
STAND WITH  
PALESTINE

IT’S NOT ANTISEMITIC TO SAY 
ISRAEL IS A RACIST STATE

THE STORY OF 
THE ‘HURRICANE’ 

Wrongly convicted US boxer 
and civil rights hero dies 
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The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 
Wrongly convicted US boxer 

and civil rights hero dies 
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Warning from Germany 
German anti-racists Christine Buchholz and  
Gabi Engelhardt on the fascist threat after  
Chemnitz pogrom  >>Pages 8, 10&11

Anti-fascists humiliate EDL in Worcester, but far right 
threat hasn’t gone away >>Page 6

All out for 17 Nov demo 
against racism and fascism 
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MIDDLE EAST 

Murder in Yemen 
—Saudi coalition 
crimes revealed
LIVES DESTROYED and 
a country torn apart by 
bombings and starvation. 
Mass human rights abuses 
committed by a powerful 
military force backed by 
Britain. 

That’s the horror of the 
civil war in Yemen, revealed 
last week in a report from a 
United Nations panel.
>>Page 17

STRIKE 

Back fight to 
save care in 
Birmingham
BIRMINGHAM HOME care 
workers rounded off their 
latest week of strikes by 
securing a promise of 
total support from their 
Unison union general 
secretary Dave Prentis.

He needs to turn his 
words into action by using 
Unison’s considerable 
finances and political clout. 
>>Page 7

TUC CONGRESS  

Union leaders— 
managers of 
workers’ anger
THE TRADES Union Congress 
(TUC), which begins its 
annual conference this 
weekend, is celebrating 
its 150th year.

Workers have won gains 
through their unions—but 
their leaders have little to be 
proud of. 
>>Page 14&15
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lA MAJORITY of bosses have 
asked jobseekers questions 

that could break the law. Some  
85 percent of managers said they’d 
asked questions such as, “Are you 
married or in a relationship?” 

And 42 percent had asked 
applicants if they planned to 
start a family. Hyper Recruitment 
Solutions surveyed 2,000 bosses.

   60 percent of cops keep jobs  
 in sexual harrassment cases
SOME  96  cops  we re 
punished for sexual har-
assment in the last three 
years—but most kept their 
jobs. 

One cop in Staffordshire 
touched and made sexual 
comments to a member of the 
public. He kept his job. 

One officer in Devon and 
Cornwall who kissed a vul-
nerable adult was just given 
a warning. 

Derbyshire and West 
Yorkshire police forces have 
both disciplined ten officers 
in the last three years.

Some 35 forces across 
England and Wales replied 
to a Freedom of Information 
request. The figures showed 
that 61 percent of officers 
that had been reprimanded 
kept their jobs.

The forces with the high-
est number of officers disci-
plined for sexual harassment 

in the last three years are 
Derbyshire, West Yorkshire 
and West Midlands.

Cops target other cops for 
harassment too.

A study last month found 
that one in five police staff 
had received a sexually 
explicit email or text from a 
colleague. 

And one in five had been 
touched in a way that made 
them feel uncomfortable.

The Unison union surveyed 

nearly 1,800 police staff 
across England, Wales and 
Scotland.

Half said they had heard 
sexualised jokes, one in  
25 had been pressured to 
have sex and one in 12 was 
told that sexual favours could 
help their careers.

lTHE INQUIRY into 
undercover policing is 

in more turmoil after vic-
tims launched legal action 

over the suppression of 
cover names of officers.

The inquiry has already 
cost more than £10 million 
but has not heard any oral 
evidence. It is now due to 
report in 2023. 

John Mitting made some 
of the decisions to keep offic-
ers’ aliases secret on the basis 
of “sensitive” evidence that 
was withheld from other core 
participants. 

The challenge is being 
brought by “Jessica”, who 
had a relationship at the age 
of 19 with a man she believed 
to be a fellow activist. It is 
also brought by Patricia da 
Silva Armani, Jean Charles 
De Menezes’ cousin. John 
Burke-Monerville, whose son 
was beaten in police custody, 
is the third claimant.

There are three other judi-
cial reviews related to the 
inquiry. 

lDRESS DESIGNERS sketched a burqa 
for princess Diana to wear on a trip to 

Saudi Arabia in 1986.  
   The drawing is part of a collection that 
is now on sale at auction in the US.  
   The Daily Mail newspaper was  
not impressed. It said the “bizarre 
version of the burqa” would 
have taken Diana’s nickname 
of Shy Di “to extremes”.

  Cops go for journalists   
 over film on massacre
TWO journalists in 
Northern Ireland have 
been arrested over 
documents relating to the 
Loughinisland massacre.

Trevor Birney and 
Barry McCaffrey were 
released on bail after 
being detained in Belfast. 

They worked on a 
documentary about the 
1994 loyalist murders.

No Stone Unturned 
was released last 
year and named a 
paramilitary gunman 
who police believed 
shot six football fans. 

It also detailed police 
collusion in the murders, 
for which no one has 
been prosecuted.

Alex Gibney, who 
wrote and directed 

the programme, said 
that the pair had been 
arrested “for good, hard-
hitting journalism”.

“The film exposed 
the failure of police to 
properly investigate the 
Loughinisland massacre 
and bring suspected killers 
to account,” Gibney said. 
“Police reaction? Reopen 
murder investigation? No. 
Arrest the truth-tellers.”

For more on the case 
go to bit.ly/NIdocum

Vultures lose a billion 
from Argentina crisis
Troublemaker’s 
sympathies go out to 
one of the bond market’s 
biggest investors, which 
has seen its funds 
battered by turmoil from 
Argentina’s spiralling 
financial crisis. 

US investment group 
Franklin Templeton 
has lost £1 billion in 
the past two weeks on 
just three of its biggest 
Argentine investments.

The vulture 
capitalists made much 
cash betting against 
the Irish and other 
European economies. 

But this time they 
got burned as the 
Argentinian economy 
stumbles.  
Aww.

lSOME 54 percent 
of commuters using 

train firms’ wi-fi were 
sending work emails 
acording to a survey.

Others were using 
their own mobile phone 
connections for work 
emails.

Those on the way to 
work were catching up 
with emails sent ahead of 
the coming day. 

Those on the return 
journey were finishing 
off work not completed 
during working hours.

Royal design

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘As dazzling now 
as ever’
The Hull Sexy List 2018 on 
former deputy prime minister 
John Prescott

‘I wish him well 
and hope that his 
bravery will prove 
a wake-up call’
Michael Gove shares his 
admiration for Frank Field

‘It will be as 
economically 
useless and 
corrupt as 
the rest of the 
continent’
Rod Liddle explains that, 
because of the end of 
apartheid, South Africa is 
ruined

‘This has to be 
a party that 
represents 
ordinary working 
people’
Ukip leader Gerard Batten 
wants his racist party to lose 
its Tory image

‘The foreign 
secretary, then 
Boris, erm, Boris, 
Boris Johnson, 
the bicycle guy’
Kenya’s President  
Uhuru Kenyatta names the  
ex-foreign secretary

‘President of 
Africa’
Sky News caption of Kenyatta

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ@

ARE COPS above the law? 

MPs trouser 
more cash...
PAYOUTS TO MPs and 
peers reached £200 
million last year—over 
a third of parliament’s 
running costs.

MPs grabbed £182 
million in salaries and 
expenses, while peers got 
£18 million, according 
to the Institute for 
Government thinktank.

...while debts 
reach new high
PROBLEMS with personal 
debt have reached a  
five-year high, according 
to a charity. National 
Debtline predicted it will 
have received 189,000 
calls by the end of this 
year, the highest number 
in five years.

Half of people who call 
are struggling to repay 
debts of £5,000 or less.

FIGURE IT OUT

£1.56 million
 the amount 
Westminster Council 
spent on gagging orders 
for staff in the past four 
years. The orders cover 
58 current or former 
workers

Trevor Birney and Barry
McCaffrey 

Shame of lost 
migrants
THREE Jamaicans from 
the Windrush Generation 
who were removed 
from Britain have died, 
the Home Office has 
admitted.

A Home Office review 
of 11,800 cases had 
identified 18 people 
"most likely to have 
suffered a detriment 
because their right to 
be in the UK was not 
recognised".

Thirteen of the 18 were 
Jamaican, of whom eight 
have been traced. 

No blame for 
Miners’ Strike
THE LAWYER leading a 
review into the impact of 
policing during the 1984 
Miners' Strike in Scotland 
has urged those involved 
to speak out.

It is estimated that 
500 Scottish miners were 
arrested. Scotland saw 
30 percent of the arrests 
during the disputes 
despite only having 10 
percent of the Britain’s 
mining workforce.

Launching a call for 
evidence, John Scott QC 
said the inquiry was not 
about apportioning blame.



Racist MP’s departure no 
loss for the Labour Party
TWO MPS who have 
led the assault on 
Corbyn have had no 
problem pandering 
to racism.

Resigning the 
Labour Party whip 
last week, MP Frank 
Field said, “We must 
be seen when we go 
into the next election 
that we’re not 
racist.”

A good thing, then, 
that he’s gone.

But even when 
Labour was taking its 
nastiest  
anti-immigration 
turns, Field was an 
out-rider.

His big political 
hero is Enoch 
Powell—the Tory MP 
who threatened in 
his infamous “Rivers 
of Blood” speech that 
immigration meant 
“the black man will 
have the whip hand 
over the white man.”

In a fawning 
article for the 
Spectator magazine 
in 2012, Field said 
the speech was 
Powell’s “only major 
political error”. 

That wasn’t 
because of its foul 
message—but 
because the backlash 
made it harder to 
attack migrants.

“At a stroke he 
made the subject of 
immigration a  

no-go area for 
elected politicians,” 
wrote Field.

“I only felt safe in 
trespassing onto this 
territory once the 
mass of immigration 
from eastern 
European countries 
reached our shores, 
when the issue was 
no longer one of 
colour.”

Though given the 
overtly racist anti-
immigration garbage 
Field has peddled 
over the years, you 
wonder what he’s 
been holding back.

He’s used the sort 
of inflammatory 
rhetoric that fuels 
racist and fascist 
street movements 
today. 

MP Margaret 
Hodge has also 
repeatedly pandered 

to anti-migrant 
racism. 

She adopted the 
racist rhetoric of the 
British National Party 
in 2006 when she 
claimed white people 
were angry at “black 
and ethnic minority 
communities moving 
in”.

She also called for 
“indigenous” people 
to have priority 
on council house 
waiting lists.

Field’s and 
Hodges’ is the kind 
of racism that some 
Labour MPs are okay 
with. 

In their minds 
bashing migrants 
is about getting the 
support of white 
working class people.

Their sudden claim 
to be anti-racists is 
stinking hypocrisy.

Notorious racist Frank Field

Students debate solidarity
OVER 50 students 
and activists attended 
the National Student 
Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions 
(BDS) conference 
last weekend at 
the University of 
Manchester.

Representatives 
from Palestine 
societies from around 
Britain came to 
discuss how to build 
an effective BDS 
campaign. 

Workshops 
discussed British 

universities’ complicity 
with the Israeli state, 
from academic links to 
Israeli products sold 
on campus. 

Huda Ammori, 
the organiser of the 
event, spoke about 
the successful BDS 
campaign that took 
place at Manchester 
last year. 

But the conference 
didn’t deal with the 
question of the IHRA 
definition accepted 
by the National Union 
of Students and 

what this means for 
Palestinian activists. 

It is vital that the left 
on campus, working 
with wider forces, does 
not dodge the question 
of the IHRA. 

We have to be 
confident in rejecting 
that criticism of 
Israel is in anyway 
antisemitic and take up 
the issue of Palestine.
Socialist Worker 
Student Society 
delegation to 
the national BDS 
conference
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 Palestinian  
 politicians  
 speak out in  
 defence of
 Corbyn 
by NICK CLARK

PALESTINIAN POLITICIANS in 
the Israeli parliament—Knesset—
have spoken out in defence of 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
and the right to call Israel a rac-
ist state.

The four MPs from the Joint List 
coalition of Arab parties in Israel 
accuse his critics of ignoring “the 
Palestinian historical plight.”

The statement, signed by MPs 
Ahmad Tibi, Masud Ganaim, Yousef 
Jabareen and Jamal Zahalka, says, 
“We commend Jeremy Corbyn for 
his decades of service to the British 
people, and for his longstanding 
solidarity with all oppressed peo-
ples around the world, includ-
ing his unflinching support for the 
Palestinian people.

“We stand in solidarity with 
Jeremy Corbyn and we recognise 
him as a principled leftist leader 
who aspires for peace and jus-
tice and is opposed to all forms of 
racism, whether directed at Jews, 
Palestinians, or any other group.”

The letter comes after weeks 
of attacks on Jeremy Corbyn. 
Supporters of Israel want it to be 
seen as antisemitic to call Israel 
a racist state, or to point out that 
Israel was founded through ethnic 
cleansing of Palestinians.

Oppression
As the MPs point out, this would 
make it impossible for Palestinians 
to talk about their history, or explain 
the cause of their oppression.

“We feel that we must speak out 
now and register our repugnance 
at these recent attempts to com-
plete our erasure, by forbid-
ding within the UK Labour 
Party any mention by name of 
the forces allayed against the 
Palestinian cause,” the state-
ment says.

“As long as efforts 
to curb anti-Jewish 
sentiment in the 
UK are focused on 
combating the 
d i s p a r a g e -
ment of Jews 

merely for their membership in a 
minority group, they have our full 
support.

