
DEMONSTRATE SAT 17 NOVEMBER 

THE STORY OF 
THE ‘HURRICANE’ 

Wrongly convicted US boxer 
and civil rights hero dies 

>>Page  13

Venezuela—a crisis 
for socialism? 

Alistair Farrow asks why right wingers are gloating  
>>Pages 14&15

It’s not antisemitic
to back Palestinians

Activists speak out for free speech 
on Israel  >>Pages 10&11

£1  |  No 2619  |  29 August-4 September 2018  | socialistworker.co.uk  

PRIVATISATION

There’s more 
nastiness to G4S 
than prison mess
INSPECTORS found 
inmates living in squalid 
conditions in privately‑run 
Birmingham prison. 

G4S has a security empire 
spanning over 90 countries 
and many public sector 
contracts are outsourced to it.

The prisons horror is 
part of a wider scandal of 
privatisation.
>>Page 17

STRIKE

Birmingham 
care strike to 
save a service
OVER 270 care workers 
in Birmingham began a 
five‑day strike on Tuesday.

They are fighting  
£2 million in cuts and a 
huge attack on jobs. 

The Unison union 
members need solidarity 
from other workers and 
maximum support from 
their union leaders.
>>Page 20

ANTI-RACISM

Refugees storm 
European borders 
in Morocco
AT LEAST 100 refugees 
stormed a border fence in a 
Spanish‑controlled territory 
in Morocco last week. 

The Spanish government is 
trying to send back many to 
sub‑Saharan Africa. 

The only solution is to let 
refugees in.
>>Page 4
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lVANILLA ICE cream 
traditionally includes milk or 

cream, and vanilla. One in five 
ice creams had none of these, 
according to a survey. Only half 
contained all three ingredients. 

Asda, Morrisons and Tesco own 
brands and soft-scoop vanilla ice 
creams from Wall’s and Ms Molly’s 
lack the three ingredients.

  Some loan sharks going bust,  
 but beware those that remain
B R I G H T H O U S E ,  a 
rent-to-buy loan shark 
shop, is selling second 
hand household goods 
returned by customers—
and charging up to 99.9 
percent interest.

BrightHouse brags its 
“refreshed” items from 
fridges to laptops are “great 
value” compared to new 
products.

But the reality for the 
chain’s customers, many 
with low credit ratings and 
who can’t afford to buy out-
right, is very different.

They can end up paying 
more than twice the price of 
the same product sold new 
elsewhere.

At Brighthouse in Halifax a 
“refreshed” Hoover  washing 
machine cost £711 plus deliv-
ery and installation. But the 
total rent-to-buy cost over 99 
weeks at 69.9 percent was 

£1,330. The same appliance 
was available new from other 
outlets at £549.99.

And a used Acer laptop on 
sale worked out at £594 over 
99 weeks at 99.9 percent—
while the same model new 
was on offer for just £274.

Some of the used products 
were returned by custom-
ers who could not keep up 
repayments. 

BrightHouse is run by 
tycoon Julian Mash, who sold 
his London home for £53 mil-
lion two years ago. The chain 

has made operating profits of 
more than £185 million since 
2007.

A used Sony PS4 bundle 
with games and controllers 
is priced at £417.

Over 99 weeks at 99 per-
cent, that rose to £704. The 
cost of the bundle bought 
new elsewhere is £400. 

In happier news, payday 
loan shark lender Wonga 
is said to be on the brink of 
collapse over a new wave of 
compensation claims.

 Administrators are on 
standby to take over the 
loans giant. 

It comes three weeks after 
Wonga got a £10 million cash 
injection from shareholders 
to keep it afloat. 

The firm started in 2007 
offering loans at  astronomical 
interest rates. Business 
boomed in the wake of the 
2008 financial crash.

lAIR TRAVEL is taking longer as airlines “pad 
out” schedules to create the impression that 

planes are reaching their destination on time. 
Carriers are allowing extra time for flights—in 
some cases at least 20 minutes. Schedules are 
changed to reduce airlines’ chances of having to 
pay compensation for delays.  
   Over 60 percent of flight routes are now 
advertised as taking longer than they did a 
decade ago.

 Resigning Tories have  
 grabbed plenty of cash
FORMER international 
development secretary 
Priti Patel grabbed a 
£17,000 payout—after 
being forced to quit.

Patel was sacked in 
November last year 
after it emerged that 
she had lied about 
unauthorised meetings 
she’d attended in Israel.

The annual accounts 
for the Department for 
International Development 
show that Patel 
“received a severance 
payment of £16,876”.

It comes under 
the subject line, 
“Compensation for loss of 
office.” The government 
has refused to say whether 
Boris Johnson received 
a payout after quitting 

as foreign secretary. 
It’s not clear whether 

David Davis, former 
Brexit secretary, received 
any cash either.

lOVER A quarter 
of parents ask 

children’s grandparents 
for help paying for school 
uniforms, according to a 
new study by Coinstar.

It also found that a fifth 
of families use children’s 
savings to cover the cost. 
The average cost of school 
uniforms has risen by 13 
percent to £328 a year.

Latest migrant myth 
pushed by the press 
THE TABLOIDS had a 
field day with new figures 
on Britain’s population 
growth last week. The 
Sun ran with the headline, 
“4 in 5 are foreign”.

Figures from the Office 
for National Statistics had 
shown that the population 
grew by 6.6 million 
between 2001 and 2016.

The racist Migration 
Watch group claimed that 
82 percent of the growth 
was made up of migrants. 
But this is because it 
counts children born in 
Britain as migrants if they 
have migrant parents.

This allowed the Daily 
Mail to claim that  
5.4 million of the  
6.6 million rise “were 
the result of mass 

immigration—the biggest 
ever wave of incomers”.

But there were not 
5.4 million people who 
came to Britain during 
that time, because 
some 2.3 million were 
children born here.

Lord Green of 
Deddington, chair 
of Migration Watch, 
showing the real racist 
agenda of he group said, 
“Immigration on the 
current scale is rapidly 
changing the size and 
nature of our society.”

Slow plane

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I hate the gooks’ 
Racist republican senator  
John McCain, who died last 
week,  on the Vietnamese

‘What an honour 
to meet Dr Henry 
Kissinger’
Foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt 
tweets his love for proper war 
criminals

‘The world’s most 
experienced 
diplomat tutoring 
the world’s 
newest’
Hunt continues

‘Man who has 
changed the 
course of British 
history’
Hunt loves up to Boris Johnson

‘A split in the 
Labour Party is 
now inevitable’
Former Labour home secretary 
Alan Johnson

‘Malice dressed 
as virtue’
Alan Johnson attacks the 
Momentum group

‘They were not 
Marxists they 
were patriots’
Daily Mail explains that people 
murdered at the 1819 Peterloo 
Massacre hadn’t heard of Karl 
Marx, who was born in 1818 

‘Embarrassing 
and shocking’
Ian Katz, Channel 4’s director 
of programmes. The station 
has been named Britain’s 
poshest broadcaster

‘If I ever got 
impeached, the 
market would 
crash, everybody 
would be very 
poor’ 
US President Donald Trump 
rates his own presidency
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NOT ALL sharks have fins

Trust has the  
cash for heads 
A MULTI Academy Trust  
in south east London is 
paying two head teachers 
hundreds of thousands. 

Polymat runs Woolwich 
Polytechnic School for 
Boys. It pays £165,000 
to full-time co-head Tim 
Plumb and £105,000 to 
part-time co-head Byron 
Parker. Yet it has moved 
its cleaning contract to 
avoid paying cleaners the 
London Living Wage.

FAULTY FIRM
Ryanair  
Unreliable airline
lRyanair sent cheques 
to people who had their 
flights cancelled
lBut scores of them 
bounced
lRyanair blamed an 
“administrative error”
lOver a million Ryanair 
passengers in Europe have 
had flights cancelled since 
April

FAULTY FIRM
TUI  
Sexist airline
lTui handed out badges 
to children boarding a  
flight from Bristol to 
Cyprus
lThe ones given to boys 
said, “Future Tui Captain”. 
Girls were described as, 
“Future Tui Cabin Crew.”
lIn the wake of the furore 
that followed, Tui blamed a 
“mix up”

FIGURE IT OUT

£55.8 million
 the amount raised by 
Labour in 2017, thought 
to be the most by any 
party in one year

£45.9 million
the amount the Tories 
raised in the same year



To donate:
Web socialistworker.co.uk/
appeal
Phone 020 7840 5620
Post cheques made out to 
‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, 
London E16 9EJ

 New date  
 for retrial  
 of Robinson
NAZI TOMMY Robinson’s 
retrial has been moved back 
to Thursday 27 September. 

His fascist and racist 
supporters have called a 
protest outside the Old Bailey 
Court in central London on 
the day from 9am to 3pm.

Supporters of Stand Up 
To Racism and Unite Against 
Fascism plan to protest 
against Robinson. 

He was jailed in May after 
filming outside a child sexual 
exploitation trial in Leeds and 
freed on bail last month after 
winning an appeal. 

He could be jailed again 
following his retrial.

The appeal win has given 
confidence to groups across 
the British far right. 

 

 Protesters  
 challenge  
 the Nazis
AROUND 40 anti-fascists 
outnumbered around ten 
supporters of the fascist 
Britain First in Huddersfield 
last Saturday. 

And anti-fascists in 
Worcester have called a 
counter-mobilisation against 
the English Defence League 
this Saturday.

Around 100 anti-racists 
protested against a “British 
Troops, the best” march in 
York on Saturday of last 
week. 

The march was called by 
the Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance and Veterans Against 
Terrorism groups.

Ukip deputy leader Mile 
Hookam addressed the crowd 
of just 30 people.

Major anti-racist demo 
backed by Labour figures
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

LABOUR SHADOW ministers 
Diane Abbott and John McDonnell 
have backed a call for a national 
demonstrat ion against  fas-
cism and racism in London on  
Saturday 17 November.

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) has 
called the demonstration in response 
to the resurgent threat of the British 
far right and rising racism against 
Muslims and migrants. 

It is a major opportunity for 
people across the left, trade union 
and  anti-racist movements to unite 
and get on the front foot against the 
 fascists and racists.

An SUTR statement said, “We are 
experiencing the biggest rise in sup-
port for fascism, the far right, racism, 
Islamophobia and antisemitism since 
the 1930s. 

In Britain fascists and racists are 
mobilising on a scale not seen for 
decades.

“We must unite against this 
threat.”

Unite Against Fascism (UAF) and 
Love Music Hate Racism (LMHR) are 
sponsoring the demonstration.

This autumn will be a key 
 battleground in the fight against the 
far right and racism.

Nazi Tommy Robinson is due 
to have his retrial on Thursday  
27 September at the Old Bailey court 
in central London.

Cock-a-hoop
If he wins, fascists and racists in 
Britain and internationally will be 
cock-a-hoop. 

And his supporters could call a rally 
on the weekend of 8-9 September 
during the “international break”—
when there are no major matches 
between English football clubs.

Anti-fascists have to be ready to 
mobilise against the Nazis when they 
next try to march in order to break 

their confidence on the streets.
As well as confronting them on the 

streets, anti-fascists are also part of 
building a broader anti-racist culture 
in Britain. 

That’s why LMHR put on a float, 
sponsored by the NEU education 

union, at the Notting Hill Carnival 
in west London last bank holiday 
weekend.

A big turnout on 17 November 
demonstration can also give con-
fidence to anti-racists to take on  
arguments against racist rhetoric in 
their workplaces, communities and 
on campuses.

The racism against Muslims, 
 refugees and migrants pushed by the 
Tories and Donald Trump is fuelling 
the rise of the far right. 

And there are growing links 
between the traditional conservative 
right, the racist populists and the fas-
cist right.

But the response to McDonnell’s 
recent call for activists to “emulate 
the Anti Nazi League” showed the 
potential to build mass opposition 

to fascism and racism. The ANL 
beat back the National Front in the 
1970s.

Activists should seize on this 
response to strengthen SUTR, UAF, 
LMHR and build a bigger opposition 
to fascism and racism.

SUTR said, “The recent rise in 
attacks by the far right has created 
a real thirst for a mass anti-racist 
 mobilisation in the spirit of the Anti 
Nazi League.

“Now is the time to take to the 
streets.”
For details of the demonstration go to 
bit.ly/17NovDemo

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

LOVE MUSIC Hate Racism float at Notting Hill Carnival Picture: Jo Holland

 ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  It’s not antisemitic to 
stand up for Palestine

2  Does the crisis in 
Venezuela show that 
socialism can’t work?

3  Refugees storm border 
fence in an effort to 
reach Spain

4 Australia’s PM toppled 
as Tory government 
gets desperate

5 BlacKkKlansman film 
is a strong call to arms 
for anti-racists
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The new struggle in Uganda 
must not wither on the vine
THE ARREST of a 
singer who became an 
MP in Uganda, east 
Africa, has seen riots 
and mass protests.

Bobi Wine, 
real name Robert 
Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, 
was arrested after 
his supporters were 
accused of stoning 
a presidential 
motorcade. They deny 
the charges.

As news of his 
arrest and then torture 
broke, demonstrators 
poured on to the 
streets in the capital 
Kampala and several 
other cities chanting, 
“People power, our 
power” and, “Uganda 
wake up.” 

Police killed at 
least one person and 
injured many others. 

Ssentamu appeared in 
court on Monday and 
was released on bail—
hailed by activists as 
a sign of the power of 
protest.

He was elected to 
parliament last year 
and has become an 
outspoken critic of 
Yoweri Museveni, who 
has been president 
since 1986.

A social movement 

is growing demanding 
change in Uganda, 
and there have been 
rounds of strikes by 
doctors and other 
public sector workers.

Ssentamu’s 
supporters 
held solidarity 
demonstrations across 
Kenya, in London, 
Japan, Denmark and 
the United States last 
weekend.

British bombs killing children
AIRSTRIKES carried 
out by a key British 
ally have killed more 
than 30 civilians in 
Yemen over the last 
two weeks.

Bombings led by 
Saudi Arabia—heavily 
armed by Britain and 
the US—have killed 
tens of thousands of 
people since the war 
began in 2015.

