIR HANDS

Special 
edition 
with seven pages on Grenfell

Turn to pages 3 and 10-15JUSTICE4GRENFELL SOLIDARITY MARCH

SATURDAY 16 JUNE, 12 NOON, DOWNING STREET, LONDON SW1A 2AA

HOSTED BY JUSTICE4GRENFELL AND THE FBU  FIREFIGHTERS’ UNION � GO TO JUSTICE4GRENFELL.ORG FOR DETAILS

AFTER 15,000 TOMMY ROBINSON SUPPORTERS MARCH IN LONDON

HOW THE FASCISTS CAN BE STOPPED
FULL REPORT AND ANALYSIS PAGES 4,5&6

£1  |  No 2608  |  13-19 June 2018  | socialistworker.co.uk  

MARCH IN LONDON, FRIDAY 13 JULY
ASSEMBLE 2PM, BBC, PORTLAND PLACE, W1A 1AA
RALLY 5PM TRAFALGAR SQUARE. FULL DETAILS >>PAGES 10&11     

 CAGE TRUMP
NOT KIDS

PROTEST SAT 14 JULY, LONDONNO TO NAZI DEMO
>>Page 3

£1  |  No 2609 |  20-26 June 2018  | socialistworker.co.uk  
HEALTH SERVICE 
Theresa May’s NHS cash scam creates chaos 

THERESA MAY’S pledge to boost NHS funding through a £20 billion “Brexit dividend” backfired spectacularly on Monday.The prime minister had hoped her announcement would pacify Tory rebels as they debated the EU Withdrawal Bill. Instead, the pledge “sparked a mutiny”.  >>Page 20

GRENFELL FIRE

‘We will keep fighting for Grenfell justice’ 
ONE YEAR on from the Grenfell Tower fire, the battle for justice rages on. The anniversary last Thursday saw 24 hours of events to commemorate those who died. Over 10,000 people marched in silence along the route of the monthly Silent Walk. >>Page 4

SCOTLAND 
Walkout by SNP reflects appetite for independence BY WALKING out of Westminster during the Brexit debates last week the group of Scottish National Party MPs put independence back on the agenda.>>Page 6
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ANALYSIS 
TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS Tory cuts mean councils are 

in crisis and poorest will pay  
Recent revelations 
at county councils 
have exposed a crisis 
that will spread 
nationally, writes 
Sarah Bates

Northamptonshire County 
Council (NCC) is teetering 
on the edge of complete 
disaster, leaving lives at 
risk.

Almost a decade of aus‑
terity, as well as misman‑
agement at the top of the 
Tory‑run council, mean it’s 
had to declare itself  insolvent. 
This will mean hundreds of 
job cuts, and slashing of vital 
public services.

NCC says from now on it 
will only be able to deliver 
“core” services that it is 
legally obliged to fulfil.

For example child pro‑
tection and some aspects of 
adult social care will still be 
provided, although they will 
suffer huge cuts.

The council needs an extra 
£70 million by March to keep 
functioning. It has exhausted 
its emergency reserves of 
cash.

Spending
This year the council has twice 
banned spending. This is an 
extraordinary step—having 
only previously happened in 
Britain twice since 1988.

An emergency coun‑
cil meeting was held last 
Wednesday. At it Tory coun‑
cil leader Matt Golby called 
on communities “to create 
resilience in places where 
the council can no longer 
step in”. But ordinary people 
shouldn’t be made to pay the 
price for Tory incompetence 
and cruelty.

Some £16 billion has been 

stripped from councils in 
England in just eight years.

East Sussex council are 
warning they are facing a 
similar fate to NCC. It says it 
won’t be able to provide the 
most basic council services in 
three years. The local author‑
ity—also run by the Tories—
has made £129 million of 
cuts since 2010, but still 
wants more.

Disgracefully, the council 
called on people to step in 
and provide services for each 

other. It said residents should 
“take more responsibility for 
looking after themselves and 
each other to keep everyone 
safe and independent as long 
as possible.”

Penny Smith, Unison union 
NCC branch secretary said, 
“The county council is once 
again letting the most vul‑
nerable people in the county 
down, and putting their 
health and wellbeing at risk.

“This has now gone too 
far. The council is at risk of 
failing to keep children and 
vulnerable people safe. This 
could cost lives.”

Doubling
The National Audit Office 
said that one in 10 councils 
will have exhausted their 
reserves in three years, with 
the number doubling two 
years after that. NCC is so 

desperate for cash they had 
to sell their new headquar‑
ters building—despite only 
moving into it in October last 
year. They are now renting 
it back from the Canadian 
investment firm they palmed 
it off to.

Theresa May’s government 
insists that councils have to 
make sure their council budg‑
ets balance, while at the same 
time cutting funding from 
Westminster.

In the short‑term, NCC 
should be properly funded 
to ensure important services 
are able to function. But a 
national catastrophe is on 
the horizon if the Tories are 
allowed to continue with 
their austerity agenda.

We need to kick them 
out for good, and join the 
battle to build and maintain 
 properly‑run public services.

What’s the deal or no 
deal Brexit row over?
A YEAR ago Liam Fox declared that striking a deal with 
the European Union (EU) would be “one of the easiest in 
human history”. This week the disgraced Tory minister 
was left with his tail between his legs.

Fox admitted that the “intransigence” of the European 
Commission is “pushing us towards a no deal Brexit”. His 
comments came hot on the heels of recently‑promoted 
foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt’s prediction that “we’re 
heading for a no‑deal by accident”.

For all the Brexiteer ministers’ bullishness, beating the 
banker in Brussels has not proved that easy after all.

The government is being buffeted by big business, Tory 
backbenchers and the EU’s rulers. Any proposals for a Brexit 
deal that Theresa May manages to cobble together will quickly 
unravel because of objections from one of these groups.

She’s managed to stumble on from one political fudge 
after another, but the time for making real decisions is fast 
approaching. If there’s going to be a deal, the Tories and EU 
will have to hammer out a withdrawal treaty by a summit in 
October.

The prospect of a no deal Brexit is sending shudders 
through global capitalism. After Fox’s comments currency 
speculators rapidly sold the pound, which saw it fall to the 
lowest level in 11 months.

And many ordinary people are fearful of a no deal Brexit 
and think May isn’t making a good job of negotiations.

The likelihood is that there will be a threadbare deal that 
leaves many negotiating points unresolved.

Theresa May came back from her holidays early to talk 
with French president Emmanuel Macron, and the EU 
looked as if it was loosening on some points.

But talking up “no deal” suits the EU, and both Remain 
and Leave supporters in the Tory cabinet and backbenches.

The EU is using it as a powerful form of leverage in 
negotiations. The shock of a no deal Brexit would be far 
more damaging to British capitalism than it would the 
27‑strong bloc of EU states.

Without a Brexit deal trade rules between the EU and 
Britain would likely revert to World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) regulations. These would impose some customs 
checks and duties at the border.

This would not mean the near‑apocalyptic predictions that 
much of the business press claim—such as the “collapse” of 
the port of Dover. But the shock would initially hit the supply 
chains and profits of British bosses.

Pressure
The EU’s rulers know that British bosses fear this scenario 
and that they are piling pressure onto the Tories. Big 
business is desperate to maintain access to the EU’s single 
market. It pushes competition and blocks policies such as 
nationalisation.

Businesses also want May to stick to her promised  
21‑month transition period after formally leaving the EU, 
which would buy them time to revise trade rules. 

Remain supporters in the Tory party such as Jeremy Hunt 
find it useful to raise the spectre of sleepwalking into no deal 
scenarios. They hope this can increase leverage against their 
Brexiteer colleagues.

This jostling speaks to a deeper rift within the Tory party. 
By painting themselves as the party of a right wing, 

nationalist Brexit the Tories were able to win back voters from 
Ukip. And now the Brexiteers hope to position themselves 
as those who stood up against any possible betrayal of a 
“soft Brexit”. This is what lay behind David Davis and Boris 
Johnson’s resignations from the cabinet last month.

Whether there is a deal or no deal, a Tory government will 
always try and make workers and migrants pay.

The left has a choice about how it responds. One option is 
to attach ourselves to the coat tails of right wing liberals such 
as Tony Blair’s former spin doctor Alastair Campbell who call 
for a second referendum. But whatever the good intentions 
of some Remain supporters, the EU will do nothing to protect 
workers and migrants.  

The other option is to understand that Brexit means crisis 
not just for the Tories, but for the majority of the ruling class. 
We should seize on their divisions, up the level of working 
class resistance against the Tories and fight for a socialist 
and anti‑racist vision of Brexit. 

EVEN COUNCIL offices (above) have been sold off, and 
council chief Matt Golby (left) promises more cuts to come 

The real scandal behind building on green belt 
THE MAJORITY of houses 
built on the green belt last 
year were unaffordable. 

That’s according to 
the latest analysis by the 
Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE). The 
research has shown that 
last year 72 percent of 
homes built on greenfield 
land within the green belt 
failed to meet even the 
Tories’ phony definition of 
“affordable”.

This narrow definition 
of “affordable” includes 
so-called starter homes 
sold at the “low” price of 
up to £450,000. 

The government is set 

to release enough green 
belt land to build 460,000 
homes. The proportion of 
these set to fail the Tory 
definition of “affordable” 
housing is 78 percent.

The CPRE have said 
they are concerned about 
the lack of “affordable” 
housing. Its real objection 
is the fact the green belt is 
built on at all. 

But the real scandal is 
that developers snap up 
the sought-after land and 
build homes for the rich. 

Meanwhile, councils are 
prevented from raising 
funds to build new council 
housing by borrowing 

against the value of their 
housing stock. 

There are enough 
bedrooms in Britain to 
make sure everyone has a 
safe, secure place to sleep, 
but the rich have multiple 
homes. In a planned 
economy such inequality 
would be a thing of the 
past and the houses of the 
rich would be taken over.

In the meantime, a 
massive campaign of 
council house building 
is needed. As part of 
that every option must 
be considered, including 
building on the green belt. 
Alistair FarrowBuild on the green belt?
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Backlash halts the eviction of 
refugees in Glasgow—for now 
Hundreds of people protested against a threat by outsourcing giant Serco to evict some 300 
refugees from houses it runs. Now the evictions are paused, but the threat hasn’t gone away
A WAVE of outrage has forced 
outsourcing giant Serco to back 
down from plans to throw 330 
asylum seekers onto the streets 
of Glasgow.

Around 350 people protested 
outside the Home Office building in 
Glasgow last Saturday. The protest 
ended with a burning of the  eviction 
notices.

And up to 500 people also pro-
tested in Glasgow on Tuesday last 
week—the day after news of the 
plans spread.

Serco runs the asylum seeker 
housing on a contract from Tory 
Sajid Javid’s Home Office.