“But when some try to force the 
Labour Party into using as its litmus 
test a definition of antisemitism that 
goes far beyond anti-Jewish animus 
to include anti-Zionism, we must 
raise our voices and decry these 
efforts.”

The MPs represent Palestinians 
who live inside Israel. These are 
Arabs who managed to survive 
being displaced or forced to flee 
when Israel was created in 1948.

A “nation-state law” passed in 
July embedded discrimination into 
Israel’s constitution, confirming that 
only Jewish people have the right to 
self-determination there.

“Palestinian citizens of Israel have 
yet to experience a single day of 
equality, to say nothing of the mil-
lions of Palestinians under military 
occupation in the West Bank, under 
siege in the Gaza Strip, and the  
6 million in exile abroad, prevented 

from returning to their home-
land simply because they are 
not Jews,” the MPs said.

“We Palestinian parliamen-
tarians have always argued 

that it is not possible 
for any ethno-state, 
Jewish or other-
wise, to also be a 

state that guar-
antees equal-

ity to all its 
citizens.”

BACK STORY
A battle has taken place over 
what Labour’s definition of 
antisemitism is
lPreviously the party ommited 
some examples suggested in the 
IHRA guidelines 
lOne of these was about whether 
the state of Israel can be called 
racist 
lGiving into the smears 
undermines the ability to 
campaign for Palestinian justice 
lActivsts must be able to call 
Israel what it is—a racist state

JEREMY CORBYN has faced outrageous slurs 

 Lies and smears used by Zionists  
 to erode support for oppressed
CLAIMS THAT Corbyn personally 
is an antisemite have gone 
hand in hand with attempts to 
cast anti-Zionism—opposition 
to Israel’s racist founding 
ideology—as antisemitic.

The right have come up with 
increasingly outrageous attacks 
on Corbyn.

Last week right wing rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks compared 
Corbyn to the notorious racist 
Tory MP Enoch Powell 

And on Sunday Labour MP 
Margaret Hodge repeated her 
accusation that Corbyn is a 
“fucking antisemitic racist”. 

She can only get away with 
this because of the right’s success 
in characterising anti-Zionism as 
inherently antisemitic.

Zionism is the belief that 
Israel should exist in Palestine 
as an exclusively Jewish state—
and that Palestinians should 
be excluded from any form of 
independent political control. 

Modern Zionism justified the 
ethnic cleansing of Palestinians 
when Israel was established in 
1948. It is used to justify the 

occupation of Palestine—and 
explains the oppression of 
Palestinians—today.

Also last week two bodies that 
claim to represent “mainstream 
Jews” demanded that Labour 
clamp down on antisemitism.

In a letter to Labour’s general 
secretary, they demanded a 
“deep cultural change” from 
Corbyn, including an apology for 
associating with anti-Zionists.

“Israel and Zionism are both 
inextricably Jewish. The more 

hatred they are subjected to, the 
more antisemitism there will be”, 
it said.

It’s not true that support for 
Israel and Zionism are intrinsic 
to Jewishness. But claiming there 
is makes it possible to discredit 
solidarity with Palestine as 
antisemitic.

The attacks on Corbyn began 
almost as soon as he was elected 
Labour leader. The accusations 
then were rarely that he himself 
is antisemitic—but that his long-
standing support for Palestinians 
encouraged antisemites to join 
Labour.

Now, having gradually forced 
the left to make concessions 
to this argument, the right can 
say that opposition to Israel 
encourages antisemitism because 
anti-Zionism itself is antisemitic.

So it’s now possible for the 
right to openly brand Corbyn an 
antisemite—but only because 
they’ve discredited anti-Zionism.

In doing so, they hope to 
roll back years of growing 
support for the Palestinians and 
opposition to Israel.Ahmad Tibi

Violence in 2015

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

CORBYN’S RETREAT SHOWS 
LABOUR’S LIMITATIONS

 J
EREMY CORBYN has 
spent his political life 
campaigning against 
oppression, imperialism 
and racism. His first act 

after being elected Labour leader 
in September 2015 was to join a 
protest in solidarity with refugees.

He chaired the Stop the War 
Coalition and has spoken out 
against Islamophobia and the far 
right. And he has consistently 
stood in solidarity with 
Palestinians who are oppressed by 
the Israeli state.

So how is it that Corbyn this 
week looked set to oversee a 
retreat that will make solidarity 
with Palestine much harder?

Labour’s ruling national executive 
committee was set to agree that 
it’s antisemitic to call Israel a racist 
endeavour. This will mean the root 
of Palestinians’ oppression—the 
creation of a state that excludes 
them—will be beyond criticism.

Why would Corbyn accept such 
a move? The answer lies in the 
nature of Labour and reformism. 
Labour believes that parliament is  
the best way to win change. 

This means elections are the 
priority, and everything else comes 
second. It aims to be a broad party 
representing a variety of views in 

order to appeal to the maximum 
number of voters.

People who praise racist Tory 
Enoch Powell, such as Frank Field, 
are in the same party as anti-racist 
Diane Abbott. Warmongers such 
as Tony Blair and Alastair Campbell 
are in the same party as Corbyn.

If Labour’s priority is winning 
elections, it becomes crucial 
to hold this party together. But 
because the right is stronger 
than the left in the Parliamentary 
Labour Party, the left is forced to 
make concessions to the right.

This is why Corbyn has ended 
up in a position where he will 
allow Labour to undermine 
solidarity with Palestine. It’s also 
why, combined with pressure from 

trade union leaders, opposition to 
Trident renewal was dropped from 
Labour’s manifesto.

Right wing Labour MPs justify 
their policies by saying they will 
win votes. Sometimes this can 
seem true. Not every working 
class person is left wing.

But Labour’s last general 
election campaign, with a radical 
campaigning message from 
Corbyn, was a huge success.

Despite this, Labour MPs have 
repeatedly undermined Corbyn 
and organised to force him out. 
This has fed continuous attacks on 
him in the media and among the 
Tories.

As long as a left agenda is 
contained within a reformist party, 
there will be constant pressure to 
retreat, compromise and pander 
to right wing ideas.

Corbyn has shown that left 
wing ideas can be popular. And 
the enthusiasm around Corbyn 
can make it easier to put forward 
socialist arguments.

We should support him against 
the right and fight for left wing 
reforms. But we also have to 
go beyond that—and build a 
revolutionary party that looks to 
workers, not parliament, to change 
the world.

LEAD UNION ACTION NOW
 THERE IS a glaring gap 

between the scale of the 
Tory crisis and the level of 

resistance from unions.
The leaderships of the 

unions will meet at the TUC 
union federation’s congress in 
Manchester next week.

At last year’s congress, every 
single union leader pledged to 
fight against the Tories’ 1 percent 
public sector pay cap.  Within a 
few months they had signed up to 
shoddy, below-inflation pay offers.

That’s partly because the union 

leaders are waiting for the next 
general election in the hope of a 
Labour government. 

But working class people can’t 
afford to wait for four years to 
boot out the Tories.

We have to push our leaders to 
turn their rhetorical flourishes at 
the TUC into action.

While workers are angry over 
pay, workloads or privatisation, 
they aren’t always confident. 

Socialists can be part of turning 
that anger into strikes.  Whenever 
there is a dispute, such as the 

Birmingham home care workers, 
hold a solidarity collection in your 
school, hospital or office. 

It doesn’t just raise money for 
them, it starts conversations about 
strikes in your own workplace and 
can help you organise your own 
dispute. 

And it can also be part of 
building a bigger base of activists 
to push union leaders to fight.  

Struggle builds unions and 
workers’ confidence. 

A serious fightback could drive 
the Tories from office. 

If the priority is 
to win elections, 
it is crucial to 
hold the party 
together

‘‘ 

NEWS & COMMENT 4 5
Socialist Worker  5 September 2018



ANALYSIS 
TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

 ‘People’s Vote’ would  
 divide working class
THERESA MAY danced on a tightrope over Brexit this 
summer. 

The toxic campaign being waged by rival wings of a 
deeply divided Tory party has left her presiding over a 
zombie regime. 

Yet she’s managed to stumble on by piecing together deals 
that have papered over the party’s divisions. The lack of an 
obvious replacement and Tory fears of a Jeremy Corbyn 
government have kept leadership challenges in check. 

That strategy is reaching the end of the road. 
The war inside the Tories intensified this week with a new 

offensive from Brexiteer former ministers and backbenchers.
Boris Johnson savaged May for “handing over £40 billion 

for two thirds of diddly squat”. “We have gone into battle 
with the white flag fluttering over our leading tank,” he 
wrote in his Daily Telegraph column. 

Johnson’s attack was not the only one. Former Brexit 
secretary David Davis said May’s Brexit proposals, known 
as the “Chequers deal”, were “worse than staying in” the 
European Union (EU). 

And he pledged to vote against the proposals ahead of 
March 2019, the date when Britain officially leaves the EU.

These were well-timed interventions before the opening 
of parliament and the Tories’ autumn conference in 
Birmingham at the end of September. 

The Tories’ horrow show has led to growing momentum 
for a second referendum. 

Many people support it because of fears about the rise of 
the far right, racism or the future of the NHS. And many see 
the EU as a progressive alternative—or at least a block—to 
the vile Brexit-supporting reactionaries within the Tory 
party.

There are serious problems with this argument. Whatever 
people’s intentions for supporting the People’s Vote 
campaign, its leadership is a collection of scoundrels. They 
offer no alternative to the Tories’ austerity or racism. 

Entrenched
Tory backers include MP Anna Soubry. As minister of 
public health in 2012, she was at the forefront of pushing 
through the hated Health and Social Care Act that 
entrenched privatisation in the NHS.

Then there’s Blairite MP Chuka Umunna, a key mover 
behind the Labour Campaign for the Single Market 
(LCSM). Its pamphlet said Britain hadn’t used “significant 
restriction within EU law” to limit freedom of movement 
for migrants.

This shows that the main dividing line isn’t between 
those who voted Remain and Leave. It should be between 
those who support workers’ and migrants’ rights and those 
who want to push through more austerity and racism.

The Chequers deal is a bad deal because it’s based on 
Tory policies. 

It would dump freedom of movement and seek to 
keep EU single market rules that ban nationalisation of 
whole industries such as the railways. And Tory planning 
documents for a no-deal scenario show they would do that 
anyway.

The most effective response is the same as to any Tory 
attack—to mount a fightback on the picket lines and 
streets. A second referendum would draw a line of division 
in workplaces that would make it harder to build that sort 
of united resistance.

There is an underlying argument that says to stop right 
wingers we have to back the “liberal centre”. Hanging onto 
the coattails of liberals would be a disaster for socialists 
and anti-racists.

It would send a message that we have nothing to say to 
working class people who voted leave out of a deep anger 
at the establishment. This would be a gift for the far right.

The socialist alternative includes recognising that the 
EU isn’t progressive. The EU’s Fortress Europe policy has 
turned the Mediterranean into a mass grave of refugees, 
and single market rules block socialist policies.

A socialist and anti-racist Brexit would say, “Yes to 
freedom of movement, no to the single market.”

Those arguments have to be made alongside our 
overriding task of building a united movement against the 
resurgent far right and racism.

CELEBRATING THE Nazis’ defeat in Worcester  Picture: Julie Sherry

 EDL humiliated in Worcester,  
 now build for national protest
ANTI-FASCISTS outnum-
bered the English Defence 
League (EDL) in Worcester 
for the second time in two 
months last Saturday. 

Around  500  peop le 
marched and rallied against 
the fascists in the West 
Midlands town as part of a 
counter mobilisation organ-
ised by the local trades coun-
cil. It was supported by Unite 
Against Fascism (UAF) and 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR).

Chants of “Whose streets—
our streets”  rang out. 
Passers-by lined the streets 
clapping the anti-fascists as 
they marched through the 
town. And many joined the 
rally to mock the small group 
of some 100 fascists.

UAF national organiser 
Paul Sillett spoke to Socialist 
Worker. “The fascists were 
reduced to a bedraggled 
rump who had to shelter 
behind the police,” he said.

“They could only march 
because of the large number 
of police.”

Turnout
The rally was built through 
broad-based support from 
the Labour Party and trade 
unions. There was a sizeable 
turnout from members of the 
FBU firefighters’ union, RMT 
rail workers’ union and PCS 
civil service workers’ union 
among others.

And importantly local 
Muslim people were a key 
part of the march. Paul said, 
“There had been pressure on 

Muslims not to mobilise, but 
they were part of the organi-
sation of the demonstration.”

The fascists included thugs 
with Nazi “Combat 18” tattoos 
and supporters of Generation 
Identity, who look to Donald 
Trump and the US alt right. 

A few local groups from the 
racist Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance (DFLA) were 
so demoralised they stayed 
in the pub. The EDL rally 
was small, but the threat of 
the resurgent British far right 
has not gone away. 

Nazi Tommy Robinson, 
whose supporters mobilised 
15,000 in London on 9 June, 
has his retrial for contempt of 
court on 27 September. The 

fascists sense an opportunity 
to rebuild a movement on the 
streets. Already far right activ-
ity is encouraging violence.

A Sikh Gurdwara in 
Edinburgh suffered a petrol 
bomb attack on Tuesday of 
last week. 

The attack on the Guru 
Nanak Gurdwara came after 
five other attacks on Muslim, 
Sikh and Jewish places of 
worship in recent months.

Organised
Around 500 people attended 
a solidarity vigil organised 
by the Muslim Women’s 
Association of Edinburgh and 
supported by UAF and SUTR. 