A Saudi-led airstrike 
on Thursday killed 
at least 22 children 
who were fleeing 
fighting near the city 

of Hodeidah. Another 
one the same day 
killed a further four 
children.

Saudi Arabian 
forces attacked Yemen 
in 2015 to restore a 
regime that protects 
its interests and those 
of the US and its 
allies.

More than 13,000 
civilians have been 
killed since then, 
most of them in Saudi 
Arabian airstrikes.

The war and 
the blockade of 

Yemeni ports by the 
coalition have caused 
widespread starvation.

Despite this, Britain 
continues to support 
Saudi Arabia’s war 
on Yemen—and 
continues to sell it the 
bombs and equipment 
needed to carry it out.

Saudi Arabia is 
the largest buyer of 
British-made weapons. 

Britain has sold it 
more than £4 billion 
worth of arms since 
the start of its war on 
Yemen.

IN BRIEF
Aid cuts to Palestine herald 
more attacks and land grabs
THE US has cut more 
than £150 million in 
aid to Palestinians 
to pressure the 
Palestinian government 
to give up more rights.

A senior US official 
said the order came 
from president Donald 
Trump. 

It is supposedly 
in response to the 
Palestinian Authority’s 
(PA) refusal to end 
payments to the 
families of Palestinians 
killed or imprisoned 
by Israel. The PA 
believes it’s part of a 
plan to make it sign 
up to a deal that could 
hand more Palestinian 
land to Israel.

And the US was 

also set to announce 
a new policy of 
recognising the 
existence of only half 
a million of Palestinian 
refugees as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

This would deny 
millions more the right 
to return to the land 
they were expelled 
from 70 years ago.

The state of Israel 
views their return as a 
threat to its existence 
because it would 
mean the end of its 
Jewish ethnic majority.

Now a deal being 
prepared by Trump’s 
government would 
see all of Jerusalem 
handed to Israel—and 
probably swathes of 

the Palestinian West 
Bank too.

Meanwhile an offer 
to the PA will still not 
grant the Palestinians 
a state. It will leave 
the Israeli military in 
charge of “security”.

Trump said 
last week that the 
Palestinians would 
get “something very 
good” in return for 
Jerusalem. But he 
followed his promise 
up with more attacks, 
showing any deal 
will be bad news for 
ordinary Palestinians.

The only solution is 
a single secular state 
in Palestine with equal 
democratic rights for 
Arabs and Jews.

Crowds cheer Bobi Wine 

Breaking European borders at 
a Spanish enclave in Morocco
AT LEAST 100 refugees stormed 
a border fence in Morocco on 
Wednesday of last week. It is 
the latest successful attempt by 
refugees to force their way into 
the Spanish-controlled territory 
of Ceuta in North Africa.

Some five refugees were injured 
as hundreds clambered the razor 
wire fences patrolled by the  
paramilitary Guarda Civil police 
force.

Some of the refugees who made 
it across marched to temporary 
reception centres, which they 
hope will offer a route to safety in 
Europe.

But many are now in immigra-
tion detention centres, where they 
could be held for up to a year 
while their asylum applications are 
processed.

Spanish authorities are trying 
to repatriate many of them back 
to their home countries. The refu-
gees are mainly from countries in  
sub-Saharan Africa, fleeing war, 
dictatorship, poverty and the 
effects of climate change.

The ports of Ceuta and Melilla, 
which the Spanish state clung onto 
after Moroccan independence, 
have become key chokepoints in 
the refugee crisis. 

Over 3,000 refugees have made 
it across the border into these ter-
ritories since the beginning of the 
year.

Climbed
And the number of refugees who 
have made it into Europe through 
Spain has climbed to 19,586 this 
year according to the International 
Migration Organisation.

This means Spain has surpassed 
Italy and Greece—once the main 
refugee routes—because their 
governments have made it even 
harder to enter Europe.

The Spanish government has 
called on the European Union 

(EU) to stop Spain being 
turned into the “new 
Lampedusa”— the Italian 
island where many refu-
gees are detained.

Spanish prime min-
ister Pedro Sanchez 

a n n o u n c e d  i n 

June, shortly after taking office, 
that 630 passengers on the rescue 
ship Aquarius that had previously 
been turned away by Italy, could 
land at Valencia in Spain.

Hospitals have also recently 
begun treating migrants without 
residence permits again.

Absorb
But there is now a major debate, 
with the right trying to use the 
issue to gain votes.

“It is not possible for Spain to 
absorb millions of Africans who 
want to come to Europe,” said 
Pablo Casado, the newly selected 
head of the conservative People’s 
Party. The border, he said, must be 
“defended”.

Far right and racist governments 
in Austria, Hungary and Italy want 
to impose internal borders and 
internment centres within the EU.

But the ramping up of racism 
against refugees isn’t just down to 
them.

The “centrist” politicians at the 
head of the EU, German chancel-
lor Angela Merkel and French pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron, want to 
strengthen the EU’s external bor-
ders. Either way, refugees will 
drown in the Mediterranean.

And those who make it across 
face more repression and desti-
tution, including the 1,000 who 
are trapped at Britain’s border in 
Calais.

The only solution is to let them 
in.

The refugees’ efforts 
in Morocco are another 
powerful reminder that 
they aren’t just passive 
victims of the West’s 

racist border fences and 
guards. 

S p o r a d i c a l l y 
t h r o u g h o u t  
the refugee crisis many 
have fought back.

Anti-racists in Britain 
have to build a powerful 
movement that stands in 
solidarity with refugees 
and forces the Tories to 
open the border.

MIGRANTS STORM the border fence in Ceuta, a Spanish outpost in Morocco 

ITALY

Migrants blocked by the racist Salvini
THE RACIST Italian government 
has been grandstanding with 
the lives of migrants.

The interior minister Matteo 
Salvini had prevented migrants 
on board coastguard ship 
Diciotti from disembarking in 
Sicily.

Last week he had told them 
to “get stuffed”.

They were part of an 
original group of 190 migrants 
who were rescued from an 
overcrowded rubber dinghy on 
16 August.

Italy has threatened 
to withhold its financial 
contribution to the EU and 
to block approval of EU 
spending plans—which require 
unanimity—until other member 
states redistribute more 
migrants.

But there were some signs 
of resistance. During the five 
days that the Diciotti was 
moored in Catania, growing 
demonstrations called for the 
migrants to be allowed to land. 

As part of this protesters held 
up arancini—rice balls that are 

a Sicilian symbol of welcoming.
Salvini, as well as being 

interior minister, is leader of the 
League party. He is whipping 
up racism around the issue of 
migrants to build his popularity.

So when a prosecutor 
said he would charge with 
kidnapping, Salvini announced 
the investigation into himself at 
a political rally. 

He challenged magistrates to 
arrest him and goaded them, 
saying they could not “arrest 
the desire for change of 60 
million Italians”.

But there is weakness in his 
bluster. In the same speech 

he said that he had given 
permission for the remaining 
137 people on board to 
disembark. He said they would 
be looked after by the Catholic 
church.

Salvini said if the government 
collapsed over the migrant 
crisis, “We’ll go to elections and 
I’ll take Italy.”

On Tuesday he was set to 
meet the Hungarian far right 
leader Viktor Orban in Milan to 
discuss the “migrant problem”. 

The centre left and some 
trade unions called a protest in 
response.
Simon Basketter

BACK STORY
100 refugees stormed the fences 
of Spanish enclave Ceuta in 
Morocco last week
lSpain’s enclaves in northern 
Africa are a legacy of its colonial 
past, and testament to its 
imperial ambitions today.
lOver 3,000 migrants and 
refugees have made it across the 
border in Ceuta and the port of 
Melilla, Spain’s other Moroccan 
enclave
lMigrants have shown they 
are not just passive victims of 
Europe’s racist border policies

People celebrate 
after scaling 
the fences at  
the immigration 
centre CETI in 
the Spanish 
enclave Ceuta 
in Morocco

One of the migrants from Diciotti receives medical treatment  

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

ALL ONTO THE STREETS TO 
PUSH BACK THE FAR RIGHT

 I
F YOU are angry, worried 
and outraged by the rise of 
racism and fascism, it’s time 
for action.

Fascists and racists are 
on the march, profiting from 
the scapegoating of migrants 
and Muslims by the mainstream 
parties.

Nobody should ignore the 
evidence. It ranges from Nazi 
violence in Germany to the Italian 
government’s anti-refugee policies, 
Donald Trump’s rantings and the 
Tories’ “hostile environment” 
towards migrants.

More people are pointing to 
the scale of the problem. Now it’s 
time for united action.

The demonstration initiated 
by Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
and co-sponsored by Unite 
Against Fascism and Love Music 
Hate Racism on 17 November in 
London is crucial. 

It must show that the racists 
are a minority and strengthen 
the resistance to Nazi Tommy 
Robinson and his far right allies.

This can help to shift the mood 
from passivity and fear to a bigger 
and more confident fightback.

Racism is dividing the working 
class just when we need unity to 
take on the Tories.  We have to 

push every trade union to act on 
their policies, fund and build the 
17 November demonstration. 

And many more Labour MPs 
should join shadow ministers 
Diane Abbott and John McDonnell 
in supporting it.

There are debates about how 
to counter the racists and fascists. 
The SUTR conference on  
20 October is a chance for 
everyone to discuss what kind of 
movement we need.

The Tories are in deep trouble. 
A Financial Times newspaper 
columnist wrote this week, “What 
a time to be a British socialist. 

“It seems that every day there 
is news that provides fresh fodder 
for the case against the governing 

Conservatives and their economic 
agenda.”

The examples he gave included, 
“the collapse of contractor 
Carillion; scandalous conditions 
at a major prison in Birmingham; 
insolvency at Northamptonshire 
council; forced nationalisation of 
the East Coast railway”. 

And then there are the splits 
over Brexit.

Precisely because they are in 
turmoil, the Tories will redouble 
their racism and Islamophobia. 

They will use proposals for 
migration rules after Brexit, due 
out this autumn, to say, “You can 
only trust the Tories to keep out 
foreigners.”

Robinson and his crew, the 
rightward-lurching Ukip and open 
fascists will all try to gain.

But recent months have also 
seen encouraging anti-racist 
mobilisations against the English 
Defence League and similar filth, 
against Trump’s visit and against 
Robinson. 

And refugees have fought back, 
as in Spain’s enclaves in north 
Africa. 

Now there has to be a major 
acceleration of all the anti-racist 
work. All onto the streets on  
17 November.

DON’T DISMISS ZIONISM
 JEREMY CORBYN has been 

accused of antisemitism 
for saying a group of 

Zionists—people who support 
Israel’s founding ideology—didn’t 
understand “English irony”.

His opponents immediately 
claimed he meant the Zionists 
didn’t “belong” in England, and 
that his comments betrayed an 
attitude that treats Jewish people 
in general as outsiders.

Corbyn was talking about a 
group of Zionists who frequently 
disrupt pro-Palestinian events.

After they harangued Palestinian 
ambassador Manuel Hassassian, 
Corbyn suggested that they—
native English speakers—hadn’t 
grasped the meaning of something 
non-native English speaker 
Hassassian said.

It’s a big stretch to claim he was 
talking about all Jewish people, or 
even all Zionists. So the argument 
became that, by talking about 
Zionism, Corbyn had attacked 
some aspect of Jewishness. 

But Zionism is not intrinsic 
to Jewishness—it’s intrinsic to 

Israel. It is a political ideology that 
has justified the expulsion and 
oppression of Palestinians.

Many Jews aren’t Zionists.
Some supporters of the 

Palestinians now think it would be 
safer to talk about Israel’s crimes 
without mentioning Zionism.

Yet it would be impossible to 
explain the cause of Palestinian 
oppression, or Israel’s behaviour, 
without talking about the Zionist 
ideology that underpins it.

That’s exactly what those 
defending Israel want.

The protest on  
17 November 
must strengthen 
the anti-racist 
resistance

‘‘ 

PALESTINE RESISTANCE, 
REVOLUTION AND THE 
STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
A Socialist Worker pamphlet, £2

To order your copy contact the SWP national office
lCall 020 7840 5600 lenquiries@swp.co.uk 
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ANTI-FASCISM

State racism fuelled 
German Nazi attacks
NAZIS WENT on the 
rampage in Chemnitz, 
Germany, over the bank 
holiday weekend.

Up to 3,000 Nazis 
rallied on Monday 
night after a weekend 
of intimidation against 
migrants, refugees and left 
wingers. Around 1,000 
anti-fascists turned out 
nearby to oppose it.

Witnesses said the 
fascists were chanting Nazi 
slogans from the 1930s 
and giving Hitler salutes.

Groups on the march 
included the far right 
Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) party and the 
Islamophobic street 
movement Pegida.

The fascists flocked to 
the town after one man 
was killed and a further 
two seriously injured last 
Saturday. Police have 
arrested one Iraqi man 
and one Syrian man on 
suspicion of the stabbing.

Around 800 fascists 
gathered on Sunday 
evening and went on 
the rampage—police are 
investigating assaults on 

an Afghan, a Syrian and a 
Bulgarian. The rise of the 
far right in Germany came 
from a general shift to the 
right in society.

Refugees forced German 
chancellor Angela Merkel 
to open the border and let 
in one million from Syria.

The right went on 
the attack and Merkel 
responded by making 
concessions to racist 
scapegoating.

The legitimisation of the 
AfD’s racist arguments has 
helped groups further to 
its right. The rampage is 
a warning of how state-
sponsored racism fuels the 
fascists.

DOMINIC RAAB announcing his technical notices (above). He wants to protect the bosses and bankers (below) 

 Tories splinter as warnings  
 about a no-deal Brexit grow 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THERESA MAY was forced 
to schedule an emergency 
cabinet meeting last Friday 
amid deepening Tory splits 
over Brexit.

It is another sign that the 
parliamentary summer holi-
days have brought only lim-
ited respite for the belea-
guered Tory prime minister.

The divisions over the 
shape of the Brexit deal—or 
the possibility or no deal—go 
right through the heart of the 
cabinet and backbenches. 

And they are unlikely 
to be healed at the emer-
gency cabinet meeting on 13 
September.

