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 RACISTS

Who would gain from 
a ‘People’s Vote’?

Trade union leaders join big business 
to push for new referendum >>Pages 10&11

Birmingham care strikers 
take battle to Labour council 

Fight over cuts, job losses and privatisation  sees 
walkouts and protests >>Page 3
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lTORIES BOOST ANTISEMITISM
lFASCISTS ARE ON THE MARCH

SUNDERLAND IN the 
north east of England saw 
violent scenes last Saturday. 
Hundreds of racists and 
fascists gathered in the town 
centre, scared residents 
and attacked an anti-racist 
counter-protest. 

The Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA) claimed to 
be marching to oppose sexual 
exploitation. This was a thinly 
veiled pretext for whipping up 
Islamophobia. 

Ukip leader Gerard Batten 
spoke at the rally, underlining 
his increasing support for the far 
right. 

He is deepening the links 
between Ukip, the DLFA racist 
street movement, and Nazi 
Tommy Robinson supporters. 

But the fascists who mobilise 
also take confidence from the 
racism driven from the top of 
society. 

The Tories’ repugnant 
state-sponsored racism has 
emboldened the far right 
movement. 

Islamophobes
Theresa May is behind the “hostile 
environment” policies designed 
to target migrants. And Boris 
Johnson knows fascists agree with 
him when he says Muslim women 
look like “letter boxes”.

This week Tories in the 
European Parliament lined 
up to protect the antisemitic 
Hungarian leader Viktor Orban 
from criticism. 

And environment secretary 
Michael Gove defended them.

It’s time for action and the 
building of a confident anti-racist 
movement.The fascists must be 
opposed whenever they march.

Join the unity demonstration 
in London against racism and 
fascism, supported by trade 
unions and Labour MPs, on 
Saturday 17 November.
>>Pages 
4&5

Hundreds of people joined a racist march by the
Democratic Football Lads Alliance in Sunderland
last Saturday. Many known fascists were in their 
ranks and were determined to try and attack 
over 250 anti-racist counter-protesters

Warning from Sunderland
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lTONY BLAIR has been accused 
of lifting lines from a film. 

Peter Morgan wrote 2006’s The 
Queen which saw actor Michael 
Sheen, as Blair, talking to Helen 
Mirren’s monarch about Princess 
Diana’s death. Morgan said the 
ex-PM’s 2010 book, A Journey, 
“used a number of quotations 
that sounded like my dialogue”.

 One in ten in poverty and yet   
 more Tory cuts coming soon 
MORE THAN one in ten 
people in Britain live in 
“persistent poverty”.

A study by the Social 
Metrics Commission (SMC) 
found that 7.7 million 
people, or 12.1 percent of the 
population, have spent all or 
most of the last four years in 
poverty.

“Given that we know that 
long periods in poverty can 
be particularly damaging to 
people’s lives and prospects, 
this is a significant concern,” 
the report stated.

In total, 14.2 million 
people were found to be 
in poverty under the new 
measure. 

That is 8.4 million 
working-age adults, 
4.5 million children 
and 1.4 million 
people of pension  
age.

Of those, nearly 

half—6.9 mil-
l i o n — a r e 
l iv ing  in 
f a m i l i e s 
w i t h  a 
d i s a b l e d 
person, the 
r e s e a r c h 
suggests.

A n o t h e r 
2.5 mill ion 

people are at risk of fall-
ing into poverty, the report 
reveals.

The commission also 
takes the first steps to 
including groups of people 
previously omitted from 
poverty statistics, such as 
those living on the streets 

or in overcrowded housing.

lP U B L I C  s e r v i c e s 
face a fresh round of 

austerity cuts within two 
years.

Vital areas that do not 
have spending protections 
are in line for real-terms  
cuts of 2.1 percent after 
2020, the New Economics 
Foundation said.

Its analysis found that 
prisons, public health and 
housing are all  among 
services set to be squeezed.

Its “core” assessment of 
the government’s most likely 
plans would mean an average 
real terms cut of 2.1 percent 
in some areas during the first 
half of the 2020s.

Annual cuts of £70 million 
for prisons, £80 million for 
public health and £30 mil-
lion for housing could be 
imposed by 2024, it found.

The report was funded by 
the TUC.

lYOU MIGHT expect to find flowers, 
teddy bears and sunny seaside scenes 

in a children’s colouring book. However, the 
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons has swapped traditional fare 
for more alarming images, after making 
the unusual decision to publish its own 
version. Children will have the opportunity 
to colour in a weapons inspector wearing 
a protective suit and gas mask.

   Santa Claus is just  
 for the rich children
IT IS a magical Christmas 
tradition. But this year 
Harrods has decided 
children will only be 
allowed to sit on Santa’s 
knee if their parents have 
spent enough in store.

The store has said its 
annual Santa’s grotto 
is “invite only”, making 
it accessible only to 
regular Harrods Rewards 
customers who have 
splashed enough cash 
over the past 12 months.

One woman who 
claimed she had spent 
£12,000 at Harrods over 
the past year said staff 
told her she was not a big 
enough customer to take 
her children to the grotto.

Harrods declined to 
reveal what customers 

need to spend to be invited 
to meet Father Christmas.

It claimed a “range 
of factors” including 
frequency of visit was 
also taken into account.

Those who have 
been nice—after the 
invite list has been 
checked twice—will be 
charged £20 per child.

Student housing? Not 
a problem for the rich
EDEN MANSION, an 
eight-bedroom house in 
the Scottish countryside, 
provided a peaceful 
retreat for First World 
War field marshal Earl 
Haig and was viewed 
by the future Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge as 
a potential home.

A price tag of almost 
£2 million puts the 
house, which features 
battlements, a wine cellar, 
stables and five acres of 
land, beyond the reach of 
all but the most affluent 
of undergraduates.

But it’s little more 
than loose change to 
an unnamed tycoon 
whose daughter is due to 
begin her studies at the 
University of St Andrews.

Adverts seek a retinue 
of 12 staff, including a 
butler, maid, chauffeur 
and three footmen. 

Successful applicants 
will be expected to hold 
doors open for their 
young mistress and wake 
her in the morning while 
displaying a “cheerful” 
disposition.

Agent Orange?

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘We lost too 
many arguments. 
When they fought 
dirty, we were too 
nice’
Deputy Lib Dem leader  
Jo Swinson on why the party 
failed to stop austerity in office

‘The queen won’t 
need MI6 to warn 
her about the 
dangers posed by 
Mr Corbyn’
The Daily Mail on ‘the real red 
menaces’ following rehashed 
allegations about Michael Foot 
being a spy

‘I am not going to 
play that game’
Tory environment secretary 
Michael Gove won’t condemn 
Hungarian antisemite prime 
minister Viktor Orban

‘I get a little bit 
irritated’
Theresa May on the constant 
threats to her leadership

‘Have you guys 
had much 
Chinese food?’
Prince William at the grand 
opening of Japan House

‘I find myself 
struggling to 
be that scared 
by the prospect 
of a Corbyn 
government’
Lord O’Neill, former Goldman 
Sachs chief economist, who 
served as a Treasury minister 
under George Osborne
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Drugs are for 
the better off
RICHER PEOPLE are more 
likely to take illegal drugs 
and drink alcohol than 
poorer people. 

The Social Metrics 
Commission found that  
22 percent of young 
people in better-off 
families took illegal drugs 
in the past year.

That compares with  
13 percent of those judged 
to be below the poverty 
line. Troublemaker isn’t 
interested in moralising 
about people’s habits. 
That’s the Tories’ job—
who usually paint poor 
people as feckless 
addicts.

Police dog  
kills pensioner 
IRENE COLLINS died 
four days after she was 
repeatedly bitten on 
the arm and legs in her 
kitchen by a police dog 
that was supposed  
to be searching her 
garden.

She was 73 years old.
After being pulled off once, 
the dog bit Irene again.

An inquest in Teesside 
heard that a Home Office 
pathologist initially 
reported she would not 
have died, despite her 
medical problems, had she 
not been bitten.

Matthew Donkin for the 
family asked if Sergeant  
Yates, who was carrying a 
pistol, considered shooting 
the dog. 

He replied, “I 
considered everything but 
that was not an option 
that was anywhere near 
viable.”

FIGURE IT OUT

1.2million
 number of older people 
set to have social care 
needs by 2040, double 
the current number

£18.7billion 
the cost of providing  
social care by 2040

FIGURE IT OUT

8%
the amount the Tories 
have cut from education 
per student aged between 
16 and 18 since 2010-11

45% 
the amount they have cut 
from adult education in 
the same period

Ho Ho Ho Eden mansion

Tory chancellor Philip Hammond



POLICE 

Cops’ stop 
and search 
clampdown  
THE POLICE plan more stop 
and search with backing 
from the Tories. 

Operation Sceptre began 
on Tuesday and involves all 
forces across England and 
Wales.

The week-long operation 
gives cops more stop and 
search powers allegedly  
to crack down on knife 
crime. 

But the cops have 
run Operation Sceptre 
operations since 2015, yet 
knife crime has increased.

In the year ending March 
2017 there were 34,700 
offences involving a knife 
or sharp instrument in 
England and Wales, the 
highest figure for seven 
years.

The cops aren’t there to 
keep us safe. They are there 
to protect property and the 
rich. 

Stop and search is a tool 
to harass poor and black 
people. 

Arrest 
Black people are eight 
times more likely to be 
stopped than white people. 
And just 17 percent of stops 
led to an arrest. 

Stop and search is such 
a disaster that the Tories 
previously had to scale it 
down. 

As home secretary 
in 2014, Theresa May 
admitted that up to a 
quarter of a million 
searches in the previous 
year were probably illegal.

So it’s wrong for Labour 
to call for more funding for 
the cops. Instead we need 
to change the violent and 
unequal society that causes 
crime.
Sadie Robinson

 Birmingham care strikers  
 rally against Labour cuts
by SARAH BATES

OVER 100 striking home care 
workers and supporters rallied 
in Birmingham’s city centre last 
Saturday—against cuts and redun-
dancies by their Labour council.

The Unison union members are 
striking to stop bosses’ plans that 
would destroy the home enablement 
service and open the door to private 
companies. 

They are due to strike for another 
five days from Monday of next week.

The attacks come directly from 
Birmingham City Council, which is 
run by Labour. 

It wants to force cuts on a service 
that has already been battered by 48 
percent redundancies this year.

The council cuts have meant that 
more care packages are being ten-
dered to private agencies. But strik-
ers say such companies deliver worse 
care for some of the most vulnerable 
people in society.

Bosses’ plans would mean a dev-
astating pay cut for the already  
low-paid workforce.

Care worker Faith told Socialist 
Worker she doesn’t know how she’ll 
cope only working half the hours she 
gets now. “I’ve got a family, I’ve got a  
mortgage—I can’t survive,” she said.

But she added the workers have 
“stood strong” during the strike, 
and she has been part of leafletting  
council buildings and hospitals.

Paid
The council insists that it needs to 
make cuts of £2 million to the ser-
vice. Yet it paid six times that for a 
consultancy firm to advise it on how 
to make cuts.

Unison West Midlands regional 
secretary Ravi Subramanian blasted 
Tory austerity but said “the person 
responsible is professor Graeme Betts” 
to loud boos from the crowd. Betts is 
interim corporate director for adult 

social care and health. Subramanian 
said the council “wasn’t operating on 
Labour values”.

And in the context of austerity and 
council cuts, Faith said their dispute 
was “setting a precedent for everyone 
else—other councils will get a fight 

now”. Mamoona, who has worked in 
the service for almost 18 years, told 
Socialist Worker it was “very impor-
tant to keep fighting for our rights”.

But she said cuts to the service 
are a result of austerity caused by a  
bankers’ crisis.

“The banks looted the country, 
and they’re making us pay for it,” 
she said.

The inspiring home carers have 
shown the bosses they have stacks 
of determination, but it may not be 
enough.

Lee Barron, TUC West Midlands 
regional secretary, invited the strik-
ers to lead the demonstration out-
side the Tory party conference in 
Birmingham next Saturday.

Now Unison needs to throw its 
full support behind the home care 

workers. For future rallies, the union 
should organise coaches and fill them 
with trade unionists for a show of 
strength.

And on strike days, the union should 
call a day of action for other members 
in Birmingham to support them.

The carers are fighting for all of us. 
They can win, but they need support 
from every section of the trade union 
movement.
Send messages of support to caroline.
johnson@birminghamunison.co.uk 
Make cheques payable to “Birmingham 
Unison”. Make clear it’s for the 
hardship fund. Send to Mclaren 
building, 35 Dale End,  
Birmingham B4 7LN 
Join the demonstration at Tory 
Party conference—11am, Saturday 
29 September, Victoria Square, 
Birmingham

STRIKERS MARCH in Birmingham Pictures: Guy smallman
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 1952
Charlie Chaplin 
banned from US
THE US banned film star 
Charlie Chaplin from 
entering the country after 
a trip to Britain. 

The FBI police force 
kept secret files on him. 

Chaplin had spoken out 
against the McCarthyite 
witchhunt of socialists 
and trade unionists.  

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

The threat levels from the 
racists are growing as they 
become emboldened by the 
lack of humanity shown by 
those in power.

 We must ensure that we 
too have the resources, and 
the freedom, to support the 

oppressed and continue the 
campaigns for an equitable 
society. 

