
STEP UP THE FIGHTBACK

 GET ALL THE TORIES OUT

 ROTTEN
RACIST
RABBLE

National demo against
racism and fascism
>> See pages 4&5 for details

Saturday 17 November, London 

Ten years since
the banking crash

Crisis that revealed decaying heart 
of the system >>Pages 10&11
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SWEDEN

Racism is at the 
root of gains for 
the far right
RACISTS CELEBRATED in 
Sweden after elections saw 
a vicious anti-immigrant 
party make a breakthrough.

Far right Sweden 
Democrats managed to pull 
17.6 percent of the vote. 

The election was shaped 
by anti-immigrant rhetoric, a 
crisis in healthcare and public 
sector cuts.
>>Page 8

STRIKE

Home care 
workers need 
your support
HOME CARE workers 
in Birmingham are 
determined to win their 
battle to defend services.

The low-paid workers are 
fighting plans to dismantle 
the home enablement 
service.

Over 280 of them were 
set to begin a fresh round of 
strikes on Wednesday.
>>Page 20

HOUSING

Damning report 
exposes misery 
of private renters
MONEY-grabbing landlords, 
a lack of social housing and 
sky-high rents are fuelling 
a private rental sector 
that means many suffer in 
insecure, unsafe homes. 

A new report based on 
detailed research provides 
damning evidence.
>>Page 3
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l WHAT IS it with Boris Johnson
and cricket? Last time he 

launched a leadership bid, after 
the Brexit referendum, he headed 
to Princess Diana’s family estate, 
Althorp, to play a game. And 
yesterday he ducked off to The 
Oval to watch England vs India. 
He was booed by the crowd 
when he appeared on a screen.

   Second passports for the  
rich are the must have buy 
DOMINICA IS good, Portugal 
is better, but Malta is best. 

The accessory that the 
world’s super-rich are after is 
not a private jet but a second 
passport. 

An estimated 20,000 
people a year are applying 
for second passports. 

The industry has grown 
hugely and is said to be 
increasing by 50 percent a 
year. 

“ T h e  n u m b e r  o f 
 programmes on offer has 
grown exponentially,” said 
Paul Williams, chief executive 
of La Vida, an agency based 
in London that  specialises in 
citizenship. 

“We are dealing with  
15 programmes now. Seven 
years ago there were only 
two.” 

Christian Kälin of Henley & 
Partners, said “If you have a 
yacht and two airplanes, the 

next thing to get is a Maltese 
passport. It’s the latest status 
symbol.” 

Applying for residency in 
return for investment was 
pioneered by Canada in the 
1980s. But it is only recently 
that countries have offered 
passports in return for large 
sums of money. 

Malta has accepted more 
than 1,000 new citizens since 
its scheme launched in 2014. 

Applicants have to buy 
or lease property, invest 
money and contribute to a 
 development fund. 

The Caribbean  programmes 
tend to be cheaper and offer 
visa-free travel to a wide 
range of countries. 

However Britain is in on 
the passports for rich people 
game. For a couple of mil-
lion of quid you can get a 
British passport. No hostile 
 environment for the rich.

lA QUARTER of a million grossly 
wealthy people own more than the 

poorest 80 percent of the world—some 5.6 
billion people. The figures come from the 
Wealth-X World Ultra Wealth Report 2018. 
It says 255,810 individuals (about the 
population of Swansea) with a minimum 
£24 million in wealth now collectively 
own £25 trillion. This is an increase of 
16.3 percent between 2016 and 2017.

  Tax cheats let off for 
reputational damage
HM Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC) has admitted 
for the first time that it 
allows the most powerful 
members of society 
to escape prosecution 
for financial crimes.

At an economic 
crime conference in 
Cambridge last week, 
a senior government 
official admitted that the 
tax authorities settled 
debts privately to avoid 
the embarrassment.

Richard Las, the deputy 
director of HMRC in 
charge of organised crime, 
said that “very wealthy 
and prominent members 
of the community” 
were afraid of the 
“reputational damage” 
that a criminal trial for 

fraud, money-laundering 
or tax evasion would 
bring. So they are 
open to doing deals.

In 2016, the global 
elite was embarrassed 
by the leak of millions of 
documents from the tax 
haven of Panama. The 
leak led to four arrests 
and six interviews under 
caution by HMRC.

In contrast officials 
in Germany mounted 
71 prosecutions.

Bright Tribe academy 
trust scams revealed
AN ACADEMY trust 
has been accused of 
claiming hundreds of 
thousands of pounds for 
fire safety improvements 
and building work that it 
never completed. 

Bright Tribe runs ten 
schools in England.

The BBC’s Panorama 
has uncovered details 
claiming that Bright Tribe 
Trust received public 
money for building work, 
lighting upgrades and fire 
safety improvements that 
were either not finished 
or never done. 

Bright Tribe was given 
£566,000 to demolish 
and rebuild unstable walls 
in the sports centre at 
Colchester Academy. But 
instead of knocking down 

the walls, it carried out a 
cheap repair using metal 
braces. 

The repair job cost 
about £60,000, but 
Bright Tribe received the 
full £566,000. 

Bright Tribe also 
allegedly failed to firestop 
a ceiling void and install 
more than 100 new fire 
doors in another project. 

It claimed the full 
£255,000 of funding, 
despite being warned that 
the work had not been 
completed.

Plain sailing for the rich

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It is absolutely 
ridiculous to 
suggest that this 
has anything 
to do with 
the current 
administration’
A government spokesperson 
denies that they produced the 
dossier that they produced for 
journalists on Boris Johnson  

‘Boris was 
a complete 
charlatan’
Sarah Helm, a journalist 
colleague of Boris Johnson  

‘I have not stuck 
a knife into 
Theresa May’
Tory MP Nadine Dorries 
explains that her backing of 
Boris Johnson is a display of 
loyalty to Theresa May

‘So I lost 92 
to 94 votes. 
Hardly a decisive 
victory and it 
never occurred 
to me that 
Trots Stalinists 
Communists and 
assorted hard 
left would have 
confidence in me’
Tweet from Labour MP  
Joan Ryan who lost a 
confidence vote in her Enfield 
North constituency party in 
London last week
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Addicted to 
drug profits 
A BILLIONAIRE boss 
who has been blamed for 
creating a US opioid crisis 
stands to profit from the 
epidemic. He patented a 
new treatment for drug 
addicts. 

Richard Sackler, whose 
family owns Purdue 
Pharma, the company 
behind the painkiller 
OxyContin, was granted a 
patent for a reformulation 
of a drug used to wean 
addicts off opioids. 

It is a mild opiate 
that controls cravings, 
which is often given as 
a substitute to people 
hooked on heroin or 
opioid painkillers such 
as OxyContin. Purdue 
Pharma has been hit with 
more than a thousand 
lawsuits for allegedly 
fuelling the epidemic.

Tory wonders  
over loyalty
IT’S NEVER easy starting 
a new job. Karen Bradley, 
the secretary of state for 
Northern Ireland who was 
appointed in May, said, “I 
freely admit that when I 
started this job, I didn’t 
understand some of the 
deep-seated and deep-
rooted issues that there 
are in Northern Ireland.

“I didn’t understand 
things like when elections 
are fought for example in 
Northern Ireland people 
who are nationalists don’t 
vote for Unionist parties 
and vice-versa.”

Meanwhile Defence 
secretary Gavin 
Williamson attended a 
Democratic Unionist Party  
gala dinner last week 
without informing the 
public or press.

Hillsborough 
cop pleads
Hillsborough match 
commander David 
Duckenfield has 
pleaded not guilty to the 
manslaughter by gross 
negligence of 95 Liverpool 
football fans.

The former chief 
superintendent appeared 
via video-link at Preston 
Crown Court on Monday.

The names of 95 people 
who died at Sheffield 
Wednesday’s ground in 
1989 were read out in 
court as the charge was 
put to him.

Former Sheffield 
Wednesday club secretary 
Graham Mackrell pled 
not guilty to one charge 
of contravening a term or 
condition of the stadium’s 
safety certificate and one 
health and safety offence.

FOR SALE

 Ê  Malta citizenship. Buy property worth 
€350,000, or rent of €16,000 a year. Invest 
€150,000 in government-approved financial 
instruments. Donate €650,000 to National 
Development and Social Fund. Spouses and 
children are €25,000 extra 
 

Ë  UK residence for £2 million. Applicants can 
stay for three years. Access to citizenship 
after five years, reduced to three years for  
£5 million, and two years for £10 million



FBU slams 
Grenfell 
failures
FIREFIGHTERS WERE not 
responsible for people dying 
in the Grenfell Tower fire, 
despite the propaganda 
campaign being mounted 
against them.

That’s the message from 
a new report from the Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU) into 
the fire and the context in 
which it happened.

The Grenfell Tower Fire—
Background to an Atrocity 
looks at the deregulation of 
the fire and safety industries 
in the decades leading up to 
the fire. 

The main example it 
gives is the 11 June 1999 
fire at Garnock Court, a 
14-storey residential block 
in North Ayrshire, Scotland. 
Garnock Court was covered 
in flammable cladding which 
allowed fire to spread to the 
top floor in ten minutes. 

Prediction
FBU general secretary Matt 
Wrack described it as “a 
prediction of what happened 
at Grenfell Tower”.

Moyra Samuels from the 
Justice4Grenfell campaign 
said, “It’s important to 
recognise the context in 
which firefighters were 
operating on the night of the 
Grenfell Tower fire.

“The inquiry’s focus on 
the immediate events means 
there was no context for any 
of the decisions made on the 
night.”

The FBU’s report comes as 
the Grenfell Tower fire inquiry 
resumes after a summer 
recess.

Arrests of those 
responsible right to the top 
of government have yet to be 
made.
Join the Silent Walk, 6pm 
14 September, Notting Hill 
Methodist Church, 240 
Lancaster Road, W11 4AH

Housing report exposes 
misery of private renters
by ALISTAIR FARROW

MONEY-GRABBING landlords, a 
lack of social housing and sky-high 
rents are fuelling a private rental 
sector that means many suffer in 
insecure, unsafe homes. 

A new report based on research 
from two University of York academ‑
ics provides damning evidence.

“Declining home ownership and 
a shortage of social rented homes 
have led to a surge in the number of 
people privately renting,” said Julie 
Rugg, one of the review’s authors.

Rugg and her colleague David 
Rhodes point out that many accounts 
of the housing crisis focus on what 
is “ affordable” for middle income 
households. 

Their report gives a wider view of 
the market and it shows what housing 
campaigners and tenants have been 
saying for years—that the  poorest are 
disproportionately affected.

It hones in on changes to benefits 
that have affected people privately 
renting. Caps on housing benefit 
since 2011 have led to “a progres‑
sive mismatch between asking rents 
and the level of support available to 
low‑income families”.

Financial
It singles out the transfer to Universal 
Credit as “likely to exacerbate 
 tenants’ financial precarity”. 

And “the accompanying sanctions 
regime places tenants at increased 
risk of a sudden fall in benefit income, 
so undermining any ability to meet a 
housing benefit shortfall”.

Right wingers like to pretend 
that people prefer to rent privately 
because it gives them “flexibility”. 
The study explodes that myth, and 
many others. 

It shows how the most desperate 
are forced into the worst kinds of 
 private housing. The authors describe 
a “shadow” private rent market.

Some 80 percent of recent 
migrants are forced to rent privately 
because of the lack of social housing. 

That busts another right wing 
myth—that migrants snap up social 
housing. There is a social housing 
crisis, but scarcity is not down to 
migration. 

The review found widespread 
 evidence of homes failing to meet 
the Decent Homes Standard meas‑
ures introduced in 2000. 

In social housing, a fifth of prop‑
erties with the highest rents failed to 
meet the standard. A third of social 
housing at the bottom of the rent 
scale met it. 

The report calls for a landlords and 
letting agents’ registration system, 
with a stringent licensing system. 

Yet at the same time it gives 

reasons why such recommendations 
may not be carried out. 

“Even where the law is unam‑
biguous, there is a lack of effective 
enforcement,” reads the report. “It 
is estimated that fewer than two per 
cent of all privately rented properties 
were formally inspected in 2013‑14.” 

Enforcement teams have had their 
numbers slashed while the number of 
people privately renting has doubled 
in some local authority areas, accord‑
ing to the authors.

Something has to give, and it 
won’t be the Tories unless they are 
forced to. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

DECLINING HOME ownership has led to a surge of renters 

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  Stand with Palestine
bit.ly/Palestinestand

2  Lehman Brothers—
when the system nearly 
collapsed 
bit.ly/SWLehman10

3  Oppose far right on  
13 October
bit.ly/SW13Oct

4 We need a fightback  
not ‘People’s Vote’
bit.ly/FightNotVote

5 Anti-racists organise in 
Germany
bit.ly/SWGermany0409
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Oppose DFLA  
in Sunderland
ANTI-RACISTS AND anti-fascists 
are preparing to take on a far 
right protest in Sunderland this 
Saturday. The Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance (DFLA) plans to 
protest there.

It wants to use sexual abuse 
scandals to demonise Muslim 
men as abusive, and to encourage 
racism.

Sunderland Unites and Stand Up 
To Racism North East have called a 
counter-protest.

It is called under the slogan, 
“Justice for the survivors—Don’t let 
the racists divide us.” It assembles 
at 1.15pm in Keel Square.
For details of the anti-racist protest go 
to bit.ly/SunderlandProtest

Kirklees says 
no to fascists  
ANTI-RACISTS IN Kirklees, West 
Yorkshire, opposed a fascist protest 
in Huddersfield last week. 

The fascists marched into 
Huddersfield and handed out 
racist leaflets about a child sexual 
exploitation case in the town.

A much larger group from 
Kirklees Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) opposed them.

SUTR and Momentum Kirklees 
issued a joint statement in response. 