The latest row erupted 
after Remain-supporting 
chancellor Philip Hammond 
warned of economic catas-
trophe if there was a no-deal 
Brexit. He claimed British 
capitalism would haemor-
rhage 10 percent of Gross 
Domestic Product and see 
borrowing up by £80 billion.

Undermine
It was well-timed to under-
mine  Brex i t  secre tary 
Dominic Raab, who had 
begun publishing a series 
of 84 “technical notices” on 
Brexit. These outline the Tory 
government’s plans if there is 
a no-deal Brexit. 

The detail shows the 
Tories are determined to pro-
tect their friends in the City 
of London and big business. 

And they show that working 
class people are being offered 
a false choice between a 
“soft” or “hard Brexit” or a 
deal or no-deal Brexit.

The European Union’s (EU) 
single market is designed to 
protect bosses’ interests. 

The free market is hard-
wired into its rulebook, which 
blocks EU member states 
from nationalising whole 
industries and bars many 
forms of state intervention. 

The technical notice on 
state aid shows how the 
Tories want to structure 
Brexit to protect profits for 

the fat cats. Raab’s techni-
cal notice says that control of 
“anti-competitive subsidies” 
will be used in “all sectors”. 

Another technical notice 
on financial services makes 
clear they will protect bank-
ers. Banks and businesses 
registered in EU countries can 
operate within any member 
state under a process known 
as “passporting”. 

Overtake
Raab makes clear they will 
retain passporting for at least 
three years. That’s because 
the Tories fear Brussels or 
Frankfurt could overtake the 
City of London as the world’s 
financial gambling capital. 

The Tories’ right wing, 
racist version of Brexit will 
seek to undermine workers 
and migrants’ rights. 

But the solution is not to 
line up with the EU and its 
right wing liberal hangers-on 
in the British establishment. 

The likes of Blairite war 
criminal Alastair Campbell, 
who’s heading up the People’s 
Vote campaign, offers no pro-
gressive alternative to the 
Tories. 

The answer is to resist 
all Tory attacks and unite 
around fighting for a social-
ist, anti-racist vision of Brexit 
that defends workers’ and 
migrants’ rights. 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

No to a second vote
JOHN McDonnell agreed 
with a shadow cabinet 
colleague’s warning 
that a second Brexit 
referendum risked 
giving “succour to the 
extreme right”. He then 
said Labour remained 
open to the idea. 

This somersault 
is a sign of the 
growing pressure—
from the People’s 
Vote campaign 
and others—on the 
Labour leadership 
to shift its 
position.

Many 
people 
support 

a second referendum, 
because of genuine 
fears about the rise 
of the far right, or the 
impact on people’s jobs. 

But the people who 
lead this movement 
offer no solutions.

A second referendum 
would draw a line 
of division in 
every workplace 
in Britain between 
two versions of 
right wing policies. 

And it would make 
it harder to build 

working class 
unity to resist 
the Tories 
attacks.

John McDonnell

TRADE

Aid to Africa is about 
helping British bosses
THERESA MAY toured 
South Africa, Nigeria 
and Kenya this week in 
a desperate bid to shore 
up trade in a post-Brexit 
world.

“I am unashamed about 
the need to ensure that our 
aid programme works for 
Britain,” she said.

That means using the aid 
budget to push the interests 
of British capitalism— 
29 bosses’ representatives 
travelled with her to South 
Africa.

As well as Britain, the 
EU, the US and China are 
jostling for position across 
Africa. May wants to use 
foreign aid as a weapon in 
that fight.

Foreign aid has always 
come with strings attached, 
or ends up going to forces 
whose interests align with 
Britain’s.

May’s announcement 
is also a response to 
attacks from Tory right 
wingers who hate any 
whiff of giving money to 
“foreigners”.

In fact the money given 
is a pittance compared to 
the plunder of countries by 
British imperialism—which 

continues today. 
May was also 

responding to chancellor 
Philip Hammond’s 
prediction that a no-deal 
Brexit would cost  
£80 billion.

“If we are in that 
situation, we can make 
a success of it,” said 
May. There was a note 
of desperation in the 
statement. There’s a reason 
Britain trades primarily 
within the EU—it’s more 
profitable for British bosses 
because the markets are 
larger and tariff-free. 

In desperation, May 
wants to reinvigorate the 
exploitative relationship 
with Britain’s former 
colonies. 

Theresa May in South Africa

Confident in Chemnitz
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 Tory cuts to  
 blame for  
 child hunger  
 in summer
Almost a decade of austerity has 
left millions of children at risk of 
hunger, says Sarah Bates

TORY CUTS are forcing children 
to suffer six weeks of hunger, 
boredom and poverty during the 
summer holidays. 

Childcare is expensive and local 
authority services have been cut to 
the bone. For some parents that 
means school holidays are a time 
to dread.

An estimated three million chil-
dren are at risk of going hungry over 
the summer break, say charities.

Without free school meals many 
parents struggle to pay the extra 
weekly food cost for each child.

Foodbank charity The Trussell 
Trust said their figures from 2017 
show thousands of extra packages  
were distributed in July and August.

Foodbank usage is already up by 
13 percent on the previous year. 
Now a record number of families 
are set to use the charity’s three-day 
emergency supplies.

Samantha Stapley, Director of 
Operations at The Trussell Trust, 
said, “Foodbanks cannot, and must 
not, be a long term solution.

“There are changes we can make 
as a nation to help during the holi-
days. But if we are to protect each 
other from hunger whatever the 
time of year, we have to go further 
than that.

“Our benefits system can, 
and must, act as an anchor to  
protect people from being pulled 
into poverty.”

Payment
But people who claim Universal 
Credit (UC) can be forced to wait 
up to six weeks to receive their first 
payment. 

This has a devastating impact on 
families, with benefit delays being 
the most common reason for food 
bank referral. 

Some families are able to use 
localised lunchtime schemes run 
by charities or councils during the  
six-week break. 

And the  Department  for 
Education has set up a pilot scheme 
for local holiday clubs—but it’s lim-
ited—only 30,000 will be able to 
use it. 

More action is desperately 
needed. Almost a decade of aus-
terity means children’s centres and 
summer play schemes have been 
slashed or axed entirely.

Paying for childcare during the 
long summer holiday is also a huge 
drain on many families’ finances. 

And under UC rules parents can 
only receive help towards childcare 
costs in arrears. 

That means they have to pay the 
bills and apply to be reimbursed 
later. But many on low incomes are 
simply unable to make the initial 
payment.

Under the programme of cuts, 
508 children’s centres have closed 
since 2010.

More vital services face the axe 
as the Tories plan to cut a further  
£2.7 billion of local authority  
funding in the next year.

And despite a Department for 
Education vow that “we want every 
child to have the best start in life”, 
the Tories have halved funding for 
children’s centres. 

Families living in poverty and 
children going without food 
are direct results of the Tories’  
programme of cuts, privatisation 
and closures. 

On other pages...
Social care workers plan new 
strike in Birmingham >>Page 20

BACK STORY
Many parents are struggling to 
make ends meet this summer
lExtra costs associated with 
children being off school for six 
weeks are too much for some
lCharities say that three million 
children are at risk of going 
hungry over the summer break
lThe Tories’ programme of 
privatisation, cuts and closures is 
directly to blame
lIncreased poverty is driving up 
foodbank usage, while benefit 
rules make life even harder

CHILDREN ARE collecting for food banks in schools—while millions face hunger  

 Privatisation scam at the London Fire  
 Brigade let bosses cream off millions
by NICK CLARK

THREE TOP privatisation bosses 
ripped off millions of pounds of 
money in scams involving the 
London Fire Brigade (LFB), a 
report has revealed.

Directors of AssetCo, which 
leased fire engines to London and 
Lincoln brigades, hid millions of 
pounds from auditors. 

And some of the cash went 
straight into their own pockets.

Chief executive John Shannon 
was in charge of AssetCo when it 
nearly went bust and sold off all of 
London’s fire engines in 2011. 

Now a report by the Financial 
Reporting Council (FRC) has 
described how Shannon and two 
other directors lied about AssetCo’s 
problems.

Debts
It also reveals how he twice cooked 
the books to pay off more than  
£2 million in debts owed by him 
and his son.

With other directors Frank 
Flynn and Matt Boyle, Shannon 
told auditors that AssetCo was 
getting more money from London 
Fire Brigade than it actually was.

AssetCo charged LFB £2.6 million 
for new foam pumps and more 
than £300,000 a year for thermal 
imaging cameras. 

Yet financial reports for the year 
between March 2009 and March 
2010 claim it was receiving tens of 
thousands of pounds more. 

The three directors claimed to 
be charging LFB an extra £46,975 
a month for the pumps and just 
under £30,000 extra a month for 
the cameras.

On top of this they also fiddled 
the costs and payments of an 
emergency training programme for 
700 firefighters.

They claimed they were 
receiving £71,000 a month for 
ladders and hoses and guards that 
were already being paid for under 
a different contract.

And they claimed the cost of the 
training was £2 million when in 
fact it was more than £6 million.

On top of this directors 
discounted £900,000 in costs, 
which they claimed was a 
management fee to a firm named 
in the report as XYZ.

In fact there were no 
management fees from that firm. 
The money was actually used to 
pay off interest. 

The FRC report, published 
earlier this month, also revealed 
two acts of fraud against AssetCo 
by Shannon together costing more 
than £2 million.

In 2008 Shannon transferred 
£1.5 million from AssetCo to Jaras 
Property Development—a company 
which he was also director of. 

Personal
A day later the same amount 
was transferred from Jaras to 
Shannon’s personal account so that 
he could pay a debt.

And in 2010 Shannon took more 
than £600,000 to clear a debt for 
his son Joel. AssetCo had recently 
taken over another company, 
Graphic. 

Shannon claimed Graphic owed 
him £685,000. 

He took that from AssetCo and 
used it against a debt of the exact 
same sum owed by his son to a 
company he ran.

When his lies fell apart, the 
question of who would own and 
pay for the fire engines was up in 
the air. 

Yet they still haven’t been 
brought back in house. Instead 
they are owned by another private 
firm—Babcock.
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 Prisoners  
 join strikes  
 and protest  
 across US
A wave of action in prisons and 
detention centres is hitting back at 
dire conditions, says Alistair Farrow

INMATES IN prisons across the 
US are on strike to demand an 
end to overcrowding, terrible 
conditions and effectively forced 
labour.

The current round of strikes 
started after a riot in April at the 
Lee Correctional Facility in South 
Carolina left seven people dead. 

Guards were accused of standing 
by and allowing the riot to continue, 
leaving injured inmates untreated. 

The mother of one of the people 
killed in the riot spoke at a protest 
outside the facility last Saturday. 
“He was suffering from the moment 
he got in,” she said. 

“Something needs to be done. My 
son was murdered in this prison—
someone needs to step up. 

“The guards weren’t doing their 
jobs. Where the hell were they at 
when my son was killed?”

The Incarcerated Workers 
Organising Committee (IWOC) 
reported that strikes were taking 
place in institutions across eight 
states. The strikes began on  
21 August and are set to continue 
until 9 September.

The organisation also estimated 
solidarity protests took place in “at 
least 21 cities around the US and 
as far abroad as Leipzig, Germany”.

Details are sparse due to the dif-
ficulty inmates have communicating 
with the outside world. 

Tactics
The IWOC statement said, “The tac-
tics being used in this strike are not 
always visible. Prisoners are boy-
cotting prison shops, they are engag-
ing in hunger strikes which can take 
days for the state to acknowledge.”

At the North West Detention 
Centre (NWDC) in Tacoma in 
the state of Washington, some 
200 detained migrants joined the 
protests.

In a letter to NWDC the migrants 
said, “We are taking part in a 
hunger strike nationwide demand-
ing change and closure of these 
detention centres.

“We are acting with solidarity 
for all those people who are being 

detained wrongfully.”
The Jailhouse Lawyers organisa-

tion is one of the groups behind the 
strikes. 

One of its ten demands is that “all 
persons imprisoned under US juris-
diction must be paid the prevailing 
wage in their state or territory for 
their labour.”

In many institutions there is com-
pulsory labour—with people who 
refuse to work locked up in solitary 
confinement for 23 hours a day. 

And even in prisons where work 
is not compulsory, inmates are 
effectively forced to work to buy 
writing materials or to supplement 
the bad food the prisons provide. 

It’s big money for the privatised 
prison industry. Inmates are never 
paid more than about 80p an hour 
and often as little as 30p. 

Meanwhile companies get bil-
lions from the federal government 
to run prisons. 

These companies include GEO—
which made a donation of £130,000 
to a Donald Trump political com-
mittee and almost £200,000 to his 
inauguration ceremony. Now its 
share price has quadrupled.

In a recent interview a repre-
sentative of Jailhouse Lawyers said, 
“The entire system itself—the judi-
cial system, the injustice system—it 
is a big ball of corruption.”
Read the prison strikers’ demands at 
bit.ly/prison-strike

PRISONS IN the US are overcrowded 

Court cases reveal the grubby world 
of corruption that Trump inhabits
DONALD TRUMP surrounded 
himself with crooks and thieves 
during his 2016 presidential 
election campaign. Two court 
cases in the US prove it. 

They give glimpses into the 
rottenness of the world Trump 
inhabits and his presidency.

The bigot president’s lawyer and 
fixer Michael Cohen has admitted 
to eight charges, including making 
illegal campaign donations.

In a separate trial, Trump’s 
campaign manager Paul Manafort 
has been found guilty on eight 
counts. They include bank fraud, 
tax fraud and failure to declare 
foreign bank accounts. 

While there is little to link this 
directly to Trump, it’s another 
example of the kind of people he 
has gathered around him.

Cohen has admitted to paying 
off women who Trump had sex 
with in order to prevent their 
stories becoming public. 

Admitting the charge, he 
also claimed he did this “in 
coordination and at the direction 
of a candidate for federal office”.

“I participated in this conduct 
with the purpose of influencing the 
election,” he said. “The candidate” 
is clearly Trump. 

Cohen’s strategy is to lessen the 
impact on him by offering some of 
the US ruling class what it wants—
Trump’s head on a plate.

Now Trump is in the firing line. 
But his new lawyer Rudy Giuliani 
said, “There is no allegation of any 
wrongdoing against the president 
in the government’s charges 
against Mr Cohen.”