In order to do these please 
lend your support to the 
Socialist Worker.
Nita Sanghera 
UCU vice president

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£38,882
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Robinson’s 
retrial poses 
threat to all 
anti-racists
Nazi’s return to court next week 
could be a boost for the far right, 
writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans

ANTI-RACISTS ARE bui ld-
ing opposition ahead of Nazi 
 figurehead Tommy Robinson’s 
retrial on Thursday of next week.

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) and 
Unite Against Fascism (UAF) have 
called a protest outside the retrial 
at the Old Bailey in central London. 

Robinson declared this week 
that the “fight for justice” begins on  
27 September. 

If Robinson wins and is perma-
nently released, every fascist and 
racist in Britain and internationally 
will be celebrating. 

And if he is sent down again, 
they will use it as the trigger to try 
to mobilise large numbers on the 
streets.

Groups from across the far right, 
from hardcore Nazis to the racist 
populists of Ukip, have seized on the 
“Free Tommy” movement to rebuild 
their forces.

Movement
The racist Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA) street movement 
has called a protest in London for 
Saturday 13 October.

The DFLA has significantly 
 hardened up from its initial mobili-
sation in London last October which 
was up to 20,000-strong. 

That march was called under 
the banner of “united against 

extremism” and, officially, Robinson 
was treated as unwelcome.

Now he is the group’s main focus—
and open racism towards Muslims 
binds its supporters together. The 
DFLA’s leaders hope the protest on 
13 October will become the focal 
point for the far right if Robinson is 
released.

SUTR and UAF have called a 
counter-mobilisation. 

It’s not just the street thugs 
of the DFLA who are looking to 
gain. Delegates at Ukip’s national 

conference in Birmingham on 
Saturday were set to debate allow-
ing Robinson to join the party. 

Under Nigel Farage’s leadership 
Ukip had an official ban on former 
members of the Nazi British National 
Party (BNP) and English Defence 
League (EDL) joining. 

As a former BNP member and 
EDL founder, Robinson is currently 
barred from membership. 

Ukip leader Gerard Batten has 
backed Robinson joining the party. 
“My view is that in his case we 
should make an exception—a one 
off,” he said.

“Not everyone who has joined the 

BNP over the years is a bad person.” 
This is no one-off. 
After Ukip’s wipeout in the local 

elections, Batten turned to the DFLA 
and the “Free Tommy” movement in 
a bid to rebuild the party. 

He has repeatedly spoken at 
 fascist mobilisations and called on 
protesters there to join Ukip.

And leading figures of the 
alt right—which looks to Donald 
Trump and the US far right—have 
already joined the party. 

This is another sign of the grow-
ing sign of the links between the tra-
ditional conservative right, the racist 
populist right and the Nazis. 

They are being normalised by 
the likes of Boris Johnson, who is 
friendly with Trump’s former advi-
sor and far right ideologue Steve 
Bannon. 

This requires a fight against the 
far right and the racism of main-
stream politicians that fuels it.

And that’s why the national dem-
onstration against racism and fas-
cism in London on 17 November is 
critical. 

On other pages...
Taking on the lies of 
racism>>Pages 14&15

Powerful solidarity with refugees in Austria and Germany
ANTI-RACISTS from Austria 
and Germany joined forces 
at the border town of 
Passau last Saturday. 

It was a powerful show 
of solidarity against the 
fake internationalism of 
the European Union’s (EU) 
racist border regime.

Activists came on 
trains and buses from 
both countries—and local 
residents from Passau 
also joined the 200-strong 
action. Austrians carried 
a large banner reading 

“Open the border” and the 
German one demanded, 
“Close the camps”. 

This was in reference to 
new internment camps for 
refugees on the border in 
the southern German state 
of Bavaria.

The previous day, five 
Afghan refugees and 
one Iranian tried to kill 
themselves in a detention 
centre in Austria’s capital 
Vienna.

David Albrich is part of 
the Platform for a More 

Humane Asylum Policy, 
one of the Austrian groups 
behind the action. 

“We stand for tolerance, 
diversity and defending 
human rights,” he told the 
rally. “Let’s build bridges, 
let’s break down the walls 
and let’s rise up against 
racism.”

Far right and racist 
politicians are ramping up 
racism against refugees. 

Italian interior minister 
Matteo Salvini and German 
interior minister Horst 

Seehofer have led the 
charge in the EU. 

David laid the blame on 
the EU’s racist rulers.

“It is the racist policies 
of people such as Kickl, 
Salvini and Seehofer that 
get people into that sort of 
situation where they feel 
there is no other way out,” 
he said.

Some 3,000 people 
joined a protest outside the 
EU home affairs ministers’ 
conference in Vienna last 
Thursday. 

Far right and racist 
politicians want to impose 
more internal border 
controls within the EU.

But the so-called 
“centrist” leaders, German 
chancellor Angela Merkel 
and French president 
Emmanuel Macron, want to 
reinforce the EU’s external 
borders.

Either way, refugees 
drown in the Mediterranean 
and face barbed wire and 
batons as they try to make 
their way to safety. Marching in Austria last week

Get ready to 
hit streets on 
17 November
SUPPORT IS growing for the 
demonstration against racism and 
fascism in London on Satuday 
17 November.

Called by Stand Up to Racism 
(SUTR), Unite Against Fascism 
and Love Music Hate Racism, it 
now has support from leading 
figures across the labour 
movement. 

These include shadow cabinet 
ministers Diane Abbott and John 
McDonnell.

Dave Muritu from the UCU union 
moved a motion in support of the 
demonstration at last week’s TUC 
congress. He said, “The 
demonstration will send a message 
to all those young people being 
drawn in by the far right that it is 
not acceptable to blame migrants 
for their problems.

“And it will send a message to 
politicians that it is not acceptable 
to use dog-whistle racist policies.”

Over 100 people joined an SUTR 
public meeting in south London on 
Wednesday of last 
week. And 
supporters of 
SUTR in Islington, 
north London, 
also held a 
public meeting. 

Speakers 
included author 
Michael Rosen 
and Labour 
councillor 
Claudia 
Webbe 
(pictured). 

Hundreds oppose racist 
thugs in Sunderland
OVER 250 people gathered 
in a protest to oppose the 
DFLA march in Sunderland on 
Saturday. 

The event, organised by 
Sunderland Unites and Stand 
Up To Racism North East, was a 
step forward in the fight against 
racism and the far right in the city.

A number of small protests by 
right wing groups in Sunderland 
have tried to use sexual abuse 
cases to encourage racism.

The anti-racist protest last 
Saturday lifted the mood and 
showed that something can be 
done against them.

Although the DFLA were 
at least twice the size of the 
anti-racists, it was a smaller 
turnout than they had hoped for.

Their promise of a “family day 
out” soon turned ugly as DFLA 
thugs attacked the anti-racists 
and police.

The counter-protest by local 
residents, trade unions and 
anti-racist campaigners heard 
speeches condemning moves to 
cynically exploit recent cases of 
sexual abuse. 

Zaf Iqbal, black and minority 
ethnic officer for the local Labour 
Party and chair of Sunderland 
Interfaith Forum, said, “The 
DFLA were not welcome and 
would only sow division and 
hate.”
Simon Hall

HUNDREDS DEFYING the racists in Sunderland   Picture: eleanor claxton-Mayer

UPCOMING DATES
Key events for anti-racists this 
autumn
lDemonstrate at Ukip national 
conference 22 September
bit.ly/SUTRUkipConf
lProtest outside Tommy 
Robinson‘s retrial 27 September 
bit.ly/RobinsonRetrial
lOppose the racist Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance, 13 October 
bit.ly/DFLA13Oct
lStand Up To Racism 
international conference,  
20 October bit.ly/SUTRConf18
lNational demonstration against 
racism and fascism, 17 November 
bit.ly/17NovDemo 

Standing up to division in Sunderland
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

WE HAVE TO FIGHT FOR 
OUR ANTI-RACIST IDEAS

 D
ESPITE THE racist 
onslaught from the 
politicians and the press, 
a majority of people think 
immigration has had an 

overall positive impact on Britain.
A new survey asked people to 

rate the impact of immigration on 
a scale of one to ten—with ten 
as the most positive. The average 
score nationwide was 5.7.

The findings from the National 
Conversation on Immigration 
survey are based on polling and 
“citizens’ panels” in 60 cities 
and towns across Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 

The survey still shows that 
racism is a deep seated problem. 

Some of its findings showed the 
impact of the Tories’ racist assault, 
which has been directed at Muslims 
in particular.  Some 40 percent 
agreed that, “Having a wide variety 
of backgrounds and cultures has 
undermined British culture.”

It also confirmed a longer term 
shift in people’s attitudes towards 
migrants. 

People have become more 
tolerant to migrants since the 
early 2000s—but views about 
certain migrants have hardened.

So 57 percent believed that the 
“government should have different 

targets for higher skilled and 
lower skilled migrant workers”.

This isn’t surprising. It is exactly 
the view put forward by the 
government’s Migration Advisory 
Committee report on Tuesday.

The majority of respondents 
balanced between racist and 
non-racist ideas. It’s possible to 
win people away from racist ideas 
about migrants.

One citizens’ panel participant 
from Macclesfield in Cheshire said, 
“I’ve got first-hand experience.
Immigrants who come to this 
country tend to be hard-working. 

“On the other hand, you 
read in the news that they take 
advantage of the benefit system, 
the housing system, don’t put in 

and quite often take out.” People’s 
views are shaped by the ideas 
pushed by politicians and the 
media, and by their own personal 
experience.

The two can often clash.
Successive polling shows that 

people who think immigration has 
a negative impact on Britain as a 
whole think it has a more positive 
impact on their local area. 

A question in the survey 
confuses the two asking, “Do 
you feel that immigration had 
a positive or negative impact 
on the UK, including your local 
community?”

The findings challenge the 
middle class, liberal view that 
paints working class Brexit voters 
as inevitably racist. 

One of the highest non-racist 
scores was in Wolverhampton, a 
town in the West Midlands that 
overwhelmingly supported Brexit. 

The survey describes the 
citizens’ panel as “pro-migration 
and mostly non-graduate”.

What the findings show is the 
need for an uncompromising 
defence of all Muslims and 
migrants. 

And a mass movement that 
gives confidence to anti-racists to 
take on arguments in every area.

BREXIT DIDN’T DRIVE CUTS
 ONE THOUSAND Jaguar 

car workers in the West 
Midlands are to be put on a 

three-day week. 
Due to the way shift premiums 

work this will mean, despite 
management promises, a cut in 
take home pay for workers.

Ralf Speth, chief executive of 
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR), claimed a 
no deal Brexit would lead to tens 
of thousands of job losses. 

He said the firm would have 
to divert production to low-cost 
manufacturing plants in eastern 

Europe. Various politicians dived 
in to say this is what leaving the 
European Union (EU) means. 

 But car manufacturers use 
these threats constantly to keep 
productivity up, regardless of 
Brexit.

The workers affected are 
those on the production line of 
the Jaguar XE, a diesel car. It was 
supposed to sell 100,000 a year. 

It sells just a third of that, not 
least because of plans to raise 
taxes and phase out diesel engines.

Some nine out of ten cars 

Jaguar makes for the domestic 
market are diesel. 

JLR has already cut 1,000 
agency workers this year, mainly at 
its Range Rover plant in Solihull. 

Other motor manufacturers 
are doing the same as 
overproduction in the industry 
pushes a race to the bottom in 
workers’ conditions.

Brexit is the not the cause of 
the problem.

The solution is not to stay in 
the EU but to resist the bosses’ 
attacks.

The findings 
challenge the 
liberal view that 
paints Brexit 
voters as racist

‘‘ 
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 Liberals do not have  
 any answers to crisis
TEN YEARS after the collapse of Lehman Brothers, it’s a 
matter of controversy whether the global economic crisis 
it helped to precipitate is over. 

An important new book, Crashed, from liberal economic 
historian Adam Tooze looks at this question. It points out 
that, a few years ago, it was assumed that state bailouts of 
banks and quantitative easing—pumping new money into 
the financial system—had resolved the crisis.

But, as Tooze correctly argues, “The crisis was not over. 
The financial and economic crisis of 2007–2012 morphed 
between 2013 and 2017 into a comprehensive political and 
geopolitical crisis of the post Cold War order.”  

Crashed is a mammoth history of the origins and course of 
this multiple crisis.

Tooze’s last book, Deluge, was about the First World War 
and its aftermath. Unusually for the work of a mainstream 
historian, it took a respectful interest in the revolutionary 
Vladimir Lenin as a strategic thinker. 

In Crashed Tooze shows some sympathy with the work of 
Marxists such as Peter Gowan and Leo Panitch. They have 
argued that the contemporary financial system is critical to 
maintaining the global hegemony of the US.

For Tooze, the crisis that broke out in 2007-8 was that of 
the “transatlantic dollar-based financial system”. He says this 
system has two “nodes”, Wall Street and the City of London. 
This leads him to argue that this was a European as much as 
a US crisis. 

Banks on both sides of the Atlantic sought to fund 
profitable investments by borrowing dollars cheaply either 
on Wall Street or in offshore markets orchestrated from 
London. 

This was fine so long as the dollars kept flowing.
But what if this “financial circulatory system” seizes 

up? This is what happened in 2007-8, as the flimsy 
superstructure of speculative investment centred on the US 
property boom collapsed. 