It was signed by councillors, trade 
unionists and others. Signatories 
include Labour councillors Fazila 
Loonat, Erin Hill, Rob Walker and 
Richard Murgatroyd. Huddersfield 
TUC also signed the statement.

Cop cleared in Judah 
misconduct taser case
A COP who tasered a race 
relations officer in the face has 
been cleared of misconduct.

PC Claire Boddie fired the 
weapon at Judah Adunbi outside 
his home in Bristol after she 
said she had mistaken him for a 
“suspect”. 

An investigation found 
that Boddie did not use 
“unreasonable force”. 

The internal misconduct panel 
also found that she was not 
guilty of “gross misconduct”. 

She was also cleared of assault 
charges at Salisbury Magistrates’ 
Court in May.

The misconduct hearing last 
week heard that Boddie had 
fired in a single motion without 
aiming properly or issuing a 
warning. And Boddie said Judah 
had been trying to punch another 
police officer, but then said it 
didn’t happen. 

Avon and Somerset police 
chief constable Andy Marsh leapt 
to Boddie’s defence. “I need 
officers like Claire Boddie and 
her colleagues to feel confident 
to stop people,” he said.

But Samir Seddougui from the 
Stand Against Racism and the 
Inequality charity said, “Judah 
is not alone in his concern that 
there remains disproportionality 
in the policing of our black 
communities.”

Judah plans to launch a case in 
the civil courts against the police. 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

EU BORDER FORCE NOW HAS 
GUNS TO USE ON MIGRANTS

W 
HEN THE Syrian 
regime begins its 
latest bloody assault 
on its own people, 
politicians in Europe 

will be ready to feign sorrow for 
the victims.

The regime of dictator Bashar 
al-Assad is preparing to crush the 
rebel stronghold in Idlib, north 
west Syria. It will be the one of the 
last acts in the tragedy of Syria’s 
failed popular uprising.

Tens of thousands of ordinary 
people have already begun fleeing 
as pro-Assad forces have shelled 
front line towns and villages. The 
United Nations believes that more 
than 30,500 people have left their 
homes, and that most of them are 
heading for neighbouring Turkey.

Western governments have 
issued threats against Assad, 
supposedly on behalf of the Syrian 
people. But if any of those people 
try to reach the comparative safety 
of Europe they’ll be met with more 
violence, more men with guns.

The European Union (EU) 
is about to beef up its border 
force, all with the aim of keeping 
refugees out.

European Commission president 
Jean-Claude Juncker was set to 
announce on Wednesday plans for 

a 10,000 strong border army—with 
new powers to carry and use guns.

The new guards will have the 
power to use armed force to stop 
refugees entering Europe, to stop 
them travelling between European 
countries and to deport them.

Desperate people fleeing 
war and poverty are already 
confronted with tear gas and 
barbed wire when they try to 
enter Europe. Now they’ll face 
bullets too.

Tens of thousands of people 
trying to reach safety by boat have 
drowned in the Mediterranean 
and Aegean seas. Those caught by 
EU patrol boats are sent back to 
the dangerous places they’ve come 
from, such as Libya. If not, they’re 

locked up in vast, squalid refugee 
camps.

Refugee camps in Greece are 
so overcrowded that Amnesty 
International has branded the 
situation a “humanitarian crisis”.

People in the notorious Moria 
camp on the island of Lesvos are 
forced to squeeze together 150 to 
a tent. Broken sewage pipes fill the 
camp with a toxic stench.

An EU deal is meant to see 
refugees deported from Greece 
to Turkey. In reality, refugees have 
stayed stuck in the camps. 

Yet instead of finding them 
a safe place to live, the Greek 
government has announced plans 
to open up more camps on the 
mainland.

It’s all a product of the 
contempt European governments 
have for refugees. The EU’s plans 
for its new border army say it’s 
a response to “the demographic 
dynamics and instability in 
Europe’s neighbourhood”.

That’s a racist euphemism for 
“we don’t want them coming over 
here”.

Europe’s politicians don’t want 
to help refugees from Syria or 
anywhere else. So they come up 
with ever more brutal ways of 
keeping them out.

HEALTH IS A CLASS ISSUE
W OMEN IN Britain die 

earlier than women living 
in most other European 

countries, according to Public 
Health England (PHE).

It found that the average 
lifespan of a woman in Britain is  
83 years old. Sixteen countries out 
of 28 have higher life expectancies. 
British women spend an average of 
over 19 years living in poor health.

The Guardian website chose to 
illustrate this story with images of 
overweight women smoking and 
drinking wine. The implication was 

that lifestyle choices are to blame 
for early deaths.

Of course lifestyle affects health. 
But the much bigger factor is class.

Those at the top of society 
don’t face the same stresses and 
strains that ordinary people do.

Many workers work long hours, 
some in dangerous conditions. Too 
many people live in substandard 
housing. Lots of people are so 
time-poor that they rely on less 
healthy convenience foods and 
have no time for exercise.

It’s much easier to be healthier 

if you are rich. But even unhealthy 
rich people will live longer than 
poorer people.

As PHE’s John Newton 
explained, “People in wealthier 
parts of the country enjoy  
19 more years of good health than 
in poorer parts of the country. 
Men there live nine years longer, 
and women seven years longer.”

We shouldn’t blame poor 
people for ill health. We should 
blame the system that stops most 
people having a good standard of 
living.

People fleeing 
war and poverty 
face tear gas, 
barbed wire and  
armed guards

‘‘ 

 Trade union  
 and Labour  
 leaders sign  
 unity letter
They’re ready to build the demos 
against the resurgent far right, says 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

LABOUR SHADOW ministers, 
trade union leaders and figures 
from across the labour movement 
have called for mobilisations 
against the resurgent threat of 
the far right.

A unity statement has been initi-
ated by Stand Up To Racism (SUTR). 
Signatories include shadow minis-
ters John McDonnell, Diane Abbott 
and Kate Osamor and a dozen other 
Labour MPs and MEPs.

Union leaders who have signed 
include Dave Ward of the CWU, 
Kevin Courtney of the NEU and Mick 
Cash of the RMT, as well as Unison 
assistant general secretary Roger 
McKenzie and musician Lowkey.

As the statement was released, 
the Trades Union Congress (TUC) 
backed the 17 November demon-
stration against racism and fascism 
in London. 

The UCU and PCS unions put in 
a motion to the TUC’s annual con-
gress calling for full support for the 
demonstration. Delegates were set 
to debate it on Tuesday as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady made fighting the rise of 
the far right one of the main parts 
of her address to congress. 

“Wherever the far right marches 
or tries to attack mosques and syna-
gogues, the trade union movement 

will be there defending communi-
ties,” she said. “Let’s send the mes-
sage, delegates—they will not pass.”

Abbott and McDonnell have also 
been announced as speakers at an 
anti-racist conference on 20 October.

The unity call comes amid “an 
alarming growth in the threat posed 
by the far right in Britain”. 

“We call on all those who oppose 
racism and fascism to build a move-
ment in every workplace, college 
and community to drive the racists 
back,” the statement said. 

It supports initiatives by SUTR, 
Unite Against Fascism (UAF) and 
Love Music Hate Racism (LMHR). 

UPCOMING DATES
Events for anti-racists to take on 
the far right this autumn
lProtest outside Tommy 
Robinson‘s retrial 27 September 
bit.ly/RobinsonRetrial
lOppose the racist Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance, 13 October 
bit.ly/DFLA13Oct
lStand Up To Racism 
international conference,  
20 October bit.ly/SUTRConf18
lNational demonstration against 
racism and fascism, 17 November 
bit.ly/17NovDemo 

This includes “the biggest pos-
sible counter mobilisations against 
any demonstrations called by Nazi 
Tommy Robinson and his supporters”.

Robinson’s retrial for contempt 
of court is set to take place at the 
Old Bailey in central London on  
27 September.

Fascists and racists have sensed 
an opportunity to grow out of the 
new movement around Robinson. 

As the unity statement notes, “He 
is the focus for a galvanised racist 
right from fascist groups through 
to the Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance to Ukip”.

The racist Democratic Football 

Lads Alliance street movement plans 
to protest in London on 13 October. 

It is an attempt to become the 
focal point for the “Free Tommy” 
mobilisations and could see his sup-
porters turn out in large numbers.

Anti-racists are building a coun-
ter mobilisation called by SUTR 
and UAF. 

The Tories, Donald Trump and 
right wing politicians across Europe 
are ramping up racism against 
Muslims, migrants and refugees. 
This is fuelling the far right. 

The statement said, “Boris 
Johnson’s outrageous racist and 
sexist comments about the burqa 

are a sign of how this horrible 
agenda has entered mainstream 
political life.”

There are also growing links 
between fascists, the racist populists 
of Ukip and the traditional right. 

This shows the need to mobilise 
against the far right and against 
the broader racism that is boosting 
its rise. Every activist needs to go  
all-out to build opposition to the far 
right and racism this autumn. 

On other pages...
Sweden Democrats score election 
advance >>Page 8

MARCHING AGAINST the fascists in central London earlier this year  Picture: Guy Smallman

FIGURE IT OUT
 15,000  
 
 
supporters of Tommy Robinson 
rallied in London in June

6,000  
 
 
 supporters of Tommy Robinson 
rallied in London in July

 3,000  

anti-racists opposed Robinson 
supporters in London in July

 Racists try to ‘save Europe’
FAR RIGHT forces 
across Europe 
have launched a 
coordinated effort 
to become the 
biggest group in the 
European Union’s (EU) 
parliament.

Far right fanatic 
Steve Bannon, Donald 
Trump’s former 
advisor, has set up 
The Movement with 
a headquarters in 
Brussels.

The EU’s policies on 

refugees are already 
racist. 

Now this far right 
grouping wants to 
push them even 
further to the right. 

Italy’s racist interior 
minister Matteo 
Salvini said it was the 
last chance to “save 
Europe”. 

He met with 
Bannon last Friday 
and discussed 
plans with Dutch 
far right politician 

Geert Wilders at the 
conference in Italy the 
following day.

This shows the 
need to build a mass 
movement against the 
far right and racism 
across Europe.

The Stand Up To 
Racism international 
conference in London 
on 20 October will 
bring together anti-
racists from across 
Europe, including 
Germany and Austria.Diane Abbott speaking at the Stand Up To Racism conference last year

Judah Adunbi

5NEWS & COMMENT 4
Socialist Worker  12 September 2018Socialist Worker  12 September 2018



ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Labour right attacks  
 the real anti-racists 
SOMETHING REMARKABLE is happening in the 
Labour Party. The right is trying to seize the mantle of 
anti‑racism.

In the lead is Chuka Umunna. First he complained 
that Blairite MPs like Joan Ryan “are being targeted for 
demanding we have a zero tolerance of racism in our party”. 

He followed this up by telling Sky News on Sunday that 
Labour now fitted “the definition of institutional racism as 
outlined by Sir William Macpherson” in his 1999 report on 
the murder of Stephen Lawrence.

What this is about, of course, is the attempt to brand 
Jeremy Corbyn as antisemitic. Ryan, for example, is chair of 
the Labour Friends of Israel. But what is interesting is that 
Umunna is now subsuming this charge in the more general 
language of anti-racism.

This is really topsy-turvy. With a few honourable 
exceptions—Roy Jenkins, Peter Hain and David Lammy, for 
example—the Labour right has never shown much interest 
in anti-racism. This is hardly surprising, given the extent to 
which the right has identified with the interests of British 
capitalism and the imperialist state.

It’s true that the Tories denounce Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown for permitting massive immigration from the new 
European Union member states in Eastern and Central 
Europe during the 2000s. But New Labour allowed this to 
happen (though they didn’t expect so many East Europeans 
to migrate), not out of internationalist principle, but to 
supply British capitalism with cheap labour.

The anti-racist tradition in Britain was forged in bitter 
struggles between the 1960s and the 1990s. They were waged 
by black people and by the radical left, whether in the Labour 
Party or in independent revolutionary socialist organisations. 

When the Macpherson inquiry embraced the concept of 
institutional racism it was drawing on ideas developed by far 
left critiques of the racist British state. But now the Labour 
right is trying to use this tradition against one of its prime 
representatives—Jeremy Corbyn. 

Logic
The logic is brought out by the joint front page of three 
establishment Jewish papers back in July accusing Labour of 
distinguishing “between racial antisemitism targeting Jews 
(unacceptable) and political antisemitism targeting Israel 
(acceptable).”

“Political antisemitism” is a clever formula that suggests 
you can be antisemitic without actually having prejudices 
against Jewish people. It implies that being Jewish is so 
bound up with Israel that criticising Israel is necessarily 
antisemitic and therefore a form of racism. 

Umunna is just making the conclusion explicit, and seeking 
to force Corbyn and his supporters onto the defensive.

How does one deal with this? Two things are crucial. 
The first is robustly and clearly to reject the equation 
of anti-Zionism and antisemitism. Corbyn understands 
this—hence his attempt to persuade Labour’s national 
executive committee explicitly to say that it’s not antisemitic 
to condemn Israel’s racism. It’s utterly shameful that his 
so-called supporters on the executive didn’t back him up.

Secondly, we need to fight racism. There is a huge and 
growing threat of racism throughout Europe that embraces 
both Islamophobia and antisemitism. The poster produced 
by the Alternative for Germany (AfD) celebrating “Islam-free 
schools”, an echo of the Nazi aim of creating a “Jew-free” 
society, perfectly illustrates this.

This threat comes from the extreme right. But Blairites 
such as Umunna aren’t interested. All they care about is 
crushing Corbyn, defending Israel, and stopping Brexit. 

But this isn’t true of most people. The racist right’s 
advance is frightening—witness the gains made by the 
Sweden Democrats in Sunday’s parliamentary elections. 

The main task of the left today is to build a mass 
movement against the right. In doing so they can reaffirm 
their claim to be the real anti-racists and expose the sheer 
effrontery of Umunna and his cronies. 

This will require a shift on the part of many on the Labour 
left, who have been slow to recognise the importance of 
anti-racist campaigning. Diane Abbott and John McDonnell 
have shown the way.