Trump has distanced himself 
from both Cohen and Manafort. He 
said Cohen was making up “stories 
in order to get a ‘deal’ from federal 
prosecutors”. 

And on Wednesday of last week 
Trump reportedly threatened to 
fire federal investigation chief 
Robert Muller after the news of the 

trial results became known. That 
prompted moves from Democratic 
Party politicians to protect Muller 
and the evidence he has collected.

But the solution doesn’t lie with 
the Democrats. 

They are not mounting a serious 
challenge to Trump. They are 
instead hoping these trials or the 
potential links to Russia will either 
force Trump to stand down, or 
form the basis of impeachment 
proceedings.

It is unlikely either will happen 
soon, if at all—and certainly not 
before the midterm elections in 
November. 

Demands for impeachment will 
likely form a central plank of the 
Democrats’ campaign.

The rest of the ruling class 
are not really concerned about 
Trump’s personal behaviour, but 
about his disruptive influence 
on the system. That includes his 
seeming unwillingness to confront 
Russia Syria.

For all the Democratic Party 
establishment’s protestations, they 
share the responsibility for the sick 
society that created Trump. 

Getting rid of him through legal 
manoeuvreing won’t change that 
society.

FIGURE IT OUT
 2.3  million people are 

locked up in the US, 
according to Prison 
Policy Initiative. 
The US has a higher 
incarceration rate than 
any other country in 
the world.

 1.3  million are in state 
prisons—with another 
615,000 in local jails, 
and 225,000 in federal 
prisons and jails

Donald Trump
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Keep the right 
to free speech
LABOUR MUST retain 
the right to free speech 
on Israel—and any 
other state—and also to 
peaceful protest. 

David Seddon
On Twitter

nVERY GLAD to see 
this (Hundreds-strong 
meeting in London says 
defend Corbyn against 
antisemitism slurs, 
Socialist Worker online).

Israel does not 
represent all Jews and 
Palestinians are not 
racist for objecting to 
their oppression.

Breiddalurblom
On Twitter

We Say nope 
to the Pope
GOOD ON the people in 
Ireland who are getting 
free tickets to see the 
Pope but refusing to go.

The Say Nope to 
the Pope campaign is 
highlighting the barbaric 
treatment that many 
have suffered at the 
hands of the Catholic 
Church.

Denise Gallagher
Liverpool

Good article 
on massacre
THANKS FOR your 
article on the Black 
September massacre 
(Socialist Worker,  
22 August).

I learned a lot from it.
Faye Burton

Ipswich

Fear bankers, 
not Muslims
WITH reference to 
classically trained 
Etonian toffs’ comments 
about my Muslim sisters.

Has anyone noticed 
how businessmen 
and bankers look like 
wannabe parasitical 
financial terrorists, 
pension scammers, 
rogues and robbers?

Dave Ramsden
Bradford

nFOR YEARS in Northern 
Ireland, emblems—
many religious—in the 
workplace were a symbol 
of division.

They were outlawed 
and helped the peace 
process.

Daniel Costello
On Facebook

nA MUSLIM woman 
can wear what a Muslim 
woman wants. End of 
story.

Stephen Williams
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...

The collapsed bridge in Genoa 

 Selloff lies behind Italy bridge collapse
THE DAY after the Genoa 
bridge collapse, the 
holding company Atlan-
tia’s shares fell on the 
stock market. 

This is the company 
that manages many 
kilometres of Italian 
highways. 

Atlantia is a highly 
profitable part of the 
Benetton family assets 
thanks to its 100 percent 
control of Autostrade SPA. 

The fact that Atlantia 
managed to drag the 
entire Milan stock market 
down is not surprising. 

It is one of the main 
Italian companies, with a 

turnover of £5.4 billion in 
2017. 

Benetton made easy 
profits due to getting its 
hands on Italian 
infrastructure. 

Discounts allowed it, at 
a low price, to receive 

huge profits thanks to 
motorway tariffs.

The government’s 
threat to revoke 
concessions held by 
Autostrade scares the 
whole highway sector. 

At the end of the 1990s 
there were many 
controversies around the 
privatisation. 

The decision to entrust 
a private company with 
the management of 
Italian motorways was 
highly criticised. 

And now we are crying 
over those deaths.

Olivia Alessi
East London

 Stand with  
 refugees in  
 Calais 
I’VE BEEN to volunteer at 
the camps in Calais over 
the past three years and 
was there last week for a 
few days. 

We also spent some time 
with refugees living in 
Dunkirk. Around 400 
people, of whom about 80 
are children including 
babies, are living rough by 
the motorway. 

We distributed some 
snacks and basics such as 
toothbrushes and 
deodorant, after which we 
turned on the tea run and 
served hot tea and coffee. 

We had some activities 
for the children and 
brought some small Eid 
gifts too. 

It’s always humbling to 
meet people who have 
travelled so far and only 
want to continue to Britain 
to seek safety with family 
members. 

We still need to pressure 
our government to take in 
the children they promised. 

And to provide the 
means for people with close 
family ties to apply for 
asylum here while in 
France so they don’t have 
to take risks on lorries in 
order to exercise that right.

Stand up to Racism has 
worked with Care4Calais to 
take volunteers over to 
Calais. 

The refugee crisis on our 
doorstep continues to be an 
issue that needs urgent 
attention. 

We must keep being 
champions for refugee 
rights and use all 
campaigning avenues to 
bring their plight to the 
attention of the decision 
makers

Sara Tomlinson
South London

 It’s our right to decide  
 what we want to wear 
I AM sick and tired of rich 
white men telling women 
what they should or 
shouldn’t be wearing.

 How someone wants to 
express their religion 
openly is their concern and 
theirs alone. But what 
makes me sadder is that 
rather than challenge this 
racism, some folks on the 
left have pandered to it.

Boris Johnson said 
women who wear the burqa 
look like bank robbers.

As journalist Christa 
Ackroyd said, “I suspect the 
garb of choice for every 

well-dressed “bank robber” 
remains a balaclava, crash 
helmet or hoodie so let’s 
ban those as well shall we?”

Tell Mama, which 
records hate crimes, said 
there was a “direct link” 
between the Johnson’s 
comments and an increase 
in incidents targeting 
women who wear the 
niqab. 

We have to fight for 
women to be able to 
say—our bodies, our lives, 
our right to decide.

Sally Kincaid
Leeds

Why there’s a problem with 
Jamie Oliver’s jerk rice dish
IT APPEARS that Jamie Oliver has 
stirred up controversy over his jerk 
rice recipe. Good on him. 

All cuisines are a mirepoix of 
cultural influences and a mash-up 
of techniques.

Cajun food is famously derived 
from African and Native American 
ingredients cooked up by French 
refugees.

Lebanese cuisine (the best in the 
world, obviously) is a mix of 
everyone who ever invaded as well 
as those who found refuge there.

Is it cultural appropriation to 
add jerk seasoning to rice? No. 

It is cultural appropriation when 
the Israelis claim that hummus is 
“Israeli”. Hummus is eaten by poor 
people across the Levant 

irrespective of their religion.
On a recent trip to France I 

came across “moules aux curry” 
(mon dieu!), pork tagine and a 
seafood tabbouleh without parsley 
or mint—a fail, by the way.

My big issue with Jamie Oliver’s 
punchy jerk rice recipe isn’t that 
you can only jerk chicken or fish. 

It’s that you actually need to use 
jerk spicing.

Simon Assaf
East London

nMY MP Dawn Butler criticised 
Jamie Oliver for “appropriation” 
of the jerk Jamaican barbeque 
marinade. 

The working class in Britain is 
international and this is reflected 

in our love of international cuisine. 
The issue with Oliver is not a 

rejection of us all experimenting 
with different flavours. 

The problem is his lack of 
respect for Caribbean cuisine 
compared to his reverence for 
Italian cookery.

Oliver was never the working 
class cheeky chappy he is 
presented as, and has become one 
of the richest chefs in the world. 

In the wake of the Windrush 
scandal, it is understandable that 
people of Jamaican heritage feel 
that respect is in short supply. 

Why didn’t he just cook rice and 
peas?

Lucy Cox
West London

JAMIE “JERK” Oliver 



 IT’S NOT ANTISEMITIC 
 TO SPEAK OUT FOR

  PALESTINE

Jeremy Corbyn and the Labour Party are under pressure over the definition of 
antisemitism. The right wants Labour to agree that it’s antisemitic to say “the 
existence of a state of Israel is a racist endeavour”. Labour’s executive may adopt 
this International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition and the examples 
it gives of antisemitism. But, as these activists explain, it would undermine the 
right to criticise Israel—and be a defeat for supporters of Palestine.

Richard Kuper
Jewish Voice 
for Labour

THE DEFINITION creates the 
presumption that criticism of Israel, 
unless proved otherwise, is likely to 
be antisemitic.

It’s subtle in some ways. It has 
phrases like “criticisms of Israel 
similar to that levelled against any 
other country cannot be regarded as 
antisemitic”.

Or “applying double standards 
by requiring of Israel behaviour not 
expected or demanded of any other 
democratic nation”.

All this begs many questions—
specifically why you can only 
criticise an injustice if you criticise 
all other injustices at the same time.

Furthermore the document 
ignores that fact that Israel isn’t 
in every respect like every other 
country. What other country refuses 
to define its borders? Or rules illegal 
a proposal to make Israel a state of 
all its citizens? 

It has been in belligerent 
occupation of another people for 50 
years and counting. Not many states 
fit this kind of situation.

What do we do? We fight tooth 
and nail against the incorporation of 
the IHRA definition.

If we lose, the war is not over. 
The war in local authorities and 
universities is independent of 
what the NEC [National Executive 
Committee] decides. The IHRA 
definition is here and we have to 
fight its implementation. 

We have to fight the way in 
which it is used to deny freedom 
of speech—to chill discussion. To 
make people wary of raising issues 
because of fear they will be accused 
of antisemitism.

Criticism of Israel is not 
antisemitic unless motivated by 
anti-Jewish prejudice. The IHRA 
definition has to be resisted.

Huda Elmi
Labour activist and 

Labour NEC candidate
THE PROBLEM with this debate 
is that Palestinians have been 
completely erased from it—
deliberately so. 

One of the things we have to 
be proudest about in the Labour 
movement is that we’ve stood 
consistently shoulder to shoulder 
with the Palestinians.

We can see having a 
pro‑Palestinian leader in Jeremy 
Corbyn as a direct disavowal of 
British imperialism. The ruling 
class are obviously going to kick 
back at that.

We have to take charge of this 
discussion and bring it back to 
what is important. We have to 
champion the survival of our 
labour movement which has 
internationalism as core to its 
beliefs.

What they’re trying to subvert 
is our ability to be loud and 
unapologetic about being 
anti‑colonial. 

This is about criminalising 
Palestinian activism. We can’t 
accept this document. We have 
to do all we can to shape a 
consensus that the Palestinian 
struggle is key to a Jeremy Corbyn 
government and our labour 
movement.

Bernard Regan
Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign executive

ANTISEMITISM HAS no place in the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign or the 
Palestine solidarity movement.

The people who most delegitimise 
Israel are the Israeli politicians 
who are responsible for massacring 
Palestinians.

What delegitimises Israel is the 
truth and they can’t confront it. So 
they want to gag everybody who 
speaks the truth.

We need to build an international 
solidarity movement. We need to 
support initiatives that carry that 
forward.

We’re going to carry on fighting 
antisemitism, opposing it with all 
our strength and all our hearts.

But also we’re going to go on 
building a mass solidarity movement 
supporting the Palestinians’ right for 
justice.

Lindsey German
Stop the War 

Coalition
THERE IS a major operation going 
on to try to link antisemitism to 
opposing what Israel is doing.

I am not going to stop 
criticising Israel. I am not going 
to stop showing solidarity with 
Palestinians.

We have to be able to say we 
oppose antisemitism but we are 
not going to stop our criticisms of 
Israel. The world will be watching 
this.

If the IHRA definition with all 
its examples is agreed by Labour’s 
NEC this will be seen by the 
Palestinians as a defeat for their 
cause. It will make it harder for 
them and harder for people who 

WHAT IS ZIONISM?
ZIONISM IS the belief that Jewish 
people have the right to establish 
an exclusively Jewish state. It 
sees antisemitism as inevitable 
and a separate state as the only 
solution.

Israel was founded in 1948 on 
the violent expulsion of nearly 
one million Palestinians from 
their homes. It has terrorised and 
oppressed the Palestinians ever 
since.

All Jews have a “right of 
return” to Israel. But Palestinians 
have no right of return. Israel 
is a racist state and it’s right to 
oppose it. 

Read more
lThe Nakba shows why it’s right 
to oppose Israel 
bit.ly/Nakba1948
lWhy Israel is a racist state 
bit.ly/raciststate
lIlan Pappe on Israel, Palestine 
and antisemitism 
bit.ly/SW_Pappe

want to show solidarity with them 
in this country.

What is going on in Labour 
is nothing short of a politically 
motivated witch hunt. There’s 
only one way to deal with a witch 
hunt—stand up to it.

You have to say, this isn’t about 
the issue they say it’s about. It’s 
about stopping opposition on 
this question and more broadly 
stopping the development of a 
mass movement which can lead to 
a Corbyn government.

Rob Ferguson
Free speech on Israel

MY FATHER went to Palestine in 
the 1930s. He saw himself as a 
socialist Zionist. He joined the 
Haganah—the Zionist militia. But 
he was forced to choose between 
his socialist principles and his 
Zionism.

He witnessed the systematic 
exclusion through violence 
of Palestinian Arabs from the 
economy and from their land. 
Despite the intentions of those 
like my father seeking sanctuary, 
this is legitimately described as a 
racist endeavour.

You may disagree with that 
position. But to label it as 
antisemitism is to degrade that 
term and empty it of meaning.

If the IHRA definition is 
adopted with whatever caveats, 
we will see a vicious racking up of 
the witch hunt.

It has been a fundamental 
misjudgment over more than two 
years to retreat and concede and 
fail to call out those prosecuting 
this attack.

We have many different views. 
I am a member of the Socialist 
Workers Party. 

But our strength lies in 
our ability to unite to defend 
solidarity with Palestine. 