As panic spread new dollar loans dried up, threatening the 
transatlantic economy—industrial and commercial firms as 
well as banks—with collapse.

Rescue
A great strength of Tooze’s account is that he shows how 
comprehensively the US state came to the rescue. This 
involved initial bank bailouts and a series of currency swap 
lines through which the US Federal Reserve Board made 
dollars available to other leading central banks. 

Tooze thus contradicts conventional accounts of the crisis 
as simply weakening US hegemony. “Prior to the crisis, the 
transatlantic offshore dollar system had lacked a manifest 
centre of leadership,” he said. 

“Indeed, it had developed ‘offshore’ so as to avoid national 
regulation and control. After 2008 it was openly organised 
around the Fed and its liquidity provision.”

Tooze offers a very state-centred account of the crisis. One 
downside is that the book—particularly in the latter part 
dominated by the eurozone crisis—becomes a blow-by-blow 
history of recent “high” politics in the US and Europe.

The deeper weakness, as Marxist blogger Michael Roberts 
has argued, is that Crashed is about “more the how than the 
why”. In other words, Tooze doesn’t explain why financial 
flows within the “transatlantic dollar system” came to 
dominate Western capitalism. 

Production is at the margins of his story. Whereas Gowan 
highlighted the competitive struggle between the major 
industrial centres and Roberts traces what he calls the “long 
depression” to the low profitability of productive investment.

Tooze is clear that the political challenges to the 
neoliberal order—Brexit, Trump, the rise of the racist right—
can be traced back to the economic crisis. But he is much less 
clear about how to respond. 

In a recent article he wrote that “there are good reasons 
to defend technocratic government against the unreasoning 
passions of mass democracy”. But isn’t this exactly what got 
us into this mess? 

State intervention saved the banks but, thanks to 
austerity, ordinary people had to pick up the bill, and so 
many turned to the likes of Trump. Even the most intelligent 
liberals seem unable to offer more than a repeat of the 
mistakes of the past.

 Trump ramps up trade wars  
 to boost his flagging support
Tensions between 
the US and China 
threatens workers—
and exposes Donald 
Trump’s weakness, 
says Charlie Kimber

US PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump unleashed a con-
frontational trade war 
against China on Monday. 

He massively increased 
the range of Chinese goods 
that will be subject to tar-
iffs—taxes—when they are 
exported to the US.

Trump said he will impose 
tariffs on an additional  
£150 billion worth of Chinese 
exports. They will start at  
10 percent but could be raised 
to 25 percent next year.

Th i s  fo l lows  ta r i f f s 
imposed on £40 billion of 
Chinese exports earlier this 
year. China has vowed to 
retaliate.

After the latest tariff 
increases take effect, more 
than half of China’s exports 
to the US will be hit. 

Nearly 85 percent of US 
exports to China will also be 
affected.

The Financial Times news-
paper commented, “What was 
once a trade spat affecting just  
15 percent of bilateral trade 
is now a full-blown trade war 
not seen since the 1930s.”

Tension
The world’s two biggest 
national economies are now 
facing off in a process that 
will push up prices of goods 
for ordinary workers and 
ratchet up global tension.

The cycle of retaliatory 
measures will make this 
worse. 

Trump said if China car-
ries out its threat to impose 

increased tariffs on US goods, 
he will target almost the 
entirety of Chinese exports 
for tariffs.

Another phase of the trade 
wars is being planned against 
European Union firms. US 
officials are discussing meas-
ures against companies if 
they maintain economic ties 
with Iran after 4 November.

This is when the US is set 
to tear up the Iran nuclear 

deal. The US is no longer 
able to dominate the world 
through unchallenged eco-
nomic power. 

So it is forced to rely more 
and more on measures such 
as tariffs against its com-
petitors along with military 
threats to weaker countries. 

A series of business lobby 
groups and retail employers 
attacked Trump’s moves this 
week. They think it will be 
bad for profits.

But Trump is escalating 
because he sees a trade war 
as a useful political strategy 
ahead of the 6 November 
midterm elections. A third of 
the Senate and the whole of 
the House of Representatives 
are up for election. 

Trump wants to strut in his 
“Make America great again” 

pose once more. Trade wars 
are also a useful distraction 
from the gathering storm 
over his links to criminals. 

Last week former Trump 
c a m p a i g n  c h a i r  P a u l 
Manafort pled guilty to con-
spiracy charges. 

To cut his sentence, he has 
agreed that he will become a 
cooperating witness for the 
investigation into alleged 
collusion between the Trump 
campaign and Russia during 
the 2016 election.

In the hands of capital-
ists, both free trade policies 
and protectionism are used 
against workers.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

HAPPIER TIMES? Donald Trump and China’s president  
Xi Jinping last November (above)

FIGURE IT OUT
 31  percent of 

people think 
Theresa May is 
a good prime 
minister, a 
YouGov poll 
found earlier 
this month

 29  percent 
of people 
surveyed said 
that they liked 
May

 24  percent said 
they thought 
Boris Johnson 
would make 
a good prime 
minister

 Use Brexit splits to kick Tories out
THE TORY party is 
continuing to rip itself to 
shreds over Brexit. 

Theresa May’s Chequers 
deal would see Britain and 
the European Union agree 
to a “common rulebook” 
for trade. 

But Boris Johnson and 
others want a free trade 
agreement similar to the 
one Canada uses.

In an interview with 
the BBC’s Panorama 
programme, May said the 
only alternative to her 
Chequers deal is no deal.

Christine Lagarde, 
head of the International 
Monetary Fund, held a 

press conference on the 
day it aired to argue that 
a no deal Brexit would be 
disastrous.

And chancellor Philip 
Hammond said the 
scenario “put at risk the 
significant progress made 
over the past ten years in 
repairing the economy”.

Such warnings may 
bolster May against other 
sections of the Tories. 

But they do not make it 
easier for May to get her 
deal through parliament. 

We should use their 
mess to kick the Tories out.
Who gains from a People’s 
Vote? Turn to pages 10&11Theresa May’s woes continue

Paul Manafort
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Campaign forces health bosses 
to retreat on racist ID checks
A partial victory in London shows bosses can be beaten over immigration status checks. 
Now let’s step up the fight against the Tories’ ‘hostile environment,’ says Tomáš Tengely-Evans
CAMPAIGNERS ARE celebrating 
after east London’s biggest NHS 
trust partially withdrew its policy 
of checking patients’ immigration 
status.

The climbdown followed a lobby 
of Barts Health NHS Trust’s annual 
general meeting outside Mile End 
Hospital last Wednesday. 

It was organised by North East 
London Save Our NHS and sup-
ported by Docs Not Cops and Stand 
Up To Racism.

The lobby followed revelations 
that Barts Health was making up to 
100 enquiries a week to the Home 
Office about patients. 

This involved passing on demo-
graphic data that the Home Office 
could then use to hunt down people 
it is trying to deport.

The story was highlighted in a 
front page story in Socialist Worker 
last month.

Now the trust has agreed to 
stop asking patients for ID and to 
remove posters that insisted on 
it. It is also “reviewing” a patient 
 pre-attendance form.

Under the Tories’ racist immi-
gration rules many migrants from 
outside the European Union cannot 
access free healthcare.

Health campaigners set up mock 
immigration checkpoints outside 
the trust meeting. Campaigner 
Terry Day, said, “The hospital 
keeps saying that no one is refused 
treatment.

“But the point is that it’s not free 
treatment—patients are whacked 
with a massive bill at the end.”

The practice of checking patients’ 
IDs is part of the Tories’  “hostile 
environment” policy towards 
migrants.

Barts Health carried out these 
checks along with 20 other  
NHS trusts as part of a Home Office 
pilot.

Barts Health bosses agreed to 
continue with them after the pilot 
ended in October last year.

Treatment
Terry explained that hospital 
ID checks and the fear of being 
deported could deter migrants 
from seeking treatment until they 
are very sick.

“There is a risk that people who 
are entitled to treatment are turned 
away,” she said.

“These policies are about instill-
ing fear into people.”

And restricting care for migrants 
is a step towards restricting it for 
others and charging them for care 
too.

The partial victory at Barts Health 
shows that campaigning can force 
bosses to back down. 

Health campaigners launched 
an open letter ahead of the meet-
ing that gathered widespread 
support. 

Its demands included that the 
trust stop asking patients for ID,  
suspend upfront charging and refuse 
to collaborate with the Tories’ racist 
“hostile environment”.

The policy is not just down to 
zealous bosses at Barts. 

It will take a broader fight across 
hospitals to take on the Tories’ hos-
tile environment in the NHS.

Campaigners in other hospitals 
should take up the fight if their trusts 
are carrying out similar checks. 

And health workers’ trade 
unions need to support a policy of 
non-compliance with these checks 
and  support any workers who 
refuse to take part in them.

             

Crisis in mental health staff
THE TORIES have admitted 
that 2,000 nurses, therapists 
and psychiatrists are leaving 
mental health services every 
month.

Some 23,686 mental health 
workers left the NHS between 
June 2017 and the end of 
May this year. Mental health 
services have lost one in eight 
of the total workforce. 

And one in ten mental health 
posts were vacant at the end 
of June this year. 

The figures released by the 
Department of Health and 

Social Care should be a major 
embarrassment for former 
health secretary Jeremy Hunt. 

He pledged to increase the 
number of NHS mental health 
workers by 19,000 by 2021.

It was part of a plan 
to cope with increasing 
patient numbers and provide 
24/7 care. But the Tories’ 
commitment to cuts and 
privatisation means they 
cannot achieve it. 

Poverty pay, rocketing 
workloads and underfunding 
are forcing workers out.

PRIVATISATION

 Strikes over  
 outsourcing
HEALTH WORKERS are stepping 
up the fight against a dangerous 
new form of privatisation that 
threatens the NHS.

Unite union members at three 
hospitals in Kent plan a five-day 
strike from Monday of next week 
against plans to outsource their 
jobs.

And Unite members at 
York Teaching Hospital NHS 
Foundation Trust plan a 48-hour 
strike from Thursday of next week.

They are fighting bosses’ 
plans to outsource their jobs to 
wholly-owned subsidiaries.

While the trusts would—for 
now—remain the sole shareholder, 
wholly-owned subsidiaries are a 
step towards privatisation.

They allow bosses to undermine 
workers’ wages, terms and 
conditions. 

At the Royal Bolton Hospital, 
wholly-owned subsidiary iFM 
won’t give its workers the same 
pay rise as those directly employed 
by the NHS. The Unison union 
is balloting workers for action in 
response.

Facilities
By slashing the wage bill, health 
bosses can make facilities and 
estate services more attractive 
for private companies in the long 
term.

The bosses’ hope is that 
wholly-owned subsidiaries will 
attract private sector executives 
who will run the NHS more like a 
private firm. And they would also 
be more likely to sell off chunks of 
the NHS’s lucrative land portfolio 
to private developers.

Many hospital bosses are 
nervous about pushing through 
this latest attack after strikes at 
Wigan, Wrightington and Leigh 
NHS Trust forced bosses to 
withdraw the threat of outsourcing 
in July. 

And bosses at Tees, Esk and 
Wear Valleys trust in north east 
England backed off from similar 
plans last week. 

Trade unionists should build 
solidarity with workers who strike 
or campaign against these plans.  
And if leaders of all the unions 
coordinated action across hospitals 
they could see off this latest 
privatisation threat.

HEALTH 
campaigners 
and anti-racists 
protested outside 
Barts Health NHS 
Trust last week 
against its racist ID 
checks of migrants 
(above). Socialist 
Worker last month 
revealed that the 
hospital was making 
up to 100 enquiries 
a week to the 
Home Office about 
patients (left) 
Main picture: Guy SMallMan
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 Mass strike  
 in Turkey  
 defies state  
 repression
Construction workers’ action is 
against firms with close links to the 
government, writes Charlie Kimber

THOUSANDS OF workers at 
Turkey’s new airport construc-
tion site in Istanbul have defied 
repression to strike over working 
conditions.

In response the government of 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan denounced 
them as “terrorists” and arrested 
around 500 of them.

The protest began after a shuttle 
bus accident on Friday of last week 
in which 17 workers were injured, 
said Dev Yapi-Is union leader  
Ozgur Karabulut. 

Thousands of workers joined the 
demonstration, which was broken 
up by armed police in riot control 
vehicles and firing tear gas. 

Then came the arrests. “They 
forced their way into the work-
ers ’  camp, broke down the 
doors and detained around  
500 workers,” Karabulut told the 
Reuters news agency. 

Some of the workers have now 
been released, but around 300 
remained in custody on Monday.

Workers have protested repeat-
edly over conditions on the site. In 
February the Turkish labour minis-
try said 27 workers had been killed 
since construction began in 2015.

But an opposition newspaper 
said the government has covered 
up around 400 fatalities.

The toll of deaths and injuries has 
worsened as there have been delays 
to the airport’s opening date and 
bosses have cut corners to speed up 
the work. 

Consortium
The airport is being built by a con-
sortium of Turkish companies with 
close links to the government.

Workers are also angry over the 
food provided and housing in con-
tainers that are infested with fleas 
and bed bugs. Many workers are 
paid late, and some have not been 
paid for six months.

Among the 35,000-strong work-
force are migrants from countries 
such as Nepal. 