Let’s hope the rest will now follow.

PROTESTERS CALLED on Labour to declare that it is not antisemitic to call Israel racist  Picture: Guy Smallman

 New antisemitism definition  
 hits solidarity with Palestine
by NICK CLARK

THE LABOUR Party’s new 
definition of antisemitism 
has already had a chilling 
effect on pro‑Palestinian 
campaigners’ willingness 
to criticise Israel.

Labour shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell condemned 
a pro-Palestinian poster cam-
paign after the party’s ruling 
body agreed it is antisemitic 
to call Israel a racist state. 

Pro-Palestine councillors 
in Newcastle dodged a cru-
cial debate on the definition 
just hours before.

Labour’s national execu-
tive committee (NEC) agreed 
last week that it should 
be deemed antisemitic to 
describe the state of Israel as 
“a racist endeavour”.

This is attached as an 
example to the International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance’s (IHRA) definition 
of antisemitism.

Oppression
Calling Israel a racist state, 
or even describing the 
oppression of Palestinians as 
racist, could now be seen as 
antisemitic.

McDonnell said he “com-
pletely condemned”  posters 
put up at bus stops in London 
by pro-Palestine group 
LDNPalestineAction. 

The posters declared, 
“Israel is a racist endeavour” 
in defiance of the definition.

A  spokesper son  fo r 

Labour’s London mayor Sadiq 
Khan branded the posters 
“offensive”.

It is an early sign that the 
new definition will be used to 
make legitimate criticism of 
Israel unacceptable.

The NEC adopted the def-
inition due to the votes of 
representatives from the four 
biggest Labour-affiliated 
trade unions, and left wing 
delegates led by Momentum 
founder Jon Lansman.

Leaders of the Unite, 
Unison, GMB and Usdaw 
unions had all called on 
party leader Jeremy Corbyn 

to agree to the definition, as 
did Lansman.

The decision is a humiliat-
ing climbdown for Labour’s 
left wing leadership—and a 
betrayal of the Palestinians.

The right’s attacks will 
now intensify. Any Labour 
member who calls Israel 
racist or talks about the ethnic 
cleansing of the Palestinians 
may face disciplinary action.

Adopt
Newcastle city councillors 
unanimously agreed to adopt 
the IHRA definition with its 
examples on Wednesday of 
last week. The motion was 
supported by Labour council 
leader Nick Forbes.

Newcas t l e  Pa l e s t ine 
Solidarity Campaign (PSC) 
called on the council not to 
adopt the definition.

Yet several Labour coun-
cillors who campaign with 
the PSC failed to turn up to 
the meeting. They allowed 
the motion to pass without 
opposition rather than face 
disciplinary action for defy-
ing their party’s instructions.

Supporters of Israel want 
to use the definition to roll 
back years of growing soli-
darity with Palestine. 

Everyone who supports the 
Palestinians must be brave 
enough to stand up against 
the racist state’s backers.

Ruling protects Israel
THERE HAD been 
speculation ahead of 
the NEC’s decision 
about whether it would 
adopt the definition 
with caveats that try 
to protect the right 
to criticise Israel.

In the end, 
the NEC 
is said to 
have added 
the phrase, 
“This 
does not 
in any way 
undermine 
the freedom 
of expression 
on Israel and 
the rights of 

Palestinians.” Yet the 
definition does precisely 
that. A proposal by 
Corbyn to add a 
statement protecting 
the right to call Israel 
racist was rejected.

It means Labour 
may now consider it 
antisemitic to talk about 
the ethnic cleansing of 

Palestinians that 
accompanied 
Israel’s creation.

And it may 
be deemed 

antisemitic 
to support 
a one‑state 
solution in 
Palestine.

Solidarity with Palestine

John McDonnell

More online
For more go to  
bit.ly/Labournec
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 Trade unions join call for  
 ‘People’s Vote’ on Brexit
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS in Manchester

TUC GENERAL secretary Frances 
O’Grady fought to shift the union 
federation this week behind 
growing calls led by the right 
and big business for a “People’s 
Vote” on Brexit.

And she hitched the TUC to 
a Brexit deal that keeps Britain 
wedded to the European Union’s 
(EU) free market policies and 
undermines freedom of movement.

In her speech to congress on 
Monday, O’Grady welcomed the 
possibility of a general election if 
there’s a disastrous Tory Brexit deal. 

She called on Theresa May to 
“stand down and take your ‘do 
nothing government’ with you.”

But the overwhelming focus of 
O’Grady’s speech was to signal a 
change among some union leaders, 
the majority of whom have resisted 
supporting a second referendum. 

O’Grady warned Theresa May the 
TUC would back a People’s Vote—a 
referendum on the terms of the 
deal—if she came back with a bad 
deal or didn’t call a general election. 

“We’ll throw our full weight 
behind a campaign and demand 
that the terms of the deal are put to 
a popular vote,” said O’Grady.

Rerunning
In effect this would be a way of 
rerunning the Brexit vote. If the 
unions follow this line they will 
mark themselves as hostile to those 
who voted Leave.

A second referendum would be a 
gift to the far right, which will claim 
betrayal.

The TUC General Council state-
ment was deliberately broad enough 
to be all things to all union leaders 
who are split over Brexit.

The various sops in it guaran-
teed O’Grady could push through 
her support for the EU’s neoliberal 
single market and the People’s Vote. 

Only the RMT rail workers’ 
union—and two rebel Unite dele-
gates—voted against the statement. 

The composite motion on Brexit 
kept support for the EU single 
market and the option of a People’s 
Vote.

But it had more emphasis of forc-
ing an early general election in order 
to win over the leaders of unions 
with members who voted Leave.

Unite general secretary Len 
McCluskey said the People’s Vote 
option “must be left on the table”.

But he said the “vote we will need 
above all is a general election that 
can deliver a Labour government”.

Dave Ward, CWU union general 
secretary, supported the composite 
motion.

But he said, “A second referen-
dum would be the biggest mis-
take our movement could make if 
it wants to bring about a change 

of government. And PCS union 
leader Mark Serwotka hoped that a 
“People’s Vote would be a popular 
vote—a vote of no confidence that 
would lead to a general election”.

A People’s Vote would draw a 
line of division through the work-
ing class—with Remain on one side 

and Leave on the other. This would 
weaken the labour movement’s 
ability to mount a united fightback 
against the Tories’ austerity and 
racism. 

And the TUC’s support for the 
EU’s neoliberal single market would 
make it harder to win the “new deal 

for workers” it talks about. The 
single market blocks policies such 
as the nationalisation of whole  
industries such as railways.

Mick Cash, RMT general secre-
tary, said, “The single market is the 
driving force behind the race to the 
bottom, privatisation and austerity.” 

Cash said the People’s Vote is a 
“de facto second referendum on the 
EU” whatever its wording. 

“Those calling for a second refer-
endum are your Chuka Umunnas, 
Peter Mandelsons and Lib Dems,” 
he said.

The best way to fight for a social-
ist Brexit is through raising the level 
of struggle to fight racism and break 
the Tory assaults.

This could also force a general 
election and kick out May and all 
the Tories. 

On other pages...
Ten years on—when the system 
nearly collapsed >>Pages 10&11

UNITE’S GENERAL secretary Len McCluskey wants a People’s Vote option ‘left on the table’ 

Tory split on 
the horizon
THE TORY Brexit wars have 
intensified in the run-up to the 
party conference.

Former foreign secretary 
Boris Johnson stepped up his 
attack on Theresa May by 
saying that she had “wrapped a 
suicide vest” around the British 
constitution during the Brexit 
negotiations. 

He added that she had 
“handed the detonator” to the 
European Union.

His remarks outraged Tory 
MPs who are backing May’s plan 
for Brexit that was drawn up at 
a meeting at Chequers in July.

But Johnson isn’t letting 
up—probably in the hope he can 
launch a leadership challenge at 
some point. He plans to address 
up to 1,000 party activists at a 
“Chuck Chequers” rally during 
the Tory conference.

On Monday former Brexit 
minister Steve Baker warned 
that as many as 80 Tory MPs 
were prepared to vote down 
May’s Brexit Chequers plan. 

“It is extremely difficult to 
see how we can rescue the 
Conservative Party from a 
catastrophic split if the Chequers 
proposals are carried forward,” 
he said.

Chaos
The EU is getting nervous 
that May could fall and set 
off further chaos. There has 
been talk of giving May some 
concessions. 

One EU diplomat dubbed it a 
“save Theresa” operation.

And EU chief negotiator 
Michel Barnier said that aspects 
of a deal could be hammered 
out but there are still many 
disagreements. 

European Parliament Brexit 
coordinator Guy Verhofstadt 
said May will need to change 
her Chequers plan for there to 
be a deal. 

“A customs union needs to 
be the same tariffs, the same 
standards and one type of 
customs duties. Cherry picking 
inside the single market is not 
possible.”

May’s problem remains that 
any deal that the EU will agree 
is unlikely to be acceptable to a 
majority of MPs.

Prepare for further turmoil.

FIGURE IT OUT
 80  Tory MPs are 

preparing to vote 
down the deal 
agreed at Chequers

 2  weeks to go to 
organise protests 
at the Tory party 
conference 

 1  thousand people 
are set to hear Boris 
Johnson at a ‘Chuck 
Chequers’ rally 
there

PROTEST AT THE 
TORY PARTY

CONFERENCE
11AM, SATURDAY 29 SEPTEMBER
VICTORIA SQUARE, BIRMINGHAM

CALLED BY TUC MIDLANDS AND  
THE PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY

DETAILS AT BIT.LY/BHAMTORYDEMO
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 Racism is at  
 the root of  
 Swedish far  
 right gains
Vicious anti-migrant racism and 
years of cuts helped to hand the far 
right victory, argues Sarah Bates

RACISTS CELEBRATED in 
Sweden after elections saw a 
vicious anti-immigrant party 
make a breakthrough with a 
record number of votes. 

Far right Sweden Democrats 
managed to pull 17.6 percent, up 
from 12.9 percent in the 2014 elec-
tion. The party’s leader Jimmie 
Akesson said that they were the 
“real winners” of the election.

The result places them in a pow-
erful position.

The election was shaped by 
anti-immigrant rhetoric, a crisis in 
healthcare and public sector cuts.

Inside the Riksdag—the Swedish 
parliament—parties work inside 
two coalitions. 

The ruling coalition—made up 
of Social Democrats and the Green 
Party—came first, but their vote 
fell by 3 percentage points to 40.6 
percent.

The Alliance grouping came 
second. It includes four centre and 
right wing parties—the Moderates, 
Liberals, Centre and Christian 
Democrats. They pulled in 40.3 per-
cent of the vote.

The result means the Social 
Democrats’ bloc has a majority of 
only two seats. 

“We will gain huge influence over 
what happens in Sweden during the 
coming weeks, months and years,” 
Akesson boasted.

Support
One possibility is the centre right 
bloc forming a government with 
parliamentary support from the 
Sweden Democrats.

But prime minister and Social 
Democrats leader Stefan Lofgen 
said the mainstream parties have 
a “moral responsibility” to form a 
government.

“The Sweden Democrats can 
never, and will never, offer anything 
that will help society. They will only 
increase division and hate,” he said. 

The election saw a drop in all 
the main parties’ votes. The Social 
Democrats saw its share of the vote 
tumble to 28.4 percent—the lowest 
in a century. By contrast, Sweden 

Democrats has increased its results 
in almost every election since its for-
mation in 1988. It managed a break-
through in 2010 with 5.7 percent, 
entering parliament for the first time 
and prompting mass  demonstrations 
throughout Sweden. 

Burning
This followed a major rebranding in 
2006. This saw the party changing 
its logo from a burning torch to a 
yellow and blue flower.  

But the organisat ion has 
 struggled to hide its far right nature. 

The party was founded by fascists. 
It used the Nazi slogan Keep Sweden 
Swedish until the early 2000s.  

It only banned the wearing of 
Nazi uniforms and carrying swas-
tika flags to party meetings in 1996.

But openly identifying with fas-
cism is not confined to Sweden 
Democrats’ past. Martin Silhen, 
Sweden Democrat candidate for the 
Orkelljunga city council, posted on 
Facebook that “Hitler was not bad”. 

He also posted that Hitler wanted 
to “remove the Jewish plague from 
Europe in a humane way”.

Sweden Democrats contains 
activists who were members of Nazi 
outfits the National Socialist Front 
and Nordic Resistance Movement. 

Akesson says it will take mem-
bers who were previously in Nazi 
groups if “you can credibly demon-
strate that you have changed and 
developed in your values”.

Racism is on the rise across 
Europe and must be stopped.

BACK STORY
Voters in Sweden went to the 
polls last Sunday
lFar right Sweden Democrats 
received 17.6 percent of the vote, 
up from 12.9 at the 2014 election
lThe Social Democrats saw 
their vote drop to 28.4 percent, 
its lowest in a century
lThe results mean the Sweden 
Democrats are in a powerful 
position

RACISTS CELEBRATED after the 
far right Sweden Democrats 
won nearly 18 percent in the 
polls. The vote gives them the 
power to make or break the 
next government. It followed 
a vicious right wing campaign 
that attacked migrants 

IRAQ

Toxic water protests in Basra turn into  
rage at corruption and sectarianism
PROTESTS ERUPTED in Iraqi city 
Basra last week. People stormed 
and burned government offices 
in anger at toxic water supplies, 
power cuts and corruption.

Thousands of people took to the 
streets for several days of protests 
last week. 

The mobilisations came after 
news that some 17,000 people had 
been taken to hospital recently after 
drinking polluted water—and many 
more may have been affected.

The water pollution crisis has 
lasted for weeks. Hospitals have 
struggled since early August to 
cope with the number of patients 
suffering from diseases caused by 
drinking toxic water.