It issued “lock change notices” to 
refugees whose asylum claims had 
been rejected. It said that it would 
now “pause all further lock-change 
notices” while the “law is being 
tested and clarified”.

Robina Qureshi is director of ref-
ugee homelessness charity Positive 
Action in Housing, which has been 
helping the 330 asylum seekers. 
“Glasgow is the new front line of 
the hostile environment,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

“If we don’t stand up to this, it 
will be a new trend with people 
turned out onto the streets through 
mass evictions”.

Serco are now waiting on the 
results of legal bids to stop the evic-
tions. Govan Law Centre lodged 
papers on behalf of one of the 
asylum seekers at the Court of 
Session in Edinburgh last week.

Housing charity Shelter also 
lodged a case at Sheriff’s Court 
in Glasgow to prevent Serco from 
issuing lock change notices to two 
asylum seekers.

Battle
Robina was clear that the battle is 
far from over. “Serco is buying itself 
time by waiting on the legal case,” 
she said. “Is it saying it would still 
be alright to turn people out if the 
legal cases lose?”

Parkhead Housing Association, 
which leases houses in Glasgow to 
Serco has said it would not allow 
the outsourcer to change fixtures 
and fittings on its properties. 

And it said that it would seek 
to change Serco occupancy agree-
ments into temporary social ten-
ancy agreements without the tenant 
having to move.

Other housing associations 
should follow suit. As Robina said, 
“We need the Glasgow housing 
associations united in not letting 
Serco change locks.”

The Home Office is tendering a 
new asylum seeker housing con-
tract worth £4 billion over 10 years. 
Robina said, “Serco and G4S have 

proven themselves not fit for pur-
pose, but the public sector was 
effectively frozen out because of the 
tendering conditions.

“The bidding for it should be 
reviewed and investigated”. 

The treatment of the 330 asylum 
seekers at the hands of Serco is a 
direct result of Britain’s racist immi-
gration rules. Many of the refugees 
affected have fled from wars in 
Afghanistan and Syria. 

Beating back the Tories’ laws 
and the brutal treatment of asylum 
seekers requires a mass movement 
against racism. 
Thanks to Susan Clark

On other pages...
How Britain’s cruel asylum system 
deprives refugees >>Page 17

PROTESTING OUTSIDE the Home Office building in Glasgow Picture: Duncan Brown

DENMARK

Woman fined for niqab
A MUSLIM woman in Denmark 
was fined for wearing the 
niqab face covering on 
Friday of last week.

Cops charged her £120 
under a new law that came 
into force last week. 

The woman had called 
the police herself after 
someone tried to snatch 
the niqab off her face.

The law is part the 
Islamophobic agenda of 
the right wing Tory and 
Liberal coalition government.

Denmark is part of a growing 
list of European countries 
to bring in a ban. It joins 
France, Belgium, Austria, 
Bulgaria and the southern 
German state of Bavaria.

The European Court 
of Human Rights upheld 
the Belgian ban last year, 
showing that laws won’t 
protect Muslim women from 
racist government policies. 

Anti-racists protested 
against the ban in the capital 
Copenhagen last week.

Rescuers 
vow to defy  
the racist EU 
THE CREW of rescue ship 
Aquarius has said it will 
carry on saving refugees in 
the Mediterranean despite a 
clampdown by the European Union 
(EU).

The crew said it will not wait on 
coastguards for orders or return 
rescued refugees to Libya in North 
Africa.

Nick Romaniuk, SOS 
Mediterranean search and rescue 
coordinator, said, “When we 
see there is a vessel in distress, 
with a high likelihood of people 
dying, we will go and rescue them 
immediately as per international 
maritime law”.

It has rescued an estimated 
29,000 people since it began 
operating in February 2016.

The Aquarius was stopped from 
docking in Italy by the country’s 
racist government last month. It 
meant that some 629 refugees—
including 123 unaccompanied 
minors, 11 other children and seven 
pregnant women—were stranded at 
sea for more than a week.

SOS Mediterranean is equipping 
the ship for longer journeys in 
case it is stopped by Italy again. 

Crisis
But the Aquarius’s new mission is 
likely to cause another crisis. The 
ship was allowed to dock in the 
Spanish port of Valencia last time, 
but the Spanish government is now 
trying to block the flow of refugees.

Hundreds of refugees stormed 
the border that separates Morocco 
and the Spanish-controlled 
territory of Ceuta in North Africa 
last week. It has become one of 
the primary choke points of the 
refugee crisis, with more refugees 
passing through it than through 
Italy and Greece.

The Spanish government has 
requested more EU money to 
clamp down on refugees. 

This shows that it’s not just far 
right and racist governments in 
Austria, Italy and Hungary that 
want to clamp down harder on 
refugees. 

They want to strengthen internal 
borders within the EU. The EU 
wants to strengthen its external 
borders, causing deaths of 
hundreds of refugees.

7NEWS Socialist Worker  8 August 2018



Repression 
follows the 
election in 
Zimbabwe
President Mnangagwa looks to 
defend his rule by crushing dissent, 
writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans

FORCES OPPOSED to the gov-
ernment in Zimbabwe faced 
a wave of repression in the 
wake of incumbent Emmerson 
Mnangagwa’s narrow win in a 
presidential election.

The military roamed the streets 
of the capital Harare and surround-
ing towns on Friday of last week. 

Troops and armed thugs targeted 
leading members of the Movement 
for Democratic Change (MDC) 
opposition party. And the party 
headquarters in Harare were shut 
and surrounded by riot police on 
Sunday.

One activist described repression 
“at an astonishing level” and “worse 
than under Robert Mugabe”.

Mnangagwa of the ruling Zanu 
PF party won just over half the 
popular vote, meaning there was no 
need for a second round. His main 
rival Nelson Chamisa of the MDC 
gained 44.3 percent of the vote.

Zanu PF also came first in par-
liamentary and local elections that 
took place at the same time. 

Forced
The elections were the first since 
dictator Robert Mugabe was forced 
to resign after a military coup last 
November. Mnangagwa took over 
as president and leader of Zanu PF. 

Many working class people in 
Zimbabwe had hoped it would bring 
a break from the past. But the wave 
of repression after the election shows 
that Mnangagwa offers no genuine 
alternative for workers and the poor. 

Mnangagwa was in charge of tor-
ture during the Mugabe regime in 
the 1980s.

Now he is planning a brutal 
package of free market reforms and 
wants to normalise relations with 
former colonial power Britain.

The military coup was the result 
of a bitter faction fight within Zanu 
PF over how to deal with a spiralling 
crisis of Zimbabwean capitalism. 

A group around Mnangagwa 
thought that Mugabe had not 
pushed through free market reforms 
quickly enough. They also resented 
that too much power within the 

regime had become concentrated 
in the hands of Mugabe and Grace 
Mugabe.

Mnangagwa’s allies in Zanu PF 
moved shortly after Grace Mugabe 
pushed him out of his post as inte-
rior minister.

The toppling of Mugabe was 
greeted by genuine jubilation on 
the streets of Harare and there were 
protests by ordinary people during 
the coup. 

But the hope that was unleashed 
didn’t find an outlet, partly because 
the MDC doesn’t offer a real alterna-
tive to the policies of Mnangagwa. 

The MDC was set up by trade 
unions in the 1980s when Mugabe 
first began pushing through free 
market reforms.

 But after years of battling against 
the Mugabe regime, the MDC lead-
ership came to see the West and the 
free market as the only alternative 
to the regime.

Fresh off his election win, 
Mnangagwa will look to ramp up 
his attacks and cement his rule. 

It will take mobilisations inde-
pendent of both Zanu PF and 
the MDC to win real change for 
the working class and poor of 
Zimbabwe.

On other pages...
Flint—the tale of a poisoned city 
 >>Pages 14&15

BACK STORY
Economic sanctions have had a 
huge impact in Iran
lUS sanctions have caused 
misery for ordinary Iranians, 
including shortages of medical 
supplies 
lDonald Trump imposed 
new sanctions this week after 
scrapping a deal signed between 
the US and Iran in 2015
lThere is already an economic 
crisis in Iran
lOrdinary people have taken to 
the streets in strikes and protests 
against job cuts, austerity and 
privatisation

Bangladesh students fight for safety
by HARJEEVAN GILL

STUDENTS IN Bangladesh have 
led a series of protests over road 
safety that have gripped the 
country. 

The demonstrations 
were sparked when two 
schoolchildren died after 
getting hit by a speeding bus. 
Tens of thousands of students 
took to the streets in anger.

Some 4,200 people have died 
on the roads of Bangladesh in 
the last year. 

Students have begun 
regulating the roads, and have 
come up with a list of demands 
which the government has 
agreed to. But high levels of 

corruption and broken promises 
have meant students don’t trust 
the government. 

There has been a violent 
government backlash, with tear 
gas and rubber bullets fired on 
the students, and journalists 
arrested.

A 100-strong solidarity 
demonstration was held last 
Sunday in Altab Ali Park, 
east London. The focus of the 
demonstration was the lives of 
young people in Bangladesh.

The student movement in 
Bangladesh has shown that 
power lies with ordinary people. 

But if the military moves 
against the students, this 
peaceful uprising could become 
very bloody. 

Trump’s Iran sanctions start
NEW US economic 
sanctions against Iran 
came into effect this 
week—threatening to 
exacerbate poverty 
and hardship faced by 
Iranian people.

The sanctions will 
aim to block Iran from 
buying and selling 
certain goods vital 
to Iranian industry 
and cut it out of 
international trading 
markets.

This is likely to 

cause shortages 
of basic items, 
medicines, and other 
everyday goods. 

Sanctions will hit 
the poor the hardest, 
as rich people in Iran 
will be more able to 
buy and sell expensive 
goods on the black 
market.

They are part of 
US president Donald 
Trump’s plan to break 
Iran’s strength in the 
Middle East. They 

come as a wave of 
protests over poverty 
and hardship spread 
across Iranian cities 
last week. There have 
been major strikes this 
year, fueled by anger 
at an economic crisis.

Trump and his 
allies in the West 
claim to support the 
protests against the 
Iranian government. 
But his sanctions 
show he’s no friend of 
ordinary Iranians.

SUPPORTERS OF opposition party MDC protest after the vote 

Demanding the government take action

BACK STORY
Zimbabwean capitalism is in a 
deep crisis
lDictator Robert Mugabe 
resigned last November
lA military coup brought  
Emmerson Mnangagwa to power
lMugabe implemented some 
free market reforms but some 
thought he didn’t go far enough
lMnangagwa also wants to 
normalise relations with the West
lHe was a major player in 
Mugabe’s regime
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Fighting backdoor privatisation in NHS
ON WEDNESDAY 25 July 
we held a protest against 
the proposed transfer of 
facilities staff at the York 
NHS Trust into a Limited 
Liability Partnership (LLP) 
company.