The Dev Yapi-Is union said the 
site was “a concentration camp for 
workers”. “We are not even allowed 

to go to the toilet,” one worker said. 
“We take showers by using the 

water coming from ponds near the 
construction site.”

At the start of this week bosses 
began busing in scabs to take the 
arrested strikers’ jobs, but resistance 
continued. 

A state of emergency imposed 
after a failed coup in 2016 made it 
almost impossible to strike legally. 

The state of emergency has now 
been lifted, but many of its provi-
sions have been absorbed into other 
laws. 

Meanwhile a strike continues 
at cosmetics firm Flormar which 
has become a symbol of workers’ 
resistance. 

The firm dismissed more than 
130 workers, most of them women, 
after they joined a union to fight for 
better pay and conditions. 

They have now been on strike for 
over 120 days. Flormar is a subsidi-
ary of a company that is 51 percent 
owned by the multinational Yves 
Rocher.
Send solidarity messages for the 
airport strikers to devyapi@yandex.
com and for the Flormar strikers to 
merkez@petrol-is.org.tr  
Support the petition for Flormar at 
bit.ly/FlormarPetition 

On other pages...
Defend Palestinians after latest 
Israeli attack >>Page 20

BACK STORY
Airport construction workers in 
Turkey have been staging strikes
lThe action over conditions 
began after an accident last week 
that injured 17 workers
lThe Turkish government has 
admitted that 27 workers have 
been killed at the site since 2015
lBut more deaths may have 
been covered up—and many 
workers have also been injured
lProtesting workers have 
been attacked by riot cops, but 
continued to fight back

 Regime sentences protesters to death
by NICK CLARK

THE BRITISH-BACKED Egyptian 
regime of dictator Mohammed 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi has 
sentenced 75 survivors of its 
most horrific massacre to death.

The 75 were sentenced as part 
of a trial of 739 people arrested 
over a protest in 2013, which 
ended when Egyptian forces 
massacred 200 people. 

They are members or affiliates 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
which has faced brutal 
repression after Sisi took power 
in a military coup.

As many as 659 people have 
also been handed lengthy prison 

sentences—some of them jailed 
for life—simply for being present 
at the protest.

Sisi overthrew the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s Mohammed Mursi 
as Egyptian president in 2013. 

Mursi was the first 
democratically elected president 
of Egypt since former dictator 
Hosni Mubarak was toppled by a 
revolution in 2011. 

The coup restored the old 
repressive regime friendly to the 
US, Britain and the West. 

It has kept power through 
brutal repression, beginning 
with the massacre of around  
200 protesters in Cairo’s Raba’a 
square.

 Roma reoccupy River Village
FAMILIES OF Roma 
people briefly 
reoccupied a camp 
called River Village on 
the outskirts of Rome 
last Friday.

They had been 
violently evicted 
from the site in July 
as part of the racist 
Italian government’s 
clampdown on Roma 
people.

There were protests 

against the evictions.
Hundreds of people 

have been homeless 
since they were 
evicted.

They said they had 
returned because “we 
want to guarantee a 
school and a home for 
all our children—we 
cannot live on the 
streets.”

Marcello Zuinisi, 
a lawyer from the 

National Roma 
Association, had put 
in documents the 
same morning before 
the courts against the 
eviction.

He was arrested 
at the River Village 
for organising an 
illegal demonstration 
as large numbers 
of police forced the 
Roma off the site.
Simon Basketter

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS at a Turkish airport have struck over conditions 

FIGURE IT OUT
 17  percent—the share of 

the vote won by the 
racist League party in 
Italy’s March elections

 30  percent—approval of 
the League in opinion 
polls taken in July

 17  the number of Roma 
camps in Rome, of 
which just six are 
officially recognised. 
The League is 
clamping down on 
Roma in Italy

Abdel Fattah el-Sisi

EGYPT

ITALY
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Shame on 
Branson
HOW CAN Nick Fox 
protest that Richard 
Branson is not 
profiteering from the 
NHS (Letters,  
4 September)? 

Virgin sued the NHS 
last year after losing 
out on an £82 million 
contract to provide 
children’s health services 
in Surrey, pocketing £2 
million of public money.

The private sector 
sucks the NHS dry, either 
by maximising profits for 
its shareholders when 
it does win contracts or 
suing when it doesn’t. 

If Branson had an 
ounce of altruism the 
legal action would not 
have been pursued.

Dr Jackie Applebee
NHS GP

Leaders out of 
touch on EU
TO SEE some trade 
union leaders calling 
for another referendum 
on the European Union 
shows how out of touch 
they are with working 
class people. 

Many of their 
members will have voted 
to leave, but it’s another 
stick to beat Jeremy 
Corbyn. So far he is 
standing by the vote of 
2016.

John Appleyard
  Liversedge

How to boost 
the fightback 
WE NEED a general 
strike! The TUC has 
consistently failed to 
organise collective 
action.

But then, that was 
never their role. Unions 
and the TUC don’t 
see themselves as 
challenging government 
in any meaninful way. 

Dave Patton
On Facebook

nA GENERAL strike may 
be a decent call for a 
revolutionary socialist. 

My real worry is 
that the rank and file 
organisation which must 
by definition be at the 
heart of that, isn’t in 
effect there. 

But a Labour 
government with a 
progressive agenda may 
be a spark for another 
set of values.

Gordon Vassell
On Facebook

nWE HAVE needed 
unions to step up for 
years but they don’t they 
just talk about it.

Martin Towle
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...

Uber riders—self-employed? 

 Ridiculous reality of ‘self-employment’ 
SHADOW chancellor John 
McDonnell is right to 
promise that a Labour 
government would clamp 
down on zero hours 
contracts and bogus 
self-employment.

I go to work for a 
company on its premises. 
My name is even on the 
list of staff displayed on 
the wall. 

Yet officially they don’t 
employ me. My only boss, 
officially, is myself.

This is the absurd 
situation that thousands 
of workers are in. 

It allows our real 
employers to wriggle out 

of what would otherwise 
be their obligations to us. 

And it leaves those of 
us in bogus  
self-employment or zero 
hours contracts in a 

situation of permanent 
insecurity. 

We don’t show up in 
unemployment figures. 
Yet we can suddenly find 
ourselves with no work 
and no income at no 
notice.

McDonnell’s speech at 
the TUC union federation 
congress had some ideas 
that were better than 
others. Shares in the 
company? You can keep 
them. 

What we need are 
employment rights and 
job security.

Dave S
South London

 Research  
 shows left  
 isn’t racist
WRITING IN the  
Manchester Evening News, 
councillor Sam Wheeler 
pointed to research into 
public attitudes towards 
Jewish people in Britain.

The findings came from 
the Institute for Jewish 
Policy Research.

Its report found that, in 
relation to voting intention, 
“the very left wing is 
indistinguishable from the 
general population and 
from the political centre” as 
far as holding antisemitic 
views is concerned.

The report also found, 
“The political left, captured 
by voting intention or 
actual voting for Labour, 
appears in these surveys as 
a more Jewish-friendly, or 
neutral, segment of the 
population.”

In relation to opposing 
the state of Israel, the 
report said, “The two 
attitudes [anti-Israelism 
and antisemitism] exist 
both independently of one 
another and separately.”

We can fight 
antisemitism and stand 
alongside Jeremy Corbyn to 
support the Palestinians.

Mike Killian
Manchester

nSO LABOUR retreated on 
Palestinian rights.

 Karl Marx said the 
prevailing ideas in society 
are the ideas of the ruling 
class. 

Because a reformist party 
like Labour wants to get the 
maximum vote, it always 
adapts itself to the 
prevailing ideas. 

I say vote Labour without 
illusions.

Mike Archer 
Cornwall 

 Treatment of Serena is  
 a sign of a sick society
THE VILE cartoon drawn by 
Mark Knight in the Herald 
Sun newspaper in Australia 
of Serena Williams has 
caused outrage, rightly so. 

It reinforces racist and 
sexist stereotypes of black 
women. 

The cartoon magnifies 
Serena’s lips and nose, and 
also portrays her as a child.

It shows her competitor, 
Naomi Osaka, as a white 
blonde woman when in fact 
she is Haitian-Japanese.  

This story is one in a 
long line about the racism 
and sexism that Serena, like 

other black women, face. 
She was dissed by her 

doctor for “overreacting” 
during a near fatal 
childbirth.

She was mocked for 
wearing a bodysuit for a 
match. 

It was designed to 
prevent blood clots soon 
after she’d given birth.

This cartoon caused so 
much outrage because 
racism and sexism are no 
longer subtle, but in your 
face.

Naima Omar
South London

Union leaders must do a lot 
more to secure real change 
THE TRADES Union Congress 
(TUC) this year passed a number 
of policies that, if implemented, 
would make a real difference to 
working people’s lives.

The call for a four-day working 
week without the loss of pay and 
the support for pay bargaining 
across a whole sector or industry 
are just two. But how are these 
going to be implemented?

Jeremy Corbyn and John 
McDonnell have made clear their 
support for these polices if elected. 
But employers and others will try 
to stop them.

Waiting for Labour doesn’t just 
allow attacks to continue. It 
weakens the movement’s ability to 
build the workplace organisation 

to deliver the action that can 
defend a future radical Labour 
government.

Congress passed motions that 
further institutionalise 
sectionalism. It supported a GMB 
and Unison motion and 
amendment on a just transition 
and climate change.

These said members who work 
in the energy industry should 
make the primary decisions on 
energy policy.

All workers whatever their 
industry have an interest in 
dealing with climate change. 

This year’s congress made even 
fewer calls for action than in 
previous years.

There are many examples of 

sectional battles, from TGI Fridays 
and McDonald’s fast food workers 
to Birmingham care workers. All 
need our support.

But we need to be far more bold 
and audacious.

The 2011 pensions fight showed 
that we can coordinate action. We 
have opportunities to do so again.

The UCU union is balloting 
members over pay. The PCS and 
NEU could also ballot.

To win changes, we can’t leave it 
to the least organised. It will take 
the whole of the movement and 
especially the most organised and 
powerful groups of workers.

Sean Vernell
UCU TUC delegate

For a longer version go to bit.ly/2N7Y8Xo
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 WHO WOULD
 GAIN FROM
 A ‘PEOPLE’S
 VOTE’?
There is growing momentum behind calls for a ‘People’s 
Vote’ over Brexit. Support ranges from big business and 
right wing liberals to left wingers and union leaders. 
Sadie Robinson and Sarah Bates look at the campaign 
and at how socialists should respond 
WHO IS BEHIND THE 
PEOPLE’S VOTE?
THE PEOPLE’S Vote campaign was 
launched at a glitzy party in London 
in April.

Its March for a People’s Vote drew 
tens of thousands of people onto the 
streets of London in June. And its 
“Summer of Action” saw hundreds-
strong rallies in major cities and 
will finish with a demonstration in 
London on 20 October.

Many people on the left have 
come behind calls for a People’s 
Vote. They are worried about the 
impact of a Tory Brexit on workers’ 
and migrants’ rights. And they are 
disgusted by the vile reactionaries 
in the Tories’ ranks, such as Jacob 
Rees-Mogg, who support Brexit. 

But the leaders of the People’s 
Vote campaign aren’t just against the 
Tories’ right wing vision of Brexit.

Some of the high-profile driving 
forces behind the project include 
Blairite Peter Mandelson and business 
woman Gina Miller. 

They are right wingers who 
ideologically support the racist, 
neoliberal European Union (EU).

While the People’s Vote campaign 
claims it only wants a “final say on 
the Brexit deal”, its leaders want to 
stop Brexit altogether. 

Julian Dunkerton, millionaire 
founder of the Superdry fashion 
company donated £1 million to the 
campaign in August. He said, “We 
have a genuine chance to turn this 
around.”

And many involved see delaying 
the exit date as a key tactic. Lib Dem 
leader Vince Cable says the first 
step is to “extend Article 50”, which 
would delay the deadline of Brexit.

WHO CARES IF 
LIBERALS ARE 
LEADING THE 
CAMPAIGN, 
SHOULDN’T WE 
HAVE A SAY ON A 
FINAL DEAL?
THOSE PUSHING for a second 
referendum have managed to 
brand it as the “people’s vote”.

And having a vote on a final 
Brexit deal can sound democratic. 
Surely it’s better for ordinary 
people to have a say, rather than 
the Tories imposing what they 
want?

We should judge ballots and 
referendums on what class forces 
are behind them—and in whose 
interests they are being waged.

In Ireland it wasn’t progressive 
in 2009 to “let people have a 
say” on whether they backed the 
neoliberal EU Lisbon Treaty. 

They had already rejected it in a 
referendum in June 2008. But big 
business and the establishment 
wanted a different result.

So they forced a second 
referendum and won a yes vote—
with the help of the unions and 
the Labour Party. The same thing 
had happened with the European 
Nice treaty. Irish voters rejected it 
in 2001, only to be forced to vote 
again the year after to deliver the 
“right” result.

The demand for a People’s Vote 
is not about extending democracy. 
It is aimed at overturning the 
democratic vote to leave the EU. 
At the moment, a vote on a Brexit 
deal would be led by bosses 

in their interests. Backing it 
strengthens them.

At the TUC union federation 
congress last week, many union 
leaders positioned themselves 
behind the People’s Vote. “When 
trade unionists do a deal, we 
go back to members to get their 
approval,” they said. 