Pollution
Basra’s health directorate 
reported 100 percent chemical 
contamination and 50 percent 
bacterial pollution in the city’s 
water supply. The scandal 
follows an energy shortage and 
generalised anger at corruption, 
unemployment and poverty.

Protesters have stormed almost 
every government building in 
the city, as well as the offices of 
Iraq’s ruling Dawa party. They also 
shut down Iraq’s main sea port, 
Umm Qasr.

Demonstrator Edward Maki 

Shaker told the Middle East 
Eye website the protests were a 
“revolution”. “We are governed by 
a group of criminals,” he said.

Iraqi police and soldiers 
responded with beatings, tear gas 
and even live ammunition. At least 
12 people have been killed.

The protests are the latest 
to erupt since a wave of 
demonstrations swept southern 
Iraq in July this year.

They have concentrated anger at 
the poverty that is a legacy of the 
US’s invasion of Iraq in 2003—and 
the corrupt, sectarian government 
it installed.

After overthrowing Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein, the US forced 
through free market reforms that 
privatised large parts of Iraq’s 
government services.

Oil revenues make up more than 

90 percent of Iraq’s state revenues. 
Yet although Basra is located 

in Iraq’s vast oil fields, ordinary 
people there see little benefit.

The US also installed a 
government based on division 
between Shia and Sunni Muslim 
sects. Yet the protests in Basra—a 
majority Shia city—are against the 
Shia-dominated government. They 
also take aim at neighbouring Iran, 
a Shia state, which recently cut 
Iraq’s electricity supply.

Corruption
And in parliamentary elections 
earlier in May a coalition opposing 
sectarianism and corruption—the 
Sairoon Alliance—won the largest 
number of seats.

A new government is still to be 
formed. Sairoon leader Moqtada 
al-Sadr called on the prime 
minister to resign as the protests 
reached their height last week. 

Protest organisers suspended the 
demonstrations on Sunday after 
reportedly receiving death threats 
from Iranian-backed militias. 

“We’ll suspend protests now to 
spare blood, and we’ll return with 
a new approach,” said activist 
Naqeeb al-Luaibi. 

“We will not give up until our 
demands are met.”
Nick Clark

On the protests in Basra 
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Nike protests reveal deep racism in US
NIKE’S DECISION to 
partner with American 
footballer Colin Kaeper-
nick for an advertising 
campaign has been met 
with a mass campaign of 
burning the brand’s 
products.

It shows just how 
deeply rooted racism still 
is in US society. 

The scale of the boycott 
was revealed when Nike’s 
shares fell by 3 percent on 
Tuesday of last week. It 
shows just how divided 
the US is. 

Donald Trump has 
used the opportunity to 
push the nationalism and 

racism his political base 
feeds off. 

His assertion that 
Kaepernick’s protests 
against police brutality 
attack the national 
anthem deliberately 

ignores the wider issues 
of racism in his country.

But it’s hard to see 
how Nike can claim to be 
a bastion of anti-racism. 

Back in 2007 the firm 
settled out of court with 
400 former workers at its 
Chicago shop amid 
allegations of systemic 
racial abuse from 
management. 

The fight against the 
racism being pushed out 
from the White House 
must not be left to the 
self-proclaimed leaders 
of “the resistance”.

Gabby Thorpe 
Norwich

Ta ta to the 
racist Field
WHAT GOOD news Frank 
Field MP, a racist and a 
big fan of Enoch Powell, 
has resigned from 
Labour. 

Good riddance. Tories 
in disguise are the ones I 
despise.

Mike Archer 
Cornwall

nGOOD TO see the 
racist Frank Field go. 

Now let’s see the rest 
of the racists kicked 
out of the Labour Party, 
from supporters of Israel 
to those who oppose 
freedom of movement.

Heather Knowles
By email

150 years of 
easy TUC jobs 
UNION LEADERS are 
privileged and so many 
are in cushy jobs. 

They need to do more 
to help workers who 
cannot afford to live 
these days.

Unions need to stop 
sitting on the fence and 
help the working class

They are complacent 
these days. 

Sometimes I think 
the leaders are far too 
comfortable in their 
roles to actually make 
a sacrifice to help the 
workers.

Melanie Powell 
On Twitter

nTHE TUC sold the 
miners out. All they’re 
bothered about is 
the fat pensions and 
their knighthoods. It’s 
about time the workers 
took control of these 
demigods.  

Paddy Hanrahan
On Facebook

Australia’s PM  
and the Bible 
THERE IS an addition to 
make to James Supple’s 
account of Australia’s 
new prime minister 
Scott Morrison (Socialist 
Worker, 25 August).

The man is a  
born-again Christian 
right reactionary. 

He shares the same 
beliefs and prejudices as 
the US Christian right. 

His hostility to LGBT+ 
people derives from the 
Christian right’s reading 
of the Bible. 

His lack of concern for 
global warming is partly 
a rejection of science 
in favour of the Bible. 
Of course, like all the 
Christian right, while he 
talks religion he walks 
corporate.

John Newsinger
Brighton

Just a 
thought...

People have burned Nike 
products on social media

Israel is a 
racist state
IT’S BEEN said that a lie 
flies half way round the 
world while the truth is still 
putting on its boots. And 
that is certainly true of the 
lie which claims that 
Jeremy Corbyn is  
antisemitic.

Right wingers have 
latched on to the 
antisemitism accusation as a 
way of getting at Corbyn.

Like any decent socialist, 
and unlike many of his 
critics, Corbyn has always 
opposed all forms of 
racism, and he has always 
supported the oppressed 
against their oppressors.

His main fault has been 
that he has been too 
defensive.

We should be able to call 
the formation of the state 
of Israel a racist endeavour. 

How else can you 
describe a state which was 
founded on the basis of the 
ethnic cleansing of 850,000 
Palestinians?  

Former Labour prime 
minister Gordon Brown 
claims that adopting the 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance’s 
(IHRA) examples of 
antisemitism would still 
allow people to criticise the 
Israeli government. 

But he doesn’t mention 
that it would not allow 
someone to call for the 
replacement of the 
apartheid Israeli state by a 
secular state. 

This would be a state 
which gives equal rights to 
all its citizens and in which 
Palestinians and Jews could 
live peacefully side-by-side.

And all this is happening 
at a time when there is a 
real danger of antisemitism 
from the growth of the racist 
and outright fascist extreme 
right all across the world.

Phil Webster
Lancashire

Big capital muscling in 
on the live music scene
AS THE festival season 
draws to a close, the 
Association of Independent 
Festivals (AIF) has claimed 
25.3 percent of the British 
festival market is owned by 
US-based company Live 
Nation. AIF events make up  
just 20 percent.

Live Nation—which also 
owns the vast Ticketmaster 
ticket sales company—runs 
some of the biggest and 
well known festivals on the 
British music scene, 
including Reading and 
Leeds.

The festival market—said 

to be worth over £2 billion, 
with over 3.5 million 
people attending a festival 
each year—is big business.

In 2017 live music ticket 
sales rose by 12 percent. 
Alongside this sales of 
physical music products 
such as CDs are generally 
falling, and have been for 
some time.

Big capital will go 
anywhere there are profits 
to be made. Live music is 
increasingly one of those 
areas.

Alan Kenny
East London

Ending inequality for good 
will take systematic change
A REPORT on economic justice from 
the Institute of Public Policy 
Research (IPPR) calls for reforms to 
the UK economy. It claims these are 
on a par with those introduced by 
the 1945 Clement Atlee Labour 
government. 

It’s clear something drastic needs 
to happen. 

The top 10 percent of households 
have income 6.8 times greater than 
the lowest 10 percent. 

And the richest 10 percent of 
households’ wealth is 315 times that 
of the lowest. This shows the extent 
of inequality in 2018. 

The report makes many fine-
sounding suggestions—raising the 
minimum wage to the real Living 
Wage of £10.20 an hour in London 

and £8.75 an hour outside London, 
for instance. 

Also included is the old demand 
for workers’ representation on the 
boards of companies. 

All this is window dressing.
Fundamentally its suggestions are 

about making British capitalism 
more competitive through 
increasing productivity and 
attracting overseas investment.

And the report’s authors—
including the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the TUC trades union 
congress and business leaders—give 
no indication about how the Tories 
might be convinced of their 
programme. 

Much has been made of the fact 
that New Labour based many of its 

policies on proposals from the IPPR. 
The implication is the next Labour 
government could do the same.  

Nowhere in the report is any 
consideration of the structural 
reasons for such vast inequality in 
society.

And the authors’ proposals seek 
to preserve the current system, 
managing the terms of our 
exploitation. 

The process can be made a bit 
more palatable, but it fundamentally 
remains the same.

Only a total overhaul of the 
system will allow us to organise 
society in a way which benefits the 
majority rather than the elite few.  

Claire Chandler
North London
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Crisis ruined workers’ lives

 WHILE BANKERS were 
laid off with multimillion 
pound bonuses, millions 
of working class 

people’s lives were ruined.
Across the world living 

standards were hurled back 
—sometimes, as in Greece, 
to conditions of many 
decades before.

Cuts in services meant 
hundreds of thousands of 
people globally die earlier 
than they would have done.

The Bush administration wasn’t 
able to save Lehman Brothers 

because the scale of the bailout 
threatened the US Federal Reserve 
central bank with bankruptcy.

But Western governments had 
already stumped up billions of 
pounds when the credit crunch 
began to hit in autumn of 
2007. They handed over to the 
financial sector at least 
£500 billion of public money in 
Britain and £700 billion in the US.

And to pay for the bailouts and 
restore profitability, politicians 
and bosses turned to the austerity 
policies that working class 
people are still suffering now.

The banks are bigger than 
ever and still out of control

 THE POLITICIANS and 
bankers learned nothing 
from the crash—except 
how to pass the cost on to 

ordinary people.
Far from reforming their 

system, or questioning its 
fundamental features, they have 
simply tried to restore it. 

In doing so they have stored up 
the elements for future crises. 

One of the features leading 
up to the crisis was the surge 
in debts. It’s harder today for 
ordinary people to borrow money, 
but company debts have risen. 

Overall global debt has surged—
last year it was 217 per cent of gross 
domestic product, nearly  
40 percentage points higher than  
2007.

Breaking
After Lehman’s collapse there was 
much talk of breaking up banks that 
were “too big to fail” and controlled 
vast swathes of the financial market. 

Today the US’s top five banks 
control 47 percent of banking assets, 
compared with 44 percent in 2007. 

The top 1 percent of mutual 
funds—which pool money from 
speculators to buy stocks and 
bonds and other assets—have 45 
percent of that sector’s assets.

A collapse of any one of 
these would be even more 
devastating than 2007. 

A decade ago, writes 
commentator Gillian Tett, 
“investors discovered the world of 
‘shadow banks’, when they learnt 
that a vast hidden ecosystem 
of opaque investment vehicles 

posed systemic risks. Regulators 
pledged to clamp down. 

“So did the shadow banks 
shrink? Not quite. 

“A conservative definition of 
the shadow bank sector suggests 
that it is now $45 trillion in 
size, controlling 13 percent of 
the world’s financial assets, up 
from $28 trillion in 2010. 

“A regulatory clampdown 
on the banks has only pushed 
more activity to the shadows.”

The ultra-low interest rates 
and handouts that funnelled 
money to the banks and 
multinationals saved the system. 

But that ammunition won’t 
be available next time. 

There is a limit on how far 
interest rates that are only just 
above 0 percent can be cut further.

It will be very hard for 
politicians to demand another 
bailout for the rich.

FEATURE 10

T
EN YEARS ago this 
month the whole bank-
ing system a lmost 
collapsed—and shat-
tered politicians’ mantra 
that capitalism produces 

improvements for all.  
Lehman Brothers, the world’s 

fourth largest investment bank, filed 
for bankruptcy on 15 September 
2008. Right wing pundits tried to 
claim it showed the system was 
working by punishing bosses who 
had made bad business decisions. 
Politicians and the bankers and 
bosses who run the world economy 
stared into the abyss. 

Within a few weeks, then US presi-
dent George W Bush predicted, “This 
sucker could go down”.

Governments soon started using 
all means necessary to bail out those 
responsible.

The bosses of Lehman Brothers 
were crooks who used “aggressive 
accounting” to hide the scale of 
their debt problems. But the bank’s 
fall wasn’t just down to greedy or  
short-sighted managers.

In May 2008 Alan Greenspan had 
declared, “The worst is over in the 
financial crisis or will be very soon”. 
Greenspan was former chair of the 
US Federal Reserve central bank had 
been at the forefront of championing 
free market reforms since the 1980s.

After Lehman Brothers’ collapse he 
testified that he was “very distressed” 
that he had “found a flaw” in his free 
market ideology.

Lehman Brothers had grown by 
being at the epicentre of a financial 
boom based on gambling with debts.

Signs of trouble had begun to 
show in the “subprime mortgage” 
crisis in 2007. 

Banks borrowed large amounts of 
money on the international money 
markets. They used this cash to 
finance “subprime mortgages” for 
working class, poor and black people 
who had no hope of paying off the 
debts.

After being sold to poor people, 
the individual mortgages wouldn’t 
stay with the bank that had made the 
initial loan. Thousands of them were 
bundled together in a process known 
as “securitisation”.

These bundles of mortgages were 
turned into financial instruments 
with fancy names, such as “collater-
alised debt obligations” and “mort-
gage-backed securities”. By selling on 
these complex packages to investors, 
banks had found a way of creating 
money in the short-term to invest in 
more long-term mortgages.

This was big business for the 
banks, which earned a fee for every 
mortgage they sold on. And by the 

beginning of the credit crisis in 2007, 
mortgage bonds had ballooned into a 
£6.8 trillion market.

The troubles in the subprime mort-
gage market were the symptoms of 
a much bigger financial bubble that 
was bursting. Credit allows capitalism 
seemingly to grow exponentially. But 
when crisis comes, increased reliance 
on credit means it hits harder.