Some 100 people 
attended including 
trade unionists, 
NHS workers, 
activists and 
patients.

Despite a 
public campaign 
with over 3,000 
signatures on a 
petition 
condemning the 

move the Trust Board is 
approving the initiative 
and staff are set to 
transfer in October.

A spokesperson for the 
York NHS Trust stated 

their reassurance that 
the LLP is “wholly 
owned by the NHS”. 

But we know this 
move to a private 
company is to save 
on VAT and to 
compete for other 

facilities contracts 
in nearby health 

and public 
services. 

Workers 

have still not had full 
details on transferred 
staff employment terms 
and conditions and NHS 
pension rights. 

A current indicative 
ballot may lead to strikes 
at the Trust. 

The rejection of 
outsourcing at 
Wrightington, Wigan and 
Leigh NHS Trusts should 
be a warning to NHS 
Trusts everywhere. 

We should all show 
solidarity with staff in 
their struggle.

Gwen Vardigans
York   

Muslims in Assam are 
under threat from right 
FOUR MILLION Muslims in 
the Indian State of Assam 
are to become stateless 
because they cannot 
provide adequate docu-
ments to prove their Indian 
citizenship. 

In South Asia the poor, 
who are often illiterate, 
have always struggled with 
providing documents. 

The racist attacks they 
face are based on the 
charge that they are illegal 
migrants from Bangladesh. 

Some of them may be, 
and so what? The poor of 

South Asia have always had 
to cross the artificial 
borders erected after 1947 
for their livelihood and 
survival. 

The far right BJP, led by 
Narendra Modi, has ruled 
India since 2014 and has a 
long history of rousing 
communal hatred to 
advance its own interests. 
New horrors await the 
people of South Asia if the 
BJP and all fundamentalists 
are not stopped.

Jon
Southampton

9

Racism is 
systematic
THE WASHINGTON Post 
newspaper released 
in June the results of 
its investigation into 
homicides in 55 US 
cities over the past 
decade.

It found that half of 
the 55,000 homicides 
did not result in an 
arrest. 

In these, around 
three quarters of the 
victims were black. 
If you are killed in 
the US your death is 
vastly more likely to go 
uninvestigated by cops.

It’s yet one more 
example of what is 
meant by institutional, 
systematic racism. It 
runs through every part 
of the state, from the 
courts and parliament to 
the police. 

Jill Barclay
 South London

Nazi moron 
zombie film
THE NAZIS are morons, 
an army of morons. Like 
a bloody zombie film.

Peter Angell
On Facebook

Fires result of 
EU austerity  
THE FIRES in Greece 
(Socialist Worker 31 July 
2018) are the price of 
the greedy bankers from 
the EU crippling Greece’s 
economy. 

The sooner they 
leave the better. Feck 
the banks and their 
shareholders!

Paddy Hanrahan
On Facebook

Right’s racist 
hypocrisy
I WAS surprised in hear 
right wing Labour MP 
Ian Austin claim to be 
central to the campaign 
to kicking the BNP out of 
Dudley. 

In 2014, he said 
Labour should “be 
honest” and “say sorry” 
for opening Britain’s 
borders to some 
residents of eastern 
Europe. 

And again, in 2015 
he said Labour needed 
to take “action” 
on immigration, or 
“reasonable people with 
legitimate concerns turn 
to Ukip or, in the past, 
the BNP.”

His ideas embolden 
the far right, including 
the Nazi BNP, not fight 
them. Austin is a racist, 
plain and simple. 

Janet Dyer
East London

Just a 
thought...Racism at 

university
THE UNIVERSITY of 
Wolverhampton has 
launched a racist marketing 
campaign that depicts a 
white student standing in 
front of a large group of 
black school children. 

The advert promises the 
university will allow you to 
“explore new worlds”.

It’s just part of the 
institutional racism at the 
university.

 Just a few months ago 
Ukip MEP Bill Etheridge 
was invited on to campus to 
debate a commemorative 
plaque for racist Tory 
Enoch Powell. 

All this has emboldened 
the racists that have 
threatened SWSS members 
and picketed our political 
meetings. 

We saw Nazi National 
Action posters on our 
campus, but the university 
and students’ union turned 
a blind eye. Enough is 
enough, we must build the 
fight against racism. 

Sam Ord
Wolverhampton SWSS

Don’t give 
in Corbyn
JEREMY CORBYN should 
not have apologised for 
attending an event with 
Holocaust survivor and 
humanitarian Hajo Meyer. 

It’s a betrayal of the 
Palestinian cause he once 
vocally championed. 

This compromising has 
become an impediment to 
the Palestinian struggle. 

By refusing to push back 
he has helped close the 
space for virtually any open 
debate on the nature of 
Israel.

Steven Garside
Address provided

Right wing slurs won’t get rid 
of abuse from a sick society 
AS THE antisemitism smears 
against Jeremy Corbyn intensify, 
the racist right in the media 
continue to attack those fighting 
Islamophobia.

The Times newspaper ran an 
article implying that anti-racists 
and the left were responsible for 
death threats against Rotherham 
MP Sarah Champion after she 
racialised child sex exploitation 
last year.

The Murdoch-owned Times is no 
stranger to inciting racial hatred—
it was recently exposed for 
running a fake story about a 
Muslim foster family.

The article concerning 
Champion was full of lies and 
smears. It was an attempt to 
silence anti-racist organisations 

such as Just Yorkshire. It followed 
a report by the racial justice group 
showing a rise in racism after the 
MP’s statements in The Sun 
newspaper. 

There was no mention in The 
Times article of the racist murder 
of Mushin Ahmed. He was 
stamped to death and called a 
“groomer” by racists after 14 Nazi 
marches in Rotherham in  
14 months. 

That’s the murderous price paid 
when you give an inch to racists 
and fascists. 

Sexual abuse and sexist attitudes 
aren’t the preserve of Asian men. 
They are at the heart of society. 
That’s why police fail victims. 

Abuse goes right to the top. Yet 
right wingers paint abuse as 

purely a problem involving Asian 
men. 

White people are not called 
upon to root out abuse or explain 
why they are particularly sexist.

Fascists like Tommy Robinson 
cynically exploit cases involving 
Asian perpetrators to encourage 
racism. 

Sexual abuse is a horrendous 
crime. But its roots aren’t in Asian 
“culture”. 

Challenging the Islamophobia 
coming from the top is key to 
fighting racism and building mass 
mobilisations to stop the threat 
from the fascists.

Phil Turner
 Rotherham Stand Up To Racism  

Abrar Javid
Rotherham 12 defendant

On the Wigan picket 
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T
HE OLD pol i t ica l 
order is cracking. 
Polarisation is accel-
erating and the racist 
right is not just grow-
ing but radicalising.

Across Europe social democratic 
parties are almost electorally disap-
pearing or are plummeting to some 
of the worst results in their history.

In that context you cannot fail 
to welcome Jeremy Corbyn’s dra-
matic and unexpected rise to the 
leadership of the Labour Party.

The narrow, pro-market consen-
sus at the top of society excluded 
all the anger that we knew was 
there but had no visible expression. 
That anger suddenly burst through.

But how can that desire for a 
challenge to austerity, war and 
racism be realised?

Mark Perryman in many 
ways represents the dominant 
answer to that question. Mark 
was not a member of Labour, 
and has now decided to join. 
His book The Corbyn Effect 
says that to effect the change 
that Corbyn represented, there 
was nowhere else to go.

I want to differ.
Turning Corbynism into real 

advances depends on translating 
that into advances outside Labour 
in the struggles of working class 
people. That will require going 
beyond the prioritisation and focus 
on electoral activity.

Labour’s huge advance is double 
edged. It’s given the left more con-
fidence and shifted ideological 
debates. But it’s also created a feel-
ing that Labour is a government in 
waiting—and this creates a feeling 
of waiting for Labour. 

There is no guarantee that 
Labour will simply win the next 
election. There is a link between 
class struggle and Labour’s vote.

If we saw a much higher level 
of struggle, not only would that 
increase the prospect of winning 
gains now. It would also create a 
greater sense of class feeling and 
combativity. That means the core 
of the Corbynite movement could 
influence more people around it 
and increase Labour’s vote.

The more that people are left 
passive, the more influence ruling 
class ideas and the divisions they 
promote have on people. This 
increases the problems for Labour.

We need more activity such 
as the university pension strikes 

and the Wigan health strikes. And 
we have to have an organisation 
that tries to increase the level of  
struggle as part of the pooled expe-
rience of socialist organisation.

The rise of Corbyn doesn’t  
preclude simultaneously the resur-
gence of the far right. You have to 
directly challenge fascists and racist 
ideas if you want to defeat them. 

Thirdly there are pressures on 
Corbyn to moderate—strength-
ened by the idea that Downing 
Street is almost within grasp.

It is a retreat of Labour’s posi-
tion on free movement to say when 
we leave the European Union (EU), 
free movement will end. Why can’t 
Labour say, when it gets into office 
it will reinstate free movement for 
EU nationals?

Cautious
It’s a problem that Labour accepts 
the renewal of Trident nuclear 
weapons.

I think it’s a problem that John 
McDonnell also says we should 
appeal to business. It’s an attempt 
to say, “We’re not a threat”.

In the last few months Labour 
has been too cautious. That has 
allowed the right to begin to 
regroup. On the question of ridicu-
lous claims that Labour is rife with 
antisemitism, there is a degree of 
paralysis inside the Labour Party.

As the establishment strikes 
back, there’s a danger that Labour 
doesn’t know how to respond. This 
will intensify.

At heart of Labour is the idea 
that the key to changing society is 
in 10 Downing Street. This raises a 
fundamental question about where 
power lies.

It’s almost three years since 

the radical left Greek government 
Syriza was confronted by the EU 
and International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), capitulated and drove 
through austerity.

It’s not good enough to coast 
over that in an embarrassed silence 
or to say Britain is not Greece.

We are living in a crisis-wracked 
era of capitalism and big business 
will fight to put the burden on our 
shoulders. They will seek to limit, 
curb and undermine. They will go 
on investment strikes, capital flight.

To win reforms will require much 
more than a vote. It will require 
massive class confrontation.

We have to start the fight and 
organise now. The fate of a Corbyn 
government will not be decided 
in Labour or parliament but by a 
clash of extra-parliamentary forces 
between our class and their class.

To increase the possibility of win-
ning socialists have to organise inde-
pendently of the right, but simulta-
neously seek maximum unity with 
people who want to fight.

We want to encourage, increase 
and expand our collective power 
and organisation. Not just to win 
gains in the here and now, but 
because in those struggles people 
change—much more than in 
elections.