Our foes may think that if they 
get this definition through on the 
Labour NEC that it is the end of 
the matter. It is not. 

It is one thing to bring the 
pressure of the establishment 
on those upper reaches of 
the representative structures. 
It is another to take on the 
mass movement which will 

fight on each campus, in every 
constituency Labour Party, in 
our trade union movement and 

across the Palestine solidarity 
movement.

Together we have an 
untapped potential that 

can throw this back.

Salma 
Karmi-Ayyoub

British Palestinian 
human rights lawyer

THE BATTLE over the IHRA 
definition is focused on one 
sentence. It says it would be 
antisemitic to deny the Jewish 
right to self‑determination “by 
claiming a state of Israel is a racist 
endeavour.” 

It’s odd that a question over 
what is antisemitic boils down 
whether a people have a right to 
self‑determination through the 
creation of a state.

But that example gives an 
insight into what is motivating this 
campaign. It’s conflating a couple 
of things. It’s saying the right to 
Jewish self‑determination means 
the formation of “an Israel”.

In practice that means the 
Israel that exists now—a Jewish 
state in Palestine.

So if you say, ‘I don’t think there 
should be an Israel in Palestine’. 
Or you say, ‘I don’t think that 
Israel should be the state it is’ 
you are, according to the IHRA 
document, an antisemite.

The purpose is to create 
a situation where Israel’s 
existence in its current from is 
unchallengeable.

What will be the impact if Israel 
succeeds in equating anti‑Zionism 
with antisemitism?

It will seriously hinder what 
we’re allowed to oppose. If you’re 
not allowed to question Israel’s 
legitimacy, then you can’t oppose 
the policies that flow from this.

If you say, as a Palestinian 
I want the right to citizenship 

in Israel, you are told that you 
are challenging something 
fundamental about Israel and 
you’re an antisemite.

We need to say we are an 
indigenous people struggling 
against settler‑colonialism 
and that the Israeli state was 
established as a racist regime. 

Tariq Ali
Veteran anti-war 

activist
The campaign against Jeremy 
Corbyn was launched by the 
political establishment—backed by 
a large chunk of the parliamentary 
Labour Party. 

They are frightened that this is 
a political leader pushed by extra-
parliamentary pressure. Most 
importantly he is the only leader 
the Labour Party has had who 
has been a consistent opponent of 
imperialism.

And on Palestine, Jeremy has 
been rock solid.

Jeremy was at his best when he 
took on the establishment. During 
the last general election when there 
were terror attacks, he said this is 
not unrelated to our foreign policy. 

Some 70 percent of the public 
agreed. Sometimes politicians have 
to follow their instincts.

Jeremy—don’t give up. Don’t let 
the spin doctors muzzle you. What 
you do best is tell the truth. And 
when the truth is told the people 
who back you are not going to step 
back—they want you in power.

These are edited speeches given at a 
meeting Corbyn, antisemitism and justice 
for Palestine in central London last week. 
A video of all the speeches in full is 
online at bit.ly/corbyn-palestine-left

A Palestinian argues 
with Israeli border 

police during a 
protest against 

Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank 

village of Nabi Saleh
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ISRAEL’S SUPPORTERS demonstrate in central London last month (top) as Palestinians in Gaza faced the onslaught from the Israeli military (above)



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
What are the roots of racism 
and how do we fight it?
Thu 6 Sep, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St, S70 1AP
BRADFORD
Freedom of speech and 
no platform—what 
do socialists say?
Thu 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
The fight for LGBT+ 
liberation
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
BRISTOL
Socialism, anti-racism 
and resistance today
Wed 29 Aug, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BIRMINGHAM
Socialism, anti-racism 
and resistance today
Wed 5 Sep 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
CAMBRIDGE
How can we stop Trump?
Thu 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane, CB5 8HP
CARDIFF
Boris Johnson, the Tories 
and Islamophobia
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Marxism and religion
Thu 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
DERBY
Trump—trade wars 
and real wars
Thu 6 Sep, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd ,
DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Aretha Franklin and the 
Civil Rights Movement
Tue 4 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Railway Hotel,
West St,
DN1 3AA
DUNDEE
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
Fascism and the rise 
of the far right—how 
do we fight them?
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL
EXETER
Where next for  the 
resistance to the far right?
Thu 6 Sep, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH
GLASGOW
Trump—trade wars 
and real wars
Thu 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,Merchant City,
G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
Why Israel is a racist state
Wed 5 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Knife crime—violence, 
austerity and the state
Thu 6 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Tories in crisis—how 
can the left gain?
Wed 12 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,L1 3BT

LONDON: HACKNEY
From Grenfell to the 
Genoa bridge collapse—
how austerity kills
Thu 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Floods, fires and 
heatwaves—is it too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 5 Sep, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Why Israel is a racist state—
an eyewitness account
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, SE8 4RH

LONDON: NEWHAM
Does capitalism face 
another recession?
Wed 5 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Sexism and the system—
#MeToo and women 
fighting back
Wed 5 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,
Brixton, SW2 1EP
LONDON: WALTHAMSTOW 
Gun and knife crime—
why are young people 
killing each other?
Wed 5 Sep, 7pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST
Immigration—the myths 
spread to divide us
Thu 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Israel—the racist state
Wed 5 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
The fight against 
racism—music, politics 
and civil rights
Thu 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
NORWICH
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Thu 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
ROTHERHAM
Can the Tories be 
beaten before 2022?
Wed 5 Sep, 7pm, 
Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre,
Moorgate St,
S60 2EY
SCARBOROUGH
Unravelling capitalism—
Marx’s laws of motion 
in 30 minutes
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Thu 6 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

ST ALBANS
Aretha Franklin and the 
Civil Rights Movement
Thu 12 Sep, 7pm
 Trinity Church Hall (upstairs)
1 Beaconsfield Rd (near 
St Albans City station)
AL1 3RD
SOUTHAMPTON
The Spithead Mutiny
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
What would a socialist 
society look like?
Thu 6 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Is a democratically-run 
economy possible?
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Aretha Franklin and the 
Civil Rights Movement
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
The Brexit crisis—how do 
we get rid of the Tories?
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET
Fight the alt right
Sun 9 Sep, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, 
Colliton Park, 
DT1 1XJ
Organised by Dorset Socialists
NATIONAL
Confronting racism and 
fascism—international 
conference
Sat 20 Oct, 
10am-5.30pm 
Friends House,  
Euston Road,
NW1 2NBJ
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism
Go to bit.ly/RacismConference
Protest against the Tory 
party conference 
Sat 29 Sep,
11am
Victoria Square, Birmingham  
Called by Midlands TUC and 
the People’s Assembly to 
demand no more austerity, a 
£10 an hour minimum wage, 
proper NHS funding and repeal 
of the Trade Union Act 
bit.ly/ToryConf18

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

ABERDEEN
Wed 5 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS

OXFORD
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 5 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

Why does capitalism 
love plastic?

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 
news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to 
your phone
Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 
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Idles’ new album is a lightning bolt against reaction
MUSIC
JOY AS AN ACT OF  
RESISTANCE
by Idles 
Go to idlesband.com

IF SOMEONE forced you at 
gun point to describe Idles’ 
latest album in two words, 
you could do a lot worse 
than “angry” and “loud”. 

The Bristol-based band 
have created a fierce, 
driving sound in both 
this latest offering, and 
their 2017 debut album 
Brutalism.

Joy as an Act of 
Resistance is full of 

rage at the Tories, toxic 
masculinity, fascism, 
nationalism and a 
thousand other injustices. 

It is explicitly left wing, 
and thankfully doesn’t 
venture down the cultural 
low point of comparing 
everything to Brexit.

Standout lyrics 
include, “I am Dennis 
Skinner’s Molotov” and 
“this snowflake is an 
avalanche” on I’m Scum. 

And “My blood brother 
is an immigrant” on the 
anti-racist track Danny 
Nedelko. There are plenty 
of moments like this 
through the album. The 

music is not just about 
sticking two fingers to the 
reactionaries.

Some tracks reveal a 
deep vulnerability. Lead 
singer Joe Talbot said, 
“This album is an attempt 
to be vulnerable to our 
audience, to encourage 
vulnerability—a mere 
brave naked smile in this 
shitty new world.”

During the making 
of Joy as an Act of 
Resistance Talbot’s 
daughter died, an 
experience that forms the 
basis of June.

In the song he 
references Ernest 

Hemmingway’s line “baby 
shoes for sale—never 
worn.”

The band’s music has 
been raw since their 
first EP in 2014. If any 
change has taken place 
in their new album it is 
added complexity. At the 
heart of the album is a 
sometimes-painful honesty.

“It is that bravery to 
freely express yourself that 
so terrifies the tyrants,” 
said Talbot. “When we 
share each other’s pain 
we become stronger as 
communities and less 
reliant on our state.”
Alistair Farrow

 BlacKkKlansman---a strong  
 call to arms for anti-racists
There are some problems with Spike Lee’s new film, not least how it portrays 
the cops, but it redeems itself with its key message, says Antony Hamilton
BLACKKKLANSMAN IS the new 
Spike Lee film hitting cinemas 
this week and it couldn’t come 
at a better time. It is a powerful  
anti-racist roar to action against the 
rise of the far right. 

The film is hilarious from start to 
finish. 

But it also cuts to the heart of racism 
in the early 1970s while drawing  
parallels with Donald Trump’s 
administration. 

The basis of the film is the true 
story of Ron Stallworth, Colorado 
Spring’s first black police officer.

He goes undercover alongside Flip 
Zimmerman, a Jewish officer, to foil 
the plans of the local Ku Klux Klan 
(KKK).

The film starts with a KKK promo 
video before moving to Ron’s first 
assignment, where he goes under-
cover at a Black Power rally. He’s 
there to monitor Kwame Ture, also 
known as Stokely Carmichael. 

This dramatic start sets the tone 
for the rest of the film. 

We’re shown the malice of the far 
right juxtaposed with the revolutionary  
rhetoric and solidarity of Black 
Power. 

Undermined
Unfortunately, the revolutionary 
voice is regularly shown to be just talk.  
The film overall is very welcome, but 
there are many problems.

Patrice Dumas is a black student 
union president and love interest to 
Ron. 

She regularly challenges the role of 
the police, and especially Ron’s role 
as a black man in the department.

However, her arguments are often 
undermined and made to seem naive 
or reflective of a lack of understanding 

beyond her own politics.
The police in the film are criticised 

at times, but overall they come off 
quite well. 

Only one police officer is shown to 
be racist while Ron is supported by 
the rest of the department and the 
FBI. 

It is a shame that Lee would try 

to gloss over institutional racism and 
make it seem like there are simply a 
few bad apples. 

Boots Riley, musician and director 
of Sorry To Bother You, has rightly 
criticised Lee over this.

KKK supporters are vilified bril-
liantly and their fascist beliefs are 
exposed as they should be. 

But Lee falls into the pitfall of 
making it seem like they are all 
stupid, even grand wizard David 
Duke. 

While this adds to the comedy, it 
also adds to an idea that we don’t 
need to take them seriously. 

Underestimating the fascists is 
very dangerous.

Ron’s position in the film is consist-
ently that of the intelligent moderate. 

He stays calm and is able to control 
every situation while arguing to work 
within the system to make change. 

False
Left wingers and right wingers are 
on either side of him. But this feeds 
a false idea that the left is as bad as 
the right.

Whatever misgivings there were 
during the film, the ending redeemed 
it. 

It has an incredibly powerful trib-
ute to murdered anti-fascist Heather 
Heyer. 

And footage from fascist and  
anti-fascist demonstrations compares 
the rise of the far right today with 
the KKK back then. It shows Trump 
defending Nazis and is sympathetic 
to anti-racists. 

In the packed cinema you could 
hear a pin drop and I left with an 
overwhelming feeling of anger and a 
need to do something.

BlacKkKlansman really is a call to 
arms for everyone to make a stand 
against the rise of the far right. 

Every Stand Up To Racism group 
should make an effort to attend 
showings and recruit because people 
will leave angry and wanting to take 
action.
BlacKkKlansman directed by Spike Lee 
is on general release

JOHN DAVID Washington (right) as Ron Stallworth in BlacKkKlansman

Three of Idles’ five members

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Ahed Tamimi—A Girl 
who Fought Back

2  The Blood Never Dried
John Newsinger

3  The Communist  
Manifesto
Karl Marx and  
Frederick Engels

4 Politics of the Mind
Ian Ferguson

5 Why I’m No Longer 
Talking to White People 
About Race 
Reni Eddo-Lodge

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

EXHIBITION
WINDRUSH: SONGS IN A 
STRANGE LAND
British Library, London 
Until 21 October   
Free  

SEVENTY YEARS since 
the ship Empire Windrush 
carried migrants to 
London, come and hear 
the voices behind the 
headlines. 

This exhibition asks why 
people came, what they 
leave behind and how they 
shaped Britain.

Poets, novelists 
and other writers are 
featured. Visitors can read 
manuscripts of Andrea 
Levy’s novel Small Island 
and Benjamin Zephaniah’s 

poem What Stephen 
Lawrence Has Taught Us.

The personal reflections 
of some of the first 
Caribbean nurses to 
join the NHS can also be 
listened to.

EXHIBITION
SPELLBOUND
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 
Until 6 January 2019 
From £6

THIS EXHIBITION explores 
the history of magic over 
eight centuries. 

It asks the viewer to 
examine its beliefs and 
rituals.

On the Empire Windrush
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READ MORE
lWhere is Venezuela 
going? 
Article in the International 
Socialism journal by  
Andy Brown 
bit.ly/where-venezuela
lThe reckoning: the 
future of the Venezuelan 
Revolution 
ISJ article by  
Andy Brown  
bit.ly/2Ncv90p

lThe Last Day of 
Oppression, and the First 
Day of the Same 
by Jeffery R. Webber  
£16.99 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

T
HE RIGHT in 
Br i ta in  and 
internat ion-
ally have held 
up the eco-
n o m i c  a n d 

social crisis in Venezuela 
as evidence that any kind 
of economic alternative to 
capitalism is impossible.

The scale of the chaos 
is undeniable. The econ‑
omy is in  freefall, gripped 
by hyper‑inflation. The 
International Monetary Fund 
predicts that inflation will hit 
1,000,000 percent this year. 