Markets
The financial markets let capitalists  
get their hands on money they need 
for long-term investments that they 
haven’t made from their own profits.  
Capitalists do this by issuing bonds—
giant IOUs—with the promise of  
payment from future profits.

Lehman Brothers was a middle 
man in the world banking casino. It 
acted as a clearing house in the bond 
market where hundreds of thou-
sands of these financial instruments 
were bought and sold by bankers and 
investors.

The other bankers relied on Lehman 
Brothers to let them know who owed 
what to whom or what institutions 
were exposed to what risk. When it 
went bust, the whole system began to 

 

grind to a halt. And this meant that 
banks and investors no longer knew 
what individual banks were likely to 
run into trouble and need a bailout 
next.

RBS in Britain—the bank with the 
biggest balance sheet in the world—
was within hours of collapsing. 

Writing 150 years before the credit 
crunch of 2007, the revolutionary 
Karl Marx described how banking 
bubbles can grow and burst.

He explained that capitalism 
always goes through periods of boom 
and bust. When the system goes bust, 
swathes of capital are destroyed—
bringing down bosses’ financial  
institutions with it.

Governments that had trum-
peted the miracles of the free market 
stepped in to save some of these insti-
tutions. Bush and New Labour were 
forced to oversee some of the biggest 
nationalisations in world history and 
handed over billions of pounds in 
bailouts to the banks. 

And central banks slashed inter-
ested rates—the cost of borrow-
ing—and began a process known 
as Quantitative Easing (QE). QE 
pumped more credit into the econ-
omy as central banks put more 
through the banks as part of the 
bailout. 

This only solved the problem in 
the short term. 

The financial sector’s profits are 
based on productive capital. This 
means that the limits of growth of 
capitalism are based on what’s going 
on in the real, productive econ-
omy. And in the run-up to the bank-
ing collapse, the real economy was 
experiencing a long-term crisis of 
profitability. 

Because of problems in the real 
economy, capitalists invested more 
of their money into financial markets. 

In the short-term, this provided 
bankers and bosses with areas to 
make more money. But the diver-
gence between profit in the real econ-
omy and the expansion of the bank-
ing sector meant creating a bubble 
that eventually burst. 

A similar process is happening in 
the global economy today. The US’s 
Dow Jones shares index has increased 
by 350 percent since 2008, but the 
economy has only grown around 15 
percent. The response of govern-
ments to the credit crunch fuelled 
another boom in cheap credit. And 
Barclays stepped in to buy the profit-
able bits of Lehman Brothers and con-
tinued many of the same practices. 

The banking collapse shows the 
irrationality of a system based on 
maximising profit. The only solu-
tion to the ravages of capitalist crisis 
is a socialist economy that’s based 
on meeting social need not private 
profit. 

Ten years from Lehman Brothers 

The day the 
system nearly  

collapsed
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‘The financial crisis was a 
devastating failure of the 
free market that followed 
a period of rising 
inequality within many 
countries. Yet 
policymakers have barely 
questioned the relative 
roles of government and 
markets’
Martin Wolf
Financial Times

When US banking giant Lehman Brothers collapsed 
a decade ago, it marked the beginning of a gigantic 
crash that bosses still want us to pay for today.  
Tomáš Tengely-Evans looks at what lay behind the 
crisis, how the bosses got away with it—and how 
they’ll make it crash all over againQueues outside a collapsing Northern Rock

People lost their homes in the crisis

There is still profit in debt

Lehman Brothers headquarters in New York



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

EDINBURGH
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL 
With author Iain Ferguson
LONDON: SOUTH
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,
SW9 7PH

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Is the media all powerful?
Thu 20 Sep, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
Freedom of speech and 
‘no platform’—what 
do socialists say?
Wed 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Socialism, anti-racism 
and resistance today
Thu 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
CHESTERFIELD
Venezuela, crisis 
and socialism
Thu 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
DUDLEY
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 19 Sep, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
Capitalism vs the climate
Wed 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Floods, fires and 
heatwaves—is it too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
Socialism, anti-racism 
and resistance today
Thu 20 Sep, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH

GLASGOW
In the era of Trump 
and rising racism—is 
socialism possible?
Thu 20 Sep, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HARLOW
Marxism and disability
Thu 27 Sep, 
7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX

HUDDERSFIELD
What is fracking and 
how do we stop it?
Wed 19 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LIVERPOOL
In the era of Trump 
and rising racism—is 
socialism possible?
Wed 26 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: LEWISHAM
Why is the working class the 
most revolutionary class?
Wed 19 Sep, 
7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: NEWHAM
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove  
(next to Morrisons car park),
Stratford
E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTH
An introduction to the 
Communist Manifesto
Wed 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Crisis in Venezuela—
can socialism work?
Wed 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road,
E3 5AT

LONDON: WEST
How do we organise? 
The united front in 
the 21st century
Thu 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush, W12 7DZ
MEDWAY
The Russian Revolution—
from victory to tragedy
Thu 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St, ME4 4BP
NORWICH
Venezuela, crisis 
and socialism
Thu 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, 
NR2 2SA
PLYMOUTH
Corbynomics and the fight 
against climate change
Thu 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, 
PL4 6LF
SCARBOROUGH
A socialist withdrawal 
from the EU?
Wed 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd, YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Britain’s housing crisis—
where will we live?
Thu 20 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), S1 2JB
TELFORD
Is a democratically run 
economy possible?
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,The Parade,
Wellington, TF1 1PY
YORK
From Charlottesville 
to Oxford—should 
all statues fall?
Wed 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

NATIONAL
Protest at the Tory 
party conference 
Sat 29 Sep, 11am, 
Victoria Sq, Birmingham.  
Called by Midlands TUC and 
the People’s Assembly to 
demand no more austerity, a 
£10 an hour minimum wage, 
proper NHS funding and repeal 
of the Trade Union Act. 
Go to bit.ly/ToryConf18 
for more details

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

NATIONAL
Confronting racism and 
fascism—international 
conference
Sat 20 Oct, 
10am-5.30pm, 
Friends House,  
Euston Road, NW1 2NBJ.
Go to bit.ly/RacismConference
WALTHAMSTOW
How do we stop the 
rise of the racist and 
fascist far fight?
Thu 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Harmony Hall,
10 Truro Rd, E17 7BY
Speakers: Steve Hedley,   
Leah Levane, Nadia Sayed, 
Hasan Patel, Weyman Bennett

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR

DONCASTER
Tue 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Railway Hotel,
West St,
DN1 3AA

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 20 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 20 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Wed 19 Sep, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St),
E17 4QU

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

Palestine, antisemitism and 
why Israel is a racist state 

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.
co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 
Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker (Britain)

MANY PALESTINIANS were killed by the Israeli Defence Force for taking part in the March of Return 

Socialist Worker  12 September 2018
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Dissent reinterpreted in new 
exhibition curated by Hislop
Powerful pieces are on display at British Museum’s latest big show but its 
eclecticism means their context is lacking, argues  Hassan Mahamdallie
PRIVATE EYE editor Ian Hislop has 
combed the archives of the British 
Museum for artefacts from human 
history that signal dissent and 
speak truth to power. The result is 
the exhibition I Object that opened 
last week. 

Hislop says that “the British 
Museum is considered the voice of the 
victors, the rulers and the authorities, 
their weapons, their statues, their 
mummies, their jewellery”. He wants 
to discover from looking through the 
museum’s archives whether “anyone 
else gets a say”.

He discovers that dissent has been 
a persistent presence in the histori-
cal record “across the globe, across 
historical and geographical periods”. 

The exhibition shows that from 
earliest times those denied power 
and a voice in their society have 
always tried to make themselves 

heard in some way and to comment 
and subvert the established order. 

Some have gone further, organised 
against the powers that be and tried 
to rally others to their cause. 

The artefacts that Hislop has 
chosen to display are clearly the tip 
of the  iceberg—there are nine  million 
objects in the British Museum’s 
archives. 

The exhibition displays a sample 
of satirical illustrations from the  
eighteenth century British radical 
press. It includes work by Richard 
Newton, whose targets included the 
slave trade, Napoleon, the rich and 
royalty. 

Yet the museum holds another 
12,000 political illustrations and 
 cartoons from the same period. 

Interpretation
The exhibition raises questions of 
interpretation. 

One of Hislop’s favourite items is 
a fired clay brick from southern Iraq, 
605-562 BC, taken from Baghdad by a 
nineteenth century British diplomat. 

The official museum label says that 
it is a “brick inscribed with the name 
and titles of Nebuchadnezzar II, king 

of Babylon”. The brick is thought to 
be part of a building programme 
connected to the expansion of 
the ancient city of Babylon. 
Each brick had the name of the 
ruler carved into it to show his 
power and prestige. 

Yet one of the  museum’s 
curators pointed out to 
Hislop that in the top 
 right-hand corner, 
someone,  presumably 
the brickmaker, had 
carved the name 
Zabina. 

For Hislop it rep-
resents an “amaz-
ing act of  dissent” 

because Nebuchadnezzar might 
have ordered it, but it was 

Zabina who made it. 
The exhibition plucks out 

whatever caught Hislop’s 
eye. It is an eclectic choice 
and doesn’t have room to 

give a meaningful 
 historical context 
for each piece. 

S o m e  a r e 
 anonymous tilts 
at  authority 
and some rep-
resent power-
ful and brave 
attacks on 
 dictators and 

repressive regimes. Who took the 
time to deface a penny coin with the 
head of George VI by carving a swas-
tika symbol and NAZI across his face? 

Who had the guts to embroider 
a wall hanging depicting a leopard 
with the Congolese proverb “The 
skin of the leopard is beautiful, but 
inside it is war”—assumed to be a 
criticism of the Zairean dictator 
Mobutu? 

How powerful is the Indian 
anti-colonial print of the Hindu 
 goddess Kali with a necklace of sev-
ered heads of Europeans? 
I Object—Ian Hislop’s Search for 
Dissent is on at the British Museum 
until 20 January 2019

FILM
THE SEAGULL
Directed by Michael Mayer 
On general release

ANTON CHEKOV made his 
name casting a critical eye 
on the Russian middle class 
in the twilight years of 
Tsarist rule. 

Michael Mayer’s new film 
adaptation captures some 
of the sense of a society in 
decay, but more through 
accident than by design.

A slight lack of cohesion 
puts the film out of joint, 
but some excellent acting 
shines through.

The male characters’ 
lives are full of dreams of 
fame and great endeavours. 
The characters’ artistic 

pretensions are sometimes 
revealed to be sham.

Annette Bening’s diva 
Irina loudly complimenting 
herself everywhere is 
hilarious.

Yet sometimes the 
undertones are darker. 

For the women, 
competition for male 
attention is paramount. 
People are used and cast 
aside with hardly a thought.

The Seagull exposes the 
way, in a society not so 
unlike our own, that women 
can be treated as disposable 
objects. 
Rena Niamh Smith

Inspiring anti-racist message from ’78
THE NORTHERN Carnival 
against the Nazis—a rally and 
concert held on 15 July 1978 in 
Moss Side, Manchester—was a 
defining moment in establishing 
anti-racism in the city and 
beyond.

Dubbed “the day it became 
cool to be anti-racist”, the 
Carnival galvanised north west 
communities against racist 
groups, including the National 
Front. 

Some 15,000 people marched 
from Strangeways prison to 

Alexandra Park, joining a 
further 25,000 for an afternoon 
of music and unity.

This exhibition could not 
have come at a more important 
time. 

The far right is growing in 
numbers and confidence, spurred 
on by the bile from figures like 
Donald Trump, Tommy Robinson 
and Boris Johnson.

When we live in a society as 
divided as at the moment, this 
exhibition should be applauded.  
It shows us what black and white 

working class people achieved  
40 years ago. It reminds us of 
our tradition of working class 
unity and what we can achieve.  

This exhibition is not just a 
celebration of the past but a 
rallying call to action now. 
Nahella Ashraf
WE ARE DYNAMITE! NORTHERN 
CARNIVAL 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
EXHIBITION
Niamos (Formerly the Nia Centre) 
Manchester M15 5UP 
Until 5 October 
Free

AN IMAGE from the Northern Carnival against the Nazis              Picture: John Sturrock

Annette Bening plays Irina

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  A Party with Socialists 
in it
Simon Hannah

2  A Rebel’s Guide to 
Martin Luther King
Yuri Prasad

3  After Grenfell: How can 
We Fight for Justice?
Alistair Farrow

4 Life Lessons
Melissa Benn

5 Mistaken Identity—
Race and Class in the 
Age of Trump
Asad Haider

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

‘The skin of the leopard is beautiful, 
but inside it is war’

Private Eye editor Ian Hislop

Exhibition
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READ MORE
lMiddle East ‘peace’ is 
about US power 
Socialist Worker article by 
Ken Olende 
bit.ly/OsloA

lThe Nakba shows why 
it’s right to oppose Israel 
Socialist Worker article by 
Nick Clark 
bit.ly/Nakba1948

lPalestine—resistance, 
revolution and the 
struggle for freedom 
Socialist Worker pamphlet 
£2

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

I
F YOU think that Jews 
and Arabs should live 
together in Palestine, 
Labour’s official pol-
icy suggests you’re 
antisemitic.

That’s what we should 
take from the party’s 
decision to adopt the 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance’s 
definition of antisemitism 
last week. 

Jeremy Corbyn suggested 
it shouldn’t be deemed  
antisemitic to support a 
single state in Palestine. Yet 
the party’s ruling national 
executive committee rejected 
that as unacceptable.

It ’s a victory for an 
intense, nasty campaign to 
vilify anyone who believes 
there’s an alternative to the  
“two-state solution” in 
Palestine. 

This idea that there should 
be separate states for Jews 
and Arabs is revered as the 
only legitimate position a 
respectable, mainstream pol-
itician can take. 

It is at the heart of the Oslo 
Accords—the “peace deal” 
between Israel and Palestinian 
leaders that was signed 25 
years ago this week.