The road to socialism will not 
come through even hundreds of the 
best MPs. Ultimately it will come 
from the struggles from below of 
ordinary working people. We need 
to move beyond electoralism and 
promote the maximum amount of 
working class self-activity.
This article is based on a debate at 
the SWP’s Marxism 2018 festival.  
Watch the video at 
bit.ly/M2018debate

Author and Labour Party member
Mark Perryman debates leading Socialist

 Workers Party member,
Mark L Thomas on whether socialists
should be in Labour—and how to win

the change that Corbyn heralds

I 
DON’T REGARD this debate 
as a clash of ideas. I regard 
this as a mixing of minds and 
different emphases. 

It would be foolish not to 
recognise the role of the inde-

pendent left outside the Labour 
Party. That will remain true.

Jeremy Corbyn has never been a 
revolutionary socialist. So if you’re 
going to judge him on the crite-
ria of revolutionary socialism, he’s 
going to fall short.

But Jeremy is surely different to 
Ed Miliband, Gordon Brown, Tony 
Blair, John Smith, Neil Kinnock, 
Michael Foot, James Callaghan 
and Harold Wilson.

That was summed up for me 
in the 2015 opposition leaders’ 
debate. Three leaders— from the 
Green Party, Plaid Cymru and the 
Scottish National Party—were 
laying into Miliband for being too 
far on the right.

Miliband said, “Oh come on, I’m 
not the same as the Tories.” And 
Nicola Sturgeon said, “No you’re 
not the same, but you’re not dif-
ferent enough.”

No debater would ever be able 
to say that about Jeremy Corbyn. 
He is significantly different. He 
may not be different enough 
for the Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP), but he’s different enough 
for British politics.

My contention is that the next 
general election will be a general 
election of historic proportions 
which will put aside 1945 and 
1979.

In 1945 Labour prime minis-
ter Clement Atlee established the  
post-war consensus. It meant 
something, it changed the face of 
British politics. But the election of 
1979 ushered in Thatcherism, or a 
neoliberal consensus. 

The governments of Tony Blair, 
Gordon Brown, David Cameron and 
Theresa May have left that intact.

At the very least Jeremy Corbyn 
will break that consensus.

As Socialist Worker editor 
Charlie Kimber put it, “These are 
urgent times, these are times for 
action”. That’s correct. 

More than two thirds don’t want 
Trident nuclear weapons renewal 
in the next manifesto. There is a 
battle around that.

With  Jeremy Corbyn in  
10 Downing Street I don’t think 
we’ll be launching Trident missiles 
at anybody. But we have the threat 

of climate change. And 119 Labour 
MPs voted for a third runway at 
Heathrow airport. 

There is going to be a huge 
battle over sustainable economics 
and where that features in the next 
manifesto.

This is a turning point. What 
we’re debating now is, is the 
emphasis on Labour on the door-
step or planet placard? 

I would say we need both. 
Sometimes the emphasis will be 
more on Labour on the doorstep, 
sometimes the emphasis will be 
more on demonstrations.

Doorstep
The SWP has been involved in 
electoral politics in Respect, the 
Socialist Alliance, Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC). So 
you understand that sometimes 
you change your emphases and 
priorities.

Many members of the Labour 
Party went down to the university 
strikes picket lines earlier this year. 
These two worlds are not hermeti-
cally sealed.

I guess what you want to do is 
push a few of us off the doorstep. 
What I want to do is push a few 
more of you off the demos and 
come and join us on the doorstep.

People in the Labour Party don’t 
believe a victory is in the bag, but 
they do believe victory is possible.

The Italian revolutionary 
Antonio Gramsci had a famous 
maxim—“pessimism of the intel-
lect, optimism of the will”. In the 
build-up to June I was more pessi-
mistic than optimistic.

I thought, Labour is clearly 
going to lose heavily. Corbyn will 
be forced to resign. There will 

be a third summer of a Labour 
 leadership election.

On 8 June I spent the 
day getting the vote out in 
Moulescombe on the edge of 
Brighton. It seemed to be going 
pretty well. About 2am, the 
result came in from Kemptown, 
where I was fighting.

Labour  got  a  10,000 
majority.

What would this mix of 
minds look like? I’d start with 
Rock Against Racism (RAR). 
RAR would have been impossible 
without the SWP. But it created a 
culture much bigger than the SWP.

As I understand it, the SWP 
didn’t grow particularly out of RAR 
or Stop The War. 

But the contribution the SWP 
made to those two movements will 
go down in history.

The other example is Pride. In 
1986 Pride was led by miners. The 
Pride film isn’t fiction, it’s a piece 
of Labour history. The kind of soli-
darity which the SWP played a role 
in was extraordinary.

We have to look at ways of 
building resistance—we’re all in 
favour of building resistance.

I make no apology that my 
book, The Corbyn Effect, ends with 
electoralism.

I list the 66 seats which Labour 
needs to win in order to form a 
majority government.

My question to you is, isn’t that 
a prize worth making happen? My 
question to you is, in the month 
before the next general election, 
will you give four weeks to ensure 
we win those marginals? 

If we do, whatever your organ-
isation or no organisation, we 
together will be making history.

CORBYN, LABOUR
& THE FUTURE
OF POLITICS

My question to you is, isn’t a Corbyn 
election victory a prize worth making 
happen? My question to you is, in the 
month before the next general 
election, will you give four weeks to 
ensure we win those marginals?
Mark Perryman

We have to start the fight and 
organise now. The fate of a Corbyn 
government will not be decided in 

Labour or parliament but by a clash 
of extra-parliamentary forces 

between our class and their class
Mark L Thomas

IS CANVASSING for Labour the key to the future? DOES REAL power rest in Downing Street?
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Why Israel is a racist state
Wed 15 Aug, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Why do we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution?
Thu 16 Aug, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
Do we need violence to 
get real social change?
Wed 22 Aug, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
CAMBRIDGE
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Thu 16 Aug, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP
CARDIFF
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
DERBY
A rebel’s guide to Frida 
Kahlo—an illustrated talk
Thu 16 Aug, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL
DUNDEE
The fight for LGBT+ 
liberation today
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Police, justice and the state
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Strathie,
17 Iona St,
EH6 8SG
EXETER
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Thu 16 Aug, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH
GLASGOW
Marx’s theory of alienation—
why do we hate Mondays?
Thu 16 Aug, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
The politics of  
‘British values’
Wed 15 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP

HULL
What would a Corbyn 
government look like?
Thu 23 Aug, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
LIVERPOOL
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it ?
Wed 15 Aug, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
What do socialists say 
about free speech?
Thu 16 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Going beyond the binary 
—Marxism, gender 
and trans liberation
Wed 15 Aug, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Why is the working class the 
most revolutionary class?
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: NEWHAM
What was unique about the 
transatlantic slave trade?
Wed 15 Aug, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove,
E15 1HP

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Trump and the new 
world order
Wed 15 Aug, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road,
E3 5AT
LONDON: WEST
The Brexit crisis—how do 
we get rid of the Tories?
Thu 16 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
How should socialists 
organise?
Wed 15 Aug, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
A rebel’s guide to 
James Connelly
Thu 16 Aug, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
OXFORD
Is Marx still relevant today?
Wed 22 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
Cowley Road,
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
1968—the year the 
world caught fire
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

ROTHERHAM
The Brexit crisis—how do 
we get rid of the Tories?
Wed 29 Aug, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St, S60 2EY
SCARBOROUGH
Fighting racism and 
the far right
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd, YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
What causes gun 
and knife crime?
Thu 16 Aug, 7pm, 
Victoria Hall 
Methodist Church,
Norfolk St,S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
The politics of South 
Asia today
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
The 1911 Llanelli Rail Strike
Thu 16 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Llanelli Rural Council,
Vauxhall,
SA153BD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW
YORK
Can we have socialism 
from above?
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,YO10 4AH 

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BURNLEY
Palestinian resistance 
through dance and music
Wed 15 Aug, 6pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
NATIONAL
Confronting racism and 
fascism—international 
conference
Sat 20 Oct, 10am-5.30pm 
Friends House,  
Euston Road, 
NW1 2NBJ
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism
Go to bit.ly/RacismConference

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 16 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF

BRISTOL
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 16 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

COLCHESTER
Thu 30 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Hythe Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG

COVENTRY
Wed 15 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,
CV1 5RF

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 16 Aug, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

WIGAN
Thu 16 Aug, 7pm, 
Little Fifteen pub,
17-19 Wallgate (opposite 
Wigan Post Office),
WN1 1LD

After Britain’s heatwave and fires in Greece

Capitalism vs the climate

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 
news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to 
your phone
Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

FIGHTING A wildfire in Greece
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A powerful warning against 
silence in face of an injustice
Heartbreak, tragedy and fantasy tell a story from the side of the silent victims 
and the people left behind in the wake of violence, says Prarthana Krishnan
SICILIAN GHOST Story is a bold, 
fantastical take on the real life tale 
of the kidnapping and murder of 
Giuseppe Di Matteo, the son of  
ex-Mafia member turned informant 
Santino Di Matteo. 

It’s a beautifully depicted tragedy 
and a cry of rage against inaction in 
the face of injustice.

To tell the story of Giuseppe the 
director and writer have created 
Luna—his classmate and girlfriend. 

In their early teens, both Giuseppe 
and Luna make for interesting sub-
jects. Luna’s perspective provides 
contrast to the bleakness of the tale. 
It also allows the story of Giuseppe 
to be told free from the shadow cast 
by his father’s dark and violent past.

Santino was part of a crew 
who blew up an anti-Mafia judge. 
Giuseppe’s story is usually told as a 
subsidiary one to his father’s. 

Perspective
The film depicts the real story from 
Giuseppe’s perspective. He is kid-
napped by Mafia pretending to be 
police taking him to see his father—
which happened in real life. 

Giving evidence, one of the actual 
kidnappers said, “To the kid’s eyes 
we appeared like angels, but in real-
ity we were devils.

“He was really happy, he kept 
saying, ‘My father, my dear father’”.

The horror when Giuseppe real-
ises he has been tricked is palpable 
in the film. 

In this story, the involvement of 
the Mafia in the kidnapping earned 
the silent complicity of those in a 
small Italian town. However, Luna 
does not simply accept it and rebels 
against the wall of silence. 

Her search for the truth alienates 
her from her family, but also from 

her friend who initially supported 
her. Teachers at the school she and 
Giuseppe attended do not respond 
when she asks where he has gone. 
Her mother is equally unsympathetic. 

Forced to fight alone, she gets 
institutionalised in the process. 

Although the film deals with excep-
tional circumstances, the viewer gets 
a sense of the impact of trauma has 
on individuals’ mental health. The 
suffocating pressure of small town 
life is well portrayed and used to 
ramp up the tension. 