Labour councillor Gordon 
Munroe was one of the speak-
ers at the vigil. “This is not 
just an attack on a building,” 
he said. “This is an attack 
on our community—and we 
stand united together.”

Anti-racists must stand 
in solidarity with minorities 
under attack—and be ready to 
mobilise against the far right. 

Paul said, “By building 
united action we can face the 
storm that could be coming if 
Tommy Robinson gets out.” 

The national demon-
stration against racism 
and fascism in London on  
17 November is a key oppor-
tunity build the fightback. 
Thanks to Marlyn Tweedie 
and Julie Sherry
l For more details go to  
bit.ly/UnityDemonstrate 
l Get a copy of the model  
motion at bit.ly/ModelMotion

Demo coaches booked
ACTIVISTS FROM across 
Britain have already 
booked their coaches 
to the 17 November 
national demonstration 
against racism and 
fascism in London.

The coaches have 
been organised by 
local Stand Up To 
Racism groups. 

The areas with 
arranged transport 
include Sheffield, 
Manchester, Wakefield, 
Cambridge, Newcastle, 
Scarborough, York, 
Chesterfield and 

North Derbyshire, 
Birmingham and as far 
afield as Ceredigion 
in West Wales. 

The demonstration has 
been initiated by Stand 
Up To Racism, Unite 
Against Fascism and 
Love Music Hate Racism. 

It has been backed 
by Labour shadow 
ministers Diane Abbott 
and John McDonnell, 
and trade unions.

Every anti-racist 
should go all out to 
make sure there is the 
biggest possible turnout. 

Firefighters against the EDL
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 Back Birmingham carers  
 in battle to save service 
by SARAH BATES

BIRMINGHAM HOME care 
workers rounded off their latest 
week of strikes by securing a 
promise of total support from 
Unison union general secretary 
Dave Prentis.

“We will win—we cannot afford 
for Birmingham council to win,” 
he told strikers when they visited 
Unison headquarters in central 
London last week.

Some 50 strikers made the trip 
on the second day of a five-day 
walkout. 

They are part of the 270-strong 
home enablement team, which sup-
ports people in their own homes in 
the six weeks following discharge 
from hospital. 

They are employed by Labour-
run Birmingham City Council 
(BCC) and are striking against 
plans that will effectively demolish 
the service. 

The council wants to cut £2 mil-
lion from a much-needed service 
which enables people to live inde-
pendently at home. 

The low-paid workers—most 
of them women—have struck for  
17 days since January. Initially 
the dispute was about a new rota 
system and 40 percent job cuts. 

But since then, council bosses 
have managed to slash jobs by  
48 percent—and are trying to axe 
more. 

They want the equivalent of 55 
jobs to go, and all other care work-
ers to be forced onto part-time 
contracts.

This means more work will be 
tendered out to the private sector, 
and posts filled by those with less 
training and experience than the 
council home carers. 

The cuts to hours will devastate 
the workers, pushing many of them 
into poverty. 

And the irregular shift patterns 
will mean they won’t be able to hold 
second jobs—which many have 
taken in order to survive. 

Sharon Lawrence is a single 
mother and has worked for BCC for 
15 years.

Stability
She said the threat to her job makes 
her worry about her financial sta-
bility—and that it’s already having 
an impact on her and her daughter.

“I don’t know if she’s going 
to have any Christmas presents 
to open this year—I really don’t 
know,” she said. 

“During the six-weeks’ holiday 
we’re normally going away and 
doing little camping trips and days 
out. 

“But I haven’t been able to do any 
of that because I don’t know what 
the future holds.”

The  home  ca re r s  vo ted 

unanimously at a members’ meeting 
for more strikes, which will prob-
ably take place later this month. 

Prentis needs to turn his words 
into action. He must put Unison’s 
considerable finances and political 
clout into supporting the strikers. 

Coordinated action in BCC and 
beyond could raise the profile of 
the dispute and shame bosses into 
backing off. 

The care workers cannot be left 
to fight this important battle alone. 
Every trade unionist should think 
about what they are doing to ensure 
their success. 
Send messages of support to  
info@birminghamunison.co.uk 
Make cheques payable to Birmingham 
Unison and make clear it’s for the 
hardship fund. Contact Birmingham 
Unison to arrange a home carer to 
speak at your union meeting

On other pages...
Union leaders—managers of 
discontent >>Pages 14&15

Stop hostile health practice
HEALTH campaigners 
plan to protest outside the 
annual general meeting of 
Barts Health NHS Trust on 
Wednesday of next week.

The east London hospitals 
trust is making up to  
100 enquiries a day to the 
Home Office about patients.

This involves sharing 
patients’ information with 
immigration officials. The 
Home Office could then 
use the details to deport 
or detain migrants. 

Barts Health took part in 
a pilot of 20 trusts checking 
patients’ passports. 

The pilot ended last 
October, but the trust is 
continuing the practice.

Many migrants from outside 
the European Union are not 
entitled to free health care 
under the Tories’ “hostile 
environment” policy. 

The lobby outside Mile End 
hospital has been organised 
by the North East London 
Save Our NHS group. 

An open letter launched by 
the campaign calls on Barts 
Health to “stop asking patients 
for ID, suspend upfront 
charging and stop collaborating 
with the hostile environment”. 
Join the protest—Wed 12 September, 
5.15pm–8.15pm, Mile End Hospital 
E1 4DG. Go to Facebook event Lobby 
of Barts Health: End the hostile 
environment. Details at bit.ly/
BartsProtest Sign the open letter at  
bit.ly/Barts4All

IN BRIEF
Rise in short 
term housing
COUNCILS IN England spent 
£937 million last year on 
temporary accommodation to 
house homeless households. 

That’s an increase of  
56 percent over the past five 
years.

The council with the highest 
temporary accommodation bill 
is Newham in east London. It 
spent over £60 million. 

London’s 33 local authorities 
account for 78 percent of all 
temporary accommodation 
expenses in the last year. 

Local authorities are 
increasingly using temporary 
accommodation rather than 
council homes. 

And London councils are 
shipping people out of the city 
to live isolated from friends, 
family and support networks to 
save money.

New Tory drive 
for privatisation
THE TORIES are trying to 
push Right to Buy on housing 
association tenants in the 
Midlands. 

It’s part of a pilot scheme 
that could be rolled out 
nationally. 

If successful, it could provide 
another path for the government 
to drive privatisation further into 

the housing association sector. 
The Housing and Planning 

Act 2016 tried to introduce 
Right to Buy to housing 
associations, but it was fought 
to a standstill by tenants and 
campaigners.

The Treasury has set aside 
£200 million to push its 
privatisation agenda.

FIGURE IT OUT
 69  percent—the fall 

in the number of 
council houses in 
England since 1980

 23  percent—the rise 
in the number of 
people privately 
renting since 2010

 97  percent—the fall 
in the number of 
new ‘social’, or 
affordable, homes 
that have been built 
since 2010

BIRMINGHAM HOME carers 
have struck for 17 days since 
January to defend their jobs 
and a crucial service.  
Some 50 strikers met with 
Unison general secretary Dave 
Prentis (left) last week, and 
he pledged the union’s full 
support  Pictures: unison

Fighting Tory housing privatisation
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Anti-racists 
organise in 
Germany 
after attack
Christine Buchholz, MP for left party 
Die Linke, spoke to Socialist Worker 
about how to confront the far right 

THE FASCISTS and racists want 
to take to the streets to spread 
fear and hatred—it’s crucial we 
do not let them. 

The racist and fascist mobilisation 
in Chemnitz, eastern Germany, just 
over a week ago was a shock to many 
people all over the country.

But 1,000 people came out in 
Chemnitz the  day after to stand 
against them.

The far right Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) party and Pegida 
street movement called for a demon-
stration in Chemnitz last Saturday. 
Bjorn Hocke came—he’s one of the 
key fascist figures in the AfD.

Around 4-5,000 people demon-
strated last Saturday against them. 
They blocked the route. The Nazis 
could only walk a quarter of it.

This was a broad counter mobi-
lisation supported by Aufstehen 
Gegen Rassismus (Stand Against 
Racism), Die Linke, the Labour-type 
SPD, the Green Party and others, 
including refugees, migrants and 
Muslims. 

On Monday 70,000 people went 
to a concert in Chemnitz, with many 
bands, including anti-racist punk 
band Die Toten Hosen.

We have an Aufstehen Gegen 
Rassismus group in Chemnitz that 
is busy organising people in its anti-
racist campaign. Aufstehen Gegen 
Rassismus had its annual activist 
conference in Frankfurt last week-
end. We showed solidarity with 
anti-fascists in Chemnitz. 

On Saturday 15,000 took part 
in a Rock Against Racism concert 
organised by trade unions and 
others in Frankfurt.

Violent
The fact that the AfD entered the 
federal parliament in November 
encourages the violent Nazi scene. 

There are many links between the 
AfD and the hardcore Nazi scene, 
and the Nazis within AfD have got 
stronger over the last four years.

We have seen an increase in 
racism against Muslims over the 
last few years. 

The federal interior minister, 

Horst Seehofer of the conservative 
CSU party, has said that Islam does 
not belong in Germany. And now 
he’s attacking refugees and tried to 
put them into detention centres. 

Politicians like him are also 
responsible for the growth of racist 
attacks. There is massive potential 
for anti-racist mobilisation. 

Murders
We had attacks on refugee houses 
in the early 1990s, we had murders 
and pogroms. 

There was broad anti-racist and 
anti-fascist activity, which isolated 
the Nazis and also pushed back the 
far right Republican party. 

Ordinary people organised mass 
vigils and demonstrations with can-
dles. Chains of lit candles illumi-
nated many cities. 

Important struggles against 
Nazi marches were organised. This 
changed the atmosphere in society.

It’s also quite hopeful that refu-
gees and Muslims took part in the 
demonstration in Chemnitz last 
week.

We will stand in solidarity with 
refugees and Muslims and build 
the fights against racism. And we 
have to increase our mobilisations 
against racists, Nazis and the AfD 
all over the country.

BACK STORY
Nazis have mobilised thousands 
in Chemnitz in the past week
lThey are building on the racism 
coming from the mainstream
lGerman chancellor Angela 
Merkel has moved right in 
response to challenges
lMoves like this have given the 
Nazis and the far right more 
confidence, not less
lAnti-racists are mobilising to 
stop them on the streets

Idlib attack deepens bloody Syria war
THE SYRIAN regime was gearing 
up for its final assault on rebels 
this week—beginning one of its 
final acts in its long and bloody 
counter-revolution.

The province of Idlib, which 
the regime is preparing to 
assault, is the last real rebel 
stronghold.

The civil war began after a 
popular democratic uprising 
in 2011—part of a wave of 
revolutions that were spreading 
across the Middle East.

The Syrian regime of Bashar 
al-Assad responded by trying to 
drown the revolution in blood. 
It laid siege to the centres of the 
revolution, turning it into a civil 
war.

Today 
Syria 

has become the site of a proxy 
war fought by various armed 
groups—many with little to do 
with the original uprising—
backed by competing global 
powers.

The assault on Idlib could kill 
thousands of ordinary Syrians. 

But the US and Britain who 
oppose Assad don’t care about 
the lives of ordinary people.

As the assault loomed, they 
were more concerned about the 
presence of Russian and Iranian 
militaries supporting Assad, and 
their control of the region.

Racist goes on Australia tour 
FORMER UKIP leader 
Nigel Farage faced 
protests last weekend 
as he began a week-
long tour of Australia 
and New Zealand.

In Perth dozens 
of protesters 
heckled people 
as they arrived to 
hear Farage. Some 
shouted, “Nazi 
scum—off our 
streets.”

He praised US 

president Donald 
Trump and called 
fascist Tommy 
Robinson “brave” 
during his speech. 
But Farage also 
said Robinson was 
unwise.

Distanced
Similarly, he praised 
the leader of 
Australia’s right wing 
One Nation Party 
Pauline Hanson, but 

distanced himself at 
the same time.

“Being against 
Islamism is the right 
place to be,” he said. 
“But putting yourself 
in a position where 
you are taking on a 
holy war against the 
religion of Islam is a 
mistake.

“If we do it we will 
lose. To win a big 
fight you sometimes 
have to box clever.”

ANTI-FASCISTS IN Chemnitz. The placard says ‘Racism is no alternative’

Pound shop Enoch Powell—Trump’s 
toady is on tour in Australia

On other pages
Chemnitz—A warning from 
Germany >>Pages 10&11
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Football lads 
are bigots
THERE IS clear evidence 
from around the world 
of extensive sexual 
abuse and cruelty by 
representatives of the 
Catholic church.

These crimes were 
known about and 
systematically covered 
up by both the religious 
authorities and their 
political accomplices. 

Perhaps the Football 
Lads Alliance would 
organise a protest 
against it, or would that 
undermine their racist 
bigotry?

John Murphy
Stockport

Is G4S mates 
with Tories?
I WONDER how 
many Tories are G4S 
shareholders. These 
scumbags have screwed 
us time and time again.

Tony Webb
On Facebook

No radioactive 
mud in Cardiff
ON BANK Holiday 
Monday over 500 people 
protested outside the 
Senedd—the Welsh 
Assembly building—in 
Cardiff. 

The Welsh government 
has granted EDF Energy 
a license to dump 
300,000 tonnes of 
radioactive mud on our 
shores. The plans must 
be scrapped.

Phil Knight
Swansea

Was Oliver 
being a jerk?
I DON’T get why people 
took Jamie Oliver’s jerk 
rice dish so badly. 