In those 25 years it has 
been exposed as a sham.

Israel’s grip on Palestine has 
grown tighter while the pros-
pect of any kind of Palestinian 
state looks further away than 
ever.

Support for a one-state solu-
tion—a secular state with equal 
democratic rights for all—has 
grown as the two-state solution 
has collapsed.

One state is the only solu-
tion that can guarantee the 
right of hundreds of thousands 
of Palestinian refugees to return 
to their homes. 

It would set right the historic 
wrong of 1948, when some  
80 percent of Palestinian land 
was taken by the new state of 
Israel.

Israel and its major allies, the 
US and Britain, are desperate to 
destroy it.

For Israel, a single state for 
both Arabs and Jews would 
mean giving up its status as an 
exclusively Jewish state. 

It owes its existence to 
the forced dispossession of 
Palestinians at the hands of 
colonial settlers who wanted a 
Jewish state in all of Palestine. 

For the US, a single state 
would mean losing its most 
important ally in the Middle 
East.

Israel receives billions of 
pounds in financial and mili-
tary aid from the US each year. 
In return it has helped to police 
the Middle East on the US’s 
behalf.

This is central to how the 
US holds on to its power in the 
region. So getting Palestinian 
leaders to give up the demand 
for a single state was a big vic-
tory for Israel and the US. 

It came at a crucial moment. 
A mass Palestinian upris-

ing—the First Intifada—begin-
ning in 1987 had shaken Israel. 

Yet even at the height of the 
Intifada, leaders of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
were prepared to make major 
concessions.

They wanted to run a 
Palestinian state much like other 
Arab states, many of which had 
ties to the US and the system 
that oppressed Palestinians. 

The strategy that came out 
of this—armed struggle com-
bined with negotiations with 
Arab governments—had led to 
years of defeats. Yasser Arafat, 

head of the PLO’s leading group 
Fatah, gave up the struggle for a 
return to all of Palestine. 

Instead he lowered his sights 
to a “mini-state” alongside 
Israel.

So in 1988 Arafat announced 
that the PLO recognised Israel’s 
right to exist—effectively giving 
up its claim to the Palestinian 
land lost in 1948. 

It paved the way for the sign-
ing of the Oslo Accords in 1993.

For the Palestinians it was a 
huge setback. Far from offering 

a path to the end of occupa-
tion, the Oslo Accords extended 
Israeli control.

Fundamental questions—
such as when Israel might 
withdraw its military or when 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
might form a proper state—
were left unanswered. 

Instead there was only a 
“declaration of principles” for 
future negotiations.

These allowed Israel to keep 
almost complete control of 
“security” inside the occupied 
territories, and at their borders. 

In West Bank areas under 
total Israeli military control, 
Israel rapidly built large city-
like settlements with the goal 
of annexing them and their sur-
rounding land.

When the Oslo Accords were 
signed the settler population 
in the occupied territories was 
110,000. It is now 600,000. 

Settlements and outposts 
are scattered so widely across 
the West Bank that they would 
guarantee a permanent Israeli 
military presence in any future 
Palestinian mini-state. 

O
N TOP of this, 
t he  occupa-
tion has made 
the Palestinian 
e c o n o m y 
c o m p l e t e l y 

dependent on Israel’s. The 
Oslo Accords make sure it 
stays that way.

Israel controls imports and 
exports to the Palestinian terri-
tories, and has a monopoly on 
basic commodities. 

It collects taxes on behalf 
of the PA, which it uses as 
another weapon in its war on 
Palestinians.

In July this year the Israeli 
government voted to take  
£230 million a year from the 
PA’s budget. 

This is to punish the PA for 
welfare payments it gives to the 
families of Palestinians who are 
locked up in Israeli jails.

Free market policies such as 
privatisation, easy borrowing, 
and cheap Labour for  Israeli 
firms, were championed by the 
US and Israel as a vital part of 
“state-building”.

But the PA remains com-
pletely dependent on foreign 
aid to function.

A handful of Palestinian busi-
nesspeople grew rich while the 
rest of the population stayed 
impoverished.

The unemployment rate 
in the occupied territories is  
27 percent—41 percent among 
people aged 15-29. 

Some 21 percent of the 
Palestinian population lives 
below the poverty line of £4.25 
a day.

Managing this semi-state-
hood has transformed the 
PLO—now the PA—into a tool 
of the occupation.

Signing the Oslo Accords 
didn’t just require giving up 
the resistance, but helping to 
police it. 

The largest chunk of the PA’s 
budget has consistently gone 
towards security—police and 
the like.

OSLO DEAL 
BETRAYED 
PALESTINE
The Oslo Accords signed 25 years ago helped Israel tighten 
its grip on Palestine. They enshrined the two-state solution 
that has been since exposed as a sham, writes Nick Clark

“Security coordination” with 
Israel has seen Palestinian 
police clamp down on dem-
onstrations and raid refugee 
camps with the same brutality 
as the occupying Israeli army. 

The most disgraceful aspect 
of this cooperation is the PA’s 
complicity in the siege of the 
Gaza Strip. 

In 2006 Hamas, a resistance 
group that didn’t sign up to the 
Oslo agreement, won PA elec-
tions. Fatah cooperated with 
Israel and the US to launch a 
coup against it.

A brief, bloody civil war in 
2007 left Hamas in charge in 
the Gaza Strip, but Fatah in 
control of the PA in the West 
Bank.

The PA now helps Israel 
tighten the screws on Hamas, 
recently cutting funding for 
energy and public sector sala-
ries, contributing to a humani-
tarian crisis.

Now the PA is in crisis. The 
Palestine Centre for Policy and 
Survey Research conducts fre-
quent polls in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

It consistently finds that a 
huge chunk of the population 
views the PA as “a burden on 
the Palestinian people”.

Just under half of people 
thought this in the most recent 
survey, while more than  
60 percent wanted PA president 
Mahmoud Abbas to resign. 

Some 43 percent wanted the 
PA to disband altogether.

But the occupation is also a 
crisis for Israel. It is the defining 
feature of Israeli politics. 

Israel will never allow a 
Palestinian state. Documents 
relating to negotiations leaked 
in 2011 revealed how Israeli 
negotiators treated the idea 
that the PA might ever achieve 
statehood as a joke.

And Palestinian negotiators 
were prepared to cave in to 
almost any Israeli demand.

But as Israel’s control extends 
over the West Bank it faces the 
problem of what to do 
about the Palestinians 
who live there.

If Israel annexed the 
West Bank—as many of 
its government ministers 
want—Palestinians would once 
more be the majority. It would 
be the end of Israel as a Jewish 
state.

Israel has responded with 
increasing brutality against the 
Palestinians, and authoritarian-
ism towards anyone who sup-
ports them. 

Its recent nation state law—
confirming that only Jewish 

people have the right to self-
determination in Israel—is part 
of its reaction. 

But so is its campaign to dis-
credit support for a one-state 
solution and the right of return 
for Palestinian refugees as 
antisemitic. 

A single-state solution, giving 
equal democratic rights to Jews 
and Arabs would give a way out 
of those crises—and crucially 

justice for the Palestinians. 
But Israel and the 

imperialist system it 
defends stand in the 

way of that solution. 
Winning it would take 

mass resistance to both by 
Palestinians and people 

across the Middle East.
It would also need inter-

national solidarity with the 
Palestinians—the kind that’s 
under attack in Britain today.

ISRAELIS taunt 
Palestinians as 
settlements spread 
throughout the 
West Bank (above) 
but there is 
resistance (below)

One state is the 
only way to 
guarantee the 
right of return 
for Palestinians

‘‘ 
Jeremy Corbyn

PLO LEADER Yasser Arafat (right) and Israeli prime minister Yitzahk Rabin (left) after 

signing the Oslo Accords in 1993—overseen by US president Bill Clinton (centre)

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

‘Community’ is no way to 
fight against oppression

Sharing a religion or 
ethnicity doesn’t mean 
everyone has the same 
interests, argues  
Sadie Robinson

THE ATTACKS on Jeremy 
Corbyn over his support 
for Palestine have involved 
a lot of talk about the 
“Jewish community”.

Until earlier this month, 
the Labour Party did not 
say describing Israel as 
racist was antisemitic. 

Supporters of the 
Israeli state said this 
position offended the 
“Jewish community”.

Behind this is an attempt 
to equate Jewishness with 
Zionism, the founding 
ideology of Israel. 

But many Jews oppose 
Israel’s oppression of the 
Palestinians. There is a wide 
range of opinion among 
Jewish people just as there 
is among all groups.

There is not one Jewish 
“community” that thinks, 
acts and lives the same 
way, just as there isn’t a 
“Muslim community” or 
a “black community”.

The idea of a “community” 
implies that some shared 
characteristic, such as 
religion or race, gives people 
a common interest. But this 
completely ignores class.

All women experience 
sexism, but rich women 
bosses or the queen 
don’t have the same class 
interests—or lives—as 
working class women.

Billionaire boss Mohammed 
Ibrahim is listed as one of the 
top 500 influential Muslims 
in the world. His life of luxury 
is a million miles away from 
that of working class Muslims.

Understanding
The idea of communities gives 
the impression that someone’s 
religion, race, gender or 
sexuality is the key to 
defining and understanding 
them, not their class.

It ties ordinary people 
and the rich together by 
suggesting that shared 
characteristics means they 
have shared interests. 

It’s linked to the argument 
that you have to be a 
member of an oppressed 

group to understand that 
oppression. So, Corbyn’s 
critics argued that he had no 
right to define antisemitism 
because he isn’t Jewish.

It’s true that oppression 
shapes experiences. Men 
won’t know what it’s like 
to directly experience 
sexism, for instance.

But suffering oppression 
doesn’t give you an automatic 
understanding of it—or an 
interest in fighting to end it. 

Theresa May says she’s a 
feminist. But she is part of a 
class that fights to uphold a 
system that oppresses women.

Frederick Engels, on the 

other hand, understood 
that women’s oppression is 
rooted in class society and 
campaigned to end it.

For socialists, a vision 
for a better world sits 
alongside the fight against 
of sexism, homophobia 
and racism today.

It’s understandable why 
people who suffer oppression 
may conclude that they 
need to stick together.

Bigger
Muslims who suffer 
Islamophobic abuse in 
the street may feel safer 
staying in areas with bigger 
Muslim populations.

Women who suffer 
violence at the hands of 
men may think that men in 
general are a problem and 
want to organise separately.

But dividing people up 
based on their various 
characteristics makes it 
harder for ordinary people 
to unite against their 
common enemy—the rich.

We need to get rid of 
oppression. And since it 
is rooted in capitalism, 
that means we have to 
challenge the system.

The ruling class has an 
interest in protecting the 
system—even if some of its 
members experience some 
oppression within it. Working 
class people, whatever 
their religion, race or sex, 
have a common interest in 
uniting to get rid of it.

They also have the 
strength, numbers and 
collective experience to 
overthrow capitalism 
and build a new society 
free from oppression.

DO YOU have to be Jewish to define antisemitism?

READ MORE
lWhat is class?
by Joseph Choonara 
bit.ly/WhatIsClass

lAre we all divided by 
privilege? 
by Esme Choonara 
bit.ly/DividedPrivilege

lWindrush scandal shows 
how ‘Britishness’ stinks 
by Yuri Prasad 
bit.ly/BritishnessStinks

Working class 
people have an 
interest in 
uniting to end 
capitalism
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 US rulers in a deep state of hypocrisy
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

THE ONLY force stopping 
Donald Trump pressing the 
nuclear button is the benign 
figures at the heart of the 
US state. That’s according 
to them, anyway.

A senior White House offi-
cial allegedly wrote an anon-
ymous editorial in the New 
York Times (NYT)  newspaper 
last week. 

It claimed senior figures in 
the White House are work-
ing against Trump “diligently 
from within to frustrate parts 
of his agenda and his worst 
inclinations”.

Trump’s reaction was to 
accuse the author of treason. 
By last Friday he was call-
ing for attorney general Jeff 
 Sessions to identify the author.

Quash
Trump had attacked Sessions 
days previously for failing to 
quash criminal investiga-
tions into two Republican 
 politicians. 

The US president appears 
to be running out of friends 
and, under pressure, is getting  
desperate. 

He appealed to a crowd of 

supporters in Montana last 
Thursday to vote for him to 
prevent his impeachment.

And  j ou rna l i s t  Bob 
 Woodward has released a 
new book on the Trump 
White House based on hun-
dreds of hours of interviews.

In one extract he described 

how Trump was stopped 
from sending a tweet that 
would have been seen by 
North Korea as warning of 
an imminent attack.

Both Woodward’s book 
and the NYT editorial add 
to the cacophony of voices 
insisting the state is in safe 

hands. The underlying mes-
sage is to trust in the “unsung 
heroes in and around the 
White House,” as the NYT’s 
anonymous official describes 
them. The unelected “adults 
in the room”. 

What the editorial reveals 
is that people from across the 

US ruling class are uniting in 
an unprecedented way to get 
rid of Trump.

“This isn’t the work of the 
so-called ‘deep state’,” writes 
the New York Times’ anon-
ymous source—a self-con-
fessed conservative. “It’s the 
work of the steady state.”

Irony
All the voices in the choir 
are lauding such exam-
ples while, without irony, 
 branding Trump a threat to 
US  democracy.

They are calling for a 
return to business as usual for 
US capitalism. That means 
more poverty, more wars and 
more racism.

Barack Obama added his 
voice to the chorus on Friday, 
appealing to conservatives to 
vote for Democrats at the 
November midterm elections 
to “restore sanity”. 

However the US working 
class movement has been 
inspired by teachers’ strikes 
that have swept the country. 

That points to a real 
alternative to the horrors 
of Trump—one based on 
solidarity and combativity 
rather than looking to those 
at the top.