When she challenges the police her 
mother explains, “My daughter was 
recently hospitalised for treatment… 

of a psychological nature.” On the 
one hand we see the brutal treatment 
of Giuseppe, on the other the inaction 
of a town of people. 

Anchors
Fear of the Mafia runs through life—
from Luna’s father to the police and 
even to her friend who she thought 
would help her. It’s the thing which 
anchors everything in the story, and 
the thing which Luna rebels against. 
Her crime is to say what no one else 
will, to shout against the silence. 

The film flits between reality and 
fantasy. The fantasy allows view-
ers to believe in the possibility of a 

different version of the truth. One of 
the lines—“If you dream something, 
it means it might exist”—exemplifies 
this. 

Luna’s retreat into a fantasy world 
is a reaction to the silence of those 
who she is told to respect.

Although this is an Italian lan-
guage film, non-speakers need not 
worry about losing out—this film’s 
great strength is its striking imagery.

Sicilian Ghost Story blurs the lines 
between fantasy and reality and is a 
powerful warning against silence and 
complicity.
Sicilian Ghost Story is out now on 
limited release

LUNA AND Giuseppe, played by Julia Jedlikowska and Gaetano Fernandez

FILM 
THE LONDON KOREAN FILM 
FESTIVAL
11, 12, 18 & 19 August  
Korean Cultural Centre UK 
Go to bit.ly/KoreaFest

THE LONDON Korean Film 
Festival 2018 presents 
a series of screenings 
and events showcasing 
independent documentary 
filmmaking from Korea. 

Based around themes of 
social justice and political 
resistance, this special 
documentary programme 

series will see directors 
Kim Dong Won and Song 
Yun-hyeok present their 
films across two weekends. 

This culture emerged 
in South Korea in the late 
1980s with film collectives 
whose aims were to 
document and resist social 
injustice. Kim Dong Won 
and his PURN Production 
collective are a key 
example of this.

The directors will be 
joined by critic Nam In 
Young for a selection of 
panel discussions and  
in-depth conversations.

A still from Kim Dong Won’s 
Soseongri

Build a new society on moral foundations in Frostpunk
VIDEO GAME
FROSTPUNK
Developed by 11 Bit Studios 
Go to frostpunkgame.com

FROSTPUNK mixes 
beautifully designed 
steampunk visuals with 
a narrative that puts the 
player in charge of the last 
humans on Earth. 

What sets it apart from 
similar games is the way 
that Frostpunk tackles the 
question of climate change 
and how society deals 
with that. And beautiful 

graphics and art style 
really compliment it. 

The story centres on 
environmental catastrophe 
that causes Earth to enter 
a new ice age. 

Survivors
In the game, the British 
state makes heat 
generators and dispatches 
them into the Arctic Circle, 
and a convoy of Britain’s 
last survivors start living 
there. 

In this bleak world of 
post-ecological collapse, 
everyone must come 

together for every scrap 
of resources. It is only this 
collective work that means 
the city will survive. 

The needs of the whole 
colony are taken into 
consideration—and the 
player is asked to make 
choices that may affect 
characters who are ill or 
disabled. 

Frostpunk is unlike 
other city-simulator video 
games. One of the main 
ways it stands out is how 
the old class society is 
completely left behind by 
survivors. 

Instead, the new society 
is made up of engineers 
who take care of technical 
work, while other workers 
make daily decisions 
about running the city. 

The game centres on 
tough moral decisions 
for the player. Would 
you introduce a 14-hour 
workday to ensure there’s 
enough generator fuel?

Frostpunk will force 
you to answer a series of 
challenges that may reveal 
uncomfortable truths 
about the player.
Jack Blackett What choices will you make?

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Fascism—What it is and 
How to Fight it
Leon Trotsky

2  Politics Of The Mind
Iain Ferguson

3  The Communist  
Manifesto
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels

4 The Fight for Trans 
Liberation
edited by Laura Miles

5 Know Your Place
Nathan Connolly, Kit de Waal 
and Andrew McMillan

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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A
N entire city 
exposed to 
toxic water 
for months. 
The power-
ful  people 

responsible for the disas-
ter walk free while the full 
consequences for those 
poisoned, particularly chil-
dren, will not be known for 
years.

It’s an all too famil-
iar tale to the poor of the 
Global South whose coun-
tries are ravaged by Western 
multinationals.

But this happened in the 
industrial heart of the United 
States—Flint, Michigan.

In April 2014 the city 
switched its water supply 
from Lake Huron, supplied 
by the Detroit Water System 
Department, to the Flint 
River and began treating it 
in Flint.

What was sold as an 
exercise in self-sufficiency 
became a potentially lethal 
experiment.

The river water is corrosive 
because it runs over mineral-
rich earth for hundreds of 
miles. 

Unless the water is effec-
tively treated it can strip off the 
protection added to old lead 
water pipes—the type of pipes 
used to carry water into mil-
lions of homes across the US.

But the process it underwent 
after the Flint water switch was 
not adequate and instead an 
entire city was exposed to lead 
in its water supply.

At least 12 people died from 
Legionnaire’s disease. Other 
people’s hair fell out, still more 
developed blotchy red rashes. 
Many more could yet develop 
symptoms.

Deeper
Anna Clark ’s  book,  The 
Poisoned City, follows the 
course of the crisis. It asks why 
the guilty are still walking free. 
And it also goes deeper, to look 
at how such a disaster could 
happen in Flint.

She told Socialist Worker 
that people in Flint were “pos-
sibly treated differently to how 
other communities in the state 
would have been if they had 
been in a similar situation.

“These environmental dis-
asters don’t happen in middle 
class white neighbourhoods. 
And if they did, they would be 
treated differently.”

The conclusion she reaches is 
that the disaster is about race 
and class. And to understand 
this crucial context she takes 
the reader back to the begin-
nings of the city.

Flint grew along with the 
car industry. General Motors 
encouraged people to move 
there with the promise of good 
jobs and housing.

But beneath this promise of 
a bright future lay the stain of 
racism.

The thousands of black work-
ers who moved from the segre-
gated South to escape poverty 
and prejudice found it had 
merely taken a different form 

in the North. In Flint, they were 
restricted to the dirtiest, most 
dangerous and lowest paid jobs. 

Their poverty condemned 
them to the worst slum hous-
ing, their children to the poor-
est schools and sub-standard 
healthcare.

And black people were sys-
tematically excluded from home 
ownership—mortgage brokers 
were instructed not to issue 
loans in areas with large black 
populations. As the city centre 
became increasingly run down, 

white people were encouraged 
to move to the suburbs. 

People using affordable 
housing vouchers—which 
black people were more likely 
to receive—were excluded from 
renting in new developments in 
the suburbs.

Those left behind were those 
who couldn’t afford to move, 
and they were disproportion-
ately black.

Anna refers to this pro-
cess as the “hollowing out” of  
cities. “We had desegregation 

and fair housing laws, and at 
the same time people started 
leaving cities,” says Anna. 
“There was a clear choice to 
disinvest in these communities 
and invest in others. A highway 
system was built, suburbs were 
built.”

The exodus grew in the wake 
of the 1967 riots against pov-
erty and racism which swept 
Flint and 150 other towns and 
cities across the US. 

T
HIS UGLY legacy of 
racism frames the 
Flint water crisis. If 
you are black and 
live in Flint, you 
and your children 

are more likely to have lead 
poisoning and to have been 
exposed to toxins.

The official version of the 
disaster says the main prob-
lem was that the crisis was not 
understood quickly enough.

The governor of the state 
of Michigan, Republican Rick 
Snyder, claims to have not 
become aware of the crisis until 
late September 2015—after 
an Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) report sounded 
the alarm. 

Before the switch in water 
supply took place environmen-
tal organisations at a local and 
national level questioned its 

logic.
Residents raised concerns 

about the water as soon as it 
began pouring out of the taps 
brown and fizzy in 2014. Their 
worries were ignored. 

And there were already  
national newspaper stories 
about it in the spring of 2015.

 “People went through all 
the official channels—the EPA, 
the Department for Public 
Works, protesting outside meet-
ings,” says Anna. “And, if it is 
true the governor didn’t know 
until then, that in itself is a big 
problem.”

When the city management 
finally acknowledged there 
might be a problem, residents 
were told to wait for the water 
to be switched over to a new 
water source.

The problem was, the new 
hook-up could take months.

Community
“It’s important to know how 
these decisions were made. 
What we’ve seen is what hap-
pens when barriers are erected 
to people who want a say in the 
governance of their own com-
munity,” says Anna. 

“This is what happens when 
a community is impoverished. 
People were like, ‘Oh yeah, and 
now the water is bad too’.”

But not everybody was badly 
affected by the water crisis. The 
cost to the city of switching the 
water supply to the Flint River 
was $85 million, with annual 
payments of $7 million.

And, once the agreement 
was signed, it was legally bind-
ing until fully paid off.

Somebody certainly made a 
lot of money.

Even before the water started 
flowing brown, people didn’t 
accept the city management’s 

THE TALE 
OF A CITY 
POISONED
US journalist Anna Clark has covered the Flint water 
scandal since 2014 and has released a new book, The 
Poisoned City. She spoke to Alistair Farrow about how 
racism and poverty combined with greed to create disaster

lies. “There was an inherited 
culture of collective organis-
ing—facing up to powerful 
organisations and challeng-
ing them. For instance, the 
Democracy Defence League 
(DDL) formed to challenge 
the emergency management,” 
says Anna.

“The DDL was led by Claire 
McClinton, who used to be a 
General Motors union organ-
iser. They showed up at city 
meetings and challenged deci-
sions and held protests.

“Later on there were groups 
such as Water You Fighting 
For? One of the things they did 
was mapping—getting a sense 
of where things were and the 
scale of the problem.”

It was left up to ordinary 
people and a handful of pro-
fessionals to discover the scale 
of the disaster, and to force the 
city management to take action.

O
NE OF  those 
p rofess iona l s 
w a s  p a e d i a -
t r i c i an  Mona 
Hanna-Attisha. In 
September 2015 

she published a report into 
blood lead levels in children 
in the 18 months after the 
crisis broke. They had almost 
doubled.

Some 4 percent of children 
now had high levels—and in 
poor, black neighbourhoods this 
figure shot up to 6.3 percent.

And this was just for the lead 
levels—there were plenty of 
other toxins present too.

Hanna-Attisha’s report was 
scoffed at by Snyder’s repre-
sentative, who claimed she had 
“spliced and diced” the data.

The day after her report was 
released emails circulated at 
the EPA head office, discussing 
whether home filters should be 
provided to people in Flint.

“I don’t know if Flint’s the 
kind of community we want to 
go out on a limb for,” said one 
official.