Laura Marr
On Facebook

Wonga aren’t 
loan sharks
DESPICABLE though 
they are, Brighthouse 
and Wonga are not loan 
sharks (Socialist Worker, 
29 August).

Loan sharks visit 
debtors at home using 
threats, intimidation and 
actual physical violence 
to enforce payment.  

Calling Brighthouse a 
loan shark is like calling 
Donald Trump a Nazi— 
tempting, but doing so 
undermines what the 
word actually means.  
And apart from anything 
else—it makes Socialist 
Worker look naive.

Helen Rogers
Manchester

Just a 
thought...

Councillors are victorious 

 Fighting for equality within our council
AS RECENTLY elected 
female Labour and Coop-
erative councillors, we are 
determined to move West 
Oxfordshire District Council 
into the 21st century. 

We started by requesting 
female councillors not have 
their marriage status 
prefixed to their name in 
council minutes.

Traditionally the minutes 
assumed councillors to be 
male, so male councillors 
were listed by their name, 
whereas female councillors 
were identified by Ms, Mrs 
and Miss. 

This was evidence of 
larger structural 

inequalities which exist 
beneath the surface. And 
we wanted to create a more 
equal environment which 
would be visible in every 
council document. 

After requesting Ms be 
removed from our names in 

all minutes, we still had to 
gain permission to be 
addressed as we wished. 

We hope this encourages 
other women to stand for 
office in the knowledge 
they will be treated fairly 
and equally in our council.

This may be considered 
small, but it’s an incredibly 
important and rewarding 
change. We’ve come a long 
way with gender rights, but 
these everyday inequalities 
will hold us back unless 
challenged. We look 
forward to seeing many 
more women winning seats.

Rosa Bolger and Merilyn Davies
West Oxfordshire District Council

 No profit  
 in the NHS
YOUR ARTICLE Privatisa-
tion bonanza for billionaire 
Branson while NHS faces 
cash crisis (Socialist 
Worker, 8 August) failed to 
paint an accurate picture of 
Virgin Care and your article 
contained a number of 
inaccuracies.  

Virgin Care has won a 
number of contracts but 
most require substantial 
investment and work to 
improve the services, which 
Virgin Care is now carrying 
out.

There is no “privatisation 
bonanza” as you state and 
Virgin Care were never 
involved in the 
Cambridgeshire contract 
(£335 million) mentioned 
in your article.

 Sir Richard Branson is 
not “profiteering” from any 
NHS contracts. 

In fact, the Virgin Group 
has invested over  
£30 million in Virgin Care. 

This investment in 
people and technology has 
supported doctors and 
nurses in their jobs, 
significantly reduced 
waiting lists and made a 
real difference to patients 
and their families across 
the UK. 

Neither Richard Branson 
nor Virgin Care has ever 
made a profit from the 
NHS.

Richard has pledged that 
if and when he could take a 
dividend from Virgin 
Care—over and above his 
interest free investment—
he will put 100 percent of 
money back into the NHS, 
with front line employees 
deciding how best to spend 
it. 

Richard has not and does 
not intend to ever take a 
penny of profit out of the 
NHS.

Nick Fox
Virgin Group

Don’t let nationalism 
win in the scallop wars
TORY environment 
secretary Michael Gove and 
assorted right wingers are 
seizing the opportunity for 
a nationalistic rant about 
French scallop dredgers. 

This came after clashes 
between French and British 
boats off the coast of 
Normandy. 

The French fisherfolk 
were understandably angry 
because they observe a ban 
imposed by the French state 
on dredging at this time of 
year.

This allows some 
recovery of stock and of 

marine life on the seabed—
but the British scallop-
dredgers barged in anyway.

Scallop-dredging is 
horribly destructive. 

The beam that is dragged 
across the seabed kills half 
of all marine life in its path. 

There needs to be a 
massive de-escalation of 
this method of seafood 
harvesting.

British-registered ships 
should agree to partial bans 
that are imposed from time 
to time by individual states.

Mike Killian
Manchester

Palestinian refugees must 
have a right to return home
THERE WAS more evidence last 
week that the full support Donald 
Trump’s administration is giving to 
the occupation and ethnic 
cleansing of Palestine is 
unprecedented.

In under two years of his 
administration, Trump has made a 
series of steps to silence and 
undermine Palestinian rights and 
fair requests.

The US moved its embassy to 
Jerusalem and declared it the 
capital of Israel. This was followed 
by the US withdrawing from the 
UN Human Rights Council over 
presumed anti-Israel bias.

Trump has slashed £230 million 
in funding for the United Nations 
Refugee and Work Agency 

(UNRWA). And just last week Nikki 
Haley, US ambassador to the 
United Nations, questioned the 
right of return for Palestinians.

She said UNRWA should “change 
the number of refugees to an 
accurate account”. 

There are an estimated five 
million Palestinian refugees. Most 
are descendants of those who were 
forcibly removed from their land 
70 years ago. 

The aim of Haley’s comment is 
to undermine the Palestinian right 
of return and their entitlement, as 
refugees, to international 
protection. 

This comes after 70 years of 
injustice during which 
Palestinians’ homes and lands 

have been stolen, and their human 
rights violated. This is part of a 
“peace process” where the only 
solution imagined is the continued 
displacement of Palestinians. 

Their rights, culture and 
memories are denied for the sake 
of the occupying entity.

For Trump’s gang their physical 
displacement is not enough, now 
they wish to make them disappear 
politically too.

It is time for the Palestinians not 
to be refugees anymore—not 
because Trump says so, but 
because it is time for them to go 
home. Palestinians will return, like 
it or not.

Gabriella Ibba
South London



Several thousand Nazis went on the rampage against 
migrants and left wingers in Chemnitz, eastern Germany, 
on the August bank holiday weekend. Gabi Engelhardt 
from Aufstehen Gegen Rassismus (Stand Against Racism) 
Chemnitz spoke to the Marx21 socialist magazine about 
what’s fuelled the far right—and how to push it back

A WARNING 
FROM  
GERMANY

SW: How significant are the Nazi 
mobilisations in Chemnitz?
GE: What happened in Chemnitz is 
an absolute shock.

The pictures of violent Nazi 
hordes, chasing and injuring 
“foreigners” and leftists on Sunday 
26 August, are unbearable.

And on their demonstration the 
following day, they gave the Hitler 
salute and chanted, “Germany for 
the Germans—foreigners out.”

They attacked the anti-fascist 
counter demonstration and 
journalists.

We managed to mobilise 1,500 
people against them—despite the 
pogrom mood and warnings of 
right wing violence. That was an 
important beginning, but we were 
outnumbered by the right.

SW: What triggered the far right 
violence?
GE: At the end of the city festival 
on Sunday morning there was a 
dispute between several people, 
which resulted in two injuries and 
one death.

The far right Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) party and other 
right wingers immediately suggested 
that the victim was trying to protect 
a woman. 

They related the crime to refugees 
and sexual assaults on women—
despite the police denying it was 
about sexual assault.

The party said that women “can 
no longer dare to go onto the streets 
alone” and that “Arab culture” does 
not “belong to us”. 

They claim that refugees are 
particularly misogynist, but sexism 

and violence are not imported 
goods.

The AfD’s statements have 
nothing to do with sympathy for 
victims of sexual violence.

SW: Which groups are behind the 
mobilisations?
GE: The whole far right scene in 
the state of Saxony, which has a 
population of over four million, 
mobilised.

At first the AfD called for a 
“demonstration against violence” 
for the Sunday of the bank holiday 
weekend.

The right wing CFC football club 
ultras from Kaotic Chemnitz also 
called their supporters onto the 
streets.

The march last Monday was 
announced by a group called Pro 
Chemnitz, but other far right parties 
and networks shared the call.

The AfD has 
prepared the 
ground for the 
Nazis to dare to 
march openly

‘‘ 

by far right extremists throughout 
Saxony. 

And at the height of the refugee 
crisis in 2015, it was calculated that 
they committed seven crimes per 
day.

The 2015 racist riots in Freital, 
Heidenau, Chemnitz-Einsiedel, 
Bautzen and Clausnitz were 
reported in the national media. 
But the everyday right wing terror 
that lies behind them receives little 
attention.

SW: Why is the right so strong?
GE: One reason is certainly the 
conservative Christian Democrat 
(CDU) state government in Saxony.

In the past, it has downplayed 
the threat, claiming that there is 
no problem with racism or Nazis in 
Saxony.

At the same time, the Saxon 
CDU is one of the most right wing 
regional associations within the 
national party.

By whipping up racism against 

Austerity
boosted  
the right 
THE RISE of the AfD and the 
far right comes against the 
backdrop of Germany’s social 
market model hollowing out.  

The German ruling class 
relied on a “social partnership” 
between the state, bosses and 
unions. 

Yet under pressure from 
global capitalist competition, 
it has increasingly adopted 
free market reforms, such as 
suppressing workers’ wages.

This has caused big 
problems for the Labour-type 
Social Democratic Party (SPD), 
which has haemorrhaged 
support at the polls.

In the 2000s under 
chancellor Gerhard Schröder 
the SPD spearheaded the 
liberalisation of the labour 
market. And since 2005 the 
SPD has three times joined a 
“grand coalition” with Angela 
Merkel’s conservative bloc.

Throughout this period 
the SPD has been part of 
pushing through austerity and 
privatisation. In the poorer 
parts of former East Germany, 
free market shock therapy 
hammered living standards. 

Significant
It’s significant that the AfD 
took 23 percent of the vote in 
federal parliamentary elections 
in the former East last 
November. 

In Saxony, where the AfD 
topped the poll with 27 percent 
of the vote, the SPD scraped 
into fourth place.

Many of the AfD’s votes 
came from the right wing CDU. 
But the result showed the 
SPD’s total inability to mobilise 
people behind a progressive 
alternative.

The left wing Die Linke, 
which has been at the forefront 
of fighting austerity, racism 
and the far right, came third.

But in Berlin, Brandenburg 
and Thuringia in the former 
East, Die Linke has been part 
of state governments that 
backed privatisation.

This blunted its ability 
to put forward a radical 
alternative. 

Who’s who  
on the right? 
Alternative for 
Germany (AfD)
The far right AfD party scored 
a breakthrough at the federal 
parliamentary elections last 
November.

It won 12.6 percent of the vote 
and has 92 MPs.

The AfD began as an alliance 
of right wing conservatives, 

racist populists and fascists 
that focused on scapegoating 
Muslims and refugees. 

The party’s rightward shift has 
accelerated since November’s 
elections.

Around half of its MPs are 
Nazis or are linked to Nazi 
groups. And a few high-profile 
conservative figures quit the 
party last year, citing growing 
influence of the fascist wing 
within local branches and the 
leadership.

The AfD grew out of a general 
shift to the right in German 
society in the wake of the 

refugee crisis.
Germany’s conservative CDU 

chancellor Angela Merkel was 
forced to let in one million Syrian 
refugees in 2015. 

The far right and racists went 
on the attack over immigration—
and Merkel made concessions to 
their arguments. 

Christian Democrats
The Christian Democrats’ 
conservative bloc is made up of 
the Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) and the Christian Social 
Union (CSU).

The CDU organises throughout 

Germany apart from in the 
southern state of Bavaria, where 
its CSU sister party has full 
autonomy.

The two have been part of an 
alliance since 1949, but  
tensions over immigration 
threatened to split them earlier 
this year.

Federal interior minister, 
Horst Seehofer of the CSU, said 
he would resign unless Merkel 
imposed border controls. 

His grandstanding was 
designed to outflank the AfD in 
state parliamentary elections 
this autumn.

GABI ENGELHARDT (right) on an anti-racist protest last week

Muslims and refugees, former prime 
minister Stanislaw Tillich has rolled 
out the fascist “brown carpet” for 
the AfD and Nazis. The far right has 
been able to build massively.

SW: What must happen now in 
Chemnitz to stop the far right?
GE: The democratic forces and 
parties in Chemnitz have to come 
together. They range from  
left party Die Linke, the 
Greens, the Labour-
type SPD and the 
unions to Muslim, 
Jewish and Christian 
groups, migrant 
organisations and other 
civil society initiatives.

We need a broad 
alliance to combat the 
racist agitation.

We need to revive a 
strong tradition of anti-
fascist counter-mobilisations 
that we have been cultivating 
in Chemnitz since 1990. And 
we must not let the racists and 
right wingers be on the streets.

The Nazis must realise that 
large numbers of people aren’t 
just against their views, but are 
ready to actively stand in their 
way. Unfortunately, we were too 
few to stop the march on Monday 
27 August. The Nazis want to 
march again—but we will be there.

And Aufstehen Gegen Rassismus 
(Stand Against Racism) will not 
stop mobilising against the racists 
and Nazis.
This is an edited version of a translated 
interview from the Marx21 socialist 
magazine in Germany

We need to revive a 
strong tradition of 
anti-fascist 
counter 
mobilisations 

‘‘ 

SW: What is Pro Chemnitz?
GE: The “pro-citizen” movements 
came out of the failed Nazi group 
German League for People and 
Homeland in the 1990s.

The term “citizen’s movement” 
is intended to give their racist and 
nationalist activities a bourgeois 
facade.

The groups have some 
conservatives in their ranks, such 
as in Chemnitz, where the group 
was co-founded by former Christian 
Democrat (CDU) member Reinhold 
Breede. But Nazi cadres determine 
the direction.

Pro Chemnitz has had three 
councillors since 2014.

Their council group leader is 
Martin Kohlmann, who has been 
active on the Nazi scene for decades. 
He has strong connections to the 
far right National Democratic Party 
(NPD) in Saxony.