But ballots aren’t always a 

good thing. Voting can be used to 
undermine workers’ action or to 
strengthen the ruling class.

For instance, union leaders 
often hold consultative ballots 
on action instead of launching 
a strong campaign for strikes 
and a proper ballot. Without a 
clear message that the union 
is prepared to fight, these can 

deliver less than inspiring results.
Union leaders then say there’s 

no mood for action and so don’t 
run a strike ballot.

WHY DO UNION 
LEADERS SUPPORT 
A PEOPLE’S VOTE?
TUC UNION federation general 
secretary Frances O’Grady has 
thrown her weight behind the call 
for a People’s Vote. 

This reflects the fact that most 
union leaders think the EU is a force 
for good. 

They wrongly argue that the EU 
is responsible for workers’ rights, 
such as holiday pay or working time 
regulations. 

In reality these were won by 
workers’ struggles over the last 
century.

More fundamentally, union 
leaders think that what’s good for 
business is good for workers.

This can seem to make sense. If 
a boss shuts their factory, workers 
will be out of a job. So it follows 
that unions should help create a 
“business-friendly” environment to 
entice bosses to stay in Britain.

And if business supports staying 

in the EU, so should the unions. 
In reality the interests of bosses 

directly oppose those of workers. 
When one group gains, the other 
loses. Trying to “work together” just 
helps the bosses.

The Unite union agreed last 
December to 400 redundancies and 
shift changes at the Vauxhall car 
plant in Ellesmere Port. They said 
this would help keep the plant going 
and protect remaining workers.

In March bosses announced 
another 250 job cuts.

In October 2008 the GMB union 
backed a plan to cut hours and pay 
for JCB workers, apparently to save 
jobs. Bosses later cut jobs anyway.

AREN’T YOU 
SIDING WITH 
BORIS JOHNSON 
AND JACOB 
REES‑MOGG?
THERE IS a principled socialist 
and anti-racist case for leaving 
the EU.

But the people leading the 
charge for Brexit are Tory right 
wingers, such as Boris Johnson 
and Jacob Rees-Mogg. The logic 

follows that if you oppose the 
People’s Vote you are lining up 
with these bigots. 

But the leaders of the People’s 
Vote campaign offer no alternative 
to austerity or racism. 

They are backing it because 
they see Brexit as harmful to the 
interests of big business.

Blairite warmonger Alastair 
Campbell is a leading figure in 
the group. He says another vote 
is needed because businesses are 
moving overseas. 

“There is a risk we are inflicting 
lasting damage to our economy 
and our strength and standing in 
the world”, he told the CBI bosses’ 
club in July.

The likes of Campbell are 
continuing a favourite tactic—
characterising the vote to Leave 
as racist. 

The referendum in 2016 was 
held on racist terms.

Both the official Leave and 
Remain campaigners pushed 
racism and promised to “control 
immigration”. This emboldened 
racists and attacks on migrants 
did spike in the wake of the 
result.

The best way to fight the 
racist poison is to build a mass 
movement against racism that 
unites both Remain and Leave-
voting working class people.

IS THE SINGLE 
MARKET GOOD FOR 
WORKERS?
THE SINGLE market makes it easier 
to move goods, services, capital and 
workers across national borders 
within the EU.

These are the “four freedoms” 
for bosses. And if they feel these 
freedoms are threatened, the 
European Court of Justice can 
intervene.

It is true that under single market 
rules, EU residents can travel to and 
live in different countries. 

But it’s not total freedom of 
movement—governments are 
allowed to restrict migrants’ access 
to benefits or deport them if they 
don’t reach certain criteria.

And freedom of movement isn’t 
extended to those outside of the 
EU. It means that refugees drown in 
the Mediterranean trying to reach 
safety. 

We should fight to defend and 
extend freedom of movement, but 
it doesn’t need to be bound up with 
the single market.

Bosses don’t just love the single 

market because it gives them greater 
access to goods, services, workers 
and capital.

Its rules limit the state’s ability to 
intervene in the economy, such as 
nationalising whole industries to be 
run as public services.

The EU ensures governments 
pursue programmes of austerity.

One of the single market rules 
is that governments have to 
have balanced budgets—and are 
compelled to implement vicious cuts 
to achieve it.

WHAT’S THE 
ALTERNATIVE TO 
THE PEOPLE’S 
VOTE? 
A PEOPLE’S Vote would not stop a 
Tory deal on Brexit. 

The main forces behind it 
don’t have an alternative “good” 
deal up their sleeves. Key figures 
have said they’re willing to 
dump freedom of movement and 
they back the neoliberal single 
market.

Even if there was a good deal 
on the table, those at the top of 
society are more than capable of 
ignoring democratic votes.

Take Greece. In July 2015 there 
was an overwhelming referendum 
vote to reject an austerity 
package. 

The austerity package went 
ahead. 

The leader of the Syriza 
government Alexis Tsipras didn’t 
see the vote as part of building 
a mass movement against 
austerity. Instead he treated it as a 
bargaining chip with the EU—and 
got nothing in return.

Some on the left treat a People’s 
Vote as a method of forcing an 

election to get Labour into office. 
There is no guarantee that 

Labour would win a general 
election. And if it did, the EU and 
bosses would put pressure on it to 
dump its left wing policies. 

This strategy ignores the force 
that can really push attacks 
from the Tories and bosses—the 
working class. And a second 
referendum would make Brexit 
the main line of division in the 
working class and weaken its 
ability to mount a united fightback. 

So how do we get something 
better? A good deal would boost 
workers’ and migrants’ rights. 
That is so far from what the 
bosses will accept that it will take 
a big challenge to their power to 
win it.

Instead of campaigning for 
a People’s Vote that guarantees 
nothing for workers, union 
leaders should fight against the 
EU and for left policies such as, 
“Yes to freedom of movement, no 
to the single market.”

They should demand that any 
deal protects workers’ rights and 
conditions—and be prepared to 
take action if they’re attacked. 

It seems an unlikely prospect. 
There has not been nearly enough 
struggle in recent years, and this 
affects what people feel is possible 
and their confidence. 

But it’s no good looking to short 
cuts, coalitions with the bosses, 
clever manoeuvres or to Labour. 

The only way to defend 
ordinary people is to increase the 
level of struggle in society and 
build the fight against the Tories.

Voters in Ireland voted against 
ratifying the EU constitution in 
2008 but the elite in Brussels 
and Dublin couldn’t accept the 
vote. They ordered a re-run the 
following year (right) The EU is a 
racist institution that deliberately 
puts refugees and asylum seekers 
in jeopardy with its harsh border 
regimes (below, right)

HATED LIBERAL Democrats head up a pro-EU London march this spring

Backing a ballot—Frances O’Grady 
(top) Tony Blair (centre) Superdry 
boss Julian Dunkerton (above)

More online
For more on the EU, go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

CARDIFF
‘Kill All The Gentlemen’
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
With author Martin Empson
EDINBURGH
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental Distress
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
With   author Iain Ferguson
LONDON: SOUTH
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre, 7 Gresham Rd,
SW9 7PH
MANCHESTER
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Wed 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
PORTSMOUTH
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Community 
Centre,River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SWANSEA
‘Kill All The Gentlemen’
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
With author Martin Empson

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Socialism, anti-racism 
and resistance today
Wed 26 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
From Flint to Upper Clyde 
Shipbuilders—occupy to win
Thu 27 Sep, 7pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
Marx@200—the 
revolutionary ideas 
of Karl Marx
Wed 26 Sep, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRISTOL
Where next in the fight 
for abortion rights?
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Capitalism vs the climate
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CHESTERFIELD
Cable Street—fighting 
fascism then and now
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Palestine, antisemitism and 
why Israel is a racist state
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Hythe Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG
DERBY
Why aren’t our 
unions fighting?
Thu 27 Sep, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL

DONCASTER
Tories in crisis—how 
can the left gain?
Tue 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre (Changing 
Lives),5 Princes street,
DN1 3NJ
DUNDEE
Arguments for revolution—
the case for socialism
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
GLASGOW
Capitalism vs the planet—
can we stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Thu 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HARLOW
Marxism and disability
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX

HUDDERSFIELD
This is America—Trump, 
corruption and resistance
Wed 26 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
Prevent—why we 
should dissent
Thu 18 Oct, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,HU6 7RZ
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Sexism and the system—the 
fight for women’s liberation
Thu 27 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre,2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: HACKNEY
The global crisis—
ten years on
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
The Brexit crisis—how do 
we get rid of the Tories?
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
The global crisis—
ten years on
Thu 27 Sep, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Floods, fires and 
heatwaves—is it too 
late to stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: NEWHAM
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 26 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 26 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
#MeToo—sexism 
and the system
Wed 26 Sep, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road,
E3 5AT
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Palestine, antisemitism and 
why Israel is a racist state
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House,
1a Jewel Rd,
E17 4QU
LONDON: WEST
The Brexit crisis—how do 
we get rid of the Tories?
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
OXFORD
The global crisis—
ten years on
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Thu 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

TELFORD
Is a democratically-run 
economy possible?
Thu 27 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Why does capitalism 
love plastic?
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
Where next in the fight 
for abortion rights?
Wed 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,YO10 4AH

NATIONAL
Protest at the Tory 
party conference 
Sat 29 Sep, 11am, 
Victoria Sq, Birmingham.  
Called by Midlands TUC and 
the People’s Assembly to 
demand no more austerity, a 
£10 an hour minimum wage, 
proper NHS funding and repeal 
of the Trade Union Act. 
Go to bit.ly/ToryConf18 
for more details

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

NATIONAL
Confronting racism and 
fascism—international 
conference
Sat 20 Oct, 
10am-5.30pm, 
Friends House,  
Euston Road, 
NW1 2NBJ.
Conference bringing 
together parliamentarians, 
trade unionists, faith and 
community leaders from 
across Europe & the US
Speakers include John 
McDonnell and Diane Abbott, 
Go to bit.ly/RacismConference
PLYMOUTH
Confronting the 
rise in racism
Thu 27 Sep, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 3 Oct, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,B4 6AF

LIVERPOOL
Wed 26 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

NEWCASTLE
Thu 4 Oct, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

Is socialism possible?

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

Download Whatsapp to 
your phone
Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 
news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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 Towering architectural feats?  
 Piano fails to hit the right note
Architect Renzo Piano has made a successful career out of designing buildings 
that ordinary people are largely excluded from using, argues Glyn Robbins
FROM JEREMY Iron’s audio 
introduction about the work of 
his yachting friend, this exhibi-
tion is a love-in for the cultural 
establishment. 

The Italian architect Renzo Piano 
has designed some striking build-
ings, including the Pompidou centre 
in Paris (with Richard Rogers) and 
The Shard in London. 

His work has been described as 
“revolutionary” and this detailed 
retrospective makes the case that 
Piano’s objective has been “the crea-
tion of truly civic buildings”. 

But as with much of the architec-
tural profession itself, the exhibi-
tion ignores the social context and 
consequences of buildings that 
ultimately become representa-
tions of wealth and power.

Piano’s philosophy echoes 
that of other architects who 
seek to humanise design and 
develop a harmonious rela-
tionship between buildings, 
their environments and their 
users.  

This outlook is partly pre-
sented as a reaction against 
the impersonal, monolithic 
“brutalism” associated—
often mistakenly—with 
modernist architecture.

We are told “diversity is 
a value, not a problem”. 

But this type of lan-
guage has been appropri-
ated by the development 
industry.

Private
Public space is increas-
ingly governed by 
pr ivate  interests , 
negating the kind of 
social fluidity Piano 
espouses. 

His idealism is 
contradicted by the 
reality of buildings 
that deepen social 
inequality, such as 
The Shard.

Whatever its 
aesthetic quali-
ties or intended 
purpose ,  the 
95-storey tower 
symbolises how 
architects col-
laborate with 
d e v e l o p e r s 
who use lofty 
concepts as 
cover   for big 
profits.  

The exhi-
bition extols 
The Shard’s 
supposedly 

FILM
MICHAEL INSIDE
Directed by Frank Berry 
On limited release now

DIRECTOR FRANK Berry 
challenges the concept of 
prison reform in his new 
drama Michael Inside, the 
winner of the Best Film 
of 2018 at the Irish Film 
and Television Academy 
Awards.

Dafhyd Flynn plays 
Michael McCrea, a 
teenager whose story we 
join with him keeping 
drugs for a friend. 

Michael soon finds 
this one act marks the 
beginning of his descent 

into a violent life in prison 
that is forced on him.

Michael’s life outside 
prison seems to lead him 
inexorably to his fate. 

His chaotic family life 
offers little support and 
his surroundings give a 
feeling of claustrophobia.  
Crammed neighbourhoods, 
gritty alleyways and pubs 
form the backdrop to the 
earlier part of the film.

On entering prison, 
Michael is treated as just 
another body to fill a cell.

This film is the result 
of Berry’s work with 
a prisoners’ outreach 
programme. 

Berry conducted acting 
workshops for prisoners 
as part of the process. It’s 
out of this that the script 
for the film was created. 
The prisoners Berry worked 
with are also used in the 
film as extras.

Berry has used their 
experiences to create an 
honest account of life in 
prison, and the conflict and 
struggle that goes along 
with it.

The use of violence is 
at the heart of the film. 
Michael is torn between 
standing up to bullies and 
keeping his head down 
and doing his time. We can 
see him almost physically 
harden.