TRUMP IS haunted by shadowy figures in the White House 

Coup threat  
in Venezuela
O F F I C E R S  f r o m 
Venezuela’s mil itary 
met with US officials to 
discuss the possibility 
of a coup against presi-
dent Nicholas Maduro. 
Reports of the meeting 
emerged on Saturday. 

Then US secretary of 
state Rex Tillerson said, 
“In the history of Vene-
zuela and South Ameri-
can countries, it is often 
times that the military is 
the agent of change.”

The US has intervened 
for decades in Latin 
 America—both directly, 
and by backing military 
forces. Despite this, the 
US did not act on appeals 
from sections of the Ven-
ezuelan military this time. 

This is partly because 
the Venezuelan officers 
were not seen as reliable. 

Donald Trump has 
not shied from threaten-
ing “the military option” 
in Venezuela, and it 
remains a possibility.

COMMENT16
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 Councils inject £9 billion  
 into fracking companies
A new report has uncovered how council bosses are investing workers’ money 
into dirty drilling. Sarah Bates looks at who’s funding the fossil fuel giants 

 NEW research has revealed the 
scale of local authority cash 

propping up the fracking industry. 
Council bosses invested over  

£9 billion from workers’ pensions 
funds in fracking companies in just 
one year, according to the Divest 
Fracking report published last week. 

The data is based on Freedom of 
Information requests which asked 
councils that manage pension funds 
for a list of investments in 2016-2017. 

It notes that “all around the world 
councils, organisations and institu-
tions are showing moral leadership 
on climate change by selling off their 
shares and other investments in fossil 
fuel companies.”

And it argues that councils in 
Britain should do the same and with-
draw their money from this danger-
ous fossil fuels industry. 

Fracking works by blasting water, 
sand and chemicals at a high pres-
sure to extract gas or oil deep 
underground.  

Threatens  
It can shatter the lives of people living 
near wells and threatens more cata-
strophic climate change. 

The first frack in Britain for seven 
years is on the horizon. 

In July fracking firm Cuadrilla 
was granted final permission to start 
extracting shale gas at the Prison 
New Road site near Blackpool in 
Lancashire. 

The surrounding area will suffer 
from noise and air pollution. 
Earthquakes and a contaminated 
water supply are also likely. 

Fracking bosses have their eyes on 
Lancashire, because they say its geol-
ogy makes it ideal to frack. 

In 2015 then Tory local government 

minister Sajid Javid overruled 
Lancashire council and gave Cuadrilla 
the go-ahead. 

A mass campaign had forced it to 
vote to deny Cuadrilla permission to 
frack.

But Lancashire council has poured 
some £187 million into companies 
that profit from fracking. 

Claire Stephenson from Frack Free 
Lancashire called the local authori-
ties’ investment “incredibly short 
sighted”. 

“This shocking revelation of where 

our councillors have their pensions 
invested is unsupportable and we 
urgently call for change and divest-
ment,” she said. 

Even in Scotland—where the 
Scottish National Party (SNP) gov-
ernment has temporarily banned 
fracking—councils have invested  
£927 million in pension fund money. 

Mary Church from Friends of the 
Earth Scotland, said,  “If fracking is 
too dirty and dangerous for Scotland 
we shouldn’t be trying to profit from 
it taking place in other countries.” 

Public support for the fracking indus-
try is very low—the latest figures 
show just 18 percent are in favour of 
fracking.

Councils would be better off 
resourcing renewable energy—which 
is supported by 85 percent of people. 

Fracking further entrenches reli-
ance on fossil fuels, when proper 
funding should be given to develop-
ing renewable energy. With climate 
catastrophe on the horizon, the stakes 
could not be higher to finish the dirty 
fracking industry off for good.

LANCASHIRE’S GEOLOGY makes it a prime prize for the fracking bosses 

 Victory at Leith Hill site 
ANTI-fracking 
campaigners 

have scored a 
victory in their 
decade-long battle 
against Europa Oil 
and Gas. 

The company 
pulled out of the 
Leith Hill site 
in Surrey last 
week after it was 
unable to renew 
its lease. 

Europa 
Oil and Gas 
shares dropped 
by 5.8 percent on the day of the 
announcement.

Patrick Nolan is part of the 
Leith Hill Action group that has 

been fighting 
the plans since 
December 2008. 

He said 
campaigners “have 
been told by many 
people in many 
circumstances that 
we were just fighting 
the inevitable”.

“However, today’s 
announcement 
shows the value of 
continuing the fight,” 
he added. 

Europa Oil and Gas 
was unable to agree 
certain conditions 

on the lease, including traffic 
management plans and erecting 
security fencing.

Cops move against camp 
WITH FRACKING set to start 
imminently at Preston New 

Road in Lancashire, bosses are 
redoubling their efforts to clamp 
down on protest.

Anti-fracking activists have 
been based at three camps near 
the Preston New Road site since 
Cuadrilla started exploratory work 
there in January last year.

One of these is the “B and Q” 
camp near an industrial park in 
Dugdale.

On Tuesday of last week cops 
and guards from the Portal security 
company claimed they were 
serving a “writ of possession and 
control” to the camp. 

This is a legal notice to leave  

the property. But campaigners 
doubted the legality of the 
document as they were given no 
notice, it was dated incorrectly and 
misspelt. 

Campaigners had erected 
structures to fortify the camp and 
have vowed to resist eviction, as 
Socialist Worker went to press on 
Tuesday. 

Activists think vacating the area 
will make it easier for Cuadrilla 
bosses to bring fracking equipment 
into the site. 

Protest camps have been a 
focus for resistance during the 
long campaign to stop the next 
phase of the fracking industry in 
Lancashire.

Billion-pound 
companies 

 Councils invested in 
huge multinationals 

such as Shell, BP and 
ConocoPhillips, which 
have major global 
fracking operations.

The Greater 
Manchester Pension 
Fund has a £275 million 
investment in BP.

BP said it doesn’t 
want to be linked to 
fracking in Britain. 

But they’re happy 
to do it in the US, 
Argentina, Oman and 
China. 

Firms rely on 
legal threats

 IGAS was granted 
an interim 

injunction at Mission 
Springs and Tinker Lane 
in Nottinghamshire and 
at Ellesmere Port in 
Cheshire.

CEO Stephen Bowler 
(pictured) said they 
“fully respect peaceful 
protest”. But the 
injunction bans protests 
that stop vehicles from 
entering the site. 

Union leaders 
back frackers

 SOME trade union 
leaders support 

fracking because they 
claim it will create jobs 
and cut energy bills. 

But Britain would 
need 6,000 shale gas 
wells to meet just  
50 percent of current 
demand.

Trade unionists should 
fight for renewable 
jobs, which are part of 
a sustainable socialist 
economy that doesn’t 
cost the earth.

Socialist Worker  12 September 2018
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Crane workers say 
yes to new pay offer
CRANE WORKERS have voted 
to accept a new pay offer, 
following strikes.

Workers at the Liebherr 
Sunderland Works plant have 
won a pay rise of 3.3 percent 
and 24 December as paid 
holiday, for this year only. 

Unite and GMB union 
members struck in August 
and September against the 
bosses’ pay offer of 3 percent.

Demonstration to 
shame letting agent
HOUSING ACTIVISTS in 
Manchester plan to protest 
on Saturday against a letting 
agent that refuses to let 
homes to people on benefits.

The protest is organised 
by Tenants Union UK 
and Greater Manchester 
Housing Action. It assembles 
from 11am near HOME on 
Whitworth Street West, 
Manchester M1 5NG.

Airport workers set 
for strikes over pay
AROUND 80 workers at 
Liverpool’s John Lennon 
Airport were set to strike 
on Thursday this week and 
Wednesday of next week after 
rejecting a pay offer.

In a ballot 68 percent of 
the GMB union members 
rejected a below-inflation pay 
offer of 2.2 percent plus a 
£150 lump sum.

New pay ballot is 
possible in the PCS
CIVIL SERVICE workers could 
launch a fresh strike ballot 
over pay next spring, the PCS 
union has said, if their pay is 
held below inflation.

Workers in the Ministry 
of Justice rejected a pay 
proposal in a ballot last 
month.

Some 94 percent voted 
against the proposal on a  
74 percent turnout.

Marking socialist 
history in Somerset
BRIDGWATER TRADES Union 
Council hosts Somerset’s 
second-ever socialist history 
day on Saturday.

Sessions include Somerset 
radicals and The Bridgwater 
Poll Tax Rebellion.

It takes place from 9.30am 
at GWRSA/Railway Club, 
Wellington Rd, TA6 5HA.

Amazon conditions 
spark GMB protest
THE GMB union held a 
protest on Thursday of last 
week at Amazon’s Rugeley 
warehouse in Staffordshire 
over working conditions.

During the past three 
calendar years ambulances 
were called 115 times to the 
site.

One pregnant woman 
said she was forced to stand 
for ten hours a day, while 
another said she suffered a 
miscarriage.

 Glasgow workers get  
 ready for pay strikes
by SARAH BATES

EQUAL PAY campaigners in 
Glasgow are getting ready to 
deliver a huge mandate for 
action when their strike ballot 
closes in the next week.

Workers in education and 
Cordia Services—who provide 
care, cleaning and catering—
are voting on whether to 
strike against Glasgow City 
Council (GCC), run by the 
Scottish Nationalist Party.

If they vote for action, some 
7,200 workers could strike 
together and shut down many 
local services.

They are fighting GCC to 
rectify an unfair pay structure 
that saw women workers 
paid less than men. Council 
negotiators walked away from 
talks in August, so workers are 
preparing to take action. 

The Unison union has some 
2,700 members in education, 
and 2,000 employed by 
Cordia—their ballot finishes on 

Tuesday of next week.
And the GMB union’s 2,500 

members in Cordia will finish 
voting this Thursday.

A huge vote for strikes could 
bring the bosses back to the 

negotiating table and finish 
off their rotten pay system for 
good. 
nEqual pay demo, 12.30pm, 
Thu 13 September, Glasgow 
City Chambers, G2 1DU

JOHN MCDONNELL joined a cleaners’ protest in London last week  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Big support for bus pickets
by RICHARD BUCKWELL

BUS WORKERS in 
Nottingham and Derbyshire 
struck on Monday of this 
week against a  
below-inflation 2.5 percent 
“poverty pay” offer.

Some 50 Unite union 
members at Nottingham’s 
main depot walked out, with 
a really good mood on the 
picket line. 

The company Trentbarton 

have brought in supervisors 
and managers to cover the 
routes. 

Strikers see this as just 
the start of the campaign, 
and there was lots of support 
from traffic going past. 

Workers at the depot 
who are employed by other 
bus companies are very 
supportive of the strike. 

There are plans to escalate 
and to strike next Monday,  
17 September.

CLEANERS

TRANSPORT WORKERS

 Workers win Living Wage
WORKERS AT Kensington and 
Chelsea council celebrated 
winning their demand of 
the London Living Wage of 
£10.20 an hour last week. 

The cleaners have been 
promised that the council will 
implement the changes by 
December. The council has 
also pledged to review the 
outsourcing contract with firm 
Amey, with a view to bringing 
the cleaners in house. 

While the United Voices 

of the World (UVW) union 
members celebrated, others 
were demonstrating for the 
same demands in Westminster. 

Cleaners at the Ministry of 
Justice are paid the minimum 
wage. They took to the streets 
on Wednesday of last week 
along with Labour politicians. 

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell addressed the 
crowd, promising to “end all 
outsourcing when we get into 
government”.

COUNCIL WORKERS

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE LOCAL GOVERNMENT

 Vote for action gets results
A PLANNED strike in East 
Dunbartonshire has been 
called off after council 
bosses backed off from 
attacks. 

Members of the Unison 
and Unite unions voted to 
walk out after negotiations 
broke down over redundancy 
packages.

Four days of strikes 
in June had already won 
victories over pay, holiday 
and terms and conditions. 

They have been working 
to rule ever since. 

The Lib Dem and Tory 
controlled council wanted 
to steal three days’ annual 
leave from workers.

They also wanted to 
attack unsocial working 
and overtime rates, and 
drastically cut voluntary 
redundancy packages. 

Unions are set to ballot 
their members with a 
recommendation to accept 
the new deal—which adds a 
better redundancy package 
to the terms already won.

The Unison branch has 
increased its membership 
by 40 percent during the 
dispute. 

Simon Macfarlane is 
regional organiser for 
Unison. He said, “This is a 
tremendous position to be 
in given where we were last 
November when the council 
unilaterally took a decision 
to reduce our members’ pay 
and conditions.”

Unison said the deal 
was “the best that can 
be achieved through 
negotiations”.

Strikes could have won 
more.

THE BATTLE over low 
pay in Scottish local 
government continues. 

The Unison union 
announced last week that it 
is recommending rejecting 
the bosses’ pay offer. 

It sits alongside the 
Unite and GMB unions in 
the Scottish Joint Council 
negotiating team.

GMB members voted to 
reject the deal by 92 percent. 

The association of Scottish 
councils has offered workers 
a 3 percent rise for workers 
earning up to £36,500, 
and 2 percent for those 
earning up to £80,000.

Workers earning over 
£80,000 will get a flat 
increase of £1,600.

Carol Ball, vice chair of 
Unison local government 
committee said the offer 
“does very little for the 
lowest paid workers like 
care workers and support 
for learning assistants”.

Workers fighting for equal pay  Picture: unison GlasGow city/twitter

by TOM KAY

AROUND 50 people came 
to a campaign meeting last 
week to protest against Tower 
Hamlets council’s plans to 
close the three remaining 
local authority day nurseries 
in the east London borough. 

The nurseries deliver highly 
trained support to vulnerable 
children, including through a 
specialist deaf support centre. 

If closed, compulsory 
redundancies would be likely.

Parents, nursery workers, 
Labour councillors, trade 
unionists and the Salford 
Nurseries campaign addressed 
the meeting. 