It  took a newspaper—
The Detroit Free Press—
gaining access to the state’s 
data to show its claims that  
Hanna-Attisha was wrong were 
based on a misreading of its 
own data.

“This needs to be a reckon-
ing,” says Anna. “Criminal cases 
are still playing out, and the 
special prosecutor says there 
are still more to come.”

Finally some limited change 
has come. “The state of 
Michigan has just passed some 
of the strictest lead-in-water 
laws in the country,” she added.

There are dozens of US cities 
with similar water piping sys-
tems. Will it take a public 
health crisis on the scale of Flint 
for things to change in those 
places?

“People say, ‘That couldn’t 
happen here’,” says Anna. “But 
what happened in Flint could 
happen anywhere.”

Anna fears that the powerful 
people responsible are “waiting 
the clock out” and hoping peo-
ple’s anger will dissipate. 

But Flint is a city with long 
traditions and a good memory.

BROWN AND 
fizzy water started 
coming out of 
Flint taps almost 
immediately after 
the switch of water 
supplies (top) 
Protests have 
forced the state 
in to a humiliating 
climb down (above)

Even before the 
water started 
flowing brown 
people didn’t 
trust the City

‘‘ 
Anna Clark

READ MORE
The Poisoned City 
Flint’s water and the American urban tragedy

by Anna Clark
Published in hardback by Metropolitan Books £23

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Working class Brexit voters 
weren’t conned by Facebook

The official Vote Leave 
campaign fell foul of 
spending rules. But 
focusing on it ignores 
why people voted out, 
argues Sarah Bates 

ALLEGATIONS OF theft, fraud 
and corruption during the 
2016 European Union (EU) 
referendum have fuelled calls 
for a second vote on Brexit. 

The Electoral Commission 
fined the official Vote Leave 
campaign £61,000 and 
referred it to the police 
for breaking spending 
regulations. It wasn’t 
supposed to spend more than 
£7 million on campaigning. 

But because it donated 
£675,000 to the BeLeave 
campaign, it was able to 
pump out more social 
media adverts.   

Prominent Remain 
campaigner and investor Gina 
Miller was one of the first to 
respond to the revelations.  

She characterised the 
referendum as “a fight 
between a group of well-
meaning career politicians 
and their professional 
advisers and a collection 
of obsessive haters of 
the EU prepared to do 
whatever it took to win.”

This ignores what 
drove the Brexit vote. 

Spending 
It is true that Vote Leave 
broke the laws about 
campaign spending limits and 
this allowed them to produce 
more publicity. But ultimately 
the result was not caused by 
some extra Facebook adverts. 

The vote to leave the EU 
was about what was going on 
throughout society—not just 
what was going on at the top. 

And by placing so much 
emphasis on the role of 
social media, ordinary 
people’s reasons for voting 
leave are ignored. 

Fundamentally, as Labour’s 
shadow home secretary 
Diane Abbot said, it was a 
“roar of defiance against 
the Westminster elite”. 

Anger against the 
establishment was manifested 
in a contradictory way, 
but class played a decisive 
role in how people cast 

their votes. A poll by Lord 
Ashcroft showed that a 
majority—57 percent—of 
the more affluent AB social 
group (higher managers and 
professionals) voted Remain. 

The C1 group made up 
of white collar workers was 
split down the middle.

But the poorer C2, D 
and E social groups voted 
Leave by nearly two thirds. 

The official Remain 
campaign headed by then 
Tory prime minister David 
Cameron pitched itself as the 

choice for those who wanted 
to retain the status quo.  
The official campaign 
positioned a Leave vote 
as an opportunity to 
shake-up the status quo. 

Saying social media was 
the clincher for deciding 
which way to vote is based 
on a patronising attitude 
about working class people. 

People don’t just 
passively absorb what 
the media tells them. 

If that was the case,  
2 million people wouldn’t 
have marched against 
George Bush and Tony Blair’s 
invasion of Iraq in 2003. 

And Owen Smith would 
have beaten Jeremy Corbyn 
in the second Labour 
leadership election. 

Many ordinary people are 
drawn to the argument for 
a second referendum out 
of genuine fears about the 
far right, racism and jobs. 

But the Remain 
movement’s leadership is 
made up of right wing liberals 
who offer no alternative 
to austerity or racism.

Exploit
The real solution is to exploit 
the deep divisions over Brexit 
in the Tory government in 
order to drive it out of office. 

And if the Tories try to 
push through a deal that’s 
bad for working class people, 
we have to unite on the 
streets and picket lines.

The left should unite 
around a socialist and  
anti-racist vision of Brexit. 

That can unite working 
class people and shape the 
anger that fuelled the Brexit 
vote in a left wing direction. 

REMAIN CAMPAIGNER and boss Gina Miller 

BACK STORY
The Vote Leave campaign is 
in trouble with the Electoral 
Commission 
lIt was fined for breaking 
its spending limit of  
£7 million 
lIt gave £675,000 to 
BeLeave
lIt was able to produce 
more Facebook adverts
lThis was not the main 
cause of the referendum 
result
lIt was driven by anger 
against the establishment

People don’t 
just passively 
absorb what 
the media  
tells them

‘‘ 
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Government to decide Grenfell site fate 
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

T H E  T O R I E S  h a v e 
announced that central 
government will manage the 
site of the Grenfell Tower 
fire from autumn. 

It came after residents 
reacted with outrage to  
proposals that would have 
seen Tory-run Kensington 
and Chelsea Council take 
back responsibility for it.

Police have finished their 
forensic investigation of the 
burnt-out tower block in west 
London, meaning the site’s 
future can now be planned.

Since the fire, which 
claimed at least 72 lives, sur-
vivors and residents have 
made clear the council should 
have nothing to do with the 
future of the site. 

Decisions made by the 
council were responsible for 
creating the conditions that 
led to the murder at Grenfell. 

Grenfell survivor Anto-
nio Roncolato argued that 
questions remained to be 
answered. “Why was giving 
it to the council even con-
sidered?” he told Socialist 
Worker. 

“Many of us consider the 

council to be directly respon-
sible for the fire.

“Residents and survivors 
have been promised we will 
be involved in the decision.”

The Tories’ U-turn shows 
that they are vulnerable to 
pressure from survivor and 
justice campaigners. 

But the Tories in central 
government, as well as those 

at Kensington and Chelsea 
council, have blood on their 
hands.

 Antonio argued that man-
agement of the tower “needs 
to go to a neutral body”. 

Theresa May and housing 
and local government min-
isters have repeatedly stood 
in the way of justice after the 
fire.  They have dragged their 

feet over removing flam-
mable cladding from other  
council and housing associa-
tion tower blocks. 

A £400 million fund has 
been made available for the 
work, but that’s nowhere 
near enough for what needs 
to be done. 

And some 300 private 
sector high rise blocks are 

covered in flammable clad-
ding. 

The firms that built the 
blocks should be forced to 
fund its removal. 

A spokesperson for the 
local government minis-
try said “there is a moral 
imperative for private sector 
landlords to foot the bill 
for removing unsafe clad-

ding”. But the Tories are 
looking at ways to pass the 
costs of removing cladding 
on to leaseholders in private 
blocks. 

The latest scheme is to get 
mortgage providers to lend 
money to leaseholders to 
fund cladding removal. 

Safety
All this is hardly surprising 
from the Tory government 
that tore up building and 
safety regulations. 

And it emerged last week 
that they ignored specific 
warnings about the type of 
cladding found on Grenfell 
Tower. 

Minutes of a July 2014 
meeting show that govern-
ment officials were warned 
guidance was “not clear” over 
the use of the cladding. 

The Building Research 
Establishment said it would 
draft guidance outlawing 
the material but failed to 
do so.

Grenfell survivor Edward 
Daffarn said, “The more we 
learn about what happened 
before Grenfell the more we 
believe 72 people would be 
alive if those in power had 
done their basic duty.” 

MARCHING FOR justice for Grenfell in west London  Picture: Guy Smallman

BACK STORY
Police have finished their 
forensic investigation of 
Grenfell Tower
lAt least 72 people died in 
the fire at the west London 
tower block in June 2016 
lDecisions by the local 
Tory-run council were 
responsible for creating 
conditions that led to the 
blaze 
llt was set to take back 
control of the west London 
site 
lSurvivors reacted with 
outrage and forced the 
Tories into a U-turn over 
their decision   
lCentral government will 
now take over the running 
of the site from autumn 
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How Britain’s cruel asylum 
system deprives refugees
Some 300 refugees in Glasgow were threatened with eviction last week after ‘failing’ their 
asylum applications. Tomáš Tengely-Evans explores the grim reality of Britain’s asylum rules

Left poor and isolated—refugee Haile tells his story 
SINCE COMING to 
Britain from Eritrea, 

Haile Ghebre has been 
locked in a detention 
centre, slept rough on the 
streets and been separated 
from his children.

He arrived in Britain as 
a 13 year old in 1997 and 
was placed in the care of 
his local authority. But he 
claims that in 2008 the 
Home Office asked for his 
documents—and he never 
got them back.

Haile couldn’t work and 
was homeless until he was 
arrested for burglary.

“After my arrest I served 
all of my sentence in 

Wandsworth prison, but 
I was then taken to the 
Verne detention centre,” 
Haile told Socialist Worker. 

“I remember others 
like me in detention who 
would help me to write, 
but after a while they 
couldn’t even write.”

Haile lost his right to 
remain but was allowed 
to appeal. Now he has to 
live on a meagre £35.39 
a week—and can’t choose 
which city he lives in. 

Instead he was moved 
to Middlesbrough, some 
seven hours’ journey away 
from his children.

“I don’t understand 

what’s going on,” said 
Haile. “I’m not allowed to 
work, I’m not allowed to 
do anything.

“They have separated me 
on purpose from my kids. 
They knew that sending me 
to Middlesbrough would 
mean I’d hardly get to see 
them.”

Haile’s experience is 
not unique or some sort of 
aberration. It’s the direct 
result of the British state’s 
racist immigration system.

“Everything is made 
difficult for you by the 
Home Office,” said Haile. 
“Sometimes I feel like 
killing myself.”

REFUGEES FLEEING war, 
poverty and dictatorship face 

barbed wire, batons and death to 
make it to safety. But racist immi-
gration rules mean the horror 
doesn’t end for those who manage 
to get into Britain. 

The process of applying for asylum 
is deeply racist. It robs asylum seekers 
of their dignity and security—as the 
case of 300 “failed” asylum seekers 
now facing homelessness in Glasgow 
shows.

Asylum seekers are not allowed to 
work in Britain—and are given barely 
enough money to survive.

People applying for asylum for the 
first time are given a pitiful £37.75 a 
month for each person in a household. 

And even what they can spend it 
on is restricted, because the money is 
loaded onto a special “Aspen” debit 
card.