Michael Inside does 
well in vividly portraying 
Michael’s isolation and 
alienation—both inside and 
outside of prison, before 
and after his sentence.
Sumbul Ahmed

People’s stories marred by racism?
FILM
FACES, PLACES
Directed by Agnes Varda  
Out on 21 September

AGNES VARDA is a pioneering 
film director of the French 
New Wave, blazing a trail for 
women in cinema. In Faces, 
Places she has teamed up with 
JR, a photographer who works 
on a huge scale, involving 
communities in the 
creation of public art.

The film’s loose 
documentary style 
works well to flesh out 
their open-ended 
project.

The idea was 
to travel around 
France and put up 
huge photographs 
of the people 
they meet. It’s a 
wonderful technique 
that gives a sense of 

significance to ordinary lives. 
They visit a mining area 

where the old terraced  
red-brick houses are going to be 
demolished. They paste archive 
photos of local miners onto the 
walls, as tall as the houses.

As they travel the country in 
their camera van, the focus of 
the film drifts too. The thoughts 
of people they meet float across 
the screen, and the relationship 
between the artists develops.

This would be a thoroughly 
delightful film if it wasn’t so 
white. In 90 minutes there are 
only two scenes with black 
people in them, and only one 

speaking part.
It gives the impression 

that only white people 
inhabit France. I looked 
up the work of JR 
afterwards and he’s done 
some fantastic anti-racist 
work. You can see them 
on his website jr-art.net. 
Esther Neslen

HEAD TO Croydon, south London, to see artist Subvertiser’s latest work. Shopfronts have been turned into 
fake tax return collection points. It’s part of a festival organised by the Rise Gallery. 
                            Go to rise-gallery.co.uk 

Dafhyd Flynn as Michael

Street art

unique “mixed use” character. 
But it ignores the fact some of the 

luxury apartments were on sale for 
£50 million and have stood empty 
for years. 

It stands in the London borough of 
Southwark, where 18,000 people are 
on the housing waiting list.      

Cynical
There’s an argument that Piano and 
other “starchitects” aren’t responsible 
for how the buildings they design are 
used. 

But this goes to the heart of the 
morally corrupt, cynical development 
industry that is doing huge damage 
to working class communities.  

The Piano exhibition perpetu-
ates the view of design as a benign 
social abstraction in which architects 
are neutral from the social processes 
which shape—and are shaped by—
their work.  

At a time when 80 London council 
estates are threatened with demoli-
tion, a more critical view is needed 
than the one that is on show at the 
Royal Academy.            
Renzo Piano: The Art of Making 
Buildings. Royal Academy of Arts, 
London W1J OBD 
Until 20 January 2019The Shard in south London Agnes Varda
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O 
N E   h i g h 
p o i n t  o f 
last week’s 
Trades Union 
C o n g r e s s 
(TUC)—the 

gathering of Britain’s trade 
unions—was a motion 
supporting action against 
racism and fascism.

Passed unanimously, it 
called for support for the 
Stand Up To Racism confer-
ence on 20 October and the 
national demonstration on 
17 November. 

It was the union move-
ment throwing its weight 
behind a serious response to 
the threat of the far right to 
migrants, Muslims and the 
working class.

Such a fightback is crucial, 
and the unity around it is pre-
cious. But the TUC also saw 
debates about anti-racism.

These should not stand 
in the way of united action. 
But it’s important to take the 
issues seriously.

Steve Turner, assistant 
general secretary of the Unite 
union, made an unhelpful 
intervention in a speech sup-
porting the motion for the 17 
November demonstration. 

“It’s not good enough to 
organise another London 
demo,” he said. “And it’s a 
mistake to call all those who 
protest at terror on our streets 
or the grooming of vulnerable 
young women as racist, fascists 
and Islamophobes.” 

He called for a broader discus-
sion of how to reach those who 
were attracted by the “oppor-
tunism” of the far right. This 
had to include work in commu-
nities by the union movement.

Turner thought carefully 
about this. A couple of days 
earlier at a fringe meeting he 
said, “We need to stop talk-
ing to ourselves and talk to the 
people who are drawn to some 
of these organisations—for a 
multitude of different reasons.”

He said many who had been 
driven to far right groups had 
“genuine fears and concerns”.

Turner has been touted as a 
possible successor to Unite gen-
eral secretary Len McCluskey. 

He spoke about the “vacuum 
that we’ve left as a left” and 
that this was being filled by 
“the DFLA [Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance] and other 
organisations.”

Worrying
Turner said he had met the 
DFLA and he clearly found some 
of its arguments worrying. 

He wants to see at least some 
of those who join the DFLA 
mobilisations and marches for 
Nazi Tommy Robinson as con-
cerned working class people 
raising reasonable issues.

The fascists and hardened 
bigots at the centre of the 
DFLA aren’t simply working 
class people who have been led 
astray by racist lies—they want 
to build a racist movement on 
the streets. By meeting its lead-
ership, Turner helps to legiti-
mise the DFLA and its project 
of regrouping the far right.

On its Facebook page the 
DFLA delightedly responded, 
“Steve Turner of the Unite 
union makes a good point.”

It is possible to separate ordi-
nary people who are swayed by 
the DFLA’s arguments from the 
committed racists at the centre 
of it.

That’s why anti-racist activ-
ists leaflet football grounds 
exposing the Islamaphobic lies 
that are used to build the group.

But making concessions to 
the racists does not repulse 

them, it encourages them. It 
makes their arguments seem 
more mainstream. The Sun 
newspaper printed Turner’s 
comments about the DFLA. 

The racist rag isn’t bothered 
about tackling the ideas at the 
heart of this movement—they 
peddle the lies that directly feed 
into it. 

W h e n  B o r i s  J o h n s o n 
launches an onslaught on 
Muslim women who wear the 
burqa, it doesn’t weaken the far 
right.  Fascism has always tried 

to gather together the justified 
resentments and fury of work-
ers and sections of the middle 
class and turn them away from 
the real culprits—the rich and 
their system—and on to substi-
tute targets. 

T h e s e  i n c l u d e  J e w s , 
migrants, disabled people, 
LGBT+ people and, in particu-
lar today, Muslims.

The  demon i sa t i on  o f 
Muslims is central to the rise 
of the far right across Europe 
and they are the primary focus 
of the DFLA and Robinson’s 
supporters. 

The agenda of far right mobi-
lisations is not to raise debates 
but to encourage hatred of 
Muslims that leads to the 
burning of mosques, physical 
assaults and murder. 

Mushin Ahmed was beaten 
to death in Rotherham in 2015, 
His killer called the 81-year-old 
a “groomer” before he launched 
his ferocious assault. 

This followed repeated far 
right demonstrations in the 
area over child sexual exploi-
tation that was blamed exclu-
sively on Muslims.

Turner would be horri-
fied and outraged as anyone 
else by such racist attacks. 
But they underline the neces-
sity not to surrender to the 
Islamophobes’ arguments. 

Turner further claimed that 
workers say, “You’re protesting 
austerity, I see you advertising 
the protest against Trump, I 
see you protesting against the 
Israeli government, against 
this, against that.

“Where were we when the 
Manchester bomb went off? 
Where were we on Westminster 
Bridge? Where was the left?”

T
URNER KNOWS 
that after each of 
the attacks in the 
cities there were 
vigils organised—
but that’s not what 

the debate is about.
Fascism and the far right 

are not a response to terror 
attacks—they existed long 
before any attack by groups 
that claim Muslim inspiration.  

The left’s task is not to con-
cede to Islamophobia but to 
strip away the myths. To say, 
as Jeremy Corbyn did during 
the last election, that there are 
“connections between wars that 
we’ve been involved in or sup-
ported in other countries such 
as Libya and terrorism here at 
home”. 

The unions should argue that 
child sexual exploitation is not 
the product of any particular 
religious or ethnic group, as 
the horrific revelations about 
the Catholic church, football 
clubs and many other institu-
tions have shown.  

There has to be an ide-
o l o g i c a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
counter-offensive against the 
racists’ lies, not half-acceptance 
of them.

Turner went on, “Where’s 
the left criticising the state of 
Iran for instance, who whipped 
trade unionists for taking strike 
action, who denies women 

TAKING ON 
FICTIONS 
OF RACISM
Some trade unionists want to talk to racist street 
movements. But victory against the far right doesn’t lie in 
compromise with its Islamophobia, argues Charlie Kimber

We need a 
political 
offensive 
against the 
racists’ lies

‘‘ 
Seeking legitimacy

READ MORE
lSay It Loud: Marxism 
and the Fight against 
Racism 
Edited by Brian Richardson 
£9.99
lFascism—what it is and 
How to Fight it 
by Leon Trotsky 
£6
lFighting Fascism—How 
to Struggle and How to 
Win by Clara Zetkin 
£10.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

TRADE UNIONIST 
Steve Turner 
(top) and German 
MP Sahra 
Wagenknecht 
(above) have 
come to the wrong 
conclusion about 
tackling racism  

human rights, who runs an 
obscene regime.

“Saudi Arabia, where we wel-
comed the head of Saudi Arabia 
to the UK. Did we protest? No 
we didn’t protest.”

The countries chosen—Iran 
and Saudi Arabia—are not 
random examples. 

It’s a charge that the left 
never makes a fuss about 
repression in Muslim-majority 
countries and that this is part of 
its cover-up of Muslim crimes.

In fact the left did protest 
against Saudi Arabia’s crown 
prince Mohammed bin Salman 
when he visited Britain in March.

Pocketed
While the Tories and big busi-
ness fawned over him, and the 
media pocketed the vast sums 
handed over for adverts seeking 
to boost his image, the left were 
on the streets against him.

It was the same when 
Egyptian leader Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi came to Britain in 2015. 
And when Turkish president 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was wel-
comed by Theresa May earlier 
this year.

But this isn’t the point—
the DFLA, let alone Tommy 
Robinson’s supporters, won’t be 
deflected by evidence that the 
left has protested against these 
rulers.

They want demonstra-
tions against Muslims because 
they are Muslims. They want 
pogroms and deportations and 
concentration camps.

This argument about how to 
respond is taking place across 
Europe. Faced by the roaring 
threat of the fascists, can we 
unite against them and refute 
their lies or should we seek to 
weaken them by accepting at 
least some of their claims?

I n  G e r m a n y  S a h r a 
Wagenknecht, parliamen-
tary co-chair of the left wing 
Die Linke party, has launched 
a movement whose cen-
tral feature is an amalgam of 
leftist economic policy and  
anti-migrant scapegoating.

Launching the movement ear-
lier this month, Wagenknecht 
pointed to the very real poverty 
and disenchantment of German 
working class people and said, 
“Many regard free movement 
and immigration as the main 
source of increased competition 
for low-paid jobs.”

She added, “The refugee 
issue has led to additional 
uncertainty” and that “many 
existing problems” were made 
worse by migration. This tirade 
was welcomed by Alexander 

Gauland of the far right 
Alternative for Germany (AfD). 
He praised Wagenknecht as a 
politician capable of “putting 
aside blinkers and identifying 
the real concerns and needs 
of broad sections of the people 
beyond pathos and ideology.”

Turner’s arguments rest on a 
pessimism about working class 
people and their ability to reject 
the racist lies of the DFLA, Ukip 
and Tommy Robinson. 

Fascism will not be beaten 
by compromises or by concen-
trating solely on the economic 
hardship and dislocation that 
create a fertile ground for its 
propaganda. 

It requires mass mobilisa-
tion against racism and fascist 
marches and relentless expo-
sure of its lies. Let’s build the 
fightback and make no conces-
sions to the far right.

NOT ALL racist? The Football Lads Alliance on the march in October 2017  
Picture: Guy Smallman

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Why battles over working 
hours are key to capitalism

Bosses won’t let us 
benefit from advances 
in technology unless 
we fight them, argues  
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

WORKERS should look 
forward to a four-day working 
week in the next 100 years 
because of advances in science 
and technology. 

This will come about if 
bosses “share the wealth of 
new technology”, according 
to Frances O’Grady, the head 
of the TUC union federation. 

With the spectacular 
wealth of global capitalism, 
workers could easily reduce 
their working hours with no 
loss of pay.

But O’Grady’s argument 
rests on a sort of 
technological determinism 
that sees advances in 
technology naturally leading 
to social progress. 

Whenever automation 
is introduced the question 
is, will it benefit bosses or 
workers?

From its beginnings, 
capitalism has been marked 
by battles over working hours.

Mainstream economists say 
capitalism is based on “free 
and fair exchange” between 
capitalists and workers. 

Going to work is seen 
as a business transaction 
between two equal parties, 
where bosses buy labour 
for a “fair” price. But the 
revolutionary Karl Marx 
argued that this exchange 
hides exploitation. 

Moral
For Marx, exploitation wasn’t 
a moral term used to describe 
mistreatment of workers. 
His labour theory of value 
explained how bosses get 
their hands on profits.

Capitalism is based on 
commodity production. Goods 
and services are bought and 
sold on the market.

The exchange value 
of these commodities is 
determined by the amount 
of what Marx called “socially 
necessary labour time” 
needed to produce them. 

This is the amount of 
time it takes to produce a 
commodity using the “average 
degree of skills and intensity”. 

But workers’ “labour 

power”—their ability to 
work—is also turned into a 
commodity.