T h i s  f o l l o w s  p r o ‑
tracted economic problems 
 following the sharp drop 
in oil prices in 2014. That’s 
on top of the effects of the 
global 2008 financial crisis. 

And ordinary people 
are paying the price, with 
basic foods and medicines 
 staggeringly expensive or 
completely unavailable.

D e s p i t e  t h e  c r i s i s 
 surrounding the government, 
nobody should underestimate 
the vicious nature of the right 
wing vultures that are circling 
them. 

They want to turn the clock 
back to the era before 1999 
when Hugo Chavez became 
president. They bitterly resent 
any challenge to their power 
and their wealth.

They have spent nearly two 
decades trying to undermine 
left governments and to create 
the conditions for a coup. 

International economic sanc‑
tions target Venezuela because 
it does not follow the line of the 
United States.

Venezuela is not allowed 
to interact with the US finan‑
cial system, meaning it can’t 
restructure its £45 billion 
national debt.

And US president Donald 
Trump has raised the pros‑
pect of banning imports of 
Venezuelan oil.

The right hypocritically point 
to the violence used by Nicolas 
Maduro’s regime as evidence of 
the totalitarian way all left gov‑
ernments deal with dissent. 

This wholly ignores the 
 savagery of the right. 

There will be a lethal wave 
of violence if the right is 
allowed to seize control of the 
 government once more. 

Challenge
Despite the claims of the right, 
the Venezuelan crisis is not a 
demonstration of the failings 
of socialism. 

It shows what happens when 
there is a challenge to the rich, 
but they are allowed to stay 
in control of key areas of the 
 economy and society. 

The politics of Chavez, and 
then Maduro since 2013, is cen‑
tred on the idea that socialism 
can be delivered from above 
through controlling the state. 

Throughout the period from 
1999 to today there has been 
a tension in the Venezuelan 
process. 

There have been the official 
policies from the top, sometimes 
in the interests of workers and 

the poor, sometimes defending 
the bosses.

And then there have been the 
most positive movements when 
the masses themselves entered 
the stage and sought to take 
charge. 

In 2002 sections of the 
army, urged on by the ruling 
class, took over the presidential 
palace and arrested Chavez. 

He was saved only because 
hundreds of thousands of ordi‑
nary people took to the streets, 
breaking the confidence of the 

plotters and forcing them to 
abandon their coup. 

Later in 2002 Venezuela’s 
bosses tried again to remove 
Chavez by shutting down large 
parts of the economy. 

Again workers were decisive 
as they restarted oil production, 
and kept transport and food dis‑
tribution going. 

Two years later Chavez’s rich 
enemies tried to remove him 
through a “recall referendum”. 
Again the masses organised to 
defeat the right.

During this period the 
government sought to make 
far‑reaching changes in the 
interests of the majority.

But far from building on the 
glimpses of how workers could 
organise, Chavez and Maduro 
sought to maintain control from 
the top. 

While oil prices were high 
it was possible to implement 
reforms without challenging 
the capitalist elite.

Between 1999 and 2011, 
the private sector’s share of 
economic activity actually 
increased from 65 percent to 
71 percent. 

Once the oil price fell, reform 
without confrontation was no 
longer tenable.

Without an assault on the 
right and their system, chaos 
was inevitable.

Oil makes up 95 percent of 
the country’s total exports, so 
Venezuela is particularly vul‑
nerable to fluctuations in the 
price of the commodity. 

The failure of both Chavez 
and Maduro to diversify the 
economy is being felt now. 
But this is not the root cause 
of Venezuela’s crisis.

I
N A May 2018 interview 
Labour shadow chan-
cellor John McDonnell 
argued that Maduro’s 
government took a 
wrong turn after the 

death of Chavez in 2013. 
McDonnell also attended 

the World Economic Forum 
in Switzerland early in 2018 
where he again spoke about the  
Maduro government. 

McDonnell argued that the 
state should have set up a sov‑
ereign wealth fund to divert oil 
money to different sectors of 
the economy.

But he is wrong if he thinks 
that Maduro’s failure was 
because of one or two decisions 
rather than the whole govern‑
ment strategy.

S o c i a l i s m  c a n n o t  b e 
 delivered from the top, it must 
come from below. 

But the government increas‑
ingly made an enemy of the 
poorest people.

A striking example of how 
the government set itself 
against workers can be found in 
the link between workers and 
Maduro’s ruling PSUV party.

Hollowing
The PSUV has been refusing 
to renew collective bargain‑
ing agreements between work‑
ers and bosses for years, leav‑
ing changes to conditions and 
pay to be done by law. This 
has led to the hollowing out of 
trade union structures in many 
industries.

Maduro hopes this will lead 
workers to look to the state to 
protect their rights.

That strategy is rapidly 
coming undone. In response to 
the economic crisis Maduro has 
launched an attack on workers 
to get them to pay for it.  

Under the cover of a mini‑
mum wage rise, Maduro is 
launching a series of eco‑
nomic attacks on ordinary 

VENEZUELA, 
CRISIS AND 
SOCIALISM
As a crisis grips Venezuela, right wingers are gloating 
because they say it shows socialism doesn’t work. But as 
Alistair Farrow argues, it isn’t socialism that has failed—
but the idea that socialism can be delivered from above

Venezuelans to placate the rich. 
He claimed his changes 

would “dismantle neoliberal 
capitalism’s perverse war and 
instead install a virtuous, bal‑
anced, sustainable, healthy and 
productive economic system”.

The attacks will do nothing 
of the kind.

The oil subsidies that mil‑
lions of ordinary Venezuelans 
rely on have been scrapped, 
further devaluing the new min‑
imum wage. 

Attempts at similar measures 
have previously been met with 
rioting in the capital Caracas.

I
NCLUDED IN Maduro’s 
plan is a rise in the VAT 
rate from 12 to 16 percent. 

VAT is a flat rate tax, 
which poor and rich alike 
pay—any rises will hit the 

poorest the hardest.
On top of this, Maduro has 

tied the value of the new sov‑
ereign bolivar to the petro, a 
fictional currency linked to the 
price of oil.

The new minimum wage is 
equivalent to £23 a month. It 
had previously been less than 
£1 a month. 

It is still estimated to be 
just half the amount required 
to meet basic needs such as 
 groceries and bills.

The government even had 
to mediate this lukewarm 
 proposal—it said it would 
pay workers’ wages for bosses 
for the first 90 days after the 
change.

Even this was still not enough 
for the bosses. They have 
already begun to complain the 
wage hike will bankrupt them 
and they will have to shut down 
their businesses.

Earlier this month Maduro 
introduced a new currency. It 
is likely to just be a temporary 
relief to the “ economic war” 
he describes being waged by 
“imperialist forces”.

Seeing its opportunity, the 
Venezuelan right called a 
 general strike. 

Many shops and workplaces 
were shut down, although to 
what extent because of the 
strike or the general chaos 
caused by the currency switch 
is hard to determine.

The right wing, along with 
the US foreign policy establish‑
ment, is rubbing its hands with 
glee. 

They see the crisis as an 
opportunity to break a key link 
in the chain of left wing govern‑
ments elected in Latin America 
in the late 1990s and early 
2000s. 

Many of these have been 
crushed under the weight of 
economic sanctions that ush‑
ered in new right wing govern‑
ments or changed the policies 
of existing ones.

The lesson of Venezuela is 
that left wing governments 
are placed under incredible 
pressure to back down by the 
capitalist class. A socialist gov‑
ernment would be under even 
greater pressure. 

The conclusion must be to 
push back against that pres‑
sure from below and to look to 
the strength of the international 
working class to deliver solidar‑
ity across borders.

SOLDIERS on the 
streets during 
the 2002 coup 
attempt against 
Chavez (top). 
Chavez supporters 
surround the 
presidential palace 
demanding his 
release after his 
arrest (above)

Chavez and 
Maduro sought 
to maintain 
control from 
the top

‘‘ 
Nicolas Maduro 

A WOMAN on a recent anti-government protest holds a giant banknote with the word ‘Hungry’ written across it

Falling budget deficit means  
little to those at the bottom 

Sarah Bates argues 
that Tory boasting 
about reducing the 
deficit does not tell 
the real human cost 
behind austerity

FIGURES RELEASED last 
week appeared to show 
that chancellor Philip 
Hammond could deliver 
his promise of “a falling 
deficit and shrinking debt”.

The Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) announced 
a £2 billion budget 
surplus—where the 
government is receiving 
more than it spent. 

It’s the largest for  
18 years and comes as 
government borrowing 
between April and July 
of this year was at the 
lowest level since 2002.

This is often presented 
by politicians and sections 
of the press as a good news 
story. And it’s sometimes 
implied the money will 
trickle down into the 
pockets of ordinary people.

While it is true that 
Hammond has been 
able to force the deficit 
down, government debt 
is actually rising.

Government debt 
currently stands at 
85 percent of gross 
domestic product—up 
from 38 percent in 2005. 

Emboldened
Hammond seemed 
emboldened by the news, 
and tweeted, “We can’t 
be complacent, we must 
keep debt falling to build 
a #StrongerEconomy and 
secure a brighter future 
for the next generation.”

Alongside boasting 
about the budget surplus, 
the government was 
also crowing about a 
low unemployment rate 
of just 4 percent. But 
real wage growth is at 
only 0.1 percent—that’s 
due to the increase in 
poorly‑paid, part‑time and 
often insecure work.  

The announcement from 
the ONS came just one day 
after research from the 
Child Poverty Action Group 
shone a light on the reality 

of life for many in Britain.
Their Cost of a Child 

study shows that couples 
working full‑time and 
earning the living wage 
don’t earn enough to 
provide a “basic, no‑frills” 
lifestyle for two children. 

It showed an 11 percent 
weekly shortfall—for 
lone parents the amount 

shoots up to 20 percent.
The rising cost of living, 

alongside wage freezes 
and changes to benefits, 
all contribute to driving 
millions of people into 
poverty and misery.

Although it sounds like a 
lot, £2 billion is not nearly 
enough to heal the deep 
cuts of almost two decades 
of brutal Tory austerity. 

The Tories can boast 
about their budget surplus, 
but the economy has not 
recovered from the 2008 
global financial crash.

Crash
From the outset in 2008, 
ordinary people have 
been made to pay for 
the financial crash. 

Billions of pounds 
were spent keeping 
the banks running and 
allowing banking bosses 
to continue to collect their 
huge bonus cheques. 

And now a decade 
later, any small 
uptick in the Tories’ 
figures won’t be spent 
reversing any punishing 
austerity measures.

The solution is 
to organise. 

Working conditions, jobs 
and wages will improve 
when workers take on the 
bosses and collectively fight.

But ultimately we 
won’t get an economy 
that works for us until it’s 
planned for human need, 
in a socialist society. 

TORY CHANCELLOR Philip Hammond

BACK STORY
Behind the headlines about 
the deficit reduction lie 
shocking poverty statistics
lOrdinary people have 
been forced by the Tories 
to pay the cost of making 
British capitalism more 
competitive 
lReal wage growth stands 
at just 0.1 percent
lThe Child Poverty Action 
group has demonstrated 
that a couple working full 
time on the Tories’ “living 
wage” cannot provide even 
the basics for two children

£2 billion is not 
enough to heal 
the almost two 
decades of 
brutal austerity

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
ECONOMY
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 Tory coup means new PM for Australia
by JAMES SUPPLE in Sydney

AUSTRALIA HAS another 
new prime minister, after an 
internal coup in the govern-
ing Liberal (Tory) party last 
Friday.

Outgoing leader Malcolm 
Turnbull blamed his demise 
on a “determined insurgency” 
by the right wing of his party. 

The Tories have been 
plagued by infighting since 
winning the last election by 
one seat.

The party’s right has 
campaigned for cuts to 
immigration and demanded 
support for new coal-fired 
power stations, in an effort to 
stop action on climate change.

The push to install Peter 
Dutton, the hard right’s can-
didate, as prime minister 
failed by just five votes.

But new prime minister 
Scott Morrison is little dif-
ferent. 
Although big business and 
the conservative establish-
ment may see him as a safer 
option, he remains tainted by 
his time running the govern-
ment’s war on refugees.

As immigration minister 
from 2013 he established 

Australia’s military operation 
to turn back refugee boats, 
and presided over the first 
deaths of asylum seekers in 
the offshore prison camp on 
Manus Island.

He opposes same-sex mar-
riage and wants to allow 
increased discrimination 

against LGBT+ people in the 
name of “religious freedom”.

Morrison also supported 
the government’s move to 
drop the climate change tar-
gets it took to the Paris cli-
mate summit. 

He even brought a lump of 
coal into parliament to taunt 

supporters of action on cli-
mate change. 

As treasurer (chancellor), 
he has been in charge of the 
government’s plans to cut tax 
on big business and the big 
banks.

Less than 24 hours after 
becoming prime minister, he 

made a phone call to Donald 
Trump and invited him to 
visit Australia. 

The Tories are tearing 
themselves apart in the face 
of a looming wipeout at the 
next general election, due 
within months.

Their open backing for 
big business and the rich has 
destroyed the government’s 
electoral support.

As a result, they have 
turned more and more to 
racism in an effort to hold 
onto their electoral base.

In the lead up to a key by-
election last month the Tories 
boasted about cutting immi-
gration levels. 

They stirred up a scare 
campaign about so-called 
“African gangs”, and contin-
ued to promote their efforts 
to “secure the borders” 
against refugees.

But their racism and scape-
goating failed to work. The 
government lost the by-elec-
tion badly.

While the Labor Party won 
convincingly, the Tories also 
lost votes to the far right One 
Nation Party. 

This means they are likely 
to resort even more to racism 
in an effort to win back votes 

from the far right. The new 
prime minister is unlikely 
to boost the Tories’ election 
chances. Workers face record 
low wages growth, yet the 
Tories have targeted tax cuts 
at high income earners and 
campaigned to cut corpora-
tions tax.

But the Labor Party’s sup-
port for the offshore deten-
tion of refugees has allowed 
their racism to go unchal-
lenged.

Movement
Refugee supporters have 
already called snap protests 
against the new prime min-
ister. 