John McLoughlin, Unison 
local government branch 
secretary, said, “Our kids 
suffer when nurseries close”. 
nSee “Tower Hamlets Save 
Our Nurseries” on Facebook 
for more details

 Fight is on to save nurseries
NURSERY CAMPAIGN

RMT UNION members have 
voted by 88 percent to 
continue striking against 
the rollout of driver only 
operation (DOO) trains. 

Workers on the Northern 
and South Western Railway 
(SWR) lines walked 
out last Saturday. 

They are fighting changes 
which would make train  
travel unsafe and 
inaccessible.

Train bosses have refused 
to guarantee that a second 
safety-trained member of 
staff will be on trains at all 
times. 

Northern claim to be 
operating 30 percent of its 
services, and SWR said but 
it would run half the normal 
amount of trains. 

But strikers say bosses 
count rail replacement 
buses, shorter routes and 
reduced frequency of 
timetables as normal service 
on strike days.

Workers on Northern plan 
to walk out for three more 
consecutive Saturdays. 

Another walkout is set 
to go ahead on SWR this 
Saturday, with further dates 
likely to be announced soon.

BUS WORKERS

On the picket line on Monday  Picture: richard Buckwell
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TRADES UNION CONGRESS

 Fighting unions are  
 needed to beat May  
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 
at the TUC in Manchester

T H E  T R A D E S  U n i o n 
Congress met in Manchester 
this week and one of the 
main discussions was over 
Brexit (see page 7).

But there were also many 
other debates. 

TUC general secretary 
Frances O’Grady challenged 
Theresa May to call a gen-
eral election after accusing 
the Tories of “bankrupting” 
public services and doing 
“absolutely nothing” to help 
workers.

O’Grady said nothing had 
been done to stop Universal 
Credit cuts, tackle zero hours 
contracts, build enough coun-
cil homes or improve wages.

But the Tories won’t dis-
appear without a massive 
struggle.

The TUC, and the individ-
ual union leaders, have to do 
far more to encourage and 
support resistance. 

Instead far too often they 
have told workers to accept 
rotten deals.

O’Grady also accused 
Boris Johnson of “dog whis-
tle racism” over his recent 
appalling comments about 
burqas.

She won loud applause 
from delegates when she 
said, “A woman who wears a 

niqab or a burqa is still our 
sister.

“We defend the right of 
Muslim women, and all 
women, to wear whatever 
they want.

“Wherever the far right 
marches or tries to attack 
mosques and synagogues, 
the trade union movement 
will be there. 

“Defending communities. 
Standing firm. Let’s send the 
message—they will not pass.”

nINDIVIDUALS involved 
in the collapse of construc-
tion giant Carillion should 
face an immediate criminal 
investigation, urged Unite 
assistant general secretary 
Gail Cartmail. She said the 
Insolvency Service was only 
just starting to investigate 
if laws were broken, eight 
months after the company 
went out of business.

“This is simply too little too 
late,” said Cartmail. 

“There must be an imme-
diate criminal investigation 
into Carillion, and we the 
trade union movement must 
lead that call. If no laws were 
broken, then we need, better, 
stronger laws.

“While thousands of work-
ers have been thrown on the 
scrap heap, those responsible 
for driving the company into 
the ditch have dusted them-
selves off and started again 
as if nothing had happened.”

FIGHTING SEXISM STOP THE WAR COALITION

Women’s rights must be a priority issue
FIGHTING ATTACKS on 
women’s rights was a theme 
of the TUC conference. 

Delegates called for 
a fight against sexual 
harassment and abuse 
across workplaces, and 
decriminalisation of 
abortion. 

Vicky Knight of the TUC 
women’s committee said, 
“The rise of the #MeToo 
movement shows us sexual 
harassment is alive and well. 
It goes from the Presidents’ 
Club to the President of the 
United States. 

“This must be a priority 
union issue and one of epic 
proportions.” 

Maureen Beattie, 
president of the Equity 
actors’ union, moved a 
motion on fighting sexual 
harassment in the creative 
industries. “No one should 

be made to feel unsafe in 
their workplace,” she said. 

She pledged, “When the 
media spotlight moves, 
Equity will still be there.” 

The motion called for 
unions to “redouble our effort 
to bring changes to the law”. 

Silence
These would include 
investigating  
“Non‑Disclosure 
Agreements”, which bosses 
have used to silence victims 
of sexual abuse, and for the 
Equality Act 2010 to extend 
to self‑employed workers. 

Delegates also talked 
about the importance 
of taking on sexism in 
workplaces and unions. 

Mary Herbison from the 
RMT transport union said, 
“I work in a male dominated 
industry and had to endure 

the ‘banter’. I was strong 
enough to answer back, but 
many are not. 

“Education and training of 
union reps is very important 
so they can support members 
who are brave enough to 
speak over this abuse.” 

Congress passed a 
motion to “support the We 
Trust Women Campaign 
to decriminalise abortion 
across the UK”. 

Women in Northern 
Ireland—part of the British 
state—do not have rights 
under the Abortion Act 1967. 

Claire Mullaly, a Prospect 
union delegate from 
Belfast, slammed the Tory 
government for refusing 
to do anything on abortion 
rights in Northern Ireland. 
“We call for free, safe legal 
abortions to be provided,” 
she said. “Time to act!” 

O’GRADY SAID the Tories have failed Picture: tuc

SCHOOLS

  Teachers meet to discuss 
their campaign over pay 
NEU UNION members in 
London planned a pay rally 
on Thursday of this week. The 
national executive committee 
of the NUT section of the union 
last week voted to campaign for 
a fully-funded 3.5 percent pay 
rise for all teachers.

The government’s School 
Teachers’ Review Body 
recommended a 3.5 percent 
rise. But the Tories want to 
give that to just 40 percent of 
teachers. 

Some of the pay rise would 
come from the existing schools 
budget, meaning more cuts.

The union has said it will 
organise regional meetings 
and rallies. It could begin an 
indicative ballot of teachers 
over pay. 

Teachers should call 
meetings in their schools to 
discuss and build the campaign.
lLondon pay rally—Thursday 
13 September, 6pm, Central 
Hall, Westminster Storey’s 
Gate, SW1P 3BT. Speakers 
include joint NEU general 
secretary Kevin Courtney

nA PLAN to create a Multi 
Academy Trust (MAT) in 
Brent, north west London, 
has been delayed because of 
allegations relating to one 
of the schools involved.

School bosses want The 
Village School to form an MAT 
with Woodfield School, which 
is already an academy.

NEU union members at The 
Village School staged several 
strikes against the plan last 
year. 

Local MPs and parents also 
opposed it.

Workers say the plan has 
been delayed for at least two 
months while the Department 
for Education investigates 
“compliance issues”.

A consultant at the school is 
alleged to have been paid close 
to £240,000 in around two 
years for around eight days’ 
work a month. 

It is also claimed that, 
before taking up the post, he 
had been a trustee overseeing 
financial decisions made by 
the academy.

On the rally in Norwich                               Picture: Wendy Smith

GMB must step up support
WORKERS AT Robinsons 
(Britvic) in Norwich, who have 
held a series of strikes since 
the summer, called a rally in 
the city centre on Monday.

Strikers rallied and marched 
with their GMB union flags 
and the pickets’ home-made 
placards. 

Members of the public took 
leaflets and donated to the 
strike fund. 

The dispute is over the 
plant’s closure and redundancy 
packages.  

 There is so much more 
that the union could be doing 

to widen the support for the 
strike. GMB general secretary 
Tim Roache has yet to visit the 
picket line. 

The strike committee 
and union officials hope the 
publicity from the rally will 
strengthen their hand in the 
meeting with the company 
which was set for this week. 

But the union needs to step 
up support.  
lSend messages of support to 
ivan.mercer@gmb.org.uk and 
donations to www.gofundme.
com/britvic-strike
Wendy Smith

FOOD AND DRINK WORKERS

WORKERS AT York Teaching 
Hospital NHS Foundation 
Trust are being balloted for 
strikes against bosses’ plans 
to attack their jobs. 

Bosses want to outsource 
200 estates and maintenance 
workers to the Limited Liability 
Partnership, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary. 

Some 77 percent of Unite 
union members backed 
industrial action in an indicative 
ballot earlier this month. 

While the trust would 

remain the sole shareholder, 
it would allow bosses to 
undermine wages and terms 
and conditions. 

Slashing the wage bill would 
make it more attractive for 
private companies—making 
it a bridgehead to fully-blown 
privatisation.

Strikes or the threat of 
strikes—notably at Wigan—
forced bosses to back off from 
setting up similar schemes. 
The York ballot runs until 
Thursday of next week.

HEALTH WORKERS

 Opposing war 
OVER 100 people attended the 
annual general meeting of the 
Stop the War Coalition (STWC) 
in London on Saturday. 

Delegates came from STWC 
groups across Britain to take 
part in sessions that included 
opposing war and racism in the 
era of Trump, and the Middle 
East, imperialism, occupation 
and war. 

Many speakers pointed to 
the increased instability in the 
global system and said that 
Trump’s election had made the 
world a more dangerous place. 

STWC convenor Lindsey 
German talked in the opening 
session of the tremendous 
turnout for the anti-Trump 
demonstration in July.

She said it showed 
the potential for future 
mobilisations.  

Several motions passed 
expressed the importance 
of the STWC continuing its 
support for the struggle of the 
Palestinians. 
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More online
Care workers speak out  
bit.ly/carestrike

  CARE STRIKERS  
 NEED SUPPORT  
by SARAH BATES

HOME CARE workers in 
Birmingham are determined 
to win their battle to defend 
services, as their dispute 
should become a focus for 
the trade union movement.

Over 280 Unison union 
members were set to begin 
a fresh round of strikes on 
Wednesday of this week. 

They plan to strike for five 
days, and for a further five 
days from 24 September. 

The  mos t l y  women  
low-paid workers are fighting 
plans to dismantle the home 
enablement service. 

This free, council-run ser-
vice supports people in their 
own homes following dis-
charge from hospital.

Independence
It allows people to maintain 
independence. But Labour-
run Birmingham City Council 
(BCC) wants to slash 55 jobs 
and force the rest of the 
workforce on to part time 
hours.

It’s then likely this public 
service would be sold off to 
the private sector.

Strikers are holding a rally 

on the fourth day of this 
week’s action. They hope 
trade unionists and cam-
paigners will join them on 
the streets of Birmingham in 
solidarity.

The home carers work 

alone, so collective activity 
during the strike is crucial. 

Mandy Buckley, senior 
shop steward, told Socialist 
Worker that the rally was 
“really important”.

“The members can see the 

support that we’re getting 
from other unions and other 
people,” she said.

“They can’t see how many 
of us are striking until we do 
pickets and protests—mem-
bers don’t realise it’s near 

enough all of us on strike.” 
The vicious cuts to home 

care are part of a wider pro-
gramme of cuts from BCC. 

And the latest strikes take 
place just as a new report has 
revealed that health visiting 

services in Birmingham are 
“in meltdown”. 

A review from the Care 
Quality Commission shows 
that health visitors in the city 
have double the number of 
recommended caseloads. 

Warning
It issued a warning notice 
to trust chief executive 
Richard Kirby that “signifi-
cant improvements” must be 
made by next year.

Unite union regional 
officer Su Lowe warned, “We 
are into unsafe practice ter-
ritory where serious issues, 
such as postnatal depression 
and domestic abuse, could 
be missed because of lack of 
resources.” 

All trade unionists should 
build solidarity with the 
home care workers and finish 
off the council’s destructive 
plans.  
Strike rally and protest— 
Sat 15 Sept, 12 noon, 
Victoria Sq, Birmingham 
B1 1BD. Send messages of 
support to caroline.johnson@
birminghamunison.co.uk

BIRMINGHAM HOME care strikers in London last month  Picture: SuPPort the Birmingham homecare WorkerS/FaceBook 

CAMDEN

 Traffic wardens get ready for a five-day walkout to demand higher wages
TRAFFIC wardens in 
Camden, central London 
are “very, very ready” to 
begin a five-day strike to 
fight for decent pay, on 
Monday. 

Over 120 Unison union 
members, officially known 
as Civil Enforcement 
Officers, are demanding a 
wage of £11.15 an hour. 

Camden council 
has outsourced the 
parking service to 
private company NSL. 

Strikes in 2015 saw 
workers win a three-
year pay deal that would 
see them paid 25p 
more than the London 
Living Wage (LLW). 

The LLW currently 

stands at just 
£10.20 an hour. 

Camden Unison 
said pay claims based 
on the LLW should 
use it as a minimum, 
not a maximum, for 
low paid workers.

A Camden traffic 
warden told Socialist 
Worker that they 
desperately need 
the increase. 

“The cost of living in 
London is high, food 
prices are high”, he said.

He added that 
workers are angry 
about more than pay. 

Often working alone, 
and outside in all 
weathers, many of the 

traffic wardens have 
suffered abuse—much of 
it racist—from the public. 

“We are assaulted, we 
are physically attacked 
and racially abused,” he 
told Socialist Worker.

“A few of our staff have 
been taken to hospital. 

“We have been spat 
upon, beaten up—one 
of our staff was put into 
a van and driven off 
like a kidnapping.”

This anger means that 
a 92 percent mandate 
for strikes was delivered 
in the latest ballot. 

Parking fines are a 
big money spinner for 
Camden council—they 
made £125 million last 

year. But none of that 
cash is being spent 
on the workers. 

“They are telling us that 
the money we are making 
is not profit, they call it 
surplus,” he explained.

The traffic warden 
said taking action was 
necessary because “the 
management need a 
strike before the can 
provide a good answer”. 

The action must go 
ahead unless NSL concedes 
all the workers’ demands.

Support the strikers, visit 
their picket line 7am-10.30am, 
Camden Car Pound, Regis 
Road, NW5 3EW. Send 
messages of support to 
unison@camden.gov.ukCamden traffic wardens on strike in 2015  Picture: Guy Smallman

mailto:unison@camden.gov.uk
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