And he is linked to the 
“Kamaradschaft” fascist street-
fighting groups, the hooligan and 
right wing music scenes.

SW: Was the whole mobilisation 
made up of Nazis?
GE: No, certainly not. But the 
organising core is made up of Nazi 
cadres, who tried to gain political 
influence and strengthen their 
organisation from the tragic events.

And they partially succeeded.

SW: What role does the AfD 
branch in Chemnitz play in the 
marches?
GE: The AfD has prepared the 
ground for the Nazis to dare to 
march openly through the city—its 
policies act like a fire lighter.

For several years, the AfD in 
Chemnitz has been railing against 
Muslims and refugees. The entire 

party has become a reservoir for 
fascists and nationalists.

After the events last Sunday, AfD 
MP Markus Frohnmaier tweeted, 
“If the state can no longer protect 
citizens, people go out on the street 
and protect themselves. Today it is a 
civic duty to stop deadly migration!”

Officially the AfD distanced 
themselves from the Nazis, but 
prominent figures in the party called 
for protest. 

And Chemnitz has a well-
connected right wing scene, which 
AfD members and officials belong 
to.

SW: How big is the right wing 
scene in Saxony?
GE: Throughout the state of Saxony, 
the far right are optimistic. The 
AfD won 27 percent of the vote in 
Saxony in the federal parliamentary 
elections last November, making it 

the strongest party in terms of votes 
in the state.

The AfD’s proportion of the 
vote has tripled since elections to 
Saxony’s state parliament in 2014.

The fact that Saxony became the 
stronghold of the AfD is also due 
to the increased strength of the far 
right there.

The National Socialist 
Underground fascist terrorist group 
hid in Saxony in the 1990s and 
2000s. For more than a decade the 
NPD could count on over 5 percent 
of the vote in Saxony—and broke 
into the state parliament with  
9.2 percent in 2004.  

And more recently we were 
at the epicentre of marches by 
the Islamophobic Pegida street 
movement.

In no other state do Nazis commit 
more crimes. From 2011 to 2016 
10,269 offences were committed Nazi salutes in Chemnitz

Fascists on the march in Chemnitz last week
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: SOUTH
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,SW9 7PH
NORWICH
Capitalism vs the climate
Thu 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Marxism and religion
Wed 12 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,AB10 1JS
BIRMINGHAM
What do socialists say 
about free speech?
Wed 12 Sep, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
China and capitalism today
Thu 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Why are our union 
leaders not fighting?
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Can we stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,CF24 4HX
DONCASTER
Where does racism come 
from and how do we fight it?
Tue 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street,DN1 3NJ
EDINBURGH
Venezuela, crisis 
and socialism
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Is revolution possible 
in Britain today?
Thu 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,G1 5QT
HARLOW
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Thu 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,CM18 6BX

HUDDERSFIELD
Why Israel is a racist state
Wed 12 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade 
(near both train and bus 
stations),HD1 5JP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Trump, racism and 
the far right—how do 
we turn the tide?
Thu 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Turkey, Syria and 
Kurdish liberation
Thu 13 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
Tories in crisis—how 
can the left gain?
Wed 12 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Chile 1973—a warning 
from history
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: NEWHAM
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Wed 12 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTH
An introduction to the 
Communist Manifesto
Wed 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton,SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Aretha Franklin—preaching 
the gospel of liberation
Wed 12 Sep, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road,
E3 5AT
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
100 years since the 
German Revolution
Wed 12 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
The fight against 
racism—music, politics 
and civil rights
Thu 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
PLYMOUTH
Corbynomics and the fight 
against climate change
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
SCARBOROUGH
Venezuela, crisis 
and socialism
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

ST ALBANS
Aretha Franklin—preaching 
the gospel of liberation
Tue 11 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Church Hall (upstairs),
1 Beaconsfield Rd 
(near St Albans City station),
AL1 3RD
SWANSEA
Boris Johnson, the Tories 
and Islamophobia
Thu 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Is a democratically-run 
economy possible?
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, 
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Why is the working class the 
most revolutionary class?
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
How can we stop the rise of 
the far right across Europe?
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET
Fighting the alt right
Sun 9 Sep, 1.30pm, 
Reading Room,
Shire Hall Museum,
High West St,
Dorchester,
DT1 1UY.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
NATIONAL
Protest at the Tory 
party conference 
Sat 29 Sep, 11am, 
Victoria Sq, Birmingham.  
Called by Midlands TUC and 
the People’s Assembly to 
demand no more austerity, a 
£10 an hour minimum wage, 
proper NHS funding and repeal 
of the Trade Union Act. 
Go to bit.ly/ToryConf18 
for more details

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Opposing the rise 
of the far right
Tue 11 Sep, 7pm, 
Islington Town Hall,
Committee Room 1,
Upper St, 
N1 2UD
Speakers: Michael Rosen, 
Rakhia Ismail, Steve Hedley, 
Dave Gilchrist, Claudia Webbe
LONDON: SOUTH
The far right on the rise—
how can we stop them?
Tue 11 Sep, 7pm, 
Balham Baptist  Church,
SW12 8QX
NATIONAL
Confronting racism and 
fascism—international 
conference
Sat 20 Oct, 
10am-5.30pm, 
Friends House,  
Euston Road,
NW1 2NBJ.
Go to bit.ly/RacismConference

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

DUNDEE
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

EXETER
Thu 20 Sep, 7pm, 
The Exeter peace shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
William Morris Community 
Centre, 6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ

LONDON: WEST
Thu 13 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,NG1 3FN

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 13 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), S1 2JB

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 12 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

Socialism, anti-racism and 
resistance today

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.
co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 
Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker (Britain)

THE GIGANTIC march against Donald Trump in London in July   Picture: Guy Smallman
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Music plays on in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina
FILM
ONE NOTE AT A TIME
Directed by Renee Edwards 
On limited release now

THIS IS the story of 
struggling artists in 
New Orleans and their 
resilience. The film 
explores how a passion 
for live music drove 
musicians and the 
surrounding community to 
nurture its history in the 
city. A medical clinic for 
musicians is the film’s focal 
point. 

It’s a place which helps 

poor artists survive.
Now they face the 

disastrous impact of 
Hurricane Katrina and the 
negligence of the US state. 

After Katrina the clinic 
was given a three year 
grant which is in its last 
year. People across the 
city continue to support 
the clinic with their own 
donations. 

For a lot of artists in 
the city, music is all they 
have and after Katrina, the 
destruction of live music 
venues had a huge impact. 

The documentary shows 
music venue Snug Harbor 

to be one of the most lively 
venues. It continues to 
platform an array of artists, 
including those who find 
music to be an escape from 
poverty and an outlet for 
their frustrations.

Survive
The film asks if, with 
people struggling to 
survive, whether music 
will survive in the city. 

The federal government 
remains silent at a time 
when the grant for the 
musicians clinic is in need 
of renewal. 

Jazz and Blues,  

self-expression and the 
preservation of artists and 
their music are the blood 
that pumps through the 
veins of New Orleans. 

One Note at a Time 
shows that keeping the 
city and its artists alive is 
not automatic, it takes a 
collective effort. 

The clinic, the venues, 
the artists and their music 
are neglected by the state.

But they are protected 
by the people for who 
making and listening 
to music is a matter of 
survival.
Saba Shiraz

A hot romance for Cold War 
musicians in new Polish epic
Captivating performances and musical talent in a context of peasants and 
modernisation makes for interesting viewing, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans
AT THE height of the Cold War 
Eastern Europe’s New Wave cinema 
prodded at the absurdities of life in 
the “socialist” bloc. Director Pawel 
Pawlikowski’s latest film plays to 
the best of the genre. 

Beginning in 1940s Poland after 
the Second World War, Cold War 
charts the relationship of musicians 
Zula Lichon (Joanna Kulig) and 
Wiktor Warski (Tomasz Kot). 

Their fatal attraction straddles the 
Iron Curtain, from the barbed wire 
and checkpoints of East Berlin to the 
smoke-filled jazz bars of 1950s Paris.

Wiktor and Irena are colleagues 
touring the war-torn countryside of 
1940s Poland in search of the best 
peasant music. 

Their field recordings of village 
folk make for haunting listening at 
the beginning, with songs of sadness, 
struggle and dignity.

Pawlikowski has made a great 
effort to visually recreate Polish soci-
ety throughout that period. And, 
alongside the monochrome cinema-
tography, it seems like a conscious 
nod to the New Wave’s use of real 
people in films. 

As Wiktor and Irena press on 
through the winter countryside, 
the frost is setting in across the 
Eastern Bloc. Lech Kaczmarek—their 
Communist Party supervisor—sits 
uneasily in the van with them.

Folklore
The country’s new Stalinist regime 
needs to shore up a base of power. 
And, like many of the Eastern Bloc 
states, it welded a romanticised 
view of peasant culture, folklore and 
nationalism to its project of rapid 
modernisation.

Wiktor and Irena are recruit-
ing for the all-singing, all-dancing 

Mazurek Ensemble. Those village 
folk who made it through the audi-
tions are brought to an old country 
house to what looks like a Stalinist 
version of Poland’s Got Talent. The 
very best will be showcased by the 
regime. 

Being the authentic peasant article 
isn’t what matters here.

Zula sings a ripped-off song from 
a Russian film and obviously didn’t 
grow up in Slavic rural idiocy. 

But she fits the regime’s view of a 
happy maiden—and she is hired to 
join the troupe. Pawlikowski’s shots 
are as well-crafted and choreographed 

as Mazurek’s performances. Their first 
show is a success. A fumble in the 
toilet marks the beginning of Zula and 
Wiktor’s love affair. 

As their success grows the 
Communist authorities demand 
more open propaganda from the 
group. Kaczmarek suggests throwing 
in a “number about the leader of the 
world proletariat”—Russian dictator 
Joseph Stalin.

The Ensemble goes to the World 
Festival of Youth in East Berlin.

Wiktor and Zula are separated 
when he goes towards the bright 
lights of bohemian decadence in West 

Berlin, although they continue to see 
each other for years afterwards.

There is an obvious imbalance of 
power in their relationship and the 
film doesn’t entirely skirt over it. 

Zula is unhappy as her whole 
career comes across as a projection 
of Wiktor’s own ambitions for her.

Peace seems impossible right up 
to the end of the film.

Pawlikowski’s film-making ability, 
Kulig’s and Kot’s performances and 
the breadth of musical talent make 
it worth watching for all audiences.

Cold War is on limited release

ZULA AND Wiktor

Playing on

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Marxism and Mental 
Distress 
Iain Ferguson

2  After Grenfell—how we 
can fight for justice
Alistair Farrow

3  Alt-Right—From 4chan 
to the White House
Simon Hannah

4 ‘Kill all the Gentlemen’
Martin Empson

5 For the Many— 
Preparing Labour for 
Power 
Ken Loach, Jon Lansman and 
Mike Phipps  

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Visit the shop at 1 Bloomsbury 
Street, London WC1B 3QE

TELEVISION
BLACK EARTH RISING
Written and directed by  
Hugo Blick 
On BBC2 at 9pm on  
10 September

BLACK EARTH Rising 
tells the story of the 
fictional trial of one of the 
instigators of the Rwandan 
genocide.

At the centre of the 
action in Hugo Blick’s 
new thriller is Kate Ashby, 
played by Michaela Coel. 

Ashby is rescued from 
the Rwandan genocide as 
a child by international 
criminal lawyer Eve Ashby. 

Also starring is John 
Goodman of The Big 
Lebowski.

The series is set to deal 

with “issues of justice, guilt 
and self-determination”. 

But it remains to be seen 
whether it will examine 
the brutal Belgian colonial 
regime that set the stage 
for genocide by dividing 
the country along ethnic 
lines.

“The past isn’t dead, 
it isn’t even past,” said 
Blick. Let’s hope he has the 
presence of mind to look 
far enough into the past.

Goodman and Coel
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READ MORE
lMarxism and Trade 
Union Struggle—the 
General Strike of 1926 
by Tony Cliff and  
Donny Gluckstein  
£9.99

lStriking debates 
by Paul McGarr in the 
International Socialism 
journal   
bit.ly/StrikingDebates

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

declared, industry would have 
been almost as much para-
lysed by unauthorised strikes,” 
said Labour leader Ramsay 
MacDonald.

General strikes are political 
and can develop into a confron-
tation with the state that raises 
the question of who runs soci-
ety. For union leaders, this is 
terrifying.

Nine days into the General 
Strike, on the day that another 
half a million workers joined it, 
the TUC general council unani-
mously voted to call it off. They 
had won nothing. Instead they 
accepted that miners would 
have to lose pay—the very issue 
the strike was about.

C
HRIS  Ha rman 
wrote in Days 
of Hope, “The 
Br i t i sh  ru l i ng 
class got its way. 
Workers lost the 

faith that they could challenge 
the powers-that-be.

“The union leaders survived 
but on the basis of collabora-
tion with the employers, nego-
tiating one wage reduction after 
another, exerting themselves 
to the full to prevent renewed 
class conflict.”

The same fear of workers’ 
action stopped strikes in 1919. 
A wave of militant strikes was 
sweeping the country just two 
years after revolution had 
erupted in Russia.

The leaders of the three big-
gest unions, known as the Triple 
Alliance, met with prime minis-
ter David Lloyd George. He told 
them, “We are at your mercy.”

He added, “If a force arises 
which is stronger than the state, 
then it must be ready to take on 
the functions of the state or with-
draw.” The unions surrendered.