Sometimes it’s possible to top up 
this meagre amount. The Home Office 
boasts of its generosity, “You’ll get 
money to buy healthy food if you’re 
pregnant or a mother of a child under 
three”.

It amounts to £3 a week if you’re 
pregnant or have a child aged one to 
three or £5 a week if you have a baby 
under 1 year old.

Grant
Pregnant women who are due in 
eight weeks or less and women with 
babies under six weeks old can apply 
for a one-off grant. 

If you’re a first time asylum seeker 
its £300—but only £250 if you’ve 
been refused.

Some 39,132 people were receiv-
ing this support, under Section 90 
of the Immigration and Asylum Act 
1999, in the first four months of 
2018. Refused asylum seekers who 

are appealing decisions have it even 
worse. They can apply for help under 
Section 4 of the Act. 

But the criteria is much stricter 
and only 2,890 were receiving it at 
the beginning of this year. And the 
money drops to £35.89 a week.

At the same time, asylum seekers 
have to live in squalid, often unsafe 
homes. Even MPs on the home affairs 
select committee had to admit that 

the accommodation used to house 
asylum seekers—run by private con-
tractors—is disgraceful.

Vulnerable refugees have described 
having to live in rodent-infested, 
damp and mouldy houses, some-
times with doors that don’t even lock 
properly.

And all the while they have to con-
tend with a long, complicated and 
bureaucratic process for claiming 

asylum that’s designed to be difficult 
and off putting. 

While this is going on, asylum seek-
ers have to report weekly at an immi-
gration office or police station. 

If they fail to attend a reporting 
meeting, they can be detained in 
immigration removal centres. 

And that’s just one of the reasons 
the state can give for locking people 
up who’ve committed no crime.

Set up to 
fail by the 
system

THE PROCESS of 
applying for asylum 

sets up people to fail.
In 2017 some 26,350 

people applied for 
asylum seeker status 
in Britain, but of those 
only 5,957 people were 
granted asylum. 

That’s compared to 
14,512 people whose 
applications were 
refused.

And in the first four 
months of 2018 the 
number of refusals had 
risen to 74 percent from 
66 percent in the same 
period last year.

Mirwais Ahmadazi 
came at the age of 15 to 
West Dunbartonshire in 
Scotland in 2006. 

After initially being 
taken care of by the 
council, he was recently 
refused asylum for 
the second time in 12 
years.

Return
He cannot return to 
his village in Logar 
Province in Afghanistan 
because it is a Taliban 
stronghold.

Mirwais’s older 
brother was murdered 
after Mirwais left 
Afghanistan and he 
doesn’t know the 
whereabouts of his 
family. 

Yet the “Home Office 
say that Afghanistan 
is safe” Mirwais told 
Socialist Worker. 

And Mirwais 
explained that Home 
Office questioning in 
the asylum process 
has taken a severe toll 
on his mental health. 
“I’ve got psychological 
problems and had 
flashbacks from the 
past,” he said.

“And they constantly 
ask the same questions 
about my past.”

The Verne, where Haile was locked up

PROTESTING IN Glasgow last week after 300 refugees were threatened with eviction  Picture Duncan Brown
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IN BRIEF 

Ambulance workers 
fight for fair pay 
AMBULANCE WORKERS in 
the North West of England 
struck for 26 hours last 
weekend as part of their 
long‑running fight over pay. 

The GMB union members 
are fighting for the outcome 
of a job re‑evaluation that 
took place 13 years ago. 

They work for the North 
West Ambulance Service 
(NWAS) NHS Trust, which 
covers Lancashire, Cumbria, 
Cheshire, Merseyside and 
Greater Manchester. 

The workers have already 
staged five walkouts in recent 
weeks after 84 percent of 
workers voted for strikes. 

Mike Buoey, GMB 
organiser, said, “Our 
paramedics are desperate for 
this situation to be resolved.

“But our pleas to NWAS 
are falling on deaf ears.

“Why won’t they meet with 
us? What are they so afraid 
of?

“After more than 13 years, 
our members are now saying 
enough is enough.”

Strike over pay at 
Ruislip Tube depot 
WORKERS AT Ruislip Tube 
depot in west London staged 
two 12‑hour walkouts last 
weekend. 

The RMT union members 
struck from 7pm last Friday 
to 7am last Saturday and 
from 7am to 7pm on Sunday.

The workers are fighting 
for pay parity and payments 
associated with train 
preparation. 

The union says 
bosses have only offered 
“productivity measures” and 
job losses.

The depot deals with all 
operation and maintenance 
for the London Underground’s 
fleet of engineering trains. 

Struggle brewing at 
Budweiser factory
GMB UNION members at a 
Budweiser’s brewery are set 
to begin industrial action 
in solidarity with former 
colleague Paul Morley 

The workers at AB‑InBev 
Brewery in Samlesbury, 
Preston, plan to begin an 
overtime ban on Monday of 
next week. The union says 
Paul was sacked on 13 June 
for “refusing a reasonable 
management request”.

Paul was the senior health 
and safety rep at the brewery 
and raised concerns about 
bosses’ plans to speed up the 
brewing process. 

Shaun Buckley, GMB 
regional organiser, said, 
“GMB members at In‑Bev 
are taking industrial action 
in solidarity with Paul Morley 
as they press for him to be 
reinstated.

“For Paul to be dismissed 
when he was looking out for 
the health and safety of his 
colleagues is a scandal and 
our members are taking the 
fight for his job right to the 
company.”

 Rail workers strike to
 keep safety on trains
by SARAH BATES 

WORKERS ON South Western 
Railway (SWR) walked out for 
24 hours on Saturday of last 
week in the latest action in 
the long‑running dispute over 
guards on trains. 

The RMT union members 
are fighting against train 
bosses’ plans to axe the guard 
as the second safety‑critical 
staff member on board trains. 

It is part of a national 
fight against the expansion of 
driver‑only operated (DOO) 
services. 

A rollout of DOO will 
make train travel unsafe and 
inaccessible for many.  

On these trains, the doors 
are controlled by the driver—
not a guard or train manager. 

This means passengers 
aren’t able to get any help 
while on board. 

Assist 
It also means wheelchair users 
could be unable to travel as 
there will be no one to assist 
with boarding.  

Workers on SWR have now 
taken four days of action in the 
latest wave of strikes. 

And they are planning four 
more strike days later this 
month and in September. 

Train bosses in Wales and 
Scotland have both reached 
agreements with the RMT. 

 And other train companies 
are going through talks now.  

SWR and Southern are the 
only networks where there has 
been no significant progress 
in talks. 

RMT general secretary Mick 
Cash accused SWR bosses of 
playing “fast and loose” with 
negotiations. 

“RMT has made a very 
simple request of South 
Western Railway that they 
take note of what is going on 
elsewhere in the rail industry,” 
he said.

“And that they take on 
board our serious and practical 
proposals that give a cast 
iron guarantee of guards on 
their services and a halt to 
the rolling out of Driver‑Only 
Operation.” 

The SWR strike caused a 

huge headache for transport 
bosses, with many routes 
cancelled, delayed or reduced. 

The RMT has exposed the 
lengths to which bosses will go 
to breaking the strike. 

It complained of a string of 
safety breaches during July’s 
strike. 

They say unskilled and 
poorly trained strike‑breakers 
signalled for drivers to leave 
the station too early. 

Other safety breaches 
include opening doors where 
there isn’t a station platform, 
and not assisting a wheelchair 
user on to the train. 

It’s just a taste of the type of 
service passengers can expect 
if DOO is allowed to become 
the norm for trains.

AROUND 300 people marched against plans to remove all the beds from Amman Valley 
Hospital in Garnant in west Wales on Saturday of last week. Speakers told the crowd that a 
hospital without beds is not a hospital. Campaigners are resolute and determined to push 
back the attack  Picture: Martin chaPMan

Activists demand council 
homes on old prison site 
A NEW petition has been 
launched demanding that the 
site of Holloway prison in 
Islington be turned over to the 
local authority to build council 
housing. 

The north London borough 
has a council house waiting list 
of 18,000.

The site is owned by the 
Ministry of Justice.

London’s Labour mayor 
Sadiq Khan has called for 
“affordable” housing to be built 

on the site. But that includes 
housing with rents of up to  
80 percent of market rates.

The petition says, “Building 
council housing is the only 
guaranteed means of meeting 
this need.”

It demands that “any 
redevelopment at the site 
must be for people in housing 
need—not luxury private 
apartments.”
lTo sign the petition, go to  
bit.ly/HollowaySite

HEALTH SERVICE HOUSING 
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Migrant cleaners walk out 
to sweep away poor pay 
WORKERS AT the Ministry 
of Justice (MoJ) and 
Kensington and Chelsea 
council in west London were 
set to strike for three days 
from Tuesday of this week. 

United Voices of the World 
(UVW) union members at 
five sites walked out for 
demands that include the 
London Living Wage of 
£10.20 an hour. 

The council backed down 
on one of the workers’ 
demands to bring cleaners 
back in house.

They are also demanding 
occupational sick pay.

They currently receive the 
statutory minimum, which 
means that many of them 
are effectively forced to work 
when they are ill. 

UVW member Osvaldo 

de Oliveira said, “The 
companies always say 
we can’t change your pay 
because it is in the contract 
with the MoJ.” 

MoJ cleaner Fatima Djalo 
said, “We are going on strike 
so we can live, not just 
survive. You have to pay rent. 
You have to pay bills. You 
have to pay transport.”

Cleaning services at each 
of the workplaces involved in 
the strikes are contracted out 
to different firms. 

At the MoJ the firm is OCS 
group. At Kensington and 
Chelsea the outsourcers are 
Amey.
lFor details of the strike, go to 
bit.ly/Strikedetail 
Donate to the workers’ strike 
fund at uvwunion.org.uk/
current‑campaigns

RAIL WORKERS 

PICKETS OUTSIDE London Waterloo  Picture: Guy Smallman

Confidence on the picket lines at the Ministry of Justice 

CLEANERS 

LGBT+

Hundreds of people joined the annual Pride march for 
LGBT+ rights in Leeds last Saturday Picture: neil terry
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Supertram workers look for logical deal
STRIKES ON Sheffield’s 
Supertram have halted 
after bosses put forward a 
new pay offer. Some 200 
conductors and drivers 
were due to strike for eight 
days from 18 August.

Unite union members 
are voting on the deal this 
week, with results set to 
be announced on Friday 

of this week. The union is 
recommending accepting 
the revised three-year pay 
deal. 

Bosses had offered a rise 
of just 26p an hour. Workers 
struck for five days in July, 
after a 91 percent vote 
for strikes. Unite regional 
officer Steve Clark said, 
“We won’t be commenting 

on the details of the offer 
until our members have had 
an opportunity to consider 
and vote on them next 
week.