The union movement is 
also organising an electoral 
campaign, with some unions 
calling strikes focussed on 
opposing Tory anti-union 
laws.

Stepping up this kind of 
action can get rid of the Tory 
government, and their racist, 
anti-worker agenda. 

And it will keep the pres-
sure on Labor to deliver a 
real alternative to the last five 
years of Tory rule.
James Supple is a 
revolutionary socialist in 
Solidarity in Australia

SCOTT MORRISON is heading up a party in chaos
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There’s more to G4S than 
Birmingham prison mess
After inspectors found that inmates were living in appalling conditions in a 
privately‑run prison, Tomáš Tengely-Evans investigates those responsible

 A DANISH retail boss set up 
p r i v a t e  s e c u r i t y  f i r m 

Copenhagen-Frederiksberg Night 
Watch with 20 guards in 1901. It is 
now the largest security company in 
the world—G4S.

Revelations about appalling condi‑
tions at HMP Birmingham highlighted 
the scale of G4S’s abuses and profi‑
teering from public sector contracts. 

Inspectors found filthy communal 
areas and corridors covered in vomit, 
blood and cockroaches. The chief 
inspector of prisons, Peter Clarke, 
said the report had “some of the most 
disturbing evidence that inspectors 
have seen in any prison.” 

G4S’s security empire spans across 
90 countries—it is the world’s third 
largest private sector employer.

It raked in some £31 million in 
profits from prisons, immigration 
detention and youth custody service 
contracts in Britain last year alone.

G4S was born out a merger in 2004 
between Group 4 Falck and Securicor 
under the slogan, “Securing Your 
World”. In stepped chief executive 
Nick Buckles to secure the world for 
profit. 

Swallowed
G4S’s growth rested on two planks—
acquisition of smaller rivals and a 
business model reliant on privatisa‑
tion. From 2004 to 2013 G4S swal‑
lowed up 70 smaller companies in 
acquisitions worth £1.5 billion.

The company’s rise began under 
Tory prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher, when new rules favoured 
large firms that could financially take 
on large‑scale projects. 

While it had prospered under 
the Tories, G4S really achieved suc‑
cess under Tony Blair’s New Labour 

government. With a warmonger 
in Downing Street and chancellor 
Gordon Brown’s drive for privatisa‑
tion, opportunities kept opening up 
for G4S.

The private security industry 
boomed during the War on Terror. 
Among G4S’s acquisitions in the 
2000s was ArmorGroup, which 
 provided bodyguards for British dip‑
lomats running the West’s occupation 
of Afghanistan.

A racist clampdown in Britain 
also provided opportunities. Global 
Solutions Limited (GSL)—Group 
4 Falck’s law and order arm—was 
running four immigration detention 

centres at the time it was sold in 2004. 
The shared interests between politi‑
cians, civil servants, cops and business 
oiled the wheels of G4S’s rise.

By the end of the 2000s G4S’s 
rapid expansion began running into 
trouble. Its model was based on 
 bidding for public sector contracts—
often below cost—to provide a poor 
quality service. 

A former advisor to the Blair gov‑
ernment admitted that “nobody 
was very impressed with G4S”. “But 
nobody was very impressed with 
the UK Border officers or the Prison 
and Probation Service either,” they 
said. “G4S only had to seem to be 

outperforming them rather than 
being a Rolls‑Royce.”

Things started to fall apart for 
Buckles’ strategy in the last decade 
after a shambolic Olympics contact 
and failed takeovers of other busi‑
nesses. He still managed to resign on 
a £16 million retirement package.

The latest scandal at HMP 
Birmingham hammers home the need 
to stop—and reverse—the whole pri‑
vatisation swindle. 

On other pages...
Venezuela, socialism and crisis 
>>Pages 14&15

THERE’S A cosy relationship between G4S and the public sector

Powerful mates at the top
G4S IS a giant company—and 
its size gives it clout when 

bidding for lucrative contracts. 
It also relies on powerful 

friends in the state—
and has rewarded them 
with top positions. 

In 2008 Blairite former 
minister John Reid 
was appointed as 
a “consultant” by 
G4S and pocketed 
£50,000 a year. 

As defence 
secretary, health 
secretary and 
home secretary, 
Reid was at the 
forefront of the 
privatisation boom 
in the 2000s. Another 

friend of G4S was former London 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner 
Paul Condon. The MacPherson 

report of 1999 said his police 
force was “institutionally 
racist”. But that didn’t stop 

him becoming a G4S board 
member and trousering 
£124,600 a year until his 

retirement in 2012.
A former prisons 

governor and head of 
the energy watchdog 
were other G4S 
board members.

Their “expertise” 
helped the parts of 
G4S’s portfolio that 
deal with prisons 

and gas and electric 
meter monitoring.

Police control room scam
LINCOLNSHIRE POLICE chief 
Bill Skelly reaffirmed the 

“relationship we have with our 
strategic partner, G4S” after the 
Birmingham prisons scandal.

G4S began a ten‑year contract—
worth £220 million—with 
Lincolnshire Police in 2012. This 
“back room services” contract 
included processing arrestees in 
G4S custody services. 

“Our satisfaction remains high”, 
Skelly said, adding that G4S 
“continue to provide good service 
and excellent value for money to 
the people of Lincolnshire.”

In May 2016 G4S employees 
were found to be faking response 
times in Lincolnshire Police force’s 

control room. Five G4S employees 
were suspended and two were 
sacked over the scam, which saw 
them fake calls to the switchboard 
to improve response times. 

It shows corruption and 
incompetence—but Skelly’s 
remarks shows that there is a false 
choice between public v private‑run 
police forces, prisons and 
immigration detention services.

G4S leeches public money, and 
its private security guards can be 
brutal and incompetent, but their 
contracts and orders come from the 
Home Office. 

The brutality flows from the 
system of incarceration—whether 
publicly or privately‑run.

Abuse in South 
African prisons

 A FORMER guard 
at a G4S-run prison 

in South Africa alleged 
that they had used 
electric shocks and 
forced injections to keep 
control of inmates.

The South African 
government took back 
control over Mangaung 
prison after the scandal. 

It said that G4S had 
employed “uncertified 
security staff to perform 
custodial duties”.

It’s not the only 
allegation. In 2015 a 
group of inmates from 
Bloemfontein prison 
began suing G4S over 
allegations of torture—
including use of electric 
shocks, injections and 
isolation.

Unlawful killing 
at deportation

 JIMMY Mubenga 
was unlawfully 

killed during his forced 
deportation in October 
2010. 

The three G4S 
security guards who 
had taken part in it 
were found not guilty of 
manslaughter in 2014. 

The Crown 
Prosecution Service 
was initially reluctant to 
prosecute the guards, 
and only backtracked 
after an inquest ruled in 
2013 that his death was 
an unlawful killing.

Stuart Trebelnig, one 
of the G4S guards, had 
a text on his phone. It 
said, “Fuck off and go 
home you free-loading, 
benefit grabbing, kid 
producing, violent, 
non-English speaking 
cock suckers and take 
those hairy faced, sandal 
wearing, bomb making, 
goat fucking, smelly rag 
head bastards with you.”

Custody staff 
mock inmate

 Undercover BBC 
footage appeared 

to show G4S guards 
choking asylum 
seekers in Brook House 
immigration detention 
centre.  

It showed an inmate 
trying to strangle himself 
and put a mobile phone 
battery in his mouth. 

A G4S detainee 
custody manager was 
filmed saying, “Plug him 
in and he’ll be a Duracell 
bunny.”

Paul Condon
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Protest against 
union derecognition
WORKERS WERE set to 
protest outside the offices of 
uniforms company Arco in 
Preston on Wednesday.

Bosses at the company 
derecognised the workers’ 
GMB union after it held a 
ballot over a pay offer.

Arco workers sew badges 
onto uniforms for companies 
such as arms manufacturer 
BAE Systems. 

Ambulance strike 
suspended for talks
THE GMB union suspended 
a planned pay strike by 
ambulance workers in the 
North West of England last 
Thursday.

The North West Ambulance 
workers had walked out for 
26 hours every Friday for the 
last seven days. 

The programme of 
industrial action was 
scheduled to continue into 
October. 

The workers have been 
forced to wait for the results 
of job reevaluations going 
back 12 years. 

The union and bosses 
will now go into talks at 
government conciliation 
service Acas. 

Kent teachers are 
made redundant  
WORKERS AT St 
Christopher’s School in 
Canterbury, Kent, are being 
made redundant after the 
school announced its closure.

The job losses will hit 
teachers and teaching 
assistants. The NEU union 
has pledged to support the 
workers.

Healthcare workers  
fight for living wage
WORKERS AT private 
healthcare provider Health 
Care America (HCA) have 
voted by 100 percent for 
strikes. The workers are 
members of the United Voices 
of the World union and are 
demanding the London Living 
Wage of £10.20 an hour.

They are currently on the 
minimum wage of £7.83 an 
hour.  HCA offered a pay 
rise of 17 percent to stop the 
strike from going ahead, but 
that would still be less than 
the living wage.  

Cheque makers 
walk out for pay 
CHEQUE PRINTERS at 
Communisis in Crew struck 
for 48 hours from Tuesday in 
their fight for higher pay. 

The Unite union members 
plan to strike every Monday 
and Tuesday for the next 
six weeks. The 79 workers 
rejected a three year pay 
deal. It would have seen them 
get a rise of 2 percent in year 
one, and 3 percent in year 
two and three.

Bosses refused talks with 
Unite and instead imposed 
the pay deal.

Strike to derail bosses’ 
plans to scrap guards
by SARAH BATES 

WORKERS ON Northern Rail 
struck last Saturday as part 
of the long-running battle 
to keep guards on trains. 

It marked the first of six 
days that will see the RMT 
union members strike every 
Saturday until the end of 
September.

The workers are fighting 
the Tories’ and bosses’ plans to 
roll out driver only operation 
(DOO) trains on more trains 
across Britain. 

South Western Railway 
workers are also preparing for 
action over DOO. 

They were set to strike this 
Sunday 2 September, and 
will also walk out 8 and 15 
September. DOO means that 
there isn’t always a second 
safety-critical, trained member 
of staff on board the train. 

This will undermine passenger 
safety and make train travel 
inaccessible for people with 
disabilities who are assisted by 
guards.

The RMT accused bosses of 
“stringing its negotiators along 
rather than looking seriously 
for a settlement”. 

And the union said bosses 
“refused point blank” to 
engage in serious talks.

Safety 
Bosses won’t sign up to 
contracts that guarantee the 
principle of a safety-trained 
guard on every train. 

RMT general secretary Mick 
Cash said the dispute was 
“a battle to put public safety 
before private profit”.

“Northern Rail want to run 
nearly half a million trains a 
year without a safety critical 
guard on board,” he said. 

“That would wreck both 

safety and access to services. 
They should pull back from 
that plan immediately”, he 
said. Coordinating the fights 
against DOO can push back the 
bosses’ plans. 

nRMT union members 
held a solid strike at Ruislip 
Tube depot in west London 
last week as part of their 
long-running fight over pay. 

The train maintenance 
workers and stores staff struck 
for 48 hours from 7am last 
Wednesday and for a further 
48 hours from 7pm last Friday. 

The workers are responsible 
for London Underground’s fleet 
of engineering trains.

The action coincided 
with a major programme of 
planning works over the bank 
holiday weekend—some of 
which would normally use 
engineering vehicles from 
Ruislip. 

WORKERS AT John Lennon Airport in Liverpool struck across the August bank holiday 
weekend. The GMB union members rejected a 2 percent pay offer—and are fighting for a 
rise of at least 3.6 percent.  

Ministry of Justice workers 
decide on paltry pay offer  
A BALLOT on a pay deal for 
workers in the Ministry of 
Justice (MOJ) was set to end 
on Thursday of this week. 

The result could mark a 
step towards strikes over pay 
among civil service workers.

The PCS union urged 
its members to reject the 
deal, which is tied to cuts to 
working conditions.

MoJ bosses have offered 
workers an average pay 
increase of 11 percent spread 

over five years. 
This is well below 

inflation—effectively a pay 
cut—and comes after nearly 
a decade of miserly 1 percent 
annual increases.

Many workers will also 
receive significantly less than 
this.

The plan also comes with 
new contracts that increase 
hours and cut overtime, sick 
pay and motor and mileage 
allowances.

AIRPORTS CIVIL SERVICE

OBITUARIES
Kevin McKillop 
1934-2018 
KEVIN WAS born in 
Ballycastle, County 
Antrim, in 1934.

A seafarer by trade, he 
came to socialist politics 
through trade unionism in the 
late 1970s. 

He was active in the 
National Union of Seamen’s 
branch in Manchester. 

The branch chair was 
Paddy Neary, who had been 
jailed in the early 1960s for 
leading an unofficial strike in 
Liverpool. 

These were years of rapid 
decline in the shipping 
industry. 

Bosses constantly tried to 
cut costs as containerisation 
meant that fewer, bigger ships 

needed less skilled crew. 
By the end of the 1970s the 

shambles of Jim Callaghan’s 
Labour government and 
the nightmare of Margaret 
Thatcher brought Kevin to 
revolutionary politics.

Kevin joined Salford branch 
of the Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP) in 1981—a generation 
or so older than most of its 
members. 

He rarely volunteered 
to speak but, when asked, 
had incisive and clear 
contributions. 

Always dependable, Kevin 
never missed selling Socialist 
Worker in the high street on a 
Saturday. 

And he diligently ran the 
Salford SWP branch bookstall 
for many years and was 
always there for flyposting.

He would sometimes teach 

younger comrades how to 
flypost. When he left the 
ships, Kevin retrained as a 
decorator, often painting 
comrades’ homes, accepting 
only the most minimal 
payment for his work. 

When pressed to accept 
more, there would be banter 
that got nowhere until Kevin 
finally agreed to accept a 
bottle of Black Bush whiskey.

Kevin became less active in 
the 1990s.

But he stayed involved 
with the residents committee 
of Thorn Court in Salford.  