They sell it for a wage, 
but create more value than 
they are paid for. After, say, 
four hours’ work they may 
have covered the cost of their 
wages, but they keep working.

Marx called this gap 
“surplus value” and it lays the 
basis for capitalists’ profits. 

That’s partly why battles 
over working time have been 
so central to capitalism. 

By making workers work 
longer, bosses can ramp up 
the rate of exploitation to try 
and grab more surplus value.

Marx argued that working 

hours are determined by two 
components. One is a physical 
limit—bosses can’t work us 
all around the clock without 
killing us. 

But the other is what Marx 
called the “moral-historical” 
component that’s determined 
by workers’ struggles.

Shorter
Battles over the working 
day haven’t always been 
for shorter hours.

After the global slump hit 
JCB bosses didn’t want to lay 
off workers and pay to train 
new ones down the line. 
So they tried to claw back 
profits by cutting hours and 
pay. 

There’s another division 
in capitalism between bosses 
themselves.

Firms look for more 
efficient production methods 
to try and get ahead of their 
competitors. They invest more 
in new technology and shed 
the number of workers they 
employ.

As only labour power—
not machines—produces 
new value there are limits 
to automation. But it can 
be a threat to workers if 
technology can displace them 
in some industries. 

What matters is who 
controls the technology and 
in whose interests it’s used. 

Workers could enjoy 
shorter hours and better pay, 
but bosses won’t allow us to 
use advances in production to 
have a better life. 

That requires a socialist 
economy based on meeting 
human need, not on 
maximising profits for those 
at the top. 

FRANCES O’GRADY wants a four-day working week

Marx’s labour 
theory of value 
explained how 
bosses get their 
hands on profit

‘‘ 

COMMENT‘‘ ’’

BACK STORY
The TUC’s Frances O’Grady 
has backed a four-day week
lShe said that advances 
in science and technology 
should mean shorter hours
lThere are always battles 
over who benefits from 
technological changes
lThese need to be linked 
to a broader fight to change 
the way society is run

https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/10848/Marxs+Capital+gets+to+grips+with+a+mystified+system
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/10848/Marxs+Capital+gets+to+grips+with+a+mystified+system
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 Bold strikes mean cleaners are winning big
by ALISTAIR FARROW

CLEANERS across London 
have got bosses running 
scared.

Decades of privatisation 
and outsourcing of services 
have led to the downgrading 
of cleaners’ pay, terms and 
conditions. But strikes and 
protests have forced bosses 
to think twice and, in some 
cases, back down.

Successful, militant cam-
paigns by smaller unions 
have pushed the issue into 
the mainstream press, and 
often shamed the leadership 
of larger unions into action.

But members of those 
unions have been fighting for 
years, and winning too.

At Soas, University of 
London, Unison union mem-
bers recently won their long 
campaign to be brought back 
in-house.

Debated
And at a recent meeting 
Kings College London (KCL) 
management debated bring-
ing cleaners in house. 

They are looking at 
recent workers’ victories 
in London nervously. The 
final vote will take place on  

26 September. Alex Night-
ingale, branch chair of KCL 
Unison, told Socialist Worker, 
“We’ve been organising and 
building the branch for about 
five years.

“It started off with the 
living wage campaign, but 
in the last year we’ve seen 
the most traction. If this vote 
goes in cleaners’ favour, it’s 
down to the campaign.”

Some say smaller unions 
are more effective at win-
ning their demands because 
of new and innovative ways 
of organising.

Unions such as UVW have 
been more willing to strike 
and protest, and have some-
times got dramatic results. 

Bosses came down to 
negotiate on the picket line 
at Kensington and Chelsea 
council after activists stormed 
the council chamber the  
previous day. 

Workers eventually won 
their demand for a pay rise 
and management said they 
may be brought back in 
house later this year.

At a strike rally at the Uni-
versity of London earlier this 
year, Petros Elia from UVW 
argued that workers’ num-
bers were not as important 

as a will to fight.
That appears to be true at 

first glance when looking at 
UVW’s recent list of victories. 

But numbers do matter. 
Large numbers of people in 
the bigger unions are spread 
across Britain. 

Smaller unions, while mili-
tant, can’t reach them in the 

same way. And it’s not the 
case that these millions don’t 
want to fight. Unison mem-
bers at Soas are a key exam-
ple of this.

Strikes have shamed 
bosses into paying the Living 
Wage. When it comes to 
above-inflation pay claims, or 
better terms and conditions, 
bosses may fold less swiftly.

Propaganda
They key issue is using 
strikes, not just propaganda 
campaigns or stunts. 

The relationship between 
UVW and activists in larger 
unions such as Unison 
shouldn’t be hostile, how-
ever. Many look to the mili-
tancy of smaller unions as an 
example.

“It’s a great inspiration 
what’s happened at the LSE,” 
said Alex, referring to UVW’s 
victorious campaign for equal 
pay and conditions. 

“It’s turning into a real 
movement and the tide is 
starting to change. Ultimately 
management need to realise 
that in house needs to be the 
solution.”

And there’s potential for 
that movement to grow  
outside London.

UVW MEMBERS on strike at Kensington and Chelsea council  Picture: Guy Smallman

BACK STORY
Cleaners in London have 
won a series of recent 
victories
lThey’re fighting low pay 
and outsourcing
lThe UVW union has 
scored some key wins for 
workers
lWorkers at Kensington 
and Chelsea council won 
the London Living Wage
lAnd council bosses 
say they will review their 
outsourcing contract
lStrikes are needed to win
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Scot rally demands 
second referendum 
AROUND 500 Scottish 
independence supporters 
gathered at a Hope Over Fear 
rally in Glasgow’s George 
Square last Saturday. 

The rally was led by 
socialist former MSP Tommy 
Sheridan.

Among the other speakers 
was Scottish National Party 
MP Angus MacNeil, who 
said he thought another 
referendum would take place 
next year.

He said, “These rallies are 
important because we have to 
be ready.

“It is going to happen and 
it’s going to happen fairly 
soon.”

Journalists chase 
redundancy pay 
JOURNALISTS IN the south 
west of England began an 
industrial tribunal claim on 
Monday. 

They claim they are owed 
up to £250,000 in total.

View From newspapers was 
based in Lyme Regis, Dorset. 

It was closed on 4 January 
due to “falling revenues” 
according to former owner 
Peter Masters, also owner of 
the Sunday Independent.

Some 27 former employees 
at the newspapers are still 
chasing redundancy and 
notice payments.

British Steel bosses 
to slash 400 jobs 
BOSSES AT British Steel 
are trying to slash 400 
jobs in what they claim is a 
“streamlining” process. 

The plans are likely to hit 
some of the 4,000 workers 
based at its Scunthorpe plant 
in North Lincolnshire. 

The National Trade 
Union Steel Coordinating 
Committee said, “Throughout 
the consultation process the 
trade unions will challenge 
every job reduction and seek 
to mitigate the impact of the 
company’s proposals.” 

The most effective way to 
challenge job cuts is through 
strikes, occupations and 
protests. 

Activists in Cardiff 
discuss far right
OVER 70 people joined an 
anti-fascist meeting in the 
Bangladesh Centre in Cardiff 
last Saturday. 

People heard from 
professor Abyd Quinn 
Aziz and Institute of Race 
Relations director Liz Fekete.

They described the growing 
threat posed by fascists and 
the racist right throughout 
Europe and what we need to 
do in order to defeat it.

The meeting, organised by 
Unite Against Fascism Wales, 
brought together Labour 
Party activists, Muslims and 
many others. 

Everyone left determined to 
build even greater unity in the 
struggle against fascism.
Julian Goss 

Workers were right on 
university pensions  
by CARLO MORELLI 

A NEW report has totally 
vindicated university workers’ 
decision to strike over 
pensions earlier this year.

UCU union leaders halted 
strikes at over 60 universities 
after bosses agreed that a 
Joint Expert Panel (JEP) 
would assess the USS pension 
scheme’s health. 

Bosses wanted to replace 
workers’ defined benefit 
scheme with a worse defined 
contribution scheme. 

The JEP report blames 
bosses, pension scheme 
managers and the government 
for an attempt to rob hundreds 
of thousands of university 
workers.

The government intervened 
to ensure the valuation was 
more damming to the scheme. 
The employers carried out an 

inept and biased consultation 
and the pension scheme 
managers went along with this 
to ensure there was a deficit. 

The JEP report calls for a 
return to an earlier and less 
conservative assessment of 
the pension scheme. And 
it calls for a set of further 
adjustments, which would 
leave the defined benefit 
pension mostly intact.

Crucial
Our 14 days of strikes were 
crucial in defeating the bosses’ 
and pension scheme managers’ 
plans. 

The JEP proposals far 
exceed the deal union leaders 
and bosses cobbled together in 
March. Without the rank and 
file revolt by union members 
that threw out those proposals, 
we would not have the JEP 
outcome. 

It remains to be seen if the 

bosses accept the findings. 
By using a valuation from 

September, the JEP report 
would still involve increases 
in contributions potentially 
of 1 percent of pensionable 
pay. Employers cut their 
contributions for over a decade. 
So we should demand no 
detriment and that they foot 
the full bill for the maintenance 
of the scheme. 

If they refuse, the pay 
ballot underway should 
ensure the increased pension 
contributions are reimbursed 
through higher pay. 

And finally there is 
unfinished business in the 
pensions strike. Much of the 
support came from university 
workers wanting to protest 
against casualisation, pay 
discrimination and workloads.

The pay ballot now has to 
ensure these are the central 
issues in our dispute. 

ACTIVISTS GATHERED in central London to raise awareness of the climate-destroying 
fracking industry last Wednesday. Many came on coaches from Lancashire, where fracking 
is likely to begin soon at the Preston New Road site near Blackpool. And some dressed 
as Suffragettes to “highlight how there are still many democracy issues on dirty energy 
companies taking priority over communities”. Picture: Guy Smallman

Union tells workers not to 
walk off if one of them dies
THE UNITE union has 
agreed a deal that would see 
workers carry on working 
if anyone is killed during 
construction of the Hinkley 
Point nuclear power plant.

The union encouraged 
construction workers to agree 
to the deal.

It goes against what 
is standard practice in 
construction to down tools on 
site in the event of a fatality.

Unite said, “If a terrible 
tragedy should occur and 
someone is killed on site then 
it is essential that workers in 
the immediate vicinity and 
anyone also potentially in 

danger should leave the site.
“The size and scale of the 

Hinkley project is unique.
“Workers on one part of 

the project will likely never 
meet or see workers on other 
sections.

“Such a policy if it is 
properly and sensitively 
applied is appropriate.”

In return for the promise 
not to stop work, a price has 
been put on the life of workers 
on the project. This would see 
families receive £50,000 if a 
worker dies.

Management also offered 
to match any money raised by 
workers.

FRACKING  CONSTRUCTION 

FURTHER EDUCATION

Colleges and universities 
could strike for higher pay
THE UCU union and the 
NUS are backing a lobby of 
parliament on 17 October 
to demand more funding 
for further education (FE) 
colleges. 

It comes as figures from 
the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies show that FE has 
been “the biggest loser” 
from funding cuts.

It found that funding for 
16-18 education per student 
has been slashed by  
8 percent since 2010-11.  

The lobby comes two days 
before pay ballots of UCU 

union members in colleges 
and universities end. 

College workers want a  
5 percent rise, while 
university staff are calling  
for 7.5 percent.

The bosses’ Association 
of Colleges is backing the 
17 October lobby as part of 
its “week of action” over 
funding. 

It’s a sign of the scale of 
cuts that college bosses have 
been pushed to speak out. 

But they won’t be reliable 
allies in a fight for more 
funding.

Teachers launch fight for 
higher pay at London rally
by SARA TOMLINSON 

OVER 70 people came to 
a pay rally for NEU union 
members in London on 
Thursday of last week. 

NEU joint general 
secretary Kevin Courtney 
and NEU national executive 
committee member Jess 
Edwards spoke about the pay 
award.

The school teachers’ 
independent pay review body 
recommended a 3.5 percent 
pay rise across the board for 
all teachers. 

When asked why, it said 
this was to deal with a 
recruitment and retention 
crisis.

Yet the government has 
rejected this advice. It 
confirmed last Friday that 
only teachers who are on the 
main pay scale will get the 
3.5 percent rise. 

This is around 40 percent 
of teachers.

The rest who are on the 
upper pay spine will get 
2 percent, while school 
leadership will get 1.5 
percent. 

And only part of this 

will be met by additional 
government funding.

Already stretched schools 
will have to find the first 
1 percent from existing 
budgets. This will likely 
mean further cuts.

Members at the meeting 
reported that teachers in 
their schools are prepared 
to strike to defend their 
colleagues and to pressure 
the government for decent 
funding for schools.

There is also an issue in 
outer London, where pay 
on the upper threshold is 
now lower than the top of 
the main pay scale in inner 
London.

Recruitment 
Teacher recruitment is most 
difficult in outer London 
so this really does need 
addressing.

We will be moving towards 
a ballot and we need to get 
50 percent of all teachers to 
vote. 

We need to end the 
spiralling fall in wages, 
recruitment and retention 
crisis and cuts to jobs, 
subjects and pastoral care in 
schools.