Union leaders can and do 
sometimes encourage and lead 
strikes. This is important.

But no union leader can be 
relied upon to fight for workers’ 
interests. 

This doesn’t mean that 
unions are a waste of time.

Most class conscious workers 
are union members, and work-
ers are key to transforming the 
world. Socialists must organise 
alongside them.

The union bureaucracy can’t 
stop all struggle. Unions can 
be pushed to take action. And 
strikes called over one thing 
can spill over into much bigger 
struggles.

Unions can and have won 
gains in specific disputes. The 
presence of a union can put 
bosses off imposing attacks. 

And unions make a difference 
in other ways. 

It mattered, for instance, that 
the TUC called a protest for 
abortion rights in 1979. And it 
is important that unions back 
anti-racist initiatives.

Revolutionaries should inter-
vene in unions to try and raise 
the level of struggle, increase 
the influence of the left and 
increase workers’ democratic 
participation. 

T h e s e  t h i n g s  c a n 
r a i s e  t h e  s e l f - a c t i v i t y  
and confidence of workers.      

T h e  C l y d e  W o r k e r s ’ 
Committee in 1915 spelled out 
the best way to approach union 
leaders. “We will support the 
officials just so long as they 
rightly represent the workers,” 
it said. “But we will act inde-
pendently immediately they 
misrepresent them.”

UNIVERSITY 
workers revolted 
after their UCU 
union leaders 
tried to sell them 
a shoddy deal 
(top) Unison 
union leader 
Dave Prentis 
grandstanding 
over low pay at the 
TUC conference 
in Brighton—he 
then did nothing 
(above)

T
HE TRADES 
U n i o n 
C o n g r e s s 
(TUC), which 
b e g i n s  i t s 
annual  con-

ference this weekend, is 
celebrating its 150th year. 

To mark the occasion, 
the federation of unions 
has put together 150 stories 
that “showcase the amaz-
ing achievements of trade 
unionists”.

There are many less flat-
tering stories it will not be 
dwelling on.

Trade unions are organ-
isations of workers that 
socialists support and build. 
And there are many times 
when unions have led strug-
gles that have won real 
changes for ordinary people.

Yet, unfortunately, the 
history of workers’ struggle 
in Britain often reads like a 
series of defeats aided by 
union leaders. 

Just this year, the UCU 
union threw away a chance 
to score a complete victory 
against bosses over pensions.

Workers at over 60 uni-
versities had struck for 14 
days. The action was popu-
lar and growing stronger. Yet 
the union leadership agreed a 
shoddy deal to end the strikes.

On 30 November 2011 over 
two million workers across 30 
unions struck together against 
a Tory attack on pensions. The 
strike was the biggest in Britain 
for years and was a success.

Within days the main union 
leaders, with the blessing of the 
TUC, had organised to call off 
the action and stop the struggle 
from escalating.

Countless 
There are countless other exam-
ples and, on the surface, they 
seem to make no sense.

Why, when a strike is strong 
and could win, would union 
leaders call it off? 

Wouldn’t they rather take 
credit for a victory than anger 
members by negotiating a poor 
deal?

Yet union leaders block 
struggle time and time again. 
This isn’t because of their per-
sonalities, but their social posi-
tion and the nature of unions 
under capitalism.

Tony Clif f  and Donny 
Gluckstein in their book, 
Marxism and Trade Union 
Struggle—the General Strike of 
1926, described union officials 
as “managers of discontent”.

The bureaucracy “is a dis-
tinct, basically conservative, 
social formation,” they wrote. 
“Like the God Janus, it pre-
sents two faces—it balances 
between the employers and the 
workers.”

The role of union leaders is 
to mediate between bosses and 
workers. They are expected to 
reach compromises and settle 
disputes. They are part of a 
bureaucratic layer that devel-
ops its own interests. 

This bureaucracy becomes 
removed from the workers it is 
supposed to represent. Union 

officials and general secretaries 
don’t face the same pressures 
that workers do. 

They don’t have the same 
relationship with bosses that 
workers do.

They often receive much 
higher salaries and are shielded 
from the harsh reality of capi-
talism. The revolutionary Karl 
Marx argued that “being deter-
mines consciousness”—in other 
words, the day to day reality of 
people’s lives shapes their  ideas.

The improved material 

conditions that union leaders 
enjoy changes how they see the 
world. So does the fact that they 
start to mix in different circles.

The media and politicians 
often lash out at union leaders. 
But at the same time, the state 
co-opts them.

They are invited for dinners 
with ministers and other gov-
ernment officials. Some, such 
as former TUC general secretary 
Brendan Barber, are knighted 
for their services to the system.

As Sidney and Beatrice 

Webb described in the History 
of Trade Unionism, “The sala-
ried officer of a great union is 
courted and flattered by the 
middle class [the bosses].

“He is asked to dine with 
them, and will admire their 
well-appointed houses, the ease 
and luxury of their lives.

“He goes to live in a little 
villa in a lower-middle-class 
suburb, dropping his workmen 
friends. With the habits of his 
new neighbours he adopts more 
and more of their ideas.”

In this situation, large scale 
strikes threaten union lead-
ers’ “respectable” reputations. 
They mean more work, per-
sonal attacks in the media and 
potential arguments with their 
new friends.

But action poses a direct 
threat to the bureaucracy too. 
When workers strike they can 
become more aware of their 
own power and gain confi-
dence. They can start to take 
charge.

This undermines the role of 
union leaders. And action that 
threatens to grow into a bigger 
confrontation with the system 
goes against what union lead-
ers want to do.

U
NION LEAD-
ERS aren’t there 
to  cha l l enge 
capitalism, but 
to work within 
it. They aren’t 

there to end exploitation, but 
to make the terms of it a bit 
better.

This shapes their behaviour 
and ideas. For instance, they 
will generally agree that there 
is a “national interest” that eve-
ryone should protect.

In the run-up to the 1926 
General Strike, rail work-
ers’ union leader and Labour 
MP JH Thomas admitted he’d 
been “grovelling” to find a 
compromise.

He did so out of “duty to the 
country” because the general 
strike was “the greatest calam-
ity for the country”.

But union leaders are in a 
bind. If they are too ineffectual, 
they appear irrelevant and risk 
losing members. So they want 
to win some reforms and beat 
off some attacks.

The best way to do that is 
to call and lead militant strug-
gles. But these struggles could 
get out of the control of the 
bureaucracy.

This was the great fear 
of union leaders during the 
General Strike. The TUC spent 
the run-up to the strike not pre-
paring to make it successful, 
but fighting to avert it.

When it began, The TUC did 
all it could to dampen down 
class consciousness or anger. 
So it encouraged strikers to play 
football with cops, wear their 
war medals and to go to church.

Hamilton Fyfe, editor of the 
TUC-controlled British Worker 
newspaper, said, “Our task is 
to keep the strikers steady and 
quiet.” The TUC didn’t want the 
strike and nor did Labour, but 
they feared the alternative. 

“Had no general strike been 

MANAGING 
 WORKERS’ 
ANGER
The TUC union federation is celebrating 150 years. Workers 
have won many gains through their unions—but their 
leaders have little to be proud of, writes Sadie Robinson

Why would 
union leaders 
call off a strike 
when it’s strong 
and could win? 

‘‘ 
Sir Brendan Barber—
knighted for sellouts
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EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Car bosses’ Brexit threats 
expose their weakness

Alistair Farrow looks 
at why car industry 
fat cats say they might 
move production 
abroad after Brexit

ACCORDING TO the people 
who want to stop or limit 
it, Brexit will change every 
aspect of our lives for the 
worse. They see every 
problem as evidence of this. 

Bosses are more than 
happy to fuel this narrative to 
suit their interests.

The car industry claims 
to be particularly vulnerable 
post-Brexit because it relies 
on just-in-time production 
methods.

Last week Japanese 
ambassador to Britain, Koji 
Tsuruoka, intervened on 
behalf of Japanese bosses 
who have factories in Britain. 

“You want to have an 
assurance that you can trade 
very confidently across 
borders and not to have to 
worry about tariffs,” he said.

He went on to say that 
Nissan would stay in Britain—
thanks to a deal with the 
Tories brokered in October 
2016. The implied threat is 
other Japanese firms could 
pull out if they do not get 
similar beneficial deals. 

Just-in-time production is 
a system where costs are kept 
down because commodities 
such as car parts are 
produced, transported and 
used rapidly. 

A spokesperson for car 
firm Honda said it kept 
enough parts in storage to 
keep its factory in Swindon 
going for 36 hours.

Football
To store enough parts to 
ensure nine days’ production 
would take storage space 
equal to 42 football pitches.

Bosses’ latest argument is 
that border controls will be 
tightened post-Brexit, leading 
to logistical bottlenecks at 
ports such as Dover. 

Holdups in the production 
process would be the result, 
apparently because this 
problem is insurmountable.

People opposed to Brexit 
have seized on this as another 
example of how the vote to 
leave the EU will cause chaos. 

What it actually shows is the 
teetering vulnerability of the 
system—and the potential 
power of workers. 

In a system of production 
where everything is designed 
to be used almost instantly, 
the slightest hiccup in the 
process can be catastrophic.

A week-long strike, 
for instance, would be 
devastating to Honda.

Bosses are emboldened 
to stretch supply chains to 
their limits in part because 
of historically low levels of 
strikes. 

Workers should use their 
power to make their own 
threats to the Tories and 

the bosses. Threats from car 
company fat cats are nothing 
new. 

Bosses regularly say they 
will take their factories to 
other countries if wages get 
too high, production too 
expensive or they feel they’re 
not handed enough tax 
breaks.

Investor
The industry employs over 
850,000 people. “Government 
must take steps to boost 
investor confidence and 
safeguard the thousands of 
jobs,” said Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders 
chief executive Mike Hawes.

The Tories are more than 
willing to offer the incentives.

In 2016 then Brexit 
minister David Davis said, 
“We could do a great deal to 
support the industry. 

“Research support, 
investment tax breaks, lower 
vehicle taxes—there are a 
whole range of possibilities to 
protect the industry.”

Car manufacturers know 
that there is big money to be 
made in Britain. In the year 
to July almost 1,500,000 new 
cars were registered here. 

Whatever Brexit means 
for import tariffs, bosses will 
want access to that market.

And they are not going to 
throw away huge investments 
in equipment and training 
workers. 

Honda’s Swindon factory 
cost it over £250 million.

The bosses’ threats should 
be an opportunity to pull 
the Brexit debate away from 
what is best for capital, 
and towards what is in the 
interests of ordinary people.

THE NISSAN plant in Sunderland

BACK STORY
Bosses are complaining 
about the impact of Brexit
lThey say they’re worried 
about tariffs making 
business more expensive
lSome have done deals 
with the Tories to stay in 
Britain
lTheir threats expose how 
fragile the industry is—and 
how powerful workers are

A week-long 
strike would be 
devastating for  
production in a 
car factory
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Demolition threat for London estates
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

OVER 80 housing estates 
across London are up for 
demolition, a BBC Freedom 
of Information request has 
revealed. They are some 
of the 118 sites that are  
undergo ing  or  fac ing 
regeneration. 

Labour mayor Sadiq Khan 
has told London’s borough 
councils they must ballot res-
idents in order to get funding 
from City Hall. 

But councils can get 
around balloting residents. 
They can dip into their hous-
ing revenue accounts or go to 
the private sector for funding. 

With developers eager to 
grab a slice of London land 
to build on, deals are likely to 
be lucrative enough for local 
authorities to bypass City 
Hall funding. 

If Khan was really opposed 
to private developers, he 
would use all of his powers 
to ensure residents get a vote. 

One option would be to 
“call in” developments for 
reexamination if councils did 
not ballot residents.  

Jerry Flynn is a former res-
ident of the the demolished  

Heygate estate in south 
London. “There are loopholes 
in the ballot requirement,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“It doesn’t apply to devel-
opments of under 150 units. 

“While Khan was consult-
ing on the ballot proposals he 
was signing off on regenera-
tion schemes.” 

Green Party London Assem-
bly member Sian Berry said 

there has been a net loss of 
4,000 homes on estates since 
2003.

And she also estimated 
there would be a loss of 7,600 
homes on regeneration sites 
based on existing planning 
permissions. 

News from Labour-run 
Haringey, north London, 
gives a warning about rely-
ing on promises from those at 

the top. Residents on one site 
have been given a vote over 
what happens to their estate 
with just one option on the 
ballot sheet—demolition. 

That ’ s  accord ing  to  
residents who met with coun-
cillors and council officers on 
30 August.

Blocks on the Tangmere 
estate were constructed using 
the dangerous “large panel 

system” used at Ronan Point 
which collapsed after a gas 
explosion in 1968. 

Residents are demanding 
safer homes and a vote on 
what is to happen to them. 

Jacob Seker from the 
Broadwater Farm residents 
association spoke to Socialist 
Worker. 

“If they gave us a ballot 
the council would have to 

say what proportion of the 
new homes were going to be 
council and how many would 
be private,” he said. 

The council has estimated 
the cost of strengthening the 
blocks at almost £50 million. 
Its estimate of demolition 
and rebuilding costs is over 
£60 million. 

“They don’t  want to 
strengthen the blocks because 
it’s going to cost them money 
out of their housing revenue 
account,” said Jacob. 

Private 
Demolition and rebuilding 
with a private partner—with 
homes for private rent and 
sale on the site—would mean 
the council wouldn’t have to 
shell out as much. 