A class fighter and a 
committed revolutionary, 
Kevin will be missed by all 
who knew him.
Geoff Brown 
lKevin’s funeral is 3pm on 
Thursday 30 August, Agecroft 
Cemetery, Salford, M27 8SS

On the picket line at the ministry Picture: Guy Smallman

RAILWAYS 

CLEANERS 

Cleaners join forces  to 
demand the living wage  
WORKERS AT the Ministry 
of Justice (MoJ) and the 
department of Business, 
Energy and Industrial 
Strategy (BEIS) were set to 
protest next Wednesday. 

The MoJ cleaners are 
members of the United 
Voices of the World (UVW) 
union. The workers at BEIS 
are members of the PCS 
union. 

MoJ workers struck earlier 
in August for demands 
including the London Living 

Wage of £10.20—now 
workers at BEIS are taking 
up that demand. 

Following the strike, 
security guards at the MoJ 
have joined the UVW union 
“en masse”.

Workers will meet for the 
protest outside the MoJ at 
12.45 on 5 September. They 
will then march on BEIS 
where shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell is set to 
address the protest. 
lGo to bit.ly/MoJDemo

INDUSTRIAL NOTES 
Tory bill threatens access 
for personal injury cases 
THE TORIES’ Civil 
Liability Bill will be a 
blow to workers’ access 
to compensation if it 
passes into law.  

It has its second reading 
in the House of Commons 
next Tuesday and would 
become law in 2019. 

It seeks to stop access to 
legal aid for those taking 
cases of less than £2,000 to 
the small claims court.  

This would mean 
employers could evade 
responsibility for 
compensating workers for 
accidents at work. 

Some 40 percent of 
personal injury cases are 

for claims of less than 
£2,000. If the threshold is 
raised to £2,000 it means 
that up to 500,000 people 
would be denied free legal 
cover to pursue claims. 

In July a group of  
36 MPs—35 Labour and 
1 Plaid Cymru—backed 
an early day motion 
supporting changing the 
threshold to £1,500. 

The threshold was 
last set in 1999 and the 
£1,500 figure is in line with 
inflation. There should be 
no limit on workers’ ability 
to hold bosses to account—
the threshold should be 
scrapped altogether. 
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RESTAURANTS

 It’s time to unite the 
fight at TGI Fridays 
by ALISTAIR FARROW

UNITE UNION members 
at three TGI Fridays res-
taurants struck for three 
days over the bank holiday 
weekend. 

The workers,  mainly 
waiting staff, picketed and 
protested outside restaurants 
in Milton Keynes, Stratford 
in east London and Covent 
Garden in central London. The 
dispute is over a change in 
the company’s tipping policy. 

Workers were told with 
two days’ notice that 40 per-
cent of tips taken via card 
machines would be automat-
ically transferred to kitchen 
staff to boost their wages. 

The change has led some 
workers to lose hundreds of 
pounds a month. 

The demand of the strike is 
a return to the previous policy. 
Unfortunately this has meant 
that kitchen workers have not 
joined the picket lines. 

Policy
Workers should be balloted 
for demands including a pay 
rise for all, not a return to the 
bosses’ previous policy. 

And workers don’t just 
want a return to the status 
quo—for them the strike is 
about fighting for real change.

Kiran, a Unite rep at the 
Stratford site, told Socialist 

Worker, “Sometimes people 
don’t see the bigger picture—
this is about conditions in 
the hospitality industry in 
general.

“It’s not just about the  
40 percent—we think that 
everyone should be on a 
higher wage. 

“For instance, the kitchen 
staff don’t get their uniform 
paid for. They have to pro-
vide their own work shoes.”

Workers at the Stratford 
site were out for the first time 

and told Socialist Worker 
about some of the pressures 
they face. “We can be held 
back to clean down our sec-
tion at the end of the day and 
that has to be checked over 
by a manager before we can 
leave,” said Kayne. 

Lydia described how man-
agers can clock workers out 
up to an hour before they 
have actually finished their 
shift.

Kayne added, “Our shifts 
usually overrun and we can 

finish hours after we’re sup-
posed to.”

Kiran said that workers 
only get a break when they 
work more than ten hours, 
and then it’s unpaid.

Unite regional secretary 
Dave Turnbull said, “Our 
message to the company is, 
‘pay your staff fairly and talk 
to the union’. Together we 
can find a sensible solution 
to this dispute.” 
lTo donate go to  
bit.ly/fundTGIstrikers 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

Vote yes for equal pay
UNISON UNION members 
who work for Glasgow 
City Council (GCC) and its 
outsourced companies have 
started balloting for strikes 
this week. 

GMB members are also 
due to take action, and have 
served notice on GCC.

Workers in education 
and Cordia—who provide 
care, catering and cleaning 
services—began a ballot on 
Tuesday. 

The 5,200 workers are 
part of a battle that involves 
seven sectors. 

They are considering 
strikes against an unfair pay 
structure that saw thousands 
of women paid less than 
men.

Low-paid workers have 
been fighting for over a 
decade for a new pay scheme 
and a backdated pay award. 

In January the Scottish 
National Party-run council 
voted to resolve the dispute 
and start negotiations with 
unions and the Action 4 
Equality legal firm. 

Since then, fortnightly 
meetings between all parties 
were held to decide a 
formula for agreeing financial 
settlements. 

But in August council 
negotiators suspended all 
talks until October.

The latest action comes 
after years of GCC dragging 
its heels and denying 
workers what they are 
rightfully owed. 

Education and Cordia 
workers should deliver a 
huge ballot for strikes, and 
work to extend the action to 
others. The ballot runs until 
18 September.
Sarah Bates

‘EVERYONE HERE should be paid more,’ say Stratford pickets                    Picture: SocialiSt Worker                                                                                 

NO TO RACISM AND FASCISM

Oxford campaigners say 
they will not be silenced
AROUND 100 people attended 
the “We will not be silenced” 
solidarity rally in Oxford 
last Saturday. It was called 
after two thugs tried to shut 
down a Socialist Worker stall 
campaigning against Boris 
Johnson’s racist attack on 
Muslim women.

Within a few days of the 
attack a joint call was issued 
by a wide range of anti-racist, 
Labour Party and trade union 
groups. 

Messages of support came 
from around Britain. Support 
was also received from Ruskin 
UCU union, activists in Witney 
Constituency Labour Party and 
the Unison union. Activists 
from local Labour branches 
supported on the day with the 
Labour Party banner. Several 

speakers at the rally made the 
point that the scapegoating 
of migrants, Muslims and 
refugees by mainstream 
politicians is giving confidence 
to racists and the far right to 
launch attacks. 

All agreed we need unity 
to beat back the far right and 
fascists.
Julie Simmons
lMore online at  
bit.ly/OxfordResistance

nOVER 150 people gathered 
in Hull’s Queen Victoria 
Square last Saturday after 
a far right group had 
said it would be there.

 It didn’t turn up after an 
immediate response from Hull 
trades council to call a rally. 
Eleanor Woyen

IN A victory for pro-Palestine 
boycott, divestment and 
sanctions campaigners, six 
of the 11 invited speakers 
have confirmed their 
withdrawal from a physics 
workshop at Ariel University.

Ariel is built on occupied 
Palestinian land in an illegal 
Israeli settlement. 

The settlements, which 
rob Palestinians of land and 
resources, are part of Israel’s 
system of oppression which 
dominates all aspects of 
Palestinian life, including 
education.

Israel routinely denies 
travel permits to Palestinian 
scholars, severely limiting 
their access to international 
conferences.

Palestinian academics 
have urged the remaining 
speakers to withdraw from 
the workshop scheduled for 
3-6 September.
Elaine Palmer

CRANES PALESTINE

GMB UNION members 
at Robinsons (Britvic) in 
Norwich staged an all-out 
strike on Friday of last week 
and Tuesday this week. 

Bosses want to close the 
site with the loss of 240 jobs. 

Strikers are confident they 
have hit production. Far fewer 
lorries than normal left the 
site last Friday. 

Managers have agreed 
to meet the union but say 

they are still not prepared to 
discuss redundancy terms. 

Further strikes are planned 
for Thursday and Friday next 
week. If the company does 
offer improved terms, it’s vital 
that these are put to a vote of 
union members.
Wendy Smith
lMessages of solidarity to 
ivan.mercer@gmb.org.uk and 
donations to  
gofundme.com/britvic-strike

FOOD AND DRINK

UCU union members are 
voting over poor pay offers
THE UCU union was to begin 
balloting its members in higher 
education this Thursday over a 
pay offer.

Bosses have imposed a  
2 percent pay offer from 2018, 
which amounts to another real 
terms pay cut. 

Members have already 
voted in a consultative ballot 
to reject the offer and move to 
a full industrial action ballot.

This year’s USS pensions 
dispute in over 60 universities 
opened a can of worms over 
the pay and conditions in 
higher education. 

Union members now 
understand that they have 
enormous power to close down 
one of Britain’s largest sectors. 

In doing so, they’ve seen 
that they can galvanise support 
from students, staff and the 
public in a broader campaign to 

defend education for all.  
Fortunately, unlike the 

ballot in the pensions dispute, 
the pay campaign can cover 
all universities. It has the 
potential to have a still greater 
impact than in the USS 
pensions dispute. 

But before that can take 
place, we need to go all out 
to overcome the Tories’ anti-
union legislation requiring 
a 50 percent turnout in the 
ballot. 

We have done this once this 
year—now we need to do it a 
second time.
Carlo Morelli, UCU union 
national executive 

nUCU UNION members 
working in further education 
will also be balloted over pay. 

Their ballot was to start this 
Thursday. 

WORKERS AT crane 
manufacturing company 
Liebherr struck for three days 
last week and were set to walk 
out again on Thursday of this 
week. 

Around 30 Unite and 
GMB union members at the 
Sunderland plant are fighting 
over pay. 

Following eight days of 
action in August, workers are 
planning to walk out for eight 
more days in the first two 
weeks of September.

Workers say bosses 
promised higher pay rises 
when business “picked up”, but 
those promises haven’t been 
offered. 

They are fighting for 
an improved offer and are 
determined to make the action 
count. 

It’s right to escalate the 
strikes.
lMessages of support to mark.
sanderson@unitetheunion.org

Shaking up Britvic bosses
Picketing in Norwich
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BIRMINGHAM HOME care workers have grown in confidence during their strikes Pictures: Geoff Dexter 

  CARE STRIKE TO  
 SAVE A SERVICE
by SARAH BATES 

THE LONG-RUNNING battle 
to save a vital social care 
service in Birmingham from 
privatisation and collapse is 
at a critical moment. 

Over 270 home carers in 
the Unison union began a 
five-day strike on Tuesday in 
an effort to halt £2 million of 
cuts. 

S t r i k e r s  s a y  t h e  
Labour-run council’s plans 
are “a cut on the most vul-
nerable in society”.

The latest action rounds 
off a month of resistance that 
saw workers strike over nine 
days in August.

And last week a meeting of 
Unison members voted unan-
imously to call more strikes. 
These are likely to take place 
in September.

The strike days have been 
filled with members’ meet-
ings, mass leafleting, and 
picketing council workplaces. 

Mandy Buckley, a senior 
Unison steward, told Socialist 
Worker, “There was so much 
activity last week that we ran 
out of leaflets.” 

She said carers are organ-
ised leafletting sessions 

targeting key councillors’  
constituencies—and that 
strikers are leading the 
decisions.

“People are coming up 
with ideas and offering to go 
and do speeches,” she said. 

Team 
“We’ve got a media team and 
a finance team—this is some-
thing that would never have 
happened before.”

The carers are members of 
the home enablement team, 
which supports people in 
their own homes in the six 
weeks following discharge 

from hospital.  Council bosses 
want to axe the equivalent of 
55 full time jobs from the ser-
vice, and force all workers on 
to part time hours. 

I t  i s  no t  the  f i r s t 
attacks carers have faced. 
Last  year  the counci l 
announced plans to axe  
40 percent of jobs—but even-
tually slashed 48 percent.. 

The latest cuts would put 
carers on the poverty line. 
And shift changes would 
mean they couldn’t work 

second jobs—which they 
need in order to survive.  

“We’ve already had cuts, 
this is a cut where nobody 
would be able to manage,” 
said Mandy.

She added that solidarity 
for the home carers—most 
of whom have never struck 
before—has helped build 
strikers’ confidence.

Invites 
“ I t ’ s  b een  ab so lu t e l y  
brilliant,” she said.

“We’ve got support from 
all the unions, and we’re 
getting invites to speak at  
different places.”

A delegation will  be 
speaking at the TUC union 
federation’s conference in 
Manchester on 9 September.

Mandy said the strik-
ers have received donations 
f r o m  L a b o u r  g r o u p s , 
trade union branches and  
pensioners’ organisations.

“They make strikers feel 
like everyone’s supporting 
them and they can win it,” 
she said. “It’s giving them the 
ability to put forward more 
strike action.”

But more is needed to 
finish off the council’s plans 
for good.  Talk from some 

sections of the council 
“seemed quite positive last 
week” Mandy said, adding 
that until strikers “see it writ-
ten down” they would refuse 
to suspend any action. 

Strikers were set to meet 
Unison general secretary 
Dave Prentis at the union’s 
national headquarters in 
London on Wednesday.

Mandy argued that “politi-
cal pressure on the councillors 
and within the Labour group” 
would help home carers.  

Trade unionists should 
organise financial collections 
for home carers in their work-
place and invite a striker to 
share their inspiring story.  

The  Un i son  l eader -
ship should use every 
financial, political and indus-
trial weapon in its arsenal 
to support workers who are 
on the frontline in the battle 
against austerity. 

A victory for the home care 
workers would be a victory 
for everyone who wants to 
see an end to Tory austerity 
and cuts.

On other pages
Tory cuts to blame for 
child hunger>>Page 7 

Unison leader Dave Prentis (left) needs to throw the full weight of
the national union behind the Birmingham dispute 

The Labour 
council’s plans 
mean cuts to 
the city’s most 
vulnerable

‘‘ 

SOLIDARITY 
Every trade unionist 
should back this dispute 
lRush support to info@
birminghamunison.co.uk 
lContact Birmingham 
Unison to invite a home 
care worker to speak at 
your union branch
lMake cheques payable 
to “Birmingham Unison”. 
Make clear it’s for the 
hardship fund. Send to 
Mclaren building, 35 Dale 
End, Birmingham B4 7LN
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