EDUCATION 

SCHOOLS 

A protest over pay outside the Department for Education in 
London in July Picture: NEU London Young Teachers Network

STAFFORDSHIRE 

Strike over 
pensions  
UNISON UNION members 
at Staffordshire university 
struck on Monday to defend 
their pensions. It follows 
three days of strikes in 
August. 

Workers are being 
transferred from the Local 
Government Pension 
Scheme to the Staffordshire 
University Pension Scheme. 

They say the change will 
cost them thousands of 
pounds.

Some 80 percent of 
Unison members who voted 
backed strikes against the 
attack in a ballot.
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WORKERS AT Trent Barton 
buses in the East Midlands 
struck for the second time 
on Monday. There were  
more workers on the picket 
line than the previous week.

Workers are fighting for a 
better pay increase than the 
bosses’ offer of 2.5 percent. 

Some drivers are choosing 
to work in a different part 

of the company, rather than 
come out on strike. 

But there are plans to 
escalate the action, with a 
further 460 drivers due to 
ballot on action. 

The Unite union members 
plan to strike on the next 
two Mondays with further 
strikes if necessary.
Richard Buckwell

Socialist Worker  19 September 2018

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

 Glasgow unions set  
 for equality battles  
by SARAH BATES

LOW-PAID WOMEN work-
ers in Glasgow have dealt 
a blow to their bosses by 
delivering an overwhelming 
vote for strikes.

They are 12 years into 
a battle over Glasgow City 
Council’s (GCC) unfair pay 
system that saw women’s 
job’s graded lower than those 
done by men.

The dispute involves seven 
different sectors, with two 
balloting for action. 

These are education work‑
ers and Cordia—who provide 
care, cleaning and catering 
services.

As Socialist Worker went 
to press, Unison union mem‑
bers in Cordia and education 
were expected to have voted 
yes to walkouts.

GMB union members in 
Cordia voted a blistering  
98 percent for strikes. 

Denise Phillips is a home 
carer, and has worked for 
Cordia for 18 years. 

A Unison steward, she told 
Socialist Worker the coun‑
cil has been “dragging its 
heels, and women have had 
enough.” 

During the ballot union 
offices were a hive of activity, 
with regular phonebank‑
ing sessions to ensure that 
 workers remembered to vote. 

G C C  n e g o t i a t o r s 
 suspended the fortnightly 
meetings with the unions in 
August.

Workers are  furious, says 
Denise, that the council is 
still refusing to resolve the 
dispute. 

“They’ve waiting long 
enough,” she said. “Quite a 
number of them have died 
waiting for it, and every year 
they’re getting older.

“It’s all right saying [the 
council] will pass it down 

to their families, but they 
should be here enjoying it.”

The council has been run 
by the Scottish National Party  
(SNP) since 2017. 

But Labour, which now 
criticises the SNP over the 
issue, spent a decade previ‑
ously in control and blocking 
the women’s claim. 

Lively protests have been a 
feature of the women’s historic 
battle to secure equal pay. 

Strikes should see similar 
action that shames GCC and 

doesn’t allow them to wriggle 
away from its promises of fair 
pay any longer. 

nUNITE UNION members at 
Glasgow Life struck for 24 
hours, on Friday of last week. 

The culture, sport and 
learning company is an 
arms‑length body run by 
Glasgow City Council. 

Workers are fighting over 
payments for setting up and 
removing events at the city’s 
Emirates Arena.

KIRKLEES PRISON OFFICERSROUND-UP

Vote for indefinite strike
KIRKLEES BIN workers, 
members of the Unison 
union, have voted to 
start an indefinite strike 
from 1 October.

 The employers have 
failed to implement an 
agreement reached at the 
end of a week-long strike 
earlier in the year.

 The council, in West 
Yorkshire, had promised 
three extra rounds to reduce 
workloads that had become 
impossible to achieve.  

But these rounds have 
never been introduced 
despite extra workers being 
taken on.

 Furthermore, issues of 
bullying and racism raised 
by the workers in November 
last year have yet to be 
dealt with. 

In fact the council has 
enraged the workforce.

 When it finally carried 

out the investigation they 
interviewed 36 Unison 
members. 

Yet when the council 
announced that the 
investigation had been 
completed, not one Unison 
member had seen their 
statement, let alone signed 
it as a correct record.

Interview
When the council heard 
that the action may be 
reinstated, it wrote to all 
the members interviewed 
and has called them to 
another interview. 

It is the view of the 
workers that original 
statements of evidence were 
not even recorded. 

Given the seriousness of 
the complaints, workers are 
livid.
Nick Ruff, Kirklees Unison 
branch chair (pc)

UNISON AND GMB union members lobbied the council last week Picture: unison GlasGow

A support rally in Leeds                               Picture: Neil terry

Picketing in Nottingham                              

 Keep the guards on trains
WORKERS ON the Northern 
and South Western train lines 
struck again last Saturday in 
their fight for passenger and 
staff safety.

It’s part of a programme 
of action against the rollout 
of driver‑only operated trains 
that would see bosses scrap 
train guards.

This would make train 
travel unsafe as there would 
be no member of staff to help 
passengers if they become 

unwell, or need assistance. 
Wheelchair users would also 

find it harder to travel by train. 
The strike is hitting South 

Western hard—managers are 
being paid £250 a day to break 
the strike. 

Northern and the RMT 
union were set for negotiations 
this week. 

Safety‑critical workers help 
keep the transport system 
safe—don’t let greedy bosses 
get rid of them.

TRANSPORT WORKERS

WORKERS ON the Eurostar 
are preparing for a 48-hour  
strike that is set to severely 
disrupt the international train 
line.

It follows a 24-hour strike in 
June, where 140 station staff 
walked out. 

Now train managers 
(guards) are joining the fray. 
They voted by 92 percent to 
strike, on a 60 percent turnout. 

The RMT union members 
are fighting for passenger and 
worker safety. 

Delays to the service mean 
the platform at St Pancras 
station in London becomes 
dangerously overcrowded.

During the peak summer 
rush, thousands of passengers 
can be squeezed on to the 
station concourse. 

This leaves staff dealing 
with the brunt of public anger, 
causing stressful and chaotic 
working conditions.

Workers should strike until 
bosses take the safety of 
passengers and staff seriously.

EUROSTAR

PICCADILLY LINE

BUS WORKERS

A WALKOUT by prison 
officers last week in protest 
at “unprecedented” inmate 
violence ended after the Tories 
withdrew a legal threat. 

Up to 5,000 members of 
the Prison Officers Association 
union were accused of 
“unlawful action” when they 
started demonstrating outside 
jails last Friday.

It was triggered by a 
report into “dangerous lack of 
control” at HMP Bedford.

Staff returned to work after 
six hours when the Prison 
Service agreed to hold talks.

Prison officers are legally 
banned from industrial action. 

It should be remembered 
that the victims of the prison 
system are the prisoners rather 
than the prison officers.

Those locked up are mostly 
poor and disproportionately 
black. Increasing numbers 
suffer mental health problems.

Prison officers’ work 
upholding law and order 
frequently pushes them to 
accept the actions of the 
prisons system.

nTRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Camden, north London, 
are preparing for strikes, 
despite Tory anti-union laws 
forcing them to call off a 
strike planned for this week. 

The Unison union members 
are now set to start a five-day 
strike on 1 October. 

The 120 workers are 
currently paid the London 
Living Wage of just £10.20 an 
hour, but are fighting for a 
pay rise to £11.15 an hour.

nLOCAL government 
workers across Scotland 
could be moving towards 
action, as they are balloted 
over a pay offer.

The Unison, Unite and 
GMB unions wrote to local 
authorities’ body Cosla to 
say they would recommend 
rejection of a below-inflation 
3 percent rise for all those 
earning under £80,000 a year. 

Mark Ferguson, chair 
of Unison Scotland’s local 
government committee, said 
“Many workers are relying 
on food banks to get by.”

TUBE DRIVERS on the 
London Underground are set 
to strike in a long-running 
dispute over the “abject 
failure” of transport bosses.

RMT union members on 
the Piccadilly line say they 
will strike for 48 hours from 
12 noon on Wednesday of 
next week. 

This will be followed by 
a five-hour walkout from 

8.30pm on Friday. 
The action is in reaction 

to “a comprehensive failure 
by management to deliver 
on promised improvements 
following previous rounds of 
industrial action”.

The RMT said bosses have 
failed to deliver on a “raft of 
issues” including health and 
safety, and abuse of policies 
and procedures.
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Why Israel is a racist state  
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  ISRAEL RAMPS 
  UP REPRESSION 
by NICK CLARK 

ISRAELI SOLDIERS shot 
and killed a 12 year old 
Palestinian boy in the Gaza 
Strip last week. It marked a 
low point of days of violent 
Israeli repression across all 
of Palestine.

Shadi Abed al-Aziz Abed 
al-Aal was among the three 
Palestinians killed on Friday 
during protests at the border 
fence that traps them inside 
the Gaza Strip. 

Israel has killed over  
174 Palestinians in Gaza since 
protests began in March.

Protesters are demanding 
an end to Israel’s siege of the 
Gaza Strip, which has lasted 
almost 12 years.

Return 
They also want the right to 
return to the land they were 
expelled from in 1948, now 
in present day Israel.

Israel has responded with 
violent repression—using 
tear gas, rubber bullets and 
snipers with live ammu-
nition. More than 18,000 
Palestinians have been 
injured as a result.

The Israeli state refuses to 

allow Palestinian refugees to 
return because it views the 
presence of Arabs as a threat 
to its existence.

Some 850,000 Palestinians 
were forced from their 
homes when Israel was 
founded 1948. A systematic 

programme of ethnic cleans-
ing against the Palestinians 
ensured the new state had a 
Jewish majority.

P e r s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e 
Palestinians by the Israeli 
state today is designed to keep 
that ethnic majority inside 

Israel and the Palestinian 
land it is encroaching upon.

Israeli forces were on 
the cusp of demolishing the 
Palestinian village of Khan 
al-Ahmar as Socialist Worker 
went to press on Tuesday.

It has plans to extend 

one set t lement—Maale 
Adumim—onto the land cur-
rently occupied by the village 
in the West Bank.

Fanat i ca l  co lon i se r s 
seeking to establish new 
settlements carry out vio-
lent attacks on Palestinian 

villages and are protected by 
the occupying Israeli army.

One such settler, Ari Fuld, 
was stabbed by a Palestinian 
teenager on Sunday. 

Fuld—who moved from 
the US to the West Bank to 
colonise Palestinian land—
was lauded as a hero.

The teenager was shot to 
death and his family’s home 
demolished.

Occupation 
Israel’s deepening occupation 
of Palestinian land makes 
a “two-state solution”—an 
independent Palestinian state 
alongside Israel—impossible. 

The only solution is a 
single secular state in all of 
Palestine with equal rights 
for Arabs and Jews.

Yet the Israeli state won’t 
accept this because it would 
mean an Arab majority. 

Instead it has responded 
with attempts to claim 
even more Palestinian land 
through negotiations with US 
president Donald Trump—
and increased violence. 

ISRAELI TROOPS fire tear gas cannisters on Palestinian protesters on the Gaza Strip 

LABOUR PARTY 

 Corbyn smeared as antisemitic after he blames bankers for banking crisis 
SUPPORTERS OF Israel 
hardened up their 
attacks on backers of 
Jeremy Corbyn ahead 
of the Labour Party 
conference this week.

Corbyn was accused of 
antisemitism for posting a 
video online on Saturday 
that blamed bankers for 
the financial crisis. 

That same day several 
Labour MPs joined a rally 
organised by an Israel 
supporters’ group to attack 
Corbyn. 

Margaret Hodge, 
Lucy Powell and Ivan 
Lewis were among those 
who joined the rally in 
Manchester. 

Hodge—who has 

called Corbyn a “fucking 
antisemite and a 
racist”—claimed that 
“under Jeremy Corbyn’s 
leadership the party 
has become a hostile 
environment for Jews”.

The event was reported 
as an anti-racist protest to 
say, “No to antisemitism.” 

But it was hosted by 
North West Friends of 
Israel. 

In 2016 that group 
called on its supporters 
to lobby the University of 
Central Lancashire to shut 
down an “Israeli Apartheid 
Week” event.  

The university 
subsequently halted 
the event, claiming it 

breached the International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance’s (IHRA) 
definition of antisemitism. 

This says that it’s 
antisemitic to call Israel a 
“racist endeavour”.

Racist 
North West Friends of 
Israel co-chair Raphi 
Bloom used his speech at 
Saturday’s event to link 
antisemitism to support 
for Palestine. 

He accused Corbyn of 
“dismissing the beliefs of 
90 percent of the Jewish 
community” for opposing 
Zionism, Israel’s racist 
founding ideology.

“We will not tolerate 

the antisemitism of those 
saying Israel—the only 
Jewish state in the world 
and the only democracy in 
the Middle East—is racist,” 
he said. 

Attacks on Corbyn have 
centred on Labour’s recent 
refusal to adopt a version 
of the IHRA definition that 
said it’s antisemitic to call 
Israel racist. 

The later adoption of 
the definition by Labour’s 
national executive was 
meant to put an end to the 
row.

Instead it has allowed 
supporters of Israel to 
conflate solidarity with 
the Palestinians with 
antisemitism.

Labour supporters lobby the national executive over a definition of 
antisemitism that restricts criticism of Israel Picture:  Guy Smallman
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