But it would also make 
council homes, and tenants’ 
right to return after redevel-
opment, far less secure.

Khan and councils across 
London must be forced to 
take a much firmer stand 
against looking to the private 
sector to provide housing. 

The solution to the housing 
crisis is to fight for the funds 
to build council housing, not 
demolishing existing council 
stock. 

THE HEYGATE estate in south London during demolition  Picture: Guy Smallman

BACK STORY
Residents on dozens of 
council estates in London 
could lose their homes 
lA BBC Freedom of 
Information request shows 
over 80 estates face the 
threat of demolition 
lMayor Sadiq Khan said 
councils would have to 
ballot residents over plans 
to gain access to funding  
lBut borough councils 
can get around this 
lThey can dip into their 
own housing revenue 
fund or shack up with the 
private sector 
lAnd ballots don’t apply 
to developments of under 
150 units
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 Murder in Yemen—Saudi  
 coalition crimes revealed
A UN panel of experts has released a damning report into the Saudi-led war in 
Yemen, revealing widespread use of torture. Nick Clark unpacks the evidence

  LIVES destroyed and a country 
torn apart by bombings and 

starvation. Mass human rights 
abuses committed by a powerful 
military force backed by Britain. 

That’s the horror of the civil war in 
Yemen, revealed last week in a report 
from a United Nations (UN) panel.

The report, released after an inves-
tigation by experts, describes the 
horror carried out in Yemen’s civil 
war. 

A military coalition—led by close 
British ally Saudi Arabia—invaded 
Yemen in 2015 to restore a regime 
friendly to the West’s interests.

Although the report finds human 
rights abuses committed by both 
sides, the vast bulk of them are those 
inflicted by the Saudi coalition.

What emerges is a picture of sys-
tematic yet indiscriminate violence—
and all with the tacit approval of the 
US and Britain.

For a start there’s the routine bru-
tality, torture and sexual violence.

The UN found a pattern of “wide-
spread arbitrary detention”. In pris-
ons and detention centres controlled 
by the coalition, people have been 
beaten, tortured and raped.

Detainees
In March this year, in a prison run 
by the United Arab Emirates (UAE)—
another Western ally—“nearly 200 
detainees were stripped naked in a 
group while personnel of the United 
Arab Emirates forcibly examined 
their anuses.”

Detainees were raped with fingers, 
tools and sticks.

The same abuse took place in 
a migrant detention centre in the 
coalition capital Aden, where “sur-
vivors and witnesses described to 

the experts how each night guards 
selected women and boys for abuse.”

Then there’s the massacres.
Almost every month there’s news 

of a coalition airstrike on a market, 
wedding, funeral, hospital or school 
bus. Scores of civilians are killed.

As the report said, “Coalition air-
strikes have been and continue to 
be the leading direct cause of civil-
ian deaths and destruction of civilian 
infrastructure in the conflict. 

“The intensity of the air campaign 
has been unceasing, even after its 
impact on the civilian population 

became apparent.”
It raises “serious concerns” about 

the targets the coalition chooses and 
the weapons it uses. 

The coalition’s blockade on Yemeni 
ports is also lethal. Since March 2015 
imports to Yemen have been restricted. 
The country imports some 90 percent 
of its food, fuel and medical supplies.

“As of April 2018, nearly 17.8 mil-
lion people were food insecure and 
8.4 million were on the brink of 
famine,” the report said. 

“Health-care facilities were not 
functioning, clean water was less 

accessible and Yemen was still suf-
fering from the largest outbreak of 
cholera in recent history.

“No possible military advantage 
could justify such sustained and 
extreme suffering of millions of 
people.”

The only purpose is to punish mil-
lions of ordinary people to prop up 
Saudi and Western power in the 
Middle East. 

It’s a damning shame on the coali-
tion states that are waging the war—
and the British government that 
backs them.

A MAN surveys the devastation left in the wake of yet another Saudi airstrike in Yemen

 Profit trumps civilian lives 
BRITAIN DOESN’T just 
support Saudi Arabia’s war in 

Yemen—it provides the bombs 
that are killing civilians. 

Saudi Arabia is Britain’s biggest 
buyer of weapons.

This strategic relationship 
helps to prop up US power in the 
Middle East.

The US and Britain ply Saudi 
Arabia with weapons to make 
sure they have a heavily-
armed ally in the region. 

Britain is especially 
keen to play the role 
of major arms dealer 
to shore up its own 
standing as the US’s 
junior partner.

Boris Johnson put it 
bluntly while foreign 

secretary. Ditching arms sales 
would mean “vacating a space 
that would rapidly be filled by 
other Western countries who 
would happily supply arms”.

Many Labour MPs are little 
better. 

When Labour brought a motion 
to parliament in 2016 to call 

for ending arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia, several of its 
own MPs spoke against it.

For most of them, 
the main issue was 

protecting Britain’s 
“influence” in the 
Middle East. 
The motion fell 

because not enough 
Labour MPs turned up to 

support it.

Imperialism created division
YEMEN IS a country riven 
with divisions created by 

decades of imperialist competition 
and war.

At the beginning of the 20th 
century, north and south Yemen 
were two different countries. 

The south was occupied by the 
British Empire while the north 
was part of the Ottoman 
Empire, then later was ruled 
by a Western-backed king.

Rebellions in both the 
north and south were 
brutally repressed. But 
in 1967 rebels in the 
south drove out the 
British. 

The new South 

Yemen was backed by the Stalinist 
Russia against the West.

When the Soviet Union collapsed 
north and south Yemen became 
one country. But nationalist rebels 
in the south, and Shia rebels in the 
north known as Houthis have both 
fought for independence. 

The Houthis forced the pro-
West president Abd Rabbuh 
Mansur al-Hadi to flee to the 
south.

But now Yemen has 
become a proxy war for 
competing regional and global 
powers—with the Houthis 
backed by Iran, and al-Hadi 
and the Saudi coalition 

backed by the West.

Healthcare is a 
coalition target

 THE coalition 
occupation has not 

just bombed civilians 
in Yemen. It has also 
targeted ordinary 
people’s access to 
healthcare.

The report says 
“The health-care 
system in Yemen has 
disintegrated.” 

In 2016 Saudi Arabia 
stopped commercial 
flights from accessing 
Yemen’s airport in 
Sana’a.

“This has prevented 
thousands of Yemenites 
from seeking medical 
care abroad.

“Those who are 
chronically ill and 
need to leave the 
country must attempt 
alternative routes that 
require long journeys 
across active front lines 
at high risk and at high 
costs.”

Bin Salman is  
a warmonger

 FOR Saudi Arabia’s 
ruler and defence 

minister Mohammed 
bin Salman, the more 
Yemenis killed the 
better.

According to a 
report on Arab news 
website Al-Khaleej, 
bin Salman has told 
his commanders 
not to worry about 
“international 
criticism”.

“We want to leave 
a big impact on the 
consciousness of 
Yemeni generations. 
We want their children, 
women and even their 
men to shiver whenever 
the name of Saudi 
Arabia is mentioned.”

Sham Saudi 
investigation

 THE coalition has 
set up its own body 

to investigate civilian 
deaths—the Joint 
Incidents Assessment 
Team (JIAC). 

Predictably, its real 
purpose is to cover 
up or to distort the 
many war crimes of the 
coalition.

The UN report 
found that the JIAC 
has justified airstrikes 
on civilians, and that 
its findings are often 
altered by the Saudi 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.

Abd Rabbuh Mansur al-Hadi
British bombs have 
wrecked lives
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Union calls off oil 
rig workers’ walkout
THE UNITE union suspended 
strikes for talks at Total oil 
rigs last week. 

Workers at the Elgin, Alwyn 
and Dunbar platforms off 
the coast of Scotland are 
fighting changes to their shift 
patterns. 

Bosses want to implement 
three weeks on, three weeks 
off rotas.  

But research suggests that 
the proposed shift patterns 
are damaging to workers. 

A report from Robert 
Gordon University in 
Aberdeen said those on three 
week cycles are almost twice 
as likely to experience ill 
health compared to those on 
two week cycles. 

The workers had been 
set to strike for 12 hours on 
Monday followed by action 
every other Monday. 

Cheque workers 
strike over pay 
CHEQUE PRINTERS in Crewe 
struck for higher pay on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of 
last week. 

The walkouts marked the 
second week of strikes by 
the Unite union members 
at communications giant 
Communisis. 

They are planning to 
strike for four more Monday 
and Tuesdays to fend off a 
rubbish three-year pay deal 
that bosses have imposed on 
them. 

The deal would see 
workers get a below-inflation 
pay rise of 2 percent in the 
first year and 3 percent in the 
second and third years. 

Crane makers aim 
for higher pay offer
WORKERS AT crane 
manufacturers Liebherr 
in Sunderland struck for 
two days last week and are 
preparing for two further days 
of action on Thursday and 
Friday.

The Unite union members 
voted overwhelmingly against 
the bosses’ pay offer.

It would have seen them 
get a 3 percent pay rise, a 
£150 lump sum and an extra 
day off at Christmas. The 
crane builders plan a further 
four days of action if the 
bosses don’t give in. 

Protest demands 
union recognition
WORKERS protested outside 
the offices of uniforms 
company Arco in Preston last 
Wednesday. 

Bosses derecognised the 
workers’ GMB union after it 
held a ballot over a pay offer.

Arco workers sew badges 
onto uniforms for companies 
such as arms manufacturer 
BAE Systems

Karen Lewis, GMB Regional 
Organiser, said, “This is 
nothing more than bully boy 
tactics meant to intimidate 
those less able to speak up 
for themselves.”

 Soas cleaners sweep  
 away the outsourcers 
by SARAH BATES 

WORKERS AT Soas university 
in central London were 
celebrating after their 
outsourcing to private firms 
officially ended and they 
became directly employed by 
the university last Wednesday.

It came one year after 
management at the university 
announced the facilities 
contract would be brought 
back in-house. 

The Justice for Workers 
campaign called it a “special 
day for all the outsourced 
workers of Soas”.

It is a major breakthrough 
in an 11-year battle by workers 
in the Unison union that has 
seen strikes and protests shut 
down the university and shame 
the bosses.

Cleaners—many of them 
migrant workers—have been at 
the forefront of the 120-strong 
facilities workers’ fight.

They waged a political war 
against Soas management and 
received mass support from 
students and workers. 

A 2012 referendum showed 
that 98 percent of students and 
workers supported the demand 
to end outsourcing.

But workers’ collective 
organisation, including strikes 

and protests, has been the key 
to winning. 

“This is the triumph of those 
who have understood that the 
only way to end injustice is 
through collective, organised 
and persevering struggle”, the 
campaign said.

Strikes won them the 
London Living Wage in 2008—
and further action gained 
improved sick pay, holiday pay 
and pensions in 2014.

The blame lies squarely with 
Soas management. 

The campaign said the 
university “allowed the 
exploitation, persecution and 

abuse by companies in carrying 
out the school’s most essential 
functions”. 

Workers are determined to 
continue the fight for improved 
pay and conditions and 
“strengthen our union struggle 
to face the new challenges”.

The Soas outsourcing 
struggle should be an 
inspiration to every trade 
unionist and campaigner 
fighting back against 
privatisation.

And their fight also exposes 
the racist myth that migrants 
lower wages and conditions in 
a race to the bottom.

WORKERS CELEBRATE victory for the 11-year fight to end of outsourcing at Soas University 
of London   Pictures: sOAs Justice FOr WOrkers—end OutsOurcing

 Wetherspoon workers join  
 the battle for £10 an hour
WORKERS AT two 
Wetherspoon pubs in 
Brighton could strike for 
£10 an hour and union 
recognition.

The Bfawu union members 
of The Bright Helm and The 
Post & Telegraph are being 
balloted for industrial action.  

Chris Heppell, a kitchen 
worker at The Post & 
Telegraph, said, “I’ve worked 
at Wetherspoon’s for four 
years. 

“In that time I’ve struggled 
to survive on poverty wages 
and seen my colleagues 
battle to make ends meet.”

The Weatherspoon chain, 
which owns around 900 
pubs, saw its profits before 
tax surge by 27 percent to 
£102.8 million in 2017. 

Ian Hodson, Bfawu 
national president, said, 
“Wetherspoon depends on 
its workers to make its large 
profits. 

“The least those workers 
deserve is a living wage of 

£10 an hour to ensure they 
can afford the basic things 
in life.”

The dispute at the two 
pubs follows strikes by 
workers at McDonald’s 
sites in London, Cambridge 
and Manchester for a £10 
an hour wage and union 
recognition. Chris said, “The 
McStrikers standing up for 
£10 an hour and a union 
showed us that if we come 
together in a union we can 
make our voices heard.”

OUTSOURCING EDUCATION 

Raising a glass to working class struggle 

 P
ic

t
u

r
e
: 
G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n

LABOUR PARTY 

Derby debates how to transform society
AROUND 400 people 
joined the Derby 
Transformed conference 
last Saturday. 

It was organised by left 
wing Labour MP Chris 
Williamson and supported by 
Labour left group Momentum. 

The mood was for action. 
Nahella Ashraf from Stand 

Up To Racism gave a rousing 
speech in the session on 
fighting racism and fascism. 

She spoke alongside Ash 
Sarkar from the Novara 
Media website. 

Other sessions asked, 
how do we transform the 
Midlands for the many? And 
is the media biased? 