“I would like to thank our 
members for the solidarity 
they have shown during this 
period which has greatly 
contributed to us reaching 
this stage.”

SCHOOLS

Hungry kids 
at summer
A SURVEY of 657 secondary 
school teachers by the 
National Education Union 
(NEU) has found they are 
increasingly concerned 
young people are not getting 
enough food over the 
summer holidays.

Teachers believed “holiday 
hunger” is affecting more 
children than three years 
ago. They also believed 
that initiatives designed to 
address the problem, such as 
food banks, were not capable 
of meeting the increase in 
demand. Some 51 percent 
said it had worsened.

NEU assistant general 
secretary Ross McNeil 
said, “Rather than fix the 
problem of child poverty, 
the Government has instead 
attempted to redefine it.”

POST WORKERS

Unofficial strike against  
work plan and ‘bullying’ 
by NICK CLARK

POSTAL WORKERS at a Royal Mail 
delivery office in Plymouth staged 
an unofficial strike for a full day last 
Saturday. They didn’t return until 
they reached a deal on Monday.

Members of the CWU union at 
the West Park delivery office walked 
out on Saturday morning. Ralph 
Ferrett, branch secretary of the 
CWU’s Plymouth and East Cornwall 
Amal branch told Socialist Worker 
the walkout was due to “an issue of 
bullying and harassment and treat-
ment by managers”.

But he added that a recent 
 re-division of work and delivery 
routes was “at the root of some of 
the problems people have”.

Some 65 workers—a majority of 
the office last Saturday—are said 
to have taken part in the walkout, 
which affected deliveries across two 
postcodes.

Agreement
The strikers agreed to return to work 
after CWU officials negotiated an 
agreement with bosses over the new 
work plan at the office.

They received messages of sup-
port and solidarity from Royal Mail 
workers and CWU members across 
Britain.

The CWU’s official Facebook page 
told them, “The whole union is with 
you.” Many messages of support on 
the page pointed to similar issues at 
other Royal Mail workplaces.

Recent walkouts at Royal Mail 

offices have centred on claims of 
bullying by managers. The walkout 
in Plymouth follows one over simi-
lar issues in Ferndale, South Wales, 
in June.

Royal Mail workers increasingly 
face longer deliveries and pressure 
from bosses to work more  “efficiently” 
in the wake of privatisation.

Royal Mail bosses promised a 

“cultural change” in management 
attitudes in an agreement that headed 
off a major dispute last year.

Yet at CWU postal conference 
in April, several workers and del-
egates spoke of how they’d seen no 
difference.

Postal worker Tony Buckley said 
on the CWU Facebook page, “If there 
is one thing that needs tackling in 

Royal Mail, it’s all the bullying and 
favouritism that goes on. It needs to 
stop.”

Another, Robert Blake said, “What 
is it with the bullying culture within 
Royal Mail?”

And Stewart Mcewan said, “This 
is getting more and more common 
 everywhere. I can see this only ending 
in widespread action.”

TRANSPORT

WORKERS HOLD a meeting outside the delivery office in Plymouth  

HIGHER EDUCATION

Ballot over 
pay offer
UNISON UNION members 
in universities are set to be 
balloted for action to fight 
a below‑inflation pay offer.

It comes after over two 
thirds of members voted to 
reject the national pay offer 
in a consultative ballot. 

They’ve been offered 
a one‑year deal of a rise 
of 2 percent or £425 
(whichever is greater). 

The union put in a 
pay claim for 7.5 percent 
or £1,500 (whichever is 
greater). Other demands 
included a £10 an hour 
minimum wage, an end to 
the gender pay gap, and 
payments to recognise 
excessive workloads. 

The ballot is likely to 
take place in late September 
or early October. 

OFFSHORE

Strike means 
Total shut 
down of rigs
WORKERS BEGAN a 24‑hour 
strike on three of energy 
multinational Total’s 
North Sea oil platforms.

This is the latest in a wave 
of strikes. Workers began 
a series of 24‑hour and 
12‑hour strikes on 23 July. 

The next 24‑hour strike 
is planned for 20 August 
and the next 12‑hour 
strike on 13 August. 

The dispute is focused 
around changes to the 
workers’ shift patterns. 
Currently workers are 
on a two weeks on, 
two weeks off rota. 

Bosses want to switch 
this to three weeks on, 
three weeks off. 

The workers have also 
stopped overtime as part 
of their campaign. The 
affected platforms are 
Alwyn, Elgin and Dunbar.

The strikes are having a 
big effect on Total’s bottom 
line. According to the Oil and 
Gas Authority the combined 
production of all three rigs 
is estimated to be about 
70,000 barrels of crude oil a 
day. That’s around £4 million 
a day at current prices.

On top of this, the three 
platforms contribute about 
10 percent of Britain’s 
natural gas output. 

Total has attempted to 
play down the effects of the 
strike. But bosses have talked 
of introducing “security 
measures” at the firm’s 
headquarters in Westhill, its 
Crawpeel House in Aberdeen, 
Shetland Gas Plant and its 
warehouses and quayside

Unite regional officer 
Wullie Wallace said talks are 
planned for this Thursday. 

EDUCATION

Supertrams were brought to a halt by the strikes

FOOD WORKERS

Squash the 
Britvic bosses
WORKERS AT the Britvic 
drinks company site in 
Norwich struck from 
Wednesday to Friday last 
week, with more planned on 
the same days for the next 
five weeks. They are now 
holding mass meetings. 

The site, shared by Britvic 
with Unilever, is scheduled 
to close in September 
2019. Unilever workers 
have been offered more 
favourable redundancy 
terms than Britvic workers. 

Britvic has refused to 
include the GMB union in 
any discussions about the 
redundancy terms on offer.

Production on site was 
halved on Wednesday and 
was expected to be reduced 
further on Thursday. 
Wendy Smith
lSend messages of support to 
ivan.mercer@gmb.org.uk
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 CARE STRIKERS 
STANDING SOLID
by SARAH BATES

BIRMINGHAM’S heroic 
home carers are gearing up 
for a fresh week of action 
that will see them strike, 
picket and protest.

Members of the 285-strong 
home enablement team are 
facing attacks that will see 
their full-time jobs slashed to 
weekly shifts of just 14, 18 or 
21 hours.

They also face another 
round of redundancies from 
the Labour-run council despite 
enduring 48 percent jobs cuts 
in the last year. 

The Unison union members 
struck for two consecutive 
days last week and were set 
to strike on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday of this week. 

They also plan to walk out 
between 19 and 22 August 
and from 28 August to  
1 September.

The home enablement 
team is a free council-run ser-
vice, which supports people 
in their homes in the six 
weeks following discharge 
from hospital.

But the cuts are so huge 
that carers are worried the 
cash-strapped council wants 

to bin the service altogether. 
The strikers are lone 

workers and have no cen-
tral workplace, so they have 
picketed Birmingham coun-
cil’s Central Administrative 
Buildings (Cab). Mandy 

Buckley, home carer and 
senior Unison steward, told 
Socialist Worker that at least 
30 strikers picketed all four 
Cab buildings and received 
“loads of support. “We gave 
council staff information on 

why we’re striking, we cov-
ered both entrances, and the 
car park too. 

Management weren’t too 
impressed—they weren’t 
expecting it.”

Strikers say at first bosses 

tried to bully them into 
accepting punishing new 
shift patterns, or to take 
redundancy packages. 

Mandy says that although 
she believes no members of 
the home enablement team 

are breaking the strike, 
management will still try to 
undermine the dispute.

And she says that’s one 
of the reasons workers are 
organising so much activity 
during the action. 

“It’s not a few of us 
striking, it’s not just a major-
ity—it’s all of us”.

And strikers say that sol-
idarity is bringing them 
confidence in the dispute. 

Unison general secretary 
Dave Prentis spoke at last 
week’s strike rally outside a 
council meeting. 

He said the council cuts 
would leave “the most vulner-
able in our society struggling.”

But Mandy says the work-
ers are determined to win, 
and that they have been left 
with “no other option” but to 
strike. 

Trade unionists should 
bring branch banners to the 
strike rally this Saturday and 
show solidarity.
Join the strike rally 12pm, 
11 August, Victoria Square, 
Birmingham B1 1BD 
Donate to the strike 
fund. Cheques payable to 
“Birmingham Unison”. Make 
clear it’s for the hardship fund. 
Send to Mclaren building, 35 
Dale End, Birmingham, B4 7LN

BIRMINGHAM HOME care workers on strike last week  Picture: Geoff Dexter 

HEALTHCARE

Privatisation bonanza for billionaire Branson while NHS faces cash crisis
CONVICTED fraudster 
Richard Branson’s 
Virgin empire has 
snatched £2 billion in 
contracts from the NHS 
in the last five years.

Virgin holds around 
400 contracts across 
the public sector from 
hospitals to schools and 
prisons. And around 
one third of its British 
subsidiaries’ turnover 
comes from public money, 
according to analysis by 
the Guardian newspaper.  

Virgin Care won  
£1 billion worth of NHS 
contracts last year alone.

The Tories awarded 
Branson the contract to 
run over 200 services 

across Bath and North 
East Somerset for seven 
years in November 2016. 
Worth a whopping £700 
million, it was the most 
lucrative privatisation 
deal in the NHS’s history. 

A close second in Virgin 
Care’s growing portfolio is 
the £335 million contract 
to run health services 
in Cambridgeshire. This 
was handed over to 
Branson after outsourcing 
partnership UnitingCare 
collapsed in 2015.

The revelations come 
as the NHS is in the 
depths of a funding 
and staffing crisis. 

The British Medical 
Association’s consultants’ 

committee chair Dr Robert 
Harwood said, “We firmly 
believe that the NHS 
should be publicly funded 
and publicly provided. 

“At a time when the NHS 
is facing huge financial 
pressure, it is vital that 
taxpayers’ money is used 
to support overstretched 
NHS services, not to 
fund multimillion-pound 
private contracts.”

Branson’s profiteering 
shows the money is there 
to fund the health service. 

It comes as workers at a 
number of NHS hospitals 
face the threat of being 
transferred to working for 
wholly-owned subsidiaries.
These are a bridge to 

full-blown privatisation. 
Labour’s shadow 

health secretary Jon 
Ashworth said a Labour 
government would 
“renationalise” the NHS. 

And Labour politicians 
did back the recent 
successful strike 
against plans to set 
up a wholly-owned 
subsidiary in Wigan.

But Labour’s manifesto 
at last year’s general 
election only promised 
to make the NHS the 
“preferred provider” of 
services—not kick out 
all the privatisers.  

Strikes by health 
workers can roll back 
privatisation.‘Thanks for the money guys’—Richard Branson’s doing fine
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