Hopefully the great feeling 
on the day will be followed 
up by activity on the streets.
Sue Arguile  

McStrikers—an inspiration 

HOSPITALITY 

 Activists build pay fight at  
 universities and colleges 
TENS OF thousands of UCU 
union members are balloting 
for strikes over pay. The 
ballot involves workers in 110 
English colleges and  
147 universities.

Workers are challenging 
below-inflation offers and 
years of real terms pay cuts. 

University bosses offered 
workers in universities a  
2 percent rise.

But the union said pay 
has fallen by 21 percent in 
real terms since 2009. For 
college workers, the drop is 
25 percent.

The ballot in higher 
education (HE) follows a 
series of impressive strikes 
earlier this year over 
pensions. 

Thousands joined the 
union to be part of the 
action, and many helped to 

organise the strikes. These 
new activists can help build 
the pay ballot.

Workers must organise 
Get the Vote Out campaigns 
to win the biggest possible 
turnout in the ballots. This 
can start with organising 
meetings to pull workers 
together and plan how to 
check members in every 
department have voted.

In HE workers are 
demanding a rise of  
7.5 percent. Big surpluses in 
universities mean the money 
is there to meet the claim.

Further education workers 
want a 5 percent rise. Again 
the money is there to pay 
it—a third of college bosses 
grabbed pay rises of over  
10 percent in 2016/17.

The ballots end on  
19 October.

 Bosses’ tricks can’t squash  
 Robinsons workers’ resolve
ROBINSONS (Britvic) strikers 
in Norwich received a boost 
last Sunday at the annual 
Burston School Strike Rally 
in Norfolk.

A striking GMB union 
member addressed the 
crowd from the stage and 
people donated generously 
to the hardship fund. 

The squash factory 
workers were set to strike 
again on Thursday and Friday 
of this week, Monday and 
Friday of next week and on 

9, 20, 21 and 22 September. 
Bosses are offering above-
average pay rates to agency 
workers to cover the strike. 

But this is a winnable 
dispute. On one of the recent 
strike days bosses only 
managed to get six pallets 
loaded. 

And they will not want 
to risk losing wholesale 
customers, as it could take 
months to win back those 
contracts. 
Wendy Smith 

FOOD AND DRINK 
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CLEANERS AND CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 

 Uniting the fight at 
Ministry of Justice 
by NICK CLARK & ALISTAIR FARROW

CIVIL SERVICE workers 
in the Ministry of Justice 
(MOJ) resoundingly rejected 
a pay proposal tied to cuts 
to terms and conditions last 
week.

Members of the PCS union 
voted by 94 percent on a  
74 percent turnout against 
the government’s plan. It 
would mean an 11 percent 
rise spread over five years—
well below inflation—for 
increased working hours.

A member of the PCS’s 
MOJ group executive com-
mittee told Socialist Worker, 
“The ballot really accurately 
reflects what members have 
told us. They’re absolutely 
fed up with it. In meetings 
they’ve said the offer was an 
insult and demoralising.”

Increase
He added, “The money for any 
increase in salary was going to 
be found through an increase 
in hours, cuts to overtime, 
cuts to benefits and cuts to 
sick pay.

“PCS members are abso-
lutely outraged. People kept 
saying, ‘Did the employer not 
think we were going to see 
through this?’”

The PCS has now returned 
to negotiations with MOJ 
bosses. But with the Tories 

refusing to give extra money 
to civil service pay—and 
more attacks on MOJ workers 
in the pipeline—it will take a 
fight to win a proper pay rise.

A strike ballot in the MOJ 
can help build a pay fight 
across the civil service. 

Meanwhile cleaners at the 
MOJ, members of the United 
Voices of the World (UVW) 
union, are gearing up for 
more strikes. Their demands 
include the London Living 
Wage of £10.20 an hour.  

As workers dusted off their 
strike placards, Tory justice 
minister David Gauke made 
it clear which side he’s on. 

In response to a letter 
from shadow justice minis-
ter Richard Burgon, Gauke 
said the MOJ “requires all of 
its contractors to meet their 
statutory obligation to pay 
the minimum wage”.

He went on to say that 
“specific remuneration terms 
rightly remain within the 
remit of employers”. That 

means outsourcers OCS 
are given a free rein by the 
Tories. 

A UVW spokesperson 
said, “Gauke is trying to shift 
responsibility to the contrac-
tor, but essentially it is his 
ministry that can decide the 
workers’ pay and conditions.”

A demonstration was 
planned this week by UVW 
and PCS members at the 
MOJ and the  Department 
for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

MINISTRY OF Justice cleaners on strike last month                                      Picture: Guy Smallman                                                                                 

NHS

 More battles over the new 
form of health privatisation
THE UNISON union is calling 
on the Tees, Esk and Wear 
Valley NHS trust to halt its 
plans to hand hundreds of 
NHS staff over to a wholly- 
owned subsidiary company.

A similar scheme led to 
strikes in Wigan.

The trust’s plans involve 
transferring 600 members of 
staff to a private company it 
has set up, called Tees, Esk 
and Wear Valleys Estates FM 
Ltd. Maintenance workers, 
porters, housekeepers and 
caterers would be among those 
affected.

Many of the workers who 
face being transferred out of 
direct NHS employment have 
worked for the health service 
for more than 20 years.

The union has written to 
the trust, along with local 
Labour MPs from the Tees 
Valley, calling for an end to 
the proposals. 

The letter warned that 
privatisation does not work in 

the interest of patients or staff, 
and cited the recent collapse of  
outsourcer Carillion.

The union has launched 
a petition urging the trust 
not to go ahead with the 
privatisation, which has 
already been signed by staff 
and local people.

Further meetings with staff 
will take place in the next few 
weeks ahead of a trust board 
meeting on 25 September.

nSALISBURY NHS trust 
is also trying to transfer 
its support staff to a 
wholly-owned subsidiary 
private company.

Staff at Salisbury District 
Hospital learned of the 
proposals this week, in 
a series of meetings that 
kicked off a month-long 
consultation over the plans.

The move will affect some 
375 health workers including 
porters, switchboard 
operators and couriers.

AROUND 40 anti-racists 
rallied last week against 
a meeting in Swansea 
organised by the racist 
Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA) with 
speakers including Anne 
Marie Waters.

She is the leader of the far 
right For Britain party and a 
notorious Islamophobe. 

Although the location of 
the meeting was unknown, 
it was important to make a 
stand against the far right. 

The protest was called 
by Stand Up To Racism 
Swansea and Swansea Unite 
Against Fascism.

A leading DFLA member in 
Swansea soon after posted a 
link to a Nazi Youtube video 
during a rant about what the 
DFLA “stands for”.

nANTI-RACISTS and  
anti-fascists are preparing to 
take on a far right protest in 
Sunderland. The Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance 
(DFLA) plans to protest there 
on Saturday 15 September.

It wants to use sexual 
abuse scandals to demonise 
Muslim men as abusive, and 
to encourage racism.

Sunderland Unites and 
Stand Up To Racism North 
East have called a counter-
protest. 

It is called under the 
slogan, “Justice for the 
survivors—Don’t let the 
racists divide us.”

It assembles from 1.15pm 
in Keel Square, Sunderland.
lFor details of the anti-racist 
protest go to  
bit.ly/SunderlandProtest 

FIGHTING RACISM AND FASCISM

 It’s back to the picket lines
WORKERS AT East 
Dunbartonshire council, which 
borders Glasgow, are preparing 
a return to the picket lines after 
negotiations broke down.

Some 800 Unison, Unite 
and GMB union members shut 
down many council services 
during strikes in June and 
July and plan another day of 
action on 12 September. Earlier 
strikes forced bosses at the 

council, run by the Tories and 
Lib Dems, to backtrack over 
attacks on pay, holidays and 
annual leave. 

But members voted by  
80 percent to reject a 
redundancy package offered 
by the council in a consultative 
ballot. More action can force 
back the bosses’ disgraceful 
attacks on public sector 
workers. 

 No welcome for the Nazis
Protesting in Swansea

GLASGOW EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Together on the picket line in June

UNISON AND GMB union 
members are campaigning 
to return a huge vote 
for strikes in the latest 
phase of the Glasgow 
council equal pay fight. 

Workers in education and 
those outsourced to Cordia—
who provide cleaning, 
catering and care services—
are voting until 18 September.

They are fighting Glasgow 
City Council’s unfair pay 
scheme that saw women’s 
work graded lower than 
men. Although the Scottish 
National Party-run council 
agreed in January to resolve 
it, council negotiators 
recently suspended talks 
with the unions. 

The fortnightly meetings 
are an essential part of 
negotiating a decent 
settlement for workers who 
have been denied thousands 
of pounds in wages.

Workers should vote yes to 
action and prepare for hard-
hitting strikes. 

BOLTON

AROUND 650 cleaners, 
catering staff, porters and 
security officers at the Royal 
Bolton Hospital are voting on 
a strike over pay.

Local health bosses have 
decided not to pay the wage 
increase agreed nationally 
for NHS workers.

The workers being 

balloted are employed 
by Integrated Facilities 
Management Bolton Ltd—a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Bolton NHS foundation trust. 

Workers planned to lobby 
a company board meeting 
on Tuesday this week. Their 
Unison union said they could 
strike.

BOROUGH councils 
in Northamptonshire 
overwhelmingly voted 
to effectively dissolve 
themselves last week. 

Seven out of the eight 
councils voted for the plans 
which would see bankrupt 
Tory-run Northamptonshire 
County Council (NCC) 
scrapped.

Corby council—the only 
Northamptonshire borough 
controlled by Labour—voted 
against the plans.

It’s expected that two 
unitary authorities will be 
set up by 2020. Under 
the present system, some 
services are provided by the 
county council and others by 
the district councils. 

The government has 
banned any spending at NCC 
after it announced a budget 
deficit of £70 million. 

It’s a move that threatens 
public services, including 
safeguarding of children and 
vulnerable adults.
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MERSEYRAIL WORKERS have staged several strikes to keep the guard on the train—and have forced bosses to back off  Pictures: rMt

  TRAIN STRIKERS   
 FORCE RETREAT
by SARAH BATES

MERSEYRAIL workers  
were celebrating last week 
after bosses backed off from 
a plan to slash their jobs.

Transport fat cats want 
to roll out more driver only 
operated (DOO) trains. 
The RMT union members 
at Merseyrail are the latest 
group of workers to secure 
a deal with transport bosses 
over DOO.

On DOO trains the driver, 
rather than a conductor or 
guard, is responsible for 
onboard safety.

Bosses have used the new 
trains as a pretext for axing 
the role of the guard from 
services, making train travel 
unsafe and inaccessible.

The DOO dispute has rum-
bled on for over two years. 
Up to six networks coordi-
nate strikes in January.

Meanwhile, workers at 
South Western Railway 
(SWR) struck last Friday and 
Saturday. 

And RMT members on 
Northern—owned by Arriva 

Rail North—joined the action 
last Saturday.

Mick Cash, RMT gen-
era l  sec re ta ry ,  ca l l ed 
the Merseyrail news “an 
important and significant 
development in respect 
of RMT’s long running 
campaign to retain a guar-
anteed second, safety-critical 
member of staff on Merseyrail 
trains.”

A joint statement by 
the RMT, Merseyrail and  
Liverpool local authority 
agreed the principle of having 
a second member of staff on 
the new stock of trains. 

They are set to be intro-
duced in 2021.

Funding
But the statement said that 
“additional funding” would 
need to be generated to pay 
for a second member of staff.

It said that “productivity 
proposals” would cover some 
of the extra cost. 

It added that “additional 
means will also need to 
be considered by all par-
ties, which could include an 
enhanced crackdown on fare 

evasion and increased fares”.
It is a disgrace that train 
bosses want to palm the cost 
of having safe trains onto 
ordinary people through fare 
hikes. 

Fares already rise every 
year—this year by an aver-
age of 3.4 percent—far faster 
than most wages. 

Although the bosses have 
accepted the principle of 
having a second worker on 
services, they will still need 
to negotiate the level of 

safety training and responsi-
bility.Workers on Northern 
are set to walk out for a 
further four consecutive 
Saturdays. 

The last  act ion saw 
Northern only able to run 
about 30 percent of its ser-
vices, with few trains running 
before 9am or after 6pm.

SWR workers are also 
planning to strike for the next 
two Saturdays.

Cancelled
During strike days, many ser-
vices are cancelled, delayed 
or curtailed. 

But research by the RMT 
revealed that train bosses 
have applied to the Tory gov-
ernment to reimburse them 
for lost revenue during strike 
days. 

An  average  day  on 
Northern and SWR would 
see £3.5 million generated in 
passenger revenues. 

So, the money-grabbing fat 
cats could end up getting tens 
of millions in bailouts paid 
for by public money. 

Cash called the pay claims 
a “national scandal when 

guards are taking action to 
defend safety, access and 
security on our railways”.

“This is truly shocking 
in itself but also an abso-
lute kick in the teeth for 
passengers when these eye 
watering sums could instead 
be spent on improving ser-
vices and cutting fares”, he 
said.

The Tories are happy 
to prop up the rail bosses 
because the mass roll-
out of DOO fits with their 
ethos of privatisation and 
deregulation.

V i c t o r i e s  s u c h  a s 
Merseyside are only happen-
ing because of consistently 
solid strikes that have shut 
down large parts of England’s 
transport network. 

The fight for safe and 
accessible train travel is at a 
critical moment. 

A return to coordinated 
action could finish off bosses’ 
DOO plans for good.

On other pages
Care workers plan more 
strikes >>Page 7

Northern and South Western workers on strike on Sunday 

A return to 
coordinated 
action could 
finish off DOO 
plans for good
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